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Notice of resolutions request for the annual

meeting Nov. 12-13 in Hagerstown
Those who would like to refer

resolutions for consideration to the
BCM/D annual meeting Nov.
12–13, 2001, may send them to the
attention of:

Resolutions Committee
BCM/D
10255 Old Columbia Road
Columbia, MD 21046-1716

Existing BCM/D constitution
and bylaws state that “only resolu-
tions presented to the resolutions
committee at least 45 days in
advance of the annual meeting will
be considered by the committee
before the first session. Other reso-
lutions may be referred to the com-
mittee by the general body. ...   

“Resolutions  should seek to
build up and unify the body rather
than divide it; therefore, only reso-
lutions that have the full consensus
of the committee will be presented
at the annual meeting.”       

Resolutions coming from the
floor of the convention must be
ready to copy and distribute. They
should have a valid reason for not
meeting the 45-day rule.  All pro-
posed resolutions need to be sub-
mitted to the resolutions commit-
tee by Sept. 28.

Resolutions requests can also be
dropped off at the Baptist Center
in Columbia in care of Carol
Moore.  

TM
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Timing, momentum important

to “Plant, Harvest, Rejoice!”
By Sharon Mager, Staff Writer 
and Jane Lippy,
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

It’s time.  The spirit of God is
moving through Maryland and
Delaware.  Baptist Convention of
Maryland/Delaware executive
director David Lee said, “We are
witnessing revival in our existing
churches.”  

Lee said he’s hearing many
reports of transformed lives.
Now, he said, we must boldly
move forward.  

An opportunity to do that is
through supporting this year’s
state mission emphasis and offer-
ing, which supports the church
planting movement, congrega-
tional development and local
missions.  

The 2001 focus on Maryland/
Delaware Missions and Week of
Prayer is based on Psalm 126:5-6,
Plant, Harvest, Rejoice!  

Churches will be receiving
prayer guides to inform and pre-

pare members as they seek God’s
help and blessings on the min-
istries highlighted as well as his
guidance on their personal giv-
ing. The guide is unique this year,
designed by Lifeway, featuring
golden sheaves of wheat blowing
in the wind. Awaiting harvest.  

The state
offering goal is
$200,000 with
over half,
$60,000 each,
allocated to the
primary goals
of planting
churches and
congregational
development
— planting the
gospel and
nurturing the
churches.  The remainder is used
for spreading the seed of the
gospel through hands-on loving
ministry through local missions.

Studies have shown that start-
ing churches is the most effective

way of reaching lost people for
Jesus.  Many communities have
no evangelical witness.  Cultural
and ethnic groups may have no
opportunity to hear the gospel in
their languages.  Maryland and
Delaware gifts will start 20 new
congregations in 2002.  

BCM/D is
committed to
developing
strong congre-
gations that
reach their com-
munities for
Christ and help
their members
grow spiritually.
Gifts received
will fund con-
gregational
development

strategies such as the ReFocus
Network for Bivocational Pastors
and the new Church Health
Center to assess, maintain and
correct the spiritual health of con-
gregations.

Allocations for growing lead-
ers and meeting needs are
$40,000 each. Dynamic leadership
is key in starting and developing
congregations.  BCM/D is com-
mitted to helping people grow in
their current and future leader-
ship roles.  Gifts grow leaders for
local churches, language congre-
gations, literacy programs, stu-
dent ministry and mission
endeavors. 

Gifts designated to meeting
needs include support of a vari-
ety of ministries to vacationers,
migrant workers, international
seafarers, race car drivers, disas-
ter victims, inmates, truck drivers
and many more.

David Lee, BCM/D executive
director, gave a challenge to each
church and church member.

“Pray about your personal
involvement in our 2001 State
Missions effort.  By moving bold-
ly now, we will plant, harvest,
and rejoice.  That is the promise
of God”. BLBL
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Seeking students coming to
New England

Dear Editor,
Are there students from your

state who will be enrolling in one
of the many universities in New
England (Connecticut, Maine,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
Rhode Island, and Vermont).  The
Baptist Convention of New
England serves these six states
and has ministry on many of the
campuses.

On most campuses we do not
have access to a religious prefer-
ence list and therefore we have no
way of knowing Southern Baptist
students enrolled.  We need per-
sons in the churches of your state
to help us contact them.  New
England and Baptist Collegiate
Ministries are small but are grow-
ing as we seek new ministry
opportunities.  We are eager to
provide assistance and ministry to
those who come to any of the
great institutions in our area.

If any of
your readers
have family, friends, or fellow
church members who are coming
to college in New England, we
would like to know who they are
and how to contact them.  We
would be happy to meet them at
airports or trains stations, and
help them in any way.  Please
send information to:

Collegiate Ministries
Baptist Conv. of New England
87 Lincoln Street
Northborough, MA 01532
(508) 393-6013, ext. 233;
FAX (508) 393-6016

We will ensure that someone is in
touch with them immediately.

Thank you, and remember to
pray for collegiate ministries in
this area.

John Ramirez
Director of Collegiate Ministry

Seeking students coming to
Naval Academy

Dear Editor,

Heritage Baptist Church in
Annapolis is seeking information
on any students who will be
attending the United States Naval
Academy this year.  The church
has historically strong ties to the
Academy and welcomes the
opportunity of ministry and serv-
ice to Midshipmen.  Please con-
tact me c/o Heritage Baptist
Church, 1740 Forest Drive,
Annapolis, MD 21401, if you
know of someone who will be
attending the academy.  Or, call
me at (410) 263-6680 or fax (410)
263-0996.

Henry Green 
Pastor

LETTERS TO THE EDITORLETTERS TO THE EDITOR

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

JESSUP, Md. — Here trucks
rule the roads and the smell of
diesel fuel fills the air. Baltimore
South Travel Center on Route 1 is
a one-stop shop for truckers offer-
ing an all-you-can-eat buffet
restaurant, a barber shop, a T-shirt
shop, doctors’ offices, citizens
band radio shops and hotel serv-
ices. 

There’s also spiritual help
offered. Behind the Knights Inn
Hotel there is a trailer with a cross
and big words that read “God’s
Trucking Ministry.”  Truckers stop
by to pick up free tapes, literature
or Bibles. Some want a friendly
face and a sympathetic ear. Many
stop by and come out new crea-
tures in Christ.

The man who runs the min-
istry from the trailer is Charles
“Hoppy” Hopkins. He is real
comfortable around the truck
stop. In fact, it’s where he lives.
Hopkins lives in the hotel behind
the trailer. He literally ministers
24-7, making himself available to
truckers all the time.

Hopkins was saved when he
was 13. He was raised in shelters
and foster homes. While in a shel-
ter, Hopkins heard some women
singing during a worship service.
He didn’t attend because he was
Catholic, but still enjoyed the
singing. When one of the ladies
asked him to go to a Christian

camp he agreed. That’s
where he heard the Gospel
preached and responded.
Through the years he said
he backslid and had some
spiritual ups and downs. He
bought his own truck, but
later had to give it up due to
a bad back. 

In 1980, Hopkins, after
recommitting his life to
God, felt the Lord calling
him to minister to truck
drivers. He began hitching
rides from stop to stop,
sharing the Gospel along the
way and depending on God to
supply his needs.  

“I was a roving chaplain. I
knew all the truck stops. I knew a
lot of the drivers.  I’d pick out a
spot where I’d want to go next,
and get a ride.” 

Through a godly series of
events, Hopkins was rushed to
the hospital due to a burst appen-
dix. It was very serious and he
had to travel to his brother’s
house to recuperate. He headed to
the Jessup truck stop to hitch a
ride. While at Jessup he discov-
ered that the volunteers in the
trucking ministry there had been
praying for a permanent chaplain.
Hopkins knew God wanted him
to be that person.

Each week Hopkins, with the
help of six volunteers, offers
weekly worship services, Bible
studies, and tape, literature and
Bible distribution. Hopkins said

the drivers really enjoy the tapes.
Close to 4,000 were distributed
last year. 

“We’ve had over 30 salvations
this year,” Hopkins said, adding
that many also recommitted their
lives. 

Needs for the ministry include
financial support, donations of
tapes, literature and Bibles.
Currently Hopkins is out of
French Bibles which he distributes
to French–Canadian drivers. The
chapel needs a new rug. The old
one is water-damaged and can’t
be cleaned. Paint on the outside of
the trailer is chipping. A new
paint job would be helpful. The
porch also needs another railing
added. 
[To read the rest of this story, go
to www.baptistlifeonline.org.]

For more information about
God’s Trucking Ministry, call
“Hoppy” at (410) 799-0018 or
email him at gtmj@wecare.org.

Charles “Hoppy” Hopkins

BLBL

Focus on Maryland/Delaware

Trucking down the narrow road



Timing and momen-
tum may not seem

like good Baptist words.
Certainly they do not
rank with “gospel” and
“saved.” Yet, when you
talk to a farmer about the
harvest, you will find
that both are critical.

Nowhere in our
world are the words of
Jesus more applicable
than here in the area

served by our multi-state convention. “The har-
vest truly is plenteous.” God is at work. We see
signs that God is moving in power. Momentum
describes our church planting movement. We
are witnessing revival in our existing churches.
I hear reports every week of changed lives.
Only God can make that happen. 

The time is right for us to join hands and
hearts to take advantage of the momentum of the
Spirit’s movement among us. Pray about your
personal involvement in our 2001 State Missions
effort. By moving boldly now, we will plant, har-
vest and rejoice.  That is the promise of God.

“Those who plant in tears will harvest with
shouts of joy. They weep as they go to plant
their seed, but they sing as they return with the
harvest” Psalm 126:5-6.

My wife, Lorraine,
and I enjoy movies.

Most Friday nights are
“date nights” and most
of the time we go to see a
movie. Recently, we went
to see the new Steven
Spielberg fantasy  A.I.,
Artificial Intelligence. I
didn’t know what to
expect. The acting was
excellent. I really liked
Haley Joel Osment, the
young boy actor who
portrays the prototype of

a robot-boy-with-feelings. His work on screen
was excellent.

However, I came away with very ambivalent
feelings overall. The movie portrays the robot-
boy as being in much the same pursuit as

Pinocchio, who desired more than anything to
be a “real” boy.   

I was struck by the contrast of what God did
when he made us. In contrast to Spielberg’s
idea of a perfect robot-child, the Bible says that
he made man “in his own image.” One of the
many facets of that phrase is that God created
us with the capacity to both love him and to
love each other. God’s great love for us even
allows us to choose against him and reject that
love. That takes a very secure creator.

Early in the movie, Professor Hobby, por-
trayed by William Hurt, shared with his peers
that this robot-child would convincingly repro-
duce human behavior but without the emotion
attached to it. The film certainly raises the ques-
tion of what responsibility those who create
have over their creations. The fatal flaw in the
movie is that it fails to take into account a love
like God’s who modeled his own incomparable

genre of selfless love by “taking on the form of
a man” and paying the ultimate price on
Golgotha’s hill.  

Inside the theatre we attended, there were
those who wept as their emotions were touched
by the movie.  I left with a personal confirma-
tion that every heart yearns for real love, both
as givers and recipients.  It doesn’t take intelli-
gence, artificial or otherwise, to recognize the
real thing.   

Though the movie possesses mesmerizing
special effects, no effect this side of heaven can
surpass the reality that (1) only God can create
a being who loves, (2) that only God is, in fact,
love, and (3) that only God, according to John
3:16, initiated and thoroughly modeled real love
for us.  There is certainly
nothing artificial about that.
Praise be to God!

Bob Simpson
Editor

Artificial intelligence falls short of actual reality

PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES 

It’s an exciting thing to read in the book of
Acts how God blessed the work of the early

church by daily adding new converts. God was
truly doing something new in their day! It
seems that God is doing something new in our
day in the history of Southern Baptists. As we
look around, we can see that now is the time to
plant, the time to harvest, and the time to
rejoice. In Psalm 126:5-6 the psalmist says those
who plant in tears will harvest with shouts of
joy; they weep as they go to plant their seed,
but they sing as they return with the harvest!
What the psalmist is saying is that planting is
not an easy task, but if we plant in hope, we
can shout and sing because there will be a har-
vest. It is time for planting and we must be
intentional about it. Time is of the essence; there
is much to be done. The call is now!

We must start more churches, develop more
leaders, strengthen congregations, and continu-
ously meet any other needs churches may have.
How are we going to do this? The answer is
through our State Mission Offering. The Lord
has blessed us with a wonderful way to carry
out this task, and I am encouraging every
Maryland/Delaware Baptist to partner with me
and the state staff in this mighty effort of plant-
ing a seed in our vineyard. With your help, we
can reach our goal of $200,000. I believe the
Lord is going to allow us to reach our goal and
more. My prayer is for God to bless us bounti-
fully and expand our opportunities, as well as
our influences, so we can touch many lives for
the Kingdom of God.  

Just as the New Testament churches grew,
we too can plant churches that will grow and

be evangelistic in their
ministries, present the
gospel in languages that
are understandable for
all people, send out
missionaries while sup-
porting them with
prayers and offerings,
and concentrate their
growth on the conver-
sion of lost souls. So let
us do our part so we
can sing as we return
with the harvest: There
will be a harvest, so let
us rejoice!
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James Dixon, Jr.
President of BCM/D

Plant, harvest, rejoice!

BLBL

BLBL

David Lee
Executive Director 

of BCM/D

It’s time to join hands here at home

BLBL

Visit us today @ www.baptistlifeonline.org
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Members of Alpha Church,
Delaware Association, run an organi-
zation called the Community
Development Corporation, estab-
lished by Dale Freeman Sr., Alpha’s
pastor,  CDC offers programs that
provide personal and human devel-
opment including counseling for cri-
sis intervention, teen pregnancy,
marital, drug and alcohol problems.
They also have a one-on-one mentor-
ing program for young girls, offer
tutorial help, cultural arts activities
and aerobic dance classes.

Though the program is separate
from the church, it is run by church
members and is a spiritual arm for
the church. Those who ask for spiri-
tual help are directed to the church.
Alpha also supports CDC in its mis-
sions. Church members provide
clothing, toys, food and gifts for fam-
ilies during the holidays. Each
month the church also supports
about 225 families that just need a
helping hand. If the church can’t
help a family they refer them to
other agencies or churches.

The singles of Oak Grove
Church, Bel Air, are organizing the
second annual Alpha’s Glory Walk
for Life to benefit the Alpha’s Glory
Pregnancy Center. It will be Sept. 29,
on the Ma and Pa Trail starting at
Friends Park, Jarrettsville Road,
Forest Hill. Registration will begin at
8 a.m.  Alpha’s Glory Pregnancy
Center is a non-denominational
Christian ministry that provides free 
pregnancy testing, assistance and
services that include counseling and
education in the areas of maternity,
adoption, parenting, pre- and post-
abortion, sexual abuse, AIDS, spiritu-
al, grief, abstinence awareness, sexu-
ally transmitted diseases, self-esteem
issues and budgeting. There is no
charge to clients for any of the cen-
ter’s services. For more information
about helping the center or to partic-
ipate in the walk call (410) 272-4711.

Calvert to Calvary Ministry pres-
ents Lighthouse in concert at
Southern Calvert Church, Lusby, at
7 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 29. Light-
house is a male quartet that sings
southern gospel music with an edge. 

Virginia Avenue Church,
Hagerstown,

will host the

music group Only by Grace on Sept.
30. The vocalists in the group are all
children of The Jacobs Brothers, a
musical evangelistic team well
known on the East Coast. Only by
Grace attempts to please a wide
range of music lovers by combining
southern gospel with contemporary
styles.

Hundreds of people are expected
to attend the ninth annual Brush
Arbor Day concert at North Glen
Church, Glen Burnie, Sept. 22.
Church members will build a stage
covered by a tent on the church
parking lot. That’s where three
bands — The Murphy Family,
Beverly England (formerly with the
band Refuge), and The Thomas
Family from Oklahoma — will per-
form. The church will serve free din-
ners. A love offering will be collected
to help defray the cost of the music
groups. 

Georgia Avenue Church,
Wheaton, will have cultural diversity
day on Aug. 26. Everyone will dress
to represent his or her native coun-
try. Flags from different nations
throughout the world will be on dis-
play.

First Church, Dundalk, had a
Celebrate Jesus festival as a neigh-
borly community outreach and fel-
lowship party on July 14. The family-
friendly event featured sandwiches,
soft drinks, cotton candy, snow
cones, rides, dunking booths, face
painting, games, prizes and music.  

Jeff Howell, a member of Grace
Church, Seaford, since his teens,
was ordained to gospel ministry on
July 1. He was called to be a youth
pastor with Faith Family Ministries
in Indiana. 

Paramount Church, Hagerstown,
will have a back-to-school, all-you-
can-eat breakfast as a special fellow-
ship time. Families will gather on
Aug. 19 before Sunday school to
enjoy the meal.

Teens from Paramount Church
helped Church Planter Brian Smith
lead Bible adventure clubs for three
days in different areas in Hagerstown.
Smith is pastor of the new church plant
Horizons.

Oak Grove Church, Bel Air, will
offer two courses by Beth Moore
starting in September. They are A
Heart Like His: Seeking the Heart of
God Through a Study of David and
Breaking Free: Making Liberty in Christ
a Reality in Life.

Arnold Fruchtenbaum, director of
Ariel Ministries, a Messianic Jewish

organization, spoke at Linthicum
Church, Arundel Association, last
month. Fruchtenbaum was born in
Siberia, Russia, after his parents were
released from a Communist prison.
He received orthodox Jewish train-
ing as a child and moved to New
York with his family in 1951. He
received theological training at
Cedarville College in Ohio and
Dallas Theological Seminary in
Texas. He shared with the congrega-
tion about The Logos and the Rabbi
and The Basis of the Second Coming.

There will be a Youth Rally at
Southern Calvert Church, Lusby, at
7 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 1. Frank
Shelton will speak, and Soul Desire
will provide music. The theme is MY
VOW, standing for Maryland Youth,
Voices Our Wait.

First Church, Dundalk, had a
puppet show on Aug. 8.  Agape
Puppets Ministry performed skits, a
chalk program and music. Church
members served light refreshments
afterwards.

Germantown Church,
Montgomery Association, held its
vacation Bible school July 16–20 with
record-breaking numbers set in
enrollment and attendance. The
enrollment was 246. The average
attendance was 174 and highest
attendance was 185. Sixteen boys
and girls made professions of faith in
Christ. Marcy Conner was VBS direc-
tor, and Curry Mitchell is pastor.

Parkville Church, Baltimore, had
its vacation Bible school July 23–27
and used the Truth Trackers curricu-
lum.

Weems Creek Church,
Annapolis, had its annual vacation
Bible school July 29 – Aug. 3. They
used the Truth Trackers curriculum.
Leaders held the worship rally out-
side under tents and added sand.
Just for fun they also had an archeo-
logical dig for the children.

Northwest Church, Reisterstown,
will have a Banner and Movement in
Worship ministry conference Sept.
14–15. The conference will feature
sessions for creative expression of
scripture; telling the old, old story in
a new, new way; movement for non-
movers; banners for beginners;
design; biblical mandate with 
banner research and intensive hands-
on construction. The 
conference includes materials, dinner
and breakfast.  

The special guest for the confer-
ence is Jeff Smith, of Salt and Light
Ministries. Smith and his wife,
Debbie, have recorded three albums,
written, produced and directed full-
length musicals and have produced

a series of movement and children’s
videos.  

The conference is $90 per person,
and includes conference materials,
dinner and breakfast. There is a dis-
count for groups.

For more information, contact
Northwest Church.

Ogletown Church, Delaware
Association, will have a huge
Experiencing God weekend Sept. 7-8.
The event is based on the book by
Henry Blackaby, Experiencing God,
which has been causing revival
throughout the SBC. The event will
feature special speakers who will
address each of the seven realities of
experiencing God as defined in the
book.

The church has prepared 
extensively for the event and is
expecting hundreds of people.
Members have spent over six weeks
intentionally praying for the event.
They’ve advertised on local radio
stations, bookstores, and other
media.  

Joe Mistler, who is one of 
several organizers, said the church is
excited and seeking God’s will and
being flexible to respond to what
God is going to do.

The event is free but registration
is requested. Day care will be pro-
vided Saturday. For more 
information, contact Ogletown
Church.

William Murray will be the guest
speaker for weekend revival
services at Severna Park Church,
Arundel Association, Sept. 15–16.
Murray is the son of notorious athe-
ist and Marxist leader Madalyn
Murray Ohair, who was instrumental
in having prayer removed from pub-
lic schools.  

Murray accepted Christ in 1980.
Since that time he founded
Freedom’s Friends, an organization
that provides worldwide aid to the
victims of communism. He also
founded a Bible publishing company
in Russia, while the nation was still
under Communist rule and is the
chairman of Religious Freedom
Coalition, USA. This may be one of
the few times to hear Murray. He has
told Lawrence Baylot, pastor of
Severna Park Church, that he is can-
celing most of his speaking engage-
ments to work full-time with the
Religious Freedom Coalition.

Jason Bolton is the
part-time minister of
youth at Calvary
Church, Rising Sun.
He is a graduate of

M u s i c
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Continued on page five
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BCMD Snapshots In History

50 years ago in August...

" WMU of Maryland reported:
“The summer of 1951 has given
happy camping memories to 261
boys and girls who attended 
WMU camps in Maryland.”
" Several students have been
employed by the Sunday school,
training union and student
department to work in our
churches this summer:

"Emily Popp, Second
Church, Cumberland, has helped
in VBS,  Summer Assembly, and
the Northern District Camp,

" George Bausum,
Woolford Memorial Church,
Baltimore, has preached, helped
in VBS, taken census, and served
as counselor at Summer
Assembly.

" Elwood Ulmer, First
Church, Elkton, where our new
work is getting started, helped in
youth meetings, helped with
VBS, done survey work and
served as counselor at Summer
Assembly.

20 years ago in August...

" South Columbia Baptist
Mission, Howard Association,
met in a joint meeting with their
sponsoring church, Savage
Baptist, on Aug. 2, 1981, and
extended a call to Stephen Neel
to be their first full-time pastor.
The Mission is presently meeting
in Hammond High School, Route
32 in Columbia. Robert Moore,
director of missions for Howard
Association, has been assisting
the mission since its beginning
last October.
" The Southern Baptist Seminary
Studies Program begins in
September its second year of
operation in Baltimore at the St.
Mary’s Seminary Ecumenical
Institute of Theology.  The pro-
gram is a joint effort of the state
convention and all six Southern
Baptist seminaries.

(from the archives of the Maryland Baptist,
forerunner of BaptistLIFE, as researched by
Maryan Brown, BCM/D Historian/Curator)

the 

University of Delaware with a
degree in illustration.  He plans to
pursue a seminary degree. 

Gwen Brown resigned as music
director of Greater Spiritual
Fellowship Church, Fort
Washington.

Conrad Burch, pastor of First
Church, Lansdowne, announced
his retirement, effective Dec. 30.
Burch has pastored the church for
14 years.

Brian Coday is the associate
pastor of youth and assimilation of
Ogletown Church, Delaware
Association. 

After searching for two years,
North Church, Delaware
Association, called Brian Ezell as
its youth/children’s minister, effec-
tive June 3. Ezell is the son of the
church’s pastor Jimmy. Brian, his
wife, Rachel, and their son, Jeffery,
were already members of North
Baptist. 

Gary Johnson has been called as
the new pastor of First Church,
Aberdeen. 

Don Harper resigned as the
music director of Olney Church,

Montgomery Association, 
effective July 30.  

Ocean City Church, Eastern
Association, called Jason Hilbert as
their new youth pastor. Hilbert and
his wife, Meagan, began minister-
ing to the youth on July 1.       

Tom Hodges has resigned as
youth pastor of First Church, Havre
de Grace, Susquehanna Association.
Hodges will minister at a church in
Tennessee.

Dan Lemmon resigned as youth
pastor from Lake Shore Church,
Pasadena.

Jack Maroon is the new pastor
of First Church, Crisfield. 

Kevin Newman resigned as
pastor of Loch Raven Church,
Baltimore. 

Edwin Reese became the new
pastor of Hazelwood Church,
Perry Hall, effective June 24. An
installation service will be held for
Reese at 11 a.m., Sunday, Aug. 26.
A church picnic will follow.
Anyone interested in attending is
requested to call the church office.

Manuel and Irene Serna are
new church planters working in the
Delaware Association. The Sernas
are working to plant a Filipino

church in the New Castle area.
Art Thompson resigned as min-

ister of youth at United Church,

New Carrollton.
Southwestern Baptist

Theological Seminary conferred
degrees on four students from
Maryland at the spring commence-
ment on May 19.

Philip H. French from Ellicott
City received the Master of
Divinity in Biblical Languages
degree.

Jeremy S. Lee from Annapolis
recived the Master of Divinity
degree. Lee’s home church is Faith
Church, Glen Burnie.

Amy L. Patrick from Havre de
Grace received the Master of Arts
in Marriage and Family Counseling
(MAMFC) & Master of Arts in
Christian Education (MACE)
degrees. Her home church is Oak
Grove Church, Bel Air.

Timothy G. Zittle from
Reisterstown received the Master of
Arts in Christian Education dgree.
His home church is Reisterstown
Church.

S e m i n a r y  g r a d u a t e s

Continued from page four
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By Susan Richardson
Guest Writer

NASHVILLE, Tenn. –– Hardly a
sound can be heard in the sanctuary
as a section of Braveheart is shown to

introduce the pastor’s
sermon topic,

“Spiritual Warfare.”
The church day-care pro-

gram is delighted they can
show a nice, clean movie like

Beauty and the Beast every Tuesday
afternoon. The youth group is doing
a discussion of current topics using
movies like Contact as discus-
sion starters.

All are interesting ways the
church is using the power of
the media to grab people’s atten-
tion. All are interesting ways of
stealing, as well, unless the church
is licensed for public performance
rights of these tapes.

This is the point at
which you may start to
ease your conscience

with these thoughts:
• It’s for church, a nonprofit organi-
zation.
• We aren’t charging anyone to see
these movies.
• We aren’t making copies and sell-
ing them.

• Who’s going to know?
This is the time to learn
something about copy-
right law. Federal law that
deals with intellectual
property is split into two
main areas:
• Industrial property concerning
inventions, trademarks, industrial
designs and appellations of origin.
• Copyright property concerning
literary, musical, artistic, photo-
graphic and audiovisual works.

In seeking permission to use a
tape at church, you could write the

distributor of any videotape
you plan to use, explain how
you’re going to use it, and ask

permission. You could. But you
would have to work weeks in
advance to track down addresses or
phone numbers and allow time to
get the permission. That’s a lot of
time spent when there is a much
easier solution.

In 1989, the Motion Picture
Licensing Corporation (MPLC) was
formed as an independent copy-
right licensing service exclusively
authorized by major motion picture
studios and independent producers
to grant “umbrella licenses” to busi-
nesses, nonprofit groups and gov-
ernment organizations for the pub-

lic performance of prerecorded
videocassettes and
videodiscs.  

[Editor’s Note:  In the
fall of 2000, a coopera-
tive venture with

Christian Copyright Licensing
International (CCLI) named
Christian Video Licensing
International (CVLI) to interface
with churches and church-related
facilities worldwide.] 

The MPLC/CVLI developed a
way for all these organizations,
including churches, to have blanket
coverage for copyright infringement
liability protection and at the same
time assure the copyright holder
that its rights are honored. 

Procedure for obtaining this
license is generally quick,
easy, and inexpesive.
To obtain an MPLC/
CVLI umbrella
license, call their toll-free
number (800) 462-8855 to get a
license fee quote. The church can be
licensed immediately over the
phone. The standard church fee is
$95 per year. Additional programs
such as a church-related school may
be on the same license at a minimal
additional fee. You can also ask for a 
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O U R  M I S S I O N

BCM/D will intentionally
assist in starting and
strengthening congrega-
tions so that they can
fulfill Jesus’ command in
Matthew 28:19-20.

O U R  V I S I O N

By 2010, the BCM/D will
have 600 congregations
with 150,000 persons 
fulfilling Jesus’ command
in Matthew 28:19-20.

O U R S T R A T E G I E S

• Church Planting

• Congregational 
Development

• Leadership  Development
and Support

• Missions Involvement

• Resource Development

O B E D I E N C E

We believe that God has
called us to a personal
relationship with him
through Jesus Christ and
that a consistent and
deepening journey with
him results in a personal
commitment to share the
gospel. We will be on
mission with God, and
we will help other “on
mission” Christians to
obediently fulfill God’s
call to make disciples
and minister to a hurting
world.

One of our 10 Core Values is

CONVENTIONCONVENTION life

By Jane Lippy
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

"Where do you begin with some-
body like Neil?" wondered Larry
Nelson, when asked to
share his recollections of
Neil Wilson. 

Wilson went to be with
the Lord on June 12 at age 74.
He had served Maryland/
Delaware Baptists for 41
years, working on the staff
of the Baptist Convention
of Maryland/Delaware
and pastoring several
Maryland churches.

Wilson, a Georgia native, pastored
Parkville and Severn Churches before
joining the BCM/D staff in the early
1970s, where he assumed responsibility
for the Brotherhood and stewardship
departments. 

Nelson, director of Skycroft,
answered his own question with these
recollections: "In the early years, he
was liaison between the convention
and Skycroft and had a great 
deal of input in decisions. He was
instrumental in the format and direc-
tion it [Skycroft] has taken. A hands-
on person, Neil was here quite often

and was very easy to work with. He
was there to support, encourage and
guide us. Yet, he allowed you suffi-
cient room for your own input and
creativity. For me, he was a mentor.

Financially conservative, we
operate Skycroft off the princi-
ples he helped to establish. I
believe that's why it's in the
situation it's in today. God
blessed Neil and used him to
do that. He would call several
times a year and be an encour-
agement to me." 

Lois Wilson said her hus-
band "loved people and want-
ed to win people to the Lord.

He was dedicated to the Lord's work,
involved in churches, and getting peo-
ple to work together."  

Dorothy Frisby, Wilson's secretary
for 10 years and now retired, said, "He
was a wonderful man to work for —
very concerned about people and their
troubles. He was a marvelous coun-
selor, compassionate, had a sense of
humor and was a fine speaker." 

Charles Barnes, retired executive
director, BCM/D, paid tribute to his
long-time friend and co-worker at
Wilson's funeral, June 15, at Glen
Burnie Church. "There are hundreds, if 

not thousands of people who have
been meaningfully touched by his
life."  

Barnes described Wilson as a "good
preacher, popular revival preacher,
caring pastor, effective 
interim pastor, humorist, reconciler,
fellowship builder, hard-working 
convention staff member, avid 
fisherman, expert gardener, well-read
person, serious student of Scripture
and family man. Above all, he was a
true friend who always had a listening
ear and gave wise counsel."

Prior to retiring from the conven-
tion around 1988, Wilson served on
the leadership team and as resource
management director.  He assisted
numerous churches in their Together
We Build programs.  Following a pas-
torate at Patterson Park Church, he
served as interim pastor at Grace
Church of Sunset Beach, Pasadena,
and Woolford Memorial Church,
Baltimore.  

In addition to Lois, Wilson's family
included sons, Richard and
Edwin, and four grandchildren.
Memorial gifts were requested to 
benefit Skycroft.

Neil Wilson remembered

Video Licensing:

more than a good idea . . .

Continued on page seven
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brochure that includes a mail-in
form. Payment can be mailed with
the form, or MPLC/CVLI can bill

the church.       
Once MPLC/CVLI has the signed agreement

from the church, a Certificate of License is
issued to be kept on file and renewed each year.
An MPLC/CVLI decal is to be displayed in the
church, so that it is evident a license has been
obtained.

When the church has the license, it covers
videotapes used in the church service, day-care
program, library, Sunday school, and other 
similar activities. All the areas of the church are
covered.   But with your license is a list of 
producers and distributors covered with the
license. The list is fairly long and comprehen-
sive. But note that neither Columbia nor
Paramount is included. These two large 
companies do not approve of blanket
licensing. In the case of using a video-
tape from either one, you would have to
write or call ahead and seek permission.

And what about videotapes created or dis-

tributed through religious bookstores or pub-
lishers? Study the packaging. 

Since many of the videotapes produced by
these publishers, such as LifeWay Christian
Resources, are produced for church use,
there is usually a statement to that effect.
Some distributors, such as EcuFilm, state that the
performance rights for a church group are included
in the cost of their tapes.

The VeggieTales™ series has a home-use-only
statement on the box, but if you visit the Web site
(http://38.196.61.141/), the following can be
found under FAQ: “We’d be happy to give you
permission to show our videos in a public setting,
as long as you do not charge admission of any
kind, including asking for donations or charging
to recover the cost of the viewing facility.”

There are also several areas that are com-
plete “no-no’s.” Material taped off television

or cable may not be publicly shown at any
time, even if the producing studio is otherwise

covered by a license. Editing or changing a prere-
corded videotape in any way is never covered by
the license.

You may be asking yourself, “So is
someone  in a trench coat with a fedora
pulled down over his eyes going to come
after my church if we use videotapes?”

Maybe. Maybe not. We live in litigious times.
But what you should really be asking is,
“What does my church need to do?” Churches
need to understand their obligations under
the law. Churches need to say, “We do not
want to steal intellectual property.”

For more information about the MPLC/
CVLI  license, visit or contact:
http://www.mplc.com or write them at
Motion Picture Licensing Corporation/
Christian Video Licensing International, 5455
Centinela Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90066; Tel:
(800) 462-8855; Fax: (310) 822-4440.  

Susan West Richardson is a freelance writer
and itinerant video producer/writer, 

Nashville, Tenn.

CONVENTIONCONVENTION life
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Video Licensing: More Than a Good Idea . . .

By Karen Sallac
BaptistLIFE Volunteer Correspondent

SALISBURY, Md. — Searching for new ways
of doing effective ministry is the heartbeat of
Eastern Association. And, Bruce Revel, their
director of missions, is one
who will give his stamp of
approval and his prayer sup-
port to those who are willing
to do the job.

Earlier this year, Lynn
Davis, campus/resort minis-
ter, got together with Karen
Sallac, migrant ministry
director, to host an ESL
(English as a Second
Language) class for individu-
als of Eastern Association. 

Lynn contacted Jean Webb
of Ogletown Church about
leading a class. Webb has been
an instructor for the ESL course for many years.
After sending flyers to each church and putting
an ad in The Baptist Informer, there were 20 reg-
istrants representing six churches of Eastern
Association.

Hoping to start a new ministry in Ocean City
with international summer workers, Davis
encouraged members of Ocean City Church to

take the class. Sergio Arce, pastor of the Hispanic
congregation at Immanuel Church, Salisbury,
and one deacon from his church came wanting
to reach out to the Hispanic community in
Salisbury. Ildiko Baugus and Susan Hill, mem-
bers of First Church, Easton, came for training to

teach conversational English to Korean
church members who worship on
Sunday afternoon at their church.
Baugus and Hill are
hoping more people
will be willing to be
trained so they can
have more classes for
the growing number
of participants 
wanting to learn
English.

The 16-hour
course was very
intensive. There is a
lot each teacher has

to know to prepare a lesson.
Lessons range from illiterate
beginner to advanced. ESL is
basically a conversational
English class with very little
reading and writing for the
students. Registrants were told
that prayer is the foundation,

and the purpose is to share Christ. 
Part of the training includes being able to

share your testimony. 
In his testimony, participant Luciano Salem

shared that he was saved after attending services
at Immanuel Church, Salisbury. They had been
invited by the pastor when he and his wife had
gone there seeking English classes. Now he is
hoping to share with others.

Revel hopes to build the
volunteer ESL staff by sending
at least one of these partici-
pants to training to become an
instructor in the future. Instruc-
tors who train teachers must
meet certain requirements
themselves, one of those being
to have been a teacher for at
least eight months. The associa-
tion hopes to have their own
instructor locally someday.
Teaching English is a real need
today and another way to
impact the world for Christ.

Another 16-hour course will
be held on the Eastern Shore in
September. A central location
will be chosen so folks from
Eastern and Delaware Assoc-
iations can participate.

On Oct. 7, you will have the chance to 
support the arts in a very simple way … by your
attendance! 

This year Mid-Maryland Baptist Association’s
annual meeting (at South Columbia Church) will
feature artists from different genres of the arts. A
drama group, a brass quartet and a choir will all
be performing for your pleasure. Also, there will
be an art exhibit titled a glimpse of the image
unseen. (If you are interested in exhibiting your
work, visit www.bcmd.org/aglimpse for more
details.)

Teaching the world about Christ through ESL
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Jean Webb awarding Luciano

Salem his certificate upon 

completing the ESL training.



By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

MIDDLETOWN, Md. — It was a somber scene in
the Pine Tree Lodge at Skycroft Conference Center.
As men and women entered the darkened common
room, they saw a coffin draped in black with lilies
on top.  Mourners wept openly. Not quite. 

It was actually an elaborate, hilarious prop used

by Randy Millwood who led a conference titled
“Raising Dead Classes,” one of about thirty confer-
ences offered at this year’s congregational develop-
ment training conference July 27–28.

Two hundred twenty-five participants from 42
churches came to South Mountain for the confer-
ence. Sunny days and cool nights made for a 
pleasant weekend event. This year’s theme was
Beyond the Walls. 

The conference used to offer only Sunday school
training sessions.  Last year additional classes were
added for discipleship training, 
deacons and family ministry. This year even more
new classes were added. In addition to sessions for
preschool to adult Sunday school teachers and lead-

ers, there were also classes on family, marriage, dea-
con and care group ministries, discipleship and spe-
cial education.  Mississippi Con-
vention staff and pastors led the Sunday school
training, deacon ministry, and “guest friendly
church” sessions. BCM/D staff, pastors and special
workers led the remaining classes.

Millwood, BCM/D consultant/specialist, was a
new conference leader of the annual event. In his
“Raising Dead Classes” session the funeral charade
had everyone participating, quickly adding to the
eulogy: “It was such a comfortable class. … They
served the best juice. … I had my own chair. … They
even sewed our initials on the cushions. … We had
the best teacher. … We didn’t have to prepare. …
Our teacher did everything for us.”

“When something is dead, bury it”, Millwood
said.  Many people keep programs on life-support
instead of acknowledging that what they’re doing
isn’t working, he said.

Millwood suggested the following methods to
revive dying classes:

• Go informal — be on the same level with your
class, don’t dominate discussions and stand 
over them.

• Build relationships — fellowship doesn’t hap-
pen naturally.

• Move from Bible teaching to Bible study.
• Evangelize — don’t forget why you exist.  Millwood
told a story about a class that was just  muddling
along. Then one morning a new couple came in and
the man needed Christ.  The class huddled around
him and prayed. Suddenly, the members remem-
bered why they exist and soon the class went from
about 15 to 30 and split into two classes.

• Never minister alone — always be training others
by involving them in ministry. Millwood said the
formula is this:  “First I do it and you watch. Next I
do it and you help. Then you do it and I watch.
Then you do it and I help. Finally, we both do it and
ask someone else to watch.”

On Saturday evening after the first track, Ron
Willoughby, pastor of New Hope Community
Church in Pasadena, brought the message and New
Hope’s praise team led the worship service.
Willoughby talked about Christians’ fears of having
their failures discovered. 

He told a story about a veterinarian who was
called to work with a king cobra.  Willoughby said
more people get bit trying to let go of a snake than
picking it up. It’s the same with sin, he said. 

Willoughby also made a point about giving up by
showing a film clip from the movie Blue Chips star-
ring Nick Nolte. Nolte played a basketball coach
who quit after he realized the failure he perceived
himself becoming. 

Then Willoughby told about “Rock,” a likable
fisherman whom Jesus met. He talked about Rock’s
friendship with Jesus, his impulsiveness, and later
his failure as he, Simon Peter, later denied Jesus. 

Willoughby called sin the Ebola virus of the soul,
destroying from the inside out. He called for
Christians to rely on God’s grace day by day in deal-
ing with chronic failure.

What, he asked, does it have to do with the con-
ference theme Beyond the Walls? 

“Until we break down the walls of our hearts it
won’t matter. Once you gather people you won’t
have anything to say to them,” he said.     

CONVENTIONCONVENTION life Starting New Churches...Strengthen Existing Ones

Reaching beyond the walls

Ministry to ministry families
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Larry and Barbara Hose, from Virginia

Avenue Church, Hagerstown

By Beth Clifton
Managing Editor

COLUMBIA, Md. — Sherry Lee, wife of
Executive Director David Lee, is serving
as ministers’ wives/families coordinator.
While Lee is still a teacher in Anne
Arundel County schools, her heart is
fully invested in this volunteer position.
She cares deeply about the wives and
families of the ministers who serve in the
BCM/D churches.  

During her husband’s first year as
executive director, Lee has traveled with
him across the convention as much as
her schedule has allowed.  She has tried
to get to as many places and meet as
many people as possible.  The people she has met
are “delightful,” she says.  Meeting so many peo-
ple has given her a lot of ideas about how to min-
ister to the ministry families.

One of her first goals is to set up a assortment
of ministers wives networks. The networks might
be put together as “affinity” groups.  For instance,
there could be a network for the wives of church
planters, a network for the wives of campus minis-

ters or a network for any
other grouping created by
the particular ministry of
the husband.  

Another set of networks
could be created based on
geography — regional or
associational networks.  

The women involved in each network would deter-
mine the focus. Support, fellowship and personal or
spiritual growth are just a few areas that could be

emphasized.  Lee envisions each group as
doing what they want in order to meet
their own needs.  She also see the groups
as being open, always welcoming other
ministry wives into the fold for friendship.

While most ministry families are part of
a loving church family, there’s something
special about being with other women who
are in similar positions.  There’s an auto-
matic common bond — an understanding
of where each other is “coming from.”  Lee
used the phrases “sharing the journey” and
“people who understand” to describe the

connection between ministry wives.
She also sees the possibility of mentoring relation-

ships between ministry wives.  For instance, a woman
who has been a ministry wife for many years could
partner with a new and, thus far, inexperienced min-
istry wife and be available to listen and offer guidance
if asked. 

A ministers wives version of something like the
“Welcome Wagon” might be implemented. When a
new ministry family comes to Maryland or Delaware,
a ministers wife already in the area could contact the
newcomer to provideinformation regarding schools,
stores, doctors and other daily life necessities.

Lee has a lot of other ideas still in the embryonic
stages.  She would love to see a ministers wives page
on the BCM/D Web site. Believing that the Web can 
be a great communication tool for really busy people, 

she said she’s looking for any way to make connec-
tions.  

On a more formal learning level, Lee is looking
into curricula geared specifically to ministers wives
that could be offered through BCM/D’s Center for
Innovative Leadership. 

There are currently two different annual events
that Lee intends to continue and to continually
improve.  One is the Ministers Wives Brunch that is
held immediately preceding the BCM/D annual
meeting every November. Wanda Lee, a ministers
wife for many years (who also happens also to be the
national WMU executive director), will speak at this
year’s brunch at the Ramada Inn and Conference
Center in Hagerstown. Sherry Lee has heard Wanda
Lee (no relation) speak and says she’s a wonderful
communicator.

The other annual event is the Ministers Wives
Retreat that is held each spring. All of the details are
not yet worked out for next spring, but Lee hopes to
keep making the retreats better and to meet the needs
of ministry wives.

“There is so much diversity — in ages, settings, life
experience, ethnicity, language, personalities and so
on,” Lee said about the people she met in her travels
this past year.  “There are so many ways to approach
the role of ministry wife.” She just wants to “bring
people together who can connect and who can meet
needs to help enable them to do what the Lord
would have them do.”
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Migrant Ministry
$5,000

Eastern Baptist Association:
Karen Sallac (410) 749-1820
Delaware Baptist Association:
Jim McBride (302) 741-2488
Both Eastern and Delaware
Associations minister to the thou-
sands of seasonal workers in their
areas through health kits, backyard
Bible clubs, worship services and
Bible studies at the migrant camps.

Baptist Centers $4,500
Canton Baptist Center (Baltimore):
Lloyd Moss (410) 563-1177
Nueva Esperanza (Wilmington):
Chad Cravens (302) 944.3016
State mission offering funds help
finance summer programs for chil-
dren and youth, tutoring, English
(ESL) classes, outreach Bible studies
for adults and evangelistic commu-
nity events.

Raceway Ministry $2,000

Delaware Baptist Association:
Jim McBride (302) 741-2488
Delaware Association ministers to
the NASCAR drivers, crews and
race fans by providing homemade
cookies, cold water, children’s activ-
ities, gospel concerts and outdoor
worship services.

Fair Ministry
$2,000

Western Baptist Association:
Kenny Heath (301) 729-6966
Delaware Baptist Association:
Fred Baily (302) 398-4362
Maryland and Delaware Baptists
minister to the needs of people
attending state and county fairs
through baby changing stations,
Bible distribution, cold water, chil-
dren’s activities and gospel presen-
tations.

Inner Harbor Ministry
$1,000

Bill Viel (410) 682-4357
Your mission gifts will help support
a variety of ministries such as feed-
ing the homeless, providing chap-
lain services for hotels and creative
outreach events in and around
Baltimore’s Inner Harbor.

Resort Ministry $4,000

Lynn Davis (410) 794-7069
Bibles, literature and ministry
resources provided through the
State Missions Offering support
outreach ministries to lifeguards,
campers, tourists and seasonal
resort workers along Maryland and
Delaware beaches.

Disaster Relief $10,000

Maryland and Delaware Baptists
are ready to demonstrate God’s love
to people and communities in times
of crisis by providing hot meals,
shelter, assistance in cleaning debris
and  with home repairs.  

Jail and Prison Ministry $2,000

Bill Crowe (410) 489-0344
Ministry to the needs of inmates,
families and correctional personnel
include regular worship and Bible
study, discipleship training, coun-
seling, holiday activities for children
of inmates and transitional care as
former inmates return to their com-
munities.

Trucking Ministry $2,400

Bill Crowe (410) 489-0344
Maryland/Delaware Baptists minis-
ter to the spiritual and physical
needs of truckers though Scripture
and tape distribution, chapel servic-
es, counseling and other needed
ministries.

Appalachian Regional 
Ministry
$1,000

Kenny Heath (301) 729-6966
This missions partnership between
the North American Mission Board,
Southern Baptists around the coun-
try and the Appalachian region
churches focuses volunteer efforts on
starting and strengthening churches
throughout Appalachia, including
our own Western Association.

Bibles and JESUS Videos
$3,500

June Holland & Ellen Udovich
(800) 466-5290  ext. 233 or ext. 216
Scripture and JESUS videos (includ-
ing a children’s version) are distrib-
uted to neighborhoods, hospitals,
prisons, nursing homes, county fairs,
truck stops, block parties and other
creative outreach events.

Port Ministry
$2,600

Kay Gerlach (410) 488-3606
Mission offering funds provide
Christian tapes and Bibles in many
languages that are distributed by
port ministry volunteers to interna-
tional seafarers and port employees.

Developing Leaders $40,000

New Campus Starts $10,000

(800) 466-5290 ext. 224
State mission offering funds will
assist in beginning new Baptist
Student Ministry work on various
college and university campuses in
Maryland and Delaware.

International Student Ministry
$12,000

(800) 466-5290 ext. 224
International students attending the
University of Maryland at College
Park are reached for Christ through
Bible study, assistance in adjusting to
American life and ministries directed
toward their special needs.

Children’s Ministry 
Leadership Training

$1,000

June Holland (800) 466-5290 ext. 233 
This training will equip children’s
workers and parents with an under-
standing of how to guide children’s
spiritual development as well as ways
to develop children’s ministries that
fit each church’s unique situation.

Literacy Leadership Training
$1,000

Ellen Udovich (800) 466-5290 ext. 216
State Mission Offering funds help
provide training for literacy min-
istry volunteers who share God’s
love as they teach youth and adults
how to read.

English as a Second Language
(ESL) $1,000

Ellen Udovich (800) 466-5290 ext. 216
English as a Second Language min-
istry provides local churches with
opportunities to communicate
God’s love to non-English speakers
and their families.

African American Leadership
Development $8,000

Ronnie Drake (800) 466-5290 ext. 227
Mission offering funds will help
provide specialized ministry train-
ing for African -American pastors
and lay leaders.

Ministry to Ministers 
Wives and Families $2,000

Sherry Lee (800) 466-5290 ext. 211
Your offering will help make possi-
ble opportunities such as retreats
and conferences that address the
unique needs of ministers’ wives
and families.

Conflict Prevention $5,000

Ron Brown (800) 466-5290 ext. 221
Conflict Prevention is a pro-active
strategy to educate church leaders
how to deal with the signs of con-
flict before they become divisive
and destructive in the local church. 

Meeting Needs    $40,000

Focus On Maryland/De



Whether through our BCM/D
ministries or in your own backyard,
practical demonstrations of Christian
love often pave the way for sharing
the gospel.

Here are just a few ways you can be
a part of changing lives . . .

• Bake cookies
• Tutor a child                                      
• Teach someone to speak English
• Share a testimony
• Put together health kits
• Lead a backyard Bible club

• Share a Bible, Christian magazine, or
JESUS video                                    

• Send a mission team
• Collect school supplies
• Repair a roof

For these and other mission-related
opportunities, call our Lay
Mobilization office at 800.466.5290,
ext.216, or your director of missions.

1. Display a map of Maryland and Delaware on your bulletin board. Cut out the little items and either put them on
the map or put them around the map and connect them to the approximate map location with bright yarn. If an item
is not associated with a particular location, it may be placed anywhere on the map.

2. Give each person in your study group a copy of the paper.  Divide into small groups and assign each group to a dif-
ferent missions article.  Have them report back to the large group who the story was about, the type of mission work
being done, how people are being reached for Christ through the ministry, needs the ministry has and ways the group
can pray for the ministry.

3. Guessing game: Review the poster of ministries so that the group is familiar with it. Divide the group into teams.
Cut out the items and pass them. Each person gives hints about their particular ministry (i.e. Migrant ministry: People
collect health kits for this ministry; this ministry happens in agricultural areas; etc.) Whoever guesses the ministry earns a
point for their team.  Option: try this as a charade game.

4. Around the year with state missions: This can be one big bulletin board in September or a series of bulletin boards
throughout the year.  Decorate the bulletin board with seasonal items (snowflakes for winter, sunflowers for summer,
etc.) Feature ministries that happen at that time of year. (Some ministries happen year round—they can be featured
during any season.)

How to Use This Page

■ Poster/State Missions bulletin
board.

■ Cut apart and place on 3 x 5
cards to read as prayer
reminders.

■ Study guide for children,
youth and adult mission
emphasis, age group or
church-wide study.

■ Missionary Moments to be
used during worship services
in the month of September.

■ Use the information in this
issue  as the program for
weekly prayer services during
the month of September.

Starting Churches $60,000

David Jackson (800) 466-5290 ext. 225
Our goal is to start 20 new congre-
gations in Maryland and Delaware
during 2001.  These include new
starts in Monrovia, Owings Mills,
Sunderland and Baltimore.  New
starts also include additional
Korean works, new Chinese work
in Montgomery Association and
Filipino work in the Wilmington
area.  Hispanic work will be of
major strategic importance in the
coming year as well.  Other project-
ed high-impact starts for the next 12
months will be in Abingdon, Quince
Orchard and Anne Arundel County.

Strengthening Congregations
$60,000

Bivocational Pastors
Refocusing Network $4,000

Wayne Harris (800) 466-5290 ext. 217
Through the Refocus Network
experience, bivocational pastors
will become more effective in their
ministry as they receive skills train-
ing, mentoring and gain a better
understanding of God’s purpose
for their personal life and calling.  

Collegiate Evangelism $3,000

(800) 466-5290 ext. 224
Your offering will help fund train-
ing opportunities to equip churches
and individuals with skills and
practice in reaching college students
with the gospel.

Church Health Center $12,000

Randy Millwood  (800) 466-5290 ext. 219
Maryland and Delaware Baptists
are committed to assisting churches
in maintaining or regaining healthy
relationships, clear communication,
and effectiveness in ministering to
people inside and outside the
church. 

Language
Projects/Conferences $9,000

David Jackson (800) 466-5290 ext. 225
These mission funds help support
language congregations as well as
finance specialized training events
for church leaders in their own lan-
guage and cultural context.

Ministers Continuing
Education $4,000

Ron Brown (800) 466-5290 ext. 221
Your gifts will help provide oppor-
tunities for ongoing study and pro-
fessional growth for ministers com-
mitted to lifelong learning and skill
development.

Operation JumpStart $6,500

Wayne Harris (800) 466-5290 ext. 217
Operation JumpStart is a strategic
initiative designed to “jumpstart”
visioning, planning and growth in
churches that are plateaued, declin-
ing, or about to enter a new chapter
in their development.

Teaching Tips

Senior Adult Ministries $5,000

Ellen Udovich (800) 466-5290 ext. 216
Your mission gifts will help provide
training events and ministry oppor-
tunities for senior adults in the
areas of personal evangelism and
“hands on” ministry in addition to
assisting churches in developing
effective senior adult ministry.

Single Adult Ministries $3,500

Ken Jordan (800) 466-5290 ext. 213
Maryland and Delaware Baptists
are committed to intentionally
assist churches in reaching the
never married, the separated, the
divorced, the widowed and the sin-
gle-parent family with the gospel of
Christ and in helping single adults
grow in their relationship to God,
others and self.

Special Education $2,000

Aquilla Smith (800) 466-5290 ext. 231
Your offering will help provide a
day camp for children and adults
with special learning needs as well
as provide training for churches in
ministering to the spiritual needs of
this unique group of people.

MissionFEST 2002
$6,000

Aquilla Smith (800) 466-5290 ext. 231
MissionFEST will provide Southern
Baptists from around the country an
opportunity to experience a week of
“hands on” ministry in Baltimore as
well as providing our churches and
ministries in Baltimore with an
extra boost to reach their communi-
ties with the gospel.

Youth Ministry Institute
$5,000

(800) 466-5290 ext. 224
Our mission offering will help fund
training for volunteer youth leaders
in how to develop effective youth
ministry that equips teens in min-
istry, discipleship and evangelism. 

“Plant, Harvest, Rejoice!”elaware



Prayer Guide
Starting Churches

Offering Goal: $60,000

Starting new churches is the most
effective way of reaching lost peo-
ple for Jesus. Many communities
have no evangelical witness.  Many
cultural and ethnic groups have no
opportunity to hear the gospel in
their own language. We are commit-
ted to starting new congregations to
reach these unchurched people.
Your gifts will start 20 new congre-
gations in 2002.  

Day One

Pray that…

Ten mission-minded congrega-
tions will commit themselves to
intentionally planting new churches
in the coming year.

Volunteers will be enlisted to pre-
pare the way for starting new
churches by helping with surveys,
prayer walks and evangelistic block
parties. 

Day Two

Pray that…

Energetic and capable church
planters will respond to the call of
God to start new churches in
Maryland and Delaware.

We will start new works in the
coming year among five ethnic/lan-
guage groups that we are not yet
currently reaching. 

Developing Congregations
Offering Goal: $60,000

Strong congregations are disciple-
making congregations. We are com-
mitted to developing strong congre-
gations that reach their communi-
ties for Christ and help their mem-
bers grow spiritually.  Your gifts
will develop congregations by fund-
ing strategies such as the Church
Health Center and ReFocus
Network for Bivocational Pastors.

Day Three

Pray that…

The Church Health Center will
assist churches in identifying areas
of strength and areas where they
need to grow and change. 

Pastors and congregations will
have the courage to make healthy
choices, even when that means
making difficult changes.

Day Four

Pray that…

Bivocational pastors will develop
effective time-management prac-
tices to enable them to balance the
responsibilities of family, job and
pastoring a church.

Through the Church ReFocus
Network, bivocational pastors will
gain strategic focus, skill training,
coaching, mentoring and accounta-
bility that will equip them to lead
their churches out into the harvest.

Growing Leaders
Offering Goal: $40,000

Vital, dynamic leadership is key
in starting and developing congre-
gations.  We are committed to help-
ing people grow in their current
and future leadership roles.  Your
gifts will grow leaders for local
churches, language congregations,
literacy programs, student ministry
and mission endeavors.

Day Five

Pray that…

Churches and volunteers will
accept the challenge of sponsoring
new Baptist campus ministry work
on local college and university cam-
puses.

College and university adminis-
trations will be open to student
ministry work starting on their
campuses.  

Day Six

Pray that…

The African-American
Leadership Development initiative
will meet the specialized leadership
needs of pastors and lay leaders
serving African-American congre-
gations.

Pastors in all of our churches will
have the insight to recognize future
leaders in their congregations and
nurture their development into
mature Christian leaders.

Meeting Needs
Offering Goal: $40,000

The spiritual and physical needs
of those we touch through the min-
istries of our churches are both
great and diverse.  We are commit-
ted to sharing Christ and a cup of
cold water whenever we can.  Your
gifts will touch the lives of vacation-
ers, migrant workers, international
seafarers, racecar drivers, disaster
victims and many more.

Day Seven

Pray that…

Christian ministry and witness
will touch every migrant camp in
Maryland and Delaware next sum-
mer. Pray for churches and volun-
teers to respond to this great need.

God will continue to open doors
for ministry with the Hispanic com-
munities on the Eastern Shore.

Day Eight

Pray that…

Mission teams and local volun-
teers will be effective in sharing the
gospel with the tourists, residents
and business community in Ocean
City.  Pray that campground owners
and public officials will continue to
allow Christian witness and min-
istry to take place.

The English as a Second
Language (ESL) ministry will open
doors to share the gospel with inter-
nationals working in hotels and
restaurants in the Ocean City area. 

September 9-16, 2001*

Week of Prayer
for State Missions

*NOTE: Some churches choose to promote the state Missions Offering for the entire month of September or during a week other than Sept. 9-16. 
For this reason, specific calendar dates are not listed.

Baptist Center Consultant/Specialists (800) 466-5290

Baptist Student Ministries
Lynn Davis, Eastern Shore campuses (410) 749-7069
Blake Hardcastle, University of Delaware (302) 369-8460
Kirk Ritchey, U.S. Naval Academy (410) 263-0963
Bobby Waddail, Towson University/UMBC (410) 830-2268

Camp Wo-Me-To
Harold Longsworth (410) 557-6296

Christian Social Ministries
Lloyd Moss, Canton Baptist Center (410) 563-1177
Brian Zimmerman, Mallory Center (410) 539-1406

Directors of Missions
Arundel, (vacant at press time) (410) 647-0507
Baltimore, John Draper (410) 426-2356
Blue Ridge, David Burt (301) 416-2921
Delaware, James McBride (302) 741-2488
Eastern, Bruce Revel (410) 749-1820
Mid-Maryland, William Crowe (410) 489-0344
Montgomery, Ron Blankenship (301) 279-2011
Potomac, Richard Logsdon (301) 645-2911
Prince George’s, Ron Rogers (301) 731-4199
Susquehanna, Dan Sheffield (410) 939-5525
Western, Kenneth Heath (301) 729-6966

Language Staff
Tae Hwan Park (301) 589-6470

Special Ministries
Lynn Davis, Ocean City Resort (410) 749-7069

Speakers for State Missions Offering



By Rhonda Owen-Smith
Baptist LIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. — Just as we have annual 
physicals, churches also benefit from annual
check-ups. To improve church health, BCM/D’s
Church Health Network plans to assist in 
checking the vitality of individual churches. 

For now, consider BCM/D’s Randy Millwood
as a surgeon with a practice exclusively for
churches. Millwood’s practice is based on the
actions of Jesus in the books of Matthew, Luke,
John and Acts. The Church Health Network 
models the practices of Jesus and how early
churches imitated him. 

When we visit a doctor the first time, we 
complete several forms. Likewise, Millwood has
church assessment forms. Unlike most doctors, he
allows each church to select one of four forms.
“The most important thing though is not the

forms, but for churches to participate in the
assessment believing the church as the body of
Christ can get healthier. However, there is no
time, place or circumstance in which the church is
100 percent healthy, because there is always more
to be done to reach the lost and teach the saved,”
Millwood says.

With the prognosis of on-going health con-
cerns, Millwood is positively upbeat. “As the
churches get healthier, the churches make a bigger
impression in the community, the churches grow,
lost people come to Christ, and people become
more like Jesus. With each check-up, churches are
made aware of other ways to impact the 
members, community, convention and world.” 

The check-up itself is painless. It consists of
questions about the church that are answered by
penciling in a, b, c or d. Key vital signs for the
health assessments are: discipleship-making, 
servanthood leadership, worship, small groups,

biblical community and others. The results of the
check-up are compiled and studied. Then, the
pastor receives a confidential report. The report
shows scores and a commentary on some topics. 

At this point, the Church Health Network is
ready to consult with the pastor or even the entire
congregation. If necessary, Millwood provides a
referral for the church to see a different consult-
ant/specialist.

Millwood plans to announce more details
about the Church Health Network in September,
including a kick-off and retreat in January. Until
then, look forward to church
check-ups, the services of
the Church Health
Network, and stronger
churches.

By Rhonda Owen-Smith
Baptist LIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. —  “Men need something to
do in our churches to move them from being
benchwarmers to active participants. We have to
let them know they are valued,” says Ronnie
Drake, consultant/specialist for men’s ministry
for the Maryland/Delaware Baptist Convention. 

With a strategic game plan, the men’s ministry
team is expanding beyond regional training and
camp sessions. “During previous training 
sessions, so many questions were asked that we
barely covered the planned materials. In our 
convention men want to be more involved in the
church and community. We are responding to
their interests by moving from planning to 
implementation. Already I see a need to form 
expansion teams to reach a greater number of
men,” Drake said.

Drake said, “What motivates me is the 
excitement of the men’s ministry team. With
them, we are on target. Currently, the team 
consists of men’s ministry team president, Jim
McBride Jr. (son of the Delaware director of 
missions), Tim Arnett, George Blevins, Dick
Chavez, Emmanuel Ephraim, Dale Grimley,
Norman Grafton, Wil Harding, Mike Harrington,
Willie Lampley and Zed Smith. These men are
key to the core of the men’s ministry effort. They
are great thinkers and strategic planners.”   

Additionally, Drake is looking for 25 men and
women to complete a three-day certification 
program. “The certification program is coed and
includes WMU, Sunday school and discipleship,
along with men’s ministry training. Our
Mississippi partners are helping, and I have 
contacted conventions in North Carolina, Texas,
South Carolina and Oklahoma.  

After certification, the men’s ministry team
members plan to guide the individuals until they

are comfortable con-
ducting seminars and
meetings. 
“We are implementing
a new wave of men’s
ministry that includes 
traditional men’s
groups and involves
them in all church pro-
grams and ministries.
We are not advocating
that men dominate,
but for them to work
beside and with other
church leaders,”
Drake explained.

Drake believes that when pastors embrace
men’s ministry efforts the results are even greater.
He anticipates men becoming more active and an
increase in saved and churched men. 

“If we focus on men, we will draw men.”

MeMe ssMeMe ss
ssMiniMinistrystry

By Ron Brown
Contributing Writer

In a recent conversation with a church leader,
she said, “We don’t have any conflict in our
church, but we do have major misunderstandings
and differences.”   

How long does it take for misunderstandings

and differences to become a conflict?  If they are
not addressed it only takes minutes, hours or
days. 

The “7 Levels of Church Conflict” graphic
shows that very few people are involved in these
first two levels — which give us our best opportu-
nity for reconciliation.  Usually misunderstand-
ings and differences are not taken seriously, dealt
with flippantly or ignored.  

“The pastor said some things in his sermon
which I did not understand, but it is no big
thing.”  Several "no big things" build into a "big
thing" conflict. 

Church leaders with some conflict training
will pick up on these early levels of conflict and
help the individuals involved work on them. 

One says, “I heard you say… .”   
The other says, “I’m sorry, what I intended to

say was … .  Does that clarify the matter?”     
These early levels of conflict handled quickly

lower the emotionality. Failure to address them
increases the emotional levels and makes it more
difficult for people to hear and trust each other.
When the trust level between people is high, we
usually give the other person the benefit of the

doubt and do not take the differences personally.
But, when trust is low or has been betrayed, the
differences build into disagreements and people
begin to talk about each other rather than talking
to each other.  

Matthew 18:16 is clear that talking to each is
the Jesus way. Talking about each other to others
only increases the distrust and creates unhealthy
anxiety in the relationship.  

The graphic shows that more of the congrega-
tion is involved at the disagreement level. These
become the "brush fires" church leaders and min-
isters talk about having to spend too much time
putting out.  Brush fires quickly lead to the next
level of conflict, which is party spirit and polariza-
tion.

If there is a bottom line it is learning to be 
sensitive to early signs of conflict and assist in
resolving these misunderstandings and differ-
ences in a timely way. 

In the final article I will address the more
stressful and difficult levels of conflict.

Ron Brown is the Director of 
BCM/D’s Leadership Center
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7 Levels of Church Conflict7 Levels of Church Conflict

Developed by Lloyd Elder

Total Members

Conflicted Members

MisunderstandingMisunderstanding

DifferencesDifferences

DisagreementsDisagreements

Party SpiritParty Spirit

BattlegroundBattleground

Holy WarHoly War

AftermathAftermath

Church conflict provides opportunities for growth (Part II)

Certification program planned for men’s ministry outreach

BLBL

BLBL

BLBL

Annual check-up leads to healthier churches
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Christian schools affiliated

with BCM/D churches*

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

Belair Church, Prince George’s
Association, sponsors Belair Baptist
Christian Academy. The school has
classes for students in kindergarten
through 12th grade. Teachers use A-Beka
curriculum. In addition to core content,
students are offered physical education,
music and art. They also have science
labs. The school is located at 2801 Belair
Drive, Bowie. For more information, call
(301) 262.0578.

Berwyn Church, Prince George’s
Association, sponsors Berwyn Baptist
School, 4720 Cherokee Street, College
Park.  Classes are available for students
pre-K through sixth grade. The school
uses various curricula. In addition to
core classes the school offers a computer
lab, music and physical education class-
es and a library. For more information
call (301) 474-1561 or e-mail 
bbscollegepark@hotmail.com. 

Cresthill Church, Prince George’s
Association, sponsors Cresthill Baptist
Child Development Center.  The school
is for students in pre-K through second
grade.  Each year a grade will be added.
Teachers are using a classical teaching
approach and curriculum. The school is
located at 6510 Laurel Bowie Road,
Bowie.  For more information call (301)
262-4141.

Elvaton Church, Arundel Association,
sponsors Elvaton Christian Academy,
8422 Elvaton Road, Millersville. The
school has been adding a grade each
year and now goes from pre-school

through 6th grade. The enrollment limit
per class is 15.  The school predominate-
ly uses the A-Beka curriculum.  For
more information call (410) 647-3224, e-
mail goodnewsbill@earthlink.net, or
access the web page at elvaton.net.

Faith Church of Laurel, Prince
George’s Association, sponsors
Faith Baptist Christian School,
12700 Claxton Drive, Laurel.  For
information call (301) 497-4490.

Montrose Church, Montgomery
Association, sponsors Montrose
Christian School, 5100 Randolph
Road, Rockville, for students in
grades K-12. For more information
call (301) 770-5335.

Lexington Park
Church, Potomac
Association, spon-
sors Lexington Park
Christian School,
46855 Shangri La
Drive South, Lexington Park. Classes are
offered for grades one through 12.  The
school uses A-Beka curriculum.  For
more information call (301) 862-4355 or
access their website at
ww.geocities.com/heartland/acres/1280.

Ocean City Church, Eastern
Association, sponsors Ocean City
Christian School for students through
grade nine.  They will add an additional
grade each year. The school uses a com-
bination of different Christian curricula.
The school is located at 10037 Golf
Course Road, Ocean City. For informa-
tion call (410) 213-7595.

Pleasant View Church, Susquehanna
Association, sponsors Lighthouse
Christian Academy, 7 Pleasant View
Church Road, Port Deposit. The school

goes from kindergarten through 8th

grade and uses the “principal approach
– the Noah Plan.”  For more information
call headmaster Carl Brostrand at (410)
378-3279.

Potomac Heights Church, Potomac
Association, sponsors the Potomac
Heights Christian Academy for pre-K
through sixth grade students.  Each year
the school will add a grade. The curricu-
lum is A-Beka. In addition to core cur-
riculum, classes include Spanish and
personal computer instruction. Students
also have access to a science lab. The
school is located at 37 Glymont Road,
Indian Head. For more information call
(301) 753-9350 or e-mail
DrPrferguson@Yahoo.com.

[*This list represents the schools who
responded to our  request in last month’s
issue.]

FAMILYFAMILY life

KEN JORDAN
BCM/D

Consultant/Specialist 

for Family Ministry

(800) 466-5290 Ext. 213

kjordan@bcmd.org

LINDA FOWLER
Director

McCormick Family Life Institute

Baptist Family & Children’s Services

(800) 621-8834 Ext.130

lfowler@baptistfamily.org

ASK KEN & LINDA...

Dear Ken & Linda,
I’m feeling kind of nervous about school starting this year.

I like being in a routine, but my kids have really enjoyed the
relaxed summer schedule, and so have my husband and I. My
fourth grader is dreading going back to school. My 5-year-old
who begins kindergarten this year is excited but seems so
young to be in school all day.

Anxious & Ambivalent Mom

Dear Anxious & Ambivalent Mom,
It’s normal for both parents and children to have mixed feel-

ings about school, and some years are harder than others.
Coupled with excitement about the new school year and satis-
faction in having a regular routine is anxiety over parent-child
separation, scheduling challenges, homework and various other
issues that are part of the school year. A smooth transition from
summer to school is important. It sets the tone for a successful
school year, as well as for future successful transitions.
Consider these tips as you move your family gracefully from
summer into school: 
•Be aware of your own feelings. Sending your youngest child
to kindergarten can be a very sobering experience. Letting go is
one of the hardest parts of parenting, but it is helpful for your
children to see that you are proud of their progress. So, deal
with your own insecurities and grief privately . 

Don’t make your son’s dread of the new school year your
own. Recognize his feeling, “You’ll really miss sleeping in and
swimming at the pool,” but then help your son find something
to look forward to in the coming school year. 
•Be as informed as possible. Find out everything you and
your children need to know about their school — the date
school starts, who their teachers are, the arrival and departure
times, the bus schedule, the lunch routines. The more they
know about what to expect and how to behave, the more confi-
dent they will feel. 
•Get ready together. Plan for your children to have everything
they need. Let your children be involved in choosing the things
they will need and use. Tell them what you will and will not
buy. Using the same sturdy backpack two years in a row is not
a bad thing. Put important dates on the family calendar, and
post on the refrigerator copies of your new schedule a week
before it starts. 
•Ease into the new routine. Move bedtime up five or 10 min-
utes each night during the final days of summer vacation, and
get up a little earlier each day.  Your children — and you — will
probably be especially tired those first couple of weeks of
school. 
•Be involved in your children’s school experience. Research
clearly shows that children perform better in the classroom
when parents are involved at school. 
•Develop activity guidelines. Keeping track of children’s
extracurricular activities (and getting them there) is a great
stressor for parents. Some families have a “one activity at a
time” rule or a “one sport per kid” rule. Some have a “one
church activity and one other activity” policy. 
•Trust God to hold your child’s future. The most important
thing you can do for your children is pray daily for them,
remembering that the God who created them loves them
beyond imagination and has a bright future for them!

Ken & Linda  
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ne day in Sand Dollar
Cove, Crusty Crab was

being mean. Crusty took Ollie
Oyster's crayons, and he pushed
Clarice Clam down on the 

playground. Then he cut in
line in front of Sunny Starfish.

"Be kind to your friends,"
warned his teacher, Mrs. Tuna
Tidewater, "or you won't have
any."

"Who needs friends? They 

just get in my way," snapped
Crusty.

On the way home from
Reedy Bottom School, Crusty took
a shortcut through Solomon the
wise Sea Turtle's seaweed garden,
stepping on the plants.

"Crusty, one day your
meanness will be your end, and
you'll wish for a friend," Solomon
warned.

"No way!" Crusty shouted
as he rushed across the street
without looking.

"That crab is heading for
trouble," Solomon shook his head.

He was right. Down the 

street, Crusty saw some trashcans
in front of Seamore Seahorse's
house. As he lept over one, he
gave the other two trashcans a
whack with a stick. The cans went

tumbling. Garbage spilled all over
the street.

"Ha! Ha!" Crusty laughed,
delighted at the nasty mess he had
made. "Someone is really going to 
have a hard time cleaning up."
At that moment, one of the trash
cans bounced off a fence and into

his path. "Aaaughh!" Crusty
yelled as he took a nasty fall.
He twisted his ankle, scraped
both knees and an elbow, and
bruised the backside of his
shell.

"I can barely walk,"
Crusty thought as he lay on
the ground. "How am I going
to make it home?"

Just then, Crusty saw
Ollie, whose crayons he had
taken that morning, walking
toward him.

"Maybe he will help
me up," Crusty thought.

But Ollie saw Crusty,
too, and he was afraid. Ollie
crossed to the other side of the

road and walked past Crusty.
Next, Crusty saw Clarice,

whom he had pushed down.
"Maybe she will help me," Crusty
thought.

But she, too, was afraid.
Clarice spun around and clammed
up her shell. "I'll pretend I didn't
see him. Maybe he'll go away," she
thought.

"Fine," Crusty wailed. "I
don't want your help," he said,
even though he did.

Then Crusty saw Sunny
and Seamore walking home
together. "They won't help me
either," he thought.

To his surprise, Sunny
walked right to him. "Are you
hurt?" she asked, helping him to
his feet.

Crusty thought Seamore 
would be mad. "Doesn't he 
know I was the one who 
toppled his trash cans?" Crusty
wondered.

Seamore just smiled. "Let's
get some bandaids," he said. "I'll
start cleaning up."

"Why would you want to
help me?" Crusty asked.

"You're our friend," Sunny
said.

"And you need our help,"
Seamore agreed.

The next day, Crusty
seemed different. He brought
crayons for Ollie. He pushed
Clarice, but this time she was
swinging. He even let the whole
class go ahead of him in the lunch
line. 

On his way home, he
stopped at Solomon's house to
replant his seaweed garden. 

"Why did you come to
help me?" Solomon asked. 

"You're my friend, and you
needed help," Crusty shrugged.

(c) Copyright 2000, 
Todd & Michelle Deaton
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It�s your story...we just tell it!MISSIONMISSION life

By Jane Lippy
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. — MissionsFEST,
a ministry of Woman’s Missionary
Union, provides a volunteer missions
opportunity for adults from across the
country. These volunteers join with
local Christians in a highly concentrat-
ed effort to support ongoing mis-
sions projects lasting three to seven
days. Through MissionsFEST,

adults 18 years and older in groups
of three or more can experience an
intensive and rewarding missions
experience.

Baltimore will be the site a
MissionsFEST event, Sept. 15-21,
2002. Steeped in WMU history,
Baltimore was the home of Annie
Armstrong and the first national
WMU office. Other MissionFESTs
are scheduled in Philadelphia,
Chattanooga, Chicago, Seattle and

the Mississippi River delta
area.

Aquilla Smith explained
that the Baltimore Association
will tell the Maryland/
Delaware WMU what proj-
ects need to be done. Smith
expects 300 to 350 volunteers,
with at least 100 being local,
will 
participate in this national, state and
associational effort. Projects may

include backyard Bible clubs, 
reading to students, block parties,
etc. The planning group will begin
work around the first of the year.

Baltimore to be site of MissionFEST in 2002

BLBL

FIRST-PERSON FEATURE ARTICE
GEARING

UP FOR FALL

As I sit
here enjoying
a fresh, cool
glass of
homemade
lemonade, I
am being
bombarded
with catalogs
offering me
specials on

coats and winter clothes. It only
makes me want to adjust the ther-
mostat for more cooling!

As badly as I hate to admit it,
summer is now galloping by and
fall is getting closer with each day.
Maybe it is time to look in that
direction with regard to WMU.
With the ease of tapping a few but-
tons on your computer ( or on your
telephone ((800) 968.7301) you can
connect to the source for the prod-
ucts (old and new) you need for a
successful WMU year.

Each WMU director and
age–level leader needs her very
own copy of the 2001–2002 WMU
Year Book. This treasure-house of
information will keep you on the
right track. Don’t forget to order
the How To ... books for each age-
level.

Some of you have indicated you
are just too tired to do anything.
May I suggest you get another
glass of lemonade and settle in to
read Growing Weary Doing Good?
Encouragement for Exhausted
Women by Karla Worley. Karla
encourages every exhausted
woman (like you and me) to work
on God’s timetable and experience

his rest. While
you’re resting
you might
want to read
storyteller
Barbara
Joiner’s
Beyond Belief 2

as she shares inspiring beyond
belief biblical and contemporary
stories.

As the weather cools, you may
feel the urge to start walking again.
Jim Maxwell has written Body Soul:
Walking With God To Total Health to
assist you in getting a spiritual
workout during fitness walking
and find renewal for your soul.

Discover the Joy of Missions as
you read and share with those
around you.

MISSIONS IS PERSONAL

Sept. 9–16 has been set aside as
Focus on Maryland/Delaware
Missions. It is not too early to
begin thinking about what you will
do personally to ensure that this
year’s focus is a success. This
year’s theme, Plant Harvest Rejoice!
emphasizes personal involvement.
Even big “planting machines” can
only plant the seeds selected and
placed in the machine. As you look
at the four major areas of alloca-
tions — starting churches,
strengthening churches, meeting
needs and developing leaders —
begin to pray very seriously as to
how God can use individuals to
make a difference. Pray for areas
identified as church starts. Dare
you pray that you would be used
to start a new church or that you
join your gifts and talents with a
congregation to strengthen it? Can
you be counted on by God to give
beyond your usual State Mission
Offering this year.

Becoming involved in a special
ministry, learning a new skill to
use on mission may be where God
is leading you. Only you can
answer what God is telling you to
do. I do know missions is personal
and that one by one we can and 
must make a difference.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

It has been estimated that 49 
million Americans have disabili-

ties. This means that 10 to 15 per-
cent of a community’s population
will include exceptional people.
For every one person with a dis-
ability, there are two to four family
members who are affected by the
disability. Many of these people
and their families are lost and
unchurched. It is further estimated
that about 90 percent of all church-
es have little or no ministry to the
special needs person or their fami-
lies.

In her book A Place for Everyone,
Athalene McNay lists these special
needs as mentally handicapped,
physically handicapped, visually
handicapped or blind, learning dis-
abled, hearing impaired or deaf,
multi-disabled, behavior disor-
dered, and exceptionally bright.

If we are serious about reaching
our states for Christ, we must not
overlook this large segment of our
communities. The first thing we
must do is to be sensitive to the
people around us as we seriously
look at their needs. Many families
with disabled members still try to
“protect” themselves by keeping
the disabled person a family secret.
Our churches must be an open and
caring haven for all people.

God commands us to love one
another. In the love chapter, 1
Corinthians 13, we are told that
love understands what a person
can and cannot do. We, the church,
express God’s love through our
kindness and actions. It is God’s
love that makes it possible to see
individuals and rejoice with them
on their accomplishments.

As churches, we must take a
good, hard, long look at what our
purpose is, why we exist and what
we hope to accomplish. That look 
may cause us to see the need to
reach out to people with disabili-
ties. Once you are open to follow
Christ’s command to reach all peo-
ple, he will prepare the hearts of
people in your congregation to 

carry out this unique and special
ministry.

We here at the state convention
office are ready to meet with you
and assist you in experiencing an
outpouring of God’s grace as you
enter the world of exceptionality.
Call me on (800) 466.5290, ext. 231
or e–mail  for more information. 

2001 REGIONAL TRAINING

Woman’s Missionary Union
(WMU) /Maryland/Delaware will
sponsor four opportunities to train
church WMU leaders and mem-
bers. In each location the How To ...
book for each age-level (WMU,
Women on Mission, Acteens, Girls
in Action and Missions Friends)
will be taught. The program will
begin with registration at 9:30 a.m.,
classes begin at 10 a.m., and con-
clude at 12:30 p.m. in each location.
The program will be repeated in
each location, so everyone is wel-
come at any of the four. To register,
send in your application with a $2
registration fee to: WMU, BCM/D,
10255 Old Columbia Road,
Columbia, MD 21046.

Saturday, August 25
Baltimore/Mid–Maryland
Associations –– Westminster
Church, Westminster

Saturday, September 8
Arundel/Potomac/Prince George’s
Associations –– Kettering Church,
Upper Marlboro

Saturday, September 15
Blue Ridge/Montgomery/Western
Associations –– Virginia Avenue
Church, Hagerstown.
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Mission Bits: BCM/D churches missions involvement 

Compiled by Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

One of the newest exciting
facets of missions is that more and
more BCM/D churches are head-
ing out to actually do hands-on
missions. Some are in their own
backyards.  Others are across the
oceans.

Summer is an especially busy
time for mission trips.  Some teams
are leaving Maryland and
Delaware to work while other
churches are hosting mission teams
here.  Below is just a sampling of
what BCM/D churches are doing:     

MISSION TEAMS FROM

MARYLAND AND DELAWARE:

" BRAZIL

A mission team from Severn
Church, Arundel Association, head-
ed to Guarapari, Brazil last month.

The teams worked for 10 days on
construction projects and hosting a
vacation Bible school for children.

" KENTUCKY

Olney Church, Montgomery
Association, sent a mission team to
Kentucky July 30 – Aug. 6. The team
helped run backyard Bible clubs for
Southside Baptist Church in
Covington. Team members also
served meals at a rescue mission and
helped organize two clothes closets.
They gave a presentation about their
trip to the Olney congregation on
August 12.

" ONTARIO

The creative movement group
and youth choir of First Church,
Havre de Grace,  headed to Ontario,
Canada, for a mission trip July
26–30. The group led a workshop on
creative movement. They also
helped minister during a street festi-
val, sang in concerts, and led back-
yard Bible clubs.

" TASMANIA 

Northwest Church, Reisters-
town, sent a mission team to
Tasmania, Australia, this summer to
lead worship workshops. They
arrived on June 13 and returned on
the 29th. The team was comprised of
Grant Lauterbach and his son
Joshua; Darrell and Marie Brown;
Nolly Murray; Pat Parkent; Rob
Millner; and Bill and Joan Kaiser. 

Shortly after they left on their
way to the airport, the team had an
opportunity to witness to their cab

driver, a Ukrainian Jew. They told
him about the Russian Jews living in
the Owings Mills area, and the min-
istries to them.

Ben Armacost met the group
upon arrival. Armacost and his wife
Judy are International Mission Board
missionaries working in Australia.
Their home church is Northwest.
The Armacosts welcomed the team,
hosted some in their home for the
stay and made arrangements for the
others.

The first Saturday night in
Tasmania the group attended a talent
show featuring the combined talents
of Baptist churches in the area. On
Sunday team members began lead-
ing worship workshops. Grant
Lauterbach said that the team’s goal
was to share what worship is — the
purpose, forms and functions. They
explained the differences between
seeker, evangelistic and worship
services. 

“On the last night what we did is
asked them to be creative and design
a new worship service,” Lauterbach
said.

Also, Lauterbach said, for the
record, “Jet lag does exist.”

" MOLDOVA

Over 2,556 young women partici-
pated in a sexual abstinence confer-
ence, the first of its kind in Moldova,
earlier this summer. Jewel Boulet
and Kathleen Colemen, both mem-
bers of Hockessin Church, Delaware
Association, led the conferences
along with Olga Mokan, the
“responsible sister” for women’s
work in the Baptist Union of
Moldova, and Irina Popov, a gyne-
cologist at the Immanuel Christian
Medical Clinic in Chisinau, the
largest city and capitol of Moldova.

“After one of the conferences I
was in a church that had some of
their young women present,” Mal
Utley said. “They were filled with
gratitude for the conference and
asked, ‘When will you have a confer-
ence for the boys?’” Utley was the
mission team leader and coordinator
of the BCM/D and Moldova part-
nership that ended last year.

Utley spent some of his time in
Moldova visiting a village where on
an earlier trip he and others were
forbidden to have a medical clinic.
After taking the doctor in charge
some medicine, doors were opened

and Utley was also able to spend
some time with a psychiatrist who
ran a local mental hospital. Con-
ditions were terrible — the hospital
was dirty and run down, and for
many months went without food or
medicine.  

“At the 2000 annual meeting of
the Baptist Convention of
Maryland/Delaware we took an
offering for this hospital and
received $2,500,” Utley said.  “I sent
the money to the pastor of the
church who sponsors a mission in
this town [Frunza] who has pur-
chased mattresses, paint, food, disin-
fectants and medicine. When I
toured the hospital on June 22, this
hospital was another place.  It had
been painted.  It was clean and the
staff was upbeat.” 

" MARYLAND

Faith Church, Hampstead, sent a
teen mission team to River Valley
Ranch in Carroll County. The teens
painted cabins, cleaned in the
kitchen and helped with general
maintenance work.

Youth from Leonardtown Church
spent a week helping Ocean City
Church earlier this month.

MISSION TEAMS TO MARYLAND

AND DELAWARE:

" ALABAMA

A team of 25 youth and their
leaders from Eastaboga Baptist
Church, Alabama, lent a helping
hand to New Hope Baptist Center,
Wilmington, last month. The team
helped do community outreach at
the center through drama, music and
“human video” shows.

" OKLAHOMA

A mission team from New
Beginnings Baptist Church in
Shawnee, Okla., visited Bethany 
Church, Wilmington July 14–21.
They spent time prayer walking, vis-
iting the community and leading a
backyard Bible club.  

" TENNESSEE

Another mission team from
Gladeville, Tenn., came to Bethany
in Wilmington July 21–28. This team
led backyard Bible clubs and sports
camps. The group also brought a
praise team and singing group. They
gave concerts each night in the com-
munity while other volunteers
passed out Christian literature. 

" TEXAS, MISSISSIPPI AND 

ALABAMA

Summit Trace Church got big
helping hand this summer from mis-
sion teams from Lubbock, Texas;
East Haven, Miss.; and Auburn, Ala.  

The 100 member team from
Lubbock traveled by bus to
Frederick. This is the second year the
team has helped Summit Trace.

“This is the first time in
Lubbock’s history of doing these
mission events that they have

returned to the same place back-to-
back,” Bill Craig, pastor of Summit
Trace, said.

FBC Lubbock is well known across

the country as a leader in mission
work. In fact, Jimmy Storrie, their
senior youth pastor, is writing a book
about the group’s adventures for the
North American Mission Board. 

The team worked through late
June and early July hosting Freedom
Festivals featuring hot dogs, popcorn,
drinks, craft booths, games, prizes
and sports at four local parks.

The results, Craig said, were awe-
some. Several young people have
accepted Christ as their savior and
now there are many prospects church
leaders are busy following up on.

The mission team from Lakeview
Church, Auburn,  helped with youth
events and gave free concerts. 

The team from East Haven hosted
kids clubs.
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VAL HAM’S LIFE CHANGED BY

MISSIONS OPPORTUNITY

Val Ham, Lexington Park Church,
Potomac Association, was surprised when
Mal Utley, her former pastor and coordinator
of the BCM/D and Moldova partnership,
asked her to go to Moldova as part of a
medical team five years ago. She wanted to
be involved in missions, but wasn�t thinking
quite that �big.� Ham went and has never
been the same since.

She returns year after year and will go
again this year even though the partnership
has officially ended. Her passion is to aid the
street children, those who literally live on the
streets or under bridges as well as those
whose parents aren�t able to adequately care
for them. She does this through a program
called Hope for the Family, operated by
Liuba Ceban. Ceban is a Moldovan social
worker, but without government help.

Through her relationship with the chil-
dren, Ceban gets to know the families and
determines which ones she, her workers and
those wishing to help can impact the most.
Ham is helping Ceban by procuring spon-
sors for the children. She sends the e-mail
to Ceban who gets the information to the
children. The children respond.



By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. — In an effort
to recognize and encourage single
adults in their gifts, talents and
contributions to the church and to
missions, the Southern Baptist
Convention has established the

first Sunday after
Labor Day
each year as
Single Adult
Sunday.  This
year churches
throughout the
convention

will be promoting single adult
activities to coincide with the
emphasis on Sept. 9.

Below are some ideas for the
single adult emphasis:

Have a special day that may
include a single adult breakfast
social and promotion of singles
events. Have the morning worship
feature single adults singing spe-
cials and giving testimonies.  

Plan an overnight singles
retreat or conference featuring spe-
cial speakers, local celebrities or
music groups. 

Plan a fun-filled sports event
for single adults.

Have a single adult “blitz,”
having church members work
together to plan an outreach min-
istry to singles, then spend a day
or weekend making visits.

Kick off a new single adult
program and publicize it on a des-
ignated single adults day.

Plan a coffeehouse or other
event targeted as an outreach to
singles.

A steering committee can be
formed to plan events.  The com-
mittee can include representatives
from each identity of singleness —
divorced, never married, separated
and widowed.

Ken Jordan, single adult con-
sultant for the Baptist Convention
of Maryland/Delaware, suggests
pointing to the contributions sin-
gles are making to the congrega-
tional life, rather than recognizing
those who are single.  Jordan said
that by just “recognizing” singles
in general they might be made to
feel categorized.  

If your church has a unique
way to celebrate this day, let us
know.  Log onto our new website
and share your ideas by going to
www.baptistlifeonline.org.
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NEWARK, Del. –– I
often hear people talk
about what they own.
Many want to talk
about their house,
their cars or, in many
cases, their invest-
ments. Many years
ago a friend and men-
tor taught me a valu-
able lesson, that is I
don’t own anything —
it all belongs to God. 
The Bible tells us in
Psalm 24:1, “The earth

is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world
and all who live in it.” This passage clearly
directs our attention to whom ownership
belongs. Previously to my encounter with my
mentor on this subject, I truly believed what I
had was mine. I believed that because of my
efforts, I had “earned” these things. My mentor
gracefully taught me that all I had was a result
of what God had chosen to give to me. You see,
he gave me the ability to learn, apply what I
learned, the ability to work and the ability to
earn income to buy these “things” with. I am
fortunate to have had this education early in
my life. I believe because of this discipleship, I
have truly been enriched both materially and
non-materially. I recognize that our Lord is in
the business of giving gifts, to date my most
cherished gifts include my salvation, my wife,
my children, my health and the opportunity the
Lord has given to me in business. This business
isn’t mine, it’s his.

Being that everything we have comes from
the Lord, we must exercise great care with what
he has entrusted us. In fact he makes a promise
to us in Matthew 24:46-47, “It will be good for 
that servant whose master finds him doing so 

when he returns. I tell you the truth, he will put
him in charge of all of his possessions.” 

I often hear people talk about having “play”
money for the stock market. Investing is serious
business and should only be done so with a
serious attitude. In God’s house there is no such
thing as “play” money. Serious money isn’t an
amount; it’s an attitude. 

As you reflect on your own life and
what God has entrusted to you, have
you taken proper care of what God
has given to you? Have you offered
thanksgiving or do you need to ask
for forgiveness? Many of you
already recognize that you have a
responsibility to be good stewards
of God’s resources. I want to
encourage you to continue in your
stewardship efforts! 

Recently, the stock market has
demonstrated that it doesn’t always go
up.  This decline has caught many
investors by surprise and consequent-
ly, their investment portfolios have
declined, many due to improper asset
allocation. Being in the profession of
financial consulting we talk a lot about
asset allocation. In fact, the very same
magazines that not too long ago touted the
“technology” companies are now beginning to
talk about asset allocation. 

The interesting part about asset allocation is
that it is not something new! In fact, I believe
the Bible makes reference to asset allocation in
Ecclesiastes 11:2: “ Divide your portion to seven
or even to eight, for you do not know what mis-
fortune may occur on the earth.”  God’s word is
clear that not having all of your eggs in one
basket is a stewardship principle, but as an
investment professional, I can share with you 
that it is smart management.

Briefly, asset allocation is simply determining 
the categories of assets to invest in and the
proper portions that would be allocated across
those categories. In 1986, Determination of
Portfolio Performance was published by Brinson,
Hood and Beebower in which they reported the
results of a study of 91 large pension funds over
a 10-year period from 1974–1983. Brinson and

his colleagues sought to explain the dif-
ferences in performance of these 91
funds in terms of investment practices
which fell into three categories: securi-

ty selection, market timing and asset
allocation. Using statistical models to
sort the contribution of each of these
models, the Brinson study concluded
that, on average 93.6 percent of the
variance between total returns of these
large pension funds was attributable to
how they allocated their assets.
Securities selection and market timing
accounted for very little. 

I hope this short piece will be of
help to you over the coming months
and years. Many of you already recog-

nize that you have a responsibility to
be good stewards of God’s resources. I
want to encourage you to continue in

your stewardship efforts!

Glenn Duckworth is a financial consultant 
and an accredited asset management specialist 

with A. G. Edwards & Sons, Newark, Del., 
and a member of Hockessin Church, 

Delaware Association.  

Glenn Duckworth
Guest Writer
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Stewardship principles to live by

Ideas for celebrating Single Adult Sunday Sept. 9
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MINISTER OF YOUTH
AND EDUCATION —
First Baptist Church of
Delmar, Md., is seeking an
outgoing individual, a
good communicator and
someone who has a heart
for Bible study and youth.
FBCD is a small town con-
gregation located on
Maryland’s Eastern Shore.

Interested candidates
please send resume to:
FBCD, Personnel
Committee, P O Box 200,
Delmar, DE 19940.

PART-TIME MUSIC
DIRECTOR —
Leonardtown Baptist
Church, in Leonardtown,
Md., is looking for a part-
time Music Director. For a
complete job description
and salary information,
contact Leonardtown
Baptist Church at (301) 475-
2267.

ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF
YOUTH — 
Gethsemane Baptist of
Glenwood, Md., is seeking
an Associate Pastor of
Youth to develop and lead
a comprehensive ministry
to students in grades 6–12.
We are seeking a spiritually
mature and creative leader
committed and called to
working with young peo-
ple.  The Associate Pastor
will need a professional
education at the graduate
level in student ministry
(This can be negotiated
with the right candidate) as
well as an appropriate
amount of experience in
this area of ministry. The
Associate Pastor of Youth 
will work closely with our
staff of two other full-time 

rs in leading our church to
be a relevant ministry in
one of the world’s most
important metropolitan
areas.  We are located in
what many would call a
suburban area; however,
we are very close to two
major American cities,
Baltimore and Washington
D.C.  To apply, please send
resume to: Personnel
Committee, Gethsemane
Baptist Church of Glenwood,
14135 Burntwoods Rd.,
Glenwood, MD  21738.  
E-mail:  gbcp@gethse-
manebaptistmd.org.    

PART-TIME YOUTH
DIRECTOR —Taneytown
Baptist Church is in search
of a part-time youth direc-
tor. If interested, please
contact Taneytown Baptist
Church, 4150 Sells Mill
Road, Taneytown, MD
21787 or claudutz@carr.org

PART-TIME YOUTH
DIRECTOR —
Responsibilities include the
spiritual feeding and care
of our youth in grades six
through 12. Sunday morn-
ings, Wednesday evenings,
plus visitation and other
youth activities. Send
resume to: Catonsville
Baptist Church, 1004
Frederick Road, Baltimore,
MD 21228, Attention:
Personnel Committee.

PART-TIME MUSICIAN
(piano or organ or 
keyboard) — for Sunday
morning. Send resume to:
Catonsville Baptist Church,
1004 Frederick Road,
Baltimore, MD 21228,
Attention: Personnel
Committee.

DEDICATED CHRISTIAN
TEACHERS NEEDED —
Faith Baptist Christian
School, a ministry of Faith
Baptist Church of Laurel,
Md., is presently hiring
teachers for the elementary
grades. Interested individu-
als should contact the
school office at (301) 497-
4490 or School Board
Chairman Jane Crowell at
(301) 776-3299 for more
details.

PASTOR FOR SPIRITUAL
FORMATION  — VIEN-
NA BAPTIST CHURCH,
Vienna, Va., is seeking a
woman or man to fill the
position of Pastor for
Spiritual Formation. Vienna
Baptist Church places a
high value on the worship
of God and on the historic
principles of the priesthood
of all believers and soul
freedom. To emphasize the
importance of spiritual
growth, the congregation
has decided to place a
Pastor for Spiritual
Formation on the church’s
staff. This person will serve
as resource person for spiri-
tual formation to the entire
congregation, with initial
emphasis being on chil-
dren’s and youth ministry.

To recommend someone
or to apply for the position,
please send a resume to:
PSF Search Committee,
Vienna Baptist Church, 541
Marshall Road, SW, Vienna,
VA 22180 . For pertinent
information about our con-
gregation and the position
description, go to 
www.VBC-VA.org. 

LIN WALLBERG, SOLO
HANDBELLS — Available
for concerts, worship serv-
ices, clinics or weddings. 
Contact: Lin Wallberg 
Phone: (301) 586-0317 
E-mail: wallberg@juno.com

RETREAT TO THE
OCEAN — The Baptist
Retreat Center in Ocean
City is available for Spring
and Fall Retreats. We can
accommodate groups as
large as 65. Adjacent to the
Retreat Center is our
church building, available
on request with kitchen
facilities, 
fellowship hall and meet-
ing rooms. For booking
information, please call the
Ocean City Baptist Church
office at (410)289-6573.

LOWEST LONG DIS-
TANCE — 4.9¢ (State-to-
State) Anytime. In-State
(Md. or Del.) 5.9¢, FREE
800#s 4.9¢, FREE Calling
Cards 12.9¢, NO Monthly
Fees, 6 Second Billing, 24
Hour Customer Service,
Home, Church, Ministry or
Business, Free Information
1-888-423-9797.

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX
YOUR AD –– Deadlines
are three weeks in advance
of publication date. Pub-
lication date is the third
Friday of each month
(except January). Classified
advertising is 50 cents per
word (not including contact
information and words
with two or less letters)
with a $20 minimum.  10%
discount for BCM/D
churches and members will
be applied.  Contact us for
display ad pricing. The entire
paper is also accessible online
at www.baptistlifeonline.org. 
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While there are many
attitudes in which

Christians are not distinct
from non-Christians, our
most recent study shows
that abortion andhomosex-
uality are not among them.
Our survey of 1003 adults
found the following:

"Three-quarters of born-
again adults say that abor-
tion should be illegal in all
circumstances or under all
but a few special circum-
stances.  Only four out of
ten non-Christians hold the
same view.

" Born-again adults were
twice as likely as non-born
again adults to state that 

homosexuality should not 
be considered an acceptable
alternative lifestyle.

"Eight out of ten born-
again adults disapprove of
clergy performing marriage
ceremonies and blessing
marriage unions between
two gay people. In contrast,
just half of all non-born-
again adults oppose gays
being married by clergy.

To read the more compre-
hensive analysis, visit
Barna’s home page:
http://www.barna.org

BITS & PIECESBITS & PIECES

THE BARNA UPDATE

THE CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD
If your church’s newsletter is not

here, it can be for only 
$12  per issue! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL

800.466.5290 ext. 245BAPTIST DIGEST
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Born-again adults remain firm in 
opposition to abortion and gay marriage

Easter holiday banned in
U.K. schools

The Easter holiday will
no longer be celebrated in
public schools in the United
Kingdom. They will be
replaced with a nonreli-
gious “spring break.” The
Independent Commission
on the School Year
explained that “many
schools have as many as 12
religions represented in the
classroom. We want to be
able to reflect that.” Church
leaders are campaigning
against the anti-Easter
changes.

French Christians fear
anti-sect law

A new law aimed at con-
trolling the activities of
dangerous religious sects is
causing controversy and
fear in France. The law’s
sponsors say it will give the
courts power to clamp
down on sects that use
methods such as brain-
washing or drugs to attract
young people. The law also
makes provision for the
new offense of “mental
manipulation” punishable
by a fine of up to $75,000
and five years’ imprison-
ment. A French parliamen-

tary commission has made
a list of 172 designated
cults to keep watch on. The
names on the list include
evangelical and Pentecostal
churches. As a result, many
churches are considering
removing the word evan-
gelical from their names.
French Protestant
Federation president Jean-
Arnold de Clement said
that on 10 occasions since
1999 the inclusion of the
word evangelical in the
name of a church or
appearing in its mission
statement has gotten people
into trouble — at times
making it difficult to rent
premises or to get help
from official bodies.

Jesus’ language disappearing
Aramaic, the language

that scholars say Jesus
spoke, is quickly disappear-
ing. At one time it was the
most common language of
the Middle East, but now it
is spoken only by three
small Syrian villages 40
miles north of Damascus.
Residents of the villages,
most of them Catholics, are
committed to passing down
the language to future 
generations.
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By Tim Nicholas 

JACKSON, Miss. (BP )— I got a call
not long ago from a genealogical socie-
ty that has done thorough research on
Old Testament characters.

They went to 1 Chronicles, which
lists members of the Hebrew family
tree. And they continued delineating
relatives of those people down to
today’s time.

What they’ve discovered will
change my life. They found that I am a
direct descendent of Jabez.

Anyone who reads anything at all
will know that there is a tiny book on
the best-seller lists called The Prayer of
Jabez.

The book by Bruce Wilkinson dis-
cusses Jabez’ prayer to God asking for
“a blessing, increase in territory, to be
kept from evil, and that he not cause
pain.”

Today there is a plethora of
“Jabezory.” That is to say, you can find
Jabez calendars, framed mottos, jewel-
ry and a hundred other souvenirs tout-
ing my ancestor’s prayer.

How does this change my life? It
seems that these producers of Jabezory
have taken what is known about Uncle
Jabez and stolen the results of his per-
sonal prayer, making millions in the
process.

What the researchers, supported by
a gaggle of lawyers, have done is to
report to me that I actually own any
products that refer to Jabez in any
way.

It’s nothing new. The descendants
of Mr. Presley still own his likeness
and any money that is earned using
what he said or did still belongs to the
family.

Not long ago a judge ruled that the
families still owned the likenesses of
the Three Stooges.

I think I have just become a multi-
millionaire. These guys are now my
lawyers and I have given them per-
mission to prosecute these thieves to
the full extent of the law.

Several judges (especially one
named Deborah) have requested that
should this come to trial, they want
this in their court. Bruce Wilkinson has

surrendered already. He
sent me this morning
all of his royalties for
the book he wrote
about my Unk.  Of
course, every cloud
that has a silver lining

also seems to have a thunderstorm
underneath. This morning I got a letter
from a lawyer representing a guy who
prayed the prayer of Jabez about a
year ago, trusting that if he prayed the
same prayer he would prosper just
like Jabez. Then he invested heavily in
the stock market, losing his shirt.

The lawyer heard that I am Jabez’
descendant and decided that just as I
get the benefits of The Prayer, I should
pay the penalties. He sent me a bill for
$138,493 for the guy’s losses. And he
sent me a copy of his ad that’s on the
Internet offering to represent any oth-
ers that have losses from Jabez’ prayer.

I phoned him immediately to
explain that just because God granted
Jabez his request there was no promise
to any others a financial boon.

God, I explained to the attorney,
probably didn’t mean the prayer was a
cash cow; otherwise we would be con-
trolling God. Clearly, God never
intended for all people to be rich.
Remember what he said about the
poor being with us always? Well, they
probably prayed Jabez’ prayer and
only increased their ability to witness
for God, and never filled their barns
with filthy lucre.

The lawyer said he already had a
hundred lawsuits ready. They’d proba-
bly go class action before it would be
over.

Then this afternoon I got a call from
the chief genealogist reporting that
they had made a slight error in deter-
mining my ancestral background. It
seems that instead of being a descen-
dant of Jabez, I am a direct descendant
of one of Jabez’ brothers, one named
Elvez.

Okay, I realize that the Bible notes
that “Jabez was more honorable than
his brothers.” But I think that lets me
off the hook. I’m calling that lawyer
right now to stop the lawsuits and I’m
sending Bruce back his check.
Maybe I’ll see if I’m related to Peter.
He couldn’t keep his mouth shut,
either.

Nicholas is a writer with the Mississippi
Baptist Convention in Jackson and an

adjunct journalism professor at
Mississippi College.BaptistLIFE
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Momentary blessings flow from rights to      

Uncle Jabez’ prayer
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