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COLUMBIA, Md. �� Elected
as President in November at the
annual meeting, James Dixon Jr.
is a man who has followed God�s
plan for his life, having learned
how to put his total trust and
faith in God. The Birmingham,
Ala., native looks back on his life
and sees how God prepared him
for each position and mission. At
first, he ran from the ministry
but he had chaos instead of
peace in his life. He answered
the call to preach and pastored three churches
in and around Birmingham. Trusting in God
to provide for his family, he quit his second
job to be full-time in the ministry and encour-
aged his wife to do the same. He had just pur-
chased a house and a car and had one of his
four children at that time. The same day he
resigned from his job, an opportunity with
Alabama Baptist Convention became avail-
able.

�Everything I have experienced has pre-
pared me to be president of the convention,
and I would not change anything because I
see how different spiritual experiences have
taken me closer to fulfilling my destiny. Only
God knows what is next. However, I know
God has placed me in this position to make a
difference and that is what I plan to do. I
know that once God has opened a door the
devil cannot close it,� explains Dixon. 

In this spirit, Dixon has opened many
doors, made an impact, and now he has
opened the door to the presidency of the
Maryland/Delaware Baptist Convention.

BaptistLIFE:  How has
God prepared you for the
position of President of the
BCM/D?
Dixon: The Lord has been
preparing me for a long
time for this position. I can
recall when I started with
the SBC as a volunteer for
the Alabama Baptist State
Convention, I was asked to
go from city to city in
Alabama to start what was
then called an Inter-Baptist
Fellowship Committee. My
experience as a race rela-

tion�s coordinator in the military is an exam-
ple of God preparing me for ministering and
interacting with all people. The goal of the
Inter-Baptist Fellowship was to pull together
six African-American pastors and six Anglo
Baptist pastors in each city to
find ways of building relation-
ships. A few years later I served
as interim director of this min-
istry. Later, I was appointed as a
home missionary for the Home
Mission Board, now known as
the North American Mission
Board. I served in that position
for four and a half years and
then accepted the call to come to
Prince George�s Baptist
Association as director of church
growth. After four and a half
years, I returned back to pastor-
ing and led my first Anglo church as interim
pastor of Faith Baptist Church in South
Laurel. I also continued my involvement in
the association and state convention. 

Additionally, I served as president of an advi-
sory committee to the convention staff and
was able to establish a wholesome rapport
with each staff person. For two years, the con-
vention elected me as first vice-president and
now president. Through all of these spiritual
markers in my life, I believe God was prepar-
ing me for this position. I learned early in my
ministry never to come before the Lord�s peo-
ple unprepared.

BaptistLIFE:  What particular strengths and
abilities do you possess that will be the great-
est benefit to the BCM/D?
Dixon: My strengths as I see them rest in my 
undying faith in God, the wisdom, knowledge
and understanding of his word and the power
of discernment. My abilities include listening
and embracing the pain of others and being a
reconciler (peace maker), bridge builder, coun-
selor, servant, preacher and teacher. Two of

my greatest abilities are
race relations and rela-
tionship building. 

BaptistLIFE:  What do
you perceive as the
convention�s greatest
strengths and weak-
nesses? 
Dixon: The conven-
tion�s greatest strength
first and foremost is
our well-qualified staff
and leadership that is
second to none.

Secondly, the great resources that are available
to the churches, and finally the accessibility
and servanthood of the staff.

By Sharon Mager
BaptistLIFE Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. �� The Baptist Convention of
Maryland/Delaware has a brand new partnership with
new and more convenient opportunities for volunteer
missions ministry. BCM/D is now officially partnered
with Baptists in Puebla, Mexico, a city about 80 miles
southeast of Mexico City with a population of about
two million.

�In my 30 years of working with partnership min-
istries, this has the potential of being the best that I
have every seen!�  Mike Wilson said.  Wilson, partner-
ship missions consultant/specialist, is coordinating the
new partnership along with Dan Sheffield,
Susquehanna Association�s director of missions. 

Wilson, Sheffield and long-time missions volunteer
Bert Simerson traveled to Puebla last month for the ini-
tial meetings with the churches participating in the
arrangement. 

�The city is very pretty,� Sheffield said.  �It�s
extremely well kept and clean. There are wonderful
parks with trees with little lights on them � like
Disney World.�

Huge, rugged,
snow-capped
mountains �
many of them
volcanoes � sur-
round Puebla. In
fact, one of those
volcanoes, about
60 miles away,
erupted last
month and the
smoke is still visi-
ble. It recently
�burped� leaving
ash around the
area.  Sheffield

New partnership with Mexico
Continued on page four
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Iacknowledge that some of my
ideas and views border eccentrici-

ty. Maybe this is one of those. Call
me eccentric if you wish, but I
believe that church ought to be a
fun place.  I am not sure, however,
that most people think of �fun�
when they think of the way we do
church. 

Oh, I am quite aware that church
is a �hospital for sinners.� It ought
to be a place where I can go when I
have sinned, messed up, chosen the
wrong path (You get the picture!),
and find people who will speak the
truth in love, help set me back on
the right path, and even forgive me.
I also know that in church you deal
with hurting people who are walk-
ing through deep and dark valleys

wrestling with things in their lives
that are often unexplained and
unexplainable.

I know, too, that families,
regardless of types or sizes, some-
times get cross-purposed and con-
flicted. Let me just say it. We some-
times act like children and say hurt-
ful things, do hurtful things, and
act childishly. If someone says that
those times are fun, we may need to
get him or her some help!

Let me tell you about fun at
church. It is fun when you go to
worship and really have an oppor-
tunity to experience God and cele-
brate his goodness and his gospel.
It is fun to be with fellow believers
who love you and accept you warts
and all! It is fun to go through an

open door of ministry opportunity
and see God touch lives through
you. It is fun to watch someone
come to discover for the first time
the hope of eternal life. (My Bible
tells me that the angels even throw
a party when someone gets saved!)
It is fun when you see your church
launch out on faith and accomplish
something exciting and impacting,
and the only way you can explain
what has happened is to say, �God
did it!� It is fun to be a part of a
church that walks so closely with
God that genuine revival breaks
out.

So here is the question for the
day. Are we having fun yet? If not,
what needs to happen to make your
church a �fun place?�  

Igreet you in the name of the
Father, the Son and the Holy

Spirit.  It is with great pleasure as I
sit at my desk to write a word to
BCM/D Baptists to let you know
how much I appreciate your vote of
confidence in electing me president
of this great convention.  I truly
believe that being elected your
president was a movement of the
Holy Spirit, and I will cherish every
moment and explore every oppor-
tunity to make a positive difference
in this convention. These are excit-
ing times for us and I�m asking God
daily to show me his ways as I lead
this body to the next level of our
experience in the kingdom of God.

I want you to know that I am
not an expert or specialist in any

area of ministry; however, I am a
humble servant and a bold soldier
for Christ. I will give nothing less
than my best to exalt when needed,
to challenge when necessary, and to
live my life totally for him without
compromise. I truly believe that it is
God�s plan to employ humble
instruments to accomplish great
results. Then the glory will not be
given to men, but to him who
works through them. 

As we work together let us stay
focused on the will of God for this
convention. We have one primary
purpose and that is to please him.
Let us seek out and take advantage
of every opportunity to reach peo-
ple for his kingdom. It is imperative
that we move out and move for-

ward exemplifying the love of
Christ, working together in unity
and strength, sharing the light, and
spreading the gospel to a dark and
dismal world.

Please partner with me in prayer
for our convention.  As we pray, let
us ask God to show us his ways,
give us what we need to walk in his
truths, and provide us with an
undivided heart so that we can
praise him and glorify his name for-
ever.  It is my prayer that God will
grant you more wisdom, knowl-
edge and understanding as you
continue to embrace the will, ways
and works of the Lord.  

Many years ago pianist/song-
writer Kurt Kaiser wrote a

now remote little song that I�ve
always liked.  (Most of you know of
Kurt�s music through titles like �O
How He Loves You and Me� and
�Pass It On� to mention a few).  His
song entitled �Bring Back The
Springtime� has always resonated
in my heart.  The words to the song
are as follows:

�When in the spring the flow�rs are
blooming bright and fair

After the gray of winter�s gone.
Once again the lark begins 

its tuning
Back in the meadows of my home.

Lord, to my heart bring back 
the springtime,

Take away the cold and dark of sin;
O refill me now, sweet Holy Spirit, 
May I warm and tender be again.�

I�m not much of a winter person.
I miss the extended sunlight in the
evenings and, like most people,
enjoy the snow only when it first
falls.  Give me spring!

The promise of spiritual spring is
always motivating to me. I value
the opportunity that is ours to
renew,  refresh, and rekindle the
warmth of God�s presence in our
lives.       

America stands at the entrance of
a new day with new leaders inau-
gurated.  This year the Baptist
Convention of Maryland/Delaware
is challenging our churches to
invest 365 days discovering a closer
walk with God. We have an awe-
some responsibility to take full
advantage of the opportunity God
has placed before us.

Inevitably, any closer walk with
God requires a breaking up of the

frozen, rigid and dark aspects of
our lives.  

The reality is that in order for us
to ever move closer to God, we
must move toward obedience in
every area of our lives.  Freshness
comes from being willing to do
whatever it takes to obey God�s will
in our lives.  One of my early men-
tors in ministry,  Dr. Vander Warner
Jr.  has said, �Obedience does not
produce revival ��  obedience is
revival!

All of us struggle with how to
maintain our spiritual edge in a cul-
ture that runs counter to everything
we believe.  There are times when I
simply must say, �Lord, to my heart
bring back the springtime!�  

The exciting thing is that he has
promised if we will draw nigh to
him, he will draw nigh to us. 

James Dixon, Jr.
President of BCM/D

David Lee
Executive Director of BCM/D

Bob Simpson
Editor and Director of

Communications for BCM/D

Are we having fun yet?

Bring back the springtime

Please partner with me



First Church, Crofton, sponsors a spe-
cial outreach that touches the lives of
children being displaced from their
homes. Church member Julie Rhoades
enjoys sewing. After reading about a pro-
gram in Pennsylvania called �Kuddles
for Kids� that donated stuffed animals to
children in need, Rhoades found that no
such program was offered in Maryland
� thus, �Operation Bear� was formed.
Rhoades recruits volunteers who cut,
stuff and sew patterns to make stuffed
animals. Then she delivers them to Anne
Arundel County�s child advocacy center,
where workers distribute the animals to
children when they�re removed from
their homes due to domestic violence,
abuse and other problems.   

Pleasant View Church, Port Deposit,
will have its annual �Reclaiming
America for the Sake of the Children�
Rally on Feb. 24 at Sandy Cove
Conference Center.  This year�s theme is
�A Call to Action.�  The patriotic rally is
planned to give attendees some useful
hands-on ways to impact America for
Christ.

This year�s keynote speaker is
William J. Murray.  Murray�s mother is
renowned atheist Madalyn Murray
O�Hair.  O�Hair named William plaintiff
in a court case that ultimately resulted in
the outlawing of school prayer in 1963. 

Growing up, Murray was taught that
there was no God and that the most
important things in life were enjoying
the pleasures of drinking, food and sex.

Now a Christian, Murray is chairman
of the Religious Freedom Coalition and
author of the book �My Life without
God.� Murray will be leading a seminar
about the legislative process and how
Christians can make a difference in
whether laws pass or fail.

Among the other speakers in the
day�s line-up are Senator Larry Haines
from Westminster; Senator Bob Hooper
from Harford County; John Hutchinson,
Director of People Advancing Christian
Education; and David Lee, executive
director for the Baptist Convention of
Maryland/Delaware.  The Southern
Gospel quartet The Steeles will headline
the music program.

The missions committee of Calvary
Church, Bel Air, is collecting used
English Bibles to send throughout the
world.  Examples of the people request-
ing the Bibles include Muslims in Africa
coming to know the Lord, lepers in
India, prisoners in the Philippines and
students in Trinidad.

Grace Church, Pasadena, had a chil-
dren�s mini-camp last month for two
days children had off school.  The pro-
gram was intended for church members
to bring their friends and neighbors. The
children had lunch together, made
Valentine crafts, and watched Christian
videos. 

First Church, Easton, has an after-
school Bible study for children once a
week.  The program is averaging about
65 children each week. The church also
has an outreach ministry supplying
lunches to the elderly.

Emmanuel Church, Gambrills, is
preparing to take part in a �Jesus� video
project. The church plans to distribute
300 �Jesus� videos this spring. In prepa-
ration, members will be given a list of 25
addresses and are being asked to pray
for the families at the addresses.  

The ladies at First Church, Dundalk,
had a baby shower to help women in cri-
sis situations. The gifts were given to the
Greater Baltimore Pregnancy Center for
distribution.

Members of Patterson Park Church,
Baltimore, took the mittens, hats and
scarves off of its holiday tree in the fel-
lowship hall to give to the needy, then
transformed it into a sock tree. Now
they�re collecting new socks for the
needy, and the tree will stay up through
the middle of this month.

Dunkirk Church, Potomac
Association, began an outreach program
through its Sunday school last month.
Youth and children began ministering to
transitional care patients at Calvert
Memorial Hospital through ice cream
socials, craft projects and more.

Realizing that many would-be choir
members were young parents, Redland
Church, Rockville, began choir
rehearsals earlier in the evenings and is
providing child-care.

Grace Church, Seaford, will celebrate
its 40th anniversary with a dinner on
Feb. 25. 

RAs at Oak Grove Church, Bel Air,
raised $477 for world missions during
the holiday season by hosting a
Christmas card post office for church
members. The RAs will participate in a
Pinewood Derby hosted by the
Susquehanna Association at Pleasant
View Church on Feb. 17.

Infinity Church, a new church start
sponsored by Greenbelt Church, had its
kick-off service on Feb. 4.  The new con-
gregation is under the leadership of
Aaron Pankey.  The church will meet at
the T. Howard Duckett Community
Center.

Women at Severn Church, Arundel
Association, sent care packages to college
students for Valentine�s Day. The ladies
collected microwave popcorn, hot cocoa
mix, candy, gum and other goodies.

Youth at Virginia Avenue Church,
Hagerstown, hosted a romantic
Valentine�s dinner on Feb. 11. Teens
made the event a fine dining experience
featuring spaghetti with meatballs, salad,
garlic bread and brownies. Funds from
the dinner will be used to sponsor youth
events.

Towne Church, Joppa, had its annual
Valentine banquet at a local restaurant
this month.

Inner Harbor Ministries needs help
with its ministry, feeding the needy in
Curtis Bay. Workers are needed for
Thursdays. For information, call Bill Viel
at (410) 682-4357. 

Baltimore Association�s disaster relief
unit needs volunteers to help install
insulation and sheet rock and do finish-
ing work.  For more information, call
(410) 426-2356.

Eastern Association is seeking a vol-
unteer to produce a professional video

this summer about the migrant ministry
on the Eastern Shore.  Expenses will be
paid through a generous contribution.
Anyone interested in helping should call
Karen Sallac at (410) 749-1820.

Northwinds Church, Beltsville,
recently hired two additional staff mem-
bers. Jimmy Polsgrive is a pastoral
intern and Wendy Grimley is the direc-
tor of children�s ministries.  Polsgrive is a
student at Capital Bible Seminary.
Grimley is an elementary education stu-
dent at Bowie State University.

Toby Balasoto has resigned as pastor
of Philippine International Church.
Jonathan Cachola is now the interim
pastor.

Northwest Church, Baltimore, has
called long-time church member Barbara
Cook as its full-time children�s ministry
director.  Cook has served as volunteer
children�s director for several years. The
church also called Jeffery Blaylock as its
full-time youth director.  Blaylock is in
his last semester at Southeastern
Theologiclal Seminary and will graduate
in May.  Blaylock and his wife, Cindy,
were members of Northwest before he
left for college.  The Blaylocks have two
sons, Ryan and Benjamin.

Emmanuel Church, Huntingtown,
has called Brent Coleman as their inter-
im pastor.  Coleman is the father-in-law
of Steve Trice, pastor of New Covenant
Community Church.

First Church, Capitol Heights, called
Harold Dugger as pastor.

H.L. McConnel is the new worship
pastor at Crossroads Church, Odenton.
Former worship pastor Stan Graham
moved to Texas. 

David Yeager resigned as pastor of
College Parkway Church, Arnold.

Emory �Chip� Reeves is no longer
serving as BCM/D campus minister at
University of Maryland � College Park
effective Jan. 26.  Ken Cavey, BCM/D
consultant/specialist for student/colle-
giate ministries will serve as the interim
campus minister.

Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary conferred the following
degrees on Dec. 16:

Dennis L. Allen Jr., from Ellicott City,
received the Master of Arts in Christian
Education degree.

Robert Joseph Hill, from Perryville,
received the Master of Arts in
Counseling Ministry degree.

Paul Hardin Magee III, from
Rockville, received the Master of
Divinity with Counseling Ministry
degree

Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary awarded the following degrees
at its Dec. 15 commencement:

Larry E. Moon, from Laurel, earned
the Master of Divinity degree.  He and
his wife, Josephine, are members of First
Church, Laurel.

Joe O�Banion, from Arnold, earned the
Master of Divinity
degree.  He and his 
wife, Debra, are
members of College
Parkway Church,
Arnold.

CHURCHlife
comes from two
primary sources.
Most comes from
the newsletters
and bulletins that
are mailed to
BaptistLIFE. 
The other source
is press releases
from from indi-
vidual churches
or associations. 
If the intent is to
promote some-
thing in advance
of the event,
please send the
information no
later than three
weeks prior to 
the “issue date”
which is the 3rd
Friday of every
month (except
January). We pre-
fer the information
in electronic form
via e-mail to:
smager@bcmd.org
or you may fax it to
(410) 290-6627.
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Continued on page four
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One weakness I have
noticed is the inability to be
more intentional about rela-
tionship building within the
convention. The staff is not
fully equipped to deal effec-
tively with other races. There
needs to be a strong desire in
our convention for the neces-
sary training in order to
equip us to minister effec-
tively in a multi-cultural
society. 

BaptistLIFE:  What is your
long-term vision for the con-
vention? 
Dixon: My vision for this
convention is that we
become a multi-cultural fam-
ily in a realistic way, finding
ourselves at peace with one
another and
truly seeing and
accepting each
other as brothers
and sisters in
Christ.  Together
we can find a
commonality to
use as a spring-
board for
stronger rela-
tionships. 

BaptistLIFE:
What are the
main areas you
would like the
convention to
focus on immediately? 
Dixon: I would like for the
convention to focus on striv-
ing to develop a closer walk
with God. If the BCM/D can
put its relationship with God
in the right perspective,
striving to do that which
pleases him, everything else
will fall into place and lives
will be challenged and
changed. 

BaptistLIFE:  Do you have
specific ideas for how the
convention should focus on
these main areas? 
Dixon: Yes. I am encourag-
ing each member of every

church and all churches in
the BCM/D to make an
intentional effort to study
and apply the principles of
God�s word to their lives
individually as well as col-
lectively. If we can accom-
plish this, we will develop a
genuine attitude of love dis-
played within this conven-
tion. Secondly, we will exem-
plify racial harmony to a
world that believes that we
are just a joke! The more
times we come together as a
people, and let go of our
fears, our relationship
becomes greater! I know that
God put me in this position,
so he has some plans that he
intends for me to be part of in
the Baptist Convention of

Maryland/Delaware. The Holy
Spirit will provide the power to
deal with any challenge.

BaptistLIFE: How would
you describe the challenges
of leveraging the ethnic
diversity of our churches for
growth, church planting,
convention involvement, and
for responding to the Great
Commission for the kingdom
of God? 
Dixon: Personally, I see
challenges as God�s opportu-
nity to show us that all
things are possible. He knew
when he gave the Great
Commission that it would

not be easy for us to reach
out to people who were dif-
ferent from us. However, we
must realize that the Great
Commission is for all
Christians. It is for all cul-
tures and all races. It com-
mands us to go, to baptize,
to teach and to tell, and he
promised that he would be
with us. Therefore, the chal-
lenge is not ours but God�s.
We must change our think-
ing when it comes to starting
churches in terms of only
black, white, Asian, etc. and
start churches where they are
needed regardless of who
makes up the community.
We must come out of our
comfort zone and let God
carry forth his work through

us. Every
Christian
with the
agape love of
God has the
ability to
touch the
lives of peo-
ple and
make a dif-
ference
through the
power of the
Holy Spirit.  

BaptistLIFE:
What is your

future view of the BCM/D
that is different from today? 
Dixon: I believe God has set
this convention apart to do
some great things for the
kingdom of God. There is no
other area that has this great
opportunity to reach people
of all races than the
Northeast corridor. I believe
God wants to use the
BCM/D to change the
awareness of the faith com-
munity in terms of how we
deal with people, planting
churches, church growth and
convention involvement. We
have the potential to become
a solid, racially mixed con-
vention inside and out, with
every member of the body
working together in peace
and harmony. 

Baptist LIFE:  What do you
want people to know about
you, your church, family and
your background? 
Dixon: I love the Lord with
all my heart, mind and soul.
I know that I have been
called to be a pastor, preach-
er, teacher, and the president
of this convention. I am a
God-fearing man of integrity. 

I have been married to
Dessie for 29 years on March
11 of this year, and love her
dearly. She is my best friend
and a tremendous blessing
to my life and ministry. We
have known each other since

she was in the sixth grade
and I was in the seventh
grade. When I saw her, I
knew there was something
special about her. We were
married when I was 20 and
she was 19. She is involved
within our church, nationally
with WMU, and she writes
as well as leads conferences.
We have four children and
six grandchildren. She is a
great woman. It never ceases
to amaze me how the Lord
placed us together and how
well we complement each
other. I believe that God cre-
ated the family before he cre-
ated the church, so I try to
keep my priorities in the
right place.

We have been blessed
with four beautiful children
� Anthony, Natasha,
Christopher, and Shavaun �
and six grandchildren. One
of the greatest joys in my life
is the fact that all of my chil-
dren have a relationship
with the Lord and a great
relationship with each other.
It�s such a blessing to have a
friendship and kinship with-
in the family.

I am pastor of one of the
greatest churches in the area.
El Bethel Baptist Church in
Ft. Washington was estab-
lished eight years ago. We
believe in discipleship, mis-
sions and evangelism.
Presently, we are in the
midst of a building program.

Continued from page one

�I learned early 
in my ministry
never to come

before the
Lord�s people
unprepared.�

�We have to 
discard racial

issues and  break
down barriers

because they are
hindrances and

we have to move
ahead.�

CHURCHlife 

Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary
conferred the following
degree during its fall com-
mencement in December:

Joseph Phillips, from
Bowie, received the Master
of Divinity degree.  His
home church is Cresthill
Church in Bowie.

JAMES AND DESSIE DIXON

O U R  V I S I O N

By 2010, the Baptist
Convention of
Maryland/Delaware
will have 600
congregations with
150,000 persons
fulfilling Jesus’ 
command in 
Matthew 28:19-20.

Continued from page three



By Jane Lippy
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. ��  The
Baptist Convention of
Maryland/Delaware not only
met, but topped, their very
ambitious State Missions
Offering goal. With a goal of
$175,000, churches contributed
$181,317, �a significant
increase,� according to John
Faris, BCM/D�s director of
finance. Falling short of the
$165,000 goal, $156,041 was
received in 1999.

Focusing on the theme,
�Doing Our Homework � to
Make Disciples,� Lee�s admo-
nition prior to the September
campaign was that, �Together
we can gather significant
resources to impact the projects and ministries
outlined in our 2000 effort.�

Alan Ray, state missions week planning com-
mittee chairman,  said, �I am thrilled with the
response.  It is a testimony to the vision that
churches are catching on as to what God wants
us to do.  We worked together as a committee to
communicate to the churches what the missions
offering could accomplish.  Churches saw this as
a worthy goal.�

Ellen Udovich,
another planning
committee member,
said, �God has
been so generous!
The churches have
really been enthusi-
astic in missions
giving.  Lives have
been changed and
new works start-
ed.�  For the first
time this year, she
said, information
and the prayer
guides were trans-
lated by volunteers
and printed into
Spanish and
Korean. Also, �the
African-American council gave and challenged
others to give,� she said.

Prior to the Week of Prayer, James Dixon, pas-
tor of El Bethel Church, Fort Washington, said,
�We have a lot of churches which need strength-
ening in discipleship.�  Seventy to eighty
African-American churches belong to the conven-
tion.       

Ray has also mentioned the Hispanic popula-
tion in both states as a growing demographic.
�We�re working to build fellowship and encour-
age the work they�re doing. The Nueva
Esperanza [New Hope Center] in Wilmington is
doing a tremendous work in reaching Hispanics
and hopes to expand the facility,� he said.   

Along with the African-American church
development and Hispanic work, Appalachian
ministries, assisting with the needs in rural
Appalachia, is another new area slated to receive

funds.  �It�s a cooperative effort of state conven-
tions to help one of the most needy areas in the
country,� Ray said.

Camp WoMeTo; migrant,
resort, raceway, port, truck-
ing, and prison ministries;
church-planting; children�s
evangelism; Bibles and the
�Jesus� film distribution;
strengthening church leaders;
Canton Center; disaster relief,
and more benefit from the
Week of Prayer offering. 

CP receipts rise 
in 2000

The leadership of the
BCM/D is committed to the
12 core values adopted sever-
al years ago.  One of these
core values is accountability
� specifically financial

accountability.   �We believe that the Cooperative
Program and other resources are a gift from
God�s abundance through the sacrificial obedi-
ence of His people, and that we manage these
and all other resources with both spiritual stew-
ardship and fiscal responsibility.  We will honor
those who give by following the mission-driven
and strategy-governed budgets; by maximizing
income and minimizing expense; and by driving

every possible dollar
toward the direct,
measurable fulfill-
ment of our stated
mission.�

Not only did
Maryland/Delaware
Baptists� donations
go over and above
funding the entire list
of itemized alloca-
tions for the State
Missions Offering,
the Cooperative
Program receipts also
rose.  Faris said that
$3,822,323 was con-
tributed for the year
just ended.  This rep-

resents 10 percent
more than the budgeted amount of $3,475,000
and a 10.2 percent increase over the $3,469,083
Cooperative Program receipts in 1999.  

�This is the first time in recent memory � 13
years since I have been here �� that we have
done this.  A number of young churches are join-
ing in with the Cooperative Program.  It reflects
the general confidence the churches have in the
state convention and the direction we�re going.
A good economy didn�t hurt.  There�s an increase
in the number of churches contributing and the
amount they contribute,� Faris said.
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O U R  M I S S I O N

The Baptist Convention of
Maryland/Delaware will 
intentionally assist in
starting and strengthening
congregations so that they
can fulfill Jesus’ command
in Matthew 28:19-20.

Top 30 giving churches
(in total dollars given)

Oak Grove $200,201.97

FBC, Laurel 97,403.92

Allen Memorial 96,315.13

Severn 85,701.67

Calvary, Bel Air 75,856.00

Glen Burnie 75,632.42

Greenridge 68,560.87

Faith, Glen Burnie 68,346.10

South Columbia 67,464.02

Global Mission 58,000.00

Ogletown 52,748.41

Elders 51,885.02

Lexington Park 49,986.06

FBC, Rockville 49,417.79

White Marsh 49,369.41

Greensboro 45,494.47

Kettering 44,587.51

Middle River 42,148.75

Westminster 38,978.04

Leonardtown 38,768.75

FBC, Waldorf 38,712.85

Hockessin 37,792.48

FBC, Frederick 37,647.15

FBC, Cambridge 37,156.00

Valley, Lutherville 36,778.47

Colonial 36,666.65

Friendship, Sykesville 36,453.13

Faith, Knoxville 34,394.63

Heritage 33,679.07

Bethel 33,239.03

�I am thrilled with the
response. It is a 
testimony to the

vision that churches
are catching on as
to what God wants

us to do...�
Alan Ray

GMB President

Maryland/Delaware Baptists exceed 

challenge “To Do Homework”

JOHN FARIS



Aberdeen Korean 840.00 -    
Abundant Life 50.00 -    
Abyssinia 500.00 -    
African American 
International -    -    
Agape of Washington 500.00 -    
Allen Memorial 94,315.13 2,000.00
Alpha 400.00 -    
Antioch 100.00 -    
Arbutus 2,174.79 59.56 
Ashton 15,382.17 -    
Atlantic Street -    -    
Baltimore Chinese 1,000.00 -    
Barnesville 9,000.00 -    
Bayside 24,522.00 -    
Bayview Mission -    -    
Beacon -      -    
Bedford Road 629.60 -    
Bel Forest 7,438.24 -    
Bel Air 3,338.03 -    
Belair Korean - -
Belvedere 2,069.89 -    
Berea -    -    
Berean, Clinton 130.00 -    
Berean of Frederick County 6,315.75       2,400.00
Berwyn 9,491.76 150.00
Bethany 30,653.12 -    
Bethany Lane 13,500.71 -    
Bethel 33,239.03 -    
Bowie Holy Spirit 600.00 -    
Brantly -    -    
Broadneck -    710.00 
Broadview 210.00 840.00 
Burtonsville 3,747.00 -    
Callaway 4,186.17 -    
Calvary, Bel Air 75,856.00 -    
Calvary, Rising Sun 13,101.80 -    
Calvary, Towson -    1,000.00
Calvary, Upper Marlboro 13,215.39 -    
Calverton 7,556.04 -    
Canton 1,724.75 -    
Carsins Run 600.00 -    
Catonsville 1,498.37 2,363.45
Central 943.00 -    
Chestnut Ridge 100.00       1,000.00
Christ Creative -    -    
Christ Memorial 1,871.78 -    
Christian -                 25.00 
Christian Family -    -    
Christian Unity -    -    
Christ’s Community 3,593.52 -
Church at Riverside 1,961.82 -    
Church of the Great Commission 2,083.30 -    
Claremont -    -    
Clinton 15,593.69 -    
Cobb Island 2,242.06 -    
Cockeysville 4,123.23 -    
Colesville 12,000.00 -    
Colgate 1,021.68 -    
College Parkway 17,487.36 2,398.64
Colonial 36,666.65 -    
Columbia Chinese 800.00 -    
Columbia Fellowship 1,658.00 1,500.00
Conowingo 23,628.48 -    
Cordova 220.00 -    
Cornerstone Community 3,000.00 -    
Cornerstone Bible -    -    
Cornerstone International Bible - -
Cornerstone Peaceful 2,100.00 -    
Covenant Christian Fellowship -     459.01 
Covenant Korean 600.00 -    
Covenant, Columbia 18,794.40 -    
Covenant, Shepherdstown 8,500.00 -    
Cresthill 1,690.17 -    
Crossroads of Montgomery Co. 5,897.36 -
CrossRoads Community of

Harford County -              2,841.00
Crossroads Community, Edgemere 50.00 25.00 
Crossroads Community, 

Falling Waters 2,784.09 1,373.74
Crossroads, Odenton 2,407.01 -    
David Memorial 100.00 100.00 
Daybreak Community -    -    
Deep Creek 3,794.10 -    
Delaware Korean 990.00 -    
Disciples Bible 279.00 248.00
Dong Moon -    -    
Dublin Missionary 871.47 -    
Dunkirk 17,105.92 -    
Ebenezer Full Gospel -    -    
Edgemere 97.82 -    
Edgewood 5,661.65 -    
Eglise Baptist du Calvaire -     -    
El Bethel 850.00 -    
Elders 51,885.02 -    
Elkridge 11,103.44 -    
Elvaton 6,730.61       3,500.00
Emmanuel Haitian -    -    
Emmanuel United -    -    
Emmanuel, Finksburg 742.04 -    
Emmanuel, Gambrills 10,102.45 -    
Emmanuel, Huntingtown 12,273.37 -    
Emmanuel, Laurel 4,500.00 -    
Expectation Bible -    -    
Fair Haven 1,393.60 -    
Faith Southern 10,270.73 1,382.15
Faith, Glen Burnie 68,346.10 -    
Faith, Hampstead 3,838.00 -    
Faith, Knoxville 34,394.63 -    
Faith, Laurel 11,479.25 -
FBC, Aberdeen 5,056.00 -

FBC, Baltimore - -
FBC, Beltsville 2,894.45 50.00
FBC, Berlin 19,252.21 -    
FBC, Brooklyn 7,762.29 -    
FBC, Brunswick 4,048.26 -    
FBC, Cambridge 37,156.00 -    
FBC, Capitol Heights -    -    
FBC, Chestertown 1,231.76 -    
FBC, Crisfield 6,006.17 -    
FBC, Crofton 18,954.07 210.87
FBC, Cumberland 1,200.00 -    
FBC, Damascus 9,714.09 -    
FBC, Delmar 11,191.92 -    
FBC, Dundalk 19,056.00 -    
FBC, East New Market 880.40 -    
FBC, Easton 26,422.56 -    
FBC, Eastport 4,876.08 -    
FBC, Edgewater 9,287.66 -    
FBC, Elkton 1,506.00 6,710.00
FBC, Essex 2,258.00 -   
FBC, Frederick 26,763.97       10,883.18
FBC, Fruitland 700.00 -    
FBC, Girdletree 6,343.00 -      
FBC, Gray Manor 100.00 -    
FBC, Hagerstown 19,366.40 -    
FBC, Havre de Grace 19,212.43 116.46 
FBC, Hurlock 4,089.82 -    
FBC, Kent Island 7,065.05 -    
FBC, Keyser 857.50 -    
FBC, Kingsville 752.26 -    
FBC, La Plata 15,000.00 250.00 
FBC, Lansdowne 2,766.00 241.00 
FBC, Laurel 97,403.92 -    
FBC, Mardela Springs 5,553.85 -    
FBC, Marydel -                2,160.31
FBC, Mount Ranier 14,110.17 -    
FBC, North East 12,136.76 -    
FBC, Perryville 18,602.32 -    
FBC, Pocomoke City 15,756.54 -    
FBC, Princess Anne 11,276.19
FBC, Rockville 36,348.01 13,069.78
FBC, Savage 10,500.00 -    
FBC, Shady Side 350.00 -     
FBC, St. Charles 19,730.45 -    
FBC, Suitland 21,495.19 -    
FBC, Thurmont 2,412.74 -    
FBC, Waldorf 38,712.85 -    
FBC, Welcome -    -    
FBC, Westernport 2,367.00 -    
Fellowship 900.00 -    
Fenwick Island 6,600.00 -    
Ferndale -    -    
First English 3,870.57
First Haitian Berachah -    -    
First Haitian of Williamsburg 640.00 -    
First Hispanic of Laurel 16,568.95 -    
First Hispanic, Adelphi 2,145.00 -    
First Korean 780.00 -    
First Pilgrim Haitian 145.00 -    
First Southern 28,370.53 -    
First Vietnamese 1,300.00 -    
Forest 5,458.65 -    
Forest Hill Community 1,182.48 -    
Forest Park -    -    
Forestville 4,256.28 -    
Fountain Community 187.50 -    
Frederick Korean -    -    
Freedom Way -    -    
Friendship, Newark 15,980.69 -    
Friendship, Sykesville 36,019.13 434.00 
Georgia Avenue     28,618.53 20.00 
Germantown 13,265.06 -    
Gethsemane 26,765.04 -    
Glen Burnie 75,632.42 -    
Glen Echo -    -    
Glenn Dale 7,053.34 -    
Global Mission 58,000.00 -    
Glory -    -    
Good News Bible -    -    
Goodwill 2,887.11 -    
Gospel Missionary -    -    
Grace of God Fellowship 150.00 -    
Grace, Baltimore -    -    
Grace, Bryans Road 8,135.01 -    
Grace, Cumberland 8,574.97 -    
Grace, Seaford 9,971.83 -    
Grace, Sunset Beach 7,764.46 -    
Grace, Westminster 250.00 -    
Graceland 9,456.60 -    
Greater Fellowship -    -    
Greater Spiritual Fellowship  -    550.00 
Greater Victory 3,285.25 -    
Greenbelt 490.15 934.87 
Greenbrier 1,955.02 -      
Greenridge 68,560.87 -    
Greensboro 45,248.47 246.00 
Gunpowder 14,208.96 -    
Hagerstown Korean -    -    
Haitian Mission -    -    
Hampden 3,212.00 -    
Hampstead 100.00 -    
Hanuel Roganeum Korean -    -    
Harbor Heights 1,020.13 -    
Harrington 2,486.50 -    
Harvest 8,497.74 -    
Hazelwood 12,175.85 -    
Heartland 1,653.60 632.18 
Heritage 33,679.07 -    
Hockessin 37,792.48 -    
Holy House Community 150.00 -    
Hope 16,661.18 350.00 
Hosanna Korean -    -    
Hughesville 19,500.00 -    
Huntingdon 200.00 -    
Huntingdon Chinese -    100.00 
Iglesia Bautista Alpha y Omega 473.00 -    
Iglesia Bautista Emanuel 1,227.11 -        
Iglesia Bautista Hispana

de Gaithersburg 87.50 -    
Iglesia Bautista Hispana 

de Rockville 5,300.48 -    
Iglesia Bautista Montrose -   -    
Immanuel Korean 350.00 -    
Immanuel, Baltimore 5,073.77 -    
Immanuel, Hispanic -    -    
Immanuel, Salisbury 29,071.53 -    
Indian Head 10,791.45 -    

Jessup 12,544.47 -    
Jesus Christ the Good Shepherd 246.98 -    
Joppa Road 2,315.21 -    
Joshua Bible Church 1,602.36 -    
Kensington 3,454.97 -    
Kent 10,401.46 -    
Kettering 44,587.51 -     
Kingdom 499.96 -    
Korean Central -    -    
Korean of Faith -    -    
Korean of Washington 1,200.00 -    
Lake Shore 2,946.35 2,522.09
Landover Hills 27,305.00 -    
Latter Day -    -    
Laurel 301.78 -    
Laurel Korean 700.00 -    
LaVale 6,871.90 -    
Laytonsville 2,885.07 -    
LeDetroit -    -    
Lee Street Memorial 8,109.98 -    
Leonardtown 38,768.75 -    
Lexington Park 49,986.06 -    
Liberty 7,000.00 -    
Lighthouse 400.00 -    
Linthicum 5,485.71 -    
Little David -    -    
Little Meadows 1,458.53 -    
Loch Raven 5,311.66 299.58 
London Village 792.00 -    
Long Green 19,207.00 -    
Lynnhaven 23,995.53 -    
Manchester 5,814.00 -    
Maple View 657.36 -    
Marbury 20,343.62 -    
Marion 450.00 -    
Mars Hill 4,603.08 3.60 
Maryland -    -    
Maryland Central Korean 100.00 100.00 
Maryland City 4,563.68 -    
Maryland Point 2,872.49 221.00 
Mason Dixon 11,502.01 -    
Meadows -    -    
Memorial Heights 6,277.96 -    
Merritt Park 50.00 25.00 
Middle River 42,148.75 -    
Miracle Korean 100.00 -    
Missione Evangelica 57.66 -    
Monroe Memorial 80.00 -    
Montgomery 500.00 -    
Montgomery Chinese 2,400.00 -    
Montgomery Korean 325.00 -    
Montrose -    -    
Mount Airy 24,000.00 2,000.00
Mt. Calvary 10,400.00 -    
Mt. Sinai -    -    
Myersville 7,217.05 -    
Nanjemoy 13,200.00 -    
Nehemiah Temple -    -    
New Bethel Bethesda 1,396.85 -    
New Christian Bible 400.00 -    
New Covenant Community 369.00 -    
New Day, Baltimore 9,459.34 -    
New Fellowship -    -    
New Hope Center, Wilmington -    -     
New Hope Community, Pasadena 3,680.70 -    
New Hope of Prince George’s

County 1,525.00 -    
New Hope, Lothian 100.00 -    
New Image 100.00 -    
New Jericho 880.00 100.00 
New Jerusalem 974.31 -    
New Life Community 1,535.74 -    
New Life Korean -    -    
New Redeemer 200.00 -    
New Solid Rock -    -     
New Vision Bible -    10.00 
Noel Korean -    -    
North 2,313.28 36.50
North Arundel -    -    
North Glen 6,721.86 -    
North Harford 27,649.42 150.00 
North Point 8,775.06 -    
Northeast 3,944.21 -    
Northside 8,916.25 -    
Northwest 27,919.00 -    
Northwinds 600.00 -    
Oak Grove 200,201.97 -    
Oak Ridge 5,255.03 464.37 
Ocean City 19,351.64 -    
Ogletown 52,748.41 -    
Oldtown 2,779.00 -    
Olney 13,371.35 -    
One Hope Korean -    -    
Onnury Korean 750.00 -    
Open Bible Deaf 600.00 -    
Open Bible House -    -    
Oxon Hill 11,001.27 -    
Paramount 12,917.63 -    
Parkton Community 923.42 312.98 
Parkville 18,203.62 -    
Patapsco Community 375.00 -    
Patterson Park 1,205.56 1,783.82
Peninsula 2,663.84 -    
Philippine International 

Bible, Derwood 480.00 -    
Philippine Int’l Community 

Bible, Bowie 840.00 -    
Pilgrim’s Way Bible 750.00 -    
Pine Grove 150.00 -    
Pinesburg 725.00 -    
Pitts Creek 1,361.30 -    
Pleasant Rock 75.00 -    
Pleasant Valley 16,103.62 -    
Pleasant View, Oakland 1,971.77 403.11 
Pleasant View, Port Deposit 20,234.40 -    
Poolesville 4,550.00 -    
Porters Grove 1,328.76 -    
Potomac Heights 29,792.74 -    
Precious Fountain 375.00 -    
Prince of Peace 3,929.79 -    
Progressive 1,100.00 -    
Promise Missionary 150.00 -    
Real Life Community 250.00 -    
Redland 18,034.32 -    
Rehoboth 2,186.01 -    
Reisterstown 12,483.43 4,997.25
Riva Trace 7,791.74 -    

Riverside, Baltimore 5,340.00 -    
Riverside, Oxon Hill -    -    
Rockville Korean 1,800.00 -    
Rolling Hills 7,933.14 -    
Rush -    -    
Seaside 3,936.25 -    
Seat Pleasant -    -    
Second 16,266.45 -    
Second & Fourth 3,939.10 -    
Seven Locks 200.00 1,250.00
Seventh 7,500.00 -    
Severn 85,701.67 -    
Severn Korean 360.00 -    
Severna Park 17,395.86 -    
Sharon Bible Fellowship -    -    
Shelbourne 7,583.77 -    
Slavic Mission -    -    
Smithsburg Valley 11,488.60 -    
Smyrna 3,584.62 -    
Solid Rock The New 

Generation -    -    
Solid Rock, D.C. 304.68 -    
Solomon’s Inspirational 

Temple of God -    -    
South Columbia 67,464.02 -    
South End 25,320.94 -    
South Shore 31,602.65 -    
Southern Calvert 29,714.13 -    
Spence 11,548.36 -    
St. James Inspirational -    -    
St. James, Capitol Heights -    -    
St. John’s -    -    
St. Mary’s Missionary -    -     
St. Timothy’s -    -    
Stoney Run 2,572.00 -    
Streetlite Christian Fellowship 5,000.00 -    
Summit Trace 100.00 -    
Tabernacle, Baltimore 15,738.07 -    
Tabernacle, Fort Washington -    -    
Takoma Park Hispanic 140.00 -    
Tamil Christian -    -    
Taneytown 7,533.00 -    
Temple 10,295.76 -    
Towne 22,314.53 -      
Travilah 2,027.80 -    
Tri-County 2,326.12 3,993.38
Trinity 24,642.70 -    
Triumphant -    -    
Truth Chapel -    -    
Tyrannus Korean 10,120.00 -    
Union -    -    
United 12,037.43 -    
Unity 1,695.08 -    
University 1,875.00 -    
Uplift -    -    
Upper Seneca 5,067.13 -    
Valley, Lutherville 36,778.47 -    
Valley, Middletown -    -    
Victory Temple -    -    
Viers Mill 12,000.00 -    
Viers Mill Spanish -    -    
Vietnamese of Baltimore 240.00 -    
Village 950.00 -    
Virginia Avenue 6,871.15 -    
Washington Street -    -    
Watersedge 5,231.10 -    
Waynesboro Korean -    -    
Weems Creek 19,196.16 -    
Welsh Memorial 4,352.09 -    
West End 7,508.20 -    
West Hyattsville -    -    
Westminster 38,978.04 -    
Wheaton Woods 143.00 -    
White Marsh 49,369.41 -    
White Plains 10,613.55 -    
Whitehall 20,194.83 -    
Wildwood 22,875.18 -    
Woodbrook 2,007.56 16,676.76
Woolford Memorial 1,110.00 -    
Zion Hill -    -    

OTHER 1,604.00 125.00 
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Editor�s Note: The above giving statistics 
represent what BCM/D churches 
contributed to the Convention in 2000.
Church names have been abbreviated  for
space considerations.  The CP category
stands for Cooperative Program, gifts that
are split 59/41 between the BCM/D and
the Southern Baptist Convention. The
BCM/D category represents designated
gifts for BCM/D causes.  The BCM/D
budget is on a January - December basis.

BCM/D GIVING FOR 2000CONVENTIONlife

TOTALS                3,822,323.28 107,008.64



Our Consultant/Specialists are here to serve you!

Name: Ministry Specialty: Telephone Ext/E-mail:

Brown, Ron Ministers Continuing Education/Seminary Extension 221/rbrown@bcmd.org

Cavey, Ken Student/Collegiate Ministries and Evangelism 220/kcavey@bcmd.org

Drake, Ronnie African-American Church Dev./Men�s Ministries 227/rdrake@bcmd.org

Faris, John Ministers Compensation/Church Treasurers 203/jfaris@bcmd.org

Harris, Wayne Church Minister Relations/Church Development 217/wharris@bcmd.org

Holland, June Bible Teaching/Children�s Ministries 233/jholland@bcmd.org

Jackson, Jimmy Church Planting/Restarts/Language Churches 225/jjackson@bcmd.org

Jordan, Ken Family Ministry/Church Administration 213/kjordan@bcmd.org

Lee, Sherry Ministers Wives/Families Coordinator 211/slee@bcmd.org

Millwood, Randy Disciple-making/Small Groups/New Church Dev. 219/rmillwood@bcmd.org 

Smith, Aquilla WMU/Adult Missions Education/Special Education 231/asmith@bcmd.org

Solomon, Dee Music/Worship 215/dsolomon@bcmd.org

Udovich, Ellen Direct Ministries/Lay Mobilization/Senior Adults 216/eudovich@bcmd.org

Wilson, Mike Evangelism/Partnership Missions/Prayer 223/mwilson@bcmd.org
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RESOURCES

For other ministry resources, visit us online at www.bcmd.org and click on Resources, Staff Directory or BCM/D Calendar

5-9 Staff Planning Week

2-3 �Family to Family� Evangelism Training �� Evangelism
training designed to enable every family to get on mission
with God and maximize their potential for the Kingdom of
God. (ext. 223)

16-18 Operation JumpStart �� A strategic thrust designed to 
jumpstart visioning, planning, and a growth mentality in 
churches that are plateaued, declining, or about to enter a 
new chapter in their development. (ext. 211)

24 �Share Jesus Without Fear� Training �� Evangelism 
training to equip those in the body of Christ to boldly 
share their faith.  This easy-to-use approach to witnessing 
will motivate people to share Jesus with family, friends
and neighbors. (ext. 223)

26-28 Senior Adult Festival �� Mon. 3 p.m.- Wed. 12 noon 
Sheraton Hotel and Conference Center, Ocean City.
Enrichment retreat with inspirational speakers, 
music, fellowship and interest seminars for senior adults 
and leaders. (ext. 215)  (See ad on page 10)

1 Pastors Network (Smaller Membership Churches of 200
or less) �� 10 a.m. � 2 p.m.  Baptist Center �� Pastors of 
smaller membership churches meet to share ideas and 
resources for preaching, care-giving, leading and so on. 
(ext. 211)

15,12, School of Music �� 7� 9:30 p.m. at the Baptist Center �� 
19,20 Planning music for different kinds of worship. (ext. 215)

14 African-American Advisory Council Pastors Conference
10 a.m. � 3 p.m.  at the Baptist Center � For African-
American pastors to better understand BCM/D resources 
and provide rationales for increased involvement. 
(Contact James Dixon at 301-292-0800)

19-20 SCLL Spiritual Formation Retreat �� Mon. 3 p.m. � Tue. 
12  noon at Skycroft Conference Center �� Continued 
training for 2000-2001 SCLL participants. (ext. 221)

23-24  Ministers Wives Retreat �� Fri. 7 p.m. � Sat. 3 p.m. �� 
An opportunity for fellowship, inspiration and relaxation.
(ext. 201) (See ad on page 10)

9-10     RA Congress �� Middle River Church, Baltimore, � A
program of Bible study, fellowship, worship and missions 
emphasis for Royal Ambassador boys and their leaders.

4-11 On Mission in North America:  Week of Prayer, Mission 
Study, and Annie Armstrong Easter Offering � A time for
focus, prayer and giving for North American missions. 
(ext. 231)

7 Day of Prayer for Spiritual Awakening in North America

12-18 Youth Week

18 Alcohol and Drug Prevention Sunday

25 On Mission: Planting New Congregations Sunday

BCM/D EMPHASES

CONGREGATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT AND SUPPORT

MISSIONS INVOLVEMENT

SBC EMPHASES

CONVENTIONlife
MARCH 2001

Contact us today at 800.466.5290

http://www.bcmd.org
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Week of Prayer for No

North American Missions Week emphasizes 
�On Mission Together�
By Jane Lippy
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

Ginger Smith, North American Mission Board missionary at Brantley Baptist Center, New Orleans, see the home-
less through God�s eyes.  �They are not dangerous, scary or lazy.  They�re real people,� she says.

Three Native American reservations are located within the 12 counties, served by 40 churches and missions, of Kaw
Valley Baptist Association in Kansas. Randy and Doris Cowling, director of missions and his wife, say, �We really have a
heart for bringing people into a personal relationship with God.�  They covet the prayers of God�s people in ministering
to these communities, including those with gambling casinos, the area around the Indian Nations University Center and
those where they are planting new churches.

Rob and Sandra Stip, Mission Service Corps volunteers in American Samoa, share Jesus with cruising boaters and
seafarers and lead a children�s ministry.  �They went home with Christ in their hearts,� says Sandra, concerning five
Filipino fishermen who came to them for help after being beaten and unpaid for many months.  

Smith, the Cowlings, and the Stips are several of more than 5,000 North American Mission Board missionaries,
whose ministries are highlighted in the Prayer Guide for the �On Mission in North America: Week of Prayer and
Mission Study� for North American Missions and the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering, March 4-11. The national offer-
ing goal is $50 million.

�Each year, we set aside a week in the busy church calendar to celebrate missions here in the homeland,� Aquilla
Smith, consultant-specialist, Woman�s Missionary Union, BCM/D, says in her letter to pastors and WMU directors.
Pastors receive and are encouraged to use a videotape of missionary testimonies; a tape of Johnny Hunt, pastor of First
Baptist Church, Woodstock, Ga.; and other information. Churches are sent prayer guides, envelopes and a poster for use
among the members.

�The North American missions emphasis has been very important as we think about missions in North America as a
whole. The theme, �On Mission Together,� focuses on the idea that it�s a cooperative effort between people in the pew
and missionaries. We�re in this together,� Smith says.  �Impact Northeast brings it home closer to us.  More than ever,
we need to be aware that missions is right at our front door,� she adds.  

Impact Northeast links the needs in the North with the resources in the South. Alabama, Mississippi, North Carolina,
Tennessee, Texas and Virginia state conventions committed to partner with the District of Columbia, New England,
Maryland/Delaware, Pennsylvania/South Jersey and New York conventions. The priority strategies are: start new
churches; reach the six million students on 600 college and university campuses; revitalize, strengthen and encourage
the existing Baptist churches; and provide training for pastors and lay leaders.   

Each person, church, association or state convention that accepts a project agrees to bear the expenses involved.
Heritage Church, Annapolis, provides an office for Impact Northeast. Charles R. Barnes, retired executive director,
BCM/D, serves as the coordinator, facilitating the networking relationship between the state conventions.

The prayer guide, which focuses on the work of a different NAMB missionary each day, says, �God prepares each
Christian for ministry in unique ways. The missionaries listed can testify how their backgrounds prepared them for
what God has called them to do. Each is uniquely prepared to serve; they are not interchangeable. That�s why God
made us into a body. Each member is specialized through training, background and abilities. Each member is equipped
to reach people for Christ. Each member needs the support of other members of the body. These missionaries, represent-
ing a force of more than 5,000 serving throughout the United States and Canada, share Christ with more than 200 mil-
lion people who do not know him. You support them as you pray for them each day and give through the Annie
Armstrong Easter Offering for North American Missions.  Although uniquely gifted, missionaries can�t do everything
alone. We are on mission together.�

Smith concludes, �This year with Impact Northeast, it is more crucial than ever for us to pray, give and seriously con-
sider going somewhere in our homeland to make a real difference for Christ. Pray and give as never before!�



Each year, we honor the life and work of Annie Walker Armstrong (1850-1938) when we give to the annual offering
for home missions named after her. Annie was born in Baltimore, where she founded and served as president for 42
years of the Mother�s Meeting at Eutaw Place Baptist Church. Working with the African-American Church Women�s
Societies, she helped organize vocational schools to teach African-American children. Annie died on Dec. 20, 1938 in
Baltimore and is buried in that city�s Greenmount Cemetery.

A tireless servant of God, a contagious advocate, and supporter of mission efforts throughout the world, Annie
Armstrong led women to unite in mission endeavors that ultimately led to the formation of Woman�s Missionary Union,
for which she served as the first corresponding secretary. 

Annie believed in Christ with all her heart, but it was her hands that expressed that belief in tangible ways. She spent
a great amount of time typing and handwriting letters in support of missions. Many of these letters were quite lengthy
and all were filled with conviction that more could and should be done in our mission efforts.  In 1893 alone, she wrote
almost 18,000 letters! 

Annie also never hesitated to use her hands to reach out to hug a child or distribute food and clothing and the Word
of God to those in need. Her hands held her own Bible as she studied to know how best to share God�s love 
with others. And, most important, Annie was a woman of prayer, folding her hands in prayer to intercede for the 
missionaries and for those they were helping discover Christ.

Annie rallied churches to give more, pray more and do more for reaching people for Christ. As we continue to unite to
make her vision a reality in North America today, we can be confident that her legacy will also be ours.    

Who Was Annie Armstrong?

nal Goal:
000,000

Our Church�s Goal:
$_________

On Mission Together...

www.anniearmstrong.com

h American Mission Board

orth American Missions : March 4-11, 2001

Baptist Convention of Maryland Delaware
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MINISTERS WIVES RETREAT

March 23-24, 2001

Best Western Conference Center 
Westminster, MD

Featured Speaker:

Areta Graham
Baptist Convention of New York

Cost: $35

(includes dinner, double occupancy lodging,
and continental breakfast)

For information or to request a registration form, contact
Sherry Lee at 800.466.5290  Ext. 211

SENIOR ADULT FESTIVAL

Sheraton Fountainbleau•Ocean City, Maryland
March 26-28, 2001

A Disciple’s Journey...Developing An Intimate Walk With God

Call for brochure and registration form
For more information, please contact:

Ellen Udovich or Carol McGiffin 
(800) 466-5290 ext. 232

cmcgiffin@bcmd.org

CONVENTIONlife

Official Newsjournal of the 
Baptist Convention of
Maryland/Delaware

Drawing people in Maryland and 
Delaware closer to God and to each other!

10255 Old Columbia Road
Columbia, MD 21046-1716

Published monthly except in January.

STAFF
Bob Simpson                            Editor    
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Sherry Lee Editorial Associate
Sean Copley Graphic Design
Sharon Mager                    Staff Writer
Rhonda Owen-Smith   Correspondent
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Ed Nettleship                Photographer
Cindy Dunigan                Webmaster 
Karen Willoughby              Consultant

Plus a Volunteer Network of Reporters
and Photographers from our 

Eleven Associations

CONTACT INFORMATION
Office Phone   (410) 290-5290 Ext. 245
Toll-free Line (800) 466-5290 Ext. 245
FAX (410) 290- 6627
E-mail                    bclifton@bcmd.org

POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to BaptistLIFE, 10255 Old
ColumbiaRoad, Columbia, MD 21046-
1716.

ADDRESS CHANGE:  Please send
new address with old mailing label at 
least three weeks prior to move.     

SUBSCRIPTION: Free of charge by 
request to members of BCM/D 
churches; Outside BCM/D churches 
and members, $10 per year; Church 
Newsletter Service Plan, $12.00 per 
issue.

WE WELCOME letters from readers, 
press releases and photos of topics of 
interest to Maryland/Delaware 
Baptists.  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR (LTTE)
do not reflect the views or opinions of
BaptistLIFE.  We prefer letters from 
Maryland/Delaware. Only letters 
marked clearly for publication as a
LTTE, signed and with addresses will
be considered.  Please include a day-
time telephone number for verification 
purposes. Letters may not exceed 300
words and are subject to editing. 
Letters attacking churches or
individuals will not be published.
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75 churches are committed to date! 
II ss  YYoouurrss??

Call Ken Cavey today at 
800.466.5290 ext. 220

Sunday, April 29, 2001 
4 p.m. and 7 p.m.

Oak Grove Baptist Church
Bel Air, Maryland

Combined choirs and orchestra from BCM/D
churches

Part of the 2001 Worship/Evangelism Conference

Will your church invest
365 days to pursue...

?

Starting New Churches...Strengthening Existing Ones!



SALSBURY, Md. �� Upon
receiving the reins as
Director of Missions,
Eastern Association on Jan.
l, C. Bruce Revel returned
to his roots.

�I had
sensed some
years ago the
Lord leading
me into asso-
ciational mis-
sions work.
I�ve always
had a heart
for missions
� a passion.
It comes from
the fact the
Lord calls us to partner
together to do things
together,� he said.

Revel�s home territory
includes growing up on a
farm in southern Delaware;
graduating from Millsboro
High School in 1967 and
the University of Delaware
in 1972; being licensed and
ordained to the ministry by
First Church, Pocomoke, in
1977; pastoring First
Church, Cambridge
from 1981 to 1995; and
serving as moderator for
Eastern Association.  For
the past five years, he has
pastored Colesville
Church, Montgomery
Association.

Walter Agnor, former
director of missions,
served as interim following
Stanley Beall, who left the
position for a pastorate at
the end of 1999.  �It�s a

good strong association.
Eastern Association �
comprised of 35 churches
with an office in Salisbury
� is going to experience
changes. The post-modern
society will have its effect 
on more rural areas, pre-
senting a challenge to the

churches to
respond and take
advantage of the
opportunities.
I�m committed to
helping churches
respond to
changes in culture
and take advan-
tage of these
opportunities,� he
said.

�The Lord has
shown me how important
it is for established church-
es to start new work.  One
of the great strengths of the
convention [BCM/D] is
starting new work.  One of
the things the association
can do is provide means by
partnering together.  A half
dozen churches, working
through the association,
can be involved in this.
It�s important to strengthen
existing churches and start
new work,� Revel said.

Christ�s kingdom has
been furthered at
Colesville.  �We had begun
to be more involved in
community ministry and
evangelism projects on a
regular basis,� he said.
One such large-scale com-
munity event was a health
fair.  �It helped us to get
outside the walls of the
church.  It let people know
we care and the Lord Jesus

cares.�  Also, �a contempo-
rary worship service
enabled us to broaden our
ministry to help us
respond to changes in the
community,� he said.  In
addition, Colesville initiat-
ed FAITH outreach
through the Sunday
school.

As Eastern�s leader,
Revel�s goals are (1) get to
know the pastors, staff and
their families, (2) get a feel
for each church and what
they�re doing, and (3)
through new census data,
observe the changes, popu-
lation figures and make-up
of population to focus their
efforts.  He plans to be on
the �front line� in migrant
and resort ministries and
assist Lynn Davis with stu-
dent work at Salisbury
State, University of
Maryland-Eastern Shore
and community colleges.

Saved during a
Methodist revival in
Delaware, �Karen [Revel�s
wife] and I became
Baptists in Pocomoke
when friends invited us to
go to church.  Then the
Lord began to deal with
me about going into the
ministry,� he said.  With a
bachelor of science degree
in business administration,
Revel worked for a super-
market retailer for 10 years
prior to entering the min-
istry.  He holds master of
divinity and doctor of min-
istry degrees from
Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary.
�Business experience has
been helpful to me in the

pastorate.  I tried to keep
the lay person in mind in
terms of application,� he
said.

While in seminary, he
pastored Kittrell Baptist
Church in North Carolina.
He has served as modera-
tor of Montgomery
Association, several terms
on the General Mission
Board and GMB
Administrative Committee,
and chairman of the
BCM/D Christian Life and
Public Affairs Committee.
Community-wise, Revel
gave the opening prayer
for the Maryland House of
Delegates and ministered
as chaplain for the
Hillandale Volunteer Fire
Department.

As a writer, he�s had
articles published in
Proclaim, The Deacon and
Baptist Life.  He authored
opinion columns for the
Daily Banner, Cambridge,
and the Montgomery
Journal.  He�s researching
topics for articles relating
to pastoral ministry and
church life.  For relaxation,
Revel enjoys golf, sporting
clays, and softball.  He and
Karen have two grown
children and two grand-
children.

Speaking of change,
�The Lord uses every expe-
rience and training we�ve
had in the past to equip us
for ministry in the future.
He�s prepared me for
future ministry,� the new
director of missions said.

Revel returns to his roots

By Bob Simpson
Editor of BaptistLIFE

COLUMBIA, Md. �� On January 30, 2001,
just shortly before press time BaptistLIFE
recieved the following press release from
Baptist Home:

�Baptist Home of Maryland/Delaware, doing
business as Rainbow Hall, announced today that it
will be closing its facility on March 31, 2001,
bringing to an end 86 years of providing retirement
care in the Baltimore metropolitan area. 

Baptist Home had once hoped to move its entire
operation to a new facility in Laurel. However,
exhaustive development efforts were unable to
bring that project to fruition. The project left the
home with a significant outstanding bank loan 
that it has been attempting to repay over time.
Unfortunately, as a small provider in an increas-
ingly competitive market, Baptist Home was not
able to generate sufficient cash from operations to 
meet its long-term loan obligations. For these 

reasons, the Board of Baptist Home has made the 
painful, but necessary, decision to close Rainbow
Hall.

Baptist Home is working cooperatively with the
Maryland Department of Aging and the
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene to
assure that closure of the facility and relocation of
residents to other facilities occurs in a smooth 
and timely fashion.

Rainbow Hall operates out of the home of
General Douglas McArthur. The 1917 building is a
wealth of grand architecture and aesthetic charm. It
is unknown at this time who may be the future
owner and for what purpose.�

[Editor�s note:  The Baptist Home ceased to be
an agency of the Baptist Convention of
Maryland/Delaware in 1994.  The agreement
approved on Nov. 14, 1994, stated,

�Effective immediately, the Baptist Home will be  
a free-standing, independent institution distinct 
and separate from the Baptist Convention of   

Maryland/Delaware. The BCM/D relinquishes   
all directional control over the Baptist Home 
and the Baptist Home, as a separate corporate 
identity, assumes all responsibility for the devel-
opment, management or operation of the retire-
ment community which it presently administers. 
There is to be no legal tie to obligate either party
for any action of the other.�

We have been assured that all residents will
be relocated and cared for. An endowment
fund has been established to provide for those
residents who have contracted with the Baptist
Home for lifelong care.  

Our Maryland/Delaware Baptist family is
saddened by this news and
pledges to pray for all those
who will be affected during
this time of transition].

CONVENTIONlife

BRUCE REVEL

T E A M W O R K

We believe that
diversely-gifted
Christians are most
productive in a 
selfless atmosphere of
shared responsibility
and mutual humility
and servanthood. We
will encourage 
teamwork as the 
primary model for
working together ––
valuing relationships
over structure and
group victories over
isolated successes ––
as the best way to
accomplish our 
mission.

One of our 10 Core Values is
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By Jane Lippy
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

Baptist Home closes doors after 86 years



said Puebla is
known to be
the most pho-
tographed city
in Mexico
because it
retains a lot of
the original
look of old
Mexico.  The
ancient Aztec
ruins are just
on the outskirts
of the city. The air is thin because the city is
about 6,000 miles above sea level, but the tem-
perature is very comfortable.

�It was a delightful 72 to 75 degrees in the
daytime and about 45 degrees at night,�
Sheffield said. In the summer the highs are
around 80 degrees in the daytime and about
50 at night. 

Wilson said the city is more sophisticated
than he anticipated, with American stores,
restaurants and a large university.
Economically, the area is very diverse with
towns similar to America and yet, nearby,
�squatters� live in substandard housing on
others� properties.  The average Baptist pastor
earns about $300 per month.

�They�re very warm, enthusiastic people
and they have
very alive, spirit-
filled churches,�
Wilson said.
There are about
60 Baptist
churches in
Puebla, some of
which are over
100 years old.
One of their new
church starts
began in October
with over 100
people  in atten-
dance.

Catholicism has a
stronghold in Puebla.  The city is visibly very
Catholic and that is evidenced in their festivals
and events. Sheffield said many Christians in
Baptist churches still cling to their Catholic
traditions, especially when there�s a funeral.
Many, he said, keep with the traditions to
appease their families.  

Currently 18 churches in Puebla are
requesting ministry assistance.  The three-man
team visited five of the
churches last month and
those have already been ten-
tatively paired with BCM/D
churches.  The Puebla con-
gregations would like help
with backyard Bible clubs,
vacation Bible schools, block
parties, door-to-door evan-
gelism, prayer walking,

summer youth
camps,
music, con-
struction
projects
and leader-
ship train-
ing.

Several churches
are seeking to
expand their facili-
ties or relocate and
need assistance
with construction
work.

�One church
has a dream of
going into 10 poor
neighborhoods and
establishing evan-
gelism works,�

Wilson said.
He is speaking of
Hananeel Church.  It�s
nine years old with just
fewer than 100 in average
attendance and located in
a �downscale� neighbor-
hood with squatters. The church
has begun a program to feed the
poor children in the area at a cost of
about $1.40 per child per day.  The
church also distributes sweaters to
the children on Jan. 6, Three Kings Day
(a part of their Christmas celebration),
and toys on April 30, Children�s Day. 

BCM/D churches can help. Three funds �
feeding the hungry children in Puebla, a

sweater fund and a toy
fund � are being set up at
the Baptist Center for those
wishing to contribute.

The Puebla Baptist
Association runs a camp
and has requests also.   The
camp needs volunteers to
help with both light and
heavy construction work.
Camp workers are seeking
the donation and installa-
tion of a chain-link fence
around the property and a
large ventilator fan to
extract smoke from the

kitchen.
One of the ministries that Wilson is espe-

cially enthusiastic about is a Baptist Student
Center operated by the association across from
a university with 80,000 students.  The BSU is
hoping to recruit summer missionaries, fine
arts teams and other volunteers to help with
evangelism and construction.  There�s also
strong need for English as a second language
classes.       

Wilson said the BSU needs computers
and hook-up to the Internet.  In fact, he said

he kind of went out on a limb and prom-
ised help in that area and was told,

�We�ve had promises before.�
Wilson wants BCM/D to be

the ones who
come
through for

them.  Five to 10
new computers
are needed.
Wilson is hoping

some churches and/or individuals will com-
mit to sponsoring at least one. 

Staff opportunities are available.  A volun-
teer partnership coordinator is needed to live
in Puebla and work with BCM/D to coordi-
nate the teams working there.   English as a
second language teachers are also needed. 

Traveling to Puebla is easier and less
expensive than traveling to previous partner-
ship areas. Wilson said the cost is about $1,000
per person including travel, housing, food and
ministry materials. 

�It�s a lot less travel.  You can leave at noon
and be there in the evening,� he said.

Lodgings are convenient.  Sheffield said the
hotels are very clean, comfortable and inex-
pensive.  The BSU will also offer housing, as
will as the Baptist Association in Puebla,
which has camp-style facilities available.

Since many Americans speak Spanish, lan-
guage will not be a major barrier.  For more
information about opportunities with this
partnership, call Mike Wilson, (800) 466-5290
ext. 223.
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MISSIONlife cont. on page fourteen

THE MARKETPLACE IN PUEBLA

�They�re very warm,
enthusiastic people
and they have very
alive, Spirit-filled

churches.�
Mike Wilson

New partnership with Puebla, Mexico 
Continued from page one



KEN JORDAN
BCM/D Consultant/Specialist 

for Family Ministry

800.466.5290 Ext. 213

kjordan@bcmd.org

LINDA FOWLER
Director of Families Together Ministries 

Baptist Family & Children’s Services

800.621.8834 Ext. 130

baptistfamily@erols.com

ASK KEN & LINDA...

Dear Ken and Linda,
Our daughter recently got engaged. Her fiancée is a young

man whom our whole family has come to love deeply. He has
been married before and has two children. Already, during their
dating and engagement, at times their relationship has seemed
more complicated and challenging than most. What do we need
to know to be supportive of them both as they begin their mar-
riage?

About-to-be step-grandparents
Dear About-to-be,

Complicated and challenging is an excellent choice of words and
shows that you understand some of the stresses inherent in step- or
blended-family relationships. By asking the question, you are
already being sensitive and supportive.

It may be helpful for all of you to have a sense of what is likely
to happen and what is unlikely to happen in their marriage.

One pitfall you will want to avoid is viewing the stepfamily as
a nuclear family. The reality is that the stepfamily is a different
kind of family. It does not work exactly like the nuclear family.
Several basic differences exist between a stepfamily and a nuclear
family, and not recognizing those differences can cause problems. 

�Typically, the stepfamily is born of loss. Whether touched by
death or divorce, each family member has somehow been affected
by a major loss.

�No legal relationships exist between stepchildren and steppar-
ents.

�A biological parent often exists somewhere else.
�The parent-child relationships that existed before the forming of

a stepfamily are older and stronger than the bond between the new
couple.

�Time doesn�t permit the couple bond to develop and strengthen
before they need to respond to their children�s needs.

These are some of the basic reasons the stepfamily cannot func-
tion like the nuclear family, and there may be other reasons within
your family. Awareness and acceptance of these differences is
important.

A second pitfall stepfamilies face is believing that becoming a
stepfamily happens immediately.  Making a stepfamily is a
process that takes time � it will not happen overnight. The process
involves adjustments by people coming into a new family from an
old family. It means compromising and getting used to different
ways of doing things. For the new stepparent, this means balancing
a new romantic relationship while finding ways to help parent
other people�s children. For the parent, this is going on while he or
she is trying to continue effectively parenting his or her own chil-
dren. Meeting all these challenges requires time � a lot of time.
Possibly four to seven years to gain the sense of �we.� During this
time, stepfamilies move through a series of stages � including
accepting the realities about living in a stepfamily.  

What your daughter and her new blended family will need to
know is that all stepfamilies experience stress. As the stepfamily
works to become �we,� family members test one another and check
out their feelings �especially trust levels. Having experienced a
major loss in their lives, they may be cautious with new family
members until they come to know them better. Relationships take
time to grow. People in stepfamilies need to understand that the
struggles are normal. Virtually all stepfamilies experience them.

As stepfamilies move through these phases, support is critical �
from family and friends, from the Christian community, and from
self-help and support groups. Support groups and classes where
people living in stepfamilies can get together with others in similar
situations to learn, gripe and grow are excellent.
Several BCM/D churches offer these ministries. 

(If you would like to look at what these BCM/D churches are doing
as a model for a ministry in your church, we would be glad to send
you the names of contact persons. For resources, training, consulta-
tion, or if you have a question you would like to see answered in this
column, please call or e-mail Ken or Linda directly).    

By Beth Clifton
Managing Editor of BaptistLIFE
and Compiler of FAMILYlife

Beginning in this issue of
BaptistLIFE, the FAMILYlife page
will be a regular feature.  Two

components will be standard:  the Ask
Ken & Linda column and The Family
Circus cartoon.  The rest of the page
will contain items of interest to families.
This month, we are featuring Thelma
Culbreth because of her contribution to
Baptist work with children and families
in our convention.  In the future, the
page may contain news briefs about
court cases or legislation that is of inter-
est to families.  Or, we may ask for
reader input about a particular topic.
Or, we may run a heartwarming story
that fits in with the family theme.  

Our definition of family is much
more broad than just two parents with
pre-school or school-age children.
While they are definitely a family, so is
a couple without children and so is the
single parent with a child or children
and so is the senior adult couple with
grown children and so is the single
adult with parents or brothers and sis-
ters and so on and so on.  Our goal is
for the content of the FAMILYlife page
to be of interest to the many different
varieties of families who are in our
BCM/D churches.

By Jane Lippy
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

Jesus loved the little children, and so
did Thelma Culbreth.  �She looked out
for them and would tell people, �You
need to feed the children,�� when visit-
ing in homes where the adults were
invited to eat first, said Dianne Steen,
her daughter.

Culbreth, secretary for The Baptist
Children�s Aid Society of Maryland,
Inc., forerunner of Baptist Family and
Children�s Services (BF&CS), went to be
with the Lord on Dec. 26, at Lookabout 

Manor, Westminster, where she had
lived for the last four and a half years.
�A devout Christian, at age 94, she�d
lived a full life and was ready to go,�
Steen said.  For six years prior to that,
Culbreth had lived with Steen and her
husband, Larry, and their two sons.
Larry Steen is pastor of Westminster
Church, and Culbreth was a member
there.

Born Sept. 15, 1906, Culbreth was
the oldest of nine children in a farming
family in south Georgia.  Although of
Methodist background, the family
walked to
the closest
church �
which was
Baptist.  She
attended col-
lege for a
time.  When
her mother
passed away
following
Thelma�s
marriage to
Emory
Culbreth, she
helped to
raise the oth-
ers, Dianne said.  When Dianne�s bio-
logical parents died � her mother was
one of Thelma�s younger sisters � the
Culbreths adopted her.  

The Culbreths moved to the Middle
River area of Maryland in the 1940s
during World War II.  Emory was
employed as an Air Force civilian for
the Glenn L. Martin Company, and
Thelma worked for the Baltimore housing
authority.  In this capacity, she secured
homes for people and helped them
with problems.  She also assisted in
starting the community library and was
an early member of Middle River
Church during the time of Roy
Gresham was pastor.

�She was contacted in 1964 and
offered the job of heading the Baptist
Children�s Aid Society,� Diane said. She
served as secretary until 1981.  In the

work, �She was a hands-on person.
She took the children � names

came through the Sunday
school, WMU, or other

organizations in the
churches � to camp, fit-
ted them for shoes and
clothes, visited in the
homes, and helped in
other ways.  

Diane said, �I can
remember at night she
would sit in her room
reading her Bible.�

Above all, �she was a
loving and caring person

with people.�

Thelma Culbreth, pioneer in
children’s work, passes away

�We asked God to bless this yesterday.�

THE FAMILY CIRCUS
by Bil Keane

Reprinted with permission of Bil Keane

THELMA CULBRETH
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Continued from page twelve

By Jane Lippy
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

�Moldovan churches are fairly
isolated and they need our encour-
agement.  This is the most impor-
tant thing we�ve done � to show
we care, and they�re not alone,�
Mal Utleye said.  

Utleye served as the Moldovan
partnership coordinator during
the five-year plus partnership
between the Baptist Convention of
Maryland/Delaware and Moldova
Baptist churches that ended at the
close of the year 2000.  

The last official BCM/D-
Moldova partnership groups trav-
eled to Moldova in October and
November. Two medical/evangel-
ism teams, a women�s team, and
two pastors visiting individual
churches ministered in Moldova
October 8-20. Aubrey Stewart,
recently retired BCM/D consult-
ant/specialist for Bible teaching,
led a team that conducted age-
group Sunday school seminars
November 5-17. 

Utleye, pastor of Hockessin
Church, Delaware Association, led
one of the medical/evangelism
teams.  This team went north to
the border of Ukraine. Magdy
Attia, pediatrician, ministered at
the Immanuel Christian Medical
Association, a
hospital for chil-
dren in
Chisinau. He did
consultations
and teaching. 

�We did six
clinics in church-
es and saw over
450 patients.
Prior to each
clinic, we had an
evangelistic
service. We went
to areas suggest-
ed by the med-
ical association
� areas where there�s not much
medical care. We basically saw
children. We also had an intern,
Gabriella Pretsu, a Moldovan
nurse, and a Moldovan doctor. 

�We were asked to shut down
one clinic because the local doctor
objected to our being there. We
used this as an opportunity to give
her [the doctor] some medicine
and witness. I went back and apol-
ogized. In that conversation, we

gained an entrance
to visit the psy-
chiatric hospital
and find out the
needs. BCM/D
church members
gave $2,500 at
the Annual

Meeting in response to this hospi-
tal�s need for mattresses. We are
trying to focus on this hospital,�
Utleye said. 

Gayle Clifton, pastor of Olney
Church, Montgomery Association,
led the second evangelism/med-
ical team to churches more to the
south. They visited five clinics,
serving over 350 people.  

�We had good response and
were grateful for the willingness
of the people to come and hear.
We set up medical clinics at the
churches and invited people. They
could receive treatment.  While
waiting, Bert and I visited with the
patients, shared the gospel, and
prayed with them. We did a cou-
ple in northern Moldova and then
south to Cantemir,� Clifton said.

A women�s team conducted
women�s meetings, taught Bible
studies, shared their testimonies
and encouraged women at several
churches in the southern region.
They worked with Olga Mokan,
director of women�s ministries and
Baptist Women of Moldova.  

�They�ve been invited to return
next year with a team geared to
younger women to focus on sexu-
al abstinence, an issue for young
women,� Utleye said.

Mark Garrett, pastor of
Lexington Park Church, Potomac
Association, visited Cantemir

Church and its
pastor, Nicolai
Sin; and
Kamenka
Church pas-
tored by
Nicolai Tkatch.
Lexington Park
partners with
these two
Moldovan
churches. 

A highlight
of Garrett�s
visit was par-
ticipating in
the dedication

of Cantemir�s new church build-
ing.  �I preached at the dedication
service.  We blew up balloons and
made animals and had a meal,�
Garrett said. One of the
medical/evangelism teams trav-
eled to Cantemir with Garrett and
held a medical clinic in the new
building.  

Construction of the Kamenka
church was delayed due to a fire,
but is now progressing.
Meanwhile, pastor Tkatch and his
family are living in an apartment.
When the building is completed,
the Tkatch family will live at the
church. 

Larry Steen, pastor of
Westminster Church, Mid-
Maryland Association, visited the

churches and pastors supported
by Westminster.  He communicat-
ed with Samuil Burdeing, Baltsata
Church; Alexander Goncharuek,
Gethsemane Church; and Ion
Nichita, pastor of the church in
Colabaski.  Since returning to the
States, Steen heard from Burdeing
that a school teacher they had
talked to on the trip later accepted
Christ.

Aubrey Stewart, Oak Grove
Church, Bel Air, and his team con-
ducted age-group Sunday school
seminars in six Moldvan locations
in November. 

�They are starting age-group
Bible studies.  We helped them to
understand the nature and charac-
ter of each age group and teaching
methods. It was first-time training.
We had workers from 150 church-
es,� Stewart said. 

�It was very exciting.  It was
phenomenal to see the interest the
people showed and
the tremendous
faith exhibited.  All
the churches were
working with so lit-
tle resources,� he
said.

What is the
future of the
BCM/D � Moldova
partnership?  

�They know
they�re not forgot-
ten. Because of the
relationship we�ve
built, if some are
led, we�ll still facili-
tate projects,�
Clifton said. 

Utleye said, �It�s
especially important

to maintain a relationship with
them because they are experienc-
ing political and economic
upheaval.  We need to encourage
Christians there.  Moldovans are
among the most evangelistic
groups.  They�ve established over
100 churches in the last 10 years �
some in the Ukraine. Moldovan
churches are fairly isolated and
they need our encouragement.
This is the most important thing
we�ve done � to show we care
and they�re not alone.

�Though it�s officially over,
we�ll continue to service requests
if we can until the International
Mission Board establishes a new
partnership.  Two women�s
groups and a medical team will go
next year. We�ll partnership and
support as long as possible,�
Utleye said.

Care, share, prayer mark end of Moldovan partnership 
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�They know they�re
not forgotten. Because

of the 
relationship we�ve

built, if some 
are led, we�ll still 

facilitate projects.�
Gayle Clifton

Part of the medical/evangelism team (Oct. 2000).  From left to right:  Oxanna Gill
(Moldovan translator), Liudmila Polianskaya (Moldovan doctor), Gayle Clifton
(team pastor), Liuba Ceban (Moldovan translator), Bert Simerson (team leader).
Not pictured:  Valerie Ham (team nurse), Leslie Carr (team layperson), and Paul
Tricolich (Moldovan driver).



MUSIC POSITIONS �� First Baptist Church of Essex is seeking
a Music Director.  Also a Pianist for Sunday evening services.
Both are paid, part-time positions.  Send resumes to First Baptist
Church of Essex, 911 Mace Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21221, or call
(410) 686-8499.

MINISTER FOR MISSIONS �� Riverside Baptist Church, Fort
Washington, Md. is seeking a minister for Missions to assist the
cong its Global Priority challenge include in a mission project for
the church.  Send a letter to the church at Riverside Baptist
Church, 9111 Oxon Hill Road, Fort Washington, MD 20744.

PRESIDENT �� Riverside Baptist Church is seeking a person to
develop and operate a college and seminary at the church.  Send
a letter to the church at Riverside Baptist Church, 9111 Oxon Hill
Road, Fort Washington, MD 20744.

MINISTER OF MUSIC �� Clinton Baptist Church is seeking a
Minister of Music to direct the adult choir and lead in worship
services. To apply, please send resume to: Personnel Committee,
Clinton Baptist Church,8701 Woodyard Road, Clinton, MD
20735-2796. E-mail: clintonbaptist@aol.com  Phone: (301) 868-
1177. 

PART-TIME MUSIC DIRECTOR �� Oxon Hill Baptist Church
is looking for a part-time music Director to lead congregational
singing and direct the adult choir.  Contact Pastor Spurlock at
(301)567-4440 or oxonhillbaptist@netzero.net

PART-TIME YOUTH LEADER �� Oxon Hill Baptist Church is
seeking a person to head up the Youth ministry of the church.
Contact Pastor Spurlock at (301)567-4440 or oxonhillbaptist@net-
zero.net

COOK/KITCHEN MANAGER �� Camp Wo-Me-To in Harford
County has a full-time cook/kitchen manager position available
immediately. This position will oversee the kitchen and dining
room operation, including food service, menu development;
supervision of staff; inventory and cost control; and safety and
sanitation. Experience required with good organizational skills
and an ability to manage multiple tasks.  Call Harold or Gayle
Longsworth at (410)557-6296 to arrange an interview.

EVANGELICAL CHRISTIAN PIANIST �� needed for worship
and choir accompaniment.  Paid position. Call Gethsemane
Baptist Church, Glenwood, MD at (410) 442-5853.

MINISTER OF STUDENTS �� First Baptist Church of Laurel,
Md., is seeking a Minister of Students to develop and lead a
comprehensive ministry to students in grades 7 - 12 and col-
lege/career groups up to the age of 25. We are seeking a spiritu-
ally mature and creative leader committed and called to work-
ing with young people. The minister will need a professional
education at the graduate level in student ministry and at least
three years of appropriate experience. Our current ministry
includes a Sunday School enrollment for middle school and high

school at about 60; and at the college level, 40 students. The
Minister of Students will work closely with our current Staff of
three other full-time ministers in leading our church to be a
regional and relevant ministry in one of the world�s most impor-
tant dual-city metropolitan areas. To apply, please send a letter
of application and resume to:  Personnel Committee, First
Baptist Church of Laurel, 811 Fifth Street, Laurel, MD 20707-
5195.  E-mail: fbc@smart.net

MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND OUTREACH �� South
Columbia Baptist Church, a dynamic, growing church in
Columbia, Md., is seeking an experienced, self-directed person
with a vibrant faith and strong communication and people skills
to lead our expanding education program, and to develop and
administer a church-wide outreach strategy. The successful can-
didate must be energetic and enthusiastic about obeying God in
carrying out the vision to develop a dynamic education ministry.
They must be skilled at getting lay people involved as leaders.
The successful candidate should have 5 years experience with
program management and CE curriculum. A Masters degree in
religious education, or equivalent is desired. Send cover letter
(including personal testimony) and resume to Personnel
Committee Chairman, South Columbia Baptist Church, 8814
Guilford Road, Columbia, MD 21046 or e-mail to office@scbc-
md.org

MINISTER OF MUSIC AND WORSHIP �� Weems Creek
Baptist Church, Annapolis, seeks a full-time or part-time
Minister of Music & Worship. WCBC is an alive, growing, multi-
generational church. Our worship style is a blend of hymns and
contemporary praise music. A great opportunity for the person
God is calling to serve with us. If interested, please send your
resume to: Music Search Committee, Weems Creek Baptist
Church, 600 Bestgate Road, Annapolis, MD 21401.

MINISTER OF EDUCATION �� Vibrant, growing church is
seeking an individual to work part time in collaboration with
our pastor, staff and congregation to accomplish the mission
God has put before us.  This individual must be energetic, with
the vision to develop a dynamic education ministry able to reach
both believer and unbeliever.  Must be grounded in God�s Word,
called to the ministry, with a minimum 2 years of college and 5
years experience in a church leadership role.  Send cover letter
(including personal testimony) and resume to: Tabernacle
Baptist Church, Attn: Search Committee Chairman, 121 Bennett
Road, Baltimore, MD 21221; or fax to: (410) 686-3464

ASSISTANT PASTOR FOR STUDENT MINISTRIES ��
Chancellor Baptist Church, Fredericksburg, VA, is seeking full-
time Assistant Pastor for Student Ministries to provide leader-
ship for our comprehensive student ministries program.
Responsibilities include planning, coordinating, operating, and
evaluating the Student Ministries with primary emphasis on
youth (ages 12 to 18). Undergraduate degree, experience and a
calling to full-time ministry required. A seminary degree is pre-
ferred. Please send resume and letter of interest to: Search
Committee, Chancellor Baptist Church,11324 Gordon Rd.,
Fredericksburg, VA 22407-1724. Tel: (540) 786-3418 Fax: (540)

786-1886. Resumes will be reviewed starting March 15, 2001.
Resumes will be accepted until the position is filled.

PASTORAL COUNSELOR NEEDED �� Centrepointe
Counseling Services and Ministries is looking for a counselor to
serve in the Rockville area of Maryland.  The Counselor must
have at least a Master�s degree in counseling or social work and
capable of being licensed in the state of Maryland. Please contact
Dr. Tom Rodgerson at (410) 426-2359 or (800) 491-5369.

PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE ADVERTISEMENT �� A
progressive evangelical Southern Baptist Church (with a wor-
ship attendance of approximately 250) is seeking a full-time
Associate Pastor.  Trinity Baptist Church is located in a growing
residential community 22 miles south of Washington, DC.  The
candidate must be able to motivate, equip and coach leaders in
ministry.  Initial efforts will focus on providing overall vision
and direction to the youth ministry.  Trinity is a growing church
with a heart for people and a vision to carry the gospel of Jesus
Christ into the community. Interested persons should submit a
resume and philosophy of ministry statement to Trinity Baptist
Church, Associate Pastor Search Committee, Attn. Larry
Thompson, 2671 Mattawoman-Beantown Road, Waldorf, MD
20601.

THERAPEUTIC FOSTER PARENTS NEEDED �� Consider
opening up your nurturing home to a troubled youth, age 9-15.
Become a CHOSEN Therapeutic Foster Parent and help a child
suffering from emotional and behavioral disabilities to know the
love and care of a Christian home. CHOSEN supports families
by providing:

� Intensive Pre-Service and Ongoing Training
� Weekly Home Visits by Trained, Encouraging Staff
� 24-hour On-Call Services for Crisis Intervention and

Support
� Tax-Free Compensation in the form of a Monthly Stipend

CHOSEN is a program of Baptist Family & Children�s Services.
Call Ross at 410-872-1050 or 800-621-8834 ext. 131 for more infor-
mation

40TH ANNIVERSARY �- Oak Harbor Southern Baptist Church,
Oak Harbor, Washington. July 20-22. 2001. Former members con-
tact Mae Hornback at 50 SW 6th Avenue, Oak Harbor, WA
98277. Phone (360)675-6686. E-mail: OHSBC@oakharbor.net

E M P L O Y M E N T
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MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX YOUR AD.  Deadlines are three weeks
in advance of publication date. Publication date is the third
Friday of each month (except January). Classified advertising is
50 cents per word (not including contact information and words
with two or less letters) with a $20 minimum.  10% discount for
BCM/D churches and members will be applied.  Contact us for
display ad pricing. 

Brentwood, TN � Since 1953
Buses � Vans � New & Used

We buy used buses
Lifeway Discount

Available in 20� to 37� Models
(12-47 passengers, new and used)www.carpenterbus.com



Earthquake destruction in India
stirs Baptist groups' response and
witness

WASHINGTON (BP) ��Christian aid
groups were marshaling resources to
join in the late-January global
response to the most devastating
earthquake in India in 50 years.

The official death count, as of Jan.
29, had surpassed 6,200 people in
western India, with the chief minister
of the state of  Gujarat estimating that
the toll could reach 20,000.

The earthquake struck the morning
of Jan. 26, centering in Gujarat and
registering 7.9 on the Richter scale.

Baptist World Aid, the relief and
development arm of the Baptist World
Alliance, has committed an initial
$10,000 to assist immediate relief
efforts and has launched a special
appeal for funds.

Meanwhile, a Southern Baptist
regional assessment team has been
dispatched to the area to determine
the most pressing needs, such as med-
ical supplies and food, for response.

Bush says faith sustains 
WASHINGTON (ABP) �� Speaking at

his first National Prayer Breakfast as
president Feb. 1, George W. Bush
described a personal faith that has
sustained him "in moments of success
and in moments of disappointment." 

"Without it, I'd be a different per-
son," he added. "And without it, I
doubt I'd be here today."  In speaking
to the annual bipartisan event, Bush
did not shy away from touting an ini-
tiative that has split the religious com-
munity. Bush said his faith-based ini-
tiative -- which would provide tax
funds to religious social service min-
istries and provide incentives for
more charitable giving -- would work
to "encourage the inspirer and help
the helper." 
"Government cannot be replaced by
charities, but it can welcome them as
partners instead of resenting them as
rivals," Bush said. He pledged not to
"favor religious institutions over non-
religious" ones.  "I'm interested in
what is constitutional and in what
works," Bush said.  

"The days of discriminating against
religious institutions simply because
they are religious must come to an
end," the president said to the
strongest and longest applause of his
speech.      

Dilfer reflects on Super Season
and the faith that carried him
through 

TAMPA, Fla. (BP) �� One year ago
Tampa Bay Buccaneer
fans applauded the
release of quarterback
Trent Dilfer. Baltimore,
on the otherhand,
cheered when Dilfer
signed a one-year con

tract with the Ravens. Now both sides
are in shock that the quarterback
released from Tampa returned to
Buccaneer territory and helped lead
theRavens to a 34-7 Super Bowl XXXV
championship over the New York
Giants.

It was a year of highs and lows for
the Ravens and Dilfer. When Dilfer
replaced Tony Banks eight weeks into
the season, he inherited a Baltimore
Ravens offense that had not scored a
touchdown in 16 quarters and 49 pos-
sessions. It was the longest NFL dry
spell since 1993 when the Indianapolis
Colts went 20 quarters without a
touchdown.

Dilfer believes people are called to
develop the talents God has given
them no matter what their circum-
stances are. He saw his stint as back-
up as an opportunity to get better, to
get sharper, to learn more about the
game and to learn more about rela-
tionships with teammates and coach-
es. 

This attitude drove the husband
and father of three to work harder as
a backup than he ever did as a starter
- and he had worked very hard as a
starter. His ambition was to develop
the skills God had given him and not
to worry about what was happening
with those skills and the circum-
stances surrounding them.

"It has been very difficult at times
but the reward has been well worth
the struggle because as I see Him
change me, as I see Him start to mold
me into somebody He can use, the
hard times just seem like a quick snap
of the finger. They don't seem like
they really happened because the fruit
is so much more powerful than the
process."

'Experiencing God' musical 
nominated for Dove Award

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) ��
"Experiencing God ... The Musical,"
published by Genevox Music, an
imprint of LifeWay Christian
Resources of the Southern Baptist
Convention, has been nominated for a
Dove Award.

The musical is among five in the
"musical of the year" category, with
the winner to be announced at the
32nd Annual Dove Awards April 26 at
the Grand Ole Opry House in
Nashville, Tenn.

Since its release last year, approxi-
mately 80,000 copies of the
Experiencing God ... The Musical
choral book have been sold.  In its
more than 10-year history,
Experiencing God has been translated
into more than 45 languages, and the
workbook has sold more than 3.5 mil-
lion copies worldwide, crossing
denominational boundaries.

Mormonism is growing 
overseas

Mormonism is the
fastest-growing religion
overseas, according to a
study by U.S. News &
World Report.  The maga-
zine reported that if current
trends continue, there
could be 254 million adher-
ents of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints
by the year 2080.  The mag-
azine attributes the growth
in part to an aggressive
missions program.  In 1999
the Mormon church, often
viewed as a cult, sent out
60,000 missionaries to 120
countries where they
gained 306,000 converts.  

Franklin Graham 
appointed CEO

Billy Graham�s son
Franklin has been named
chief executive officer of
the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association.
At the annual meeting of
the board of directors, the
board unanimously
appointed Franklin
Graham, 48, CEO of the
organization his father
founded in 1950.
Evangelist Billy Graham,
who is 82, stated that he
has no plans to retire but
wants to turn over the
administrative and man-
agement burden of running
the organization to his son.
�My son has proven to be a
great leader both in run-
ning Samaritan�s Purse and

in working closely with our
organization.�  Samaritan�s
Purse is an international
Christian relief organiza-
tion.  In response to his
appointment, Franklin said,
�My commitment is to see
that this organization
stands firmly behind my
father to ensure that we
accomplish all that God
has put on his heart.  I
pledge to keep our focus
squarely on the ministry
and work of evangelism,
using every available
means to tell people every-
where the good news that
God loves them and that
Christ died for them.  This
is the same message my
father has faithfully pro-
claimed for 50 years, and
we�re not about to change
it now or ever.�

Ministry to Muslims via
the Internet

The Internet is creating
new opportunities to reach
Muslims in countries
closed to the gospel.
Individuals, churches, and
agencies are establishing a
presence on the Web �
some using a low-key
friendship approach and
others a more overt evan-
gelistic style.  The Internet
shows much promise as a
way to connect with isolat-
ed seekers and new believ-
ers.

From THE CHURCH AROUND THE
WORLD  February, 2001 issue by Tyndale  
House Publishers.   Used with permission

Unleashing the Church Through Lay Leadership
(from the January 16, 2001 issue)

A church - or any organization - can only go as far as its
leaders can take it.  Our latest research on church leader-
ship is described in my newest book, Building Effective
Lay Leadership Teams.  The book officially releases today
and describes why team leadership is superior to solo
leadership; common barriers to using lay leadership
teams; and a process for transitioning from solo-based to
team-based leadership.  Our research found that:
�   More than three-quarters of senior pastors do not
believe they are called, gifted or skilled as leaders.  Pastors
who are leaders are actually less likely to rely on teams of
lay leaders to help lead the ministry forward than is the
case in churches where the senior pastor is not a leader;
�   Only one out of every ten churches uses any viable
form of teams in leadership.  Most churches rely solely
upon individual leaders working in isolation to make
things happen;
�   Churches using lay leadership teams experience dra-
matically better results in terms of life transformation than
do churches without leadership or those using solo-based
leadership.

To read the full report regarding the apologetic and process
for lay leadership teams in ministry, you may order a copy
by accessing the Barna Research Group�s home page at
www.barna.org                                              Used with permission

THE BARNA UPDATE

BAPTIST DIGEST

THE CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD
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If your church�s newsletter is not
here, it can be for only 

$12  per issue! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL

800.466.5290 ext. 245
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