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Yet underlying that peace was an
urgency to seize the moment.  Time
and time again speakers urged believ-
ers to redeem the time as they reflect-
ed on the events of the terrorist attacks
on Sept. 11.  

Praise and worship are always a
big part of the
annual meet-
ing. And this
year was no
exception.
Music included
soulful and
lively songs
from several
African
American
churches,
choirs, praise
and worship
teams and
soloists.
Patmos, a
world-
renowned music group from
Moldova, brought original music to

the meeting.  They also played dur-
ing an evening reception following
Monday night’s session.

Baptist agencies, consultants and
missionaries gave presentations
highlighting their ministries and
new programs. David Lee, BCM/D
executive director recognized new
staff, retiring staff and new pastors.
Lee, Dixon and Lee’s son, Jonathan
Lee, pastor of Crossroads Church.
Odenton, all delivered messages
during the meeting. Kenneth
Hemphill, president of Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary and
author, was the keynote speaker. 

A missions offering of $1,050 was
received during the meeting.

Business
Business was brief.  Incumbents

James Dixon, Jr., pastor of El Bethel
Church and Marvin (Al) Hunter, pas-
tor of Emmanuel Church, Gambrills,
were re-elected to the office of presi-
dent and vice-president, respectively.
Rob Lilly, pastor of First Church,
Essex, was elected second vice-presi-
dent. 

Incumbents Gayle Clifton, pastor of
Olney Church and William George, pas-
tor of Patterson Park Church, were

elected as record-
ing secretary and
assistant recording
secretary, respec-
tively.

Recommend-
ations from the
General Mission
Board were
passed unani-
mously. 

The first rec-
ommendation
was to change

the constitution
and by-laws to
allow General
Mission Board

members to continue to serve if they
move from a church in one associa-

tion to another within the conven-
tion or from one state to another
where a church is affiliated with the
convention and still serve on the
board. Originally, the article read
that membership ceased when a
member moved from the state(s),
referring to Maryland and Delaware
only. This was a first reading of the
recommendation.  The change will
be voted upon again next year
before it becomes final.

Mike Miller, pastor of First Church,
Easton, questioned the change.  Miller
asked if someone were to move to
California, could they still, under this
new change, be part of the General
Mission Board. John Faris, BCM/D
director of finance, explained that
some of the churches now in the con-
vention are located in West Virginia
and Pennsylvania and technically,
according to the constitution as it was,
a pastor who moved from one state to
another couldn’t continue to serve on
the board.  “Normally, only active, res-
ident members of BCM/D churches
are asked to serve on the General
Mission Board.  So any such members
residing in California would be a non-
resident member and thus not eligible
to serve,” Faris said.

PERSPECTIVES
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WHAT’S INSIDE?

By Sharon Mager, Staff Writer  and
Jane Lippy, Correspondent

HAGERSTOWN, Md. –-Unity and
urgency prevailed at the 166th annual
meeting of the Baptist Convention of
MD/DE.  Four hundred five messengers
and 127 visitors, for a total of 532 people,
filled the Ramada Inn conference center in
Hagerstown on Nov. 12 -13.   This year’s
theme was “Walking Together in Love,”
based on Ephesians 5:2.

“Only God could give us such a sweet
spirit. Let’s praise Him! Amen?” James
Dixon, Jr.,  BCM/D president, exclaimed
during the final session.      

“We walked together in love”
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President James Dixon, Jr. hugs

LifeWay Christian Resources represen-

tative Bob Sheffield who presented

him the gift of a new Bible.

Continued on page fourteen
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It was a shock to
Mary. Can you
imagine what this

peasant teenager felt
when she found out
she was pregnant?
The Virgin Birth (the
triumvirate of salva-
tion along with the
crucifixion and the res-
urrection) was really
news to Mary.  It’s
interesting to me that
Dr. Luke, whose med-
ical training would have
prejudiced him against such, recorded
that Jesus was “born of the Virgin
Mary.”  And Mary trusted whole-
heartedly in God’s overarching pur-
pose for her life. 

It was a shock to Joseph. So far
as he knew, Mary’s news meant
that she had been unfaithful to him.
From where he stood there were
only two courses of action.  Justice
demanded that she be stoned to
death.  But His love for her evoked
a mercy that was willing to quietly
divorce her, as was his prerogative.
Justice and mercy quarreled leaving
him without peace of mind.
Ultimately, after an interventive
dream, he chose to obey the angel’s
directive to “fear not.”

It was a shock to the shepherds.
Just another ordinary night in 

sleepy Bethlehem…
until the heavenly host
of singing angels burst
onto the skyline.  Once
again, God spoke peace
through His heavenly
envoys.   This radical
news transformed their
humble lives forever.  

It was a shock to the
Magi. The single star
they discovered in the
eastern sky surpassed
any these stargazers
had ever witnessed.

All their previous study of astrolo-
gy only reinforced the theory that
stars are unvarying in their normal
courses.  But this star was different.
Its appearance heralded some great
cosmic communication.  This amaz-
ing and unique star, which was
first observed in their homeland,
appeared a second time following
their encounter with King Herod in
Jerusalem.  It led them from the
king’s palace to finally shine over
the infant’s rustic sleeping quarters.

It was a shock to Herod. He
was oblivious to the prophecy in
Micah 5:2 that pinpointed the place
of Messiah’s birth.  The news only
fueled his intense jealousy and
quest for power.  He could have 
responded positively.  George 

Bernard Shaw in his St. Joan, tells of
a coronation scene in Rheims 
Cathedral where Joan tells of hear-
ing the voice calling her to deliver
France.  But Charles, the weak king,
interrupts her. “O, your voices, your
voices! Why don’t the voices come
to me? I am King, not you.”  Joan
replies, “They do come to you, but
you do not hear them.  If you
prayed from your heart and listened
to the trilling of the bells in the air
after they stop ringing, you would
hear the voices as well as I do.”  

Hearing voices…or seeing an
impressive star…the meaning is
the same. In the midst of shocking
news, each of us can choose to wor-
ship God. Christmas reminds us
that the world still bows in mock
worship before the Christ child and
then goes its wicked way.  Kings
and kingdoms come and go.
Herod’s legacy is only a mere speck
on history’s pages.  Even the
empire that crucified Jesus is a bro-
ken memory.  Emmanuel’s rule will
survive all worldly systems that
oppose Him including contempo-
rary ones like Osama bin Laden.
“Fear not,” is the good news that
God is with us through it all.  

Emmanuel...God with us. That’s
what Christmas is all about!

Bob Simpson
Editor

Bethlehem baby’s birth
shocks the world! PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES 

Dear Editor,
My name is Edward Brown. My

wife Ellen and I (pseudonyms for
security purposes) are IMB repre-
sentatives working as prayer coor-
dinators for part of the Northern
Africa and Middle East Region. 

We would like to invite Maryland
and Delaware Baptists to join us in a
strategic role, helping us and other
IMB representatives work to end the
persecution of Christians in
Northern Africa and the Middle East
and reach the unreached peoples for
Christ.  Many of the persecuted and
unreached peoples live in Sudan,
Chad, Egypt, Israel, West Bank,
Gaza and Jordan.   

Many, who have converted to
Christianity, are being persecuted
by governments, family systems
and Islamic leaders fearful of losing
their people and the threat of
Christianity.  How can you and
others help to stop this persecution
and bring the Gospel to these
unreached peoples?    

In Matthew 5:44 Jesus said, “...
pray for them which despitefully
use you, and persecute you.”
Many have and are praying for
those being persecuted and this

should not stop.
But have you
ever considered
praying for the
persecutors?  Just

as the Lord changed Saul, a persecu-
tor, into a missionary. He can change
today’s persecutors.

Maryland and Delaware Baptists
can play a vital role in reaching these
persecutors through strategic prayer,
intercession and giving.  By interced-
ing, our prayers can break down the
strongholds of Islam, soften the
hearts of men and protect those who
are being persecuted. 

By giving to the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering, you can help
send those called to encourage the
persecuted and love the persecutor.  

For more information on how you
can be involved in joining others in
praying for the persecutors, you can
email us at: edandellen2000@
yahoo.com or write us at: 

Prayer Coordinator
P.O. Box 214, Redhill, Surrey,

RH1 1FP, UK

Dear Editor,
Thirty years ago one of our own

Southern Baptist ministers of music
had a vision to use young people to
reach others with the message of
the Gospel. I read recently with
interest and sadness that the musi-
cal ministry of Roger Breland and

Truth will soon end. Truth has
touched lives for Christ around the
world and, I’m glad to say, greatly
impacted mine. I would not be who
I am today had it not been for this
ministry and this man.

You may be like me. Many who
will read this were saved or called to
ministry during a Truth concert.
Perhaps you had a son or daughter
who recommitted his or her life
because of the message of this min-
istry. Maybe you are simply impressed
due to the musical excellence of their
program and the caliber of the musi-
cians. Many who are in concert min-
istry today are former members of this
group. [Editor’s note: Including Steve
and Marijean Green, Kim Noblett
among many others].

My suggestion is simple. Why
not take the time to write a letter of
appreciation to Roger Breland for
his obedience to the Father, faith-
fulness in the task and integrity
during the journey? Share with him
and the staff how this ministry has
influenced your life in Christ. I am
sure it would mean more than we
could ever know. The address is
Truth, P.O. Box 9459, Mobile, Ala.
36691 or truth@truthmusic.org.

Blessings!

Rob Davis
Senior Pastor

First Baptist, Harrison, Ark.

LETTERS TO THE EDITORLETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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It never ceases to
amaze me how God
wires his people.

Sherry likes to take fre-
quent trips down memo-
ry lane. For us that is a
pleasant journey. God
has richly blessed our
lives. She sometimes,
however, gets a bit frus-
trated with me because I
have a difficult time stay-
ing focused there very
long. I tend to quickly get
back to looking forward.
I am not uncomfortable

in the past, but I relish spending time dreaming
about tomorrow!

That is why New Year’s Day is one of my
favorite holidays. I know it is more psychologi-

cal than chronological, but the new year
represents to me new beginnings, new pos-
sibilities, new opportunities. I am already
dreaming about what can happen in 2002. 

I am also drafting resolutions. It is still a
short list and losing weight is not on it. (Putting
that on the list for the last five years hasn’t
helped, so I will pursue a new strategy to deal
with that issue.) On the top of my list is a
resolve to focus in 2002 on doing the things that
really matter. I have become convinced that
many of the things that I did in 2001 had little
eternal significance. In fact, I spent time doing
insignificant things that robbed me of time I
should have invested in areas I long ago deter-
mined were priorities.

I guess you could call it the Martha syn-
drome (Luke 10:41-42). Paul also addressed the
concern with the Philippians when he prayed
that they would be able to “discern what was

best” (Phil. 1:9-11). He told the Ephesians they
ought to use their time wisely as those who
have a clear understanding of the meaning of
life (Eph. 5:15-17).

I say all of this to say...think forward. Plan
carefully. Throw off the stuff that doesn’t mat-
ter. Do the things that are best. Set your priori-
ties and stick to them. Don’t let Satan rob you
of the joy of following Christ. Make your min-
istry count. Play with your children and your
grandkids. Spend lots of quality time with your
spouse. I think you get the message. 

By the way, it is a good time of the year for
churches to assess what you are doing to make
sure you are spending your time doing the
things that really matter, i.e. things that honor
Christ and have eternal significance.

Iwould like to begin by giving honor and glory to
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for the won-
drous blessings He has bestowed upon us.  As I

reflect back on the experience of the BCM/D annual
meeting, I give all praise to God for Him being the
centerpiece of our time of sharing. Not only was His
presence evident in the sessions as we conducted
business but also during our times of worship and
praise. Every element of each session pointed in the
same direction with the primary goal of reaching
people. Each sermon spoken by the men of God
challenged us as a body of believers to follow God’s
plan and not our own. It was an awesome opportu-
nity to observe our Lord at work in us and through

us as we followed His agenda. It is a great accom-
plishment when God’s people come together as one
body with the same objective in mind; to represent
Him through our actions.  By doing this we send a
message to the world that, even in the 21st century,
Jesus Christ is still at work in our communities.

So Maryland/Delaware Baptists, I challenge you
to “let’s do it again.” As we embark on a new year,
let us strive together to enhance our experience with
God and continue to give Him the honor and glory
He so deserves.  As a convention and a family of
believers, we must keep our focus on building
God’s kingdom by spreading His love through all
nations.

Many thanks to each of you
for the trust, confidence,
and support you placed in
me during this past year as
your president. I look for-
ward to working with you
again this coming year. It is
my prayer that God will
bless you with an abun-
dance of His love and may
you have a happy and joy-
ous holiday season!

PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES 

James Dixon, Jr.
President of BCM/D

Let’s do it again!

David Lee
Executive Director 

of BCM/D

Are you doing the things that are best?

serving baptists since 1836

BLBL

BLBL

By Sharon Mager 
Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. ––The Baptist
Convention of Maryland/Delaware’s
General Mission Board
met on Dec. 4 at the
Baptist Center.  They
elected Wayne Kempson,
pastor of First Church,
Waldorf, as president.
Bob Lilly, pastor of
Catonsville Church, was
elected vice-president.
Alan Ray, pastor of
Middle River Church,
was elected chairperson
of the administrative
committee for 2002.

Executive director
David Lee shared his
vision for the year 2002, BCM/D
director of finance John Faris told
members we’ve hit some financial
highs and consultant/specialists
shared some successes and some new
initiatives.

After reiterating the convention’s
goals, Lee expressed his happiness
at the success of this year’s annual
meeting in Hagerstown last month.  

“Many people commented on
the level of worship.  We came
together and experienced God,” he

said.  
Lee shared his vision

for the next 12 months.
He wants to expand the
Acts 15 initiative, refer-
ring to a meeting in
which pastors chosen
from across the conven-
tion,  met at Skycroft.
The result was amazing-
ly successful as pastors
shared their stories and
found they had more in
common than they
thought.  Lee hopes to
give pastors throughout

the convention the opportunity to
meet and share their stories.

He also wants to spend half of
his time out of the office working
with pastors. 

“I want to listen, talk, pray and
strategize with you because you
are on the front lines,” he said. 

Lee expressed his grief that
Maryland adopted a new law that 

adds sexual orientation as part of
its discrimination legislation.  He
also shared his concern that a new
wave of gambling is moving in the
area.  The big “sleeping giant” now
is in the area of bio-medical ethics. 

“The Christian Life and Public
Affairs committee will have its
hands full this year,” he said.
Finance Report

John Faris gave a glowing finan-
cial report.  The projected coopera-
tive program-giving estimate is
$4.1 million for the year, which is a
seven to seven and a half percent,
increase over last year. 

Total receipts for the year are
estimated at $5.6 million – a possi-
ble $200,00 overage to the $5.4 mil-
lion budget.

The state missions offering is
projected to be $205-$210,000.  The
goal was $200,000.  Usually over-
ages are carried over into the next
year’s budget, but this year a new
plan was suggested. A recommen-
dation from the executive team
was to carry 60 percent of the over-
age into the 2003 budget and to use 

40 percent to strengthen ministries
around the convention as well as
help partnership ministries.  

The board unanimously passed
a motion to approve the recom-
mendation and referred it to the
executive team to determine the
needs and how the money should
be distributed.
Business

A motion was unanimously car-
ried to create a volunteer position
of the coordinator of LeaderCorps.
The coordinator would work to
mobilize human resources to help 
churches.  Some of the duties sug-
gested of a coordinator would
include the enlisting and training
of early retirees to serve as associ-
ate ministers, administrators, and

BaptistLIFE
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GMB met on Dec. 4 and looks to 2002

Wayne Kempson

presides as new

GMB president

Continued on page five



First Church, Easton planned to
have a Fall Festival as a Halloween
alternative on October 31.  Suzanne
Anderson, the church’s preschool/
children’s director, felt led to plan a
Christ-exalting event for that night.
She enlisted the help of every
Sunday school class in the church
and began making plans for a min-
istry to 100 children.

As things progressed, however,
the event grew.  Not only was each
class sponsoring a booth, but the
youth group decided to put on a
puppet show. Church leaders rent-
ed a large inflatable slide, cotton
candy and popcorn maker and a
spin-art machine. 

As word got out about the big
event, some of the townsfolk
weren’t as excited as the church
members.

“The week before the event we
were contacted by the town
offices,” Mike Miller, pastor of the
church said. “It seems that the
word had gotten out so rapidly
that many people called the town
to complain that Halloween had
been cancelled due to our Fall
Festival!  We immediately increased
our ‘goodies’ and our efforts.  As it
turned out, we had somewhere
between 300-350 children in atten-
dance.  Along with parents, rela-
tives, and older siblings, we saw a
total attendance of about 800.”

Miller said tracts were distrib-
uted to everyone who attended and
church members shared and wit-
nessed with many who came.
Parents and grandparents expressed
gratitude to the church for hosting
the free party.  Many had planned
to stay home due to the fear of ter-
rorist activities.

Berlin First Church, Eastern
Association, hosted the musical “I
Wish You Christmas” on Dec. 16.
The program involved adults and
children.  

Temple Church, Baltimore, will
observe Christmas throughout the
month.  Each Sunday before wor-
ship the church will host mini holi-
day concerts featuring different
families and groups in the church.

The church’s
adult choir,
under the 

direction of Carol Waters, minister
of music, will present a Christmas
concert.  Waters is a music teacher
at Dundalk Community College. 

On Dec. 24 Temple will have a
candlelight service with carols and
communion.  The following week,
on Dec. 31, the church will cele-
brate New Year’s Eve with an
evening of food, games and a Billy
Graham video.

Edgewood Church, Susque-
hanna Association, will host its
Christmas Cantata, “The Road to
Bethlehem” on Dec. 16 and 23.

Cobb Island Church, Potomac,
purchased a bus to further its min-
istry in the community.  The
church recently reported that 10
adults and four teens were saved
and baptized.  Four others joined
by statement. This marked Larry
Chambers’ first anniversary as pas-
tor of the church.

Special guest Elmer Ulmer
(Grace’s first pastor) attended
Grace Church, Pasadena, on Oct.
14 for its 45th anniversary celebra-
tion. The church had a special serv-
ice that included tributes to charter
members Virginia Davis and Dee
Disney. 

Colesville Church, Silver
Spring, hosted a flu shot program
last month.

New Life in Christ Church,
Baltimore, has a new name – All
Nations Christian Fellowship.
Solomon Haile is the pastor.

Members of Redland Church,
Rockville, help support Imani
Ministries, a program to help peo-
ple in Kenya and Rwanda. The
church members compiled a cook-
book several years ago and contin-
ue to sell it for $10 to support the
ministry. In fact, they recently sent
a check for $285 to Imani
Ministries to buy a gas stove and
cylinder for a children’s home.
Redland began supporting the
ministry when the church’s former
secretary, Kathy Burke became
involved.  Burke is now a mission-
ary in Kenya.

Colesville Church, Silver
Spring, had an international
thanksgiving dinner last month.  

Southern Calvert Church,
Lusby, hosted the “Crossway
Quartet” in concert.

The International Mission Board 
appointed Jeremy Parks and his
wife Stacy as new missionaries
serving the deaf population of
Venezuela.  Parks will work as a
church-planting strategist, devel-
oping ways to reach the deaf with
the gospel and encouraging and
training Venezuelan Christian lead-
ers to begin new ministries.  Stacy
will assist her husband. Stacy’s
parents are Charles and Nanci
Perilloux, who live in Pasadena,
Md.

Southern Calvert Church,
Lusby, has asked Associate pastor
David Keyser to serve as acting
pastor.  SCB Church’s former pas-
tor, Rick Hancock resigned from
the church on Sept. 30 to assume
the position of consultant/special-
ist for evangelism, prayer and part-
nerships with BCM/D.  Hancock
served six years at Southern
Calvert Church. During that time,
the Church built a 17-room addi-
tion to its educational facilities and
built a 650-seat sanctuary, the
largest sanctuary in Southern
Maryland, according to Keyser.
Church attendance went from an
average of 135 per Sunday to over
400 during Hancock’s ministry.
Over 200 people were baptized
during that time.

The church has a strong couples
ministry.  Eighteen couples attend-
ed the Fall Festival of Marriage in
Ocean City last month and 13 com-
pleted a recent Experiencing God
class.  A new class will start in
January.

Mike Fahey, pastor of Long
Green Church, retired on Oct. 31.

Liberty Baptist Church, Lisbon,
has called Ken Fentress to be its
new pastor.  

Earle Wagner, of Bel Air, died
on August 17. Wagner was pastor
of Carsins Run Church, Aberdeen,
before he retired in 1986. Wagner
served in the ministry for 49 years.
He was ordained at and was pastor
of Mapleview Church, Emmorton. 

Wagner was born in Mountain
City, Tenn. and was the husband of
Clara Joines Wagner who preceded
him in death.

Charles D. Briddell, Jr, age 89,
died Wednesday, Nov. 21 in
Salisbury Regional Medical Center
Hospital.  A memorial service was
held on Saturday, Dec. 1 at First
Church, Crisfield. 

Briddell was one of three sons
of the founder of the Charles D.
Briddell Carvel Hall Cutlery and
War Production Firm in Crisfield,
Md.     

Briddell was married to
Vermont Senator Harry Brown’s
daughter, who was a math teacher
in Crisfield High School for some
years.  They had three sons.

Jonathon Gross, son of Richard
and Wanda Gross, lost his bout
with a 20-month illness and died
on October 18.  Jonathon was 22-
years-old. Richard Gross pastored
Virginia Avenue Church and left
the church last year to help his son.

CHURCHlife comes from two primary sources.  Most items come from the newsletters and bulletins that are mailed to BaptistLIFE. The other source is press
releases from individual churches or associations. If the intent is to promote something in advance of the event, please send the information no later than
one month prior to the “issue date” which is the 3rd Friday of every month (except January). We prefer the information in electronic form via e-mail to:
srmwriter@aol.com or you may fax it to (410) 290-6627.  Obituaries are usually edited due to space restrictions. However, the entire obituary as received is post-
ed on www.baptistlifeonline.org.
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S t a f f  c h a n g e s

M i s s i o n a r i e s

CHURCHCHURCH life

C h u r c h  h a p p e n i n g s

C h r i s t m a s  C e l e b r a t i o n s

F a n t a s t i c  F a l l  F e s t i v a l

A Child’s Experience with Faith
Seminar and Workshop

January 26, 2002 • 9:30 am-2:30 pm

Cost: $10 (includes lunch)

Baptist Center To register, call: 
10255 Old Columbia Road June Holland
Columbia, MD 21046-1716 1-800-466-5290 x233

O b i t u a r i e s

For Such A Time As This...
Feb. 22-23, 2002

Friday 6:30 pm - Saturday Lunch
Camp Wo-Me-To

Men on Mission Retreat for
ALL MISSION EDUCATION

LEADERSHIP
February 15-16, 2002

Valley Baptist Church
For more infomation, 
call 800-466-5290 x266



By Bob Simpson
Editor   

COLUMBIA, Md. – The newly-elected
2002 Administrative Committee of the General
Mission Board met on Dec. 4 at the Baptist
Center following the General Mission Board
meeting. Alan Ray, pastor of Middle River
Church, called the meeting to order as the
newly-elected administrative committee chair-
person.

David Lee, BCM/D’s executive director pre-
sented recommendations from the executive
team on various personnel matters as follows:

•The committee approved the recommenda-
tion to hire Jacob Shin as part-time language
church consultant  effective Jan. 1, 2002.  Shin
will focus on enhancing and developing
BCM/D’s relationship with language mission
churches.  In addition he will explore possibili-
ties for extending BCM/D’s ministry to new lan-
guage groups.

•It was reported that Kari Sheets has been-

hired as a BCM/D ministry assistant to work
with David Jackson and Ken Jordan.  Sheets is
currently serving in the Arundel Baptist Assoc-
iational office as administrative assistant. She
will begin Jan. 1, 2002.

•Don Sweeney was approved as the volun-
teer coordinator of a new initiative called
LeaderCorps.  He will enlist and train early
retirees to serve as associate staff members for
churches.  In addtion, a database will be devel-
oped to maintain an accurate and up-to-date
list of volunteers with professional expertise
who could be available to churches for short-
term projects including, but not limited to,
church planting and strengthening existing
churches. Sweeney is recently retired after 38
years Cap Gemini Ernst & Young, LLC., the last
23 years as a partner in the firm.

•The committee approved an updated con-
tract with Jimmy Jackson for another fiscal
year. Added to the contract was the responsibil-
ity of working with the director of finance in
promoting the Legacy of Faith campaign.

•Ron Brown, who previously announced his
plans to retire at the end of April, 2002, was
approved as a part-time consultant/specialist for
church conflict effective June 1, 2002.  Under this
contract, Brown will continue to develop the
“Managing Church Conflicts” process he pio-
neered for the BCM/D.  He will continue to pro-
vide leadership for SCLL training, give oversight
to the development of e-learning courses and
workshops for BCM/D, and continue to serve
on BCM/D’s Leadership Development and
Support Strategy Team.

•It was reported that Jeffrey Buffkin has been
hired as the campus minister for the University of
Maryland at College Park.  Buffkin is currently the
director of student work for the Sierra Butte Baptist
Association and the advisor
for the Fellowship of
Christian University Students
(FOCUS) for Chico State
University in Chico,  Calif.  He
will begin his responsibilities
on Jan 1, 2002.

2002 Administrative Committee hits the road running
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ministers of evangelism, outreach
and other necessary positions.  
He may also create and maintain
an up-to-date list of volunteers
with professional expertise who
could help on short-term assign-
ments.  Another possibility would
be training people who would
form a core group for planting new
churches. 

In honor of President Bush’s
request, members voted to spend
time praying and seek-
ing reconciliation and
forgiveness in conjunc-
tion with the national
day of reconciliation
and did so during the
meeting.

James McBride, Jr.,
proposed a Men’s
Ministry Awareness
Week Jan. 27 to Feb. 3.
It would be a week of
prayer and emphasis
on men’s ministries to
increase awareness and
participation.  A prayer
calendar will be distrib-
uted and speakers will
be available for brother-
hood breakfasts and
other events scheduled
by churches. The recommendation
was unanimously approved.

Committee reports
Some of the highlights of the

committee reports included the fol-
lowing:

Skycroft
John Faris reported that

Skycroft’s new water system is 
almost complete.  A new worship 
center motel unit is awaiting 

Frederick County’s approval.
Congregational Development

Ken Cavey gave the congregational
development report.  Cavey said 75
churches have partnered in the “Closer
Walk with God” strategy and 25 more
are expected by the year’s end.

A new “Acts 2 Network” is being
formed by Randy Millwood and
Wayne Harris.  They will be looking at
new ways to develop leaders. 

There is also a new “Hope for the
Home” BCM/D strategy that ties in

with SBC’s 2002 emphasis on families
in America.

More information about these pro-
grams is forthcoming.

Missions Involvement
Ellen Udovich told members how the

missions involvement team works and
said there are Mississippi churches wait-
ing to come to Maryland/Delaware to
help churches that want them.  There
are also opportunities to participate in
the Puebla and Canadian partnerships.  

Church Planting
The church plant-

ing committee
reported that it had
its first mentor train-
ing in October.  More couples attend-
ed the annual church planters’
assessment this year than ever
before.  Church planting now has a
presence on the BCM/D website
and the email prayer-grams now
reach 250 people.  At the first church
planters’ banquet, Bruce Hopler, pas-
tor of Cornerstone Community
Church, Columbia, was voted as the

“church planter of the
year“ by his peers.

Resource Development
John Faris reported for

the resource development
team.  Faris said the
Cooperative Program will
continue to be the main
resource and is the
lifeblood of the conven-
tion.  “What we’re most
excited about is the Legacy
of Faith,” Faris said.  

The Legacy of Faith
goal is to raise $10 million
for church planting.
Already  $2,833,017 has
been received in gifts and
pledges.  Faris said videos
about the program have

been and will continue to be distrib-
uted.  He will also be meeting with
directors of missions early next year
to discuss the program.

Baptist Foundation 
Baptist Foundation funds have

dropped slightly, from $47,873,196 to
$47,447,568 over the past year.  John
Gauger, president, said that while there
was a drop, it was slight and that, over-
all, the foundation is doing well in light
of the overall economic slowdown.

Baptist Family & Children’s Services
Robert Gerstmeyer, executive

director of  Baptist Family and
Children’s Services, told GMB mem-
bers about the organization and its
many programs.  Some of their new
initiatives include counseling services
for families in distress, the elderly and
their families, and adolescents with
substance abuse problems.

Gerstmeyer said he is very excited
about a new work BF&CS hopes to start
in Delaware.  He will meet this week
with Jim McBride, Delaware director of
missions to discuss the opportunities.

BF&CS is awaiting word from the
Department of Human Resources.
Each year BF&CS signs a purchase of
care agreement offered by the state of
Maryland. This year, however, the
document contained a clause that
would forbid BF&CS to discriminate
in its employment and other practices
on the basis of sexual orientation.

Lawyers for BF&CS prepared an
addendum that amends the contract
and are awaiting word from the
state.  Gerstmeyer said he was told it
might take some time before a deci-
sion is made.  

Eighty-five percent of BF&CS’s
funding is from the state.

Message by James Dixon, BCM/D’s
president

BCM/D president James Dixon
closed the meeting with a message
about moments.  We all have troubling
times but they are temporary.

“Many times we look at these
momentary situations and make
them eternal,” Dixon said.    “I have
moments but they are not eternal.
But eternity gives me life everlasting
and helps with the moments.”

CONVENTIONCONVENTION life

General Mission Board pauses to pray for reconciliation

and forgiveness as requested by President George W.

Bush.
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By Jennifer Copley
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

HAGERSTOWN, Md. —“My
church and I are trying to get more
involved in a missions lifestyle,”
said Rev. Gene Johnson, pastor of
Bethany Church, Wilmington, con-
cerning why he attended the
Ministry Equipping Conference
held Monday morning prior to the
start of the 2001 annual meeting.
Attendees chose between three ses-
sions: “101 Mission Projects,” led
by Ellen Udovich, BCM/D consult-
ant/specialist; “Raising the Next
Generation of Missionaries,” led by
Aquilla Smith BCM/D consultant/
specialist, and “How to Plan a
Mission Trip,” led by Ralph
Batykefer, minister to students at 
Oak Grove Church, Belair. 

Ellen Udovich discussed ser-
vanthood evangelism. “There is a
difference between volunteering
and ministry,” Ellen
shared, “and that
difference is inten-
tionality.”
Christians are
involved in mis-
sions on various
levels.  The ultimate
goal is to “share as
you do.” Ellen con-
cluded with the
advice, “do what
God has already
equipped you to do.”

There are mission opportunities
everywhere and “getting the whole
family involved is important,”
Aquilla Smith said in her session.

Smith discussed many different
ways that Christians and their fami-
lies can make “missions a lifestyle.”

Ralph Batykefer discussed plan-
ning a mission trip across the coun-
try or right in your own city.

When Christians go on
mission trips they are
“representing Christ –
what they do has a
major impact on what
God can do there in the
future,” Batykefer said.

To support churches
and Christians, BCM/D
has a resource book
available, “Where Are
We…Everywhere.”  This

book was designed espe-
cially for Maryland/Delaware
Baptists and contains information
to guide individuals and churches
to become more informed about
missions.  If you are interested in

making “missions a lifestyle” in
your life or church please contact
Ellen Udovich (ext. 216) or Aquilla
Smith (ext. 231) at 800-466-5290.
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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

HAGERSTOWN, Md. –– “Children do what
they see us do,” Kenneth Hemphill,
president of Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary told messen-
gers and visitors at BCM/D’s annu-
al meeting on Nov. 12 and 13.
Hemphill was the keynote speaker
and gave the theme interpretation.

He referred to an old commer-
cial that showed a man who picked
up a hose to wash a car, and a little
boy next to him picked up a hose.
Then the man picked up a rag and
the little boy picked up a rag.  The
boy copied the father as he washed
the car.  Then the man sat on the curb and
pulled out a pack of cigarettes. The boy picked
up the cigarettes and the commercial ended.

Just as children imitate adults we need to
imitate Christ, Hemphill said. “That’s the pur-
pose of the Christian life – we’re to walk like
our father walks.”

“Walking Together in Love,” based on
Ephesians 5:2, was the theme for the meeting.
Hemphill used scripture from Ephesians 4:17 to
5:21 and spoke of walking in purity and love, in
unity, light and understanding

He discussed the names of God, and how
they reveal the character of God. And how the
name of God is holy – “hallowed be thy name.”

Hemphill recalled the day he was leaving
home to go away to college.  He was anxious to 

get going, to start his new life.  His father
walked him to the car and Hemphill braced
himself for the big speech, but didn’t get one. 

“He laid his hand on my shoul-
der and said ‘son, I’ve only got one
piece of advice…I’ve only got one
thing to give you – it’s my name.
Don’t take it anywhere I wouldn’t
take it.  Don’t do with it anything I
wouldn’t do with it.  It’s the most
precious thing I could give you.
This name Hemphill stands for
something.  People know who we
serve, and what we believe.  Don’t
ever defame that name.”  When I got
to college I began to realize the her-

itage of that. My father stood in a
clear uncompromised position on the Word of
God. I realized when I got to that college cam-
pus there were places I couldn’t go and activi-
ties I couldn’t participate in and the reason I
couldn’t is because I bore his name.

“We are to imitate the father – we are bear-
ing his name.”

What does it mean to imitate the father?
Hemphill said it means walking in self-giving,
sacrificial love and purity of lifestyle.  It means
walking in the light.  It means knowing and
understanding the mind of God through the
power of the Holy Spirit.  It means redeeming
the time.

“Our focus needs to be on God’s kingdom,
not ours – not to expand our territories but to
expand God’s kingdom.  That’s why Paul said

be imitators of God as children. Walk in love
just as Christ also loves you and He gave
Himself…as an offering, a sacrifice, a fragrant
beautiful aroma.  What a beautiful Old
Testament image.  Do you realize our sacrificial
love is a savor to God?” 

We must also not only walk in self-giving
sacrifice, but also in purity.  “Pornography has
become a plague in our society. It’s the plague
that the devil uses to steal from us that image of
Christ in us.  There’s so much in the scripture in
both Old and New Testament that deals with
sexual purity and sexual union as a model of
how Israel related to God and the church relates
to Christ. In Ephesians 5 Paul keeps coming
back and forth between a man’s love for his
wife and Christ’s love for His church. And you
can’t tell which one Paul’s talking about and
that’s the whole point.  One of the reasons
Satan attacks so much in this area…is because
the image of Christ and the Church is bound up
in it.”

We must also put off greed. That also is an
inner issue of the heart, Hemphill said.

“…Both immorality and greed express the
same weakness of our fallen nature with the
desire to satisfy the appetite with what does not
rightly belong to us.”

The tongue must be controlled for purity’s
sake. 

“...no filthiness, course jesting, but giving
thanks. The sins of the tongue are sins of the
heart.  There are three indicators of our charac-
ter – what we say in secret, what makes us
laugh and what makes us weep.” 

We must walk in the light, Hemphill
emphasized.  “Darkness is unfruitful,” he said.
“Light begins the process of photosynthesis.” 

“Walking together in love, and walking with
Christ also requires redeeming the time,”
Hemphill said. Many people, in light of Sept.
11, ask him if this is the beginning of the end of
the world.  “I say it’s closer today than yester-
day, ” Hemphill answers.

Walking together in the name of Jesus

Making missions a lifestyle

For committee reports, go to www.bcmd.org

Kenneth Hemphill

Ellen Udovuch
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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

HAGERSTOWN, Md.
–– We are standing at
the threshold of a defin-
ing moment in history.
That’s what BCM/D
Executive Director David

Lee told messengers and visitors, with unshak-
able conviction and passion, at the BCM/D
annual meeting.

We face many challenges. Lee said there are
about six million plus persons living in the very
diverse BCM/D area.  At least four and a half
million do not have a personal saving relation-
ship with Jesus.  The Great Commission makes
us responsible to get the Gospel to those and
others around the world. 

“And then you factor in 9/11/01.  We start-
ed the morning very routinely but by the end of
the day you and I found ourselves on the front
lines of a new kind of war.

“The challenges are indeed daunting, but
we’ll miss something very important if that’s all
we see.  For above the toxic smoke of 9/11/01

is a golden opportunity unparalleled in our life-
time…never before have you and I had such an
opportunity to give a witness for Jesus Christ as
we do right now.”  

“What will it take for Maryland/Delaware
Baptists to face the challenge and seize this
defining moment for Christ?  I do know one
thing.  It is too big. We cannot do this kind of
kingdom work using our regular tools and
doing business as usual.  In fact, we have to
somehow figure out a way to bring out the
power tools.”
��The power of the Gospel - “If someone were
to share the Gospel tonight with Osama Bin
Laden, and he was to right now repent of his
sin, open his heart to Jesus Christ and invite
Jesus in as Savior and Lord, God would save
him on the spot and change his life. True or
false?  We know it’s true…we have proof that
God can change a terrorist’s heart and make
him a missionary.  Remember Saul of Tarsus?
The gospel is spiritual dynamite.”
��The power of love -  “When you attach the
Gospel to love, you have a powerful formula
that can break down…tear down any wall that
human beings try to build.”

��The power of faith – “We are living with a
whole lot less than we could as Maryland/
Delaware Baptists because we haven’t had the
faith and we haven’t had the vision to see what
God wanted to do.” 
��The power of one – One in Christ and one
with each other. 

“When we left the convention last year I
knew there was some unfinished business to be
done.  We had some issues.  There were some
deep concerns, and to be honest, there was
some deep division among us.”

In response, Lee invited 25 leaders from
across the convention to spend 24 hours at
Skycroft, the group found that they agreed on
more than they disagreed on.  When they began
sharing what Christ was doing in their lives
they began sharing their hearts, dreams and
hurts. 

“Folks, I saw God move on that mountain.”
The result was a paper of agreement called the
“Skycroft Accord.”  Lee said while there are still
differences, there is now a unity of spirit to
work them out.

At such a time as this, Lee said, God didn’t
call Charles Spurgeon, he didn’t call Annie
Armstrong, and he didn’t call Moses or Joshua
for this time – he called us. 

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

HAGERSTOWN, Md. ––“Meeting the
Master’s Standards” was the theme of this
year’s pastors’ conference, held on the morning
of Nov. 12 prior to the official kick-off of the
Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware
annual meeting.

Meeting the Master’s standards in the heart
Jacqueline Anderson, wife of Robert

Anderson, pastor of Colonial
Church, Randallstown, set
the tone for the morning
when she sang “Lord Take
Control of Me.”

Robert Anderson then
spoke on the theme of
“Meeting the Master’s stan-
dards in the heart.”

“It’s tough to be a man of
God,” Anderson said.  “If he fails to please
everybody, he’s hurting the church.  If he does
please everybody, he has no convictions.  If he
drives an old car, he shames the congregation. If
he drives a new car, he’s shunning his affections
on things of the earth...” 

“But it’s not people we have to please, it’s
God Almighty.  He’s the one that we want to
hear say, well done my good and faithful ser-
vant.” Anderson cautioned against selfish ambi-
tion. “God loves us to achieve great things – but
for His glory,” Anderson said. 

Meeting the Master’s standards in the home
Kenneth Hemphill, president of South-

western Baptist Theological Seminary, contin-
ued the theme with “Meeting the Master’s
standards in the home.”

Hemphill said the turning point of his min-
istry came when he was feeling very ”impor-
tant” and was working in his office.  He had
informed his administrative assistant to hold
his calls; after all he was a busy man.  But the
assistant put through a call, telling Hemphill
that the woman on the phone was distraught
and that she really thought he needed to talk to
her. Hemphill grumpily took the call, only to
find out it was his wife.  She told him there was
a family in trouble in the church and she just
didn’t know if they would make it.  Hemphill
asked who it was, and she told him it was his
family. 

He told how to be a one-woman man – prac-
tice what you preach, live with an empty con-
scious, have a daily sharing time, and love your
wife in her love language (referring to Gary
Chapman’s book “The Five Love Languages,”)
model conflict resolution, deal constructively
with your own emotions, pray together, and
have fun together. 

Fathers, he said must be submissive to the
Lordship of Christ, to model that to their chil-
dren. 

Hemphill emotionally talked of his own
father. “He invested in my life and in my eyes
he stands as a giant…”

When pastors’ children are lost, Hemphill
said it’s usually because the father isn’t living at
home what he is preaching in the pulpit.

Remember the sons of Eli and the judgment to
the father,” Hemphill said.

Meeting the Master’s standards in the pulpit
Albert Mohler, Jr. president of Southern

Baptist Theological Seminary talked about
“Meeting the Master’s standards in the pul-
pit.”

“These are strategic days to
be a pastor,” Mohler said.
“Pastors are on the front lines
of spiritual warfare.”

“There’s an invisible con-
spiracy to keep leaders from
leading and keep pastors from
preaching.” “Preaching,”
Mohler said, “is the central
task of a pastor. Too often, pastors are so tied
up with meetings and administrative needs that
they aren’t able to keep up with their main
task.”

“Delegate other responsibilities,” Mohler
said. “Don’t buy into the ‘pastor as chief execu-
tive officer’ theory.”

“Preach the word until you’re laid down.
Preach the word when it works.  Preach the
word when it doesn’t.  Preach the word and
leave the rest to the Holy Spirit.”

Jack Newton, Gunpowder Church, was
elected president of the 2002 pastor’s confer-
ence.  Newton replaces outgoing president
Steve Johnson, pastor of Mars Hill Church.
Mike Miller, First Church, Easton, was elected
first vice-president. 
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By Jane Lippy
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

HAGERSTOWN, Md. ––  “It was the joy of the
Lord that kept me strong, so I could minister to my
mother. We had an incredible relationship,” Wanda
Lee, executive director, Woman’s
Missionary Union, SBC; and a
pastor’s wife, told the 60 ladies
attending the Ministers’ Wives
Appreciation Brunch, Nov. 12,
prior to the annual meeting of
the Baptist Convention of
Maryland/Delaware. The minis-
ters’ wives meet throughout
the year for fellowship and support.

Sherry Lee, coordinator, welcomed the group
and introduced Wanda Lee and Catherine Hall,
soloist.   Wanda Lee explained she cared for her
mother during the five years she battled a brain
tumor, dying when Wanda was 17.  

“You have a gift of ministry. Have you thought
about being a nurse?” her pastor asked.  This
prompted her to work and save.  Still there
weren’t enough funds for school. Then, a women’s
service club offered to pay her way to the Ida V.
Moffett School of Nursing in Birming-
ham, Ala.  Although a lifelong Baptist, it was here
she first met a missionary, a nurse serving in Gaza.

“God has given you a great gift to give back
to other people and back to God,” the missionary

challenged. Wanda promised the Lord, “What-
ever You want, I will do.” 

About this time, she met Larry Lee, a semi-
nary student taking care of his ill dad. They had
much in common and were married. At their
first pastorate, “Older women invited me to their
prayer group,” she recalled.

Using the Prayer Calendar — uplifting mis-
sionaries on their birthdays — she learned what
a difference one can make in the world. Larry
felt burdened that in the long history of the
church, they’d not sent out one missionary. In
answer to their own prayer, God called Larry
and Wanda to one of the poorest islands in the
Caribbean.  Returning, due to their daughter’s
health, they accepted the Lord’s beckoning to
one of the wealthiest churches in Georgia.
Wanda felt, “I had nothing to give. But, the chal-
lenge of new things is how the Lord uses us.”

The people there ‘grandparented’ Allison and
Matthew, their children.

In church life, she learned, “how we handle

disagreements becomes the testimony of our
faith.” She pointed to Nehemiah a “great exam-
ple for ministry wives who have difficult tasks.”
From the prophet, we learn that we must be
women of prayer, constantly aware of God’s
presence.

•Be persistent in meeting obstacles.
•Be a person of your word.
•Nurture your own spiritual life through 

prayer and worship.
•Love the people. 
Catherine Hall, soloist, inspired the women

with “Praise the Lord,” “Lord, I Believe in You,”
and “My Source of Hope and
Joy is Christ.”  The wife of Will
Hall, VP of Convention News
for the SBC executive staff,
Nashville, Tenn., former mem-
ber of Faith Church, Glen
Burnie, and mother of three, she
draws her strength from Psalm
121. Her passion is singing of
the Lord’s majesty and love.

Sherry Lee thanked Pam Eubanks, First Church,
Frederick, for creating the festive flower-filled
pumpkin centerpieces and other  room decorations
and Iris White, BaptistLIFE associate editor, for
designing the logo for the gift bags. 

“We care about you and your family. Every
work has its challenges, but ministry wives’
work has the purpose and presence of the
Father,” Lee encouraged.   

By Jane Lippy
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

HAGERSTOWN, Md. –– Directors of
Missions and their wives or missions co-work-
ers focused messengers’ attention on God’s
Word with Paul’s admonition to “walk in love
as Christ also hath loved us” and directed
hearts to the heavenly father during the scrip-
ture and prayer times preceding each session of
the Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware
annual meeting.

On Monday afternoon, Bruce Revel, DOM,
Eastern Association, read Ephesians 4:17-5:2.
“God inspired Paul to write this to the
Ephesians,” concerning the believer’s walk —
one of love — putting off the old nature and
putting on the new, being kind and forgiving
toward one another. 

Lynn Davis, Baptist Student Minister,
Salisbury, asked God’s blessing on the meeting,
thanking Him for His love and the opportunity
of sharing His work together. 

Continuing the walking in love theme,
Frances Draper read Ephesians 5:1-7 on
Monday evening.  “Be followers of God as His
children. Have no part in uncleanness or cov-

etousness, rather give thanks.”  John Draper,
DOM, Baltimore Association, praised, “May
people see Your character in us in Hagerstown.
Bless the speakers, program, and state staff.”

On Tuesday morning, Freda Logsdon quot-
ed Ephesians 5:8-14, in which Paul admonishes,
“Live in God’s Light.” Coming before the
throne of grace, Richard Logsdon, DOM,
Potomac Association, thanked God for the
“wonderful time we’ve had in You in the Word,
fellowship, friendship, oneness in Christ, and
common service. As we go back to our church-
es, may we be the light, song, and bridge others
come across for Christ.”

Debbie Sheffield asked the congregation to
stand as she opened the Word to Ephesians
5:15-21 on Tuesday afternoon. The passage
encourages the believer to “walk in wisdom.”
Dan Sheffield, DOM, Susquehanna Association,
invoked, “Thank you, Lord, for the honor and
privilege to be part of the kingdom.”

Directors of Missions, David Burt, Blue
Ridge; Ron Blankenship, Montgomery; and Ken
Heath, Western, presented highlights of their
associations’ ministries.  

Founded in 1954 with six churches, Blue
Ridge now numbers 25 churches in Frederick
and Washington Counties of Maryland and in
West Virginia. Although 2,500 attend worship
as compared to 1,500 four years ago, “70 per-
cent of the 6,000 new people coming to the area
are lost,” said Burt.  They now have a grandpar-
ent church. Burt introduced church planters and
parent pastors, who described progress in new
church starts at North Star, Covenant, and
Summit Trace. 

Larry Eubanks, pastor of First Church,
Frederick, added “It spurred our (church’s)
growth on. If you want to grow a church, start a
church.”

In the midst of a “high-tech area of the
world,” Blankenship challenged, “Plant more
seeds.” He believes the 900,000 people in
Montgomery County are “winnable to Christ.”
Citing Galatians 6:9, John 3:8, and Revelation
3:8, “If you’re willing, God will use you. Don’t
give up, even Moses was a basket case.”
Montgomery Association is involved in church
planting among 162 different ethnic groups. 

Ken Heath, acting as a TV news reporter,
interviewed people from
Western Association. He
involved the audience
in asking the questions
of “What is it you do?”
and “Why do you do
it?” Those interviewed
reported ministering by
giving away JESUS
films, holding college
block parties, doing
parish nursing, prison
ministry, youth camps,
women-to-women
empowerment, baby comfort stations at fairs,
amphitheater worship at Deep Creek Lake,
youth basketball, Autumn Glory Festival out-
reach, and missions trips. The answer to the last
question is “so people can be introduced to
Jesus, learn how He died for their sins, and by
trusting Him for salvation, their lives can be
changed here and for eternity.”
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by Rhonda Owen-Smith 
BaptistLIFE correspondent

HAGERSTOWN, Md. ––Ron Larson, pastor of
Covenant Church, Shepherdstown, W.Va.,  set the
tone for love, change, and direction. During his
sermon at the Sunday evening pre-convention
service on Nov. 11, not only did he advocate that
we walk the walk, but also talk the talk. “The
Bible tells us that we are overcomers,” Larson

said. We are those people who are walking in the
victory of Christ. We are the triumphant ones. But
sometimes we forget who we are and yield to the
world. We are told throughout the Bible what to
do and what God has said He will do, but again
we forget and let things hinder our progress and
joy. If we can sit together at a football game on
Saturday and cheer, why can’t we come together
on Sunday at church? What happens to our joy
from Saturday to Sunday? We sit in church and
act as if we have nothing to be joyous about. We
get sidetracked and let the negatives overpower
the word of God. As followers of God, there is no
place for things of the world to take over our faith
and word. 

“We have to remember we have the word of
God on our side and with that our God does not
say never. In Ephesians, He tells us to walk in
love—meaning everybody. We have to follow the
word whether or not it is politically correct. And,
we can’t be quitters. If it gets too difficult or if
there is too much opposition we tend to quit or
change direction. Jesus never quit and God has
not failed us even when we are unworthy.”

Larson reminded the group how after four
years of doubt, with faith and leadership the Red
Sea parted so God’s people could walk together
across to the land He had promised. After cross-
ing the sea, the people walked around Jericho
together as he told them. Being obedient, they
walked and remained quiet for six days—until the
walls of Jericho came down. 

We too can break down walls and barriers.
When we walk together, we can do great things.
Just read the Bible!

By Jane Lippy
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

HAGERSTOWN, Md. ––When Jonathan Lee
preaches, he doesn’t use a pulpit.  What’s more,
when he stood before the congregation bringing
the annual sermon, it was evident  —  to borrow
and alter a phrase from
Aquilla Smith — “It’s
not your papa’s preach-
ing.”        

But, Jonathan pos-
sesses the inspiring,
authoratative manner of
his father, David Lee,
executive director,
BCM/D.

In introducing his son,
David Lee explained,
“Not many know him
like I do. He’s a man of
God on the outside and inside.  He preaches the
Word with boldness and is a Godly father and hus-
band.”  

Three years ago, Jonathan, his wife, and anoth-
er couple started Crossroads Church in Odenton.
It now numbers 200 members.  They’re reaching
people in their twenties and thirties.  “He’s doing
it differently than his dad did it. It’s a high-expec-
tation church. The greatest joy of my ministry is to
know that when I get up on Sunday morning,
Jonathan is standing before his congregation,”
David Lee added.

Jonathan’s message began, “Moses just kept
yapping.  Eventually, it happened.  Pharaoh let
the people go. Then a crisis happened right away.
Pharaoh changed his mind.  Here the people are
sitting in the middle of nowhere with no place to
go. Moses said, ‘You know our God.’  The people
saw an incredible sight — the Red Sea with water
on both sides. Then the water was used as a force

against the enemy.  Later, God sent quails, fire,
and clouds.

“In Numbers 13:1-2, Moses sent 12 men to
Canaan. The land was incredible, but it was occu-
pied. ‘There’s no way,’ said ten. Caleb tried
to encourage saying, ‘We can conquer.’ The others
said, ‘We look like grasshoppers. Have you seen
Wrestlemania? You’ll be the guy on the mat.’

“For three or four years, I’ve been engaged in
this culture, trying to figure what makes it tick.
It’s evil post-modernism that’s attacking
Christianity. Yet, every culture has a counter cul-
ture to Christianity. It makes us fear the culture
we’re a part of.” 

But, people of God, we can take the land if...
�� We risk everything for the mission. About 85-
90 percent of kids are not to be found because
somewhere we lost the mission. New church
starts are thriving because they sold out for mis-
sions to see the kingdom expanded. Postmodern-
ism is the greatest opportunity we’ve had in our
lifetime.
�� We have a unified front. On Sept. 11, our con-
gressmen locked arms to sing ‘God Bless America.’
If we are to proceed as MD/DE Baptists, we have
to be unified. Has there ever been an annual meet-
ing with zero business and an extra hour to pray?
�� We engage our culture with faith, hope, love
and they find evidence in the community we call
church.  It must be a place of acceptance for every-
one. Let people be people. It’s not my role to save,
but to love and be a friend.   

“Everything Jesus did was about missions —
making disciples. It’s simple, but messy. We have
to get dirty, but it’s worth it. Our generation does-
n’t know what it’s like to have mom and dad or
grandmother and grandfather.”  Lee described los-
ing his daughter in a mall. An older man took her
to a safe place where she could wait for Daddy
because “time was short.  When you take the land,
time is short!” he challenged.
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Not your papa’s

preaching!
Did you know...

� John Gauger, chairman, Baptist Foundation,
presented a check for $150,000 to BCM/D.

� Rick Hancock, BCM/D consultant/ specialist
for partnership missions, reported that 16
Mississippi associations participated with all
11 BCM/D associations.

� BCM/D has missions partnerships with
Canada and Mexico and has adopted a Saudi
Arabian unreached people group to uplift in
prayer.

� Dan Sheffield reported that, so far, over 100
volunteers from BCM/D churches have partici-
pated in mission trips to Puebla, Mexico.

� Aquilla Smith, executive director, WMU of
M/D, reported "God is doing things beyond
belief in WMU.” Several sites for Christian
Women's Job Corps have been located.  

� MissionsFEST is coming to Baltimore, Sept.
15-21, 2002. 

� Bob Simpson, BCM/D’s director of commu-
nications  and editor of BaptistLIFE, said that
the newsjournal’s circulation is over 20,000.
Churches may use the back page for $12 a
month.

� David Jackson, BCM/D’s consultant/special-
ist for church planting, predicts 90 new church
starts in the next 5 years.

� Larry Nelson, Skycroft manager, informed
that Skycroft now has 6 wells and a 158,000 gal-
lon water tank.  Kamp Kaylor has been reno-
vated and re-opened.

� BCM/D has 17 new missions/church plants
and 77 new ministers/staff. 

� David Lee introduced new staff members in
2001, Rick Hancock, Randy Millwood, David
Jackson and Thom Thornton. Mel Pride will be
coming on board soon.

� BCM/D Staff Retiring:
Dee Solomon, 14 years
Jeannette Noss, 25 years
Jean Lipham, 12 years 
Ron Brown, 22 years (will continue part-time)

� $87,000 was channeled through BCM/D  to
assist victims of the 9-11-01 disaster.

Jonathan Lee

“Walk the talk!”

BLBL
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Coming Events
March 8-9, 2002
Royal Ambassador Congress for 
RAs and Leadership

March 13, 2002
African American Pastors Conference

For more information, 
call 800-466-5290 x266



In the lives
of our chil-
dren this

month it is all
but impossi-
ble to avoid
the topic of
Harry Potter.
The movie,
based on the
first of a long
sequence of
books about
the fictional

wizard, opened in theatres, breaking
all previous box-office records.
Baptist Family & Children’s Services
would like to offer concerned par-
ents a guide to helping their chil-
dren confront and understand the
Harry Potter phenomenon in a
faith-filled, Christian context.  Heidi
Hudler Taylor, our service delivery
manager, has written the following
guide:

Harry Potter’s hocus pocus:

How to keep our kids from

becoming spellbound

By Heidi Hudler Taylor, LCSW-C
Service Delivery Manager 
BF&CS

What’s a Christian to do with
Harry Potter?  Better yet, what are
Christian parents to do after their
children have seen the movie
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s
Stone? Recently, these seem to
have become burning questions in
most, if not all, Christian homes
and communities.  Author Connie
Neal tackles this question directly
in her book of the same name:
What’s a Christian To Do With
Harry Potter? Fantasy or reality?
Sorcery or abstract role-playing?
Although the answers are as
diverse as the people who possess
them (no pun intended), this
bespectacled pop culture icon
demands a response – clearly, we
have to say something to our kids. 

After grossing over $90 million
during the first weekend it was
released, there is no question that
Harry Potter was a huge hit for
moviegoers of all ages.  Let’s face it.
Most of today’s kids are going to see
this movie, if they haven’t done so
already.  I watched the film on open-
ing day and was amazed to see how

many children
were there on
school field
trips.  Although
the subject of
sorcery and
wizardry is a

“hairy” topic in the
Christian community, it
certainly positions us to
have applicable conver-

sations with our children about good
and evil.  And whether we embrace
or decry Harry Potter, as Christians,
we can definitely use this subject
both as a bridge to connect with our
non-Christian friends and acquain-
tances and as a source from which
we can draw Biblical parallels.  

Biblical parallels from Harry
Potter, you ask?  Consider
Voldemort, the wizard who went
bad.  He is a fallen angel, of sorts,
who casts a deadly curse on the
wizard world.  Harry becomes
famous because he is the only boy
who survives a confrontation with
Voldemort.  He does so when his
own mother takes the curse upon
herself and perishes in order to
save Harry.  Through the sacrifice
of his mother’s love for Harry – so
great that she would die for him –
Harry is forever protected from
Voldemort’s deadly magic.  What a
powerful testimony it could be if
we make the connection between
Harry’s fantasy world and the real-
ity of Christ’s sacrifice for us on the
cross!  The challenge for us, as
Christians, is to be able to be in the
world but not of the world – to
handle the controversial issue of
Harry Potter from a solid founda-
tion of biblical truth.  

Another obvious theme high-
lighted in the movie is that Harry
finds his sense of belonging among
the other wizards and sorcerers at
the Hogwarts School.  On one
hand, why wouldn’t he?  For 11
years he lived like a modern-day
Cinderella in a closet of his aunt
and uncle’s home.  As a student at
Hogwarts, Harry realizes that he is
famous, even legendary, for having
survived the fatal curse of
Voldemort.  Suddenly, he is a signif-
icant person, valuable as a human
being.  I’m
sure we can all
think of indi-
viduals who
struggle with
low self-
esteem and
who are
searching for
meaning in
their lives.  As
we are all too
aware,  some
fall into gangs,
drugs, even
the occult to
“find them-
selves.”   As
Christians, we
have the
opportunity
(and the
responsibility)

to steer young people, such as the
fictitious Harry, toward a relation-
ship with Christ – the ultimate ful-
fillment of one’s search for meaning
in life.

If you would like more insight
into the Harry Potter phenomenon,
the following websites should be
valuable resources:

•www.family.org (Focus on the 
Family)

•www.familylife.com(Family 
Life Today)

FAMILYFAMILY life Here are a few suggestions

on talking to children about

Harry Potter:
•  Before allowing children to read
or view Harry Potter, we strongly
suggest that parents preview the
material for themselves.  
•  On viewing the film, proceed
with caution.  Some scenes are
intense and scary, especially for
younger viewers.  I observed that
some children under the age of 10
seemed genuinely frightened by a
few of the movie’s more intense
scenes.  This is not your typical
children’s movie.
•  Whether or not you allow your
children to see this film, remember
to be sensitive to the fact that chil-
dren may be dealing with peer
pressure to fit into pop culture
through the subject of Harry
Potter. Have proactive talks with
your kids about how to deal with
such peer pressure while main-
taining their values.
• This film/book may stir up a
child’s curiosity about sorcery and
wizardry, etc.  Although Harry
Potter is fictional, we can use this
curiosity as a way to talk to chil-
dren about the reality of evil in the
world and how to avoid it.  
• As parents, you are the best
judges of what your particular
child is able to handle and you
should act accordingly.  For exam-
ple, if your child’s imagination is
so active that he/she has difficulty
distinguishing reality from fantasy,
you should probably avoid Harry
Potter.  If you discern that your
child is mature enough to handle a
discussion about the dangers of
the occult and how to avoid them,
then proceed as such.  

Reprinted in BaptistLIFE with special permission of Bil Keane

THE FAMILY CIRCUS® by Bil Keane
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Robert H. Gerstmyer

Executive Director
Baptist Family &

Children’s Services

Baptist Family & Children’s Services
7175 Columbia Gateway Dr., Ste. F, Columbia, Md.  21046-2537

Phone: 410-799-9404  � 800-621-8834  � Fax: 410-872-1047 
E-mail: baptistfamily@baptistfamily.org

www.baptistfamily.org

UPCOMING EVENTS AT

BF&CS:

McCormick 

Professional Training:

“Working with Kids with

ADD/ADHD” Friday, Jan.

18th, 12:30 pm to 4:30 pm.

$60 (3 CEUs)

“Parenting Power: Skills

and Curriculum for Parent

Educators”Thursday, Jan.

31, 9 am to 5 pm and

Friday, Feb. 1, 9 am to 12:30

pm. $156 (9.75 CEUs)

“Integrating Spirituality

Into Family Treatment”

Friday, Feb. 15th, 9am to 5

pm. $110 (6.5 CEUs)

CHOSEN:

Prospective Foster Parent

Orientation, Jan. 8



ne Christmas, Seamore
Seahorse was sad.

"Why are you so
sad?" Lenny Lobster asked as he sat
down next to Seamore.

"I'm trying to find a Christmas
that lasts," Seamore answered. 

"Have you decorated your tree?"
Lenny asked.

Seamore shook his head.
So they strung colorful lights on

a tree and hung ornaments from its
branches.

"That's great!" Lenny exclaimed.
Seamore agreed, but after Lenny

left, he was still sad. He knew the
tree eventually would be taken down,
and the decorations would be stored
in a box in the attic again. 

"Christmas should be more than
a day," he thought. "Christmas
should last."

The next morning, Seamore saw
Sunny Starfish walking with her dad
to a parade.

"Want to come with us?" Sunny
invited.

"Sure," said Seamore. "I'm try-
ing to find a Christmas that lasts."

"Well, it just isn't Christmas
without a parade," Sunny smiled.

Seamore had a great time at the
parade. There were marching bands
and floats with happy, waving Cove
Kids.

But after the parade, Seamore
was still sad. He knew the bands
went home and the floats would be
parked until next year. 

"Christmas should be more than
a day," he thought. "Christmas
should last."

That afternoon, Crusty Crab
came over to toss a football.

"All of our family is coming to
our house tonight for a party," said
Crusty. "My mom has been cooking
all day, and I had to clean my room
and vacuum the den. I got away
before she could think of anything
else for me to do," he laughed.

"I'm trying to find a Christmas
that lasts," Seamore said, "and a
party sounds like fun."

"Why don't you come?" Crusty
invited. 

At the party, there was roasted
turkey and dressing, mashed pota-
toes and gravy, corn on the cob, and
a chocolate cake. Crusty's mom
played the piano, and everyone sang. 

But when the party ended,
Seamore was still sad. The guests
left. The house was a mess, and the
dishes had to be washed. 

"Christmas should be more than
a day," he thought. "Christmas
should last."

The next morning, Seamore went
shopping for Christmas presents
with Syd Squid. He picked out a doll
for his sister, Sandy. He had it
wrapped in shiny, red paper with

green rocking horses on
it. He felt happy.

But after Sandy
played with the doll for a
while, she opened more
gifts and began playing
with other toys. Seamore
was sad again.   

"Christmas should be
more than a day," he
thought.   

"Christmas should
last."

That night, Seamore
swam out to where the
sea enters Sand Dollar
Cove. Every year, a
cruise ship sailed by at
Christmas and he
thought, "They always
have a big celebration on
the ship. Maybe I'll find
Christmas that lasts
there."

As Seamore swam
alongside the ship, he
saw a festive party and heard a
band playing "Jingle Bells." A giant
Christmas tree stood on deck.
Wreaths with shiny, silver bells hung
in the ballroom. Red ribbons were
tied on the stairway bannisters.

Seamore then saw a boy playing
with a small, wooden top that his
dad had made. The father sat next
to the boy, patiently trying to teach
him how to spin the top. Each time
the boy tried, the top would wobble
and fall.

They were not at the party, but
instead sat in the shadows out on
the deck, where they could hear the
music. After a few minutes, the
boy's mother rose from a deck
chair, kissed the boy's forehead,
and said, "It's time for bed, dear." 

The boy picked up the top,
hugged it tightly in his arms. Even
though the top was made of wood,
the boy hugged it like it was made
of pure gold.  Then he reached for
his dad's hand, and the two walked

away holding hands. 
There was something about

watching the father and son that
made Seamore feel happy. 

At that moment, the bell on top
of Surfside Church began to ring. It
was time for the Christmas Eve
service. "I'd better hurry," Seamore
thought.

When he arrived, the choir was
singing "Silent Night." As he sat
down, Seamore looked at the manger
scene with Mary, Joseph and baby
Jesus.  Pastor Porpoise began read-
ing from Luke 2 about Jesus' birth. 

Suddenly, Seamore realized that
he was no longer sad. "I've found
Christmas!" he rejoiced. 

"Christmas is about a father's
love -- God's love. That's why Jesus
came," he thought. "Christmas is
more than a day. Christmas lasts -
forever."

(c) Copyright 2000  
Todd & Michelle Deaton
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What were some of the pl
aces 

that Seamore Seahorse loo
ked 

for a Chris
tmas that las

ts?

Where did he
 find a Chr

istmas 

that lasts?

What are som
e of your f

avorite  

Christmas activitie
s? Where do 

you find a 
Christmas that las

ts?

Treasure Hunt

Help Seamore find a 
Christmas that lasts!

Put an X over:
• Gift

• Christmas tree
• Band drummer
• Turkey dinner
• Cruise ship 

Circle: Mary, Joseph and Baby Jesus

O

A Christmas 
that lasts



❑  I/We want to make a gift/pledge of: ❑ $10,000 ❑ $5,000          ❑ $1,000           ❑ $500          ❑ Other
❑ One-time            ❑ Annually for 3 years           ❑ Annually for 4 years            ❑ Annually for 5 years
My Total Pledge is: __________________________________________________________________________________
❑  My check is enclosed and made payable to Legacy of Faith BCM/D
❑  Please send me a free Legacy of Faith video to share with family and friends
❑  Please contact me concerning:   
❑  a gift of stock/securities   ❑  a gift of land/buildings   ❑  ways to include the Legacy of Faith in my estate plan

   PLANT   PLANT life

By David Jackson
Contributing Writer

Have you ever asked yourself that question?
To be honest, the first time I was asked that
question, I laughed.  Me, a church planter?  I
couldn’t even conceive of the possibility!   But
the question continued to present itself, and
over the course of time, God began to show me
that, not only was it His plan for me to plant
churches, but that He had remarkably prepared
me for the journey. 

Perhaps you’ve been asking yourself that
same question.  If so, the following observations
may help you in evaluating your response. 

A Calling. Church planters are sure of their
calling.  It is a calling from God that cannot be
neglected or ignored.  Usually, it’s very specific,
to a place or a people group, or at least to the
work of church planting (not just ministry, in
general).  

This is critical, because there will be days
when the only thing that may keep you “on the
field” is the absolute assurance that God called
you to this type of ministry.

Giftedness. Church planters show leader-
ship gifts.  Aubrey Malphurs, in his book
Planting Growing Churches for the 21st Century,
suggests that the gifts of leadership, faith, evan-

gelism and preach-
ing are the most necessary for a church planter
(though not exclusive).  If the planter is working
cross-culturally, the gift of apostleship would be
expected, as well.  These gifts may be found, not
just in a lone church planter, but (in a growing
number of situations) within the makeup of a
full church planting team, or core group of
leaders, who surround the lead planter.

Passion. Church planters are passionate
about church planting and about pre-Christian
people.  They are excited about the opportunity
of creating new ways to reach new people.
They perceive church planting as different from
pastoring (and it really is!) and they recognize
the need to share the Gospel with pre-Christian
people on their own turf.

Ministry Preference. Church planters are
catalytic, or entrepreneurial, in nature.  They
tend to create things, including ministry oppor-
tunities, from scratch, or at least to adapt “seed
ideas” from others and use them in ways that
will bring about a new congregation.  They do
not have “manager mentality,” and usually are
not highly motivated by maintenance or admin-
istrative details.

Behavioral Experience.  Church planters
have had experiences in all areas of their past
which suggest that they are self-motivated.  In 

addition, they are people of vision, and are able
to cast that vision to others in ways that will
enable them to grasp it.  They also empower
others to take ownership of the new church’s
ministry.  They feel comfortable around
unchurched people.  Perhaps most importantly,
if the planter is married, both husband and wife
are convinced of the fact that church planting is
in God’s plans for their future and are supportive
of one another.   

There, you have it. I’ve mentioned nothing
about education and very little about “church”
experience, and that’s not by accident.  While
these things may be assets, experts have not
found them necessary for the ministry of church
planting.

If you are interested in pursuing an answer
to the question, “Me, a Church Planter?,” then
I’d encourage you to plan on attending the first
“Discovery Day Workshop”  for potential
church planters here at the Baptist Center on
Saturday, March 9.    There is no obligation and
no fee for attending; simply call my office to
register.  I’m convinced you’ll be glad you did.

David Jackson is BCM/D’s consultant/specialist for
church planting.  He can be reached at (800) 466-
5290, ext. 225, or by email at djackson@bcmd.org.

“Me, a church planter?”

Christmas is a joyous time when families get together to celebrate the birth of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ...

Don’t you want Heaven to be like Christmas?

Join us in reaching our families for Christ by giving a generous donation or making
a pledge to plant 200 new churches by 2010.

✄ Cut and return to the Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware, 10255 Old Columbia Road, Columbia MD 21046 
Find out more information about the Legacy of Faith campaign online at http://www.legacyoffaith.org

Name(s): ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________________________   State: _________  Zip Code: _____________
Day Phone: _______________________________________  Evening Phone: __________________________________
E-mail: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Bruce Hopler, church planter and pastor at Cornerstone Community
Church in Columbia, Md., was named the 2001 recipient of the
“CHURCH PLANTER OF THE YEAR” award from the Baptist
Convention of MD/DE.  Hopler was selected by his peers, who noted
not only his own work in planting Cornerstone, but in giving of him-
self to assist them in the work of planting their churches, too. Hopler
received the award at the first annual Church Planters Banquet, held
on Nov. 26. Congratulation, Bruce!
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Evangelism Conference 2002
Clarion Resort Fountainbleau Hotel (formerly the Sheraton)

Ocean City, Maryland
April 21-23, 2002

Men’s Ministries Awareness Week
January 27-February 3, 2002



By Lindy Beam
Guest Writer

Ihave to admit that I’ve spent
more time wrestling over Harry
Potter in the past months than

over any other subject. Much of my
soul-searching has been to discover
how any two people could read my
previous reviews of the Harry Potter
phenomenon and react with such
diametrically opposed responses as
the two above (both of which I actu-
ally received). One believed fervent-
ly that I had condoned and even
endorsed the series of books; the
other that I had employed a 10-
pound sledgehammer and bashed it
to bits. It is these kinds of strong
reactions that have prompted a new,
elongated study of Harry Potter and
how four small books have shaken
up the world. Simply put, the goal
of all of this is to grow kids who are
wise, thoughtful, culturally literate,
pure, God-fearing and who can
make a positive impact on their
world. That said, enter Harry’s
world with me.

Harmless Magic or Evil
Personified?

The Harry Potter books highlight
the adventures of a likable young
wizard who is orphaned in infancy,
raised by his non-magical relatives,
and later informed of his magical
abilities and invited to study at
Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and
Wizardry. Harry Potter is a standard
tale of good vs. evil, and good
always wins in the end. Harry, the
hero, often triumphs because of his
upright character and pure motives.
Unconditional love and courage are
held as ideals of great importance.
By following Harry and his best
friend Ron, the reader gets a glimpse
of true loyalty and friendship, as
well as self-sacrifice. On the other
hand, witches, wizards, and other
magical characters play the lead
roles. Harry and his friends practice
spells and create potions. And face-
offs with the Dark side are pre-
dictably intense. 

From every indication given in
both her books and in her inter-
views, author J.K. “Jo” Rowling has
no intention of drawing children
into the occult. Of the magic and

wizardry in
her stories,
she says, “My
wizarding
world is a
world of the
imagination. I

think it’s a moral world.” She even
goes on to say, “I don’t believe in the
kind of magic that appears in my
books.” She creates a world where
magic is portrayed creatively and
yet strangely stereotypically.   

Children who read about Harry
will probably discover little about
the true world of the occult. That’s
why some Christian leaders and
Christian publications find these
books to be more fantastical than
threatening. Christian author Chuck
Colson describes Rowling’s magic as
“purely mechanical, as opposed to
occultic,” explaining that, “Harry
and his friends cast spells, read crys-
tal balls, and turn themselves into
animals—but they
don’t make contact
with a supernatural
world.” 

There are strong
arguments both for
liking and disliking
Harry Potter. Some
Christian parents
see the themes of
love, courage and
character and decide
that the magic in
Harry Potter is
“purely fantasy.”
“At least it has kids
reading instead of watching TV!”
they exclaim. But others see the
witches and wizards and insist, “It’s
evil! It’s from the Devil! Avoid at all
costs!” So what is the truth about
Harry? 

For those inclined to accept
Harry with open arms, let me plant
three concerns in your minds.

The Occult: More accurate than
calling these books an invitation to
the occult, the danger of Rowling’s
books is the fact that, though witch-
es and wizards aren’t portrayed real-
istically, they (at least the “good”
ones) are portrayed positively. For
this reason, what some Christian
critics said would happen—desensi-
tization to witchcraft—is already
happening. In an abcNEWS.com
interview, practicing Wiccan (witch)
Phyllis Curott says, “Sure, you are
seeing witches in Harry Potter do
things they don’t do in real life. But
it is positive. They are friendly. They
are good. The book might change
the way people feel about us.” With

statements like these being made by
self-proclaimed witches, it’s hard to
argue that Harry Potter isn’t exerting
even a modicum of influence on
children’s thinking and behavior. 

Worldly Values: This is perhaps
the most subtle of the dangers in
these books, but not one to be over-
looked. Since Rowling doesn’t make
a clear link between her kind of
magic and true witchcraft, the spiri-
tual fault of Harry Potter is not so
much that it plays to dark supernat-
ural powers, but that it doesn’t
acknowledge any supernatural pow-
ers or moral authority at all.
Rowling does not write from the
basis of Judeo-Christian ethics. So 

her characters may do the wrong
thing for the right reason, often
lying, cheating or breaking rules in
order to save the day. Additionally,
mild swearing becomes more fre-
quent as the characters age.
Ostensibly, this is justified by its
realism as a part of today’s teenage
world, but realistic portrayals of cul-
ture aren’t necessarily helpful to par-
ents who are trying to raise kids
who live counter-culturally. 

Violence: Had I read Harry
Potter as a child, this would have
been my biggest hang-up. Rowling’s
rendering of the books’ battles are
effective and descriptive. Only the
reader’s imagination decides how
graphic they are, but they provide
plenty of opportunities for lots of
gore and fright for readers who are
willing and programmed to go there. 

At the very least, Harry Potter is
not for young children and may be
too much to handle for some older
children. But that’s not the end of it.

For those already loudly decrying
Harry, consider this: 

While Christians have good rea-
son to be concerned about Harry
Potter, something has gone sadly
awry in how these concerns have
played out. Specifically, I’m troubled
by two things: that we’re missing a
huge opportunity to be salt and light
in our world, and that we’ve taken
too simplistic a view of what our
reaction must be to the problematic
elements of Harry Potter.

Clearly the church is not gaining
any ground over this issue. We may
succeed in defending our own
homes against the “invasion,” but
we are not winning unbelieving
hearts and minds to Christ. Why are
we missing out on the opportunity
afforded by such a far-reaching phe-
nomenon? Part of the reason is that,
by our reactions, believers confirm
the world’s suspicion that ours is a
faith easily knocked down when we
expose ourselves to contrary ideas.
Not so! We have a faith that is
absolutely true and relevant to all
areas of life, and when we confront

the ideas of the world or
of false religions, we will
always find that Christian-
ity offers a better and more
true answer. But few Christ-
ians live as if this were the
case. We’re afraid to test our
faith against other ideas—or
at least we act like we’re
afraid. The world sees this
and automatically discounts
Christianity as a shallow
faith with little to offer for
answering life’s ultimate
questions. 

Harry Potter is popular,
in part, because it touches on deep
human questions about a reality
beyond the physical. Christians have
an opportunity to intelligently chal-
lenge the dangers we see in Harry
Potter and give evidence of a better
answer found in Christ. But instead
of capitalizing on this opportunity,
our fear gives us an excuse to be
reactionary, remain ignorant or both.
If we continue to choose these
approaches, the church will remain a
small voice shouting from the
bleachers rather than a quarterback
in the cultural huddle. 

Specifically, we’ve oversimplified
what the church’s approach to Harry
Potter should be. We have taken to
heart the biblical admonition to
“have nothing to do with the fruit-
less deeds of darkness . . . ,” but we
have neglected our responsibility to
“expose them” (Eph. 5:12). In other
words, we’ve done the reactive part,
but we’ve dismissed the proactive

What shall we do with Harry?
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“Specifically, we’ve oversimplified what the
church’s approach to Harry Potter should be.
We have taken to heart the biblical admoni-
tion to “have nothing to do with the fruitless
deeds of darkness . . . ,” but we have neglected
our responsibility to “expose them.” In other
words, we’ve done the reactive part, but
we’ve dismissed the proactive part of what
God calls us to do. “

Continued on page fourteen

“Reading the Harry Potter books promotes investigation
by children into the occult? Preposterous.”

“To in any way condone entertainment that glorifies that
which is born in the pits of Hell is to court disaster.”

DISCIPLEDISCIPLE life



Another change was regarding BaptistLIFE.
Messengers voted that the General Mission
Board be responsible for the work of the
newsjournal under the leadership of the direc-
tor of the communication center.  Prior to the
change, the editor was directly supervised by
the General Mission Board and reported to a
BaptistLIFE committee.  This was the second
reading of the change and the vote was final.

Resolutions and recommendations approved
included the following:
•Encouraging churches to participate in the coop-
erative program by observing cooperative pro-
gram day in April and cooperative program
month in October.  
•Churches were also challenged to adopt a budget
that supports the cooperative program. 
•The board recommended approval of special sea-
sons of prayer and offerings including Lottie Moon
Christmas offerings, Annie Armstrong Easter offer-
ings and Mother’s Day offerings.
•BCM/D agencies may approach any individuals
for gifts but special campaigns for funds should
be approved by the GMB.  

•Churches needing capital financing were encour-
aged to consider counsel and assistance from the
division of church loans, the North American
Mission Board, or the BCM/D director of finance. 
•Messengers also voted to approve a $5,858,821
budget for the year 2002, with $782,100 going to
church planting, $608,468 for congregational
development, and $494,038 for missions
involvement/campus ministry.

Legacy of Faith
The Baptist Foundation of Maryland/

Delaware officially kicked off the ambitious
new Legacy of Faith Campaign (LOF).  The
campaign‘s goal is to raise 10 million dollars
between 2001 and 2004 to plant churches and
jump start existing ones in an effort to reach the
next generation for Christ.  

John Faris, director of finance, said that sta-
tistics show that less than 5 percent of those 18
and younger are saved. LOF is an urgent strate-
gic program to meet that need for our children
and grandchildren.

Donations, Faris said, may be in the form of
pledges of money, real estate or land.  Some 

may donate the use of a building rent free for a
new church.  

Messengers left with packages explaining
the program and videotapes to present to their
congregations. 

Already $2,883,017 in advance gifts have
been received, representing gifts of land, town-
houses, and gifts from churches and individuals
and pledges to the foundation.

Next Year’s Meeting
Stephen Hokuf, Sr., chairman of the commit-

tee on order of business, announced that next
year’s annual meeting will be on Nov. 11 and 12
at the Holiday Inn Select in Solomon’s Island.
The 2003 meeting location has not been deter-
mined, but will be in Montgomery or Prince
George’s County.

“This is one of the better annual conven-
tions. James Dixon outdid himself. All the
speakers were very inspiring,” Ed Nettleship,
said. Mary Nettleship, his wife, explained,
“The Lord filled our plate.  I’m going to ask the
Lord to give me another
plate.” The Nettleships are
members of Bethel Church,
Ellicott City. BLBL

For more coverage of BCM/D’s Annual Meeting, see pp. 6-9
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Continued from page thirteen

part of what God calls us to do. We
know God hates the practice of
witchcraft (Deut. 18:10). But we have
committed a fault of logic in saying
that reading about witches and wiz-
ards necessarily translates into these
occult practices. I would propose
instead that reading Harry Potter
produces curiosity and that it is
what we do with that curiosity that
makes all the difference. 

For many children, the curiosity
cannot be met in a healthy manner. 
Children who will glorify or be
enamored with any of the problem-
atic elements, whether it be magic,
violence or secular values should not
read Harry Potter. However, we
must remember that avoidance is a
defensive action, not an offensive
one. And while our short-range goal
is defensive (to protect our families
from the negative influences of socie-
ty), our long-range goal is offensive
(to change society from the inside
out). To be on the offensive, we need
to raise up more Christian thinkers
who can enter the realm of entertain-
ment armed with a critical knowl-
edge of both the Scripture and the
false world views they’re combating.
One father I’ve spoken with has
decided to read and discuss Harry
Potter with his daughter because,
“She’s a bit more mature than most
11-year-olds, powerfully grounded
in the Christian perspective for her
age, a careful and thoughtful child

who loves both to read and write for
the glory of God, and whose motiva-
tion, beyond being entertained, is to
be ‘salt and light’ to the many
friends, both Christian and non-
Christian, who are reading the
series.” Indeed, it is these Christians
who will have a redemptive effect on
society, making positive changes for
the long run.

So what does this mean for Harry
Potter fans (or “wannabe” readers)
and their parents? At best, it’s a
sticky question. Offensive skills are
best learned through exposing our-
selves to areas of culture where the
opportunities to learn the truth out-
weigh the dangers to our spiritual
lives. Little by little, we gain ground
and are able to take on bigger bat-
tles. Truthfully, Harry Potter is not
the best place to begin this learning
process. It’s too advanced for many
just beginning to learn critical think-
ing. But because Harry has become
nearly unavoidable, I think it’s
important to address these principles
in relation to the series. 

Critical Thinking Principles for
Entertainment...
1). Immerse yourself and your chil-
dren in the Word and in solid
Biblical teaching. When we feed our
Christian world view, it takes over as
the filter through which we process
everything—from the Sunday ser-
mon to Harry Potter. 
2). Never approach secular media
as an entertainment-only endeavor.
While secular entertainment can be a
springboard for discussing truth, it is
not a source of truth in itself. Diving

in without thinking critically will
always do more harm than good. 
3).  Capitalize on the curiosity fac-
tor. Being confronted with ideas that
don’t fit our world view creates an
opportunity to develop a belief sys-
tem about those ideas. In the case of
Harry Potter, children who had
never wondered what the Bible says
about witchcraft may not only ask
the questions but remember the
answers because they now have
something concrete to hang them on.
The parent’s responsibility is to
direct children to the proper source
of truth. Once curious, children will
go searching. Where they find their
answers determines whether the
exercise has been beneficial or detri-
mental. 
4).  Learn to communicate what
you’ve found. Thinking “Christianly”
doesn’t do us a lot of good if we fail to
gently, humbly and intelligently share
the truth with a world that is also curi-
ous. 
5).  Know when to stop. There are
some entertainment experiences that
are not beneficial, no matter what.
These vary from person to person,
depending on individual strengths
and weaknesses. And parents have
an enormous responsibility as cul-
tural gatekeepers. Adults will be
held accountable if we cause “these
little ones to stumble;” therefore,
when in doubt, we should always
err on the side of caution. 

Out of the Comfort Zone
Christians more inclined to react

to the world often are quick to label
anyone who reads Harry Potter as,

at best, a worldly Christian. Others
have jumped too far the other way
and have developed “reasons” to
devour Harry Potter for entertain-
ment’s sake, often without thinking
critically about it. Because we’re
human, we struggle constantly with
the balance of being real to a lost
world while holding unswervingly
to the truth. Jesus managed it per-
fectly. He ate with tax collectors and
sinners but refused to accept com-
promise when the rich young man
wanted to “have it both ways.”
Often, the struggle to imitate Him
seems too much for us and we
retreat into our comfort zones, sacri-
ficing either truth or relevance. Our
doctrines—not inherently bad—
become idols, and the church is rele-
gated to the margins, not making
much of a difference in the culture at
large. To be salt and light, we need
to recognize which position we’re
most likely to embrace and make a
deliberate effort to move out of that
comfort zone. Those wallowing in
the world need to get out completely
for awhile until they can examine it
without embracing it. And those
avoiding the world need to roll up
their sleeves and engage the culture
with a critical Christian thoughtful-
ness.

What Shall We Do With Harry? by
Linda Beam, as seen on www.family.org.
Copyright ©2001, Focus on the Family.
All rights reserved. International copy-

right secured.  Used by permission.

Harry Potter...

BLBL

BCM/D Annual Meeting in Hagerstown...



PART-TIME MUSIC DIRECTOR
–– Olney Baptist Church is seeking
a part-time Music Director. Address
inquiries and/or resumes to the
church Personnel Committee, P O
Box 325, Olney, MD 20832-0325. Or,
contact Pastor Gayle Clifton at (301)
774-5433.

MINISTRY ASSISTANT/
FINANCIAL SECRETARY –- 32-40
hours weekly. Team member.
WordPerfect and Excel proficient.
Mail resume with cover letter to:
Oak Grove Baptist Church, 2106
Churchville Road, Bel Air, MD
21015, Attn: Rev. Steve Stubblefield.

THERAPISTS POSITIONS
AVAILABLE –– Baptist Family and
Children’s Services (BFCS) is seek-
ing applicants for therapists posi-
tions in its newly developed
Counseling Service. Baptist Family
Counseling intends to provide qual-
ity Christian counseling to:
Adolescents Struggling with Drug
and Alcohol Abuse; the Elderly and
Their Families; and to Families
with General Child/Adolescent
Issues.  BFCS employs a faith-based
approach and provides a wide
array of wraparound services for
children and families in need of a
new start.  The agency is becoming
fast known as the primary faith-
based resource for children and
families and already serves a wide
market of clients in Central Md.  

Therapists, as independent con-
tractors, will be able to maintain
highly flexible schedules with day-
time and/or evening hours.

Compensation is highly competi-
tive.  All therapists must be licensed
LCSW-C or LCPC (certified CPC-
AD for drug and alcohol popula-
tion); have at least 2 years of post
masters experience providing clini-
cal services to one or more of the
targeted population groups men-
tioned above; and utilize a treat-
ment modality that is compatible
with the theoretical framework of
Baptist Family Counseling Service
(Christian, Family-Centered,
Community- Supported, Strengths-
Based and Solutions-Focused).  

Send resume and four references
to: Rev. Robert Gerstmyer, BFCS,
7175 Columbia Gateway Drive,
Suite F, Columbia, MD 21046-2537.

P/T MUSIC DIRECTOR –-
Medium-size congregation, with
substantial growth potential, is
seeking a part-time music director.
Responsibilities include: overseeing
the music program, leading blended
music in worship, and directing a
choir.  Competitive compensation.
Send inquiries and/or resume to:
Music Committee, Tabernacle
Baptist Church, 121 Bennett Road,
Baltimore, MD 21221, Phone: (410)
686-3464, FAX:  (410) 686-7944

PASTOR -– First Baptist Church of
Suitland (FBCS) is seeking a dynam-
ic individual who is a great commu-
nicator and has a heart for people of
all ages to serve as pastor.  FBCS is a
multicultural congregation located
in a community with many oppor-
tunities for Christian growth and
outreach. Candidates are asked to
send resumes to FBCS Pastoral
Search Committee, 5400 Silver Hill
Road, Forestville, MD 20747.

MINISTER OF EDUCATION
AND OUTREACH –- South
Columbia Baptist Church, a dynam-
ic, growing church in Columbia,
Maryland is seeking an experi-
enced, self-directed person with a
vibrant faith and strong communi-
cation and people skills to lead our
expanding education program, and
to develop and administer a
church-wide outreach strategy. The

successful candidate
must be energetic
and enthusiastic
about obeying God
in carrying out the
vision to develop a dynamic educa-
tion ministry. They must be skilled at
getting lay people involved as lead-
ers. The successful candidate should
have 5 years experience with pro-
gram management and CE curricu-
lum. A Masters degree in religious
education, or equivalent is desired.
Send cover letter (including personal
testimony) and resume to Personnel
Committee Chairman, South
Columbia Baptist Church, 8814
Guilford Road, Columbia, MD 21046
or e-mail to office@scbc-md.org

PART-TIME MINISTER OF
YOUTH AND ACTIVITIES -–
Towne Baptist Church is seeking an
individual to be primarily responsi-
ble for Youth and Young Adult min-
istries for 20 hours per week.  Please
send resumes to: Towne Baptist
Church, 536 A Trimble Rd,
Joppatowne, MD 21085.

MINISTER OF MUSIC AND
WORSHIP -– Full-time position.
Please send resume to Personnel
Committee, Mt. Carmel Baptist
Church, 8645 Kenwood Road,
Cincinnati, Ohio 45242.

RETREAT TO THE OCEAN -– The
Baptist Retreat Center in Ocean City
is available for Spring and Fall
Retreats. We can accommodate
groups as large as 65. Adjacent to the
Retreat Center is our church build-
ing, available on request with kitchen
facilities, fellowship hall and meeting
rooms. For booking information,
please call the Ocean City Baptist
Church office at (410) 289-6573.

APT TO TEACH MINISTRIES is
available for Bible conferences, semi-
nars, or retreat weekends.  Also
available is website construction for
any size church on a love-offering
basis.  This makes having a website
both affordable and desirable.  For

more information con-
tact Roy Ingman at
(410) 766-1872 or at
aptatteaching@aol.com.

LIN WALLBERG,
SOLO HANDBELLS
––Available for concerts,
worship services, clin-
ics, or weddings. Add
the beautiful touch of
handbells to your spe-
cial occasion. Contact:
Lin Wallberg at (301)
586-0317 or e-mail
at:wallberg@juno.com 

CHRISTIAN BUSINESS OPPOR-
TUNITY -– Join many Christians all
across the country in the GREAT-
EST Christian opportunity there is.
Scriptures. For a FREE Info Pack
call toll free at 1-800-585-5873
option 3 Sign up is FREE. Or check
our web page.
http://www.comeaux-biz.com 
Please leave my ID #49384.

MOTORCYCLISTS MEN AND
WOMEN CMA (Christian
Motorcyclists Association) –– Ride
group is now forming in Prince
George’s County area.  If you have
a bike and Christ in your life (or
hope to soon have them), this could
be the ride you’ve been praying for.
Get in on the ground floor of this
ride group and be blessed; meet
some of the best brothers and sis-
ters in Christ on God’s earth! First
Meeting: Date: January 12, 2002
(Saturday) Place: Gospel Live (food
and entertainment) 6200 Annapolis
Road, Hyattsville, MD (the old
Capitol Plaza Mall Hot Shoppe’s)
Time: 10 a.m. meeting, but please
come early and enjoy buffet break-
fast (cost is $10 per person)
Restaurant phone number is 301-
386-3777. Guest Speaker: Bill
Reaver, Maryland State
Coordinator.  Mr. Reaver will be
sharing what the CMA is about.
For more information or if you have
any questions, please call Pete
Colombo at (301) 779-5377

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX YOUR
AD -– Deadlines are three weeks in
advance of publication date.
Publication date is the third Friday
of each month (no issue in January).
Classified advertising is 50 cents
per word (not including contact
information and words with two or
less letters) with a $20 minimum.
Spot color is available for an addi-
tional $10 per ad.  A 10% discount
for BCM/D churches and members
will be applied.  Contact us for dis-
play ad pricing. The entire paper is
also accessible online at 
www.baptistlifeonline.org. 
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