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Terrorists strike at the heart

Continued on page seven

By Jane Lippy
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. –– Although in
some areas, houses of worship dot
the countryside and
line city streets, “only
25% of the people in
Maryland/Delaware
attend any church.
Over 4 million need to
be reached with the
Gospel,” explains John
Faris, director of
finance/treasurer, Baptist Convention 
of Maryland/Delaware.

Believing God’s bold plans
require a kingdom response.\

“Legacy of Faith – Reaching Our
Children and Grandchildren for

Christ,” a campaign
for support of church
planting in Maryland/
Delaware, will be
unveiled at the
BCM/D Annual
Meeting, Nov. 12-13,
in Hagerstown.

Currently,  “We
are in the midst of a church plant-
ing movement in Maryland/
Delaware and are fervent about 

God’s plans are bold plans

Continued on page seven
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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. –– As the
world trade center buildings col-
lapsed, the Pentagon burned and
victims died, people called upon
the name of the Lord. 

Some magazines declared
"God is Back".  And now
Christians are preparing to intro-
duce him in the aftermath of our
national crisis.

Church leaders are scram-
bling trying to seize the moment
to reach those coming to them for
comfort and counsel.  Disaster
relief teams are heading out to
their assignments.  And every-
where folks are asking weighty
questions trying to make sense of
it all.

George Ferguson, bi-voca-
tional pastor of Christ Creative
Church, was working about 300
yards from the Pentagon when it
was hit by one of the hijacked
planes.

"When the terrorist plane hit
the Pentagon, I heard the explo-
sion and felt my building rock. 
A co-worker asked, 'What was
that?’ and then another came
screaming, ‘… they hit the
Pentagon!'  I saw the smoke bil-

lowing up, the fire alarm went 
off and we evacuated the build-
ing. It was a horrific sight to see.

"It weighed heavy on my soul.
I went to the West Side of the
Pentagon to see the damage.  The
hole was large and haunting.  I
went twice to see it, once in the 
evening and then at night.  I saw
two US Air Force chaplains who
were ministering to the victims
and had prayer with them.  I am
a former US Air Force officer and
US Army Reserve Chaplain.
These are the days that try men’s
souls.”

Disaster relief
George Blevins, BCM/D’s

state disaster relief coordinator,
became immediately alert and
ready, putting workers across the
two-state convention on stand-by.

Meanwhile teams from across
the country began pouring into
New York to man feeding sta-
tions, give spiritual counsel and
relieve tired rescue workers.

Blevins was called about two
weeks after the attack to put
together two teams – one with five
chaplains, and one with 20 trained
disaster relief workers.

The chaplains were specially
trained in critical incident stress
management and trauma inter-
vention.  Their jobs were to work
at the compassion center.  That's 

where people wait for word about 
their friends and relatives, or for
their remains. The chaplains also
gave support and encouragement
as they worked in the morgue.
Some of the chaplains also worked
doing sidewalk ministry.

Blevins also assembled a team
of twenty trained volunteers to 
man the food unit Oct. 6 through
13.  Maryland is part of the
Northeast Consortium and disas-
ter teams are rotating to relieve
tired workers.

Ellen Udovich, BCM/D’s
direct ministries consultant/spe-
cialist, said churches have been
calling her to find out what they
can do. Udovich said she's been
advising churches to pray, and to
get involved in other disaster
relief efforts, such as those going
on in West Virginia.  New York is 

still reeling and
can't cope with 
too many people
coming all at 
once. There are
many other
ways people can
help, Udovich
said.  Visiting
nursing homes
is one way.
Many people
there remember
Pearl Harbor
and are afraid

now and need someone to talk
to. 

Churches respond
John Gauger, pastor of Perryville

Church, said that prayer was key
from the very beginning.  As soon
as the two planes had hit and peo-
ple realized it was a terrorist attack,
Gauger said people were getting
onto their knees. That, he said, was
part of preventing the other plane
from making it to its target.

"God used the prayers of thou-
sands of churches to protect us,
like he does the army and navy,"
Gauger said.  

"The churches are the best first
response," he said.  The govern-
ment had to take time to prepare, 
but right away Christians began
meeting in churches to pray.
Members checked on each other 

PHOTO BY JAMES DOTSON

Exterior shot of impact site at the Pentagon
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Recently I read
an article in
USA Today

about Billy Graham.
At age 82, Dr. Graham
will be doing his 409th
crusade this month in
Fresno, CA.   Fighting
Parkinson’s disease,
he still maintains a
fiery core that still
bursts like flames
through those Carolina
blue eyes.  What is so
amazing about him, even in the
winter of his life and ministry, is
that his spirit is still strong even
though his body is slowly weaken-
ing.  What a picture of a Christian
soldier who has “fought the fight”
and “run the race” as well as any
human being who has ever lived!
Consider the record:  His multime-
dia global preaching has gone out
to countless millions of people.
125,000 pastors and evangelists
have been trained and equipped for
the “work of  the ministry.” Only
eternity will fully reveal what God
has been able to do through the life
of this dear and precious servant of
God.

Dr. Graham even touched my
young life in a profound way.  No,

I wasn’t converted
listening to Billy
Graham.  [At the age
of 7, I walked the
aisle  at Second
Church, Cumberland
at the end of a
Sunday morning
worship service and
gave my heart to the
Lord.  I am the spiri-
tual product of a

Christian home where
my parents took me to

church and modeled the love and
life of Christ before me every day].

Billy Graham’s influence on me
was from a different tack.  As I
grew up watching crusade services
on T.V., reading Decision magazine
in our home, and even listening to
LP records that Word, Inc. produced
in those days of Billy Graham cru-
sades, I was galvanized in my faith
by the awesome simplicity of the
gospel message as preached by Dr.
Graham.  He, George Beverly Shea,
Cliff Barrows, Tedd Smith, Don
Hustad, (and others throughout the
many years) have always preached,
sung, and played the simple truths
of the gospel.  Their detractors
have often criticized them for this.
What critics never seemed to

understand [and what Dr. Graham
always knew] is that it is “not by
might, not by power, but by my
Spirit, says the Lord.”  

Dr. Graham taught me from an
early age how much could be
accomplished through one life
totally sold out to and completely
empowered by the Lord.   

Singer Pat Boone has written a
song about Dr. Graham. One of
the verses says, “He would not want
to hear it, he’s such a humble man,
but around the world we need to say
it: Thank you, Billy Graham!”  

There’s an interactive Website
where you can view and post testi-
monials from people all over the
world, great and small.  The site
address is:
www.ThankYouBillyGraham.com

No, he doesn’t want to hear it
because his focus is on the Lord.
But I still want to go on record
saying what I have no doubt Dr.
Graham will ultimately hear in
heaven, “Well, done, Billy
Graham.”

And thanks, Dr. Graham, for
being such a sterling example to a
young, impressionable teenager …
and to us all!

Bob Simpson
Editor

Thank you, Billy Graham!

We live
in a

world of so
much uncer-
tainty. We
never know
from one
moment to
the next
what will
transpire in
our lives or
in our world.   

Recently
we experi-

enced a great tragedy. One that is
unexplainable and so unnecessary.
No one knew things would change
so drastically within a few seconds
that would turn our nation upside
down and bring fear and danger to
our front doors. Even though we
are uncertain of what will take
place in the future, one thing we
know for sure is that God is
unchanging.

As I was preparing for Bible
study and reflecting on the lives

that were lost in the terrorists’
attacks, I suddenly came across
these words in the book of Psalms,
“I will never leave you nor forsake
you.” These words should bring
such a feeling of comfort in one’s
heart knowing that even in death
He is right there. 

Then I was reminded of the
words I heard spoken from a pas-
tor years ago. He stated that we
must live our daily lives on the
cutting edge of eternity, link our
life’s purpose on the hem line of
eternity, and lean on the infinite
resources of eternity. In other words,
it simply means we must trust in
God always even in times such as
these. The Lord has promised to
go before us and protect us from
hurt, harm and danger. As God’s
children, our souls are anchored in
Him.

If, by chance, you find yourself
becoming fearful or discouraged
by the recent or future events, I
encourage you to revisit II Chron-
icles 20:12 and reflect on King

Jehoshaphat’s actions when he
learned that a multitude was
encamped against Judah. It is said
that he feared and set himself to
seek the Lord. He made a pro-
found confession to the Lord,
when he said, “O our God, wilt
thou not judge them? For we have
no might against this great com-
pany cometh against us; neither
know we what to do: but our eyes
are upon thee.”

In order for us to continue liv-
ing normal lives, in the midst of
chaos, we too must come to the
conclusion that we have no might
against this great multitude. 

But we are going to keep our
eyes upon the Lord regardless of
how devastating the situation may
be. Be encouraged, knowing that
He has promised to be with us
always even to the end of times. 
“‘The battle is not yours, but
mine,’ says the Lord!”

James Dixon, Jr.
President of BCM/D

Be encouraged: “the battle is the Lord’s”

BLBL

[Editor’s Note: It has come to my attention that, in last month’s issue, we inadvertently used a Joe McKeever cartoon on page 9 that
identified the female character as “Mrs. Ledbetter.”  Mr. McKeever is both a cartoonist and a Texas pastor and was certainly not aware
of the history of that name with Maryland/Delaware Baptists.  Of course, BaptistLIFE never  intended to disparage the wonderful
ministry of the Ledbetter family who made enormous contributions to Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware over many, many
years.   It never occured to us that the use of this particular cartoon would offend anyone.  I apologize for any hurt or embarrassment
that it caused members of the Ledbetter family]

BLBL



Our world shifted
dramatically on

9.11.01. Our lives did,
too. It is yet to be deter-
mined how much they
shifted. There is no ques-
tion, however, that the
definition of “normal”
for us has been rewritten.

We have witnessed
evil and perversion at its
worst. We have seen
Americans rally in the
face of evil unlike any-
thing our generation has

experienced. The surge of patriotism and hero-
ism in the face of the crises in New York and
Washington has been inspiring.

Emotions have spanned the gammet. We felt
the shock, the numbness, the grief, the anger,
and the sense of wanting to do something, yet
not knowing what to do. Some of us have
joined the chorus asking questions to our lead-
ers, to one another, and even to God.

I cannot adequately explain the ugliness of
what people do to each other. I cannot provide
all the answers to the hard questions being

asked about the tragic loss of life. I can
unite with you in decrying the sinful acts of
evil men who robbed life from innocent
people championing a cause that is so pervert-
ed and inhumane.

I choose rather to turn the focus to what I
do know and the answers I do have. I know
that God’s grace is sufficient to meet our every
need. I know that he loves us and can give
peace in the midst of the storm. I know that he
has the power to change things and change
lives. I know that he is the sovereign God and
that he is still on the throne!

I know that when the skies are the darkest
he can enable his children to shine like “stars in
the universe.” I know that the gospel of Jesus
Christ is powerful. I know that God’s trans-
forming grace can supply what people all
around us are searching for in the midst of this
crisis.

I know that you and I have the greatest
opportunity we have ever had to display the
love of Christ and bear witness for him. I know
that now, more than ever, we need to plant
churches, develop congregations, develop and
support leaders, involve our people in a world-
wide disciple-making enterprise, and develop

resources to speed the delivery of the gospel
message to the uttermost parts.

I know that the annual meeting in
Hagerstown, Nov. 12-13, may be our most
important meeting together in recent history.
The opportunities and challenges of doing mis-
sions together have just shifted to a new dimen-
sion. The mission just became more urgent. 

We need to prepare for war! Not all of us
may be called up to use guns and rockets to
fight an enemy poised to reign terror on us and
the world. All of God’s children, however, are
called to report to active duty as soldiers of the
cross. My prayer is that we will be found faith-
ful.

By the way, I have read the book. I know
who wins in the end. Praise God for the victory
he gives through Jesus Christ!

(Thank you Maryland/Delaware Baptists. At the
time of this article more than $35,000 has been given
and sent to aid the relief effort in New York and
Washington. You are a caring and generous people.)

PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES 

David Lee
Executive Director 

of BCM/D

We are all on active duty!

serving baptists since 1836

GUEST PERSPECTIVE

Life goes on, but it will
never be the same.

Everyone in this country lost
something on Sept. 11, 2001,
although for some the loss
was more immediate and
real.  How we respond in a
healthy way to such trau-
matic loss depends upon
such things as the degree of
exposure to the trauma and
the age of the person

involved.  But a few general guidelines might be as
follows.

•A healthy response to trauma has a physical
component. In the face of a public crisis Amer-
icans typically offer help, donate and legislate.
These physical actions can help us work through
our loss.  Further, returning to as normal a rou-
tine as possible helps us contain the trauma and
bring stability back to our lives, as long as we are
not in denial about the impact of the trauma.   At
a later time, we may want action steps that sym-
bolize our investment in the future.  Getting back
on an airplane will be a symbolic action step for
some.  Anniversary services of remembrance
with symbols of planting and rebuilding will be
action steps for others.  Creating something new
on the site of the World Trade Center will be an
action symbolic for us all.  These steps remind us
that life goes on, even though it will not be the
same.

•A healthy response to trauma has an emo-
tional component. For those who have been
closest to the trauma, we will want to assess if

there are flashbacks, nightmares, emotional
numbness, crying without knowing why, changes
in eating and sleeping patterns, and extreme
emotions.  Such persons should seek professional
help to deal with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.
Persons who have offered help in the trauma can
have similar emotions in what is called
Secondary Stress Disorder.  Others may have
become vicarious victims from watching the trau-
matic images over and over again.  Still others
may have unresolved losses from their past come
to the surface in the face of the national loss.  All
of these persons need to consult a professional
counselor.  

•Children may experience changes in sleep-
ing, eating and behavior as a result of inner
emotions. Asking open-ended questions, helping
children identify and express their feelings, lis-
tening closely, sharing our feelings appropriately
with our children, distinguishing our feelings
from their feelings, and creating action steps can
help children deal directly with their emotions
and not have to act them out.  Maintaining a safe
family atmosphere is also essential.  Consistent
adult behavior, adults who work out their differ-
ences peaceably, and adults who do not need
their children to take care of them emotionally
create family safety.

•Adults need to own their own feelings and
find ways of expressing them. Being a strong
Christian does not exempt us from emotions of
anger, rage, sadness, confusion, helplessness and
fear in the face of trauma.  Talking to God, talk-
ing to others, and journaling are ways of being
real with our emotions.  Being “brave” and deny-

ing our emotions only creates an internal toxic
waste dump that eventually leaks on those close
to us.  And our feelings that need expression will
not just be in response to the events of Sept. 11.
How we do business, if we do business, how we
travel, and our financial security are all affected.
Life goes on, but it will not be the same.

•Finally, a healthy response to trauma has a
spiritual component. Prayer and the gathering
in faith communities are obvious and important
components that have been widely used through-
out America.  One can hardly turn a corner with-
out seeing “Pray for our nation,” or “God bless
America.”  But further, this is a time for our
churches to be safe places for people; to be places
where people are assured of the love of God in
Christ; to be places where people are in touch
with the power of God that works for justice and
is opposed to all terror; to be places where people
are not abandoned or traumatized when they are
vulnerable; to be places where mature Christians
model how to handle differences and conflict in a
peaceful and productive way; to be places that
teach people how to find safety in the world
when there is no safety.  For the safety we have
all built as a defense against change is a delusion.
Life is change.  And safety is found only in a
deeper refuge. “God is our refuge and strength ...
Therefore we will not fear ...
The Lord of hosts is with us
... Be still and know that I
am God.”

Contact Dr. Rodgerson at 
(800) 491-5369

or  (401) 426-2359

Tom Rodgerson, 
Ph. D.

Director
CenterPointe Counseling 
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In the aftermath of the September 11 trauma...

“Therefore we will not fear though the earth should change.”  (Psalm 46:2)

BLBL
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CHURCHlife comes from two primary sources.  Most items come from the newsletters and bulletins that are mailed to BaptistLIFE. The other source is press
releases from individual churches or associations. If the intent is to promote something in advance of the event, please send the information no later than
one month prior to the “issue date” which is the 3rd Friday of every month (except January). We prefer the information in electronic form via e-mail to:
srmwriter@aol.com or you may fax it to (410) 290-6627.  Obituaries are usually edited due to space restrictions. However, the entire obituary as received is post-
ed on www.baptistlifeonline.org.

The youth at Middle River
Church, Baltimore, will have
“House of Hope 2001” on Oct. 31
to Nov. 3.  Each year around
Halloween, the church hosts the
event that features guided tours
through rooms that are set up to
portray different scenes of a story.
Both heaven and hell are depicted.
This year’s theme is self-esteem
and the program is titled “Looks to
Die For.”  It’s a story about a
young girl with an eating disorder. 

Northwest Church,
Reisterstown, has started a new
family ministry that includes mar-
riage and parenting seminars and
special fellowships planned for
couples.

Severn Church, Arundel
Association, is offering parenting
power classes through Nov. 18.
The biblically-based course teaches
parents how to improve their rela-
tionships with their children,
spouses, friends and relatives.       

White Marsh Church,
Baltimore, celebrated the feast of
tabernacles on Oct. 14.  A sukkah
was set up in the foyer and mem-
bers brought fruit and vegetables
to decorate it.  Fred Dryer, pastor
of the church, said the evening was
one of celebration with elaborate
banners and costumes, music and
folk dancing.  Herb and Rae Lowe,
of Baltimore, gave the presentation
about the Jewish feast and its rela-
tionship to the Christian faith.  The
Lowes teach about Jewish festivals
and customs.

Whitehall Church, Accokeek,
members are gearing up for their
annual warm nights program.
From Nov. 25 to Dec. 2, they’ll
open their church to allow home-
less people a warm place to sleep.
They also provide breakfasts, bag
lunches and dinners.      

Celebration Church,
Hagerstown, launched on
September 16th with 82 present.
Church planter Brian Smith coun-
seled three families about receiving
Christ into their lives.

Christ Memorial Church,
Westernport, with the help of an
Advancing Christ’s Kingdom grant
from BCM/D, set up a stand at its
local Homefest.  The church was

able to use this
time to hand

out 300 boxes of popcorn, 600
snow cones, and numerous stick-
ers, as well as providing a baby
comfort station.  While giving
away these “freebies”, the church
was also able to distribute 300
church brochures, 225 gospel comic
books, 225 gospel booklets, as well
as a number of novelty items like
pencils and magnets with church
information listed.  Christ
Memorial commissioned 11 of its
members as volunteer missionaries
with NAMB on July 29.  They will
be ministering as telephone
encouragers with the Evangelism
Response Center.   

The Delaware Association has
partnered with Safe Harbor
Christian Counseling. Two coun-
seling centers are offered, one at
Hockessin Church, and one at the
association office.

Members of Emmanuel 
Church, Gambrills, had their
fourth annual family fun fair earli-
er this month.  They offered carni-
val games, wall climbing, a giant
slide and moon bounce, a flea mar-
ket, music, and police department
and fire company exhibits.    

Greensboro Church, Delaware
Association, had a singles fall
western barbecue and chili cook-
off last month.  

The Royal Ambassadors at
Glen Burnie Church, Arundel
Association, raised money for
world hunger earlier this month.
Family members and friends made
pledges to support the program
based on the number of miles the
boys walked.  

The RA’s also went camping
this month at Solomon’s Island.
While there, they made baskets
that will be given to local nursing
home residents this Christmas.

Immanuel Church, Salisbury,
hosted the Eastern Association’s
“Mega Training event” earlier this
month.  Specialists gave classes for
deacons, servanthood evangelism,
women’s ministry, men’s ministry,
evangelism for the 21st century
using the net, and Sunday school
training.  They also had disaster
relief classes that certified partici-
pants to serve in a “yellow hat”, or
first level of disaster relief worker
capacity. 

Mars Hill Church, Essex, cele-
brated its 40th anniversary on Oct.
14.  The event featured a potluck
luncheon.  Former staff members

and members came together for
the event.

First Church, North East, is cel-
ebrating its 45th anniversary on
Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 17-18. 

Oasis Christian Center,
Germantown, relocated to the
Capt. James Daly Elementary
School. The church was meeting at
the Montgomery College but
found the school more compatible
and it offered better accessibility.

Ocean City Church, Ocean
City, will be hosting the 22nd
Annual Free Thanksgiving Dinner
on Nov. 22 from 12 - 4 p.m. at 102
N. Division Street for those who
will be alone on Thanksgiving or
want some fellowship.  Please call
410-289-6573 from 10-2 pm,
Monday - Friday for more infor-
mation or to make reservations.

Members of Patterson Park
Church, Baltimore, are working
with their Mississippi partner
church, First Church, Crystal
Springs, in a sewing project to
make shift dresses for Honduran
girls.

Southern Calvert Church,
Lusby, will host the “Cumberland
Quartet” in concert at 6 p.m. on
Nov. 4. 

University Church, Baltimore,
hosted a baroque violin recital on
Sept. 22.

Members of Westminster
Church, Western Association,
manned a booth at Westminster’s
community fall festival.

Volunteers gave out free pen-
cils, bracelets and stickers with
inspirational messages.  They also
ministered through puppet shows,
music and clowning.       

The church is busy gathering
supplies for its blessing closet this
month.  Each fall, members work
to collect items that public assis-
tance funds don’t cover, such as
cleaning supplies and toiletries.

Barnesville Church,
Montgomery Association, recently
called Randy Gilliam as its associ-
ate pastor.  Gilliam served as a
school teacher in Ohio.  He will
assist Joseph Ivy.  Ivy was called
out of retirement a few months ago
to be the senior pastor.

Elgie Labbe’, Jr. was called to be
the bi-vocational pastor of Central
Church, Bladensville. Labbe’ has
served as associate pastor of Word
of God Baptist Church,
Washington DC, and as an instruc-
tor at Faith Bible College/seminary
and Howard University.  Labbe’
and his wife Corenne live in Upper
Marlboro with their children, Elgie
Labbe’ III, NiiLante, Kashka and
Naheesah.  The couple also has
two grown children, Trina and
Marques.

Kenneth Shires, Jr. was called as
pastor of Edgewood Church,
Susquehanna Association.

Bob Cold resigned as pastor of
First Church, Girdletree. Frank
Perry will serve as interim.

Lake Shore Church, Pasadena,
called Paul Raddin as worship and
fine arts pastor.

Robert Bartlett, associate pastor
of Manchester Church, Mid-
Maryland Association, resigned
and is now pastor of Seeds Bible
Fellowship Church.

Bernard Hamilton resigned as
pastor of Montgomery Church,
Gaithersburg.  Hamilton moved to
Texas.

Reiff Lesher was called as
Associate Pastor of Montrose
Church, Rockville.

Kris Moore has been called as
the Minister of Information and
Technology of Oasis Christian
Center, Germantown. 

C h u r c h  h a p p e n i n g s

S t a f f  c h a n g e s

CHURCHCHURCH life
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O U R  M I S S I O N

BCM/D will intentionally
assist in starting and
strengthening congrega-
tions so that they can
fulfill Jesus’ command in
Matthew 28:19-20.

O U R  V I S I O N

By 2010, the BCM/D will
have 600 congregations
with 150,000 persons 
fulfilling Jesus’ command
in Matthew 28:19-20.

O U R S T R A T E G I E S

• Church Planting

• Congregational 
Development

• Leadership  Development
and Support

• Missions Involvement

• Resource Development

P A R T N E R S H I P

We believe there is great
strength and synergy
when cooperation is
based on shared values
and a noble mission.  We
will identify and develop
mutually-beneficial part-
nerships with individuals
and groups that share our
biblically-based commit-
ment to the Great
Commission.  We will
work with churches,
associations, other state
Baptist conventions,
other entities within the
Southern Baptist frame-
work, and within the
larger community of
evangelical Christians to
develop, mobilize, and
assist a growing network
of “on mission”
Christians.

One of our 10 Core Values is

By 

By Rhonda Owen-Smith
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. ––
“My heart and passion
matches the mission of the
Baptist Convention of
Maryland/Delaware. My
own personal scripture is
Acts 20:24 where Paul says,
‘... however, I consider my life
worth nothing to me if only I
may finish the race and com-
plete the task the Lord Jesus
has given me, the task of testi-
fying to the gospel of God’s
grace.’ I can’t think of a
more exciting ministry
opportunity than the posi-
tion of consultant/ special-
ist for evangelism, partner-
ship missions, and prayer. I
am grateful to God for the
privilege to serve our sav-
ior through the conven-
tion,” Richard (Rick)
Hancock explained before
his last Sunday in the pul-
pit at Southern Calvert
Church.

Leaving Southern
Calvert was not imaginable
until Hancock realized the
change was God’s direction
for his ministry and family.
“My wife, Lisa, and I are
very happy at our church.
Southern Calvert is alive
and growing. Many of the
members are like grandpar-
ents to our three daughters.

Also we have a fourth child
on the way, due Feb. 14. So,
having a good support net-
work is very important.
Plus, my wife is involved
with women
and youth
ministries in
addition to
singing as
part of a
quartet,”
Hancock
said. With
strong feel-
ings about
family, his
first concern
about
changing
was how it
would affect
his family.
Then, he and his wife
decided to keep their
church membership at
Southern Calvert so the
family would
have consis-
tency during
change. Next,
through
prayer, scrip-
ture reading,
quiet reflec-
tion, time
alone and the
counsel of close friends,
Hancock felt God urging
him to trust him.

“It took a little over a
month to come to the real-
ization that this is what
God wants. God used the
same scripture he used to

call me to the ministry
when I was a senior in high
school. God used Psalm
37:4, ‘delight yourself in the
Lord and he will give you the

desires of your heart.’
The desires of my
heart are preaching
the greatest message
we have and that is
the saving grace of
God and the salva-
tion, forgiveness and
hope we have in
Jesus Christ. The
opportunity to pro-
claim that message,
share my faith, intro-
duce others to Christ,
and help pastors and
lay persons,
increased the desires
of my heart to an

overwhelming longing. God
took the aspects of ministry
I love the most and said this
is what you are going to do,

but not in a
local church
context. He
wants me to
use my life
in a broader
way.   

“This is a
tremendous
privilege

and opportunity. God is
entrusting me to be faithful
to him to develop evangel-
istic strategies, to work
along side our pastors and
lay persons, and to assist
them in reaching their com-
munities for Christ,” said

Hancock as he reflected on
his new position.

Besides the position
itself, Rick and his wife,
Lisa, are from Maryland.
They grew up in Landover
Heights, Maryland, playing
together as kids, attending
the same high school, dating
while Hancock attended
Washington Bible College,
and marrying three weeks
after college graduation.
From his birth until mar-
riage at 21, he lived in the
same house. Moving to
Memphis to attend semi-
nary uprooted him from
Maryland. He pastored in
Mississippi before being
called back to Maryland in
1995. While he is dismayed
at the number of unsaved
and unchurched people in
the convention’s two-state
area, he is burdened with
the realization that the lives
of so many people can be
changed. “God has called
us all to do a great work.
Together, with those I work
with, we are going to do
everything possible
through the Holy Spirit’s
leading to reach many peo-
ple for Christ and to assist
even more churches to do
the same. When we do this,
the ministry will be suc-
cessful, mirroring Paul
working toward complet-
ing the task given by the
Lord Jesus Christ,” empha-
sized Hancock.

Hancock’s passion is BCM/D’s mission

Help for Ministers 
Responding to the Attack on

America, Sept. 11, 2001

Contact the 
International Critical Incident

Stress Foundation, Inc.
at www.icisf.org 

(click “Attack on America”)

Excellent free resources 
including articles and handouts for

pastoral crisis intervention

BLBL

Rick Hancock during

his first  week at the

Baptist Center in

Columbia
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2002 Annual Evangelism Conference
April 22-23, 2002

Ocean City, Maryland

This will be the only evangelism conference in 2002, but there will be a variety of breakout groups addressing 
specific needs and opportunities. For more information, contact Rick Hancock, BCM/D’s consultant/specialist
for evangelism, partnership missions, and prayer. Call him at (800) 466-5290, ext. 223 or email him at:
rhancock@bcmd.org

Mark your calendars...

This is a tremendous privi-
lege...to work along side
our pasters and lay per-
sons, and to assist them in
reaching their communities
for Christ.”   

Rick Hancock

BCM/D is currently partnering with the
International Mission Board to adopt the Saudi
Arabian people as our ‘unreached people group’
focus.  Though the Saudi people primarily live in
Saudi Arabia, they can also be found throughout
the Arabian peninsula and in many other coun-
tries, including the United States.  

We are encouraging our churches to begin
praying for the Saudi people throughout the
world on a regular basis. For more information,
contact Dan Sheffield at (410) 939-5525 or email
him at dansheffield@compuserve.com or Rick
Hancock at (800) 466-5290, ext 223 or email at
rhancock@bcmd.org

New Partnership Announcement



and gave comfort to one another.
Some members sat with families 
awaiting loved ones to get home 
from Washington D.C. as the city 
was evacuated.  And people began
to flock to their churches to pray –
some that had never been to
church before. Suddenly, the nation
was calling out to God.

“Already we are beginning to
see a new Spiritual Awakening ris-
ing in America,” Dave Wooten,
pastor of Oasis Christian Center
said. "Some churches were full last
Sunday and people are looking for
answers and comfort.

“We now have a great opportu-
nity to let the world see Jesus at
work in us!  Let's take advantage of
it!”

“This is the golden opportunity
the church has been waiting for,”
George Ferguson said. "The presi-
dent went to the National Cathedral,
setting the tone.  Someone once said
there are no atheists in a fox hole.” 

Some churches had candlelight
vigils in community parks. Others
took their choirs to sing on the
streets.  Special services of re-dedi-
cation were held.  Some churches
are having blood drives. Others are
collecting funds for the victims.

Gauger said his church reorgan-
ized shortly after the attacks.
Though the reorganization plans
were made prior to the events of
Sept. 11, the change was timely.
The church had changed its family
deacon plan.  It was difficult for the
deacons to keep up with all of the
families they needed to minister to, 
so there were branches of families
who called other members to

spread out the ministry. Gauger 
said this makes it easy for the
church to call many people at 
one time to check on them or alert
them in the case of an emergency. 

God's judgment or not?

“I feel these were horrific acts of
despicable men,” Dave Wooten,
pastor of Oasis Church said. “And
while it is certainly a wake-up call
for America, I don't think that it is
a pronouncement of God's judg-
ment on us.”  

“Job's friends were certainly
quick to point that finger at him,
believing that he had certainly
sinned greatly for God to allow
such terrible things to happen to
him.  They were wrong!”

George Ferguson, like other pas-
tors throughout the country, gath-
ered members together to pray for
victims and mercy on our country. 

He believes that the attacks
mark the beginning of the end
times. 

“I believe that the antichrist is
about to be revealed -that this
whole aspect of battling world ter-
rorism is a preview of the battle of
Armageddon.”

“I think it’s a wake up call,”
Harold Phillips, pastor of Pleasant
View Church said. "Every time we,
as Americans, get prosperous, like
the Israelites, we forget who gives
us prosperity –we go into a selfish
mode.”

Joseph Smith, pastor of Bethany
Lane Church, said America is so
prosperous that we are ripe for
destruction. 

“We've lost our dependence on
God.  We depend on our weaponry,

and our intelli-
gence.”

“Muslims give
their life for their
faith.  Can't we as
believers be willing to risk embar-
rassment and rejection?  Surely
God is waking people up,” Smith
said.

What Now?

One debate sweeping through
some churches is whether it is
God's will to fight the terrorism,
and should we forgive the terror-
ists?

At one church, a sign read “We
ForgiveYou and God Forgives You”
next to a neighbor business with
the sign “Nuke Em!”

Dennis Gray, pastor of Riva
Trace Church, in Annapolis, refers
to St. Augustine's theory of just
war, which he said many people
turn to once again. [Augustine of
Hippo was a well-known philoso-
pher and theologian who lived 354
to 350.]

Augustine, Gray said, wrote
that there are reasons that justify
war – a just cause, the right intent
and when there is no other alterna-
tive.

Gray said America's just cause is
defending the innocent.

“No one argues the point that if
we do nothing, it will continue,”
Gray said.

“Having the right intent…is one
of the hardest issues.  Our goal is not
to seek vengeance but to seek justice
and peace and that's a motivation
issue everyone has to come to grips
with.  Are we blindly striking back
or seeking peace – not trying to retal-
iate, but responding in a way that
prevents further loss of life?”

Gray believes that war is the 
only resort America has.  

“There's not going to be another
way.  They don't want peace; they're
committed to our destruction.
There's no diplomatic solution.”

But judgment and revenge, he
warns, belong to God.

“The events of Sept. 11, 2001 have
reminded all of us how fragile life is
and how dependent we are upon
God and upon one another,” David
Lee, BCM/D executive director said. 

“Christians now have the greatest
opportunity in our lifetimes to share
the love of God. People are open to
hearing about hope and peace. We
need to share the answer and anchor
we have in Jesus Christ.

“John gave us instruction on how
to respond to this crisis. 'Dear chil-
dren, let us stop just saying we love
each other; let us really show it by
our actions' (1 John 3:18).

“Pray for our President and the
leaders of our country. Pray for
those who are putting their lives on
the line to defend us. Pray for pas-
tors and other Christian ministers as
we touch hurting lives. Find ways to
show the love of Christ. Share your
faith with those looking for hope.

“Now, more than ever, we need
to plant churches, develop congrega-
tions, develop and support leaders,
involve people in missions, and
develop resources. As of Sept. 11,
2001, our mission became ever more
urgent and critical.”

CONVENTIONCONVENTION life

planting.”  BCM/D’s vision is to
start 200 new churches in strategic
locations by 2010. This means tens
of thousands of people coming to a
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.
For this God-sized challenge, “We
need an excess of $10 million in
new resources,” he adds.

David Lee, BCM/D’s executive
director, states, “Never before in our
lifetime have we known so many lost
people who are so open to spiritual
things. We have a tremendous win-
dow of opportunity.” James
Dixon,convention president, believes,
“Start more churches and you will
reach more people.”

The Resource Development
Strategy team — Dennis Felder, David
Wood, Matt Trump, Heath Hillman,
Jimmy Jackson, David Lee, and John
Faris — envisioned the Legacy of
Faith  campaign which has been
approved by the General Mission 

Board. The Campaign strategy
includes: 
• Asking individuals to make gifts

(pledges) for 3-5 years. 
• Hoping to have at least 400 commit

$500 a year for 5 years along with other
large gifts.
• Involving all BCM/D churches by

asking them to commit an additional 1-
2% annually for 5 years above present
gifts to the Cooperative Program.
• Working with churches and conven-

tions across the nation interested in
helping plant new churches in our
multi-state region.
• Developing a prayer partner net-

work. 
“The Convention has a definite strat-

egy for new church plants.  Every asso-
ciation has been asked and has one
plant ready to go, one in process, and
one on the drawing board. Therefore,
30-40 new starts have been identified,”
Faris informs. 

David Jackson, consultant/specialist 

for church planting, explains the deter-
mining factors for new church plants: 
• Need–- demographics of the com-

munity, numbers of people, how 
many churches are preaching the 
Gospel, growth in the community
• Where God’s at work — talk to

community, government, and business
leaders to learn hearts of people.

“If there’s a match, we zero in. We
need to be ready to move and get busy
where we see the Spirit working. We
want to get the Gospel out and see the
Kingdom of God grow,” he notes.

“Our goal is to rally our con-
stituents to give $5 million toward the
Legacy of Faith campaign. We have
developed partnerships and friend-
ships with Baptists throughout the
SBC and are praying that at least an
additional $5 million can be secured
from those who see the strategic nature
of our ministry and witness in the
Baltimore/Washington corridor. 
We need BCM/D congregations to 

give over and above their Cooperative 
Program gifts to help us provide 
resources for church planters and new
churches. Individuals are being asked 
to give sacrificially to achieve the
vision. Some of you could give land.
What a legacy to provide a place for a
church to be built that can share the
Gospel every week until Jesus comes.
Perhaps you could provide space rent-
free where a church could worship and
make disciples. We must not forget
what is at stake here. It is not about
reaching a goal...it is all about reaching
people for Jesus. It is not about raising
money...it is all about raising the name
of Jesus as the hope for the world.
Few Christians have the opportunity to
be a part of a
major movement
of God compara-
ble to what is
before us. We
must be found
faithful!” Lee
emphasized. 
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‘Legacy of Faith’ campaign (cont.)
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Continued from page one

Continued from page one

Terrorists strike at the heart...
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Annual Meeting Agenda

1:30
Call to Order
Welcome
Scripture and Prayer   
Congregational Singing
Introduction of Speaker
Special Music
Theme Interpretation
Enrollment of Messengers
Order of Business Committee
2:15
Introduction of Appointed Committees
Greetings 
2:30
Congregational Singing
Introduction of Business and Resolutions
2:45
God is At Work in our Associations

3:45
Congregational Singing
Introduction of Speaker
Special Music
President’s Address
4:30
Closing Prayer 

6:00
In Concert
6:15
Congregational Singing
Scripture and Prayer
Theme Interpretation
6:45
First Election of Officers
7:00
Report of Christian Life Public Affairs
Report of Baptist Foundation of MD/DE
Report of  Baptist Family/Children’s Services 
Report from Woman’s Missionary Union
Partnership Reports
Mission Offering
Offertory Music
7:40
Congregational Singing
7:45
BCM/D Staff Presentation
8:30
Special Music

Message
9:00
Closing Prayer

Monday Evening

Monday Afternoon Tuesday Morning

James Dixon, Jr.
David Burt

Lynn Davis and Bruce Revel

Stephen D. Hokuf, Sr.
El Bethel Baptist Church Choir

Kenneth Hemphill
Don Sweeney

Stephen D. Hokuf, Sr.

James Dixon, Jr.
Wanda Lee and Albert Mohler

Nathaniel Thomas

Blue Ridge Association, David Burt
Montgomery Association, Ron Blankenship

Western Association, Ken Heath

Marvin Hunter
El Bethel Baptist Church Choir

James Dixon, Jr.

Ronald L. Rogers

The Singing Churchmen

Frances and John Draper
Kenneth Hemphill

Doug Strother
John Gauger

Robert Gerstmeyer
Aquilla Smith
Rick Hancock

Patmos

Stoney Run Baptist Church, 
Deena Bradley, Director

David Lee

Dan Sheffield

9:00 
Congregational Singing
Scripture and Prayer
Special Music
Theme Interpretation
9:30
Second Election of Officers
Report of the Committee on Committees
Report on Nominating Committee
Report of the General Mission Board
Miscellaneous Business
10:15
Congregational Singing
Third Election of Officers
10:30
Report of Resolutions Committee
Miscellaneous Business
11:15
Special Music
Recognition of Visitors and Former Presidents
Recognition of New Ministers, Congregations, an

BCM/D Staff
11:30
Fourth Election of Officers
Report of the Order of Business Committee
Miscellaneous Business
12:00
Closing Prayer

2:00
Congregational Singing
Scripture and Prayer
Special Music
Theme Interpretation
2:40
International Mission Board
The North American Mission Board
The Annuity Board of the SBC
Lifeway Christian Resources
Report from Seminaries
Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission
3:40
Congregational Singing
Miscellaneous Business
4:45
Congregational Singing
Introduction of Speaker
Special Music
Annual Sermon
5:25
Motion to Adjourn
Closing Prayer
5:30
Adjourment

Tuesday Afternoon

Information on all annual meeting events is based upon details available at press time

Lunches        All lunches are on Tuesday, November 13 at 12:15 at the Ramada Inn Convention Center in Hagerstown, M

Southwestern Seminary The Hager Room, contact Sergio Arce (Immanuel, Salisbury) 
New Orleans Seminary The Argosy Room, contact Conrad Burch (FBC, Lansdowne) 
Southeastern Seminary The Berkeley Room, contact Paul Willey (White Marsh)
Southern Baptist Conservatives  The Shenandoah Room, contact Charles Lawson (Linthicum)

November 12-13, 2

BaptistLIFE
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Fellowship  for all immediately following the
Monday evening session in the Atrium This program made possible through your gift



001    “ Walking together in love...”

nd  

Freda and Richard Logsdon
Rock Solid Praise Team

Kenneth Hemphill

Richard Chavez
John Manry

Alan Ray

Nathaniel Thomas

Rock Solid Praise Team
James Dixon, Jr.

David Lee

Stephen D. Hokuf, Sr.

William Crowe

Daphne and Jim McBride
Dan Daniels

Kenneth Hemphill

Robert and Rhonda Peppers
Jim Akins

Leroy Fountain
Bob Sheffield

Kenneth Hemphill
King Sanders

David Lee
Dan Daniels

Jonathan Lee

Justin Butters

Pastor’s Conference
Theme:  Meeting the Master’s Standards
Monday, Nov.12
9-12 Noon at the Ramada Inn Convention Center in Hagerstown, Md.
Speakers:
Rev. Robert Anderson, Pastor of Colonial Baptist Church in Randallstown, Md. 
Meeting the Master's Standards in the Heart
Dr. Kenneth Hemphill, President of Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
Meeting the Master's Standards in the Home
Dr. Albert Mohler, President of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
Meeting the Master's Standards in the Pulpit

Maryland and Delaware Support Staff Network
Tuesday, Nov. 13
11:30 AM at the Four Points Sheraton Restaurant in Hagerstown, Md.
Buffet is $7.45 plus beverage, tax and gratuity
RSVP to Carol Batson at 800.466.5290 ext. 214

African American Pastor’s Unity Lunch
Monday, Nov. 12 (please note the corrected date from the one previously advertised)
12:15 at the Ramada Inn Convention Center in Hagerstown, Md.
Speaker: Rev. Darrell V. Freeman, Sr., Senior Pastor of Alpha Baptist Church, Belvedere, Del.
Lunch is $15.00
Send Payments to Susan Robertson, BCM/D, 10255 Old Columbia Rd., Columbia, Md. 21046.

Pre-Convention Worship Celebration
Sunday, November 11 (please note the corrected date)
6:30-8:30 PM at the Ramada Inn Convention Center in Hagerstown, Md.
Sponsored by the African American Advisory Council – All are welcome

Ministers Wives Appreciation Brunch
Monday, Nov. 12
9:30 AM at the Ramada Inn Convention Center in Hagerstown, Md.
Speaker: Wanda Lee
Soloist: Catherine Hall
Brunch is a gift of the BCM/D
Please RSVP to Sherry Lee at 800.466.5290 ext. 211 until Nov. 1 (late fee will be incurred)

Chaplains and Spouses Fellowship
Tuesday, Nov. 13
7:30 AM at the Ramada Inn Convention Center in Hagerstown, Md.
Please RSVP to Ellen Udovich at 800.466.5290 ext. 216

Ministry Equipping Conferences
Monday, Nov. 12
10:30-12 noon
Sponsored by the Missions Involvement Team

101 Mission Projects in your Community
101 ideas for short and long term mission projects your family, class, or church can do!- Led by Ellen Udovich
Raising Our Next Generation of Missionaries
Practical ideas for introducing children and youth to the joy of missions- Led by Aquilla Smith
Planning a Mission Trip
An overview of organizing and preparing for any type of mission trip- Led by Ralph Batykefer

Only

$30 per night

Skycroft rooms available,

only 9 miles from the

Ramada Inn!

Includes breakfast!

Ask for Doug at

301.293.2202

Deadline Nov. 1

Ramada Inn Convention Center
Hagerstown, Md.

e

‘Ministers of...’ Network Breakfast
Tuesday, Nov. 13
8 AM at the Ramada Inn Convention Center in Hagerstown, Md.
Free continental breakfast
For all church staff other than the senior pastor

Md.

Deacon Chair Dinner
Monday, Nov. 12
5:00 PM at the Ramada Inn Convention Center in Hagerstown, Md.
RSVP to Carol Batson at 800.466.5290 ext. 214

2001
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THE FAMILY CIRCUS®
by Bil Keane

Each month in this column, I will    
address topics of concern to our

churches, families, and children. As a
Maryland Baptist pastor and agency
head for nearly thirty years, I have been
blessed to work closely with these three
“pillars” of American life. In so doing, I
have made it my life’s work to strength-
en our churches and communi-
ties by assisting pastors and
congregations in meeting the
needs of our families and
children.

A year ago this month,
Baptist Family & Children’s
Services committed to
becoming “the primary faith-
based resource for churches
and community groups of
the Mid-Atlantic Region who serve
families and children in need of a
new start.” 

With this commitment comes an
implicit understanding that the goals
and services of Baptist Family are
inextricably bound to the needs and
concerns of our churches, families,
and children. BF&CS exists to serve

others. BF&CS
exists to serve
you.

It is my
heartfelt hope
that through
this column
each month,

Baptist Family & Children’s
Services will become more
real to the churches, pastors,
and families of the BCM/D.
While we have been hard at
work for eighty-one years,
there are still too many
within our convention who
do not know BF&CS on a
first-name basis. We want to
get to know you. And, more

importantly, we want to serve you! 
Thank you BaptistLIFE for this

wonderful opportunity to reach out
to the churches and families of the
BCM/D. I relish the opportunity to
share each month about our mission,
our programs, and the lives we are
touching. 

By Linda Randall Fowler
BF&CS

Horrific acts of violence
against our country have
changed our lives forever. In
many ways, our children are
the most vulnerable to the
fear, anxiety and confusion
that have arisen from the ter-
rible events of Sept. 11. Here
are a few suggestions of things we can
do to help our children feel safe and
secure, even in a dangerous world:

Maintain normalcy. Consistency
and familiar routine help children feel
a sense of trust and predictability.
Ensure adequate nutrition, sleep and
exercise. Maintain regular limits on
children’s behavior and continue regu-
lar family activities.

Provide extra reassurance and
comfort. Offer plenty of physical affec-
tion and love. Handholding, hugs,
smiles and affirming words help chil-
dren feel confident and secure.
Reassure children they are safe and

you are there for
them. It is help-
ful for children
to hear adults
say, “I will take
care of you. I
am here for

you.” Tell children you know
God is there, too, even when
we cannot feel God. Children
will imitate the adults around
them, so actively demonstrate
positive coping skills. 

Limit media exposure.
Children are powerfully
influenced by the images
they see and experience.
Viewing excessive media cov-

erage of violent acts is overly stressing
and can be harmful. 

Be open to talking about the
events of Sept. 11. Children often like
to talk through their feelings of insecu-
rity. Respond to their concerns simply,
honestly and age appropriately. Be
open to saying things like, “Yes, I was
frightened when I saw the plane crash
into the building, too, but I knew there
were good people who would be there
to help.” Children need calm 
reassurance to feel that the situation is
under control.

It is natural for children to exhibit
some behavioral changes as they
process their anxiety and fear. If you
are concerned that your child’s reac-
tions seem extreme and you feel the
need to speak with a professional,
please feel free to call Baptist Family &
Children’s Services for information
and referral.

Robert H. Gerstmyer
Executive Director

Around BCM/D in FamilyLIFE...

In the words of children

By Beth Clifton
BF&CS
Contributing Writer

When I was 10 years old, my
mother was very ill. There was a
weekend when every adult who
looked at me burst into tears. I
knew my mother was in the hos-
pital, of course. And, I knew that
when adults looked at me and
cried this was not a good thing.
However, no one told me any-
thing.  

I remember how horribly
frightening that was. 

From that memory of my per-
sonal experience, I certainly rec-
ommend following the advice
given in Linda Fowler’s article
on this page, particularly in talk-
ing about children’s concerns
with them.            

Also, some children may
express their feelings by drawing
pictures or by writing a story or
a poem. Robert Torres, a 10-year-
old at Olney Church, wrote the
following poem and shared it
with the congregation there.    

We Shall Go On! 
Fear, confusion, turmoil,

a terrorist attack, 
the twin towers destroyed, a side

of the Pentagon crumbled. 
Hope, pride, flags of America on

every house, 
red, white, blue all around. 

Soon all the world shall
see our glory, 

for the U. S. will never give up. 
Through all we’ve been through,

we’ve lasted, we’ve lived – 
and the flag still waves, 

preserving the pride of America.   
As we have done so many times, 

WE SHALL GO ON!    

McCormick Family Life Institute addresses

children’s concerns about our dangerous world
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Baptist Family & Children’s Services
7175 Columbia Gateway Dr., Ste. F, Columbia, Md.  21046-2537

Phone: 410-799-9404  � 800-621-8834  � Fax: 410-872-1047 
E-mail: baptistfamily@baptistfamily.org

Website: www.baptistfamily.org

UPCOMING EVENTS 
AT BAPTIST FAMILY & CHILDREN’S SERVICES

McCormick Professional Training
The Solution-Focused Approach To Therapy
Tues. & Wed., Nov. 6 & 7, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Presenter: Susan Tohn, MSW, LICSW     Cost: $207 
(12 CEUs)

Parenting Power: Skills and Curriculum for Parent Educators
Thurs., Dec. 6, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Fri., Dec. 7, 9:00 a.m. 

to 12:30 p.m. 
Presenter: Linda Fowler            Cost: $156 (9 CEUs)

CHOSEN Therapeutic Foster Care Program 
October

16 Prospective Foster Parent Orientation
30 Prospective Foster Parent Orientation

November
8 Foster Parent Pre-Service Classes Begin
27 Foster Parent In-Service

Reprinted in BaptistLIFE with special permission of Bil Keane
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n a clear day, Clarice
Clam could see the

fisherman's boat from her
yard. She liked to watch as he
floated all over the cove, cast-
ing his fishing line and 
reeling it in slowly.

Clarice didn't know his real
name, but the Cove Kids called
the fisherman John. She 
supposed it was because
Seamore Seahorse had once
overheard the fisherman call his
tiny rowboat a johnboat.

John came almost every week,
but he seldom caught any fish.
When he did, John threw the
fish back.

Clarice and Sunny Starfish
were playing dolls when they
saw John's boat. "I wonder
what it would be like to ride in
a boat," Clarice said. "He
seems to like it a lot."

Before Sunny could reply, her
mom called her to supper.

Clarice sat silently, combing
the hair of her favorite doll,
Seabrina. "I'm going to go for
a ride in his boat," she decid-
ed.

Clarice swam behind his boat
for awhile.  John pulled up to a
pier where his wife brought his
lunch. This was her chance.
Clarice crawled into the boat.

John returned with a bucket
of fresh bait. The warm sun
beamed down on Clarice's shell.
Tired from her long swim, she

grew sleepy as the boat gently
rocked on the waves. 

After several hours of fish-
ing, John pulled his boat onto
the shore near the pier.

When Clarice awoke, she did
not know where she was. She
felt afraid and began to cry.

Back in Sand Dollar Cove, the
Cove Kids became concerned
when they learned Clarice was 
missing.

“We have to do something!"
Seamore exclaimed.

"Oh, come on," Crusty Crab
replied. "There must be 99
other clams in the cove, and
you expect us to find one!"

"We're not talking about just

any clam. We're talking about
Clarice," Sunny urged. "What if
you were lost?"

"Let's go, Crusty," Lenny
Lobster urged.

"Okay," said Crusty, following
the others.

"Where would she go?" asked
Seamore.

"What about the playground?"
Lenny suggested. "Clarice loves
swinging."

But she wasn't there.
"How about the library?" sug-

gested Seamore. "She also likes
to read."

When they arrived, the
library was closed. "She's not
here either," Crusty said,
peering through the glass door
into a dark room.

They were about to give up

when Sunny suddenly remem-
bered, "While we were playing
dolls, Clarice said she wanted
to ride in John's boat."

"Let's go find his boat,"
urged Seamore. 

"I know where John goes at
night," said Crusty. "Sometimes
I follow him to a pier where his

wife brings his supper.
When he sees me, John
tosses a chicken leg to
me."

But John's boat was not
at the pier. 
"Where could it be?"
Seamore asked. 

"Clarice! Clarice! Clarice!"
they shouted.

From the dark shore,
they heard a whimper.

"It's her!" Sunny
exclaimed.

Clarice climbed into the
boat seat and yelled back,

"Over here."
Crusty clawed his way up the

side of John's boat and led

Clarice to where the others
were waiting in the water.

"I'm glad to see you," said
Clarice. "I
didn't
think
you'd
come."

"How
could we
not?"
asked
Seamore.
"There
may be 99
other
clams in
the cove,
but you
are the
only
Clarice."

(c)Copyright 2000, 
Todd & Michelle Deaton

BL Children’s Page

How did Clarice C
lam get lost? 

How did she feel?

What places did
 the Cove Kids

 look?   

Where did they 
find her?

Have you ever b
een lost? How did 

you feel? Who found you?

How is being lost 
like not knowing  

about God? Who can you tel
l?

(Key verse: Lu
ke 19:10, CEV

)
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The Lost Clam

Find the Hidden Objects!Find the Hidden Objects!
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Snapshots In BCM/D History
165 years ago in October...

� Meeting at First Baptist Church of
Baltimore, eleven laymen and four pastors
from six churches (First Baltimore, Calvert
Street, Pikesville, Gunpowder, Navy Yard
Church in Washington, DC, and Taney
Town) organized the Maryland Baptist
Union Association (now called Baptist
Convention of Maryland/Delaware).  The
minutes of the meeting contain a letter to
the churches with the challenge:  “Let us
go to work, and work around our own
doors, and in our own neighborhoods, as
those who expect to stay and see the
result.”  The organizers state “…the two
indispensable things for this work, are
men, and the means of sustaining them;
or in asking of those who cannot give
themselves, to give their prayers and their
alms, which we are assured arise as a
memorial before God.”

70 years ago in October...
� Dr. O.C.S. Wallace, pastor of Eutaw
Place Baptist Church, in his “Clippings
and Comments” article about tithing
and every-member canvass put in this
clipping:  “Some people complain that
the churches are too expensive, that they
call for too much money.  Wouldn’t it be
better to say that sin is too expensive?
In a magazine called Thrift, published
by the banks of the country, a table is
given showing how American dollars
are spent.  Twenty-four and a half cents
of every dollar spent goes for the cost of
living, twenty-two cents for luxuries,
fourteen cents for waste, nine cents for
crime and three-fourths of one cent out
of the dollar goes to the churches.  That
tells where the money goes.  Two billion
dollars went for movies in 1928, and six
hundred and fifty million for churches.’’

10 years ago in October...
� Helping the hungry— Cathy Hoag, a
mission service corps volunteer, man-
ages the food pantry at Canton Center
in Baltimore.  About 50 families a month
receive supplies through the emergency
hunger relief ministry.  After a reduction
in funding by the SBC Home Mission
Board, Canton Center Pastor/Director
Jon Spencer, appealed to Baltimore
Association churches to keep the min-
istry alive.  About 30 churches rallied
support with checks and canned food
drives.

serving baptists since 1836

July 18, 1989, was a day that changed my life
forever. That was the day that Sarah

Elisabeth Jackson, our first child, was born
into our family. Some of the ways that it
changed my life were expected. My wife, Joye,
and I had planned for that day, decorating a
room in our home and buying clothes and
accessories needed by any child. We had pre-
pared ourselves by talking to people who had
young children and by reading books that
helped prepare us for parenthood. We had
saved some of our money and adjusted our
budget for the additional
expense that a child would
bring to our lives. We even
anticipated the loss of sleep,
the crying and the untold
diapers that this new little
life would bring.

Some of the changes to
my life were unexpected,
though. For one thing, I
didn’t realize the difference
Sarah would make upon
how I felt….about her,
about life and even about
God. With her, I experi-
enced a desire to love and
nurture, to protect and pro-
vide, as never before. With
life, I discovered a new
sense of meaning in life and a joy in living I
had not known previously. And with God,
there came a greater sense of understanding of
His relationship to me, the 
wonder of grace and the humility of gratitude.

I share this with you today because our 
convention is in the midst of a church planting
movement of growing proportions. From the
staff here at the Baptist Center to associational
directors of missions, and now from an ever-
widening circle of local church pastors and
leaders, there is the continual refrain, “We
want to plant churches!” 

This is not only good; this is very good. 
The enthusiasm we have discovered and

the interest expressed by so many churches
and convention leaders have buoyed our faith
and made me extremely hopeful about the
days ahead of us. But enthusiasm and interest
are only the beginning. As in our own family,
there are changes that each of us can antici-
pate. Planning and preparation have to be
made by decision-makers within the church.
Costs must be budgeted and expenses antici-
pated. Personal involvement of members and
time—lots of time—may have to be given for
the benefit of the newborn church plant. There
are, no doubt, other changes that will come,
too.

The blessings and benefits, though, are well
worth the effort of parenthood. New churches
give existing churches new ways to express
their love and commitment to the growing
family of Christ. They provide ways for mem-
bers to be involved in missions and outreach
locally and to discover or use their giftedness
effectively. New churches can give any church
a greater sense of God’s purpose for their own
existence and the legacy they pass on to oth-
ers. Perhaps as much as anything, church

planting offers existing
churches another chance
to glimpse the heart of
God and His love for all
people, to share in the
wonder of new life in
Christ and to watch the
transforming power of the Spirit as He shapes
a group of individuals into the Body of Christ,
so that they in turn can follow the example
they have seen in giving birth to more new
churches.

Within our state convention strategy, we are
beginning to form a “Parent
Church Network”. This net-
work of churches is being
formed, so that our church
planting leadership can
encourage, assist and con-
nect these churches with
information, resources and
contact with similar peer
churches in order to plant
churches more 
effectively than in the past. 

Ron Larson, pastor of
Covenant Baptist Church in
Shepherdstown, West
Virginia, is serving our con-
vention in the capacity of
“Parent Church Network

Coordinator” to help us in locating interested
churches, providing initial training for those
churches that desire it and assisting me and
others in knowing how we can help you “par-
ent” a new church in the coming days. 

This intentional focus on parent churches is
because we are absolutely convinced that your
local church, and others like yours, is the key
to this church planting movement. Our
Church Planting Team, including me personal-
ly, are ready to assist any church that desires
to give birth to a new church plant in whatev-
er way we can.

My daughter, Sarah, has entered adoles-
cence now, and that has already brought new
challenges to my life as a parent. As she seeks
to establish her own identity, I find her tastes
and interests somewhat different from my
own. I’m sure that more of that will follow.
And as much as I believe that my way is usu-
ally “right”, her differing perspective helps me
to examine my opinions and actions, and to
value her life and its unique contributions to
this world in which we live and even to my
own life. Sure, there have been days when it’s
been very hard to be a parent, but I’ve never
regretted becoming a parent. In fact, it has
been one of the greatest experiences in my life!
Giving birth to new churches can be the same.

David Jackson is BCM/D’s consultant/specialist
for church planting, restarts, and language 
churches.  For more information on planting
churches, including the booklet “Seven Steps to
Planting a Church”, or information on the “Parent
Church Network”, contact David Jackson at (800)
466-5290 ext. 225, or by email at
djackson@bcmd.org.
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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. –– Five mis-
sion teams traveled to Puebla,
Mexico this summer as part of
BCM/D’s three-year partnership.
Veteran mission team workers and
first timers labored together in
hands-on ministry, working side-by-
side with church members in
Mexico to reach the lost, and
encourage believers.  

Every team reported confessions
of faith from a warm, responsive
group of people.

First Church, Perryville
First Church, Perryville, took a

mission team of 12 from August 4
to13, including Steve Hokuf, pastor
of First Church of North East.  They
traveled to the northern part of
Puebla. There they did evangelistic
and construction ministry and they
led a seminar for pastors and lay-
leaders. 

The seminar was the first of its
kind.  John Gauger, pastor of First
Church,
Perryville, and
Hokuf led the
sessions.
Pastors came
from 100 miles
away, riding
buses for up to
four hours. The
seminar started
on a Thursday
evening and
lasted through
Saturday.   Seventy people partici-
pated – 10 pastors and 60 church
leaders.  Gauger said 10 doesn’t
sound like much for the pastors, but
there are only five churches in the
area.  

“One man, before he left, stuck
his head in the door during a meet-
ing and said it was the greatest
thing he experienced in his entire
life,” Gauger said.  

Yet, it was very humble.
Gauger said they sat on planks
across buckets and ate on
tables, which were planks
across cardboard boxes.  Meals
were prepared in a corner over
charcoal. 

Gauger is planning to return
next year to once again host the
seminars, tripling the number
of pastors and having 90 non-
pastors.  

“To me, it’s quite a significant
project we undertook and it has so
much potential for the future,”
Gauger said.  He said small church-
es could help, even if they just send
down a few people to help with
Vacation Bible School. 

While some of the team was
working with the pastors’ seminars,
the rest were working with con-

struction projects for First Baptist
Church Bethel in Teziutlan.  The
mission team worked with Bethel
Church members to build ceilings
for three Sunday school classrooms.
The ceilings had to be made of con-
crete, which the mission team
brought, because several years later
the church plans to use the roof for
parking. That project is actually part
of a six-year construction plan that
includes building a sanctuary that
seats 600 and
facilities for a
seminary.

The team also
did some paint-
ing at God is
Love Church in
Oriental.  First
Church, Crofton
purchased the
paint. 

There were
some interesting evangelistic experi-
ences when the team was going
from house to house through the vil-
lages for evangelistic outreach. 

“One time we had to hike up the
side of a mountain
– and I mean hike.
We forded a stream
and walked about
an hour up a
mountain. It was
such a hike some
had to turn back,”
Gauger said.

The team also
did women’s min-
istry.  The team
brought ladies

together to teach them how to use
cosmetics.  While they explained
how blush made a woman’s face
glow, they also explained that the
Holy Spirit makes a woman glow in
a different way. 

Susquehanna Association
Members of the Susquehanna

Association mission team, led by

Dan Sheffield, the association direc-
tor of missions and the Puebla part-
nership coordinator, worked in the
town of San Paublo Actipon from
July 13 to 23. They did door to door
witnessing, hosted Vacation Bible
School, led Bible studies and
showed the Jesus video.

“They tried at the beginning to
discourage us from going door to

door,” Sheffield
said. 

The highest
attendance the church ever had for
V.B.S. was 50.  After going through
the community, inviting children,
the church had 90 children on the
first day. By the middle of the week
150 children were attending. 

“Church members were suddenly
excited about going door-to-door,”
Sheffield said.

The church
registered 100
professions of
faith, most from
the door to door
evangelism and
showing the
Jesus film.  The
first Sunday the
team was there
the church had
under fifty peo-

ple including the 21-team members.  
“The last Sunday we were there

our last count was 380.  We had to
meet outside.  We’ve since received
a report that out of 100 professions
of faith they’ve enrolled 80 in disci-
pleship training.”

He said the church hopes to try
and build an educational building.
Sheffield wants to help the church
begin to plant other churches in vil-
lages that don’t have any. 

Friendship Church
John Heavey led the team of 20

from Friendship Church to work
with members of Hannaneel Church
from June 11 to Aug. 8.

In the mornings, the group sang
praise songs with guitar music and
had a time of devotions. Then the
team distributed the Gospel of John,
taught hygiene classes and distrib-
uted health kits and gospel
bracelets. Thirty-five people made
professions of faith during the
morning evangelistic efforts. 

In the afternoons, they held
Vacation Bible School in four dif-
ferent sites.  Over 300 children
attended. Seventy-six people
accepted Jesus during the VBS.  

Lexington Park Church
Mike Garrett, pastor of

Lexington Park Church, took a
team of six from June 29 to July 6
to work with the new church
Playas de Sur, a mission of
Hananeel Church just getting

under way.  Garrett was the only
veteran mission trip member of the
group.  The rest were young singles. 

The team spent part of the time
making benches that the church
used as pews, Sunday school cabi-
nets and tables.  They also did evan-
gelism in the neighborhood using
balloon animals and some clown
ministry to reach the children. 

Garrett said the church hopes to
help Hananeel purchase property.
He said both churches want to build
long term relationships.

First Church of Easton
Derek Hills, of First Church,

Easton led a team July 14 to 21 to
Horeb Church in San Martin, a
mountainous area just outside of
Puebla. An active volcano puffed
smoke in the distance. The team led
Vacation Bible School in the morn-
ings.  At the end of each day the
children got to bust piniatas.  On the
last day, 38 children responded to a
salvation message.

In the afternoons, the group went
with members of Horeb Church and
handed out bags with gospel tracts,
information about the church, and
copies of the Gospel of John.  They
also surveyed people on the street,
asking if they go to church, do they
have a sense of joy and peace and if
not if they would like to know how
to get it. 

About 40 people came to know
the Lord through the evangelistic
outreaches. 

Second Church, Cumberland
In addition to the teams, Second

Church member and school teacher
Heather Malec went to Puebla for
the summer months to assist mis-
sionary Andrew Flag. Malec was
one of the primary translators for
the mission groups.

Dan Sheffield said Malec helped
every group and became one of
them, working with Vacation Bible
Schools and witnessing.     

“It’s a beautiful city,” Malec said.
“What’s beautiful are the people,
they’re very generous, faithful, will-
ing to give what they have even
though sometimes it’s little.“

Potential partners trip to Puebla   
The next trip for potential team

leaders to Puebla will be March 11-
15.  Those wishing to go to explore
the possibilities of partnering should
contact Dan Sheffield via email at
missiontrips@aol.com or call him at
(410) 939-5525.

Financial support program 
A program of financial support to

Pueblan pastors is being launched to
help local pastors as they plant new
churches there.  The suggested level
of support begins at $100 per
month. Contact Rick Hancock for
more information
at (800) 466-5290,
ext. 223 or email
him at rhancock
@bcmd.org.

MISSIONMISSION life
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For more information about
association activities and
news, call the office of the
director of missions for the
noted association. 

ARUNDEL
ASSOCIATION
The 33rd Annual Meeting
held at Glen Burnie Church
on Oct. 1 and featured Ron
Pratt, Lifeway Christian
Conference Centers, as the
guest speaker.

BALTIMORE 
ASSOCIATION
On Mission Family
Celebration and the Fall
Annual Meeting will be
held on Oct. 20, 2001 at
Middle River Church. The
Family Celebration begins
at 7:00 p.m. and includes a
children’s rally for grades
1-5 and a youth rally for
grades 6-12. 

The Owings Mills
Church plant is moving for-
ward. Gideon Gaitano will
be the pastor. This church is
sponsored by Colonial
Church, Randallstown.

There are two new pas-
tors, Jay Martin at Lee
Street Memorial Church
and Edwin Reese at
Hazelwood Church.

Rev. Conrad Burch is
retiring from First,
Lansdowne.

An “On Mission
Celebration” will be held
Oct. 21-24 with representa-
tives from NAMB, IMB and
BCM/D speaking at
churches throughout the
association.

BLUE RIDGE 
ASSOCIATION
Celebration Church began
its services on Sept.16.
Eighty-two people were
present. Almost all of the
families present did not
have a prior church home
or relationship.  Brian
Smith is overseeing this
Hagerstown new start.

DELAWARE 
ASSOCIATION
Delaware’s Annual Sea
Sunday was celebrated on
Sept. 23. This event serves
as a time to thank and
remember seafarers. The
observance took place at
local churches and at the
Port of Wilmington. 

Dover Downs Raceway
Ministry was the focus of
the Delaware Association
the weekend of Oct. 19. 

EASTERN 
ASSOCIATION
The annual Mega Training
Event was held Oct. 6 at
Emmanuel, Church,
Salisbury.  The training
included disaster relief,
food preparation using a
special trailer during disas-
ter relief, women’s and
men’s NET evangelism
training, and Sunday
School training.

Eastern’s Annual
Meeting is Oct. 28 at First
Church, Easton.  David Lee,
BCM/D executive director
will speak.

Tad Maroon is the new
minister of First Chuch,
Crisfield. A former mission-
ary, this is his first pas-
torate. 

The Baptist Student
Ministry, led by Lynn
Davis, campus minister for
Salisbury University and
the University of Maryland
Eastern Shore, and intern
Brooke Andrew organized
a group to do a SPOTS
project in St. Michael’s Oct.
5-7.

MID-MARYLAND 
ASSOCIATION
Mid-Maryland held its
Annual Meeting at South
Columbia Church on Oct.
7.   The focus was on
Intentional Church
Planting.  In the last 10
years, MMBA has started 11
new churches.

Walt Smith is retiring
after 20 years in the
Correctional Chaplaincy
Ministry.

A mission trip to India is
scheduled for Jan. 7-23,
2002.

Bill Crowe has complet-
ed his 10th year as director
of missions. 

MONTGOMERY
ASSOCIATION

The Annual Meeting was
held on Oct. 13 at First
Church.  Ron Larson from
Covenant, Shepherdstown,
WV spoke.

The Association Winter
Youth Retreat is scheduled
for Feb. 15-17 at Skycroft.
Call 301-279-2011 for more
information.

POTOMAC 
ASSOCIATION
Robert Logsdon, director of
missions, is looking for-
ward to celebrating his 10th
anniversary as a DOM. 

Will Miller, pastor of First
Church, LaPlata, presented
Tim Bean, pastor of
Marbury Church, with a
plaque during their 41st
anniversary celebration.
Marbury was the sponsor-
ing church for First Church,
LaPlata. 

Grace Church celebrated
its 45 anniversary on Sept.
16.

Nanjemoy had a nightly
fall revival, Sept. 23-28,
with Roger Gorby, pastor of
Ladysmith Church in
Ladysmith, Virginia. 

Launch Night was held
on Sept. 24 at Hughesville
Church. This event was an
association-wide training
conference for all church
leaders. 

Southern Calvert pre-
sented an old time southern
gospel concert on Sept. 29
featuring “Lighthouse”.

“Living Proof,” a musi-
cal acting group from
California led worship at
Potomac Heights on Sept.
30.

Oct. 25 is the date of the
Annual Meeting for the
Potomac Association at
Hughesville Church.
Dennis Felder, pastor of
Dunkirk Church, will
preach.

Whitehall is having its
“Warm Nights” again this
year from Nov. 25-Dec. 2.
During this time, the church
is open to area homeless
persons to have a warm
place to sleep. Meals are
also provided. Churches
interested in assisting can
call 301-645-2911.

PRINCE GEORGE’S
ASSOCIATION
The Annual Fall Meeting
was held on Oct. 9 at
Clinton Church.  Morris
Vickers will serve as interim
director of missions. 

A retirement celebration
for Ron Rogers, director of
missions, will be on Nov. 2
at Cornerstone Church.
Space is limited, so call 301-
731-4199 today. 

Churches still have time
to send in a retirement gift
for Ron Rogers. Make pay-
ments payable to the Prince
George’s Baptist
Association and mail it to
the PGBA, 6318 Princess
Garden Parkway, Lanham,
MD 20706.

Anyone wishing to write
a congratulatory note or
letter for a Keepsake Book
for Ron, please send it cam-
era ready and not folded to:
Abyssinia Baptist Church,
c/o Modestenia Bush, 4705
Addison Road, Capitol
Heights, MD 20743. For
information call Terry at
301-731-4199.

Plan now for a Youth
Retreat featuring Pat Kelly,
former outfielder for the
Baltimore Orioles, from Jan.
18-20, 2002 at the Skycroft.
The cost is $70 per person.
The deadline for money
and reservations is Dec. 3.
Call Terry at 301-731-4199. 

Baptist Women’s World
Day of Prayer will be held
on Nov. 5, 7:00 pm,
Landover Hills Church. 

SUSQUEHANNA
ASSOCIATION
The Annual meeting will be
held on Oct. 23 at First
Church, Aberdeen.
Aberdeen Church of Md
(Korean) will be hosting
also.

An SBA ministers and
wives dinner will be held
Dec. 13.

Pleasant View Church
will host Bill Gothard’s
Basic Life Principles
Seminar, Oct. 29-Nov. 3.

Pleasant View Church
will be moving into a new
worship center around
Easter of 2002. The new
800+ seat sanctuary is situ-
ated on 44 acres of land.  

First Church, Havre de
Grace, will host Jews for

Jesus, “Christ in the feast-
ing Tabernacle” on Oct. 28.

Conowingo Church cele-
brated its 75th anniversary
with evangelistic speaker
Steve Hale. They had 29
decisions for Christ.

Conowingo will send a
mission team to Boston Oct.
15-21. 

Edgewood Church is
planning its Fall Fellowship
on Oct. 27.

Edgewood senior adults
will travel to Harpers Ferry
Nov. 10 and Longwood
Gardens Dec. 15.

First Church, North East
is celebrating its 45th
anniversary Nov. 17 & 18. 

Revival at First Church,
North East will be Nov. 2-4
with Otis Doherty speak-
ing.

St. John’s Church has a
new associate pastor, Ford
Childers.

Calvary Church, Bel Air
is marking the 60th
anniversary of Pearl Harbor
at Christmas. The adult
choir and drama depart-
ment will perform “I’ll be
home for Christmas.” A
reception will follow the
performances on Dec. 7&8.

Calvary Church, Rising
Sun, will celebrate Harvest
Night on Oct. 31 from 6-8 pm.

The new youth minister
at Calvary is Jason Bolton.

WESTERN 
ASSOCIATION
Baby comfort stations were
set up and manned at the
Allegheny County Fair and
the August Garrett County
Fair. Bibles and witnessing
bracelets were distributed. 

One hundred and thirty-
seven campers attended the
54th annual youth camp in
Hedgesville, West Virginia. 

The Annual Meeting
was Oct. 15-16. 

On Oct. 11 the WMU
Fall Meeting was at First
English Church, Frostburg. 

First English, Frostburg cel-
ebrated its 130th anniversary
and Pleasant View Church,
Oakland celebrated its 95th
anniversary.

Bill Hunt is spearhead-
ing the Angel Tree Ministry
for holiday gifts for the
families of incarcerated per-
sons. The entire association
contributes to this project.  
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ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT TO SENIOR
PASTOR -– Greenridge
Baptist Church, Clarksburg,
MD, is accepting resumes
for the full-time position of
“administrative assistant to
the senior pastor.”  Excellent
office and computer skills,
personal maturity and a 

desire to serve in a growing
congregation of 600 are
essential expectations for
this position. Please contact
the senior pastor at
Greenridge at timgbc@aol
.com for more details.

KEYBOARDIST –– Weems
Creek Baptist Church in 

Annapolis, MD, is seeking a
committed Christian who
exhibits the Fruit of the
Spirit to be our keyboardist
to play for Sunday morning
and evening services, and
for Wednesday night
choir rehearsal.  The com-
pensation will be approxi-
mately $100 a week, depend-

ing on education and experi-
ence.

RETREAT TO THE
OCEAN –– The Baptist
Retreat Center in Ocean
City is available for Spring
and Fall Retreats. We can
accommodate groups as
large as 65. Adjacent to the
Retreat Center is our church
building, available on
request with kitchen facili-
ties, fellowship hall and
meeting rooms. For booking
information, please call the
Ocean City Baptist Church
office at (410) 289-6573.

GUEST SPEAKER/
EVANGELIST –– Looking
to make an impact at your
next church event? For your
next church revival, Sunday
service, pulpit supply or
youth rally prayerfully visit
www.frankshelton.com
Rev. Frank Shelton is a gift-
ed speaker, author and
addresses audiences across
America.  He uses humor,
impersonations and incred-

ible illustrations that en-
courage Christians and 
empower clergy while exalt-
ing Christ.  For more infor-
mation contact: Frankly
Speaking: Frank Shelton
Ministries, P.O. Box 742,
Waldorf, Maryland 20604,
(301) 843-3773 or 
shelton143@aol.com.

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX
YOUR AD –– Deadlines are
three weeks in advance of
publication date. Publi-
cation date is the third
Friday of each month (no
issue in January). Classified
advertising is 50 cents per
word (not including contact
information and words with
two or less letters) with a
$20 minimum.  Spot color is
available for an additional
$10 per ad.  A 10% discount
for BCM/D churches and
members will be applied.
Contact us for display ad 
pricing. The entire paper is
also accessible online at 
www.baptistlifeonline.org.
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With October designated
as Pastor Appreciation Month,
here are some insights into
the background of America’s
Protestant pastors.  As you
may know, I consider pas-
toring to be one of the
toughest - and least
appreciated - jobs in the
world.  (Okay, that fella in
the White House has a pret-
ty difficult assignment,
too...)  Did you know that
among Protestant senior
pastors:

• Four out of every five
consider themselves to be
“evangelical?”

• 94% of those who have

access to the Internet used
it in the past year to help
them with their pastoral
duties?

• Just one out of every 12
claims to have the spiritual
gift of evangelism?

•Those who graduated
from seminary are three
times more likely than
those who did not get a
seminary degree to earn
$50,000 or more per
year.

If you want to find out more
about one of the nation’s most
valuable resources - our pastors -
then read the full report, which is
now accessible at www.barna.org

BITS & PIECESBITS & PIECES

THE BARNA UPDATE

THE CHURCH AROUND THE WORLDIf your church’s newsletter is not
here, it can be for only 

$12  per issue! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL

800.466.5290 ext. 245
BAPTIST DIGEST

A bi-weekly communication from George Barna
(9/25/01 issue)

A profile of America’s Protestant pastors 

Cyber-churches the
wave of the future

Two pastors of mega
churches cautioned against
building bigger church
buildings and instead rec-
ommended increased use of
the Internet. In a recent
meeting David Cho, pastor
of the 750,000-member
Yoido Full Gospel Church
in South Korea, and Rick
Warren, pastor of the
15,000-member Saddleback
Church in California, con-
cluded that churches
should not necessarily
build more buildings but
instead use the money for
world missions. With
20,000 new converts a year,
Cho says there is no way
his church can match build-
ings to membership, so he’s
encouraging younger con-
verts to stay at home and
worship via the Internet.
He adds, however, that this
strategy does not mean you
completely abandon a cen-
tral church building. Rick
Warren, author of “The
Purpose-Driven Church,”
said, “Even if we had all
the buildings we needed,
one question is whether or
not the next generation
wants to worship in huge
buildings.”

Left Behind book #9 hits
stores

“Desecration,” the ninth
installment in the apocalyp-

tic series Left Behind, will go
on sale October 30. Tyndale
House Publishers has com-
mitted to a record-setting 3
million first printing for
“Desecration.” This is the
largest-ever print run for a
Christian novel and even
exceeds John Grisham’s 2.8
million first printing for his
most recent book. The Left
Behind series is currently
the fastest-selling fiction
series. All eight books in
the series have made the
national best-seller lists.
Launched in 1995, the apoc-
alyptic thrillers are based
on the book of Revelation
and follow the lives of
those left on earth after the
rapture of the church.

Germans reject God
A growing number of

people in German churches
do not believe in God.
According to two new studies,
significant portions of regular
church attendees appreciate
the church and Christianity
but do not have biblical views
of God. 17 percent of Catholic
and Protestant church mem-
bers surveyed said they did
not believe in God. Only 5 per-
cent of Protestants surveyed
said they were “believing
church members, adhering
to its doctrines.”

Church is launched amid N.Y.’s heartache

By Tobin Perry 

NEW YORK CITY (BP)—
When Nelson Searcy looked
out over the New York skyline
just before stepping inside
LaGuardia Airport on Tuesday,
Sept. 11, he saw the Empire
State Building, the Statue of
Liberty and, of course, the
World Trade Center. It was a
familiar site for anyone who
lived in New York City. “What
a beautiful city,” he thought. 

God began calling him to the city
more than a year ago. Saddleback Valley
Community Church in Lake Forest, Calif.,
had sent him across the country to
research the people and, with a team of
people, plant a church. In a few short
months, Searcy had grown to love New
York City and, after doing the proper
research, he intended to plant a church
designed to bring hope and community
to a city often disjointed.

His flight was canceled Sept. 11, like
every other flight in every other city in
America. As he walked back outside and
looked up at that familiar skyline, he
noticed the Empire State Building and the
Statue of Liberty, but where the World
Trade Center once stood, there was only
smoke.

“I guess that is when the disaster hit
home to me,” Searcy said. “When I saw
how drastically that skyline had changed.
I knew the city had changed as well.”

After the Sept. 11 attacks on the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon,
Saddleback sent emergency funds to
Searcy’s New York church immediately,
which helped fund its first two worship
services the week of Sept. 17. More than
90 people, many of whom knew people
who died in the attack, attended those
first meetings of Searcy’s innovative new
church - “The Journey.”

During the National Day of Prayer on
the Friday following the attacks,
Saddleback raised more than $88,000 for
The Journey to use in aiding the attack
victims.  “In addition to assisting with
the physical needs of the victims, we
want to minister to their emotional and
spiritual needs also. We feel that begin-
ning a new congregation in the heart of
the city is the best way we can do that.”

Searcy envisions a
church where young
Manhattan profes-
sionals can connect
with each other,
learn more about
God and serve the 

community around them.
Searcy will minister to young
professionals in their world
by emphasizing both small-
group participation and new
technology — asking each
member to connect daily for
an Internet devotional, meet
weekly with a group of
friends in the city, gather
monthly for a citywide cele-

bration and serve others annually on a
mission trip outside of the city.

Last summer, Saddleback sent Searcy,
who was appointed by the Southern
Baptist North America Mission Board as
the city coordinator for the Strategic
Focus City initiative, and his vision to
New York City without any idea that the
city would face such a monumental crisis.
Arriving in August, Searcy spent a month
planning a church he expected to plant
later in the fall.

When the tragic events of Sept. 11
unfolded, he tossed his research plans
and began to plan for two services the
following week, no easy task in a space-
starved city trying to recover from a mas-
sive disaster. Quickly, he sent postcards,
rented a room in a Manhattan hotel and
put together two memorial services for
the victims. Then used a trimmed-down
version of the sermon “Where Is God in a
Crisis?” that Warren had delivered at
Saddleback the weekend before.

To Searcy’s surprise, more than 90
people showed up for two services at
Empire Hotel. Most of those in atten-
dance not only didn’t regularly go to
church, Searcy believes, but also had
never even taken Christianity seriously
before the attack. The Journey held its
first regular Sunday meeting on Sept. 30.

“There is a great openness now to
spiritual things,” Searcy said. “People
here are looking for answers for what
happened. They are searching.”

Searcy said that people wanting to
help with the new church plant could do
three things: pray, give resources and/or
take a mission trip to the city. Searcy asks
that people interested in a mission trip
wait until New York City returns to more
of a routine before making a trip.
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