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COLUMBIA, Md. ––  “I cannot
believe how quickly we got into this
conflict.”  This comment from a pas-
tor who saw what appeared to be a
simple matter of misunderstanding
explode into a full fledged conflict
which threatened to divide the
church and derail the focus and mis-
sion of the church.  When trust levels
in a congregation are low, people
begin to ‘take things the wrong way.’
They question each other’s motives
and intents.  “It's like we are looking
for the worst in people, not the best.”   

When trust in the leadership of
the church is low, anxiety among the
members rises.  When anything goes
wrong, rather than learning from the
failure, people point fingers and look

for whom to blame.  This is a sign of
high anxiety in a family or a congre-
gation.  

The above symptoms describe a
church that is at Level Four of con-
flict.  It is called “Party Spirit”
because camps are formed on two or
more sides of an issue.  Another
symptom is clear in the language
used.  “Us and them” or “we and
they” are used to describe the camps.
“They always or they never ”
become common descriptors.  Both
parties begin to demand that “some-
body do something.”

Often the ministers and leader-
ship are perceived to have sided with
one group or the other.  It feels like
you are in a maze with no clear exit.
The conflict becomes an embarrass-
ment and leaders are reluctant to talk
about it to those outside the church 

but talk about little else with fellow
members.  If there is not a clear plan
for bringing resolution, the anxiety 

Church conflict: an opportunity for growth (Part III)
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Envision the possibilities
By Jane Lippy
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. –– Little has changed  
since Jesus’ triumphal entry into 

Jerusalem when He paused to look 
over the city, wept, and said, “If 

you, even you, had only known 
\                    on this day what would bring 

you peace” (Luke 19:42).  
False gods, poverty and 
strife still choke out the 

Gospel and thwart peace.
Yet in Acts 9:31, we 

read, “Then the church    
throughout Judea, 
Galilee, and Samaria 

enjoyed a time of  
peace.  It was 
strengthened and
encouraged by the
Holy Spirit, it 
grew in numbers, 
living in the fear 
of the Lord.”  

Along with
prayer, the early
Christians used 
a powerful mis-
sions method 
that is still as 
powerful today: 
They planted 
churches. 

"Planting with Passion” is the theme for
the Week of Prayer for International Missions,
Dec. 2-9, 2001.  The Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering national goal is  $120 million.  

“In light of what’s going on in our world
today, this could not come at a better time, as
we think of sharing Christ around the world.
With the emphasis on church planting, we’ve
possibly not done as much of this in Asia as we
could.  This will be an open door.  It will give
those who are there front and center the oppor-
tunity to stand up and be counted. We in
America are going to do that too,” Aquilla
Smith, executive director, Woman’s Mission-
ary Union of Maryland/Delaware, explains.

The seeds of our prayers, gifts to the Lottie
Moon Christmas Offering and God-centered
lives sown in the soil He gives us can reap a
multiplying church-planting movement among
the nations.  The needs are great.

“We are hoping prayer advocates will be
drawn to pray regularly for a church plant-
ing movement among the 2.3 million Aymara,
leading to the salvation of hundreds of thou-
sands,” says Kent Shirley, strategy coordinator,
Aymara of Bolivia.

While most Tuareg of Mali, Niger and
Burkina Faso are Muslim, they use music to
ward off evil spirits.  Ask God to send more
workers to sow seeds of truth among them.

“For every deaf person you reach for Christ,
there are about seven hearing family members
you can contact," explain Mark and Vesta
Sauter, sign language missionaries, Czech
Republic.

Pray for house churches and persecuted
believers who quietly meet and baptize new
believers in Lottie Moon’s China.

“It’s the biggest movement I’ve seen in sev-
eral decades of ministry,” reports a Southern
Baptist worker among the Arabs of Galilee,
Jesus’ homeland.

For David and Renee Crane, home is with
the colorful Maasai of Kenya.  These warriors
and herdsmen believe in a fearsome god to
whom sacrifices are made.

In one poverty-stricken state of India,
Christians have been persecuted.  Yet in the
past several years, 70 churches and 200 prayer
groups have started as a result of an agricul-
tural project and the prayers of faithful
Christians.

“God told us He would use a neighboring
country to reach our people,”says a worker in
an area of Southeast Asia where Christians are
not welcome.  Pray for a wider window and
creative ways to touch the unreached.

"I encourage you to give and pray like
never before.  Christians have to make the ulti-
mate sacrifice.  Let’s take this more seriously
than we’ve ever taken it before,” Smith chal-
lenges.

Pray to know God’s will concerning your
ministry in interceding, going, giving and
sending.  Envison the possibilities. Call on
God for a harvest, pray unceasingly, and
give sacrifically to complete The Unfinished
Task of sharing the Gospel with peoples of
the world! BLBL
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During another
national crisis,
the Civil War,

President Abraham
Lincoln issued a procla-
mation setting apart an
annual day of national
thanksgiving on the
fourth Thursday of
November. That tradi-
tion has continued every
year since. 

There have been times
in my life when I felt the
national sense of gratitude
to God was confined only to this spe-
cific annual holiday.  Prayers of grati-
tude, or of any nature for that matter,
were slowly being compartmentalized
and isolated from the main stream of
American public life.

But Sept. 11, 2001, has changed that
forever.  Americans in every setting
continue to express, through prayer,
their gratitude to Almighty God for
His providential favor and protec-

tion as we defend
our country’s honor.  
In the aftermath of the
attack on America,
President Bush, called
on us to pray, and
then he personally
modeled a renewed
emphasis on prayer in
the days that have fol-
lowed.  

Peter Jennings,
news anchor for ABC
News, said, “Prayer is
becoming the fabric of

life in America.”  Prayer meetings and
candlelight vigils from Washington to
Waikiki are setting the tone for heal-
ing and steadfastness.  As a baby
boomer, I don’t recall when there has
been more prayers uttered by
Americans of all religious faiths and
denominations. 

The heartfelt prayer of thanksgiv-
ing acknowledges God for who He is
and praises Him for all His mighty

acts.  God, who never slumbers or
sleeps, was not caught off guard by
the attack of our enemies.  Isaiah
reminds us that  “darkness as black
as night will cover all the nations
of the earth, but the glory of the
Lord will shine over you.  All
nations will come to your light.
Mighty kings will come to see your
radiance” (Isaiah 60:2 NLT).

As we gather around Thanks-
giving Day meals with our families,
may we continue to comfort  and
encourage ach other during this
time of national heartache and trial.
Let’s stay confident that God is
causing all things to work for our
good.  He wasn’t taken by surprise.
Even now His face remains tear-
stained over what happened.  But
His glory is rising in our nation.  A
great awakening is occurring.  For
many of us, just the possibility that
we could live to see a mighty revival
in this great land evokes our highest
thanks to God!

Bob Simpson
Editor

"Thanks, Lord, for the renewed focus on You”

PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES 

Thanks from NYC

Dear Southern Baptists, 
Thank you is insufficient for all the

prayers, cards, gifts of Bibles, calls,
emails, and generous checks sent to
Metro New York Baptist Association
the past few weeks. We have perse-
vered by the prayers of God’s people. 

I dare not mention the states vol-
unteer teams came to cook, counsel,
encourage, and just be with us as we
find our way through this national
time of grief, lest I forget one. But

thank you one and
all. 

Special thanks to
the NAMB Disaster
teams and chaplains who have
worked so hard. 

Everyone wants to do something.
We do not need more Bibles, cards or
volunteers at this time. We have a
Disaster Relief Fund you can contribute
to through to families, churches doing
ministry, and future programs for pas-
tors and communities following up on
the aftermath of tragedy. 

Send your checks to: MNYBA
Disaster Relief, 236 West 72nd Street,
New York, NY 10023. If you want to
be informed of future options write or
email at MNYBA2@aol.com. 
Thank you again! 

David R. Dean   
Executive Director 

Metropolitan New York
Baptist Association

LETTERS TO THE EDITORLETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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WASHINGTON, D.C.  (BP)—A
Southern Baptist postal worker
who died of inhalation anthrax
was remembered for his work
ethic and as a friend who pos-
sessed a delightful sense of fun
when he wasn’t on the clock.

Hundreds of U.S. Postal Service
workers, relatives and others filled
the pews of Temple Hills Baptist
Church Oct. 26 to remember
Thomas L. Morris Jr., 55, of
Suitland, Md.

His wife, Mary, is the church
secretary at Temple Hills.

Morris died of inhalation
anthrax contracted while working
at the Brentwood Road postal
facility in northeast Washington.
Morris was buried at Cheltenham

Veterans Cemetery.    “There has
been a great deal of anxiety in this
country since Sept.8ndall Baptist
Church, told the funeral crowd.

A pianist played the hymns
“Holy, Holy, Holy” and “I Must
Tell Jesus.” Then came words from
the Old and New Testaments,
including John 3:16: “For God so
loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not per-
ish.”

Coworkers recalled Morris, a
32-year postal veteran known
affectionately as “Moe,” as a
straight-up guy who took his job
seriously, often working overtime.    

“He was a hard worker. He
worked overtime on the night shift

the last Friday he was on the job,”
one colleague said before the serv-
ice in a Washington Post interview.

James Jones, vice president of
the Tuesday Morning Mixed
Bowling League, said that even
though tempers sometimes flair
during bowling matches, Morris
stayed cool as team president. “He
was mild-mannered and wouldn’t
get angry,” Jones said in an inter-
view with the newspaper.

As he stood before the crowd,
Thomas L. Morris III, 33, said:
“My father shared his love with a
lot of people. He was a good man.
He loved his family, his coworkers
and bowling.”

Postal worker remembered for work ethic, sense of humor

BLBL



Iheard something recent-
ly that shook me to my

foundation? The source
was not CNN or the
Washington Post. I had
finished my address to the
messengers at the Eastern
Baptist Associational
meeting. Bruce Revell, the
new director of missions,
ended the session with a
challenge. He told the
messengers that his mis-
sion was to help his
churches be the church to
a nation at war. Then he

wowed us. “To minister to our nation in this critical
moment God did not call Lottie Moon. He did not call
Annie Armstrong or Katharine Barnes. He did not call
Charles Spurgeon. For this moment, He called you
and me!” 

Wow! What he said is so true. Here we
are facing the greatest opportunity to wit-
ness for Christ in our lifetimes. We live and
work at center stage. A great moment in history
lies before us. And the
Almighty God has cho-
sen to call us for such a
time as this. 

There is an unfin-
ished task. Billions of
people in this world,
four and a half million
of those in this multi-
state convention area, do
not know Christ. They
are without hope. Yet,
the stage is set for God
to do a mighty work, and he has chosen us to
partner with him.

We must do our best work. We need our best
praying, thinking, giving, witnessing, ministry,

and loving right now. We need to be bold and
faithful. We need to share grace and hope. We

need to connect
with the God of the
harvest and finish
the task. 

“Therefore, since
we are surrounded
by such a huge
crowd of witnesses
to the life of faith,
let us strip off
every weight that
slows us down,

especially the sin that so easily hinders our
progress. And let us run with endurance the
race that God has set before us” (Hebrews 12:1
NLT).    Wow!

As I glance back over the past year as presi-
dent of the Baptist Convention of MD/DE,

the journey has been one of great joy! I thank
the Lord for placing me in this position for such
a time as this; a time when He is doing a mighty
work in and through the life of this convention.
It has been interesting to watch God move
among us in a quiet and most powerful way,
changing and molding us into an image of dis-
tinction.   

I want to also take this time to thank each of
you for the trust and confidence you have
placed in me as your President. I count it a
great privilege to have been your servant for

these past months. I’m also grateful for the
opportunity to have advised, counseled and
encouraged the leadership and staff of our con-
vention. It is my hope that my service to this
convention has been effective and made a posi-
tive influence. 

I look forward to God using us in such a
way that we will impact this world and our sur-
rounding communities with power, freedom
and determination. As we embrace the unity of
the faith, let us display a genuine spirit of holi-
ness so that those around us may see real love
in us as we model the convictions of Christ. 

I will continue to pray for you as we move

forward under the
canopy of God’s grace.

“We always thank
God for all of you, men-
tioning you in our
prayers. We continually
remember before our God
and Father your work
produced by faith, your
labor prompted by love,
and your endurance
inspired by hope in our
Lord Jesus Christ”
(1 Thessalonians 1:2-3, NIV).

PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES 

James Dixon, Jr.
President of BCM/D

A moment of thanksgiving and reflection

David Lee
Executive Director 

of BCM/D

When were you last “wowed?”

serving baptists since 1836

rises and people who don’t like high
anxiety begin to leave in noticeable
numbers.  It is not unusual for a 20-
40% drop in attendance and finan-
cial support to occur when conflict
reaches Level Four.

If the conflict continues without
aggressive attention, enough people
leave (enough of one camp or the
other) so that the conflict appears to
be over.  But what has actually hap-
pened is that the conflict has gone
underground and like a low-grade
fever, is only a short step away from
erupting again over a minor differ-
ence.  If some of the major players
on one side do not leave and remain
to fight, Level Four quickly moves to
“Battleground” and “Holy War” lev-
els.  This occurs when both sides use
the "win at all cost"  tactics and reso-
lution of the issue is accomplished
by a congregational vote. What is left
are broken relationships, hurt and

angry people and a wounded church
in need of help and healing.      

“How could we have prevented
this from hap-
pening?  What
could we have
done different-
ly?”   Ministers
and lay leaders
feel responsible
for keeping the
harmony of the
church, but as
said in earlier
articles, few
have learned
the skills neces-
sary for man-
aging Level
Four and
beyond conflict.  

How many churches in BCMD
are in conflict?  All 450 are experienc-
ing conflict at level One, Two, or

Three.  Remember that conflict is
normal in families and churches.         

How many churches are at Level
Four or
higher?  A
conservative
estimate
based on
direct and
indirect
information
indicates
that each
year 30-40 of
our churches
reach Level
Four and
would great-
ly benefit
from a

Conflict Intervention process.      
BCMD is taking the need for

church conflict resolution seriously
and has trained teams of consultants

who are available to work with
churches and their leadership to find
a biblically founded process for
resolving conflicts that often brings
reconciliation.  Conflict does not have
to be destructive to relationships and
congregations and to the Kingdom.
It can provide opportunities for
growing and becoming more like our
Savior.  Jesus’ life was filled with
many conflicts.  All of His conflicts
were not resolved positively, but
many became an opportunity for
teaching and learning and growing.
I pray the same for our churches.

For more information about
Conflict Intervention and how it can
have a positive
effect, contact
Ron Brown 800-
466-5290, ext.
221 or e-mail
him at rbrown@
bcmd.org.
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Church conflict... (from page one)
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7 Levels of Church Conflict7 Levels of Church Conflict

Developed by Lloyd Elder

Total Members

Conflicted Members

MisunderstandingMisunderstanding

DifferencesDifferences

DisagreementsDisagreements

Party SpiritParty Spirit

BattlegroundBattleground

Holy WarHoly War

AftermathAftermath
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Halloween Evangelism
"What an incredible time we had

on October 27 at Christ Memorial
Church, Westernport, " said pastor
Steffen Carr. During their traditional
Halloween night, they were able to
distribute over 1,000 packets of gifts
and Gospel information to their
community. Through reverse trick
or treating, home participation, and
hand outs at the church, they were
able to distribute one or more of the
following items in each packet: 800
Gospel tracts from Chick Publications,
300 “Jesus Film for Children” videos
(thanks to the BCMD), 250 pocket cal-
endars as gifts with church informa-
tion inscribed on the front, 550 church
brochures, 550 gift bags with church
information inscribed on front, and
about 2,000 pieces of candy.

There were 50-70 folks who partici-
pated in one form or another. They
have already received e-mail, snail
mail, and telephone responses thank-
ing them for their ministry. 

Raceway Ministry Big Success
Delaware Association’s autumn

raceway ministry was one of the most
successful in its history.  Volunteers
distributed 3,000 ministry packets, 50
“Story of Jesus” videos, 100 special
editions of “Pathway to Victory”
Bibles and six children’s Bibles.

The volunteers also gave out over
700 ham and sausage biscuits, fruits
and lots of cookies.  The biscuits,
along with coffee and juice were
given to any of the raceway fans that
visited the ministry site.  Some of the
volunteers also took the biscuits and
drinks to workers around the track. A
raceway ministry team began prepa-
ration of the food at 3 a.m. at First
Southern Church, Dover, and
brought it to the racetrack in coolers
to be served beginning at 7 a.m.

In other Delaware association news,
director of missions James McBride
said the DBA raised $3200 for the com-
pletion of the sanctuary at the Ark of
Salvation Church in Ecuador. Marvin
and Ann Ford, retired missionaries to
Ecuador and members of Bethany
Church, Wilmington, led the assoca-
tional churches in this fund raising
challenge.

Margaret Meyers,93, long-time
member of Lee Street Memorial
Church, Baltimore, resigned her posi-
tion as editor of the church’s newslet-
ter last month. She has served as edi-
tor for 26 years. Meyers made her
writings “homey” with details that
brought life to sometimes dull materi-

al.  She included
the names of
hymns sung, the

food people ate, and
little anecdotes to
keep it interesting.
Several years ago
Meyers entered the

newsletter into a church newsletter
competition and it won first place.

Mid-Maryland Mission Trip to
India 

In conjunction with the Mid-
Maryland Association’s partnership
with India, MMBA will sponsor a
mission trip to that country in
January.  The group will leave Dulles
Airport on Jan. 7 and arrive in Madras
India on Jan. 10.  They’ll minister to
people in Salem, Niligris and Madras,
preaching, conducting revivals, and
helping with a variety of ministry
projects.

Anyone interested in being part
of this mission team can call Wanda
Horstman, 410.465.3931 or the
MMBA office, 410.489.0344. 

Berlin First Church, Eastern
Association, recently had a free car-
wash.  Thirty people rolled up their
sleeves to wash and hand-dry 35
cars.  The group headed to a local
grocery store and passed out tickets
for the car washes.  On the back was
a note letting recipients know that
that the car washes were to show
God’s love, and that
God gave much
more than a simple
car wash, he gave
his son, and just as
the car wash was a
gift, so is God’s
love. 

On Thanksgiving,
church members will
cook and serve free
turkey dinners, with
all the trimmings, to about 250 people.
Most of those meals will be delivered.

First Church of North East,
Susquehanna Association, will cele-
brate its 45th anniversary with spe-
cial music and activities on Nov. 17
and 18.  Earlier this month the
church had revival services.  Otis
Doherty, formerly of Ogletown
Church was the guest evangelist. 

Greensboro Church, Delaware
Association, will be presenting
“Emmanuel 2001 - A Message of
Hope” on Dec. 7-9 at 8 p.m.  The
church is located on Rt. 313.  For
more information call 410.482.8601.

Spence Church, Snow Hill,
added Saturday night worship serv-
ices that will offer a little more vari-
ety than those on Sunday mornings.
The Saturday services will feature
more music and special speakers and
groups. 

Temple Church, Baltimore, will
host a Thanksgiving dinner with
glazed ham at 6 p.m. on Nov. 21.  A

7:30 worship service will follow.
There is a very small fee for the
meal. Reservations are required by
Nov. 18.  For more information or to
make reservations, call 410.944.2252.

Pokomoke Church, Eastern
Association, had its 147th anniver-
sary on Oct. 21.  The church hosted a
special homecoming celebration.
Norman Mitchell, Sr. was the special
speaker for the event.  Members
served turkey and ham with the
trimmings.

Members of Calvary Church, Bel
Air, will present the musical “I’ll Be
Home for Christmas” next month in
conjunction with the 60th anniver-
sary of the bombing of Pearl Harbor.

Members of Patterson Park
Church, Baltimore, collected school
supplies through October.  The sup-
plies were given to the administra-
tors at Hampstead Hill Elementary
School to distribute to needy chil-
dren.

The preschool department of
Westminster Church, Mid-Maryland
Association, collected mittens,
gloves, hats and socks to give to
those less fortunate this Christmas.  

Grace Church, Bryans Road, cele-
brated its 43rd anniversary in Sept.
with a service featuring special
music and speakers and a dinner
afterwards.

North Arundel Church, Glen
Burnie, is starting a
church library. They’re
collecting books,
videos and tapes to
offer a variety of
resources to its mem-
bers and their friends.

Members of South
Shore Church,
Crownsville, are col-
lecting school supplies
for children in Russia

as part of Operation Carelift 2002.
The program is sponsored by Josh
McDowell Ministries.

Women at Georgia Avenue
Church, Wheaton, are busy collect-
ing sweaters, coats and other winter
clothing for the port ministry of
Baltimore.

Viers Mill Church, Silver Spring,
hosted a two-week study about the
Islam religion last month. 

The adult handbell ringers of
Middle River Church, Baltimore,
will present a concert at White
Marsh Mall at 7 p.m. on Dec. 11.
The choir will sing at the mall at 3
p.m. on Dec. 15.

New Covenant Church, Denton,
called Ned Cosby as part-time wor-
ship leader.  Cosby formerly was a
member of  Riva Trace Church in
Annapolis.  Cosby was active in
ministry through the Arundel
Association in the 1980’s.  He has

been teaching school for the last
twelve years. 

Faith Church, Laurel, welcomed
their new pastor, Tom Stevens, and
his wife Linda, on Oct. 7.  Stevens
formerly pastored at Lena Baptist
Church in Lena, Mississippi.  He
earned his Doctor of Ministry degree
from Luther Rice Seminary and his
Masters of Religious Education
degree from Southern Seminary. He
has been in the ministry since 1973.

Broadneck Church, Annapolis,
called Melanie Vaughn-West as its
new pastor, effective Oct. 15.  Vaugn-
West received her Master of Divinity
from Candler School of Theology at
Emory University in May of this
year.  She completed her undergrad-
uate work in journalism and mass
communication at Samford
University.  Prior to attending semi-
nary she worked as a public rela-
tions director for the Atlanta Area
Council of Boy Scouts and as a news
reporter for KTEN-Channel 10 in
Denison, Texas.

Melanie’s husband, Paul, is a civil
engineer with experience in the area
of water resources and treatment.

CHURCHlife comes from two primary sources.  Most items come from the newsletters and bulletins that are mailed to BaptistLIFE. The other source is press
releases from individual churches or associations. If the intent is to promote something in advance of the event, please send the information no later than
one month prior to the “issue date” which is the 3rd Friday of every month (except January). We prefer the information in electronic form via e-mail to:
srmwriter@aol.com or you may fax it to (410) 290-6627.  Obituaries are usually edited due to space restrictions. However, the entire obituary as received is post-
ed on www.baptistlifeonline.org.
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Ron Roger’s anticipates

God’s plan in retirement

By Jane Lippy
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

Ron Rogers always felt becom-
ing a Christian and following the
Lord in full-time service were syn-
onymous.

“My call to Christ and my call to
missions were closely related.
Within a month of my conversion, I
accepted a call to missions,” the
director of missions, Prince
George’s association, recalls.
Rogers retired October 31 after 13
years in that position and over 30
years in ministry. 

“My greatest challenge has
been trying to keep a mission focus
and integration of new congrega-
tions into an ever-changing associa-
tion."

Rogers holds bachelor of divinity
degrees from Union University and
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary and a doctor of ministry
degree from Lancaster Theological
Seminary.  Married to Doris Rogers
since 1959, they are parents of
Timothy, 36, and Rhonda, 32. 

"As I look back, I see God at
work in each chapter preparing me
for the next phase. I’m sure he has
plans for me in retirement," says
Rogers.  [for the entire story, go to
www.baptistlifeonline.org]
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Autumn church plants are blossoming
By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. –– Church planting, a
Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware pri-
ority, is flourishing.  Four new plants launched
this fall.  

A church launch is considered the official
“grand opening” of the church.  It gives the
plant an opportunity to advertise big, for mem-
bers to invite others, and for the leaders to
ensure all the aspects of the service are in place.   

Usually a planter first goes to a church plant
assessment where he and his spouse are evalu-
ated.  Then, they attend a sort of “boot camp”
where they’re trained.  After that, the planters
are in the field beginning to build a core group,
usually with the help of a parent church.  As the
core meets for prayer and Bible study, they
begin to grow and eventually the church has a
preview service, which they usually continue to
do once a month.  They then move to the exhi-
bition phase in which they meet every other
week.  Before the official launch, they begin the
pre-launch phase.  That’s when they meet each
week but they’re still working on logistics and
development.  When everything is in place,
they launch. 

Horizon Church
One hundred

forty-two people
attended Horizon
Church’s launch
service on Oct. 7.
Out of that number
only five attended
as well wishers -
those from other
churches who came to support the new start.
Many attended in response to random acts of
kindness.  Others came from personal contacts
and invitations.  Some responded to the three
direct mailings to about 10,700 homes in the
Owings Mills area promoting the launch.

Dave Cowan and Clay Carver co-pastor the
plant.  They started the church in June of 2000
with only their two families.  Everyone they
met, Cowan said, became potential church
members.  They developed friendships with
people and shared their faith.  

The church meets at the General Cinema,
next to Owings Mills Mall.  

“It’s a great place to be to reach our target
group – the post modern generation,” Cowan
said.  In fact Cowan said Horizon is one of the
only, if not the only, post-modern church in
Northwest Baltimore.  He defines “post-mod-
ern” as a generation that has a different view,
people who don’t have a church background,
but instead have gathered their spiritual knowl-

edge through music, books and friendships.
Most were not brought up with Christianity
as part of their faith. 

The church uses new creative ways to reach
their target group. They feature alternative style
music and use a variety of multi-media resources.

“For our opening service we drove to ground
zero in New York and filmed about four blocks
away,” Cowan said.  

On the video New Yorkers shared how their
faith is getting them through the recent tragedies
as a result of terrorist attacks.

Summit Trace Church
Summit Trace Church, in Frederick,

launched on Oct. 7 with 130 in attendance.
Everyone who came received a free Chick Filet
Restaurant voucher for sandwiches. 

Church planter Bill Craig said the church
wanted to begin regular services in January but
members couldn’t because they were struggling
to find the right site.  The preview services at
Frederick Community College last fall drew
about 140 each week. But the college was very
expensive so the group began looking for
another place.  Currently they meet at Waverley
Elementary School.

Craig said many people attended the launch
due to the church’s random acts of kindness
program. Some, Craig said, had been waiting a
year, since the preview services, for the church
to begin meeting regularly.

The church is contemporary with a praise
band and a lot of multi-media. Small groups
meet in
homes. 

Summit’s
children’s pro-
gram features
stations that
children
attend during
worship.  Kids
move from
time at the craft table to a music station then on
to puppets and sports. Craig said it has been
very successful.

New Covenant

Church
New Covenant Church,

Dentsville,  launched on Oct
14.  Eighty people, includ-
ing about 35 first-time visi-
tors, attended the worship
service and 30 more came
for the Harvest Festival
afterwards.

Church planter Steve
Trice said most came

through personal invitations and some came in
response to a mailng.  

Trice said the church plant is unique in that
it’s in a rural area. In fact, the church meets in a
farmhouse.  For the launch, they used a tent on
the property donated to them by a local concrete
and gravel business, Chaney Enterprises. The
Harvest Festival began right after the worship
service.  Adults and children stuffed scarecrows
and rode on hayrides.  Children bobbed for
apples and hit piñatas.  Everyone ate roasted
pig, hot dogs and hamburgers.  In the spring,
the children planted a garden that included
pumpkins and Indian corn. As a result, bushels
of the Indian corn and over 100 pumpkins were
given away. Trice said the church is outgrowing
the farmhouse and members are praying that
God will provide another place for them in the
same community.

Celebration Church
Celebration Church, in Hagerstown,

launched on Sept. 16.  Church planter Brian
Smith said eighty-two people attended the serv-
ice, 50 of whom don’t attend church services
anywhere regularly, and that’s their target
group. The launch service included a skit the
church’s drama team presented.  In it a roving
reporter asked people why they came to church
and in response shifted to scenes of conversa-
tions of people before and after church, primp-
ing in the bathroom, and riding in their cars.

The church is contemporary and casual.
Smith said Celebration has an exceptional
praise band.  The band was preparing to pro-
vide music at an associational youth rally in late
October.

Celebration started over a year ago with
Smith, his wife, and another couple.  That grew
into a Bible study, which continued to multiply.
The group started having block parties to get
exposure and reach out to the community around
them.  They had games for children and free hot
dogs and snacks for everyone. Last summer a
mission team of 80 volunteers from Georgia came
to help Horizon with some of those block parties,
and Smith said that was quite a shot in the arm

for the church.  Many people
who attended the launch had
attended some of those block
parties. 

Church members mailed
10,000 flyers in advance of
the launch.  Smith said the
two mailings were effective
and some who attended the
launch came as a response to
the invitations.

   PLANT   PLANT life
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To date, Baptists in MD/DE have sent more than $75,000 in disaster relief funding through BCM/D to New York City and Washington, D.C. 

4,946 missionaries...

At the end of last year, Southern
Baptist gifts through the Lottie
Moon Christmas Offering were
being used to help equip, send
and support 4,946 missionaries. 

6,525 new churches...

Southern Baptist missionaries
and their Baptist partners over-
seas recorded 6,525 church starts
in 2000, an increase of 37.4 per-
cent.

451,301 baptisms...

Last year a record number of bap-
tisms, 451,301, were recorded by
IMB missionaries and their over-
seas partners. This was an
increase of 24.1 percent.

30,805 volunteers...

Up 19.4 percent and
includes college and
seminary students,
youth, healthcare
workers, and sports
coaches and athletes.

Fast Facts

BaptistLIFE
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MISSIONMISSION life
By James L. Yates
Missionary to Panama  

[Photos by Chris Turner]

RENACIMIENTO,
Panama — Melodie Lyons
sits atop a larger rock
stone while 13 villagers,
four chickens, two pigs,
and a turkey gather
around her.  She holds a
handful of coins, counting
aloud her money in
Ngabere, the native
tongue of Panama’s Guaymi people.   "Ingobe,
gongobe, wotgobe,” she recites.  The neighbors
laugh as she stammers over the next number.  A
grandmother corrects her; Melodie starts over.  

This comedy of language is daily routine for
Melodie, and her husband, Alan, who are learning
Ngabere (nah-bear-A) to bring an understandable
gospel message to the nearly 200,000 Guaymi
(GwI-ME) (gwy-MEE) people; a task they have
pursued since 1994.

“I came here seven
years ago preaching beau-
tiful three-point ser-
mons—like I’d teach a
North American—and
nothing happened,” Alan
explains. “Then I shifted
to teaching them like I’d
teach Latinos and still
nothing happened.  Now
we’re trying pure storying
in their heart language—a
language they under-
stand.”

Chronological Bible storying is an evangelistic
approach that teaches the Bible through a series of
spoken stories. It accommodates cultures like the
Guaymi that learn, remember, and communicate
orally rather than through written records. 

Storying works only if the audience under-
stands what is said. As the Lyons witnessed to
Guaymi in Spanish, they found that something
was lost in translation.

“After teaching the people in Spanish for two
years, they said they still didn’t understand a sim-
ple gospel message," Melodie says. "They can
repeat the words in Spanish, but when they relate
it in Guaymi, everything comes out different.” 

For most Guaymi, Spanish is a second lan-
guage spoken only in the marketplace and by
children in schools.  Many adults, especially
women, understand almost no Spanish.  To com-
municate meaningfully, a speaker must use
Ngabare, the dialect in which Guaymi understand
their world.

In 1999, the Lyons began learning Ngabare, a
task that has proven difficult. Literature in the
obscure language is almost nonexistent and the
Lyons could not find tutors in the cities. Most
Guaymi live in coastal fishing communities and
mountain villages. Urban areas in which the

Lyons lived attract Guaymi
looking for work on banana
plantations, but these tran-
sient laborers made for poor
tutors.

“I got desperate enough
to walk up to any Guaymi
on the street and ask, ‘Can

you teach me this lan-
guage?’” Melodie
remembers. “Nobody
stayed around long
enough to help.”

Alan, Melodie, and
their four children
decided to move closer
to the people.  In 1997,
they started building a
cabin in Renacimiento
(ray-na-CEE-mee-en-
toe), a community of
approximately 200
cocoa farming families

living in thatch-roofed huts in the foothills of
western Panama.  Alan and Melodie had already
worked in this village for three years, developing
relationships that ensured a warm welcome.

Living with the people brought the Lyons clos-
er to the language, but the journey was tedious.
At the time they began construction, reaching
Renacimiento required driving four hours, wait-
ing sometimes two days for a ferry, crossing a
stretch of the Caribbean Sea, driving an unreliable

gravel path an hour, then
walking three hours to
finally arrive at a dark,
barebones cabin.

“It was pretty simple
at first,” Alan explains.
“If you rolled over in
bed, the whole house
shook. We had bats, rats,
scorpions, snakes—all
sorts of creatures in the
house.” 

Village life has become
simpler since the Lyons

started.  The Panamanian government completed
a highway in 1999 that passes within miles of the
village, home improvements have shut out many
critters, and solar energy
provides electricity and
running water.  

The Lyons family now
live in the cabin for three-
month stints, interrupted
by one-month stays near
Panama City for shopping,
immigration paperwork,
and social contacts.

While at the cabin, Alan
and Melodie meet daily
with tutors.  The only two
villagers literate in
Ngabare teach the Lyons
in the mornings. They visit
hut-to-hut in the after-
noons, practicing the day’s
lessons with neighbors. 

Learning happens
slowly but steadily.  Ngabare is a complicated lan-
guage, very different from languages like English
or Spanish.  Subtle pronunciation shifts change
word meanings.  And Ngabare
boasts almost 20 ways to count
from one to 10, changing whether
the things counted are round,
long, human, or four-footed.

But the Lyons persist. By
counting coins with neighbors
and living alongside villagers
they hope to learn enough about

the people to share an understandable Gospel that
will take root and grow churches among the
Guaymi.

Missionary couple learns new words to communicate timeless truths.

Languages of God’s love
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Alan Lyons preaching in Panama

Guaymi man in a Panama worship service

Who was Lottie Moon

anyway?

By Aquilla Smith
Executive Director WMU of MD/DE

Charlotte Diggs Moon
was born in

Albemarle County,
Virginia on December 12,
1840. The girl we know
as Lottie Moon was also
known as a free spirit
who enjoyed playing
pranks. She is reported
to have told her friends
that the initial D in her name stood for devil! Once
she lined the clapper of the Virginia Female
Seminary bell with sheets and blankets to prevent
the morning bell from sounding.

The same enthusiasm she had for a good time
also went with her in her formal education as she
mastered Greek, Latin, Italian, French and
Spanish.

On Dec. 21, 1858, Lottie Moon made a public
profession of faith in Christ and her life changed
forever. Lottie felt a strong call to foreign missions.
At that time, the Board was only extending a call to
women as missionary wives. She never let this dis-
courage her and was appointed on Jul. 7, 1873. On
Sept. 1, 1873 she set sail for China.

For 39 years she ministered in China in what was
dubbed “women’s work” while men eavesdropped
on what she taught. By providing lodging, food,
medicine, books and herself as teacher, she was able
to attract girls to her school, often rescuing them

from prostitution or slavery.
In 1911, China was over-

come by flood, famine and
war.  Because of its own finan-
cial famine at home, the
Foreign Mission Board could
offer no assistance.

In a final act of empathy for
the people she loved so dearly,
Miss Moon stopped eating. In
her weaken condition she was
placed aboard the ship
Manchuria for the long voyage
home. On Tuesday, December
24, 1912, while docked at Kobo,
Japan, Miss Moon raised her
fists together in fond Chinese
greeting and met her Saviour.

Each year in December
Southern Baptists celebrate a

time of prayer and offering named for Lottie Moon
to benefit overseas missions. 

BLBL

Focus on International Missions

LOTTIE MOON TEA CAKES

2/3 cup butter
2 cups sugar
3 beaten eggs
1 teaspoon vanilla
6 cups flour
1/2 teaspoon soda
2/3 cup milk
Cream butter. Gradually add sugar until
creamy. Add eggs and vanilla. Mix well.
Sift flour and soda together. Add to
creamed mixture alternately with milk.
(Dough will be soft.) Roll out thinly on a
floured surface. Cut dough with a floured
knife into squares. Bake on a lightly
greased baking sheet about 8-10 minutes
in a 375° oven. This recipe makes about 5
dozen cookies.





By Beth Clifton
Baptist Family & Children’s Services

On Wednesdays, Spence
Church, Snow Hill, offers an

after-school program for children
in kindergarten through junior
high. Church members provide
transportation from school to the
church, and once there the chil-
dren are welcomed and given
snacks.  In the “Kids Program”
(for elementary school students),
the children have a Bible lesson
and then sing and watch videos or
do hands-on activities.  The junior
high students in the “Junior Jam”
group also do Bible study, and
this fall they’re working on ser-
vant evangelism. The younger
group will soon begin working on
a Christmas program, and the
older group will be doing out-
reach ministries such as visiting
nursing homes.

Visiting seniors and planning
for Christmas is also on the agen-
da for the children at Edgewood

Church, Susquehanna
Association.  They visited resi-
dents at Young at Heart Senior
Center and Citizens Nursing
Center earlier this month.  They’re
looking forward to a “Christmas
bash” with lunch, crafts, music
and a live performance of the
Christmas story.

Virginia Avenue Church,
Hagerstown, offers free tutoring
to children who attend Hickory
Elementary School. The children
come to the church for help with
their homework, and Virginia
Avenue tries to provide an indi-
vidual tutor for each child.

Once a month, Glen Burnie
Church, Arundel Association, has
a “Kids Night Out.”  Each night
has a theme, and activities include
dinner, games, Bible stories and
crafts.

To let us know what child and
family-related events your church
plans, e-mail bclifton@
baptistfamily.org

Last
month
at our

annual ban-
quet our
agency cele-
brated anoth-
er year of
hard work.  It
was a won-
derful
opportunity
for us to
reflect on the

year past and energize
ourselves for the tasks
ahead.  It was also a
chance to gather together
our strongest supporters
and other important mem-
bers of our community.
We handed out awards
and listened to govern-
ment officials and repre-
sentatives of agencies with
which we have profession-
al connections.  But perhaps the
part of the evening that we looked
forward to most was the keynote
speech given by Dr. Benjamin
Carson of Johns Hopkins .  Dr.
Carson’s story is remarkable.  He is
a man of great faith, and spoke pas-

sionately about the need for a
return to open faithfulness in
American society. 

He spoke about how important
it is for those dealing with a trou-
bled child to begin to change the
expectations that they have of him.
A child can change more quickly
and completely than a person at
any other stage of life.  The lesson
is that we must never give up on a
child.  Dr. Carson himself talked
about how, as a child, he had a
dangerously violent temper.  But,
after one particularly powerful

prayer session, God’s grace
made him able to put that
temper behind him and
never be troubled by it
again.

Every day, God blesses
us with opportunities to
make the life of a child bet-
ter and family ties stronger.
Whether it be educating a
parent or community about

how to best help their troubled
child to change, or helping all chil-
dren to know that they are always
sheltered by the love of God, our
agency works to make a real differ-
ence in the lives of all children in
our care.

Baptist Family

spotlight...
The State of Our CHOSEN
Treatment Foster Care Program

By Heidi Taylor
Baptist Family & Children’s Services

The CHOSEN Treatment Foster
Care Program needs foster par-

ents.  It’s that simple.  Our foster
parents receive substantial financial
support ($1,200 per month, tax-
free) as well as profes-
sional support from our
staff of Family Treatment
Managers (FTMs).  Foster
care can be a difficult
ministry, and not every-
one is called to it.  But the
rewards are great.  Our
foster parents change
lives.  It’s that simple.

Here’s some more on why and
how you can help:

WHY? Because we need you.
Because all over America there is a

shortage of par-
ents.  The
numbers tell
the story: in
1985, 276,000
children
needed care
while 147,000 

foster parents were available to
serve these children.  In 1995,
486,000 children needed care (a
75% increase) while only 142,374
foster parents (an actual decrease)
were available to serve them.  In
our community there are many
more children in need of a new
start than parents who have come
forward to accept the challenge of
helping them. 

HOW? We have found that
two-parent homes with stay-at-

home moms are most suc-
cessful with our CHOSEN
children, but the structures
of our foster families are
quite diverse.  Each family
completes a mandatory cer-
tification process and inten-
sive training.  The training
continues throughout your
care of a CHOSEN foster

child—both at our agency and in
your home.  Our foster parents
receive strong, constant  support
from our FTMs. Our program can
help you and your family make a
difference in the life of a child who
needs a new start.   You can change
a life right now.  It’s perfectly sim-
ple.

For more information, please call
Beth Clifton at (410) 872-1050 ext.
131 or  (800) 621-2273 ext. 131.

FAMILYFAMILY life

Robert H. Gerstmyer

Executive Director
Baptist Family &

Children’s Services

Around BCM/D in FamilyLIFE...
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Baptist Family & Children’s Services
7175 Columbia Gateway Dr., Ste. F, Columbia, Md.  21046-2537

Phone: 410-799-9404  � 800-621-8834  � Fax: 410-872-1047 
E-mail: baptistfamily@baptistfamily.org

www.baptistfamily.org

THE FAMILY CIRCUS®
by Bil Keane

Reprinted in BaptistLIFE with special permission of Bil Keane

McCormick Professional 
Training:
“Parenting Power: Skills and
Curriculum for Parent
Educators” Thursday, Dec. 6,
9 am to 5 pm and Friday,
December 7, 9 am to 12:30 pm.
$156 (9.75 CEUs)

“CWE Director’s Network
Lunch Training”  Tuesday,
December 4

CHOSEN:
November 27, Foster Parent In-
Service

January 8, Prospective Foster
Parent Orientation

General:
December 14, Agency Open
House, 3 pm to 6 pm.  Call (410)
872-1050 for more information

UPCOMING EVENTS AT 
BAPTIST FAMILY & CHILDREN’S SERVICES



PART-TIME MUSIC DIRECTOR
–– Olney Baptist Church is seeking
a part-time Music Director. Address
inquiries and/or resumes to the
church Personnel Committee, P. O.
Box 325, Olney, Md.,  20832-0325.
Or, contact Pastor Gayle Clifton at
(301) 774-5433.

MINISTRY ASSISTANT/
FINANCIAL SECRETARY –- 32-
40 hours weekly. Team member.
WordPerfect and Excel proficient.
Mail resume with cover letter to:
Oak Grove Baptist Church, 2106
Churchville Road, Bel Air, Md.,
21015, Attn: Rev. Steve Stubblefield.

THERAPISTS POSITIONS
AVAILABLE –– Baptist Family
and Children’s Services (BFCS) is
seeking applicants for therapists
positions in its newly developed
counseling service.  Baptist
Family Counseling intends to
provide quality, Christian coun-
seling to:  Adolescents Struggling
with Drug and Alcohol Abuse;
the Elderly and their Families;
and to Families with general
Child/ Adolescent Issues. BF&CS
employs a faith-based approach
and provides a wide array of wrap-
around services for children and
families in need of a new start. The
agency is becoming fast known as
the primary faith-based resource
for children and families and
already serves a wide market of
clients in central Maryland.

Therapists, as
independent
contractors, will
be able to main-
tain highly flex-
ible schedules with daytime
and/or evening hours.
Compensation is highly competi-
tive. All therapists must be
licensed LCSW-C or LCPC (certi-
fied CPC-AD for drug and alco-
hol population); have at least 2
years of post masters experience
providing clinical services to one
or more of the targeted popula-
tion groups mentioned above;
and utilize a treatment modality
that is compatible with the theo-
retical framework of Baptist
Family Counseling Service
(Christian, Family-Centered,
Community- Supported, Strengths-
Based and Solutions-Focused).  

Send resume and four refer-
ences to:  Rev. Robert Gerstmyer,
BFCS, 7175 Columbia Gateway
Drive, Suite F, Columbia, Md.,
21046-2537.

P/T MUSIC DIRECTOR ––
Medium-size congregation, with
substantial growth potential, is
seeking a part-time Music
Director.  Responsibilities include:
overseeing the music program,
leading blended music in wor-
ship, and directing a choir.
Competitive compensation. Send
inquiries and/or resume to:
Music Committee, Tabernacle
Baptist Church, 121 Bennett
Road, Baltimore, Md., 21221,
Phone: (410) 686-3464, FAX:  (410)
686-7944

RETREAT TO THE OCEAN ––
The Baptist Retreat Center in
Ocean City is available for Spring
and Fall Retreats. We can accom-
modate groups as large as 65.
Adjacent to the Retreat Center is
our church building, available on
request with kitchen facilities, fel-
lowship hall and meeting rooms.

For booking information, please
call the Ocean City Baptist
Church office at (410) 289-6573.

LIN WALLBERG, SOLO
HANDBELLS –– Available for
concerts, worship services, clinics,
or weddings. Add the beautiful
touch of handbells to your special
occasion.  Contact: Lin Wallberg
at 301-586-0317 or E-mail at
wallberg@juno.com 

APT TO TEACH MINISTRIES
–– Is available for Bible confer-
ences, seminars, or retreat week-
ends.  Also available is website
construction for any size church
on a love-offering basis.  This
makes having a website both
affordable and desirable.  For
more information contact Roy
Ingman at (410) 766-1872 or at
aptatteaching@aol.com.

CHRISTIAN LONG DISTANCE
AGENT –– Offers 4.9¢ (state-to-
state) anytime, In-state (MD or
DE) 5.9¢, FREE 800#’s 4.9¢, call-
ing cards 12.9¢, NO fees, 6 second
billing, 24-hour customer service,
home, church, or business, 1-888-
423-9797

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX YOUR
AD –– Deadlines are three weeks
in advance of publication date.
Publication date is the third
Friday of each month (no issue in
January). Classified advertising is
50 cents per word (not including
contact information and words
with two or less letters) with a
$20 minimum.  Spot color is
available for an additional $10
per ad.  A 10% discount for
BCM/D churches and members
will be applied.  Contact us for dis-
play ad pricing. The entire paper is
also accessible online at 
www.baptistlifeonline.org.
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M I S C E L L A N E O U S

serving baptists since 1836

Snapshots in BCM/D history
(from the archives of BaptistLIFE and
its predecessors)

125 years ago in November...
� (Circa 1876) –– The death of Rev.
Richard Fuller, D.D., pastor of Eutaw
Place Baptist Church and former pastor
of Seventh Baptist, on Oct. 20, 1876 was
reported in detail. Flippo stated Dr.
Fuller “a few days before his death
called Mrs. Fuller to his side and said to
her: ‘Write this down: In a time of great
trial my faith in Jesus Christ is perfect.’”
While life was fast ebbing he was heard
to say, “Who will preach Jesus?”  His
last audible words were: “Lord Jesus
keep us near Thee.  Make us perfect
and Thine shall be the glory.”  Eight
long columns were used to recount the
funeral and Fuller’s life.  Baltimoreans
first heard Fuller preach in 1841 at the
Triennial Baptist Convention andfive
years later the new Seventh Baptist
Church remembered and called him as
pastor.  Fuller, who had preached the
first Southern Baptist Convention annu-
al sermon in 1846, had served as SBC
President several terms and helped
keep the Foreign Mission Board alive
during the Civil War.

15 years ago in November...
� (Circa 1986) –– A 40 page special
edition of the Baptist True Union was
published to celebrate the 150 years of
Baptist work in Maryland/Delaware.
Besides articles and pictures recounting
the 150 years of Baptist work, the paper
contained the program for the special
Sesquicentennial Celebration on Sunday
evening at Woodlawn High School.
Information about issues to come before
the convention Monday-Wednesday
was also given including: Program Staff
Structure, relocation of the Baptist
Building, and Direction 2000 objectives.

5 years ago in November...
� (Circa 1996) –– Since 1993, the
BCM/D has partnered with the Baptist
Union of Moldova, sending mission teams
several times a year.  Encouraged by the
joint efforts Moldavians have requested
an extension of the partnership through
1999, including the following projects:
return of the Singing Churchmen, youth
teams, Centrifuge type camp, support for
pastors/missionaries, tuition support for
Bible institute students, starter libraries for
students graduating from the Bible insti-
tute, help in building Bible Institute’s
Theological Library, ministry with street
children, more evangelistic, musical and
medical teams.

'Snapshots' is
researched and 
compiled by 
Maryan Brown,
BCM/D historian
and curator.



SAVE! SAVE! SAVE! You could save in many ways by putting your church’s
newsletter on the BaptistLIFE backpage.

Save Money! We print and mail your church’s newletter for you. 
No paper and postage costs. Your cost is only $12 per month!

Save Time and Energy! We handle all of the postage and printing so
you have more time for other projects...and so does your copier!

Save Trees!...of course!

Are you interested in Saving? 

Call Sean Copley at 800.466.590 ext. 242
or email him at scopley@bcmd.org and sign up today!

For Sale.
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