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MIDDLETOWN, Md. � Twenty-five
influential leaders were invited to the
Skycroft Conference Center here on Feb. 8-9,
2001, by David Lee, executive director of the
Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware
(BCM/D).  Described by Lee as an �Acts 15
Conference,� key leaders representing
each geographical region and spanning
the theological-political spectrum in the
convention met for an overnight meeting
at BCM/D�s retreat center on South
Mountain west of Frederick, Md. 
(pictured at right).

�The Acts 15 Conference exceeded my
expectations. God literally took over the
meeting. If we can multiply what we
experienced on the mountain throughout
this multi-state convention, we are going
to see Maryland/Delaware Baptists turn
this region upside down for Jesus Christ.
It is amazing what happens when we let
down our defenses and listen to each
others� stories,� said Lee.

Desiring to be proactive in keeping the
Southern Baptist national controversy
over the 2000 Baptist Faith and Message
(BF&M) from negatively impacting the
organization�s focus on its mission, Lee
defined his goal for the meeting as one
of seeking a blended solution where the
organization�s mission maintained prior-
ity over any individual or group�s pro-
prietary agenda.  

Lee reiterated that BCM/D�s mission,
previously approved by its messengers
at the 1998 annual meeting, centers
around two main objectives:  planting
new churches and strengthening existing
ones.  Lee felt there was a great potential
for the convention to lose its momentum
if a solution was not found.  

Lee began the meeting with a brief
overview based on the Acts 15 portion of
scripture where sincere and passionate
viewpoints were brought to a large
group of the early church�s godly lead-
ers.  Like the result in Acts 15, Lee was
hoping for a similar outcome where both
sides would agree on the imperative of
reaching the region�s five million people
for Christ. Lee did not expect uniformity,
but hoped the outcome would reflect
more the priorities on which both mod-
erates and conservatives agree rather
than the fine points of their disagree-
ment.

Most of the balance of Thursday�s 
agenda was given to prayer and having
each attendee share their own spiritual 
journey with the group.  This continued 

until after 11 p.m. when the meeting was
adjourned until morning.  

As each person shared their back-
ground, experience, and spiritual pas-
sion, there were explanations of 
position, occasional tears, affirmation
and even, at times, spontaneous laughter
evoked by the good-natured ribbing of
peers. There were many poignant
moments as a variety of issues were
raised, explained and thoroughly debat-
ed from all viewpoints. 

�As each person genuinely opened up
their hearts and shared their spiritual
journeys, their hopes and hurts, and
their authentic desire to see lost people
reached for Christ, you could see the
Holy Spirit literally tearing down the
barriers that separated us,� said Larry
Eubanks, pastor of First Church,
Frederick. �There was truly a desire to
understand each other, and though we
do not agree on everything, we do have
agreement on the most important things.
And where we disagree, we at least
understand and accept one another.
That is a work only God could do.�

Henry Green, pastor of Heritage
Church, Annapolis, said, �We were led
by God to do a very good thing at
Skycroft.  We said that we will cooperate
together for the work of the kingdom of
God.  We affirmed the autonomy of the
local church, local associations, state con-
ventions and national affiliations.� 

On Friday morning, Lee focused the
group on a discussion of how the 2000
BF&M was viewed by all present and how
it impacted the stated objectives of the
convention.  A lively discussion ensued
and definitive arguments were made both
in favor of and in opposition to the formal 

adoption of the 2000 BF&M. At no time
did any participant exceed the bounds of
brotherly affection.  Some were concerned
about �creeping creedalism� while others
expressed their desire for a �quick refer-
ence� on what Southern Baptists generally
accept as doctrine. 

All attendees seemed to enjoy the rare
opportunity to fellowship with fellow
ministers around the dinner, breakfast
and lunch table.  Al Hunter, a layperson
from Emmanual Church, Gambrills, said,
�I especially appreciate the use of the
time-honored method of diplomacy of
having differing factions get to know
each other around a pacifying table of
delicious food.�

All agreed that Lee should be com-
mended for bringing all sides together 
not only for the meeting itself, but for the 
chance to get to know fellow leaders by
virtue of actual experience with them 
and not just pre-conceived impressions 
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�There was 
truly a desire to 
understand each
other, and though
we do not agree on
everything, we do
have agreement on
the most important
things.�

Larry Eubanks 



The late Harvey Penick was a
teacher and mentor to golf pro-

fessionals and amateurs for over
eight decades including names like
Tom Kite and Ben Crenshaw.  In his
book entitled, And If You Play Golf,
You�re My Friend, Penick tells the
following story:

�I was watching four of my 
University of Texas players get-
ting ready to hit on the first tee 
one afternoon in the early 
spring.  They were discussing 

whether to play �winter� rules 
or �summer� rules.  �What do 
you think, Coach?,� they asked.
I said, �Well, you boys can go 
play golf.  Or else you can make     
up some other game and go play
that, instead.� They understood 
my meaning.  In the game of 
golf, the ball is played as you 
find it.�

It is my belief that the Lord has put
us precisely where he wants us in
order that we might �play the ball
as we find it.�  We are prone to
stand around studying our navel
looking for a new insight or strate-
gy.  However, the Great Commission
has not been rescinded for our gen-
eration.  We need to get into the
game and keep playing until we
complete all 18 holes.

In the Old Testament, Elijah went

through a time of fear and depres-
sion that took him out of the game.
He sought to hear from God in the
whirlwind, in the earthquake and in
the fire.  At the end of all the noise
and fury, God asked Elijah, �What
are you doing here?�  The question
is pregnant with meaning. What
are we doing here?

Ultimately, God told Elijah to go
on home and �keep on keeping on.�
God has planted us here in Maryland
and Delaware. Now is the time to
advance!  It doesn�t matter to the
more that 5 million lost people here
what is happening in the rest of
Baptistdom.  What will make the
critical difference for the lost here is
whether or not we �play the ball
where we find it!�
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without the benefit of person-
al knowledge. 

�I applaud [David Lee�s]
courage, wisdom and insight
in bringing together a diverse
and, at times, divergent
group to head off future con-
flict, trouble and pain. I do
believe the groundwork was
laid that will pay dividends
into the future. My sense is
that each one of us was able
to lay down some preconcep-
tions that were not valid if
held up to the light of God�s
Word, Spirit and love,� said
Danny Crow, pastor of
Covenant Church, Columbia.

The meeting concluded with
a unanimous consensus to keep
the focus on doing Great
Commission work here in
Maryland and Delaware.
Although some significant
issues of disagreement
remain, the group acknowl-
edged the importance of not
allowing anything to distract
the convention from its criti-
cal work of evangelization
and missions involvement. In
addition, a commitment was
made on the part of each par-
ticipant to keep the peace
within the convention in as
much as it is possible for
each to do.  The group draft-
ed a document informally
dubbed by Wayne Kempson,
pastor, First Church, Waldorf,
as the �Skycroft Accord.� The
accord defined areas of
mutual agreement as well as
the criteria under which they
will work together in the
future. Each member of the
group provided signatures
for the document of affirma-
tion (see text of document at
right). 

(from page one)

(Continued on page fifteen)

The Skycroft A ccord
On February 9, 2001, at Skycroft Conference Center in Middletown, Maryland, the undersigned reached the following

areas of mutual agreement which will undergird our work together in the future:

¥W e reaffirm our love for Jesus Christ and for one another.

¥W e reaffirm our commitment to the Bible as the Word of God.

¥W e reaffirm the autonomy of the local church, the associations, the state convention,
and the Southern Baptist Convention.

¥W e reaffirm our commitment to the mission and vision of the BCM/D.

¥W e reaffirm our cooperation with the Southern Baptist Convention in achieving
our world-wide mission.

¥W e affirm BCM/D churches who adopt the 2000 Baptist Faith &
Message, the 1963 BF&M, or a similar statement that affirms without 
compromise the historic doctrines of our faith.

¥W e affirm the staff of the BCM/D in the ministry to which they are called
and the continued practice of employing those who affirm our historic Baptist 
doctrines.

¥W e finally and fervently affirm our belief that the ultimate task to which we are 
called, and that which most assuredly binds us together, is the mission of reaching 
people for Jesus Christ and making disciples for H is kingdom.

BLBL

Bob Simpson
Editor 

Play the ball as you find it
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James Dixon, Jr.
President of BCM/D

David Lee
Executive Director of BCM/D

Ileft Dover and our annual meeting
in November with a burden. It was

a good meeting. The reports con-
firmed that God is at work in our
churches. The church planting move-
ment has begun with energy. We even
see pockets of revival throughout our
multi-state convention. Yet, what
most people left talking about was
our debate over a resolution and a
motion that focused on the 2000
Baptist Faith and Message statement.
The resolution was defeated. The
motion was tabled. But, the issue was
not settled. I agree with the need for
doctrinal integrity, but was concerned
about this issue at this time drawing
our attention away from the primary
mission of this convention � the
starting and strengthening of congre-
gations to accomplish the Great
Commission.  I could envision armies
entrenched on various sides of the
issue. I feared that the threads of
cooperation that hold us together
could come unraveled. 

There was, however, a ray of hope.
I noticed that despite distinct differ-
ences, those who addressed the issues
in that public forum did so with cour-
tesy and respect for one another. That
is too often a rare commodity in
Baptist meetings. I had an idea.

My experience has been that when
Christian adults come together, listen
to one another, and talk to each other
rather than about one another, God
can begin to work. I also believe that
things work much better when we
follow biblical principles. Based on
the experience of the early church
who faced a similar issue in the First

Century, I convened an Acts 15
Conference to meet at our Skycroft
Conference Center. I chose 24 leaders
who had some connection with our
work and represented a cross section
of the theopolitical spectrum in our
convention. My agenda was simple. I
wanted to get key leaders represent-
ing the variety of sides of these issues
talking to one another. My best case
scenario was that the meeting would
not self-destruct and that we would
agree to keep on talking beyond this
first 24 hours. What happened far
exceeded anything I had planned or
dreamed.

We began the meeting by walking
through the Acts 15 experience with
Paul and Peter and other early church
leaders. I then asked each participant
to take a few minutes and share his
spiritual journey. I really cannot
know you and relate to you unless I
know something about your story. I
had allotted approximately an hour
for that exercise. It lasted more than
six hours. People starting opening
their hearts. They allowed themselves
to be vulnerable. There were tears.
Some spoke out of hurt. There were
even moments of anger. Then the
Spirit of God fell. I even tried to shift
the agenda at one point and the
group would not allow it. They want-
ed to hear everybody�s story, and
they did. 

None of us knew what to expect
going in. No one expected to come out
of that meeting with the �Skycroft
Accord� document. God moved. I
have no other way to explain it.

Where do we go from here? It is

my prayer that we can replicate that
experience all over this multi-state
convention. The Acts 15 group is
planning another retreat for the pri-
mary purpose of praying together,
strengthening of relationships that
have begun, and addressing issues
that we still need to talk about. I hope
that associations and churches will
adopt a similar posture. The issues
before us are important. The accom-
plishing of the mission is even more
important. Millions of people inside
the geographical scope of this con-
vention need the gospel of Jesus
Christ. He is their only hope. And
sharing the message of hope is our
main business. 

I feared that the energy that was
generated on that mountain would
begin to wane as we re-entered the
valley. That is what usually happens.
That is not what I am seeing. I am
fully convinced that this is a move-
ment of God. Just like those chosen to
report the results of that First Century
Conference, the Acts 15 participants
are spreading the news of what God is
doing and what happened on that
mountain. I plead with you to join us.
This is an historical moment for
Maryland/Delaware Baptists. We liter-
ally have an opportunity here to shape
the future. And working together, we
can do that!

I have always heard people talk
about a mountaintop experience.
Now I have personally experienced
one.  I will never be the same again.
Praise God for what He is doing!

I saw God move on the mountain

Servant: the epitome of “minister”

BLBL

As I look back over my pilgrimage
in the ministry, my aim has been

to be a servant who is pleasing unto
God. I have learned over the years
that in order to do this you must
develop a life of unselfish living; a
lifetime habit of trying to deny your-
self for the sake and causes of Christ.
Take on the example of Jesus in Mark
10:45: �For even the son of man did not
come to be served, but to serve, and to
give his life a ransom for many.� We all
must come to a point in our lives
where we can become free agents to
reach out to our brothers and sisters in
the faith and be willing to serve all
people regardless of their race, eco-
nomic level, or intellectual ability.

In the book Improving Your Serve
by Charles Swindol, the author shares
with us this point on being a servant.
�The idea of being a servant became
beautiful and essential rather than
something fearful and weird. Painful

though it may be for us to admit it,
we�re losing touch with one another.
The motivation to help, to encourage,
yes, to serve our fellowman is waning.
Even our foundational values are get-
ting lost in these confusing days. And
yet, it is these things that form the
essentials of a happy and fulfilled
life.� 

Many of us as Christians are miss-
ing out on the powerful benefits that
come as a result of being a true ser-
vant, allowing our personal baggage,
barriers, and issues to stand in the
way. Total freedom comes to us, liber-
ating our very souls and inward
power when we release ourselves in
the hands of God to be freely used by
him in ministry.

In talking to many Christians I
have discovered that many of us find
ourselves preparing for �a� ministry
instead of �the� ministry. When we
prepare for �a� ministry,  we commu-

nicate to God that we want to stay in
our own environment, work with our
own culture and stay within our safe
boundaries. Believe it or not, the Lord
will allow us to stay right there doing
our own thing and we will never
experience the abundant blessings that
he has in store for us. However, when
we prepare for �the� ministry we
make ourselves available to serve and
be used wherever, whenever, however
and to whomever God chooses for us.
Knowing that there are risks, dangers,
and struggles but the rewards are
awesome. 

As we move forward in �the� min-
istry let us strive to become the epito-
me of the supreme model of a servant,
praying for transparent humanity,
genuine humility and absolute hon-
esty as we reach out to all people
offering them the gift of life through
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. BLBL



On Sunday, Jan. 28, New Day Church,
Rosedale, celebrated its incorporation at the
Perry Hall Community Hall. Incorporation of
the church signifies it�s becoming an �official�
church as opposed to a church start. The con-
gregation has been meeting for four years.

David Lee, executive director of the Baptist
Convention of Maryland/Delaware; Jimmy
Jackson, BCM/D consultant for church plant-
ing; John Draper, Baltimore Association�s direc-
tor of missions; and Fred Dyer, senior pastor of
White Marsh Church, brought messages
focused on Christ�s Great Commission.  White
Marsh Church sponsored New Day.

New Day members Marge Weber and
Dorothy McNew wrote a poem in honor of the
event entitled �God Has a Mission,� and mem-
bers renewed their commitment to ministering
in the Honeygo/Perry Hall area.  

Dave Tierney, pastor of New Day, said the
church has a heart for missions and is in the
process of forming a team that will travel to
minister in Puebla, Mexico.  BCM/D has a part-
nership with Puebla. 

The church currently meets at Chapel Hill
elementary school in Perry Hall. 

Columbia Fellowship, Mid-Maryland
Association, recently joined with several other
churches to celebrate the 25th anniversary of
�the meeting house.�  In a unique arrangement,
Columbia shares facilities at the Oakland Mills
Interfaith Center with five other congregations
� one Catholic, two Jewish, and two
Protestant. 

All of the congregations came together for a
special anniversary worship celebration.  The
theme was �Enjoy the Harmony.�

�Each congregation brought something from
their own traditions to share,� Steve McNeely,
pastor of Columbia Fellowship, said. 

The congregations join together at times to
minister to the community.  One of their inter-
faith activities is �Coalition for Compassion�
that offers emergency resources to people in
need.

McNeely said that the facility is fully uti-
lized as opposed to most church buildings that
are empty throughout the week.  The situation
is also more cost effective since all of the
churches share in the expenses.

Seventh Church, Baltimore, has a 12-step,
Christ-based program called Liberation Support
Group for those struggling with substance abuse.  

Michael Coles, pastor of the church, said the
program focuses on the core of the problem �

why the person started taking
drugs or alcohol, and what
initiated it. Then they move
in a direction for help.  The

bottom line, Coles said, is that it�s a sin prob-
lem.

Coles said he was amazed at how many
Christians are in slavery to addiction.  �They
were church members, in the choir � some-

how this happens.  They come where their roots
are.  It�s more comforting,� he said.

�It�s changed me, Coles said. �I�m less judg-
mental.  It�s led me to embrace souls that
belong to God but are in bondage.  One guy
was called to the ministry 15 years ago but has
been an addict for 12.  It scares me.  It�s real and
powerful, this enemy is.�

Coles said its amazing to watch the transfor-
mations as addicts begin to move toward the
direction of Christ. The group deals with many
suffering from crack and heroin addictions.  

ADAM is the name of a new alcohol and
drug addictions ministry of North Arundel
Church, Glen Burnie. It�s an acronym for
�Alcohol and Drug Addictions Ministry.�  The
program is a Christian support supplement to a
12-step program.

Hockessin Church, Delaware, has a nicotine
withdrawal group

Trinity Church, Waldorf, has a monthly sup-
port group for those who suffer from chronic
pain.  The sessions are a forum to share con-
cerns and encourage each other.

Camp Colonial, Colonial Church,
Baltimore, is accepting registrations for its sum-
mer day camp. The camp is for pre-K through
sixth grade students, beginning July 2 and end-
ing Aug. 10. An open house is scheduled on
Thursday, March 29 at 7:00 p.m. 

Children at First Church, LaPlata, had a
make-your-own pizza party last month for a
fun fellowship.  

Tabernacle Church, Baltimore, will have a
community kid�s activity night on March 30
with puppets, videos, games and refreshments.
The event is an attempt to reach out to the chil-
dren in the Middlesex community.

Jonathan Pierce will be in concert at
Dunkirk Church, Potomac Association, at 6
p.m. on March 25.  Pierce was a member of the
Gaither Band for three years.  

The Jacobs Brothers will be in concert at
Virginia Avenue Church, Hagerstown, on April
5.  The group has been singing since 
1962, has produced numerous albums and has
toured internationally.  They also host a weekly
program on Satellite Television.  The group
sings traditional and sacred music.

Emmanuel Church, Gambrills, has
embarked on �Project 100,� an outreach pro-
gram. Last month, members stayed late after
sharing a fellowship dinner to handwrite and
address 100 postcards that informed the recipi-
ents they had been prayed for.  The cards went
on to encourage the recipients to call or e-mail
the church with any prayer requests they may
have.  The church plans to follow-up the cards 
by sending gospel tracts and invitations to the
Easter worship service.

Members of Linthicum Church, Arundel
Association, will host Sunday morning family
breakfasts once a month through June. It�s a
chance to bring friends and have fellowship. A
special Mother�s Day breakfast is planned for
May 13.  

Maryland Point Mission, Potomac
Association, is supporting a revival March 18-
21.  Jimmy Jackson, BCM/D consultant/special-
ist, will be the speaker.  Services will begin at 7
p.m. at Nanjemoy Church.

Calverton Church, Silver Spring, will have
revival services March 25-27.  Dr. Vander
Warner Jr. will be the guest speaker.  The pastor,
Bob Simpson, will be leading the music.
Evening services will begin at 7 p.m.

Parkville Church, Baltimore, will have
revival services March 25-28.  Charles Barnes is
the guest speaker for the event.  Special music
and �good old gospel� congregational singing
is planned.  March 28 is designated children
and youth night.  A nursery will be provided.

Tara Bollinger, Miss Missouri, will share her
personal testimony during the 11 a.m. worship
service at Dunkirk Church, Potomac
Association, on March 18.  Bollinger  is address-
ing Congress March 14-16 to promote teen sexu-
al abstinence.  She co-authored a book with
Frank Shelton, minister of evangelism at
Dunkirk Church, titled The Best of Youth Success.

First Church, Frederick, sponsored a paint
ball trip for their youth group and had 27
teenage boys register.  The group had a devo-
tional time before heading out to the field for
the fun. Many of the boys did not attend the
church and inquired about it afterwards.

Charles Barnes, former executive director of
BCM/D, will share about his assignment with
Impact Northeast at Glen Burnie Church,
Arundel Association, on March 17.  Impact
Northeast is a program that links the needs in
the North with the resources in the South.  

Northside Church, Baltimore, announced
an estate gift from the late Ruth Parker of
$1,100,000.  Parker passed away in December
2000. An advisory panel is seeking God�s lead-
ership and wisdom for the use of the funds.

Redland Church, Rockville, will put a new
spin on April Fools Day.  This year April 1 falls
on Sunday.  Redland will celebrate being �Fools
for Christ� with lunch, activities and Christian
discipleship.

Seventh Church, Baltimore, held its annual
Unity in Diversity celebration on Sunday, Feb.
25. The celebration featured performances by
Jubilation, the Northside Church choir, and
Vanessa Coffey and her signed-singing ministry.
Gerald (Jerry) Wade, pastor of Northside
Church, was the keynote speaker. The celebra-
tion included a dinner and a joint worship serv-
ice.

Temple Church, Baltimore, will study the
book of James for its winter Bible study on
March 25.  The session will begin at 9:30 a.m. 

CHURCH felife
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CHURCHlife comes from two primary sources.  Most comes from the newsletters and bulletins that are mailed to BaptistLIFE. The other source is press
releases from individual churches or associations. If the intent is to promote something in advance of the event, please send the information no later than
three weeks prior to the “issue date” which is the 3rd Friday of every month (except January). We prefer the information in electronic form via e-mail to:
smager@bcmd.org or you may fax it to (410) 290-6627.

(Continued on page five)



Members of the church�s youth group will serve 
spaghetti for lunch.  There is no charge, but any
donations given will supplement the youth summer
camp fund.

The men�s Sunday School class at Temple plans
to enjoy a prayer breakfast at Martins West Banquet
Center on March 17.  Alvin Hathaway, from
Pennsylvania Avenue A.M.E. Church will be the
guest speaker.

University Church, Baltimore, will join with four
other churches in Baltimore to celebrate Lent.  The
theme is  Beyond the Boundaries - a Lenten Reflection on
Race, Poverty and Community with the Churches of
Charles. Each Wednesday, congregations will gather
at one of the participating churches for dinner, fol-
lowed by the speaker�s presentation, then a time of
questions and exchange of ideas. The messages will
be about the challenge to the Christian community
regarding the racial, economic and demographic
conditions of the greater Baltimore region. 

On Palm Sunday the churches will march togeth-
er beginning at 12:10  p.m. with a procession of
palms down Charles Street.  Afterwards, all of the
churches will gather together for a picnic lunch.

First Church, Kent Island, recently had two
events to celebrate WMU and missions.  The annual
mother/daughter brunch was held on Feb. 10.  The

special guest speaker was Helen Reynolds, who is
retired from the European International Board.  The
theme for the brunch was Mothers and Daughters on
the Journey.  Attendance for this event was over 60
members and guests.  The following day was Baptist
Womens� Day.  Once again, Reynolds spoke sharing
with the congregation her  message entitled,
Dispelling the Darkness.

J. Ivan Hart, 79, retired chaplain, pastor, special
education teacher and member of Westminster
Church, passed away Dec. 1.  A Baltimore native and
graduate of Southern Seminary and Johns Hopkins
University, he pastored in Virginia; served as an
Army chaplain in Korea and Japan; and taught spe-
cial education in Baltimore city and county, while
serving as an interim pastor in Maryland. He is sur-
vived by Thelma, his wife of 56 years; two daugh-
ters and four grandsons.

Edgar T. Hutton, 74, died on Jan. 12 in Edgewater.
Hutton was a graduate of the University of
Richmond and Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary, and also studied at Oxford University.  In
1954, he founded Northside Church, Baltimore,
which was then a mission of University Church.  He
served at Northside until his retirement in 1992.
Earlier, Hutton has been assistant pastor at Seventh

Church, Baltimore.  He is survived by his wife,
Sheila, two daughters, two brothers, a sister and
four granddaughters.

Mary Lucy Parsons, 79, died on Jan. 10 in
Bessemer, Ala.  A graduate of Howard College
(Samford University) and Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Parsons served at the
Kathleen Mallory Good Will Center in Baltimore
from 1955 to 1965. In 1965, she became the weekday
program director at the East Baltimore Church,
where she ministered until her retirement in 1986. In
1973, Parsons began a youth camp at East Baltimore
that continues today as an inner city teen camp
meeting at Camp WoMeTo under the sponsorship of
Baltimore Association.

Bill Sturgeon, 61. retired pastor of Church on the
Westside, Dover, died in December.  Having worked
many years in criminal justice, he took an early
retirement in order to enter full-time ministry. He
then obtained his master�s degree in theology and a
doctorate of ministry and served 14 years as pastor
of a multi-cultural church in Los Angeles. In 1993, he
was called to Delaware. He is survived by his wife,
Donna, and four children, two sisters and seven
grandchildren.

John Queen, member of Wildwood Church, Bethesda,
died on Jan. 25.  Queen had served on the General
Mission Board and on the BaptistLIFE Committee.

Deaths

Christians can reclaim America by getting involved
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By Sharon Mager
BaptistLIFE Staff Writer

NORTH EAST, Md. � About 300
people attended the patriotic Reclaiming
America rally on Feb. 24. The big event
took place at Sandy Cove Conference
Center, along the headwaters of the
Chesapeake Bay. 

Palmer Auditorium was filled with
red, white and blue. Flags hung from
the ceilings; gold stars, balloons and
other patriotic decorations gave the air
of patriotism throughout. In addition
to big name music groups, including
The Steeles and The Nottingham Four,
there were at least seven other music
groups and a band with plenty of
brass tones belting out patriotic and
godly tunes throughout the day. 

Keynote speakers included Bill
Murray, son of renowned atheist
Madalyn Murray O�Hair, who was
responsible for the removal of prayer
from public schools in the �60s.     

Murray gave his testimony of being
raised in a communist home, then
later becoming a Christian. He went
on to explain some of President Bush�s
proposed faith-based initiative, and
encouraged Christians to become
involved in politics. Murray told the
crowd that money for Bush�s plan is
not new money. He said that the plan
�levels the playing field, so that faith-
based groups can have equal access to
that money.�  

Murray told the crowd that changing
America is not an all or nothing
proposition, but rather a process of
nibbling away. He also gave some
practical ways to be involved in
changing America, such as joining a
local political party group and getting
involved in local politics. 

Larry Haines, a state senator from
Carroll County, explained how
Christians could actually run for office
using a biblically-based moral tech-
nique. Haines is working on putting
together a video explaining those tech-
niques. 

Harford/Cecil county senator Bob
Hooper gave his personal testimony
and urged Christians to persevere.

Representatives from Christian
political activist groups spoke
throughout the day and had booths set
up in the auditorium distributing
information to educate Christians,
teaching them how to get involved
individually and as churches in chang-
ing America. Volunteers distributed
free handouts with names of senators
and House of Delegates members and
how to contact them. Vendors sold
books about Christian patriots and
Reclaiming America T-shirts.

Visitors could put their names on
mailing lists  in order to be informed
of political happenings.

David Lee, the Baptist Convention of 

Maryland/Delaware�s executive director, 
talked about church planting.

�What does church planting have
to do with a political rally?� he asked.
�Everything,� Lee said. �It�s the gospel
of Jesus Christ that has the power to
change lives. Paul used a word for
power that is the root for our word
�dynamite.�  The gospel is like dyna-
mite. If you put enough dynamite in
the right place even walls come tum-
bling down,� Lee said.

The early church, Lee said, turned
their world upside down by sharing
the gospel one-on-one and by planting
churches. �We can turn our world
upside down by sharing the gospel
and planting new churches,� Lee said.    

Even Uncle Sam attended the rally 
dressed in his traditional red, white 

and blue garb, complete with gloves 
and hat. Charles Shealer, alias Uncle
Sam, and his wife, Dottee, affectionate-
ly known as Aunt Sam, travel through-
out the nation sharing their passion for
Christ and their beloved country. The
Shealers are retired and are spending
their golden years researching today�s
issues in regard to God�s word and
keeping on top of pending legislation
that can hurt the Christian cause. 

Harold Phillips, pastor of Pleasant
View Church, organized the rally. A
political activist himself, Phillips
summed up the event.

�We�re scattering sparks to start
more fires,� he said.

Phillips hopes others will host
Reclaiming America rallies in their
parts of the convention. BLBL

(from page four)

Harold Phillips, Uncle Sam, and David Lee
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O U R  M I S S I O N

BCM/D will intentionally
assist in starting
and strengthening
congregations so that
they can fulfill Jesus’
command in Matthew
28:19-20.

O U R  V I S I O N

By 2010, the BCM/D
will have 600 congregations
with 150,000 persons 
fulfilling Jesus’ command
in Matthew 28:19-20.

S T R A T E G I E S

• Church Planting

• Congregational Development

• Leadership Development 
and Support

• Missions Involvement

• Resource Development

D I V E R S I T Y

We believe that God is
the creator of diversity.
We will support and 
celebrate the diversity of
our churches and people
to his honor and glory.

One of our 10 Core Values is

CONVENTION elife

Announcing the LifeWay 2001 VBS Theme:
�Truth Trackers and the Secret of the Stone Tablets�

Pack your bags and get ready for the VBS adventure of a lifetime!

By Jane Lippy
BaptistLIFE Corespondent

HAMPSTEAD, Md. �� My mother, Helen
Thompson, was a Baptist Home resident. She had lived
there since July 27, 1990, and most recently was in the
health care section.

Baptist Home was founded in the early 1900s.
Recognizing Paul�s admonition in 1 Timothy 5:8, Baptist
leaders were concerned that there was no provision for
faithful ladies who had no one to care for them as they
aged. Thanks to the vision, compassion and generosity
of Willoughby McCormick, the Baptist Home was incor-
porated in 1915. The first home was located at 2301
North Charles Street. In 1924, the organization moved
to 1615 Park Avenue. The trustees purchased Rainbow
Hall � comprised of 43 acres, a main house and several
outbuildings � for $270,000 in 1964. The property is of
historic interest because Gen. and Mrs. Douglas
McArthur resided there early in his career. 

In 1965, Baptist Home received status as an institu-
tion of the Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware.
With the construction of the McCormick wing in 1970,
the home could serve 50 residents. Baptist Home
remained an agency of the convention until November
of 1994. At that time, the Baptist Home became an inde-
pendent institution at their request. (See page 11 of the
Feb. 16, 2001, issue of BaptistLIFE.)

A faithful servant of the Lord, Mother taught Sunday
school for more than 25 years, participated in WMU
and entertained missionaries, preachers and evangelists
in her home. During her years as an active member of
Forest Church, Mother visited the residents of Baptist
Home with other Forest people. 

Mother had always talked of spending her later
years at Baptist Home. Clara Cox, one of her best
friends, was there. When we first applied, there was a
waiting list. In the beginning, she had her own room,
upstairs next to Maybelle Jones. Following a stroke in 

1991, she went to assisted living and later to the health
center. 

This year on Jan. 19, we received a letter from
Carolyn Jackson, board of trustees president, stating the
trustees were pursuing a purchaser and negotiating
with Raffel Health Care Group in the hope it would buy
and manage Rainbow Hall, and pay off Allfirst Bank.

On Jan. 29, we learned Baptist Home would close.
Further details came in a letter dated Jan. 30, along with
a list of alternate facilities in the area. Rainbow Hall
agreed to help with the transition and take responsibili-
ty for reasonable moving expenses.

I contacted Long View Nursing Home in
Manchester. This is close to my home and presently
cares for several members of Forest, Mother�s and my
church. I met and talked with the director of admis-
sions, who showed me available rooms. Mother moved
to Long View on Feb. 13 and is adjusting well.

Over the years at Baptist Home, Mother enjoyed the
crab cake and other dinners, Christmas (gifts for all)
and other socials, and many activities sponsored by the
Woman�s Auxiliary, headed by Irene Altenburg and
Shirley Stran. The women�s board, led by Rose Parker,
worked tirelessly at the Christmas bazaars, spring flings
and clothing sales to furnish the home and make living
more comfortable for the residents. 

Mother attended the monthly Bible study taught by
Beverly Jensen of Gunpowder Church and the Sunday
afternoon worship faithfully brought by Randy
Wildberger, Baptist Home chaplain.

Noelle Gepp, former activities director, encouraged
her to participate in other events.

We thank these, along with Keith Bryan, Randy
Fowler, Grace Lewis, Andrea Braid, Ed and Mary
Nettleship, administration, staff, nurses, Carolyn
Jackson, trustees and others for their prayer, care, con-
cern and effort.

Goodbye to Baptist Home...and thanks! 

BLBL

COLUMBIA, Md.  Truth Trackers is a thrilling archaeological adventure that takes 
us through the deserts of Egypt and the Middle East on a thrilling expedition in search 

of the Stone Tablets of the Ten Commandments. As we investigate God�s timeless 
commands each day, an exciting Bible story will illustrate how to obey the commands

studied.  Exploration and discovery will not only reveal the principles by which God wants 
us to live, but also that Jesus is the power by which we live. Jesus is the way, the truth and the life.

VBS Associational Clinics Schedule
March 10 Blue Ridge Association South End Church 9 a.m. - noon
March 30 Western Association Grace Church, Cumberland 7 - 9 p.m.
March 31 Western Association Pleasant View Church 9 a.m. - noon
March 31 Susquehanna Association Oak Grove Church 9 a.m. - noon
April 5 Baltimore Association Middle River Church 7 - 9 p.m.
April 21 Mid-Maryland Association Elders Church 9 a.m. - noon
April 21 Arundel Association Elvaton Church 9 a.m. - noon
May 5 Delaware Association Friendship Church 9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m.
May 5 Eastern Association Allen Memorial Church 9:30 a.m. - noon
May 5 Potomac Association Trinity Church 9 a.m. - noon
May 5 Prince George�s Association Clinton Church 9 a.m. - noon
May 19 Montgomery Association Georgia Avenue Church 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.



By Beth Clifton
Managing Editor

COLUMBIA, Md. � Randy
Millwood�s life took an unexpected
turn his first year of college. Initially
a religion minor at a Baptist school,
he finally got to the front of a very
long line to register for a religion
course. There was only one class still
open: introduction to religious edu-
cation. That class �� the teacher and
the textbook �� was used by God to
change the direction of Millwood�s
life. 

He had felt a call to ministry, but
having a musical background had
thought he would probably be a
worship leader. After that first reli-
gious education class, Millwood
walked away from a music scholar-
ship and has never looked back. 

In January of this year, Millwood�s
path brought him to the Baptist
Convention of Maryland/Delware as 

consultant/specialist for disciple-
making/small groups/new church
development. After five and a half
years on the faculty of New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary,
Millwood left academia to be closer
to the church.

The journey from New Orleans
to Columbia actually took a year.
During the seminary�s 1999
Christmas break, he was �struck
with the feeling that school had
become merely academic, rather
than kingdom work,� Millwood
says. He and his wife, Adele,
prayed, fasted and searched for
where the Lord was leading them. 

Several opportunities came along,
but the one that excited them was
the BCM/D position. Specifically,
the job assignment of �strategic dis-
ciple-making� was a determining
factor in Millwood�s decision to
come here. Making disciples is exact-
ly what he believes is important. In

fact, he
believes that
making dis-
ciples is the
only New
Testament
command-
ment given
to the church
� and a lot
of churches
don�t know
how to keep
that com-
mandment,
he says.

In read-
ing Matthew
7 where
Jesus says, 
�Not every-
one who 

calls me Lord will enter the king-
dom of heaven� and goes on and
lists those who prophesy in his
name, who cast out demons in his
name, and who perform miracles in
his name, Millwood was struck
with the conclusion Jesus drew.
Jesus said, �The things you did
were unauthorized� (New Living
Bible). 

�A lot of churches are deceived
into believing their various pro-
grams and activities make disci-
ples,� Millwood says, �but they
don�t quite know how.�

The second part of the job
assignment � small groups � is
also exciting to him because he
believes the vehicle for disciple-
making is small groups. A small
group was very instrumental in his
own pilgrimage. 

Immediately after completing his
doctoral degree at New Orleans, he
became the minister of education at
Broadmoor Baptist Church in
Jackson, Miss. While he was there,
the Experiencing God materials came
out. Millwood worked through the
workbook on his own, and then led
a hand-picked, age and gender
mixed, small group of 12 people
through the same material. This
experience pushed him into a �dis-
comfort zone.� He felt church
should be simple � not complex.
�Christianity is complex, but the
church should be simple,� he says.

Acting on this uneasiness about
the complexity of church, Millwood
left Broadmoor to work with a
small church in Michigan. From
there he went to the Baptist Sunday
School Board as a consultant in the
area of Sunday school, and from
there back to New Orleans to teach.
He taught church growth the first
couple of years there, and then
began the Institute for Church
Health. 

The third part of Millwood�s
assignment for BCM/D is new
church development. To carry out
this responsibility with young
churches, he anticipates using what
he has learned about church health
to help them avoid health problems
from the start. 

Over the last few years, he has
immersed himself in Matthew,
Mark, Luke, John and Acts, reading
them repeatedly. He studied them
to discover how Jesus did church
and how the first church imitated
him. �Before Paul�s time of dealing
with unhealthy churches, back at
the beginning before people messed
up how Jesus showed church
should be done� was the time frame
on which Millwood says he
focused.

From this immersion in the
gospels and Acts, he has identified 

six vital signs of a healthy church.
�If a church measures these six
signs, they can catch disease early
and prevent its spread,� Millwood
says. 

Additionally, strengths can be
recognized while checking the vital
signs. And, once recognized, the
church can work to strengthen
those areas more �� like an athlete
trains to improve on skills and tal-
ents already present. 

�Church health needs to be
proactive, not reactive,� Millwood
says.

His immediate goals are to find
and meet the �small group� church-
es in the BCM/D and to get to
know the young congregations. He
wants to develop covenant relation-
ships with small group, strategic
disciple-making churches for a peri-
od of three to five months while the
church is working toward their own
goals. �This will create a pool of
people to help other churches do
the same,� he says. 

One of Millwood�s long-term
goals is the multiplication of
healthy churches.

Each church is different,
Millwood believes, and he wants to
help individual churches assess
where they need to pray and study
and what their next step will be.
�One pattern won�t work for every
church,� he says.

Millwood has spent his adult life
deeply involved in the local church.
While a college and seminary stu-
dent, he served as a part-time asso-
ciate pastor. After completing his
master�s degree, he was full-time
minister of education in two
churches before returning to semi-
nary to work on his doctorate.

While teaching at NOBTS, he
found that his favorite students
were the ones who were �out there�
in the churches ministering to peo-
ple. He is excited about working
directly with the churches of
Maryland and Delaware.

Millwood and Adele were high
school sweethearts and were very
young when they married. She has
an integral part in his ministry.
When he talks, he consistently uses
�we� instead of �I.� They have two
sons, Josh and Caleb. Josh is still in
New Orleans, working as a deejay
and programmer at a Christian radio
station. He plans to start college in
the fall in New Orleans. Caleb is a
junior at Arundel High, and plays
bass in one of the praise bands at
Crossroads Church,
Odenton, where
the Millwoods
have become
members.
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Randy Millwood shares his journey to Maryland/Delaware
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C o n n e c t i n g  m a n  w i t h  G o d . . . a n d  G o d  w i t h  m a n !

Dr. Bruce Leafbla
Professor of Church Music

Southwestern Baptist Theological Sem
Fort Worth, TX

Dr. Roy Fish
Senior Professor of Evangelism

Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
Fort Worth, TX

Rev. Mark Croston
Pastor, East End Baptist Church, Suffolk, VA

Karen D. Croston
Minister of Music, East End Baptist Church
Consultant, African-American Church Music

Ministries and Worship,Virginia Baptist Mission Board
Richmond, VA
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Worship/EvangelismConference

Millennium

DAY RATES AND GROUP DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER, CALL 800.466.5290 EXT. 214.

A COOPERATIVE PROGRAM MINISTRY

EXPERIENCING GOD – THE MUSICAL
Sunday Evening, April 29

4 pm and 7 pm
Featuring combined choirs and orchestra from BCM/D  churches

Sally Morganthaler
Creative Design Coordinator

Pathways Church 
Author of Worship Evangelism

President/Founder of
Worship Evangelism Concepts

Littleton, CO

friday and saturday

• Audio/Lighting/Video Systems • The NET Evangelism Srategy 
for the 21st Century

• Drama/Pageants • HeartCall (Evangelism Training for 
Women)

• Computers/Projection • Share Jesus Without Fear
• Handbells • F.A.I.T.H. Sunday School 

Evangelism
• Student Worship Experience • 31 Ways To Evangelize Families 
• Children’s Worship

sunday evening

“EXPERIENCING GOD” – THE MUSICAL
(with combined choirs and orchestra 

from BCM/D churches)

Group Discount: For every four team members you register from the same
church, a fifth member can attend at no charge (20% discount). In order to
receive the group discount, the group must register at the same time.

Cos t: Entire Conference (Friday/Saturday/Monday/Tuesday........................$59
Friday/Saturday only............................................................................$39
Monday/Tuesday only..........................................................................$39
Single Day only....................................................................................$20
Sunday Evening (�Experiencing God� - the musical)................No charge
(VISA/MASTERCARD accepted for registrations by phone to ext 214) 



CONFERENCE LEADERS
�Dr.  Ralph Hodge Pastor, Staff Leadership Department, LifeWay Church

Resources; Editor of �Proclaim�and �Let�s Worship;�
Consultant in non-traditional worship styles, Nashville,
TN

�Chris t ine Anderson Internationally-known Solo Handbell Artist and 
Consultant, Frazier Park, CA

�Brad Matheson Instrumentalist and Consultant for Praise Bands,
LifeWay Church Resources, Atlanta, GA

�Todd Bi l l ingsly Keyboard/Synthesizer Specialist and Consultant,
Miami, FL

�Ann Tonks Recently retired Manager of Ministries Services of
LifeWay Christian Resources, Specialist in Children�s 
Evangelism, Silver Spring, MD

�Dwight  Moody Executive Pastor, Fellowship of Joy, Specialist in Student 
Evangelism, Sanford, FL

�James & Louanne Tippins Minister of Music and Drama, Executive Director of the
Grand Strand Passion Play, First Baptist Church, Myrtle 
Beach, SC

�Technical Support Ministries Audio/video group, Crown Magnetics, sound projection

PASTORS and LEADERS

AFRICAN-AMERICAN PASTORS and LEADERS

YOUTH LEADERS

CHILDREN�S LEADERS

KEYBOARDISTS (COMPUTERS/SYNTHESIZERS)

DRAMA DIRECTORS and DRAMA TEAMS

AUDIO/LIGHTING/VIDEO SYSTEMS TECHNICIANS

PRAISE BANDS and WORSHIP TEAMS

HANDBELL DIRECTORS and RINGERS

PAGEANT DIRECTORS
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minary

by Sharon Mager
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. � Worship, our holiest work, and evangel-
ism, our answer to Christ�s great commission, are, some would say,
the reason we exist. This year�s Worship/Evangelism conference is
an opportunity to hone our holy work � to learn, share and be
challenged to take the gospel to our lost and dying world and to
corporately worship. It�s one of the biggest events the Baptist
Convention of Maryland/Delaware sponsors each year. 

The conference includes specialized seminars, nationally known
speakers, testimonies, music, and this year an extravagant presen-
tation of Experiencing God performed by singers and instrumental-
ists from across the convention. It begins at 1 p.m. on Friday, April
27, and continues each day through May 1 at Oak Grove Church,
in Bel Air. 

Friday and Saturday feature seminars for those who work with
sound, lights, drama, keyboards, computers and synthesizers.
Seminars will also be available for praise bands, drama directors
and teams, and handbell directors and ringers.

On Saturday night teens will gather for worship in a student-
led worship service. 

One of the highlights of the conference is Sunday night�s per-
formance of Experiencing God. For the first time in almost a decade
a huge choir and orchestra comprised of singers and instrumental-
ists from across the convention will gather for a huge presentation
of music.

�The first time we had a combination of choirs and orchestras
like this was about eight or nine years ago at a foreign mission
appointment service. Over 900 singers and instrumentalists partici-
pated. People have been asking to do it again,� Dee Solomon said.
Solomon is the music and worship consultant/specialist for
BCM/D and is coordinating the music for the conference, which,
he said, is the ideal opportunity for the celebration.

There will be two performances of the musical � at 4 and 7
p.m.

Practices for the musical will be throughout the convention
until near the presentation time when everyone participating will
come together for a huge joint rehearsal. 

Monday and Tuesday, April 30 and May 1, nationally known
speakers will share about biblical worship and evangelizing
today�s society.

Bruce Leafblad and Roy Fish are both professors at Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. Leafblad is pro-
fessor of church music and Fish is professor of evangelism.

Leafblad will discuss biblical worship. Solomon said Leafblad is
a wonderful speaker who provides some unique, in-depth ways to
understand worship that make the listeners, including pastors, say,
�Why didn�t I think of that before?�

Fish will discuss biblical evangelism as it relates to today�s soci-
ety.

Sally Morganthaler is a worship consultant/minister of music at
Pathway Church in Littleton, Colo. Morganthaler works in a very
contemporary church using the arts in a variety of ways. She will
share worship and evangelism techniques to especially reach
young adults in their 20s and 30s.

Other speakers include the husband and wife team of Mark and
Karen Croston, from East End Baptist Church in Suffolk, Va.  Mark
is the pastor of the church and Karen is a consultant for African-
American church ministries and worship with the Virginia Baptist
Mission Board. 

Ralph Hodge, from LifeWay, will also speak. He is editor of
Proclaim and Let�s Worship magazines.

More seminars will also be offered on Monday and Tuesday for
children�s workers, youth leaders, and pastors and lay leaders,
including a special workshop for African-American pastors and lay
leaders. 

Solomon emphasized that the conference is not �an aspirin to
take and make the headache go away� for worship leaders who are
struggling to juggle different styles of worship. It�s not something
that will provide step-by-step directions to take back and make
worship perfect. 

�The purpose is to study and experience worship,� Solomon
said. �Worship produces evangelism. � Evangelism produces wor-
ship. People who worship will tell others. Those who come to
know Jesus will want to worship.�

Experiencing Worship –– 

Experiencing God
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monday and tuesday

• Principles of Biblical worship • Discipling for Evangelism
• Practices, styles and trends of • The NET Evangelism Srategy 

worship today and beyond for the 21st Century
• Worship produces evangelism... • HeartCall (Evangelism Training for 

evangelism produces worshipers Women)

• Leadership principles for worship • Share Jesus Without Fear
leaders

• F.A.I.T.H. Sunday School • 31 Ways To Evangelize Families 
Evangelism

Please route this information to leaders in your church 
who would benefit from attending this exciting conference!



GLORIETA, N.M.(BP)--Frenzied peo-
ple with hectic schedules might
believe they deserve a quick trip to a
fast food restaurant.

But nothing could be further from
the truth, said Tommy Yessick, well-
ness consultant for LifeWay Christian
Resources of the Southern Baptist
Convention.

Busy people need to eat right.
"You can eat some of what you

want if you eat all of what you
should," Yessick told a group of recre-
ation ministers attending the Rec Lab
seminar, "Six Hints to Eating Better
when Busy," held at LifeWay Glorieta
Conference Center, Glorieta, N.M, Feb.
25-March 2.

"You are made
up of one hundred
trillion cells, and
those one hundred
trillion cells like to
be happy. If your
cells are happy,
you are more 
likely to fight off
disease and make
it through hard
and stressful times," Yessick said.

Cells are impacted in several ways,
and one is a healthy balance between
activity and rest, he said.

Another is good nutrition. "What
you put in your mouth today impacts
your cells for the next 48 to 72 hours,"
Yessick said.

Third is stress management. "Put
stress in its proper perspective by
realizing it's necessary, but remove
yourself from it by dealing with
it," he said.

Americans eat, on aver-
age, 150 pounds of sugar
a year, plus 20 pounds
of sugar substitute,
Yessick said. "They'll
have a candy bar
and wash it down
with a diet soda."

They eat 67
pounds of fat; 27
pounds of high-fat
cheese, most of it on

cheeseburgers and pizzas; 51 gallons
of soft drinks, but fewer than 24 gal-
lons of milk (less than a glass a day).

Yessick's six tips for busy eaters
include:

�Plan ahead. "People say, 'I'm too
busy to plan,� but they have enough
time to stand and wait in a fast food
line."

�Stock your pantry like the basic
food pyramid. That means plenty of
breads, pasta, rice, potatoes, grains,
fruits, beans and vegetables. "If it's not
in your house, you can't eat it and nei-
ther can your kids. We have a one
sugar a day rule in our house."

�Double up cooking or stock up
cooking. "Plan and prepare double

what you need so
you won't be 
tempted to eat
wrong foods."

�Have and take
fruit everywhere.

�Live by the
three B rules,
breakfast, bagels
and bananas. "Eat
breakfast even if

it's only a bagel and banana.�
�Water, water everywhere. "Drink

plenty of water."
"Whatever you do, do all to the

glory of God so you can serve him
better and longer," Yessick said.
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FAMILY felif

KEN JORDAN
BCM/D Consultant/Specialist 

for Family Ministry

800.466.5290 Ext. 213

kjordan@bcmd.org

LINDA FOWLER
Director of Families Together Ministries 

Baptist Family & Children’s Services

800.621.8834 Ext. 130

baptistfamily@erols.com

ASK KEN & LINDA...

Dear Ken and Linda,
"The hurrier I go, the behinder I get" has become my

motto, and I can't even laugh about it anymore. I can't
remember when I wasn't stressed out because of my own
and my family's schedules and commitments. Between
work and church and school and the children's 
extracurricular activities, there's no time for home and fam-
ily. These demands on our time are taking a toll on all of
us. At best, we don't have time for each other, and at worst,
we don't behave very well toward each other. (And that is
probably an understatement.) I think it's even beginning to
affect my health. Is there any hope? Can you help?

Frazzled, flustered, and fatigued

Dear Frazzled,
You're not alone.  I know that doesn't help you very

much, but you may find it comforting to know.  "Hurry 
sickness" (as one writer calls it) affects a lot of families today.
And, as Christians we may experience even more stress than
others because we add our church commitments to the over-
whelming stack of plates we're already trying to juggle.  

Keeping all of those plates in the air is hard. Maintaining
a reasonable balance between work, family, and personal life
is not easy.  In fact, the 21st century version of the Ward and
June Cleaver family myth is that this balancing act can even
be achieved.  We would have to be "super people" to be suc-
cessful in every area of our lives all of the time.  And, we're
not.  

So we don't live in balance. We all have multiple roles we
try to fill, and we've developed the coping skills that keep us
going �� regardless of how we feel.  But we pay a price ��
primarily at the expense of our relationships and our health.
But don't give up. There is hope. There are some specific,
concrete steps you can take to begin gaining some control:  

Find or make time for what matters most. Distinguish
between what is really important in your life and what is
merely urgent.  Sometimes the important gets neglected
because of the urgency of something unimportant.

Build a life that is in harmony with your values. When
we spend our time in activities that don't mesh with our val-
ues (what really matters to us), this creates tension within us.
There's a discomfort caused by the difference between who
we are and what we spend our time doing.

Learn to handle change. If we cope with change by hun-
kering down, going numb, and keeping on going, we risk 
ignoring it until we collide with its impact. We live in a 
fast-paced world where change is almost constant.  Making
the effort to prepare for, recognize and adjust to change can
ease some of the stress.

De-stress your environment. We spend a lot of time in an
atmosphere that increases our heart rate, tenses our muscles,
and significantly raises our aggravation level. We often don't
recognize our environment as a stress factor.

Recognize your stress reactions. Pay attention to what
causes you stress and ask yourself what it is about that stres-
sor that is creating your reaction. What stresses one person
may not stress another.

Make healthy relationships your priority. Don't wait
until your relationships are irreparably damaged before you
take action. 

“The phone’s ringing, the front 
doorbell’s chiming, the dryer’s buzzing, 

and the oven’s dinging!”

THE FAMILY CIRCUS
by Bil Keane

Reprinted in BaptistLIFE with special permission of Bil Keane

Take time to eat right,
wellness consultant urges

"You can eat some

of what you want

if you eat all of

what you should"
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By Rhonda Owen-Smith
BaptistLIFE Corespondent

BALTIMORE, Md.��All God�s
Children� was the theme of a
month-long celebration of African-
American cultural and religious her-
itage at Northside Church,
Baltimore, during February. The cele-
bration included events and activi-
ties at the church throughout the
week, ways in which people could
participate in their own homes, and
in small groups at members� homes.
The celebration combined options
for all age ranges and diverse inter-
ests along with those that appealed
to every one. In addition, each
Sunday service included different
guest soloists, instrumentalists, his-
torical commentaries and/or speak-
ers.                                                         

A prayer service on Jan. 31
marked the beginning of the celebra-
tion. A Heritage Celebration Prayer
Guide was produced for individual
use during the month to pray for
families, racial reconciliation, perse-
cuted Christians, world peace, mis-
sions and missionaries, global stabili-
ty and other concerns.     

A book chat and storytelling pro-
gram featured books by and about
African-Americans. A book list was
prepared for children and adults.
The books were novels, bibliogra-

phies, collec-
tions of poems
and short sto-
ries, and his-
torical and the-
ological selec-
tions.  

Members of Northside volunteered
to host meetings in their homes for
other members who had read the
same books. Members were encour-
aged to read alone, aloud, or in a
group for growth, knowledge and
pleasure. Storytelling for children
took place at the church every
Wednesday in February.

The critically acclaimed PBS pro-
duction, I�ll Make Me a World, was
shown at the church. 
This movie highlights some of the
contributions and experiences of
African-Americans in the arts from
the 1900s until the present.     

Members invited family and 
friends to enjoy an afternoon at the 
movies with free popcorn and other
refreshments. While visiting the
church to attend the movie or anoth-
er event, people could see various 
decorations and displays throughout
the church. Many of the items dis-
played belong to members of the
congregation, including statues,
books and clothing.

The highlight of the month-long
celebration took place on Feb. 18
starting with the morning service fea-
turing the spoken word presented by
James Dixon, president of the Baptist
Convention of Maryland/Delaware
and pastor of El Bethel Church, Fort 

Washington. The morning service
also was the debut of the Northside
acapella spiritual ensemble Jubilation.
Later in the afternoon, there was a
Cultural Heritage Dinner, catered by
the Agape House. Following the din-
ner was a Cultural Celebration 
featuring the Northside Church 
choir, The Charles Arnette Gospel
Jazz Ensemble, Griot Bunjo Butler,
singer Reverend William Boyd, Jr.,
Eunice and Tina Davage of
Northside, the Namyanka Dance
Ministry, Jubilation, Karen Riley
Simmons and The Voices of Heaven
Gospel Choir.

The celebration continued with 
a Sunday service dedicated to youth
leadership, and church members and
friends attending a concert by Sweet
Honey in the Rock at the Myerhoff
Symphony Hall in Baltimore. This
Grammy-winning female group per-
forms spirituals, gospels, and folk
songs among other musical styles
with their voices and hand percus-
sion instruments.

Pastor Gerald (Jerry) Wade of
Northside and a team of church
members, led by Chairperson Karen
Riley Simmons, assembled a sam-
pling of the traditional, historical,
religious and cultural heritage of
African-Americans. Art, dance,
drama, literature, music, singing and
storytelling were among the meth-
ods used to share African-American
culture and heritage with members
and friends of Northside Church. 

The words of Psalm 150:3-6 best
capture the total experience of the
Northside Church African-American
Heritage Cultural Celebration.
�Praise him with the sounding of the
trumpet, praise him with the harp
and lyre, praise him with tam-
bourine and dancing, praise him
with the strings and flute, praise him
with the clash of cymbals, praise him
with resounding cymbals. Let every-
thing that has breath praise the Lord.
Praise the Lord.� 

DISCIPLE lifelife
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African-American heritage celebrated

Jerry Wade, pastor of Northside Church, gets acquainted with unidentified

worshiper.

Unidentified worshiper from Northside

Church leads in celebration.
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By Sharon Mager
BaptistLIFE Staff Writer

MIDDLE RIVER, Md. � In a
celebration of diversity, Middle
River Church hosted a combined
worship service with Colonial
Church, Randallstown, on Feb. 18.

About 400 people packed the
church, filling the sanctuary and
even the upper loft. The contrast-
ing choir robes of the two churches,
Colonial�s deep purple and Middle
River�s light blue, and their com-
bined voices reflected the differ-
ences that were blended for the
evening. 

�As I look out over the congrega-
tion I know this is the way it
always ought to be,� Alan Ray, pas-
tor of Middle River Church, said.

Worship leaders, Gary Morrison
from Middle River and Glenn
Roscoe from Colonial, shared in
leading the music including indi-
vidual and combined choir spe-
cials. The opening hymn was
�Victory in Jesus,� with the sound
resonating throughout the sanctu-
ary. Guitar, keyboards and cymbals
punctuated the high notes as the
choirs sang For Every Mountain and
Total Praise. At one point in the
evening about 85 percent of the
church was on their feet clapping,
raising their hands and praising
God. 

Robert Anderson, pastor of
Colonial Church, was the speaker
for the evening. Anderson said the
mixed congregation made a �beau-
tiful bouquet.� 

�We�ve made the issue over
diversity complicated,� Anderson
told the congregations. �We talk
about how Jesus tore down the
wall of hostility so we can get to
know one another. Jesus tore down
the wall between the Gentile and
Jew. We have no excuse not to love
each other � we�re all filthy rotten
Gentiles.�

Anderson said that prejudice
comes from a heart of fear, of mis-
understanding, of disobedience. 

He didn�t linger there but
plunged into his main topic of 
Victory in Jesus.  Anderson preached
about open doors.  His scripture
reference was 2 Corinthians 2:12-17.
In the scripture, the apostle Paul
said he had come to Troas to preach
and a door was opened to him. 

Doors, Anderson explained, are
seasonal, temporal and geographi-
cal. Weddings and funerals are
open doors, Anderson said. When
the iron curtain came down, that
was an open door.

�Baltimore is wide open and
waiting for you and me to take the
gospel to them,� Anderson said.

But, when a door is opened,
why don�t Christians always rush
right in?

�Wherever God builds a church
the devil builds a chapel. You have
an adversary, the devil, and he will
fight you tooth and nail,�
Anderson said. Unfortunately,
Anderson continued, adversity 
doesn�t always come from without, 

but sometimes from within the 
church. 

�Some are sitting on the deacon
board and instead of deaconing
they divide. They�re enemies of the
house. Some are in the choir
singing about how good God is
and living like the devil himself.�

Anderson said that winning the
lost and planting churches are both
Christian priorities, but so is loving
the saints. 

�The Bible says that by this shall
they know we are Christians � if
we love one another,� Anderson
said. �Someone once said, �I love
the ministry, it�s the people I can�t
stand.� We�re going to be together
in heaven so we better get into the
practice of loving one another �
black and white, Hispanic, Asian.� 

�What we have here [referring 
to the combined worship] is what
God intended � that his people
will worship together and minister
together because Jesus is the vic-
tor.�

Middle River and Colonial
Churches, two of the largest

churches in the convention, are cul-
turally different but share present
passions and a similar past. They
both began in the 1940s; they share
a strong commitment to communi-
ty evangelism; and both pastors
have been at their churches for
about five years. 

The most striking similarity is
the passion both churches share for
church planting. Both have spon-
sored 10 churches in their respec-
tive histories. 

Colonial and Middle River
Churches developed a relationship
several years ago when Anderson
and Morrison began talking to each
other at an annual meeting and dis-
cussed getting the two churches
together. When Morrison heard
Anderson�s wife, Jacki, sing at one
of convention events, he contacted
Anderson and asked him about
having her do a recital at Middle
River in February to commemorate
Black History Month. The two men
then saw that this may be the time
to actually get the churches togeth-
er as they had discussed earlier. On

Feb. 4, Jacki
Anderson sang a
recital at Middle
River. On Feb. 11 the
two congregations
met at Colonial
Church. 

Ray voiced the
lingering question.
�What happens now?
We�ll be together
again. God has given
us a marvelous gift
� a glimpse of the
kingdom of God.� 
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WMU Annual Meeting
the Maryland and Delaware

A
ro

un

d the World With M

issions

Three One Day Meetings
April 26, 27, 28, 2001

April 26 at Virginia Avenue BC, Hagerstown, MD
April 27 at First Southern BC, Dover, DE
April 28 at Heritage BC, Annapolis, MD

For further information:
Contact Carol McGiffin, call 1.800.466.5290 extension 232    
or e-mail Carol at cmcgiffin@bcmd.org

Diversity – a “glimpse of the Kingdom”

Alan Ray, pastor of Middle River Church and Robert Anderson, pastor of

Colonial Church, enjoy their combined churches in worship.
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By Jane Lippy
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. � Several years ago, a
Woman�s Missionary Union think tank
brainstormed about where the missions
organization needed to go or what it could
do in order to tell the missions story, said
Aquilla Smith, executive director, WMU of
Maryland/Delaware.  The group decided to
take WMU to the people, she said, determin-
ing this would happen in 2001.

Focusing on the theme, �Around the
World with Missions,� the annual WMU
meeting takes its show on the road to the fol-

lowing three locations:
Virginia Avenue Church,
Hagerstown, Thursday,
April 26; First Southern
Church, Dover, Friday,
April 27; and Heritage
Church, Annapolis,
Saturday, April 28.

Registration will begin at 8:30 a.m., and
the meetings will adjourn at 4 p.m.
Speakers include Maxine Baumgardner, giv-
ing a view of missions in West Virginia;
Andrea Mullins, WMU, Birmingham, Ala.,
giving a view of national work; and Arleen
Street, missionary in Suriname, giving a
view from the International Mission Board.
In addition, Jim McBride, director of mis-
sions, Delaware Association, and David
Burt, director of missions, Blue Ridge
Association, will bring greetings and give
their perspectives.  �We want to bring the
message that missions is global,� Smith said.

�There�ll be good music and displays.
The whole idea is for women to come and
get a renewed interest in missions around
the world and at their doorstep.  It�s hoped
the one-day event in three locations will
attract younger women,� Smith said.

Registration fee is $8.  A box lunch is
available.  For information, call (800) 466-
5290, ext. 232.

By Jane Lippy
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

�How do you get Moldova out of
your heart?� Eight-year-old Jonathan
Rowser posed this question to his
mother. �We don�t need to. We will
pray for them and the power of God
will be at work,� Sheri Rowser said.

Dave Rowser was an
International Mission Board volun-
teer coordinator in Moldova. He
worked in Moldova with his wife,
Sherri, a church and home mission-
ary, and their sons Davey, 16, and
Jonathan. 

Currently the couple is stateside,
living in South Carolina. Sheri�s
health and the inadequate medical
facilities precluded their returning to
Moldova.

�We spent a lot of time in prayer
for several weeks,� she said. After
one entrance closed, the door to
Japan opened. �It�s been hard on us.
We love Moldova. We love the peo-
ple. Yet, God has a plan and we have
to trust him.�  The Lord�s affirmation
came when Jonathan said, �I�m
ready� (to go to Japan). They felt
God�s hand when the youngest
accepted not going back to Moldova,
she said. �This request was offered
to us and we had a peace about
going there,� she said.

Their task in Japan will be in
church planting with international
Japanese people. �These,� Sheri said,
�are people who�ve spent time in
America and then go home. They are 
most open to the gospel.�  

A Japanese lady they met in one 
of the churches said, �That will 
work. The old will not listen.�  
Sheri said, �This lets you know that 

the [International Mission] Board is
on target with strategy.�  Sheri, who
ministered with children and women
in Moldova, said, �The day-to-day
living will be easier, but the ministry
(they plan to plant cell groups) will
be more difficult.�

Concerning Moldova, �They are a
very special group of people.
Maryland/Delaware [Convention] is
special to the people of Moldova.
They are appreciative of your kind
and loving hearts,� she said.   

After successful mission ventures
with Ontario, the Baptist Convention
of Maryland/Delaware is now work-
ing with the Canadian province of
Quebec. Dan Sheffield, project coor-
dinator for the partnership, surveyed
missionaries and other workers in
Quebec to see what their needs are
and how BCM/D churches and indi-
viduals can help. 

�Robert Pinkston, International
Mission Board campus minister for 
Quebec would like to network with
other campus ministers to pool
resources and encourage one anoth-
er.  He also needs help with leader-
ship training. Pinkston is seeking to
find and sponsor semester mission-
aries to help establish student work.

�David Brazzeal is an International
Mission Board missionary to French-
speaking Quebec. Brazzeal would like
to sponsor semester missionaries to
come to Quebec to study French while
working with other ministries. He
also needs a French-speaking youth
minister for the summer. Other
opportunities include prayer walking
teams, French and English web page
design, and leadership training. 

Another need for this ministry is
for individual volunteers from
Maryland and Delaware churches
who will represent the work in
Quebec to their congregations and
for churches willing to sponsor new
church starts. 

�Mark Clifton is an English
church planting strategist. Clifton is
recruiting teams for prayer walking,
for following up on the youth-based
World Changers work, to conduct
sports camps, to host block parties
and children�s Bible clubs, and to
distribute doorknockers. Clifton also
needs help addressing envelopes for
mail-outs, volunteers for Bible study
leadership training, and a mission
service corps volunteer to serve as a
children�s minister to help develop
programs and activities. He is 
also requesting the donation of a 
video projector for use in new
church starts.

�Wayne Taillon is the president
of the Mission of the Great Shepherd
Christian Social Services. Taillon 
needs individuals or teams to help 

serve meals, sort clothes, and assist 
with inside repairs and construction 
and other ministries to help low-
income people.

�Montreal Haitian Baptist
Church needs inside construction
work on an existing building.

To find out more about these 
projects call Dan Sheffield at (410)
939-5525, or e-mail him at 
dansheffield@compuserve.com.

Prince George�s Association is plan-
ning a mission trip to Senegal,
Africa, April 18 - May 2. The country
has about 10,000,000 inhabitants. It is
92 percent Muslim and 2 percent
Christian � mostly Catholic.

Northwest Church is planning a
trip to Australia in June. The team
plans to share personal testimonies,
give musical and drama presenta-
tions, distribute flyers and preach
the gospel.

The Baptist Student Ministries
group at Delaware State University
is teaming up with the International
Mission Board to sponsor a mission
trip to Haiti May 21 to 31. 

Susquehanna Association is
planning a mission trip to Puebla,
Mexico, July 13 - 23. The team will
be prayer walking, leading Bible
studies, working with children and
helping with construction.

MISSION felife

ROWSERS KEEP MOLDOVA IN
HEART AND PRAYER
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QUEBEC – A NEW MISSIONS
FRONTIER

Downtown Montreal, Canada
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WMU Annual Meeting going on the road



The group further agreed to meet again within
60 days to continue the dialogue that was begun
here.  They asked the convention�s officers and the
BCM/D executive team to prepare for the next meet-
ing of the group.  In the meantime, participants
agreed to talk with fellow ministers and church lead-
ers throughout the convention to discuss the issues
and outcome of the Skycroft initiative. 

�Although I did have to leave the conference
early, I was certainly glad to be a part of it. The Holy
Spirit�s presence was very real. It is my fervent hope
that God will use this time together to draw us clos-
er to Jesus and closer to one another. I�m thankful
for [David Lee�s] initiative in bringing us together,�
said Mike Trammell, pastor of Mt. Airy Church.

The meeting was concluded with a time of prayer
for the convention.   �This is just a beginning,� said
Lee. �Twenty-five leaders met representing a small
portion of those who are key to the work in this con-

vention. My prayer is that many others will embrace
this accord and join hands to accomplish our Great
Commission vision.� 

Tim Simpson, pastor of Greenridge Church,
Clarksburg, said, �I was amazed again by what hap-
pens when Christians focus their attention on their
mutual commitment to Christ.  Our differences
decreased as our support for the Lord�s mission
increased.  What a great meeting!  I experienced a
new understanding of the Lord�s prayer for unity in
John 17.  David Lee is to be congratulated for his
courage and wisdom that called us together.  2001
should be a powerful year within our convention of
churches!�

Attendees included: Danny Crow, Covenant
Church, Columbia, Bill Crowe, Director of Missions
(DOM), Mid-Maryland Association;  Sherrill Dillon,
Second Church, Cumberland;  James Dixon, El
Bethel Church, Ft. Washington;  Larry Eubanks, First
Church, Frederick;  John Gauger, First Church,
Perryville;  Henry Green, Heritage Church,

Annapolis;  Steve Hokuf, First Church, North East; Al
Hunter, Emmanuel Church, Gambrills;  Steve Johnson,
Mars Hill Church, Baltimore;  Wayne Kempson, First
Church, Waldorf;  Ron Larson, Covenant Church,
Shepherdstown, W.Va.; Bob Lilly, Catonsville Church,
Baltimore Association;  Jim McBride, DOM, Delaware
Association; Harold Phillips, Pleasant View Church,
Port Deposit;  Alan Ray, Middle River Church,
Baltimore Association;  Ron Rogers, DOM, Prince
George�s Association; Tim Simpson, Greenridge
Church, Clarksburg;  Mike Trammell, Mt. Airy Church,
Mid-Maryland Association;  Bill Warren, Allen
Memorial Church, Salisbury;  David Lee, BCM/D;
Ron Brown, BCM/D; J ohn Faris,
BCM/D;  Bob Simpson,
BCM/D;  Tom Rodgerson,
Centrepointe Counseling.

PART-TIME SECRETARY �� New
Christian Bible Baptist Church,
Baltimore, is seeking a part-time
secretary, 3 1/2 hrs/day, Tues.-Fri.
Must have computer and good
communication skills. Experience
preferred. Call (410)358-6131,
(410)581-5372, or (410)435-7564.
Ask for Pastor Hardnett or Rev.
Ranson.

BI-VOCATIONAL MINISTER OF
MUSIC �� Demonstrated ability to
teach, sing, and lead music (Adult,
Youth and Bell Choirs). Demonstrated
ability to plan and direct the music
program. Please send resumes to
Calvary Baptist Church, 8330 Crain
Highway, Upper Marlboro, MD
20772. Please call (301) 782-7359 if any
questions. (Leave a voicemail for
Richard Moore.)

ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF
YOUTH �� Gethsemane Baptist of 
Glenwood, Md., is seeking an 
Associate Pastor of Youth to devel-
op and lead a comprehensive min-
istry to students in grades 6�12.
We are seeking a spiritually mature
and creative leader committed and
called to working with young peo-
ple.  The Associate Pastor will need
a professional education at the
graduate level in student ministry
(this can be negotiated with the
right candidate) as well as an
appropriate amount of experience
in this area of ministry. The
Associate Pastor of Youth will
work closely with our current staff
of two other full-time pastors in
leading our church to be a relevant
ministry in one of the world�s most
important metropolitan areas.  We
are located in what many would
call a suburban area; however, we
are very close to two major
American cities, Baltimore and
Washington D.C.  To apply, please
send resume to: Personnel

Committee, Gethsemane Baptist
Church of Glenwood, 14135
Burntwoods Rd., Glenwood, MD
21738.  E-mail:  gbcp@gethse-
manebaptistmd.org.   

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/MINIS-
TER NEEDED ��  Resumes are
being received for the Executive
Director/Minister position of the
West Virginia Convention of
Southern Baptists.  All resumes
must be received by April 30, 2001.
Send resumes or direct inquiries to:

Ken Stidham
Good Shepherd Baptist Church
15 Scott Lane
Scott Depot WV  25560
Phone: (304) 757-7621

RETIRED UNDERCOVER 
NARCOTICS OFFICER �� will
speak at your church meeting.
Great for church revival,
Brotherhood, WMU, or youth
revival. Love offering only. Dr. R.
L. Wright, author of the book
Drugs Know Your Enemy! is also
pastor of Merritt Park Baptist
Church, Dundalk. Call (410)282-
7023.

BUS FOR SALE �� 48-passenger
bus for sale. $700.  For more infor-
tion call (410)435-7564.

THERAPEUTIC FOSTER
PARENTS NEEDED �� Consider
opening up your nurturing home
to a troubled youth, age 9-15.
Become a CHOSEN Therapeutic
Foster Parent and help a child suf-
fering from emotional and behav-
ioral disabilities to know the love
and care of a Christian home.
CHOSEN supports families by
providing:

� Intensive Pre-Service and 
Ongoing Training

� Weekly Home Visits by 
Trained, Encouraging Staff

� 24-hour On-Call Services for 
Crisis Intervention and 
Support

� Tax-Free Compensation in the 
form of a Monthly Stipend

CHOSEN is a program of Baptist
Family & Children�s Services. Call
Ross at 410-872-1050 or 800-621-
8834 ext. 131 for more information.

CLASSIFIEDS

E M P L O Y M E N T

M I S C E L L A N E O U S

T O P L A C E A N  A D :
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MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX YOUR
AD �� Deadlines are three weeks in
advance of publication date.
Publication date is the third Friday
of each month (except January).
Classified advertising is 50 cents per
word (not including contact infor-
mation and words with two or less
letters) with a $20 minimum.  10%
discount for BCM/D churches and
members will be applied.  Contact us
for display ad pricing. The entire
paper is also online at www.bap-
tistlifeonline.org. For an additional
25% surcharge, ads can be placed
online.
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Skycroft initiative
(from page two)

2001 Model: $36,900 (new)
2000 Model: $35,000 (new)

(800) 370-6180
www.carpenterbus.com



BITS & PIECES

New wednesday afternoon
session to end this year's
SBC annual meeting

NEW ORLEANS (BP) �� A 3 p.m.
Wednesday session of the Southern
Baptist Convention annual meeting
will replace the Wednesday evening
session, SBC officials have announced.

The SBC annual meeting, slated for
June 12-13 in New Orleans, will con-
clude after the 3 p.m. session, around 6
p.m. or thereafter. 

"We believe messengers will appre-
ciate the flexibility this schedule will
provide, whether in opportunities for
fellowship with Baptist friends that
night or a chance to return home on a
Wednesday evening flight," said Jerry
Johnson, chairman of the Committee
on Order of Business.

The 3 p.m. Wednesday session will
feature an address by James Dobson,
founder of the national Focus on the
Family ministry.

Otherwise, the two-day SBC sched-
ule is unchanged, with no reduction in
the overall time allotted for the annual
meeting, Johnson said.

The traditional seminary alumni
and friends luncheons, for example,
may still be held at the noon hour on
Wednesday, provided they conclude in
time for the 3 p.m. session, he said.

This year's convention theme will be
Until He Comes...Go! based on Jesus'
command in Luke 19:13, "Occupy till I
come."

Fred Luter, pastor of Franklin
Avenue Baptist Church in New
Orleans, will be the first African
American in the history of the SBC to
preach the annual convention sermon.
Luter's message is scheduled Tuesday
evening.

"Mission presentations in each ses-
sion will feature churches which have
gone on mission trips, including testi-
mony from converts and SBC career
missionaries," said Johnson, of
Louisville, Ky.

"SBC President James Merritt has cast
an evangelistic and missionary vision

for Southern
Baptists," the com-
mittee chairman said.
This year's Until He
Comes...Go! theme
"reflects Dr. Merritt's
passion for the bibli-

cal priority of missions and evangel-
ism. Our desire is to challenge every
Southern Baptist to be a direct partici-
pant in missions," Johnson said.

LPGA�s Gallagher-Smith on
the right course

WACO, Texas (BP) � Growing up in
a golfing family it was second nature
for Jackie Gallagher-Smith to simply
pick up a club and hit a ball around.

Not only is golf still a way of life for
her, it is a platform by which she can
share the gospel here and abroad.

�My dad worked at the same (golf)
club for 38 years,� said Gallagher-
Smith, a Marion, Ind., native who is in
her eighth year on the LPGA tour. �We
had a house right on the golf course,
which enabled us to play whenever we
wanted. Just being around it encour-
aged you to play.�

Despite her dad�s career as a teach-
ing pro and the prowess of her older
brothers, Jim and Jeff who are both on
the PGA tour, golf was never forced
upon her. She first started playing
when she was five and that passion
hasn�t wavered since.

Her passionate relationship with
Jesus Christ began only about nine
years ago, shortly before she started on
the tour, but she has been an outspo-
ken defender of the faith.

It began soon after her marriage to
Eddie Smith, who now manages her
career. She had gained notice as a two-
time Indiana State Junior champion
and was an All-American at LSU in
1989. She won three tournaments on
the Futures Golf Tour and played on
the Asian Tour and the Central Florida
Challenge mini-tour before ultimately
reaching the LPGA.                 

But is was at her husband�s men�s
Bible study, which she tagged along to
one night that changed her life. She
verbally accepted Christ that night and
her husband baptized her in their hot
tub a couple of weeks later.

Gallagher-Smith earned her first
and, thus far, only tour victory in 1999
when she captured the Giant Eagle
LPGA Classic, firing a final round 65 to
get the win. �(The feeling was) unbe-
lievable. It showed that all that hard
work paid off to be able to win on the
tour,� she said. �It�s amazing what
God does in your life and to be out
here and win a tournament. I couldn�t
believe how well I played. I didn�t
make a bogey.�  �I do what I do to glo-
rify God,� she continued. �You don�t
know who you may touch. God puts
opportunities in front of you. When I
won I glorified God through that. It�s a
wonderful platform he�s given me.� 

Hispanics growing
in U.S.

The fastest-growing eth-
nic group in the United
States is Hispanics.  During
this decade the faith views
and related lifestyle choices
of Hispanics will signifi-
cantly affect the United
States.  According to a
recent study by the Barna
Research Group, only 38
percent of Hispanics
believe the Bible to be total-
ly accurate in all of its
teachings, 40 percent
believe salvation can be
earned through good
works, and 27 percent
believe that Jesus Christ
committed sins.

Fairgoers receive
JESUS film

During the five-month
World�s Fair in Hanover,
Germany this past year,
369,000 JESUS videos were
distributed.  According to
IDEA, a German news
agency, 950,000 visitors
passed through the whale-
shaped Pavilion of Hope,
where organizers showed
an animated film about the
prodigal son as well as
multilingual, multimedia
presentations, passed out

literature, and presented
the gospel in one-on-one
evangelism.  The JESUS
video was available in 40
languages and could be
ordered in an additional
600 languages.  Countless
visitors named the exhibit
their favorite, and many
people came to know Jesus
as Savior.

Promise Keepers
announces schedule

Promise Keepers will
hold 16 men�s conferences
in 2001.  The rallies, each of
which lasts two days, begin
in Jacksonville, Fla., on June
8. Others are planned for
Baltimore;  Chicago; Columbus,
Ohio;  Auburn Hills, Mich.;
Providence, R.I.;  Nashville,
Tenn. ;  Indianapolis, Ind.;
San Jose, Calif.;  Charlotte,
N.C.;  Houston, Texas;
Tacoma, Wash.;  Nampa,
Idaho;  and Oklahoma City,
Okla. More cities may be
added.  The theme of the
2001 conference is Living an
Extreme Faith.  Registration is
available on the ministry�s
Web site: www.promise-
keepers.org.

From THE CHURCH AROUND THE
WORLD March, 2001 issue by Tyndale

House Publishers. Used with permission.

Awareness of spiritual gifts is changing
(from the February 5, 2001 issue)

The Bible speaks about the followers of Christ receiving
special abilities, known as spiritual gifts, to enable them to
serve Him more effectively.  During the past five years,
millions of the nation�s born again adults have changed
their views on the gifts �� a growing number proclaim that
God has not given them any gifts.  During the same
period, the gifts that pastors report having has also
changed substantially.  We discovered that:

� The percentage of Christian adults who say they do not 
have a spiritual gift rose from 4 percent to 21 
percent.

� Among all believers, just three in 10 identified only 
gifts listed in the Bible.

� The most common gift listed by pastors was teaching; 
the most common gifts among the laity were 
teaching and helping others.

For the complete analysis concerning our findings on how
clergy and laity understand spiritual gifts, visit the Barna
Research Group�s home page at www.barna.org                    

Used with permission

THE BARNA UPDATE

BAPTIST DIGEST THE CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD
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If your church�s newsletter is not
here, it can be for only 

$12  per issue! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL

800.466.5290 ext. 245

LOUISIANA SUPERDOME,THE SITE OF

THE 2001 SBC ANNUAL MEETING
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