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... prepare for the National Day of Prayer, which will be observed on
Thursday, May 3, 2001.  The National Day of Prayer is an annual
event for Americans of all faiths to take time to pray for our nation,
its leaders and those in positions of cultural influence.  Individuals
can pray within the privacy of their own homes or join with other
Christians in church or community prayer meetings. For more infor-
mation, or for ideas about how to organize prayer gatherings, contact
the National Day of Prayer Task Force  at (719) 531-3379.

T H I S M O N T H You Can...

Church planting – the
present/the future
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He is 
risen 

indeed!

By Sharon Mager
BaptistLIFE Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. ��
One of the Baptist Con-
vention of Maryland/
Delaware�s very top priori-
ties is to start new church-
es. In fact, the goal is to
plant 200 churches by
2010.

�I hear it in the passion
of [BCM/D�s executive
director] David Lee�s voice
and words.  Church plant-
ing as a top priority is
mentioned again and again
and it excites me,� David
Jackson said. Jackson is
BCM/D�s new church
planting consultant replac-
ing his father, Jimmy
Jackson, who retired from
full-time work last month. 

�Lay people wonder
why we need more church-
es,� Ron Blankenship said.
�There are more people
than existing churches can
reach.� Blankenship is
Montgomery Association�s
director of missions and a
member of BCM/D�s
church planning strategy
team.  

How can established
churches help with the
church planting move-
ment?  Blankenship said
the top three ways are to
appreciate that new
churches need to be plant-

ed and that they�re not
competition; to send out
core members to help the
new churches, and to pro-
vide some financial assis-
tance � especially the first
year.

Arabic Gospel
Church �� Joseph 
Moussa, pastor.  Meets
at Montrose Church, 
Rockville. �Our vision is
to reach the Arabic speak-
ing people in the greater
Washington DC metro
area,� Moussa said. 

Celebration Church
�� Brian Smith, pastor.
Meets in a local hotel and
Salem Avenue Elementary
School, Hagerstown.

Celebration is in its begin-
ning stages.  Their launch
service is planned for
September.  Smith said 
Celebration is targeting
the 35 and under age
group.  They�ve hosted

several block parties and
are planning a Fourth of
July celebration.

The Gathering ��
Church planter, Eric Spicer,
begins  in June.  This
church targets the college
students around Johns
Hopkins Hospital in
Baltimore.

Global Mission
Church of Baltimore ��
Samuel Cho,
pastor. Meets

at Valley Church,
Lutherville. Global  is
mostly Korean, but accom-
modates everyone. �We�re
a multi-cultural church
based on Matthew 28:19-20, �
Cho said.

Horizon Church �� 
Co-pastored by David
Cowan and Clay Carver,
Westminster. Horizon
Church targets young
families, primarily
Generation X.  The church,
Cowan said, is growing
larger and smaller �� with
both small groups and 
large group worship.
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Dear Editor:  
Each morning that I drove to my office the 10

years I served as director of missions in Eastern
Association, I turned at the corner of Division Street
and Union Avenue in Salisbury.  Each morning I
was again reminded by those two street signs the
awful choice our convention faced, that other state
conventions had faced and divided, and I again
prayed for the unity of our convention.

When I read the current issue of BaptistLIFE joy
swept over me.  David Lee did a good thing invit-
ing Baptist leaders of honestly differing opinions to
the mountain to meet with Jesus.  In the Bible record
of Jesus with the disciples on the mount it was he
who was transfigured.  But this time it seems the
disciples were transfigured, for which our conven-
tion, no doubt, will be blessed.

Walter  Agnor
Salisbury

Dear Editor:
Thank you so very much for the [recent] copy of

BaptistLIFE ... Is this going to be a continued paper?
I would appreciate getting it as often as you send it
out.  This is my first time to receive it.  Thank you
so much.  Could you also send a copy to a friend?

Naomi Adams
Baltimore

Dear Naomi,
I�m printing your letter because it is obvious that
you are receiving the paper because your church 

has either become a backpage participant or has
simply sent us their membership list.  You will be
receiving it every month on or around the third
Friday.  We are so glad that you are enjoying the
paper.  And ... yes, we would be delighted to send
a copy to your friend!

The Editor

Dear Editor:
The International Mission Board is looking for

Baptist leaders to participate in a �vision trip� called
SEASCAPE, scheduled for March 4-16, 2002. 

A seascape is defined as an inviting and engag-
ing portrait of a broad seaview, and this trip will
give you the opportunity to see what God is doing
in this part of the world. We want participants to
see the lostness of the people of Southeast Asia as
they live under the darkening influence and grip of
Buddhism and Islam. We are also asking God for
insights as we seek ways to partner with others in
pushing back the darkness in Southeast Asia
and Oceania.  

SEASCAPE will give participants the unique
opportunity to experience Asian cultures, learn
about an unreached people group firsthand, and
dream together with International Mission Board
missionaries as they work to impact lostness.

Please consider joining other Southern Baptist
leaders in this time of seeing, learning and praying
in Southeast Asia. The estimated cost of the trip,
including airfare, food and lodging, visas, and
ground transportation is $2,250. Interested people
may contact me at (800) 999-3113 ext. 1696 or
lpanter@imb.org.

Libby Panter
International Mission Board

Richmond, Va

LETTERS TO THE EDITORLETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Unity of our convention

Thanks from new reader 

IMB seeking volunteers for Southeast Asian “SEASCAPE”

�Are you willing to be used by God to make
a difference in the lives of those hurting
around you?

There are many members in our own con-
gregations around the world who are affected
by some of these problems on a regular basis,
but they don�t know what to do or are afraid
to do anything to help themselves.

Will we continue to sit idle and hope
someone else will move out? Or, will we get
serious about the work at hand and become
willing vessels for Christ? Making ourselves
available is the first step and prayer is the
key to opening doors. Matthew 21:22 (KJV)
states, �And all things, whatsoever ye shall
ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.� 

As ministering servants, let us take on a
new beginning and challenge as we strive for
a closer walk with him. Listen, look, and
learn about those needs that are around you
and ask God to give you what you need to
make a difference in the life of another per-
son. Remember, as God�s children we have
life and death in our hands to offer. Which
will you give?  Make a difference for Him!

Serving with a purpose (from page three)

BLBL
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James Dixon, Jr.
President of BCM/D

David Lee
Executive Director of BCM/D

Bob Simpson
Editor

Iwent to college in Oklahoma
(OBU).  I was highly impressed

with the people I met and knew
there.  They are great folks.  In the
aftermath of the Oklahoma City
bombing several years ago, I was
once again moved by the strength
and compassion of Oklahomans.
Whenever I think of Oklahoma, I
always hear in my mind the won-
derful tunes from Rogers and
Hammerstein�s classic Broadway
musical by the same name.  My
favorite song from Oklahoma is �Oh,
What A Beautiful Morning.�  It
always makes me feel more positive
and full of the hope and opportuni-
ty that each new day brings.

I suspect that this is some of
what God had in mind when he
crafted the Easter project  before the

foundation of the world.  He knew
that we would always need to stay
hopeful in order to cope with life�s
unpredictable twists and turns. 

To me, Easter is a renewal of
hope. It  shouts down through the
halls of time that �death is dead!�
That one fact alone changes how we
view everything else.  

I remember the circumstance of
my mom�s passing in 1991.  While
deeply grieved, I never lost hope.  I
knew that in the eternal scheme of
things, death was dead and I would
see her again some day. And, what a
beautiful day that was going to be!

Eugene O�Neill has a play titled
Lazarus Laughed. In this little play he
imagines what Lazarus� life was like
after Jesus called him back from the
grave.  In the play, the hallmark of

the rest of his life was laughter.
Lazarus simply laughed all the time
� under every circumstance � like
he was in love with God.  It was con-
tagious.  As the story ended, the
emperor himself drew his sword to
kill Lazarus.  As the emperor pre-
pared to strike the final blow,
Lazarus began to laugh and say,
�Perhaps you haven�t heard �
death is dead!� And then Lazarus
just laughed and laughed.

The contemporary songwriter
captured it when he said, �But just
think of stepping on shore and finding it
heaven; of touching a hand and finding
it God�s. Of breathing new air and find-
ing it celestial; of waking up in glory
and finding it home!� 

Oh, what a beautiful morning!

Oh, what a beautiful morning!

Serving with a purpose

Are you looking for a hero?
Ihave added a new hero to my list.

He is not a mega-church pastor.
Oh, I have nothing against mega-
church pastors. I wish we had more
mega-churches in Maryland and
Delaware. This guy may someday
lead his church to that level. But,
that is not his agenda. I am absolute-
ly convinced that he is driven by one
primary mission � to advance the
kingdom of God. 

Here is a guy that allowed a
church planter to come into his
church with full �fishing rights.� He
told the planter that he could cast
his vision to anyone in the congrega-
tion. If God led them to join the
effort, they could leave with his
blessings. They financially support-
ed the new works (more than one),
and also provided volunteers to
help staff the preschool and chil-
dren�s ministries of one new church
until they could get on their feet. He
also spent time coaching and sup-

porting the new planters. Did it
worry him that he would �lose�
some of his members to the new
starts? No, because he is convinced
that God will replace those who go
on mission and even add a few
extra to accomplish the work at his
site.

As a matter of fact, despite giv-
ing away some key members, his
church has grown dramatically.
They recently moved their worship
on Sunday morning to a local high
school because their facilities will no
longer accommodate them. The con-
gregation has already voted to do
anything necessary to accommodate
the growth, even if that means relo-
cation.  While pursuing all of this,
they continue to be one of our lead-
ing Cooperative Program givers. (By
the way, the new church they helped
start three years ago reported an
attendance of 210 last Sunday.) 

How did they do that? Is it a

church full of millionaires?  No.
Demographically, they would be
typical Maryland/Delaware. Has it
been easy? No. There has been a
challenge around every corner.
Sometimes, those challenges came
in bunches. The difference I have
observed is the kingdom vision of
the pastor and his people. I am con-
vinced that they are driven by a
deep belief in the promise of Jesus,
�Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and
his righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you� (Matthew
6:33). 

Are you looking for a hero? Do
you need a model for success as a
pastor and people. I suggest you
look at this one!

(I am withholding the name
because I know the humble spirit of
the pastor who would not want any
attention drawn to him. So I just
give all the praise to our Lord for
the great things he is doing!)

As we look at our world today
we find that there are many

areas of ministry that are vital and
much needed in our churches and
communities. The needs can seem
overwhelming, but as ministering
servants we can make a difference.

In today�s complicated society, it
is important that churches become
involved in Christian ministries so
that the problems will be handled in
a compassionate way and from a
Christ-like mind. When we look at
what Christ has done for us, we too
should be willing to share his love
as we serve. The word tells us in
Matthew 25:40, �And the King shall
answer and say unto them, verily I

say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have
done it unto one of the least of these
my brethren, ye have done it unto
me.�

As servants of the most high we
should make it a point to get to
know our members and build rela-
tionships with one another as best
we can. We should also learn about
each others� interests, areas of
expertise, and which of the many
needs in our communities particu-
larly touch their hearts. We face
many possibilities � homelessness,
spouse abuse, child abuse, drug
abuse, teen pregnancy, abortions,
dysfunctional families and neglect.
The list goes on and on. Which area

is your church best equipped to
undertake? Through much, much
prayer and willing hearts, this can
be determined by considering cer-
tain factors such as: 
�Are you or your church ready to
move out of your comfort zone to
minister to the needy � whoever
and wherever they are?
�What can you do to help plan and
prepare for this ministry opportunity?
�Where can you or a group in your
church be most effective considering
the human resources within your
congregation?

Continued on page two
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CHURCHlife comes from two primary sources.  Most comes from the newsletters and bulletins that are mailed to BaptistLIFE. The other source is press
releases from individual churches or associations. If the intent is to promote something in advance of the event, please send the information no later than
three weeks prior to the “issue date” which is the 3rd Friday of every month (except January). We prefer the information in electronic form via e-mail to:
smager@bcmd.org or you may fax it to (410) 290-6627.  Obituaries are usually edited due to space restrictions. However, the entire obituary as received is posted
on www.baptistlifeonline.org

When Judy
Ridenour
goes to meet
the Lord she
wants to be
remembered
as the
"Sunshine
Basket Lady."
Ridenour is a
member of
Virginia
Avenue

Church, Hagerstown. Ridenour
enjoys going to auctions and began
collecting a large number of baskets
about a year ago. She would take the
baskets to church where one of the
kitchen workers would use it for dec-
orating. After awhile, the church
couldn't use any more baskets. That's
when Ridenour found the ministry
she was called to do. 

"I had accumulated 50 [baskets]
and was taking them to church when
I remembered that they couldn't use
them anymore,� Ridenour said. �I
thought, �They're so pretty, what can
I do with them?�

"Honestly, it came to me as a mes-
sage � sunshine baskets." 

Ridenour remembered that a
Sunday school class had taken a
filled basket to a shut-in once and the
class called it a sunshine basket. She
said she remembers that at the time
she thought that was such a beautiful
name. She began planning ways to
use her baskets to minister to people
in nursing homes. Ridenour started
writing down items she would want
if she were in a nursing home � tal-
cum powder, hand lotion, hankies,
note pads. Later she thought about
including stuffed animals that she
was also accumulating. They became
"sunshine kritters." 

"People who have children, but
some adults, have collections of
stuffed animals. Sometimes they're
soiled a little bit, or moldy. I bring
them home, wash them and put
some bleach in and some wonderful
smelling fabric softener. They come
out beautiful. The only things I can't
wash are animals with straw or
stuffed with beads."

Ridenour sets baskets out every
Sunday. Members of Virginia Avenue
take the baskets home and fill them
with the personal care items. Some-
times Ridenour adds a sunshine krit-
ter.  If someone doesn't have time to
fill the basket they often give a dona-

tion to another
church member,
Brenda White,

who buys supplies and decorates the
baskets.

Ladies from the church accompa-
ny Ridenour on her weekly trips to
distribute the baskets. They've
already given out 800. Sometimes
they just give out the sunshine krit-
ters.

Ridenour said they always tell the
residents that they love them and
that Jesus loves them. She and the
other ladies also hold church servic-
es at some of the locations they visit.

"You see such beautiful smiles on
those crippled-up faces � it tears
your heart out," Ridenour said.

Though she funds the project her-
self, Ridenour said the baskets cost
very little and that God always pro-
vides. Every time she goes to an auc-
tion and bids on a box of baskets,
there's always another little item at
the bottom that she said she believes
is a gift from God. Ridenour mans a
flea market table herself and often
sells the items she receives in the
basket boxes. That money more than
pays for the baskets.

She told of recently giving a
stuffed bear to a man sitting alone in
one of the nursing homes. Reluctant
at first, the man took the animal.
Later, a nursing home worker told
her that the man had slept curled up
with the bear. She also found out his
wife had died just one week before
he got the bear.

Carrie Keel, longtime member of
Grace Church, Cumberland, cele-
brated her 100th birthday on March
3. She was baptized in December,
1950, at the church and has been an
active member since. Members cele-
brated Keel's birthday with a lunch-
eon and cake after the worship serv-
ice on March 4.

First Church, Landsdowne, will
honor all of its senior adults during
the morning worship service on May
6, followed by a special luncheon.

Children at Dunkirk Church,
Potomac Association, are ministering
to patients at the transitional care
unit at Calvert Memorial Hospital.
Once a month the children meet
after Sunday school for pizza.
Afterwards they travel to the hospi-
tal.  Recently the children decorated
pots and planted flowers in them to
give to patients. They also served the
patients homemade ice cream.

First Church, Dundalk, had its
annual �Kite Sunday� last month.

Every child in church received a free
kite.  The child who brought the
most guests received prizes. Then
they had hot dogs, sodas and chips.

Youth at First Church, Havre de
Grace, hosted "Worship Flood '01"
earlier this month. It began on
Friday night, April 6, with a youth
worship service hosted by the
Susquehanna Association. After-
ward everyone gathered for an ice
cream social. The next morning the
youth met again for a prayer and
praise service, then headed out to
Tydings Park and spent the day wit-
nessing and singing. In the evening
they had another praise service.  The
Flood ended on Sunday with youth-
led worship.

Youth at First Church, Laurel,
discovered a sweet way of earning
money for summer camp and mis-
sion trips. Last month they baked
cakes and other desserts and auc-
tioned them off to the highest bid-
ders.

The children and youth at
Linthicum Church, Arundel
Association, presented The Easter Lily
on Palm Sunday. The musical fea-
tured Brandan Frye as Aaron, a
young man who learned the story of
the resurrected Jesus with the help of
an Easter lily, his mother and grand-
mother, his best friend, and a spider,
bunny, frog, bee, and the flowers in
his grandmother's garden, all por-
trayed by children in the church. On
April 18, the children and youth took
the show on the road and presented
the play at a senior center in Glen
Burnie.

Sara Ballenger will be the special
guest at Linthicum Church, Arundel
Association, on April 22. Ballenger is
the founder and CEO of Capitol Hill
Prayer Partners. CHPP is a ministry
that includes praying with members
of Congress and others in the halls
during the congressional sessions.
Members of CHPP also e-mail
prayer requests to prayer warriors
for congressional prayer needs.  

Ballenger is also the author of
Matanzas, an account of the first set-
tlers who came to America in the
1500s, prior to the English arriving at
Jamestown, to escape religious per-
secution.  The Spanish later executed
them for their religious beliefs.

A mission team from Calvary
Church, Rising Sun, traveled to the
church's Mississippi partner church,
Main Street Baptist Church in
Hattiesburg, earlier this month. The
team worked with the Main Street
congregation to distribute Bibles and
canvas the community for prospects.

In an effort to reach out to new
attendees, Greenridge Church,
Clarksburg, has developed a "Velcro
Team."  Team members work inten-

tionally to build friendships between
new people at the church and regu-
lar attendees.

Members of Emmanuel Church,
Gambrills, will distribute 100 copies
of the Jesus video this month to a tar-
geted group of homes the church has
been praying for. Another ministry
the church has planned this month is
giving out cups of lemonade and ice
water at a community parade.

Temple Church, Baltimore, will
have a family fun night on April 27.
Earlier this month Elwood Ulmer
was the guest speaker for revival
services.

Members of Faith Church,
Knoxville, are planning to host a
budgeting seminar next month for
the community titled Little Ideas
about Money.  

Clinton Church, Prince George's
Association, is in the midst of a dis-
cipleship class that teaches the sto-
ries behind the hymns.

The Montgomery Chinese
Church had revival services in
March at Viers Mill Church, Silver
Spring, 

Severna Park Church, Arundel
Association, hosted a weeklong fam-
ily Bible conference earlier this
month featuring Bernard Briscoe and
Joe and Debbie O'Banion. The con-
ference concluded Easter weekend.
Severna Park Church's choir present-
ed the musical Experiencing God.  

North Arundel Church, Glen
Burnie, has a new ministry for those
who are separated, divorced or wid-
owed.  The group will meet weekly
for fellowship, prayer, Bible study
and support.  

First Church, Dundalk, will have
a mother-daughter tea party on May
12. Ladies who attend will bring
along decorated hats. After an after-
noon of fellowship and refreshments
there will be a hat-judging contest.

Glen Burnie Church, Arundel
Association, will host a seminar
April 22-23 to help Christians under-
stand the differences between tradi-
tional Christianity and groups such
as Mormon, Jehovah's Witnesses,
and various faith healing move-
ments.  

Valter Contessoto is the new
music director at Ashton Church,
Montgomery Association. Contessoto
is a soloist with the Washington
Opera. He has directed choirs in
Brazil and at Columbia Union
College.

Past BCM/D executive director
Charles Barnes is the interim pastor
at Kensington Church, Montgomery
Association.  Kim Hyekyung Ock is
the interim music director. 

Sunshine baskets

Senior happenings Church happenings

Youth and children 
happenings

Brenda White holding a
sunshine basket contain-
ing a “sunshine kritter.”

Staff changes

BaptistLIFE

4
April 20, 2001

CHURCHCHURCH life

Continued on next page



BaptistLIFE

5
April 20, 2001

Richard Gross resigned as pastor of
Virginia Avenue Church on April 1.
Gross will be pastoring a church in
South Carolina.   

Feb 16, 2001 issue of BaptistLIFE, page
6, "BCM/D Giving for 2000" inadvertent-
ly showed that Elvaton Church gave
$6,730.61 to Cooperative Program and
$3,500 to BCM/D. Incorrect information
was given to BaptistLIFE. Elvaton
Church actually gave the full amount of
$10,230.61 to Cooperative Program.

March 16  column: New Day Church
is located in Perry Hall. 

Mrs. J. Ivan Hart's first name is Velma.

Corrections

Continued from previous page

Holy House  Community
Church ��Dennis Smith, pastor.
Meets at Chapel Forge School in
Bowie.  �We believe in communi-
ty based ministry,� Smith said.
Holy House offers free sign lan-
guage and computer classes and
gospel concerts in an attempt to
draw people to the church.

Infinity Church �� Aaron
Pankey, pastor.  Meets at Bond
Mill Elementary School, Laurel.
Infinity is a multicultural church
seeking to minister to young fam-
ilies.  Pankey said the church
hosts monthly parties to attract
and assimilate newcomers. 

Iron Hill Community Church
�� John Willis, pastor.  Meets at
Beeson Memorial Services Fun-
eral Home, Newark.  �I think two
things make us stand out in our
community thus far: Authen-
ticity and allowing God to lead
our way and build the church!�
Willis said.  They�ve grown from
a core group of 12 to 60 in a year.

New Covenant Community
Church �� Stephen Trice, pastor.
Meets in LaPlata in an old farm-
house, complete with cows, ducks
and geese. In an effort to reach
the unchurched, Trice said they�ve
hosted many community activi-
ties such as breakfasts for hunters
and cookouts. 

Oasis Christian Center ��
Dave Wooten, pastor.  Meets for
worship at Montgomery College 
in Germantown.  Oasis is based

on small groups and contempo-
rary worship.  Wooten said it is
designed to target people to
whom the traditional church is
not relevant. 

Open Korean Baptist Church
�� Jong Young Yoo, pastor. Meets
at First Mennonite Church of
Columbia in Ellicott City. Open
Korean Church ministers to the
approximately 30,000 Koreans liv-
ing in and around Ellicott City.
Music is a significant part of their
worship and outreach.

Philippine International Bible
Church of Baltimore �� (the
church is currently seeking a 
pastor).  Meets at First Church,
Lansdowne. �We follow the old
first century Christians, moving
from house to house,� Deacon
Tony Gatdula said. The group
meets in church for worship, but
meetings and fellowship takes
place in members� homes.

Precious Fountain Missionary
Baptist Church �� Andre Godsey,
pastor. Meets in Edgewood. �Our
motto is touching lives with the
love of God,� Godsey said. The
church is a service-oriented church,
helping families with marital and
other problems, and coordin-
ating with local food banks and
grocery stores to service the com
munity.

Russian Christian Church ��
Rumen Borimetchkov, pastor.
Meets at Reisterstown Church. 
�This church is especially for the 

Russian people and Russian
orthodox Jews in the areas of
Owings Mills, Reisterstown and
Pikesville,� Borimetchkov said.
In this area there are more than
60,000 Russian Orthodox Jews.
The church started in June and
has had three baptisms.

Summit Trace Church �� Bill
Craig, pastor.  Meets for worship
at First Church, Frederick. �We
are a family of friends who are
not intimidated or threatened by
people wanting to fulfill their
God-given passions to love others
into a relationship with Christ,�
Craig said. The church has been
able to reach out to the city of
Frederick with their continued
acts of kindness.

New Life in Christ Church ��
Solomon Haile, pastor.  Meets at
1100 Potomac Street, Canton,
Baltimore.  Services at New Life
in Christ Church feature authentic
Ethiopian praise songs and
preaching in the Amharic dialect
with English translation as need-
ed.  The Baltimore Ethiopian pop-
ulation is estimated to be over
6,500. 

Mark your calendar now for the...

Congregational Development 
Training Conference

Skycroft Conference Center
Middletown, Maryland

July 27-28, 2001
(Friday 2 p.m. to Saturday 1 p.m.)

“Beyond The Walls” through:
• Bible Teaching
• Disciple-making
• Deacons
• Family Ministry

$65 per person
Formerly the Sunday

School Training
Conference

BLBL

Did you know?...

In a recent survey of 900
churches, 89 percent reported that
they had a connection to the Internet.
That is up from 83 percent in 2000, 75
percent in 1999, and 60 percent in
1998.  However, 97 percent of church-
es with an attendance over 500 are
online.  Even the smallest churches
with an average attendance under
250 are well-represented with 80 per-
cent reporting a connection to the
Internet.  In fact, pastors are slightly
more likely to be connected to the
Internet at the church office than at
home.

Source: Christian Resource Ministries, Inc. 

Continued from page one

The current landscape of church planting
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O U R  M I S S I O N

BCM/D will intentionally
assist in starting and 
strengthening congrega-
tions so that they can ful-
fill Jesus’ command in
Matthew 28:19-20.

O U R  V I S I O N

By 2010, the BCM/D
will have 600 congrega-
tions with 150,000 per-
sons fulfilling Jesus’
command in Matthew
28:19-20.

O U R S T R A T E G I E S

• Church Planting

• Congregational 
Development

• Leadership    
Development and 
Support

• Missions Involvement

• Resource Development

E X C E L L E N C E

We believe that the
excellence of God’s char-
acter and handiwork
should be reflected in
our lives and ministries
as Christians. We will
prioritize spiritual devel-
opment and professional
competence.  We will
pursue personnel, prod-
ucts, and processes
which demonstrate high
quality.  We will con-
stantly measure our
effectiveness by clearly
understood standards of
excellence.

One of our 10 Core Values is

By Rhonda Owen-Smith
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. � Without
working together in any way, many
of the people sharing thoughts,
insights and reflections about
Jimmy Jackson, at his retirement
celebration on March 29 at the
Baptist Center, used some of the
same adjectives and phrases of
appreciation. He is considered a
diligent worker, personable, wise,
loyal, consistent and sincere.

Don Sweeney, member of
Ashton Church, Montgomery
Association, reflected that
many times retirement func-
tions are a time of exaggera-
tion, when the objective
seems to make the person feel
good instead of telling any-
thing about what the person
has really done. Sweeney
said, �Tonight our problem
is it is very difficult for any

of us to express what Jimmy
has meant to us in any of the venues
we have known him. This is one of
those nights where you could have
everyone come up and say a few
words and it still could not be all
said.�

Representing church planters,
Bruce Hopler, pastor of Cornerstone
Community Church, Columbia,
illustrated one example of how
Jackson has helped bring people to
Christ. He focused on just five
churches in which Jackson was
involved in the planting and subse-

quent opening. On Sunday, March
25, these churches had more than
800 people in attendance � in part
because of the efforts of Jimmy
Jackson.

Sixteen people spoke at the cele-
bration to a crowd of more than
150. While the celebration honored
Jackson�s 12 years of distinguished
service to Maryland/Delaware
Baptists, it was also noted that
Jackson has held 12 interim pas-
torates since coming to the area. In
addition, he says he is still a pilgrim
on a journey that has not ended yet. 

At one point, one of the speakers
asked, �How can you thank Jimmy
for all he has done and the number
of people he has touched and influ-
enced?� Although many tried with
comments, cards and letters, David
Lee, BCM/D executive director,
focused everyone on what is visible
to all � the fruit of Jimmy Jackson�s
labor.

Retirement celebration for Jackson held on March 29

Jackson reflects on career at BCM/D

By Rhonda Owen-Smith
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. ��
On a busy February morn-
ing between telephone
calls, greetings to passersby,
organizing papers and sip-
ping coffee, Jimmy Jackson
leaned back in his chair and
reminisced on his life since
being called to preach �
including 12 years at the
Baptist Center. Jackson
recalled his career like a
story in which he never
thought he would be the
main character. 

�My call to preach is as
vivid to me today as it was
July 13, 1952.  I remember it
well because of a traumatic
incident. An 18-year-old
friend died suddenly. I 
think the Lord used this to
get my attention. I thought

the Lord wanted me to
preach, but I was not sure.
The Sunday after the funeral,
I looked for confirmation
from God. Well, my daddy
was in charge of music at the
church. I thought if God
wanted me to preach, the
song Just as I Am would be
used for the invitation. My
father never used this song
for the evening invitation.
When he called out that
song, I was first at the altar.
I preached the next Sunday
on the new birth, John 3:1-
8,� Jackson recalled.

His first sermon on the
new birth seems indicative
of his religious career as it
changed from music and
education to the pastorate
and then to denominational
work. �I am not afraid of
change. I am a team player
and adjust to new assign-
ments.�

When Jackson became
associate director of
Christian ministries at the
Baptist Center, it was a big
change from pastoring. He
rolled up his sleeves and
learned on the job.

�When I started as state
missions director, I knew
nothing about church plant-
ing. Now, I know more
about church planting than
I ever imagined. Over time,

we have instituted systems
for church planting. For
years, it was a singular
event, adding one or two
churches. Now, we
approach church planting
strategically for intentional
multiplication. We learned
to plan, assess, recruit, train
and coach to get the church
plant off successfully. I can-
not express my admiration
of the men God is calling as
church planters. They are a
remarkable group of gifted,
entrepreneurial, fearless
men who make something
of nothing except knowing
what God expects.

�The best thing about
the Baptist Center will
always be the people.
Minor Davidson is one of
the most capable Christian
missionaries. He will forev-
er have my gratitude for
letting me work with him
as an associate until he
retired. I have labored
under three executive direc-
tors: Ken Lyle, to whom I
am grateful for giving me
the job; Charles Barnes, of
whom I have the upmost
respect for his giftedness;
and, David Lee who is the
right person for the job
today and is doing a
tremendous job. The direc-
tors of missions have been

a joy.  This building is full
of wonderful people. They
are here because of a call to
God�s work and God�s mis-
sion.  I will miss the staff
camaraderie and unity.�

In the beginning of the
conversation with Jackson,
he jokingly said he hoped
to get his desk cleaned off
before he leaves. �Even if I
had another six months,
there would be work that is
not complete. I used to tell
seminary students that the
work of any Christian min-
ister is a never ending,
always unfinished, incom-
plete work.  For every five
people you touch, there are
five more needing your
touch.� He continued, �My
time at the Baptist Center
has been the highlight of my
ministry career. However,
there comes a time when
you have done your best to
follow God�s will and it is
time to turn it over to some-
one else.�

In concluding, �Last
words are dangerous
because after you say them
you wish you had said
something else. But there is
one word that I want heard
very loud and clear and
that is gratitude to the con-
vention for allowing me to
serve.�

BLBL
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Jimmy and Cleo Jackson



DALLAS, Tx. (BP) � A state-
ment was issued by the Annuity

Board of the Southern Baptist Convention on
March 9 concerning its commitment to serve all
churches of the Southern Baptist Convention.  

The Annuity Board statement cited the bene-
fits offered by the Dallas based provider of
retirement and insurance plans for Southern
Baptist churches and cautioned churches that a
decision to leave the SBC may impact their abil-
ity to have access to Annuity Board products
and services.

The full statement by the Annuity Board
read: The Annuity Board of the Southern Baptist
Convention is committed to serve all churches in the
Southern Baptist Convention.  Curtis D. Sharp,
Annuity Board executive officer for denominational
relations, affirmed the Board�s commitment to serve
its participants, �For 82 years the Annuity Board
has been privileged to offer services to ministers and
employees of Southern Baptist Churches.  While
some might interpret recent articles regarding
churches leaving the SBC and the question of their
continued participation with the Annuity Board as a

political issue, we view it rather as a stewardship
matter.  At no time in the Annuity Board�s history,
past or present, has denominational politics been a
factor in serving SBC churches regardless of their
political or philosophical persuasions.  We believe we
are being good stewards by reminding participants
and churches of the benefits they have through the
Annuity Board and what they would be losing if
they decide to sever ties
with the SBC.  We are
grateful for the opportuni-
ty to serve all of our par-
ticipants.  We do not want
to lose the ability to pro-
vide our services to any of
those we are called to
serve.�

In recent months it
has been reported in
various state Baptist
papers that certain
churches have voted not
to simply distance
themselves from the

Southern
Baptist
Convention,
but �to with-
draw from
further rela-
tionship with
or support of
the Southern
Baptist
Convention.�  In some cases, the
church has indicated its decision to
�sever all ties with the Southern
Baptist Convention.�

Rodney R. Miller, general counsel
for the Annuity Board, offered the fol-
lowing explanation of the Annuity
Board�s corporate structure.  �The
Annuity Board, like the other entities
of the Southern Baptist Convention,
operates under the terms of its arti-
cles of incorporation (commonly
referred to as a �charter�).  While the
Annuity Board works in cooperation
with State Conventions, since its
inception the Board�s charter has
directed that the Annuity Board only
serve churches �within the bounds of
the Southern Baptist Convention.�
This provision in the charter describes
the scope of churches that may partic-
ipate in plans and programs of the
Annuity Board.  From a legal per-
spective, the Annuity Board has in the
past and must in the future operate
within the limits of its charter.  The
plans and programs of the Board are
not available to a church that is no
longer considered within the bounds
of the Southern Baptist Convention.
We simply cannot legally serve
churches of another denomination or
independent churches.  This action is

not a change in policy.�
Sharp added, �Some may suggest that our

charter hasn�t changed, but our interpretation of
the charter has changed.  This is not the case.
Nothing has changed regarding our charter lan-
guage or the interpretation of our charter.  For
over 80 years we have served churches of the
Southern Baptist Convention.  We plan to con-

tinue to
serve all
SBC church-
es.�   

Partici-
pants who
may con-
template
leaving the
SBC and
who choose
to look else-
where for
retirement
and insur-
ance would
do well to
ask several
strategic
questions.
Will the
alternative
provide a
survivor
benefit of
up to

$100,000 and a disability benefit of up to $500
per month at no cost to the participant like the
participant receives through the Annuity
Board?  Will 100 percent of the participant�s
retirement contribution go directly into the par-
ticipant�s retirement account as it does at the
Annuity Board?  Will the participant have the
ability to designate a portion of salary as a min-
ister�s housing allowance as he does through
the Annuity Board, and may the benefits paid
at retirement be designated as a minister�s
housing allowance?  Will there be a relief min-
istry to provide assistance for those not ade-
quately prepared for retirement?  The Annuity
Board distributed over $5.3 million last year
through its relief ministry.

The Annuity Board recognizes that each
church is autonomous and may choose how it
will affiliate with state conventions and the
Southern Baptist Convention.  While a small
number of churches have decided to sever ties
with the SBC, most remain in friendly coopera-
tion and others have decided to be dually
aligned with other organizations while main-
taining a relationship with the SBC.

The Annuity Board�s status as an entity of the
Southern Baptist Convention,
as reflected in its charter
and history, requires it to be
attentive and diligent to
operate within the bounds
of the Southern Baptist
Convention. 

the Maryland and Delaware

A
ro

un

d the World With M
issions

Three One Day Meetings
April 26, 27, 28, 2001

April 26 at Virginia Avenue BC, Hagerstown, MD
April 27 at First Southern BC, Dover, DE
April 28 at Heritage BC, Annapolis, MD

For further information:
Contact Carol McGiffin

call 1.800.466.5290 extension 232         
or e-mail Carol at cmcgiffin@bcmd.org

Maxine
Bumgarner,
West 
Virginia

Schedule

Registration 8:30 AM
Program 9:15
Lunch 12:00 
Program 1:15
Adjourn 4:00 PM

Speakers

Fees

$12 Registration Fee
(includes box lunch) 
Registration Deadline is 
April 18, 2001

Andrea
Mullins,
Alabama

Arleen
Street,
Suriname

WMU Annual Meeting

Annuity Board serves all SBC churches

�From a legal perspective, the
Annuity Board has in the past and
must in the future operate within
the limits of its charter.  The plans
and programs of the Board are not
available to a church that is no
longer considered within the
bounds of the Southern Baptist
Convention.  We simply cannot
legally serve churches of another
denomination or independent
churches.  This action is not a
change in policy.�

Rodney R. Miller
General Counsel of the Annuity Board
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For information on how register, call BCM/D at (800) 466-5290 Ext. 206

The BCM/D will sponsor a church building tour
May 21-23 with architectural design consultant
Gene Carter.  The purpose of the tour is to provide
on-site consultation for churches contemplating the
building of new facilities or retrofitting existing
ones.  Churches will be able to receive guidance in
understanding current and future building needs,
remodeling recommendations for worship and
education facilities, site development, as well as
parking needs.

Carter received his Bachelor of Interior Design degree from the
Auburn University School of Architecture.  He served as an architectur-
al design consultant with the Baptist Sunday School Board for 32 years.
Currently, he serves as a consultant with Church Interiors Incorporated
of High Point, N.C.

Interested churches should contact Wayne Harris, consultant/spe-
cialist for church development at (800) 466-5290, ext. 217, or email
wharris@bcmd.org.  Appointments are limited.

Church building tour on May 21-23

BLBL

Starting New Churches...Strengthening Existing Ones!
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BCM/D Consultant/Specialists are available to serve you!
Name: Ministry Specialty: Telephone Ext/E-mail:

Brown, Ron Ministers Continuing Education/Seminary Extension 221/rbrown@bcmd.org

Cavey, Ken Student/Collegiate Ministries and Evangelism 220/kcavey@bcmd.org

Drake, Ronnie African-American Church Development/Men�s Ministries 227/rdrake@bcmd.org

Faris, John Ministers Compensation/Church Treasurers 203/jfaris@bcmd.org

Harris, Wayne Church Minister Relations/Church Development 217/wharris@bcmd.org

Holland, June Bible Teaching/Children�s Ministries 233/jholland@bcmd.org

Jackson, David Church Planting/Restarts/Language Churches 225/djackson@bcmd.org

Jackson, Jimmy Stewardship 208/jjackson@bcmd.org

Jordan, Ken Family Ministry/Church Administration 213/kjordan@bcmd.org

Lee, Sherry Ministers Wives/Families Coordinator 211/slee@bcmd.org

Millwood, Randy Disciple-making/Small Groups/New Church Dev. 219/rmillwood@bcmd.org 

Smith, Aquilla WMU/Adult Missions Education/Special Education 231/asmith@bcmd.org

Solomon, Dee Music/Worship 215/dsolomon@bcmd.org

Udovich, Ellen Direct Ministries/Lay Mobilization/Senior Adults 216/eudovich@bcmd.org

Wilson, Mike Evangelism/Partnership Missions/Prayer 223/mwilson@bcmd.org

Call them today at 800.466.5290

KINGDOM WORKERS CONFERENCE
A study on how gifted persons need each other

May 15, 2001
9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

at the 

Baptist Center
10255 Old Columbia Road�Columbia, Maryland

featuring

Janice Holcomb
Franklin, Tennessee

$15 per person (includes lunch)

�Pastors/Church Staff
�Church Administrators
�Ministry Assistants

�Office Coordinators
�Church Secretaries
�Volunteers

Specifically designed for:

To register, call (800) 466-5290 ext. 249

CONVENTIONCONVENTION life
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BaptistStudent Ministry
First Annual Golf Outing

M ay 9, 2001

Bay Hills Golf Course
Arnold, Maryland

Shotgun Start: 

8:30 a.m.

$75 per person 
(includes cart,
non-alcoholic beverages, 
continental breakfast, 
after-round meal, 

and prizes)

Sponsor a tee:  $100

Foursomes or singles welcome

Variety of contests including
� Closest to the pin
� Longest drive
� Team losing most golf balls

Sponsored jointly by the Annapolis BSU Alumni
Association (ABSUAAO) and the 

Baptist Student Union

Send player names, phone numbers and fees
(make check payable to ABSUAA, Inc.) to:

BSU Golf Tournament
c/o BSU Center

201 Hanover Street
Annapolis, MD 21401



FAMILYFAMILY life

Dear Ken and Linda,
Our daughter just had a precious baby boy, and we want to

be the best grandparents we can be. But they live several states
away! We will only be able to visit a couple of times a year. Is
it possible for us to establish a relationship with our grandson
that will be meaningful for all of us as he grows and changes
over these early years?

New Grandma & Grandpa,

Dear New Grandma & Grandpa,
Yes, it is possible to build a meaningful relationship, even

across distance, says long distance grandmother Maryan
Brown. She suggests that prayer is the foundation for any posi-
tive grandparenting relationship. �Praying is probably the most
important thing to do � first for the child, then for the parents,
then for yourself as the grandparent. Pray that you will be a
positive, Christ-like influence for your grandchild, and that
God will help you to only give advice on childrearing when
asked.�

Those real visits are surely special, but throughout the year
Maryan suggests you look for occasions to say to your grand-
son, �I love you� and �You are special."  Begin by remembering
what it was like to be a child. Did you love to get mail? To get
presents? Did you like to hear a loved one�s voice? Well,
today�s kids do too!  

Snail mail and e-mail are both good connecting tools for
special occasions and for no occasion, except that you are
thinking of him. Send short messages or drawings, bought,
handmade, or e-mail cards � and be sure to thank your grand-
child when he sends drawings and notes to you. 

Gifts may be anything that say, �I saw this and thought of
you.�  They need not cost a lot of money. Maryan�s grandson
loves to get stickers (even the kind that come free in the mail!).
Bible verse magnets and bookmarks can be made or purchased
inexpensively, and cherished as treasures from grandma. Send
a good age-appropriate book (Maryan initiated a Grand-
mother�s Book of the Month Club) and personalize it even
more by sending an audio or videotape of you reading the
book. Make sure your grandson has a Bible of his own when 
he is able to read, and Bible story books while he is young.
Remember that yard sales can be inexpensive sources of 
good books. 

Call regularly and talk to your grandson on the phone.
When he is young, he will not be able to answer, but he will
learn your voice, and, even more importantly, he will hear the
love in your voice. Later he will talk to you and ask you the
questions he has heard you ask him. Maryan shares, "My 2-
year-old grandson thrills me when he asks, �How are you
doing, Grandmother?� We even sing over the phone � he espe-
cially likes Yankee Doodle Went to Town and really giggles when
Grandmother says �spaghetti,� instead of �macaroni.�"

Send your grandchild a picture of you for his very own that
looks like you look now, and let him know you cherish your
photos of him, because he is one of God�s most precious gifts to
you!

Ken & Linda 
with Maryan Brown

Maryan Brown is BCM/D historian, financial secretary at Woodbrook
Church, and proud grandmother of four children. The many children she
has taught in Sunday School over the years (Linda�s children as well)
enjoy claiming her, too.

KEN JORDAN
BCM/D Consultant/Specialist 

for Family Ministry

800.466.5290 Ext. 213

kjordan@bcmd.org

LINDA FOWLER
Director of Families Together Ministries 

Baptist Family & Children’s Services

800.621.8834 Ext. 130

baptistfamily@erols.com

ASK KEN & LINDA...

Children common ministry need to all
family types, researchers say 
By Mark Wingfield

WACO, Texas (ABP) � The presence
of children in a home creates the most
common challenge facing families of all
types, according to the final summary
of a national study of family life in reli-
gious congregations.

Blended families, single-parent fami-
lies and traditional nuclear families all
share a common challenge in dealing
with issues of parenting, according to
the Families in Congregations study by
Diana Garland and Pam Yankeelov.

Garland, chairwoman of the School
of Social Work at Baylor University, and
Yankeelov, a professor of social work at
the University of Louisville, completed
the study with funding from the Lilly
Endowment.

They interviewed 1,977 people in 32
U.S. congregations, including National
Baptists, Presbyterians, Southern Bap-
tists and United Methodists.

The study also rebuts a common
stereotype that single adults are mainly
involved in congregations as a means of
finding social interaction. �Single adults
participate in a congregation not because
they are just looking for a social gather-
ing with other singles but because they
want to grow and commit themselves to
a life of faith,� Garland said in an inter-
view.

The national research project identi-
fied seven types of family structures
commonly found in American congre-
gations � nuclear families, blended
families, singles, empty-nest couples,
married seniors with grown children,
single-parent families and married cou-
ples with no children.

Given this array of family situations
in most churches, �ministry with fami-
lies in congregations needs to be sensi-
tive and responsive to the diversity of
families in which persons live and
define themselves as family members,�
Garland and Yankeelov assert.

Across this broad spectrum, howev-
er, the challenge of child rearing is the
most common link between family
types.

�The fact that the greatest stressor in
the lives of families is the presence of
children and not the �kind� of parents �
single or married or blending � is real-
ly something,� Garland noted. �Raising
children is stressful, and parents of all
kinds need the support and involve-
ment of a caring community.�

The research report adds: �It appears
that the most sig-
nificant challenge
to the cohesion,
companionship,
ability to avoid
conflict dominat-
ing the family�s

communication and adaptability of
families is the presence of dependent
children, whether the adults in the fam-
ily are in a first marriage, second or
later marriage or single.

�Thus, attempts to strengthen con-
gregational families can emphasize that
different kinds of families are indeed
more alike than different. The chal-
lenges they face are more likely to be
related to the developmental needs of
child and adult members in interaction
with one another and less to the vary-
ing structures of adult relationships.�

The one significant exception to this
finding is that blended families �tend to
be less cohesive,� Garland and Yankeelov
note. �Trying to develop the same level of
cohesion and commitment of family
members in step-relationships with one
another may be unrealistic and self-
defeating.�

The researchers also discovered that
most church-going families believe they
give greatest expression to their faith
through family experiences rather than
through private devotions. 

�These families appear to be saying
that the daily activities of family life are
the canvass for experiencing and shar-
ing their faith life with one another and
that activities that call them as a family
beyond their own boundaries are also
significant,� Garland and Yankeelov
explain.

This finding should have significant
impact on how congregations attempt
to minister to families, they add.

�Most ministry activities of congrega-
tions have involved persons as individu-
als, not as families,� the report says.
�These families seem to be saying that
these activities are important to them as
families, but perhaps they are missing
from their lives. The answer may be to
emphasize more the ways families
together can serve.�

BaptistLIFE
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THE FAMILY CIRCUS®
by Bil Keane

�Know what souvenir I wanna take
home with me, Grandma?  You!�

Reprinted in BaptistLIFE with special permission of Bil Keane

BLBL
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By Jane Lippy
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

NEWARK, De. � �I�ve come to see God
working in my life preparing me along the way
for what�s coming up next,� says Bert Simerson,
77, a member of Ogletown Church, Delaware
Association, and long time missions volunteer. 

For example, he has studied Spanish for
many years, taught English as a second lan-
guage to immigrants (some of whom speak
Spanish), and helped translate a gospel tract
into Spanish. This knowledge of the language
enables him to talk with the people and help
them more effectively.

�I used that tract to explain the gospel and,
with the help of the Holy Spirit, won him to the
Lord,� Simerson said of an encounter with a
Mexican at the Port of Wilmington. �The next
morning, he ran up and, waving the tract, said
he�d won his nephew and planned to talk to his
cousin.�

Simerson became involved in missions a
year before he retired when volunteers from

BCM/D spent several weeks in Burundi roofng
houses, capturing springs and digging wells for
water, preaching, and giving testimonies. �It
was a calling � something I could do and
should do,� he says. Since then, he has partici-
pated in international, state and local missions
projects.

Following Burundi,
Simerson served as
statewide coordinator for
the three-year partner-
ship with Rwanda. While
building churches, wit-
nessing, visiting and liv-
ing with people, �hun-
dreds were won to the
Lord.� In the aftermath of
the civil war in Rwanda
in the mid �90s, �We
heard evidence from sur-
vivors of a remnant faith-
ful to the Lord,� he says. 

Simerson next served as coordinator for
BCM/D�s Latvia partnership, traveling there for
fact-finding and scheduling. 

While no longer partnership coordinator,
Simerson has continued to travel for the Lord.
He went to Moldova twice as part of medical/
evangelism teams, witnessing to children and
adults. Emilie, his wife, participated in one of
these trips. 

He helped rebuild homes leveled by
Hurricane Mitch in Nicaragua. He also spent
several months in Belize assisting missionary

Cliff Scarborough by teaching young men to
farm and care for their families, along with
Bible study and English.

After being invited by Sam Catoe, a mis-
sionary in Paris, Bert and Emilie joined a prayer
walking group there. �This was the cornerstone

of evangelism for the Paris
area. It was a new experience.
You gain a greater sensitivity
and prompting of the Holy
Spirit by being where the
objects of your prayers are,�
he said.

Most recently, Simerson
traveled to Puebla, Mexico
(BCM/D�s current partner-
ship) with a group of 11 peo-
ple from about eight church-
es, including a team from
Delaware Association. The
Delaware group is partnering

with Christ Is the Answer Church there.  �The
leaders of the teams � some have not yet been
partnered � want to plan with their partner
churches. Others spoke to pastors and selected
a church or will go back and discuss the selec-
tion with their church leadership,� he says.

The dedicated layman attempts to follow
the Lord One Step at a Time � his favorite song.
Since retiring he has felt, �I�m an instrument in
the Lord�s hand and give myself to the Lord�s
leadership saying, �Here am I, send me.��

DISCIPLEDISCIPLE life

By Ashley Michael  
BP Sports 

FREDERICK, Md. (BP) � Matt
Trammell�s first highlight tape was
filmed when he was 5 years old.

Although the family tape is
rarely played, the image is clear:
Trammell dribbles the ball as he
pedals his bike through the neigh-
borhood of his family�s home in
Mineral Springs, Ark. 

Fast-forward 13 years and thou-
sands of ball bounces later to
Trammell�s senior year of high
school. You could say he�s grown
up, but at 6-foot-5, that�s more than
literal. The scenery has changed
since his family moved from
Mineral Springs to Frederick, Md.,
but one thing hasn�t: he can still
handle the basketball better than
any other kid on the block. 

Pat Harris noticed last year at
the Eastern Invitation Camp. The
West Point head coach was so
impressed with the 6-5, 190-pound
guard he decided to recruit him. 

�He (Harris) was looking for a big
guard,� said Mike Trammell, Matt�s

father, who pas-
tors Mt. Airy
Church in
Maryland. �It
was a great
opportunity.�

Trammell committed to West
Point in the early signing period.
�Obviously, if you look at it aca-
demically, it�s one of the best
places to go in the country,� the
high school senior explained. �Of
the Division I schools, they were
the most interested.�

Trammell has played basketball
year-round since age 13, and you
could say those early days of inno-
vative ball-handling drills have
paid off. He will graduate Linganore
High School as its second all-time
leading scorer and career record
holder in assists.

�He�s a great shooter,� said
Linganore head coach Arnie
McGaha. �Top notch from the out-
side.�

�I�ve always kind of had a knack
for shooting,� Trammell said.

Against rival Urbana High
School, that little thing he calls just
�a knack� carried him right into
history books. Fifteen points shy of
breaking 1,000 career points,
Trammell lit up the scoreboard for
29 points, 20 of which came in the
second half.

�It wasn�t maybe my best
game,� Trammell explained, �but it
was just getting that milestone that
was a big thing that night.�

Linganore finished the season
12-12 overall, losing to No. 1 Fort 

Hill 83-76 in the regional semifinal.
Trammell averaged 22.3 points per
game for the year while shooting
over 50 percent from the floor.

On senior night, when McGaha
honored him with the �Player of
the Year� trophy, he added, �This
is also the �Person of the Year�
award.�

�He�s a very well-mannered,
incredibly respectful person,�
McGaha said. �The thing that
always impressed me about Matt
was his ultimate goal was to play
Division I basketball and he made
the sacrifices to reach that pinna-
cle.�

Although he�s achieved his
goal, the next five years aren�t
going to be a cakewalk. He will
spend his redshirt year at the
United States Military Prep School
before beginning his college bas-
ketball career at West Point. This is
common practice for redshirted
athletes.

�It will be an advantage,� Mike
Trammell said, �because he�ll
already have a year in the military
environment.�

Known as an intelligent, lev-
elheaded student-athlete, Trammell
brings composure on and off the
court.  �As a Christian, you realize
everyone�s been given gifts,�
Trammell said. �I think basketball 

is the platform I can use in the 
community.�

Although he hasn�t decided on a
major yet, Trammell is looking for-
ward to his college experience as a
student but especially as a player. 

�Ever since eighth grade I want-
ed to be a Division I player,�
Trammell said. �Obviously now
one of my goals is to start. I think I
can come in as a freshman and
contribute. My dream would be to
win the Patriot League and go to
the NCAA (tournament).�

One word of advice come 2002
when Trammell plays his first game
at West Point: Bring your video
camera. 

Trammell signs hoops scholarship: shoots his
way to West Point

Bert Simerson: the
Lord’s instrument
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Matt Trammell 

Bert Simerson enjoys children in Moldova



By Rick Warren

Ibelieve that most church-
es are overmanaged and
underled.  You need both

management and leader-
ship, but when the church is over-managed you
end up with a paralysis of analysis.  It�s like
Ready � Aim � Aim � Aim!�  And you never
fire.  You�re always
analyzing and looking.

So I want to encour-
age you to cast an
extremely large vision
within your church,
and here are a few
guidelines:

� Believe it or not,
the bigger your vision,
the easier it is to
reach.  People are
rarely motivated by
small visions.  Let me
give you an example:
When I was a youth
director, if I said to the
youth, �We�re going to
have a prayer meeting on Wednesday night at 7
p.m.,� we might have five or 10 kids show up.
But if I said, �We�re going to have a prayer
meeting at 5 a.m. on Saturday morning at the
beach.  Find your own way to get there,� I�d
have 50 kids show up.

� Don�t worry about solving the problems
before casting the vision.  A good example of
visionary leadership would be President John F. 

Kennedy.  Regardless of what you think about 
his politics, Kennedy stood up one day in the
early 1960s and said, �We�ll put a man on the
moon by the end of the decade.�  He was clear;

he was precise; and the vision was
something people could look to.  Now,
here�s the interesting thing: When he
said it, the technology to put a man on
the moon hadn�t even been devel-
oped.  That�s visionary leadership.

� Be pragmatic, even as you cast a
vision. John Kennedy didn�t say we
were going to explore the known solar
system.  He focused on the moon.  I
often tell church planters, �Get out a
map and draw a circle that includes
everything that is approximately a 15
minute drive from your church, and
find out how many people live within
that circle.  That�s your goal.�
Ultimately you want to reach every-

body, but this is where you�re going to start.
� Your God determines how big your goal is.

So how big do you think God is?  The issue is
not who you think you are, but who you think
God is.  In your dreams for ministry, don�t limit
yourself by saying, �What can I do?�  Instead
ask, �What can God do?�

� You have to be committed to the vision. I
asked a church planter once, �How long are 

you prepared to stay?�  He said,
�I�m committed to staying six
months.�  I told him, �Don�t even
bother to go.�  We overestimate

what we can do in one year, and we underesti-
mate what we can do in 10 years or 20 years.
That�s very common.  The trouble with most
goal-setting is that we set our goals too low and
try to accomplish them too soon.  Instead, we
need to get big goals �  huge goals, enormous
goals � but plan plenty of time in reaching
those goals.  It takes 12 hours to grow a mush-
room, but 60 years to grow an oak tree.  Which
one is going to last?

� Finally, make a frank appraisal of your
own gifts. The Bible teaches that there are one-
talent people, five-talent people and 10-talent
people.  That means you may be good at several
things, but you�re not good at everything.  If
your vision is properly large, you�re going to
need lots of help, and that means you�re going
to have to share responsibilities.  Maybe you
need to step back from counseling or doing all
of the marrying and burying.  In my church, I
even share the preaching.  Even if you don�t
have paid staff to help, you could develop lay
pastors.

Rick Warren is the founding pastor of Saddleback
Community Church in Lake Forest, Calif., one of the
nation�s largest Southern Baptist churches, and author of
�The Purpose Driven Church.�  This article used with
permission. For more articles and resources, visit 
www.pastors.com

DISCIPLEDISCIPLE life

Cast an extremely large vision;

set huge goals, enormous goals

Rick Warren

Disciple-making 101
By Randy Millwood

I�m not sure why the
television networks

chose Christmas
and/or Easter, but
every year they man-
age to broadcast the
movie The Sound of
Music during one or
both of those holidays.

Maybe they broadcast it then because Maria
(Julie Andrews) is exploring her faith. Maybe
they broadcast it then because the movie is clas-
sified by Blockbuster as a �family flick.� I don�t
guess it really matters why they broadcast it ��
only that they broadcast it. You see, I love it!
Our family has watched it for years �� almost
always together! 

There are so many favorite scenes that I can�t
recall them all ...  
� Maria rushing into the prayer service late;
� Her first encounter with the children as they

stand at attention;
� Draperies resewn into clothes for play;
� Hiding behind the memorial stones in the 

old cemetery; and

� That glorious scene when the family crested 
the hill and looked over into the French Alps, 
knowing they had reached safety!

We also know almost all the words to virtually
every song. Though my teenage sons would
never admit it, we sometimes just break out
singing them around the house for no apparent
reason!

One particularly fun song was the one Maria
used to teach the children how to sing. Some-
times called the �Do-re-mi� song, this little ditty
begins with one of the most profound descrip-
tions of the enlightened, logic-driven, modern
man. Those memorable words are:  �Start at the
very beginning. It�s a very good place to start.
When you read you begin with a-b-c. When
you sing you begin with do-re-mi.�

When it comes to disciple-making, however,
the beginning is no place to start. Disciple-
making must begin with a destination in mind.
That�s because disciple-making is not a class; it
is a journey. Like any journey, if you don�t have
a clear direction, you�ll finish the trip without
getting where you wanted to go. If we were
planning an excursion, everyone would agree
that a destination is important. However, many

churches fail to think of disciple-making in
these terms. Therefore, they point themselves in
the wrong destination (or more than likely, no
direction at all) and are stunned when they end
up there! 

Regardless of what kind of church you
might be a part of � a traditional church, a
non-traditional church, a purpose-driven
church, a program-passionate church, a seeker-
obsessed church � any church that honors
Jesus as God�s Son and the only hope for the
world must identify the right destination for
where they are taking people on the disciple-
making journey. 

Have you paused before beginning the trip
to consider exactly where you are going? Jesus
knew from day one where he was headed with
his guys. We must get a similarly clear picture if
we are ever to truly make disciples.

Randy Millwood is the BCM/D
Consultant/Specialist for
Disciple-making/Small Groups/
New Church Development
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By Jane Lippy
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. � �Our mis-
sionaries really look forward to
receiving the health kits and dis-
tribute them widely,� says Aquilla
Smith, executive director, Women�s
Missionary Union of Maryland/
Delaware. �It always amazes me
how faithful the women are in get-
ting them collected,� she says.

Health kits are used in a variety
of ministries.
Recipients of
the kits include
migrants, sea-
men, the home-
less, prison
inmates and

victims of natural disasters. �Some
go to seasonal workers on the
Eastern Shore (Eastern
Association) and some to
seasonal workers in the
Elkridge area of the
Mid-Maryland
Association.
Many go
to
West-
ern
Association
to prison min-
istries. They�re also
distributed to the port
ministries at the inner har-
bor of Baltimore.�

Health kits (using cloth bags 14
inches square with a drawstring or
large, sealable plastic bags) should

contain a large bath towel, wash-
cloth, toothbrush, one full-size tube
of toothpaste, one full-size bar of
soap and one regular size shampoo.

�Do Me� books for children are
made by taping or gluing a small

box of crayons on a sheet of
paper. Across from this put

a picture to be colored.
Over the picture

write, �Color Me.�
These activity books

are used primarily
with seasonal workers.
Place the kits in boxes

for easy storage. Mark the box
with the contents and number of

bags, cloth or plastic, and the
name of the church. Deliver the kits
to Storage USA, 10400 Old
Columbia Road, Columbia.

(Storage USA�s phone number is
(410) 290-9660.) At the Storage USA
office, request the folder for
Woman�s Missionary Union.
Complete the form in the folder,
and use the key to unlock the unit.
Within the unit, place the kits
under the appropriate sign on the
wall.  Return the key to the office.
Missionaries will pick up the kits.

Kits may be delivered from May
1 � 28.  Hours are 9 a.m. � 6 p.m.,
Monday through Saturday, and
noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Smith
emphasizes, �Kits must not arrive
before May 1.�

She estimates about a thousand
are collected from and distributed
throughout Maryland and Delaware
each year.
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MISSIONMISSION life Two waterfront ministries 
are separate and unique

Health kits – an ongoing need and widely distributed

BLBL

By Sharon Mager, 
BaptistLIFE Staff Writer

BALTIMORE, Md. �� Bill Viel,
director of Inner Harbor Ministry
(IHM) said that there is a miscon-
ception that IHM is just a program
to feed the hungry in Baltimore. In
reality, its that � and a whole lot
more.    

Viel said that its best to imagine
IHM as if it were an umbrella with
five main ministry divisions �
homeless/hungry, innovative, mass
evangelism, new church starts, and
world mission outreach.  

The homeless/hungry ministry
includes feeding programs in Curtis
Bay, Baltimore Street and other loca-
tions in and around Baltimore�s inner
harbor.  Individuals, churches and
other organizations donate funds,
supplies and their time to provide
meals for those who are in need.
Many are not homeless, just unable
to make it on a fixed income, or in
need for other reasons. 

�This past year rent went up 10
to 15 percent.  Heat went up like
everything else.  But income stayed
the same,� Viel said.   

One of the newest feeding pro-
grams is called �buck-a-bag� min-
istry.  For just a dollar per bag,

lunches that include sandwiches,
drinks, and snacks, are provided to
those in need.  Anyone can become
involved in the ministry at any
level � funding, preparing the
food, or distribution.

The innovative ministry
includes puppet shows, clowning,
mimes and drama. One of the
newer ministries IHM has been
encouraging is �broom ministry.� 
Teams head out to local businesses
to sweep and clean for free in an
opportunity to share God�s love
and form a relationship with that
business.

Mass evangelism is a ministry
targeted at visitors to the harbor for
special events, business, vacations
and leisure.  This ministry is where
volunteers who want to hand out
Bibles and tracts can work.

Gary Strebeck, chairman of
IHM, said the new church aspect of
the ministry involves helping local
church starts by referring people to
them. 

IHM�s world outreach ministry
includes the hope that all of the
ministries will be multiplied again
and again.  It also includes Viel�s
ministry in the Ukraine. Each year
he travels there to teach at Kiev
University.

�All of our ministry is for the
explicit purpose of evangelism �
whether it�s puppets, music,
drama, soup kitchens, whatever the
ministry, whatever we do, we do to
share the gospel.�

For more information about
Inner Harbor Ministry, visit the
website:  
www.innerharborministry.com 
or call Bill Viel, (410) 682-4357.

By Sharon Mager, 
BaptistLIFE Staff Writer

BALTIMORE, Md. �� The port
ministry, sponsored by Baltimore
Association, is a unique opportunity
to reach the world for Christ.   

�You can go on a ship and be in
eight countries at once. No mis-
sionary on the field that can do
that,� Kay Gerlach, port ministry
secretary said.

Port ministry has been a big part
of Gerlach�s life.  Before working as
a volunteer secretary, Gerlach and
her husband, Don, served as com-
missioned missionaries. After Don
died, Kay continued working as a
volunteer. Now it�s just her and
another volunteer, Gus
Christerfield.

When he�s not working his pri-
mary job, Christerfield drives a van
visiting ships that carry coal, grain,
salt, cars and other types of cargo.
Sometimes 62-year-old Kay goes
with him.  They find out what the
sailors need. Gerlach said some-
times it�s a matter of mailing a let-
ter, gathering needed personal sup-
plies, getting to a phone, whatever
the necessity.  They also hand out
Bibles, cassettes and videos in the
required language.

�Sometimes we have to be very
fast, just get aboard and do what
we can in a short time,� Gerlach
said.  Other times ships stay for
extended periods of time, especial-
ly if they need repairs.

Churches help the port ministry
by baking cookies and collecting
scarves to give to the sailors at

Christmas.  Some have clothing
drives to provide good used or
new clothing.   Youth groups have
collected magazines that the sailors
like to read.  Gerlach said the cooks
especially like magazines with
recipes in them.

Over the years, Gerlach said,
she has become a well-known fig-
ure on the docks, recognized by
crews and guards.  

The only time she was ever
refused upon a ship was by
Russians in the �70s.  After awhile,
they began to let her aboard, and at
one time her husband brought
Russian sailors home to spend the
night.  It wasn�t unusual, she said,
to have a variety of sailors at her
house eating and sleeping.  She
said the hardest part was that it
was difficult to sleep because the
sailors had so many stories to tell
and the Gerlachs wanted to hear
them all.

She�s seen many come to Christ
through the years.  After Gerlach�s
husband shared his personal testi-
mony to one woman aboard a ship,
she wrote him � 11 years later �
telling him that she finally gave her
heart to the Lord.
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Inner Harbor Ministry – a multitude of 

ministries
Touching the world at the Port of Baltimore



CHURCH OFFICE
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANCE
�� Greenridge Baptist Church, locat-
ed in the Clarksburg area, has an
immediate need for paid, part-time
administrative assistance. We are
looking for people with basic office
related skills (i.e., typing, filing,
answering phones) as well as profi-
ciency in Windows 98, Microsoft
Word, PowerPoint and Publisher.
Knowledge of Microsoft Excel and
Outlook is desirable. If interested,
please fax your resume to (301)972-
9483 or e-mail timgbc@aol.com .

WORSHIP DIRECTOR �� New
Day Church of Perry Hall is looking
for a Worship Director to help lead
and develop its Sunday Celebration
services and a mid-week New
Community service. The Worship
Director would be expected to have
a strong musical background and be
able to work with NewDay�s praise
band, praise team, and adult choral
ensemble. Approximately 25 hours a 
week. Competitive Pay. Contact: 
Pastor Dave Tierney, New Day
Church, P.O. Box 43128, Baltimore, 
MD 21236 or call (410)931-8385.

CHILDREN/YOUTH PASTOR ��
Deep Creek Baptist Church is a small
church in a rural setting in the
mountains of Western Maryland. We
are seeking a full time children/
youth pastor. Candidate must be
outgoing, energetic and creative. A
Bachelor�s Degree is required as well
as a heart for children and youth
ministries. Responsibilities will
include planning , coordinating and
implementing all children/youth
activities. Also, to develop and
administer an outreach program to
the children of the community for
both believers and non-believers.
Send resume to Deep Creek Baptist
Church; Attention: Search Committee
Chairperson; 19878 Garrett Highway;
Oakland, Md.  21550. Please include
a personal testimony.

PART-TIME TREASURER FOR
WOMAN�S MISSIONARY UNION
OF MD/DE �� Qualifications: Exper-
ience in accounting and payroll with
good communication and computer
skills. Contact Aquilla B. Smith,
Baptist Center, (800)466-5290, ext.
231.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
FOR SENIOR PASTOR �� Ogle-
town Baptist Church, Newark, Del.,
has an immediate opening for an
Administrative Assistant for senior
pastor. Excellent computer and peo-
ple skills a must. Word Perfect
desirable. Full-time. Benefits. Fax
resume/inquiries to (302)737-4356

SENIOR PASTOR �� The Colesville
Baptist Church of Silver Spring, Md.,
is accepting applications for the posi-
tion of Senior Pastor. If interested,
please call (301)384-9153 or down-
load the Position Announcement and
Resume form from our website:
www.colesvillebaptist.org 

MINISTER OF EDUCATION ��
Vibrant, growing church is seeking
an individual to work part-time in
collaboration with our pastor, staff
and congregation to accomplish the
mission God has put before us.  This
individual must be energetic, with
the vision to develop a dynamic edu-
cation ministry able to reach both
believer and unbeliever.  Must be
grounded in God�s Word, called to
the ministry, with a minimum 2
years of college and 5 years experi-
ence in a church leadership role.
Send cover letter (including personal
testimony) and resume to: Tabernacle
Baptist Church, Attn:   Search Com-
mittee Chairman, 121 Bennett Road,
Baltimore, Md. 21221; or fax to: (410)
686-3464

ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF YOUTH
�� Gethsemane Baptist of Glenwood,
Md., is seeking an Associate Pastor
of Youth to develop and lead a com-
prehensive ministry to students in
grades 6�12.  We are seeking a spiri-
tually mature and creative leader
committed and called to working

with young people.  The Associate
Pastor will need a professional edu-
cation at the graduate level in stu-
dent ministry (This can be negotiat-
ed with the right candidate) as well
as an appropriate amount of experi-
ence in this area of ministry. The
Associate Pastor of Youth will work
closely with our current staff of two
other full-time pastors in leading our
church to be a relevant ministry in
one of the world�s most important
metropolitan areas.  We are located
in what many would call a suburban
area; however, we are very close to
two major American cities, Baltimore
and Washington D.C.  To apply,
please send resume to: Personnel
Committee, Gethsemane Baptist
Church of Glenwood, 14135
Burntwoods Rd., Glenwood, Md.
21738.  E-mail:  gbcp@gethsemane
baptistmd.org.     

ORGAN FOR SALE �� Early 1960s
Allen Organ in good condition for
sale. Best offer. Contact FBC of Dam-
ascus at (301)253-3278.

RETREAT TO THE OCEAN ��
The Baptist Retreat Center in Ocean
City is available for Spring and Fall
Retreats. We can accommodate
groups as large as 65. Adjacent to the
Retreat Center is our church build-
ing, available on request with kitch-
en facilities, fellowship hall and
meeting rooms. For booking infor-
mation, please call the Ocean City
Baptist Church office at (410)289-
6573.

LOWEST LONG DISTANCE
AVAILABLE �� 4.9¢ (state-to-
state) Anytime. In-State (Md. or Del.)
5.9¢, FREE 800#s 4.9¢, FREE Calling
Cards 12.9¢, NO Monthly Fees, 6
Second Billing, 24 Hour Customer
Service, Home, Church, Ministry or
Business, Free information (888)423-
9797.

RETIRED UNDERCOVER NAR-
COTICS OFFICER �� will speak at
your church meeting. Great for
church revival, Brotherhood, WMU,
or youth revival. Love offering only.
Dr. R. L. Wright, author of the book
Drugs Know Your Enemy! is also pas-
tor of Merritt Park Baptist Church,
Dundalk. Call (410)282-7023.

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX YOUR AD
��  Deadlines are three weeks in
advance of publication date.
Publication date is the third Friday
of each month (except January).
Classified advertising is 50 cents per
word (not including contact informa-
tion and words with two or less let-
ters) with a $20 minimum.  10% dis-
count for BCM/D churches and
members will be applied.  Contact us
for display ad pricing. The entire
paper is also online at www.bap-
tistlifeonline.org.  For an additional
25% surcharge, ads can be placed on
the website.

E M P L O Y M E N T

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

A N N O U N C E M E N T

T O P L A C E A N  A D :

M I S C E L L A N E O U S
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Brentwood, TN � Since 1953
Buses � Vans � New & Used

We buy used buses
Lifeway Discount

Available in 20� to 37� Models
(12-47 passengers, new and used)www.carpenterbus.com

CELEBRATE GROWTH 
CONFERENCE

Burtonsville Baptist Church is
hosting a �Celebrate Growth� con-
ference on Friday and Saturday,
May 18 � 19. The guest speaker is
Josh Hunt.

Hunt is the founder and presi-
dent of 2020 Vision. The mission
of 2020 Vision is to help Southern
Baptists reach 20 million in
Sunday school attendance and to
double the number of God-wor-
shippers by the year 2020. He
does this through encouraging
Sunday school and small groups
to double every two years or less.
He has authored the books You
Can Double Your Class in Two Years
or Less and Disciplemaking Teachers. 

On Friday evening, participants
will explore Sunday school growth
and ways to �Double Your Class.�
On Saturday morning, Hunt will
continue with �Church Growth.� 

This is a great opportunity to
train both experienced and
prospective teachers and leaders
on how to reach the lost for Jesus
Christ. The cost of the conference
is $125.00 per church or $25.00 per
individual. For more information
call (301)421-9080 or e-mail
julie@burtonsvillebaptist.org.
Registrations are being accepted online
at  www.burtonsvillebaptist.org.
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Software engineer, author uses
�Andy Griffith� for Bible study

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) � In his
senior year of college, Joey Fann
would stay up all night watching
episodes of The Andy Griffith
Show on videotape. Now the software
engineer and author uses the
show as thought provoking, discus-
sion starters for Bible study.  

�I can remember several nights
when my cousin would bring over
tapes of the show and we would stay
up all night watching and laughing,�
Fann said of the 40-year-old show that
hooked him and millions of other
viewers during its original eight sea-
sons and years in reruns. �It slowly
occurred to me that no matter how
many times I saw a specific episode, I
never got tired of watching because
they just got better and better. From
that point forward, I was hooked.�

Now the show is the subject of
Fann�s new Broadman & Holman
book, The Way Back to Mayberry:
Lessons from a Simpler Time, and a
website, barneyfife.com.

Fann�s method of showing one of 30
video clips from the 249 episodes of
The Andy Griffith Show and then dis-
cussing it in relation to a passage from
the Bible has drawn a wide and
diverse audience in more than 30
states and Canada, he said.

�I think this approach facilitates
good discussion because it presents
moral dilemmas and other situations
in a visual fashion,� he said. �People
who attend the classes see the charac-
ters on the screen face situations and
decisions that are similar to those in
their own lives.�

�Each show tended to have a good
moral theme that was brought out
by the story line. Basic values such as
character, personal responsibility, hon-
esty and integrity were routinely
exemplified by the show. I believe
these characteristics are uncommon
for most television shows past or pres-
ent.�

Two books by Beth Moore among
LifeWay best-sellers in March

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) � Two
books by Beth Moore were among the

top 10 hardback
books in March sales
in LifeWay Christian
Stores across the
country.  LifeWay
Christian Stores,
operated by LifeWay

Christian Resources of the Southern
Baptist Convention, release a list of each
month�s best-selling hardbacks, 
1.  Prayer of Jabez, Bruce Wilkinson 

(Multnomah).
2.  Fresh Power, Jim Cymbala 

(Zondervan).
3. Praying God�s Word, Beth Moore 

(Broadman & Holman).
4.  Night Light, James Dobson 

(Multnomah).
5.  He Chose the Nails, Max Lucado 

(Word).
6.  Breaking Free, Beth Moore (B&H).
7.  Grace for the Moment, Max Lucado 

(Countryman).
8.  My Utmost for His Highest, 

Oswald Chambers (Barbour).
9.  Just Give Me Jesus, Anne Graham 

Lotz (Word).
10. Experiencing God Day by Day � 

Devotional & Journal, Henry
Blackaby (B&H).

LifeWay links nearly 500 congre-
gations to cyberspace

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)�� Only two
months after LifeWay Christian
Resources of the Southern Baptist
Convention began offering Web sites
for churches, almost 600 congregations
have taken advantage of LifeWayLINK.

As of March 23, 493 churches had
chosen the option of a free site, which
offers a choice of five templates or site
designs. Included are four pages to
present information about the church,
its services, ministries and events,
including a page of contact listings for
staff.

Another 78 churches had signed up
for one of the three levels of upgraded
sites, which, for a monthly fee, allow
churches to expand or enhance the
site�s capabilities.

Enhanced features include items
such as e-mail accounts, the ability to
add audio files for sermons or per-
formances, online video, in-depth
usage reports, more than 150 design
templates, additional content pages
and others for fees ranging from
$24.95 to $59.95 per month.

�The most frequent comment we
hear from new customers is how easy
the set-up process is. Many sites have
been constructed in less than an hour,�
said Gary McClure, Internet service
provider manager.

For more information on
LifeWayLINK call toll-free (888) 408-
5580. The LifeWayLINK web site at
www.lifewaylink.com is available and
includes examples of church sites
using the technology.

Billy Graham releases
first comedy on TV,
video, and DVD

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn.
�� Road to Redemption, the
World Wide Pictures�
(WWP) film release which
opened in theaters Feb. 16,
airs on national television
the first week of June; the
video and DVD version will
be available in stores June 1.

Road to Redemption, is a
lighthearted comedy set on
the road between Las Vegas,
Nev.  and Redemption,
Mont.  Amanda Tucker (Julie
Condra) and her boyfriend,
Alan Fischer (Jay Under-
wood), borrow Mob money
from her boss and lose it on
a fixed horse race.  The only
person who can help is
Amanda�s estranged rich
grandfather, Nathan Tucker
(Pat Hingle).  Nathan will
help on one condition �
that Amanda will drive
him cross-country to his
favorite fishing hole.      

Produced by John Shep-
herd, co-produced by John
Schmidt, and written and
directed by Los Angeles
native Robert Vernon, this
film is a comedy for the
whole family.

World Wide Pictures,
the motion picture corpora-
tion of the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association, is
a leading independent film
production company keep-
ing up with the demand
for good, clean, thought-
provoking entertainment.
Having produced over 125
films and 9 major motion
pictures, they are reclaim-
ing Billy Graham�s passion
to reach all audiences.
�Early in my ministry, I
recognized the fact that not
everyone would respond to
the Gospel as the result of
personal contact through
crusades,� stated Dr.
Graham. 

Future projects for
WWP include a June 2001
release of a children�s sci-
ence and technology inter-
active video, Doc Kom.
Filming begins soon for the
high-action adventure the-
atrical release, The Climb, to
be released in June 2002,
and plans are being made
for their first mystery the-
atrical release.

Check your local listing
for station and times for
television broadcast or visit
the Web site:
www.roadtoredemption.com

A previous Barna Update
addressed 13 key measures
that we track every year
regarding America�s spiritu-
al condition.  This month we
analyze a companion study
among the senior pastors of
Protestant churches, giving
us a different angle on the
state of the church.  

In addition to a profile of
pastors, we�ll examine church
size, budgets, staffing and the
like.  Some important find-
ings include:

� The median number of
adults attending Protestant
churches remains unchanged
from last year, holding
steady at 90.

� The median church budget
rose slightly, from $110,000 a
year ago to $115,000 now.
That increase is slightly larger
than the rise in the cost-of-liv-
ing.

� The median compensa-
tion package of Senior
Pastors rose by nearly 9
percent from one year ago,
but is still well below the
level of other professionals -
it�s currently at $38,214.

The entire report is available
online at www.barna.org.

THE BARNA UPDATE

BAPTIST DIGEST

THE CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD
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If your church�s newsletter is not
here, it can be for only 

$12  per issue! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL

800.466.5290 ext. 245

Pastors paid better, but attendance unchanged
(from the March 28, 2001 issue)
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