
by Sharon Mager
Staff Writer   

SOLOMONS, Md. ––  “Tim
Simpson is a proven leader.”
That’s how James Nichols, pas-
tor of Faith Church, Glen Burnie
describes the newly elected
BCM/D president. Nichols nom-
inated Simpson at the BCM/D
annual meeting last month. 

Nichols said
Simpson has
proven himself
through his
role as a
General
Mission Board
(GMB) mem-
ber, as presi-
dent of the
GMB, and as
chairman of
the administra-
tive committee.
Simpson was a
driving force
during the
search for an
executive
director when Charles Barnes
retired. And Simpson pastors
Greenridge Church, in
Clarksburg – a church with  500
members and one of the top five
cooperative program giving
churches in the convention.

Asked about his dreams for
the convention, Simpson said
that he would support the God-
given goals of BCM/D execu-
tive director David Lee.

“I’m very excited about the
vision David has articulated. It’s
right on track. Part of my role is
to keep the focus on that and
not let us get sidetracked with
other issues.” 

“I’m very sup-
portive of the
church planting
movement. I also
believe we need
to continue to
help existing
churches. We
have to work both
sides of the equa-
tions.”

Simpson is a
Maryland native.
When he was ten
years old, he
attended revival
meetings with his
family and felt
impressed to

make a confession of faith, but
didn’t go forward. On the last
night of those services,
Simpson’s father, Marvin, now a
retired BCM/D pastor, knew
God was dealing with his son.
Tim told his father he wanted to

make a commitment to Jesus
and so the elder Simpson knelt
with his son by the side of the
bed and led him to the Lord.

“That’s always been
very special that he was
the person to do that,”
Simpson said of his father. 

In high school, Simpson
felt God calling him to the
ministry. He attended
Carson Newman College
in Tennessee and was
involved with the Baptist
Student Union. Simpson
credits those BSU leaders
with getting him off of the
sidelines and becoming a
leader.

Simpson met his wife
Carol, a Maryland native,
at Carson Newman and
they married in 1979. He
attended seminary at
Southeastern Theological
Seminary that year and
graduated in 1982. They
prayed about where God
wanted them to minister.
“We thought, wouldn’t it
be cool if God brought us
home?”

God granted that desire
and Simpson came home
to pastor Gethsemane
Church in Glenwood
where he stayed for ten

years before being called to
Greenridge in 1992. 
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Walking together once again
at the BCM/D annual meeting

By Iris White
Associate Editor and

Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

SOLOMONS, Md. –– As
storms swirled around with tor-
nado warning alerts, BCM/D out-
going president James Dixon Jr.,
pastor of El Bethel Church, called
the 157th annual meeting of the
Baptist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware to order. This year’s
session was at the Holiday Inn
Select in Solomons, Calvert
County, Md. The theme was
“Walking Together for the Sake of
the Gospel.”

International Mission Board
president Jerry Rankin was the
keynote speaker. He shared sto-
ries of lost people groups
throughout the world and the
missionaries striving to reach
them for Christ. He challenged
listeners with the massive task
ahead and encouraged them with
God’s providence and the work
He is doing.

“If we walk together for the
sake of the gospel it is for Christ’s
sake and not our own,” Rankin
said. It’s God’s mission and He is
calling on us to join Him.”

Dixon’s daughter, Shauvan
Dixon, began the praise and wor-
ship session with hand-clapping,
soulful praise and worship music
with the help of the El Bethel
Church choir. Bob Simpson,
BCM/D’s music/worship con-
sultant, directed worship on
Monday evening. The Baptist

Singing Men and the Baptist
Singing Women, together known
as the “BCM/D Chorale” sang an
assortment of wor-
ship music and
hymns as well as a
rousing patriotic
rendition, with
trumpets, of the
“Battle Hymn of
the Republic.”
James O’Dell, min-
ister of music at
Poolesville Church,
led the Rock Solid
Praise team during
music and worship
on Tuesday morn-
ing and Debbie
Kempson, minister
of music at First
Church, Waldorf,
led a variety of praise songs and
hymns on Tuesday afternoon.

James Dixon Jr. gave his
farewell president’s sermon – a
passionate calling for repentance
titled “Sin in the Heart.”

David Lee’s sermon was titled
“For the Sake of the Gospel…We
Can’t Quit.”

“What do We Need to Know”
was the title of the annual ser-
mon, preached by Allen Carter,
pastor of Calvary Church, Bel Air. 

Election of Officers
Messengers elected Tim

Simpson, pastor of Greenridge
Church, Clarksburg, as presi-
dent. Robert Anderson, pastor of
Colonial Church, Randallstown,
was elected first vice-president

and Robert Lilly, pastor of First
Church, Essex, second vice-
president.

Gayle Clifton, pastor of Olney
Church, was re-elected recording
secretary and William George,
pastor of Kensington Church, was
re-elected assistant recording sec-
retary.

Business
Recommendations that were

passed included encouraging
churches to promote and support
the Legacy of Faith campaign that
provides funding for new church-
es, to promote and observe special
seasons of prayers and offerings,
including a Mother’s Day offering
for Baptist Family and Children’s
Services and to develop church
members as responsible stewards.
Messengers also voted to approve
a budget of  $6,233,365.

During a miscellaneous busi-
ness session, Charles Lawson,
messenger of Linthicum Church,

Arundel Association,
made a motion to
adopt the Baptist Faith
and Message 2000 as a
basis for the conven-
tion’s faith and prac-
tice. The motion, as
previous motions on
this subject in past
meetings have done,
brought much discus-
sion. 

William Kopp, Jr.,
pastor of Riverside
Church, Baltimore,
spoke against the
motion, stating that
each church should
decide for itself its

basis of faith and practice.
James McCloud, messenger of

Nanjemoy Church, Potomac
Association, spoke in favor of the
motion. “It provides a tool to
enable others to assess our
beliefs,” McCloud said. 

Gerald Wade, pastor of
Northside Church, spoke against
the motion. He began his com-
ments by reading John 17, what
Wade referred to as Jesus’ great
message for the need for unity in
the body of Christ.

“This is an extremely divisive
measure…let’s rally around the
Great Commission, winning souls
for Jesus Christ, planting and
starting churches, not the Baptist
Faith and Message. Let it be a
local church matter.”

Tim Simpson elected BCM/D president 
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Shavan Dixon and the El Bethel choir leading worship

Outgoing president, James Dixon

Jr., congratulating new BCM/D

president, Tim Simpson



Thank you for your
vote of confidence at
our annual meeting

last month. Please pray for
me as I serve the churches
and the Baptist Center staff
of our convention.

John Maxwell tells the
story of a parachute factory
during the early days of
World War II. To overcome

the monotony of folding and
packing the silky fabric hour after
hour, managers in the factory
would meet with the workers at
the beginning of each workday.
Those primarily female employ-
ees would be asked to think
about their husbands or brothers
strapping on one of the para-
chutes they were about to fold or
pack. Suddenly a repetitious daily
activity was connected to a life
and death mission. Perspective
created passion.

When was the last time some-
thing in our personal ministry took
our breath away? You know, some-
thing that reminded us that the
daily activities of the local church
are connected to a life and death
mission. Our Lord is so generous
that He consistently allows us to
fold and pack some eternal para-
chutes for people we care about! It
happens every time we: help a
child prepare for their baptism,
pray with a friend who is dying,

coach a neighbor closer to the sav-
ing leap of faith, share with new
believers the path of spiritual gift
discovery, or participate in a mis-
sions project. Perspective creates
passion.

The daily ministry of our
churches in Maryland and
Delaware, at times, can seem an
awful lot like folding and packing
parachutes. We know the tasks
are important. They just seem a
bit routine. Yet not too far way,
our tasks are connected to a per-
son in need of a lifeline, a para-
chute. Our persistent, prayerful
actions today, done in the power
of the Holy Spirit, can become the
life and death difference for
someone we love.

Twenty centuries ago, as the
families in Israel fed their chil-
dren and cared for their livestock,
our Heavenly Father sent His
only Son to rescue all of humani-
ty. His method was routine and
unspectacular. His parachute

came in the form of a baby One
little life, delivered and caught by
the hands of a carpenter. Who
could have known, with that kind
of start, the transformation mil-
lions would enjoy as a result of
Mary’s son?

The work and words of our
lives today have the potential to
help someone who feels like they
are falling from a plane without a
parachute. The work we are com-
mitted to is indeed a life and
death mission. As we work
together in 2003, may we ask our
Lord to renew our passion for
others who need His grace. And
when He does, we’ll probably
find ourselves just a little short of
breath!

Tim Simpson is the Senior Pastor
of Greenridge Baptist Church,

Clarksburg, Maryland. He may be
reached at (301) 972-0271 or at

tim@greenridgebaptist.org

Editor’s Note:  I want to congratulate our staff writer, Sharon Mager, on being featured in the November 18, 2002,  issue of Christianity
Today. Her article, entitled Quenching Worst-Case Scenarios, tells the story of how Baptists in Maryland are training to rescue their

neighbors if terrorists strike again. You may read the article online at www.ChristianityToday.com/ctmag.

Iam looking out of my office
window. It is foggy. There is a
chilly drizzle. The best way to

describe the moment is to say that
it is a gloomy day. A bus filled
with children exploded overnight
in Israel. It was another act of ter-
rorism. Daily we are hearing rum-
blings that terrorists might try to
do something “spectacular” in our
area. We may be about to go to

war in Iraq. It is a gloomy day!
To borrow a line from a famous

Broadway production, “We need a
little Christmas right this very
minute!” We need to hear about
love coming down in Bethlehem.
We need to hear about hope and
grace. We need to know that a
Savior has come. We need to give
something. We need to hug our
children and our grandchildren.

We need to remember the true
meaning of peace on earth. We
need to tell our world that
Messiah has come. We need to
invite someone over and celebrate
the reason for the season. We need
to sing the songs of Christmas. I
need to hear once again about
Lottie Moon and the price she
paid to tell the Chinese about
Jesus. I need to remember who

really is in charge of the world. I
need to bow my heart and my
knees before the King of Kings
and Lord of Lords.

I feel better already. It may
appear gloomy, but Maryland/
Delaware Baptists have reason to
celebrate Christ’s birth and rejoice
with hope as we anticipate a new
year of ministry together.

It is a privilege to serve you!
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We really do need a little Christmas!

Is it me or is this year different?

Can it really be Christmas
already? ( I know what
you’re thinking: the older

you get the quicker time passes.)
O.k., I admit that it appears to be a
truism. (Of course the good news
is that I am still conscious of time
passing…especially when you con-
sider the alternative.)

I’ve been thinking a lot this
year about different Christmases
past and how my approach has
changed. I distinctly remember an
era in my ministry life when the
Christmas rush just about did me
in physically. I would start in mid-
summer to plan and prepare major
Christmas programs and pageants.
When the month of December
arrived, I literally went into over-
drive mode in order to get it all
done. That, combined with the

myriad of family dynamics and
professional commitments, usually
left me with the following ailments
by New Year’s:  laryngitis, cold or
flu, and a general exhaustion that
lowered my resistance to receive
all sorts of nasty bugs. I’m not par-
ticularly proud of this. It’s just the
way it happened more often than
not. 

Strangely, this year has been
delightfully different. I found
myself anticipating the season
with renewed joy. I hope I haven’t
reached the “geez” age.  But if I
have, I must say, it is much more
pleasant than I could ever have
imagined. 

I guess I am just so grateful for
all the Lord’s blessings in my life.
He has been so faithful to me.
I find myself actually drawn more

and more to God for His infinite
goodness and mercy in my life.
That fact alone has epitomized my
approach to Christmas 2002.

I recently read about Charles
Williams, one of the Inklings with
C.S. Lewis at Oxford. Williams
penned a small volume entitled
“Outline of Romantic Theology.”
He wrote:
“Why did God make this world?
Because He wanted to express His
love.
Why did God allow us to sin?
Because He wanted to give us the
freedom to choose to love Him or
not.
Why did Jesus come? To woo us
back to love. To court us into the
best of life.
What is heaven?  Heaven is love
made complete.”

It seems to me that the essence
of Christmas is the renewal of our
passion for loving Jesus. Ours is a
lifelong love affair with Him who
was born that night in Bethlehem
so long ago. It’s all about Him!

Lydia Baxter, over a hundred
twenty-five years ago, sums it up
for me. Lydia was a bed-ridden
invalid for most of her life. Shortly
before her death in 1874 she wrote
these words:

“At the name of Jesus bowing,
falling prostrate at His feet. King
of kings in heav’n we’ll crown
Him when our journey is complete.
Precious name, O how sweet!
Hope of earth and joy of heav’n!”

This newborn in Bethlehem’s
manger is our reason for renewed
passion. “Hope of earth and joy of
heaven”… and so He is!

Some things just leave us a little breathless

Tim Simpson

BCM/D President

The new production schedule for
BaptistLIFE starts January 2003.

Please note:
•  There is no January paper published

•  The column, advertising and   
BackPage deadline is now the 2nd 
Friday prior to the issue month.

• The issue date will now be the first of  
the month.

New 2003 production schedule for BaptistLIFE

BaptistLIFE
Serving Baptists since 1836

Is it me or is this year different?



Arundel Association

First Church, Edgewater, start-
ed an Upward Basketball pro-
gram. Games begin in January.

College Parkway Church
called David Lohff as their new
pastor. Lohff is a graduate of
Southern Theological Seminary in
Louisville, Ky. He and his wife
Kathy have five children – triplets
Sam, Emily and Matthew, and
Katie and Lauren.

Members of Grace Church,
Pasadena, have been busily work-
ing towards the completion of
their expansion project. Local vol-
unteers worked on the project
under the direction of project
coordinator Doug Insley, Faith
Church, Glen Burnie. The con-
gregation will have its Christmas
Eve candlelight service in the new
addition. Members will host an
open house on Jan. 12, kicking off
a four-day revival.

Members of Glen Burnie
Church had a candlelight fellow-
ship and cookie exchange fellow-
ship. A love offering for the
Baptist Disaster Relief fund was
taken during the fellowship.

Linthicum Church hosted Rev.
Valeriu Ghiletchi, president of the
Baptist Union of Moldova and the
recently elected president of the
Euro-Asian Baptist Federation.
The event is part of Linthicum’s
missions emphasis. The church
partners with Gethsemane Baptist
Church in Radoaia, Moldova sup-
porting their pastor, Veaceslav
Cebotara, and funds the Charles
Robl Scholarship, supporting two
students at the Baptist College of
Theology and Education in
Chisinau. 

Rev. Ghiletchi told listeners
that since 1991, the Baptist Union
has increased from approximately
100 churches to 520 churches. He
also talked about issues in other
countries in the Commonwealth
of Independent States and the
work of the College of Theology
and Education in Chisinau as
they train men and women from
other former Soviet republics to
plant churches. 

Ghiletchi came to Linthicum
from Atlanta where he addressed
the annual meeting of the Georgia
Baptist Convention, partners with
the Moldavian Union.

Baltimore Association

New Day Church, Perry Hall,
recently had a children’s Veggie
Tale “Whale Watching” party.
The children played games such
as “Pin Jonah in the Whale” and

they ate
gold fish
shaped
crackers.
Children
who
attended
the party
were treat-
ed to the
Veggie Tale

movie “Jonah” at the local the-
ater. Over forty children and
adults attended.

Samuel Gray is the new
Minister of Youth at Immanuel
Church, White Marsh.

The youth at Towne Church,
Joppatown, have been working
on the Bible study “Live God
Loud,” a video series written by
Ron Luce, president and
founder of Teen Mania
Ministries. The study challenges
teens to take the “volume con-
trol of their choices and choose
to turn God up.”

The church is busy celebrating

Christmas with special dinners,
musicals and a Christmas cookie
exchange.

Parkville Church is holding a
Christmas Eve candlelight Lord’s
supper and special music service.
Childcare will be provided. For
additional information, call (410)
444-6188.

Woodbrook Church is cele-
brating Christmas with a special
Christmas musical celebration
and caroling.

Members of First Church,
Dundalk, know that girls never
do outgrow sleepovers, so the
WMU had one for the ladies last
month. Ladies brought their paja-
mas, sleeping bags, games and
CD’s for a night of fun.

The church is in the midst of
lots of Christmas activities –
hanging of the greens to decorate
the church, a holiday dinner, the
annual children’s program and a
cantata.

Blue Ridge Association

Three teens at South End
Church, Frederick, lead worship
at Jefferson School, a division of
Shepherd Pratt Hospital, every
Wednesday evening. High school
seniors Nathan Rhoades and
Megan Fleagle and sophomore
Andrew Stephens share devotion-
al time, prayer and sometimes
music with the students.

Ed Lilly, associate pastor of
family ministries, said the church
has developed a relationship with
the school, which provides servic-
es to people with a variety of
mental illnesses. Earlier this
month, Lilly took a group of teens
to the school to fellowship, play
basketball and have a Christmas
party.

The church has missions pro-
grams each week. Children
choose a third world country and
develop a prayer ministry, Bible
study, and general study about
the country.

Delaware Association

Ogletown Church, Newark,
will have two Christmas Eve pro-
grams at 6 and 7:30 p.m. The first
one is a Carol by Candlelight
service for the whole family. The
later is a contemporary Christmas
service.

Earlier this month, the
church’s praise band sang con-
temporary carols at Christiana
Mall in Newark.

The church has a ladies min-
istry which has stopped for the
month but will begin again in
January. About sixty women meet
once a week in the mornings for
Bible study and fellowship. 

Eastern Association

The pre-school Sunday School
Department at Cresthill Church,
hosted a special Christmas “gift”
to the church. Teachers and vol-
unteers spent a Saturday provid-
ing fun filled activities to elemen-
tary aged children while their
parents prepared for Christmas.

Mid-Maryland Association

Youth from Friendship
Church, Sykesville, had fun play-
ing laser tag and going out to din-
ner. The church will have a
Christmas play and cookie social
on Dec. 29 and 30.

Northwest Church,
Resiterstown, has a GriefShare
program. Each week the church
offers a seminar and support
group for people grieving the

death of a friend or family mem-
ber.  

The church has a men’s group
that meets regularly for food, fel-
lowship and movies. Women at
the church enjoyed a very lady-
like tea earlier this month enjoying
time sipping tea and eating finger
foods.

Jorje Fonseco, pastor of
Columbia Hispanic Church, has
been working to get 20 bunk beds
to distribute to a community of
men who are needy and currently
sleeping on the floor at night.
Anyone who can contribute beds,
or funds or a way to get a dis-
counted rate on beds can contact
Fonseco at jlfons@comcast.net.

Last year’s “Walk through
Bethlehem” at the First Church,
Savage, was such a success that
the members of the church are
preparing to make it an even more
elaborate event this Christmas sea-
son. Over 800 people came
through the outside display of
what probably happened on the
first Christmas Eve night. The
church members built the town
and filled it with live characters
and animals, who all played their
parts as if they were watching the
wonder of Christ’s birth unfold in
an unexpecting town. This year
promises to be even more elabo-
rate and full of surprises.

Everyone is encouraged to par-
ticipate in activities such as regis-
tering at the
census table,
meeting the
money-chang-
ers, participat-
ing in a wed-
ding celebra-
tion, a visit to
shops in the
olden city,
petting the
live animals,
interacting
with the “characters” who might
have been present that night, fol-
lowing the star, hearing and seeing
the angels singing in the highest,
joining the shepherds and wise
men as they experience the birth of
the Christ-child and hearing the
children sing as they rejoice over
the birth.  The church members
stay in character as the pageant
unfolds.

There is no charge; it is a gift to
the community by the members of
the church. First Baptist is located
on the corner of Washington and
Woodward Streets in Savage and
the pageant will take place
between 6:30 and 8:30 pm, Friday,
Saturday and Sunday nights prior
to Christmas. People of all ages
will enjoy this one! (Article sub-
mitted by Jacky Waller, Savage
Church.)

Montgomery Association

Georgia Avenue Church,
Glendale, will host a live nativity
on Dec. 21 and 22 on its front
parking lot. They will have a
Christmas musical on Dec. 22
which includes the sanctuary,
gospel, handbell and children’s
choirs.

Viers Mill Church, Silver
Spring, had a parents’ day out,
providing free babysitting for chil-
dren while parents enjoyed time to
shop, rest and refresh.

Members of the Philippine
International Bible Church,
Olney, will have a Christmas
Cantata on Dec. 22.

Members of First Church, La
Plata, dedicated their new multi-

purpose building on Nov. 24.
After the dedication service
everyone gathered for a
Thanksgiving meal together.

Prince George’s Association

First Church, Laurel, hosted
disaster relief training last
month.

Abyssinia Church, Capitol
Heights, hosted Prince George’s
Baptist Association’s annual
Christmas Celebration music
festival.

First Church, Beltsville, had
a world craft party last month.
World craft is a non-profit min-
istry supported by WMU that
imports hand-made items from
around the world.

First Church, Suitland,
Evangelism-Outreach Program
hosted a free “Harvest Time
Celebration” as an alternative to
Halloween on Thursday,
October 31, 2002. Over 180 chil-
dren and adults enjoyed games,
music, candy, refreshments and
Bible stories that presented the
gospel to the lost. The
Washington Post Newspaper
took pictures and published an
article about the event.

First Church’s Brotherhood
provided Thanksgiving baskets
to the surrounding community
on November 23, 2002. The
Brotherhood has been perform-

ing this min-
istry for sev-
eral years and
this year 40
baskets were
distributed.
The baskets
included
turkeys, sta-
ples, bread,
vegetables
and other
food items.

The Hispanic Mission, Mt.
Ranier, celebrated Bible Day on
Sept. 27. The pastor is Remberto
Jurado.

Susquehanna Association

Middle school girls at Oak
Grove Church, Bel Air, had a
giggling good time last month at
a fellowship sleepover. The
evening included movies, food
and games. 

The children’s division at
Oak Grove practiced fire safety
during a fire drill recently.

Western Association

Deep Creek Church,
Oakland, held an Evangelistic
Block Party on Aug. 24. Seven
churches in the association
assisted in the effort. There were
food, games, Christian magic,
Christian clowns, crafts and live
music. All were offered free to
the community. A spokesperson

for the church said, “It was great
to have both the old and young
pulling together for a common
cause.”
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Children singing at the Hispanic Mission

Christian magician, Mike Isler, with

some participants
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GMB embraces challenges for 2003
By  Sharon Mager
Staff Writer and

Iris White
Associate Editor

COLUMBIA, Md. –– Newly
elected BCM/D president, Tim
Simpson, opened the Dec. 10
General
Mission Board
meeting with
prayer, seek-
ing the energy,
wisdom,
power and
mind of Christ
to prevail.

Wayne
Kempson,
president of
the General
Mission
Board, read a
Bible passage
from II Corinthians 9:12 and said
the scripture is usually used to refer
to money, tithing and stewardship
but he said it can also be used to
understand unity and cooperation
in the church. He told how the
“nuts and bolts” such as discussing
budgets and sitting in meetings are
necessary and they are used to ulti-
mately meet people’s needs.

“There is no reason for the con-
vention to exist except to meet the
needs of churches,” Kempson said.

David Lee, BCM/D executive
director reiterated the convention’s
primary goals. “I think it’s so
important, so strategic, to remember
what we’re about. Our mission is to
assist in starting and strengthening
churches to accomplish the Great
Commission,” Lee said.

Lee requested prayer for two
staff members, Ken Jordan and Bob
Simpson. Ken Jordan suffered a
stroke the day before the Annual
Meeting. He is currently in rehab
and doctors are pleased with his
progress. The family is hopeful that
he will be home in time for
Christmas. Bob Simpson will be
going in for major surgery in
January and will be recuperating for
six to eight weeks.

Lee said that this past year has a
great year – in many ways it has
been record setting, but
that the year to come is
touted as a year of
uncertainty.  

“When we meet
again we may be in
war. We do not
know…all of us live
under a cloud of possi-
ble terrorist attacks.
Internally there is
uncertainty. We have
issues we have to work
together.”

But, Lee reminded
messengers, “God is in
charge. He is in control
and if we seek His face
He will not only meet our needs but
see us through…”

Business News
John Faris reported a 4.5 %

increase in total income. Offerings
have been fairly consistent all year.
The Lottie Moon offering is down,
but those funds are still coming in.  

Faris projects cooperative pro-
gram giving for the year to be about
$4.2 million, an increase of about 2%
over last year.

He expects the total budgeted
amount to come in at $5,850,000 and
that we will not have to use any
reserve funds.

“It’s been a good year and it does
look like we’ll have a little surplus at
the end,” Faris said.

Faris said in years past some of
the surplus is used as gifts to associ-
ations, Legacy of Faith and part of it
goes into the following year’s budg-
et.

Skycroft has shown a 17%
increase in earnings. Faris said that
is due to Montgomery County

School’s usage of the facilities for 30
weeks in fall and winter and to the
fact that there were a record number
of campers this year. He expects that
increase to “flatten out” because
usage is maximized at this point.

The board voted to adopt a
newly revised cooperative agree-
ment between the North American
Mission Board (NAMB) and
BCM/D. The agreement focused
more attention on working together
with NAMB. The agreement pro-
vides that all strategy plans would
be initiated locally by BCM/D. 

“Our relationship with NAMB
has always been an extremely posi-
tive one,” Lee said. 

One positive point in the agree-
ment that Lee pointed out is that
before NAMB does anything in our
area they have agreed to notify
BCM/D, allowing for mutual coop-
eration.

The board unanimously passed a
motion that BCM/D embrace a rela-
tionship with NAMB’s Strategic
Focus City program. There are sev-
eral stages before a city is chosen for
strategic focus. If Baltimore is chosen
it could be in 2007. The first stage is
“Embrace the City.” It is a two-year
investigative process intended to
equip the saints, mobilize churches
and help prepare and train key lead-

ers. The next two phases include
one year of implementation and two
years of follow-up activities.

Baptist Faith and Message
At the annual meeting last month

messengers voted to refer a motion
to adopt the Baptist Faith &
Message 2000 to the General
Mission Board for discussion.

The board voted to refer the issue
to the Administrative Committee.
Doris Burch, chairman of the
Administrative Committee, said the
motion addresses even larger issues
about what criteria the convention
uses for evaluating churches seeking
membership with the convention.
She suggested the administrative
committee take time to thoroughly

discuss the issue at an overnight
meeting in February. The committee
would then bring a proposal to the
GMB in May. Selected members of
the GMB and BCM/D would
attempt to schedule meetings in
each association to present the pro-
posal and gather feedback. Input

from those meetings
would be brought
back to the Sept.
Board meeting,
where a recommen-
dation would be
finalized and
brought to the annu-
al meeting in
November for con-
sideration. 

Robert Parsley,
pastor of First
Church, Crofton,
objected. “Why do
we have to do any-

thing? Do we have to act on this at
all?” Parsley also said he has “a
problem with the administrative
committee doing everything for
us.” Parsley said the issue would
deal with re-writing the constitution
and if that was the case then “I
think all of us
should be privy
and not just the
administrative
committee. It is our
purpose as board
members to repre-
sent the state…and
not just this small
group. I don’t like
that process of
pulling away from
all of us.”

Richard Chavez, pastor of
Burtonsville Church, said that by
dealing with the issue you lower
anxiety. “We need to deal with it
some way or another.”

Because he is president of the
GMB, Kempson asked and received
permission to address with his own
comments.

“I would speak in favor of the
motion to refer,” Kempson said. I
think of it as a way for us to address
larger issues and to come together
as a convention and as a way to
teach the nation how Christian

brothers and sisters get
along, disagree, but get
in the harness and work
together.”

Several members
questioned the amount
of time there would be
to discuss the issue
when the administrative
committee brought back
a proposal. Kempson
assured members that
there would be ample
time in the May meeting
to discuss the issue. 

Copies of the BF&M
and the Skycroft Accord
were distributed.

Strategy Team  & Committee
Reports

David Jackson, Church Planting
Consultant said there have been 30
church plants this year and one suc-
cessful re-start. All 11 associations
have had at least one church start in
2002.  

Randy Millwood reported for the
Congregational Development team.
Millwood said they are working to
assess how healthy churches are and
helping each one, no matter how
healthy it is, move forward and
become stronger.

Millwood also reported on
Hope for the Home. One team of
15 consultants has been estab-
lished. They are able to assess the

family ministries in churches and
associations.

Don Sweeney reported for the
Leadership Development and
Support team. Sweeney discussed
servant leadership and the future of
developing volunteers for needed
ministries.

Ellen Udovich reported for the
Missions Involvement Team.
Udovich stressed that she wants to
see everyone personally involved in
witnessing and discipling. A new
resource guide will be available at
the beginning of the year that will
help those who want to know about
mission opportunities and plan mis-
sion trips. 

Rick Hancock, Partnership
Ministries consultant, reported that
six leaders are going to Puebla,
Mexico, in January to plan future
mission trips. Jim McBride, Jr. will
be leading a vision trip to Scotland
in March. Hancock reminded mem-
bers that we have committed to
pray for the Saudi people. The
Mississippi partnership is still flour-
ishing.

John Faris reported that
$5,110,000 has been pledged in cur-

rent gifts and
pledges to the
Legacy of Faith
campaign for start-
ing new churches.
We have received
$1,945,000 in cash
and property so
far. 

Robert
Gerstmyer, director
of Baptist Family
& Children’s

Services said he is very excited that
his offices are overflowing with
Christmas gifts donated by BCM/D
churches for needy families.  He
reported that the organization now
accepts Medicare and Medicaid and
has been approved by Blue Cross
and Blue Shield, making the servic-
es more accessible. 

BCM/D president, Tim Simpson,
closed the meeting by telling how
excited he was when he was five
years old on Christmas Eve. “I can
still remember how fast my heart
was beating in the big house on
Main Street in Frostburg on
Christmas Eve, 1962,” he said.
Simpson said he had his heart set
on finding a big white cargo plane
under the tree.

“What are our lost friends and
neighbors hoping for? What’s the
deepest, most passionate Hope that
keeps them awake at night? My
hunch is that it’s not something
that will come wrapped in beauti-
ful paper. They know it’s a deeper
longing, aching than something
from “Best Buy” or “Home Depot”
can satisfy.

Simpson’s text was Romans
15:13 that says, “May the God of
hope fill you with all joy and peace as
you trust in Him so that you may
overflow with hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit.”

“Every Sunday, every week,
you and I have ongoing opportuni-
ties to communicate the hope of
Christmas to our friends who are
not believers yet. Our churches are
surrounded by thousands of fami-
lies and single adults. Our conven-
tion is focused and committed to
expanding our cooperative efforts
across Maryland and Delaware.
And, yet, this overwhelming mis-
sion we face still comes down to
people like you and me sharing
hope with people all around us.
It’s that hope that will keep you
and I motivated as church leaders
in 2003!”, Simpson said.

Robert Parsley, pastor of

First Church, Crofton

David Lee presents the cooperative agreement between

NAMB and BCM/D if Baltimore is selected as a

Strategic Focus City.

2003 General

Mission Board

Officers

President:

Wayne Kempson
Vice President:

Jerry Wade
Recording Secretary:

Jean Swain
Assistant Recording

Secretary:

Louanna Beacham
Attorney:

Alan Stocksdale 

2002-2003 Ad-Hoc

Committee

Appointments

(Appointed by the President in
consultation with the chairper-
son of the Administrative
Committee and the Executive
Director)

Strengthening Churches

Grants:

• Clarence Byerly, Chair
(Mid-Maryland)

• Terry Davis (Eastern)
• Stephan Carr (Western)
• Jim Evans (Susquehanna)
• Barbara Davis

(Prince George’s)
• Fred Dyer (Baltimore)
• Paul Langston (Delaware)
• David Orr (Arundel)
• Ed Jordan (Blue Ridge)
• Ron Blankenship

(Montgomery)
• James Fetty (Potomac)
• Staff Liaison: Wayne

Harris

Constitution and By Laws

• Robert Parsley, Chair
(Arundel)

• Gary Johnson
(Susquehanna)

• Brian Sunderly
(Mid-Maryland)

• Richard Chavez
(Montgomery)

• Darrell Terry
(Prince George’s)

• Staff Liaison: Mel Pride

Skycroft Development

• Dennis Felder, Chair 
• Chris Gudmundsson

(Baltimore)
• Steve Hokuf

(Susquehanna)
• Gordon Nock (Eastern)
• Larry Rickard

(Blue Ridge)
• Jerry Steele

(Mid-Maryland)
• Staff Liaison: John Faris

Ministerial Scholarships

• Andy Honeycutt, Chair
(Baltimore)

• Michael Logsdon
(Eastern)

• Louanna Beacham
(Prince George’s)

• Staff Liaison: Mel Pride

Future Church Building

Study

• Jonathan Lee, Chair
• James Pope (Arundel)
• Michael Weedman

(Delaware)
• Nathan Lee

(Montgomery)
• Bucas Sterling

(Prince George’s)
• Bill Lynn (Western)
• Staff Liaison: David

Jackson
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Tim Simpson elected BCM/D president

Walking together at the Annual Meeting
continued from page 1

Simpson’s family includes four
pastors – himself, his father, who
pastored churches in Frostburg,
Ellicott City, Waldorf and
Cumberland; his brother Bob, who
is the bi-vocational pastor of
Calverton Church in Silver Spring
and is BCM/D’s director of com-
munications, and his brother Ed
who is a youth minister at a
Presbyterian church in Columbia.
Another brother, Bill Simpson is
the director of staff development
and public relations at Baptist
Family & Children’s Services.
Their sister Krista is a nurse in
Jacksonville, Florida. 

“It’s interesting that all five chil-
dren are very much involved every
day in helping people,” Simpson
said.

Tim and Carol have three chil-
dren. Eric is an engineering stu-
dent at Virginia Tech in
Blacksburg, Virginia. Adam is a
junior at Damascus High School
and Jeff is a seventh-grader at
Baker Middle School in Damascus. 

All the children are involved in
sports all year round. Simpson
enjoys watching them play and has
been coaching baseball every
spring for the past ten years.
Simpson said coaching gives him a
great opportunity to be with his
kids, meet their friends and par-
ents and to socialize with people in
the community he wouldn’t get to

meet otherwise. Many of those
families now attend or visit his
church.

James Nichols said Simpson’s
most important attribute he brings
as the new president is his integri-
ty. “When you see him on Monday,
he’s the same guy you saw in the

pulpit on Sunday,” Nichols said.
“He knows there will be dis-

agreements, but when there are,
he’s willing to listen, to sit down at
the table and share his views. He’s
fair minded – even-keeled. You
don’t catch him getting real excited
or down in the dumps. 

“I know he loves his family, he
loves the Lord and he really does
care what goes on in our state con-
vention – that we continue to reach
people for Jesus Christ”

“If we stay focused on the main
thing, our convention will be
very successful,” Simpson said. 

David Lee, BCM/D executive
director, and messenger from
Faith Church, Glen Burnie, said, 
“I need to clarify for you, because 
I also occupy the role as the exec-
utive director for this
Convention. I need to
clarify for you personally.
There are some risks
involved with this, but
I’ll do it.

“As far as I personally
am concerned, I could
vote for the 2000 Baptist
Faith and Message
because that does indeed
reflect the heart of what I
believe as a Baptist. The
practice that is reflected
in the other parts of that,
I can live with. It has
been my posture as a pastor for
many, many years. I don’t think
this comes as a surprise to any-
body.

“However, I have to speak
against the motion on two or
three grounds. On the one hand,
brother moderator, I believe we
are dealing with a constitutional
issue which I don’t believe can be
excised by virtue of one vote. We
need to investigate the order
involved in that.

“A deeper concern for me is
this.  We, many of us as leaders,
have spent about two years try-
ing to sit down together, to walk
through, try to understand each
other and try to understand why
some of these issues are so
important to some. 

“We experienced quite (I
think) a miraculous thing at
Skycroft a couple of years ago.
You’ve read and heard about the
Skycroft Accord. And at that
time, we felt that God may have
given us a map for navigating
what we knew were going to be
troubled waters throughout this
convention.  That document took
on the name Skycroft Accord.

“The gist of the document was
that we affirm we are Southern
Baptists, because our constitution
says we are. We are Southern
Baptists. It also affirmed that we

believe the Bible. And we do
believe the Bible. It’s our bottom
line manual and exceeds Roberts
Rules, or any other document we
have.

“We defined several other
things. One of the things we did
say was that we felt like, as the
Body of Believers who were com-
mitted to reaching
probably the most
strategic area in this
world for Christ, that
we could live with a
statement that said
we are willing to
work together and
affirm in this conven-
tion those who adopt
the 2000 BFM, who
adopt the 1963 docu-
ment, or a similar
document. Because, if you lay
those documents side by side, I
think all of us would agree the
heart of the things that have kept
us together and have built us as a
denomination would very quick-
ly come to the surface. 

“What we really debate, in
reality, are some of the other
issues that have been added. But

even beyond that I think the con-
cern is the trust level of what
happens after we move in one
direction or the other.

“So brother moderator and fel-
low messengers, I rise to
ask you to please, Let’s do
it a different way.  Let’s
send this to the Executive
Board.  Let’s let them
spend time, perhaps using
the Skycroft Accord at least
as a starting point, the
motion as a starting point.
Let’s spend a year praying
over this thing trying to
work on something and
bring back something at
the next convention after
we’ve had time for every-
body to hear about, know

the document, and know what
we are doing. We will come
together as an educated people
ready to do God’s work and,
hopefully, keep us together as a
family.”

After further discussion the
motion was referred to the
General Mission Board. 

Other News
Throughout the two days mes-

sengers heard reports from all of
the BCM/D entities as well as rep-
resentatives from worldwide
Southern Baptist agencies. 

BCM/D consultants gave some
creative presentations. David
Jackson, church planting consult-
ant used his children during his

presentation. They sat in a circle
listening to their Daddy tell stories
about new church plants.
Speakers came and told their parts
of the story on cue. 

Aquilla Smith used props to
show the new faces of missions.
One of those new faces was Louis
Redd, the first male volunteer for
Maryland’s Women on Mission
organization.

It was a poignant moment
when David Lee gave a presenta-
tion about “Hope for the Home.”
Ken Jordan, BCM/D family min-
istry consultant, coordinates the
new program, but Jordan had a
stroke the day before the meeting
began and was in critical condi-
tion.

“A member of our staff is fight-
ing for his life. He’s given himself
to a dream - to an idea. It was
birthed in his own heart called
‘Hope for the Home.’ It’s the
heartbeat of Ken Jordan and his
wife, Kathy, and it ought to be our
heartbeat too.”

Lee said the program is “no
Band-Aid – it’s a major commit-

ment to families.”
Home consultants are

trained to advise churches
on ways to respond to the
overwhelming needs of
the family.

“We can change cul-
ture one family at a time.
As we shape the family
we shape the church.

“I don’t believe we can
stand by any longer and
watch as our families are

being destroyed,” Lee said. For
more information about Hope for
the Home call the BCM/D office,
(800) 466-5290.

The order of business com-
mittee reported that the 2003
convention would be in Ocean
City at the Clarion Hotel on Nov.
10 and 11. The 2004 meeting will
be in Dover, Del. 

continued from page 1

James Dixon Jr., Robert Anderson and Tim Simpson

The Baptist Singing Women of Maryland and Delaware
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By David Lee
BCM/D Executive Director

It is a messy world. I was
walking through the mall recent-
ly doing some window-shop-
ping. I should
not have been
surprised at
what I saw.
After all, from
a child I was
taught that
what goes
around comes
around. It was
like de ja vu.
The late sixties
and the early
seventies are
returning with
a fury in the
fashion world.
I felt like I was
in a time warp.
When bell-bot-
tom trousers for men hit the
shelves, I will know that we have
come full circle!

I lived that flower-child,
hippy, peace-sign era with the
long hair and the painted vans
and the VW Beetles. (Don’t
worry. I had short hair, wore
horn-rimmed glasses and drove
a Plymouth.) What is remarkable
to me is how closely our culture
today reflects those college years.
There are some differences. Back
then, God was dead! At least that
is what some of the prominent
theologians said. I suppose
somewhere along the way He
must have been resuscitated, for
now everybody seems to have a
god. And culture declares that
they are all equal. Then, all rules
and authority were questioned.
Now, everyone seems to have
the freedom to make his own
rules. Then, the descriptive word
for behavior was “immoral.”
Today, it is “amoral.” In those
days Joseph Fletcher introduced
a radical new way of viewing
everything in life as relative with
the norm being “what best
serves love.” Now, the philoso-
phy is full-grown so that post-
modernity for the most part
rejects any idea of absolute truth.
Each person instead defines
truth for himself.

The Jesus movement did tem-
per some of the emphasis on free
love, free sex, roll your own
morality, but it was not enough
to stem the tide of the cultural
decay we see today.

It is safe to assess that our
world is no longer “sin-stained.”
It is without question “sin-
soaked.” The foundations of
Judeao-Christian values, biblical
understanding of family, and
other things that we have held
dear have suffered serious cul-
tural setbacks. We are also com-
ing to full awareness now that
ours is no longer a Christian
nation. Christians are outnum-
bered. “Tolerance” and “plurali-
ty” are the recognized values of
the day. 

Have you noticed that it costs
a lot more these days to live as a
disciple of Jesus Christ? And
when you broaden the focus to
include our world, we see a dis-
turbing wave of persecution
being levied against those who
would dare name the name of
Christ. In times past we often

picked up our Royal Service or
Commission magazines and
prayed for our missionaries on
their birthdays giving little
thought to the dangers they
faced. Today, we know that thou-

sands of our
missionar-
ies literally
are putting
their lives
and the
lives of
their fami-
lies on the
line to wit-
ness for
Christ in
hostile
regions of
our world.

It is a
messy
world. “But,
do not be
deceived,”

Paul said, “God cannot be mocked.
A man reaps what he sows!”

Closer to home again, things
that used to give us a sense of
security have been shaken. We
now know that we are vulnera-
ble. Much of what we read and
hear frightens us—small pox,
anthrax, nerve gas, dirty bombs,
nukes, Al Qaeda, Saddam. Even
things we took for granted like
pumping gas and making trips
to the grocery store have taken
on a new meaning in the last
sixty days. Our 401 K’s no longer
give us a sense of hope and secu-
rity for the future. Corporate
scandals have made all of us
question “who’s minding the
store.”

It is a messy world. Enough
of this. I’m getting depressed just
thinking about it!

Let’s talk about the church.
Bill Hybels, in his book,
Courageous
Leadership, tells
of an encounter
with a young
couple follow-
ing one of his
worship times
at Willow
Creek: “The
young couple
approached and
asked me to pray
for their baby. As
I asked what the
baby’s name was,
the mother pulled
back the blanket
that had covered
the infant’s face.
I felt my knees
begin to buckle. I thought I was
going to faint. In my arms was the
most horribly deformed baby I had
ever seen . . . All I could say was,
‘Oh my, Oh my, Oh my.’

“‘Her name is Emily,’ said the
mother. ‘We have been told she has
six weeks to live,’ added the father.
‘We would like you to pray that
before she dies she will know and
feel our love.’

Together we prayed for Emily . . .
As I handed her back to the parents I
asked, ‘Is there anything we can do
for you, any way that we as a
church can serve you during this
time?’ The father responded with
words that still amaze me. ‘Bill,
we’re okay. Really we are.’ The
father went on to relate how their
small group at Willow had been
there for them through it all includ-

ing helping them plan for the funer-
al. As they were talking members of
the group came up to them.

“It was a picture I will carry to
my grave, a tight-knit huddle of lov-
ing brothers and sisters dong their
best to soften one of the cruelest
blows life can throw... Where, I won-
dered as they left, would that family
be, where would they go, how could
they handle this heartbreak, without
the church? There is nothing like the
local church when it’s working
right.”

Hybels then acknowledged
what we know. Often the church
doesn’t work like it was
designed to work.

To be perfectly honest, we
are an imperfect church. We are
a bride with a blemish.  

At the start of the Revelation
the Spirit handed out report
cards to seven churches in Asia
Minor. Ephesus got A’s for hard
work, perseverance, and ortho-
doxy. But, they flunked the “how
Christians are supposed to love”
course.

Pergamum got extra credit for
standing in there on some tough
issues. One student, Antipas,
was named valedictorian. They
received low marks, however, for
allowing ungodly behavior to go
unchecked in the church and for
failure to address those who
were teaching contrary to scrip-
ture.

Thyatira and Pergamum must
have studied together because
they were guilty of the same
compromise.

Sardis was called down for
sleeping in class. “You have a
reputation of being alive,” the
Spirit reported, “but you are
dead. Wake up!” 

The Laodicean church
flunked! In fact, they made the
Spirit sick with their luke-warm-

ness and self-centered approach
to life and church.

The only churches who got
straight A’s were the churches at
Smyrna (who had very little
from the world’s perspective but
put it all on the line to be a faith-
ful witness in a tough town
when times were hard) and
Philadelphia (who saw an open
door in the very synagogue of
Satan and marched right through
it to the glory of God).

I wonder how we would fare
if the Spirit were to issue us a
report card? We certainly have
given a great deal of attention to
restoring biblical orthodoxy.
Most of us would also say that
we are working hard (some-
where between burnout and
wear-out). 

No one has to tell us that
Maryland/Delaware is not the
Bible belt. At times it feels like
the synagogue of Satan can’t be
too far away. I think I have seen
a few Balaams and Jezebels in
our churches. I really hope we
don’t make God sick. We certain-
ly don’t get very high marks
when it comes to doing what
Jesus said would distinguish us
as his disciples, i.e. loving one
another.

Some of us are going though
the motions, more dead than
alive. We have to admit that
some of our agendas are more
focused on self than they are on
the Savior. I am not sure we are
very good at sacrificing for the
kingdom either.

We are an imperfect church. 
Our culture likes to label

Baptists as bigots. I’m not sure
that is fair. While we know that
Scripture clearly states that the
only way to God and to salva-
tion is through Jesus Christ, I
hope we carry a love-burden for
those who embrace another reli-
gion or no religion at all, and
desire for them to come to the
truth.

But, the world IS right when
they say the church is full of
hypocrites. There is a little bit in
the vast majority of us, and a
whole lot in some of us. But, you
remember what Paul wrote to
the Galatians, “Do not be deceived:
God cannot be mocked. A man reaps
what he sows. The one who sows to
please his sinful nature, from that
nature will reap destruction; the one
who sows to please the Spirit, from
the Spirit will reap eternal life.”
Does it surprise you then that the
one word that is so often associ-
ated with postmodern evangel-
ism is the word “authentic.” Lost
people still respond to “real

Christians.”
Birthdays are

piling up and
some of us are
getting pretty
close to the final
exam. In semi-
nary, we used to
sit around a cafe-
teria table and
speculate what
questions would
be on the test.
What questions
do you think will
be on God’s final
when we stand
before him? What
did you do with
Jesus? What did

you do with love? What did you
do with the gospel? We best be
prepared for those three. I have a
feeling we may have to exegete
John 3:16, explain our applica-
tion of the great commandment
and no doubt give account of our
handling of the Great
Commission.    

We are an imperfect church.
Now, here’s the rub. We are an
imperfect church, but we are
called to reach a messy world.
That would be mission impossi-
ble were it not for one other
undeniable truth.

We serve a Mighty God. Our
God can cause it to rain. He can
cause it to stop raining. God can
part the waters if His people
need to get across. God can stop
the sun if His people need a lit-

“For the sake of the Gospel, we can’t quit!”
(Galatians 6:1-10)

David and Sherry Lee with Manuel and Irene Serna from

Healing Waters Christian Fellowship, Wilmington, DE.
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tle extra time. God can send food
if His people are hungry. God
can tear down walls—those built
by the enemy and those we
build. God can propel the gospel
through cultural barriers. God
can stand against the pagan gods
in the groves of Elijah’s day and
on the Mars Hill of Paul’s day.
You don’t have defend Him. But
you do have trust Him. 

But did you know
that God has always
dealt with a sin-saturat-
ed world? Generations
vary only by degrees of
sin. He has always used
an imperfect people.
That is not new for Him
either.

Need I remind you of
Abraham who was loose
with the truth, Moses
who murdered the Egyptian,
Jacob who often could not be
trusted, Isaac the parent whose
favoritism created major prob-
lems in his home, David who let
his eyes and his heart wander,
Saul of Tarsus, the terrorist. You
can search the pages of this book
and see how God accomplished
His mighty purpose with imper-
fect people.  A quick reminder—
God used imperfect people’s
failures to teach them, but He
did His work through them at
the point of their faith and faith-
fulness.

It is a messy world. We are
an imperfect church. But we
serve a mighty God. And God
uses imperfect people who are
faithful to Him to reach a messy
world with the gospel.
Therefore, no matter how messy
the world gets, no matter how
frustrated we get with our broth-
ers and sisters, because we serve
a mighty God and for the sake of
the gospel, we cannot quit.

“Let us not grow weary in doing
good, for at the proper time we will
reap a harvest if we do not give up”
(Gal. 6:9).

Even though it may be diffi-
cult and cost us dearly to do it,
we cannot hide from this culture.
We cannot retreat. We cannot
stop giving priority to disciple-
making. We cannot stop loving
lost people. If we are not careful
we will end up like the
Ephesians,
standing firm
against the
Nicolaitans, but
forgetting how
to love. We need
to get out of the
faces of lost
people and into
their hearts with
the love of
Christ.

We cannot
quit telling peo-
ple that there is
hope in Jesus
Christ. I assure
you again, it
will get more difficult and more
costly to do it as we make our
way through this decade, but we
cannot quit.

We cannot quit planting
churches. With a record year and
with the reports we are hearing,
we ought to be encouraged. But
even twenty-eight new starts is
not enough. Since I first heard
the statistic, I have sought to
find evidence that dispels it. If
the numbers are accurate, if 85%
of those 18 and under in this
country do not attend church,
then we must do something to
reach this lost generation. I am
so impressed with the declara-

tion by Wally Nowlin, a deacon
of Northside Baptist Church in
Baltimore. “It looks like they are
all not going to come here. We
will just have to go to them.” 

We cannot quit strengthen-
ing our existing churches. I
sometimes encounter comments
or questions that imply that we
may be neglecting our existing
congregations. I need to dispel

that concern. The majority of our
budget, the vast majority of our
staff, the majority of my time and
the work hours of our staff are
focused on helping churches
become healthy, disciple-making
congregations. We believe we are
making an impact. We are pio-
neering in our church
planting movement.
To make it happen we
have to put it on the
front burner for a
while. But it has not
been at the expense of
supporting our exist-
ing congregations.

We cannot quit
standing by our lead-
ers and especially our
ministers and their
families. I can assure
you that Satan knows
your names and
addresses. I can pre-
dict a continued and
intensified assault. I
was in a meeting
recently with leaders from the
North American Mission Board.
We are on NAMB’s radar screen
for Baltimore becoming a
Strategic Focus City. That could
be a great opportunity to impact
a city close to our hearts.
Opportunity is often fraught
with danger. In every place they
have been, they reported serious
spiritual warfare against the
local leaders. The warfare is real.

We must equip,
supply, and
stand by our
leaders.

We cannot
quit focusing
on missions. We
have to take
care of
Jerusalem and
Judea. But must
also go to
Samaria and the
uttermost parts
of our world.
Every church
ought to be able
to identify a

mission strategy that includes
each command of our Lord. Lake
Arlington Baptist Church in
Arlington, Texas, serves as an
interesting model. The Pastor
David George has led his church
to give to the Cooperative
Program and undergird their
missions involvement by con-
necting his people to a
Jerusalem ministry, a Judea
ministry, a Samaria ministry,
and an uttermost part ministry.
We are their Samaria mission.
By the way, do you know what
I believe to be one our greatest
untapped mission fields in
MD/DE? It is our college and

university campuses.
We cannot quit developing

resources. Do you realize what a
miracle it is to have exceeded the
half-way point in our Legacy of
Faith effort? (Legacy of Faith is a
capital campaign seeking to raise
ten million dollars to underwrite
a church planting movement in
Maryland/ Delaware.) It is a
God-thing that is happening

here. I affirm again our commit-
ment to the Cooperative
Program. It is the life-line of our
work. Legacy is tapping
resources over and above our
life-line.

We cannot quit addressing
the issues that divide us. United

we stand, divided we fall. There
is strength in unity and weak-
ness in division. I have a theory
as to why the divorce rate has
risen so rapidly in our country.
The perception is that divorcing
is easier than dealing with the
issues that divide us. Working
through our problems and our
differences is never easy. Ending
relationships and going separate
directions has a more painful
and destructive effect on the
kingdom of God.

We cannot quit giving priori-
ty to addressing the issues that
unite us. There is so much more
that unites us than divides us.
We agree on so much more than
we disagree. The Acts 15 effort
must continue. Just as those
early church leaders worked
through issues that threatened
the early church, we must find
ways to unite around the mis-
sion of sharing Christ with a lost
world.

I have never thought of
myself as a prophet. If I am, I
probably fit the mold of a Hosea
rather than an Amos. I believe in
the judgment of God and do not
shun the subject in my preach-
ing, but I am wowed by His
steadfast love. I do need to put
on the prophet’s mantle for a
moment. In the book, The Fourth
Turning: An American Prophecy,
authors William Straus and Neil
Howe traced Anglo-American
history back to the War of the
Roses (1459-87). They make a
compelling case that in a lifetime
of 80-100 years, we witness four
stages or turnings: crisis, high,
awakening, and unraveling. For
Strauss and Howe, the last Crisis
occurred with the Great

Depression and WWII. That
Crisis period was followed by a
stable postwar era (a “High”).
Then came the Baby Boomers,
who gave us an Awakening.
They challenged almost every
social institution. Strauss and
Howe tell us that we are now in
a period of “Unraveling.” (Sure
feels like it doesn’t it?) 

Based on their 20-yr genera-
tional cycles, Strauss
and Howe suggest that
another crisis is com-
ing, one so far-reaching
and powerful that it
will restructure society
away from its present
self-focused value and
behavior system to
more of a cause orien-
tation. They believe
this will happen some-

time between 2006 and 2012.
Harry Dent, Jr. concurs and

believes that it will take the
form of an economic depression
happening about the year 2010. 

Another approach to cyclical
phenomenon (Kondratieff Long
Wave cycle) predicts a trough or

global depression
around 2010. Others
predict some kind of
political upheaval in
that same time period.
All tend to agree that
whatever it is, it will
restructure society as
we know it. (Note: the
previous information
has been gleaned from
the book, Defining
Markets, Defining
Moments, by Geoffrey
E. Meredith, Charles
D. Schewe, and Janice
Karlovich.)

What if the predic-
tions come true? What
if we have 3-7 years to

get ready for a major turning, a
major crisis that will reshape
society as we know it? 

I want to draw your atten-
tion back to where we began.
Galatians 6:1-10 is a good
preparation manual for us.

• Restore every brother and
sister possible because we will
need them.

• Let’s do what we have to
do together.

• Let’s be honest about our-
selves as we acknowledge the
Lordship of Christ.

• Let’s clean up our own
houses first.

• Let’s realize and take care
of our own responsibilities in
the mission.

• Recognize that God knows
the future, but also knows our
hearts. We are accountable
before God for what we do and
how we do it and what we are
thinking while we do it.

• We can’t slow down and we
can’t quit.

• Let’s be good to one anoth-
er, because facing what we will
face, we will need to lean on
one another. 

It is messy world. We are an
imperfect church. But we serve
a Mighty God. Therefore, for the
sake of the gospel, we can’t
slow down and we cannot quit.
We must keep on marching for-
ward beneath the banner of the
Cross!

[Editor’s note: This address
was delivered to the Annual

Meeting of the BCM/D at
Solomons, Md. on Nov 11, 2002,

by Dr. David H. Lee, 
BCM/D executive director]

It is messy world. We are an imperfect church.

But we serve a Mighty God. Therefore, for the

sake of the gospel, we can’t slow down and we

cannot quit. We must keep on marching forward

beneath the banner of the Cross! 

– David Lee

William George  (left) and Gayle Clifton (right),

assistant recording secretary and recording 

secretary, respectively.

Allen Carter preaching the

annual sermon.
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By Sharon Mager 
Staff Writer

SOLOMONS, Md. –– “The
world is a waffle, not a pancake,
with each square representing
distinct ethnic, linguistic people
groups.” That’s what Jerry
Rankin, president of the
International Mission Board
(IMB) told messengers and visi-
tors at BCM/D’s annual meeting
on Nov. 11 and 12.

“And we must be deliberate
to get the syrup of the gospel
into the squares of the people,”
Rankin said. “We must be inten-
tional in reaching people. It’s
God’s mission and He is calling
on us to join Him.”

Rankin’s presence continual-
ly kept messengers focused on
the Great Commission through
his stories of the lost peoples of
the world, the missionaries striv-
ing to reach them for Christ and
God’s providential hand at
work.

If we walk together for the
sake of the gospel, Rankin said,
we must be consistent with

God’s purpose, competent of
God’s providence, compelled by
God’s passion and characterized
by God’s
power.

“If we walk
together for the
sake of the
gospel it is for
Christ’s sake
and not our
own,” he said. 

The Great
Commission,
Rankin said,
was the heart
and mission of
Jesus from the
beginning. 

“God has
not given per-
mission to any
church to draw
a circle around
its community and say this is
our mission,” Rankin said.

Southern Baptists have been
doing missions for 157 years,
Rankin said, yet one third of the
world has not heard “the joyful
sound that Jesus saves.”

“We’d settled into a paradigm
of doing missions only where
missions were allowed.” 

Rankin told how the IMB re-
aligned its global structure about
five years ago, organizing it
around fifteen regions to deploy
missionaries, so that everyone
could hear the gospel. Now each
region is responsible for reaching
the people group it’s assigned.

In struggling to find a way to
make that massive task work,
Rankin said they started with the
basics.

“Out of naiveté or wisdom, we
began mobilizing God’s people to
pray. God knows exactly how he
will reach the nations and is call-
ing us to the task… If we ask him
he will show us.

“Currently 42,000 groups of
peoples are adopted for prayer.”

The recent appointment serv-
ice for long-term career mission-
aries earlier this year was the sec-
ond largest ever commissioned
by the IMB. For the second con-
secutive year, IMB has commis-
sioned more than 1,000 new mis-
sionaries and the personnel office
is working with 3,000 new candi-
dates. If that trend continues,
Rankin said, IMB could have as
many as 15,000 missionaries on
the field by 2010.

Today’s missionaries aren’t all
seminary graduates. They’re fire-
men, football coaches, attorneys,
businessmen and plumbers.

“They came and laid their
lives on the altar – it wasn’t about
them. Because of their diverse
backgrounds, they are able to
gain access in areas where tradi-
tional missionaries could not go.

“But you know what really
excites me…are the places they’re
going,” Rankin said.

IMB couldn’t even
publish a program for
the appointment serv-
ice because so many
missionaries were
going into countries
that are not open to
the gospel – across
the Muslim world
and in China. There
are more personnel
working in China
than any other time in
Southern Baptist his-
tory.  

Rankin spoke of
God’s providence,
how God has used
world events to open
doors for global evan-
gelism. 

Through heart breaking and
soul stirring stories of missionar-
ies around the world, Rankin
talked about God’s passion to
seek the lost, and the missionar-
ies’ passion and love for the peo-
ple -how in spite of being jailed,
tortured and even martyred, they
are glorifying God and praying
for people. He told of God’s
power, which allows the gospel
to spread in miraculous ways in
remote unreached countries.

“I don’t get caught up in end
times…but when I see what God
is doing around the world and
remember the words of Jesus, my
heart begins to beat with excite-
ment because those words are
being fulfilled.

“Our missionaries are report-
ing over 1,000 new believers a
day being baptized around the
world,” he said. “…If God con-
tinues the pattern of manifesting
His power, breaking down the
barriers and calling out His peo-
ple to penetrate the unreached
people groups at the rate we are
seeing global evangelization tak-
ing place, by 2010 there will be
no more unreached people
groups.” Rankin said that does-
n’t mean they’ve been evangel-
ized, but in eight years we will
be able to identify people that
have not had access to the
gospel.

“The only thing worthy of
merit is what God has done
through us to reach the nations.
This is God’s passion. This is
God’s purpose.”

God’s passion - the Great Commission

Jerry Rankin emphasized Great Commission work through

stories of the lost peoples of the world.

By Pawnee Camp
Contributing Columnist

Snow, marvelous snow!......
(Are you hearing
the train scene

quartet from White
Christmas in your head?
You’re not? Don’t you
usually go around
singing snippets of
musicals and operas
that pertain to the
moment? What? Am I
the only one?
Well…Hmmm… that’s
fuel for another article.)
Now I hear you hum-
buggers out there, listing off for
me the reasons why you will
embark upon a one man crusade if
necessary to inform the world of
the negative aspects of snow. I, on
the other hand, am on an equally
loyal crusade to bring the experi-
ence of snow to a new high among

the people of planet earth! Snow!
What an incredible creation! God
had a great day in the creation
workshop the day He thought up

snow. Can’t you just
see Him up there
now, in conference
with the angels……..

“Okay now, let
me run this past you
for effect. I’m think-
ing white, sparkling,
each one unique,
falls ever so delicate-
ly through the air in
winter, amasses into
one stunning mantle
of glittering purity

and reflection of my sun, light and
yet heavy in quantity, easily
sculpted by wind but able to be
balled up and thrown around for
fun, capable of stopping every-
thing and everyone so that they’ll
take time to notice me and the
beauty I’m offering for their eyes

to behold. So, what do you think?
I think it’s one of my most alluring
creations so far. I hope they’ll see it
for what I intend.”                             

Alright, I may let my imagina-
tion get a little carried away at
times, but that’s the fun of it! It’s
fun to wonder, what could God
have been thinking? I bet He was
thrilled with the expectation of
your excitement at His gift. Maybe
He really did want to create some-
thing that would slow the world
down a bit, perhaps give us the
necessary motivation to take: Time
to snuggle ‘neath a patchwork
quilt before a roaring fire with a
cup of cocoa (it’s not just for story-
books and Hallmark movies any-
more). Time for a little one-on-one
with the kids, behind a giant wall
of snow, armed with ammunition
that brings screams of delight.
Time for a slippery slope and wet
through and through snowpants.
Time for oos and ahs at the sheer

beauty of it dancing in the air.
Time for silent walks through the
falling white. Time for a bit of “art
101 al fresco” as you roll up a truly
inspiring snowman. Time for a
good book read while laying
around in the most comfortable
PJ’s you can find with some won-
derfully smultzy music playing in
the background. Time to just sit at
the window, and with no place
you must run off to, simply soak
in the sight of God The Creator at
work on a display meant to please
the eyes of His children.  

There will always be a negative
side to everything. Why not try to
see things instead through the
eyes of a giving God, bent on
showing His love for us in so
many different ways throughout
the year that surely each and every
person would see His love some-
how in at least one of them. Look!
He’s smiling at you! I just saw His
reflection in a snowflake.

Walking In the Wind: Snow. Snow. Snow. Snow...

“

”
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By Karen L. Willoughby

[Editor's note: This is the last in a
series of four articles on The
Church and the Law. Previous
articles have covered personnel
and First Amendment issues.]

BINGHAMTON, N.Y. –– The
Church at Pierce Creek here in
1992 challenged then-presidential
candidate Bill Clinton's stance on
abortion, homosexuality and sexu-
al abstinence outside of marriage.

They did so in a paid adver-
tisement in USA
Today and the
Washington Times.
They did so with
scripture verses
supporting their
position.

As a result,
the Church on
Pierce Creek in
1995 became the
first church in
U.S. history to
lose its tax-
exempt status for taking a moral
stand, according to The American
Center for Law and Justice
(ACLJ). The IRS determined the
church violated an IRS code that
prohibits groups receiving tax-
deductible contributions from par-
ticipating in politics that favor (or
castigate) one party, candidate or
slate of candidates.

A federal court in 1999 upheld
the IRS decision but clarified what
churches can and cannot do with-
out jeopardizing tax-exempt sta-
tus. Courts also have clarified the
law on street preaching, singing
and praying in public, religious
displays, tract distribution and
public protesting.

“The law is clear that a pastor
can preach on moral issues and
issues that might be deemed to be
political so long as the church
does not endorse a particular can-
didate for office,” said Randy
Singer, an attorney, executive vice
president of the SBC's North
American Mission Board, and
member of the ACLJ board of
advisers.

What the ACLJ labels a ‘bad
law’ dates to 1954, when Lyndon
B. Johnson tacked an amendment
to a tax code revision that was
under consideration by the Senate. 

“The amendment, which pro-
hibits all non-profit groups –
including churches -- from engag-
ing in political activity without
losing their tax-exempt status,
passed with no debate," reported
Joe Johnson in a May 2002 article
for CSNNews.com. "It was later
learned that Johnson introduced
the amendment in response to
two non-profit, anti-communist
organizations opposing his pri-
mary re-election in Texas.”

Free Speech
The First Amendment protects

churches’ right to speak and dis-
tribute materials on moral issues
and poliltical matters, though

some in recent years have tried to
intimidate pastors and churches
with the threat of loss of tax-
exempt status, according to an
open letter on the issue published
on ACLJ's website: www.aclj.org.

“A primary purpose of the
church is to influence the culture
through advocacy of moral
issues,” the ACLJ open letter
asserts, with supporting documen-
tation. “Under current tax law,
churches may not speak out on the
moral qualifications of candidates
for public office.”

Churches may form separately
incorporated 501(c)4 organizations
which may in turn form political
action committees that are free to
participate in political campaigns,
the open letter continues, with
additional clarification to help
churches and pastors understand
the legal parameters.

Voter Guides
Churches may distribute voter

guides, but must follow strict
guidelines to ensure the docu-
ments are free from bias. The open
letter explains the specifics.

“Stated differently, under IRS
guidelines, churches are free to
discuss the moral issues of the day
and also register persons to vote as
long as they do not support or
oppose a particular candidate or
political party,” the ACLJ's open
letter states. ”Again, whether the
IRS restrictions are truly constitu-
tional is, in our view, highly
doubtful.”

Churches also have the right to
engage in a limited amount of lob-
bying activity, as long as that lob-
bying does not constitute a ‘sub-
stantial’ part of the churches’ total
activities, the open letter concludes
with supporting documentation.

Street Preaching
Street preaching, singing and

praying in public, religious dis-
plays, tract distribution and public
protesting in front of abortion clin-
ics and the like are related ‘free
speech’ concerns.

“The First Amendment to the
United States Constitution says,
‘Congress shall make no law ...
abridging the freedom of speech
...,” wrote ACLJ's chief counsel Jay
Sekulow in the document,
Knowing Your Rights, found on
www.aclj.org. “The Fourteenth
Amendment says, 'nor shall any
State deprive any person of life,
liberty, or property, without due
process of law ....”

“The Supreme Court has ruled
that these two parts of the
Constitution severely limit the
power of federal, state and local
governments to interfere with
speech activities on sidewalks,
streets and in parks,” Sekulow
continued. 

“As long as you are giving
away your literature for free, and
you aren't panhandling for dona-
tions, you are engaging in the
most protected form of speech,”
Sekulow said. “That does not
mean you will never have prob-

lems. It often takes a
strongly worded letter
to attorneys or the city
or county involved to
resolve the problem.”

‘Loitering’ also is
not a valid charge
because loitering indi-
cates ‘no legitimate pur-
pose or business’ for
being in a certain place,
the attorney continued.

“Your evangelism
activities are a legiti-

mate purpose for standing on a
sidewalk,” Sekulow wrote. “Of
course you don't have the right to
barricade a sidewalk, allowing
only those who will take a tract to
pass. Your right to use sidewalks,
streets and parks is not a license
to make them unusable for oth-
ers.”

Not An Absolute Right
But regarding protesting moral

concerns in front of a business
such as an abortion clinic or
pornography theater, the Supreme
Court has said the right to engage
in expressive activities in public
places is not an absolute right and
that it ‘must be exercised in ...
peace and good order.’ Cities can
impose reasonable regulations of
time, place and manner on speech
activities, but with limitations
closely guarded by the Supreme
Court.

If a plaza, school, community
center or whatever is open for
public use and access to non-reli-
gious activities, it must also be
open to religious activities at no
greater cost than for a non-reli-
gious event. 

A nativity scene is equally pro-
tected by the Constitution. It is a
message to the public that is not
to be tampered with by govern-
ment entities who want to meddle
with the message, Sekulow wrote.
“[I]t is unlawful for religious
speech or displays to be excluded
from public property solely on the
basis of the religious nature of that
speech or display.”

Foothills Christian Fellowship
in El Cajon, Calif. is an example of
a church prevailing over a city
that had tried to restrict the
church's free speech. The city cited
the church for what the city said
was an illegal display of a banner
promoting vacation Bible school. 

“This citation against the
church came despite the fact that
there are numerous temporary

banners throughout the city and
only one permit has even been
requested this year,” said Brad
Dacus, president of Pacific Justice
Institute, a legal defense organiza-
tion specializing in religious free-
doms, which took on the case for
the church. 

“In fact, it has been reported
that there have been three cita-
tions alleging the illegal display of
temporary banners and all three
were, coincidentally, against vaca-
tion Bible schools,”  Dacus said.

The city backed down when it
was apprised of Supreme Court
rulings protecting the free speech
of religious entities, Dacus added.

Employee Rights
A Red Bluff, Calif. case still is

in process through Pacific Justice
Institute, which in May 2002 filed
a religious workplace discrimina-
tion lawsuit against the Tehama
County Department of Social
Services.

“The lawsuit was filed on
behalf of an employee who is
being prohibited by his supervi-
sors from holding lunchtime
prayer meetings in empty confer-
ence rooms, openly displaying
religious items on his desk such as
a Bible, and discussing his faith
with interested co-workers,”
Dacus explained. “When the
county allows ...  other non-work
related meetings to take place in
the workplace, it must also allow
employees wishing to pray
together a place to meet as well.
Forbidding the latter amounts to
religious discrimination and can-
not be tolerated.”

Free speech and other First
Amendment issues, employment
issues and safety concerns all
need to receive careful considera-
tion by churches, Singer said.

“These are critical areas for our
churches and there is a lot of mis-
information out there,” Singer
said. “There is a government
crackdown on the influence of the
church. We must be wise as ser-
pents and gentle as doves in our
ministries. I guarantee you that
plaintiff's attorneys who are now
sponsoring seminars on how to
sue the church, and some govern-
ment officials who are openly hos-
tile to the church, are wise as ser-
pents in using the law against the
church.

“Like the Apostle Paul, we
must never take our eyes from our
primary task of the Great
Commission,” Singer continued.
“But like the Apostle Paul, we
must also be informed about and
ready to exercise our legal rights
in order for the gospel to go for-
ward unhindered.” 

[Editor’s note: This series of 
articles was especially 

commissioned of Karen
Willoughby by the Special
Articles Committee of the

Association of 
State Baptist Papers]

Church and the law (part III):

Free speech issues
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BEGIN A RELATIONSHIP

WITH GOD

GOD’S INITIATIVE:

God sent his son, Jesus, to
die on the cross, paying the
penalty for your sins, and
promised “everyone who
believes in him will not perish
but have eternal life.” John
3:16

OUR RESPONSE:

ADMIT…that you need to be
rightly related to God.
Understand that you are 
sinner. Pride keeps us from
doing some of the most
important things in life.
Without God’s intervention,
your sin will ultimately lead
to death and eternal 
separation from God.
“No one is good –- not even

one. No one has real 
understanding; no one is 
seeking God.” Romans 3:10
“For all have sinned; all fall
short of God’s glorious 
standard.” Romans 3:23

REPENT…from your sin and
turn to God accepting by
faith His gift of salvation.
“Now turn from your sins and
turn to God, so you can be
cleansed of your sins.” Acts
3:19
“For the wages of sin is death,
but the free gift of God is eter-
nal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord.” Romans 6:23 

BELIEVE…that God’s son,
Jesus Christ, makes it 
possible for you to have a
relationship with God.  
“For God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to 
himself…” 2 Corinthians 5:19
“This is real love. It is not that
we loved God, but that he loved
us and sent his son as a sacri-
fice to take away our sins.” 
1 John 4:10

CONFESS…your sin to God.
If you want to make this
choice now, you can express
that desire to God in a
prayer similar to this one:
“Dear God, I know I am a 
sinner. I believe Jesus shed his
blood, died and rose again to
take the punishment for my sin.
I accept your offer of forgive-
ness and eternal life.  I thank
you for what you have done for
me, and I give you my life from
this day forward.”

EXPRESS…your faith 
publically. Share it with a
Christian friend or a pastor.
You will want to become
involved in a local church
where you can grow in your
knowledge of Christ.  If you
choose a Baptist church, you
will be encouraged to be 
baptized as a public 
expression of your faith.
“If you confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you
will be saved.  Anyone who
believes in him will not be dis-
appointed.” Romans 10:9; 11

DEDICATE…yourself as a
fully devoted follower of
Jesus Christ.  Receiving
God’s gift of forgiveness
through Christ will set your
life in an opposite of the one
you’ve been going. Now you
are following God.
“Jesus said to all of them, ‘If
people want to follow me, they
must give up the things they
want. They must be willing to
give up their lives daily to 
follow me.’” Luke 9:23

Scripture from the 
New Living Translation



By Tim Durkin
Development & P.R. Manager

As we reported to you in
this space two months
ago, the CareNow Family

Preservation Program coordinates
a back-to-school supply drive
every fall. We wanted to share
some of the thank-you notes that
have come into our office since
the CareNow kids went back to
school.

Baptist Family adds its own
thank you to the churches and
individuals who helped make this
Back-to-School Campaign a great
success.

Of course, time moves on and
the needs of these kids and others
like them continue. Baptist Family
is now in the middle of our

CareNow Christmas Campaign.
Churches across the Convention
have donated toys, cloth-
ing, food and funds
to help see our
CareNow families
through the holi-
days. As you read this
article, CareNow is
delivering Christmas
gifts to over 75 families
in Maryland and

Delaware.
The services of the

CareNow Family
Preservation Program
are available to any
BCM/D church. If you
or your pastor have in
mind a family that could
benefit from this kind of
material assistance,
counseling, parent edu-
cation or case
management,
please con-
tact the
manager of
CareNow,
Amy

Patrick, at
(410) 872-

1050, exten-
sion 103. 
And if you

would like to
support this great
effort, please send a
donation to Baptist
Family at the address
listed on this page. We
look forward to bring-
ing you thank-you
notes from happy
Christmas CareNow
Kids soon!
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Bob Gerstmyer
BFCS Executive Director

For more information
about BFCS, or to ask
questions or comment
on articles on this page,
please call BFCS Public
Relations Associate,
Tim Durkin at (410)
872-1050 ext. 143 

Baptist Family and

Children’s Services 
7175 Columbia 
Gateway Dr., Suite F 
Columbia, MD 21046-2537

Phone: (410) 872-1050
(800) 621-8834 
Fax: (410) 872-1047 
E-mail:
baptistfamily@baptistfamily.org
www.baptistfamily.org

Would you like to be on
our e-mail list? Send a
message to: 
baptistfamily@baptistfamily.org

By Kim Cook
Program Manager, 

Baptist Family 
Counseling Service

As part of its continuing
mission to provide timely
family-centered knowl-

edge and skills to Baptist congre-
gations in Maryland and
Delaware, Baptist Family presents
a two part seminar titled “Stress
Management in Crisis and
Disaster.”

The training will teach anyone
in a leadership and/or counseling

position how to manage the fears
and stresses that your group will
encounter in a crisis. 

In response to requests
received from churches across the
convention, Baptist Family will
offer this beginner’s training in
two sessions: January 25th and
February 2nd, 2003. The training
will take place at Baptist Family’s
offices in Columbia, Maryland.

An advanced training, which is
planned for late spring, will build
on this beginner’s session. Any
person who attends both will
receive official certification in

Critical Incident Stress
Management.

Baptist Family will offer this
training at two different price lev-
els: one for participants who want
to receive official Continuing
Education credit, and one for par-
ticipants who do not need the offi-
cial Continuing Education credit,
but who would like to gain the
skills and instruction that this train-
ing offers. 

The cost for CEU-seekers is $210.
The cost for non-CEU seekers is
$100. To register, please call Vickie
Kent at (410) 872-1050, ext. 144.

THE FAMILY CIRCUS® by Bil Keane

Reprinted in Baptist LIFE with special permission of Bil Keane.

Baptist Family offers a hearty
thanks to those who stopped by
our station at the Annual Meeting
of the BCM/D at Solomons in
November. It was truly wonder-
ful to hear so many expressions
of support and encouragement
from our brothers and sisters. A
great number of people signed
up for our mailing list and partic-
ipated in the drawing for a
Godiva Chocolate Basket, won by
Henry Hutchins of Forestville. In
addition, many churches signed
up to receive the new Baptist
Family agency video in CD-ROM
format. 

Our new video is an ideal
introduction to the work that
Baptist Family does across our
two-state Convention. 

If you did not have the chance
to sign up for the video or the
mail list, and would like to
receive more information about
Baptist Family, please contact
Vickie Kent at (410) 872-1050,
extension 144.

Don’t miss our new series of
Parenting Power classes! The
classes will take place on
Thursday nights from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. Dates: January 16, 23, 30 and
February 6, 13, 20. Cost: $80 per
person, or $150 per couple.
Contact Vickie Kent at (410) 872-
1050, ext. 100 for reservations.

It was good to see you

at the Annual Meeting!

To access the CareNow
Information & Referral
Hotline, please call (410)
872-1050, extension 113.
This line is manned
between the hours of 9
am and noon, Monday
through Friday. At all
other times, a voice mail
system collects messages.
These messages are
checked regularly
throughout business
hours.

CareNow

Information and 

Referral Hotlne

Back-to-School thank you notes

Dear Friend of CareNow,

Thank you everyone for 

allowing us to shop for our school

clothes. Amy is really nice, my

brother and I like her a lot. The

back packs are great and the 

folders and journals are neat.

Sincerely, 

Katie

Dear Friend of CareNow,

I had a really fun time picking out my clothes withMs. Colleen Thank you!

Jessica

Dear Friend of CareNow,

I humbly thank you for

my school su
pplies, 

especially the paper a
nd

pencils. 
I go through 

pencils l
ike a termite. 

Thanks again for th
e

stuff, a
s always.

John

Training for managing stress in crisis

Parenting Power 

Classes Available

in January



YOUTH PASTOR –– Liberty
Baptist Church in Lisbon,
Maryland, prayerfully seeks a
part-time Youth Pastor to direct
and coordinate overall youth min-
istry. He must be able to assume
some pulpit responsibilities and
conform to the qualifications listed
in Titus 1:7-9. Please submit
resumes to Liberty Baptist Church,
P.O. Box 9, Lisbon, MD 21765: or e-
mail liberty.Baptist@netzero.net; or
fax to (410) 489-4174.

PIANIST –– Edgewood Baptist
Church is in need of a full-time
pianist for the morning and

evening worship services. This
position requires flexibility with
song changes and an ability to
play traditional  hymns, as well as
praise music. For more details,
please contact the Church office at
410-676-5838 or Kevin Smallwood
at 410-538-8411, E-mail address:
MusicalPA@AOL.COM.

YOUTH PASTOR ––
Leonardtown Baptist Church in
Southern Maryland is accepting
resumes for a full-time Youth
Pastor. Ministry Description avail-
able at
www.leonardtownbaptist.org in
December.  Send résumés to
Leonardtown Baptist Church,
Attn: Youth Pastor Search

Committee, P.O. Box 1757,
Leonardtown, MD  20650 or email
to search@leonardtownbaptist.org 

CHILDCARE HELP ––  South
Columbia Church - Part-time posi-
tions available. Send resume to
Childcare Help, c/o SCBC, 8814
Guilford Rd, Columbia, MD 21045.

RETREAT TO THE OCEAN ––
The Baptist Retreat Center in Ocean
City is available for Fall – Spring
Retreats. We can accommodate
groups as large as 65. For more info.
Call (410) 289-6573 or check
www.OCBaptist.org.

LIN WALLBERG, SOLO
HANDBELLS –– Available for con-
certs, worship services, clinics, or
weddings. Add the beautiful touch

of handbells to your special occa-
sion. Contact: Lin Wallberg, Phone:
(301) 586-0317, E-mail:
wallberg@juno.com.

BCM/D SENIOR ADULT
FESTIVAL –– March 10-12, 2002
Ocean City, MD. Bible Study Leader:
Dr. David Lee. Call (800) 466-5290
ext. 216 for more information.
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TO PLACE AN AD
Employment

Miscellaneous

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX
YOUR AD – Deadlines are
the last Friday of each
month for the following
month’s issue. Classified
advertising is 75 cents per
word ($18.00 minimum) for
BCM/D churches and
church members; 85 cents
per word ($20.00 minimum)
for non-profit organiza-
tions; and 95 cents per
word ($25.00 minimum) for 
commercial organizations.
Word count does not
include words with two let-
ters or less. Spot color is
available for an additional
$10 per ad. Contact us for
display ad pricing. The
entire paper is also acces-
sible online at 
www.baptistlifeonline.orgFaith of a Child

presented by

A Seminar for Children’s Leaders and Parents
Led by Dr. Larry Dry, Developer of TEAMKID 

Special Gift to first 100 registrants!
Saturday, January 18, 2003
9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Baptist Center
10255 Old Columbia Road
Columbia, MD  21046

For more information, contact June Holland
800.466.5290, extension 233 or jholland@bcmd.org

NAMB missionaries appointed serve in MD/DE
ALPHARETTA, Ga. – Six mis-

sionaries with ties to Maryland or
Delaware have been appointed
by the North American Mission
Board (NAMB).

Andrew E. and Tanya L.
Ehlers serve in Bethany Beach,
Del., where Andrew Ehlers is a
church planter intern and pastor.

Ehlers, a
Milwaukee, Wisc.,
native, is a gradu-
ate of Kennesaw
Ga. State
University and
Southeastern
Baptist Theological

Seminary. He previously has
served in student evangelism for
the South Carolina Baptist
Convention and as junior high
youth director for Wildwood
Baptist Church in Acworth, Ga.
He also has worked as a campus
coach for First Priority, outreach
leader for Fellowship of Christian
athletes and Sunday school
teacher.

Tanya Ehlers is a graduate of
Carson-Newman College and
Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary, where she received the

Master of Education degree. She
will assist in the new church with
resort ministry, evangelism, and
ministry with children, youth
and college students. She previ-
ously served six years as a physi-
cal education teacher for Neuse
Baptist Christian School in Raleigh,
N.C., and earlier served as an
after-school counselor, waitress
and camp counselor. She also
served as a summer missionary in
San Diego, Calif.

Roy and Angela Jacques, both
South
Carolina
natives,
serve in
church
planting
in

Crofton, Md., where Roy Jacques is
a church planter intern and pastor.

Jacques is a graduate of
Wofford College in Spartanburg,
S.C. and a student at Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary. He
served as summer youth minister
of Rutledge Memorial Baptist
Church in Charleston, S.C., in
1996 and Ashley River Baptist
Church in Charleston in 1997.

From 1998 until 1999, he was
youth and children’s minister at
Eastside Baptist Church in
Spartanburg. For six months in
2001, he was a church planter
intern with Little Flock Baptist
Church in Louisville, Ky.

Angela Jacques is a graduate of
Converse College in Spartanburg,
S.C. She is a special education
teacher. 

Linda D. “Dawn” Yarbrough
serves as a resort missionary in
Ocean City, Md. She was
appointed under the US/C-2
program, in which young adults
serve two years in the United
States or Canada.

Yarbrough, a Texas native, is
a graduate of Ouachita Baptist
University in Arkadelphia, Ark.,

with a major in
religion. She has
served as a youth
intern at Hunter’s
Glen Baptist
Church in Plano,
Texas, and as a

summer missionary for Arkansas
Baptist Home for Children. She
also has participated in five mis-
sion trips in the United States

and led or participated in sever-
al local mission projects. She is a
member of First Baptist Church
in Garland, Texas.

Amanda Singleton serves as
a collegiate evan-
gelism missionary
in Frederick, Md.,
where she is
working with col-
lege students to
establish Baptist
Collegiate Ministries at Hood
College and Frederick
Community College. She was
appointed under the US/C-2
program, in which young adults
serve two years in the United
States or Canada.

Singleton, who considers
Seymour, Tenn., home, is a grad-
uate of the University of
Tennessee in Knoxville, with a
degree in Human Services. She
has worked as a summer church
day camp worker and a tutor at
the University of Tennessee. She
also has served as a Sojourner
(for high school students) sum-
mer missionary in Savannah, Ga.,
and as a collegiate summer mis-
sionary in East Syracuse, N.Y.

SHOULD I BUY CHRISTMAS
GIFTS ON THE INTERNET?

That’s a good question. The answer is, “it depends.” We
have nothing against the Internet. We even have a ministry
website. For most people the answer to the question is, “Sure,
buy your Christmas gifts wherever you want to.”

However, some people have a problem with the 
Internet. There are some people who are actually addicted to
the Internet. They spend so much time on it that they are no
longer connected to their family and friends.

There are others who are addicted to Internet 
pornography and spend hours trapped in an illusion of
intimacy. For these people, the best Christmas gift they could
give their loved ones would be to stay off of the Internet and
get help for their problems. We can help.

Call us today! Yes, our multi-cultural and multi-
disciplined staff will probably be counseling others when
you call. But go ahead and leave your name, number, and
where you are located. We will discreetly return your
call that day. Your insurance may pay for your time with
us. If not, we offer a subsidized fee-scale to make your
counseling with us affordable. We can help you have the
best Christmas ever! Call us right now!

800.491.5369 or 410.882.1988
www.centrepointecounseling.org
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