
By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

BALTIMORE, Md. – When the
Olympic torch relay passed through

Maryland, volunteers for Inner
Harbor Ministry (IHM) were there,
intermingling with the crowd, giving
out free New Testaments, interactive
pocket guides and Christian booklets.  

“We got word from NAMB
(North American Mission Board)

and ministry people in Salt Lake
City that Baltimore was one of the
stop-off places for the Winter
Olympic torch relay,” Bill Viel,
director of IHM said. “Every

place it was stopping, the 
ministries and churches in the
area were contacted and encour-
aged to do some ministry and
evangelism.

“We committed to it. It was the
Saturday before Christmas. I did

not know what kind
of response we would
have asking for help
to do evangelism.”
Viel was pleasantly
surprised when 26
people volunteered to
help from mid-morn-
ing to about 2 p.m.

The volunteers gave
out interactive pocket
guides for the winter
Olympics so people
could keep track of
on-going Olympic
events.  Christian
booklets with personal
testimonies and the
plan of salvation were
also distributed.

Viel said the 
volunteers used the
give-aways as an
opportunity to talk to
people. Some workers
were at the event cen-
ter where the runner
came to light the city
flame, and others
worked on the side-
lines. 

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. – At a
recent General Mission Board
meeting, BCM/D Director of
Finance John Faris said the
Cooperative Program (CP) is the
main resource and the “lifeblood”
of the convention.  That lifeblood
is very healthy – healthier than it
has ever been. 

The CP is the Southern Baptist
way of supporting missions and
ministry efforts throughout the
Southern Baptist Convention (SBC)
– including international, national,
regional and state level conven-
tions. Through the CP, Southern
Baptists support over 10,000 mis-
sionaries and six seminaries.

This year’s CP giving by
BCM/D churches amounted to
$4,127,552 – a whopping $305,229,
or 7.9%, increase over 2000.  This
was remarkable, John Faris said,

especially since BCM/D had a
10% increase in giving over 1999.

Why the increase?  Faris attrib-
utes it to new churches and grow-
ing congregations. 

Thirty-seven, or 8%, of the 457
BCM/D churches listed, gave to
CP for the first time.  Faris said
most of those churches are new
congregations. 

One hundred ninety-one
churches increased their giving –
even in the midst of a U.S. eco-
nomic slowdown.  

Out of the top 50 giving
churches in the convention, 44
increased their giving over the
previous year. Twenty-four
churches gave over $40,000. Oak
Grove Church and First Church,
Laurel, topped the list with
$200,202 and $126,628 respectively. 

Another financial highlight is
the State Missions Offering giv-
ing.  The 2001 goal was $200,000.
The actual amount given was

$201,582. This com-
pares to a 2000 goal
of  $175,000 with
over $181,000 given. 

All of these
increases occurred
alongside an out-
pouring of gifts to
disaster relief efforts
this year. Suffering the
national tragedy of
Sept. 11, Baptists heard
the cry for help and
gave a generous
$109,648 to help vic-
tims.

Faris reported that
BCM/D budget
receipts totaled
$5,729,168 for 2001 and

expenses were $5,537,820, leaving
an overage of $191,348. 

Usually overages are carried
over into the next year’s budget,
but this year 40% will be used
immediately to strengthen min-
istries around our multi-state
convention.  Sixty percent will be
carried over to the 2003 budget.
The General Mission Board has a
committee established to deter-
mine how the money will be used.

So what do these incredible
increases in giving mean to the con-
vention, to churches and pastors?  

“It means that God is bigger
than our dreams,” David Lee,
BCM/D executive director said.

“It means that He will keep
His promises to us. If we march
forward boldly in the name of
Christ keeping our focus on His
great commission to us, He will
supply what we need.

“It means practically that in
this next year we can start more
churches. We can provide new
resources to help strengthen our
local church witness and ministry.
We can provide for opportunities
for leaders to grow into bold,
visionary leaders. We can stretch
our reach to the world with more
missionaries and more people
touches.

“It means that Baptist

Convention of Maryland and
Delaware believers care deeply
about lost and hurting people
around us. It means they are
faithful to the task. It strongly
encourages us to move forward
with boldness. 

“My only fear is that we will
let up, assuming that we have
done enough. Thank you
Maryland and Delaware
Baptists.”

BaptistLIFE
Newsjournal of the Baptist Convention of Maryland and Delaware

It
's

yo
ur story...we just tell it!

w
w

w

.baptistlifeonlin
e.

or
g

TM

February 22, 2002 

B
a
p

tis
t

L
IF

E

1
0
2
5
5
 O

ld
 C

o
lu

m
b

ia
 R

o
a
d

C
o

lu
m

b
ia

, M
a
ry

la
n

d
 2

1
0
4
6
-1

7
1
6

N
o

n
-p

ro
fit

U
.S

.
P

o
s
ta

g
e

P
A

ID

C
o

lu
m

b
ia

,
M

D

P
e
rm

it #
3
5
0

What’s Inside?

Perspectives  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

ChurchLIFE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

PlantLIFE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

MissionLIFE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

DiscipleLIFE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

LeaderLIFE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

ConventionLIFE  . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

Breakpoint with Charles Colson 6

Bits and Pieces  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

2001 CP giving  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

FamilyLIFE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10

Questions & Answers with 

Dr. Dobson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10

Classifieds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11

Healthy giving keeps convention thriving

Olympic relay passes through Baltimore

An increase of 11.88% 

in churches' gifts to the

SBC’s Cooperative

Program was recorded 

in January 2002 over

January 2001.

Winter Olympic Torch Celebration at Baltimore’s Inner Harbor

“If we march forward boldly in the name of
Christ keeping our focus on His great commis-
sion to us, He will supply what we need.”

– David Lee



Dear Maryland and
Delaware Baptists,

Thanks for your
generosity
toward those in

need following the
vicious attack on the
World Trade Center
here in New York and
the crash into the
Pentagon. I want to
express appreciation on
behalf of the Southern
Baptists in our conven-
tion territory for your
sincere prayers, support
and financial generosity.
To date, we have
deposited $1,045,874.12
from individuals,
churches and state con-
ventions. If our records
are correct, you have
contributed $69,979.99.
There are some deposits

yet to be made as checks come in
daily. 

The enormity of this tragedy
and the relatively small size of our
churches and convention have
posed great problems. More than
three thousand people died, eight
thousand children lost a parent,
and one hundred thousand people
lost their jobs. Several government
agencies and service organizations
are involved in the efforts of relief.
I have spoken to Dr. David Dean,
executive director of the metropol-
itan New York Baptist Association,
who in turn contacted certain per-
sons at the North American
Mission Board about the best
stewardship of dispersing these
funds. We have decided on a few
commitments which will guide
the distribution. They are:
n We will not duplicate funds to

a given need above that which is
really needed.
n Whenever possible we will

ask churches to assist in the deliv-
ery of checks so that a follow-up
may be established.
n We will distribute funds

according to some guidelines we
can all agree on and make those
guidelines public among the con-
tributing parties.
n We will deposit and withdraw

funds separately with open
accountability and reporting. That
means there will be no merging of
collected monies into one account.
We will keep separate accounting
and reporting.
n We will disperse the funds

according to the wishes of the
donors. Some specifically directed
the moneys to “victims.” Others
designated the funds to “the dis-
aster” or “anything related to the
disaster.” We had a few say “use
this for anything you need.” I
assure you it will all be related to
the tragedy of September 11.

A document is being prepared

and is to be signed by myself, Dr.
Dean and a representative of the
North American Mission Board
which will give the broad cate-
gories of Southern Baptist response.
This document will list “Victim
Benevolence Ministry, Counseling
and Chaplaincy Ministry, and
Ongoing Response Ministry.”

At the encouragement of a cou-
ple of sister conventions who have
experienced something of the
same needs, we have contracted
with a local Southern Baptist lay-
man to serve as coordinator to
assist in the disbursing of the
funds. It has become quite clear to
me in the past several months that
BCNY does not have the staff to
service this great need. Please 
continue to pray for us.

Sincerely,
J.B. Graham

Executive Director/Treasurer
Baptist Convention of New York
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My heart aches! I have
heard people say that
when your heart aches, it

helps to talk about it. Thank you
for listening.

Hardly a week goes by without
my hearing at least one parent or
grandparent share the heart-
wrenching story of a son or
daughter or grandchild who no
longer attends church. I heard
about one church committee who
met recently to talk about changes
needed in their church. When they
began to share around the table,
they discovered that each member
of that committee had a child who
no longer was active in church.
My heart aches when I hear such
things. I am afraid that we are in
danger of losing a generation to
the church and to the gospel. 

I am not content to sit by and
watch it happen. Please under-
stand. I am not willing to compro-
mise the gospel. The truth and
authority of the Scriptures are not
open for negotiation. I am, howev-
er, willing to do what I must do
with tools and methods to reach
my children and my grandchil-
dren for Christ. I already know I
won’t like all that I will see and
experience. Singing a new song,
reading the words from a screen
instead of a hymnal, serving on a
team instead of a committee,
learning to operate with new
processes, even taking off my tie,
are small prices to pay to see fami-
lies growing together as the peo-
ple of God.

Here is where I suggest we start:
•Be open to consider new

ideas and approaches. I sent my

children to Centrifuge and similar
programs and activities designed
for teenagers. I praised their rele-
vance and effective use of commu-
nication tools to help my boys
grow in Christ. No wonder they
have difficulty transitioning back
to my traditions when they are
accustomed to upbeat, interactive,
intensive Bible study and worship
experiences. Caution! Handle this
process with care. Satan can easily
gain a foothold during transitions.
Those who are mature should lead
the journey.

•Help me raise the $10 million
needed to start 200 new churches
in our multi-state convention. Our
Legacy of Faith Campaign is all
about reaching our children and
grandchildren for Jesus Christ. Some
of these new church starts will
directly target the very generations

with which we are disconnecting.
Talk to your children and your

grandchildren. Invade their
worlds. Learn what motivates
them. Learn how they learn.
Discover first-hand tools that can
help you communicate to them
the whole counsel of God.

We must do something. There
is a crisis right now. It really hurts
me to think of what will happen if
we do nothing.

Again, thank you for listening.
I feel better just knowing that you,
too, share my burden.

(By the way, look for “My heart
aches... part two” next month on
“How do you change the settings
without blowing up the church!”)

My heart aches... (part one)

A prescription for clear vision

Dr. David Lee
BCM/D Executive Director

James Dixon

BCM/D President

Afew weeks ago my wife,
Dessie, began to experi-
ence blurred vision and

serious pain in her eyes. One day
as she was looking in the mirror
she noticed a small unusual spot
in her right eye. After her eye
examination and consultation
with the optometrist, she was
diagnosed with severe eyestrain.
The doctor also informed her that
the problem was a result of sensi-

tivity of light caused by the sun,
computer screen, and night driv-
ing. Her new eyeglasses were pre-
scribed with a special type of lens
that will help with the problem
and improve her sight. 

As we left the doctor’s office
we  began to discuss her diagnosis
and how similar Christian lives
compare with her situation. When
you think about it, sometimes our
spiritual vision is stained by the
problems, troubles, trials and

tribulations we face in our daily
lives. Most of the time we have
taken our eyes off of the Lord and
placed them strongly on what’s
going on around us. This can
cause our vision to become
obstructed and we too began to
experience pain, heartache, and a
lack of faith. When this happens,
let us always remember that our
God is a mighty physician who
also has a degree in optometry. If
you call on Him, He will always

be there to restore your spiritual
vision and help you to see your
way clearly. He is the only one
who has the prescription we need
in the palm of His hand. 

As we move forward into the
New Year, I encourage you to
keep your eyes on Him who is
able to do more than you can ever
ask or imagine. With your eyes on
Him you will suffer less strain
from the cares of this world. 
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Heritage Church, Annapolis,
is already looking ahead to the
church’s centennial celebration
next year. They’re collecting
recipes from church members for
a special centennial cookbook.

Temple Church, Baltimore, is
offering free remedial reading
tutoring. The church has been
offering the tutoring for six years.
Qualified instructors assist chil-
dren in grades one through five. 

The children of Colonial
Church, Randallstown, raised
$200 for the disaster relief fund
during “Jump Rope & Hula Hoop
for Hope.” The children solicited
donations for the event. On the big
day, they alternated jumping rope
and hula hooping for a continual
30 minutes. They also made cards
for disaster volunteers and prayed
for the victims of the Sept. 11
attack.

Dundalk Church is in the
midst of a 12-week study of the
book “A Biblical Portrait of
Marriage.” Bruce Wilkinson,
author of “The Prayer of Jabez,”
writes the study series. The study
includes the topics of marital roles,
responsibilities, in-laws, money,
intimacy and romance.

Clint Guthrie, pastor of First
Church, Thurmont, and Woody
Adams, one of the church’s mem-
bers were recent guests of Mount
Airy Church.  The two told of their
journey to Kenya to minister with
others as part of an international
mission  trip.  The purpose was to
teach Kenyans how to evangelize
and grow their churches.

Guthrie said that, out of 42
churches, there were 13,428 profes-
sions of faith.  That doesn’t count
those made under the age of 12.
Ministers in Mombassa tend not to
count those decisions.   

“It’s overwhelming the open-
ness of the Kenyans to the gospel,”
Guthrie said. 

The men worked in brutally hot
weather and very poor conditions.
They preached, went door to door
throughout the villages and gave
out Bibles and testimonies translat-
ed in Swahili. 

“I learned to rely totally on the
Lord,” Adams said.

First Southern Church, Dover,
hosted the Delaware Raceway
Ministry volunteer banquet on Jan.
12. Roger Marsh, president of the
National Alliance Raceway
Ministry, was the guest speaker.
The group “Proclamation” provid-
ed the special music.

A local fireman visited the chil-
dren at First Church, Easton, earli-
er this month.  He shared about
his life serving as a firefighter.  The
kids also made a banner to send to
their local fire company thanking
them for their service and they
wrote and decorated notes and let-

ters to send to firemen in New
York City.

Members of First Church,
Savage, thought they’d do some-
thing different this year for
Christmas. Paul Viswasam, pastor
of the church, said that the church
decided to do something for the
community.  

Church members transformed
the church grounds into Bethlehem
during the time Christ was born.
As approximately 800 visitors
entered, “census takers” gathered
their information, and they were
given silver “coins” to purchase a
variety of items at little “shops.”
Roman guards walked the streets.
The choir dressed up like angels
and stood on the roof of the church
to announce Christ’s arrival and
sing to “shepherds,” watching real
sheep. A remote control star led
wise men to the Christ child, where
they brought him gifts. 

The children’s choir sang
Jewish songs in a “synagogue”,
where everyone gathered after
walking through the “town.”

Viswasam told about the birth of
Christ and asked people if they
would like to give a gift to the
Christ child. The visitors were
given fake coins to place in a bas-
ket, but when Viswasam gathered
the coins later he found a very real
$400. The money will be used to
help support homeless people

First Church has a food pantry,
“The Bread of Life,” and feeds
twenty families each week.

Viswasam said the church was
so excited about the success of the
program that they’re making plans
to build a garden of Gethsemane
for Easter.

Colesville Church, Silver
Spring, honored all the couples in
the church married for 50 years or
more at a special service on Jan.
27. 

Olney Church collected $1,500
for the Corjeuti Church in Moldova.
Gayle Clifton, pastor of Olney
Church, worked with the Corjeuti
Church during a mission trip
there last fall. The money will be
used to renovate a house the con-
gregation will use to provide
warm classrooms for their chil-
dren’s Sunday School. Corjeuti
congregation members will do the
work themselves.

Bill George began serving as
pastor of Kensington Church this
month. The church has been in the
search process for two years. He
formerly pastored Patterson Park
Church in Baltimore.

Dave Wooten has resigned as
pastor of Oasis Christian Center,
Germantown. Quincy Follweiler
and Larry Campbell are acting
pastors.

Leanne Heise, member of
Potomac Heights Church, Indian
Head, will move to Texas in April
to begin working full-time with
Global Missions Fellowship. Heise
went on a mission trip to Peru
with nine others from Potomac

Heights last year and felt God
calling her to continue in missions
work. She will be leading others
on mission trips and teaching
them how to evangelize. The
church is supporting her by sell-
ing cookbooks. Heise has been a
member of Potomac Heights since
she was a child.

Faith Church, Laurel will host
the Gold City Quartet at Riverdale
Baptist Church in Upper Marlboro,
Md. at 7:30 p.m. on April 5. 

The Gold City Quartet is a well-
known southern gospel group that
has won numerous awards, includ-
ing an unprecedented six consecu-
tive awards for group of the year at
the Singing News Fan Awards, a
Dove Award for southern gospel
song of the year and awards for
album of the year and video of the
year. They’ve sung at the Grand
Ole Opry, the Dove awards and
the National Southern Baptist
Convention annual meeting.

The Oak Grove Quartet from
Oak Grove Church, Bel Air, and
Pern Lundell, formerly from
South Columbia Church will be
the opening acts. Funds will be
used to support Faith Church’s
building program. For ticket infor-
mation call 301-490-3702. 

First Church, Suitland has
called Rev. Clarence Parker, III to
serve as interim pastor. Parker for-
merly served as associate minister
at Glenn Dale Church in Landover.

The church began its annual
50-Day Adventure on February 3.
The theme is “More Than Survivors:
What It Takes To Thrive Spiritually.”

Whitehall Church, Accokeek,
will host special musical guest
Steve Ferguson at 11 a.m. on Feb.
24. Ferguson has performed as
both a solo artist and as a member
of the Imperials. A love offering
will be received.

First Church, Elkton, had an
Italian Valentine dinner for their
members 16 and older on Feb. 16.

Welsh Memorial Church,
Frostburg, has a “Violet Popp
Circle.” Twelve members and
guests meet once a month for a
day of mission activities and
lunch. The group recently made
45 cancer turbans for ladies who
are receiving chemotherapy. They
were distributed to local hospitals.
The group also bakes goodie bas-
kets for shut-ins, and supports a
foster child and other missions
through their financial contribu-
tions.

Pleasant View Church,
Oakland, has a very elaborate
puppet ministry. About 2,100 peo-
ple attended the church’s Christmas
program to see the puppet shows.
Thirty-six people made first time
decisions. The church is busy dis-
cipling the new believers.

Walter Weeks, Jr., pastor of the
church, said the puppet ministry
began about 10 years ago. Week’s
brother Scott had graduated from
college, moved to the area and
started a puppet team. Soon they
were participating in the commu-
nity’s Autumn Glory Festival,
doing street evangelism before the
annual parade. The puppets were
very well received, Weeks said,
and the ministry began to grow. In
addition to the puppets they set
up a sound system and had their

40-voice children’s choir perform.
They also distributed tracts. 

Five years ago the church
began doing Christmas musicals
with the puppets and had to ask
some of their regular members to
go home to make room for visi-
tors. They did a second show for

the regulars. The following year
they did three shows and all were
packed. The program has contin-
ued to grow and now, Weeks said,
the puppet ministry has become a
big part of the church and the
church allocates a large part of its
budget to support it. This past
year’s Christmas program fea-
tured a three level 50-foot stage,
two sound systems, lights and a
smoke machine. 

The church’s average Sunday
morning attendance is about 250.

Tri-County Church, Laytonsville,
celebrated the dedication of its
new church building January 11-
13. The celebration included a spe-
cial dessert fellowship, dinner, a
concert and special dedication
service. Ken Cavey is the pastor.

Blue Ridge

ChurchLIFE comes 

primarily from church and

association newsletters, 

bulletins, and written
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www.baptistlifeonline.org
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Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

Several local pastors graduated in December from
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Courses were
offered at the Baptist Center in Columbia. Students
attended weekends from August to May and earned
either a Master of Divinity or a diploma in Theology.
Most of these students have taken courses in the pro-
gram for five to seven years to complete the degree
requirements.

Master of Divinity:
• Bobby Gawthrop, interim pastor of 

Second & Fourth Church, Baltimore.
• Gerald Hoots, pastor of Emmanuel 

Baptist Church, Finksburg.  
• David Mank, member of Lake Shore 

Church, Pasadena. 
• Marvin Wright, pastor of Grace Church, 

Seaford.

Diploma in Theology:
• Gary Scarborough, pastor of Ashton 

Church, Montgomery Association.  

Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary

Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary
announced the following graduates from the BCM/D
area:

• Roger Beatty, Baltimore, received the 
Bachelor of Arts in Biblical Studies.

• Marc Wayne Bowman, Rockville, received a 
Master of Arts in International Studies, and a 
Master of Divinity with International Church 
Planting.

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary
announced the following graduates:

• Lee Eric Hughart received the Master 
of Divinity in Biblical Languages. Hughart is 
currently the pastor of City Price Baptist 
Mission in Port Sulphur, Louisiana. His home 
church is Temple Church, Baltimore.

Baltimore

Eastern
Potomac

Seminary Graduates
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By Aquilla B. Smith

In business, church and society
we hear the word mentor
tossed around freely. People

talk about it, refer to it and some-
times admit to
being a part of
it. But exactly
what is it and
how does it
relate in
today’s church.

The New
World Dictionary
defines mentor
as a “teacher or
coach.” Esther
Burroughs
defines mentor-
ing as “a
means of using
the best part of
yourself to help
another see
and become the
best that they can be.”      

The Baby Boomers are the first
generation of Americans who
often live far away from their
extended families—those who pro-
vided in–house mentoring experi-
ences for the previous generation
of women. Many of these younger
women felt an undefined void in
their life as they sometimes floun-
dered in their life experiences with-
out the support and encourage-
ment of the mature women who
had already traveled the road and
weathered the storms successfully.

In an attempt to address the
needs of this “floundering” gener-

ation, Dr. Edna Ellison and Tricia
Scribner have co–authored Woman
to Woman—Preparing Yourself to
Mentor that contains eighteen
interactive Bible studies on how to
be a mentor.

Dr. Ellison will be in our con-
vention on
March 9, 2002, to
lead in a study
on how to be an
effective mentor.
This study, open
to men and
women, will be
from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. at the
Baptist Center in
Columbia. The
cost is $25,
which includes
the textbook and
lunch. For more
information,
contact Aquilla
B. Smith at

800.466.5290, extension 231.
This study will cover such top-

ics as who and what mentors are;
how to become a mentor, and
what is expected of you as such.

She will also address mentoring as
a servant, encourager, teacher,
counselor and guide. As she
directs you to take off your mask
you will be led to see through the
Father’s eyes as you develop
heart–core intimacy.

This conference is an excellent
opportunity to take the next step
in your Christian journey as you
walk side–by–side with another
woman seeking God’s will and
direction.

By David Jackson

This past Christmas season
was a wonderful time for all
of us in the Jackson family.

We were able to enjoy visit-
ing with both sets of
grandparents, cele-
brating the
coming
of the
Christ
child
and
experi-
encing for the
first time something of
the uniqueness of being in
Maryland for the holidays. When
it came to gifts, I am sure that all
five members in my family would
say that they received everything
they had wanted, and more.

That’s my point. Sometimes, in
my wildest dreams, I imagine that
individuals and churches would
ask me about the “gift” I’d most
like to receive in the ministry of
church planting. To be honest with
you, the answer is very simple:
prayer. I am convinced that this is
the single most wonderful gift
that anyone can ever give to
church planters and their work.
Sure, I know, that this is the “spiri-
tually correct” answer to such a
question. However, I am also
aware that research shows virtual-
ly all believers say that prayer is

important, yet few of them spend
more than a handful of minutes
daily in communication with the
Father. Those that do, spend the
majority of that time on requests
for themselves.

All church planters learn in
their earliest training that

prayer is absolutely
crucial to
the work
of their
ministry.
They are

challenged
to form an

intercessory
prayer team of

friends, colleagues and
family who will continually lift up
the concerns in their lives and
those of the new church plant
through prayer. In fact, this is so
important in church planting that
planters are told not to continue,
or seek to accomplish anything
else in their ministry, until this
team of “prayer warriors” is in
place.

Our church planting team at
the Baptist Convention of
Maryland/Delaware is seeking to
practice what we preach. We are
seeking to enlarge our base of
prayer support and intercession.
Last year we began sending out a
“prayergram” via email to every-
one we knew who would commit
to praying for the BCM/D church

planting efforts. This email is sent
out weekly with five simple
prayer requests and five answers
to prayer. About two hundred
people are already receiving the
prayergram; however, we need
many, many more.

We want you to consider join-
ing “our prayer support team” for
church planting. We need you to
ask God to protect our planters
and their families, to open doors
of opportunity for ministry and to
enable lost people to enter the
Kingdom of heaven. Time is too
short and the need is too great!
Your commitment to join us in
prayer is the greatest gift you can

give, and the one that we desire
the most. Our hope and dream is
that this year, over one thousand
of you will join us in praying con-
tinually for our planters and the
work to which God has called, not
just them, but all of us.

For you or your church to join the
BCM/D church planting prayer sup-
port team, simply email David
Jackson at djackson@bcmd.org or call
him at (800) 466-5290, extension
225, and indicate that you want to
join “the team.”

Aquilla B. Smith
Consultant/Specialist

WMU,

Adult Missions Education,

and Special Education 

UPCOMING EVENTS

March 3
Week of Prayer - Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering

March 22-23
Acteens Spring Thing
“Discover the Joy”
Camp Wo-Me-To

April 5-6
WMU Annual Meeting
Camp Wo-Me-To

June 21-22
Camp Wo-Me-To’s
50th Anniversary 
Celebration

July 7-12
Girls Camp
Camp Wo-Me-To

July 11-14
Boys Camp I
Kamp Kaylor

July 12-13
Mother-Daughter Camp
Camp Wo-Me-To

August 1-4
Boys Camp II
Camp Wo-Me-To

August 16-17
WMU Overnight
Camp Wo-Me-To

September 15-21
MissionsFEST
Baltimore, Md.

The greatest gift is your commitment to prayer

DISCOVERY DAY WORKSHOP: 
Who, Me, a Church Planter?

March 9, from 9:00-3:00 pm, 
at the Baptist Center in Columbia, MD

Registration Deadline:  March 4

For pastors, staff and lay people, who are interested in explor-
ing the possibility that God may be calling them into church
planting.
FREE (including lunch) for the first 20 people who register by
email at djackson@bcmd.org or call David at (800) 466-5290, ext.
225.
NOTE:  This event is NOT for current church planters.

Training on how to become an 

effective mentor

Leaders Needed

Cabin Leaders and Cabin
Leaders-in-Training are needed
to work Girl's Camp, July 7-12,
2002. Cabin Leaders must be 17
years old and Cabin Leaders-in-
Training must be at least 15 years
old. For more information, con-
tact Aquilla B. Smith at
1.800.466.5290, extension 231.

David Jackson
Consultant/Specialist

Church Planting, Restarts,

and Language Churches
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By June Holland

Vacation Bible School is a
fun-filled spiritual adven-
ture that provides concen-

trated Bible study and encourages
real-life application. The intention
of VBS is to reach people of all
ages, leading them to know and
respond to Jesus Christ as led by
the Holy Spirit.

Amazon Outfitters: On Expedition
with the One True God will launch
riberenos (people who live on the
river) on a journey that will ulti-
mately lead to “One God! One
Savior! One Lord!”

Travel through the Amazon
region along nar-
row rain forest
trails, over roar-
ing rapids,
down the
swift
Amazon
River,
and
through
dense tropical
woodlands. Listen to
the calls of exotic birds
and feel the enveloping mist of
the rain forest. Explorers will dis-
cover and experience God as they
journey along the Amazon River.
Outfitters will guide explorers of
all ages on this incredible adven-
ture and explorers themselves will
be “outfitted” to know the One
True God. On their trek, explorers
will discover that the One True
God is: One Amazing Creator,
One Miraculous Provider, One
Powerful Healer, One Living
Savior, One Lord of All.

“The Lord your God is God of
gods and Lord of lords, the great God,
mighty and awesome...”
Deuteronomy 10:17 (NIV)

You will see the exciting and
unique ministry possibilities that
your church has through VBS. As
you plan for VBS 2002, read what
five churches did in VBS 2001.

Northwest Church, Reisterstown,
held a Vacation Bible Day Camp. A

free week-long camp was held at
Franklin Middle School, 8:45 a.m.
- 2 p.m. Free breakfasts and lunch-
es were served daily. The camp
featured exciting Bible lessons and
a choice of three super enrichment
programs: Slammin’ Sports -
Movin’ Music -Awesome Art.
Registration was held at several
community locations. The church
wrapped up the week’s events
with a block party, free to all
campers and their families. Camp
director, Michelle Delgado
described the camp as an outreach

club or VBS which invited
kids to travel back in time
to investigate the true

story of Jesus. Barbara
Cook is the

director of chil-
dren’s min-

istries. Gary
Glanville is
the senior
pastor.
Patterson

Park Church,
Baltimore,

held a community
block party and health

fair. They partnered with
Johns Hopkins-Bayview Hospital.
The event served as a way to pre-
register for the church’s VBS and
Crosspoint sports camp. The VBS
theme was carried out through the
church’s reading program. This
year’s theme was Book Dig.

Children listened to guest read-
ers and earned small gifts for
reading. Each child was presented
with a reader’s vest during a
Sunday evening worship service.
Judy Free directed the summer
reading program. 

First, Beltsville, decided that
as a part of their VBS, they would
offer copies of the Jesus Video for
Kids. They offered copies as a free
gift to all families enrolled in VBS.
The video was delivered during a
visit to the home so that the
nature and importance of the
video could be discussed with
parents, and so that parents could

be encouraged to watch the video
with their children. Debbie Anzelone
and Susan Bailey talked about ways
that their VBS could be used most
effectively to reach their communi-
ty-the video was their answer.
William Gohmert is the pastor.

Oak Grove Church, Bel Air,
provided a staff luncheon on the
day before the start of VBS. After
the worship service, a light lunch
was served, last minute informa-
tion was given, and questions
answered. A class entitled Mother’s
Corner-VBS Just for Moms was
offered. Children ages 4 through
grade 6 participated in the regular
VBS classes, while younger chil-
dren stayed with their mothers.
Family night was held at the end
of the week. The families were
encouraged to bring a blanket and
enjoy a picnic cook-out, games,
and special activities that included
a video presentation entitled
Children’s Sharing Time. Karen
Rickards and Terri Mumey direct-
ed the VBS. Steve Stubblefield is
the minister of education. Dr.
David Hall is senior pastor.

Faith Church, Glen Burnie,
used the theme, “Don’t miss out
on the fun…It’s not just for kids
anymore” to promote VBS for
Adults. All Adult VBS participants
met in the sanctuary to sign up for
selected workshops the day before
VBS began. The schedule of events
for VBS included 45 minutes of
practical and interesting workshops
(mastering your golf swing, basic
family budgeting, learning needle-
work, life-saving CPR, etc.); 15 min-
utes for refreshments; and 60 min-
utes for Bible study with an invited
guest speaker. Adult VBS was a way
of enrolling adults in on-going Bible
study during VBS. Matthew Bass is
the minister of education. Dr. James
Nichols is the senior pastor.     

Has anyone ever said to you, “I
can’t work in VBS, but I’d like to
help. What can I do?” Here’s your
answer! Invite people to pray for
VBS. Publicize this opportunity in
your church. Enlist prayer war-

riors. On the Sunday a week
before VBS, lead the church in a
concentrated time of prayer for
VBS. Develop a prayer guide to be
used by the prayer warriors. 

The VBS theme for 2002 is
Amazon Outfitters––On Expedition
with the One True God. You can get
more information by going to
www.lifeway.com/yourVBS. Pray
for VBS 2002. While the theme
changes each year, the purpose of
VBS remains the same.

By Alan Ray

As children growing up in
Southern California we
were all required to learn

about basic geology in school.
Most of the time was devoted to
studying earthquakes. I remember
a picture in our textbook of a
house in central California on the
San Andreas Fault. Earthquakes
and the instability of the fault had
caused the house to slip about one
foot off its foundation. Everything
about the house looked fine at a
glance. The walls were painted
and clean. The furniture was neat-
ly arranged inside. Everything
looked almost perfect, but the

house was condemned. No one
can live securely in a house that
has moved off its foundation.

The same thing is true about
building our Legacy of Faith. We
Baptists, hailing from Maryland,
Delaware, and the states which
neighbor us have answered God’s
call to do a bold thing over the
next ten years. Increasing the
number of churches in our con-
vention by half, from just over 450

churches to over 600 is no small
task. It is a God-sized calling. The
good news is that God is already
at work, touching hearts, changing
lives and moving us toward the
goals He has established for us.

In order for us to build such a
Legacy of Faith, we must be com-
mitted to prayer as the foundation

of all we do. That certainly is the
pattern established in the scrip-
tures. Even though it was during a
time of despair, the Lord spoke to
the prophet Elijah as he was alone
and in prayer. God gave him the
vision to do what he needed to do
as a faithful prophet. The early
church saw the Holy Spirit fall on
them in power, giving them bold-
ness to accomplish their task as
they devoted themselves to

prayer. Boldness, commitment,
generosity and vision are all essen-
tial if we are to meet the challenge
and seize the opportunity God has
placed before us. All of this comes
as the Lord speaks to us and quick-
ens our hearts through prayer.

For this reason, because we
strive to be a people of prayer, we

have committed to devote our-
selves to prayer during the Legacy
of Faith campaign. We aren’t sim-
ply praying that God will allow us
to raise $10 million.  We don’t
have to convince the Lord to do
that. If He gave us the goal, He
has already provided the
resources. We pray together that
He will place within each of us the
desire to be bold and sacrificial in
our own giving and that He will
bless the churches we plant and
the lives He transforms as a result
of our answering His call.

You can be involved by becom-
ing a prayer partner in the Legacy
of Faith Campaign. If you so
desire, you can be partnered with
a church planter, a new church or
an association where a church
plant is anticipated. You will then
have the opportunity to pray daily
for God’s powerful movement in
the hearts of those who make up
the field that is white unto har-
vest. For more information, please
contact John Faris at 1-800-466-
5290, extension 203.

Arundel Association May 18
Glen Burnie Church 9am– noon

Baltimore Association April 25
Valley Church 7 – 9 pm 

Blue Ridge Association April 20
Faith Church, Knoxville 9am – noon

Delaware Association TBA
Eastern Association March 23

FBC, Delmar 9:30am–12:30pm
Mid–Maryland Association April 27

Rolling Hills Church 9:30am– noon
Montgomery Association April 27

Redland Church 9am – noon
Potomac Association May 4

Trinity Church 9am – noon
Prince George’s Association May 4

Clinton Church 9am – noon
Susquehanna Association April 6

Oak Grove Church 9am – noon
Western Association:

Christ Memorial, Westernport March 15
7 – 9pm

Second, Cumberland March 16
9am – noon

Amazon outfitters: fun and faith for everyone

Prayer is the foundation for building 

a Legacy of Faith

June Holland
Consultant/Specialist

Bible Teaching and

Children’s Ministries

Alan Ray
Legacy of Faith Team

VBS CLINIC DATES

“Increasing the number of churches in our conven-
tion by half, from just over 450 churches to over
600 is no small task. It is a God-sized calling.”

– Alan Ray

Check out the Legacy of

Faith website at 

www.legacyoffaith.org
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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

ELLICOTT CITY, Md. –
Bethany Lane Church has unique
insight into the mind of Muslims.
For the past seven years the
church has been sponsoring Follac

Robson, a Pakistani
Christian. Robson
started Christian
schools in Pakistan,
which in turn have
spawned three
churches.

It was a Godly
coincidence that one
of Bethany’s former
members was in the
Columbia Mall one
day and met Robson.
As they talked, the
church member spoke

about Jesus and found that
Robson was a Christian. Robson
told how he fled Pakistan due to
religious persecution.  He was the
head master of a government
school and was accused of prose-
lytizing, which is considered blas-
phemous in the Islamic faith.

Robson attended a Wednesday
night prayer meeting at Bethany
Lane.

“He told his story and we
prayed for him,” Joseph Smith,
pastor of Bethany Lane Church
said. “He sort of adopted the
church and we sort of adopted
him. We had Tuesday night disciple-
ship and were using Experiencing
God. He started attending and felt
a strong bond with the group.”

Robson began feeling led to
return to Lahore, Pakistan to start
Christian schools. He explained that

teaching Christianity as a curricu-
lum was allowed, but not sharing
the faith. But through the curricu-
lum, the word of God and plan of
salvation are explained.  Robson
asked the church to support him,
and they did.

“Over the years we’ve contin-
ued to do it on a monthly basis
and now we send him $500 a
month for the ministry,” Smith
said. “Now there are five schools
in remote villages that he set up.
Three churches have been spawned
through the schools. Our money is
used to pay for pastors for church-
es and for educators. Five hun-
dred dollars goes a long way in
Pakistan.”

Each summer Robson returns
to the United States and visits his
friends at Bethany Lane. He also
speaks at other churches sharing

about his struggles in Pakistan. He
educates people about the Islamic
faith and culture and seeks prayer
and financial support for his min-
istry.  Smith said Robson is trying
to raise $4,500 to build a church.
He has a temporary home for
three churches and they have
land, but he needs money for a
permanent building.

Robson was scheduled to
return to Pakistan the week of the
terrorist attacks but postponed his
trip. He went back at the end of Sept. 

Jihad, as Robson explained,
means, “striving for Allah”.  Most
interpret that in a peaceful way, but
there is a sect that interprets it as
holy war and believes that if they
give their lives in the name of
Allah they will have immediate
eternal life, regardless of how they
lived prior to that.

Church supports Pakistan Christians

By Jane Lippy
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. – “It’s been
a joy to know the ministers of
music and develop relationships
with them,” notes Dee Solomon,
consultant specialist, music/wor-
ship, who retired January 31, after
14 1/2 years with the Baptist
Convention of Maryland and
Delaware.

At various times during his
tenure, Solomon also handled the
responsibilities of stewardship,
senior adult ministry, drama,
recreation, discipleship, and com-
munications/public relations. As
he assisted churches to excel in
their music programs through the
years, he established lasting friend-
ships with many church staff per-
sons,  volunteer music directors,
keyboardists and pastors. 

In the area of music, his task
was to “help churches meet their
needs in music — adult, youth
and children’s choirs, handbells,
keyboard — and train leaders,” he
explains.

“The advent of praise teams has
been a major change in worship
style. This demands more leader-
ship,” Solomon informs. With his

experience as a high school educa-
tor, he had the background to
transfer this expertise to church
music.

Solomon re-
organized “The
Singing
Churchmen,” a
men’s chorus of pro-
fessional church
musicians and pas-
tors, in 1987 when
he joined the staff of
BCM/D. He’s con-
ducted them in five
concert/missions
tours to Moldova.
“This has been a
passion and will
continue to be.
Work still needs to
be done. The call-
ing is there,” he
promises. 

He also greatly prizes the bless-
ing of directing the 900-voice choir
that performed for an
International Mission Board
appointment service in Baltimore.

A significant contribution has
been The School for Church
Music. It was started as part of
Northeast Baptist School of
Ministry, to provide instruction

and development opportunities
for Maryland/Delaware church
music directors and church musi-
cians. He will continue his role as

instructor of this program.  
Solomon holds a bachelor of

music from Samford University
and a master of education, begun
at New Orleans Theological
Seminary and completed at
Towson University. He’s held
director of music positions in
Mississippi, Alabama, Florida and
North Carolina, as well as Middle

River, Gregory Memorial and Oak
Grove Churches in Maryland. He
taught junior and senior high
school music in Maryland, North

Carolina, and
Florida.

He wrote “The
Last Supper,” a reli-
gious drama, and
produced and direct-
ed the production,
including costume
design and set con-
struction. In addition
to Moldova, Solomon
participated in con-
certs and missions
endeavors in England,
France, Italy, Denmark
and Japan.

He plans to contin-
ue as part-time wor-
ship leader at College
Parkway Church, to

travel, and be available for confer-
ring. He’ll have more time to
devote to his family — wife,
Sylvia; son, Terry; grandson,
Hunter — and hobbies of antique
car restoration, photography, ski-
ing, golf and refinishing furniture.

“Dream big and do the impossi-
ble,” he challenges Maryland and
Delaware Baptists. 

Dee Solomon retires after more than 14 years

Dee Solomon and his wife, Sylvia, at his retirement party

Snapshots in            History

Serving Baptists since 1836
• 85 years ago in February…

(Circa 1917) –– The Maryland Baptist Church
Life was published February 1, 1917, by the
Maryland Baptist Young People’s Union.
The monthly paper’s goal was to serve as a
medium of communication between
Maryland Baptist Union Association church-
es.  For 17 years until 1934 the B.Y.P.U. offi-
cers provided this service for the convention
until the MBUA took over publication and
changed the name to the Maryland Baptist
which was the ancestor of today’s
BaptistLIFE.

• 69 years ago in February…

(Circa 1933) –– The SBC Woman’s
Missionary Union renamed the spring offer-
ing for Home Missions to honor a Baltimore
woman—Annie Walker Armstrong.  Miss
Armstrong had begun the offering for Home
Mission in 1889 while she served as the first
Corresponding Secretary of the WMU to
help get the HMB out of debt.  This woman’s
remarkable energy, business skills, and
administrative work in the early years of
WMU was closely matched by her personal
service at her home church, Eutaw Place
Baptist Church, as teacher in Sunday School
and the Mother’s Club and her volunteer
work at the Mother’s Club at Canton
Mission, the City Poorhouse, the Home for
Incurables, and the Union Protestant
Infirmary of Baltimore.  During these years
she also traveled across the south to encour-
age the new women’s mission work and to
visit the Indian Territories to encourage the
missionaries serving there.

“Snapshots” is researched
and compiled from the
archives of BaptistLIFE

and its predecessors.

Compiled by Maryan Brown,
BCM/D historian and 
curator.

“God has blessed Dee

with many gifts and he

has shared those gifts

with our churches. It was

a pleasure to serve as his

ministry assistant.”

– Carol Batson

The women
gather at the
Old Country
Buffet in a
Boston shop-
ping mall.
They laugh
and chat as

they dig into roast beef and ice
cream sundaes.

They could be any group of
young moms and college stu-
dents enjoying a night out. But
they’re not. These women are
recent converts to Islam, cele-
brating the end of Ramadan.

They symbolize a curious
new phenomenon in the wake
of September 11: A surge of
Islamic conversions.

“I said the testimony, and
poof, I was a Muslim,” says
Tiffany Motschenbacher, a
University of Massachusetts
theater major. And she adds, “I
used to feel something was
wrong with me because I
couldn’t grasp the concept of
God. Now I finally had peace
of heart.”

When it comes to Islamic
conversions, you can’t help

but count the ironies.
Throughout history, Islam has
spread through violent con-
quest. Today – after Islamic
radicals killed thousands of
our neighbors —Americans
are voluntarily converting.

Another irony: Around the
country, so-called “seeker
friendly” churches try to
attract people through pop
music and sanctuaries that
resemble shopping malls.
Meanwhile, Islam — which
just suffered a huge public
relations debacle — attracts
converts through what can
only be described as seeker
unfriendly elements: rigid
rules of conduct, dress, and
life.

Islam is now the fastest
growing religion in the United
States. More than thirty per-
cent of mosque attendees are
converts. What is going on?

Well, first, the attacks have
sparked an interest in learning
more about Islam, a religion
that appears exotic to western
eyes. Second, during times of
crisis, religions with clear defi-

nitions of right and wrong
look increasingly attractive.
Karen Courtenay, one of the
new converts who gathered at
the Old Country Buffet, told
NATIONAL POST that many
converts are attracted to
“Islam’s rich mysticism and
clear theology and rules,” its
family values, sense of com-
munity, moral certainty. Some
— especially Hispanic and
African Americans — view the
embrace of Islam as a return to
their roots.

Whatever the reasons for
Islam’s gains, it’s clear that
Christians have our work cut
out for us. We must educate
ourselves so we can explain
the difference between Islam
and Christianity. New converts
to Islam often display a faulty
understanding of both faiths.
For example, Lisa, one of the
diners at the Old Country
Buffet, said, “I liked the fact
that to become a Muslim, you
don’t have to disrespect Jesus.
He is still a prophet, just not
the Son of God.” She doesn’t
seem to realize that placing

Muhammad above Christ is
the ultimate disrespect.

And we ought to rethink
our seeker-friendly approach
and instead boldly teach our
doctrines — what C.S. Lewis
called “Mere Christianity” —
and do it in open and inten-
tional community.

To learn more about Islam,
read my new booklet, “WHEN
NIGHT FELL ON A DIFFER-
ENT WORLD.” And then,
invite your neighbors over for
a potluck. Tell them you’d like
to talk about the differences
between Christianity and
Islam.

In these tumultuous times,
it’s clear people are searching
for God. We can offer them the
simple, magnificent truth to
which no Muslim may lay
claim: That God so loved the
world He gave His only begot-
ten Son that we might live.

Copyright (c)2000 Prison Fellowship
Ministeries. Reprinted with permis-
sion. “BreakPoint with Chuck
Colson” is a radio ministry  of Prison
Fellowship Ministries.

BreakPoint with

Charles Colson Surprise converts: the new Muslims 

Charles Colson
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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. – Thom
Thornton, BCM/D’s new student
ministries consultant/ specialist
grew up in Akron,
Ohio, and was saved
when he was eight
years old at a camp
meeting.  But it wasn’t
until he attended
Jacksonville State
College in Alabama,
that Thornton saw his
life change.

“It became person-
al to me - it became
real,” he said. That
was the result of the
effort of a campus minister. That’s
why Thornton is where he is
today and why he has a heart for
student ministries.

“My campus minister saw some
potential in me and took his time
and energy and invested in me.”

At the urging of that campus
minister, Thornton served on mis-
sion trips. Those trips changed his
life and he never got a chance to
use his degree in production man-
agement. He went on to Seminary.

After graduating, Thornton
served as a campus minister at
Northeastern University in Boston
for eight years, then, most recently
for five years at the United States
Coast Guard Academy in New
London, Connecticut.  

While serving in New England
he met his wife, Lori, who was
serving as a youth minister at a
local church. They’ve been mar-
ried five years and have a daugh-
ter, Katie, who was two-years-old

on Valentine’s Day.
Now his job is to

oversee campus min-
istry in Maryland and
Delaware. He’ll pro-
vide leadership, sup-
port and resources for
youth, college and sin-
gle adult ministries.  

College campuses,
Thornton said, are
probably the largest
un-reached people
group in Maryland and

Delaware. 
There are 40 college campuses

in the Maryland/Delaware area,
12 campus ministries and five full-
time campus ministers. The con-
vention doesn’t have the resources
to hire full-time staff for all of
those colleges. Thornton said link-
ing local churches to colleges and
helping churches see the campus-
es as mission fields is a way to
meet those needs. Campus volun-
teers and semester missionaries
can also help fill the gaps.

One interesting partnership
will provide campus leadership
for Frostburg College in Western
Maryland. Welsh Memorial
Church, also in Frostburg, needs a
student minister, but doesn’t have

the funds to hire one full-time.
BCM/D and Welsh Memorial will
partner to hire one full-time cam-
pus/student minister who will
split his time between the two
ministries. The salary will also be
divided.

Thornton is excited about the
hiring of campus minister Jeffrey
Buffkin after a national search.
Buffkin will work with the
University of
Maryland, College
Park campus. He is a
Virginia native and
attended Virginia
Technical College and
Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary.
He spent eight years
as a campus minister
at Chico State College
in California.
Thornton said there
wasn’t a strong emphasis on cam-
pus ministry before Buffkin began
working, but that changed.
Buffkin, Thornton said, had a pro-
found effect on the campus min-
istry, an effect that continues to
grow. Thornton said he expects
Buffkin to have a similar impact at
College Park.

Thornton hopes to bring youth
ministry together in a new way.
He said there are some very well
developed youth ministries hap-
pening at the association and local
church levels. He hopes to begin
working to help them move in the

same direction – to strategically
focus. He also wants to provide
more opportunities for large quali-
ty group events. Some churches
have only two or three youth and
Thornton hopes to engage them
through these types of events.

Another priority is to provide
training for lay-leaders in youth
ministry. With 450 churches and
only 50 or 60 full-time youth min-

isters, Thornton said
there is a crucial need
for providing training
and resources for these
volunteers. The key, he
said, for reaching the
youth in our churches
isn’t in the 50 or 60
churches with youth
leadership staff – it’s
with the other 400.
Thornton also hopes to
implement a plan for

experienced youth ministers to
shepherd lay-leaders in their areas.

“In working with students
now, one of the greatest thrills for
me is when it makes sense to
them,” Thornton said. “When the
faith that they’ve heard about and
inherited becomes real. That’s a
transitional moment. For a long
time that happened in college, but
more and more it is happening in
youth ministry. The speed of the
world pushed the age back. It
used to be around the age of 18
and 19. Now it’s 14 or 15, and
sometimes younger.”

By Joyce Jackson
Baptist LIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. –
Chad Cravens under-
stands the stresses of
living and working in
an environment where
the Spanish language
both defines and chal-
lenges life. He serves
BCM/D to meet the
needs of the Hispanic
people that he has
come to love. He
explains, “I have a
heart for
Hispanics
and I
want to
see that
they have
an oppor-
tunity to
worship
in their own language.”

Cravens assumed the position
of Hispanic Ministry Director for
Eastern and Delaware Associations
on January 1, 2002, and is already
opening doors of opportunity to
reach individuals and families for
Christ through a variety of min-
istry avenues. While pastoring at
Nueva Esperanza Baptist Church
and Ministry Center, he reached
out to the community through
ESL, children’s tutoring, a clothing
closet, sewing classes, infant care
and even a Spanish class.

Cravens earlier served with the
International Mission Board in
Oaxaca, Mexico where he planted
a new church. While there, he also
met his wife, Matilde. She shared
his love for the Lord and for
Hispanic people. “I just wanted to
serve the Lord, I had no idea I
would leave Mexico to serve God
here,” says Matilde.

Currently, Cravens is investi-
gating the needs for migrant work

ministry. Changes in
the current agriculture
in the region have
caused some activities
of the migrant ministry
to come to a stand still.
This is a challenging
ministry because the
needs and opportuni-
ties are always in flux,
still this does not
diminish the needs of
these people. 

Another goal is to
begin
new
Spanish
Bible
studies in
the area
and to
move
toward

the establishment of more perma-
nent Spanish speaking churches.
There is an opportunity currently
being planned in Eastern
Association, sponsored by Grace
Church of Seaford, Del. Cravens
states, “My hope and
prayer is to birth new
Hispanic churches that
will reproduce and
bring many Hispanic
people to a real and
personal relationship
with God. I would ask
the readers of
BaptistLIFE to pray for
the new work in
Seaford and specifical-
ly, God’s leadership for
Martin Chavez who is
a critical individual in building a
bridge with Hispanics there.”

As a retired International
Mission Board Missionary, Jacob
Shin brings a wealth of experience

and wisdom to the Maryland/
Delaware fields. Shin started in
the role of Language Churches
Consultant for the BCM/D on the
first of the year, also. In addition,
he is involved in teaching courses
on evangelism and missions.  

Shin’s journey into ministry
began as an administrator for the
Korea Baptist Seminary. At age 46
the Lord laid a new burden on the
hearts of Jacob and his wife,
Poong Ja. They left Korea to allow
Jacob to study at Southeastern
Baptist Seminary. God led him
from there to Rockville, Maryland,
where in 1984, he became the
founding pastor of Rockville
Korean Baptist Church. 

Still, God had new plans on
the horizon for a completely new
field of ministry in Japan. The
Shins became the first Korean
Americans appointed as mission-
aries overseas. In Japan, they
served the Korean community for
11 years. 

Now back in Maryland, Shin
hopes to lend his experience to his
fellow laborers. “Whether at home
in Maryland, or as a new pastor

or in Japan as a mis-
sionary, I faced the
same problems and
challenges. These
experiences gave me
the strong life lessons
and tools needed in
ministry. I believe I can
give young pastors
advice, guidance, and
counsel as a spiritual
brother.” Shin is work-
ing to provide a cen-
tral point of contact for

the 80 plus language churches
currently in BCM/D, as well as
encouraging new works as they
begin.

Thornton helps students reach that “transitional“

moment

The new faces of language ministry

Thom Thornton

Jacob Shin

Chad Cravens

Jeffrey Buffkin

“In working with 

students now, one of

the greatest thrills for

me is when it makes

sense to them.

When the faith that

they’ve heard about and

inherited becomes real.

That’s a transitional

moment.”

– Thom Thornton

America’s Moral Fiber
By George Barna

Most Americans are concerned about the moral
condition of the nation, but their concern is generally
with the moral choices of others, rather than any anxi-
ety about their own personal moral failings and igno-
rance.

In a national survey we identified eight specific
moral behaviors – co-habitation, abortion, watching
explicit sexual behaviors in movies, reading porno-
graphic magazines, sexual relations between homo-
sexuals, using profanity, getting drunk, and entertain-
ing sexual fantasies – and asked respondents if they
considered these to be morally acceptable. Less than
one out of every four Christians stated that all eight of
those activities are morally unacceptable. For seven of
the eight behaviors, at least one out of every five
Christians described the activity as morally acceptable.

This erosion of moral sanity can be traced to the
collapse of faith-based moral reasoning. Nearly half of
all adults (44%) base their moral choices on the desire
to do whatever will bring them the most pleasing or
satisfying results. Roughly one-sixth of the adult pub-
lic (17%) bases its moral decisions on what they
believe will make other people happy or minimize
interpersonal conflict. Another one-sixth (17%) credits
the values they were taught by their family as their
dominant moral influence.

Only one out of every four adults (24%) lean pri-
marily upon religious teaching or Bible content when
making moral decisions. Among Christian adults, just
four out of every 10 rely upon the Bible or church
teachings as their primary source of moral guidance.

To address this morality crisis, we may wish to
start teaching biblical values to people at an earlier
age, institute viable accountability processes, reinforce
and celebrate the positive moral choices people do
make, and equip parents to be more effective as the
moral models and teachers for their children.

George Barna is president of Barna Research group and a
well-known speaker and author. (www.barna.org)

Barna Report

“I have a heart for Hispanics and 
I want to see that they have an 
opportunity to worship in their 
own language.”

– Chad Cravens



By Iris White
Associate Editor of Baptist LIFE

COLUMBIA, Md.—After 17
months, Ronnie Drake resigned as
the consultant/special-
ist for African
American Church
Development and
Men’s Ministries effec-
tive January 31, 2002.
Always a pastor at
heart, Drake felt the
Lord’s leadership to
return to the pastorate.
On February 3, he
began his duties as pas-
tor of Temple Church,
Baltimore.

Throughout his tenure at
BCM/D, Drake worked diligently
to encourage African American
churches to join with other
BCM/D churches in an effort to
reach people for Christ.  Because
several of BCM/D’s African
American churches are aligned
with other conventions, including
the D.C. Convention, Drake strived
to set up a network to identify and
coordinate the resources from
these multiple sources. 

Drake cooperated with the
African American Advisory Council
(AAAC) in their effort to reach out to
African American churches. Through
the leadership of this council and
BCM/D’s commitment to church
planting and strengthening congrega-
tions, many more African American
pastors are now actively involved with
BCM/D. Through AAAC, Drake
encouraged the churches to broaden
their scope and become more multi-
cultural in their activities.

Another priority for Drake was
Men’s Ministry. He organized a
Men’s Ministry Council (MMC)
comprised of one man from each
of the 11 associations and one at-

large member. The coun-
cil has been active in
developing strategies for
establishing men’s min-
istries and mission edu-
cation in the churches.
Their goal is three-fold:
to help men become
more complete in the
Lord, their families, and
their communities.

The overwhelming
responses from churches

to begin and expand
men’s ministries were more than
the MMC could handle alone. So
each council member is forming a
team from within their respective
personal resources to provide
training for leaders in men’s min-
istries, RA’s (boys, grades 1-6), and
Challengers (boys, grades 7-12).

Drake joined the BCM/D staff
because he felt the Lord opened
the door. A meeting with David
Lee, BCM/D executive director,
confirmed Drake’s sense of the
Lord’s leading. “One of the things
that attracted me was Lee’s com-
mitment and vision for the conven-
tion. He emphasized the need for
diversifying the convention,”
Drake said. 

“I have enjoyed working at
BCM/D but have felt a longing to
return to the pastorate. In dis-
cussing this with Lee, he encour-
aged me to pray and seek the
Lord’s guidance. Through prayer,
the Lord intensified my longing to

return to the pastorate.” Drake
came to BCM/D from a pastorate
in Illinois.

“Drake has made two significant
contributions to our BCMD mis-
sion effort,” said David Lee. “He
has been a catalyst in reviving our
convention’s men’s ministry effort.
He has also strengthened the con-
nection with numerous African
American pastors and churches in
our multi-state convention.”

Lee says that he feels “like a col-
lege basketball coach who has had
one of his players opt for the pro’s.
Though you will miss his presence,
you are glad that you had that year
with him on the team. I am glad
that we had Ronnie on the team.
He has joined the pro’s. The local
church is where the primary action
is. Just as important, he will play
on the Maryland/Delaware team.”

“I have formed an awesome
relationship with my BCM/D col-
leagues,” Drake said. “It is a joy to
watch their hard work and dedica-
tion to the churches.  I don’t think
the churches understand half of
what the staff produces for them
out in the field. They are dedicated
first to God and their families and
then to the churches within the
convention. It makes me happy
knowing that the convention is in
good hands.”

Drake has a counseling degree
from Chicago Theological
Seminary and 13 years experience
as a psychotherapist where he
dealt mainly with chronically ill
patients.  Drake and his wife,
Helen, have three children, Ronnie,
Jonathan and Helena.
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•President Bush lauds Criswell as important 
spiritual leader

WASHINGTON (BP) — President Bush joined
Southern Baptists and religious leaders across the
nation paying homage to the life and ministry of W.A.
Criswell, pastor emeritus of the First Baptist Church
of Dallas and former president of the Southern Baptist
Convention.

Criswell, longtime pastor of the First Baptist
Church of Dallas, and founder of Criswell College,
died in the early morning hours of Jan. 10 in a private
residence. He was 92.

“Dr. Criswell was an important spiritual leader for
America,” Bush said in a prepared statement to
Baptist Press. “He was a man of deep and abiding
faith who brought comfort to the thousands who
heard his message of hope, love and compassion.”   
He served as pastor of one of the nation’s largest
Southern Baptist congregations from 1944 until 1991
when he was given the title of senior pastor. He had
held the title of pastor emeritus since 1994.

He is survived by his wife, Betty; daughter Mabel
Ann; and two grandsons.

•Baptist World Aid sends emergency grants for
Congo disaster relief

WASHINGTON (BP) — Baptist World Aid
(BWAid), the relief and development arm of the
Baptist World Alliance, has made initial emergency
grants of $30,000 to help those who have fled the vol-
canic eruption of Mount Nyiragongo. 

In an urgent request to BWAid, Faustin Bashaka,
the general secretary of the Baptist Association in
Rwanda (AEBR) said that many fleeing the eruption
had crossed the border at Gisenyi, Rwanda, and were
seeking shelter in Baptist buildings. He had spoken
on the phone with one Congolese Baptist leader, now
in Gisenyi, who reported that his Baptist headquar-
ters, secondary and primary schools had been buried
by the lava.

The emergency grant will be used to purchase
food and cooking utensils to assist those who have
sought shelter in Baptist buildings in Rwanda.
However, with many thousands of people on the
move, more funds will be needed to help those who
have been made homeless, officials said.

•Deadline nears to rejoin Social Security system 
Ministers in Maryland and Delaware and around

the country who have opted out of the Social Security
system have only three months left if they wish to
rejoin the program.

April 15 is the deadline for filing papers with the
Internal Revenue Service that allows ministers to
revoke their exemption from self-employment Social
Security taxes, according to the Church Law and Tax
Report, published by the North Carolina-based
Christian Ministry Resources.

The IRS classifies ministers as self-employed for
Social Security purposes. But when they are ordained
the tax code allows ministers to exempt themselves
from Social Security taxes if they have ideological
objections to receiving Social Security benefits. Some
ministers opted out of the system, which means they
do not qualify for Medicare and other Social Security
benefits.

The IRS code states that this exemption cannot be
revoked.  In 1999 Congress approved a one-time peri-
od during which ministers can rejoin the Social
Security system if they file Form 2031 with the IRS by
April 15 and pay Social Security taxes as of Jan 1,
2000, or Jan. 1, 2001.

Form 2031 can be obtained by calling 1-800-TAX-
FORM or from the IRS website at www.irs.gov.

(Source: The Religious Herald)

•Indonesian Christians in great peril
Jihad terrorists continue to attack Christians in

Indonesia. They attacked several Christian villages in
early November. Hundreds of Muslim “holy” war-
riors appeared from out of the jungles, setting fire to
most of the homes and destroying the churches. The
region has been the setting of intense fighting
between Christian natives and Muslim “holy war
invaders.” Since the fighting began in 1999, over 8,000
people have died, and an estimated 500,000 have been
forced to flee their homes.          

(Source: Church Around The World)

Bits and Pieces

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. – Apologetics
and post-modernism – two of
today’s hottest buzzwords in
Christendom will be the primary
topics at this year’s evangelism
conference. The theme is
“Finishing the
race…Completing the
task.” The goal is to equip
and encourage God’s peo-
ple, including pastors,
deacons, lay-leaders, and
anyone interested in
advancing God’s king-
dom.

The conference, one of
the biggest events the con-
vention sponsors each
year, will be April 22 and
23 at the Clarion Resort
Fontainbleau Hotel in Ocean City.
It’s free, but pre-registration is
required by April 12. 

Sessions begin at 8:30 a.m. on
Monday and conclude at 3 p.m. on
Tuesday. 

This year’s speakers are David
George, S.A. “Sonny” Adkins, Cass
Dale, Frank Harber, Gary Frost, James
Emery White and Will McRaney.

George, pastor of Lake Arlington
Baptist Church, in Arlington, Texas,
will be the conference pastor and
will carry the theme throughout the
two-day event.  

Adkins is the evangelism direc-
tor of the Mississippi Baptist
Convention. Rick Hancock,
BCM/D’s evangelism consultant,
said Adkins would provide the

“fire” for the conference, leading
the evangelism charge.

Harber is on the staff of the
Institute of Christian Defense in
Fort Worth, Texas, and will talk
about apologetics – defense of the
Christian faith – and how to take
an absolute faith into a world with-

out absolutes.
Frost works for the North

American Mission Board and is
involved in an evangelism effort to
reach strategic cities. Hancock said
Frost will share ways to use
NAMB’s principles to reach the
larger cities in our state convention
– Baltimore, Annapolis, Washington,
Dover and Wilmington.

White, pastor of Mecklenburg
Community Church, in Charlotte,
North Carolina, and McRaney, co-
founder and senior consultant of
Ministry Enhancement Group, will
speak about reaching the lost in a
post-modern world and making
the church relevant to the culture
we live in.

Dale is a futurist who will tell how

the church will probably look in the
next five to ten years and beyond.  

“He will make us think,”
Hancock said.  Some will agree,
others will just shake their heads
and think it’s just crazy, he said.

Small workshops will be offered
in the key topic areas of apologet-

ics and post-modernism.
There will also be workshops
for children, youth and family
evangelism.  A special session
is planned for church
planters.

Jim Murray, formerly with
the Grammy and Dove award
winning Imperials quartet,
will be the guest musician.

Del Morgan, of Covenant
Church, Columbia, will be the
worship leader.  

Hancock said that he
hopes the two-day conference

will refresh and inspire those who
attend. That’s one of the reasons it
will be at the ocean. He hopes cou-
ples will come and relax, spend
some time together, and go back
ready to lead their church in new
evangelism efforts.

“What we are hoping for,”
Hancock said, “is that God would
begin to challenge us to think of
how to make evangelism a top pri-
ority in every area of ministry.”

Hancock quoted a recent statis-
tic he heard that five people are
born every two seconds.

“We have got to reach people
for Christ!”

For more information, call 800-466-
5290 or visit  www.bcmd.org.

Drake resigns BCM/D position to

pastor Temple

Evangelism conference back in 

Ocean City

Ronnie Drake



Aberdeen Korean 840.00          0.00
Abundant Life 0.00             0.00
Abyssinia 500.00 0.00
African American Int’l 0.00 0.00
Agape BC of Washngton 0.00 0.00
All Nations 60.00 0.00
Allen Memorial 95,559.89 0.00
Alpha 800.00 0.00
Antioch Mission 180.00 43.34
Arabic Gospel 0.00 0.00
Arbutus 1,027.57 2,571.65
Ashton 15,228.03 1,397.55
Atlantic Street 0.00 0.00
Baltimore Chinese 1,500.00 0.00
Barnesville 9,600.00 0.00
Bayside 20,400.00 0.00
Bayview Mission 0.00 0.00
Beacon 300.00 0.00
Bedford Road 801.00 0.00
Bel Air Korean 100.00 0.00
Bel Forest 8,748.47 0.00
Belair 1,417.4 00.00
Belvedere 2,004.00 0.00
Berea 0.00 0.00
Berean, Clinton 120.00 0.00
Berean, Frederick 9,485.00 0.00
Berwyn 36,240.43 0.00
Bethany 19,678.76 0.00
Bethany Lane 6,875.81 0.00
Bethel 38,229.96 0.00
Bowie Holy Spirit 600.00 0.00
Brantly 3,520.00 0.00
Broadneck 0.00 330.00
Broadview 0.00 0.00
Burtonsville 3,075.00 0.00
Callaway 4,050.52 0.00
Calvary, Bel Air 80,806.00 0.00
Calvary, Rising Sun 15,183.10 0.00
Calvary, Towson 1,567.00 2,967.00
Calvary, Upper Malboro 15,645.92 0.00
Calverton 9,686.55 0.00
Canton 2,493.54 0.00
Carsins Run 600.00 0.00
Catonsville 767.34 2,763.82
Central 400.00 0.00
Church of the Great Commission 2,916.62 0.00
Chestnut Ridge 100.00 1,000.00
Christ Creative 50.00 0.00
Christ Memorial 3,316.96 473.52
Christ Sent 0.00 0.00
Christian 0.00 600.00
Christian Fellowship Calvert 3,380.12 0.00
Christian Family 0.00 0.00
Christian Unity 0.00 0.00
Christ's Community 3,741.48 0.00
Church at Riverside 2,836.90 500.00
Claremont 0.00 0.00
Clinton 17,587.99 0.00
Cobb Island 2,266.18 437.73
Cockeysville 3,300.00 0.00
Colesville 15,000.00 0.00
Colgate 1,186.50 0.00
College Parkway 15,708.25 3,444.11
Colonial 43,383.29 0.00
Colonial Deaf 0.00 0.00
Columbia B. Fellowship 1,984.00 6,350.00
Columbia Chinese 800.00 0.00
Conowingo 31,922.37 0.00
Cordova 240.00 0.00
Cornerstone 750.00 0.00
Cornerstone Bible 0.00 0.00
Cornerstone International 0.00 0.00
Cornerstone Peaceful 800.00 0.00
Covenant Christian Fellowship 0.00 219.63
Covenant Korean 600.00 0.00
Covenant, Columbia 16,679.70 0.00
Covenant, Shepherdstown 3,000.00 0.00
Cresthill 5,968.82 1,154.98 
Crossroads, ABA 1,325.00 0.00
Crossroads Comm., WV 2,505.23 2,894.10
Crossroads Community, BBA 300.00 0.00
CrossRoads Community, SBA 231.00 0.00
Crossroads Mont. Cnty 5,701.76 0.00
David Memorial 150.00 0.00
Daybreak Community 0.00 0.00
Deep Creek 4,444.88 0.00
Delaware Korean 1,170.00 0.00
Disciples Bible 0.00 558.00
Dong Moon 0.00 0.00
Dublin Missionary 1,390.82 0.00
Dunkirk 24,265.46 0.00
EB du Calvaire 300.00 0.00
Ebenezer Full Gospel 220.00 0.00
Edgemere 0.00 0.00
Edgewood 5,810.41 0.00
El Bethel 2,100.00 0.00
Elders 53,605.17 0.00
Elkridge 11,660.23 0.00
Elvaton 19,650.41 0.00
Emmanuel Haitian 0.00 0.00
Emmanuel United 0.00 0.00
Emmanuel, Finksburg 1,159.70 0.00
Emmanuel, Gambrills 11,091.07 0.00
Emmanuel, Huntingtown 11,255.09 0.00
Emmanuel, Laurel 5,400.00 0.00
Expectation Bible 0.00 0.00
Fair Haven 1,133.21 0.00
Faith Community 87.60 0.00
Faith Southern 9,201.54 0.00
Faith, Glen Burnie 76,645.68 0.00
Faith, Hampstead 4,223.00 0.00
Faith, Knoxville 38,664.10 0.00
Faith, Laurel 18,611.42 0.00
FBC of Suitland 27,121.64 0.00
FBC, Princess Anne 11,131.96 0.00
FBC, Aberdeen 5,994.00 0.00
FBC, Baltimore 0.00 0.00
FBC, Beltsville 3,250.00 0.00
FBC, Berlin 22,125.17 0.00
FBC, Brooklyn 9,163.19 0.00
FBC, Brunswick 3,481.71 0.00
FBC, Cambridge 38,987.20 0.00
FBC, Capitol Heights 0.00 0.00
FBC, Chestertown 979.00 0.00
FBC, Crisfield 4,631.66 0.00
FBC, Crofton 16,666.01 1,967.21
FBC, Cumberland 2,555.00 0.00
FBC, Damascus 7,299.30 0.00
FBC, Delmar 13,497.77 0.00
FBC, Dundalk 20,975.00 0.00
FBC, East New Market 1,277.99 0.00
FBC, Easton 35,641.25 0.00
FBC, Eastport 4,074.59 0.00
FBC, Edgewater 7,196.69 0.00
FBC, Elkton 3.00 3,157.00
FBC, Essex 3,896.21 0.00
FBC, Frederick 28,932.44 11,683.01
FBC, Fruitland 1,720.59 0.00
FBC, Girdletree 4,831.00 0.00
FBC, Gray Manor 0.00 0.00
FBC, Hagerstown 10,151.68 0.00
FBC, Havre de Grace 15,585.44 0.00
FBC, Hurlock 4,716.67 0.00
FBC, Kent Island 6,959.65 0.00
FBC, Keyser 343.00 0.00
FBC, Kingsville 1,230.19 0.00
FBC, La Plata 15,400.00 0.00
FBC, Lansdowne 2,768.00 0.00
FBC, Laurel 126,628.03 0.00
FBC, Mardela Springs 5,737.01 0.00
FBC, Marydel 1,525.40 428.04
FBC, Mount Ranier 6,667.93 534.92
FBC, North East 15,515.33 8,107.00
FBC, Perryville 18,945.46 0.00
FBC, Pocomoke City 21,134.13 0.00
FBC, Rockville 54,583.10 3,546.21

2001 Cooperative Program & BCM/D designated gifts

New Jericho 760.00 0.00
New Jerusalem 0.00 0.00
New Life Community 464.28 1,462.93
New Life Korean 0.00 0.00
New Redeemer 800.00 0.00
New Solid Rock 0.00 0.00
New Vision Bible 90.00 0.00
Noel Korean 1,000.00 0.00
North Arundel 4,430.36 0.00
North Baptist 2,534.95 0.00
North Glen 6,124.09 0.00
North Harford 25,765.88 0.00
North Point 4,559.37 0.00
North Star 2,788.68 0.00
Northeast 3,182.57 0.00
Northside 5,980.00 3,505.00
Northwest 28,809.00 0.00
Northwinds 885.00 0.00
Oak Grove 200,025.06 0.00
Oak Ridge 8,609.79 0.00
Oasis 400.00 0.00
Ocean City 25,884.49 0.00
Ogletown 72,374.11 0.00
Oldfield Community 0.00 0.00
Oldtown 3,099.00 0.00
Olney 15,984.26 0.00
One Hope Korean 0.00 0.00
Onnury Korean 750.00 0.00
Open Bible Deaf 0.00 0.00
Open Bible House 0.00 0.00
Open Korean 120.00 0.00
Oxon Hill 8,274.85 0.00
Paramount 17,492.44 0.00
Parkton Community 772.13 262.32
Parkville 18,967.05 0.00
Patterson Park 215.24 1,937.20
Peninsula 3,165.99 0.00
Philippine Intl, Baltimore 802.01 0.00
Philippine Intl, Olney 700.00 0.00
Phillippine Intl, Bowie 582.00 0.00
Pilgrim's Way Bible 675.00 0.00
Pine Grove 3.00 4.00
Pinesburg 0.00 0.00
Pitts Creek 1,370.40 0.00
Pleasant Rock 0.00 0.00
Pleasant Valley 12,856.66 0.00
Pleasant View, Port Deposit 25,505.79 0.00
Pleasant View, Oakland 3,584.17 0.00
Poolesville 3,900.00 0.00
Porters Grove 750.00 0.00
Potomac Heights 38,945.10 0.00
Precious Fountain 600.00 0.00
Prince of Peace 1,192.15 0.00
Progressive 1,100.00 0.00
Promise Missionary 108.00 0.00
Real Life Community 250.00 0.00
Redland 16,486.84 0.00
Rehoboth 4,515.46 0.00
Reisterstown 14,036.20 0.00
Riva Trace 9,280.42 0.00
Riverside, Baltimore 5,940.00 0.00
Riverside, Oxon Hill 0.00 0.00
Rockville Korean 0.00 0.00
Rolling Hills 1,754.69 0.00
Rush 876.97 0.00
Seaside 4,929.98 0.00
Seat Pleasant 0.00 0.00
Second 13,559.61 0.00
Second & Fourth 4,926.17 0.00
Seven Locks 200.00 1,250.00
Seventh 1,550.00 0.00
Severn 77,293.28 0.00
Severn Korean 380.00 0.00
Severna Park 21,434.43 0.00
Sharon Bible Fellowship 0.00 0.00
Shelbourne 4,923.99 0.00
Slavic Mission 0.00 0.00
Smithsburg Valley 11,307.59 0.00
Smyrna 3,739.34 0.00
Solid Rock 385.52 40.00
Solid Rock, DC 0.00 0.00
Solomon's Inspiratnl 0.00 0.00
South Columbia 68,195.00 0.00
South End 37,086.35 0.00
South Shore 44,402.60 0.00
Southern Calvert 34,611.59 0.00
Spence 12,655.43 0.00
St. James 0.00 0.00
St. James Inspiratnl 0.00 0.00
St. John's 0.00 0.00
St. Mary's Mssionary 0.00 0.00
St. Timothy's 0.00 0.00
Stoney Run 2,466.00 0.00
Streetlight C. F. 5,600.00 0.00
Summit Trace 4,000.00 0.00
Tabernacle, Balt. 14,309.25 0.00
Tabernacle, Ft. Wash. 0.00 0.00
Tae Sung Korean 0.00 0.00
Takoma Park Hispanic 0.00 0.00
Tamil Christian 0.00 0.00
Taneytown 7,336.00 0.00
Temple 13,383.33 0.00
The Bible Church, SBC 0.00 0.00
Towne 26,134.47 0.00
Travilah 1,025.17 0.00
Tri-County 3,712.14 2,100.48
Trinity 27,197.44 1,118.30
Truth Chapel 0.00 0.00
Tyrannus Korean 19,550.00 0.00
Union 0.00 0.00
United 10,620.89 0.00
Unity 1,525.19 0.00
University 1,694.42 625.00
Uplift 0.00 0.00
Upper Seneca 4,884.88 0.00
VA. Ave. Vietnamese 0.00 0.00
Valley, Lutherville 23,723.28 0.00
Valley, Middletown 3,832.06 0.00
Victory Temple 0.00 0.00
Viers Mill 12,000.00 0.00
Viers Mill Spanish 0.00 0.00
Vietnamese 430.00 0.00
Village 1,000.00 0.00
Virginia Avenue 6,819.00 0.00
Washington Street 0.00 0.00
Watersedge 3,241.82 0.00
Waynesboro Korean 632.13 0.00
Weems Creek 25,495.82 0.00
Welsh Memorial 3,900.20 0.00
West End 8,087.71 0.00
Westminster 39,503.45 0.00
West Hyattsville 0.00 0.00
Wheaton Woods 0.00 0.00
White Marsh 52,335.76 0.00
White Plains 13,803.76 0.00
Whitehall 24,674.44 0.00
Wildwood 21,600.91 0.00
Woodbrook 912.10 16,710.04
Woolford Memorial 1,300.00 0.00
Zion Hill 0.00 0.00

OTHER 1,995.00 0.00

Totals $4,127,751.74 $111,928.26

FBC, Savage 11,500.00 0.00
FBC, Shady Side 4,083.24 0.00
FBC, St. Charles 18,143.46 0.00
FBC, Thurmont 5,342.02 0.00
FBC, Waldorf 43,675.48 0.00
FBC, Welcome 1,000.00 0.00
FBC, Westernport 2,409.00 0.00
Fellowship, Silver Spring 1,000.00 0.00
Fenwick Island 6,600.00 0.00
Ferndale 0.00 0.00
First English 3,802.40 0.00
First Haitian Berachah 50.00 0.00
First Haitian, Wmsburg 669.00 0.00
First Hispanic Laurel 0.00 0.00
First Hispanic, Adelphi 2,340.00 0.00
First Korean 760.00 0.00
First Pilgrim Haitian 0.00 0.00
First Southern 29,917.65 0.00
First Vietnamese 1,000.00 0.00
Forest 5,303.90 0.00
Forest Hill Communty 1,993.89 0.00
Forest Park 0.00 0.00
Forestville 3,645.06 53.00
Fountain Community 1,080.00 0.00
Frederick Korean 100.00 0.00
Freedom Way 0.00 0.00
Friendship, Sykesville 40,248.36 0.000
Friendship, Newark 17,875.94 0.00
Georgia Avenue 23,088.92 1,139.88
Germantown 20,758.18 0.00
Gethsemane 36,000.00 0.00
Glen Burnie 88,311.32 0.00
Glen Echo 0.00 0.00
Glenn Dale 6,146.38 0.00
Global Mission, Silver Spring 65,000.00 0.00
Global Mission, Baltimore 600.00 0.00
Glory 0.00 0.00
Good News Bible 0.00 0.00
Goodwill 5,307.96 0.00
Gospel Missionary 0.00 0.00
Grace Life 1,000.00 0.00
Grace of God Fllwshp 0.00 0.00
Grace, Baltimore 0.00 0.00
Grace, Bryans Road 12,219.28 0.00
Grace, Cumberland 9,859.27 0.00
Grace, Seaford 11,016.42 0.00
Grace, Sunset Beach 8,106.00 0.00
Grace, Westminster 500.00 0.00
Graceland 9,354.56 0.00
Greater Fellowship 0.00 0.00
Greater Spiritual 200.00 400.00
Greater Victory 0.00 0.00
Greenbelt 0.00 1,360.33
Greenbrier 2,174.58 0.00
Greenridge 88,072.34 0.00
Greensboro 58,172.21 0.00
Gunpowder 18,299.00 0.00
Hagerstown Korean 275.00 0.00
Haitian Mission 0.00 0.00
Hampden 3,796.00 0.00
Hampstead 200.00 0.00
Hanuel Roganeun Korean 0.00 0.00
Harbor Heights 838.00 0.00
Harrington 2,676.00 0.00
Harvest 12,349.48 0.00
Hazelwood 12,940.90 0.00
Heartland 3,529.49 0.00
Heritage 1,540.52 19,280.05
Hockessin 19,921.00 0.00
Holy House Community 1,000.00 0.00
Hope 15,292.14 0.00
Horizon 1,342.94 0.00
Hosanna Korean 0.00 0.00
Hughesville 20,500.00 0.00
Huntingdon 0.00 0.00
Huntington Chinese 0.00 0.00
Iglesia Bautista Alpha & Omega 934.00 0.00
IB Emmanuel 1,242.00 0.00
IB Montrose 237.00 0.00
IBH de Gaithersburg 275.00 0.00
IBH de Rockville 4,950.00 0.00
Immanuel Korean 300.00 0.00
Immanuel, Baltimore 5,363.59 0.00
Immanuel, Hispanic 0.00 0.00
Immanuel, Salisbury 26,315.66 0.00
Indian Head 9,138.67 0.00
Infinity 30.00 0.00
Jessup 17,479.05 0.00
Jesus Christ the Good Shepherd 321.30 0.00
Joppa Road 2,420.45 0.00
Kensington 2,957.32 0.00
Kent 11,344.88 0.00
Kettering 52,090.60 369.64
Kingdom 387.46 0.00
Korean BC of Faith 0.00 0.00
Korean Central 0.00 0.00
Korean of Washington 1,700.00 0.00
Lake Shore 695.59 2,956.27
Landover Hills 20,408.00 0.00
Latter Day 0.00 0.00
Laurel 540.44 0.00
Laurel Korean 1,300.00 0.00
LaVale 9,782.76 0.00
Laytonsville 1,602.22 0.00
LeDetroit 0.00 0.00
Lee Street Memorial 4,555.58 0.00
Leonardtown 40,193.80 0.00
Lexington Park 51,950.43 0.00
Liberty 10,208.30 0.00
Lighthouse 725.00 0.00
Linthicum 9,084.14 0.00
Little David 0.00 0.00
Little Meadows 1,457.28 0.00
Loch Raven 3,744.96 0.00
London Village 878.00 0.00
Long Green 17,482.00 0.00
Lynnhaven 41,946.28 0.00
Manchester 2,500.00 0.00
Maple View 3,418.89 0.00
Marbury 21,777.78 0.00
Marion 705.00 0.00
Mars Hill 4,563.43 0.00
Maryland 0.00 0.00
Maryland City 4,400.73 0.00
Maryland Point 2,652.00 0.00
Mason Dixon 11,931.00 0.00
Maugansville 1,296.06 0.00
Maryland Central Korean 100.00 200.00
Meadows 0.00 0.00
Memorial Heights 6,233.64 0.00
Merritt Park 0.00 0.00
Middle River 46,243.70 0.00
Miracle Korean 0.00 0.00
Mision Biblica Josue 2,076.16 0.00
Mission Evangelica 50.00 0.00
Monroe Memorial 60.00 0.00
Montgomery 0.00 0.00
Montgomery Chinese 2,400.00 0.00
Montgomery Korean 410.00 0.00
Montrose 0.00 0.00
Mount Airy 21,939.50 0.00
Mt. Calvary 14,600.00 0.00
Mt. Sinai 0.00 0.00
Myersville 6,388.26 0.00
Nanjemoy 12,900.00 0.00
New American 150.00 0.00
New Bethel Bethesda 498.20 0.00
New Christian Bible 554.00 0.00
New Covenant Community 1,576.57 0.00
New Day, Balt. 10,641.31 0.00
New Fellowship 0.00 0.00
New Hope Center 452.50 0.00
New Hope Community 6,596.37 0.00
New Hope of PG 1,875.00 0.00
New Hope, Lothian 100.00 0.00
New Image 25.00 25.00

Editor’s Note: The above giving statistics represent what BCM/D 
churches contributed to the Convention in 2001. Church names 
have been abbreviated  for space considerations. The CP
category stands for Cooperative Program, gifts that are split 
59/41 between the BCM/D and the Southern Baptist Convention. 
The BCM/D category represents designated gifts for BCM/D
causes.  Annie Armstrong, State Missions and Lottie Moon Offerings
are not included in the above. The BCM/D budget is on a January -
December basis.
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Question:
You’ve given us

a pretty bleak pic-
ture. Is there any-
thing good you can
tell those of us who
are raising an
Attention

Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder
(ADHD) child? 
Dr. Dobson Responds: 

There are some advantages to
having attention deficit disorder
(ADD). In a sense, even the word
disorder is misleading because the
syndrome has many positive fea-
tures. As Time reported, “[ADD
adults] see themselves as creative;
their impulsiveness can be viewed
as spontaneity; hyperactivity gives
them enormous energy and drive;
even their distractibility has the
virtue of making them alert to
changes in the environment. Kids
with ADHD are wild, funny, effer-
vescent. They have lots of life.

Let’s not forget, also, that ADD
can be treated successfully in
many cases. 
Question:

What kind of treatment is
available? 
Dr. Dobson Responds: 

Treatment involves a range of
factors, beginning with education.
The adult with ADD is often
greatly relieved to learn that he or
she has an identifiable, treatable
condition. Dr. Robert Reid from
the University of Nebraska calls it
the “label of forgiveness.” He said,

“The kid’s problems are not his
parents’ fault, not the teacher’s
fault, not the kid’s fault.” That is
good news to the person who has
been told all his life that he’s
dumb, stupid, lazy, obnoxious,
and disruptive. 

The first step in rebuilding the
self-concept of an adult, then, is to
get an understanding of the forces
operating within. My advice to
that individual and to his or her
family is to read, read, read! One
helpful book for laymen is Driven
to Distraction, by Edward
Hallowell, M.D., and John Ratey,
M.D. An excellent set of cassette
tapes by these authors is also
available. Another well-written
book by a Christian psychologist
is entitled The Hyperactive Child, by
Grant Martin, Ph.D.

The second step is to teach the
ADD person, especially the adult,
to minimize his or her distractibili-
ty and impulsivity. They can learn
to use “to-do lists,” daily calen-
dars, schedules and written plans.
“It ain’t easy,” as they say, but it
can be done. 

The third step is to secure the
assistance of what Hallowell and
Ratey call “a coach.” A knowl-
edgeable friend is needed to stand
nearby with a whistle — offering
encouragement, pointing out mis-
takes, teaching and modifying
behavior. If a wise instructor can
teach a novice to play tennis or
golf, a caring coach can help a per-
son with ADD learn to behave in

more successful ways. 
In regard to children, a knowl-

edgeable professional is needed to
advise and encourage parents who
are often bewildered and frustrated
by behavior they neither control
nor understand.

Finally, there are the consider-
able benefits to the use of pre-
scription drugs for both children
and adults. Approximately 70 per-
cent of ADD patients benefit from
appropriate medication.

Surprisingly, certain stimulants
are often effective in helping ADD
children—including those who are
hyperactive. No one knows exact-
ly how they work, but they proba-
bly affect the electrochemical
processes in frontal lobes of the
brain that regulate behavior. The
most commonly prescribed drug
is Ritalin, although some patients
do better on Dexedrine or Cylert.
In some instances, these sub-
stances have a remarkably positive
effect.

The entire Complete Marriage and Family
Home Reference Guide is available at Focus
on the Family’s Online Resource Center. 

Dr. James Dobson is president and
founder of Focus on the Family. 
This article was excerpted from Complete
Marriage and Family Home Reference Guide
by Dr. James Dobson with the permission
of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.
Copyright © 2000 by James Dobson, Inc.
All rights reserved. International 
copyright secured. 

ADHD

Information
Questions and Answers with 

Dr. Dobson

By Amy Patrick    

As the new Care
Now Coordinator
at BFCS, I wanted

to take this opportunity to
introduce myself.  I was
born and raised in the
BCM/D at Oak Grove
Church and then attended
Salisbury State University
where I received a
Bachelor’s in Psychology.  I then
moved to Ft. Worth, Texas to
attend Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary where I met
and married my husband, Bryan,
while pursuing Master’s Degrees
in Marriage and Family Counseling
and Christian Education. This past
August God called me back to
BCM/D when Bryan was hired as
Minister of Worship and Music at
First Church, Laurel.  Not long
after we moved to Maryland, I

was hired at BFCS and I
am now serving in the
capacity of Care Now
coordinator.

Care Now provides
a continuum of services
to the staff and mem-
bers of BCM/D church-
es. Our information and
referral service pro-
vides links to resources
such as food banks,

shelters, and rent and utility assis-
tance that can partner with the
church to provide assistance to
families.  We also do in-depth,
strength-based and solution-
focused assessment for families in
need of ongoing assistance.  When
long-term services are necessary, a
case manager from BFCS is
assigned to the family.  This case
manager helps to coordinate
sponsorship gifts at Christmas,
Easter, and Back-to-School times,

in addition to helping the families
get connected with the resources
that they need to achieve their goals.  

For those families who have
greater needs, a “wraparound
team” including relatives, natural
support people, and community
volunteers is assembled.  This
team of people, facilitated by the
BFCS case manager, identifies the
needs of the family and then
develops an individualized plan
where each team member plays a
role in meeting the needs.  The
most intense family treatment
offered is in-home services for
those families who are at an
extreme safety risk or are in dan-
ger of breaking up.  In this
instance, the case manager is in
contact with the family on a daily
basis and it may be necessary for
the family to restrict contact with
one another for a limited time
while a wraparound team is being

organized and the family’s safety
is ensured.

As a minister’s wife, I know
that the time demands on a
church staff and its members are
great.  The Care Now program is
designed to directly minister to
families in need that are referred
by BCM/D churches.  We have a
program in place that can provide
attention and care to the families
of your congregation.  As it says
in 1 John 3:18, “My little children,
let us not love in word or in
tongue, but in deed and in truth.”
We hope that you will partner
with us in giving kids and fami-
lies a new start through the work
of Care Now. 

For more information, call 
410-872-1050.
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Bob Gerstmeyer
BFCS Executive Director

Amy Patrick
Care Now Coordinator

By Bob Gerstmeyer

Baptist Family &
Children’s
Services adminis-

ters a number of pro-
grams, from counsel-
ing to professional
training to treatment
foster care. Perhaps the
one program that has
the broadest and most
direct impact on the
churches of the
BCM/D is Care Now. Recently, I

have begun to meet
with pastors and con-
gregations to explain
even more clearly Care
Now’s mission and the
tools we use to accom-
plish it. These meetings
have been tremendous-
ly positive, as pastors
have recognized how
our professional staff
and case-management
capabilities can greatly
support their ministries.

I look forward to meeting with

even more representatives of our
churches.  

Through Care Now, BFCS
offers comprehensive and direct
service to the families and chil-
dren of our two-state convention.
These services include case man-
agement, tangible assistance like
emergency funding to keep utili-
ties running, as well as the provi-
sion of gifts for Christmas, Easter
and birthdays for needy children.
Our efforts through Care Now
also include needs-based mentor-
ing for families in trouble. If called

for, we stand ready to offer even
more intense services to stabilize
and heal a family that may be
falling apart.

If you or your pastor would
like to learn more about Care
Now and how it can impact your
church and your community,
please feel free to contact my
office using the telephone num-
bers below. Also, I have asked
Mrs. Amy Patrick, the coordinator
of Care Now, to write a brief
introduction to both herself and
the program. 

Care Now 101: Getting to know how we can help 

Care Now News

McCormick Professional
Training:
“Parenting Power: Skills and
Curriculum for Parent Educators”
Thursday, Feb. 28, 9 am to 5 pm
and Friday, Mar. 1, 9 am to 12:30
pm.  $156 (9.75 CEUs)

“Holistic Responses to Problems of
Contemporary Families” March 13-
14, 9 am to 5 pm both days.  $207
(13 CEUs)

Church Weekday Educators:
“CWE Spring Make-and-Take
Workshop” March 23.

Baptist Family & Children’s Services
7175 Columbia Gateway Dr., Ste. F Columbia, MD 21046-2537

Phone: 410-872-1050  •  800-621-8834  •  Fax: 410-872-1047 
E-mail: baptistfamily@baptistfamily.org www.baptistfamily.org

Would you like to be on our e-mail list? Send a message to: baptistfamily@baptistfamily.org
Reprinted in Baptist LIFE with special permission 

of Bil Keane.

THE FAMILY CIRCUS®

by Bil Keane

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Baptist Family & Children’s Services

James Dobson
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ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT/TREASURER –
University Baptist Church, College
Park, Md has an opening for a full
time Administrative Assistant/
Treasurer. Send resume to Personnel
Advisory Committee, 3515 Campus
Drive, College Park, MD 20740

CHURCH PIANIST – Must have
good sight-reading skills and be able
to play hymns and contemporary
church music. Services required for
Sunday morning worship service and
weekly choir rehearsals. Paid position.
College Parkway Baptist Church, 410-
647-5594; FAX 410-647-5179.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ILLINOIS
CONVENTION – The Illinois Baptist
Executive Director Search Committee
is receiving recommendations for the
position of Executive Director. All rec-
ommendations should be sent in writ-
ing to Kevin Kerr Chairman, 320
Covington Drive, Waterloo, Illinois
62298.

FULL-TIME MINISTER OF YOUTH
Cresthill Baptist Church in Bowie, MD,
is seeking a FT Minister of Youth.
Looking for someone who is in harmo-
ny with our mission statement, “To
Bring, Build, Send,” is called by God
and committed for the long haul to
minister to youth. Minimum
Bachelor’s degree with 5 years experi-
ence working with youth, able to set
direction for youth ministry, develop
adult leadership, lead and disciple
young people, sees youth ministry as
ministry first and activities second.
Send cover letter, including personal
testimony and resume, to Chairman,
Min. of Youth Search Comm., Cresthill
Baptist Church, 6510 Laurel-Bowie
Rd., Bowie, MD 20715. Check us out,
www.cresthill.org.

FULL-TIME MINISTER OF MUSIC
Seeking full-time Minister of Music
and Worship. Please send resume to
Personnel Committee, Mt. Carmel
Baptist Church, 8645 Kenwood Road,
Cincinnati, Ohio 45242.

ORGANIST – Seeking: Organist for
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. worship. Musical
style of 8:30 worship is traditional,

11:00 a.m. blended. For further infor-
mation, please contact Gary Morrison
(410-686-8810).

PASTOR – First Baptist Church of
Suitland (FBCS) is seeking a dynamic
individual who is a great communica-
tor and has a heart for people of all
ages to serve as pastor. FBCS is a mul-
ticultural congregation located in a
community with many opportunities
for Christian growth and outreach.
Candidates are asked to send resumes
to FBCS Pastoral Search Committee,
5400 Silver Hill Road, Forestville, MD
20747

PART-TIME KEYBOARD/PIANIST
Rolling Hills Baptist Church is seeking
a part-time keyboard/pianist. Address
inquires and/or resumes to the
Personnel Committee at 11510 Johns
Hopkins Rd., Clarksville, MD. 21029.

PART-TIME MINISTER OF
MUSIC/WORSHIP – Responsibilities:
To oversee the music program and
direct a choir.  Send inquires and/or
resumes to the Personnel Committee,
Rolling Hills Baptist Church, 11510
Johns Hopkins Rd., Clarksville, MD.
21029

PART-TIME MUSIC DIRECTOR --
New Vision Bible Fellowship Church
is seeking a part-time Music Director.
Address inquiries and/or resumes to
New Vision Bible Fellowship Church,
2001 N. Rolling Road Baltimore, MD
21244. Or, email Pastor Chuck Brooks
at pastor@newvisionbible.org.

PT/FT MUSIC DIRECTOR – Infinity
Church, a contemporary, multi-cultur-
al church is seeking a music director.
Competitive compensation. Send
inquiries and/or resume to P.O. Box
5373, Laurel, MD 20726, or contact the
church @ 301-647-4142.

THERAPISTS POSITIONS
AVAILABLE – Baptist Family and
Children’s Services (BFCS) is seeking
applicants for therapists positions in
its newly developed Counseling
Service. Baptist Family Counseling
intends to provide quality, Christian
counseling to: Adolescents Struggling
with Drug and Alcohol Abuse; the
Elderly and Their Families; and to
Families with General Child/
Adolescent Issues. 

BFCS employs a faith-based
approach and provides a wide array of
wraparound services for children and
families in need of a new start. The
agency is becoming fast known as the
primary faith-based resource for chil-
dren and families and already serves a
wide market of clients in Central Md.
Therapists, as independent contrac-
tors, will be able to maintain highly
flexible schedules with daytime
and/or evening hours. Compensation
is highly competitive. All therapists
must be licensed LCSW-C or LCPC
(Certified CPC-AD for drug and alco-
hol population); have at least 2 years of
post masters experience providing
clinical services to one or more of the
targeted population groups mentioned
above; and utilize a treatment modali-
ty that is compatible with the theoreti-
cal framework of Baptist Family
Counseling Service (Christian, Family-
Centered, Community-Supported,
Strengths-Based and Solutions-
Focused).Send resume and four refer-
ences to: Rev. Robert Gerstmyer, BFCS,
7175 Columbia Gateway Drive, Suite F,
Columbia, MD 21046-2537.

YOUTH DIRECTOR – Part-time posi-
tion available. Please forward resumes
and any questions to: Lael Henry,
Personnel Committee, Reisterstown
Baptist Church, 25 East Chestnut Hill
Lane, Reisterstown, MD 21136.

YOUTH/MUSIC MINISTER – First
Baptist Church of Havre de Grace is in
search of a Youth/Music Minister.
Please call Chad Tate at 410-939-3355
or e-mail at CTATECAMC@aol.com or
mail resume to First Baptist Church,
120 South Stokes Street, Havre de
Grace, MD  21078, Attn. Chad Tate.

LIN WALLBERG, SOLO
HANDBELLS – Available for concerts,
worship services, clinics, or weddings.
Add the beautiful touch of handbells
to your special occasion. Contact: Lin
Wallberg  Phone: 301-586-0317 E-mail:
wallberg@juno.com

RETREAT TO THE OCEAN – The
Baptist Retreat Center in Ocean City is
available for Spring and Fall Retreats.
We can accommodate groups as large
as 65. Adjacent to the Retreat Center is
our church building, available on

request with kitchen facilities, fellow-
ship hall and meeting rooms. For
booking information please call the
Ocean City Baptist Church office at
410-289-6573.

ATTN: PASTORS & YOUTH LEAD-
ERS – Prayerfully consider Frank
Shelton for your next worship service.
At 29, Frank is an evangelist and for-
mer Minister of Evangelism at
Dunkirk Baptist. He serves w/ Sam
Glenn (formerly of ACQUIRE THE
FIRE) as VP of www.christianyouths-
peakers.com and his sole mission is
souls. Since April 2001, Frank has spo-
ken in 71 churches and schools at vari-
ous conferences, crusades, chapels,
retreats, rallies and revivals. Frank is
an author, story-teller and uses celebri-
ty impersonations to encourage the
discouraged! He is perfect for teens
and adults. For booking visit
www.FrankShelton.com, 301-843-3773
or contact Renee Miller, Ministry
Coordinator at renee_franklyspeak-
ing@yahoo.com.

CHRISTIAN BUSINESS OPPORTU-
NITY – Join many Christians all across
the country in the GREATEST
Christian Opportunity there is.
Scriptures. For a FREE Info Pack call
toll free at 1-800-585-5873 option 3
Sign up is FREE. Or check our web
page. http://www.comeaux-biz.com
Please leave my ID # 49384.

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX YOUR
AD – Deadlines are the last
Friday of each month for the fol-
lowing month’s issue. Classified
advertising is 75 cents per word
($18.00 minimum) for BCM/D
churches and church members; 85
cents per word ($20.00 minimum)
for non-profit organizations; and
95 cents per word ($25.00 mini-
mum) for commercial organiza-
tions.  Word count does not
include words with two letters or
less. Spot color is available for an
additional $10 per ad. Contact us
for display ad pricing. The entire
paper is also accessible online at 
www.baptistlifeonline.org.

EMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

TO PLACE AN AD

The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People
presented from a biblical perspective

Three days of quality leadership training - April 11, April 18, and April
25 (Thursdays)

Time: 8:30 am - 3:30 pm
Cost: $190 (includes lunch and materials)

Contact:   Leadership Center, 800-466-5290 ext. 222;
lwaggoner@bcmd.org.  Registration required by April 4. Mail $50 to
Ron Brown, 10255 Old Columbia Road, Columbia, MD 21046.

TECHNOLOGY I & II - 
A S ATELLITE SEMINAR

DATE: March 7, 2002 PLACE: Baptist Center
COST: $15.00 per person TIME: 11 am to 2 pm

Steven Cheifet will present Technology, Part I: Expanding the
Vision. Learn how technology can help any church reach its mem-
bers and the community more effectively.

Technology, Part II: Technology for Worship will be presented
by Doug Lawrence, to show how churches can use technology to fos-
ter the authenic experience of God that today s worshipers and seek-
ers crave.

Limit 25.  The cost is $25.00 (lunch included). Registration
required by March 4. Call or email the Leadership Center today:
Phone: 800-466-5290; 410-290-5290 ext. 222; or email:
lwaggoner@bcmd.org. 

TechnoMedia 2k2 Coming Soon!
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