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WHAT’S INSIDE?

It�s your story...we just tell it!

By Rhonda Owen-Smith
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

BALTIMORE, Md. — George
McCalep, Jr., a renowned pastor
and author from Atlanta, rekindled
the flames of faith, hope and love
during the June 24 African
American Fellowship at Colonial
Church, Randallstown. The evening
service included prayers, songs and
instructions that 
complemented McCalep’s message.
The fellowship was among African
American BCM/D churches; how-
ever, McCalep’s message was for all
churches. David Lee, BCM/D 

executive director, mentioned the
need for BCM/D churches to come
together in unity to affect the
Maryland and Delaware region in a
major way. James Dixon, Jr.,
BCM/D president, encouraged all
pastors to fully participate in the
convention together. He envisions
the elimination of “them and us.”
He says “we” will make a 
difference together.

McCalep challenged the 
attendees to, “get over petty things
that are not salvation issues. We are
more alike than we are different.
Concentrate on the Christian 

African American Fellowship focuses on spiritual

rekindling

Continued on page seven

By Sarah Wilson
BaptistLIFE Summer Intern

BOSTON, Mass. — Sixty-five 
students from Maryland and Delaware
assembled in Boston June 23-29 to take
part in life changing ministry projects.   

The group was comprised of three
BCM/D churches — Fair Haven
Church, Delaware Association; Second

Church, Cumberland; and Trinity
Church, Waldorf. They were joined by
Seneca Creek Community Church, 

Germantown, who discovered Epic-
Adventures on the Internet.   

EpicAdventures organizes groups of
students and adults and collaborates
with church planters to do ministry
projects in mega cities. “The vision of
EpicAdventures is to make the world
different by engaging people in life
changing servanthood evangelism
adventures,” explains Nicholas Allen,
vice president.

According to Daphne Stevens, a
member of the EpicAdventures team,
“Servanthood evangelism is doing an
act of kindness with the intention of
sharing Christ.”  

The first two days in Boston were
spent training and preparing for the
week ahead.  Students learned a form
of evangelism based on Romans 6:23
called “One Verse Evangelism.” Allen
and Stevens taught about servanthood
evangelism and the importance of
prayer walking. The EpicAdventures
team encouraged the participants to
exhibit attitudes of service, sacrifice
and kindness throughout the week.
Jason Hatley and Dave Snider, mem-

bers of the band Blind Camper, also
led upbeat praise and worship 
music during these sessions. 

On Monday students went out to
ministry sites where they worked for
the remainder of the week. Three 
different project sites were organized
throughout the Boston metropolitan
area. 

In the city of Boston students
worked with City on a Hill Church, a
new church start. They spent intense
time prayer walking in the neighbor-
hoods around the church. While pray-
ingthey also handed out bottled water
and literature about the church. 

65 students from MD/DE
minister in Boston

Continued on page five

Students and chaperones from Trinity Baptist Church,Waldorf,

pose for group photo at Winthrop Beach, Massachusettes.

Students from Second Church,
Cumberland, do garbage cleanup at
Winthrop Beach, Massachusetts.

SBC, New Orleans 2001 Report on pp. 9-12
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Dear Editor
Earlier this month, our association began its eighth

year sharing Christ at the NASCAR races in Dover.
Our outreach activities we do include the distribution
of homemade cookies to the race fans and race teams.
We have seen this ministry grow on a steady basis. It
was just a few years ago that we gave out 500 dozen
cookies. During the recent June race we gave out a
record high of 1,800 dozen cookies. This unique out-
reach could not take place without the generosity of
Southern Baptists across our two-state convention. 

On behalf of the Delaware Baptist Raceway
Ministry I want to thank everyone for the effort 
they made to purchase ingredients, bake and deliver
dozens and dozens of homemade cookies. You were a
part of spreading the gospel through scripture and
cookies to countless numbers of race fans and
NASCAR teams. I hope you will help us share Christ
through homemade cookies at the Sept. 20-23 race
weekend at Dover Downs.  

Joy,
Jim McBride

Director of Missions
Delaware Baptist Association

Thanks for the cookies

Summertime and the livin’ is
easy ... at least that’s what the

song says.  I hope that for you
this summer is providing some
well-deserved rest and relaxation.
Our beautiful two-state conven-
tion offers no better setting for
vacations whether your taste
includes the beach, the moun-
tains, the city or the farm.

I am personally ready for the
pendulum of my schedule to
swing back toward a more sane
level for a while. I am reminded
of songwriter Ralph Carmichael’s
lyric that says:

“There is a quiet place far from      
the rapid pace where God can 
sooth my troubled mind. 
Sheltered by tree and flow’r,
there in my quiet hour with him,
my cares are left behind. Whether
a garden small or on a mountain
tall new strength and courage 
there I find. Then from this quiet 
place, I go prepared to face a new
day with love for all mankind!”

I know that Carmichael is talk-
ing about a daily quiet time with
the Lord.  But it occurs to me that
all of us need both the daily expe-
rience of solitude with the Lord as
well as periodic times of respite
from our regular tasks and re-
sponsibilities. Even Jesus under-

stood this principle. In fact he
modeled it perfectly. The Gospel
of Mark records the balance with
which Jesus lived his life. With all
that he had to accomplish during
his shortened life, Mark says that
Jesus took plenty of time off.
Before dawn each day, he arose
before everyone else and went off
to pray alone (Mark 1:35).  He got
his sleep even when everyone else
was awake (Mark 4:38). He
retreated temporarily from all the
ministry opportunities to refuel
the batteries of his body, mind,
and soul (Mark 6:31). At times
he focused his attention on those
closest to him (Mark 9:30-31). And
he even went to the mountaintop
to provide a fresh perspective for
Peter, James and John (Mark 9:2-4).

My biggest challenge in this
arena is not with the desire for a
pendulum shift, but with how
and when to apply the brakes in
my schedule before my body has
to tell me in ways I don’t like.  I
guess the sheer pace of modern
living deceives us into thinking
that we are simply being lazy
when we step off of the “tread-
mill” for a time.           

The fallacy here is that unless
we follow our Lord’s example, we
will become an early victim of

burnout or even premature death.
Neither of these eventualities are
in the will of God for our lives.
My prayer for you and me this
summer is:

“Slow me down, Lord. Ease the
pounding of my heart by the quieting
of my mind. Steady my hurried pace.
Give me, amidst days of confusion,
the calmness of the everlasting hills.
Remind me of the fable of the hare
and tortoise; that the race is not
always to the swift; that there is more
to life than measuring its speed.  Let
me look up at the branches of the
towering oak and know that it grew
slowly and well.  Slow me down,
Lord.  Amen!”

Bob Simpson
Editor

PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES 

Does your pendulum ever shift?

BLBL

BLBL

LETTERS TO THE EDITORLETTERS TO THE EDITOR



My wife, Sherry,  and I have been doing a
little furniture shopping. We enjoy doing

that, but we both admit that it can be a chal-
lenge. We share similar tastes in furniture. We
generally like new things that look old. Our dif-
ficulty comes in the way we view colors and
decorating schemes. We have come to a com-
mon rule of thumb. When we find a piece of
furniture that we both agree on, we buy it! 

It is not often that Baptists can find some-
thing that all of us can agree on. (The truth is
that we have more things in common than we
sometimes are willing to admit.) Maybe a simi-
lar rule of thumb would apply here. When we
find something that we can agree on, we had
better act on it.

I came away from the Southern Baptist
Convention with a deep sense that an issue has
been placed before us that ought to enable us to
join hands together to make a difference. Our
families are in trouble. The latest census data
has served as a wake-up call. I encourage you
to search the web and get a feel for what has
happened. The numbers themselves are fright-
ening. One statistic, however, is most disturb-
ing. James Dobson indicated in his address that
the divorce rate in the church has surpassed the
divorce rate in the unchurched population. We
also have the raw data of the moral decay that
is destroying homes and families.

I want to issue a call to all of us
• Give priority attention to the health of fami-
lies in your community. A Closer Walk With
God involves fostering loving relationships.
• While with one hand you are raising without
apology God’s ideal for the family, with the
other hand reach out in love and grace to those
who are suffering because they have not
achieved that ideal. I warn you. This will not be
an easy task. It will require much boldness,
patience and prayer.
• Begin in the church. The biblical precedent is
to begin in the house of God. Before we can
make a significant impact on society at large,
we must clean up our own house.
• Strategize for both preventative and rescue
ministry. It is much more productive to build
fences at the top of the hill than it is to just sup-
ply ambulances to pick up those who fall to the
bottom of the hill.
• Let’s roll up our sleeves and get dirty. It will
not be enough just to rave against society’s ills.
We as believers are going to have to personally
touch the lives of those who are hurting with
the compassion of Jesus Christ. That will
require time and resources.
• Let’s do it together. There is a real synergy
that results when brothers and sisters in Christ
join hearts and hands together.

• Consider that a ministry focus on families 
may be the best entrée to evangelizing families
in your communi-
ty. Care for fami-
lies is one of those
areas where we as
believers still have
a credible pres-
ence.
• Do not hesitate
to look to us for
assistance. Our
staff, as well as
Baptist Family
and Children’s
Services staff,
stands ready to
help you explore
ways of impact-
ing families.

It is worthy of
note that the two
most significant institutions of which we are a
part are both referred to as “family.” Let’s rally
the family of faith to impact our homes. God
will honor our effort.

David Lee
Executive Director of BCM/D

Families require priority attention now!

The right response to what the Lord is doing
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Ialways look for-
ward to going to

family reunions. It’s
great to see your old
favorite relatives
and meet the new
ones who have
come to be a part of
the family by mar-
riage or new births.
This describes the
way I felt when I
attended the
Southern Baptist
Convention. 

Oh what a joy it
was to see old
friends and

acquaintances, as well as meet new brothers
and sisters in Christ. The atmosphere of the
convention was very wholesome with a real
spirit of family and togetherness. I must admit I
wasn’t sure how the business sessions would

turn out but God moved in a mighty way and
all was done in peace. To God be the glory!

It is so important that we as Christians live
and handle God’s business in an orderly fash-
ion and with a spirit of unity. The world is
always watching through the media and other
means, and we need to make sure that what
they see represents Godliness. 

One of the highlight moments I experienced
was witnessing, for the first time, an African
American preacher, pastor, brother and friend
bring the annual message. [See full article on
page 8.] The overall support and camaraderie
seemed to be genuine and loving. The message
was challenging and thought provoking as Fred
Luter shared with us the comparison of how
God sees sin and how the world sees sin using
the letters of the alphabet from A to Z. We must
look and see things as God sees them, love the
way he loves, and feel the way he feels in order
to do that which pleases him. 

Oh how awesome God is; his timing is his
own and so perfect. With all the involvement of

African Americans in the convention and the
many years it has been established, it seemed so
natural to me that Dr. Luter would bring the
message at such a time as this. As I spoke with
others after the evening service we all agreed
that there was a certain awe about the place
and sensed that we were on the cutting edge of
change. 

It is my prayer that we continue to move for-
ward — hoping and expecting God Christ
Jesus, painting the picture as God would see it,
with no COLOR, just LOVE!

BaptistLIFE
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James Dixon, Jr.
President of BCM/D
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The Philippine International
Bible Church, Olney, now meets at
Olney Church’s facilities, worship-
ping in the afternoon. Nardito
Manalang pastors the approximate-
ly 65 member Philippine Church.
Both churches see the situation as a
partnership. Manalang spoke in
Olney’s worship service on June 10.
On June 17 both congregations
joined together for a fellowship, fea-
turing Philippine style food. The
churches hope that in the future the
children from both churches can
begin meeting together for Sunday
school.

Patterson Park Church,
Baltimore, partnered with Johns
Hopkins–Bayview Hospital last
month to host a community block
party and health fair. Visitors
enjoyed puppet shows by the
church’s puppet troupe “Heavenly
Hands,” children’s games, music,
balloon art and face painting.
Health professionals offered free
blood pressure screenings, pul-
monary function and strength grip
tests, and nutrition information. The
event served as a pre-registration
for the church’s upcoming vacation
Bible school and a church-spon-
sored Crosspoint sports camp.

Another community outreach
Patterson Park Church is hosting
through the summer is a reading
program. The church purchased
children’s books that kids can bor-
row. Children earn prizes for read-
ing and come to hear volunteers
read stories each week.

Catonsville Church, Baltimore
Association, will have vacation
Bible school July 29 – Aug. 3 for
children age four through adults.
The church will use Concordia
Publishing House’s Mystery
Mansion curriculum. Teachers will
use stickers as incentives for atten-
dance, bringing visitors and learn-
ing memory verses. At the end of
the week, students will be able to
select “glory gifts” from a prize bas-
ket. As a finale, the church will host
a Friday Fun Fellowship dinner
with sandwiches, juices and
desserts.

Members of Tabernacle Church,
Fort Washington, hosted a

“Churchyard
Kids Club”
June 25 – 29. 

The event was an outreach to the
community of Middlesex. The chil-
dren enjoyed story time, music,
crafts and recreation.

Grace Church, Pasadena, had a
Veggie-Tale party the end of June.

Children dressed in
their favorite Veggie
outfits played games
and watched VeggieTale
videos. 

Alpha Church,
Wilmington, held vaca-

tion Bible school July 16 - 20. The
theme was “Jesus to the Rescue.” As
a VBS kick-off, local firefighters,
police officers and paramedics
brought their equipment to the
church and gave rescue demonstra-
tions. Church members servedfree
food and gave out balloons.

Members of Weems Creek
Church, Annapolis, celebrated the

church’s 50th anniversary last
month with a banquet on June 9
and a picnic on June 10. Roland
Smith, former pastor of the church
for 37 years, was the guest speaker
at the banquet. The picnic featured
a water slide, a moon bounce for
the children and horseshoes for the
adults.  

Maryland Point Church,
Nanjemoy, will celebrate its sixth
anniversary on Aug. 5.

First Church, La Plata, will cele-

brate their 41st anniversary with a
homecoming service on August 19.

The choir at Tabernacle Church,
Baltimore, is celebrating Christmas
in July this month. Members will
enjoy a roast turkey dinner with the
trimmings while they preview the
upcoming Christmas musical.

Edgewood Church, Susque-
hanna Association, hosted a nurs-
ery department shower and covered
dish dinner recently. Nursery work-
ers posted a list of items they need-
ed. Guests at the shower brought
gifts or monetary donations and
enjoyed an afternoon of food and
fellowship. 

The women of Second Church,
Cumberland, are collecting bath
towels, washcloths, soap, tooth-
brushes, toothpaste, combs and
shampoo for prisoners. They are
also busy baking cookies for Baptist
student ministry care packages. 

Trinity Church, Waldorf, had an
anger workshop for adults and
teens last month.

The ladies of Mason Dixon
Church, New Freedom, have a
“Mom’s Morning Out.” Recently
the women visited a local teahouse. 

Members of Edgemere Church,
Baltimore Association, are anxiously
awaiting July 29. That’s when
they’ll have a luncheon after the
church service and open a time cap-
sule, about the size of a cigar box,
left from 1976. “We don’t know
what group in the church made it,”
Erik Garthe, pastor of the church,
said. “It could be the whole church,
adults, youth, children, or pre-
school. It may be significant. ... It
may be several drawings from a
pre-K class. We don’t know. But it
will be fun.” 

Faith Church, Knoxville, is hav-
ing a used book drive to stock their
library. They’re collecting gently
used Christian books, devotionals,
reference materials and Christian
children’s novels. 

Whitehall Church, Accokeek,
honored members who have been
active in the military at a recent
worship service. Members sang the
national anthem, recited pledges to
the United States flag, the Christian
flag and the Bible. Service men and
women, in their uniforms, gave
their testimonies, performed a flag
ceremony, and played taps. The ser-
mon was titled “God’s Promise to
You Is Freedom.”

First Church, Berlin, has
changed its name to Berlin First
Baptist Church. 

Youth from Landover Hills
Church, Prince George’s Association,
left on July 6 for a mission trip to
Jefferson City, Tenn. The teens
worked with Appalachian Outreach,
a poverty relief ministry, repairing
homes and sharing their faith. They
stayed at Carson Newman College.
The youth raised money for the trip
by hosting a dinner, car washes, yard
sales and sponsoring a “rent-a-teen”
event. In preparation for the trip the
teens completed a 13-week mission
skills study. They were commis-
sioned on June 17.

John Cokendolpher joined the
staff of North Arundel Church,
Glen Burnie, last month as the
church’s pastor of discipleship. The
church welcomed Cokendolpher
and his wife, Jeanette, with a picnic
and “pounding.”  Pounding the

pastor is an old tradition. Everyone
brings along a pound of something
— flour, sugar, nails, etc., to wel-
come the new family.

Tommy Rowe of Mechanicsburg,
Penn., has been called as minister of
students at First Church, Laurel.  He
will begin his ministry there on August
1. Rowe is currently serving as youth
evangelism associate for the
Pennsylvania/ South Jersey Baptist
Convention. Prior to that he served for
11 years as minister of youth at Bethel
Baptist Church in Yorktown, Va.  He is a
graduate of Campbell University and
Southastern Baptist Theological
Seminary. He and his wife, Cheryl,
have two teenage sons. 

Kevin Davis recently became the
associate pastor of Hughesville Church,
Potomac Association.
Davis is a native of South
Carolina. He is a recent
graduate of Southern
Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville, Ky.

Columbia Baptist
Fellowship has called Homer D.
Carter, of Rockville, to be their
interim pastor, effective August 1.

Tammy Sheppard
Sollenberger from
Edgewater, received
the Bachelor of
General Studies degree
in Christian education
on May 18 at New

Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary.

Sollenberger, married to Brian
Lee Sollenberger of Edgewater,
Md., is the daughter of Christine
and Richard Edmonds of Edge-
water, and Sharon and Mike
Sheppard of Dundalk. Her home
church is Riva Trace Church,
Annapolis. 

Jooyean Pauline Lee from
Potomac received the Master of
Arts in Intercultural Studies degree
on May 26 from Southeastern
Baptist Theological Seminary.   

CHURCHlife comes from two primary sources.  Most items come from the newsletters and bulletins that are mailed to BaptistLIFE. The other source is press
releases from individual churches or associations. If the intent is to promote something in advance of the event, please send the information no later than
one month prior to the “issue date” which is the 3rd Friday of every month (except January). We prefer the information in electronic form via e-mail to:
srmwriter@aol.com or you may fax it to (410) 290-6627.  Obituaries are usually edited due to space restrictions. However, the entire obituary as received is post-
ed on www.baptistlifeonline.org.
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Does your church sponser a 
Christian school?

BaptistLIFE will publish a 
directory of BCM/D church-spon-
sored Christian elementary and high
schools in our next issue.  To have
your school included, please send
the name, address, telephone, e-mail
and/or web information and a short
caption about what your school
offers to: Sharon Mager, c/o
BaptistLIFE, 10255 Old Columbia
Road, Columbia, Md. 21046 or 
e-mail it to her at <srmwriter@aol.com>
The deadline for receiving this
information is July 30, 2001.



In Winthrop Beach students minis-
tered by distributing free water and
asking for prayer needs. While prayer
walking in the surrounding neighbor-
hoods they disposed of garbage and
thoroughly cleaned playground
equipment at the beach and in parks.
The groups also played ultimate
Frisbee in an effort to reach young
people through sports evangelism.  

Students worked in
Waltham, Mass., with
church planter David
Callahan to organize
and promote a block
party held in the
Waltham Common. In
preparation for the
party, groups prayer
walked around the
Common daily.  They
canvassed neighbor-
hoods and businesses in
Waltham spreading the
word about the block
party and St. Thomas
Community Church, the
new church plant.  Prayers were
answered and doors were opened
through the students’ efforts.  A
group of girls from Trinity Church
went into the newspaper office to tell
the employees about the block party.
The girls came out with a free ad
about the party in the local paper.  

The block party was a great suc-
cess.  “We’ve had 25 decisions for
Christ made and have successfully

helped to launch a core group for St.
Thomas Community Church pas-
tored by David Callahan,” said
Hatley, also vice president of
EpicAdventures. 

Approximately 400 people from 
the community gathered in the
Common for hot dogs, music and
fellowship.  Prayer tables were set
up, and students were trained to

pray and witness to people.  Mario
Ortiz from Seneca Creek Community
Church had the opportunity to pray
with many people and lead several
people to the Lord. God’s hand was
evident. 

At the end of the week, mission
team students shared how Christ
worked in their own lives. Not only
had they reached people, but through
ministering to others God spoke to

them. 
Ray Wheeless, a vocational evan-

gelist, spoke of the difference he wit-
nessed in the mission team. “I’ve
seen the groups and the individuals
in the groups grow noticeably in
maturity and spirituality since they
got here on Saturday.”

“It’s not only you meeting some-
one else’s needs, but also a way of

meeting needs in your life
by being needed yourself,”
he explains to account for
this growth.

Rachel Orsie, Trinity
Church, is one student who
grew in this way. “This
week helped me realize
that I have to serve Jesus
and do stuff for Jesus for
me to become closer to
him.”   

Other students broke
free from their comfort
zones to share the love of
Christ.  Mike Porter, Trinity
Church, became more com-

fortable sharing his faith. “I’m a real-
ly verbal person, but I don’t always
talk about the Lord. It’s hard ... but
God has an awesome way of show-
ing what you can actually do.” 

“There was an impact made in
the community. The churches in this
area are used to churches preaching,
but not actually doing anything for
the community.  The important thing
was that all the groups here repre-

senting Maryland and Delaware just
really showed the love of Christ in a
tangible way,” Callahan says about
the work of the group in Boston. The
ministry specifically helped his
church establish a name and rapport
in the community.  

“Students and adults have been
able to go out with a servant heart
not representing their own church,
but actually representing a church
planter in the area giving him the
manpower that he needs to start his
church and get it off the ground,”
Allen says. He prays that these
churches will be changed by their
experiences in Boston. “We make the
world different by giving these 
participants opportunities to see God
work in them so that when they go
home the adventure doesn’t stop. It
really just begins because they can
share Jesus by being a servant every-
day all day wherever they are.” 

(EpicAdventures held other evangelism adven-
tures in Baltimore/Washington, Philadelphia
and New York City this summer.  Next sum-
mer the organization hopes to go international
with EpicAdventures London. For more infor-
mation about booking a servanthood evangel-
ism adventure next summer call toll free (800)
264-5129 or visit the website at 
www.epicnow.org)

Youth do hands-on ministry in Boston
Continued from page one

Students and chaperones from Second Church, Cumberland,

and Fair Haven Church, pose for group photo at Winthrop

Beach, Massachusettes.
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By Frank Yoakum
Volunteer BaptistLife Correspondent

BEL AIR, Md. — It was a hot,
sticky, muggy day –– the last day of
the month of June. But the typical
summertime Maryland weather did
not deter 30 boys and 31 counselors
from their solid participation in this
year’s BCM/D Pinewood Derby and
Field Day, held at Oak Grove Church, 
Bel Air.

Led by Jim McBride and Norman Grafton, four
BCM/D churches were represented at the event:
Oak Grove Church, North Harford Church,
Jarettesville, Middle River Church, and First
Church, Laurel.

After registering, an incredible Royal Ambas-
sadors Bible quiz
(46 questions plus
naming the books
of the Bible) and a
short time of fel-
lowship and
showing off some
fancy NASCAR-
type race cars, the
boys were divided
into age groups.
Some hit the clam-
my outdoors for
field events; some went to a special area for sword
drills; and others fired up the racetrack.

The first race of the day involved the seasoned
drivers, the Crusaders (boys grades 4-6).  Sixteen

drivers and their pit crews watched
as the cars were put through their
paces. Eighteen heats later, there was
a clear winner. With the fastest speed
of the day of 169.93 miles per hour,
and an average overall speed of
169.16 for all heats, Ronald Shoupe of
First Laurel took the winner’s flag.
David Harrington of Oak Grove fol-
lowed him at 167.40 mph, and Philip
Roszak, also of Oak Grove, took third
place at 167.16 mph.  Kevin Hall of

Oak Grove had the second fastest heat at 169.20
mph, but placed seventh based on average speeds
of all heats.

After lunch, the Crusaders took to the sultry
field and the Lads (boys grades 1-3) hit the air
conditioned track. These less seasoned drivers

were no less
enthusiastic, as
they cheered
on their re-
spective cars
to victory.
Fourteen driv-
ers competed
for top honors,
but only one
was success-
ful. Ben Berrell
of Oak Grove

was the fastest Lad on the track, burning it up
with the fastest heat of 169.38 mph, and an overall
average speed of 168.89 mph. Taking the second
place flag was Mitchell Tracy of Oak Grove, with

an overall average speed of 168.31 mph. Richard
Keithley of Oak Grove, with an overall average
speed of 168.06 mph, garnered third place.

In the Counselors race, Will Berrell of Oak
Grove took the checkered flag, with an overall
average speed of 168.86 through 8 heats. Jack
Grafton of Oak Grove took second place with
average speed of 168.78 mph. Debbie Grafton of
Oak Grove seized third place with an average
speed of 167.99 mph, besting her husband,
Norman, by almost two miles per hour.

The overall Grand Champion for all events,
field and track, was Colin Riddle of First Laurel.
Mike Henthorne of Middle River took first 
runner–up honors.  Second runner-up was Chad
Hall of Middle River. Prizes
included trophies, medals,
ribbons and tickets to Dover
Downs in September for an
upcoming NASCAR race.

BaptistLIFE

5
July 20, 2001

BLBL

RA pinewood derby and field day

PHOTO BY SARAH WILSON

PHOTO BY NORIE ROSE

PHOTO BY NORIE ROSE

PHOTO BY NORIE ROSE



BaptistLIFE

6
July 20, 2001

O U R  M I S S I O N

BCM/D will intentionally
assist in starting and
strengthening congrega-
tions so that they can
fulfill Jesus’ command in
Matthew 28:19-20.

O U R  V I S I O N

By 2010, the BCM/D will
have 600 congregations
with 150,000 persons 
fulfilling Jesus’ command
in Matthew 28:19-20.

O U R S T R A T E G I E S

• Church Planting

• Congregational 
Development

• Leadership  Development
and Support

• Missions Involvement

• Resource Development

U R G E N C Y

We believe that the 
spiritual needs of our day
are vast and immediate.
We will commit to an
urgent, sacrificial, and 
passionate pursuit of new
disciples at any cost.

One of our 10 Core Values is

CONVENTIONCONVENTION life

By Sharon Mager
BaptistLIFE Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. –– W. Michael
Wilson, BCM/D consultant special-
ist in evangelism, partnership, and
prayer, submitted his resignation,
effective July 31. He and his wife,
Olivia, will be moving to Missouri.
Wilson accepted a new position as
vice-president for institutional
advancement at Midwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Kansas
City, beginning Aug. 1. Wilson will
work directly with Phil Roberts,
president of Midwestern, seeking
ways to advance the seminary and
oversee fund raising. 

Looking back over the past five
years he served the convention,
Wilson is pleased with the expan-
sion in partnerships and the
increased emphasis on prayer and
evangelism. 

“We’ve gone from one partner-
ship with Moldova to partnerships
in Mexico, Mississippi, Impact
Northeast and two provinces of
Canada — Ontario and Quebec. 

“Prayer has moved forward as
well. Over the last three years we’ve
started and encouraged a lot of
prayer among churches and associa-
tions. We opened up a beautiful

prayer room in the
building and have
encouraged staff to
come in to pray at least
weekly or more fre-
quently.”

Wilson cited good
evangelism conferences
in the past and an
increase in the number
of annual baptisms
throughout the conven-
tion. In fact, Wilson said,
that recently some small-
er churches that hadn’t
registered baptisms in many years
have begun doing so.

“Ken Cavey and I both have
tried to reach out and do more
evangelism training, especially on a
personal basis,” Wilson said. Cavey
is consultant/specialist for student
and collegiate ministries and per-
sonal evangelism. Wilson said he
and Cavey frequently worked one-
on-one training pastors.

Reflecting over his time at the
Baptist Center, Wilson said he is
especially appreciative of past
BCM/D executive director Charles
Barnes. “He real-
ly encouraged
me and believed
in me. Charles is

a very special person
who really wanted to see
people reached for
Christ in Maryland and
Delaware.”

Wilson was born in
Oklahoma and grew up
in Texas. He was saved
at the age of 21 when he
was a senior in college.
He received his master
of divinity degree from
Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary
and is completing his

doctorate in education at Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary.

In addition to serving as consult-
ant/specialist, Wilson recently has
been serving his home church,
Gethsemane Church, Glenwood, as
interim pastor. 

“The future is as bright as the
promises of God. If churches will
plug into resources that are avail-
able to them and personnel that
have been and will be available to
help them, the future is very bright
for evangelism in Maryland and
Delaware.“

Wilson called to be vice-president
of Midwestern Seminary

W. Michael Wilson
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By Beth Clifton
Managing Editor

COLUMBIA,
Md. — Ken
Cavey, BCM/D’s
consultant/
specialist for
student/colle-
giate ministries
and evangel-
ism, is moving

a few miles across the state to min-
ister in a different setting. Beginning
August 1, Cavey will become pastor
of Tri-County Church in Damascus.  

“Over the last five years I’ve
learned a lot about God and how to
be more effective in ministry.  It’s
been a joy to serve Maryland and
Delaware Baptists,” Cavey said.
Sitting in his office at the Baptist
Center surrounded by empty book-
shelves and full boxes, he reflected
on his four and a half years at the
Baptist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware.  

He came to the state convention
Jan. 1, 1997 — as a volunteer evan-
gelism associate working with Mike

Wilson.  Shortly
after arriving,
Cavey was given
the opportunity
by the Home
Mission Board
(now North American Mission
Board) to be trained — and funded
— as an evangelism director.
Consequently, in June of 1997 he
and his wife, Bridget, were appoint-
ed by the Home Mission Board and
were commissioned as part of the
Northeast Celebration in May 1998.  

In July of 1999, Cavey was
named BCM/D associate in youth
evangelism. Then in January of
2000, he became the consultant/spe-
cialist for youth evangelism and col-
legiate ministry.  

Those are the objective facts
about Cavey’s ministry at BCM/D.
However, there’s much more to
ministry than a list of dates and
position titles. They just provide the
framework in which ministry hap-
pens.  What matters to Cavey is
what he feels he accomplished dur-
ing this period of service.

Helping churches develop strate-

gies for reaching youth was one of
Cavey’s goals.  He went about
reaching that goal with several dif-
ferent strategies of his own.  He
provided training in discipling
youth, and he helped provide
events that were geared to sharing
Christ with students.  

Youth Impact (the youth evangel-
ism conference) and Baptist Youth
Day at King’s Dominion were the two
“big” events Cavey worked on every
year. Impact — BCM/D working
jointly with Youth for Christ through
2000 — was held at the Convention
Center in Ocean City for a weekend
every March.  Over 900 youth attend-
ed Impact every spring. “The number
attending is evidence of this genera-
tion’s passion to know God,” Cavey
said. Baptist Youth Day at King’s 
Dominion included an evening 
evangelistic service.  Over 1,000 

Ken Cavey

I N T E R I M   C O N T A C T S

• Puebla (Mexico) & Canadian Partnerships
Dan Sheffield
(410) 939-5525

• Mississippi Partnership             • Impact Northeast
David Lee Ron Brown

(800) 466-5290 ext. 201  (800) 466-5290 ext. 221 
• Youth Evangelism                       • Evangelism

Sean Copley Jimmy Jackson
(800) 466-5290 ext. 242 (800) 466-5290 ext. 208  

• Collegiate Ministries
Kirk Ritchey
(410) 263-0963

Cavey resigns BCM/D

to become local pastor

Continued on page sixteen
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By Jane Lippy
Baptist LIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. — Retirement isn’t on
Louis Redd’s agenda, nor does he advise it for
others of his generation.

In January 2000, Bill Crowe, Mid-Maryland
Association director of missions, appointed
Redd, 67, as senior adult director for the    
association. Redd also works with Ellen
Udovich on the state convention level.  “My
overall goal is to convince seniors that they are
needed in ministry and they have God-given
skills that the Kingdom can use. The churches
must also realize this fact,” he said.

“I retired from the school system and spent
the next 13 years in full-time ministry, first as
the executive director of Helping Up Mission
and then as a full-time pastor." Redd said this
follows a rewarding 31-year career teaching
English and social studies and coaching high
school football, wrestling
and baseball in Baltimore
County.      For 25 years
of his teaching career,
Redd served several
churches bi-vocationally
as youth director, minis-
ter of education, and pas-
tor. “My life was busy,
but blessed. All I did was
follow his path. It was
easy as long as I stayed
with him. After all, he
did all the work. I was blessed to be an unwor-
thy vessel,” Redd said.

Singing and/or speaking at senior functions
at BCM/D churches, area nursing homes and
senior centers, “I developed a real appreciation 

for our maturing population.”
So, when Bill Crowe
approached him about the new
associational position, “I
prayed about it and the Lord
moved and honored me. It has
been wonderful,” he said.

Recently, Udovich, BCM/D
consultant/specialist for lay
mobilization and senior adults,
asked Redd to work with her at
the state level. In both capacities
(state and associational), “I meet
with seniors in our churches
urging them to utilize their
skills in ministry within the
church community, as well as
provide social functions,” he
said.

“Lou has done a fabulous job in getting started.
He stresses it's not just
a club, but reaching
out to the unchurched
and service to others.
Whether it’s Meals on
Wheels, nursing
homes, homeless 
shelters, writing let-
ters, praying or equip-
ping, each can find
that special place God
has for us,” Udovich
said. 

"Lou has also developed a manual to assist
churches interested in beginning a senior adult
ministry. He has an on-going interest in training
and involving senior adults in personal evan-
gelism and actively encourages seniors to be a

part of their church’s outreach
program," she said. Noting that
not all associations have senior
ministries, “There’s a wealth
seniors have to offer, as well as
reaching unreached people.
They can make a spiritual and
eternal difference.”  In the area
of senior ministry, Udovich and
her staff strive to equip church-
es, individuals and associations
to meet needs by being on mis-
sion.

Redd spent last February in
Mississippi working with 
seniors in churches. “I preached
several senior revivals at 11 a.m.
They were packed with people
hungry for God’s word. Many of

our seniors are unchurched and need to be
saved by our Lord. Others need to come back to
the Lord,” he said.

In his latest endeavor, a paid part-time 
position for the association and volunteer for
BCM/D, Redd says, “The real excitement comes
when a church discovers that senior in the pew
has gifts and they utilize those gifts.”

Through the prayers and guidance of
Christian parents and men in the church who
took an interest in a boy raised in the city with
negative influences, “I never gave in to things
unlawful or immoral,” he says. He wants this
legacy to be reflected in the lives of his children,
grandchildren, and 7-month-old great-grand-
daughter. “God is still trying to mold me to the
shape he wants. It’s been a wonderful spiritual
journey and continues to be,” he says. 

Redd refuses retirement, runs
spiritual race

Louis Redd, Mid-Maryland

Association’s new senior adult

director

“Lou has developed a manual to assist
churches interested in beginning a
senior adult ministry...he has done a
fabulous job in getting [senior adult
ministries] started.”

Ellen Udovich
BCM/D consultant/specialist

for lay mobilization and senior adults
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characteristics and salvation mission
that are the signatures of our love of
Christ and others.”

When speaking about spiritual
rekindling and Christian characteris-
tics, McCalep mentioned two prob-
lems hindering church growth and
spiritual development. First, he asked
the group to remember the 
excitement of being saved. Since then,
he said, “We have lost our fire. We
don’t tell anyone we are saved and
we don’t even want to praise God.
What happened to the enthusiasm
and joy? Get stirred up and re-kindle
the fire.” 

After discussing cold versus 
on-fire Christians and churches,
McCalep noted common church 
problems. “We have watered down
worship and God’s worthiness. In
our churches, we allow people to
walk out during the invitation, 
leaders not to go to Sunday school or
Bible study, deacons not to tithe, and

choir members to live together 
without being married. We cannot be
afraid of confronting problems. When
we don’t, we are following Satan’s
lead. God did not give us a spirit of
fear. We must be strong and use our
sound mind with the supreme gift of
love we have received.”

According to McCalep, everything
grows from love. God is love. Love
keeps the spiritual fire fueled and
rekindles those fires that may be luke-
warm. With love there is unity, fellow-
ship, cooperation, understanding,
evangelism, church growth and 
spiritual development. Love is the basis
for the objectives of the African American
Fellowship of the Southern Baptist
Convention.
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CONVENTIONCONVENTION life Starting New Churches...Strengthen Existing Ones

By Sharon Mager
BaptistLIFE Staff writer

GERMANTOWN, Md. — ”This church
rocks.” That’s how church planter David
Wooten describes the new church plant, Oasis
Christian Center, which meets at Montgomery
College’s Germantown campus. The church is
targeting the 18 to 35-year-old population and
is using new contemporary strategies to reach
it. 

To illustrate Oasis’ fresh approach, the
church promoted its premiere service on Easter
by advertising on cable television. One of the
commercials was styled similar to the movie
The Matrix. It featured a scene where guards
were watching a dead body in a high tech 
environment. They were bored and wondering
why they were watching a three-day-old cadav-
er. Suddenly screens flashed, warnings sound-
ed. The body, wrapped in grave clothes, sat up.
“This wasn’t supposed to happen!” the guards
gasped. The commercial then flashed the words
“dangerous faith –– Easter, Oasis Christian
Center.” 

“This speaks to where the younger 
generation is,” Wooten said. 

One hundred seventy four people attended
the premier service and Wooten said attendance
is increasing.

“I have a tremendous burden for our 
churches, Southern Baptist churches, because if
we don’t reach out and do the things that our
society perceives as culturally relevant we’re
going to lose them,” Wooten said.

Another way Oasis is being culturally 
relevant is by operating a Christian coffeehouse
called Blue Banana Café. It is open every
Saturday night. Church members revamped the
idle building that held Clarksburg Church to
make it look like a Christian nightclub.

The “Banana,” as Wooten calls it, is a 
success, drawing in an average of over 70
young adults each week. They fill the café, lis-

tening to Christian rock bands, eating “munchies,”
and drinking coffee, bottled water and soft drinks.
At the opening night of the café, Oasis leaders had
drawings for prizes including Blue Banana T-
shirts, CDs, a boom box, and a Sony Playstation 2.
Of course, to get the prizes, contestants had to
enter the contests, which gave the church plenty of
names, addresses, phone numbers and e-mails to
follow up on.

Wooten
credits the
good response
the Blue
Banana is hav-
ing to advertis-
ing on cable 
television sta-
tions in
Frederick and
Montgomery
counties. The
church age-tar-
gets their
advertising by
placing their
spots on VH1, MTV and Comedy Central.

When the Oasis team began surveying in the
Germantown area they found that 82 percent of
the people don’t attend church. Most said that
they find church boring. Others said it’s hard to
break in and make friends. Some said the
church is always trying to “shake them down
for money.”

Oasis leaders designed brochures in
response to the surveys. One brochure shows a
child with his mom and dad dragging him to
church while he’s screaming. The caption reads
“Is this one of your memories of church? Oasis
Christian Center — it’s not a drag.” 

“We believe in using humor. You can say a
lot of things — make serious points — with
humor that you couldn’t get away with other-
wise. “ 

“We’ve set out to intentionally
break out of the old stereotypes. Our
motto is, ‘We’ll change the way you
think about church.’ We want it to be
fun — for people to say, ‘Hey, that was
cool,’ when they leave church.”

Oasis’ music has a rock edge to it.
They use DVD clips and man-on-the-
street interviews. Worship services will
be available online around the world
via the Internet. 

Wooten is not fresh from seminary
or church planter’s boot camp. He and

his wife, Teresa, are empty nesters. He’s been
senior pastor of four other church plants and
actively involved in seven. He was also a
church plant consultant for the California
Baptist Convention. In addition, Wooten has
been a pastor, and, most recently, a recording
artist. He sang at the Grand Ole Opry, the
Kennedy Center, Atlantic City, the Wheeling

Jamboree and on televi-
sion.

While pastoring a
church in California,
Wooten took a praise
team to Colorado for a
Christian artist seminar
and found himself plac-
ing third out of 837
entries in a singing con-
test. After seeking
God’s will, Wooten
moved to Nashville and
became a recording
artist. 

While in Nashville he
met Ron Blankenship,

now Montgomery Association’s director of 
missions. Blankenship was Wooten’s pastor and
they became good friends. When Blanken-
ship needed a church planter for Oasis, he
prayed and felt God wanted Wooten.

“I personally think God took me to
Nashville to bring me to Maryland. I really
believe that with all my heart,” Wooten said.

The North American Mission Board and
Montgomery Association, as well as several
individual churches, sponsor Oasis.
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GROWTH WEEKENDS

OPERATION       JUMPSTART

2001 JumpStart Dates
October 26-28

2002 JumpStart Dates
April 19-21

October 11-13

Visioning...Planning...Growing!
Contact:  Wayne Harris

BCM/D Consultant/Specialist for
Church Development/ Church Minister Relations

800.466.5290   Ext. 217

No cost to
 

the church!

Help forchurches 

platueaued, declining 

or about to enter a

new chapter in their

development!

Oasis ... not church as you remember
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By Bob Simpson
Editor

NEW ORLEANS  –– There was a significant
first at the Tuesday evening session of the 2001
Southern Baptist Convention in New Orleans.
The convention’s prestigious SBC annual ser-
mon was delivered by an African American for
the first time. Fred Luter, pastor of Franklin
Avenue Baptist Church, New Orleans, preached
the annual convention message to the
nearly 10,000 messengers assembled
in the Superdome. Luter’s theme for
his sermon to this year’s messengers
was “The Master’s Call For Laborers,”
often repeating the convention’s
theme this year, “Until He Comes …
Go!”

“If we’re gonna occupy until he
comes, we need every member of
every church of every size of every
race of every city and every state to
hear the cry of Jesus,” said Luter.  He
further challenged Southern Baptists
to consider the pain they cause God
when they do not do what they were
created to do.  “God created the sun
to shine in the day and it shines in the
day. God created the moon to shine in
the night and the moon shines at
night.  I find it very interesting, my
friends, that all those things do what
God created them to do.  Think of the
pain, my brothers and my sisters, think of the
hurt God feels when his very special creation
doesn’t do what he created us to do,” Luter
said.

Luter acknowledged the significance of
being the first African American to deliver the
convention sermon.  “Today, I realize that I am
standing on the shoulders of other African
American pastors and denominational workers
who are trailblazers in this convention and have
been trailblazers long before I ever was a
Southern Baptist,” Luter said, admitting to
being excited, humbled and nervous about the
opportunity.

Luter became pastor of Franklin Avenue in
1986, then a Southern Baptist mission with 65
members. The church was dying.  It had been
founded in 1945, but by 1986 its white congre-

gation had fled to the suburbs. The small rem-
nant of church members, all African American,
hired Luter in a desperate attempt to turn
around the fortunes of the church. He was
ordained and installed the same day. Under his
leadership, the church began to grow.   Today
the church has grown to an active membership
of 7,000 with three Sunday worship services. 

This is not the first time Luter, 44, has bro-
ken new ground for African Americans within

the SBC.  Elected second vice president of the
convention in 1996, in the same year he became
one of two African Americans to serve on the
LifeWay Christian Resources board of directors.
Sixteen million strong, Southern Baptists apolo-
gized six years ago for being on the wrong side
of the civil rights movement.  Even in his own
church there were some who questioned
Luter’s commitment to stay in the SBC.  “I was
called an Uncle Tom, a puppet on a string … a
token. But my position is this:  I wanted to
make some headway in the field of racial recon-
ciliation.  I really wanted to make an impact
tearing down the walls. And God has honored
that,” said Luter.  Today Franklin Avenue is the
largest Southern Baptist Church in New
Orleans and one of the largest in the state of
Louisiana.

For over a decade Luter has been traveling
outside of New Orleans and Louisiana preach-
ing in other Baptist state convention meetings
and evangelism conferences.  He spoke at the
BCM/D evangelism conference at Ocean City in
February 1999. 

James Dixon, president of the Baptist
Convention of Maryland/Delaware also knows
what it means to break new ground. Dixon was
the first African American elected president of

BCM/D.  He was among the first, if
not the first, to be elected president of
an individual state convention. Of
Luter’s message and opportunity to
preach it, Dixon said, ”The timing was
right and the environment was natu-
ral.  Fred’s message was dynamic.  He
has opened the door for there to be an
African-American president of the
SBC.” 

Nationally, two African Americans
were named within the last year to
denominational vice presidencies.
Gary Frost was named the vice presi-
dent of North American Mission
Board’s (NAMB) Strategic Focus
Cities outreach –– the agency’s first
African American vice president.
Lawrence Smith was named vice pres-
ident of communications at Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary, the
seminary’s first African American vice
president.  

On June 4, Jeffrey Haggray, was unanimous-
ly elected the first African American executive
director of the District of Columbia Baptist
Convention.At least 30 African Americans cur-
rently serve as International Mission Board mis-
sionary appointees. Sid Smith, executive direc-
tor of the Black Southern Baptist Denomina-
tional Servants Network declared, “It’s a new
day in the SBC.”  Smith notes the increase in the
number of African American denominational
workers in strategic positions over the last year
in ever-increasing and significant numbers.  

In the future, leaders like Luter, Dixon,
Haggray, Smith and Frost, and many, many oth-
ers will be remembered both as pioneers and
models of racial reconciliation within our
Southern Baptist family.  

SBC NEW ORLEANSSBC NEW ORLEANS
Luter breaks fresh ground in
race relations 

Fred Luter, pastor of Franklin Avenue Baptist Church, New Orleans,

presents the Convention Sermon as the 144th annual meeting of the

Southern Baptist Convention convenes in his hometown. (Photo by

Gibbs Frazeur)

By Joni B. Hannigan 

NEW ORLEANS (BP)—James G. Merritt,
senior pastor of the Atlanta-area First Baptist
Church, Snellville, was elected without opposi-
tion for a second one-year term to the Southern
Baptist Convention presidency during the SBC
annual meeting in New Orleans June 12–13.

Nominated by R. Albert Mohler, Jr., president
of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary,
Louisville, Ky., Merritt is the third-youngest SBC
president and the first baby boomer elected to
the SBC presidency. A Georgia native, Merritt has
been pastor of the 12,000-member suburban
Atlanta church since 1985. During his tenure the
congregation has baptized nearly 8,500. The 

church gives five percent of its undesignated giv-
ing to the Cooperative Program. “Pray for me to
be a man of wisdom and of courage and of puri-
ty,” Merritt said immediately after his election. “I
am not here to be served but to serve you.”

Ed Litton, pastor of First Baptist Church in
North Mobile, Ala., was elected first vice presi-
dent. In nominating Litton, Fred Luter, pastor of
Franklin Avenue Baptist Church in New Orleans,
said Litton is a “man committed to the Bible.” 

T.C. Pinckney, a layman from Good News
Baptist Church in Alexandria, Va., was elected
second vice president without opposition after
his nomination by Danny Forshee, Liberty
Baptist Church in Hampton, Va.  Pinckney is a 
member of the SBC Committee on the Order of 

Business and is editor of the Baptist Banner.
John Yeats, editor of the Oklahoma Baptist

Messenger, was reelected without opposition to a
fifth term as recording secretary in the morning
session of the June 13 SBC session. Yeats was
nominated by Ted Kersh, pastor of Village Baptist
Church, Oklahoma City.

Lee Porter, a retired pastor and denomination
employee from Georgia, was
elected to his 25th term as
registration secretary with
1,717 votes or 64 percent of
the messenger vote.
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SBC NEW ORLEANSSBC NEW ORLEANS
Three motions to modify BF&M 

defeated by SBC messengers

By Karen L. Willoughby 

NEW ORLEANS (BP) — The
2000 version of the Baptist Faith
and Message remains unchanged
despite three attempts at modifica-
tions made in the form of motions
presented June 12 during the open-
ing day of the 2001 annual meeting
of the Southern Baptist
Convention.

Members of last year’s Baptist
Faith and Message study commit-
tee — R. Albert Mohler Jr., chair-
man Adrian Rogers, Chuck Kelley
and Richard Land — lauded the
sincerity and the concerns of the
men who presented the motions,
while at the same time urging the
defeat of each motion. 

The wording changes, however
slight, would have weakened the
message proclaimed last year by
the updating of the Baptist Faith
and Message from its 1963 version,
said Mohler, president of Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary,
Louisville, Ky.

“Your committee would plead
with you not to be about the busi-
ness of continually revisiting the
Baptist Faith and Message,”
Mohler said. “It is confessionally
reckless; it is irresponsible, we feel,
to continually debate such an issue
on the floor. 

“We would set a precedent in
this convention of continually
revising the Baptist Faith and
Message, and putting our denomi-
nation in a reckless position,” he
continued. “State conventions,
churches, associations and entities
of this convention have adopted
the Baptist Faith and Message. We
dare not go back to them on an
annual basis and ask them to revise
their constitutions, charters and
bylaws to meet whatever may be
the annual revision of the SBC.
That would not be fair. It would
not be right. And it would impugn
our testimony before a watching
world.”

Mohler’s words came after Fred
Malone, a Clinton, La., pastor,
spoke in favor of the motion he
had presented to add the words
“informed by Holy Scripture” to
Article 8: “Activities on the Lord’s
Day should be commensurate with
the Christian’s conscience, [add:

informed by
Holy
Scripture,]
under the
Lordship of
Jesus Christ.”

“I believe when we live our con-
sciences in such a way that we can
do fairly much what we wish on
the Lord’s Day without testing [the
plans] of Holy Scripture, that leads
to some problems as Christians,”
Malone said. “In the last 50 years
we have lost the culture war. I also
believe we’re losing the sanctity of
the Lord’s Day in the church as a
day that literally belongs to the
Lord and not us. The Lord’s Day is
a spiritual oasis of rest and wor-
ship that renews us to live in an
ungodly world. If we Southern
Baptists believe in all Ten
Commandments, then we need to
make sure the Christian’s con-
science is informed by Scripture —
not worldly attitudes and subjec-
tive conscience — under the lord-
ship of Christ.”

Bill Ascol, a Shreveport, La.,
pastor, also spoke for the motion;
Adrian Rogers, pastor of Bellevue
Baptist Church, Memphis, Tenn.,
spoke against it. The motion failed
by an overwhelming show of bal-
lots.

“I felt for my own conscience
this issue needed to be discussed,”
Malone said after the vote was
taken. “This is an assembly of mes-
sengers and the will of the body
was done. I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to discuss my concerns, but
God has spoken through the
assembly and that’s it.”

Tony Woodell of Little Rock,
Ark., brought the second motion
that was debated during the
Tuesday evening session of the
144th SBC annual meeting. His
motion was to add to Article 1 the
phrase, “The criterion by which
Scripture is to be interpreted is
Jesus Christ” after the words, “...
the supreme standard by which all
human conduct, creeds, and reli-
gious opinions should be tried.”

“Dr. Mohler referred to the rock
of our salvation,” Woodell said. “If
we do not recognize Jesus Christ is
Lord over Scripture, then we fail to
recognize Jesus Christ as Lord over
all. Jesus Christ is the same yester-
day, today and forever.

“We also recognize the Scripture
is very important,” Woodell added.
“The Lordship of Jesus Christ
allows us to go to the Scripture.
Jesus Christ must be the criterion
by which we interpret Scripture.”

Richard Land, president of the
SBC Ethics & Religious Liberty
Commission, who spoke against
the motion, pointed out to messen-
gers that the phrase was “virtually
the same as that which you
resoundingly defeated last year

when we adopted this confession.”
The phrase last year was, “The cri-
terion by which the Bible is to be
interpreted is Jesus Christ.”  

“The reason it is not in the 2000
Baptist Faith and Message is this
sentence was used to set up a false
dichotomy between Jesus and
Scripture,” Land said, meaning
mutually exclusive or contradicto-
ry. “We need to remember that
when Jesus got ready to leave the
disciples, he said, ‘I have more to
teach you ....’ There is no false
dichotomy between Jesus and
Scripture.” 

Charles Wade, executive direc-
tor of the Baptist General
Convention of Texas, spoke for the
motion.  

“This idea there is a false
dichotomy proposed between Jesus
and Scripture is a false statement,”
Wade said. “Those of us who
believe this sentence in all its ele-
gant praise to Christ should have
been left in the 2000 statement
want to be on record as saying we
do believe in the full authority of
Scripture.”

Chuck Kelley, president of New
Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary, also spoke against the
motion. “Southern Baptists have
always believed the whole Bible is
the Word of God and there is no
need to get Jesus to pick which
parts of the Bible are inspired,” he
said. “What we have in the Baptist
Faith and Message 2000 is a won-
derful way to affirm the concerns
of Dr. Charles Wade about the
supremacy of Christ, but preserve
a good biblical hermeneutic.

“Perhaps the issue for me was
most clearly explained when one of
the editors of the [Texas] Baptist
Standard, complaining about the
removal of this statement prior to
the convention last year, gave us a
very vivid example of how the
1963 statement was being used,”
Kelley said.  

“He used the example of Paul
writing about the role of husbands
and wives in Ephesians chapter 5,”
Kelley continued. “He said Paul
contradicted himself in two consec-
utive sentences. In one sentence he
said Paul said we are to mutually
submit wives and husbands to one
another. In the next sentence Paul
said the husband was the head of
the wife. 

“That was a contradiction and
[the editor said that] Jesus would
help us understand which one of
Paul’s two statements were right.
Jesus would not be in favor of
demeaning women [the editor rea-

soned]; he felt that that statement
in Ephesians 5 about husbands
being the head of the wife was
demeaning to women, therefore
Jesus would choose Ephesians 5:21
over Ephesians 5:22. 

“Southern Baptists have always
believed the whole Bible is the
Word of God and there is no need
to get Jesus to pick and choose
which part of the Bible is inspired
and which is not.

“Based on that editorial in the
Baptist Standard about the use of
this sentence, I came away more
convinced than ever that what we
have in the Baptist Faith and
Message 2000 is a wonderful way
to affirm the concerns of Dr.
Charles Wade about the supremacy
of Christ but preserve a good bibli-
cal hermeneutic.”

The motion failed by an over-
whelming show of ballots. The
business session was extended by
10 minutes to deal with the third
motion.

Steve Barrett of Waseca, Minn.,
proposed to delete the word “reli-
gious” from Article 1, which states
“[the Scripture is] ... the supreme
standard by which all human con-
duct, creeds, and religious opinions
should be tried.”

“The Bible is applicable to our
lives 24 hours a day, seven days a
week, not just at 11 a.m. on Sunday
morning,” Barrett said. “We deny
this when we say the Bible is only
applicable to religious opinions.

“We are diluting the Bible by
limiting applications to only reli-
gious opinions,” he continued. “We
are saying God’s Word is not
enough when we limit the applica-
tion to religious opinions. God’s
Word is sufficient without anything
else added. If we continue to limit
the application of God’s Word to
only religious opinions instead of
all opinions, we are either adding
to or taking away from God’s infal-
lible and inerrant Word. ... Let us
as a people of the Word acknowl-
edge the Bible as the final authority
over all opinions, not just religious
opinions.”

Mohler spoke against the
motion.  “... I believe the entire
committee would resoundingly
agree with the sentiment and the
conviction that was so forcefully
articulated by Brother Barrett,” he
said. “If we as a committee felt this
statement limited the authority or
truthfulness of Scripture to reli-
gious opinions we would have
changed it last year and we would 
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SBC NEW ORLEANSSBC NEW ORLEANS
Messengers okay resolutions on ‘life,

liberty and family’

by no means have proposed the language so overwhelm-
ingly adopted last year.

“By no means does the word religious there seek to
limit,” Mohler continued. “The word ‘only’ does not
appear. ... Your committee feels the historic language
used ever since 1925, when the Baptist Faith and
Message was first adopted by this convention, should be
maintained. We also want to state our emphatic agree-
ment that Scripture is not only totally true and trustwor-
thy in religious opinions but in all opinions.” Like the
other two motions, this one was overwhelmingly defeat-
ed. BLBL

By Tom Strode

NEW ORLEANS (BP) — Messengers to the
2001 Southern Baptist Convention approved
without any apparent opposition nine resolu-
tions that focused on “life, liberty and the fami-
ly,” as they were described by Resolutions
Committee chairman Danny Akin.

The resolutions passed June 13 included
opposition to human cloning, euthanasia and
religious persecution, support for the religious
freedom of military chaplains, freedom of politi-
cal speech and the Covenant Marriage move-
ment, as well as condemnation of pornography
on the Internet.

None of the resolutions elicited verbal oppo-
sition from or discussion by messengers.

Akin said he was not surprised there was
such overwhelming support for the resolutions
and said he believed the resolutions were
“reflective of the heart” of Southern Baptists.

In addition to a resolution expressing appre-
ciation for the host city and local Southern
Baptists, the measures approved by messengers
expressed:
• Opposition to human cloning, both for repro-
ductive and research purposes, and a call for
Congress to pass a permanent ban.
• Repudiation of euthanasia and a request for
the world’s countries to express “moral out-
rage” at The Netherlands’ recent legalization of
euthanasia.
• Condemnation of the persecution and geno-
cide sponsored by the militant Islamic regime in
the African country of Sudan and support for
direct aid to the victims.
• Endorsement of the Southern Baptist World
Hunger Fund and the practice of gleaning, in
which a person provides part of his abundant
resources for the poor.
• Opposition to “unconstitutional treatment of
Southern Baptist chaplains” and others by the
United States military, as well as the encourage-
ment of policies protecting free exercise of reli-
gion in the armed forces.

• Rejection of any federal campaign finance
legislation that does not protect free speech.
• Endorsement of the Covenant Marriage
movement and encouragement for Southern
Baptist churches to observe Covenant Marriage
Sunday.
• Support for laws that provide protection
from Internet pornography and for policies by
public libraries that protect their patrons from
exposure to such material.

The resolution on campaign finance reform
does not express opposition to such an effort but
concern about its impact on free speech, said
Akin, dean of the school of theology at Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ky.
Some legislation “would limit certain organiza-
tions from being able to speak at particular
times leading up to a vote,” he said. “Whatever
kind of campaign finance reform takes place,
[the SBC] is asking that free-speech issues be
honored for all and that there be no free-speech
limitations put on individuals or organizations.”

A bill sponsored by U.S. Senators. John
McCain and Russell Feingold has received criti-
cism for containing such objectionable elements.

Among the subjects of the 10 resolutions
introduced on the floor of the convention on
which the committee took no action were the
church-state aspects of faith-based initiatives,
repentance for the SBC’s failure to be pro-life in
its initial response to abortion, civil unions for
homosexuals, released time education and the
North American Mission Board’s policy on
speaking in tongues.

The committee chose not to report out a reso-
lution on faith-based initiatives because the
members “felt it would be premature,” Akin
said. He said he does not think either the com-
mittee or convention “believe the faith-based
initiative or charitable choice is unconstitution-
al,” but it also is “not clear yet how it would be
done.”

The committee also chose not to act because
of the “complexity of the issue,” he said. The
resolutions presented to the panel before and
during the convention were “lengthy” and
“complex,” Akin said.

The faith-based initiative proposed by
President Bush shortly after he took office this
year has been one of the most hotly debated
issues, especially among religious groups, in the
new administration. The president’s proposal is
designed to increase private giving to charities
and to make available to such faith-based organ-
izations government money to provide social
services. The government-aid aspect has gener-
ated heated discussion because of questions
about its impact on religious freedom.

The committee also decided not to report out
a referral of a motion calling for the SBC presi-
dent to write Bush commending him for not
continuing President Clinton’s practice of recog-
nizing June as Gay Pride Month and asking him
to designate it as “Heterosexual Family Pride
Month.”

The committee did not “feel the need to
speak to it again,” Akin said, referring to
numerous resolutions opposing homosexual
behavior and rights.

“God loves homosexuals, and we should
love homosexuals. And we can say to them we
disagree [with their lifestyle] without using a
sledgehammer,” he said. “We did not feel there
was a need to do that, and indeed I don’t think
we should ever do that.”  

The other members of the committee were
Robert Anderson of Maryland/Delaware,
Martha Atchison of Texas, Ed Balducci of
Arkansas, William Blanchard of Arkansas, Ann
Frazier of North Carolina, Frank Page of South
Carolina, Pat Pajak of Illinois, Tim Passmore of
Florida and Gary Smith of Texas.

REPORT

BLBL

Committee on Nominations includes 

BCM/D pastor and layperson
BF&M motions defeated

By Baptist Press Staff 

NEW ORLEANS
(BP)—Seventy Southern
Baptists from 35 state
Baptist conventions have
been named to serve on
the 2001 SBC Committee
on Nominations.

The Committee on
Nominations will nomi-
nate people to serve on
boards, commissions and
committees. They will
present their report to the
2002 SBC annual meeting
in St. Louis.

The committee is made

up of two people from
each state convention —
one layperson and one in
church-related vocational
work.

Committee on Nomin-
ations members are select-
ed by the Committee on
Committees.

David H. Shepherd of
Trinity Baptist Church,
Niskayuna, N.Y., will
serve as chairman.
Committee members from
Maryland/Delaware are
Mike Miller, First
Church, Easton, and

*Dana Newton, Gun-
powder Church, Freeland.

*Indicates layperson
BLBL

Continued from page 10
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SBC NEW ORLEANSSBC NEW ORLEANS
REPORT

By Teresa Dickens

NEW ORLEANS — Missions is the heartbeat
of Woman’s Missionary Union, leaders of the
organization told messengers during the
Southern Baptist meeting in New Orleans. 

Wanda S. Lee, WMU executive director, and
Janet Hoffman, WMU president, used the orga-
nization’s five strategic principles to describe
the organization’s commitment to missions.   

(1) Pray for and (2) give to missions.
Hoffman told the crowd gathered in the
Louisiana Superdome that prayer was a top pri-
ority for WMU members because of their com-
mitment to missionaries.  

“The first thing missionaries say to us is
‘thank you for praying,’” said Hoffman of
Farmerville, La., adding, “and the last thing is
‘don’t stop praying. We cannot serve without
it.” 

Hoffman thanked her listeners for their
record contributions to the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering and Annie Armstrong Easter
Offering during the past year. The 2000 AAEO
surpassed $48 million and the 2001 LMCO
topped $113 million. She also announced that
the goal of the 2002 AAEO had been increased
to $52 million because of the generous giving to
the offering in 2000.

(3) Do missions. Lee reported on several
ways the national organization helps members
be involved in missions, including Christian
Women’s Job Corps and MissionsFEST.

CWJC began in 1996 and has grown from
five pilot sites to more than 160 sites in 35
states. “The ministry is helping change
women’s lives,” Lee said. 

MissionsFEST is a new volunteer program
for WMU members involving them in projects

in several locations across the nation. Five proj-
ects are scheduled this year and eight in 2002. 

(4) Learn about missions and develop spiri-
tually toward a missions lifestyle.
Highlighting the age-level organizations spon-
sored by WMU, Hoffman said that the ultimate
goal of everything done in a WMU missions
organization is to help members grow in their
commitment to God and sharing the gospel
with others. 

(5) Support the work of the church and
denomination. Highlighting WMU’s on-going
work with the SBC missions boards, Lee said,
“We (WMU) feel a deep responsibility to com-
municate the purposes of missions to the local
church as we challenge them to give so a lost
world can come to saving knowledge of our
Lord and Savior.”

By Jessica Webb

NEW ORLEANS (BP) — The demographics
of the Southern Baptist Convention are 
changing. 

For many years, the vast majority of messen-
gers to the SBC annual meeting were 
Anglo. However, the number of Hispanic mes-
sengers who attend the SBC is growing, as are
the numbers blacks and other minorities.

Herberto Becerra, who attended this year’s SBC
annual meeting in New Orleans, is pastor of First
Hispanic Baptist Church in Plantation, Fla., and
president of Confratrnidad Nacional de Iglesias
Hispana Bautistas de Sur [CNIHBS, the
National Fellowship of Hispanic Baptist

Churches].
Becerra left Cuba in

1980 where he had been a
pastor 17 years; four years
later, a congressman’s
appeal to Fidel Castro
helped Becerra’s family

also leave the communist country.
Before moving to Florida several
years ago, Becerra had been pas-
tor of First Hispanic Baptist
Church in Manhattan. 

As president of CNIHBS, he
was responsible for this year’s
annual Hispanic fellowship, June
9-10 at New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary. The event
was a family and church affair for
the Becerras. 

His daughter, Mabel, sang spe-
cial music and led his church’s
choir. A special guest to the meet-
ing was Becerra’s mother,
Dolores, a resident of Cuba who
attended the Hispanic fellowship
for the first time.

After the weekend meeting,
Becerra’s family returned to
Florida and his mother returned to
Cuba, but he stayed for the con-

vention. He spent his time collecting
information about various church
resources, networking with other
pastors and attending sessions.

One difficulty that Becerra faced
during the annual meeting was the
language barrier.

“Language is a problem for
many brothers and sisters,” Becerra
said. “In the future it will be very
important to provide translation [at
the convention].

“I understand 90 percent of the
sermon and 75 percent of the music,
but the regular Hispanic person
would understand nothing,” Becerra
said.

Providing Spanish-language
translation in the SBC meetings
“would provide more oppor-
tunities for participation for the
Hispanic pastors and leaders in the
convention,” he said.

By Jon Walker and Tom Strode

NEW ORLEANS (BP) — Why a
Covenant Marriage resolution?
Because no matter how much
Southern Baptists talk about mar-
riage, the statistics show Baptists
aren’t taking it as seriously as 30
years ago.

The Covenant Marriage resolu-
tion is one more weapon for
Southern Baptists as they amass an
arsenal to fight for families. It rec-
ognizes that marriage is a sacred
covenant between one man, one
woman and a holy God, and that it
is intended for life.

Tom Elliff, chairman of the 
Southern Baptist Council on 
Family Life, said too many people, 

including many Christians, have
come to view marriage as a simple
contract.

“A contract is based upon
mutual distrust,” says Elliff. “A
covenant is something you take a
lot more seriously than a contract.
In fact, the Bible says it’s better not
to make a vow than it is to make a
vow and not keep it.”

Phil Waugh, a representative in
the Covenant Marriage movement
for Lifeway Christian Resources,
said couples need to understand
that God placed them together as a
couple.

God knew them as a couple
even before they were born, and I 

think it’s important for a couple to
celebrate the activity of God in
their marriage relationship,”
Waugh said. “God put them
together for an eternal purpose, a
kingdom purpose, and that’s what
Covenant Marriage tries to empha-
size.”  

In partnership with several other
ministries, Lifeway houses the
Covenant Marriage Movement web-
site (www.marriagecovenant.com).

Several states have begun to offer a
Covenant Marriage option to couples,
making it more difficult for them to
get divorced and often requiring them
to have extensive marital counseling
before they tie the knot.

Ministers should be doing
everything possible to assist cou-
ples in making marriage a
covenant for life, said Danny Akin,
chairman of the Resolutions
Committee and also a member of
the Council on Family Life.

“I realize many ministers are
not acting courageously in this
area,” said Akin, adding that some
say they have so many divorced
people in their church they can’t
promote a higher view of marriage. 

Yet, Akin said, that’s the “best
argument” for covenant marriage.
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Covenant Marriage Resolution aims to raise standard for marriage

Hispanic pastor added a family touch to SBC meeting

Herberto Becerra, pastor of

First Hispanic Baptist

Church, Plantation, Fla.,

and president of the

National Fellowship of

Hispanic Baptist Churches.

sings “It Is Well With My

Soul” with other messen-

gers. (Photo by Jessica

Webb)



By David Jackson
Church Planting
Consultant/Specialist

In recent years the promi-
nent role of lay people in the
work of the church has once
again surfaced. In truth, its
impact is being felt in so
many significant ways that at
least one author has already
suggested that it is the cata-

lyst for a "New Reformation" in our own age.
Not surprisingly, this impact by the laity is
being felt in the area of church planting, too. 

Actually, Southern Baptists are rediscovering
a basic reality that helped us grow quickly and
widely in our early days –– lay people make
great church planters. In Maryland and
Delaware we affirm that reality and eagerly
recognize the significant benefits that lay people
bring to the work of church planting. For one
thing, they have their "ear to the ground," since
they tend to work side-by-side with those in 
their communities that new churches desire to
reach. 

For another, they often have indigenous
connections to others through their network of
relationships that enable the new work to find
strength and stability from the earliest days.

In our convention, we hope to develop a
comprehensive strategy for lay people to be
involved in every aspect of our church planting
efforts. While that strategy is still a year or two
away from its full implementation, there are at
least four ways that lay people can be involved
in church planting efforts in their own commu-
nities now.

I. Prayer Partners for Church Plants. An
army of intercessors is needed to uphold the

needs, personnel and communities where
we are  starting new churches throughout
our multi-state convention. It is my belief
that this process needs to be formalized, so that
we can better inform you as to requests and
answers to prayer that God has given. This is a
most vital and, in many areas, neglected min-
istry. It is absolutely crucial to any significant

impact we can make.
II. Houses of Prayer. The "Lighthouse of

Prayer" emphasis last year has encouraged all
believers to consider going door-to-door on
their own "square block" and asking their
neighbors to join them on a regular basis to
pray for their neighborhood concerns, including
prayer for those individuals who do not yet
know Jesus. This can be one of the initial steps 
toward reaching a core group of people who
might be interested in starting a new church in
their neighborhood, as well.

III. "Operation Lydia." This strategy is a
way to survey your community through the
distribution of free Bibles or New Testaments to 

the  residents. The goal is to find those who are
interested in getting together with some of their
other neighbors to study the Bible using four
simple diagnostic questions. No seminary
training or ordained minister is needed in such
a setting. Again the goal is to facilitate a new
church start through the introduction of Jesus to
lost individuals through fellowship and rela-
tionship building with others, and through the
study of God's Word.

IV.  Church Planting Teams. Lay people are
being recruited to form teams of four or five
who will work together to help a new church
begin. Each member of the team will have a
specific role, from evangelism to children's
work to worship/music leadership to adminis-
tration, which will help the new church to start
through their cooperative efforts. Such teams
will have a mentor/coach and "just in time"
training to equip them every step of the way.

If any of these options seem like a way God
would have you exercise your gifts and calling,
then I encourage you to call your associational
director of missions or my office at the Baptist
Convention of Maryland/Delaware (ext. 225).
Lay people are the future of the church planting
movement, and I for one firmly believe that the
future is now!
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Single adults celebrate
intimacy in Ocean City

By Sarah Wilson
BaptistLIFE Summer Intern

OCEAN CITY, Md. — The Single
Adult Celebration held June 8-10 at the
Fenwick Inn in Ocean City attracted 70
single adults for a weekend of Bible
study, training and fellowship.

The theme for the weekend,
“Discovering Intimacy,” defined the
obstacles that prevent Christians from
having healthy relationships, and skills
that help singles interrelate more effec-
tively. Keynote speaker Kim Bearden,
singles ministry consultant for the
Baptist General Convention of
Oklahoma, explained that “the essence
of life is to know God and as a result
know each other.” 

Greg Fentress, pastor of First
Baptist Church of New Church, Va.,
led music during the sessions. He also
emphasized the importance of intima-
cy with God. “If we don’t spend time
with him we can’t really get to know
him. If I say I love Christ, I must show
it by spending quality time with him,”
he said. 

This topic of intimacy attracted sin-
gle adults from various denominations
and states. One such participant,
Beverly Cannon from Wyoming
Methodist Church, said, “Intimacy is
often misunderstood by society. I am
really interested in true intimacy.” 

Ron Gallagher, First Baptist Church,
Alexandria, Va., attended for the sec-
ond time because he “wanted the
opportunity to meet people and draw
closer in existing relationships.”  

First time participant Rob Coulter,
Mountain Christian Church, Joppa,
Md., considered attending the event in
the past, but this year’s theme was
especially appropriate. “I need more of
Him, more intimacy, more purpose in
my life,” he explained.

The attendees had the opportunity
to discuss relationships in self-facilitat-
ed cell groups. These groups helped
relate single adult ministry and lives
around a purpose. 

Leadership and personal enrich-
ment tracks led by Bearden and Ken
Jordan, BCM/D consultant/specialist
for single adult and family ministries,
focused on leadership development
and the impact of family and mental
processes on relationships. 

Both single ministers and lay lead-
ers benefited
from the leader-
ship track that
demonstrated
how to plug into
God’s ministry. “I
never dreamed 

that God would
lead me to singles ministry. I’m really
going to plug into the leadership track,”
said Peggi Kissinger, minister with sin-
gle adults at Gumboro Fellowship
Church. 

Rob Bates, from First Church,
Laurel, said, “This year I want to learn
how to minister to single adults more
effectively because we don’t have too
big of a group at our church.” 

Bearden shared his vision for single
adult ministry: “I want singles to own
it and relate to other singles. They
need to catch the vision with healthy
relationships that change lives.” 

Bearden explained that our church-
es are not currently reaching single
adults. “Forty-seven to 50 percent of
people between ages 18 and 65 are
unmarried; yet there are only 300 indi-
viduals in America currently working
with singles. They are the greatest
evangelistic mission field and there is
no plan to reach them.” 

After the weekend, Ken Jordan
commented on the “positive spirit” of
the participants. He was pleased with
Bearden’s presentation on relation-
ships. In addition to Jordan’s satisfac-
tion, the evaluations completed by
attendees demonstrated their overall
approval. 

FAMILYFAMILY life

KEN JORDAN
BCM/D

Consultant/Specialist 

for Family Ministry

(800) 466-5290 Ext. 213

kjordan@bcmd.org

LINDA FOWLER
Director, McCormick Family Life

Institute

Baptist Family & Children’s Services

(800) 621-8834 Ext.130

lfowler@baptistfamily.org

ASK KEN & LINDA...

Dear Ken and Linda,
Next month, my husband and I will be taking our recent high

school graduate to Wake Forest for that first year away at college.
While I am excited for our new college student, I am also con-
cerned about the transitions we will all be going through. What
can we do to make this a more positive, pleasant and productive
experience? Frustrated & Frightened in Delaware

Dear Frustrated,
Anxiety is a normal part of parental feelings on the occasion of

a child’s leaving for college. Many find themselves repeating the
question, “Have I done an adequate job as a parent?” They fear the
child’s behavior will, in some way, say to the world and to them-
selves that they have not. The anxiety produced by this question,
along with the constant temptation to create children in their own
image, frequently builds barriers in the relationship between par-
ents and their college children. Among the problems most fre-
quently heard by those who work closely with college students are
those that have to do with parental relationships.

There probably are three or four relationship principles that, if
put in practice, will make this season in your lives less stressful:
•  Good communication is essential. Listen without judgment.
Use “I” messages which communicate what you are sensing, think-
ing, feeling, wanting, planning to do. Avoid conversations that
could be interpreted as interrogation. (“Why” questions sometimes
have this sound to them.) Verbalize care, respect and appreciation.
Initiate open communication. (“I am disturbed about this. How
can we resolve it?”) Keep in touch. Both parents can write and call.
Send church bulletins, newspaper articles, etc. And finally, send
goodies and small, inexpensive surprises for special occasions or
no occasion at all.
•  Be affirming. Build up your student’s hope and confidence.
Document specific things your son or daughter is doing well and
tell him or her. Remind your student of prior successes and convey
your belief in future successes. Avoid criticism. If issues must be
confronted, pick them carefully; all are not equally important. 
•  Give responsibilities and let your student deal with the conse-
quences. Allow your student to manage his or her own finances
and university business. The university personnel treats students
as adults, which of course they are. We parents sometimes forget
that — which leads us to our final suggestion.
•  Seek to establish an adult-to-adult relationship with your stu-
dent. Try to see your young adult as another person, not just your
child. The cry of the student to be seen as a person should not go
unheard and unheeded. Parents often unintentionally foster the
idea of parental infallibility by hiding their own fears and frustra-
tions in parenting from their children. Ask yourself “How would
you respond to a friend in the same situation?” Be open (vulnera-
ble/transparent) with your thoughts, feelings, and wants. Ask
your son or daughter to help you get out of the parent role. Work
on becoming a consultant to him or her. Respect what is important
to your student — ideas, people, things. Respect does not necessar-
ily signal agreement. Avoid frozen mental images of your daughter
or son. Like all of us, the student is a person in process of becom-
ing. Finally, keep your perspective of the big picture: your relation-
ship is what is most important.

The expression of these natural and normal feelings by parents
to their college-student child may be the beginning of a new rela-
tionship — a relationship that is built upon mutual understanding
and is much less burdened with fear and frustration for both par-
ent and student. Someone has said that the best parents are those
who are continuously working themselves out of a job. Perhaps in
this thought lies the key to the proper role of parents in the college
success of their student-child.

Ken & Linda
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ne school day, Mrs.
Tuna Tidewater asked
her class, "If you could
be anything when you

grow up, what would you be?"
"I'd be a movie star," said

Sunny Starfish.
"I think being a police officer

would be cool," said Seamore
Seahorse.

"I like helping people feel
better. Maybe I'll be a nurse,"
said Clarice Clam.

"Math is fun," Syd Squid said.
"Being a teacher would be
great." 
"Come on," said Crusty Crab,
"She said anything, and you pick
a policeman, a nurse and a
teacher?"

"All right, Crusty, let's hear
your idea," said Mrs. Tidewater.

"That's easy - a pirate's life
for me," Crusty said.

"I don't think there are any
pirates anymore," said Seamore.

"But, Crusty, you could be a
sailor," suggested Mrs.
Tidewater.

Lenny Lobster was the last to 
speak. He'd been thinking.

"We all know what Lenny will
say," Seamore said.

"Big surprise," Crusty agreed,
"he'll be a basketball player."

But Lenny had another idea. "I
want to be the pilot of a space
shuttle," he said.

"That's silly," said Crusty.
"Who ever heard of a lobster
being an astronaut?"

"That certainly sounds inter-
esting," Mrs. Tidewater com-
mented. "Now, here's a special
assignment. This week, each of
you must find a way to live your
dream for a day. Then, on
Friday, we'll all report to the
class."

For most of the Cove Kids, this
was easy. Seamore volunteered
to be a school crossing guard.
Syd offered to help Mrs.
Tidewater teach a math lesson.
Clarice made a first aid kit and
patched up "boo-boos" during
recess. Crusty asked Fisherman
John to take him along on boat
rides. Sunny wore golden, star-
shaped glasses and a pearl neck-
lace, and she made a video of
Ollie Oyster pulling her around 
in a wagon as she waved.

But becoming an 
astronaut for a day
seemed impossible to
Lenny.  
"How can a lobster

fly?" he 
asked Mrs. Tidewater. 

"I'm sure you'll
think of some way,"
his teacher encour-
aged. 

"Even a tuna has
been known to jump
once in a while," she
winked.

Lenny thought first
of jumping on a 
trampoline. "This is
fun, but it's hardly
flying," he said as he
bounced.

"I know," Lenny said.
"Dolphins are great
jumpers. Maybe
Pastor Porpoise will help me."

"I would love to help, but I
haven't jumped in a long time,"
Pastor Porpoise said. "Let's ask
God to help you find an answer,"
he suggested.

As he left Surfside Church,
Lenny saw an eagle soaring high
above the waves.  "That's it!" he
exclaimed. "All I need is some
wings." 

Lenny found two palm branch-
es, climbed onto a high rock, and
waited for a strong breeze. He
didn't fly, but he did have a
great splashdown.

As he swam back to the rock, a 
sea gull, who had been watching 
Lenny, burst out laughing. "What
are you doing? Lobsters can't
fly," she chuckled.

"I know, but I have to be an
astronaut for a school assign-
ment," whined Lenny.

"Well, if you are ever going to
fly, you're going to need a lot of 

help," the sea gull smiled. "And
who would be better to help you
fly, than a bird?"

"That would be super," said
Lenny. "How do I do it?"

"You mean, how do we do it?"
the sea gull corrected. "I'll be
your wings."

That Friday, the Cove Kids had
a big surprise.

"Where's Lenny?" asked Mrs.
Tidewater as she called the roll. 

"Look," said Seamore, pointing
out the window.

Up in the sky, Lenny was wav-
ing. He was riding in an empty
coconut shell that was being
pulled through the air by the
sea gull.

"Sand Dollar Cove, we have lift
off," Lenny yelled to the Cove
Kids below. 

(c) Copyright 2000, 
Todd & Michelle Deaton
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By Jane Lippy
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. –– Instead of “Attention,
draw swords, and charge,” it’s now “Attention.
Present Bibles. Start,” to signal the beginning of
a Children’s or Youth Bible Drill.

Thirteen children representing six Baptist
Convention of Maryland/Delaware churches
participated in the Children’s Bible Drill, June 5,
at the Baptist Center. Erica Hamor and Joey
Dudley from Nanjemoy Church competed in
the Youth Bible Drill.

Erica was declared the winner in the Youth
Bible Drill and will compete against other state
convention winners at Ridgecrest.

Lindsey Zacot, Lauren Zacot,  and Chris
Owen from Middle River Church, Baltimore;
Andrew Garthe and Debra Gomeringer from
Edgemere Church, Baltimore; Katy Turner from
Allen Memorial Church, Salisbury; Laura
Landry, Katie Lund and  Jimmy Edinger from

Ogletown Church; Brandon
Gragasin and Will Bray from
Potomac Heights Church,
Indian Head; and Theresa
Dudley and Stephanie Crouse
from Nanjemoy Church, participat-
ed in the Children’s Bible Drill. All of
these are named winners.

As has been her task for many years, June
Holland, consultant/specialist in the area of
children’s ministries, coordinated the annual
event. Conducted for 30 years in the Maryland/
Delaware Convention, the purposes are to help
children and youth increase in knowledge of
the Bible, develop skills in locating Bible books
and key passages, memorize the names of
books of the Bible in order, memorize the Bible
verses and key passages identified for the cur-
rent year's drills, and learn how to apply the
Bible to their lives. Each child learns the names
of the 66 books of the Bible and is able to locate
each within 10 seconds, memorizes 25 verses

and their ref-
erences,

and
learns

the names, refer-
ences and locations of 10 key

passages.
Prior to the state drill, children and youth

took part in church and associational drills.
Framed certificates are mailed to the partici-
pants’ churches and are presented to them dur-
ing the worship services.

Bible drill is an exciting way children and
youth learn to use their Bibles to meet the chal-
lenges of life. When they can locate a verse
quickly, answer a question using scripture, and
locate key passages, all are winners according
to the Bible drill planners. 

Fourth, fifth and sixth graders are eligible to
participate in the children's drill. Seventh
through twelfth grade youth participate in the
youth drill.

Single Parent Conference preview
By Sharon Mager
BaptistLIFE Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. --
Single parents and their
children are invited to
attend this year's Single
Parent Conference Sept. 28
- 29. It will be at the moun-
taintop Skycroft Retreat
Center in Middletown. The
event offers some relax-
ation, recreation, food and
fellowship and an opportu-
nity to learn some new
parenting skills. 

Response to last year's
conference, the first ever
offered by BCM/D,
exceeded expectations.
Conference staff relocated
to make room for more
attendees. 

Vickie Allen Garlitz is
this year's keynote speaker.
Garlitz is a single-parent
special worker with the
Oklahoma Baptist
Convention. Last year's
conference attendees will
remember her as Vickie

Allen.
Since
that
time
she
mar-
ried

Michael Garlitz and is now
busy blending a family
including his three children
and one of hers. Garlitz
and her husband are work-
ing together to write cur-
riculum for single parents.
They're also planning to
write a book.

BCM/D ministry assis-
tant Susan Robertson will
lead the devotional time.
Robertson attended the
first ever national training
conference for single-par-
ent family ministry held in
Nashville, Tenn., in the fall
of 1999. Since that time she
has been instrumental in
BCM/D's emphasis of that
ministry.  "Susan has a real
passion for single parents,"
Ken Jordan said. 

Jordan is the family
ministry consultant/spe-
cialist for BCM/D and
coordinator of the confer-
ence. He and Linda Fowler,
director of Families
Together Ministries for
Baptist Family and
Children's Services, will
lead workshops through-
out the conference. 

Fowler and Jordan will
address the theme of
boundaries. Parents will
learn why they need

boundaries, the principles
of boundaries and how to
implement them.  

Jordan said the issue of
boundaries is especially
important for single par-
ents and their children.
"Many times children are
confused as they are shuf-
fled back and forth from
different households where
boundaries change," he
said. "Parents going
through difficult divorces
are sometimes afraid to
enforce strict boundaries.
They're afraid the child
might like one parent more
than the other."

June Holland, BCM/D
children's ministry consult-
ant/specialist, has activi-
ties planned for the chil-
dren at the conference.
Youth worker Toni Benton
will work with the teens.

According to recent cen-
sus data, single parents are
one of the fastest growing
segments of American fam-
ilies.

For more information
about the conference call
Ken Jordan at (800) 466-
5290, ext. 213, or Carol
Batson, his ministry assis-
tant, at ext. 214.

Children and youth exhibit Bible knowledge

BLBL
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youth attended this event
every year.

Cavey felt part of his
service was to care for
youth ministers. “I saw
myself as a friend and pas-
tor to youth ministers,”
Cavey said. Last October,
youth ministers and their
wives participated in a
youth ministers and mates
retreat.  

One unfulfilled dream
for youth ministry that
Cavey hopes someone else
will help bring to realiza-
tion is for BCM/D to pro-
vide a school for youth
ministers similar to the
school for church musi-
cians. Only about 10 per-
cent our BCM/D churches
have paid youth workers,
and only a very small num-
ber of those have full-time
youth ministers, Cavey
said. He would like to see
training provided for the
lay volunteers and part-
time youth directors. 

While Cavey has
worked in youth evangel-
ism all of the time he has
been at BCM/D, he just
began working in college
student ministry in 2000.
He works with one volun-
teer, two part-time and four
full-time campus ministers.
“We are strategically seek-
ing opportunities to evan-
gelize each of the campus-
es. We are putting a more

focused effort on intention-
ally evangelizing the cam-
puses,” Cavey said.  

“I’m excited about our
youth intern program the
past two summers,” Cavey
said, referring to the col-
lege students from
Mississippi colleges who
have come to churches in
Maryland and Delaware to
work as full-time staff for
the summer.   The
Maryland/Delaware
churches provide a job
description, goals, housing
and transportation. The
students come through the
BCM/D – Mississippi part-
nership.

Both Cavey and his wife
are from Maryland. They
grew up here. Their fami-
lies are here.  They know
the people and the culture.
They were excited about
coming to live and minister
here when they came from
North Carolina.  It was
coming home.  Now
they’re excited about pas-
toring a local church in
their home state.  

“The Damascus-Mt.
Airy area is growing ‘leaps
and bounds.’ Tri-County
has a great vision for reach-
ing the people there. I’m
excited about it,” Cavey
said.  He and Bridget “will
pray a lot, preach the word,
and have patience while
God works.”BLBL

BLBL

Cavey leaves to pastor in Damascus

Continued from page six
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LEADERSHIP: “ReFocusing Networks” vs.  “SCLL”

August 13-15, 2001
Skycroft Conference Center

Middletown, MarylandCost:  $
197*

To register 
or for more information 
contact Jeanette Noss

(800) 466-5290 ext. 249
or e-mail: jnoss@bcmd.org

Jenell Miller

LifeWay
Certified Ministry Instructor

and
Office Manager for

Blue Ridge Association
Winter Haven, Florida

Sandy Sigmon
LifeWay

Certified Ministry Instructor
and

Associational Missionary for 
Strengthening Churches

Atlanta Baptist Association
Atlanta, Georgia

Professional Certification 
for 

Ministry Secretaries 
and Assistants

This Certification Seminar is divided into
six modules:

• God’s Call
• My Character
• Leadership
• Communication
• Administration
• Ministry

Continuing Education
Skillshops

• Better Business English (Revised)

• Business Communication (New)

Ministry Office Skillshops put you in touch
with practical, proven, current methods in
office administration and ministry. You will
earn two Continuing Education Units for
these two 10-hour skillshops.  This training
can be put to use immediately in the office of
any ministry or denomination.

* There will be a discount of $5 for MDSSN members — plus an additional $5 discount for NASBS members
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By Wayne Harris

Somewhere
between the
Day-Timer and
the list of unfin-
ished projects
lies the reality of
your daily life as
a pastor or
church leader.
You didn’t lack

for vision when you took this job, but
now you sense your mission is get-
ting buried beneath the myriad of
demands. It’s time to refocus.

ReFocusing is a two-phase revital-
ization process for a local church
that brings personal renewal to the
lives of leaders and the creation of a
five-year plan to reach the communi-
ty and beyond. ReFocusing produces
harvest-focused churches led by lead-
ers committed to raising up more and
better disciples and churches.

ReFocusing Networks cluster six
to 10 pastors and churches together to
work through a series of supportive
environments called networks, where
leaders experience resourcing that
recaptures their passion for Christ
and the courage to lead their local
churches back out into the harvest.
The benefits of refocusing are that pas-
tors and church leadership gain
greater personal clarity and focus and
local churches gain strategic focus and
a greater heart for the harvest.  The
end-result: Harvest focused leaders
and churches who are committed to
raising up more and better disciples.

Phase One, Focusing Leaders, is a
personal leadership development
process designed to help pastors and
church leaders bring strategic focus to
their ministry.  Leaders gain focus by
examining their past (personal time-
line), clarifying their future, (personal

calling statement) and identifying
resources that will facilitate future
growth and development (personal
mentors).  The process helps prepare
the pastor and church leadership to
lead their local church into a process of
organizational refocusing.  The three
overall objectives of the Focusing
Leaders Process are:
1. To encourage leaders by reinforc-
ing how God has been at work in
their lives — in ways perhaps
unknown to them — fulfilling his
purposes and shaping their destiny.
2. To assist leaders in clarifying their
future ministry direction.
3. To empower leaders with
resources that will lead them into
greater ministry and effectiveness,
and the empowerment of others.

PhaseTwo of the ReFocusing
Network Process is an empowerment
strategy for churches that desire to
work through the ReFocusing Your
Church process. The network pro-
vides resourcing and coaching so that
the pastor and his ReFocusing team
can more effectively lead the process.
The network serves as the consultant
in this model.

PhaseTwo Pastor’s Network con-
sists of eight network meetings and a
two-day training event for the
ReFocusing team from each local
church of the network. The
ReFocusing teams are empowered to
lead three leadership summits in their
local church, culminating in a leader-
ship retreat and implementation of a
strategy to lead the church back out
into the harvest field.

Since effective ministry flows out
of being, the pastor’s network
resourcing runs on two tracks:
resourcing for ministry enhancement
and resourcing for character develop-
ment.  Each network meeting
includes segments on both ministry

formation and character
development.  Ministry-skill
formation segments
include problem solving
during the ReFocusing
process as well as train-
ing in special skills
required in bringing
about organizational
change.  As a leader
seeks to initiate change,
challenges to character
affect a leader’s capacity
to lead.  Character form-
ation segments deal with
issues related to deepening
the character of a leader.

The Church ReFocusing
Networks are initiated by and led
through the local Baptist associations
of Maryland and Delaware.  For
information on participating, contact
your local Associational Director of
Missions.

By Ron Brown

Strengthening
Church Leaders
Lab (SCLL), is
leadership
training for
ministers with
three to five
years of min-
istry experience
and who are

ready to move to the next level of
leader effectiveness. The 2002 SCLL
class will focus their learning in two
areas: 1) Self awareness and develop-
ment and 2) learning new leader
skills for ministry.  We use the “case
study” approach in much of our
learning.  The class will participate in
the two top leadership development
seminars in the world: Covey’s 

7 Habits for Highly
Effective Leaders
and Blanchard’s
Situational
Leadership.  The
group will receive
feedback from
two powerful
personal invento-

ries, NEO-5 and the
Success Style Profile.

The group will have
two overnight retreats

on Developing the
Deeper Spiritual Life of

the Minister.  Participants
will learn the Family Systems

model for leading and serving. 
The SCLL class meets 5 times a

year for 2 years. The first is a three-
day retreat with spouse at Willow
Valley Conference Center in
Lancaster.  Most of the other gather-
ings are one-day events held at the
Baptist Center.  The cost for the min-
ister or church is $400 per year
including retreats, housing, food and
materials.  Each year’s class is limited
to 12 ministers.  

Consultants involved with SCLL
are:  Tom Rodgerson, director of
CentrePointe Counseling Services;
Bob Dale, director of Center for
Creative Leadership for Virginia
Baptists;  and Perry Hancock, spiritu-
al formation professor at New
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.
BCM/D staff  — including Randy
Millwood, Wayne Harris, Ken Jordan
and others — also provide consulta-
tion and resources for each class.

Applications and a brochure more
fully describing SCLL are available
from our Center for Innovative
Leadership at (800) 466-5290, ext. 222.
Application deadline for 2002 SCLL
class is Nov. 1, 2001.

Wayne Harris

Ron Brown

BLBL
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By Jane Lippy
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

JARRETTSVILLE, Md. — Zimbabwe.
Attendees of the 2001 Girls Camp, July 8-13,
learned firsthand about this country from Quinn
and Martha Morgan, this year’s missionary guests
at Camp WoMeTo.

The Morgans have served as missionaries in
this southern African area for 25 years. Martha is
the daughter of Frank and Eunice Perry of
Parsonsburg, giving the Morgans strong BCM/D
ties. Frank Perry is a retired pastor who served
many years in Maryland and as a past president
of the Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware.

Quinn supervises the Baptist Publishing House
in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe’s second largest city and
their home.  He is trying to consolidate the work
of BPH, which recently became the regional facili- 

ty for the International
Mission Board’s Southern
Africa region.  While in the
States, he would like to
learn more about the
mechanics of the new press-
es they have received in
order to service them.  He

also wants to upgrade his computer knowledge.
Martha would like to take classes at

Southwestern Seminary.  Her ministry in
Zimbabwe centers around the home.  For about
four years, the IMB’s focus has been on unreached
or under-reached people groups.  People from an
Indian state — culturally-mixed, western-think-
ing, mostly shopkeepers — live in their part of
town.  Two years ago, Martha and another
woman in the church began to meet and pray for
an open door of opportunity. The Lord is work-
ing, and has sent a Christian Indian couple, tele-
phone worker, and pair of doctors, she said. This
Christian group started meeting for Bible study.
Then two Hindu ladies wanted to learn cooking.
The Christian group has established a relationship
and now meets with the Hindu couples every
Friday night.  “For me, it’s a blessing to see an
answer to prayer,” she adds.

After serving as a journeyman, Quinn 
surrendered to God’s call at an invitation given by
Baker J. Cauthen, then president of the Foreign
Mission Board. Martha, also a journeyman, felt
called to missions after attending Camp WoMeTo.
Mrs. Vaskis, a Maryland/Delaware pastor’s wife
who was from Latvia, shared about the hardships
of life as a Christian in Latvia. “The same year,

Dad [Dr. Perry] preached a missions message.  I
felt the Lord say I had been blessed to grow up in
a Christian home and Christian environment and
I needed to be willing to go to those less fortunate
with the gospel," Martha said.

The Morgans covet Maryland/Delaware
Baptists’ prayers for: the Indian Christian
Fellowship; salvation of Renu and Rajaloxni,
Hindu ladies, their husbands, and others; 
consolidation of BPH work in the Southern Africa
region; replacement for Maurice Randall, retiring
missionary; and Zimbabwe as a whole — unstable
economy, food shortages, areas of uncertainty.
Please pray for the eight Southern Baptist
missionary families serving there.  Although, “we

were fortunate to have them come home several
times, the hardest thing we’ve done” has been
seeing our sons — one after another — leave for
college in the United States,” Martha said. 

On stateside assignment until January, the
Morgans are scheduled to participate at a camp in
Virginia and the Global Impact Conference in
Oklahoma, as well as sharing with churches.
Later this summer, they plan to move to Texas to
be closer to their sons, Andrew, 22; Paul, 20; and
James, 18.

MISSIONMISSION life The West Africa mission field ...
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few”

By Rhonda Owen-Smith
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. — The well-known scrip-
ture, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are
few,” is one of Ronnie Drake's thoughts as he
recalls the Project Open Gateway mission trip.
“The two-week mission trip left me
with mixed emotions. The needs are
so great that it seems overwhelming.
But, even seeing all that I did I could
still see the hand of God working
through the missionaries serving in
West Africa,” said Drake, BCM/D
consultant/specialist.

In April, Drake joined a group of
pastors from  Prince George’s
Association participating in an
advance prayer and vision team for a
mission work known as “Opening
the Western Gateway to the Last
Frontier 2000-2005.” Preparation for
the trip included studying Islam and
West Africa, learning basic native greetings and
people group profiles, and preparing for spiritual
warfare and a rugged environment. 

“We prepared for the trip, but speaking for
myself, I simply was not prepared for the 
experience. It was not like anything I could have

imagined or anticipated. I have many thoughts
about that trip. Most importantly though is my
tremendous respect for the missionaries — having
seen what they are doing, the
conditions in which they live, and
the threats they deal with every
day,” said Drake.

Ron Rogers, BCM/D director
of missions for Prince George’s
Association, organized the trip.
His intent was to provide Prince
George’s pastors with a first-hand
mission experience to equip them
for promoting and supporting
missions. 

The purpose of the trip was to join missionar-
ies in prayer walking through villages to prepare
the ground for others to plant a gospel seed and
subsequently to begin a church planting move-
ment. Drake also mentioned surveying the West

Africa area for possible missionary
projects. 

The pastors visited an area
where a majority of the unevange-
lized people in the world live. They 
covered ground in Senegal and
Mauritania, which includes part of
the Sahara Desert. 

The majority of the people who
live in these areas are Muslim and
practice Islam or some other form
of traditional African religion. Their
Muslim lifestyle includes prayer
five times a day, speaking two to
three languages, some animosity
and 

prejudice toward lighter and darker-colored peo-
ple groups, along with humility and submissive-
ness to the Muslim government. 

What their lifestyle does not include is 
alarming.  There is no sanitation or trash system.
Animal feces are not picked up. There is hardly

any grass, just dirt and sand. There is no hole in
the ground for trash disposal or burning of trash.
Everywhere you look, you see mountains of trash

with children and animals eating
out of the trash at the same time.
There are no driving or street
laws. Cars can travel at any
speed in any direction on side-
walks or streets.   

There is no sense of employ-
ment. Children beg for money
along the streets. If they don’t
bring back enough money they
may be beaten,” said Drake. The

lack of sanitation and basic health care allows ill-
nesses to be killers and diseases to be rampant.

The group prayed about what they saw as they
walked through villages. They asked God to 
soften the hearts of the Muslims to allow
Christianity, for courage for those who are 
dissatisfied with their religion, and for open
Christianity. According to Drake, “Currently there
is a great danger regarding Christianity.
Missionaries work undercover because of the risk
of imprisonment and expulsion. Some people
believe in an almighty but believe that the
Almighty is inaccessible. What’s unfortunate is
that people who want to convert could be 
excommunicated or even put to death. So, they
are hesitant to listen, learn or act.” 

Fortunately, people such as Drake listened,
learned and are committed to action. Drake, and
probably others, still feel the burden and heart of
Christ for the people of West Africa. The feeling is
one that does not go away and requires Christ-
like action. Indeed, the harvest is more plentiful
than most people can imagine, but with Drake’s
drive to share his experience with others, in time
maybe the laborers will be abundant, steadily
planting and harvesting.

Morgans bring missionary message to Maryland/Delaware 
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FULL TIME ASSOCIATE
PASTOR OF OUTREACH AND
DISCIPLESHIP — at comtempo-
rary 5-year-old Southern Baptist
Church.  Send resume to:
Crossroads Community Church,
P.O. Box 1234, Falling Waters, WV
25419

CHURCH SECRETARY — 12
HOURS/WEEK. Send resume to:
Belair Baptist Church, PO Box 796,
Bowie, MD 20718, or call (301)262-
0578.

ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF
YOUTH — Gethsemane Baptist of
Glenwood, Md., is seeking an
Associate Pastor of Youth to devel-
op and lead a comprehensive min-
istry to students in grades 6–12.
We are seeking a spiritually mature
and creative leader committed and
called to working with young peo-
ple.  The Associate Pastor will need
a professional education at the
graduate level in student ministry
(This can be negotiated with the
right candidate.) as well as an
appropriate amount of experience
in this area of ministry. The
Associate Pastor of Youth will
work closely with our staff of two
other full-time pastors in leading
our church to be a relevant min-
istry in one of the world’s most
important metropolitan areas.  We
are located in what many would
call a suburban area; however, we
are very close to two major
American cities, Baltimore and
Washington D.C.  To apply, please
send resume to: Personnel
Committee, Gethsemane Baptist
Church of Glenwood, 14135
Burntwoods Rd., Glenwood, MD
21738.  E-mail:  gbcp@gethse-
manebaptistmd.org.     

PASTOR — The International
Baptist Church in Naples, Italy, a
congregation of approximately 125,
is in need of a pastor. The congre-
gation is made up primarily of
people associated with the
American military. Our English
speaking church is affiliated with
the European Baptist Convention
and the Southern Baptist Con-
vention. If God is leading you to
pastor a church with excellent
growth potential and located in a
historically rich area of the world
please email:
www.geocities.com/intlbaptchurch
or mail inquiries to Stan Garn, PSC
827, Box 4913, FPO AE 09617.

PART-TIME MUSIC DIRECTOR
— Olney Baptist Church is seeking
a part-time Music Director.
Address inquiries and/or resumes
to the church Personnel Commit-
tee, P O Box 325, Olney, MD 20832-
0325. Or, contact Pastor Gayle
Clifton at (301) 774-5433.

DEGREED TEACHERS —
Cresthill Christian Academy is
seeking degreed teachers to teach
various positions in K-2.  Interested
applicants should send resume to:
Stacie Banks Hall, Cresthill Baptist
Church. 6510 Laurel-Bowie Rd.
Bowie, MD 20715.

LOWEST LONG DISTANCE, 4.9¢
(state-to-State) Anytime. In-State
(Md. or Del.) 5.9¢, FREE 800#s 4.9¢,
FREE Calling Cards 12.9¢, NO
Monthly Fees, 6 Second Billing, 24
Hour Customer Service, Home,
Church, Ministry or Business, Free
Information 1-888-423-9797.

FOR SALE — Conn sanctuary
organ, late ‘60s model, 2 manuals,
full footboard, speakers, solid
wood cabinet. Very full sound, but
needs some repairs. Contact Viers
Mill Baptist Church at (301) 942-
3210.

SEEKING ROOMMATE FOR
MISSIONSFEST - Female seeking
1-3 female roommates for two-
night stay in hotel during
MissionsFEST in Philadelphia, Pa.,
Oct. 4-6, 2001. If you are planning
to attend and would like to share a
room, or if you would like to join
our mission team at MissionsFEST,
please contact Karen Sallac at (410)
749-5579 or (410) 957-2858 and
leave a message.

FOR SALE:  Good quality used
office furniture — desks, arm-
chairs, office chairs, sofas, bookcas-
es, credenzas, printer stands, etc.
Previously used in a D.C. law
office. Proceeds go to our new
organ fund. Contact Viers Mill
Baptist Church at (301) 942-3210.

RETREAT TO THE OCEAN —
The Baptist Retreat Center in
Ocean City is available for Spring
and Fall Retreats. We can accom-
modate groups as large as 65.
Adjacent to the Retreat Center is
our church building, available on
request with kitchen facilities, fel-
lowship hall and meeting rooms.
For booking information, please
call the Ocean City Baptist Church
office at (410)289-6573.

CAN DO MINISTRIES — As a
2nd Degree Black Belt, Chris West
uses the talents of his martial arts
and his team to demonstrate the
art of Tae Kwon Do. As a part of
his breathtaking performance,
Chris shares his life story of how
his anger, hatred and self loathing
almost led him down the wrong
road until he found the greatest
love of his life, Jesus Christ. 

Use Chris and his team for your
next: Youth Rally, Revival, Men’s
Breakfast, Women’s Night or Self-
Defense Seminar. 

By faith, Chris is paid by the
love offerings of the churches he
serves. For more information call
301-599-2803.

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX YOUR
AD ––  Deadlines are three weeks
in advance of publication date.
Publication date is the third Friday
of each month (except January).
Classified advertising is 50 cents
per word (not including contact
information and words with two or
less letters) with a $20 minimum.
10% discount for BCM/D churches
and members will be applied.
Contact us for display ad pricing. The
entire paper is also accessible online at 
www.baptistlifeonline.org. 
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CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC.
“RAISED ROOF” VANS IN STOCK (NO CDL)

• Center Aisle
• Low First Step
• 2/1 Seating
• Bucket Seats
• More Headroom
• 15 Passengers
• Since 1953

(800) 370-6180
www.carpenterbus.com

2001 Model: $36,900 (new)
2000 Model: $35,000 (new)

LIFEWAY’S EXCLUSIVE BUS SOURCE
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THE BARNA UPDATE

THE CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD
If your church’s newsletter is not

here, it can be for only 
$12  per issue! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL

800.466.5290 ext. 245
BAPTIST DIGEST

Millennial Tribute to
Jesus Casts Wide Net

Results of the worldwide
broadcast of A Millennial
Tribute to Jesus are still pour-
ing in. During 1999 and
2000 a total of 725 million
viewers in 141 countries
viewed this broadcast of the
JESUS film with tributes by
famous people. In Japan, a
largely Buddhist nation, it
attracted 1.7 million house-
holds. In India, the tribute
was aired in 14 languages
and viewed by 120 million
people. One survey showed
that almost 30 percent of
urban viewers indicated
they had prayed at the end
of the broadcast to accept
Jesus as Savior, as did 18
percent of those in rural
areas. Organizers have
received 140,000 letters
requesting more informa-
tion.

Radio Teaches Chinese
Pastors

Trans World Radio, in
cooperation with experi-
enced Chinese Bible teach-
ers, has begun airing
Seminary on the Air to main-
land China. Programs are
beamed by short-wave each
weekday evening for 45
minutes, then repeated the

next morning and on week-
ends. The vast majority of pas-
tors in China have never before
received systematic Bible-
school training. Topics to be
covered include basic
Christianity, systematic theolo-
gy, apologetics, Christian ethics,
and the life of a Christian 
worker.

Palau Beats NBA and
XFL

A television program by
Luis Palau drew more view-
ers than XFL, NBC’s new
extreme football league, as
well as NBA basketball in
several markets. Ratings for
the broadcast indicate that
more than 4 million people
watched the Great Music!
Good News! evangelistic pro-
gram. Executive producer,
David Jones, said, “The rat-
ings demonstrate that televi-
sion viewers will tune in to
a Christian program that
both entertains through out-
standing musical perform-
ances and informs people
how they can have a per-
sonal relationship with Jesus
Christ.” The program fea-
tured music by Kirk Franklin,
Steven Curtis Chapman, and
Jaci Valasquez and a gospel
message by Palau.

The stock market isn’t the
only thing that took a dive
financially in 2000.  Giving
to churches dropped signifi-
cantly in the past year.  Our
annual review of church
giving highlights the fol-
lowing trends:

• The number of donors to
any non-profit or church
organization declined by 7
percent in the past year, al-
though aggregate giving
remained around $100 bil-
lion.

• Four out of every ten
adults gave nothing to
churches in 2000, a rise of
15 percent among those
refusing to support church-
es.  However, among born 

again adults, there was a 44
percent rise in those who
gave nothing last year.

• Compared to 1999, the
mean per capita donation
to churches dropped by 19
percent in 2000.

• One-third of born again
adults said they tithed in
2000, but a comparison of
their actual giving and
household incomes reveals
that only one-eighth did so.

To read the complete report on
giving to non-profits, churches
and parachurch organizations, hit
this link or visit Barna’s home
page: http://www.barna.org

A bi-weekly communication from George Barna
(6/5/01 issue)

Churches lose financial ground in 2000
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By John Yeats

OKLAHOMA CITY (BP) — In 1994,
Forrest Claunch (Midwest City, Okla.)
and John Sullivan (Tulsa, Okla.) were
elected to serve in the Oklahoma House
of Representatives. Through their serv-
ice as freshmen legislators and later as
veterans, they found themselves work-
ing together on several common issues.
During an afternoon session, Sullivan
came over to Claunch's desk, leaned
over and whispered, "You don't like
Catholics, do you?" 

Claunch, a member of Del City, First
Southern, was a bit startled by Sullivan's
question. "No, that's not true," said
Claunch. "But that is not the question.
What matters is this: If this place were
blown up today and you stood before
God, would he let you into heaven, and
can you explain why he should?"

Claunch said when he asked the
question, Sullivan's face became ashen.
Sullivan now recalls, "I was confronted
with a question I could not avoid: Why 
should God let me into heaven?" He
recounted that all he could think about
was he was a good man who loved his
wife and children, and had a religion
he participated in from the time of his
birth. (He was even the nephew of a 
Catholic bishop.) He enjoyed profes-
sional success and was viewed by
many people as fortunate and favored. 

"However, on a day in March, I
knew I was confronted with 'Why
should God let me into heaven?' and I
did not have a legitimate answer," he
said.

On Monday evening, March 8, 1999,
Sullivan went to Claunch's office at the 
Capitol. Claunch explored with Sullivan
the claims of Christ in the Scriptures.

"Forrest challenged me to consider
the claims of Christ, that Christ alone is 
the way to God and no person can be
good enough to deserve heaven apart
from yielding our lives to Christ,"
Sullivan said. 

That very evening, Sullivan knelt in
Claunch's fifth floor Capitol office and 
trusted Christ as his personal Savior. 
After praying and rejoicing, Claunch
challenged Sullivan to go immediately

and tell someone about
trusting Christ.
Sullivan recalled, "I
went straight to my
office and called my
wife."

Once Judy
Sullivan heard her 

husband had prayed to receive Christ,
she rejoiced with him and then shared
with him that just two weeks prior in a
ladies' Bible study group, she had done
the same thing. She was afraid to tell
her husband. Miraculously, God was
already at work in her life. Sullivan
said he is always amazed when he
shares his testimony.  "As soon as I tell
the part about my wife already trusting
in Christ, people start crying."

The day begins very early for most
legislators with breakfast meetings, 
committee meetings, luncheons, gener-
al sessions and more meetings into the 
evening. Each year for five months, an
Oklahoma state legislator must con-
tend with more than 1,000 proposed
bills, thousands of phone calls and e-
mail messages and mountains of
paperwork generated by constituents
and staffers.  Most legislators' con-
stituents assume their elected officials
are knowledgeable about every bill
and every issue introduced to the state
House and Senate. 

Despite their hectic schedules,
Claunch and Sullivan are faithful par-
ticipants in a weekly Tuesday morning
Bible study at the Capitol. Claunch and
his wife, Mary, continue to be faithful
members in the ministry of  First
Southern, Del City Church. Sullivan
and his family are regular participants
in an evangelical congregation in the
Tulsa area.

Although Sullivan's name continues
to surface on a crowded list of hopefuls
to run for the U. S. Congress (1st dis-
trict), he and Claunch continue to serve 
their constituents in the Oklahoma
House of Representatives. 

Like many other Oklahoma legisla-
tors, they know they do not have to
check their personal lives, nor their
personal faith in Jesus Christ, at the
Capitol door.

[Editor’s Note:  John Yeats, the author
of the above article, is editor of the
Oklahoma Baptist Messenger and
was re-elected unopposed for a fifth
term as recording secretary of the
Southern Baptist Convention at its
recent meeting in New Orleans.]
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Legislators make state laws, meet spiritual needs
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