
By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. –– Ken
Rhodes, Mississippi director of
missions mobilization and Paul
Harrell, Mississippi coordinator
for the
Mississippi
and BCM/D
partnership,
arrived at
the Baptist
Center one
hot day last
month to
meet with
BCM/D
Executive
Director
David Lee,
David Jackson, Rick Hancock,
and several other consultant

specialists. Everyone greeted
each other good-naturedly and
swapped some catfish and crab
comments. But Rhodes and
Harrell brought a lot more than
fish stories to Maryland/
Delaware. They brought a

check for
$100,000
from the
Mississippi
onvention,
which they
presented
to Lee for
BCM/D’s
church
planting
efforts. This
is the third
check in the

same amount that Mississipi has
given to Maryland/Delaware

over the course of the three
years of partnership.

Rhodes said Mississippi is
happy to be able to give the
money. Church planting is a
priority that Maryland/
Delaware and Mississippi
share.

“…That’s the piece we’re
really excited about being able
to contribute to,” Rhodes said.
In fact, Rhodes said the
Mississippi Convention is look-
ing forward to learning from
BCM/D’s church planting
expertise. 

“The relationship between
Mississippi and BCM/D, I
think, has been the most posi-
tive partnership we have had,”
Rhodes said. 

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

BALTIMORE, Md. ––Patricia
(first name only to protect her pri-
vacy) had a problem. Her
Baltimore home was falling apart.
Her ceilings were collapsing and
she needed a new roof, but she
just didn’t have the funds to do
anything about it. She was in a
tough spot. But this summer she
got more help than she thought
possible. Two crews of World
Changers workers, about 15 peo-
ple, mostly teenagers, arrived
early each morning for a week,
rolled up their sleeves and went
to work. They painted, replaced
the ceilings and some wiring and
lights, installed a pipe in the
water heater and put on a new
roof with a vent.

Then there were the “surpris-
es.” Patricia entered her home one
afternoon near the end of the
week to find carpeting and ceiling
fans that the kids had donated to
her. She also found Bibles, posters
and pictures of the workers.  

“What they did was so over-
whelming. Words can’t even say
what you feel. There were so
many things I wanted to say to
them before they left, but I just
started crying,” she said.

“They were here at 7:30 every
morning. They had to move fur-
niture and inhale that debris. And
it was so hot I worried about
them. They were nice kids. We
had fun. We had a cookout on
Friday. They were awesome.”

Remember when you were a
teenager enjoying those long
summer days and nights? Can
you imagine deciding to pay $235
plus possibly the cost of a plane
ticket and other expenses to trav-
el to another state, sleep on a
floor, eat at a school cafeteria and
hammer away with strangers on
another stranger’s house while
sweat drips from your body?
That’s what World Changers
workers do each year. And they
love it.

North American Mission
Board (NAMB) sponsored World
Changers began in 1990 with the
goal to get students out of the
classrooms and into hands-on
missions experiences. The focus
is to change the lives of the par-
ticipants by giving them an
opportunity to change someone
else’s world. 

This summer 365 youth and
adult supervisors spread
throughout Baltimore ready to
change lives and be changed.
Baltimore was one of 90 cities
that World Changers workers
visited this year. They came from
Maryland, West
Virginia,
Virginia,
Georgia, North
and South
Carolina, and
even
Minnesota. The
teens and adult
volunteers
worked all day,
ate dinner, had
devotions and
slept at Perry
Hall High
School.

David
Childs, a mem-
ber of Long
Green Church,
who coordi-
nates the project for Baltimore,
said workers predominantly
spent their time working on
homes in the Hillendale area.
They also worked on properties
in the York Road area, Middle
River and Dundalk.  

Childs is the voice of World
Changers in Baltimore. He pours
enthusiasm into the program and
his voice takes on a new lilt when
he talks about it. Childs runs his
own moving company business
and works full-time. And he
formed Impact Baltimore, a non-
profit organization to facilitate
World Changers projects. Impact
Baltimore is a separate entity and
not a religious organization. 

“The program is a cooperation
between the NAMB, local churches
and Impact Baltimore,” Childs
said.  Impact Baltimore works to
get grants from the Baltimore
County Office of Community
Conservation.”

The county takes the applica-
tions and qualifies the people who
need the work done. Impact
Baltimore also contracts with pub-
lic schools to use their facilities for
sleeping and eating. Childs went
with World Changers to Danville,
Va. with a group of eight or nine
volunteers from Long Green
Church.

“We didn’t have clue what we
were getting involved in,” Childs
said, but the experience changed
Child’s life.

“I saw what a dramatic impact
it had on kids and adults. God just
put the burden on my heart that
you need to do more than worry
about your own needs. Little by
little small groups got involved as
we went regularly as a church
group.”

Childs and others in his group
wanted to see World Changers
come to Baltimore. He began to
call around and everyone thought
it was a great idea, but no one real-
ly wanted to take the bull by the
horns. So Childs did. He

requested that the World Changers
project come to Baltimore in his
own name. Then he and a few oth-
ers approached representatives
from Baltimore County. 

“We sold it to them, got funding
lined up, and worked with the
schools. We did the legwork. You
have to do it in advance before
World Changers will come.” 

Churches got involved by
“adopting” work crews. The
crews went to the sponsoring
church for worship and the
church members fed the teams
lunch on the jobsites. The youth
helped the churches by volunteer-

ing their evenings
for evangelistic
outreach programs.
White Marsh, Long
Green, Middle
River, Dundalk and
Emmanuel United
churches sponsored
World Changers
crews. Several
churches from
other denomina-
tions also helped.

Though basic
labor is the pri-
mary work, World
Changers teams
do a whole lot
more. World
Changers’ empha-
sis isn’t on chang-

ing homeowners’ lives – it’s
geared to change participant’s
lives. The theme this year was
“live the call,” based on model-
ing Paul’s life and what it cost
him to follow Christ. 

“A lot of what kids and adults
get out of it is that it encourages
them to be more active in witness-
ing when they get home. Many
decided to do summer missions, to
become semester missionaries and
make life decisions to pursue mis-
sions as a career.

Chris Hope, a member of
Middle River Church, began vol-
unteering with World Changers in
1997 when he was 15 years old.  
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What are you reading these
days? I hate to admit it,
but I am way behind on

my reading. New books, new peri-
odicals and new websites appear
daily, it seems. I have a hard time
keeping up. As is the case anytime
we get under a time squeeze,
something has to give. I certainly
cannot afford to shortchange the
reading of the most important
book, the Word of God. I feel a
need to keep up with materials and
resources that will make me more
knowledgeable and effective as a
leader and a disciple. I am passion-
ate about church health and church
growth and read all that I can get

my hands on. So in my case, what
has been absent is taking time to
read something that is fiction. Until
recently! My wife has been decry-
ing my deficiency for some time
now. She knows that all business
can make me dull, even if it is
important business. Here is how
she solved my problem. 

You know I travel a lot. To put it
another way, I often live in my car.
I am not complaining. That is just
reality. Fortunately, my wife is now
able to travel with me most of the
time. Thus, when we travel by car,
she reads to me. The rule is that it
has to be fiction. You would not
believe how much that has

enriched my life. I thoroughly
enjoy it. It also gives us something
other than “work” to talk about. I
must admit; it has even spawned
some healthy conversations about
life, marriage, and work! 

I have a recommendation for
you. I don’t make it a practice to
recommend fiction, but this war-
rants your read. It is also some-
thing that you and your spouse
will thoroughly enjoy reading
together. Jan Karon wrote the
series of books called the Mitford
series. The first volume of seven is
a New York Times Bestseller “At
Home in Mitford.” It is the story of
a minister who serves a small

town parish. It is both delightful
and profound reading. I recom-
mend that you share it together. I
also recommend reading aloud to
one another. 

I have to admit that this book
has made a greater impact on my
life than many of the recent “how
to” books on my reading list. Fit
it in to your reading schedule and
enjoy!

Before I go, our convention
president James Dixon has called
us to prayer. Please take that
request seriously. Our convention
is around the corner. We need for
God to show up in power!

It is a joy to serve with you.

The church
where you
and I belong

should be a light-
house and a love
house for God and
the community.

Our Savior, the
Lord Jesus Christ,
said, “A new com-
mand I give you:
Love one another. As
I have loved you, so
you must love one
another. All men will
know that you are my disciples if
you love one another” (John 13:34-
35 NIV). 

The commandment is clear,
“Love one another.” Why don’t
we?

Love and hate are always
choices we make. With our will,
we determine how we are going
to treat one another in a mar-
riage, at work, school, in the com-

munity and, certainly,
at church. The choice is
up to you and me.

Greg Summi of the
office of church and
pastoral care at the
California Southern
Baptist Convention has
written a small booklet
called “A Prayer
Exercise of Confession
& Cleansing.” He has a
page under the heading
of “Relationships.”
Here are the questions

we must ask ourselves if we are
going to obey our Lord and truly
“love one another.”
• Is there anyone against whom

you hold a grudge?
• Anyone you haven’t forgiven?
• Anyone you hate?
• Anyone you refuse to love?
• Are there any misunderstand-

ings that you are unwilling 
to forget?

• Is there any person against 
whom you are harboring bit-
terness, resentment or jeal-
ousy?

• Anyone you dislike to hear
praised?

• Do you allow anything to jus-
tify wrong attitudes toward
others?

• Are you secretly pleased over
the misfortune of another?

• Are you secretly annoyed over
the accomplishments of
another?

• Are you guilty of any unre-
solved contentions or strife?

• Do you quarrel, argue or
engage in heated discussions?

• Are you engaged in any divi-
sions or party spirit?

• Do you complain or find
fault?

• Do you have a critical spirit
toward any person or thing?

• Do you become impatient
with others?

• Do you ever carry hidden
anger or have outbursts?

• Are you harsh, unkind or sar-
castic?

• Do you grumble or gossip?
• Are you prejudiced against

other Christians because they
are of some other group or
because they do not see every-
thing as you do?

• Do you lie?
• Do you exaggerate or stretch

the truth?
Every time we answer “yes,”

we must quickly confess the sin
and repent or make a 180 degree
turn. To repent means we quit
doing whatever we are confess-
ing as sin. The Holy Spirit living
in us as born again believers
will help us love one another.
This dark, lost, pagan world
needs to see the love of God
through you and me as we love
our Heavenly Father and love
one another.

James makes a profound and
powerful statement when he
says, “The prayer of a right-

eous person is powerful and effec-
tive.”

We are God’s righteous people
who make up the body of Christ.
We are a strong force as a body
because of our connection to a
supernatural power. We have
something that the world around
us does not understand or
embrace—that is the power of
prayer. When God’s people come
together in prayer, things out of
the ordinary can and will happen.

In other words—miracles take
place.

We are now preparing for our
annual session. Many things must
take place before the convention
and there is no better time than
now to begin lifting this year’s
convention before God. Therefore,
I am asking you once again to
please set aside one of the follow-
ing dates:  Oct. 25-26, Nov. 1-2, or
Nov. 8-9, 2002, to go before the
Lord on our behalf. I am asking
you to pray specifically for our
spiritual strength, encourage-
ments, unity in the body of Christ
in love, wisdom, peace and the

manifestation of God’s presence.
God says if we ask, we will
receive, seek and ye shall find,
knock and the door will open.
There has never been a time when
we needed God and He didn’t
answer.

Please let us give this time to
the Lord as we approach our great
time together in Solomons, Md. I
believe the Lord has some great
things in store for us as we pre-
pare to go to the next level in our
experience with Him.

“The effectual fervent prayer of a
righteous man availeth much” James
5:16 (NIV).
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Dr. David Lee
BCM/D Executive Director

Read any good books lately?

James Dixon
BCM/D President

The effectual fervent prayer...availeth much

Bob Simpson

Editor

and

BCM/D Director of

Communications

This summer, during a brief
visit to New York City, I
went down to “Ground

Zero” where the World Trade
Center buildings once stood. I
wanted to do it for a couple of rea-
sons. First, when you are a tourist
in New York it is the “must see”
thing to do these days. Secondly, I
wanted to experience for myself
what so many others have written
about and otherwise expressed fol-
lowing their pilgrimage to the site.

As I stood on the precipice of
the crater left behind, I tried to
imagine what it must have been
like that morning nearly a  year
ago. I wasn’t prepared for the
effect the whole scene had on me.
There is a surreal calmness to the
site now. The aftermath is now
observed only in its post-debris
condition. It’s like a wound that
has been cleansed and bandaged.

What remains is nonetheless over-
whelming. The large pile of rubble
has been removed and processed
not far away on Long Island. That
chapter is now officially over.  

But for thousands of families it
is most certainly not over. Those
who lost loved ones in the attack
are just now past the first anniver-
sary of that terrible day. Every hol-
iday, every anniversary, every sig-
nificant event in the life of children
is a brutal reminder of their loss.
Life will go on, but oh, what a
price.

There have been, of course, so
many positive and inspirational
stories of heroism. I bought a
“FDNY” t-shirt. The firemen, along
with their counterparts in the
police, EMT ranks, medical com-
munity did an awesome job. The
event became a defining moment
for them. They didn’t ask for it.

They had no advance warning of
its coming. And they certainly did
not anticipate the depth of the
great strength they possessed
until it was tested.

Walking around the site, I dis-
covered a retail-clothing store
located just across the street. The
owners have enclosed the front
part of the store in a glass case.
Just inside the window, behind
the glass, they left intact their dis-
plays and inventory that were
covered with ashes, dust, and
debris. It was a tangible reminder
of that awful day. Rather than
vacuuming away their defining
moment, they chose to memorial-
ize it so as never to forget.

All around the site’s perimeter
fence are countless thousands of
items left by visitors or sent by
well-wishers from around
America. There is every tribute

imaginable. All are someone’s
attempt to mark the moment, leave
a part of them behind, or to
encourage the families of victims.
One sign read, “New York will
never be the same…it will be bet-
ter!”

Each of us will have our own
defining moments. Some of them
come every day. Others occur just
once in a lifetime. Either way, our
legacy is to be so identified with
Jesus Christ that we “define the
moment” for the folks whose
paths we cross during difficult
times. In the economy of God, our
defining moments create the
opportunity for Him to work
powerfully through our lives.

Paul said, “Thanks be to God,
who always puts us on display in
Christ, and spreads through us in
every place the scent of knowing
him” (2 Corinthians 2:14).

Have you experienced a defining moment?
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Arundel Association 

Linthicum Church, near BWI
Airport, will host the prayer coor-
dinators and leaders for a Capitol
Hill Prayer Partners meeting on
Sept. 26.  

Capitol Hill Prayer Partners is
a cross-denominational evangeli-
cal group which, working through
chaplains of both the House of
Representatives and the Senate,
provides prayer groups and
prayer warriors who sit in the gal-
leries of their respective chambers
and pray for the members of each
chamber. The group also main-
tains an online magazine, “On
Capitol Hill Each Week.”

Linthicum’s church family pro-
vided approximately 100 folding
chairs to Mid-Maryland
Association's new church plant,
Faith Family Church in Carroll
County. Working through director
of missions Bill Crowe, both
church families were put in touch
with each other. Linthicum
church, though small, has a strong
focus on missions, giving over
20% to the Cooperative Program
through both the BCM/D and to
the SBC and its association. One
church leader shared, “Where
there is a need and God gives us
the resource to help, it is our
responsibility to do so. We cannot
be a Great Commission/Great
Commandment church by simply
focusing on ourselves. And we
want to encourage other churches,
no matter how small, to help other
church families as God leads them.”

On August 8, a mission team
from Linthicum Church went on a
10-day mission trip to Prince
Edward Island in Canada. They
held backyard Bible clubs and
engaged in prayer walking.

First Church, Crofton, had an
“everybody’s birthday” party.  As
everyone arrived they sat at the
table marked with their birth
month.  Each group decorated
their own tables and their birth-
day cakes and enjoyed food, fel-
lowship and fun.

First Church is forming a play-
group for children of stay-at-home
parents. The goal is to give par-
ents and their children an oppor-
tunity to socialize with other
Christians.

Stephen Katz, from Jews for
Jesus will speak at the church on
Sept. 15. Katz will share informa-
tion about Yom Kippur, the Old
Testament Day Of Atonement.  

Tom Smith, of Gillett, Ark., will
speak and minister in music at the
church on Oct. 5 and 6. Gillet and
his wife Margaret were missionar-
ies to the Philippines for twelve
years.  

First Church, Laurel, is in the
midst of their “Spectacular
Sunday Nights” program for the
month.  The Oak Grove Quartet
sang on Sept. 15; David Lee, exec-
utive director of the Baptist
Convention of Maryland/
Delaware will be the guest speak-
er on Sept. 22 and Reynold Carr,
Prince George’s Association direc-
tor of missions will be the guest
speaker on Sept. 29.

Riva Trace Church, Annapolis,
will host Arundel Association’s
annual meeting on Oct. 7.  

Volunteers are needed to help
with a construction project at
North Arundel Church, Glen
Burnie. Some of the work
includes HVAC, ceiling, flooring,
and countertop installation, hang-
ing wall paper, glass work, carpet-
ing and plumbing. For more infor-
mation, call (410) 690-3591.

Severn Church needs a trailer
to haul materials to a local high
school on Sundays. Call the

church office, (410) 551-6654 for
more information.  

Lake Shore Church, Pasadena,
will host an association-wide tal-
ent show and all-night bowling
party for youth on Nov. 1.  

A mission team from Gunther,
Miss., came to Elvaton Church,
Millersville, recently and helped
hang dry wall for the church’s new
building. The youth also led back-
yard Bible clubs and distributed
flyers.  

Tannehill Church, from Ala.
also worked with Elvaton recently,
ministering through worship and
drama.

Emmanuel Church, Gambrills,
had its annual family fun fair earli-
er this month. They had free carni-
val games with prizes, wall climb-
ing, a moon bounce and giant
slide, a flea market and exhibits
and demonstrations by police and
fire companies, including K-9 units
and a police helicopter. Sports
team groups also participated
including the Caps Caravan and
the Washington Capitals Hockey
Club excitement crew. 

Youth at Glen Burnie Church
led the services on Sept. 8.  Last
week the teens had a lock-in.  

Baltimore Association

Hazelwood Church will cele-
brate its 40th year anniversary on
Saturday, Sept. 28th with a
Homecoming Potluck Dinner and
a special worship service on
Sunday, Sept. 29th. Former mem-
bers and friends are encouraged to
attend. Those planning to attend
the dinner should contact the
church office.    

Ali Hogg presented a concert at
White Marsh Church, Baltimore,
last week. Hogg is with the Stauros
Foundation in Northern Ireland. In
addition to ministering in music,
she shared a testimony about her
deliverance from chemical addic-
tion. She also talked about Staurus
Ministries, established in Ireland, to
minister to those addicted to alco-
hol and drugs.

Middle River Church,
Baltimore, has two concerts
planned for this weekend. Won by
One will be in conert on Sept. 21.
On Sept. 22, Susan Foy and Doris
Burch will present a concert featur-
ing piano-organ duets.

Blue Ridge Association

Summit Trace Church is hav-
ing a biography program.
Members are studying the lives of
Esther, Gideon, Joseph, and the
boy who gave his lunch. Next

month, they start “The Ten Stupid
Things We Do To Mess Up Our
Lives.” “Kid Summit” a children’s
Bible study started this month. To
ensure extra safety, the church is
giving out photo ID’s.

Oct. 1 is friend day. Everyone
is encouraged to bring along one
friend or family member. 

Faith Church, Knoxville, had a
Friends Day picnic on Sept. 15.

Delaware Association

Thirty-two members of Midway
Baptist Church, Phoenix, Va., con-
ducted a soccer clinic for elemen-
tary school-aged children in the
Glasgow, Del. area. The program
was sponsored by Friendship
Church, Newark, as a part of its

outreach to the children and fami-
lies in the community. Forty-two
children participated and over half
of that number had no previous
contact with Friendship Church.

Mission team members gath-
ered at 7 a.m. each day for break-
fast and preparation time. By 8:30,
they were at the soccer field of a
local Vo-Tech High School setting
the field up for the students. After
check-in, the children had warm-
up exercises; then a 30-minute
period of foot drills with the soc-
cer balls. From 10 to 10:30 a.m.,
the kids enjoyed a water break
while they watched a Bible based
skit led by youth from Midway
church. The finale each day was a
“World Cup Soccer” series.

The response to the soccer clin-
ic was excellent. Everyone who
participated asked for the clinic to
be repeated next year. One parent
even had the unfortunate situation
of having her car stolen during
the week, yet she managed to get
her children to the clinic because
it was important to her for her
children to be there. Each child
who attended received a t-shirt,
soccer ball, Bible and information
about Friendship Church. For
some of the children, the gospel
was presented to them for the first
time.

The rest of the day for the mis-
sion team included trips to the
mall, ice skating and a train ride
to Philadelphia. The evenings
were rounded out with Bible
study time. 

Phil Weaver, pastor of
Friendship, commented, “The soc-
cer clinic proved to be a great out-
reach effort to complement our
vacation Bible school this year.
We’re already making plans to
contact Midway about a return
trip next summer.” (Submitted by
Kelvin Ramsey, deacon Friendship
Church.)

First Southern Church, Dover,
is planning an outdoor concert on
Sept. 28. Vocalist Barbara Sandbek
will be the guest musician. The
church will have a dinner after-
wards.

Eastern association

Members of Spence Church,
Snow Hill, have been participat-
ing with Samaritan Purse
Ministries’ Operation Christmas
Child. They filled shoe boxes with
small toys, school supplies and
hygiene items to send to needy
children around the world who
otherwise would get nothing for
Christmas. To kick off the pro-
gram, they had a Christmas in July
program this summer. They had a
luncheon, sang carols around a
Christmas tree and made crafts.

Members of Spence Church’s
youth group have been very busy.
They’ve been canoeing down the
Pocomoke and finding their way
through corn mazes, to name a
few activities. Recently they had
an “underground church” experi-
ence – a simulation of what it
would be like to attend an under-
ground church without getting
arrested.

Members of Marion Church
called Keith Holland as their new
pastor. Holland and his wife,
Erin, are from Tampa, Fla. He is a
graduate of Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary.

Allen Memorial Church,
Salisbury, will host the Eastern
Association’s annual mega-train-
ing day for church leaders. In
addition to Sunday school train-
ing, workshops include develop-
ing and implementing policies to
protect children and churches
from sexual abuse, servanthood

evangelism and disaster relief
training. 

First Church, Princess Anne,
will host EBA’s annual meeting
on Oct. 27. 

Church planters Andy and
Tonya Ehlers arrived recently to
begin working towards planting a
church in Bethany. Ocean City
Church is sponsoring the new
plant. Andy is focusing on putting
together a core group while Tonya
is working with Lynn Davis to
develop resort ministry in the area.

Easton Church had a back-to-
school extravaganza weekend at
the end of August featuring a
video scavenger hunt, pool party
and cook-out. The finale was a
student worship and commitment
service.

Mid-Maryland Associaton

Faith Church, Hampstead, is
starting to phase into a home
Bible study program, as opposed
to traditional Sunday School.
Groups are meeting in different
homes throughout the week. Tray
Coble, pastor of the church, said
there are still children and youth
programs available at the church.
Parents, however, Coble said, are
the primary disciplers of their
children and the home studies
will support parents in those
responsiblitilies.

Jeff Higgins, the church’s wor-
ship and campus outreach pastor,
was hired as the Baptist student
minister to McDaniel College,
opening new doors for Faith.
Higgins is striving to strategically
minister to college students with
the long-term goal of starting a
church.

Friendship Church,
Sykesville, will host a women’s
breast cancer awareness seminar
on Sept. 30. A guest speaker from
St. Agnes Health Care Breast
Center will be the guest speaker.
There will be a time for questions
and answers afterwards, followed
by refreshments.

Montgomery Association

First Church of Damascus
called E. Doyne Cantrell as pastor.
Cantrell and his wife Debbie are
from Sherman, Tex.  

Olney Church, Silver Spring,
will host the MBA annual meet-
ing on Sept. 28. Rick Hancock,
BCM/D evangelism, prayer and 
partnership missions consultant
specialist is the guest speaker.
The combined choirs of Olney
and Philippine International
Bible Church will provide the
music. 

Olney Church celebrated its
25th anniversary throughout the
weekend of Sept. 6 to 8.

Celebrations began with a
banquet in the church fellowship
hall on Friday. On Saturday night
past and present ministers pre-
sented Olney’s top ten all-time
favorite hymns – the result of a
church survey. BCM/D executive
director David Lee, was the guest
speaker during the Sept. 8th
Sunday worship service. 

Lee will be the guest speaker
at Kensington Church’s 80th
anniversary celebration on Oct.
13.  Former Kensington pastor
Jerry Martin will also be a guest
speaker. Martin retired from
Kensington and he and his wife,
Adell, moved to Henderson, Ky.
in July. Other speakers include
Montogmery Associaton director
of missions Ron Blankenship, and
past BCM/D executive director
Charles Barnes. 
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The church is extending an invi-
tation to all former members and
friends of the church to come and
help celebrate. 

Georgia Avenue Church,
Silver Spring, celebrated cultur-
al diversity day last month. More
than 15 foreign nations were rep-
resented. Members dressed
according to the custom of their
native country.

The church had a chili supper
fall kick-off earlier this month.
Members enjoyed fellowshipping
and sharing vision and goals for
the new church year. Afterwards,
they shared the Lord’s supper
together.

Germantown Church held
their vacation Bible school July
15-19 with record breaking num-
bers. The enrollment was 242
with an average attendance of
184. The greatest news is that we
had 20 boys and girls accept
Christ as their Saviour. Curry
Mitchell is the pastor.

Montgomery Korean Church,
Rockville, celebrated its 25th
anniversary on Aug. 4. 

Colesville Church, Silver
Spring, had its last “after church
fellowship” for the summer and,
as tradition dictates, the men
competed in a cake-making con-
test.  Charles Holmes won for
the best looking cake. David
Lincoln won the best tasting cake
award. 

Redland Church, Rockville,
recently sent a mission team to
Kenya. The men worked to build
a security wall around the com-
pound of a ministry that meets
the needs of refugee women. The
women led a Vacation bible
school at an orphanage. This was
one of four missions trips they
made this summer.

Potomac Association

Lighthouse Church broke
ground last month in preparation
to build on property in Waldorf.
The church has been meeting at
Wade Elementary School.

The youth sponsored the games
at the annual picnic at Grace
Church, Bryans Road. Teens
planned lots of games including the
banana slide relay, cheerio lick, corn
husking, balloon find and egg toss.
They also had “can of hair” demon-
strations.

New Covenant Community
Church, La Plata, now meets at La
Plata High School on Sunday
mornings. They serve coffee and
refreshments at 9:30 and have
morning worship at 10 a.m.

Washington Bible College’s
choral ensemble, “One voice” will
present a concert at Landover Hills
Church on Nov. 10. 

Missionary Church, Bryans
Road, now meets at the Accokeek
Fire Hall at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays.

Jeff Perry has been called to
serve as pastor of membership care
at Potomac Heights Church,
Indian Head. Perry formerly
served at First Church, Welcome as
pastor.

Nationally known vocalist Tim
Kaufman ministered at Dunkirk
Church for a weekend earlier this
month. Kaufman was the guest
speaker for a men’s seminar, pre-
sented a concert and preached the
sermon on Sunday morning.

A mission team of about 20
youth and adults from Hughes-ville
Church went to Watertown, NY, this
summer to help with construction
projects.  They also distributed liter-
ature and held backyard Bible clubs.
The church will host the North East
Presbyterian Choir on Sept. 28. 

Nanjemoy Church will have its
fall revival Sept. 15 to 20. John
Monroe, pastor of Providence
Church, Riverview, Fla., will be the
guest speaker Monday through
Thursday and Lowell Hancock,
from Oak Grove Church will
preach on Friday.

The women of First Church, St.
Charles have a retreat planned
later this month at a location near
Cobb Island.

Leonardtown Church had a
youth rally earlier this month fea-
turing Tony (T-Bone) Merida.
Merida is a well known centrifuge
speaker from New Orleans that
many of Leonardtown’s youth met
last year.

Leonardtown Church is grow-
ing. They’re adding on to their
current property for more Sunday
school space and a fellowship hall.
Grading work has started.

Prince George’s Association

Whitehall Church, Accokeek,
has a Wednesday night Snack-a-
Teria. To make attending
Wednesday night activities easier,
the church has snack suppers avail-
able for a quick bite to eat.  

Prince George’s Association
has designated Oct. 20-26 as
Native American Appreciation
Week. The associaton is launching
its new native American mission
initiative 2002/2003. 

A mission team of about 20
from El Bethel Church, Fort
Washington, headed south last
month to Cornerstone Metropolitan
Church in Lake City, Fla. The group
worked all week in the summer
heat repairing the church’s walls,
ceilings, electricity, doors and
plumbing.

Susquehanna Association

Towne Church, Joppa, had its
first children’s Olympics. Kids
events included marble pick-up,
ping-pong spoon race, head bal-
ance, sack race, bobing for apples,
water balloon toss and sponge
relay. Of course, all that activity
called for refreshments – hot dogs,
chips, snow balls and sodas.

Calvary Church, Bel Air,
jumpstarted their fall children’s
programs with a “children’s
round-up.” Kids came duded up
as cowboys or cowgirls. Church
members served silver dollar pan-

cakes. After breakfast, they played
“chuck wagon” games.

Teens also had a kick-off day.
While teens headed out for a
video scavenger hunt, parents met
with youth leaders for an update
of the year’s coming events.
Afterwards, everyone enjoyed a
chili dinner while watching the
video.

Calvary’s ladies will meet later
this month for a “seasons of life
tea.” While the grown-up ladies
enjoy their time together, the “lit-
tle ladies” will enjoy their special
tea time also. Church members are
providing dress up clothes, hats,
gloves and jewelry for the little
girls to have fun with.

The Susquehanna Association
is putting together a cookbook to
raise funds for missions. The
deadline for recipes is Sept. 20.
The cookbook is due to be pub-
lished in Dec.

Western Association

LaVale Church had a back-to-
school Sunday earlier this month.
The church gave school supplies
to the children and served donuts,
juice and coffee. 

The church had its Sunday
School picnic on Sept. 15. In addi-
tion to plenty of food, the church
had “crazy bingo.” Folks were
encouraged to bring along
unwanted items in a brown bag
for the prizes.

Misc.

Rob Curto was hired as an
assistant to collegiate minister
Kirk Ritchey. Curto will coordi-
nate discipleship, small group
ministry and local church involve-
ment for midshipmen at the Naval
Academy.

BCM/D’s Men’s Ministry
sponsored Baptist Night at
Camden Yards late last month.
Miraculously, the Baltimore
Orioles came back to win after
being down to Toronto by six
runs. After the game, families
enjoyed a huge fireworks show.

BL • September 20, 2002 • 4

New Hispanic church flourishes in southern Maryland

Potomac

Western

Susquehanna Miscellaneous

Prince George’s

By Stacey Barkley
BaptistLIFE correspondent

LUSBY, Md. ––  “Our vision is
to reach every Hispanic in Southern
Maryland,” explained Ana
Brockman of Ministerio de Amor
en Cristo (Ministry of Love in
Christ). “We have been doing this
by visiting, calling and attending
various events in the community
and setting up tables with
brochures, tracts, Bibles, free water,
etc. We are there to answer ques-
tions and to be ready to share the
gospel.” 

The 2000 census registered 3,000
Hispanics in St. Mary’s and Calvert
counties. “The majority are not
saved and are of a Catholic back-
ground,” Brockman explained. “The
Hispanic people tend to be shy and
it helps them to see people come
together with one common
goal––leading others to Christ.
They see God in the people and He
becomes more real to them.”

Brockman said that it helps
breakdown the language and cul-
tural barriers when people go out
of their way to learn the language
in an effort to communicate with
them, or by having someone pur-

chase a Cubbie book in Spanish so
a child who cannot speak English
can attend AWANA.

Ministerio de Amor en Cristo,
started January 13, 2002 and meets
at Southern
Calvert Church
on Sunday
evenings at 4:30.
“We are grateful
for all the support
from Southern
Calvert Church.”
said Brockman.
Currently they
have 15-20 people
worshiping with
them and they
hold a disciple-
ship class on
Wednesday
nights. In addi-
tion, Michael
Martinez, the
treasurer for the ministry comment-
ed, “Ministerio de Amor en Cristo
is looking to expand with other
Baptist churches in the Tri County
area by starting women’s Bible
studies.” This new work really has
a heart for missions. They have also
sent three people to Puebla, Mexico,
with the missions team from First
Church, Laurel.

“Pastor Segundo Mir and
Richard Logsdon, director of mis-
sions for Potomac Association, are
a big part of this ministry,”
Brockman said. “Their prayers,

wisdom and encouragement are a
big help. We meet regularly with
them and are held accountable.”
According to Logsdon, Potomac
Association is currently assisting
with some financial support of the
ministry, with the hope of provid-
ing more support in the future.
Pastor Segundo Mir from the

Hispanic ministry of First Church,
Laurel, has been the interim pas-
tor until a permanent pastor is
found. They are currently taking
applications for this position.

“It is a learning
process,” Brockman
said, “and we must be
willing to be faithful
and do all we can.
God is faithful and he
wants for us to be
faithful, too. When we
encounter any prob-
lems, we first go to
God in prayer. We are
seeing His blessings
and He is letting us see
the fruits of our labor.
Three people have
accepted Jesus as their
Lord and Savior and
four have been bap-
tized.”

“There is no doubt that God is
working here. He opens doors, He
brings people together and
changes their hearts and lives and
gives us (the core group) the
strength to go forward without
fear, knowing that He is God and
that He is mighty! And we give
Him all the honor and glory.”

continued from page three

BEGIN A RELATIONSHIP

WITH GOD

GOD’S INITIATIVE:

God sent his son, Jesus, to
die on the cross, paying the
penalty for your sins, and
promised “everyone who
believes in him will not perish
but have eternal life.” John
3:16

OUR RESPONSE:

ADMIT…that you need to
be rightly related to God.
Understand that you are
sinner. Pride keeps us from
doing some of the most
important things in life.
Without God’s intervention,
your sin will ultimately lead
to death and eternal separa-
tion from God.
“No one is good –- not even

one. No one has real under-
standing; no one is seeking
God.” Romans 3:10
“For all have sinned; all fall
short of God’s glorious stan-
dard.” Romans 3:23

REPENT…from your sin
and turn to God accepting
by faith His gift of salvation.
“Now turn from your sins and
turn to God, so you can be
cleansed of your sins.” Acts
3:19
“For the wages of sin is death,
but the free gift of God is eter-
nal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord.” Romans 6:23 

BELIEVE…that God’s son,
Jesus Christ, makes it possi-
ble for you to have a rela-
tionship with God.  
“For God was in Christ, recon-
ciling the world to himself…”
2 Corinthians 5:19
“This is real love. It is not that
we loved God, but that he loved
us and sent his son as a sacri-
fice to take away our sins.” 
1 John 4:10

CONFESS…your sin to
God.  If you want to make
this choice now, you can
express that desire to God in
a prayer similar to this one:
“Dear God, I know I am a sin-
ner. I believe Jesus shed his
blood, died and rose again to
take the punishment for my
sin. I accept your offer of for-
giveness and eternal life.  I
thank you for what you have
done for me, and I give you my
life from this day forward.”

EXPRESS…your faith pub-
lically. Share it with a
Christian friend or a pastor.
You will want to become
involved in a local church
where you can grow in your
knowledge of Christ.  If you
choose a Baptist church, you
will be encouraged to be
baptized as a public expres-
sion of your faith.
“If you confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you
will be saved.  Anyone who
believes in him will not be dis-
appointed.” Romans 10:9; 11

DEDICATE…yourself as a
fully devoted follower of
Jesus Christ.  Receiving
God’s gift of forgiveness
through Christ will set your
life in an opposite of the one
you’ve been going. Now
you are following God.
“Jesus said to all of them, ‘If
people want to follow me, they
must give up the things they
want. They must be willing to
give up their lives daily to fol-
low me.’” Luke 9:23

Scripture from the 
New Living Translation



By John Faris

Iheard it again one day last
week, “Just what is this Legacy
of Faith thing?” Almost 10

months into our Legacy of Faith
campaign, there still seems to be a
need to define just exactly what it
means. 

The dictionary defines “legacy”
as something handed down by a
predecessor. One definition of
“faith” is a duty or commitment to
fulfill a trust. Using these defini-
tions allows me to accurately state
what I feel it means. Legacy of
Faith is simply Maryland/Delaware
Baptists’ commitment to fulfill our
sacred trust to share the life-chang-
ing faith in Jesus Christ with each
generation. Wow! What an awe-
some responsibility.

But why do we need the
Legacy of Faith Campaign now?
Many communities in our conven-
tion lack an evangelical witness.
Statistics report that some four
million people in our multi-state
region do not attend any church.

Our current churches simply can-
not reach such shocking numbers.
To win this ocean of lost people to
Jesus Christ, we must start new
churches! The eternal future of so
many depends on us. 

God gave Maryland/Delaware
Baptists a vision to start 200 new
churches the first ten years of the
21st century. This vision has
become a mighty movement of
God’s spirit as Baptists across our
multi-state region have become
passionate about starting churches.
Since January 2001, forty-six new
churches have been started. By the
end of this year, over 50 new
churches will be sharing the gospel
of Jesus Christ with thousands. As
you may well imagine this kind of
growth is severely straining our
already stretched resources.  

This is the reason for the
Legacy of Faith campaign. We
must raise $10 million in order to
fulfill our commitment to resource
the starting of these new churches.
None of us would want to stand
before God and say that we could
not start new churches because we
failed to give and give generously.
Every individual Maryland/
Delaware Baptist needs to pray
about his or her part in fulfilling
this trust to win the next genera-
tion to Christ. I am asking every
family in our convention to
prayerfully consider giving at least
$1,000 over the next four years.

This would be commitment of less
than five dollars a week

Maryland/Delaware churches
also can play a large part in fulfill-
ing this commitment. We need lots
of parent churches willing to spon-
sor a new work. Also, as we
approach the budget season for
churches this fall, I want to chal-
lenge every pastor and congrega-
tion in our convention to commit
at least one percent of your budget
for the next five years to Legacy of

Faith. If churches and individuals
meet these challenges, we will far
surpass our goal.

It all comes down to this sim-
ple question. Will we fulfill our
sacred trust to start new churches
and win the next generation to
Christ? The eternal destiny of
many of our children and grand-
children depends on your gen-
erosity! (Please return the com-
mitment card below to make a
pledge today). 
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New models of deacon ministry are emerging

Legacy of Faith defined

Ken Jordan

Consultant/Specialist

for Deacon Ministry

By Ken Jordan

Clarifying the role of deacons
should always begin with
the scriptural guidelines for

deacons. A study of the New
Testament passages that describe
deacon ministry clearly reveals that
most if not all of the references
relate not to administrators or to an
administrative office, but rather to a
servant/min-
istry function.
In fact, it might
be argued that
in the New
Testament, you
got the office of
deacon after
you were found
already doing
the function of
a deacon.

Most of our
congregations have a common
understanding of the tasks of dea-
cons:
• Proclaiming the Gospel to believ-

ers and unbelievers – participat-
ing in the church’s witnessing
activities, administering the ordi-
nances and involvement in the
church’s preaching and teaching
ministries;

• Caring for the church’s members
and other persons in the commu-
nity – ministering in times of
crises, providing counsel, guid-
ance and referral and performing
acts of benevolence;

• Leading the church in the
achievement of its mission – set-
ting a personal example of
Christian living, interpreting the
work of the church to members
and to the community, encourag-
ing cooperative work with other
churches and building and main-
taining church fellowship, har-
mony and unity.

But how – that is, by means of
what model – these tasks are best
carried out is and probably should
be a clear reflection of the unique-
ness of each individual congregation
and its context for ministry.

The Deacon Family Ministry Plan
has been around for about 40 years
in Baptist life. During this time, it
has been an effective model of dea-
con ministry for many congrega-
tions. However, for at least the last

10 years or so, it has been losing
effectiveness in our time-impover-
ished, highly mobile and diverse
culture. In some community based,
rural congregations, the Deacon
Family Ministry Plan still enjoys
high degrees of success. In most
other situations, other models of
deacon ministry are emerging. 

The Deacon Family Ministry Plan
is also being challenged by a grow-
ing diversity of family configura-
tions and family needs, as well as
the fast-paced, busy lifestyles of dea-
cons and families who don’t have
time or interest in visiting or being
visited just to fulfill an assignment.
The plan has therefore undergone
several adaptations in various situa-
tions. 

What began as an alphabetical
plan or geographical system for get-
ting a handle on caring for the con-
gregation has evolved to more
diverse and perhaps more construc-
tive and creative systems. Some

churches share the care-giving
responsibilities between deacons
and Sunday school care group lead-
ers. Other congregations assign
active members to some of their
deacons, inactive members to others,
and newcomers and prospects to
still others.

There are now a variety of adap-
tations to the original plan. The
shaping of how the plan is actually
carried out depends on the church

and those who are to
work the plan or receive
ministry as a result of
the plan. Assessing what
kind of plan you need is
of vital importance to
whether it becomes an
effective ministry
model.

Churches that are
exploring a partnership
of pastoral care between

deacons and Sunday school care
group leaders have realized signifi-
cant benefits including:
• Caring for non-church members

who might attend Sunday School
• Helping design an assimilation

strategy for new comers, new con-
verts and new members

• Building accountability into both
the Sunday school and deacon
organizations and reinforcing the
chain of communication from
attenders and members to the
deacons and pastoral staff

• Preventing duplication of ministry
efforts and creating special min-
istries to care for those with
unique needs

• Broadening the care-giving leader-
ship in the congregation and com-
munity.
One of the most intriguing trends

these days seems to be gift-based
deacon ministry. This model
includes helping the deacons and
congregation understand the biblical

foundation of calling, gifting, and
serving; helping deacons and con-
gregations discover and celebrate
their unique calling and gifting into
effective spheres of service; discov-
ering needs in the congregation and
community; and matching calling
and passion, gifting, and needs into
the design and development of min-
istry teams.

As we move forward, our church-
es will need strong spiritual vision-
ary deacon leadership who are dis-
cerning, wise and courageous.

Deacons will be called on not
only to provide pastoral care and
exercise spiritual gifts, but also to
take risks, to take leaps of faith in
leading the church into and through
the third millennium. Deacons will
be called on to lead the church to
explore and respond to the new,
complex and tough issues of our
day so that effective ministry may
occur.

Of course, all of this will involve
managing change and transition.
And conflict will be inevitable. But
even this can be a sign of health if
deacons contribute calm, clarity,
challenge and change to the spiritu-
ality and emotionality of the church-
es they serve. Mature, spiritual lead-
ership does not let other people’s
behavior determine yours. And the
focus remains on handling your
own behavior and not that of others. 

In Samuel Shem’s novel, “The
House of God,” six interns, residents
and nurses come from the top of
their medical school class to the bot-
tom of the hospital staff to spend a
year in the time-honored tradition of
training. Here they will learn to sur-
vive by abiding by the 13 Laws of
the House of God, none of which is
any more important than Law 3: “In
case of cardiac arrest, take your own
pulse first.” Spiritually mature dea-
cons, with an ear to hear, hear.

“Deacons will be called on not 

only to provide pastoral care and 

exercise spiritual gifts, but 

also to take risks, to take leaps of faith

in leading the church into and through

the third millennium. “

Legacy of Faith
Commitment Card

Name________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________ State ___________ Zip Code _____________
Day Phone:________________________ Evening Phone:_____________________________ 
❑ I/We want to make a pledge of  ❑ $5,000 ❑ $2,000 ❑ $1,000 ❑ $500    ❑ Other
❑ One time gift ❑ Payable over 3 years ❑ Payable over 4 years
❑ My check is enclosed and made payable to Legacy of Faith BCM/D
❑ My pledge will be paid in ___ installments beginning _________.

✄ Cut and return to the Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware, 10255

Old Columbia Road, Columbia MD 21046

Find out more information about the Legacy of Faith Campaign online at 
http://www.legacyoffaith.org

John Faris

Director of

Finance/Treasurer



By Thom Thornton

We’ve all seen them… pop
culture icons engaged in
questions of faith.

Whether it’s Alanis Morissette
singing about the folly of organ-
ized religion or Steven Spielberg
developing an understanding of
grace and salvation on the movie
screen, this culture is trying to tell
us something through the media,
but are we listening? More impor-
tantly, are they listening to us and
do we have anything to tell them?
Do we as Christians have a mes-
sage of truth and purpose for a
world that is so obviously search-
ing?

Now, more than ever, it is
imperative that Christians be
media literate and savvy. We must
be able to recognize the message
within the media expression and
measure it against the truth of the
gospel. A media literate Christian
is able to interpret the purpose
and message in the media rather
than merely accept it at face value.   

We must also hear what the
world is saying, so that we are
able, as Christ did, to share a mes-
sage filled with truth and personal
relevance. This development of a
common language and under-
standing will place us where we
are able to shed light in darkness.

On our campuses, there is a
growing need for Christians to be
heard; but to be heard, we must
have a message to share. The mir-
acle of the feeding of the 5000 by

Jesus, recorded in the Gospel of
Mark, is highlighted by the fact of
the hunger, or need, of the people.
Not only did He have the greatest
message, He had the most relevant
message. Some of the most popu-
lar Christian websites seek to bal-
ance these essentials of truth and
relevance. 

VitaNovis, www.vitanovis.com,
seeks to create a space where peo-
ple can share their experiences of
God with each other. Through var-
ious media, people are given the
freedom to explain their faith in
Jesus and their relationship with
Him in their own way and in their
own voice. Their foundational
belief is that “expression is one of
God’s good gifts to us and a vehi-
cle through which we come to
know God and one another more
completely.”

Kristo, www.thekristos.com, is
an evangelistic flash presentation
developed by the North American
Mission Board. The presentation
takes the viewer through the steps
to salvation and provided an
opportunity for the viewer to both
respond and receive more infor-
mation. Although a long way from
the Roman Road tracts, it has
proven to be an effective evangel-
istic tool to reach a media
entrenched world. 

BCM/D is offering an opportu-
nity this fall for you to take the
first steps in becoming media liter-
ate. The BCM/D BSM Fall Retreat,
“reel•al•ity,” is designed to do
just that. See details on the right.

By David Jackson

When I arrived in
Maryland a year and a
half ago, one of the

things that immediately excited
me was that this was a place
where church planting was val-
ued. This convention and its staff
placed a priority on reaching lost
people with the Gospel and see-
ing new churches started. I want-
ed to be a part of that.

Occasionally, though, I am
asked about the need for church
planting. It’s a valid question,
and one that demands an answer.
While some of you are aware of
the reasons why church planting
is necessary, many others are not.
As a result, I have listed seven
reasons why we need to continue
planting churches.

First, the United States of
America is not a Christian
nation. There are some histori-
ans, even Christian ones, who
doubt that it ever really was a
Christian nation. However, many
of us can remember a time when
America embraced “Judaeo-
Christian” values and going to
church was the expected thing to
do on Sunday. Such is not the
case today. By latest counts,
researchers tell us that now 195
million Americans are
unchurched. This makes our own
country the third largest
unchurched nation in the world,
behind only China and India! In
fact, the rest of the world recog-
nizes that the United States is
such a vast mission field that our

own country receives more mis-
sionaries than all but two other
nations in the world.

Second, Christians are losing
ground in “churching” America.
While it may appear that there is a
“church on every corner” to some
of us, the reality is that churches
are not growing in number nearly
as fast as the American popula-
tion. In 1900, there were 29
churches for every 10,000
Americans; by the end of the last
century, that number had dropped
to less than 11 churches for every
10,000 Americans. George Barna
says that no county in our country
has a greater churched population
today than it did just a decade
ago. Rather, other forms of reli-
gion and spirituality are growing
at an alarming rate. For example,
25,000 individuals in America con-
vert to Islam every month.

Third, many existing churches
are plateaued or dying. Latest
reports indicate that 72 Protestant
churches close their doors perma-
nently every week in America.
While church planting efforts
nationwide are starting about 24
churches a week, it is obvious that
we are not even close to keeping
up. Forbes magazine has even
reported that a hundred churches
go bankrupt each week. Within
the Southern Baptist Convention,
Lifeway indicates that 68% of our
own churches are either plateaued
or dying. Nearly 7,000 of our
denominational churches did not
even add one person to their
church membership last year by
“conversion growth.”

Fourth, new churches are more
effective at reaching lost people
with the Gospel. There are many
studies that have been done on
this topic over the last decade.
However, the most relevant one
for our situation is research based
upon the Annual Church Profile of
Southern Baptist churches in 1999.
That study showed that in new
churches 0-2 years of age, it takes
10 members to see one new believ-
er saved and baptized. In years 3-
5, it takes 14 members to see the
same result. These numbers are in
stark contrast to churches over the
age of 50, where the number has
almost tripled to 47 members for
one new believer saved and bap-
tized. It is no wonder that one
Christian scholar says, “Church
planting is the single most effec-
tive evangelistic methodology
under heaven.” (C. Peter Wagner)

Fifth, smaller churches are
more effective at reaching lost
people with the Gospel. While
virtually no church wants to
remain small, the fact of the mat-
ter is that smaller churches on
average evangelize more effective-
ly. Most, if not all, church plants
fall into the small category at first.
Natural Church Development did a
study in 1998 in which they deter-
mined that megachurches, that
have attendance in the thousands,
reach on average 112 lost people
for the Lord over a period of five
years. Smaller churches, averaging
about 50 in attendance, reach on
average 32 with the Gospel over
the same period of time. Their
conclusion was that a church of

100 is 27 times more effective
evangelistically than a church of
1,000!

Sixth, Jesus commanded it.
Frankly, this ought to be the only
reason needed to answer the ques-
tion of need. Jesus said of his own
mission, “For the Son of Man came
to seek and to save those who were
lost” (Luke 19:10), and “Let us go
somewhere else—to the nearby vil-
lages—so that I can preach there also.
That is why I have come” (Mark
1:38). Then, he turned around and
said to his followers, “As the Father
has sent me, so I am sending you”
(John 20:21). His command to go
and make disciples brought their
response of proclamation and
church planting.

Finally, you have benefited
from it. If you are a part of a local
church, then someone, or some
group of individuals, at some
point in time invested their energy
and effort to start that church, too.
Even though not all churches have
the most positive origin, God has
used each church to make a differ-
ence in the lives of people like
you. That’s a legacy worth passing
on to others all around us who
have never been touched by the
good news of Jesus Christ. It’s
another reason why we continue
to plant churches in Maryland and
Delaware.

Next month:  the difference our
church planting efforts are making.

David Jackson can be reached at
(800) 466-5290, ext. 225, or by email
at djackson@bcmd.org.

Seven reasons why church planting is needed today

David Jackson

Consultant/Specialist

for Church Planting
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Thom Thornton

Consultant/Specialist

for Collegiate and

Student Evangelism

We must be media literate and savvy

“Nearly 7,000 of our

denominational

churches did not

even add one person

to their church

membership last

year by ‘conversion

growth.’”

Exploring faith in film...
We’ve all seen them…the perceptions and misconceptions
of popular culture concerning matters of faith. This culture
is trying to tell us something through the media but are we
listening? The conversations at reel•al•ity will help us
decipher the message in the media and encourage us to
become influential critical thinkers in the world today. 

Weekend highlights:
•  testimonies from our summer missionaries 
• a coffee house gathering with worship and   

music
•  previews of missions opportunities for 2003 

in Maryland/Delaware and around the world
• activities at the Shiloh Conference Center 

include:  
2 full-size basketball courts, an Olympic-size 
swimming pool and a rock climbing wall   
(check out www.theshiloh.com for more)

• and movies (of course!) such as “The Matrix,”   
“Changing Lanes” and “The Cotton Patch 
Gospel”

Join us on our retreat to reality…reel•al•ity, that is.

Contact your local BSM director to register today, or
email/call Thom Thornton, State BSM Director, at tthorn-
ton@bcmd.org or (800) 466-5290 to get more information.  
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Mississippi gives $100,000 to church planting

World Changers...

I love my pastor because...
October is “Pastor

Appreciation Month” and
the staff of BaptistLIFE
wants you to tell us why you
love your pastor. All pastors,
whether full-time, part-time
or bivocational, are eligible.
BaptistLIFE will select an
overall winner from the
essays received and will fea-
ture the letter in a future
issue.

The rules are:
• Letters must not be more

than 250 words in length.
• The finalist will be selected

based upon the writer’s
heartfelt articulation of

why his or her pastor
should be honored.

• Multiple nominations will
not influence the selection
process.

• Letters must be received no
later than October 1, 2002.
Appropriate prizes will be

warded to the winning
writer and their pastor.

Mail nomination letters to
BaptistLIFE, 10255 Old
Columbia Road, Columbia,
MD 21046, or email them to
iwhite@bcmd.org. Please
include your name, address,
phone number, e-mail
address and church name.

The reason the partnership is so
positive, he said, is due to the
relationships that have developed
between people. “We’ve had a
tremendous relationship with
church and convention staff, indi-
viduals and associations,” Rhodes
said.

In addition to the generous
monetary donation, Mississippi
volunteers have been pouring into
Maryland/Delaware helping with
vacation Bible schools, backyard
Bible clubs, construction projects,
evangelism, resort ministry and
much more.

Likewise, volunteers from
Maryland/Delaware have been
traveling west to Mississippi help-
ing with similar projects. “Our

people don’t usually think in
terms of being the recipient,”
Rhodes said. The people through-
out BCM/D churches are chang-
ing that mindset.

Rhodes said that one area
BCM/D folks have been especial-
ly helpful with is multi-cultural
ministry. Late last year, a team of
21 ministers from the Prince
George’s Association flew into
Mississippi for the weekend. They
led three church leadership con-
ferences for African American
church leaders on Saturday then
divided and ministered at African
American churches throughout
the state on Sunday. Rhodes said
that made a huge impact on those
Mississippi churches.

Rhodes expects more
Mississippi associations to link up
with BCM/D over the next year.
Also, while in the area recently,
Rhodes and Harrell began dia-
logue with eight Delaware people
to begin new association and
church-to-church linkages in that
state.

Rick Hancock, BCM/D’s part-
nership missions consultant/spe-
cialist said that the Mississippi
Maryland/ Delaware partnership
is working so well that he believes
it will serve as the model for future
state relationships.

“Churches have been started,
communities impacted and souls
saved because of our friends in the
south,” Rick Hancock said.

Twenty-eight out of Mississippi’s
72 associations are involved in the
partnership. And that doesn’t count
the grassroots partnering going on.
Throughout Maryland and
Delaware, churches are linking with
other churches for a multitude of
ministries that the conventions don’t
find out about until later. Many will
continue without anyone else know-
ing about it this side of Heaven. 

In a letter thanking the
Mississippi convention for their gen-
erosity, David Lee wrote, “Churches
have a new, fresh vision for their
future because you helped ‘jump-
start’ them. You have been both a
Paul and a Barnabas to us and we
are eternally grateful. Thank you,
Mississippi Baptists.”

continued from page one

The Baptist Family 
Counseling Service

Letter from a Maryland World Changer

Dear Maryland/Delaware Baptists,
Over the past two summers, I have attended mission trips in Montreal,

Canada and Nashville, Tennessee with an organization known as World
Changers. These weeklong trips have really blessed my life as they have enabled
me to grow closer to God by serving others in His name.  

Each year World Changers has dozens of locations around the world where
students from churches across the country are sent out with one purpose: to reach
unsaved people through their service to others in Jesus’ name. At the beginning of
the week, the students are randomly divided into work crews and are assigned a
work site. These sites are usually run-down houses that require an entire week of
hard labor in which students can expect to do any number of projects such as roof-
ing, painting, replacing a deck or other forms of home improvement. 

In Canada, we helped a Haitian minister replace his roof and this year in
Nashville, our project required us to paint an old man’s house and repair part of
his front porch. Both of the residents that we helped were already Christians but
we were able to minister to other members of the neighborhood as they witnessed
our work. I found that as the work progressed throughout the week neighbors
began to notice that the work is being done, not by professional workers, but by
students, and that seemed odd to them. When they began asking questions about
why we were there and what we were doing, it gave us an opportunity to share
Jesus with them.  Although no one that we came into contact at our work site was
saved during that week, seeds were planted and I am certain that God will contin-
ue to work in their lives.   

After a long day at the work sites every day, we would return to the church
that we were staying at for a good amount of free time, dinner and a worship serv-
ice. I cherished these moments of rest at night because it was during this time that
we were able to relax, fellowship, and praise God together with other believers
which they gave me energy for another day of work. 

I would strongly encourage any student who has the chance to serve at World
Changers next summer to take advantage of the opportunity. It is an awesome
experience! You may not be able to change the world in one week, but with God all
things are possible. It was amazing to me how taking a week out of my summer
vacation to deny myself and put God first could be such a rewarding experience
and there is no doubt in my mind that He could do the same for you.

Adam Simpson, age 17
Greenridge Baptist Church

continued from page one

“We went to Kingsport, Tenn.,” Hope
said.

“ I liked the idea of going and
working on people’s houses with peo-
ple you don’t know from all around
country.  The whole week is great.”

Chris continued to work with World
Changers each year and serves as a
semester missionary during college
breaks. He works full-time in the sum-
mer with World Changers in
Alpharetta, Ga. 

“It’s always different; some people
don’t know what to think; some are so
thankful. The whole thing is worth it
when you see the resident’s face at end
of the week. They’re so thankful.”  

Hope is so committed to World
Changers that he had a kidney opera-
tion in May and came back to work on
the summer staff just a short time after-
wards.

“A few kids accepted Christ. The
majority that come are saved, but we
always have kids every year that
accept Christ when they come to
town,” Childs said. 

“Quite a few decisions (for Christ)
were made by local residents and peo-
ple in the neighborhoods,” Childs said.
Those names were given to representa-
tives of the Baltimore Association to
follow-up with them. Some churches
that sponsor the crews also get to know
residents when they bring the lunches
and continue to minister to them long
after the youth have gone home.

Childs finds fulfillment in the World
Changers program.

“To be honest…I can go out and
work on someone else’s roof, hot,
sweaty and worn out and find more
fulfillment then running my own busi-
ness day in and day out,” Childs said.
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LaPlata disaster relief reveals Christian love in action
By Vivian Phillips

BaptistLIFE Correspondent

LAPLATA, Md. –– On Sunday
evening, April 28, a natural disaster
in the form of a tornado struck
LaPlata, Md. On Monday, the dam-
age was assessed. By Tuesday,
“people were there and getting
organized,” and Wednesday and
Thursday brought feeding units
and clean-up crews, explained
Ellen Udovich, disaster relief lay
mobilization direc-
tor for BCM/D.

All levels of
Southern Baptist
Disaster Relief
Response were uti-
lized as Maryland/
Delaware Baptists
and others sought
to help with recov-
ery efforts follow-
ing one of the
strongest tornadoes
recorded in
Maryland’s history.
The tornado swept
through Calvert,
Charles and
Dorcester counties.
Trees were knocked down or shorn
in half, resulting in much debris
and rubble.

Southern Baptist response took
place at six levels: individual,
church, associational, regional, con-
vention and national. On the indi-
vidual level, scores communicated
to the state disaster relief director
via the Potomac Baptist Association
or the BCM/D office that they
wanted to help. Many had com-
pleted disaster relief training and
were ready to participate on a spe-
cialty team such as the mobile feed-
ing unit.

On the church level, many
Southern Baptist churches provid-
ed facilities and/or volunteers to
help with relief efforts. Most
notably, Christian Family Church
in LaPlata served as an operations
center. The church facilities contin-
ue to be open to volunteers staying
overnight. Along with Maryland/

Delaware church groups, volun-
teers also came from Southern
Baptist churches in Virginia. 

Afterwards, “someone asked if
we could use a mobile kitchen,”
said LaPlata pastor Jim Powell.
Powell answered affirmatively, and
Bailey’s Restaurant Equipment
Company of St. Mary’s City, Md.
brought a 40-foot kitchen trailer to
the church parking lot. Volunteers
and people adversely affected by
the tornado continue to be fed from

this mobile kitchen. About seven
persons staffed the mobile kitchen
on a daily basis, half of whom are
Christian Family Church members.

Another Southern Baptist
church in the area, First Church,
LaPlata, also opened their doors to
those in need. A Catholic school
used the church facilities for six
weeks, after their own building
was demolished by the tornado.  

On the associational level,
Potomac Association became the
command center for Southern
Baptist disaster relief efforts.
Following the tornado, director of
missions Richard Logsdon said, “I
immediately began to see how we
could help. It hit in the town
where I live.” Linda Berry,
Logsdon’s administrative assis-
tant, handled all the details.
Volunteers answered the phone
and organized the help that would
come,” explained Logsdon. 

On the regional level, several
associations coordinated their
efforts. The Blue Ridge Association
Disaster Relief Storm Recovery
team came with chainsaws to cut
felled trees, so debris could be
removed. Prince George’s
Association churches also partici-
pated in sending volunteers. A
stump grinder was rented and six
to eight chainsaws were pur-
chased. Pastor Wayne Kempson of
First Church, Waldorf, recalled one

lady whose home was
just off the path of the
tornado. She had the
debris of 10 to 15 fallen
trees in her yard along
with some damage to
her roof. Many people
helped in cleaning up
her yard, he said. The
Eastern Association’s
disaster relief feeding
unit was on location for
a time to meet the needs
of volunteers. 

At the convention
level, the need for volun-
teers was listed on
BCM/D’s website. In
addition, the convention,

along with Potomac Association,
served as a collection site for flash-
lights, water, gloves, food and
money for relief efforts. The
Disaster Relief Fund account was
used quite a bit with the feeding
unit, said Logsdon.

Finally, on the national level,
the national agencies of the
Southern Baptist Convention pro-
vided some funding and manpow-
er coordination. “Early on, the
Southern Baptist Convention sent
trained people,” said Logsdon.
“For the first 18 to 20 days some-
one trained got us started” in the
disaster relief work that was need-
ed. George Blevins, director of
BCM/D’s disaster relief team, con-
tacted the North American
Mission Board (NAMB) for help in
getting the clean-up going. NAMB
immediately sent an experienced
operations coordinator to oversee
the chainsaw crews. Crews came

from Arkansas to clean up trees
and help serve food. The chain of
command at each disaster location
is identified by the color of their
hats. The overall coordinator and
operations director for that partic-
ular disaster response wears a
white hat. The unit coordinator
wears a blue hat and the trained
volunteers wear yellow hats.
Printed on each hat is the arch of
the Southern Baptist Convention,
wheat as a symbol of physical
help, a fish as a symbol of spiritual
help and the state name. 

All volunteers, including
Blevins are responsible for pro-
viding their own transportation.
Most disaster relief volunteers
must use vacation time from
work to serve. They were putting
in 12 to 14 hour days for the first
couple of weeks. On average,
there have been 10 to 15 people
volunteering during the five-day
workweek, with up to 50 people
working on weekends, according
to Blevins.

Mayor William F. Eckman of
LaPlata “gave us Oak Street, the
area worst hit,” to provide meals
to people and workers, said
Logsdon. After the first week,
other organizations such as the
Red Cross and Salvation Army
closed down their on-site opera-
tions. Southern Baptists took over
the feeding tent that the Jaycees
had previously used near the city
administration building. By the
end of the third week, 1,700 meals
had been served from barbecue
grills, reported Berry. 

According to the “Involving
Southern Baptists in Disaster
Relief” manual, the motivation
behind Southern Baptist Disaster
Relief efforts can be summed up in
one phrase: “A cup of cold water
in Jesus’ name.” Disaster relief
volunteers are following the exam-
ple Jesus set when He fed the 5000
and the 4000, and His teachings in
the parable of the Good Samaritan
and Matthew 25:31-46. Southern
Baptist Disaster Relief is Christian
love in action.

By Ellen Udovich
Consultant Specialist for Lay
Mobilization and Volunteers

COLUMBIA, Md. –– Maryland/
Delaware is a disaster waiting to
happen. Hurricanes, tornadoes,
chemical spills and blizzards are
not unknown in this area. Factor
in the new threat of terrorism and
it is only a matter of time before
we find ourselves in the disaster
news headlines.

But until that time comes, all
we can do is wait—or is it? 

Although we don’t know
when, where or how the next dis-
aster will strike our area, there
are key steps we can take to pre-
pare for the next unexpected
emergency. Not only can we pre-
pare for the safety of our own
church family, we can prepare our
church to reach out in ministry to
those in our communities.
Family Preparation

Develop a list of supplies your
family will need in the event of a
disaster. Take the time to assem-
ble these items together in one
convenient location. Basic sup-
plies would include such items as
one gallon of bottled water per
person per day, non-perishable
foods that don’t require cooking,
first aid kit, flashlights and batter-
ies, battery-operated or windup

radio, sleeping bags and neces-
sary medications. Remember the
special needs of family members
who are very young or very old
(family pets will have needs as
well).

As part of your family prepa-
ration, contact the Red Cross to
identify the official community
shelter closest to you. Select an
out-of-the-area contact person
who can pass on news to the rest
of your extended family. Be sure
you know where and how to cut
off your utilities (water, gas and
electricity) Photocopy essential
documents and keep with your
disaster supplies. Identify neigh-
bors your family should check on.
Talk with family members so that
everyone, especially children,
understands your family’s disas-
ter plan.
Church Preparation

Identify the disaster hazards
for your community. Remember
that disasters can be large or
small: even an ice storm pulling
down a few power lines can
endanger lives.

Develop a church response
plan for each potential disaster.
For instance, deacons may each
have a list of elderly or special
needs people in the congregation
that they are responsible for
checking on in the event of a dis-

aster, or may have the responsi-
bility of delivering a three-day
supply of food to shut-ins when-
ever the weather station is pre-
dicting a serious snowstorm.

Consider your ministry oppor-
tunities as well. Is there a hospital
or nursing home nearby that will
need extra help in case of a disas-
ter? Contact them and make
arrangements ahead of time.
Identify and prepare these volun-
teers so that they will be ready to
spring into action when the need
arises.

When disaster strikes, the
American Red Cross will need
facilities for community shelters
and collection centers. Contact
your local Red Cross chapter and
explore ways your church facility
(and church members) could be
used. Like all good preparation,
this needs to be done well ahead
of time! 
Preparing Together

Our Maryland/Delaware
Disaster Relief team is also devel-
oping a convention-wide disaster
response strategy. Our most
urgent need is to train volunteers
and identify potential resources.
We need your help!
• If you are at least 18 years old

and in good health, consider
becoming a BCM/D disaster
relief volunteer by completing

a two-day training course and
registering your availability
with your association’s disaster
relief coordinator.
If our area were to be hit with

a major disaster, whether natural
or man-made, Southern Baptist
disaster response units from other
states would quickly mobilize to
assist us. As we prepare for that
possibility, it is essential that we
identify:
• Churches with large parking

lots that can be used as a stag-
ing area for Baptist disaster
efforts. In a large disaster, we
will need space to accommo-
date multiple tractor-trailers
and dozens of smaller vehicles.

• Churches willing to open their
facilities to house Southern
Baptist disaster volunteers.
These volunteers will be pre-
pared to sleep on floors and
will take their meals at another
location. Shower facilities at the
church are not necessary.

• Churches with large offices
(multiple computers and tele-
phone lines) that can be used as
a communication center for
Baptist disaster operations. 
We need to identify available

church facilities in all areas of our
convention. Please contact Ellen
Udovich at (800) 466-5290 ext. 216
if you can help with this need.

A disaster waiting to happen...

Oct. 25-26, 2002
Middle River Church

Nov. 12-16, 2002
First Church, Laurel

Feb. 21-22, 2003
Potomac Baptist
Association

All events begin
Friday evening, 7 pm-
10 p.m. and conclude
Saturday, 8:30 a.m. – 
4 p.m.  Registration
fee of $20 includes all
training materials and
lunch on Saturday.
Call (800) 466-5290 ext.
216 for information.

Disaster Volunteer 

Training Events

“...the motivation

behind Southern

Baptist Disaster Relief

efforts can be

summed up in one

phrase: “A cup of cold

water in Jesus’

name.”
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Association’s churches plant seeds at county fairs
By Lori Thornton

BaptistLIFE Correspondent

LAVALE, Md. –– Western
Maryland Association churches
recently partnered for a fourth year
of ministry at two county fairs. The
Allegany and Garrett County fairs’
attendees benefited from the inno-
vative ministries provided by
members of thirteen churches. The
fairs were held July 14-21 and Aug.
12-17, respectively. 

The ministries offered a baby
comfort station, complete with a
changing tables and a room for
nursing mothers; drinking water;
face-painting; balloon-tying; a
prayer station; free New
Testaments; and a “walking stick”
ministry.

The “walking stick” ministry
was a new addition this year. The
idea came from the Fellowship of
Christian Farmers who used the
ministry at the Maryland State Fair
in Timonium. A four-sided yard-
stick is used with measurements
printed on two sides and the asso-
ciation’s name and phone number
on the other sides. A rawhide strap
with colored beads representing the
plan of salvation hangs on the end.

Sixteen people prayed to
receive Christ through presenta-
tions using the sticks. Another
evangelistic tool used was a
“spiritual opinion” survey. Pastor
Mark Watkins, Pleasant View
Church, found
the survey to
be effective in
sharing scrip-
tures about the
plan of salva-
tion. 

The concept
for the fair
ministry origi-
nated when
Kenny Heath,
director of
missions for
Western
Association,
and his wife,
Deborah,
began their
ministry in 1997. The association
faced financial challenges and
had no money for new evangel-
istic efforts. The missions devel-
opment committee sought God
for direction. They were led to
think about places where people
in their region come together

and the fairs came to mind. The
idea for a Baby Comfort Station
soon followed. 

The ministry began on faith
for God’s provision. Four years
later, the ministry owns a tent,

supplies, and a trailer. According
to Heath, no money has come
from the Association’s budget.
“God has provided lavishly
through individuals and church-
es inside and outside the associa-
tion and state and Advancing
Christ’s Kingdom.” Most recent-

ly, support has come from the
BCM/D State Missions Offering.
This year, they ministered to 837
persons at the Allegany County
Fair and 2,200 persons at the
Garrett County Fair.

The vision for
the future is to con-
tinue to develop
trust with the fair
directors, workers,
and attendees,
enabling the volun-
teers to share the
Gospel with them.
Heath sees the
potential to have an
unofficial “fair
chaplain/ mission-
ary” at the
Allegany fair. The
association was
asked to direct the
vespers service at
that location this

year. Heath shares that people
are surprised and appreciative
that the ministries offered are
completely free. “At the Garrett
Fair this year, one lady exclaimed,
with a beaming smile on her
face, ‘You Baptists are always
doing something!’”

By Karen L. Willoughby

[Editor’s note: This is the first of
four articles on The Church and
the Law. It focuses on the big pic-
ture, basic concepts and insur-
ance. Articles follow on person-
nel, First Amendment and politi-
cal/moral issues].

WINTER PARK, Fla. —
Attorney Keith Lowe thought God
was calling him out of his profes-
sion, but two weeks before he
started work as minister of educa-
tion at Aloma Baptist Church here,
the church van was involved in an
accident that
claimed the lives
of one of its mem-
bers and severely
injured several
others.

For 18 months,
rarely a week
passed that Lowe
didn’t deal with
some legal issue
related to the
accident. As a
result, his role at
the church changed from educa-
tion to administration.

“Our church’s insurance com-
pany was taking advantage of the
very positive relationship church
members had with the church,”
Lowe said. “It put the church in
the position of having to consider
taking legal action
against its own insurance company
to do what they had been paid to
do.”

Churches across the Southern
Baptist Convention increasingly
are facing legal challenges that
range from insurance claims and
personal injury lawsuits to zoning
issues, equal access to public
buildings, plus clergy malpractice
and other employment/ volunteer
staff issues.

“Before coming here I was prac-
ticing law full-time in Stuart, Fla.
and would get calls once or twice a
month from churches — some of
them quite large — who needed
someone ‘safe’ to talk to,” Lowe
said. “It was always crisis manage-
ment. It was always, ‘What should

we do now?’ Pastors typically are
not trained in seminary to deal
with these very serious legal
issues, but feel a tremendous
responsibility in these matters at
the undershepherd of the flock.”

THE BIG PICTURE
The church in America needs to

look carefully in three areas, said
Randy Singer, an attorney, member
of Bridgeway Baptist Church in
Alpharetta, Ga. and executive vice
president of the SBC’s North
American Mission Board.

“The hottest issue facing the
church is volunteers and staff

members who take advantage of
leadership positions to abuse chil-
dren and have affairs,” Singer said.
“That’s the issue of properly
screening employees and volun-
teers and avoiding what’s happen-
ing in the Catholic church.

“Second,” he continued,
“there’s the growing persecution
against the church in various
areas, such as zoning, and the fight
churches are going through for
equal access for schools and public
buildings - the government crack-
down on the influence of the
church. Those are First
Amendment issues.

“Probably third is the ability of
the church to engage in political
and moral issues of the day with-
out violating their 501(c)3 nonprof-
it status,” Singer concluded.

BASIC CONCEPTS
Pastors to some extent seem to

be aware of the anti-church legal
climate in the nation — and the
precarious position of churches —
but for the most part church mem-

bers seem to be blissfully and dan-
gerously unaware, Lowe said. He
also sees a wrong perception
among some of those who are
aware.

“I’ve noticed that we in the
church talk about protecting the
church so its assets are not at risk,”
Lowe said. “But actually, protec-
tion of the children and our people
ought to be first and foremost.

“If someone were to sue a
church and win a judgment, they
could take the property of the
church,” Lowe continued. “They
could take the pews, hymnbooks,
land, whatever they want to satisfy

the judgment. But what
is that compared to the
spiritual and physical
harm done to any child
in the care of our church-
es? Jesus said in
Matthew 18:3 that ‘who-
ever causes one of these lit-
tle ones who believe in me
to stumble, it is better for
him that a heavy millstone
be hung around his neck,
and that he be drowned in
the depth of the sea.’ Jesus

wasn’t all that concerned about the
‘assets of the church.’”

Singer concurred.
“Here’s a very important con-

cept: No one has a legal right to
work in any ministry in a church,”
Singer said. “Our first responsibili-
ty is to protect the kids. No one
has a right to work with them —
they must earn that privilege.”

In addition to child care and
youth ministry issues, the church’s
physical plant needs continual
attention to safety matters so peo-
ple don’t trip over ‘safety’ mats,
down (or up) stairs, or floor spills,
Lowe said. 

Doors to all classrooms and
offices (including the pastor’s)
need to have at least one see-
through glass panel, he added.
Vehicles need to be maintained
and inspected regularly for every-
thing from properly-inflated tires
to burned-out light bulbs. And the
church should carry enough
insurance to offset its exposure to
litigation and adequately protect
its people.

INSURANCE
“I’ve heard some people sug-

gest that we should ‘trust the Lord’
rather than buy insurance,” Lowe
said. “Buying insurance is not lack
of trust in God; it’s recognizing
that men are depraved and capa-
ble of not only negligence, but the
most vile kinds of sin.

“Although insurance can never
really make a person whole again
after the unthinkable happens, I
view insurance as a provision from
God to provide and minister to our
people in crisis situations. We
want to make sure our people are
adequately cared for, should the
unforeseen happen.

“The flip side is that you can go
too far on any issue,” he added.
“A church needs to understand
when you buy a policy what
you’ve done in essence is give over
care of your people to a company
whose leaders may have little if
any regard for the things of God
and His people, and whose
primary purpose is in making a
profit. It’s a given that there is
going to be risk involved with
being a church. The question is,
how are we going to best manage
these risks?”

But managing the risk is only
part of the equation, the attorney/
church administrator said.

“Pastors want to know how do
I protect the church against getting
sued, but the question should be,
how to protect the people we min-
ister to,” Lowe said. “For many
years the church has been lax in
that. We take the cheapest and
junkiest vehicles and transport our
precious people in them. Whether
we acknowledge it or not, that
sends a strong message to our peo-
ple and the world about what we
think is important. And why isn’t
every nursery in every church the
very best it can be? That’s an area
in which a church should be pour-
ing its best resources.”

[Editor’s note: This series of arti-
cles has been especially commis-
sioned of Karen Willoughby by
the the Special Articles
Committee of the Association of
State Baptist Papers].

Overview:The Church and the law

& Law
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Churches across the

SBC increasingly are

facing legal challenges

that range from insur-

ance claims and per-

sonal injury lawsuits to

zoning issues, equal

access to public build-

ings, plus clergy mal-

practice and other

employment/volunteer

staff issues.



By Bob Gerstmyer

If you’ll look at the top left cor-
ner of the front page of this
paper, you’ll see that the motto

of BaptistLIFE is “It’s your
story… we just tell it!” A compara-
ble description of Baptist Family &
children’s Services might be “It’s
your community, we just serve it!”
In a very real sense, the kids and
families who we serve belong to
all of us: they are men and
women, boys and girls in BCM/D
churches, and we share a responsi-
bility to give them a new start.

How do we pay for these serv-
ices? How do we fund the work
that needs to be done in our

churches and communities? All of
the funding for these activities
comes through private fundrais-
ing. No government dollars sup-
port CareNow, Baptist Family
Counseling or the McCormick
Family Life Institute. The CHO-
SEN Treatment Foster Care
Program has a contract with the

State of Maryland to provide treat-
ment for children in Maryland, but
that funding cannot be spent on
our charitable
programs; we
must contain it
within CHO-
SEN. The chari-
table services
that we offer to
BCM/D church-
es are funded
privately.

As you can
see from the
chart that
accompanies
this article, the
lion’s share of
the private
funding we
receive comes
from churches
and individuals.
The support
that we have
received from
churches this
year has been
simply out-
standing. From
the new Mother’s Day Offering to
VBS to regular budgeted giving,
the churches of the BCM/D have
clearly begun to show their sup-
port for the work that Baptist
Family does every day. Individual
donors outdo even the churches in
their generosity. Church groups
like Sunday School classes and
Bible Studies make a strong contri-
bution, and the activities of the
McCormick Family Life Institute

help defray the costs associated
with running a large, active
Family Preservation Program like

CareNow.   Please see the article
above for a further explanation of
“Federated Giving.”

One area in which we would
like to see improvement is the giv-
ing that comes from businesses. As
you can see from the chart, busi-
nesses only accounted for 4% of
our total fundraising last fiscal
year. If you are the owner of a
business, small or large, please
consider supporting Baptist

Family through tax-deductible
donations. Baptist Family is a fed-
erally-recognized 501(b)(3) non-

profit agency.
You and your
business can
help to make a
difference in
the lives of
kids and fami-
lies throughout
Maryland and
Delaware.

Even if you
do not own
your own busi-
ness, the com-
pany you work
for probably
has a charita-
ble giving pro-
gram Please
recommend
Baptist Family
as a recipient
of your compa-
ny’s donations.

Raising the
proportion of
our funding
that comes

from businesses in the region will
help us to continue expanding the
scope and reach of our services. It
will help us continue to do the
work that God has called each of
us to do. 

This community of faith, of
believers, belongs to all of us.
Consider Baptist Family your
charity.  And thank you for con-
sidering Baptist Family in your
charitable giving.  
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Bob Gerstmyer
BFCS Executive Director

Baptist Family and

Children’s Services 
7175 Columbia Gateway Dr.,
Ste. F Columbia, MD 21046-
2537
t:     (410) 872-1050    

(800) 621-8834 
f:     (410) 872-1047 
e:    baptistfamily@                

baptistfamily.org 
w:    www.baptistfamily.org

Want more

from BFCS?

Sign up for our quarterly
newsletter. Stay abreast of
the latest from BFCS all year
long. Receive updates on
our programs, cases and
other child and family-relat-
ed topics. 

Also, sign up for our
new CareNow Comm-
unicator monthly newslet-
ter. Packed with stories and
pictures, the Communicator
is your link to the exciting
work of BFCS’s CareNow
Family Preservation
Program. 

Call Tim Durkin at 
(410) 872-1050 ext.143 or
email baptistfamily@
baptistfamily.org with your
name and address to get on
the list today!

Have you considered giving to your charity?

To access the
CareNow Information &
Referral Hotline, please
call (410) 872-1050,
extension 113. This line
is manned between the
hours of 9 am and noon,
Monday through Friday.
At all other times, a
voice mail system col-
lects messages. These
messages are checked
regularly throughout
business hours.

CareNow

Information and 

Referral Hotlne

Employees of government
agencies at the federal, state and
local levels all have the opportu-
nity to designate a small portion
of their paycheck to Baptist
Family. Even small donations,
over the course of a year, can add
up to a significant commitment
to the health and safety of fami-
lies in our communities and
churches.

Employees of non-govern-
ment agencies are also able to
give through the United Way,
which coordinates a payroll
deduction charitable giving plan. 

The government plans require
that employees use an agency
identification number to set up
the donation schedule.

For the Combined Federal
Campaigns of Central Maryland,

Baptist Family is agency number
4166.

For the Combined Federal
Campaigns of the National
Capital Area, please use agency
number 7010.

State of Maryland employees
can use agency number 5287 in
the Maryland Charity Campaign.

Baltimore City workers, please
use agency number 4166 for the
Combined Charity Campaign.

Baptist Family is registered
with the United Way of the
National Capital Area (D.C. and
suburbs), the United Way of
Central Maryland (Baltimore and
suburbs) and the United Way of
the Tri-State Area (Delaware,
Pennsylvania and New Jersey).
Ask your Human Resources
manager for more details.    

A snapshot of giving to BFCS fiscal year 2001-2002

Parenting Class 
Baptist Family’s McCormick

Family Life Institute will offer the
first of  three sessions of parent-
ing classes, beginning in October.
The classes will utilize BFCS’s
popular Parenting Power curricu-
lum and will be taught by Amy
Patrick, Coordinator of Baptist
Family’s CareNow Family
Preservation Program.  

Classes meet on Thursday
nights over the course of seven
weeks, from 6:30 until 8:30 each
night. The training costs $80 per
person, with a discounted rate of
$150 per couple.  Members of
BCM/D churches who register
for their class at least two weeks
prior to the class start date will
receive an additional $5.00 off per
person or $10.00 off per couple.
Classes for this session :
October 3, 10, 17, 24 
November 7, 14, 21

To register for the above
classes, or for more information,
please call Vickie Kent at (800)
621-8834, extension 144.

McCormick Family 
Life Institute
September 25-26: 
“Wraparound” Services for At-
Risk Families, presented by
Mary Grealish.   $210, 13 CEUs,
registration cost includes lunch
both days.
October-November: 
Parenting Power Classes 
October 29: 
Holistic Responses to the
Problems of Contemporary
Families, presented by Pat
Fosarelli. $105, 6.5 CEUs, regis-
tration cost includes lunch.

General
October 15: 
Annual Banquet, call (800) 621-
8834, ext. 143 for ticket info 

UPCOMING EVENTSWe huffed and we puffed and we STUFFED!
By Amy Patrick

Program Manager
CareNow Family Preservation 

Throughout the summer, sev-
eral churches throughout
Maryland collected school

supplies so that the children in the
CareNow program can have the
things that they need to start a new
school year. We collected back-
packs, paper, and pencils galore
thanks to the generous donations
of the following churches:
Colonial Church
Edgewood Church
Elders Church
First Church, Beltsville
First Church, Dundalk
First Church, Lansdowne
First Church, Mt. Rainier
First Church, Savage

Long Green Church
Patterson Park Church
Severna Park Church
South Columbia Church
University Church

On August 13, 2002, several
members of the Baptist Family
Board of Church Representatives
including Dottie Harris (Elders
Church), Libby
McLeod and Pam
Horne (Long
Green Church),
Frances Hufnagel
(Loch Raven
Church), and
Tanya Milauskas
(First Church,
Lansdowne) con-
verged on the
agency to sort supplies and stuff
backpacks. In addition, Bryan

Patrick, minister of worship and
music at First Church, Laurel
took some time away from his
office to help with the heavy lift-
ing! All of the volunteers worked
long and hard to stuff 69 back-
packs for the children of
CareNow.   

Because of the overwhelming
generosity of
these churches,
we were also
able to help
other families
who are not
part of
CareNow, but
who called the
Information
and Referral

Hotline in search of school sup-
plies for their children.

Consider Federated Giving at work

THE FAMILY CIRCUS® by Bil Keane

Reprinted in Baptist LIFE with special permission of Bil Keane.



ACCOMPANIST NEEDED ––
Olney Baptist Church – Part-time
paid position. For more informa-
tion call church office at (301) 774-
5433 or send resumes to Olney
Baptist Church, 17525 Georgia
Avenue, P.O. Box 325, Olney, MD
20830-0325.

DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS ––
Piedmont Baptist Association,
Greensboro, NC is seeking a full-
time Director of Missions in
Metropolitan area, 63 churches.
Candidate should be an active
SBC Christian, DOM experience
preferred, ascribe to the Baptist
Faith and Message, called to asso-
ciational missions, and have
received at least a master’s degree.
Send resume, with references to
Mrs. Dean Malone, Secretary, 6102
O’Briant Ct., Greensboro, NC
27410 or email to
dholliday@triad.rr.com.

SECRETARY –– Full-time educa-
tional secretary position available
at Berwyn Baptist Church in

College Park. Computer skills
required in Word, Excel, Publisher
and Power Point. Send inquiries
and/or resumes to: Berwyn
Baptist Church 4720 Cherokee St.
College Park, MD 20740 or Fax
(301) 441-3178 or email berwyn-
baptistchurch@hotmail.com
Attention Sandy Eelman.

MINISTER OF YOUTH –– The
First Baptist Church of Waldorf is
seeking a full time Minister of
Youth. Primary responsibility will
be to coordinate and direct youth
ministries, programs and activities
and, secondarily, to lead the
church to develop a comprehen-
sive recreation program that
reaches church members and per-
sons in the community. Resumes
may be sent to: Dr. Wayne
Kempson, FBC Waldorf, 11725
Berry Road, Waldorf, Maryland
20603.

MINISTRY SUPPORT 
ASSISTANT –– The First Baptist
Church of Rockville is seeking a
person to work as a “Ministry
Support Assistant.” The position

requirements are as follows:
1. Have a working knowledge of

correspondence development
and publication production in
Microsoft
Word/Pagemaker/WordPerfect.

2. Have a working knowledge of
PowerPoint of similar presenta-
tion programs.

3. Have a working knowledge of
database operations in order to
learn specific church database
software.

4. Good typing and proofreading
skills.

5. Have excellent communication
skills in person, telephone, and
written. Be able to communicate
an idea or thought in brief, suc-
cinct statements that are under-
standable.

If you are interested in working at
our church, please contact Ann
Chisholm at (301) 279-2400 or send
your resume to Ann Chisholm, c/o
First Baptist Church, 55 Adclare
Road, Rockville, MD 20850.

PASTOR –– Columbia Baptist
Fellowship (CBF), which is inten-
tional in its racial, cultural and the-

ological diversity, seeks a
Biblically-grounded Senior Pastor
who will facilitate the 400 members
of this congregation in ministry
and study. CBF worships in an
interfaith center in the planned
community of Columbia.
Candidates should send resumes
no later than Oct. 15, 2002, to the
Search Committee, Columbia
Baptist Fellowship, 5885 Robert
Oliver Place, Columbia, MD 21045.

LIN WALLBERG, SOLO
HANDBELLS –– Available for
concerts, worship services, clinics,
or weddings. Add the beautiful
touch of handbells to your special
occasion. Contact: Lin Wallberg
Phone: (301) 586-0317 E-mail: wall-
berg@juno.com

RETREAT TO THE OCEAN ––
The Baptist Retreat Center in
Ocean City is available for Fall –
Spring Retreats. We can accommo-
date groups as large as 65. For
more info. call (410) 289-6573 or
check http://www.OCBaptist.org
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TO PLACE AN ADEmployment

Miscellaneous

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX
YOUR AD – Deadlines are
the last Friday of each
month for the following
month’s issue. Classified
advertising is 75 cents per
word ($18.00 minimum) for
BCM/D churches and
church members; 85 cents
per word ($20.00 minimum)
for non-profit organiza-
tions; and 95 cents per
word ($25.00 minimum) for 
commercial organizations.
Word count does not
include words with two let-
ters or less. Spot color is
available for an additional
$10 per ad. Contact us for
display ad pricing. The
entire paper is also acces-
sible online at 
www.baptistlifeonline.org
Note: Acceptance of ads
does not constitute an
endorsement of products
or services.

BCM/D Ministry Needs 
Delaware Baptist Association
What: Thousands and thousands
of homemade cookies are needed
for the NASCAR ministry.
When: Please deliver your cookies
to the association office in Dover,
DE or the BCM/D office in
Columbia, MD by Thursday,
September 19.
Contact: Jim McBride at (302) 741-
2488. 

BCM/D Construction Needs
Hope Baptist Church, Laurel,
MD
What: Completing new facility 
Workers needed to hang grid ceil-
ing, install ceiling light fixtures,
trim windows and baseboards
When: Immediately. Volunteers
welcome during the week or
Saturdays
Contact: Rev. Rick Beacham at
(301) 490-3348 
North Arundel Church, Glen
Burnie, MD

What: Completing new facility
Workers needed for finish carpen-
try, plumbing, electrical, painting,
other large and small tasks.
When: Immediately. Volunteers
welcome during the week or 
Saturdays

Contact: John Cokendolpher at 
(410) 787-9893 
Lighthouse Baptist Church,
Waldorf, MD

What: Constructing a new wor-
ship/education facility with wood
frame and truss roof.
When: September-November.
Volunteers welcome during the
week or Saturdays.
Workers needed in all skill areas.
Call to verify project schedule.
Contact: Rev. Calvin Johnson at
(301) 893-3930. 
El-Bethel Baptist Church, Fort
Washington, MD

What: Renovating a 10,000 square
foot single story commercial build-
ing into a new sanctuary.
When: Volunteers welcome dur-
ing the week or Saturdays.
Workers needed in all interior
skill areas. Call to verify project
schedule.
Other information: the church can
provide meals for volunteers and
housing in members’ homes for
those coming from out-of-town.
Contact: jdixon04@aol.com 

Please email eudovich@bcmd.org
or phone Ellen Udovich for more
information at (410) 290 5290 x216

Restorative Justice Seminar
October 12, 2002,10 A.M. – 4 P.M. 
at the Baptist Center 

A seminar designed for those
who are interested in the Biblical
basis of restoration and ways
they can be involved in specific
ministries as related to families
of prisoners, law enforcement
professionals, and ex offenders
and their families, victims of
crime and much more.

$18 includes book and lunch
Deadline to register is October 4
Call (410) 290-5290 x231 for details

MMUSIC&
ORSHIP

THE

INSTITUTE

Want to serve, but do not know 

how or where...?

Looking for a 
skills upgrade?
Call (410) 290-5290 ext. 245

Sign up today for the following Fall classes: 
•October     1,8,15,22 “Sightsinging I”
•November 5,12,19,26 “Sightsinging II”

Upcoming Core classes:
•January   7,14,21,28 “Vocal Training”
•February    4,11 “Teaching Others to Sing”

18,25 “Exploring Worship Paradigms”
•March        4,11,18,25 “Conducting I”
•April 1,8,15,22 “Conducting II”
•May        6,13 “Leading Congregational Singing”

20,27 “Working With Your Pastor”

Upcoming Elective classes:
•January   7,14 “Basic MIDI”

21,28 “Use of Drama in Church”
•February    4,11 “Producing a Church Pageant”

18,25 “Banner Ministry”
•March        4,11 “Choosing Music for Keyboards”

18,25 “Lighting for Amateurs”
•April 1,8 “Sound Reinforcement Techniques”

15,22 “The Heart of the Artist”
26* “Children’s Choir Workshop”

•May        6,13 “Video Projection for Churches”
20,27 “Worship and the Arts”

*Saturday only (10 a.m.- 4 p.m. and includes lunch)

Pianists/Keyboardists

needed to fill in

when church accom-

panists are not avail-

able. Please call (410)

290-5290 ext. 0

Music teachers need-

ed. If you teach voice

or an instrument,

please call (410) 290-

5290 ext. 0



By Mike Craig

No one can deny that we live
in a technology rich society
or that technical devices

play an important role in our daily
lives. Just spend some time in the
local mall counting the number of
cell phones you see. Everyone,
including our children, are plugged
in and networked. It’s all about
community and communication. In
the past few years, technology and
the gadgets it empowers has
become cheaper, more abundant
and more personal. So the question
we have to ask ourselves is, how
does the local church respond?

One of the more interesting tech-
nology applications I’ve come
across is the use of Personal Data
Assistants (or PDA’s) and laptops
to keep church members informed
and updated. In the foyer, class-
rooms and even the church pews
themselves, church members can
find a variety of network interfaces
and docking station devices. After
attaching one’s PDA or laptop to
the appropriate cable, the latest
church directory is downloaded
along with today’s church bulletin,
news and events, Sunday school
materials, sermon notes and song
sheets. Uploaded from the mem-
bers device is their latest contact
information, prayer requests, com-
pleted surveys and a request form
to be included in Wednesday nights
pot luck dinner.

Sounds far-fetched but there
are some progressive churches
installing flat plasma touch-
screens (similar to the ones you
see embedded in the backs of
some airline seats) right there in
the pews to assist members in
worship.
Imagine online
electronic
hymnals and
song sheets,
video displays,
sermon notes
right there in
front of you.
No more
unsightly drop
down screens
or large noisy
video projec-
tors.

Technology
is even having
an impact on
how we study
the Bible and
the types of
tools we use.
For the first
time ever,
Lifeway
Christian
Resources and
Beth Moore are
offering an online, Internet only,
Bible study entitled “Believing
God” It’s a 10-week study being
offered around the world via the
Internet. The study will be interac-

tive and feature 10 recorded ses-
sions all viewable online. In addi-
tion there will be downloadable
homework, session notes, online
Bible study tools, and an interac-
tive community. If you want, the
materials can be viewed in a small

group session and there are group
leader notes available to help facil-
itate the discussions. All of this is
being made available at the price
of $9.95.

If all of this is too far out and
sounds too much like “techno-bab-
ble,” then maybe you need to make
plans now to attend next years
“Technomedia 2k3” event, May 1,
2003, Columbia, Md. Based on the
notion that churches are interested

in meeting with
technical ven-
dors and dis-
cussing solu-
tions, next year’s
event will pro-
vide ample
opportunity to
educate and
stimulate inter-
est in technolo-
gy. Already
planning to
attend are equip-
ment manufac-
turers (micro-
phones, sound
boards, video
equipment) and
system integra-
tors/consultants.
In addition,
Technomedia
2k3 will allow
local churches to
interact with
each other to
discuss solutions

and ideas for enhancing technical
services as a part of worship. Make
plans to set aside the 1st of May and
look for more details in the upcom-
ing months on Technomedia 2k3.
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‘Let’s Roll’ tops list

Beth Moore to

lead Internet

Bible study
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) ––
Women who love Beth Moore
Bible studies can get them in
just about every format: print,
video, audio and even in per-
son. Now they can add the
Internet to the list.

Moore, a popular author
and Bible teacher, will lead her
first Internet-only Bible study,
“Believing God,” this fall,
available from LifeWay
Christian Resources’ church
resources division. Based on
the weekly Living Proof Bible
studies Moore leads at her
church, Fist Baptist in Houston,

the 10 session series will begin
Sept. 26.

The Believing God study is
about how Christians can deepen
their belief in God, Moore said.

LifeWay is taping Moore’s
Bible study sessions at the
Houston church and then put-
ting them up on the Internet in
both streaming video and audio
format for women to view or lis-
ten to from their home comput-
ers.

Starting with the Sept. 26
launch date, a new session will
be posted on the Internet at
www.lifeway.com/BelievingGod
each Thursday for 10 weeks.
Pre-registration began Aug. 1.

Women who want to find
out more about the Internet
Bible study sessions can visit
the website.

August CP

giving 

up 9.64%
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) ––
Gifts to the Southern Baptist
Convention’s Cooperative
Program in August were 9.64
percent above gifts for August
2001, according to a news release
from SBC Executive Committee
President and Chief Executive
Officer Morris H. Chapman.

Year-to-date support for CP
Missions is 4.58 percent ahead of
totals at this same point last
year.

August’s $15,983,549.68 in CP
gifts to support Southern Baptist
ministries globally and across
North America compared to
$14,578,070.02 in August 2001, a
difference of $1,405,479.66.

Designated gifts of
$3,972,188.91 in August, mean-
while, were 30.99 percent below
August’s 2001’s $5,755,886.49, a
decrease of $1,783,697.58.

In year-to-date CP giving,
$167,941,882.53 has been
received, compared with
$160,592,711.06 in 2000-01, an
increase of 4.58 percent or
$7,349,171.47.

In year-to-date designated
giving, $166,978,452.98 has been
received, compared with

$166,832,014.34, an increase of .09
percent or $146,438.64.

The SBC operates on an Oct. 1-
Sept. 30 fiscal year.

For the SBC Cooperative
Program Allocation Budget, the
August receipts of $15,983,549.68
were 107.57 percent of the budget-
ed $14,858,239.92, or $1,125,309.76
above the budget goal.

The SBC Cooperative Program
total includes receipts from indi-
viduals, churches, state conven-
tions and fellowships for distribu-
tion according to the 2001-02
Cooperative Program Allocation
Budget.

The Cooperative Program is
Southern Baptists’ method of sup-
porting missions and ministry
efforts of state and regional con-
ventions and the Southern Baptist
Convention. Designated contribu-
tions include the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering for
International Missions, the Annie
Armstrong Easter Offering for
North American Missions,
Southern Baptist World Hunger
Fund and other special gifts.

State and regional conventions
retain a percentage of Cooperative
Program contributions they
receive from the churches to sup-
port work in their areas and send
the remaining funds to the
Executive Committee for national
and international ministries. The
percentage of distribution is at
the discretion of each state or
regional convention.

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)–– Lisa
Beamer’s new book, “Let’s Roll,”
premiered in the top-selling spot in
August in LifeWay Christian
Stories. Beamer is the wife of Todd
Beamer, who was among the pas-
sengers who forced a Sept. 11
hijacked plane to crash in western
Pennsylvania rather than
Washington.

The national chain of stores,
operated by LifeWay Christian
Resources of the Southern Baptist
Convention, releases a list of each
month’s best-selling hardbacks,
paperbacks, fiction and music.

All best-sellers will be featured
in the stores at discounted prices
throughout September.

HARDBACK
1. Let’s Roll, Lisa Beamer (Tyndale)
2. Jesus, The One and Only

(Broadman & Holman, LifeWay’s
trade books arm)

3. Wild at Heart, John Eldredge
(Nelson)

4. Bringing Up Boys, Dr. James
Dobson (Tyndale)

5. Prisoners of Hope, Dayna Curry
& Heather Mercer (Waterbrook)

6. When Godly People Do Ungodly
Things, Beth Moore (B&H)

7. Praying God’s Word, Beth Moore
(B&H)

8. Traveling Light, Max Lucado
(Nelson)

9. Paul Great Lives Vol. 6, Charles
Swindoll (Nelson)

10. Prayer of Jabez for Women,
Bruce Wilkinson (Multnomah)

PAPERBACK
1. Power of a Praying Woman,

Stormie Omartian (Harvest
House)

2. Power of a Praying Wife, Stormie
Omartian (Harvest House)

3. Power of a Praying Husband,
Stormie Omartian (Harvest
House)

4. Power of a Praying Parent,
Stormie Omartian 
(Harvest House)

5. Five Love Languages, Gary
Chapman (Moody Press)

6. Praying God’s Will for Your Life,
Stormie Omartian (Nelson)

7. Power of a Positive Mom, Karol
Ladd (Howard)

8. Case for Faith, Lee Strobel
(Zondervan)

9. Case for Christ, Lee Strobel
(Zondervan)

10. Humor for a Woman’s Heart,
Barbara Johnson et al. (Howard)

FICTION
1. The Rescue, Lori Wick (Harvest

House)
2. The Healer, Dee Henderson

(Multnomah)
3. Cape Refuge, Terri Blackstock

(Zondervan)
4. Redeeming Love, Francine Rivers

(Multnomah)
5. Remnant, Tim LaHaye & Jerry

Jenkins (Tyndale)
6. True Valor, Dee Henderson

(Multnomah)
7. Sacrifice, Robert Whitlow

(Nelson)
8. The Proposal, Lori Wick (Harvest

House)
9. Could I Have This Dance, Harry

Kraus (Zondervan)
10. Distant Beacon, Janette Oke & T.

Davis Bunn (Bethany House)

MUSIC
1. Almost There, Mercy Me (Word)
2. Legacy & Hymns of Faith, Amy

Grant (Word)
3. Worship, Michael W. Smith

(Provident)
4. All the Time in the World, Jump 5

(Chordant)
5. One and Only, Big Daddy Weave

(Provident)
6. Into Motion, Salvador (Word)
7. Our Love is Loud, Passion

(Chordant)
8. Dove Hits 2002, Various

(Chordant)
9. Come Together, Third Day

(Provident)
10. Sing Alleluia, City On A Hill

(Provident)

Make plans to attend the

BCM/D Annual Meeting

Nov. 11-12, 2002

Holiday Inn Select

Solomons, MD

Mike Craig

E-Media Strategist

Technology meets the local “plugged in” church
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