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Southern Baptists hear from
Bush, elect new SBC president

By Karen L. Willoughby

ST. LOUIS (BP) — Morris
H. Chapman, president and
chief executive officer of the
Southern Baptist Convention
Executive Committee, com-
mended Heather Mercer and
Dayna Curry for their faithful-
ness to God during 105 days of
captivity in Afghanistan.

Mercer and Curry, mission-
aries with the interdenomina-
tional Shelter Now ministry,
spoke during the opening ses-
sion of the June 11-12 SBC
annual meeting in St. Louis.

“We began to realize we just
got caught in the middle of
some huge plan of God because
He wanted to generate prayer
for [Afghanistan],” Curry said.
“He heard the cries of these
widows and orphans so He let
a few of His kids get in prison
so the whole world would pray
for Afghanistan like never
before, so His light would come
to this nation, so freedom
would come and they could
have hope again.”

Prayer and worship, plus
God’s healing and even a time
of wrestling with God led the
Baylor University graduates to
that realization, the duo said in
separate 10-minute testimonies.

“We’re so thankful for your
prayers,” Mercer said. “That’s
the reason we’re here. And all
of you are part of the testimony.

Everybody who prayed is part
of the miracle God did and the
way He’s using this experience
to make His name known all
over the earth.”

Curry spoke of a rebellious
life in high school and how she
learned during her college years
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What’s Inside?

By Todd Starnes

ST. LOUIS (BP) — President
Bush heralded the Southern Baptist
Convention as “a powerful voice
for some of the great issues of our
time” during remarks live via
satellite to thousands of messen-
gers gathered for the 145th annual
meeting of the nation’s largest
evangelical body.

Bush’s address was among the
highlights of the June 11-12 con-
vention that featured the election
of a new president, patriotic musi-
cal celebrations, former Taliban
prisoners Dayna Curry and
Heather Mercer, and reports on
two new ministry initiatives,
Empowering Kingdom Growth
(EKG) and the Family Life Council.

During Crossover St. Louis
evangelistic efforts, 1,868 profes-
sions of faith were reported by
churches and volunteers.

The final SBC registration count
indicated 9,609 messengers attend-
ed the convention from across the

country plus the District of Columbia
and Puerto Rico.  

The president’s remarks con-
tained references to
his personal faith in
God, his commit-
ment to preserving
the traditional fami-
ly and social issues
important to
Southern Baptists.

“I want to thank
all of you for your
good works,” Bush
said. “You’re believ-
ers, and you’re patri-
ots, faithful follow-
ers of God and good
citizens of America.
And one day, I
believe that it will be
said of you, ‘Well
done, good and
faithful servants.’”

NEW SBC 
PRESIDENT

The SBC’s first baby boomer presi-
dent handed off the gavel to the man
who first nominated him in Orlando
— Jack Graham, pastor of the Dallas-
area Prestonwood Church, Plano, Tex.

Graham, 51, was elected June 11
by acclamation, continuing a 23-
year span of theological conserva-
tives elected to the presidency. 

Graham accepted Christ when
he was eight years old. He earned a
bachelor of science degree from
Hardin-Simmons University in
Abilene, Tex., and master of divini-
ty and doctor of ministry degrees
from Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Fort
Worth.

Graham was called to
Prestonwood in 1989 and the
church has since grown to more
than 20,000 members.

Graham and his wife, Deb,
have three children — Jason, Kelly
and Joshua.

Graham promised during his
inaugural news conference June
11 to continue the SBC’s empha-
sis on reaching the world for
Christ.

“Being a Texan, I’m confident
in thinking big — that the oppor-
tunities of the world are bigger
and greater than ever before for
Southern Baptists,” Graham said.
“There has never been a better
time, a better opportunity than
right now for us to get the mes-
sage of the gospel around the
world.”

EMPOWERING KINGDOM
GROWTH

Of particular interest to
Graham is Empowering Kingdom
Growth (EKG), a major ministry
initiative signed by SBC leaders at
the St. Louis convention.

“We believe God laid on our
hearts to cast a vision —
Empowering Kingdom Growth,”

said Morris H.
Chapman, president
and chief executive offi-
cer of the SBC
Executive Committee
and one of five leaders
to sign the covenant
agreement.

EKG, which is not a
program, calls for SBC
leaders and churches to
“seek first the King and
His kingdom.”

The signed agree-
ment, called “A
Covenant Between
Southern Baptist
Denominational
Leadership and the
Churches,” states,
“Being fully committed
to the proposition that
Jesus Christ is the only

hope for the world, and believing
Southern Baptists are yearning for
spiritual renewal and Christ-cen-
tered living and recognizing the
challenge of Jesus to seek first the
kingdom of God and His right-
eousness, we, the undersigned
Southern Baptist denominational
leaders, covenant with each other
and every willing Southern
Baptist under God:
•To make the kingdom of God the
priority in our own personal lives.
•To dedicate the energies and
resources of the ministries we lead
to seeking first the King and His
Kingdom.
•To cooperate with each other and
the family of Southern Baptists as
we pursue kingdom
principles and practices.
•To give ourselves to servant
leadership that will assist and

continued on page eleven

Photo by Van Payne
Heather Mercer, right, and Dayna Curry speak to reporters

during a press conference at the Southern Baptist Convention

in St. Louis about their experiences in Afghanistan.            

Photo by Bob Carey
Near St. Louis' land-

mark Arch, street ban-

ners prepared by city

officials welcome mes-

sengers to this year's

SBC       

Photo by Justin Veneman
Jack Graham, newly elected

president of the SBC, answers

reporters’ questions.       

Photo by Rex Campbell
President George W. Bush speaks live via satellite to

messengers at the 145th session of the Southern

Baptist Convention
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When the people of God
are joined together by
the power of the

almighty, we cannot imagine
within our limited minds what
the Lord can and will do

through us. God is setting the
stage for some great and awe-
some opportunities for the king-
dom of God. We must get pre-
pared for the movement of eter-
nity. The world around us is in
great trouble and crying for
help. 

God has truly placed us in a
powerful position where we can
make an impact in our field of
ministry as well as the world
around us. We must be inten-
tional about how we conduct
ourselves in the area of relation-
ships, realizing the value of this
“testimony” as a key element in
our lives. 

We must be moved to do all
we can to let the world know
that there are genuine and
authentic connections among the

people of God. When we allow
God the chance to knit our
hearts together, the world will
see the true essence of what it
means to be apart of a body fitly
compacted together building
itself up in love; and this will be
contagious. We are on display
for the cause of Christ and can
no longer allow ourselves to be
distracted by the devices of
Satan. God has given us so
much of who He is as a body of
believers until there should be
no room for hindrances. 

In I Samuel chapter 20,
David and Jonathan give us a
powerful example of two people
whose hearts were knitted
together. This takes us to anoth-
er level in terms of understand-
ing what it means for believers

to love God and love one anoth-
er. When God is the orchestra-
tor of all our relationships, He
arranges and combines our
hearts together so that we may
achieve His desires and have
maximum effect in this world
fulfilling His purpose. It is from
this perspective that every
meaningful relationship should
evolve. 

Maryland/Delaware, my
prayer for us is that we will
petition God for hearts that are
knitted together, not just with-
in our homes, our families and
churches, but hearts that are
knitted through out this entire
convention and the world.
Keep in mind, love shown
from knitted hearts is the most
excellent way.  

Each man’s life is but a
breath” (Psalm 39:5).
David was right. Life is

short and life is fragile. I am
amazed at how quickly and how
dramatically things can change.
One moment life is robust. The
next we find ourselves in the
throws of a crisis. One minute
we are counting the years; in
another we hold on to the sec-
onds. 

Relationships are fragile, too.
Building a strong friendship
takes time and energy. The
breaking of a relationship can
take place in a word or in an
action. What took years to

develop can be threatened with
destruction in a matter of
moments.

Opportunities are fragile.
One minute a door or a window
stands wide open. In an instant,
that same door or window can
shut never to open again. Often
when a door or window closes,
even our best plans no longer
make a difference.

The point is this. The clock is
ticking on all of us. We want to
make a significant difference for
Jesus Christ because he has done
so much for us. We want to see
old friends and new friends dis-
cover the joy we have in Him.

Bottom line . . . we must keep on
going. We can’t stop. We cannot
even afford to slow down when
it comes to accomplishing His
mission. 

Time is short. There is an
urgency to plant new congrega-
tions, strengthen existing con-
gregations, develop and sup-
port leaders, involve
Maryland/ Delaware Baptists
in missions outreach and mobi-
lize resources. Working together
to share the love of Christ is
critical to accomplishing the
Great Commission. We must act
now. 

Doors and windows are

opening in Maryland/Delaware.
We have no way of knowing
when they will close. Please
take seriously the Macedonian
call to reach Maryland/
Delaware for Jesus Christ now.

“Live life, then, with a due
sense of responsibility, not as
men who do not know the
meaning and purpose of life,
but as those who do. Make the
best use of your time, despite all
the difficulties of these days.
Don’t be vague, but firmly
grasp what you know to be the
will of the Lord” (Ephesians
5:15-17, The New Testament in
Modern English).
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Patriotic reflections of an “old softy”

Since my last “Perspective”
we have all celebrated July
4, 2002.  Amazingly, it has

not even been a year since the
tragic events of September 11,
2001. I sensed that something in
me was different this year.  Yes, I
really am an “old softy” when it
comes to all things patriotic.
Admittedly, I love America and
still get misty when someone
sings the National Anthem at
Orioles baseball games. (No, it’s
not because of the way they’re
playing!)

I was recently moved to tears
at a change-of-command cere-
mony I attended in January for
my sister’s husband, Navy
Commander, Jim Hunter. He
was given the command of a
Navy helicopter squadron at a
highly impressive ceremony in
Jacksonville, Fla. It was all spit
and polish flourished with red,
white and blue. I am grateful for

men like him who are willing to
put their lives on the line for the
rest of us and who lead their men
in the defense of our country.  

But on this July 4th, I experi-
enced something different than
the military protocol I had expe-
rienced in Jacksonville. I was in
a more reflective mood that
superceded the usual barbecue
and fireworks routine. I could
not get a certain song out of my
mind. That song? “God Bless
America.”

I don’t remember how many
times I have heard “God Bless
America” sung in so many
recent public forums.  Not since
World War II has that song lin-
gered in the forefront of our col-
lective national mind. 

The song was written by
Irving Berlin (1888-1989).  He
was one of a kind. He write
songs both for Hollywood and
for Broadway. His songs were

often still sung and remembered
long after the movie or show
that featured them was forgot-
ten. Some of Berlin’s other famil-
iar hits include “White
Christmas,” “Easter Parade,”
“Blue Skies” as well as the
Broadway musicals “Annie Get
Your Gun,” and “There’s No
Business Like Show Business.”

Although Mr. Berlin typically
wrote both the lyrics and the
music for his songs, it is a little
known fact that he could not
read music and only played the
piano in one key –– F-sharp. As
a musician, I find that pretty
remarkable! His genius as a
songwriter transcended his tech-
nical limitations. As such he
epitomized the American spirit.

I can’t help but wonder what
Mr. Berlin, were he still with us,
would have written in the after-
math of the attack on New York
City and the Pentagon. Maybe

he would have just shaken his
head and pointed us once again
to his famous prayer-song. And
it would have been right for
him to do so. No simpler or
solemn request could be made
than to ask God to “stand beside
her, and guide her through the
night with the light from above.”
Though I fear our long night of
terrorism is not over, we can
trust God to give light to our
leaders and guide them in wis-
dom as they seek to be His
instruments of protection on our
behalf. 

Thanks for letting this “old
softy” contemplate afresh what
a blessing and privilege it is to
have been born and live in this
great country. Perfect? No!
But still the best hope for free-
dom and light in a dark world?
Absolutely!  

“God, bless America, and
bless the world through her!”

A knitted heart is a God-driven heart

James Dixon

BCM/D President

Fragile: handle with care

be stationed at Perry Hall High
School. 

Volunteers are needed to
help with security, clean up,
supervision of recreation time
and a variety of other needs. For
more information call (410) 426-
2356. 

Church Planting Happenings
Barry Guffey began a new

church in Cockeysville. The
group meets at Dynamic
Women Fitness Center, which
Guffey owns and operates.

The Talley Trio at Tri-County 
Tri-County Church,

Laytonsville,  will host the Talley
Trio on August
25th. The
Talley Trio is
regularly fea-
tured on the
Gaither
Homecoming
Tour, Praise
Gathering and
Family Fest.
Concert tickets
are on sale
now and can
be ordered by
calling (301) 482-2212. Ticket
prices are $15 for adults, $10 for

children ages 5-12 and children
under 5 will be admitted free of
charge. Ken Cavey is the pastor.

Seminary
Graduates

David Young
was among 78
students who
graduated May 18
from Midwestern
Seminary, Kansas
City, Mo. He
received a master
of divinity degree. 

Young is a
graduate of the

University of Maryland, College
Park, and he is married to the former

Janine Shoemaker. David and Janine
are from Rockville, Md. 

The following graduates
conferred degrees by
Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary on May
25, 2002:  Andre A. Ickes,
Boonesboro, Mitchel H. Lee,
Bethesda, and John Walton
Rodger, Hagerstown received
the master of divinity; Tanya L.
Ehlers, Ocean City,  received the
master of divinity, Christian
education; Mark M. Rosales,
Hagerstown, received the mas-
ter of divinity, church music;
John Ford Mackall, Kensington,
received the master of divinity,
counseling ministry.

The Talley Trio 

continued from page three



July Churchlife

Ladies from South Shore
Church, Crownsville, meet each
week to make sleeping bags for
homeless people. They also pro-
vide plastic bags to hold the sleep-
ing bags and ponchos, bath tow-
els, washcloths and a variety of
other toiletries. The group also
sews baby quilts for the church’s
nursery and provides them to a
Crownsville home for battered
women.  

Middle River Church,
Baltimore, is hosting “Ridgecrest
II,” a training opportunity for cur-
rent and potential Sunday school
teachers. All of the speakers for
the conference have taught at
Ridgecrest or are national level
speakers. 

Ken Hall is the general session
speaker and pastor of Northside
Church in Valdosta, Ga. In Hall’s
nine years at the church, it has
grown from 350 to 1000 members.
Other speakers are Kyle Byrd,
Front Line Ministries, Houston
Tex.; Selma Johnson, Las Vegas,
Nev..; and Diane Lane, Dallas, Tex.  

Middle River Church is open-
ing the event to anyone who is
interested in attending. There is
no charge and lunch will be pro-
vided. Pre-registration is required
by August 21. For more informa-
tion, call (410) 686-8810.

Second and Fourth Church,
Baltimore, celebrated its 205th
anniversary on June 11.  

Parkville Church, Baltimore,
recently celebrated David Schell’s
20th anniversary as pastor of the
church. Church members had a
special dinner to honor Schell and
his wife Brenda. 

Gideon Gaitano, church planter
of Cross Way International in
Owings Mills, was ordained to the
Gospel ministry at Colonial
Church, Randallstown.

Doris Burch retired as music
director of First Church,
Landsdowne.

Brian Trostle resigned as
Minister of Music at Faith
Church, Knoxville. He is minister-
ing in a church in Tennessee. 

Members of First Church,
Hagerstown, installed their new
pastor, Thomas Smith, on June 21.
Smith and his wife, Susan, are
from Brunswick, Md.

Deacon Wayne Durbin pre-
sented the message during the
installation service and afterwards
members gathered for a reception
for Smith. The church has been
without a pastor for two years.        

Twenty-four people attended
the first service of the new
Russian-Ukrainian church plant
in Wilmington recently.  Andrey
Shirin is the pastor

Healing Water Christian
Fellowship had its first worship
service on May 5. Manuel Serna is
the pastor. 

Seventeen members of Oak
Hill Baptist Church, from
Booneville, Miss. were busy help-
ing Smyrna Church last month
prepare a storefront building for
worship that they bought over a
year ago. While some of the

Mississippi team worked on hang-
ing drywall, building steps and
working on a drain line, others
held Vacation Bible School for local
children.  

James Moore, pastor of the
church, said it’s a good location,
much more visible than the previ-
ous rental property they used and
has over twice as much room to
grow. “It’s been a long trek. We’ve
been working on it for over a year.
We have to be in the building by
the second anniversary of the pur-
chase.”

Ogletown and Welsh
Memorial Churches have both lent
a hand to help Smyrna with the
project, as well as another group
from Mississippi. Moore said the
church has also been able to work
out deals with plumbers and elec-
tricians. The members do the
“grunt work,” drilling holes and
digging, to save money. This will
be the first building the church has
owned. They’ve been in four rental
locations for eleven years. 

Twenty-nine children accepted
Christ as a result of the ministry of
Delaware Association’s “Bring-A-
Kid Day” activities last month dur-
ing the NASCAR races in Dover.  

Missione Evangelica disbanded
on May 2 following the death of its
pastor, Lemuel Collins. 

Ocean City Church is raising
money for a multi-purpose build-
ing by selling 10 acres of land. The
church is especially busy in the
summer months. As summer mis-
sionaries and resort ministries vol-
unteer teams visit the city, they
stay at the church’s retreat center
where they also have meals and
devotions. About 600 volunteers
will visit this year.

Westminster Church started an
“I-Scream for the Reading
Program.” Kids sign up for the
program and get an ice cream
“cone” on the bulletin board out-
side of the church library. Each
time they complete a book another
“scoop” is added. Prizes are
awarded and those who read the
most books get special gifts at the
end of summer.                                   

Rolling Hills Church,
Clarksville, celebrated its 25th
anniversary last month. The
church had a copy of its first bul-
letin dated June 5, 1977, and dupli-
cated the service for the anniver-
sary service. Charter member
Melody Smith, who is still very
active in the church, presented a
history of Rolling Hills. Everyone
enjoyed a fellowship dinner after-
wards. Photo albums were dis-
played during the dinner. In the
evening, the southern gospel
group, “True Alliance,” presented a
concert.

All of the former pastors were
contacted, but they were not able
to attend since they live through-
out the United States. Instead, each
sent a letter giving an update of
their families and encouragement
to the church. The letters, along
with a brief history of the church,
were published in the monthly
church newsletter.

The church recently began a sen-
ior adults ministry and will start an
Awana program in Sept. Once a
quarter the church hosts church
services at the Carroll County
Detention Center.

David Richard was ordained as
the church’s youth and education
pastor earlier this month. Richard
and his wife Sue are from
Michigan.

Remember the Beach Boys’
Endless Summer? Well, Redland
Church is taking a step further
and having an “Eternal Summer.”
They kicked it off on June 19 with
a cookout and Frisbee and basket-
ball games. Teens were divided
into two teams that will be having
fun all summer long. They’ll com-
pete with each other, getting
points for attendance, bringing
their friends, their Bibles and their
bandanas. And they’ll compete in
games, like Egyptian Olympics,
fizzer tag, blizzard blast and ulti-
mate relays all summer. They’ll
also learn how have a quiet time,
how to take meaningful notes on
Bible studies and sermons and
how to make and disciple other
Christians. The winning team at
the end of the summer gets to
make human sundaes out of the
losing team leaders. And they’ll
have fun, fun, fun…

Kensington Church had
Vacation Bible School this month
for children and adults. The
church used “Son Canyon River
Adventure” curriculum. The
study was about making wise
choices based on the book of
Proverbs. 

Church members are making
plans for Kensington’s 80th
anniversary on October 13. All
former members of the church are
invited to join in the worship and
festivities of the day.

Harry and Ann Moy, members
of Viers Mill Church, Silver
Spring, recently returned to the
states after serving two years as
missionaries in Macao China. The
Moys were active in building a
Baptist school in the country. Viers
Mill members have raised over
$3,000 for scholarships to the
school in honor of the Moy’s
work. 

Dunkirk Church called Frank
Cohee as its new administrator.
Cohee formerly worked with the
Calvert County Public School system.

The church has a summer mis-
sionary working with the youth
for the summer. Waygon Sanders,
a 20-year-old student from Oak
Vale, Miss., arrived on June 7.
Sanders is a junior at William
Carey College and majors in
Religious Studies and minors in
Youth Counseling.

Trinity Church, Waldorf, has a
support group for people with
chronic illness or pain. Partici-
pants gather monthly to share
support and encouragement.

Iglesia Church de Laurel, had
its Spanish Faith Evangelism
Training graduation on July 7. The
church will begin a new one in the
fall. A Spanish Faith Training clin-
ic will be held on Oct. 24-26 for
Spanish speaking churches
throughout the area including
New Jersey, Virginia, Delaware
and Maryland.  For more informa-
tion, call the church office, (301)
725-3064.

Members are planning three
mission trips this summer and fall.
They will have evangelistic cru-

sades in Peru in Aug., in Puebla in
Sept. and in Cuba in Nov. 

The youth group of Landover
Hills Church is planning to go on
a mission trip to Haiti next year
and is already making prepara-
tions. They’ll be raising funds by
having dinners, yard sales and
selling citrus fruits and, later, cal-
endars.

Members of Maryland City
Church gave away about 2000
cups of water, 100 “Jesus” videos
for children and 144 Bibles at the
Laurel Main Street Festival. A
spokesman for the church wrote
that the videos and Bibles were
gone in less than an hour and a
half. 

Susquehanna Association

Stephen Hokuf, pastor of First
Church, North East, recently led a
mission team from his church to
Canada to work with Arabic

Evangelical Church of Ottawa.
Hokuf and his team of seven trav-
eled with Arabic Church members
to a camping retreat center. Hokuf
preached through an Arab inter-
preter during the retreat while the
rest of the mission team led
Vacation Bible School for the chil-
dren. One hundred forty people
attended. Six adults and nine chil-
dren, including teenagers, accept-
ed Christ as their savior.  

Hokuf became friends with
Arabic Evangelical Church’s pas-
tor, Walid Bitar, when he was in
the area last year with 10 other
pastors from Canada in conjunc-
tion with the Convention’s
Canadian partnership. Bitar
preached at First Church. Earlier
this year, Hokuf traveled to
preach at the Arabic Church and
was invited back for the retreat.

Bitar, Hokuf said, is a Lebanese
Christian who was saved during
the civil war in Lebanon. He
immigrated to Canada and began
preaching and teaching and start-
ed the Arabic Church there. 

Calvary Church, Bel Air has a
prayer garden that members regu-
larly maintain. Members can visit
it for prayer time and sometimes
Sunday school classes enjoy their
lessons in the garden.  

A group in the church planted
a garden and dedicated it to the
memory of Debra Reich. Reich
was active in the Sunday School
program.  

Western Association

Dennis Karp, of Chosen People
Ministries, will speak about Israel
prophecy at Welsh Memorial
Church on July 21. 

Missions Opportunity
Youth from World Changers, a

youth mission program sponsored
by the North American Mission
Board, will be in Baltimore July
19-27. They’ll be repairing and
renovating homes for families
who are unable to afford to do the
work themselves. The teens will 
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By Thom Thornton

As certain as there are
shaved ice stands and the
corn and tomato venders

alongside the street, the summer
means the departure of
Maryland/ Delaware Baptist
Student
Ministry stu-
dents to
share the
message of
Christ across
the river and
across the
world. This
summer stu-
dents from
several of
our churches
and campus-
es will be
serving in Europe, Mexico and in
several mission settings here in
the United States. Their involve-
ment will help missions and
churches carry out the call of
Christ and will better prepare the
students to
serve as
leaders on
our campus-
es this fall.

Elizabeth
Laughlin, a
sophomore
at St. John’s
College, and
Rachel
Powell, a
junior at
Towson
University,
are serving
together at Mountain Heights
Church in Buena Vista, Co. There
they work with the church’s sum-
mer staff in planning and leading
Vacation Bible School, working
with the youth programs and par-

ticipating in the evangelistic out-
reach to area rafters and to the raft
company’s summer staff.

“Once a week, we travel to
Hecla Junction to distribute
snacks and water to the rafting
guides. The groups normally take
half-day trips and land at Hecla

where buses
meet them
and take them
back to the
origin point.
We try to offer
them a break
before the trip
on the bus and
let them know
about the
other ministry
options pro-
vided. On
Mondays, the
church hosts a

dinner for the water resort guides
and a Bible study/dialogue after-
wards and on Saturday the camp-
ground opens up for the guides to
have a place for a hot shower.

These are our
best opportu-
nities to meet
people who
don’t know
Christ.”

Amy Smith,
a sophomore
at Wor-Wic
Community
College, is
spending the
summer work-
ing at Camp
Hope in
Eugene, Or.

Camp Hope is a ministry of the
Willamette Valley Baptist
Association that ministers to chil-
dren whose parents are institu-
tionalized in a jail or prison in the
state of Oregon.

“We finished our first week
of camp this afternoon and it
was great. This is the week that
I have been looking forward to
the most – the one that made
me choose to go to Oregon. I
had been thoroughly warned
that this would be a tough
week, very emotionally draining
and all that, but the kids were
wonderful! The camp staffs
where I’ve been have had a
huge impact on my life during
the summers at camp and it was
the coolest thing being on the
other side and being able to
give that same thing back to
these kids.”

There are also students from
across the United States serving
in churches and mission oppor-
tunities here in Maryland and
Delaware. After a three-day ori-

entation in Ocean City, students
dispersed across our conven-
tion. Students will work from
four to ten weeks assisting
churches in their ministry with
youth, with children, in inner-
city ministry, beach and resort
ministry and any other places
where Maryland/Delaware
Baptists need help to get the
message of Christ out to those
in need.

If you are interested in uti-
lizing summer missionaries in
your church or association next
summer, look for the summer
missions packet that will be in
your church in mid-July. Pray
about this great opportunity,
send in your application and
maybe next summer, the great
story from the missions field will
be coming from your church.
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By Joyce Jackson
Baptist LIFE Correspondent

Two men from lands where
communism’s strong fist
endeavored to crush

Christian faith, now stand togeth-
er as brothers in Christ preaching
the truth that only Jesus can give
absolute freedom. Li Zhou from
mainland China and Andrey
Shirin of the former Soviet Union
shared little in their homeland’s
cultural experience, yet each
found a void in the life philoso-
phy that their countries offered
them. Their search for ultimate
truth was the beginning of the
journey that brought each man
here.

Andrey Shirin was raised in
Voronezh, Russia, 500 miles south
of Moscow, though life there was
not as “foreign” as one might
think. He explained, “American
culture is very catchy. Now in
Moscow you can see a
McDonald’s on almost every cor-
ner and pirated copies of
Hollywood movies appear in the
Russian capital the day those
movies come to American the-
aters.”

Shirin recalled, “When I was 16
years old, I realized that the

Communist ideology was a lie. So,
I searched for a system of thought
that would replace Communism
as my ideal. I wondered if
Christianity held the truth. I
found a local Baptist congregation
and there got to know Jesus as my
personal savior.”

Currently
Shirin’s ministry
at the
Evangelical
Russian-
Ukranian
Church bridges
the continents.
“As the director
of the Master
Program at
Moscow
Theological
Seminary, I trav-
el to Moscow at
least twice a
year. So I have not lost touch with
my homeland.” Stateside, Shirin
assists Russian families as they
resettle in the Wilmington, Del.
area. “Our efforts are beginning to
bear fruit. Worship attendance has
increased, averaging 20 in Sunday
morning services; we are planning
to continue our efforts helping
refugees. This ministry gives us
the opportunity to witness to peo-

ple about the love of Jesus both in
word and in deed.”

Li Zou’s journey to find truth
began as a boy in Beijing. “I was
raised in China and was taught
that there was no God. At about
ten years old, I started to wonder
what was the purpose of life. I

was told that science could give
all the answers of the universe. I
chose science and engineering as
my major, hoping that I could
find the answers to my questions.
When I realized science and logic
themselves have conflicting
issues, my faith in science was
broken.” 

He came to America to follow
his dream of success, but God

had a dream of His own for
Zhou. “One of my friends invited
me to a Bible study. Initially I dis-
regarded what the Bible said. I
arrogantly thought that the Bible
was too simple. However, I had
to admit that the people who
believed the Bible lived the kind

of life I had been
longing to find.”
Through Bible
study with a
friend, Steve
Amato, Zhou
realized that he
needed more
than the
Christian
lifestyle; he need-
ed a new life in
Christ. 

The task
before him was
challenging. Still,

God’s faithfulness through semi-
nary, family crisis and provision
of a home in his ministry field of
Germantown, Md., gives evi-
dence of God’s presence and
plan. Teaching children Mandarin
and new immigrants English,
along with plans for a cable tele-
vision program are part of
God’s—and now Zhou’s—dream
to reach the Chinese for Christ.  

The search for truth brought them here

Students coming and going...coming...going...coming

Thom Thornton

Consultant/Specialist

for Collegiate and

Student Evangelism

Rachel Powell and Elizabeth Laughlin take

a break to play in the Colorado snow

Li Zhou and Andrey Shirin share their journeys

Women’s Fountain of Opportunity
for all women of the church

August 16-17, 2002
at Camp Wo-Me-To

Feast on conferences such as Heart Call, Missions
Essentials for the church, Forgiveness: An Act of
Grace and Mercy, Women on Mission, Crafts in
Ministry and many more!

For more information call 800-466-5290 ext. 232

Elizabeth Laughlin with young rafters

“When I was 16 years

old, I realized that the

Communist ideology

was a lie. So, I searched

for a system of thought

that would replace

Communism as my

ideal. “  

- Andrey Shirin



By Thom Thornton

What if youth ministries
all across Maryland and
Delaware covenanted to

go deeper with God for 40 days?
What if Maryland and Delaware
youth became passionately con-
cerned for their lost friends and
family members? What if, as in
the past, a revival affecting our
churches and our nation was
fueled by the devotion of our
youth? What if…

The Youth Evangelism
Conference, Sept. 6-7 at Colonial
Church in Randallstown, Md. will
challenge students to “Dive
Deeper with God.” Deeper
Encounter is a longing to have an
encounter with God that changes
lives. It is a time where for a
weekend a student unplugs from
the world and plugs into the
things of God. It is an event
focused on intense worship led by
Chris Davis and practical Biblical
teaching from David Nasser, one
of the nation’s most sought after
youth communicators.

In between times of collective
worship, David will teach on four
of the basic disciplines of the
Christian life – scriptural medita-
tion, prayer, Bible study and sacri-
fice. We are
going to be
encouraging
those stu-
dents and
leaders who
are physical-
ly able to
consider
fasting from
food for the
24 hours of
the Deeper
Encounter.
This often
helps us
focus more
intently on God and makes our
hearts especially sensitive to His
voice. At the end of the day, the
students will participate in a
covenant/commissioning service.
They will be called to take the
next 40 days and fast from some-
thing in their lives in order to take

that time to focus on God. This
type of fast has amazing ways of
focusing us on Christ and allow-
ing God the time and space in or
lives to speak and work in us in

ways we can’t
imagine. They
will also
receive a book
entitled “A
Call to Die”
and a worship
CD entitled
“Psalm 119” to
be used as
tools on their
40-day jour-
ney.

Deeper
Encounter is a
gathering for
students who

desire to grow to a new level of
intimacy with God by finding
consistency and discipline in his
or her walk with Christ. Adult
leaders are an essential part
because they will be given specific
ways to use the “Call to Die” jour-
nal and the Deeper encounter CD

in Sunday School, Bible studies,
week night programs and other
times when youth get together.
There will also be a focus on shar-
ing your faith with your friends
using the F.I.S.H. strategy. F.I.S.H.
(focus, inspiration, share and
hook) provides students with a
biblically based, prayer centered
system to be actively sharing your
faith at school, at work and at
home.

If you are a youth or a youth
leader, this is an amazing oppor-
tunity to see the incredible ability
of God when lives are completely
focused on Him. For everyone,
this is a chance to be part of a
mighty work that God hopes to
do within the hearts and minds of
our young people. So, what if we
covenanted to pray for our youth,
both during this event and in the
days leading up to it? What if we
made every effort to connect with
our youth and insure they are able
to attend this encounter with
God? July 28th is 40 days before
the Youth Evangelism Conference;
let’s be praying! 
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One direction, one call

What does God expect
By Sherry Lee

How does God expect us to
treat His ministers and
their families? Paul

addresses this issue in I
Thessalonians 5: 12-13a: “And
now, friends, we ask you to honor
those leaders who work so hard
for you, who have been given the
responsibility of urging and guid-
ing you along in your obedience.
Overwhelm them with apprecia-
tion and love!” (The Message,
Peterson). Though most church
members do love and appreciate
their leaders, few are adept in
expressing their feelings. Look for
opportunities to shower your min-
ister and his family with blessings.
Be creative. Here are six sugges-
tions:  

Consider giving your minis-
ters extra vacation days the week
between Christmas and New
Year’s. Little church business
takes place during this time. It is
basically a gift that costs you

nothing. You even save money on
utilities. (Do not let this replace a
Christmas gift!)

Honor your ministers with a
special day each year. It may be
the official Pastor Appreciation
Day in October, or a birthday or
church anniversary. The date is
not important, but the celebration
is. A round of applause or dinner
with a deacon will not be over-
whelming. Take the same money
and give the minister and his wife
a gift certificate for a romantic
dinner together. Be as lavish as
you can afford to be. Vacations are
a wonderful choice. Do your
homework. Research their prefer-
ences. Would they like to spend a
few days in Williamsburg or in a
mountain retreat? Compile a book
of letters of appreciation and pres-
ent it to them. Include letters for
all family members.   

Pay their admittance to church
events or conferences. Don’t
charge them for Wednesday night
dinners, retreats or church spon-

sored conferences. Tell your minis-
ter’s wife you’d like to pay her
registration for the BCMD
Ministers’ Wives Retreat in the
spring or another conference she
might like to attend. Volunteer to
sponsor the minister’s children for
Centrifuge, GA or RA camp, or a
mission trip. Sometimes the
church can absorb these expenses.
Sometimes an able individual may
see this as a ministry. The minister
may even decline the offer, but if
it has been made with the proper
spirit of love and appreciation, it
will still be an encouragement.

Make vacation homes avail-
able to them. When my husband
was a pastor we were treated to
weeks or weekends at timeshares
owned by our members. For sev-
eral years we were allowed to use
a beautiful lake house for only the
cleaning fee. These were gifts of
God given to us through some of
his most sensitive people. 

Perform acts of service. Mow
the pastor’s lawn. Deliver warm

cinnamon rolls to his home on
Christmas morning. Fix his car.
Provide a meal for his family.
Attend his children’s ball games.
Work on his furnace. Share your
business or professional services
with his family. We have been the
recipients of all of these and many
more. None were expected or
deserved. All were gifts given to
the Lord for our benefit.

Share words of appreciation
and affirmation. They may be
spoken or written in a letter, card,
or e-mail.  Tell your minister how
a sermon or lesson impacted you.
Write a note to your minister’s
spouse citing something special
you see in her life. Regularly
check in with your minister’s
child letting her know you care
about her. Ask God to show you
how to be an encourager to your
minister’s family.

What does God expect?
Bottom line, He expects us to over-
whelm His ministers with love,
and appreciation! 

Sherry Lee

Consultant/Specialist

for Ministers’ Wives

and Families

MMUSIC&
ORSHIP

THE

INSTITUTE

Fall 2002 Schedule: Must Enroll By:

September 3,10,17,24 “Music Notation” August 3
October 1,8,15,22 “Sight Singing I” September 1
November 5,12,19,26 “Sight Singing II” October 5

Two Tracks:
•Diploma Track - two year program that starts with the first 

course this fall and builds consecutively across two years.

•Non-Diploma Track - anyone can enroll for any individual 
course.  The enrollment form for any class must be received 
with check 30 days prior to first class session. (8/3 for
September class!)

Deadline for enrolling in the 2002-2004 Diploma Track

August 15, 2002

Call for enrollment
form:

(800) 466-5290 Ext. 245
or go to www.bcmd.org
print it off and fax it to

(410) 290-6627

Because the church is a liv-
ing, dynamic organism rather
than a fixed organization, it is
always in some degree of transi-
tion. However, a growing num-
ber of churches are intentionally
tackling one or more significant
changes in their lives as a com-
munity. Transitions in any part
of life always raise the level of
tension – even good transitions!
That is true in our personal life.
So, to help us cope, we create
celebrations – retirement parties,
birthday parties, anniversaries,
graduation, open houses, etc.
That will also be true in the life
of our church.

If your church is facing tran-
sitions in areas such as your
basic approach to ministry, your
target for ministry, leadership in
ministry, pastoral roles, strategy,
missions or worship style, it is
good to know that others have
gone before you! One of those
churches is the Flamingo Road
Church of Ft. Lauderdale, FL.

Their story is one of strategic
struggle, mission focus and real
hope.

The strategy that this church
has used to guide them through
these and other transitions is the
one born in the heart of
Nehemiah the prophet. Each
year this church and their lead-
ers host a teaching church event
that wraps arms around those
who are facing transitions in
their churches. The next event is
October 9-11, 2002. If you or
your church are looking for
hope and a network of help,
check our flamingoroad.org ––
go to the conference section and
make plans today to attend.

(p.s. If you would like to
know of other BCM/D churches
that are attending, please let
Randy Millwood know of your
plans to attend. His office will
keep a master list of attendees
and let all of our churches know
who is there! 800-466-5290, ext.
219 or rmillwood@bcmd.org.)

Is your church in transition?

BCMD YEC

September 6-7

www.bcmd.org

Thom Thornton

Consultant/Specialist

for Collegiate and

Student Evangelism



By Jane Lippy
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

Have you always wanted to
share in an intense and rewarding
missions experience? Prayerwalks,
backyard Bible clubs, street festi-
vals, community visitation and
surveys, light repairs, after school
tutoring, painting, yard work,
maintenance, light construction,
food pantries, health fairs, teach-
ing computer skills, sorting and
distributing clothing — There’s a
place for you when Baltimore, the
home of Annie Armstrong and the
first national Woman’s Missionary
Union office hosts MissionsFEST,
Sept. 15-21, 2002.

MissionsFEST, a ministry of
WMU, provides volunteers with
mission opportunities for adults
18 and older in groups of three or
more, both locally and from across
the country, to participate in a

highly concentrated effort to sup-
port on-going missions projects.
Aquilla Smith, executive director,
WMU of MD/DE, expects 100-150
local volunteers.

Smith explains that MissionsFEST
is “a combination planned event that
started with the MD/DE WMU
requesting a MissionsFEST in our
area” and coordinating with the
national WMU and Baltimore
Association. WMU/SBC handles
publicity, contracts with hotels,
assigning of tasks to participants,
orientation and training. Those
who register read four books des-
ignated by WMU. 

On Sept. 15, after everyone
arrives, there’s an orientation and
introduction either at the
MissionsFEST site hotel or one of
our churches. Participants will
stay at the Days Inn, Baltimore.

Baltimore WMU organizations
will assist with hospitality for the

guests and WMU of MD/DE will
host a celebration banquet at the
conclusion of MissionsFEST.

Baltimore Association’s
responsibility is to locate projects
to be done and select drivers to
assist participants in finding the
work sites. Ruth Hilbert, Baltimore
Association volunteer coordinator,
has agreed to serve as the local
supervisor.

Smith invites Maryland and
Delaware to take part in the mis-
sions experience. After registering,
participants will be assigned a site
in which to minister. Register by
Aug. 1 by calling 205-991-4097 or
write Volunteer Connection, P.O.
Box 830010, Birmingham, AL
35283 or visit www.wmu.com and
go to Volunteer Connection.

The week-long MissionsFEST
includes six nights in a hotel,
breakfast and lunch, evening wor-
ship and prayer times and a

Volunteer Connection T-shirt. The
cost is $194 person (4 per room);
$234 person (3 per room); $313
person (2 per room). The com-
muter rate is $75/person.

“This is an event we hope will
be the beginning of some possible
long term projects for our local
people. We encourage Maryland
and Delaware folks to be a part of
this tremendous undertaking.
There is a place for volunteers to
assist in stuffing bags, as well as
making and delivering lunches.
For those who want to be involved
behind the scenes, call the Baptist
Center at (800) 466-5290, ext. 232.
Things will be in full gear by Aug.
2. It’s going to take many willing
hands to do justice to this project,”
Smith challenges.

Other MissionsFESTs have been
conducted in Philadelphia,
Chicago, Chattanooga, Seattle and
the Mississippi River delta.

A joint project of 35 Southern Baptist state conventions in

cooperation with the Annuity Board, SBC

This study was based upon a survey conducted during the
spring of 2002 of more than 19,000 individuals in over 8,000 SBC
churches. While the survey data is made available with respect for
the autonomy of each church, this information can be useful to
churches when evaluating staff compensation.  In addition, when
considering the compensation package for a new staff position,
this study provides a comparison of what other churches of simi-
lar size offer.

A summary report by position for Maryland and Delaware is
provided below.

Maryland/Delaware 2002 Compensation Study
Position Number Avg. Avg. 

Responding Comp. Pay Pkg.
Pastor F/T 122 $46,956 $55,883
Pastor Bi-vocational 14 $13,396 $14,213
Staff Ministers F/T 30 $44,585 $53,018
Staff Ministers Bi-vocational 21 $12,668 $13,587
Office Personnel F/T 13 $24,407 $27,463
Office Personnel P/T 9 $11,668 $12,873
Custodians F/T 1 $30,000 $32,295
Custodians P/T 3 $7,706 $8,295 

To compare state convention compensation packages, go to the
Annuity Board web site at www.absbc.org.
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By Joyce Jackson
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

“Jesus had a healing ministry,
and for a long time I knew that
God wanted me to use my nurs-
ing skills and training to help
those in my church community,”
shares Barbara Hill. She and fel-
low nurse
Sharon
Walls also
know the
relationship
between a
person’s
faith and
their recov-
ery. As a
result, they
have been
searching
for an
opportunity to provide support
that balances these two areas.
Parish Nursing is the perfect
venue to help the nurses of Oak
Grove Church place both their
gifts and their heart’s calling into
active duty. 

Harold Hubble, minister of
seniors and pastoral care, explains
how the Healthcare Team impacts
the life of the church. “The nurses

have touched all ages through this
ministry, from childbirth classes to
the monthly blood pressure
screenings. On several occasions,
seriously high blood pressures
were caught and individuals were
able to go to their doctor for care.” 

Helping seniors decipher prop-
er medicine regimens, grief coun-

seling
for those
in loss,
specific
health
informa-
tion sem-
inars,
provid-
ing sup-
port for
those
coming
home

from the hospital, as well as those
who are homebound, all make a
real difference in people’s lives.
Hubble points out that this min-
istry is a link to the community, as
well. Besides the activities that are
held at Oak Grove, the Healthcare
Team provides a comfort station
for weary mothers at a communi-
ty event with rocking chairs and
infant changing areas. 

This idea isn‘t a new one; the
training and methods continue to
grow along with the profession.
“Parish Nursing has been around
since the mid 1900s,” reflects
Barbara. Local leaders provide
training across denominational
lines. Regional support groups
teach methods that encourage
people in their faith-walk, both in
a healthcare setting and within
the church setting, while stress-
ing strict adherence to the stan-
dards of the American Nurses
Association. Other training
opportunities include continuing
education credits at Frederick
Community College, as well as
The University of Maryland. In
each training event the primary
focus is restoring the balance
between faith and professional
healthcare. 

Working to support programs
like the one at Oak Grove, a local
hospital, Franklin Square of
Baltimore employs registered
nurse Diane Kretzschmar as their
in-house parish nurse. She pro-
vides assistance to churches start-
ing new healthcare teams and
acts as a liaison linking the hospi-
tal to local church health min-
istries. Diane shares, “It is a

blessing to provide outreach for
Franklin Square Hospital into
churches with growing ministries
such as Oak Grove Baptist
Church. Oak Grove has many
gifted nurses and lay persons,
such as Sharon Walls, whose
interest and enthusiasm help Oak
Grove’s parish nurse ministry
grow.”

Oak Grove continues to work
at keeping ministry the focus of
their efforts. Planning meetings
are kept to a minimum and the
members try to create events that
are easily reproducible.
Discussing the future plans for
the church’s Parish Nursing pro-
gram, Barbara Hill shares, “The
healthcare team responds to the
needs that they see around them.
There isn’t any big plan. We are
just following the journey that
God places before us.”

[Editors Note: The Baptist
Nursing Fellowship is a 
program available to nurses in
MD/DE. Contact Carol
Campbell, a nurse from Oasis
Church, via her e-mail:
GUgrad97@aol.com if you are
interested in more information.]

Parish nursing gives the personal touch

MissionsFEST Baltimore promises rewarding experience

2002 compensation study

Betty Williams, Barbara Hill and Dee Jones

BEGIN A RELATIONSHIP

WITH GOD

GOD’S INITIATIVE:

God sent his son, Jesus, to
die on the cross, paying the
penalty for your sins, and
promised “everyone who
believes in him will not perish
but have eternal life.” John
3:16

OUR RESPONSE:

ADMIT…that you need to
be rightly related to God.
Understand that you are
sinner. Pride keeps us from
doing some of the most
important things in life.
Without God’s intervention,
your sin will ultimately lead
to death and eternal separa-
tion from God.
“No one is good –- not even

one. No one has real under-
standing; no one is seeking
God.” Romans 3:10
“For all have sinned; all fall
short of God’s glorious stan-
dard.” Romans 3:23

REPENT…from your sin
and turn to God accepting
by faith His gift of salvation.
“Now turn from your sins and
turn to God, so you can be
cleansed of your sins.” Acts
3:19
“For the wages of sin is death,
but the free gift of God is eter-
nal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord.” Romans 6:23 

BELIEVE…that God’s son,
Jesus Christ, makes it possi-
ble for you to have a rela-
tionship with God.  
“For God was in Christ, recon-
ciling the world to himself…”
2 Corinthians 5:19
“This is real love. It is not that
we loved God, but that he loved
us and sent his son as a sacri-
fice to take away our sins.” 
1 John 4:10

CONFESS…your sin to
God.  If you want to make
this choice now, you can
express that desire to God in
a prayer similar to this one:
“Dear God, I know I am a sin-
ner. I believe Jesus shed his
blood, died and rose again to
take the punishment for my
sin. I accept your offer of for-
giveness and eternal life.  I
thank you for what you have
done for me, and I give you my
life from this day forward.”

EXPRESS…your faith pub-
lically. Share it with a
Christian friend or a pastor.
You will want to become
involved in a local church
where you can grow in your
knowledge of Christ.  If you
choose a Baptist church, you
will be encouraged to be
baptized as a public expres-
sion of your faith.
“If you confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you
will be saved.  Anyone who
believes in him will not be dis-
appointed.” Romans 10:9; 11

DEDICATE…yourself as a
fully devoted follower of
Jesus Christ.  Receiving
God’s gift of forgiveness
through Christ will set your
life in an opposite of the one
you’ve been going. Now
you are following God.
“Jesus said to all of them, ‘If
people want to follow me, they
must give up the things they
want. They must be willing to
give up their lives daily to fol-
low me.’” Luke 9:23

Scripture from the 
New Living Translation



Starting Churches $65,000

Strengthening Congregations $60,000

Meeting Needs $45,000

Developing Leaders $40,000

Goal: $210,000

State Missions Offering • September 8-15, 2002

FOCUSING ON MARYLAND AND DELAWARE MISSIONS



Focus On Maryland/Delawa
Dear Coworker:

“The Lord is not slow in keeping His
promise, as some understand slowness. He
is patient with you, not wanting anyone to
perish, but everyone to come to repen-
tance” (2 Peter 3:9 NIV). The only viable
reason for our Lord to delay His coming is
defined here by Peter. He delays because He wants no one to 
perish. He wants everyone to experience eternal life.

We work in this strategic area under a burden of urgency. As Peter
reminds us in 2 Peter 3:10, “the day of the Lord will come.” The
clock is ticking on our ability to reach our families and our friends
for Christ. That is why our state missions emphasis is so important.
Reaching and surpassing our goal will help us plant churches,
strengthen existing congregations, meet the needs of hurting 
people, and develop leaders to accomplish God’s plan. 

“Our Home” is our responsibility. “His Plan” is to “take this 
message of repentance to all nations . . . beginning in (our)
Jerusalem.” “Our Home-His Plan” focuses resources on Maryland
and Delaware missions. Take time to pray for a movement of God
in our multi-state area. Study the opportunities we have to witness
and minister. Give sacrificially that we may see people come to faith
in Jesus Christ.

God does not want anyone to perish…neither do
Maryland/Delaware Baptists. 

Yours in Him,

David H. Lee

Meeting Needs     $45,000

Associational Missions Support 
$27,000

Ellen Udovich (800) 466-5290
ext. 216

Your offering will provide funding
assistance to our local associations
for specific ministry evangelism proj-
ects that meet physical and spiritual
needs.

• Port Ministry: Volunteers minister
to international seafarers in the
Port of Baltimore through Bibles
and JESUS videos in many lan-
guages.

• Migrant Ministry: Volunteers con-
duct Backyard Bible Clubs, wor-
ship services and other ministries
at numerous migrant camps

throughout the Eastern Shore. 
• Raceway Ministry: Volunteers min-

ister to thousands of NASCAR
fans, racing personnel and their
families in a variety of ways two
weekends a year in Dover.

• Appalachian Regional Ministry:
This cooperative effort with other
states brings mission volunteers
into the Appalachian region of our
state convention.

• Resort Ministry: Volunteers reach
tourists, residents and seasonal
resort workers along Maryland and
Delaware beaches through activi-
ties such as Surf and Sand Clubs
for children, outreach Bible studies
for lifeguards and campground
worship services.

• Fair Ministries: Volunteers from
local associations minister at coun-

ty and state fairs though Scripture
distribution and providing cold

water, baby changing facilities and
Backyard Bible Clubs for children
of fair workers.

• Inner Harbor Ministry: Volunteers
meet needs and share Christ with
the many people who live, work
and recreate in and around
Baltimore’s Inner Harbor area.

• Jail and Prison Ministry: Volunteers
from local associations reach out to
jail and prison inmates through
such activities as Bible study, wor-
ship and ministry to families.

• Trucking Ministry: Volunteers min-
ister to professional truck drivers
and their families through Scripture
and tape distribution, Bible study
and lay counseling.

Baptist Center Ministry $4,500
Canton Baptist Center (Baltimore)
Lloyd Moss (410) 563-1177
Nueva Esperanza (Wilmington)
Chad Cravens (302) 622-8950
State mission offering funds help
finance summer programs for children
and youth, tutoring, English (ESL)
classes, outreach Bible studies for
adults and evangelistic community
events.

Bible & JESUS Video Distribution
$2,000

June Holland or Ellen Udovich
(800) 466-5290
ext. 233 or 216

Scripture and JESUS videos are dis-
tributed through hospitals, prisons,
nursing homes, county fairs, truck
stops, block parties and other creative
outreach events.

Disaster Relief $6,000
Ellen Udovich (800) 466-5290

ext. 216
Local disaster relief training events
equip Maryland and Delaware
Baptists to respond with compassion
and skill to people and communities
in times of crisis.

Chaplains $500
Ellen Udovich (800) 466-5290

ext. 216
Your gift provides scholarship funds

to assist our Maryl
chaplains with ong
development as the
ple in a variety of s
hospitals, correctio
ing homes and pub
cies.
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Conflict Prevention
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are “Our Home, His Plan”
This pro-active strategy is focused
on educating church leaders on how
to deal with the signs of conflict
before they become pervasive, divi-
sive and destructive in the local
church.

Church Refuge Ministry $11,200
Ron Brown (800) 466-5290

ext. 207
State mission offering funds will be
used to partner with churches will-
ing to serve as “refuge” churches
for pastors facing forced termina-
tion.

LeaderCorps $2,000
Don Sweeney (800) 466-5290

ext. 261
This new ministry seeks to mobilize
retirees across our convention to use
their individual skills and experience
to meet a variety of ministry leader-
ship needs in our churches.

African American Church
Development $11,000
James Dixon (800) 466-5290

ext. 227
Mission offering funds will help pro-
vide specialized ministry training for
African-American pastors and lay
leaders.

Church Planting  $65,000

David Jackson (800) 466-5290
ext. 225

The State Mission Offering assists us
in reaching our goal of planting 20
new churches in Maryland and
Delaware in 2003. These include a
new African-American work in
LaPlata, a new multi-cultural work
in Baltimore and a Russian-
Ukrainian work in Wilmington as
well as new works among Brazilian,
Vietnamese and French-speaking
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Congregational Development
Conference $6,000
June Holland (800) 466-5290

ext. 233
This expanded version of the old
state Sunday School Training
Conference equips church leaders in
the areas of Sunday School, Bible
teaching, discipleship, family min-
istry, deacon ministry, special educa-
tion and ministry to various age
groups.

Senior Adult Ministry       $5,000
Ellen Udovich        (800) 466-5290

ext. 216
Your offering gifts will help fund
ministry training for senior adults
and those who work with seniors. 

Women’s Ministry            $7,000
Aquilla Smith          (800) 466-5290

ext. 231
The State Mission Offering helps
equip women of all ages for ministry
in their local settings through mis-
sions, evangelism and spiritual
enrichment. 

Single Adult Ministry        $4,000
Ken Jordan             (800) 466-5290

ext. 213
Offering funds will be used to assist
churches in reaching the never mar-
ried, the separated, the divorced, the
widowed and the single-parent fami-
ly with the gospel of Christ and in
helping single adults grow in their
relationship to God, others and self. 

Youth Leaders Institute     $4,000
Thom Thornton     (800) 466-5290

ext. 220
Our state mission offering will sup-
port practical, regional training for
over 400 churches in our convention
with non-vocational youth leaders.

Prayer Workshops             $3,000
Rick Hancock         (800) 466-5290

ext. 223
Your gift will help provide
Maryland/Delaware churches with
assistance and encouragement in
developing Great Commission prayer
ministries.

Africans here in Maryland and
Delaware. State mission funds will
enable us to make these opportuni-
ties a reality by providing ongoing
training for church planters, assis-
tance with renting facilities and
equipping existing churches to “par-
ent” a new church start.

BCM/D Music Camps $5,500
Bob Simpson (800) 466-5290

ext. 243
The State Mission Offering provides
a camping experience for older chil-
dren and youth that focuses on vocal
and instrumental music instruction.

Music/Worship Network $4,000
Bob Simpson (800) 466-5290

ext. 243
Your gifts will help provide training
and development for professional
and lay music/worship leaders in our
churches.

Operation JumpStart $6,500
Wayne Harris (800) 466-5290

ext. 217
Operation JumpStart is a strategic
initiative designed to “jumpstart”
visioning, planning and growth in
churches that are plateaued, declin-
ing or about to enter a new chapter
in their development.

Hope for Home $10,000
Ken Jordan (800) 466-5290

ext. 213
Your mission offering will help equip
congregations to better minister to
families as Hope for Home initiatives
establish local family ministry teams,
provide training for family ministries
and conduct church family needs
assessments.

VBS/Backyard Bible Clubs
$5,000

June Holland (800) 466-5290
ext. 233

The State Mission Offering helps
fund training events in all our associ-
ations to better prepare local congre-
gations to minister to unchurched
children through Vacation Bible
School and Backyard Bible Clubs.

Strengthening
Congregations

$60,000



Prayer Guide Week of Prayer
for State Missions

*NOTE: Some churches choose to promote the State Mission Offering for the entire month of
September or during a week other than Sept 8-15. For this reason, specific calendar dates are not listed.

� Enlarge the outline map of Maryland and Delaware
found on the clip art page. Cut out individual prayer
requests and tape them to the back of the map
shapes. Distribute these to your group members. Use
these during your group prayer time and then
encourage your members to take them home to use
as a daily prayer reminder throughout the week.

� Use the prayer guide as part of a “missions moment”
during your Sunday or Wednesday service.

� Make copies of the prayer guide (eight days).
Encourage your group members to use the prayer
guide during their daily devotional time each day.

� Looking at the listing of ministry descriptions, lead
your group to select one ministry that particularly
interests them. Contact a representative from that min-
istry and ask them to share specific ways your group
can pray for them. If time allows, invite them to come
and share about their ministry with your group.

� If someone from your group is personally familiar
with a particular ministry (perhaps they have volun-
teered with the ministry or visited the ministry site),
ask them to share briefly about the ministry and their
personal connection to it. Ask them to share how
God has worked through this ministry. Lead the
group to pray for the leaders of this ministry, for the
people who are helped and for the lost people who
hear about Christ through this ministry.

Ways to Use the Prayer Guide

September 8-15, 2002*

Day One
Pray that…
• Potential church planters will

respond to God’s leading and
become a part of our church
planting movement here in
Maryland/Delaware.

• Churches and volunteers will
help prepare the way for new
church starts by helping with
surveys, prayer walks and evan-
gelistic block parties.

Day Two
Pray that…
• Ten mission-minded congrega-

tions will commit themselves to
intentionally planting new
churches in the coming year.

• God will provide church
planters and key leaders to begin
ministries with language groups
we are not currently reaching.

Day Three
Pray that…
• Hope for Home will provide the

opportunity for families to deepen
their commitment to each other,
to other families within the
church and with families in the
community where they live.

• Families within our churches will
renew their commitment to love
their family, grow spiritually, com-
municate clearly, spend time
together, express appreciation for
one another and resolve conflicts
effectively.

Day Four
Pray that…
• Maryland/Delaware churches will

commit to making Vacation Bible
School a key strategy for reaching
children and families in their com-
munity for Christ.

• God will provide physical strength
and safety to our state facilitators
who travel across Maryland and
Delaware each spring to lead VBS
training clinics.

Day Five
Pray that…
• Our Conflict Prevention team

will equip many of our church
leaders with the knowledge and
skills they need to deal with
conflict in a positive manner
before the situation becomes
destructive to the church.

• Churches currently in conflict
will be able to resolve the issues
in a healthy, Christ-like manner
so that they can turn their focus
back to reaching their commu-
nities for Christ.

Day Six
Pray that…
• Skilled retirees will respond to

God’s leading and commit to
serving in local churches as
LeaderCorps volunteers.

• Maryland/Delaware churches
will be enriched as LeaderCorps
volunteers not only meet min-
istry needs but also equip others
to serve.

Day Seven
Pray that…
• God will give wisdom to our

state Disaster Relief Council as
they prepare our convention,
associations and local churches
to respond to disasters of all
types and sizes.

• Maryland/Delaware pastors will
commit to completing disaster-
training requirements so that
they can serve as chaplains when
our disaster relief units are called
into service.

Day Eight
Pray that…
• Women receiving job skills train-

ing through local Christian
Women’s Job Corps ministries
will also come to know Jesus as
their Lord and Savior.  

• Baptist women in Maryland and
Delaware will respond to the
need for godly mentors to walk
beside women moving from
welfare to work.

Starting Churches
Offering Goal: $65,000
Starting new churches is the
most effective way of reaching
lost people for Jesus. Many com-
munities have no evangelical wit-
ness.  Many cultural and ethnic
groups have no opportunity to
hear the gospel in their own lan-
guage.  We are committed to
starting new congregations to
reach these unchurched people.
Your gifts will start 20 new con-
gregations in 2003.

Strengthening
Congregations
Offering Goal: $60,000
Strong congregations are disciple-
making congregations.  We are
committed to developing strong
congregations that reach their
communities for Christ and help
their members grow spiritually.
Your gifts will strengthen congre-
gations by funding such strategies
as Hope for Home ministry to
families and Vacation Bible
School equipping conferences. 

Developing Leaders
Offering Goal: $40,000
Vital, dynamic leadership is key
in starting and developing con-
gregations.  We are committed
to helping people grow in their
current and future leadership
roles.  Your gifts will grow lead-
ers for local churches and mis-
sion endeavors through strate-
gies such as Conflict Prevention
training and LeaderCorps.

Meeting Needs
Offering Goal: $45,000
The spiritual and physical needs
of those we touch through the
ministries of our churches are
both great and diverse.  We are
committed to sharing Christ and
a cup of cold water whenever we
can.  Your gifts will touch the
lives of vacationers, migrant
workers, international seafarers,
racecar drivers, disaster victims
and many more.
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enable local churches in their ministry.
•To pray that a new passion for Jesus
breaks out among our people, our fam-
ilies and our churches from
which God can forge a
spiritual movement
marked by holy living, sac-
rificial service and global
witness.
•To this end we affirm
Empowering Kingdom
Growth as a call for
Southern Baptists to seek
first the King and His
Kingdom.

COUNCIL ON FAMILY
LIFE

A key outreach event
associated with EKG also
was announced at the St.
Louis meeting — a
“Kingdom Families Rally”
June 19, 2003, in Phoenix sponsored by
the Southern Baptist Council on Family
Life.

Council chairman Tom Elliff, pastor
of the First Southern Church, Del City,
Okla., encouraged every pastor to bring
his family to the rally. Among the speak-
ers currently slated are James and Shirley
Dobson, Gary D. Chapman, Dennis and
Barbara Rainey and Christian music
artists Steve and Marijean Green.

The SBC Kingdom Family strategy,
Elliff said, will help divorce-proof
the marriages in Southern Baptist
churches.

Various elements of this focus on the
family will be introduced throughout
the year with much of the initiative
relying on LifeWay Christian Resources
of the SBC, Elliff said.

SBC OFFICERS
In other convention action, retired

appellate court Judge Paul Pressler
of Texas was elected by acclamation as
SBC first vice president. Pressler, wide-
ly regarded as a key leader of the con-
servative resurgence that returned the
SBC to its historic roots, is a member of
First Church, Houston.

E.W. McCall, Sr., a pastor from La
Puente, Calif., was elected second
vice president of the convention.
McCall is pastor of St. Stephen Church
where he has served for 32 years.

John Yeats, editor of the Oklahoma
“Baptist Messenger,” was re-elected
without opposition to a sixth term as
recording secretary.

Jim Wells, a director of missions
from Branson, Mo., edged out longtime
registration secretary Lee Porter. Porter,
a retired denominational employee
from Georgia,
held the post
for 25 consec-
utive one-
year terms. 

RESOLU-
TIONS

By resolu-
tion, messen-
gers called for
churches and
civil authori-
ties to
hold account-
able clergy
members
guilty of sexual abuse.

The resolution addressing sexual
integrity among spiritual leaders was
one of 10 approved at the annual meet-
ing. Messengers passed each of the
10 either unanimously or with only a
few votes in opposition.

The resolution on sexual integrity in
the clergy was presented in the context
of the unfolding sexual abuse scandal
among Roman Catholics, but it prima-
rily called for actions by Southern
Baptists and their leaders.

The messengers called for SBC

churches to discipline those guilty of
sexual abuse according to the pattern
provided by Jesus in Matthew 18 and
to work with government officials in

prosecuting offenders. The resolution
not only encouraged lives of “integrity
and fidelity” among Southern Baptists,
but it urged accountability by spiritual
leaders to the “highest standards of
Christian moral practice.” Messengers
called on the SBC’s seminaries to focus
on ministerial integrity in their
training process.

The other approved resolutions
included:

— Another supporting the United
States’ anti-terrorism campaign and
affirming salvation through Jesus as the
“only ultimate answer to all forms of
terrorism.”

— A resolution urging the U.S.
Senate Judiciary Committee to consider
the president’s judicial nominees in a
timely way.

— An affirmation of Christian coun-
seling that depends upon Scripture
amid a “therapeutic culture.”

— An expression of grief for the
killing of missionary Martin Burnham
in the Philippines and sympathy for his
widow, Gracia, and their three children.

Messengers asked Southern Baptist
entities not to use the Today’s New
International Version (TNIV) in a reso-
lution addressing gender-language
controversy in Bible translation. They
overwhelmingly approved an
amendment brought from the floor by
Gary Richardson of Texas that called
on LifeWay Christian Resources not to
sell the translation in its stores. LifeWay
President James T. Draper Jr. had said
earlier in the week the TNIV would not
be sold in the stores.

In a resolution pledging prayer for
peace in the Middle East, messengers
voiced support for Israel’s existence but

said it should
be “held
accountable to
the same stan-
dards of nation-
al righteousness
as any other
nation.” It
called for
Palestinians to
reform their
government to
“repudiate ter-
rorism and
tyranny.” The
resolution
urged both the

Israelis and Palestinians to advance
religious liberty and peace. It also
affirmed prayer for the “true peace of
our Lord” to rule in the lives of both
peoples.

A resolution calling for President
Bush to place a “high priority” on
enacting a ban on partial-birth abortion
was the only one approved by messen-
gers that was not offered by the
Resolutions Committee. Rick Reeder, a
messenger from Kentucky, presented it
from the floor, and messengers easily
approved it. The SBC also approved a

resolution condemning partial-birth
abortion in 1996. The method involves
the killing of a nearly totally delivered
baby normally in the fifth or sixth

month of pregnancy.

BAPTIST FAITH
& MESSAGE

Controversy over the
International Mission Board’s
recent request for missionaries
to affirm the 2000 Baptist
Faith and Message reached
the floor of the SBC June 11.
Two messengers moved that
changes be made in the
board’s current practice of
asking missionaries to affirm
the faith statement.

One of the messengers,
Bruce Prescott, from First
Church, Norman, Okla., in a
motion concerning missionary
appointments, moved that

messengers vote by ballot to instruct
the International Mission Board and
North American Mission Board to
“grandfather in” those missionaries
appointed to service under the 1925
and 1963 Baptist Faith and Message
statements and rescind any policy
requiring missionaries to sign the faith
statement as a condition for continuing
service. 

Robert Casey, a messenger from
Parkview Church in Gainesville, Fla.,
made the second motion that messengers
vote by ballot to
rescind the cur-
rent policy of
“requiring mis-
sionaries, called
by God, faithful-
ly tested and
dually appoint-
ed by our mis-
sionary boards
according to
biblical stan-
dards, our
Southern
Baptist
Convention
constitution,
article nine,
and Baptist
Faith and
Message 1925,
to sign the
Baptist Faith
and Message
2000 (BF&M) as a condition to continu-
ing their appointment to serve.”

The motions were made in response
to a January letter from IMB President
Jerry Rankin asking the missionaries to
affirm the faith statement. Rankin
explained in a February news release
that missionaries were not being
coerced into signing the document.
“On the contrary,” Rankin wrote, “mis-
sionaries are being asked to sign a
statement that their beliefs are consis-
tent with the current BF&M and that
they will carry out their work in accor-
dance with it.”

The motions were referred to NAMB
and the IMB for further study.

INTERNATIONAL MISSION
BOARD

In response to a question posed
from a messenger following his report
to the convention, IMB President Jerry
Rankin said most missionaries
overwhelmingly have been under-
standing and cooperative, and have
complied with the request.

No missionary has been terminated
for failure to sign it although several
have either resigned or retired rather
than express that accountability to the
convention. Rankin said he expected
there to be a few other missionaries
who will leave.

Rankin informed messengers that
God is empowering Southern Baptists
for His mission and they are respond-

ing in obedience as never before.
During 2001, more than 34,000 volun-
teers and 1,155 new missionaries
joined 5,100 long-term overseas work-
ers, Rankin said. Southern Baptist
missionaries and their co-workers
overseas started 5,775 churches,
33,000 outreach groups and baptized
more than 1,000 new believers every
day.

WOMAN’S MISSIONARY UNION
Wanda Lee, executive director/

treasurer of the Woman’s Missionary
Union, reported to messengers about
the fruit of WMU’s labors, including
“SyncroNations,” an upcoming
National Acteen Convention in
Nashville, Tenn., July 29-Aug. 1, 2003.

“Imagine thousands of girls from
every state spending three days
together to experience hands-on mis-
sions, great worship and the chance
to capture a vision of God’s plan for
their lives in the coming years,” Lee
said of the national gathering, spon-
sored by WMU every five years.

WMU’s Volunteer Connection
sponsored four MissionsFests and one
FamilyFest in 2001, along with plac-
ing 759 Acteens in assignments
around the country and overseas.
More than 330 people from 14 states
participated in these MissionsFests
projects, and the first-ever FamilyFest
brought more than 100 volunteers
from 11 states to Little Rock, Ark.,

prior to the
MissionsFest. 

Another
first in 2001
was the nation-
al Acteens/
Challenger
Event June 25-
29 in
Charleston,
S.C. Some 275
teenagers from
nine states par-
ticipated in a
variety of min-
istry projects.

Christian
Women’s Job
Corps, which
celebrated its
fifth anniver-
sary in May,
provides
women in

need a hand up toward self-sufficien-
cy. Presently operating with 125 sites
in 22 states, the job and life skills
mentoring ministry has added three
new international sites: Chile, South
Africa and an unnamed country.

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION
BOARD

The North American Mission
Board literally passed the baton to
hundreds of messengers as they chal-
lenged them to consider their person-
al role in the “Go” part of the Great
Commission by personally participat-
ing in a mission trip during 2003.

NAMB President Robert E.
Reccord asked anyone willing to
accept a mission commitment to
accept a small aluminum baton from
a Mission Service Corps missionary to
remind them of their commitment.

Mobilization, Reccord said, will be
a primary emphasis during 2003. The
theme for the North American
Mission Study, “Answer the Call,”
will underscore the emphasis.

Reccord also reported that in the
first five years of the entity’s exis-
tence, NAMB saved $40,387,000. The
redirected funds, he said, have made
possible Strategic Focus Cities church
planting and evangelism efforts and
the Nehemiah Project training and
mentoring program on the SBC six
seminaries.

Photo by Kent Harville
Outgoing SBC president James Merritt, center, speaks to

reporters about the SBC’s new “Empowering Kingdom

Growth” task force.  Merritt is the task force’s co-chair,

along with Carlisle Driggers, right, executive director-

treasurer of the South Carolina Baptist Convention. With

them is Morris H. Chapman, president and CEO of the SBC

Executive Committee.

Photo by Sandy King
The three-member gospel group called the

Martins sings during the 145th opening ses-

sion of the Southern Baptist Convention 

Photo by Ken White
Max Lyall, Minister of Music at Woodbrook

Church, Baltimore, plays piano for the WMU

Annual Meeting at the Ferrara Theater,

America’s Center, St. Louis, June 9-10.
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By Shannon Baker

ST. LOUIS (BP) — Even though
Jesus was tired and thirsty in the middle
of a hot day, He felt renewed after
reaching out and meeting the needs of a
lonely outcast, Janet Parshall told a
capacity crowd at the Ministers’ Wives
Conference June 11 in St. Louis.

Parshall, a mother of four, is the host
of the nationally syndicated talk show
“Janet Parshall’s America” in
Washington, D.C., and “Renewing the
Heart” program produced by Focus on
the Family.

Speaking on the theme, “Renew a
Steadfast Spirit within Me,” Parshall
said Jesus talked to the Samaritan
woman despite the day’s societal pre-
disposition to shun women. Even as the
unnamed woman dug in the 150-foot
well to get water, Jesus dug into her
heart, revealing her secrets and her
deepest hunger for intimacy and love.

“What secrets are keeping you from
experiencing life abundantly?” Parshall
asked the women at the annual gather-
ing held in conjunction with the SBC
annual meeting.

Like the Samaritan woman who had
been “tossed from man to man,” many
wives feel the pain of abortion, affairs

and prodigal
children in
their lives, she
said. 

“God wants
to refresh you,
heal you,” she
encouraged. 

Noting that
the world is
watching “the
followers of the
Messiah,” even
as they
watched the
refreshed
Samaritan
woman,
Parshall asked,
“How are you living?”

Turning her attention to the post-
Sept. 11 environment in Washington,
Parshall continued, “Given the events of
the day in which we live, it would be
easy to hide in fear. But God has not
given us a spirit of fear. 

“The profound reality is that God
has dropped us on the historical time-
line for such a time as this.

“The days are only going to get dark-
er. Let your light so shine, so that others
who are thirsty can meet the One who

knows all
about them,”
Parshall said.

Just as Jesus
told His disci-
ples about the
life-giving
“food that they
knew nothing
about” after
His encounter
with the
Samaritan
woman,
women can feel
renewed,
refreshed and
restored when
they reach out

to others, too, Parshall said.
During the conference, the 2002 J.M.

Dawson Award, which recognizes
“distinct denominational contribution
beyond the local church,” was given to
Jeanette Henry, wife of Jim Henry, sen-
ior pastor of First Church, Orlando, Fla.,
where they have served for the past 25
years.

Nancy Sullivan, wife of Florida
Baptist Convention Executive Director
John Sullivan, was recognized for her
efforts in raising the Ministers’ Wives

Endowment Fund. On May 17, Sullivan
reached and exceeded her $200,000 goal.
The fund reduces the cost of luncheons
to make it affordable for ministers’
wives to attend.

Contributions still may be made to
the fund by contacting Sullivan at the
Florida Baptist Convention, 1230
Hendricks Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32207.

The officers for 2003 Ministers’
Wives Conference are president, Janet
Hunt, wife of Johnny Hunt, senior pas-
tor of First Church in Woodstock, Ga.;
vice president, Pam Agee, wife of Bill
Agee, director of missions at Mt. Ridge
Church in Glendale, Ariz.; recording
secretary/ treasurer, Tammy Litton, wife
of Ed Litton, senior pastor of First
Church in North Mobile, Ala.; and cor-
responding secretary, Janice Thomas,
wife of Claude Thomas, senior pastor of
First Church in Euless, Texas.

The featured speaker for next year’s
conference in Phoenix, Ariz., will be
noted author and speaker Liz Curtis
Higgs.

The luncheon, always held at noon
on Tuesday during the SBC annual
meeting, is open to all wives of minis-
ters — pastors, staff members, chap-
lains, missionaries and denominational
workers.

Parshall: Renewal comes from caring for others

Bright: Sad state of American churches is a “scandal”

LIFEWAY CHRISTIAN RESOURCES
In other entity reports, LifeWay

Christian Resources President James T.
Draper Jr., reconfirmed LifeWay’s com-
mitment to SBC churches. Highlighting
the entity’s Internet ministry, Draper
noted that more than 3,500 churches
and associations are using
LifeWayLINK for their websites.

In a FAITH Sunday School evangel-
ism strategy update, Draper said more
than 28,456 people from 6,591 different
churches have been trained at FAITH
clinics.

Draper updated messengers on the
progress of the Holman Christian
Standard Bible translation. He said the
entire Bible is expected to be available
in 2004.

ETHICS & RELIGIOUS LIBERTY
COMMISSION

ERLC President Richard Land said
the culture is locked in a fierce battle
over whether humans will continue to
be defined as unique creations of God
during his June 12 report to the SBC.

“It is one of the most critical issues
we face,” Land said, drawing particular
attention to the human cloning crisis.
He said in January 2001 scientists
announced the creation of the first
genetically modified monkey — “an
advancement that could lead to cus-
tomized primates for medical research.”

“It brings the possibility of genetic
manipulation closer than ever to
humans,” Land warned, noting also
that a watchdog group revealed last
year that a European company had
granted a patent to Australian scien-
tists for the creation of human-animal
hybrids. The patent, he said, involves
the creation of embryos with cells from
humans and mice, humans and pigs,
and humans and goats. 

ANNUITY BOARD
Annuity Board President O.S.

Hawkins declared the past year to be
one of change and success at the
Southern Baptist entity during his SBC
report June 12.

Last year Annuity Board trustees

approved the restructuring of the
investment funds to a registered mutu-
al fund environment called AB Funds
Trust. “This provided the framework
for exciting new services and min-
istries including IRAs and personal
investment accounts,” Hawkins said.

Reflecting on the national and
international market volatility,
Hawkins commended the work of the
Annuity Board’s investment group and
reminded the messengers that retire-
ment planning is a “long-term event.”

“The Annuity Board is ranked as
one of the 150 largest U.S. pension
funds by Pensions and Investments
magazine, and our managers are guid-
ed by a moral and ethical investment
philosophy established by Annuity
Board trustees,” he said.

This year the Annuity Board
trustees approved a new benefit struc-
ture for retirees and widows qualifying
for a monthly supplement of $200, if
single, or $265, if married. More than
3,000 individuals or couples are cur-
rently receiving assistance each month.

2003 SBC ANNUAL MEETING 
LOCATION

The 2003 annual meeting of the SBC
will be held June 17-18 in Phoenix, Ariz.

Photo by Gibbs Frazeur
Christian apologist and talk show host Janet

Parshall addresses the annual meeting of the

Ministers’ Wives Conference of the SBC. 

By Mark Kelly

ST. LOUIS (BP) — The sad state of
America’s churches is one of the great
scandals of Christian
history, and American
Christians must repent,
live in the power of
God’s spirit and pray
for revival, Bill Bright
told messengers dur-
ing the closing session
of the Southern Baptist
Convention June 12 in
St. Louis.

“One of the great
scandals of the cen-
turies is the condition
of the church of Christ
in America today,”
said Bright, founder of
the worldwide evan-
gelistic organization
Campus Crusade for
Christ. 

“The fires burn
brightly in other parts of the world and
in some parts of America, but, oh, we
need to pray for revival and believe God

for revival and begin in our own hearts.”
That revival will only come, however,

when Christians surrender to the lord-
ship of Jesus Christ, confess the sins that

hinder God’s spirit and live
every moment in the power
of the Holy Spirit, he said.

“Now, some will say
that’s not realistic,” Bright
said. “All kinds of prob-
lems plague us daily, but if
we truly understand [who
Jesus is], we are not hin-
dered by circumstances.

“God often uses circum-
stances like illness, loss of
loved ones and financial
reverses for our blessing.
And if we know how to say
thank you in all things and
we learn how to praise
Him during trials and
tribulations, ... God blesses
that expression of faith.”

Bright knows firsthand
about illness and trials.

Doctors only gave him a year to live in
2000 when he was diagnosed with pul-
monary fibrosis, an incurable ailment

afflicting the lungs. He wore an oxygen
tube while speaking to the SBC assem-
bly and had to stop several times with
coughing spasms.

“But I am standing before you by the
grace of God. I am praising Him, though
I am ready at any moment to go.... I can
tell you that the last year of my life has
been the most fruitful, productive and
most joyful year of my life,” said Bright,
author of more than 100 books.

“I am on this oxygen 24 hours a day,”
he said, “but circumstances do not
contribute to misery. It’s our lack of
understanding of who God is and His
wonderful, holy purpose for us that
frustrates so many.”

Campus Crusade for Christ has more
than 25,000 full-time staff and more than
553,000 trained volunteers in 196 coun-
tries. Their “Jesus” film has been trans-
lated into more than 730 languages and
viewed by more than 4.5 billion people
in 234 countries, making it the most
widely viewed film ever produced.
More than 2.5 billion copies of his “Four
Spiritual Laws” booklet have been dis-
tributed in more than 200 languages.

But Bright has not been content with

those achievements. He is deeply
involved in the launch of a new project,
the Global Pastors Network
(www.globalpastorsnetwork.org), which
intends to train 5 million lay pastors to
start 5 million house churches around
the world.

“To surrender yourself totally, irrevo-
cably, without reservation to the living
Christ is the greatest privilege man can
know,” Bright said. “This is life. To live
the self-centered life is to live in self-
imposed spiritual poverty.

“I am 80 years old and I am just
beginning to really understand, though
I preached it for many years, the impor-
tance of being dead to Bill Bright. Bill
Bright has no rights in my life. Christ
has purchased me; I belong to Him. And
if I refuse to walk in the light as he is in
the light, I am the loser.”

After Bright’s message, SBC President
James Merritt quoted 19th-century
Baptist evangelist Dwight L. Moody,
who said, “The world has yet to see
what God can do with one man totally
committed to Him.”

“I believe we heard from that man
today,” Merritt said.

Photo by Kent Harville
Bill Bright founder and chair-

man of Campus Crusade For

Christ addresses messen-

gers at the SBC. He is on

oxygen 24 hours a day.

continued from page eleven

SPECIAL EDITION 2002 SBC - St. Louis Report

SBC - St. Louis 2002 highlights

Baptist Convention of 

Maryland/Delaware

Annual Meeting

November 11-12, 2002

Holiday Inn Select

Solomons, Md.

“Walking Together for the

Sake of the Gospel”

Call today for your reservations!

800.356.2009

(Special rates until October 19)



BL • July 19, 2002 • 13

Mercer and Curry share testimonies of God’s protection

“Highest Power for Greatest Task” stirs SBC theme interpretations  
By Sara Horn 

ST. LOUIS (BP) — The importance
of having purpose, being missions-
minded, raising up a model church, lift-
ing up the cross and seeking spiritual
growth were highlighted in “The
Highest
Power for the
Greatest
Task” theme
interpreta-
tions at the
Southern
Baptist
Convention.

Five speakers focused on the theme
during the SBC’s June 11-12 annual
meeting in the America’s Center in St.
Louis.  One of them, Rick Warren, pas-
tor of Saddleback Valley Community

Church in Lake Forest, Calif., said
Southern Baptists must be more inten-
tional with their lives. 

“So much of what we do won’t mat-
ter in a year, much less eternity,”
Warren said. “You only get the highest

power when you do
the highest task.
God is not obligat-
ed to empower
your ‘to do’ list. If
you want to revital-
ize your life, your
ministry, your
church, your

denomination, then you need to focus
on the greatest task, and not some sub-
task.”

God will only place an anointing on
a person’s life when that individual

cares about what God cares about,
Warren said. “And what God cares
about most is redeemed lives.”

“You must care about what God
cares about,” Warren said. “He wants
his lost children found.”

Recalling that his church went 15
years before breaking ground on its first
building, Warren asked, “Do you think
it was fun to set up and break down a
church of 10,000 every week? But we
did it because people need God’s love.

“Over the last seven years we have
baptized 9,117 people,” Warren contin-
ued. “Ladies and gentlemen of the
Southern Baptist Convention: That is
God’s agenda. Nothing else. The agen-
da is the redemption of lost souls.”

Nothing matters more than leaving a
legacy of God’s agenda, Warren said.

By Norm Miller & Joni B. Hannigan

ST. LOUIS (BP) — Two former
Muslims responded June 12 to com-
plaints from Islamic groups that a speak-
er’s comments
at the Southern
Baptist Pastors’
Conference in
St. Louis were
“bigoted” and
“hateful.”

National
media have
widely report-
ed that Jerry
Vines, pastor of
First Church,
Jacksonville,
Fla., described
Muhammad as
a “demon-pos-
sessed
pedophile”
during a June 10 sermon and that Vines
inferred that Islam teaches the destruc-
tion of non-Muslims.

Clarifying that Vines not only quoted
from their recent book, “Unveiling
Islam,” Emir and Ergun Caner said Vines
also quoted from the Hadith, a highly
respected source for Islamic teaching
among Muslim clerics and followers
worldwide. The Hadith itself verifies that
Muhammad married a 6-year-old girl
and consummated the marriage when
she was 9, the professor-brothers said.

“It’s simply a matter of quoting
[Islamic] sources,” said Emir Caner, an
assistant professor of church history and
Anabaptist studies at Southeastern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake

Forest, N.C.
“If we are
wrong in our
understand-
ing of the
Islamic scrip-
tures, we
would be
happy to be
corrected.”

The spe-
cific Hadith
citation con-
cerning
Muhammad’s
pedophilia is
in volume 7,
book 6, num-
ber 64 and 65,

said Ergun Caner, an assistant professor
of theology and church history at Criswell
College in Dallas.

Both Emir and Ergun Caner were
Sunni Muslims who became Christians in
1982.

“The comments in question cannot be
considered bigotry when they come
from Islamic writings,” Ergun Caner said.

A lengthy passage from the Hadith,
volume 1, book 1, chapter 1, shows
that Muhammad himself believed he was
under demonic influence, but it notes

that Muhammad’s wife is the one who
deemed his experience as “divine,”
Ergun Caner said.

Concerning terrorism and Islamic
jihad, Emir Caner noted variant
interpretations by Muslims themselves.
Some see jihad as a “spiritual war,” and
others, “physical,” he said.

“Some Muslims want to allegorize
their own scriptures because they don’t
want to defend jihad,” Emir Caner said.
“But if you take the Koran at its word,
or Muhammad at his word, then you’ll
find physical jihad.”

The highest level of Muslim heaven
— which has 70 perpetual virgins on
couches — is reserved for Muslims who
“shed their blood,” said Ergun Caner said,
referencing Hadith 135.

Islam’s tilt toward violence, Emir
Caner said, also is reflected in the
Koran: “Slay the enemy where you find
him, Surah 9.92,” whereas Christians are
commanded to love their enemies.

“A so-called Christian who bombs an
abortion clinic or shoots an abortionist
and says God told him to do it does that
act against the Bible,” Ergun Caner said.
“But the Muslim who commits acts of
violence in jihad does so with the
approval of Muhammad.

“When 9/11 happened, we were all
shocked. But where was the internation-
al outrage when jihad killed 3 million
people in Sudan?” Ergun Caner asked.

As former Sunni Muslims, the Caners
cite the major differences between Islam

and Christianity as the “personalness” of
God, and “grace as opposed to works.”

“Jesus Christ ... is ultimately personal
and wants to have a relationship with
me,” Ergun Caner said.

The Koran says Allah “is as close as
your jugular vein, which is a place of
fear, not of faith,” Emir Caner said. “As
Muslims, grace was a foreign word to
us,” he said, having noted in an earlier
interview that the only way a Muslim
can be assured of heaven outside of
dying in jihad is whether his good
works outweigh his bad ones.

“So do my beliefs dictate that good
Muslims will go to hell?” Ergun Caner
asked. “The answer to that is: Good
Southern Baptists will go to hell. The
issue at hand is not one of religious
practice, it is one of personal relation-
ship.”

Christianity is “exclusivistic” in its
claims, but universal in its appeal to
others, Ergun Caner said. Christianity
versus Islam is not a “we win, you
lose” outcome, he said. “We want to
tell all Muslims everywhere that they
can be freed from ‘scales of Islam.’”

He noted, “Our culture is suffering
the Oprah-ization of America, or the
idea that we all just need one big
Oprah group hug and there will be
peace.

“But I say there will never be peace,
not in Jerusalem, not in the Holy Land,
not until the Prince of Peace, Jesus
Christ, comes back.”

Comments about Muhammad originate in key Islamic source, profs say

to love and worship God — to experience
His presence and sense His nearness. Short-
term mission trips stoked the fire that was
growing in her heart to be one of those
who would go to share Jesus with the 2.5
billion people who haven’t yet had a
chance to know Him and His love.

“The verse that really got me out there
[was] Isaiah 6:8,” Curry said. “When He
says, ‘Whom shall I send?’ I realized God
was just looking for anyone willing to go.
He’s looking for any heart that will say,
‘Lord here I am, I’m willing to go. Send me.’

“I realized those weren’t my tears but
God’s tears because His heart breaks every
day for those who have never had a chance
to hear and those who are dying without
His love,” Curry added. “Our pastor
shared one of the main motivations for
evangelism is to heal God’s broken heart.
Since God had healed my broken heart, I
wanted to help heal His.”

During her first 18 months in Afghanistan
Curry worked with mothers and children
who needed medical attention. When
Mercer arrived they began to work with
street children.

“Literally from the time they woke up
in the morning until late into the evening
they would carry these little plastic sacks
and they would go from house to house, try-
ing to collect pieces of bread to take home to
their family,” Curry said. The two missionar-

ies provided a warm lunch, job training and
jobs so they wouldn’t have to beg.

“It was so easy to share about our
faith,” Curry said. “It was so natural.
Almost every day someone would ask us,
‘Why would you come here?’ It was awe-
some to say, ‘Because God loves you. He
told us to come because He loves the
Afghan people.’ Muslims don’t know that
God loves them.”

It was the showing of the “Jesus” film
that brought about their arrest last August.

“I was really shocked and afraid,”
Curry said. “That first evening, we held
hands as tight as we could and we sang
worship songs and we tried to quote every
Scripture we could remember. His pres-
ence came and it washed over us. Peace
like a river just came and flooded our
souls.”

Ten days after they first were impris-
oned, the Taliban let Curry and Mercer go
to their home and get a few things, includ-
ing their Bibles.

Curry recited some of the Scriptures
that encouraged her. Psalm 27: “I will see
his goodness in the land of the living;”
Psalm 91: “No evil will befall you;” Psalm
118: “I will not die, but live and proclaim
the works of the Lord.”

Learning of prayers not only for them
but for Afghanistan showed them their
imprisonment was part of God’s plan to

bring the whole world to Him, Curry said,
her voice shaking in earnestness.

“Guys, Jesus wants to come back but
He’s still waiting for these last remaining
nations and people groups who have never
heard,” Curry said. “And this generation
can see it happen. We’ve got airplanes. It’s
easy to get to everybody. It can happen if
we respond and go because, really, the har-
vest is great but the laborers are few.”

“I really believe God has blessed
Southern Baptists, given you resources so
you can touch the ends of the earth,”
Curry said. “My prayer is that thousands
upon thousands will be sent from among
you so you can be a part and see this
world changed for the glory of the Lord
Jesus Christ.”

Mercer said people tried to dissuade her
from going to Afghanistan by asking her why
she would want to go someplace where they
don’t really want to hear what she had to say.

“That’s a big fat lie. That’s not true,”
Mercer said. “All over the world there are
2.5 billion people who are waiting to hear
about the love of Jesus.”

Mercer acknowledged she had a hard
time in prison.  “I did not do prison the
way I hoped I would do it,” she said. “For
the better half of the 105 days we spent in
prison, I found myself wrestling with God.
I wrestled with Him hard. I asked all the
hard questions. I asked Him, ‘Why, why

do we have to be in prison, why do we
have to go through this?’ He tenderly
encouraged me. He said, ‘Well, Heather,
what did you pray before you came here?
You want to see my glory fill this nation. It
might cost you everything. Heather, are
you willing to lose your life so you might
find it here?’

“I’m so glad I had to wrestle with God
on those issues and I’m so glad I lost that
fight,” Mercer said. “It was the mercy of
God to let me lose it and to say, ‘Yes, God,
I do want to see your kingdom come in
Afghanistan. You are my boss. You are my
leader and I choose to follow you no mat-
ter what.’ 

“It might cost everything to see
Afghanistan come to know Jesus, to see
the people of Afghanistan come to know
Him. And you know what? It might cost
the church of Jesus Christ everything to
see His church established around the
earth and to see His glory fill the earth.

“This is really what I believe with all
my heart,” Mercer said. “Once we’ve
decided to pay the price and to say, ‘Yes,
Jesus, whatever it costs, I choose to
obey,’ we’ll find out in the end it really
cost us nothing because all we wanted
was Jesus anyway. So that’s my encour-
agement, that Jesus is worthy, that He
will fill the earth with His glory; He will
establish His church.”

Photo by Van Payne
Scholars Ergun Caner, right, and his brother,

Emir answer questions from reporters.

Photo by Justin Veneman
Rick Warren, pastor of Saddleback

Church, Lake Forest, Calif., pres-

ents a theme interpretation on the

second day of the SBC in St.

Louis.

“You only get the highest power

when you do the highest task. 

God is not obligated to empow-

er your ‘to do’ list.”

- Rick Warren

continued from page one
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By Bob Gerstmyer
Executive Director

As the Executive Director of
BFCS, my eyes are fixed
firmly on the future. After

all, this is a growing,
changing agency with
a big, future-oriented
mission: to give a
new start to kids and
families who need
one. Still, it is impor-
tant to remember
that, while planning
for and growing into
the future, we are ful-
filling and continuing
a legacy of care that
began more than 82 years ago!

In 1920, a group of Maryland
Baptists led by spice entrepreneur
Willoughby M. McCormick
founded the “Baptist Children’s
Home of Maryland.” The purpose
for this agency, stated in the origi-
nal Articles of Incorporation filed
with Baltimore City in 1920 was
“the care of orphan children and
other children in need of care
because of neglect or dependence;
to [provide for] the children in its
care the atmosphere of a normal,
private Christian home with the
influence and safe guards there
found, and to fit them for life’s
duties and responsibilities.”

From the very beginning, BFCS
has used a combination of servic-
es and material support in order
to help families heal and grow. In
1923, for example, the agency
placed 10 homeless children into
temporary or permanent families
and assisted 27 other kids through
a material-support program. In
one extraordinary case, BFCS
assumed the mortgage payments
of a widow with five children and
arranged a more affordable repay-
ment program for her. This course
of offering simple services and
(usually) modest material aid con-
tinued for the first 60 years of the
agency’s existence.

As the years passed, our
Articles of Incorporation were
revised and expanded to include
specific ways in which Baptist
Family & Children's Services (as it
came to be called in 1989) would

fit the children in our care
for “life’s duties and
responsibilities.” These
strategies came to include
foster care, professional
training and counseling.
Quoting from a more
recent version of BFCS’s
Articles of Incorporation
(1990), BFCS has as its
mission the “offering of
Christian instruction,
Christian counseling and

other such services as necessary to
assist underprivileged, distressed
and neglected children and their
families.”

Each of our current programs
extends this definition of BFCS’s
mission. CHOSEN Treatment
Foster Care helps guide abused
and neglected children into the
safe harbor of loving families. The
McCormick Family Life Institute
offers Christian instruction to par-
ents and professionals who work
with families and children. The
Baptist Family Counseling Service
is at the heart of the work that
BFCS was created to do: support-
ing the spiritual growth and men-
tal health of the traditional family.
The CareNow Family
Preservation Program draws upon
the resources of every other pro-
gram to provide comprehensive
family services to families referred
by BCM/D churches.

Creating these four programs
to fulfill our mission of service
was no small task. I came on
board in 1981 and began planning
for a more ambitious, comprehen-
sive and individualized set of
services. At the time, the BCM/D
had formally requested that BFCS
develop a comprehensive infor-
mation and referral network
throughout Maryland and

Delaware for use by pastors and
church leaders from BCM/D
churches. BFCS continues to pro-
vide that network of resources to
our churches. By the late ‘80s, our
Board of Trustees approved and
reported to the Executive
Committee of the General
Mission Board a plan to develop
family services that span a contin-
uum from prevention to early
intervention through crisis inter-
vention and remediation. Put sim-
ply, we wanted to become an
agency that could help families
and kids at any stage of need.

So we began CHOSEN - a for-
mal foster care program that not
only placed children in foster
homes but actively managed their
treatment, helping them recover
from horrible situations of neglect
and abuse. 

CareNow began as “Families
Together Ministries” and now
offers a focused, outcomes-driven
system for providing support to
families throughout the BCM/D.

The McCormick family’s
importance in the life of our
agency did not end with the pass-
ing of Willoughby McCormick in
1932. Indeed, in recent years the
McCormicks have made major
contributions to the agency

through their great leadership
and generosity. In 1996, Mother
Mary, Hugh and Joy McCormick
laid the financial foundation for
the McCormick Family Life
Institute.

The Baptist Family Counseling
Service has begun to offer profes-
sional Christian counseling to
children and adolescents with
drug or alcohol dependencies,
families dealing with general
child-behavior issues and families
dealing with the challenges of
elder care.

Our continuum of services is
now developed, thank God. Now
the challenge is before us to pro-
vide all of these services to all of
our constituencies in Maryland
and Delaware. 

So while we as Baptists offer
new services and adapt old ideas

to fit the changing context of
family life in America at the
beginning of the 21st century, it
is important to keep an eye on
the past, to learn from and be
guided by the wise policies of
the men and women--like Mr.
and Mrs. Willoughby McCormick
--who have helped to create
BFCS and keep it dedicated to
the service of God through the
service of families. 
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Bob Gerstmyer
BFCS Executive Director

Baptist Family and

Children’s Services 
7175 Columbia Gateway Dr.,
Ste. F Columbia, MD 21046-
2537

Phone: 410-872-1050
800-621-8834 
Fax: 410-872-1047 
E-mail:
baptistfamily@baptistfamily.org
www.baptistfamily.org

Would you like to be on
our e-mail list? Send a
message to: 
baptistfamily@baptistfamily.org

BFCS builds on a legacy of care—a history lesson

CareNow Family Preservation adds two staff members

To access the CareNow
Information & Referral
Hotline, please call (410)
872-1050, extension 113.
This line is manned
between the hours of 9
am and noon, Monday
through Friday. At all
other times, a voice mail
system collects messages.
These messages are
checked regularly
throughout business
hours.

CareNow

Information and 

Referral Hotlne

Want More?

Sign up for our quarterly
newsletter Family Life. Stay
abreast of the latest from
BFCS all year long. Receive
updates on our programs,
cases and other child and
family-related topics. 

Also, sign up for our new
CareNow Communicator
monthly newsletter. Packed
with stories and pictures, the
Communicator is your link
to the exciting work of
BFCS’s CareNow Family
Preservation Program. 

Call Tim Durkin at 410-872-
1050 extension 143 or email
baptistfamily@baptistfami-
ly.org with your name and
address to get on the list
today!

By Amy Patrick
CareNow Coordinator

The CareNow Family
Preservation Program is
very pleased to announce

the addition of two full-time
Family Treatment Managers,
Colleen Dougherty and Judy
Maples. 

Colleen has a Bachelor’s
Degree in Psychology and a
Master of Science in Clinical
Psychology from Loyola College
in Maryland. Before coming to
BFCS, she completed an extern-
ship at Mt. Washington Pediatric
Hospital where she performed

assessments and refined her clin-
ical skills. She has also worked at
the Cardinal
Hayes Home for
Children in New
York where she
was a direct care
worker for men-
tally and physi-
cally challenged
children. She has
been on staff at
BFCS since
January as a
Family Treatment
Manager in the
CHOSEN therapeutic foster care
program. In her free time, Colleen

enjoys singing in her church and
keeping up with professional

sports. We are
confident that
Colleen’s dedica-
tion to giving kids
and families a
new start and her
unsurpassed abili-
ty to build rap-
port with her
clients will be
valuable assets to
CareNow.

Judy Maples
has been on staff

at BFCS since 1995 in various
capacities. Throughout her tenure

with the agency, she has worked
as the Administrative Assistant for
Families Together, Executive
Assistant, Events Coordinator,
Business Office Manager, and the
Recruitment, Training, and
Approval Coordinator with CHO-
SEN. In her spare time, Judy is an
active member of Severn Baptist
Church and also works at Sarah’s
House shelter at Fort Meade. At
the shelter, Judy is the volunteer
coordinator and helps families get
connected to resources in order to
become self-sufficient. Judy uses
her southern hospitality and her
love for the Lord to instill hope
and joy in everyone she meets.

Final details have come
together for Baptist Family &
Children's Services’ Annual
Banquet 2002. BFCS will host an
evening of food, friendship and
fund-raising on October 15, 2002.
The keynote speaker will be for-
mer NFL and UM quarterback
Frank Reich. Frank will be joined
by Jim McComb, Executive
Director of MARFY (the Maryland
Association of Resources for
Families and Youth) and James
Robie, Howard County Executive.
Bryan Patrick, Minister of Music
at FBC Laurel, will provide the
evening’s music along with
Robert Simpson, BCM/D

Consultant/Specialist for Music
and Worship. 

Tickets cost $60 and tables of
10 cost $550. Businesses that
wish to offer corporate support
at the $850 level will see their
company’s logo displayed on the
evening’s promotional material
and will receive special recogni-
tion from the podium. This is a
wonderful (and fun) way to sup-
port the ministries of Baptist
Family & Children's Services.

For more information or to order
your tickets today, please call Public
Relations Associate Tim Durkin at
(800) 621-8834, extension 143.

BFCS annual banquet 2002 

BFCS Still Needs 

Foster Parents

Two months ago in this
paper, we made an impas-
sioned plea for members of
BCM/D churches to become
Treatment Foster Parents in
the CHOSEN Program.
Several readers of Baptist
Life have responded, but we
need to hear from more of
you!

These kids “belong” to all
of us. Their care is a respon-

sibility that we must all take
on together. Only through
the active involvement of
our entire church community
will these kids get better.

If you are interested in
helping give a deserving
child a great new start, con-
tact Tricia Walters at 410-872-
1050, extension 112. (Please
note: Maryland law requires
that our foster parents live
within 50 miles of our
Columbia offices.)

THE FAMILY CIRCUS®

by Bil Keane

Reprinted in Baptist LIFE with special permission of Bil Keane.



PASTOR –– Chestnut Ridge
Baptist Church is searching for a
pastor who feels led by God to
help us grow.  Our six year old
church is located in central
Baltimore County. If you are a
strong leader who accepts the
Bible as the Word of God, and are
interested in community outreach,
please contact us at
joydykman@aol.com or send
inquiries and/or resumes to:
Pastor Search Committee,
Chestnut Ridge Baptist Church,
1010 Saters Lane, Lutherville, MD
21093.

CUSTODIAN NEEDED –– Full-
time custodian needed for clean-
ing and maintenance of facility.
Interested parties, please contact
Jane Crowell, Board Chairman,
Faith Baptist Christian School,
Laurel, MD at (301) 776-3299.

MINISTER TO YOUTH ––
Wanted:  Immanuel Baptist
Church is seeking a part time
Minister to Youth. The person will
be expected to develop a ministry

to young people that provides
opportunities for worship, evan-
gelism, fellowship, service and
discipleship. Immanuel is located
in the growing Perry Hall/White
Marsh area with unlimited poten-
tial for growth. Please send
resumes and cover letters to
Minister to Youth Search
Committee, Immanuel Baptist
Church, 5050 Bucks Schoolhouse
Road, Baltimore, MD 21237.

DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS ––
Piedmont Baptist Association,
Greensboro, NC is seeking a full-
time Director of Missions in
Metropolitan area, 63 churches.
Candidate should be an active
SBC Christian, DOM experience
preferred, ascribe to the Baptist
Faith and Message, called to asso-
ciational missions, and have
received at least a master’s
degree. Send resume, with refer-
ences to Mrs. Dean Malone,
Secretary, 6102 O’Briant Ct.,
Greensboro, NC 27410 or email to
dholliday@triad.rr.com.

PART-TIME MINISTER OF
MUSIC –– Responsibilities: To
oversee the music program and

direct adult choir and congrega-
tional worship.  Send inquiries
and/or resumes to: Personnel
Committee, Rolling Hills Baptist
Church, 11510 Johns Hopkins
Road, Clarksville, MD 21029,
(301) 490-4777.

PASTOR –– First Baptist Church
of Lansdowne, with 125 active
members, is seeking God’s will in
finding a pastor. Resumes will be
accepted until September 30, 2002,
at the following address: FBC
Lansdowne, Attn: Pastor Search
Committee, 2320 Alma Road,
Lansdowne, MD 21227. Questions
can be addressed to Mike
Greenlee at (410) 247-3655.

PASTOR –– Full-time pastor posi-
tion available effective 1 January
2003 at Indian Head Baptist
Church in Indian Head, MD. We
are a small congregation whose
pastor will be retiring at the end
of the year after 10+ years of
faithful service. The Pastor Search
Committee is accepting resumes
through 15 August 2002.
Interested candidates should send
resumes to Indian Head Baptist
Church, 27 Raymond Ave., Indian

Head, MD  20640 or e-mail them
to ihbc@erols.com, or fax to (301)
743-3978.

ACCOMPANIST NEEDED ––
Olney Baptist Church - Part-time
paid position. For more informa-
tion call church office at (301) 774-
5433 or send resume to Olney
Baptist Church, 17525 Georgia
Avenue, P.O. Box 325, Olney, MD
20830-0325.

LIN WALLBERG, SOLO
HANDBELLS –– Available for
concerts, worship services, clinics,
or weddings.  Add the beautiful
touch of handbells to your special
occasion.  Contact: Lin Wallberg
Phone: (301) 586-0317 E-mail:
wallberg@juno.com

RETREAT TO THE OCEAN –
The Baptist Retreat Center in
Ocean City is available for Fall –
Spring Retreats.  We can accom-
modate groups as large as 65.  For
more info. call (410) 289-6573 or
check http://www.OCBaptist.org.
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TO PLACE AN ADEmployment

Miscellaneous

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX
YOUR AD – Deadlines are
the last Friday of each
month for the following
month’s issue. Classified
advertising is 75 cents per
word ($18.00 minimum) for
BCM/D churches and
church members; 85 cents
per word ($20.00 minimum)
for non-profit organiza-
tions; and 95 cents per
word ($25.00 minimum) for 
commercial organizations.
Word count does not
include words with two let-
ters or less. Spot color is
available for an additional
$10 per ad. Contact us for
display ad pricing. The
entire paper is also acces-
sible online at 
www.baptistlifeonline.org

BCM/D Men’s Ministries invites you to  

a night at the ballpark

Come join us watch the Baltimore Orioles 
beat the Toronto Blue Jays. Bring your family
and friends out for one last night of summer
fun before school starts.  

Tickets are only $10! 
Reserve your spot today!             
800.466.5290  x232 

Registration deadline 
is August 9th.

Friday Night 
August 23 at 7:05 p.m.

Lighthouse Baptist Church
Waldorf, MD
Construct new worship/education facility.
Contact Rev. Calvin Johnson  
301-893-3930

El-Bethel Baptist Church
Fort Washington, MD
Renovate commercial building into 
worship facility.
Contact Rev. James Dixon
301-292-0800

Construction Workers Needed

Off-Campus Degree Program 
Offered by the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary (SBTS)-
Classes are held at the Baptist Center in Columbia. Each three
credit course runs five weekends and costs $381. Fall Semester
begins August 23, 2002. Registration Deadline is August 2!  
(Call for an application today.)  

Fall 2002 Courses
(Friday, 7-9:30 pm and Saturday, 8:30 am–2:30 pm)

Aug. 23 – Sept. 21 Dr. Ken Magnuson
Survey of Christian Ethics, Course #29250

Sept. 27 – Oct. 26 Dr. James Chancellor 
Introduction To Church History, Part 1: The Early
Church to the Reformation, Course #25100

Nov. 1 – Dec. 7 Dr. James Chancellor                               
Introduction To Church History, Part 2: The Early
Church to the Reformation, Course #25120

For more information, call Linda Waggoner, 410-290-5290 or
800-466-5290, ext. 222, or email: lwaggoner@bcmd.org.




	Front Page
	Southern Baptists hear from Bush, elect new SBC president 
	Mercer and Curry bring lessons of Afghan imprisonment to SBC messengers
	Perspectives
	Church Life
	Plant Life: The search for truth brought them here
	Mission LIFE: Students coming and going...coming...going...coming
	Disciple LIFE: One direction, one call
	Leader LIFE: What does God expect
	Convention LIFE
	Parish nursing gives the personal touch
	MissionsFEST Baltimore promises rewarding experience
	State Missions Offering Special insert
	Prayer Guide
	Parshall: Renewal comes from caring for others
	Bright: Sad state of American churches is a “scandal”
	Comments about Muhammad originate in key Islamic source, profs say
	“Highest Power for Greatest Task” stirs SBC theme interpretations

	Family LIFE
	BFCS builds on a legacy of care—a history lesson
	CareNow Family Preservation adds two staff members
	BFCS annual banquet 2002

	Classifieds
	2002 YEC 

