
By Iris White, Associate Editor
and Sharon Mager, Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. –– Wayne
Kempson, president of the General
Mission Board (GMB) opened
BCM/D’s last GMB meeting of the
year, on Sept. 10, with a sober
reminder of the next day’s omi-
nous anniversary of 9/11 and a call
to vigilance reiterating God’s sov-
ereignty.

“Mohammed left a legalistic
religion. Jesus left the gift of his
precious blood,” Kempson said.

One of the key themes of the
meeting was
prayer.
BCM/D’s
executive
director,
David Lee,
asked mem-
bers to espe-
cially remem-
ber to pray
for Sept. 11
observances.

“Americans have short memo-
ries,” Lee said. “This is an opportu-
nity for us to once again touch the
heart because people are still trying
to figure out what has happened.”

Lee also asked members to
pray for the spiritual warfare
waged against
pastors bat-
tling health
and stress
issues; the
annual meet-
ing in
November; the
Saudi people
for whom the
convention has
committed to pray for and the
Legacy of Faith Campaign.

Another prayer need was 
concerning
Baltimore becom-
ing a strategic
focus city.
Representatives
from the North
American
Mission Board
(NAMB)  will
be meeting with
Lee and other
leaders about

that possibility. NAMB has been
noticing a “spiritual stirring in
this area,” Lee said, “and they
want to focus on where God is
at work.”

Lee recognized James Dixon,
BCM/D’s president and other

GMB members who
completed their
terms and thanked
them for serving.
Financial Report

John Faris,
BCM/D director
of finance,
reported that
2002 has been a
strong year for

the convention. The last two
months, however, the coopera-
tive program has been “flat,”
showing just a 2% increase
with a slight decrease this
month.

The good news is that we
are 3% ahead of last year and
5% ahead in total income,”
Faris said. The convention is
about $200,000 in the black. 

The Board voted to
approve the 2003 budget,
which had an overall 6%
increase. 

Jack Newton, pastor of
Gunpowder Church, asked Faris
if BCM/D has a contingency
plan in place if there is a major
“meltdown” in the economy. 

Lee responded, explaining that
those possibilities were consid-
ered and that BCM/D would
shift to a provisionary budget,
reduce spending and dissolve
contracts, if necessary.

“… now is the time we need
to step forward.  

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

LAKE ARLINGTON, Tex. ––    
The Baptist Convention of

Maryland/Delaware is getting a
loving, unsolicitated helping hand
from Texas. Through a series of
Godly coincidences, a Lake
Arlington, Texas church, has part-
nered with a Maryland Church,
New Hope in Pasadena in an
effort to plant churches. The beau-
ty of this unique friendship is that
it didn’t come from the
International Mission Board, the
North American Mission Board, or
even the convention. It just grew
from a relationship between peo-
ple, then between churches.

David George, pastor of Lake
Arlington Church, has strong con-
victions about church planting and
a simple straight-to-the-point phi-
losophy about it.  

“Churches start churches, not
individuals, conventions or associ-
ations,” George said.

“Too often new churches are
started out of weakness. Churches
need to begin from strength.
Church plants need more than that
initial financial help. They need
prayer, people and resources.”

The way George envisions
strengthening a church is to part-
ner with it and build up that soon-
to-be mother church. That’s what
Lake Arlington is doing with New
Hope Church in Pasadena, Md.

“Our desire…is to go help New
Hope do what New Hope is
doing. We’re not trying to tell
them how to do church. We are
offering the resources we do
have,” George said.

“They’re regularly running
about 200 a week. In three years,
we want them to be at 400.”

George is a tall, rugged, native
Texan. He leads a church of over
4,200 members.

“It’s a big church that doesn’t
act like one. People aren’t intimi-
dated because of our
friendliness,” George
said.     

George knows how
to build a strong
church. Lake Arlington
grew from a congrega-
tion of 350 to over 4,200
under his 29-year pas-
torate. He’s relaxed yet
in complete control as
he preaches in the huge
octagonal shaped
church with large
stained glass windows
behind him.

The secret to
George’s success? 

“We reach the kids,”
George said simply.
There are four elementary schools,
one middle school and the largest
high school in Texas all close to the
church.  

“We had 1,658 enrolled in
Vacation Bible School this year and
averaged 1,399 in attendance each
day.” 

George said the goal is to reach
the children during VBS and their
families within two years after-
wards. 

Lake Arlington Church enrolls
members in Sunday School
whether they attend or not. That
allows the class to minister to
them. 

George grew up in Fort Worth
and went to the University of
Texas where he earned his bache-
lors degree in History. He went on
to Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary where he
received his Master of Divinity,

then on to Golden GateTheological
Seminary in California for his
Doctorate of Ministry. He currently
serves on the board of trustees of
Golden Gate. 

George grew up in a Christian
home during the revivalism move-
ment of the 50’s and accepted
Christ when he was seven-years-
old. He made an “adult commit-
ment” to Christ when he was a
sophomore in high school. George
met his wife Brenda on a bus to a
youth group sponsored trip to a
football game. They have two
grown children.  

Lake Arlington became
involved with New Hope through
an unusual series of events.
George’s lay college minister,
Kevin Partridge went to college
with BCM/D executive director
David Lee’s son Jeremy. Through
Lee, Partridge learned about
BCM/D’s church planting empha-
sis and particularly about New
Hope Church’s involvement in
planting a church to reach college
students.  Partridge moved to

Maryland and began working
with New Hope. Knowing
George’s interest in expanding
collegiate ministry, Partridge
served as a catalyst to bring the

two churches together.
Both staffs “clicked” and
they began talking about
how they envisioned a
partnership.

George’s idea is to
strengthen New Hope so
it can plant new churches.   

The plan is to eventual-
ly birth a church through
“hiving” 30 or 40 people
who already have the
physical and financial
ability to support a pastor.   

The two churches
sealed the deal – a three-
year unofficial agreement.   

“It doesn’t do any good
with a one shot mission
trip,” George said.     

One new church already start-
ed. Partridge left New Hope last
Spring to begin “The Life Church”
near College Park.      

Lake Arlington has sent three
mission teams to Maryland, two
to New Hope and one to The Life.
New Hope teams have traveled to
Texas and joined Lake Arlington
on mission trips to both China
and Mexico. 

A team of young adults from
Lake Arlington is coming to New
Hope later this month for a har-
vest party outreach. 

George is working to get other
churches in his association
involved in partnering with
BCM/D churches. 

“I have attempted to get sever-
al other churches involved.
Seven to nine Texas churches have
started partnerships in
Maryland,” George said.
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GMB meeting calls BCM/D to prayer
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David George, pastor of Lake Arlington Church in

Lake Arlington, Texas

Exercise you right and

responsiblity to vote

on November 5th!

•  Pray for our leaders

•  Be informed on   

issues

•  Vote your conscience

It is important that we:

•  Not just enjoy the 

benefits of  America,

but exercise our civic 

responsibilities!

•  Not just preach, but 

practice our liberties!
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When I
was in
Atlanta

last June for my
granddaughter’s
high school grad-
uation, I met a
young man with

an intriguing theory. His name is
Bryan Coley, and he’s the artistic
director of a theater company
called Art Within. Coley’s theory is
that the next Billy Graham will be
a playwright—and he could be
right because the arts and media
have tremendous influence in our
culture today, helping shape the
values of millions. 

Imagine, Coley says, what
could happen if the Church could
launch hundreds, if not thousands,
of Christians into careers in which
they could shape the ideas that
pour into our culture. 

That’s the goal of the Art
Within ministry. All too often,
Coley says, Christians have just
one response to the garbage we see

in the arts and media: We criticize,
ban and boycott. By contrast, Art
Within goes beyond criticism by
creating plays that present a
Christian worldview. They take as
their motto a line by
Michaelangelo: "Criticize by
Creating."

Take the issues of cloning and
embryonic stem cell research.
Those who hope to profit from this
research minimize the humanity of
the embryo; they hope to convince
the public that the potential bene-
fits far outweigh any human rights
concerns. 

To address this debate, Art
Within offered a new theatrical
adaptation of the H. G. Wells clas-
sic, “The Island of Dr. Moreau.” If
you missed this novel in high
school, it’s the story of an arrogant
scientist whose goal is to create
human-like creatures out of ani-
mals. This leads to a race of
deformed beast-people, and the
play is a powerful warning against
pushing science beyond moral lim-

its—of breaking through biological
barricades simply because we can. 

If Bryan Coley is right—that the
next Billy Graham may be a play-
wright—it’s because moral propo-
sitions are absorbed much more
easily through images and the
medium of storytelling than
through dry, theological treatises.
Stories shape our thoughts, move
our emotions and enlarge our
imaginations. The images we plant
in our minds have an enormous
influence over the kind of people
we become. They both express and
shape our beliefs and values. 

Think of the effective use Jesus
made of images and stories. He
could have simply said, "Take care
of people who are hurt and victim-
ized." Instead, He spun the tale of
the Good Samaritan. He could
have just said, "God forgives your
sins, so forgive others." Instead, He
told the parable of the unmerciful
servant. Why? Because a story gets
at aspects of truth that are beyond
the power of didactic teaching. 

For the Christian, the arts are
an important way to understand
God and His creation. In a post-
Christian culture, those who
blend artistic gifts with Christian
faith can help lead us back to a
biblical worldview. That is why
the Church should encourage
them.

As Coley puts it, "If I do not
use my talents to criticize by cre-
ating, then my son, now two
years old, will live in a society
where Christian ideas are a for-
eign language." He is right.

Visit the BreakPoint website to
learn more about Art Within. Find
out how you can play a part in
redeeming the culture through the
arts—arts that point to the great-
est Artist of all: the God Who cre-
ated the heavens and the earth. 

Copyright (c) 2000 Prison Fellowship
Ministeries. Reprinted with permis-
sion. “BreakPoint with Chuck
Colson” is a radio ministry  of Prison
Fellowship Ministries.

People are still talking about
last year’s annual meeting in
Hagerstown. I have been

attending BCM/D annual meet-
ings for fourteen years. Yet, I
never experienced anything like
the 2001 Annual Meeting. Several
have asked me why it was so dif-
ferent. Here’s my best shot at an
explanation! 9.11.01 definitely had
something to do with it. When
something like that happens, it
makes us put things into perspec-
tive. Issues that seemed so impor-
tant on September 10 quickly lost
their significance in light of the
tragedy at Ground Zero and the
Pentagon. 

I believe prayer had much to
do with it. We had prepared for
debate, discussion and even some

controversy. Baptists have grown
to expect such when they come to
an annual meeting. We allotted the
time, but found ourselves without
debate, discussion and controver-
sy and with plenty of time. So we
decided to pray. That is a novel
concept — spending nearly an
hour at a Baptist business meeting
praying for God to move. It was
one of the most powerful images I
have seen as a Baptist.

Throughout that large conven-
tion hall people were huddled in
small groups praying for God to
move in Maryland/Delaware.
WOW! God honored those
prayers. Some have mistakenly
said we had no business. Oh, we
conducted important business. We
just did it in a different way. 

The other factor that con-
tributed was the focus of the mes-
sengers. We went away disagree-
ing about some Baptist matters.
Yet, we put those in our “things to
work on” column, and left with
one central focus. We have been
called to point Maryland/
Delaware and the world to Jesus
Christ. 

What about this year in
Solomon’s Island? We have impor-
tant business—a budget plan to
underwrite a bold strategy for
planting churches, developing con-
gregations, developing and sup-
porting our leaders, involving
MD/DE Baptists in a worldwide
missions enterprise and mobilizing
resources to accomplish the Great
Commission. We will elect a new

president. We will hear a world
missions challenge from Jerry
Rankin, president of the
International Mission Board, SBC.
There will be stirring preaching and
reports. I believe you will be excited
about what God is doing in this
multi-state area. We have enjoyed a
tremendous year of kingdom
advance. 

Pray for our annual meeting.
Make plans to represent your
church as a messenger. Come with a
heart yearning to honor Christ and
reach people. I pray that you leave
Solomon’s with the claim that this
year’s convention was even better
than last year! I pray it will also be a
launching pad for another twelve
years focused on making disciples. I
will see you in Solomons.

Iwould like to take this
opportunity to thank each of
you who will partner with us

in prayer. I believe the Lord is
going to move in a mighty way
on our behalf. I really believe
the word of the Lord when He
says that the prayers of the
righteous availeth much. God
knows that we are preparing
ourselves for a great movement
of His magnificent power, and I
am expecting Him to do only
what He can do!

It is so exciting just to think
about the number of churches
that makes up the Baptist
Convention of Maryland/Delaware.
Think of the difference these
souls will make simply by cry-
ing out to our heavenly Father
on behalf of this body. We

should be a body of people with
great faith, great power and
great prayer. We can become
mighty prayer warriors of the
kingdom who uses the ministry
of prayer to its fullest capacity.

When God said that we are to
always pray, he really meant it.
As I was reading the other day, I
read that God commanded us to
pray more times than he men-
tioned anything else. Oh what
an awesome privilege it is to go
before the throne of grace when-
ever and wherever we desire.

Let me encourage you to
make a decision to join us on
this occasion to not only pray,
but to believe and expect an

answer. We must trust him to
hold up to His reputation. He
has the power to do so and He is
not short of His promises.

I believe God wants to avail
some great possibilities for the
BCM/D family. All we need to
do is to get out of the way, and
get in God’s way by uniting in
corporate fellowship of prayer.
This will enable us to carry out
the highest calling of our
Christian ministry which is to
pray. 

I want to remind you once
again my friends that it is not
about us, but it is all about
God. Will you embrace this
wonderful moment? 
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Dr. David Lee
BCM/D Executive Director

Looking forward to seeing you in Solomons

James Dixon
BCM/D President

Sticking to the path of power (prayer)

Bob Simpson

Editor and

BCM/D Director of

Communications

So far the year 2002 has etched
one disturbing memory into
my mind. It has been the year

of the traumatized child. Names
like Elizabeth Smart (Salt Lake City,
Utah), Jennifer Short (Bassett,
Virginia), and Samantha Runnion
(Stanton, California), and so many,
many others have burst onto our
collective screens. We have been
bombarded with scores of news sto-
ries about children kidnapped,
abused, tortured and even mur-
dered. Just this morning there was
another one in the news. This time
it was a teenager girl in Ohio. Will it
never end?

The statistics are staggering.
Somewhere in this country, a preda-
tor attempts to abduct a child every
4.5 minutes. According to the most
recent national figures, approxi-

mately 879,000 children were found
to be victims of child maltreatment
or at the risk of maltreatment. This
maltreatment is defined as neglect,
medical neglect, physical abuse,
sexual abuse and psychological
maltreatment. Child fatalities are
the most tragic consequence of mal-
treatment. Approximately 1,200
children died of abuse or neglect. 

I don’t know if there is a dramat-
ic increase in these kinds of cases or
if there has always been this level of
brutality that simply failed to be
widely reported. Either way some-
thing is terribly wrong when kids
are not even safe sleeping in their
own beds.

I can’t imagine what is must
feel like to have your child kid-
napped by a human predator right
out of their bed in your home in the

middle of the night. It concerns
me greatly how children must be
feeling as they read and hear
about all that is going on. Their
innocence is being shattered and
fear must overwhelm them.

Some ancient philosopher said
you can tell a great deal about a
society by how it treats its chil-
dren. Former Surgeon General, C.
Everett Coop, has said, “Life
affords no greater responsibility,
no greater privilege, than the rais-
ing of the next generation.” Part
of that mandate is to provide a
safe and nourishing environment
for all our children. Children
depend upon adults for safety
and security in a world that does
not always value children.

Kingdom values are diametri-
cally opposed to the world’s val-

ues. Kingdom values embrace
children and protect them from
all that is evil. Children are a gift
from God and a gift to the whole
of the human community. Jesus
welcomed children and encour-
aged us to welcome them as
well.

Jesus said, “Let the children
come to me. Don’t stop them! For
the Kingdom of God belongs to such
as these. Then He took them into
His arms and placed His hands on
their heads and blessed them”
(Mark 10:14b;16 NLT).

Jesus being our role model,
let’s hug our kids and grandkids
and tell them that it’s going to be
all right. In Kingdom terms it
most definitely will be! I intend
to hug my own grandkids espe-
cially tight when next I see them!

What’s up with our kids?
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Arundel Association

John Mitchell, pastor of Berea
Church, Glen Burnie, died on
Sept. 12 of a massive heart attack.

Faith Church, Glen Burnie,
celebrated its 40th anniversary last
month with a celebration worship
service and luncheon. The church
has a moms’ group that meets on
Thursdays.

First Church, Brooklyn, will
have an evening of worship and
praise featuring the soprano voice
of Hannah Jacobs at 6 p.m. on Oct.
20. Childcare is available for chil-
dren four and under. A reception
will be held following the service
in the church’s fellowship hall.

First Church, Kent Island, had
its 32nd anniversary homecoming
program and dinner last month.  

First Church, Shady Side, ded-
icated its new building on Sunday,
Sept. 22. The addition will be used
for Sunday school classes, as well
as community meetings, church
picnics and dinners, concerts, exer-
cise sessions and senior classes.

New Hope Church, Pasadena,
is having a huge Fall Festival for
children in its community on Oct.
31. Members are planning lots of
games and activities. A mission
team of young adults from Lake
Arlington Church in Texas is com-
ing to help with the festival.

North Arundel Church, Glen
Burnie, is praying to get into their
new facility before the first freeze,
especially since members are now
meeting outside in a tent adjacent
to the building. 

Associate pastor John
Cokendolpher said the church is
in the finish out stages but much
work remains in the 14,300 square
foot facility. Cokendolpher said
the church is paying as it goes and
using as many volunteers as pos-
sible. They still need help with
carpentry, setting doors, floor lev-
eling and carpeting. Volunteers
are also sought for the installation
of hardware, ceiling grid, fire
sprinklers, electrical wiring and
carpeting, as well as help
installing a concrete handicap
ramp and setting plumbing fix-
tures.  

Churches that can help with
any volunteer work or other
resources should call
Cokendolpher, (443) 690-3591.

South Shore Church,
Crownsville, celebrated a home-
coming celebration on Sept. 8.
Pastor emeritus Jim Mitchell
brought the message. Afterwards
everyone enjoyed a picnic lunch.
The church also had the opportu-
nity to have an old-fashioned
mortgage burning.

Severn Church has an account-
ability group for men. In keeping
with Promise Keepers commit-
ments, the group gives men an
opportunity to fellowship with
other men and help each other be
accountable.

The church started a new TOTS
(time out to share) program. It’s
for mothers with newborn to
school aged children. While the
mom’s fellowship, work on crafts
and learn about childcare issues,
the children enjoy playtime with
snacks and crafts. 

Youth from Severna Park
Church prepared and served
meals to families at the Baltimore
Ronald McDonald House on Oct.
17. Earlier this month the teens
enjoyed a hayride followed by
snacks of s’mores and hotdogs
around a campfire.

Baltimore Association

The Baltimore Port Ministry is
seeking used magazines. They

want old and new National
Geographic, Smithsonian and
Reader’s Digest magazines. They
also want recent consumer maga-
zines such as Home Life, Family
Circle, Modern Maturity and
other such items.  

John Burghouser from Stauros
Ministry spoke at North Point
Church, Baltimore, on Sept. 29.
The gospel group, Sweet
Surrender, presented a concert on
Oct. 6th.

Tabernacle Church, Baltimore,
has called Tinney V. Parrish as
their new pastor. He and his wife,
Michelle and their two children,
Amy and Andrew, began Oct. 7.

Blue Ridge 

The Women on Mission from
Paramount Church, Hagerstown,
have started a new outreach proj-
ect to help Holly House, a home
for senior citizens with limited
income. Women are gathering per-
sonal care items, first aid and
cleaning supplies and small appli-
ances to help the residents of the
facility.

Delaware Association

Greensboro Church is plan-
ning for a weekend revival on
Oct. 25, 26 and 27. Tom Schuj will
be the guest speaker. Schuj is a
nationally known speaker who
gives his testimony about his life
as a runaway teenager struggling
with drugs until he came to know
Jesus. 

In addition to the evening
revival services, the weekend
events include a teen rally and
pizza party before services on
Friday, a soul-winning class on
Saturday morning and a com-
bined Sunday school assembly on
Sunday morning. 

First Church, Chestertown,
hosts monthly Christian coffee-
houses, sponsored by an inde-
pendent ministry team. Each
event includes music by Christian
bands playing on a newly built
raised stage with professional
sound and lighting. While enjoy-
ing the music, visitors enjoy coffee
and desserts. Free Bibles and
tracts are available. The coffee-
house will operate on Oct. 25 and
26 and on Dec. 6 and 7. 

In Sept., church members filled
210 shoeboxes for the Samaritan
Purse Ministry, Operation
Christmas Child. 

Mal Utleye, pastor of
Hockessin Church, Delaware,
will lead a medical team to
Moldova this month, Oct. 20 to 31.
Delaware has partnered with
Moldova and is following up on
many of the projects started dur-
ing the BCM/D partnership with
the country, which ended last
year. The team will distribute med-
icine and medical care in clinics, as
well as buy shoes and food for the
street children. Utley will work
with Northern Moldovans. Bob
and Val Ham, Lexington Park
Church, Potomac Association, will
work with the poorer southern
Moldovans.

Eastern Association

Members of the missions com-
mittee of First Church, Easton,
deliver “friendship” lunches includ-
ing cookies to elderly members.

Delmarva Baptists put Jesus’
words to “…feed the hungry…”
(Matt. 23:35) into action on
Sunday, Sept. 22, by participating
in the Mass Casualty Drill in
Wicomico County. This drill
involved training to respond to
two simultaneous mass casualty

events by fire service, police, air-
port services, EMS and Peninsula
Regional Hospital Center. The
simulations were of a plane crash
at the Salisbury Regional Airport
and a railroad derailment in
Delmar involving hazardous
material. In the post 9/11 era, this
drill took on much greater signifi-
cance.

Under the leadership of Walter
“Dow” Wood, Eastern Association
disaster relief director, nine peo-
ple from the churches of Eastern
Association operated the disaster
relief feeding unit that the associa-
tion has built. Working in cooper-
ation with the Lower Shore Red
Cross, the unit fed the approxi-
mately 200 participants in the
drill. For more information about
this ministry, contact Dr. Revel at
(410) 749-1820 or easternbaptist
@cs.com.

Mid-Maryland Association

First Church, Savage, will host
the “Burke Family Singers” in
concert at 6:30 p.m. on Nov. 9. The
church has developed an interest-
ing relationship with this family.
The father, Sterland Burke, is prin-
cipal of Patuxent Valley Junior
High School in Jessup. Each year
Burke has the school begin a food
drive in Oct. to replenish the First
Church’s pantry “Bread of Life.”
Then for a grand finale about 20
members of Burke’s family –
including cousins, aunts and
uncles give an accappella concert.
The admission price is a non-per-
ishable food item. Altogether, the
church usually receives about
10,000 non-perishables.

Pastor Viswassam said the
church’s pantry feeds about 15
different families each week and
that amount doubles at
Thanksgiving time.

Mason Dixon Church, New
Freedom, Penn., had a “Round-
Up Sunday” to gather everyone
together for the new Sunday
school year. Everyone was invited
to wear western apparel and bring
a friend for the big day.

The church’s Mom’s Morning
Out group went to the Harrisburg’s
IMAX theater last month and
enjoyed a morning of fun followed
by a fellowship lunch.

Members of Westminster
Church hosted a booth at
Westminster’s annual fall festival.
Church members offered cool
water, tracts and information
about the church. They also had
hourly drawings for free hand-
crafted goods. 

Church members also minister
at the Rescue Mission on
Lucabaugh Mill Road once a
month. The group leads worship
and brings refreshments for fel-
lowship time afterwards.

Northwest Church,
Reisterstown, has a car care min-
istry. About every three months,
church members offer free basic
automobile services, such as oil
and filter changes to single par-
ents, the elderly, college students
and the unemployed.

Montgomery Association

Colesville Church had a golf
outing earlier this month. The
women of the church are making
yarn doll Christmas ornaments for
shut-ins and nursing home resi-
dents.

Potomac Association

Emmanuel Church,
Huntington, is in the midst of a
“40 days of purpose” program. As
individuals and as a church, they

are spending 40 days exclusively
focusing on discovering and
implementing God’s purposes as
taught in the Bible.

To kick off the program church
members joined with over 2,000
other churches, via satellite, to
hear Rick Warren, author of “The
Purpose Driven Life” kick off the
campaign. They’re participating in
“The Connection,” a program to
connect everyone through Sunday
school or short-term small group
ministries. A Lay Ministry Fair
will showcase the church’s current
ministries, as well as those that
are being dreamed of. The
Celebration Sunday at the end of
the 40 days will be a big party to
celebrate God and everything He
did during the campaign.

The church started a new chil-
dren’s ministry called “All Stars”.
It includes a JAM time (Jesus All
Morning), fellowship, worship
and kids time.  On Sunday nights,
the programs move from knowl-
edge to hands on ministry in the
Breakout program. The church
also has AWANA programs.
Wednesday evenings there is chil-
dren’s choir, puppets and drama.

Members of Grace Church,
Bryans Road, celebrated their 44th
anniversary on Sept. 15. Several
former members joined in the cel-
ebration, including Henry and
Helen Laube and Jim and Allison
Wible. Former member and guest
speaker, Denny Sorah with his
wife, Pat, gave the morning mes-
sage.

Hughesville Church had a
blood drive recently. Those who
couldn’t give blood came to help
with administrative tasks or made
and served cookies.

Potomac Heights Church,
Indian Head, had a training ses-
sion to help members to counsel
and provide help to women in cri-
sis pregnancy situations.  

Trinity Church, Waldorf,
members are making lap quilts for
a local veterans organization.

Prince George’s Association

Faith Church, Laurel, had a
month of “Spectacular Sunday
Night” programs in Sept.

Washington Bible College’s
choral ensemble “One Voice” will
present a concert at Landover
Hills Church on Nov. 10.

Whitehall Church, Accokeek,
is having a grief recovery seminar
this month. The six-session course
is designed to help individuals
discover the stages of grief.

Susquehanna Association

John McDonald, a member of
North Harford Church,
Jarrettsville, is BCM/D’s coordi-
nator of the new Saudi People
partnership. McDonald was very
involved in the Canadian partner-
ship and served on the state
exploratory teams to the Middle
East and Scotland. For more infor-
mation about how your church
can become involved in this part-
nership, call (410) 939-5525.

Members of Calvary Church,
Bel Air, had a senior adult day on
Sept. 29. The music group “Joy
Singers” provided special music
along with specials by seniors.
Afterwards, everyone enjoyed fel-
lowship and lunch. In the evening
service the Joy singers returned to
present a senior adult musical,
“You Are Special.”

The church choir had a retreat
at Camp Wo-Me-To, to begin prac-
ticing their Christmas music and
enjoy some fellowship time.Baltimore

Arundel

Blue Ridge

Eastern

Delaware

Mid-Maryland

Montgomery

ChurchLIFE comes 

primarily from church and

association newsletters, 

bulletins, and written

reports on events that are

sent to Baptist LIFE.

You may feel free to

fax it to us at 

(410) 290-6627 or 

e-mail to Sharon Mager

at srmwriter@aol.com. 

continued on page four

Prince George’s

Susquehanna

Potomac



Nehemiah’s Watchmen, a
Community Emergency Response
Team (CERT) formed at Pleasant
View Church, Port Deposit, is
now part of Susquehanna
Association’s disaster relief pro-
gram. 

Oak Grove Church, Bel Air,
has a new 4F, which stands for
fourth Friday, program.  Every
fourth Friday, the church will offer
an evening of music and games
for teens. 

Members of Towne Church,
Joppa, will celebrate their 39th
anniversary on October 26 with a
covered dish dinner.

Western Association

Members of Second Church,

Cumberland, held their annual
church picnic on Sept. 22 at Davis
Memorial Picnic Grounds.

Welsh Memorial Church,
Frostburg, held revival services
Sept. 29-Oct. 2 with David Lee,
BCM/D executive director. A
Children’s Harvest Party is sched-
uled for Saturday, Oct. 26.

Collection of food items will
begin on Oct. 27 for Thanksgiving
food baskets that will be distrib-
uted on Nov. 24.

Miscellaneous

First Church, Savage, 
celebrates 85th anniversary

During the month of
September, First Church, Savage,
celebrated its 85th anniversary

with a focus on different ministries
each week. 

In 1916, Woodrow Wilson was
president when a handful of peo-
ple met in a Billiard Hall to begin a
Baptist work. They asked Charles
Parker from First Church, Laurel,
to travel by horseback every other
week to preach in the town hall.
Soon the church organized with 50
charter members on Sept. 16, 1917.
Charles J. Sheets became the first
pastor.

The church took the whole
month of September to celebrate
God’s faithfulness through the
years by highlighting some of its
ministries. Former members
returned to reminisce, show appre-
ciation and share memories of
good times and growth while at

Savage. Eleanor Witcher, who now
works with the International
Mission Board, sang and told of
her experiences. 

As a focus on outreach, mem-
bers from the four churches
Savage sponsored spoke on what
Savage had accomplished through
them. The four missions of Savage
are: Maryland City, South
Columbia, Hope and Cornerstone.

Local evangelism was the
emphasis on the last Sunday.
Recently, the movie, “The
Climb,” was presented to the
community along with free hot
dogs, drinks and popcorn. As a
love gift to the church, the Ganoe
Family and helpers presented a
new brick, lighted sign for the
front of the church. 

By Pawnee Camp
Contributing Columnist

With this open-
ing article for
a new creative

column, I’ve been
asked to introduce
myself to you, my
readers. Most proba-
bly, this will be the
hardest article I will
ever write. I love
words and putting
them together; but
when it comes to let-
ting someone know
who I am with them,
now that seems an
insurmountable
task. But here
goes…

My name is
Pawnee. I am the same things
many of you are: a woman, a
wife, a daughter, a sister, an aunt,
a granddaughter, an in-law – sim-
ple titles that describe the born
and basic relationships we have
with others. But I am also, and
perhaps more so, a Christian, a
soul mate to my husband, a com-
panion, a teacher of young minds,
a respecter of old,  a servant, a
master, a minister, a person in
need, a leader, a follower, a vocal-
ist, a soul-singer, an actress, an
honest portrayer, a writer, a per-

son struggling to make words say
what I feel, a poet, a parched
voice, a lover of companionships,
a loner, a walk the beach at sunset
seashell collector, a forest wander-
er, a mountain gazer, a momen-

tary hiker, a history
buff, a future times
enthusiast, a lover
of mankind, a hater
of mankind’s stu-
pidity, a dog lover,
a cat lover, a “we
need to embrace
change as a good
and necessary
thing” person, a
“Why can’t these
certain things stay
the same forever”
person. 

I like quiet
peaceful surround-

ings, but I also like loud, raucous
rock music blaring in surround
sound. I am a nature lover who
mourns the loss of open fields and
farms, but please put my favorite
restaurant up in the town nearest
me. I love bright bold colors –
especially purple, but I also like
the soft earth tones and subtle
shadings. 

I was born to play dress up
and wish I could have lived when
they wore hoop skirts, but I also
revel in a nice comfy pair of
shorts and a tank top. I have

many observations. I have nothing
to say. I love to collect writing
paper and note cards, but I rarely
send a letter. 

I like to see the wildflowers in
the field all “a scatter” that
change from season to season, but
I also like to see a freshly mown
meadow all in neat, even rows.

I’m a pack rat extraordinaire
but I think it feels good to throw
things out and get the place look-
ing less cluttered. I love old, old
things because they each have a
story, but I also like brand new
things. I like the gentle crack of a
new book, but I like to hold a
very old book in my hands and
experience the smell of its old
paper and read the lilt of the old
way of writing. I laugh as a way
of life. I worry way too much. I’m
observant. I miss a lot. I truly
adore trees and cry over the loss
of even one, but I admire the
beauty of the handcrafted wood-
en furniture my husband builds. 

I am happiest when every-
thing is orderly, neat, and in its
proper place, and yet my house is
most always in a state of disarray.
I love to shop at Goodwill, but I
revel in the wearing of an expen-
sive new gown from a classy bou-
tique. You will hear me say “what
a fantastic day!” when it’s wet
and stormy, “wild windy,” as well
as a bright and sunny day. I have

never gotten tired of giggling, but
I am at the same time in the back
of my mind extremely sad and
overburdened with many things.
Perhaps you know me a little bet-
ter now. Perhaps not. Perhaps we
are kindred spirits in many ways.
Perhaps you’d just as soon slap
me for my seeming lack of deci-
siveness. I know I am a study in
contradiction and variety.  

Whatever your sense of me, I
am content in this one thought: I
am a beloved creation of Jehovah
God. Therein, I am unique in a
way the Almighty Creator intend-
ed, even designed, me to be. Oh
the joy! I bask in His smile at my
quirks and idiosyncrasies. I cud-
dle in the arms of His fatherly,
encouraging, spiritual hugs.
When in His presence, I some-
times spin with childish anticipa-
tion and an exquisite sense of His
love within me, arms outstretched
to touch the farthest circumfer-
ence of His pervasive spirit, gig-
gling with the glee of being filled
with His spiritual laughter and
unending gifts. God made me
who I am. God is magnificent.

Pawnee Camp is the BCM/D drama
ministry specialist and a field service
representative for the SBC. She works
as a freelance drama consultant and
writer. Contact her at (410) 795-9481,
dramacamp@hotmail.com
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continued from page three

October is “Pastor Appreciation
Month.” In celebration of pastors
and the many ways they minister
to their congregations, the staff of
Baptist LIFE requested letters
from you with the topic “I love
my pastor because…”  

The winning letter was selected
on the writer’s heartfelt articula-
tion of why his or her pastor
should be honored. The winning
letter (left) was written by Middle
Schoolers on Mission from
Immanuel Church in Salisbury
and described why they love their
pastor, Woodrow Krouse.

The following were also 
honored by church members 

expressing their appreciation:
• Ken Cademartori
• Byron Day
• Sherrill Dillon
• James Dixon, Sr.
• William Gaither
• Stephen Hokuf
• Mark Houvenagle
• Ed Jordan
• Alan Ray
• Ed Reese
• Drew Shofner
• Shane Stauffer
• Earl Taylor

Visit www.bcmd.org to read all
of the “I love my pastor because...”
letters!

“I love my pastor

because...” winning letter

Dear Baptist LIFE,

We love our pastor because he is a heart-warming
man of God. Mr. Woody has an “I want to be around
him” personality because he makes us feel good. He’s
there when you have a question, when you’re feeling
down he lifts you up and he’s always willing to help. He’s
our best friend because he is someone we can rely on.
Whenever he sees us, he gives us a smile, a high five and
a hug. He will even clown around with us. He has a great
sense of humor and always takes the time to listen to us.
Mr. Woody loves Jesus and has committed his life to serv-
ing Him. He shows it by praying for others and sharing
Jesus with others. He has even baptized us. Mr. Woody is
special because he always welcomes us with a smile,
encourages us and supports our mission. When you are
sick, he will pray for you or call you to see how you are
doing. He always has a kind word to say when you par-
ticipate in worship. Our pastor is the most appreciated
person we know and deserves to be applauded. We love
him very much.

Middle Schoolers on Mission
(Taylor, Brooke, Staci, Sarah, Danielle, Elizabeth, Pamela)

Immanuel Baptist Church
Salisbury, MD

New 

Feature

Column!

Walking In the Wind: A unique point of view

Just a reminder:

October is Pastor 

Appreciation month.
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Pastors celebrate 20 years and embrace the future 
By Joyce Jackson

BaptistLIFE correspondent

When churches and pastors
invest their lives and ministry
together, the results are often sig-
nificant. While congregations and
facilities may grow, perhaps the
greatest benefit to them all is a love
that is simple, yet profound. Two
pastors in the Baptist Convention
of Maryland/Delaware have lived
out this reality in their own lives.
Clyde Phillips and Wayne
Kempson recently celebrated 20
years of ministry at Leonardtown
Church and First Church, Waldorf,
respectively.  

Interestingly, these ministers
attended Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary together.
Later in 1982, God called them
both to churches in the Potomac
Association. On their 20th anniver-
sary, the churches celebrated the
relationship they have with their
pastor, each taking this opportuni-
ty to say thank you to him, his
family and to God in a special
way. 

Leonardtown Church pulled
out all the stops to celebrate with
their pastor, Clyde Phillips and his
wife, Cindy. The nearby firehouse
hall was packed with feast, friends
and family from miles around. The
Phillips’ daughter, Rachel, and her
husband, Butch Herlth, attended
along with other relatives. Lew
Dodson of Virginia Beach re-read
the original report from the pastor
selection committee rejoicing in the
unanimous call. James Powell
shared words of affirmation and
personal thanks came from several
people, along with special music
including Beulah Land, the pastor’s
favorite.  

As the church family reflected
on the years with the Phillips, one
member shared that Cindy is a
true “Proverbs 31 woman.” Arthur
Shepherd tells of his pastor, “His
leadership means so much to me.
He builds us up and encourages
us to love one another. His consis-
tent teaching in the Word of God
and guidance during my service as
a deacon has helped me to call him
a true friend.” Phillips shares this
for his church: “This is my hope
and my prayer for our church fam-
ily, for now and for the future, that
we love one another. Nothing that

we have done, nothing that we
might accomplish, can substitute
for this.”

Forty miles away, First Church,
Waldorf smiled a collective grin as
they presented Wayne Kempson

and his wife, Debbie, with a mem-
ory book of cards and letters cele-
brating the years. There were testi-
monies and special music includ-
ing a personalized version of
Thank You by the men’s quartet
that had everyone in stitches.

As Kempson pondered these
years, his thoughts fell towards
the people who have touched his
life. “When Debbie and I came,
David was just five and Jonathan
had not yet been born. Our boys
have grown up here. I am so
thankful that I could go to my
sons, point out men in my church
and say, ‘Be like that man over
there. He is a real man of God!’
We also have profoundly spiritual
women who are great examples.
During the early years, I served
my church, then later I came to
realize that I serve my friends.
Now after 20 years, they are my
family.”

For these pastors, the keys to
success are revealed in their char-
acter and in their defining charac-
teristics. While both celebrate the
past, each is focused on the future.
First Church, Waldorf and
Leonardtown Church are launch-
ing building programs. This is the
fruition of years of planning and
prayer, bringing greater opportu-
nities for tomorrow. Still, the one
characteristic that is impossible to
overlook is love. Each pastor loves
his church and each church loves
its pastor. This kind of love is so
simply stated, yet it is profound
enough to carry them through the
last 20 years and into the future. 

BCM/D pastors serving 20 or more years

Arundel Association
Lawrence Baylot Severna Park Church 23 years
Dallas Bumgarner Elvaton Church 22 years
Gioele Settembrini First Church, Shady Side 27 years

Baltimore Association
John Cummins, Jr. Joppa Road Church 34 years
David Schell Parkville Church 20 years
Daniel Taylor Shelbourne Church 20 years
Fred Weimert Calvary Church 25 years
Earl Woodard, Sr. New David Church of Christ 26 years

Blue Ridge Association
Wendell McClellan Pleasant Valley Church 28 years

Delaware Association
Dallas Glass, Jr. London Village Chapel 22 years

Eastern Association
Woodrow Crouse Immanuel Church 23 years
Terry Davis Ocean City Church 23 years

Mid-Maryland Association
Gary Glanville Northwest Church 22 years
Steve Neel South Columbia Church 21 years

Montgomery Association
Dick Chavez Burtonsville Church 20 years
Gayle Clifton Olney Church 23 years

Potomac Association
Wayne Kempson First Church, Waldorf 20 years
Clyde Phillips Leonardtown Church 20 years

Prince George’s Association
Charles Cato Mount Calvary Church 20 years
George Davis Abyssinia Church 25 years
Henry Hutchins Mount Sinai Church 20 years
Norris W. Sydnor, Jr. Riverside Church 22 years
Milton Wilcher, Jr. Atlantic Street Church 26 years

Susquehanna Association
Mack Arnold, Sr. Porters Grove Church 28 years
Stephen Hokuf First Church, North East 22 years
Jerry Thompson First Church, Kingsville 20 years

Western Association
William G. Boyer, Jr. Welsh Memorial Church 21 years
Gary Morris Stoney Run Church 21 years
Donald Wilson Deep Creek Church 20 years

Wayne and Debbie Kempson of

First Church, Waldorf

SPIRITUAL WARFARE
OR

CLINICAL DEPRESSION?
That’s a good question. Elijah, Jeremiah, Saul, Jonah, and

Paul were down at times and even suicidal. Most religious
figures report difficult moments on their spiritual journey.
They often describe them as “spiritual warfare,” “dark nights
of the soul,” “wilderness experiences,” or “desert times.”
Normally, these periods are necessary for spiritual
growth.

But if over a two week period someone is down nearly
every day, for most of the day, or has lost interest in most
activities, or has a loss of energy, or feels worthless or guilty,
or has a significant increase or decrease in appetite or sleep
patterns, it may be a biological issue and not just a
spiritual one. Pastoral counselors are uniquely trained to
know the difference and are able to discern the particular 
interaction of body, mind, and soul within the whole person.

Call us today. Yes, our multi-cultural and multi-
disciplined staff will probably be counseling others when
you call. But go ahead and leave your name, number, and
where you are located. We will discreetly return your
call that day. Your insurance may pay for your time with
us. If not, we offer a subsidized fee-scale to make your
counseling with us affordable. We can help you 
figure this thing out. Call us today!

800.491.5369 or 410.882.1988
www.centrepointecounseling.org

The Clarion Hotel 
Ocean City, Maryland

November 1-3

ACT NOW & SAVE $30 
PER COUPLE REGISTERING!

A special discounted registration fee of $99 is 
being offered to registrants through October 28, 2002. 

This discount is only good until November 1-3. 

Due to space limitations at the Princess Royale, 
the second Ocean City event, November 8-10, is already

almost full and is not available at this special rate.



Monday Afternoon
Walking Together as Associations for the Sake of the Gospel

Music and Worship Leader- Shauvan Dixon • Instrumentalists

1:30 Call to Order James Dixon, Jr.
Congregational Singing
Introduction of Speaker Allen Carter
Special Music
Theme Interpretation Jerry Rankin
Prayer James Dixon, Jr.
Congregational Singing

2:20 Enrollment of Messengers 
Order of Business Committee Robert Wilson
Introduction of Appointed Committees James Dixon, Jr.
Introduction of Resolutions Marvin A. Hunter, Jr.
Introduction of Business 

2:45 Congregational Singing
God is At Work in our Associations

Arundel Association, John Brittain
Potomac Association, Richard Logsdon

Prince George’s Association, Reynold Carr

3:45 Worship
Congregational Singing
Introduction of Speaker Marvin A. Hunter, Sr.
Special Music El Bethel Baptist Church Choir
President’s Address  James Dixon, Jr.

4:30 Closing Prayer Dennis Kim

Monday Evening
Walking Together as a Multi–State Convention for the Sake of the Gospel

Music and Worship Leader- Bob Simpson • Instrumentalist- Max Lyall

5:55 In Concert Baptist Singing Women of Maryland/Delaware 
Janice Norris, Director

6:15 Congregational Singing
Special Music Baptist Singing Men of Maryland/Delaware 

Glenn Roscoe, Director
Theme Interpretation Jerry Rankin
Prayer James Dixon, Jr.
Congregational Singing

7:00 First Election of Officers

7:20 Partnership Reports Rick Hancock
Mission Offering
Offertory Baptist Singing Men of Maryland/Delaware 

Glenn Roscoe, Director
Congregational Singing

7:45 BCM/D Staff Presentation

8:30 Special Music BCM/D Chorale
Bob Simpson, Executive Producer

Message David Lee 
For the Sake of the Gospel . . . We Can’t Quit

Closing Prayer Gary Buchman

*all information is based upon details available at press time

Tuesday Morning
Walking Together as a Multi–State Conv

Music and Worship Leader- James O’Dell • Ro

8:45 Congregational Singing
Special Music
Theme Interpretation 
Prayer
Congregational Singing

9:25 Second Election of Officers
Report of the Committee on Committee
Report of the Nominating Committee
Report of  the General Mission Board
Miscellaneous Business

10:10 Congregational Singing
Report of Christian Life and Public Affa
Report of Baptist Foundation of Maryla
Report of Baptist Family/Children’s Se
Report from Woman’s Missionary Unio

10:35 Report of Resolutions Committee
Miscellaneous Business

11:15 Special Music
Recognition of Visitors and Former Pre
Recognition of New Ministers, Congreg

11:30 Report of the Order of Business Comm
Miscellaneous Business

12:00 Closing Prayer

Tuesday Afternoon
Walking Together as Southern Baptists f

Music and Worship Leader- Debbie Kempson 

2:00 Congregational Singing
Special Music
Theme Interpretation
Prayer
Congregational Singing

2:40 International Mission Board
The North American Mission Board
The Annuity Board of the SBC
The Executive Committee
LifeWay Christian Resources
Report from Seminaries
Ethics and Religious Liberty Commissi

3:40 Congregational Singing

3:45 Miscellaneous Business
Final Election of Officers

4:45 Worship
Congregational Singing
Introduction of Speaker
Special Music M

Annual Sermon

5:30 Adjournment
Closing Prayer

Annual Meeting Agenda*

The Baptist Convention of Marylan
November 11-12, Holiday Inn Select, Solomons, MD

Fellowship for all immediately following the Monday evening session. Music provided by Andrew Bennett. Business Sessions will be conducted following Robert’s R
three (3) minutes; Messengers speaking to an issue will b



ention for the Sake of the Gospel

ock Solid Praise Team • Instrumentalists

Rock Solid Praise Team
Jerry Rankin

James Dixon, Jr.

es Marvin Wright
John Manry

Wayne Kempson

airs Jeff Perry
and/Delaware John Gauger
rvices Robert Gerstmyer

on Aquilla B. Smith

Marvin A. Hunter, Jr.

Rock Solid Praise Team
sidents James Dixon, Jr.
gations, and BCM/D Staff David Lee

ittee Robert Wilson

Michael Miller

for the Sake of the Gospel

• Instrumentalists

Jerry Rankin
James Dixon, Jr.

Mike Day
Michael Ford

Michael Trammell
Craig Kendall
Jimmy Dukes

on King Sanders

Dan Sheffield
Men’s Quartet of Calvary Baptist Church, Bel Air

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”
Allen Carter

What Do We Need to Know?

President Elect

nd/Delaware Annual Meeting 2002
D “Walking Together for the Sake of the Gospel”

Rules of Order—Nomination speeches will be limited to
e held to three (3) minutes.

Annual Activities*
Pre-convention Worship

Celebration
Sunday, November 10, 6:30 PM

African-American Pastor's

Luncheon 
Monday, November 11, 12:15 PM

Ministers Wives Brunch:

“Abundantly Blessed”
Monday, November 11, 9:30 AM
Speaker: Bobbye Rankin
Music: Baptist Singing Woman of MD/DE
The brunch is a gift of the BCM/D. 
RSVP to (800) 466-5290 ext. 245 by November 4 for reservations. 

Ministry Equipping Workshops
Monday, November 11, 10 AM
Planning Tips for Missions Trips

Practical information for preparing your church to take a mission
trip locally, within the United States or to another country.  Special
emphasis will be given to mission opportunities through our mission
partnerships with Mississippi, Impact Northeast, Mexico, Canada and
Scotland.
Who Me--A Missionary?

Learn ways you can be "on mission" in your own community as
well as short-term mission opportunities through the North American
Mission Board and the International Mission Board.  Regardless of age,
education or experience level, God can use each of us to meet needs
and share Christ with others.

Hope For Home Breakfast 
Tuesday, November 12, 7:30 AM

This will be a time for individuals to meet with Hope for Home
Team members and make appointments for consultations.

Mid-Atlantic Fellowship of

Christian Educators’ Breakfast
Tuesday, November 12, 7:30 AM

A time for Pastoral Staff who focus on educational, disciple-making,
and small groups to network. 

New Orleans Seminary Luncheon
Tuesday, November 12, 12 PM
Speaker: Dr. Jimmy Dukes
Cost: $18.50
RSVP to Elwood Ulmer at (410) 668-2307 or the NOBTS Alumni Office
at (800) NOBTS-01, ext. 3331

*activity information is based upon details available at press time
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Church and the law (part II): Personnel issues
By Karen L. Willoughby

[Editor's note: This is the second
of four articles on The Church
and the Law. Articles follow on
First Amendment and
political/moral issues.]

ALPHARETTA, Ga. –- A church
has three responsibilities related to
personnel matters, a Southern
Baptist attorney here
says: to screen proper-
ly, supervise properly
and discipline properly.

Attorney Randy
Singer, member of
Bridgeway Church in
metro Atlanta and
executive vice presi-
dent of the SBC's North
American Mission
Board (NAMB), also is
a member of the Board
of Legal Advisers for
The American Center for Law and
Justice.

"There's a great trust placed in a
church by its members to choose
carefully its leaders and volunteers
who work with children who are
some of the most vulnerable mem-
bers of our society," Singer said. 

Violation of that trust is result-
ing in more severe penalties than
ever before, the attorney explained.
Litigants are winning who sue for
high-dollar punitive damages as
well as for simple negligence.

"There's a case out of Florida
where the Florida Supreme Court
said the church was liable for a
pastor who had an affair," Singer
said. "He was counseling a church
member in a marital situation
where there was a separation. The
pastor was found guilty of preying
on this woman in a vulnerable
state and his responsibility was
imputed to the church, which had
to pay a huge amount."
Screening Policies

Churches should develop
screening policies that they follow
with every paid and volunteer staff
member, Singer said.

"It's really inexcusable for a
church to hire a staff member
without a criminal background
check," the attorney said, including
pastors in his statement. "It should
also include references, and when
the church calls the reference, the
church should also ask for some-
one else who worked closely with
that person - a second-tier refer-
ence."

Singer took the concept of ref-
erences one step farther.

"In Southern Baptist life, we
have got to tell the truth about
those people we have worked
with," he said. "This is important
for moral, legal and ethical rea-
sons. People are afraid to say any-
thing bad about someone else --
their integrity, their attitude -- so
we just pass our problems from
one church to another."

A case in Ohio that resulted in

liability for failing to disclose
an important fact in a reference
addresses that very point, Singer
said.

"If I fail to tell a church that
$5,000 is inexplicably missing
from our church account, that we
can't prove it but we think a par-
ticular staff member took the
money and we asked this person
to leave, if I pass the problem in
my church onto your church, then
you can sue me for failing
to disclose a material fact," Singer
said. "We have a responsibility as
churches and leaders in our
churches to tell the truth when
people ask for references."

Secular corporate lawyers have
said the way to avoid liability is to
not say anything, but that self-
serving response is not biblical,
Singer said.

"You can get sued if you give
them information or if you don't
give them the information," he
said. "Let's not worry about the
lawsuits. Let's do the right thing in
the church and the lawsuits will
take care of themselves. Tell the
facts -- 'You need to ask [the appli-
cant] about this fact.' Now I've put
the new employer on notice but
have stuck to the facts."

Legally, defamation of character
is a “false” statement of fact, the
attorney explained. "If you tell the
truth and stick to the facts, you'll
not lose a defamation lawsuit.

"Back to our applicant, we've
done a background check. We've
done references," Singer continued.
"We've had them fill out a very
extensive application form. I also

recommend doing a credit check
because you'll find things out in a
credit history that you wouldn't
find other ways. These are the
things that need to be done to prop-
erly screen employees."
Volunteers

When it comes to volunteers, set
up policies that can and will be fol-
lowed, Sringer said.

"You've got to have proper poli-
cies in place for people
who work with chil-
dren," he said. "Two-
deep leadership always.
No volunteer is going to
work alone with chil-
dren."

A couple in Salem,
Ore. left a church
because they were not
able to work as a team
with children, which
they saw as a family
ministry, but that wasn't

necessary, the attorney said. A third
person could have been brought in.

"This protects both children and
volunteers," Singer said. "If you do
have a pedophile he's not going to
do anything because of the other
volunteer. And it protects the vol-
unteer from false accuastions. I
think the worst thing is having a
pedophile preying on our children.
But the second worst thing is being
a volunteer working with children
and being accused of doing some-
thing to the children you didn't do."

Singer recommends a file kept
by the pastor of people ineligible to
work in the church, which is
passed on to each pastor in succes-
sion.

"The average Southern Baptist
church pastor has a tenure of less
than three years," Singer said.
"From my legal work defending the
Boy Scouts in various cases, I've
learned that pedophiles are very
sneaky, very sly.

"They know how to gain the
trust of children and know how to
circle back once the coast is clear,"
Singer continued. "For example, I
am aware of a Southern Baptist
deacon who worked with the chil-
dren in his church until he was
picked up by the police and
charged with public indecency in
an incident off church property.
The matter was brought to the pas-
tor's attention and the man agreed
he would never work with children
in the church again."

A few years later, the pastor left
the church. But the 'ineligible
file' on the man remained behind.
Children were protected.

"Here's a very important con-
cept: No one has a legal right to
work in any ministry in a church,"
Singer said. "Our first responsibility
is to protect the kids. No one has a
right to work with them -- it's a
privilege that must be earned."
Punitive Damages

In Florida several years ago, a
youth worker was accused of
molesting 10 or more teenagers. A
background check prior to his hir-
ing could have revealed he had
been accused of the same thing in
two prior churches.

The judge directed the jury to
consider the negligence and to
determine the amount of dollars to
make the injured whole again
when money couldn't heal emo-
tional scars. The jury determined
the real question was, what amount
of money would it take to punish
the church? They awarded the
molested teens $4.2 million for neg-
ligence, plus $2.5 million as a
punishment to the church, for a
total of $6.7 million, Lowe said.

Punitive damages is an area
bound to grow, Lowe said.

"Earlier this year I received in
the mail a four-page, glossy
brochure from a law firm about
suing churches for negligence,"
Lowe said.

"Here was an entire law firm
that decided this is a new field of
law and they were going after it
with serious money in the form of
that flashy brochure they I presume
sent to every lawyer in the state in
order to get referrals for these kinds
of cases.

"The legal field has recognized
churches are an easy target," Lowe
continued. "But a word of caution
is in order. We can't let these legal
issues paralyze the church from
doing ministry. We can do effective
Great Commission work boldly
proclaiming the gospel of Jesus
Christ without unnecessarily com-
promising the safety and concern
for the people God has placed in
our care. We have to be smart
about it and responsible about it.
We can't let our faith and spiritual
talk be an excuse for being unin-
formed and irresponsible. We of all
people should be the most diligent
in these areas."

[Editor’s note: This series of arti-
cles was especially commissioned

of Karen Willoughby by the
Special Articles Committee of the

Association of State Baptist
Papers, Bob Simpson,

Chairperson].
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BEGIN A RELATIONSHIP

WITH GOD

GOD’S INITIATIVE:

God sent his son, Jesus, to
die on the cross, paying the
penalty for your sins, and
promised “everyone who
believes in him will not perish
but have eternal life.” John
3:16

OUR RESPONSE:

ADMIT…that you need to
be rightly related to God.
Understand that you are
sinner. Pride keeps us from
doing some of the most
important things in life.
Without God’s intervention,
your sin will ultimately lead
to death and eternal separa-
tion from God.
“No one is good –- not even

one. No one has real under-
standing; no one is seeking
God.” Romans 3:10
“For all have sinned; all fall
short of God’s glorious stan-
dard.” Romans 3:23

REPENT…from your sin
and turn to God accepting
by faith His gift of salvation.
“Now turn from your sins and
turn to God, so you can be
cleansed of your sins.” Acts
3:19
“For the wages of sin is death,
but the free gift of God is eter-
nal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord.” Romans 6:23 

BELIEVE…that God’s son,
Jesus Christ, makes it possi-
ble for you to have a rela-
tionship with God.  
“For God was in Christ, recon-
ciling the world to himself…”
2 Corinthians 5:19
“This is real love. It is not that
we loved God, but that he loved
us and sent his son as a sacri-
fice to take away our sins.” 
1 John 4:10

CONFESS…your sin to
God.  If you want to make
this choice now, you can
express that desire to God in
a prayer similar to this one:
“Dear God, I know I am a sin-
ner. I believe Jesus shed his
blood, died and rose again to
take the punishment for my
sin. I accept your offer of for-
giveness and eternal life.  I
thank you for what you have
done for me, and I give you my
life from this day forward.”

EXPRESS…your faith pub-
lically. Share it with a
Christian friend or a pastor.
You will want to become
involved in a local church
where you can grow in your
knowledge of Christ.  If you
choose a Baptist church, you
will be encouraged to be
baptized as a public expres-
sion of your faith.
“If you confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you
will be saved.  Anyone who
believes in him will not be dis-
appointed.” Romans 10:9; 11

DEDICATE…yourself as a
fully devoted follower of
Jesus Christ.  Receiving
God’s gift of forgiveness
through Christ will set your
life in an opposite of the one
you’ve been going. Now
you are following God.
“Jesus said to all of them, ‘If
people want to follow me, they
must give up the things they
want. They must be willing to
give up their lives daily to fol-
low me.’” Luke 9:23

Scripture from the 
New Living Translation

Abundantly Blessed

Ministers Wives
Appreciation Brunch

November 11, 2002 Holiday Inn Select
9:30 a.m Solomons, Maryland

Speaker: Bobbye Rankin
Baptist Singing Women of MD/DE

Call 800.466.5290 ext. 245 by Nov 4 for
brunch and childcare reservations. 

The brunch is a gift from BCM/D. 

DALLAS, Tex.–– In the midst
of a national health care crisis, the
Annuity Board is continuing to
explore options to ensure that
more than 28,000 Southern Baptist
ministers and denominational
workers and their families who
participate in Annuity Board med-
ical plans will continue to have
affordable choices in health care
coverage.

In 2003, a new lower cost
Comprehensive Medical plan level
will be offered, new provider net-
works will be in place and a well
baby care benefit will be added to
all levels of the plan.

The rise in health care costs is
much more than an Annuity Board
issue. It has become a crisis on a
national level. The Annuity Board
is very concerned about how the

upcoming medical plan rate
increases will affect the pastors and
workers in small churches that are
trying to stretch budget dollars.

Funding for the Annuity
Board's medical plans comes
directly from monthly payments
for coverage received from partici-
pants and employers. The Annuity
Board receives no Cooperative
Program funds to subsidize its
medical plans. When current med-
ical plan rates are not sufficient to
cover projected claims and expens-
es for the upcoming year, rates are
increased.

"With a renewed emphasis on
wellness, we are pleased to be
able to offer our participants addi-
tional wellness benefits," Day
said. Visit www.absbc.org for the
latest information. 

Annuity Board announces 

new medical plan and well 

baby care benefit for 2003



The opportunities are greater
than ever before but we may have
to pay a price to do it. God is
opening doors and resources are
flowing,”  Lee said.
Administrative Committee
Report

Doris Burch, chairman of the
administrative committee, pre-
sented the actions taken by the
committee, which included
approving a contract with El
Bethel Church to hire James
Dixon Jr. as part-time African
American consultant/specialist
and hiring Mark Massey for six
months as a part-time consult-
ant/specialist to help with the
Legacy of Faith Campaign.

The committee also recom-
mended the approval of the pro-
posed 2003 BCM/D and Skycroft
budgets, proposed Annual
Recommendations; and changes
to the BCM/D Constitution and
Bylaws.
Ad-Hoc Committee Reports

Clarence Byerly of the
strengthening churches grants
committee reported that over
$600,000 in block grants had been
distributed. These grants are for
major ministry projects that have
been in existence for three years.
Requests for funds must be
received no later than Jan. 15,
2003.  

Bettye Agnor of the ministerial
scholarships committee recom-
mended providing scholarships to
Garrett Robinson of Calvary, Bel
Air Church and Roger Beatty of
Valley Church.
Strategy Team Reports

From the church planting
team, David Jackson reported that
there are 15 new plants, bringing
the total to 25 plants this year.
“We are planting healthier and
more vibrant churches than ever
before,” Jackson said.

Nine out of 11 associations
have plants with the remaining
two in the planting process. Two
new Hispanic plants have started
in Seaford, DE and Lusby, MD,
but there are no planters yet on

the field. A third Hispanic plant is
anticipated in Greensboro, MD
before the year is out. 

David Cowen and Ron Yost
will be working as church plant-
ing catalytics. They will not pas-
tor new churches, but will help or
partner with current plants.
Three new church
plants will launch in
October: CrossWay
International in
Owings Mills; DyVine
Bible Fellowship in
Cockeysville and Son
Rise in Ocean Pines.

Representatives
from Dynamic
Women, which owns
ten fitness center
franchises around the
perimeter of
Baltimore, are dis-
cussing the possibility
of allowing BCM/D
to locate new church
plants in each of their
locations over time. A
new work has
already begun at the Cockeysville
location. They are open to imme-
diate starts in three other loca-
tions around Baltimore: in Golden
Ring, Dundalk and Owings Mills.

NAMB has forged a national
agreement with United Artists,
who also owns and operates
Edwards and Regal Cinemas, for
use by new church plants. This
will provide eight additional
meeting locations in Maryland
and Delaware. The use of two of
these locations is already being
negotiated.

For the first time, several
church plants are discussing the
possibility of sharing a facility.
BCM/D is partnering with the
Delaware Association and Iron
Hill Church in Bear, Del., to
secure a lease on a 12,000 square
foot warehouse facility in a high
visibility location, in which a min-
imum of three new churches will
be housed. As these congregations
outgrow the facility and move on
to a bigger or more permanent

location, others will be located in
the facility to take their place.

Thom Thornton, student min-
istry and evangelism consultant/
specialist, gave the report for the
congregational development team.
Thornton told about the youth
evangelism conference that took

place in Sept., the first of its kind,
in which 27 churches participated. 

Don Sweeney presented the
report for the leadership develop-
ment and support team. Their
responsibility is to equip and sup-
port leaders to make disciple-
making churches.

Ellen Udovich, lay mobilization
consultant/specialist, presented
the missions involvement team
report. Udovich told how Aquilla
Smith piloted a new strategy for
engaging women in missions min-
istry. Smith took a group of
women to New Mexico on a mis-
sions awareness trip to develop
them as missions leaders.

“Once they’ve seen and experi-
enced missions they’re excited
and they want to share that,”
Udovich noted.

She reported that there are
four new collegiate ministries –
Hood College, McDaniel College,
the University of Maryland at
Georgetown and Delaware. All
four are partnered with churches.

John Faris of the resource
development team reported that
the Legacy of Faith Campaign
already has $3.6 million pledged
out of the $10 million needed.
Faris is challenging every
BCM/D church member to give
$1000 over the next four years.

The BCM/D staff has
pledged $50,000 with
58% participation.
Reports from
Agencies and
Convention
Committees

John Gauger, presi-
dent of the Baptist
Foundation, gave the
foundation report.
“The bad news is
we’ve lost money.  The
good news is, not
much. Our total port-
folio lost only 1.8%.
The total bottom line
is about a 1% decline.”

Bob Gerstmyer of
Baptist Family and
Children’s Services

(BFCS) reported that in the last
60 days, 30 churches have called
referring children and families.
BFCS seeks to individualize
their response to each situation.
The agency has been working
for 21 years helping churches
and families.

Doug Strother, history com-
mittee chairman, reported that
the committee is putting together
a collection for the display room.
Some of that material will be on
display at the annual meeting.
Remarks from the President

James Dixon Jr., president of
the convention, observed, “God
is up to something in this con-
vention. God started something
last year that He’s going to fin-
ish…to take us to the next level.
If we all come together as a body
– that’s awesome. Please let us
pray because prayer is power-
ful.”

GMB members took time at
the conclusion of the meeting to
gather in small groups and pray.  
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By Randy Millwood

Diversity: the condition of being
different –– VARIETY! The world
around us is obviously becoming
more and more diverse. That diver-
sity can be observed in everything
from three
national net-
works being
replaced by
hundreds of
niche cable
channels to
the growing
number of
specialized
restaurants.
Diversification
is (like every
other change
in life) a thing
to celebrate
that always
includes some grieving. Gone for-
ever are the storefront discussions
of the radio program that everyone
in town listened to and the water
cooler conversations about the TV
show that everyone in the office
watched. Diversity is here and it is
here to stay.

Precisely because diversity is an
ever-present reality in our lives

(and we are the Church), diversity
has impacted Church. Here in the
Baptist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware, people gather each week
to worship in at least 15 different
languages with additional dialects.
Approximately 40% of our congre-

gations are
non-Anglo con-
gregations. A
growing num-
ber of our
churches are
intentionally
multi-ethnic.
We worship to
different music,
using different
instruments
with different
styles. Our pas-
tors teach the
same Truth,
but in very dif-

ferent ways. This diversity means,
among other things, that training
meetings where everyone can be
inspired and instructed are quickly
becoming a thing of the past.

So, what’s a convention to do?
One possible answer to this won-
derful dilemma is the emerging
‘acts2network’ –a Learning
Community strategy. 

A Learning Community is a
cluster of peers (3 or 4 to 5 or 6)
who come together in a spirit of
mutual respect, authenticity,
scholarship and shared respon-
sibility to explore, discover and
order ever-expanding learning. 

The Learning Journey is
totally owned by the group –
which is built around a shared
affinity (a force that binds them
together – a thirst they all
share).

A Learning Map is devel-
oped by the group to enable
them to reach their shared desti-
nation. 

The whole life of the whole
Church is impacted by the jour-
ney of the leader in covenant
community with others! 

After more than a year of
research, development, and
piloting the acts2network will
be launching several Learning
Communities during the fall of
2002. Facilitators have already
completed a number of equip-
ping seminars and identified
affinities like these:
(1) First time pastors of a

plateaued Church in a grow-
ing or densely populated area 

(2) Journeying together in the

process of becoming and
reproducing “level five”
leaders in the local Church,
gathering around the con-
tent of the book, Good To
Great. 

(3) Understanding post-moder-
nity and its implications for
planting churches in the
Mid-Atlantic.

(4) Growing churches that must
re-locate their facilities in
order to keep pace. 

(5) Biblical polity and decision-
making - - what’s a Church
to do?

(6) Pastors of churches that are
ready to parent a new
Church.

(7) New Church Incubators –
regional learning clusters for
Church planters.

A new cycle of facilitator dis-
covery and equipping will begin
in January. New groups will then
be formed in the early summer. If
you would like additional infor-
mation about acts2network
Learning Communities or if you
are interested in possibly joining
an acts2network LC now or in the
future, email or call Randy
Millwood at rmillwood@bcmd.org
or (800) 466-5290, ext. 219.

GMB meeting highlighted by prayer
continued from page one

acts2network: Learning Communities 

prepare to launch

David Lee presents James Moore, pastor of Smyrna,

a certificate of appreciation for service on the GMB

Randy Millwood
Consultant/Specialist for

Disciple Making and 

Small Groups



By Amy Patrick
CareNow Program Manager

Several months ago, I
received a call from a
Pastor who was very con-

cerned about one of the families
in his church. Their young
teenage son was undergoing a
psychiatric evaluation at a local
hospital because he was very
angry about some of the changes
that were happening in his fami-
ly. As his discharge loomed on
the horizon, the pastor called to
see what Baptist Family might
be able to do to help Michael
and his family learn to love each
other and live together again.

After many phone battles
with the Department of Social

Services, they finally agreed to
place Michael into one of our
CHOSEN treatment foster homes
on a temporary basis to see if his
behavior could improve enough
for him to be able to go home.
Although Michael was nervous
to move into a foster home, he
was determined to do what he
needed to do to be able to go
home with his family.
Throughout the summer his
CHOSEN Family Treatment
Manager met with him weekly
to see how his behavior was
improving and help his foster
family to encourage him in the
progress that he was making.

Michael worked very hard to
change his behavior while he
was in foster care. He desperate-

ly wanted to be able to go home
and live with his family. His
treatment parents talked with
him about how he was feeling
and helped him to understand
the benefits to making good
choices. After three months in
foster care, Michael’s family was
so impressed with the changes in
his behavior that they decided to
bring him home. 

We were able to have a wrap-
around meeting with the family
and some of their informal sup-
port people to try to put some
strategies in place to help
Michael adjust to being home.
The team immediately began
helping Michael’s parents by
taking care of him on the week-
ends and providing encourage-

ment in many other ways.
CareNow is continuing to work
with the family to keep Michael
on a motivation system and keep
the wraparound team motivated
to help this family. Although
Michael still has some days
when he feels angry, he is will-
ing to talk about it now rather
than making poor choices about
his behavior.

To access the CareNow
Information & Referral Hotline,
please call (410) 872-1050, exten-
sion 113. This line is manned
between the hours of 9 am and
noon, Monday through Friday. At
all other times, a voice mail system
collects messages. These messages
are checked regularly throughout
business hours.

This month, I have asked Tim
Durkin, Development and Public
Relations Manager, to recap our
September 11th Memorial Service. 

By Tim Durkin

What does the human
impulse to remember,
to memorialize, mean?

Think of the National Mall in
Washington D.C. The Mall con-
tains memorials to some of our
country’s greatest leaders, cele-
brating the lives of those whose
hard work and God-given
endurance helped found and
guard this great nation. 

Across the country, in
Oklahoma City, you’ll find a dif-
ferent kind of monument. 168
empty bronze chairs face a
reflecting pool on the site of the
former Alfred Murrah Federal
Building. This monument recalls
the terrible tragedy that occurred
in Oklahoma City in 1993. This
monument memorializes death
on an epic scale.

So we see here an opposition:
we memorialize both to remem-
ber important lives (comfortable
memories) and tragic deaths
(uncomfortable and tragic mem-
ories). It is easy to see why we
would remember the first group.
Why would we remember the
second? Because one can find
there the inspiration and the
resolve not to let such a tragedy
occur again.

So this September 11th,
Baptist Family held our first
memorial service to remember
the victims of the terrorist acts
that happened one year earlier.
We organized our service
around the stages of grief that
any person experiences when
dealing with tragedy, especially
one that involves the death of a
loved one or one’s own
(impending) death.

It has been established that,
when dealing with grief, a per-
son will move through five
stages. First comes denial, then
anger, bargaining, depression
and acceptance. We picked read-
ings from Scripture as well as
from other sources that matched
up with the five stages.

The morning of September
11, 2002, we lit a candle for each
airplane that crashed that morn-
ing one year past. We opened
our doors and welcomed fami-
lies from our service programs,
members of our Board of
Trustees and members of the
business community that sur-
rounds our agency’s offices. The
service began at 9:40, minutes
before the one-year anniversary
of an airplane’s crash into the
Pentagon.

The first reading, demon-
strating Denial, was from a book
called Einstein’s Dreams by Alan
Lightman. The reading was
about how parents would like
nothing more than to stop time

and hold their children close in
their innocence and joy. The pas-
sage described the painful
impossibility of that idea.

The second reading, describ-
ing Anger, was Psalms 22:1-18.
You will remember, this psalm
begins “My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me? Why are
you so far from saving me, so
far from the words of my groan-
ing? O my God, I cry out by day,
but you do not answer, by night,
and am not silent.”

The third reading, represent-
ing bargaining, was also taken
from Psalms. “Send forth your
light and your truth, let them
guide me; let them bring me to
your holy mountain, to the place
where you dwell. Then will I go
to the altar of God, to God, my
joy and my delight. I will praise
you with the harp, O God, my
God” (Psalms 43:3-4).     The
fourth reading, reflecting on
depression, was a pair of poems.
We heard Emily Dickenson’s
“My Life Closed Twice Before its
Close” and “The House on the
Hill” by Edwin Arlington
Robinson, which reads in part: 

They are all gone away, 
The House is shut and still, 
There is nothing more to say. 
Through broken walls and gray
The winds blow bleak and
shrill: 
They are all gone away.

For the final reading, on
acceptance, we paired a Psalm

with a secular poem. The Psalm
was number 23: 

Even though I walk 
through the valley of the shad-
ow of death, I will fear no evil, 
for you are with me; your rod
and your staff, they comfort me.

The poem was by Jane
Kenyon, and is called
“Otherwise.” She wrote it while
dying of leukemia herself, and
it is a poignant celebration of
the life we live, even while
enduring a devastating loss.
The second half of the poem
reads:

At noon I lay down
with my mate. It might
have been otherwise.
We ate dinner together
at a table with silver
candlesticks. It might
have been otherwise.
I slept in a bed
in a room with paintings
on the walls, and
planned another day
just like this day.
But one day, I know,
it will be otherwise.

We memorialize tragedy
because remembering it is
important. Remembering is
important because it causes us
to act. Action honors those
remembered only if it is noble
and true in effect. May God
guide our actions and make
them true to His will as we
remember those we have lost to
senseless tragedy.
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Bob Gerstmyer
BFCS Executive Director

Baptist Family and

Children’s Services 
7175 Columbia Gateway Dr.,
Ste. F Columbia, MD 21046-
2537
t:     (410) 872-1050    

(800) 621-8834 
f:     (410) 872-1047 
e:    baptistfamily@                

baptistfamily.org 
w:    www.baptistfamily.org

Want more

from BFCS?

Sign up for our quarterly
newsletter. Stay abreast of
the latest from BFCS all year
long. Receive updates on
our programs, cases and
other child and family-relat-
ed topics. 

Also, sign up for our
new CareNow Comm-
unicator monthly newslet-
ter. Packed with stories and
pictures, the Communicator
is your link to the exciting
work of BFCS’s CareNow
Family Preservation
Program. 

Call Tim Durkin at 
(410) 872-1050 ext.143 or
email baptistfamily@
baptistfamily.org with your
name and address to get on
the list today!

Grief and growth: How and why we remembered 9/11

Going home, the story of Michael

THE FAMILY CIRCUS® by Bil Keane

Reprinted in Baptist LIFE with special permission of Bil Keane.

See You in Solomons!

Baptist Family will be

present at the BCM/D

Annual Convention

next month.

If you’re in Solomons,

we hope that you’ll

stop by our tables and

chat a while.

We’ll have program and

donor information as

well as a sneak 

preview of next year’s

VBS Supplemental

Curriculum.

Clarification

To clarify a question that
has risen since last month’s
article about Federated
Giving:
Baptist Family is an agency
of the Baptist Convention
of Maryland/Delaware. It
is not a United Way agency.
Individuals can use the
United Way’s charitable
giving system to designate
funds to Baptist Family, but
the agency does not accept
funding which originates
from the United Way.
Baptist Family accepts
funding only from people
who say they want to 
support Baptist Family and
only Baptist Family.



ACCOMPANIST
NEEDED––Olney Baptist
Church – Part-time paid posi-
tion. For more information call
church office at (301) 774-5433
or send resumes to Olney
Baptist Church, 17525 Georgia
Avenue, P.O. Box 325, Olney,
MD 20830-0325.

CHILDREN’S MINISTER 
POSITION (grades 1-6) avail-
able –– Full time. Great benefits
package. Council Road Baptist
Church, Bethany, OK – suburb
of Oklahoma City. Over 5,000
membership. Email resume to
rushing@councilroad.org. Visit
web site at
www.councilroad.org for addi-
tional church information.
Experience and seminary a
plus.

PART-TIME YOUTH PASTOR
–– Liberty Baptist Church in
Lisbon, Maryland, prayerfully
seeks a part-time Youth Pastor
to direct and coordinate overall
youth ministry. He must be
able to assume some pulpit
responsibilities and conform to
the qualifications listed in Titus
1:7-9. Please submit resumes to
Liberty Baptist Church, P.O.
Box 9, Lisbon, MD 21765; or 
e-mail liberty.baptist@
netzero.net; or fax to (410) 
489-4174.

SECRETARY –– Full-time edu-
cational secretary position avail-
able at Berwyn Baptist Church
in College Park. Computer skills
required in Word, Excel,
Publisher and Power Point.
Send inquiries and/or resumes
to: Berwyn Baptist Church 4720
Cherokee St. College Park, MD
20740 or Fax (301) 441-3178 or
emailberwynbaptistchurch@
hotmail.com Attention - Sandy
Eelman. 

STAFF POSITION AVAILABLE
–– Full Time Music: Blended
worship style. Strong, growing,
Bible-teaching church. Send
resumes to Parker Baptist
Church, 4391 W. Parker Rd.,
Parker, CO 80134.

LIN WALLBERG, SOLO
HANDBELLS –– Available for
concerts, worship services, clin-
ics, or weddings. Add the
beautiful touch of handbells to
your special occasion. Contact:
Lin Wallberg Phone: (301) 586-
0317 E-mail: wallberg@juno.com

RETREAT TO THE OCEAN ––
The Baptist Retreat Center in
Ocean City is available for Fall
– Spring Retreats. We can
accommodate groups as large as
65. For more info. call (410)
289-6573 or check
www.OCBaptist.org.

Musicians Needed.

BCM/D receives calls on a regular
basis for the positions listed
below.  We are developing a list to
help churches make connections
with persons who are willing to
fill in on an as-needed basis. If
you are available to meet this type
of need, please call and give us
your name.

PIANISTS/KEYBOARDISTS 
NEEDED –– to fill in when
church accompanists are not
available. Please call (410) 290-
5290 ext. 0.

MUSIC TEACHERS NEEDED ––
If you teach voice or an instru-
ment, please call (410) 290-5290
ext. 0.

PRAISE TEAM MUSICIANS
NEEDED ––  We are looking for
local musicians interested in work-
ing with our Maryland/Delaware
churches to form praise and wor-
ship teams. Some of the immediate
needs include accoustical/elec-
tric/bass guitar players, pianists,
drummers, lead/backup singers,
violinists and brass instrumental-
ists. Please call (410) 290-5290 ext. 0.
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Employment

Miscellaneous

The Baptist Family 
Counseling Service

DON’T FORGET!!
DISCOVERY DAY WORKSHOP: 

Who, Me, a Church Planter?
November 23, from 9:00-2:00 pm, 

at the Baptist Center in Columbia, MD

For pastors, staff and lay people, who are interested
in exploring the possibility that God may be

calling them into church planting

FREE (including lunch) for the first
20 people who register by email at djackson@bcmd.org

or call David at (800) 466-5290, ext. 225.
Deadline:  November 19 

NOTE:  This event is NOT for current church planters.

Sharing Voice & Vision

Audio-Video Group provides professional design, sales,
installation, service, and rental of sound reinforcement and
video projection systems for Houses of Worship.

BCM/D Churches receive a ten percent (10%) discount
on complete system installations.

We welcome the opportunity to 
help you enhance your ministries.

301-668-4448 voice     301-668-9333 fax
www.audiovideogroup.com

TO PLACE AN AD

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX
YOUR AD – Deadlines are
the last Friday of each
month for the following
month’s issue. Classified
advertising is 75 cents per
word ($18.00 minimum) for
BCM/D churches and
church members; 85 cents
per word ($20.00 minimum)
for non-profit organiza-
tions; and 95 cents per
word ($25.00 minimum) for 
commercial organizations.
Word count does not
include words with two let-
ters or less. Spot color is
available for an additional
$10 per ad. Contact us for
display ad pricing. The
entire paper is also acces-
sible online at 
www.baptistlifeonline.org
Note: Acceptance of ads
does not constitute an
endorsement of products
or services.



Your church could save in many ways 
by putting your newsletter 

on the BaptistLIFE backpage.

Save Money!
We print and mail your church’s newletter for you. 

No paper and postage costs. Your cost is only $12 per month!

Save Time and Energy!
We handle all of the postage and printing so

you have more time for other projects...and so does your copier!

Save Trees!
We’re already printing BaptistLIFE, so why not save a tree?

Call Cindy Harper at 800.466.5290 ext. 0
or email her at charper@bcmd.org and sign up today!
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