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WHAT�S INSIDE?

“Experiencing God” – 
A Worship Experience
By Sharon Mager
BaptistLIFE Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. �� Experiencing
God began as a Bible study work-
book written by Henry Blackaby. It
was successful. So much so that it
evolved into expanded studies for
different age groups and became a
musical. Now it�s becoming a phe-
nomena in Maryland and Delaware,

as churches are experiencing renewal
through it.  

In fact, the musical Experiencing
God was presented twice on April 29

at Oak Grove Church in
Bel Air. It was per-
formed by combined
choirs and orchestras
from BCM/D churches.

The Oak Grove
church was filled at
both presentations with
more than 1,000 total
worshipers.

�All of those present
were moved
by [the]
power and
personal
touch of the
Holy Spirit,�
Gary
Morrison, pastor of wor-
ship at Middle River
Church, Baltimore, said.

�It�s not a musical. I
think they were looking
for something to label it. I
would call it a worship
experience.� 

Morrison was part of
the combined choir. That,

however, wasn�t his first experience
with the program. In fact, Morrison
was instrumental in bringing the
�worship experience� to Middle
River Church.  

It really seemed
like several godly
coincidences that the
staff at Middle River
Church began to col-
lectively feel the Holy
Spirit leading the
church to make a
major emphasis on
Experiencing God.

Alan Ray, pastor of
the church, said it
began last July when
Morrison, came to him
with the musical score
for Experiencing God
and said he wanted the
church to perform it.

Around the same time a new pastor
of education, Joe Emory, came
aboard and had experience with the
Bible study and the desire to begin a
discipleship program with the mate-
rial. Soon the church caught the
enthusiasm.

The choir began a spiritual jour-
ney using Experiencing God worship
materials. Adult and children�s
choirs began practicing for the
musical. Jeff Schultz, pastor of stu-
dents, began the workbook program
for youth. Adult classes were formed.

General Mission Board convened on May 8
By Beth Clifton
Managing Editor

COLUMBIA, Md. �� Delaware
and Eastern associations will soon
have an Hispanic catalytic mission-
ary. Annuity Board health insurance
coverage is �lousy� for Delaware
participants.  �I don�t want us to be
a political action committee, but
there are some issues we need to
address that will affect our mission,�
David Lee said. These were just a
few of the topics that came up at the
General Mission Board meeting held
May 8 at the Baptist Center.  

Alan Ray, GMB president,  opened
the meeting by reading Revelation

22:8-9 and reminding the Board
members to focus only on worship-
ping God �� �not to get distracted
from the main thing.�  He then
called on David Lee, executive direc-
tor of the Baptist Convention of
Maryland/Delaware.
David Lee

Lee has just completed his first
year as executive director, and he
spent some time reflecting on the
highlights and the challenges that
have occurred.  �It�s been a good
year in what doors have been
opened to me,� he said. �I believe
we are on target with our vision and
mission statements, and I believe we 

SBC, New Orleans preview on pages 7-8

Experiencing God–the Musical being performed at Oak

Grove Church on Sunday, April 29 with combined choirs

and orchestras from BCM/D churches conducted by Dee

Solomon, BCM/D consultant/specialist for Music/Worship.

Alan Ray, pastor of Middle

River Church has seen

God at work in his church 

Continued on page six

Continued on page nine

Messenger cards...
are available for the
June 2001 Southern
Baptist Convention in
New Orleans. Contact
Carol Moore  at (800)
466-5290, ext. 202.



BaptistLIFE

2
May 18, 2001

Official Newsjournal of the 
Baptist Convention of
Maryland/Delaware

Drawing people in Maryland and 
Delaware closer to God

and to each other!

10255 Old Columbia Road
Columbia, MD 21046-1716

Published monthly except in January.

STAFF
Bob Simpson                            Editor    
Beth Clifton Managing Editor
Sherry Lee Editorial Associate
Sean Copley Graphic Design
Sharon Mager                    Staff Writer
Rhonda Owen-Smith   Correspondent
Jane Lippy Correspondent
Ed Nettleship                Photographer
Cindy Dunigan                Webmaster 
Karen Willoughby              Consultant

Plus a Volunteer Network of reporters
and photographers from our 

eleven associations

CONTACT INFORMATION
Office Phone    (410) 290-5290 Ext. 245
Toll-free Line (800) 466-5290 Ext. 245
FAX (410) 290- 6627
E-mail                    bclifton@bcmd.org

POSTMASTER:  Send address
changes to BaptistLIFE, 10255 Old
Columbia Road, Columbia, MD 
21046-1716.

ADDRESS CHANGE:  Please send
new address with old mailing label at 
least three weeks prior to move.     

SUBSCRIPTION: Free of charge by 
request to members of BCM/D 
churches; Outside BCM/D churches 
and members, $10 per year; Church 
Newsletter Service Plan, $12.00 per 
issue.

WE WELCOME letters from readers, 
press releases and photos of topics of 
interest to Maryland/Delaware 
Baptists.  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR (LTTE)
do not reflect the views or opinions of
BaptistLIFE.  We prefer letters from 
Maryland/Delaware. Only letters 
marked clearly for publication as a
LTTE, signed and with addresses will
be considered.  Please include a day-
time telephone number for verification 
purposes. Letters may not exceed 300
words and are subject to editing. 
Letters attacking churches or
individuals will not be published.

V

BaptistLIFE

VOLUME 84             NUMBER 4

PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES 

Iam a child of the
1950s.  I always loved

being part of the most
modern world ever.  My
parents� generation built
the post World War II
economy and saw the
invention of a myriad of
modern gadgets.  My
dad once combined two
television sets in our
home by placing a bro-
ken black and white TV
with no picture but good
sound on top of a bro-
ken color TV with no

sound but a good picture.  I saw this as a perfect
example of thoroughly modern ingenuity.  To give
you further insight (or ammunition) into my psyche,
my favorite easy-reading magazine is the Sharper
Image catalog.  I have loved living in the modern
world!

But theologians and futurists have been telling
us for years that we are now living in the post-mod-
ern era.  I know what they mean, but to be honest, I
have often tuned out this message because it was
too hard for me to absorb.  I am still struggling with
how to face the fact that everything has changed for
my generation.  Those beyond the traditions of the
church now have radically different assumptions
about life.  The next generation is even further
removed from the �old-time religion� that shaped
their parents and grandparents. 

The harsh reality is that most Americans no
longer believe in absolute truth, nor know how to
describe who God is, and no longer take the Bible
very seriously.  Again, those beyond the influence of
the church have more radical pre-suppositions
about Jesus Christ.  

How do we penetrate the post-modern culture
with the message of the timeless power of the
Gospel that reverberates down through history?
That message, simply put, is that Jesus died, was
raised from the dead, and is coming back again
someday. 

I�m quite sure that it won�t be possible to reach
post-moderns while we continue to cultivate our
�modern-only� mindset.  It won�t be that easy. We
will be required to take off our pious masks and
honestly convey our own struggles with living. The
best connection we will ever make with post-
moderns is to show them our own brokenness.  We
will only succeed if we offer true Christ-centered
community that, while not minimizing the human
condition, celebrates how much God loves each per-
son and that he has a wonderful plan to tame the
human heart.  That message is timeless.  

Knowing this really helps reduce the fear I have
of existing in the post-modern era.  Bill Gaither, that
great �modern� gospel songwriter (SMILE) cap-
tured it for me when he wrote: Because he [Jesus]
lives I can face tomorrow. Because he lives all fear is
gone.  Because I know he holds the future. And life
[whatever era] is worth the living just because he lives! 

Does “post-modern” sound scary to you?

God is so very good!

Bob Simpson
Editor

BLBL

By Marvin Ford
Newark, Delaware

Yes, he is! When my wife and I
returned from our years of

service in Ecuador to become
�emeritus� missionaries (whatev-
er that means), we had little
knowledge of how God could or
would use our lives in ministry.
Seven years have passed since
March 31, 1994. Let me share
with you how God has blessed.
He is so very good!

Ann and I have always been a
team (Two Ever-Active
Missionaries).  I became known
in Ecuador as �Mr. WMU.� We
did everything together � from
planting churches to helping

organize youth and �señoras�
groups. It was fun (and still is).

Jim McBride, Director of
Missions for Delaware Baptist
Association, asked us to pray
about a Spanish ministry in
Wilmington.  We did � and
along with Bethany Church in
Newport � God gave birth to
the New Hope Center and
Church. It is now a full-time out-
reach ministry at 1204 W. 4th
Street with a dedicated mission-
ary couple, Chad and Matilde
Cravens from Oklahoma and
Mexico.

Then God called my attention
to the families living in our apart-
ment complex. I shared this bur-
den with our church missions

team. They and others began to
pray. We opened our home for a
once-a-month �get acquainted�
time beginning last January. The
third meeting brought four ladies
who did not know each other.
One of these shared her work as
a massage therapist. We read sev-
eral scriptures where Jesus used
his hands in healing (each one
read a passage). Then we showed
the cross segment from the Jesus
video. These families and others
were invited to a complete show-
ing of the Jesus video on April 11.
Please pray for us. God is so very
good!  BLBL

GUEST PERSPECTIVE

Visit BaptistLIFE online at www.baptistlifeonline.org

Watch for the launch of our new bi-weekly electronic update to BaptistLIFE coming soon!
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James Dixon, Jr.
President of BCM/D

David Lee
Executive Director of BCM/D

Spring has sprung! This is one of
my favorite times of the year.

Despite the oppressive pollen
count, seeing things turn green and
bloom is like seeing the earth come
back to life. The birds are back. The
squirrels are active. I saw one of
the most beautiful butterflies the
other day. People seem to be hap-
pier. The Bay Bridge is backed up
to Annapolis on Fridays. The sun is
shining. I get to wear short sleeves
again. It is spring.

Spring around our house means
�spring cleaning.� You know the
routine. Paint this. Get rid of that.
Clean this. Change that.

�Spring cleaning� around the
church is also a good idea. We tend
to understate the importance of
first impressions. Attractive land-
scaping or clean walls in the fel-
lowship hall don�t win people to
Jesus. I know that. They can, how-
ever, communicate something very
positive to those who are taking a
look at us. A clean, attractive set-
ting can portray that we care, that
we are expecting guests, that what
we do is very important. Dirty

floors and walls, musty odors, and
clutter everywhere can indicate just
the opposite.

Here is an idea for spring. Enlist
a �clutter patrol� to go through
your building. Have them remove
the stacks of outdated materials sit-
ting in the corners. Clean out the
areas where you have stored use-
less materials or equipment. (You
may find some new Sunday school
space in the process!) If possible,
do something about the odors that
tend to collect in church buildings.
A fresh coat of paint works won-
ders. Landscape the outside. Plant
some flowers. 

You will be amazed at the effect
it will also have on your regular
members. You will notice things
you have not seen. There will be a
freshness in attitudes. Individuals
will step forward to get involved.

And while you are at it, why
don�t you clear out those old
processes and programs that are no
longer effective. Replace them with
opportunities for your members to
renew and grow spiritually.     

Consider your spring and sum-

mer schedule. Change to times that
will enable more of your members
to become involved. 

One important word of caution
here! While you are doing this part
of your spring cleaning, don�t
throw the baby out with the bath
water! Baptists are prone to do
that. We shut down discipleship
training opportunities on Sunday
evening without providing other
ways for our members to grow in
Christ. We eliminate our existing
missions programs without provid-
ing new and creative ways to con-
nect our people to the heartbeat of
missions. If something is not work-
ing and you can�t fix it, by all
means, shut it down. But, make
sure you replace the outdated and
ineffective with something that will
better facilitate the accomplishing
of the mission. Enough said!

Enjoy the spring. Be sure to take
time to smell the flowers. Do a lit-
tle bird-watching. Take a spiritual
retreat. Renew your spirit. Allow
God to do his spring cleaning with-
in you. 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! My fami-
ly and I want to take this opportunity to thank

each of you for interceding on behalf of our son
Anthony and his wife, Angela, during the preparation
for Anthony�s recent kidney transplant. [Angela was
the kidney donor for her husband.]  The Bible says
that the prayers of the righteous availeth much, and
oh, how God acknowledged and blessed mightily! The
transplant took place on April 12. With much excite-
ment and anticipation we started out for Washington
Hospital Center at 4:30 a.m.  Within the time frame of
approximately 45 minutes they separated us and took
Anthony and Angela to prep them for surgery. 

After a few hours of waiting we were informed

that Anthony�s blood count had dropped very low, his
heart was not pumping the blood at the correct rate,
and there was a possibility of cancellation.  We contin-
ued to remain steadfast in our faith and praying
knowing that God doesn�t start anything that he does-
n�t finish.  A little while later, after giving him three
pints of blood and other medications, the procedure
was rescheduled as planned.

We received messages throughout the surgery that
kept us informed of the progress of both Anthony and
Angela and everything was going well. After many,
many hours of waiting we received the news that
everything was completed and had gone perfectly. We
were told that as soon as the blood vessels of Angela�s
kidney were attached to Anthony�s blood vessels the
kidney immediately started to function. 

We serve an awesome and wonderful God. His
timing is so perfect and how he orchestrates our lives
is simply mind-boggling. No one knew eight years
ago that my son would marry the very person who
would save his life. His sister, brother, nor I was a
match and Dessie [his mother] was not considered
because of medical problems. However, God had sent
us a ram in the form of Anthony�s wife. What a
tremendous blessing!  Anthony could have been on a
list where there is a two to four year waiting period
but almighty God had another plan. 

I cannot adequately express to you what impact
this experience has had on our lives and how God�s
peace overshadowed us throughout this entire ordeal;
but the one thing I do know, your prayers and the
prayers of others around the world were heard,
answered and appreciated. So once again, from my
family to all of you, thank you, thank you, thank you!

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than
we all ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work
within us, to him be glory� forever and ever! (Eph. 3:20-21
NIV) 

BLBL

BLBL

Prayer results in healing and peace

Spring cleaning necessary to stay fresh
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North Church, Wilmington,
partnered with Calvary Assembly
of God late last month to host a
crusade featuring John Jacobs and
the Power Team, a group of world
class Christian body builders.
Team members blew up hot water
bottles, snapped baseball bats in
half, crushed ice with their heads
and bent steel bars in their teeth.
They first gave attendees a show of
their strength, then their personal
testimonies. The five-day event
was held at Concord High School. 

In preparation for the crusade,
Jimmy Ezell, pastor of North
Church, said church members dis-
tributed 18,000 flyers. Children
gave out bubble gum type cards to
their friends advertising the show.
They worked hard to prepare spiri-
tually. Church leaders asked every-
one to give them a �top ten list� of
prayer needs that were continually
prayed for. Volunteers worked to
learn how to counsel those who
responded to the altar calls.

The Sage senior group at First
Church, Damascus, makes stom-
ach pillows for patients at Shady
Grove Adventist and Montgomery
General hospitals. Jean Coldiron,
spokesman for the group, said the
pillows are meant to comfort those
who have had stomach surgery, so
that while they are resting in bed
they don�t have to worry about
something falling on their sore
incisions.

Each month the volunteers meet
at the church to sew and stuff the
pillows. Coldiron said that the
social aspect of the meetings has
blessed those who participate.
Since fall they have made 80 pil-
lows. 

Dave and Becky McGaffin,
members of Redland Church,
Rockville, head up a soccer pro-
gram for young elementary age
children. Teams play on Sunday
afternoons.

First Church, Savage, is having
a Bible study series based on the

old Andy

Griffith Show. Each Sunday the
group watches an episode and
then talks about the biblical princi-
ples portrayed in the show.
Volunteers prepare desserts from
Aunt Bea�s Mayberry Cookbook.

Youth at Grace Church,
Seaford, will be busy over the next
few months preparing for a mis-
sion trip. In July the group will
travel to the communities of Hell�s
Kitchen and Crown Heights in
New York City. The teens are
preparing financially and spiritual-
ly. Each is required to attend
Sunday school and worship regu-
larly; they�re encouraged to keep
up with their daily devotions and
to read The Prayer of Jabez. To raise
funds for the trip, the youth will
host a talent show early in the
summer. 

Potomac Association, along
with several churches in the associ-
ation, is teaming up with others in
the southern Maryland area for a
new effort to reach the lost � Say
�Yes� Southern Maryland. Over a
dozen churches are participating.
On May 16, SYSM will host a
prayer meeting at the Waldorf
Jaycees Center. On May 19, inter-
nationally known speaker and
author Rodney Cooper will speak
at the St. Charles Town Center. For
more information about the group
and its events visit their website at
www.SayYesSoMD.org.

Clinton Church, Prince
George�s Association, hosts com-
puter classes. Members Susan
Behm and Debbie Lawson are the
instructors.  Students learn the
basics of computers, then move on
to Windows and Word techniques.

Retired Air Force Gen. T. C.
Pinckney spoke at Linthicum
Church, Arundel Association, last
month.  

Pat Kelly, former Baltimore
Oriole and founder and director of
Life Line ministries, spoke at First
Church, Laurel, last month. 

Northwest Church, Reisterstown,
will host a one-day revival featuring
Junior Hill on May 20. Gary Glanville,
pastor of the church, said that Hill is
one of the country�s most sought after
evangelists. Three worship services are
planned: 9:30 and 11 a.m. and at
6:30 

p.m. Special music includes
soloists and the Northwest praise
band. A hot dog supper for chil-
dren will be served at 5 p.m. 

Heritage Church, Annapolis,
hosted the Chesapeake Youth
Symphony Orchestra on May 13 at
the morning worship service.

Village Church, Bowie, hosted
a golf tournament on May 14 in
Upper Marlboro to raise money for
its building fund.

June 3-10, El-Bethel Church,
Fort Washington, will celebrate
their eighth annual Unity Week
and anniversary of their pastor,
James Dixon Jr.  James Futral, exec-
utive director-treasurer of the
Mississippi Baptist State
Convention, will be the guest
speaker. Dennis Wilson from the
Assembly of God Church, Tampa,
Fla., will be the guest song artist.
Services for the celebration
Monday through Thursday will be
held at Whitehall Church, Accokeek.
All are invited to attend. For further
information, call El-Bethel Church. 

Nineteen members from New
Day Church, Perry Hall, recently
attended the Willow Creek
Prevailing Church Workshop held
in Philadelphia. Members attended

a variety of sessions on topics such
as worship, evangelism and cre-
ativity. For more information and
testimonies about the event, visit
the church website at www.new-
daychurch.net.

Whitehall Church, Accokeek,
commemorated their 40th anniver-
sary with a homecoming dinner
and celebration on May 5 and a
special worship service on May 6.

Mark Young resigned as music
director of Colesville Church,
Silver Spring, effective April 16. He
will be serving as associate pastor
at Weems Creek Church,
Annapolis. 

Doug Myers, pastor of Bayside
Church, resigned in March. 

Grace Church, Bryan�s Road,
called Kevin Holder as their new
pastor effective April 1.

Christian Unity Church,
Waldorf, recently installed Rodney
Blackmon as its pastor. Blackmon
is bivocational. He works full-time
at Eugene Burroughs Middle
School.

Rowland Scott is the new pas-
tor of North Point Church,
Baltimore. Scott and his wife,
Helen, are from Marydel on the
Eastern Shore.  

Linthicum Church, Arundel
Association, will have a reception
next month to welcome summer
missionary Andrea Harris. She is
an honor student at Blue Mountain
College in Mississippi.  She will
assist children�s ministry director
Carol Frye. 

Bel Forest Church, Bel Air, had
an ordination service for Craig
Mele on April 8. Mele is serving as
interim pastor of Maple View
Church, Joppa. Dan Sheffield and
William Rivers were the officiating
ministers. Mele has served as a
deacon at Bel Forest for several
years. At the ordination service, the
deacons of Bel Forest presented
Mele with an engraved study 

Bible. 

Church happenings

“Power Team” crusade

Anniversary

Seniors ministering

Staff changes

BLBL
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By Sharon Mager, BaptistLIFE Staff Writer and
Dan Sheffield, Partnership Coordinator

COLUMBIA, Md. �� In conjunction with
BCM/D�s new partnership with Puebla,
Mexico, a group of mission-minded folks from
Maryland and Delaware headed south last
month. The team arrived in Puebla ready to roll
up their sleeves and build relationships.

This trip gave faces to the partnership as
pastors and lay leaders spent time getting to
know Mexico, the state of Puebla, and, more
importantly, the church members of their part-
ner churches.

The mission team was composed of 12 work-
ers � John Gauger, First Church, Perryville;
John Hevey, Friendship Church, Sykesville;
Mike Miller and Derek Hills, First Church,
Easton; Bert Simerson, Ogletown Church;
Michael Freeland, First Church, Crofton;
Segundo Mir, First Spanish Mission, Laurel;
Mark Garrett, Lexington Park Church; Larry
and Wendy Tapscott, Calvary Church, Bel Air;
and Dan and Debbie Sheffield, Susquehanna
Association and Calvary Church, Bel Air. 

After traveling a little over four hours, the
team arrived in Puebla and headed for their
hotels. Missionary Andrew Flagg took them to
their partner churches where they met church
leaders and began to make plans for the sum-
mer and fall.

Friendship Church, Sykesville, is teamed
with Hannaneel Church in Puebla.  Hevey,
minister of education, plans to take a team of 21
to the Hannaneel Church June 16-24. The team
will host vacation Bible school, conduct hygiene

classes and distribute hygiene kits, and host
music programs.

First Church, Easton, is partnered with
Horeb Church in Texmelucan. First Easton
church member Hills will take a team of 12 to
the church July 14-21. Hills is inventorying his
team�s gifts and abilities and working with
Horeb Church to determine a plan.

Ogletown Church and Delaware
Association are teaming up to partner with
Christ is the Answer Church in Puebla.
Simerson will lead a team October 26 - Nov. 4.
Simerson said the team will prayerwalk in the
mornings, then visit in the homes of people in
the community.  They will return after lunch
each day and have Bible classes for children.

The team will also help the church provide
leadership training for deacon ministry, Sunday
school, stewardship, outreach and fellowship
ministries, Simerson said

First Church, Perryville, is partnered with the
Missionary Society of Northeast Puebla State.
Gauger, pastor of First Perryville, will take a
team of 11 August 4-13. Gauger said he is very
excited about this opportunity. The church has
five missions and 20 preaching spots that will
soon be missions. To prepare for the incredible
needs of these new churches, the Missionary
Society has a training program. As people are
saved, Pastor Daniel Alvarez is training them
through a school he has established to preach
the gospel. He is training others to be missionar-
ies and help oversee the new starts. Gauger and
his team will help with some of that training.
They will also be distributing scripture portions
and tracts and helping with construction needs.

Susquehanna Association is partnered with
Bethany Church of San Pablo Actipan. Sheffield,
director of missions, will take a team of 20 to
Mexico July 13-23. Sheffield said the team will
lead vacation Bible school, do door-to-door
evangelism, conduct Bible studies for adults,
spend time prayerwalking and have evangelistic
services.

Others who will be traveling to Puebla this
summer are Heather Malec and Michael
Freeland. 

Malec is a schoolteacher and member of
Second Church, Cumberland. She will serve as
a summer missionary from June 11 - August 6
for the BCM/D partnership, helping Flagg
coordinate mission teams arriving. 

Freeland, a member of First Church, Crofton,
will take a youth team to Puebla this summer. A
date has not been established. 

There are still opportunities for churches to
be involved in this partnership. The following is
a list of needs from Puebla:

God Is Love Church, is in the town of
Oriental, about two hours from the city of
Puebla. Octavio Rodriguez, pastor of the
church, has worked in the northern area of the
state for 23 years and has started seven church-
es. His current church of 22 members is in a
rural town with a population of 22,000 and is
starting four new works in surrounding areas.
He needs help starting churches, with door-to-
door evangelism, scripture distribution, teacher
training, and construction at God Is Love
Church. A hotel is available in Oriental for mis-
sion teams.

CONVENTIONCONVENTION lifePuebla, Mexico: Partners meet

and relationships begin

Continued on page thirteen

Gracious and 
loving Father, help
me to establish the
proper priorities in
my life, and to put
a prayer time with
you high on my list.
I know that if I
don�t choose my
priorities, then life
will choose them for
me, in Jesus� name I
ask it. Amen.

from Prayer: The Greatest Power

BCM/D Consultant/Specialists are available to serve you!
Name: Ministry Specialty: Telephone Ext/E-mail:

Brown, Ron Ministers Continuing Education/Seminary Extension 221/rbrown@bcmd.org

Cavey, Ken Student/Collegiate Ministries and Evangelism 220/kcavey@bcmd.org

Drake, Ronnie African-American Church Development/Men�s Ministries 227/rdrake@bcmd.org

Faris, John Ministers Compensation/Church Treasurers 203/jfaris@bcmd.org

Harris, Wayne Church Minister Relations/Church Development 217/wharris@bcmd.org

Holland, June Bible Teaching/Children�s Ministries 233/jholland@bcmd.org

Jackson, David Church Planting/Restarts/Language Churches 225/djackson@bcmd.org

Jackson, Jimmy Stewardship 208/jjackson@bcmd.org

Jordan, Ken Family Ministry/Church Administration 213/kjordan@bcmd.org

Lee, Sherry Ministers Wives/Families Coordinator 211/slee@bcmd.org

Millwood, Randy Disciple-making/Small Groups/New Church Dev. 219/rmillwood@bcmd.org 

Smith, Aquilla WMU/Adult Missions Education/Special Education 231/asmith@bcmd.org

Solomon, Dee Music/Worship 215/dsolomon@bcmd.org

Udovich, Ellen Direct Ministries/Lay Mobilization/Senior Adults 216/eudovich@bcmd.org

Wilson, Mike Evangelism/Partnership Missions/Prayer 223/mwilson@bcmd.org

Call them today at (800) 466-5290
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O U R  M I S S I O N

BCM/D will intentionally
assist in starting and 
strengthening congrega-
tions so that they can ful-
fill Jesus’ command in
Matthew 28:19-20.

O U R  V I S I O N

By 2010, the BCM/D
will have 600 congrega-
tions with 150,000 per-
sons fulfilling Jesus’
command in Matthew
28:19-20.

O U R S T R A T E G I E S

• Church Planting

• Congregational 
Development

• Leadership    
Development and 
Support

• Missions Involvement

• Resource Development

C R E A T I V I T Y

We believe that the great
things God wants to do
through us require not
only sacrificial time and
diligent effort, but
inspired creativity.  We
will seek unprecedented
results through innova-
tive, effective approach-
es led by courageous,
creative people.  We will
decry complacency and
ineffectiveness rather
than fear failure or
criticism.

One of our 10 Core Values is

CONVENTIONCONVENTION life

Experiencing God

�One of the principles taught in 
Experiencing God is finding out where
God is working and joining him
there.  God was really leading us to
make a major emphasis on
Experiencing God,� Ray said.

Ray began preaching on the seven
realities stressed in the Experiencing
God material �
knowing God is
always at work
around us; he
pursues us for
relationship; he
invites us to
become
involved with
him and his
work; he speaks
to us through
prayer, circum-
stances, the
Bible and the
church; our
response to join
him; the adjust-
ment we must
make in our lives; and experiencing
him through obedience.

�God really began renewing a
passion for prayer. The number at
prayer meetings increased from an
average of 25 to 65 in three months,�

Ray said.
As a climactic

finale to the studies,
the church present-
ed the musical on
April 22. Three hun-
dred twenty people
showed up for the
performance. About
30 responded to the invitation. The
church used the opportunity to

jump-start its second
phase of Experiencing
God �beginning new
classes and offering
them five days a week.
Many people who
signed up for the new
classes weren�t even
affiliated with the
church.

�Our goal is to
have groups meeting
at so many times that
time will not be a bar-
rier,� Ray said.

Other churches are
experiencing similar
successes with the
Experiencing God pro-
gram. First Church,

Frederick, is using the program and was
part of the Blue Ridge Association�s
combined performance on May 5 - 6. 

Larry Eubanks, pastor of First 
Frederick, has been using Exper-

iencing God mate-
rials for six years.
�I actively pro-
mote it,� Eubanks
said. �The con-
cepts are so good,
so true and real. It
moves beyond
head knowledge

and into what the class is about �
experiencing God.�  

Severna Park Church also uses the
program regularly and performed the
musical on Easter Sunday. They also
used the program to kick-off their
new Bible study program.

�It was a tremendous success,�
Lawrence Baylot, pastor of the
church, said. �We had 330 people
come and couldn�t put anyone else
in.� At the invitation time, Baylot
said there were more commitments
made than in the recent history of
the church. �The music is powerful
and the message is clear,� he said.

�Its very important that we learn
to recognize when God is speaking
to us and that we be committed in
doing what he wants us to. We need
to see how God is at work � to rec-
ognize it � without being mistaken,
and learn how to do his will. As it
says in the material �If you find
where God is at work in the world
and join him, you will experience
God,� Baylot said. BLBL

Starting New Churches...Strengthening Existing Ones!

�It was a tremendous 
success...the music is 

powerful and the message
is clear.�

Lawrence Baylot, Pastor
Severna Park Church

Mike Bannister, member of

First, Frederick, leads the Oak

Grove performances as the

worship leader.

Continued from page one

COLUMBIA,
Md. �� In fulfilling
its mission of pro-
viding Christ-cen-
tered professional
counseling to the
churches of
Maryland/Dela-
ware, Centrepointe
Counseling  
Services and

Ministries has opened a new center
in Frederick. The new site is hosted
by First Church, Frederick, and is
supported by Blue Ridge Association.
Larry Eubanks, pastor of First
Frederick, expressed that this part-
nership with Centrepointe has ful-
filled a long-time dream of his to
have a counseling ministry as a part
of their church. David Burt, Director
of Missions for Blue Ridge Association,
expressed his excitement in having a
trusted place of referral for the
churches of the association when
members have a need for marital,
family, and individual counseling.  

Laurie Mombay, M.S., NCC, will
be the counselor at the Frederick site.
Laurie is a graduate of the pastoral 
counseling program of Loyola 
College and for sometime has been a
member of University Church in the 

Baltimore Association. She is relocat-
ing to the Mt. Airy area and is look-
ing forward to building a practice in
the Frederick area. Currently she is
working as an EAP counselor with
Sheppard Pratt Hospital in Baltimore.
She is experienced in individual,
marital, and family therapy with a
focus on depression, anxiety, life
transitions, and chronic mental ill-
ness. She is trained in critical inci-
dent stress debriefing and is a mem-
ber of the American Association of
Pastoral Counselors. She can be
reached at (301)662-7886 or (800)491-
5369.

We are also pleased to announce
the addition of several other new
counselors to our staff. Gerald
Teague, Ph.D., LMFT, is now accept-
ing clients at our Dunkirk center in
Dunkirk Church.  Teague has a spe-
cialty in couples work and is an
approved clinical supervisor with
the American Association of
Marriage and Family Therapy. He
has taught marriage and family
counseling at the University of
Maryland and has over 20 years 
experience as a counselor. In our 
Waldorf center out of Trinity Church 
we now have the privilege of work-
ing with Vickie Elsesser-Vu, LSCW-C,

CTS, who comes to us with 12 years
of experience as a clinical social
worker. She is experienced in indi-
vidual, marital, and group counsel-
ing and specializes in domestic vio-
lence, anger management, and adults
molested as children. Diana Walcutt,
Ph.D. is now working out of our
Lutherville and Glen Burnie centers.
She works with individuals, couples
and groups on issues of relationships
with God and others, anxiety, trau-
ma, substance abuse, and death and
dying issues. She is also a neurofeed-
back therapist.

Teague and Elsesser-Vu can be
reached at (800)491-5369. Walcutt can
be reached on our Baltimore line at
(410)426-2359. They join our existing
staff of the following counselors:
Terry Bates, M.S., LCPC (Middle
River and Glen Burnie locations),
Pam Sinex, M.S., LCPC (Lutherville
and Harford Road locations), Katie
Grogan, M.S., NCC (Rockville loca-
tion), Melvin Pride, M.S., LCPC
(Catonsville and Lanham locations),
Linda Smith, M.A., LCPC (Crofton
location) and Tom Rodgerson, Ph.D.,
LCPC, Director.

Centrepointe Counseling service opens new center

Tom Rodgerson

BLBL



Grassroots preachers to take pulpit during Pastors’ Conference

By Todd Starnes 

NEW ORLEANS, La., (BP)
� An emphasis on personal
evangelism and a report from
the new Southern Baptist
Convention�s Council on
Family Life are on the agenda
for the SBC�s June 12-13
annual meeting at the
Louisiana Superdome in New
Orleans.

�I believe this is going to
be one of the most exciting
conventions we have had in
many, many years,� said
James Merritt, president of
the Southern Baptist
Convention and pastor of
the Atlanta-area First Baptist Church, Snellville,
Ga. �We are going to do everything we can to
keep it [the convention] focused like a laser beam
on evangelism and missions, and people are going
to see some of the fresh and unique things we are
doing in those areas.�

This year�s convention will feature a new
Wednesday afternoon session, set for 3 p.m., to
replace the Wednesday evening session, SBC offi-
cials have announced. As a result, the final con-
vention session will end around 6 p.m.

�We believe messengers will appreciate the
flexibility this schedule will provide, whether in
opportunities for fellowship with Baptist friends
that night or a chance to return home on a
Wednesday evening flight,� said Jerry Johnson,
chairman of the SBC Committee on Order of
Business.

As a result of the time change, Merritt said the
convention will have a somewhat different look.

�We are going to highlight missions and evan-
gelism in ways we�ve never done,� he told Baptist
Press. �We�re going to put our two mission
reports in prime-time slots.�

The International Mission Board will present
its annual report on Tuesday afternoon and the
North American Board on Wednesday morning.

The theme of the meeting,  Until He Comes...Go!
is taken from Luke 19:13: �So he called ten of his
servants and gave them ten minas. �Put this

money to work,� he
said. �until I come
back.��

Theme interpreta-
tions will be present-
ed by Mac Brunson,
senior pastor at the
First Baptist Church,
Dallas; Adrian
Rogers, pastor of
Bellevue Baptist
Church, Cordova,
Tenn.; Kenneth C.
Whitten, senior pas-
tor of Idlewild
Baptist Church,
Tampa, Fla.; Jack
Graham, pastor of
Prestonwood Baptist

Church, Plano, Texas; Robert Webb, pastor of the
First Baptist Church, Malakoff, Texas; and Calvin
Wittman, senior pastor of Applewood Baptist
Church, Wheat Ridge, Colo.

Of particular note is a report from the Council
on Family Life, created
last year by Morris H.
Chapman, SBC execu-
tive committee presi-
dent and chief execu-
tive officer. The com-
mittee, chaired by Tom
Elliff,  a former SBC
president and pastor
of First Southern
Baptist Church, Del
City, Okla., was creat-
ed to spearhead initia-
tives to build a height-
ened awareness of the
needs of families
throughout the SBC
and to work in cooperation with other SBC agen-
cies to provide needed resources and materials for
local churches.

Merritt has called on all Southern Baptists to
increase their evangelism efforts during the New
Orleans meeting.

He is completing his first term as SBC presi-
dent. To date, there are no additional publicly 

announced nominees for the SBC presidency, or
for the two vice presidential offices.

In addition to Merritt�s bringing the annual
message, Fred Luter Jr., pastor of Franklin Avenue
Baptist Church in New Orleans, will preach the
convention sermon at 8:30 p.m. Tuesday � the
first African-American to do so.

�We�ve moved the convention sermon to a spe-
cial slot and we�re going to also feature a 1,000-
voice choir,� Merritt said.

James Dobson, founder and president of Focus
on the Family, will speak during the Wednesday
afternoon session of the annual meeting. Dobson�s
remarks will dovetail a report delivered by the
SBC Council on Family Life.

The week prior to the SBC, the annual
Crossover evangelistic effort coordinated by
NAMB and Louisiana Baptists will penetrate
metro New Orleans with the gospel. Hundreds of
adults and teenagers will participate in mission
opportunities throughout the Crescent City.

In addition, a number of satellite meetings,
such as the annual Pastors� Conference and
Woman�s Missionary Union meeting, will be held

Sunday and Monday
prior to the SBC annu-
al meeting.

The two-day sched-
ule for the annual
meeting will mean
messengers wanting to
introduce resolutions
for consideration must
do so before the start
of the Tuesday after-
noon session.
Messengers who want
to have resolutions
considered are urged
to send them before
the annual meeting to

the Resolutions Committee c/o Convention
Relations, Executive Committee, 901 Commerce
St., Nashville, TN 37203.

The registration of messengers will open at 4
p.m. on Sunday, June 10, and at 8 a.m. on the fol-
lowing Monday through Wednesday.

Additional information about the annual
meeting can be found at www.sbc.net.

CONVENTIONCONVENTION lifeEvangelism, emphasis on family

to head SBC June 12-13 sessions

By Todd Starnes 

NEW ORLEANS,
La. (BP) � The next
generation of pas-
tors in the Southern
Baptist Convention
will take to the pul-
pit June 10-11 in
what Southern
Baptist Pastors�
Conference
President Jerry
Spencer said will be
�an old-fashioned

Holy Ghost meeting.�
�As you know, there are literally

thousands of outstanding pulpiteers
in the Southern Baptist Convention,�
Spencer wrote in a letter to pastors.

�Selecting this year�s preachers has
been done prayerfully with a keen
desire to have a cross-section repre-
sentation of our grassroots con-
stituency.

�These are all �hot-hearted�
preachers � guys who are going to
preach out their heart,� said Spencer,
a retired pastor and evangelist from
Dothan, Ala., in an interview with
SBC Life, the journal of the SBC
Executive Committee. �We also want
to reach out to our younger pastors
this year. There is a great host of
young men who are coming into the
ministry. These men need to be chal-
lenged and encouraged in the great
primary work of the ministry.�

The theme of the SBC Pastors�
Conference will reflect the theme of

the June 13-14 Southern Baptist
Convention, Until He Comes ... Go!

�We�re going to emphasize evan-
gelism � being personal soul-win-
ners and evangelism in your
church,� Spencer told SBC Life.

Each message will focus on a Go!
theme, with the opening session
Sunday evening, for example,
including messages on Go Quickly,
Go Joyfully, Go Together and Go with
Vision, preached by Frank Cox, Bob
Pitman, Rick Gage and Jerry Falwell,
respectively.  Additional speakers
include Sam Cathey, Bobby Welch,
Johnny Hunt, Bailey Smith, Ernest
Easley, and Phil Hoskins, among
others.

Spencer reminded pastors to
arrive at the conference early on June

10. Pre-session music will begin at
5:40 p.m. and will feature eight
choirs from across the country. Jack
Price of McKenzie, Texas, and Denny
Dawson of Franklin, Tenn., are in
charge of music for the conference.
Additional musical guests include
Eddie Middleton, Paul Jackson, Jim
Bob Griffin, Danny Wolfe, Tim Willis
and Susan Cherry to name a few.

Pastors and laypeople can find fur-
ther information about the conference
on the Internet at
www.sbc.net.  
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�We believe messengers will
appreciate the flexibility this
schedule will provide, whether
in opportunities for fellowship
with Baptist friends that night
or a chance to return home on
a Wednesday evening flight.� 

Jerry Johnson, Chair
SBC Committee on Order of Business

Jerry Spencer
President,

Southern

Baptist Pastors

Conference
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For more news about Baptists around the world, visit www.bcmd.org and click on �Links� and go to �Baptist News.�

By Teresa Dickens 

NEW ORLEANS, La., (BP)
� Author and speaker
Rhonda Kelley, Baptist World
Alliance President Billy Kim
and missions professor Daniel
Sanchez will highlight the June
10-11 WMU Annual Meeting
and Missions Celebration at
the Louisiana Superdome in
New Orleans.

The yearly gathering of
WMU members and guests
will be held on Sunday and
Monday prior to the Southern
Baptist Convention�s June 12-
13 annual meeting. Sessions
begin at 2 p.m. Sunday after-
noon and conclude Monday evening. The meeting
will develop the theme, Beyond Belief.

The event carries a $25 registration fee for all
participants. The fee covers admission to all ses-
sions and a special gift. Ministers� wives who reg-
ister also will receive a copy of Kelley�s new book,
A Woman�s Guide to True Contentment.

Along with five plenary sessions, the WMU
event will include a conference track.
Participants may attend three one-
hour conferences on a variety of top-
ics, including Bible study, WMU
ministries and programming, spiritu-
al growth and the work of North
American and international mission-
aries.

Conference leaders will include
several WMU and New Hope
authors including Kelley, Barbara
Joiner, Minette Drumwright, Sarah
Groves, Cathy Butler and Andrea
Mullins.

Participants also are invited to
bring items to donate to New
Orleans-area missions centers oper-
ated by Southern Baptists. Items
needed include socks, resealable plastic bags,
plastic wrap, aluminum foil, disposable razors
and men�s deodorant.

Kelley, wife of New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary
President Chuck Kelley, will speak
Sunday afternoon. Since 1989, she has
been the host of A Word for Women, a
weekly half-hour broadcast on a local
Christian radio station and cable net-
work that addresses topics of interest
to women. She also teaches classes at
New Orleans Seminary on women�s
ministries.

Among her writings are Divine
Discipline: How to
Develop and Maintain
Self-Control, Don�t Miss
the Blessing, Life Lessons
from Women of the Bible
and the Woman�s Guide
Series of Bible studies,

which currently includes studies of
Spiritual Wellness (Colossians),
Personal Holiness and True
Contentment. She also was managing
editor and contributor to The
Woman�s Study Bible.

Kim will speak Sunday evening.
He is pastor of the 15,000-member

Central Baptist
Church in Suwon,
Korea. He also
directs Christian Service, Inc.,
and Far East Broadcasting
Company, and serves with
Youth for Christ, directing the
work in Korea and East Asia.

Kim was elected BWA presi-
dent in January 2000. In this
role, he presides over the
Baptist World Congress, held
every five years, and the BWA
General Council and executive
committee. He works to
strengthen the program of
BWA through messages and
visits to Baptists around the
world.

The 50-voice Korean Children�s Choir will per-
form prior to Kim�s address. The choir is a min

istry of the Far East Broadcasting Company.  Bible
studies during each session will be led by Daniel
Sanchez, professor of missions and director for the
Scarborough Institute of Church Growth at
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in
Fort Worth, Texas.

Prior to joining the seminary faculty in 1983,
Sanchez and his family served as missionaries in
Panama. Earlier, he worked in language missions
with the Home Mission Board (now North
American Mission Board) and in missions and
evangelism with the Baptist Convention of New

York.
In addition to these speakers,

Southern Baptist international mis-
sionaries and International Mission
Board President Jerry Rankin will
be featured in the Sunday evening
session. North American missionar-
ies and North American Mission
Board President Robert E. Reccord
will be featured in the Monday
morning and afternoon sessions.

WMU President Janet Hoffman
of Farmerville, La., will speak dur-
ing the Monday morning session
and WMU Executive Director
Wanda S. Lee will direct a Discover
the Joy of Missions Celebration in
the Sunday evening session.

Each session will feature theme interpretations
by former WMU Executive Director Dellanna
O�Brien of Birmingham, Ala., and Barbara Joiner
of Columbiana, Ala. The women are authors of
WMU�s emphasis books Beyond Belief! Vol. 1 and
Beyond Belief, Vol. 2, respectively.

Musicians for the event are a family trio of
twin sisters Beth Crawford of Charleston, S.C.,
and Gay Howard, Sumpter, S.C., and their cousin
Adair Rogers of Clinton S.C.

For registration information, call (888) 968-0322
or visit ww.wmu.com/annualmeeting.html.

Rhonda Kelley & Billy Kim among WMU missions celebration

speakers at annual meeting June 10-11 in New Orleans

Something for everyone

for this year is built on a travel theme complete
with a travel book for the girls to complete as
they �journey.�  In May and June the girls will
�travel� to hopeful Honduras and to incredible,
fascinating Florida.  For more information they

can click on to
www.gapassport.com for 
activities to make this tour 
even more exciting.        

For boys and girls in grades 1-6 there is
Children in Action. The children become special
CIA agents, complete with identification
badges, as they track down the mission clues
needed to solve the missions mystery. Often
these clues lead them to foreign locations as
they meet missionaries at work.   

Mission Friends is a special missions venture
for all preschoolers and their parents.  The basic 

concepts of sharing and learning about God�s
love are taught to these little ones. Parents are
encouraged to read missions stories and do
activities that involve helping others.

Aquilla Smith is the BCM/D
Consultant/Specialist for WMU/

Adult Missions Education/Special Education
BaptistLIFE
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Daniel Sanchez
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are on target in helping resource
churches.�  

�Revival is breaking out in pock-
ets across the convention,� Lee said.
Churches are signing up for the A
Closer Walk with God strategy.
Campus ministers are focusing on
reaching students for Christ. Lee is
pleased with what is happening in
church planting, Operation
Jumpstart, the Puebla partnership,
and several other areas.
Baptist Home

The closure of Baptist Home was
one of the challenges of the past
year. Lee shared more of the Baptist
Home story with the GMB than had
previously been told. In the fall of
2000, Baptist Home asked BCM/D to
lend them the money to repay their
debts. Allfirst Bank was threatening
to call Baptist Home�s loans.  The
debt was well over $1 million, and
Rainbow Hall was operating with a
sizable monthly loss.  BCM/D did
not have enough money to repay the
debt, and Lee and John Faris,
BCM/D treasurer, believed that to
assume responsibility for the debt
would have put BCM/D in financial
jeopardy. Lee and Faris recommend-
ed that Baptist Home go public at
the BCM/D annual meeting in
November, but Baptist Home chose
not to disclose their financial prob-
lems at that time. At one point, Faris
did call Allfirst Bank and ask them
to give Baptist Home more time, but
the bank refused.  By January, the
Baptist Home trustees had to make
the decision to shut down.  

All along a concern had been the
three people in the benevolent care
program for whom the home had a
moral obligation to provide lifelong
care. These three people have been
moved to facilities as nice as or nicer 
than Rainbow Hall. The endow-
ments for benevolent care are still in
place, and there is enough money to 
provide for these individuals� needs.

After the residents were moved
out of Rainbow Hall, Allfirst did
decide to let Baptist Home sell the
Owings Mills property. Faris said it
looks as though they will get enough
from the sale to totally pay the debts
and possibly have some money left.
Any excess money will go into the
benevolent care funds.  

In 1994, Baptist Home requested
that the tie between BCM/D and
Baptist Home be severed.  At that
time they wanted to start The
Trellises.  The large debt amount was
actually two different loans � one for
the property on Johns Hopkins Road
where they anticipated building The
Trellises and the other was for the
expenses involved in start-up and
marketing.  The state of Maryland
requires a certain percentage of sold
units before
it will grant
permission
to begin
building, and
the advance
sales never
reached that
percentage.
Concerns

An area of
concern for
Lee is in the
area of legis-
lation that
can affect
BCM/D�s
mission.
Maryland�s
state legisla-
ture passed a
bill regarding
homosexuality that poses serious
problems.  In Baltimore, the mayor is
proposing charging churches an
energy tax, which Lee said will just
open a door for other taxes to follow.
Gambling is going to come up again,
and not just at the racetracks. �I
don�t want us to be a political action 

committee, but there are some issues
we need to address that will affect
our mission,� Lee said.  He would
like to have a network in place that
will allow information regarding
these kinds of proposals to get to our
churches rapidly.

Lee concluded his address to the
Board with a list of issues, opportu-
nities and challenges. It included the
breakdown in institutional loyalty;
the technology explosion; the accel-
erating costs of full-time staff (The
cost of medical benefits went up 50
percent for this year.); the cultural
diversity in our area (�Our staff
needs to look more like our con-
stituency.�); cocooning and the
unpopularity of meetings; finding
future church sites and dealing with
hostility to churches in our culture,
along with several other items.
Finances

John Faris reported that there was
a $162,000 surplus at the end of 2000
caused by increased Cooperative
Program giving coupled with not

spending all
that was bud-
geted.  For the
first three
months of
2001, CP giv-
ing is 6.8%
higher than for
the same time
period in 2000.  
Partnership
missions

Mike
Wilson
announced
that two names
will be added

to the Charles R.
Barnes Perpetual
Partnership
Award � that of
Mal Utleye for

his six years as partnership coordi-
nator of the Moldova partnership
and Bert Simerson for his service as
partnership coordinator for both
Rwanda and Latvia.  
Committee, Team and Agency
Reports

BCM/D and the North American 

Mission Board will jointly fund a
position for an Hispanic catalytic
missionary to work in Delaware, and
on Maryland�s Eastern Shore, Tim
Simpson reported for the Admin-
istrative Committee.

Faris, speaking for the Baptist
Foundation of Maryland/Delaware
reported the launching of a capital
campaign called �Legacy of Faith.�     

The ad hoc committees, strategy
teams and agencies all made reports
to the Board.
Business

The GMB voted to dissolve the
Baptist Family & Children�s Services
liaison committee. The relationship
between BCM/D is good, and com-
munication is open. There is no
longer a need for this committee.  

The Board voted to distribute the
2000 budget overage to the Legacy of
Faith campaign, to close out the
Moldova mission partnership and
begin the Puebla partnership, and to
the 2002 budget.

The Board also voted to authorize
writing a resolution expressing con-
cern to the Baltimore City Council
about the proposed energy tax
charge to churches.
Annuity Board health 
insurance

Jim McBride, director of missions
for Delaware Association, told the
Board members of the problems with
the Annuity Board�s health insurance
for Delaware residents.  There are
very few network doctors in the
state. People are driving to Pennsyl-
vania and to Annapolis to go to cov-
ered doctors, or they pay higher
prices to go to out-of-network doc-
tors. Several Board members sug-
gested looking into creating a
Maryland/Delaware health insur-
ance group for BCM/D people
President

James Dixon closed the meeting
with a brief message on The Power of
Being based on John 12, the raising of
Lazarus.  He said there�s just power
in being.  �God has done amazing
things in our lives.  � People stop
by to see the love and to see how
God has moved among us.  �
They�ll want to be a part of us.� 

GMB report (continued from page one)
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Mal Utleye (left)  holding the Charles R.
Barnes Perpetual Partnership Award pre-
sented by Mike Wilson (right). Bert
Simerson, who did not attend, was also a
recipient of this year’s award.

New Orleans
Southern Baptist Convention

June 12-13, 2001

TRAVEL ASSISTANCE
Travel arrangements can be made by calling (888) 705-0103
or by e-mailing to LPirie@trvlnk.com. Southwest Airlines is
offering a 10 percent discount on most flights.  For details,
call (800) 433-5368 using reference ID Code: R4651 Monday-
Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. or Saturday and Sunday, 9:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

SHUTTLE SERVICES
Airport shuttle services to and from hotels is available at convention discount prices. Hotel shuttle 
service will be for downtown hotels only.  Check www.sbc.net for more details.  Please note:  Metairie
properties will not be shuttled.  These include the Best Western Landmark, LaQuinta Inn-Airport, and
Shoney�s Inn.

Louisiana Superdome

HOUSING RESERVATIONS
To make housing reservations log on to www.sbc.net.  Or
call (800) 424-5250 or (615) 782-8612 to request a reservation
form be faxed to you.

PARKING CHARGES
Hotel and Superdome parking charges are expensive.
It is suggested that you use shuttles as often as possible.
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By Beth Clifton
Managing Editor

It�s graduation
time. Young peo-
ple are graduat-
ing from high
schools and col-
leges all across
our two-state
convention �� as

well as across the whole country. It�s a
time of year that makes us think about
the many great teens and young adults
we know. Even in the media, we read
and hear nice feature stories. (This
morning on my way to work I heard a
piece about a high school graduate who
has not missed a day of school since he
began kindergarten!) And, that�s a
refreshing line of thought compared to
the negative publicity that age group
receives much of the time. 

Which brings me to my point. One
of the things I want to do with the
FamilyLIFE page occasionally is to
print a positive story about a young
person. I have in mind teenagers,
specifically, but will certainly consider a
wider age range. I�m asking our readers
to submit stories about teens you know
�� or even teens you don�t know ��
who have performed an act of kindness
or have done something else you
believe is worthy of sharing.  

I�ll get you started by giving an
example.  In this example, I did not
know the young woman. 

One evening after dinner, I went
to the grocery store to pick up just
a few items. The parking lot of this
grocery is arranged so that cars
must drive between the store on the
drivers� left and the parking spaces
on the driver�s right. Consequently,
shoppers coming out of the store
must cross a road with moving
traffic in order to get to their cars.  

On this particular evening, I
followed another car into the strip
shopping center. The supermarket is
the last store, so sometimes the
cars turn up a lane and park before
they get that far. But that night,
the person in the car I was follow-
ing was going to the grocery also.
We got all the way to the Giant,
and I was ready to turn right at the
next row. But, before I got to that
next row, the car in front of me
stopped. Just stopped! In the driv-
ing lane! Then, the driver got out of
the car! In the driving lane! The

driver was a
teenage girl.
She walked
around to the
front of her
car, but she
didn�t pop the
hood or bend

down to look at her tires. In fact,
she went all the way around to the
front of her car, and I couldn�t quite
see her any more.

(I�ll try to not get sidetracked
here about my impatience and my
drumming the steering wheel with
my fingers and saying out loud to
myself, �What is she doing!�)

Finally after waiting a few sec-
onds, and making sure a car wasn�t
coming the opposite direction, I
pulled around the car that was
now blocking my driving lane. As
soon as I got to the side of her car,
I could see what she was doing. I
knew why she had gotten out of
her car and disappeared. (I feel like
Paul Harvey telling the rest of the
story!)

An older woman had been walk-
ing across the driving lanes going
to her car. She was carrying a
small bag of groceries. She had
either dropped the bag or the bag
had broken, and her groceries were
all over the street. The teenager in
front of me had instantly stopped
her car, gotten out, and run around
to the front to help the woman pick
up the groceries. She was stooped
down on the street picking up the
fallen items and chasing the cans
that were rolling away.

This is the kind of story I have in
mind. I know there are a lot of kind,
thoughtful, considerate, generous and
compassionate teens out there. And, I
would like occasionally to feature some
of them on this page. So, please write to
tell us about the good-hearted teenager
you either know or have observed.

If you use names, please get permis-
sion, and tell us that you got permis-
sion. We may not be able to print every
story we get, and those we do print
may be spread out over several months.
We may edit the stories for space.

Send your story to: Beth Clifton,
Managing Editor, Baptist Life, 10255
Old Columbia Road, Columbia, MD
21046; Fax (410)290-6627; E-mail
bclifton@bcmd.org.
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KEN JORDAN
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Dear Ken & Linda,
It seems that no matter what we do, our 10-year-old son

just doesn�t listen to us. We can�t get him to do what he is
told until he�s been reminded 15 times, and then, it�s just
because he fears punishment. We�re at the end of our ropes.
Can you help, please?

Frustrated Mom & Dad

Dear Frustrated Mom & Dad,
It sounds as though you may be working too hard, and

on the wrong things. You must be exhausted from remind-
ing and cajoling and pleading. So, stop. Tell your son you
are tired of nagging, and you know he is probably tired of
listening to you nag. Let him know that you want a more
pleasant atmosphere at home � for everyone. So, there are
going to be some changes:

� When you ask him to do something, state very clearly
what you want him to do. Then ask him to repeat it
back to you so you know you both understand.  For
example, �At 6:00, we are going to church for supper
and choir. You need to walk the dog and do your math
homework before we go, so you can shower when we
get home and get to bed by 9:30.  OK.  What will you do
before we go?�

� After making sure you and your son both know what he
is to do, you will check back with him one time to see if
he is on track.  You will either tell him how pleased you
are that he�s doing what he was asked (�Wow! Thanks
for getting right on your homework so we can be on
time�) or offer one pleasant reminder (�Remember it is
5:00, and your work needs to be done by 6:00�).

� Then you will follow through on your plan.  You will
leave the house at 6:00 as you said you would.  Thank
your son for his cooperation if he has done what he was
supposed to do (�Great job!  It�s so good to have family
cooperation�).  If he didn�t do what was asked, decide
what the consequence will be.     

� Consequences should be natural or logical for the
situation. 
�Some natural consequences for this situation might
be: �Looks like you won�t have your math homework
to turn in tomorrow.�  And, �If Lady makes a mess in
the house, you will need to clean it up when we get
back.�
�  Some logical consequences might be:  �Since you
chose to watch TV instead of doing your homework,
you won�t have TV privileges tomorrow night.� Or,
�Not taking care of Lady will cost you 50 cents of your
allowance this week.� 

� Remain unemotional as you administer consequences.
No yelling, blaming, accusing, etc.

� Express appreciation each time your son does do what
you ask.  Let him know you expect him to do the right
thing, and that is worth appreciating!

Once you make this new arrangement, be sure to follow
through.  Forgetting to acknowledge good behavior or to
carry out a consequence for unacceptable behavior will lead
you right back to your tug-of-war.

Ken & Linda

THE FAMILY CIRCUS®
by Bil Keane

Reprinted in BaptistLIFE with 
special permission of Bil Keane

I figured out  a system for getting
along with my mom.  She tells me

what to do and I do it!

Acts of kindness

BLBL
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By Jane Lippy
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. �� Focusing on the theme,
Around the World with Missions, 170 women and
several men experienced local, national and inter-
national missions during Woman�s Missionary
Union of Maryland/Delaware�s annual meetings at
Virginia Avenue Church, Hagerstown; First
Southern Church, Dover; and Heritage Church,
Annapolis, on April 26, 27, and 28. This year the
traditional overnight event was condensed into
three one-day repeated meetings. The purpose was
to accommodate more women and encourage
younger women to attend, in order to �bring the
message that missions is global,� Aquilla Smith
said. Smith is executive director of WMU of
Maryland/Delaware.

At each meeting, WMU members from church-
es in that particular geographic area of the con-
vention participated on the program providing
music and leading prayers. The officers and
speakers traveled to all three locations and repeat-
ed their reports and messages.
Missions in Action

Arleen Street was one of the traveling speak-
ers. She and her husband, Courtney, are mission-
aries in Suriname. Street looked at Paul�s mission-
ary call as recorded in 1 Timothy 1:11-16 and con-
trasted it with her and her husband�s calls.
Designated as a church and home missionary by
the International Mission Board, she shared expe-
riences from her mission work in South America.
Serita, their household helper, accepted Christ.
Serita�s background is Muslim. �God is working
in her life. We�re praying for her parents and live-
in friend. We�re not there to change the culture �
people are a mixture of English, Spanish and
Dutch, along with many of African descent � but
bring God to them,� Street said.

Maxine Bumgarner, director, church and com-
munity ministries, West Virginia Convention of
Southern Baptists, told all three groups how a
Bible study started last July is now a church with
70 members. �It�s fun to watch people grow in the
Lord. Ask Jesus what he wants you to do,� she
said. She also shared West Virginia�s involvement
in prayerwalking in Bhutan.

Andrea Mullins, director of consulting services,
WMU, Birmingham, Ala., sang God Still Loves the

World and emphasized how God is using women
across our nation to ease the hurts people endure
as a result of poverty, AIDS, and other disasters.
In Birmingham, Mullins is involved in a ministry
to topless dancers in a local nightclub.  �If we are
to witness and share God�s love, we often have to
step intentionally out of our comfort zones,� she
concluded.

Victoria Thompson, Missions Service Corps
volunteer at First Baptist Church, North Pole,
Alaska, spoke at Hagerstown. She told of her mis-
sions involvement in radio, TV, food distribution,
and literacy. Their church service is broadcast over
the entire state, as
well as into Russia,
Japan, and the
Arctic Circle. �You
are going around
the world in mis-
sions,� she said.

The local associ-
ation was repre-
sented at each loca-
tion. On Thursday
afternoon, David
Burt, director of
missions for Blue
Ridge Association,
told how the asso-
ciation has grown
from 18 to 26 churches. �Step out beyond your
door. Go from your place of comfort to where
people are to minister their needs and share the
Lord Jesus Christ,� he said.

James McBride, director of missions for
Delaware Association, told the group on Friday
how the home-baked cookies used at the raceway
had opened doors to witness not only to fans, but
to the drivers as well. This year he anticipates
needing 1,500 dozen homemade cookies.

On Saturday, Arundel Association was repre-
sented by Fred Stumme, Kirk Ritchey, Justin
Butters and Jeromy McDerment. They told about
Arundel�s involvement in student ministry, new
church starts and singles ministry.
Business
Camp WoMeTo

June Liverette, camp committee chairperson,
introduced Harold Longsworth, resident manager. 

Plans are under way for celebrating Camp
WoMeTo�s 50th anniversary June 21-22, 2002. 

An ice cream machine was purchased in mem-
ory of Ernestine Coleman, the former camp com-
mittee head, who died last year. Coleman loved
desserts. The machine was purchased with funds
given as a memorial in lieu of flowers.

�I look so much better in black than red,�

Smith said in her report that the camp is now gen-
erating a profit and no longer receives convention
nor state mission offering funds.

The offerings taken at all three meeting loca-
tions benefited camp renovations and improve-
ments.
Election of Officers

Louanna Beacham, WMU vice-president in
Prince George�s Association and member of First
Church, Laurel, was unanimously elected as the
new president. Cindy Smith, member of College
Parkway Church, Arnold, was elected as record-

ing secretary. The vice-
presidents are the WMU
directors from each asso-
ciation. 
WMU Executive
Director�s Report

In her report, Smith
described her five years
as executive director as a
time of �excitement,
learning, and challenges.
We are busy about doing
missions.� The idea of
�glocal missions,� initiat-
ed by WMU, �was picked
up by Dr. David Lee,
executive director of

BCM/D, and is now part of the missions strategy
for the entire convention,� she said.
Other business

Clarice Johnson, WMU vice-president,
Delaware Association, reported on the reworking
of the by-laws and policies.
President�s Address

�You�ll be better than I am,� Edna Donahue,
out-going president who has served for four
years, told Beachum, in-coming president. In her
closing address, �A Limitless Love,� Donahue
encouraged the women to �use all opportunities
to show love in word, action, giving and going.�
Finally, �Be a blessing!�

Marlene Popp, member of Second Church,
Cumberland, liked the fact that the meeting was
close to home. However, �I try to attend them
all,�she said. 

Gail Taylor, a member of Taneytown Church
who attending the annual WMU meeting for the
first time, said, �It�s helped me understand how
the organization works.� 

Experienced WMU-er, Ruth Nusbaum, also of
Taneytown Church, said, �This was one we could
get to.�

By Aquilla Smith

Woman�s Missionary
Union has missions

possibilities for everyone,
male and female, of all ages.
Realizing that people are at
different entry levels in their
spiritual growth and mis-
sions involvement, WMU is
attempting to assist them
into the world of missions
without it being a painful
experience.

For adults there are the
traditional Women on
Mission organizations for

those who want to meet, study, pray and do proj-
ects with only women. These women meet in
groups according to their particular interest. 

An adult coed option is Adults on Missions.
This is an opportunity for men and women to join
together to be involved in hands on mission proj-
ects. They are also encouraged to participate in
national ministry projects in major cities called
MissionFEST. The next MissionFEST is scheduled
for Philadelphia, Oct. 4-6 and Oct. 7-13, 2001.  In
Sept. 2002 Baltimore will host a MissionFEST.

For those who prefer their information over
the internet, TIME may be the answer. This totally
Internet missions experience is available 24 hours
a day. Learn more about God�s work in the world
and perhaps find your special place in God�s mis-
sion. Find TIME at www.womenonmission.com.

Acteens is for girls in grades 7-12. This gives
girls an opportunity to embrace the truth and
promise of God�s faithfulness and consistency in
this ever-changing world. In May and June
Acteens will learn that change is inevitable but
God�s love for them is constant. They will also
learn to deal with this constant change.

Youth on Mission is designed for boys and
girls in grades 7-12. This summer the group will
focus on the family as they learn what scriptures
say about family relationships. They will be
encouraged to become involved in family mission
projects.

Girls in Action is designed to involve girls in
grades 1-6 in missions education. The curriculum
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WMU annual meeting

New WMU president, Louanna Beacham (left),

receives a plaque from out-going president,

Edna Donahue (center), as executive director,

Aquilla Smith (right) looks on.

WMU has something for everyone
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Koinonia Church is in the southern part of the
city of Puebla. Pastor Ricardo Varela organized
the church in 1999 in a downscale neighborhood.
The church currently has 35 members. They have
no property or building so they are currently rent-
ing a meeting place. They are starting a mission in
a nearby area. They need help with evangelistic
campaigns, door-to-door evangelism, social assis-
tance, small group Bible studies, leadership train-
ing, working with alcoholics and drug problems,
counseling divorced people, prayer support, and
help buying necessary equipment such as tables
and chairs and, eventually, help buying land for
building.

Sinai Church is in the city of Puebla. Pastor
Hiram Paniague, a university engineering profes-
sor, has pastored the church for 11 years. The
church has grown and is healthy. The pastor
designed and built the facility, which they have
outgrown. They bought and paid for a larger
piece of property about a kilometer away and are
evangelizing that area. Since buying it, they have
cleared and leveled the land. They laid the corner-
stone on the church�s 11th anniversary, March 4,
2001.

Paniague speaks English. The church does
things �by the book,� � order, punctuality, and a
complete program of Sunday school and other
programs. They have a mission outside of town

and have organized another church. They need
help with construction and specialized ministries
to the professional class.

New Works in the city of Puebla. Help is
needed working with pastors trying to start new
churches in the city of Puebla. Work will be with
middle and upper class people in Puebla, a city of
2 million people.  The current team includes expe-
rienced pastor Javier Cordero, missionary strategy
coordinator Andrew Flagg, and a few others. The
strategy is to use fewer traditional methods to
reach those who are unchurched. The team plans
to use methods such as seminars, block parties,
athletic events, scripture distribution, English
classes and contemporary music to reach the lost.
Partner churches can also help by giving advice,
praying, encouraging and training leaders, and
investing in ministry sites through construction.

New Works � Urban Class. This project has
the purpose of joining Mexican Baptists and
Maryland/Delaware Baptists together to start
new works among downscale urban dwellers. The
first project, which needs attention as soon as pos-
sible, has begun and has a focus on social min-
istry, distribution of scripture, lower-level leader-
ship training, and team building. There may be an
opportunity in the future to do construction and
develop a fund to purchase land. Partnership
leaders plan for this to snowball and lead to a

number of new congregations, with the principal
leaders coming from the harvest of new
Christians.  

Ebenezer Baptist Church. This is a large, suc-
cessful, missionary-minded, professional class
church that wants a Maryland/Delaware Baptist
partner who will help them achieve the objectives
of fellowship, church planting and leadership
training, both in the city of Puebla and in outlying
areas. The church would like to accelerate its
rhythm of church planting by finding a church
willing to match its efforts in many ways. This
may involve sponsorship of church planters,
development of church planting classes and distri-
bution of gospel portions in new work areas.

Bethlehem Baptist Church is a healthy church
in urban Puebla wanting a partner for a mutually
beneficial relationship emphasizing church devel-
opment and church growth. Projects may include
outreach using scripture distribution, leadership
training, construction of a facility for new work
and prayer walking.

For more information about
the Puebla Partnership, call
Dan Sheffield, Coordinator for
the BCM/D Puebla, Mexico
Partnership, at (410) 939-5525,
or e-mail  him at sheffield
@compuserve.com.
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Change...what’s a church to do?

Congregational Development Training Conference

By Randy Millwood

Someone has sug-
gested that the only

constant in life is
change! That is certain-
ly true for the life of
the church on the front
end of the third millen-
nium. While change
cannot be avoided, it
can be either good or
bad. For example:

Good change:
� changing a baby�s diaper
� changing positions on the sofa to make 

more room for the chips and remote
� changing seasons

Bad change:
� changing lanes on the Beltway at 5 p.m.
� changing from regular Coke to Diet Pepsi
� changing from baseball season to an-            

other sport

The church is in a period of �change� across
the country. Virtually every established church
is facing some kind of change in the near future.
How you handle change may determine how
effective you are at reaching the lost of this gen-
eration. 

If the Church you lead is facing some
change in the next 6 months to 1 year and you
would be interested in a covenant relationship
with similar church leaders, then please contact
me.  BCMD�s new church health center (coming
soon) will be facilitating learning clusters to
address specific changes in participating
churches. 
The commitment will involve the following: 

� access to e-mail
� one face-to-face gathering each month 

with your learning cluster
� accountable learning relationships 

� participation in the Transitioning 
Conference, hosted by Flamingo Road 
Church, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., Oct. 9-11,
2001

� support for others in your group so their 
change becomes a reality as well. 

If you would like to be a part of this process (or
have questions), please call me at (410) 290-5290
ext. 219 for more information.

Randy Millwood is the BCM/D
Consultant/Specialist for 

Disciple-making/Small Groups/
New Church Development

BLBL

AN EXPERIMENT IN ASSISTING 
THOSE WHO EQUIP THE SAINTS:

By June Holland

It is the desire of the Congregational Development
Team to offer quality training for those who min-

ister in the church. This year�s annual training con-
ference will be held July 27-28 at Skycroft. 

The purpose of this conference is to provide
fellow-Christians with an opportunity to discov-
er practical and proven ideas, techniques and
resources for use in a Christian educational pro-
gram. The focus will be uniquely spiritual as we 

consider the developmental needs of the whole person. Please make
plans to attend this conference. Let�s rethink our strategies with other
spiritual leaders, and obtain a spiritual renewal readying us for the next
phase of our ministry.  The worship will feature Ron Willoughby, pastor
of New Hope Community Church, and the New Hope Praise Band. 

This year�s theme is Beyond the Walls through Bible Teaching/
Disciple-making/Deacons/Family Ministry. The cost is $65 per person. 

June  Holland is the BCM/D Consultant/Specialist for 
Bible Teaching/Sunday School/Children�s Ministries

BLBL
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SKYCROFT CONFERENCE
CENTER�� is in need of quality peo-
ple to fill the following positions:
�Cooks � Shift cook leaders with 

experience; management skills a
plus

�Kitchen help � No experience need
ed; flexible hours

�Housekeeper � Motel type experi-
ence a plus

�Life guards � Must be certified and
have CPR certificate

�Grounds keepers � P/T to take care 
of shrubs and beds, along with 
mowing

Please contact Doug DuBois at
(800) 536-6759 ext. 11.  Or  e-mail
him at ddubois@skycroft.org  The
address is 9621 Frostown Road,
Middletown, MD 21769.

MINISTER OF MUSIC AND
YOUTH �� Southern Baptist church
in Baltimore/Washington D.C. met-
ropolitan area is seeking a dynamic
individual to join our ministry team.
The candidate should have a semi-
nary degree with a strong back-
ground in music and a desire to
work with young people. A letter of
interest and resume (to include
names, phone numbers and address-
es of at least three references) should
be sent to: Search Committee, Glen
Burnie Baptist Church, 7524 Old
Stage Road, Glen Burnie, MD 21061.

PASTOR �� Seven Locks Baptist
Church, located in suburban
Montgomery County, Md., is seeking
a full-time pastor. The candidate we
are seeking should enjoy communi-
cating the great truths of the
Christian faith to an ethnically
diverse congregation drawn from a
well-educated community. Our
church holds firmly to its Baptist
heritage while blending both tradi-
tional and contemporary worship 
styles and ministering to persons
from a variety of religious back-

grounds. We are especially interested
in a candidate who can preach with
enthusiasm and conviction and tend
to our flock with grace, compassion,
and good humor. Interested persons
should send a resume, two letters of
reference, and a recent sermon tape
to:  Pastoral Search Team, 5834
Rolling Drive, Rockville, MD 20855.

MINISTER OF EDUCATION ��
Vibrant, growing church is seeking
an individual to work part time in
collaboration with our pastor, staff
and congregation to accomplish the
mission God has put before us.  This
individual must be energetic, with
the vision to develop a dynamic edu-
cation ministry able to reach both
believer and unbeliever.  Must be
grounded in God�s Word, called to
the ministry, with a minimum 2
years of college and 5 years experi-
ence in a church leadership role.
Send cover letter (including personal
testimony) and resume to:
Tabernacle Baptist Church, Attn:
Search Committee Chairman, 121
Bennett Road, Baltimore, MD  21221 or
fax to (410) 686-7944

ASSOCIATE PASTOR �� Country &
Town Baptist Church in Pennsylvania
seeks leader of leaders to support the
senior pastor and coordinate with the
pastoral staff, support staff, and lay
leaders. Specific responsibilities
include Christian education, pastoral
care, outreach, and supervision.
Church averages 500 in worship.
Experienced necessary. Seminary pre-
ferred. Send resume and letter of
application to Chair, C&T Search
Committee, 1822 South Market St.,
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 NLT June
30. Or e-mail to www.ctbc.org

PIANIST �� Evangelical Christian
pianist needed for worship and choir
accompaniment.  $125/week. Call
Gethsemane Baptist Church,
Glenwood, Md. at (410) 442-5853.

PASTOR �� First Baptist Church of
Suitland is seeking a dynamic indi-
vidual who is a great communicator
and has a heart for people of all ages
to serve as pastor. FBCS is a multi-
cultural congregation located in a
community with many opportunities
for Christian growth and outreach.
Candidates are asked to send
resumes to FBCS Pastoral Search
Committee, 5400 Silver Hill Road,
Forestville, MD 20747.

ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF YOUTH
�� Gethsemane Baptist of Glenwood,
Md., is seeking an Associate Pastor
of Youth to develop and lead a com-
prehensive ministry to students in
grades 6�12. We are seeking a spiri-
tually mature and creative leader
committed and called to working
with young people. The Associate
Pastor will need a professional edu-
cation at the graduate level in stu-
dent ministry (this can be negotiated
with the right candidate) as well as
an appropriate amount of experience
in this area of ministry. The
Associate Pastor of Youth will work
closely with our current staff of two
other full-time pastors in leading our
church to be a relevant ministry in
one of the world�s most important
metropolitan areas. We are located in
what many would call a suburban
area; however, we are very close to
two major American cities, Baltimore
and Washington, D.C. To apply,
please send resume to: Personnel
Committee, Gethsemane Baptist
Church of Glenwood, 14135
Burntwoods Rd., Glenwood, MD
21738.  E-mail:  gbcp@gethse-
manebaptistmd.org.     

TEACHERS NEEDED �� Belair
Baptist Christian Academy, grades
K-12. Send resume to P O Box 796,
Bowie, MD 20718, or call (301)262-
0578.

LOWEST LONG DISTANCE ��
4.9¢ (state-to-state) Anytime. In-State
(Md. or Del.) 5.9¢, FREE 800#s 4.9¢,
FREE Calling Cards 12.9¢, NO
Monthly Fees, 6 Second Billing, 24
Hour Customer Service, Home,

Church, Ministry or Business, Free
Information (888) 423-9797.

RETREAT TO THE OCEAN �� The
Baptist Retreat Center in Ocean City
is available for Spring and Fall
Retreats. We can accommodate
groups as large as 65. Adjacent to the
Retreat Center is our church build-
ing, available on request with
kitchen facilities, fellowship hall and
meeting rooms. For booking infor-
mation, please call the Ocean City
Baptist Church office at (410) 289-
6573.

GUEST SPEAKER/EVANGELIST
�� For your next church revival,
youth rally or Sunday worship serv-
ice, prayerfully consider Rev. Frank
Shelton, Jr.  Frank is vice president of
www.christianyouthspeakers.com
and graduated from Gardner-Webb
Univ. (SBC) and Billy Graham School
of Evangelism. Previously, he served
two years as Minister of Evangelism
at Dunkirk Baptist Church and now
travels across America leading the
lost to the Lord. He was saved at age
seven and uses humor, imperson-
ations and incredible illustrations
that Exalt Christ and Encourage
Christians. Please call (301) 843-3773
or visit ww.frankshelton.com

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX YOUR AD
��  Deadlines are three weeks in
advance of publication date.
Publication date is the third Friday
of each month (except January).
Classified advertising is 50 cents per
word (not including contact informa-
tion and words with two or less let-
ters) with a $20 minimum.  10% dis-
count for BCM/D churches and
members will be applied.  Contact us
for display ad pricing. The entire
paper is also online at 
www.baptistlifeonline.org. 
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T O P L A C E A N  A D :

2001 Model: $36,900 (new)
2000 Model: $35,000 (new)

(800) 370-6180
www.carpenterbus.com

� Center Aisle
� Low First Seat
� 2/1 Seating
� Bucket Seats
� More Headroom
� 15 Passengers
� Since 1953

CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC.
�RAISED ROOF� VANS IN STOCK (NO CDL)

LIFEWAY�S EXCLUSIVE BUS SERVICE
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THE BARNA UPDATE

THE CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD
If your church�s newsletter is not

here, it can be for only 
$12  per issue! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL

800.466.5290 ext. 245

Ancient Jerusalem
theme park opens

A replica of ancient
Jerusalem has opened at the
new Holy Land Experience
theme park in Orlando,
Florida. The multi-sensory
park is described as the most
ambitious religious tourist
attraction in the United
States. 

Designed by the high-
tech firm that created
Universal�s Islands of
Adventure, the 15-acre facili-
ty covers Israel�s history
from 1450 B.C., the time of
Moses and the Exodus, to
A.D. 66, the Roman destruc-
tion of the Temple in
Jerusalem. Attractions
include a life-size walled
gate of ancient Jerusalem, re-
creations of Herod�s temple
and courtyard, Jesus� garden
tomb, a street market with
artisans� workshops, a
Bedouin tent, and the caves
where the Dead Sea Scrolls
were discovered. 

The builder, an Orlando-
based ministry called Zion�s
Hope, says that the park was
founded to bring the Bible to
life and communicate the
Gospel.

Research finds U.S.
Latinos leaving Catholic
Church

With each passing gener-
ation, more Latinos are leav-
ing the Catholic Church for
Protestant denominations
and other religions, accord-
ing to a survey released May
4 on Latinos and religion in
the United States. The
new Protestants, however,
tend to retain their cultural
Catholic ethos, keeping their

church-inspired views on
moral issues, the research
showed, as stated in the San
Jose Mercury News.

The survey results ��
given at a conference of
national Latino scholars at
Vanguard University in
Costa Mesa, Calif., �� gave
the public its
first peek at a comprehen-
sive three-year study funded
by a $1.3 million grant from
the Pew Charitable Trusts.

The poll showed that 18
percent of first-generation
Latinos identify themselves
as Protestants, compared
with 33 percent for the third
generation.  Overall, 70 per-
cent of the 35 million Latinos
in the United States are
Catholic and 22 percent are
Protestant, according to the
survey.

Franklin Graham seeks
aid for Sudan

Franklin Graham was the
latest in a long line of
Christian leaders, politicians
and civil rights activists who
have visited southern Sudan to
denounce the enslavement and
persecution of Christians. 

�We�re here in Lui,
Sudan, to help all the people
in the  name of the Lord
Jesus Christ,� Graham said.
More than 2 million people,
mostly Christians, have been
killed in Sudan�s 18-year
civil war.  Tensions have
existed in Africa�s largest
country since the mid-1950s
between the predominantly
Muslim north and the
Christian and animist south.
The latest fighting began in
1983 and has evolved into a
complex war over religion,
oil and politics.

�I am excited to announce
the publication of my latest
book, Boiling Point,�says
researcher George Barna. 
�This is a follow-up to a book I
wrote a decade ago, The Frog
in the Kettle.  The purpose of
the book is to encourage
Christians to anticipate the
future and direct the path of
our culture, rather than to be
overtaken by that culture.�

The book contains sections
devoted to demographics;
generations; values;
lifestyles; technology; medi-
cine and health care; eco-

nomics and business; politics
and internationalization; spir-
ituality and faith practices;
and the state of the organized
church. In each chapter there
are sections describing the
current and predicted future
state as well as strategic
responses that Christians may
make to the coming realities,
challenges and opportunities.

A more extensive descrip-
tion of some key findings in
the book are in the full report
that is now online at
www.barna.org.

(from the April 16, 2001 The Barna Update)

Researcher predicts mounting challenges to the
Christian Church

Music industry exec notes impact of
contemporary Christian music

MILL VALLEY, Calif. (BP) �Contemporary
Christian music may not have started in the
church, but its profound impact on the
church is undeniable, said John Styll, presi-
dent of Nashville-based CCM Commun-
ications and chairman-elect of the Gospel
Music Association.

�In the annals of sacred music history, this
type of expression is unprecedented in its
growth and popularity,� said Styll, guest
speaker for the new
Worship and Music
Lectureship series at
Golden Gate Baptist
Theological Seminary
April 5. The event was
hosted by The Bill and
Pat Dixon School of
Church Music at the Mill
Valley, Calif., seminary.

Historians, Styll
noted, generally view
�three streams� of
church music:

� The monophonic
music of the early church
and then the more com-
plex musical forms of the
first 1,500 years of
church history. �As com-
posers began experi-
menting with complex
musical forms, it began
to leave the congrega-
tions as spectators rather
than participants as
trained choirs took over.�  

� The simpler music
following the Reformation that allowed
congregations to sing again. �This returned
to the notion of uncomplicated music that
even non-musicians could participate in.
This gave rise to many of the wonderful
hymns and congregational  singing.�

� The �gospel music� of the last two
centuries. This third stream, �[which]
began in camp meetings and revival servic-
es, has become a multi-million-dollar
industry,� developing into an entertain-
ment medium with parallels to the secular
music industry.

Total sales in the CCM industry have
grown from $83 million in the mid-1980s to
nearly $700 million last year, with 44 mil-
lion units sold last year, half of which were
purchased in mainstream music outlets.

CCM is not a style of music in and of
itself, Styll said, but is
�derivative of other
styles [and] at this
point virtually any
style of music that you
can think of has a
Christian counterpart.�
He noted contempo-

rary Christian music is the only category in
the Grammy nomination process defined
by lyrical content.

While there are many styles of CCM,
contemporary/pop is the most popular,
but the �praise and worship� category is
quickly growing. The �Songs 4 Worship�
recently released by Time-Life Music is the
most successful �rollout� in the company�s
history, with a half-million sold in the first
90 days.

The church, too, has become �hungry
for contemporary praise choruses,� Styll

observed. �It has
become known: do con-
temporary worship and
your church will grow;
resist and die, or at
least stagnate.� Praise
choruses are often
defined by music con-
temporary in style but
with shorter texts than
hymns.

New praise chorus-
es, from all around the
world, have flooded
the market, with hun-
dreds of new songs
being published every
year. A company that
provides licenses for
churches wanting to
publish copyrighted
lyrics has more than
240,000 songs in its
database.

The music that is
today called �modern
worship� is a mix of
contemporary Christian

music and praise choruses, Styll said.
�Today there are worship bands ... using
extremely contemporary musical idioms
but worship-oriented lyrics. Worship
music [is] now popular and commercial.�

Styll said contemporary worship is the
biggest issue facing the church today
worldwide and he expects it to change
again with the generations.

�What contemporary Christian music
has done is make the worship experience
more relevant and therefore more mean-
ingful to a new generation,� he said. �But
the danger is, contemporary music is very
performance-oriented. The line between
worship and entertainment can very easily
get blurred. Music in worship should draw
our attention toward God, but contempo-
rary music often draws attention to itself.�

Things could change in the future, Styll
said. Emerging generations of young peo-
ple already may be rejecting some ele-
ments of contemporary worship. Styll
noted a recent interdenominational survey
of people in their 20s revealed their �deep-
est desire is to have a genuine encounter
with God� and they seek to �recover depth
and substance� in worship.
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John Styll, chairman-elect of

the Gospel Music Association,

in a lecture at Golden Gate

Baptist Theological Seminary
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