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By Joyce Jackson
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. — Ken 
Jordan wasn’t prepared for the 
devastating twist that life threw.

During his decades of 
ministry he was instrumental 
in creating the enrichment 
tools, “Parenting by Grace” 
and “Covenant Marriage.” 
As the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware’s consul-
tant for family ministry and 
church administration his new-

est ministry, “Hope for Home,” 
was breaking new ground in 
strengthening families and 
churches. 

He unexpectedly found 
himself on the receiving end of 
ministry.

Ken suffered a massive 
stroke last November 9th. He 
says now that through it he 
experienced first hand the God-
given power of hope and the 
healing strength of family.

Ken hadn’t been feeling 
well. A virus kept him from 

participating in the “Fall 
Festival of Marriage” in Ocean 
City that weekend. Saturday 
afternoon, he decided to 
run an errand. As he shifted 
his car into park, he real-
ized something was wrong. 
Reaching for his cell phone he 
dialed 911, but was unable to 
give the operator the address. 
Another customer walked by, 
Ken yelled for help and hand-
ed him the phone.

Even as the ambulance 
raced towards the emergency 

room, Ken had “a sense from 
God that everything was going 
to be okay.” 

“We realized through 
this that life was a gift and 
that family was what it was 
all about,” He says, “God 
strengthened our desire to 
share this hope with other 
families.”   

That divine peace and 
hope sustained Ken and his 
wife, Kathy, through those 
first difficult hours.

Medical personnel deter-
mined the stroke serious 
immediately upon Ken’s arriv-
al at Howard County Hospital. 
Further complications prompt-
ed the doctor to advise Kathy 
to call their children and ask 
them to come as quickly as 
possible.  

Morning came, Sunday 
morning, and churches began 
to pray for God’s grace and 
healing. That evening marked 
the opening of the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/
Delaware’s annual meeting 
at Solomons, Md. There, hun-
dreds gathered asking for a 
miracle from the hand of God 
and restoration for a faithful 
servant. 

At the hospital Kathy 
noticed that the attending phy-
sician became quiet each time 
she and her children talked 
about prayer and God. “Kathy, 
you told me about this prayer 
thing,” He said. 

“I don’t understand it, but 
whatever it is – you keep it 
up.” 

The Jordans personally 
experience the power of hope 

Praise at the Evangelism Conference

Tim Kaufman, Orlando, Fla., led worship at the 2003 Evangelism Conference in Ocean 
City. This year featured breakout sessions exploring forms of servant evangelism. continued on page seven

By Vivian Phillips
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

ABINGDON, Md. — Ever 
wonder about the abun-
dant life Jesus said He came 
to give? Real Life Church, 
Susquehanna Association, 
seeks nothing less than that 
its members should experi-
ence such a life.

The name and purpose 
of the new church start were 
gleaned from the last half of 
Jesus’ words in John 10:10, 
Pastor Brent Dowis said. “... I 
came that they might have life, 
and might have it abundantly.” 
The church seeks to help 
people find the life they have 
always wanted. 

In addition to gathering 
ideas from others during the 
church’s formative stages, 
“the name also came out of 
our desire to be ... authentic 

in relationships,” Dowis said. 
“We are dealing with real life 
... and real life can be messy.”

A newcomer might jok-
ingly refer to the church as 
“reel life” since it meets in a 
movie theatre for its 10 a.m. 
Sunday services. However, 
as Cindy Dowis, the pastor’s 
wife explains, “A church 
building might deter some 
with bad experiences (in 
church) whereas a theatre 
would not.” 

Catholics in the Abingdon 
and south Belair area seem 
to be drawn by Real Life’s 
ministries, although Dowis 
says no particular religious or 
age group is being targeted. 
Several Catholics are attend-
ing small group meetings in 
members’ homes, a few are 
visiting the Sunday services 
and some are among the first 
eight to accept Christ and be 

baptized into membership in 
the new church.

Small groups are referred 
to as life groups, the primary 
ministry of Real Life Church. 
The pastor defined a Life 
Group as “a neighbor reaching 
out to unchurched friends and 
co-workers ... in the home.” 
Dowis cited the results of 
recent studies showing that 
Americans are renewing their 
search for meaningful friend-
ships.

Dowis, in his pastoral 
career, has realized the value 
of developing and maintain-
ing friendships. He was a 
bi-vocational pastor while 
attending Florida Baptist 
Theological College and expe-
rienced a fruitful two-year 
ministry pastoring a small 
church in North Carolina. In 
1994 when he became a New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 

Seminary student Dowis was 
called on staff to Calvary 
Church, New Orleans.     
He served as associate pastor 
of education and outreach. 

Upon graduation three 
years later, Dowis became 
pastor of Tabernacle Church, 
Baltimore Association. 2002              
found him planning for Real 
Life Church.

It is not often that a tra-
ditional pastor like Dowis 
becomes a church planter. His 
friendships have helped sup-
port the evangelistic vision 
he was first inspired as a 
seminary student. The Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/
Delaware is funding start-up, 
equipment and salary costs 
for the first two years.  

continued on page ten

2003 SBC Annual 
Meeting preview on 
page eight!
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It’s been three months now 
since the Columbia space 
shuttle disintegrated over 

Texas as it was nearly home. 
Just this morning I once again 
heard the eloquent and faith-
ful testimony from the wife 
of Rick Husband, the shuttle 
commander. 

I first heard Mrs. Husband 
on the Monday following 
the disaster on Saturday. She 
was truly amazing. During 
that first interview, while she 
shared her faith in God, NBC 
put up a slide of one of Rick’s 

favorite scriptures: Proverbs 
3:5-6, “Trust in the Lord with 
all your heart and lean not to 
thine own understanding. In all 
thy ways acknowledge Him and 
He will direct your paths.” The 
slide of this verse stayed up 
on the TV screen for over a 
minute while she answered 
the anchor’s questions. What a 
testimony to the Word of God. 
You simply could not have 
bought a minute of time on 
national television to put up 
several verses of scripture for 
millions of dollars.

As I ponder the shuttle 
disaster, I am struck with 
the inexpressibility of my 
emotions. There simply are 
no words to explain what 
or why it happened. We are 
just reduced to silence before 
God’s sovereign purposes. 
It occurs to me that grieving 
is a lot like worship. In wor-
ship, we try to get outside of 
ourselves and concentrate on 
Him. We recognize that we 
are certainly needy and vul-
nerable and must submit our-
selves to His perfect will, even 

if it is makes no human sense. 
It’s true, His ways are not our 
ways and that’s why He is 
God and we are not! All we 
can do is trust Him complete-
ly and embrace Him through 
our worship. He is awesome 
in His ways. Someday, He 
will make it plain to us. The 
chorus writer penned these 
words:  

Our God is an awesome God.
He reigns from heaven above
With wisdom, power and love;
Our God is an awesome God!

Can grief lead us to worship?

God has given me a 
glimpse of heaven. Oh, 
it was not like what 

Paul experienced when he was 
caught up into a “third heaven” 
reported in 2 Corinthians 12. 
This was an “on earth” experi-
ence. Yet, it was heaven none-
theless. 

I was invited to par-
ticipate in our first Language 
Churches Music Celebration 
and Fellowship Dinner. I sat for 
nearly two hours listening as 
ten of our language churches 
sang praises to our Lord in 
their native languages. I could 
not understand the words 
being sung, but I could read 
clearly the expressions on each 
face and the passion of each 
heart. It was much like what 
John saw around the throne 
in heaven. In Revelation 7:9, 
John wrote, “After this I looked 
and there before me was a great 
multitude that no one could count, 
from every nation, tribe, people 
and language, standing before the 
throne and in front of the Lamb.” 
Obviously, my experience was 
not that dramatic. But I did get 
a taste of what heaven will be 
like. 

Maryland/Delaware 
Baptists are blessed. Twenty 
percent of our affiliated 
churches are language 

churches. Another 20% are 
predominantly African-
American. What a rich 
diversity! 

God’s plan 
throughout 
the ages has 
been to bring 
us all into 
one family 
through Jesus 
Christ. There 
are many 
differences 
among us, and 
we celebrate 
those differ-
ences. At the 
same time, we 
acknowledge 
our need for 
one another 
in the body of 
Christ. And 
we know 
beyond any 
doubt that in 
Christ we are 
bound togeth-
er as one body, with one Spirit, 
just as we are called to one 
hope. We have “one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father of all who is over all and 
through all and in all” (Ephesians 
4:4-6).

To whom much is given, 
much is required. Because we 

have been so blessed by God, 
Maryland/Delaware Baptists 
have work to do. We have a 
story to tell to the nations.

Our marching orders are in 
the Great Commission. Acts 1:
8 is our missions map. Disciple-
making is our priority. We have 
a love to model for our world. 
Love validates our mission. It 
adds power to our message. 
If the world can see us loving 
one another while celebrating 

our differences, then perhaps 
people can look beyond their 
own strife and prejudice to 
embrace one another in Jesus 

Christ. 
We have a 

message of peace 
for our troubled, 
war-torn world. 
Our lives in 
Christ should 
be peace signs 
pointing our lost 
world to the only 
source of true 
and lasting peace. 
And we have a 
song to rehearse. 
One day, perhaps 
very soon, we 
will stand around 
the throne of 
God with other 
brothers and sis-
ters from every 
nation, every 
tribe, and every 
language, and we 
will sing praises 

to our God who has redeemed 
us through our crucified 
and risen Lord. We need to 
practice singing together 
just like we did at the Music 
Celebration.

Praise be to God for the 
privilege of living and serving 
in such a wonderful place!

I saw a glimpse of heaven

Imagine the look a pastor’s 
wife would give her hus-
band if 3,000 friends from 

church showed up for dinner 
unexpectedly! Even the local 
take-out restaurants would 
have trouble meeting that 
urgent need. The very first 
church grew quickly from 11 
to 120 to over 3,000! How did 
the Jerusalem congregation 
manage that huge disciple-
making/fellowship need? 

Acts 2:46 reports that 
these new believers “broke 
bread in their homes and ate 
together with glad and sincere 

hearts, praising God and enjoy-
ing the favor of all the people.” 
The strategy that worked 
was to encourage Christians 
to participate in a GROUP. 
Twenty centuries later, 
groups connect you and me 
to other people who desire 
a meaningful relationship 
with Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
the church! This connection 
to others through worship, 
conversation and fellowship 
is a great way to deepen our 
discipleship. The churches in 
our multi-state convention 
offer a variety of groups for 

adults. Some of our churches 
provide Sunday School class-
es. Other congregations offer 
home groups. 

At Greenridge, we call 
them Life Groups. Our 
Life Groups may meet on 
Sunday mornings or during 
the week. Their goal is to 
practice the value of Acts 2 – 
believers need time with one 
another. Christianity relates 
us to our Lord and to his 
people. Healthy groups, then, 
encourage our participation 
in one of the most enduring 
and enjoyable aspects of bib-

lical Christianity – relation-
ships! 

The example of Jesus 
reveals his ongoing attach-
ment to groups: the twelve 
disciples, Mary, Martha and 
Lazarus and the inner circle 
of Peter, James and John. 
Ask your pastor how you 
can help expand the number 
of groups in your church. 
Join one, lead one or start 
one! The Sunday morning 
worship crowd will grow in 
number and spirit as you and 
I guide them to the invigorat-
ing experience of groups! 

Guess who’s coming to dinner?

Ten different language groups participated in the first Lan-
guage Churches Music Celebration and Fellowship Dinner 
hosted by Global Mission Church in Silver Spring, Md.
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Arundel Association

Grace Church, Pasadena, 
will have its annual Vacation 
Bible School from 6 to 8 p.m. 
on June 23 to 27.

Kathy Haupt, a member 
of Weems Creek Church, 
Annapolis, is asking other 
Weems Creek members to give 
her written copies of their per-
sonal testimony.  She is hoping 
to begin publishing them in 
the church’s newsletter.

The church will have a 
mother/daughter banquet on 
May 3. The evening includes 
a catered dinner, a special 
speaker, games and prizes.

Tom Smith pastor of Gillett 
Church in Arkansas preached 
an evangelistic crusade 
last month at First Church, 
Crofton.  Smith is also a 
chaplain in the Arkansas 
Air National Guard and is 
a former missionary to the 
Philippines. 

North Arundel Church, 
Glen Burnie, had a “disposal’ 
auction to get rid of excess 
materials left over from con-
struction and outfitting their 
new site.

Severna Park Church will 
start a “Making Peace With 
Your Past” course next month. 
The 12-unit course helps par-
ticipants identify, understand 
and come to terms with feel-
ings and problems of grow-
ing up and finding peace and 
healing in God.

Baltimore Association

Youth from First Church, 
Dundalk, worked with 
Chesapeake Habitat for 
Humanity to renovate a row 
home in a low-income area.

 The church will have a 
one-day mini-retreat at a mem-
ber’s house. The ladies will 
study the book of Ruth.  

Chalk artist Dan Ondra 
will be the guest revivalist at 
Northeast Church, Baltimore, 
on May 4 to 7.

Middle River Church, 
Baltimore, will recognize 
graduates during the morning 
services on May 18.  

The youth choir will pres-
ent the musical “Prayer of 
Jabez” in the evening.

The church’s senior adults 
met for a fellowship with a 
Hawaiian theme.

Parkville Church will 
have a Lifeway sponsored 
book fair on May 17. Books, 
cards and other items will be 
available at reduced prices. 

The church will have 
revival services May 18 to 21. 
BCM/D executive director 
David Lee will be the guest 
speaker. A nursery will be pro-
vided.

Valley Church, 
Lutherville, had a church/
community Easter Egg Hunt 
on April 13th. The children 
heard the Easter story through 
the use of resurrection eggs, 
learned the story of salva-
tion through the “Jelly Bean 
prayer” and then hunted for 
eggs on the church lawn. 

Earlier in April the church 
enjoyed a family fun day 
as they watched the movie 
“Joshua” and snacked on pop-
corn and soda. Several brought 
guests to share in this fellow-
ship time.

Blue Ridge Association

Paramount Church, 
Hagerstown, had a crazy hat 

spaghetti dinner last month 
to raise money for a local 
food bank. After eating pasta, 
judges gave prizes for the best 
decorated hats. The church col-
lected a free will offering for 
the food bank.

Virginia Avenue Church 
will have its annual fun fair on 
May 10.

  
Delaware Association

Ogletown Church will 
have a ladies spring brunch on 
May 3 in its fellowship hall. 
Sharon Bias from “A Door of 
Hope,” a local ministry serv-
ing young women, will be the 
speaker.

The church will have a 
“Wild at Heart” men’s retreat 
on May 15 and 16th. 

The Delaware Baptist 
Association’s (DBA) spring 
meeting will be at the Baptist 
Student Ministry House in 
Newark. Thom Thornton, 
BCM/D student ministry 
consultant, will be the guest 
speaker.  

Christian entertainer, Dave 
Moody, will be the guest at 
the DBA’s annual Bring a Kid 
to the Race Day on May 31 at 
Dover International Speedway. 
The program also features 
clowns, puppets, crafts, midget 
race car displays, lunch and a 
ticket to MBNA America 200 
Busch race.  Registration is $7 
for children ages 6 to 12 and 
$39 for adults if registered 
and paid for before by May 14.  
Call the DBA office, 302-741-
2488 for more information.

Delaware Korean Church, 
Bear, had revival services last 
month with Pastor John Ott. 

Truth Chapel Church, 
Elkton, celebrated its sixth 
anniversary last month with a 
luncheon.

Eighty-five people attend-
ed the church’s first coffee-
house ministry – “Hot Spot” 
(House of Truth). 

Children at Friendship 
Church, Newark, released but-
terflies on Easter Sunday. The 
kids watched the caterpillars 
crawl into their cocoons and 
change in conjunction with a 
six-week series based on Max 
Lucado’s animated character 
“Hermie,” a common caterpil-
lar, learns that he is special in 
God’s eyes. 

Bethany Church, 
Wilmington, kicked off a new 
men’s ministry last month 
with a men’s breakfast.

Eastern Association

As a part of its ongoing 
community outreach efforts, 
Marion Church, Marion 
Station, purchased 100 flower 

seed packs and stapled a cre-
atively worded gospel presen-
tation to the back of each pack.

Members stood at the busi-
est intersection in town that 
has 4-way stop signs to distrib-
ute the seed packs.

Keith Holland, pastor of 
the church, said he thinks the 
seed packets made an impres-
sion on the people in the rural, 
Eastern Shore town.

Members of First Church, 
Easton, recently delivered 
“friendship lunches” to elderly 
residents in the community.

Mid-Maryland

Mason Dixon Church, 
New Freedom, Pa., sent five 
of its members on a success-
ful mission trip to Jamaica 

in March. Ken Cademartori, 
pastor of the church, his wife 
Pat, Terry Felton, associate 
pastor of youth, and his wife 
Amanda, and one youth, 
Nicole Buckingham were 
among the 92 people from sev-
eral Southern Baptist churches 
from Tenn and Ga. who went 
to Morant Bay, Jamaica to 
participate in evangelistic out-
reach and construction in that 
area. Missions International is 
a coalition of Southern Baptist 
churches.

Teams were assigned 
an area church to conduct 
“Children’s Hour” activities 
and evangelistic services. 
There was also a construction 
crew that erected a house in 

three days that will be home 
to three widows. They visited 
many schools and were per-
mitted to present the Gospel. 

One team went to a prison 
where 16 people were saved. 
Sixty were saved in a local 
park. Overall the ministry 
resulted in 1,484 salvations and 
428 other decisions. Hundreds 
of Bibles were distributed. 
Mason Dixon hopes to send an 
even larger team next year.

Members of South 
Columbia Church, Columbia, 
hosted Winterhaven this 
spring and provided housing 
and food for 20 homeless men.

A mission team recently 
returned from a trip to 
Uganda. They worked with 
college students at Makerere 
University in Kampala and 
people in outlying villages 
under the director of Martin 
Ssempa, a Ugandan pastor.

Montgomery Association

Redland Church, 
Rockville, recently had a 
soccer clinic for elemen-
tary school-aged children 
at Redland Elementary 
School. Professional soccer 
coaches from Georgetown 
International Youth Soccer 
worked with soccer enthusi-
asts from Redland in sharing 
sports tips along with the 
Gospel.

Redland’s choir was select-
ed to perform in concert at 
the 2003 Piccolo Spoleto Arts 
Festival USA in Charleston, 
S.C. on June 7.  

Potomac

Potomac Heights Church, 
Indian Heights, has lots of 
activities planned for the sum-
mer months ahead. 

Families will enjoy movie 
night, camping, scavenger 
hunts, baseball games, game 
night, pool parties and a day at 
an amusement park.

Prince George’s Associatio

First Church, Laurel, had 
a share fair. Church members 
bid on the other members’ ser-
vices – babysitting, yard work, 
cleaning, cooking, wallpaper-
ing, painting, hair styling and 
more. The proceeds were used 
to support the youth group.

Emmanuel Church, 
Laurel, will host the annual 
Prince George’s Association 
(PGBA) meeting at 7 p.m. on 
May 13. 

Faith Church, Laurel, 
has called Marcus Russell as 
minister of youth.  Russell is 
a graduate of Mid-America 
Theological Seminary and is 
currently serving Mount Hope 

Church in Alabama.  He will 
begin his ministry at Faith on 
May 14. 

Members from Mt. 
Calvary, El Bethel, Emmanuel 
and Kettering Churches went 
on a mission trip to Guyana 
and Surinam in March. The 
team helped with building 
maintenance and evangelism 
outreaches.

  

Arundel

Baltimore

Blue Ridge

Eastern

Delaware

Mid-Maryland

Montgomery

    AssociationLIFE 

comes primarily from 

church and association 

newsletters, bulletins, 

and written reports on 

events that are sent to 

BaptistLIFE.  
     You may feel free to 

fax news to us at (410) 

290-6627 or e-mail 

to Sharon Mager at 

srmwriter@aol.com. 

      Obituaries are 

edited due to space 

restrictions.

continued on page six

Marion Church practiced servant evangelism by distributing 
free flower seeds as part of its community outreach.

Potomac

Prince George’s

On a joint mission trip with Missions International, a team 
from Mason Dixon Church, Pa. worked with children in 
Morant Bay, Jamaica.
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by Mike Fortenberry

Dr. Warren, I have never 
planted a church before.” 
“That’s okay, Mike, I have 

never parented a church plant 
before, either.”

That exchange took place 
between Bill Warren, pastor of 
Allen Memorial, and me nearly 
6 years ago, prior to the planting 
of Harvest Church in Salisbury, 
Md.  Now, after five years of pub-
lic ministry on the Eastern Shore, 
Harvest has been a tremendous 
surprise to me as I have seen the 
hand of God work in a mighty 
way.

My first request for “commit-
ted” members failed miserably. 
Nobody was quite sure whether to 
embrace this vision or not. So indi-
viduals continued to attend our 
core group meetings with a careful 
eye on what God was doing.

My first attempt at an offering 
brought the same results ($0.00). 
It was at this point that I began to 
wonder if God was in this and if I 
needed to call my parents, letting 
them know that I might be coming 
home to live with them after my 
funding ended.

But God proved Himself 
strong on our behalf. Our first 
worship service was held on April 
5, 1998, with 76 in attendance. 
Many of those in attendance were 
well-wishers, but it was still a great 
beginning. Now, in 2003 we have 
had a high attendance of 246 and 

“were” averaging over 200 every 
week.

I repeat: we were averaging 
over 200 every week, until we 
“gave birth” ourselves. As I write 
this, Vineyard Church is in process 
of preparing for its first public 
worship experience in April. This 
first child birthing experience has 
been, and promises to be, an excit-
ing adventure that we believe will 
bring many into a saving faith in 
Jesus Christ.

How did we get to this point 
at Harvest?

First of all, the leadership of 
our parent church and associa-
tion was “out of this world.”  Bill 
Warren exhibited the most unself-
ish leadership a pastor could have 
in parenting a church. He will-
ingly gave away the resources of 
people, money and the use of their 
facilities. There was NO person 
who prayed for me personally 
more than Bill. I have always said 
to those who ask, we had the ideal 
“parent to child” relationship. 
The support and leadership were 
incredible. And all the while, we 
were never encouraged or forced 
to become anything other than 
what God intended for our church.

Alongside Warren was my 
good friend Stan Beall. Stan was 
the model director of missions 
(DOM). He was a great encourager, 
motivator, mentor and prayer part-
ner in the process.

As my DOM for the first 
critical years of our ministry, he 

championed our cause so much 
that my whole association seemed 
to be cheering me on constantly. 
Stan seemed to be able to obtain 
resources for Harvest that I could 
only dream about.

My life has been forever 
marked by Bill and Stan. The debt 
I owe them for helping Harvest 
become a Christ-focused church 
that is winning many to Christ 
today is huge. It was because of 
their Kingdom focus that our 
church had the “ideal” planting 
relationship between the parent 
congregation, association and new 
plant.

We all have heard that church 
planting is the most effective 
method of evangelism today. All 
statistics and information contin-
ues to confirm this fact. Another 
fact that has become obvious to 
me is that the Baptist Convention 
of Maryland/Delaware leads the 
way in this area. Because of an 
incredible infrastructure that has 
been created over the years, our 
planters have available to them a 
support network that is producing 
success after success.

Our own partnership with 
the BCM/D has been no differ-
ent. Every time we had a need, 
they were there to help as much 
as they could. My early years of 
church planting here in the BCM/
D were spent in relationship with 
Jimmy Jackson, formerly BCM/D 
consultant for church planting. 
Jimmy found me resources that 

ranged from funding to people 
to partnering churches in Miss. 
Once again, we reaped a great 
harvest as a result of such an 
incredible partnership with a con-
vention that is so committed to 
church planting.

There are not enough pages 
available to tell our story com-
pletely. However, one last thought 
must be shared. As we believe 
that church planting is indeed the 
best evangelistic tool for today, 
the Harvest family is committed 
to reaching our community, and 
beyond, to the best of our ability. 
At Harvest, we have a Kingdom 
mindset that goes beyond our 
own walls.

What I am saying is, we are 
already “expecting” again!!! Soon 
you will be hearing of another 
exciting church start in Fruitland, 
Md., which our church will have 
the privilege of parenting! Our 
heart and passion is this: more 
churches, more salvations and an 
ever-enlarging Kingdom of God. 
It just doesn’t get any better than 
this!

[Rev. Mike Fortenberry serves 
as pastor of Harvest Church in 

Salisbury, Md., and is a member 
of the Church Planting Team of the 
BCM/D. For more information on 

what is written here, or to find out 
how your church can be involved in 

the same process, contact Mike at 
mike@harvesttbc.com or at 

(410) 341-4384.]

Churches partner to plant new churches

By June Holland

Over 200 people drove up 
South Mountain for the 
2002 ‘Skycroft Horizons: 

Expanding Your Church’s Vision,’” 
wrote Sharon Mager in Baptist 
Life, August 2002 Issue.

Persons came from many 
churches with a common pur-
pose––to discover practical and 
proven ideas, techniques and 
resources for use in their Christian 
educational programs and to pro-
vide quality training for those who 
minister in their churches.

The new year has begun! 
The snow has come (and gone!) 
The robins are returning. So get 
ready for “Skycroft Horizons 
2003: Equipping Your Church’s 
Leaders.”

When asked about Skycroft 
Horizons, David Lee, executive 
director of the Baptist Convention 
of Maryland/Delaware said, 
“We are constantly evaluating 
the resources provided for our 
Maryland and Delaware congre-
gations. One of our core values 
is excellence. We are committed 
to providing the very best train-
ing and consulting possible. Our 
churches deserve that. Effective 
Kingdom service in this region 
demands it. Skycroft Horizons 
2003 provides you and your 
church an excellent opportunity 
to equip leaders for effective ser-
vice. Sunday School leaders will 
dialogue with impacting local 
and national trainers. You can 
investigate the growing of small 
group ministry. Take advantage 
of cutting edge innovations in 
technology, disciplemaking and 
family ministry.”

A trained spiritual army 
is required for your church 
to accomplish the Great 
Commission. Here is a tremen-
dous opportunity to gather your 
troops in one location at one time 
for updates, basic and advanced 
training and spiritual encourage-
ment. 

The theme of the conference 
is “Equipping Your Church’s 
Leaders.“

Jerry B. Kirkland, First 
Church, Mt. Rainier writes: 
“Who would think that an over-
night teacher training could 
be so beneficial in ministry? I 
have participated in the Sunday 
School Training Conference at 
Skycroft for a number of years. 
The first time I attended I was 
just a regular children’s teacher 
searching for better ways to meet 
the needs of my students. Now I 
serve as Sunday School director 
at First Church of Mt. Rainier. The 
training, the fellowship, and the 
Spiritual growth at this confer-
ence has been a blessing to my 
ministry. Each time I attend, I 
learn something new not only 
from the session leaders but from 
the conference participants as 
well.”

There will be more than 
40 conference choices this year. 
Important focus areas include: 
evangelism, Sunday School Bible 
teaching, family ministry, dis-
ciple making, special education, 
technology, deacons, ministers of 
education, pastors, senior adults, 
prayer, student ministries and 
church planting

Cheryl Youngbar, Colgate 
Church writes: “Skycroft 
Horizons is a resource that has 

been a blessing to my ministry. I 
am always looking for fresh, new 
and innovative ways to reach and 
teach teens. The age appropri-
ate group training brings new 
approaches in teaching and disci-
plining. The conference leaders are 
trained in the newest techniques 
and learning styles that make 
the conferences life impacting. It 
is encouraging to dialogue with 
others that may be experiencing 
or have experienced the same situ-
ations that are occurring in my 
ministry. 

“This has not only helped 
my ministry as director of student 
ministries at Colgate Church, but 
it has also helped me as a BCM/D 
Bible teaching resource team mem-
ber. I also encourage attendees 
to attend church related classes. 
This has allowed me to receive 
training in other areas, such as 
Sunday School/VBS director of the 
Baltimore Association.

“The Horizons conference 
also allows my husband and I 
to get away from every day life 
and worship with fellow believ-
ers that are concerned for mul-
tiplying God’s Kingdom. God is 
doing great and powerful things 
through Skycroft Horizons, don’t 
miss out on this great opportunity 
to become refreshed mentally, 
spiritually, and physically.”

The conference is set up to 
accommodate the persons who are 
unable to attend both days. The 
five conference sessions are inde-
pendent of each other. Registrants 
can attend either Friday or 
Saturday and be equipped in 
church ministries and strategies.

Lynn Reamy, First Church, 
Kent Island writes, “The Skycroft 

training conference offers a a 
variety of topics to choose from, 
and I enjoy looking at common 
problems from a new and dif-
ferent perspective. I also look 
forward to making new friends 
and renewing old friendships. I 
have attended the Skycroft train-
ing conference for many years 
and it is definitely a mountain-
top experience and one can not 
help coming away refreshed and 
renewed.”

A special feature will be the 
emphasis on Hope for Home. Ken 
Jordan, consultant for family 
ministry and church administra-
tion will be a keynote speaker on 
this topic.

LifeWay Christian Bookstore 
will set up a full bookstore on–
site during the conference. One of 
the highlights of the conference 
will be the Friday evening wor-
ship time. The music will be a 
blessing to all as God is praised. 
Brian Sunderly, Heartland 
Church, is the worship leader for 
the conference. 

Your church may want 
to stay Saturday afternoon to 
do some church planning for 
2004. We encourage you to meet 
through the afternoon.
Registration for this conference 
is due before July 18, 2003. Early 
Bird deadline is July 7, 2003. 

Contact your Sunday School 
director or pastor for information 
and registration forms. You may 
also call June Holland, BCM/D 
consultant for Bible teaching at 
(800) 466-5290 ext. 233, or Gail 
Noda, ministry assistant at ext. 
218. Updates on various confer-
ence sessions and topics can be 
seen at www.yourbcmd.org.

Skycroft Horizons 2003: “Equipping Your Church Leaders”

June Holland

Consultant for 

Sunday School

“Our heart and 
passion is this: 
more churches, 
more salvations and 
an ever-enlarging 
Kingdom of God. It 
just doesn’t get any 
better than this!”

“Skycroft 
Horizons is a 
resource that has 
been a blessing 
to my ministry. I 
am always looking 
for fresh, new and 
innovative ways...”
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By Ellen Udovich

Signs of the changing sea-
sons are all around us: 
the robins on the lawn, 

the daffodils in the garden 
and the annoying sound of 
the ice cream truck parked up 
the street. But that cheerful ice 
cream vendor has something to 
teach us about missions! Rather 
than waiting for hungry people 
to find their way into a store to 

purchase ice cream, he loads up 
his truck with tempting treats 
and then heads out to find the 
people. And even though we 
normally pass by the ice cream 
aisle in our grocery store, we 
can’t help but try “just one” 
when the little white truck is 
parked so conveniently in our 
neighborhood.

Many, many lost people do 
not attend church because they 
have no idea they need Christ. 
Summertime provides us with 
many opportunities to take the 
message of Christ out to where 
they are. Through winsome acts 
of kindness, well-planned activ-
ities for children and variety of 
intentional encounters, we can 
begin to develop witnessing 
relationships and plant gospel 
seeds in the lives of our neigh-

bors. We may be the first “taste” 
of Christ that these lost people 
have experienced. 

Here are just a few of the 
ways your church might reach 
out to unchurched people in 
your community:
• Vacation Bible School and 
beyond: Your church is prob-
ably already focusing its atten-
tion on inviting unchurched 
children to VBS this year. In 
addition, consider leading a 

second VBS or Backyard Bible 
Club in an apartment complex, 
community center or the back-
yards of your members. When 
you are finished with your VBS 
materials and decorations, share 
them with another church in 
your association (offer to share 
a few workers with them as 
well—almost every church can 
use extra teachers and helpers 
at VBS time).
• Block Parties: Block parties 
and Fun Fairs are non-threat-
ening ways to introduce your 
church to your neighbors. Plan 
a variety of activities such as 
games, storytelling, entertain-
ment and food. Invite guests to 
register for door prizes—these 
information cards can be used 
later for follow-up. Have Bibles 
or Jesus videos available for 

those who are interested. Set 
up a “listening booth” for those 
who need to talk to someone 
about whatever is on their 
minds. Train volunteers in lis-
tening, praying and witnessing 
skills.
• Community events: Does 
your community hold an 
annual Fourth of July parade, 
watermelon festival, county fair 
or other special event? Sponsor 
a booth for baby-changing, 

face painting or giving away 
cold bottled water. How about 
simply setting up several rock-
ing chairs in a shady spot for 
people who just need to “sit a 
spell?” Offer literature about 
the church, Bibles, Jesus videos 
or whatever seems appropri-
ate for the event. This may not 
be a venue for winning dozens 
of people for Christ, but this 
is an excellent opportunity to 
make that “first contact” with 
unchurched people.
• Servanthood evangelism: 
How can you demonstrate 
God’s love to the people of your 
community? What about giv-
ing away cold water at the local 
recreation field? Contact the 
local senior center about pro-
viding lawn services for elderly 
persons. Contact the local rehab 

center about building wheel-
chair ramps for people in your 
area. Provide simple home 
repairs for single mothers in the 
neighborhood. Take homemade 
cookies and lemonade to the 
police station or firehouse. Host 
a “fun fair” in a local nursing 
home with balloons, games 
and entertaining activities. 
Whatever you choose to do, 
find a simple, friendly way to 
convey the message that “God 
loves you and so do we.”

Here are some ways to be 
involved in ministry beyond 
your own community:
• Construction: Assist a sister 
BCM/D church with construc-
tion or renovation needs.
• Cookies: Bake homemade 
cookies for the Delaware 
Association’s ministry to 
NASCAR fans. Several hundred 
thousand cookies are needed 
for the weekends of May 30-
June 1 and September 19-21.
• Church Starts: Many new 
churches around our conven-
tion need one-day mission 
teams to help with block par-
ties, prayer walking or other 
special events. 
• Resort Ministry: If you are 
vacationing in Ocean City this 
summer, drop off a case of 
bottled water at Ocean City 
Church. Volunteers use the 
water to open conversations 
with fishermen and lifeguards. 
If your church is looking for 
a mission trip not to far from 
home, consider Ocean City as 
a mission destination. Teams 
of volunteers are needed every 
week of the summer to lead 
Surf and Sand Clubs in camp-
grounds, evangelistic campfire 
services and other recreational 
ministry opportunities. Housing 
is available through the 
church’s retreat center.

These are just a few of the 
many creative ways Maryland/
Delaware churches are reach-
ing out to lost people in our 
area. Let us know how you are 
ministering in your commu-
nity—we want to share those 
great ideas with others!

Summer mission ideas for 2003 require creativity

By John Faris

For the past month or 
more, our lives have been 
saturated with the sights 

and sounds of war. There have 
been images of pain, suffering, 
compassion, joy, heartbreak, 
defeat, liberation and victory. 
But even in victory there has 
been a very high cost—the 
loss of human life—both 
American and Iraqi. 

Watching all of this week 
after week, it has been easy 
for us to get wrapped up in 
the battle for Iraq, the pursuit 
of the enemy, Saddam and the 
awesome power of the United 
States military. But Ephesians 
6:10-12 reminds us quickly 
that the real battlegrounds are 
the hearts of people, the more 
insidious enemy is Satan and 
the ultimate power source is 
the Lord God Almighty.

In Maryland/Delaware, 
we are waging spiritual war-

fare for the hearts and souls of 
people—some 4 million per-
sons who are lost and dying 
without Jesus Christ. These 
are destined to an eternity in 
Hell, where every day there 
is torment worse than we can 
even imagine.

We have prayed for 
years for a mighty move-
ment of God and it is hap-
pening! God has begun a 
church planting movement 
in Maryland/Delaware as a 
bulwark against the forces 
of evil. Maryland/Delaware 
Baptists planted 21 new 
churches in 2001, 30 new 
churches in 2002, and 12 new 
churches since January this 
year, putting us on track for 
45 to 50 new churches this 
year. And the movement is 
growing daily. God is mov-
ing in power!

Now it is the time for 
God’s people to move in 
power! Baptists must step 

forward and commit to under 
gird this mighty movement 
of God with real dollars. The 
Legacy of Faith campaign 
has been very successful so 
far with over $5 million in 
commitments, but we are 
only half way there. We need 
commitments for $1 million 
a year for the next five years. 
How do we do it? By every 
individual Baptist and every 
church playing a part.

We need only 100 donors 
to commit to give or raise 
$5,000 a year for five years 
and 1,000 donors to give $500 
a year for five years. Simple 
enough if everyone gets 
involved!

Another way you can 
help is to support Legacy of 
Faith: the Musical benefit 
concert on Saturday, June 
28. The concert will feature 
the BCM/D Festival Choir 
under the direction of guest 
conductor, Joseph Martin, 

who has written this musi-
cal entitled Legacy of Faith. 
Tickets for the concert are by 
donation and all proceeds 
and pledges will go to the 
Legacy of Faith campaign 
fund. The concert will be at 
the Maryland Hall for the 
Creative Arts in Annapolis 
from 7–9 p.m. For tickets or 
for more information contact 
Theresa Sassard at (800) 466-
5290, ext. 204.

If you need more infor-
mation call me, John Faris, at 
(800) 466-5290, ext. 203. We 
have free videos and CD’s 
that explain Legacy of Faith. 
I am also available to visit 
you or your church group 
personally. We can even take 
your financial commitment 
over the phone!

Remember where the 
battle is and join God in 
this mighty movement of 
His Spirit here in Maryland 
and Delaware!

Legacy of Faith campaign continues to win the battle

Ellen Udovich

Consultant for Lay 

Mobilization

John Faris

Director of Finance
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By Iris White
Associate Editor

ROCKVILLE, Md. — A 
man well equipped to lead, 
Ron Blankenship served as 
pastor, church planter and full 
time hospice chaplain before 
hearing God’s call to become 
the director of missions of 
Montgomery Association 
(MBA). He ministers out of a 
pastoral and church planting 
background with a pastor’s 
heart. He has worked in a 
variety of places: small towns, 
rural, suburban and transi-
tional areas and in a variety 
of churches: traditional, 
blended, contemporary, litur-
gical and high church.

To Blankenship, the MBA 
was like an open door to 
Maryland in the church plant-
ing movement and Maryland/
Delaware is an open door to 
the Northeast. “No other state 
convention is doing more in 
the area of church planting 
than our multi-state conven-
tion. David Jackson, [Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/
Delaware (BCM/D) consultant 
for church planting, church 
restarts and language church-
es, is motivating and guiding 
us with innovative ideas.”

“Many of our congrega-
tions have no idea of the 
resources that are available 

to them, such as deacon 
resources, church growth 
resources and knowledge-
able consultants,” said 
Blankenship. He sees educat-
ing the congregations as an 
important aspect of his role. 

Several years ago before 
Blankenship became direc-
tor of missions, the associa-
tional structure of MBA was 
changed from a committee-
driven structure to Priority 
Ministry Teams. This new 
team structure better fits the 
busy lifestyles of members 
and pastors. The teams are 
organized in four areas:
1) Start new work (church 

planting)
2) Strengthen existing 

churches (congregational 
development)

3) Involve churches in coop-
erative ministries

4) Encourage ministerial 
and other church staff
“Church planting and 

congregational development 
are not mutually exclu-
sive,” Blankenship said. 
“Reproducing churches are 
growing churches. It helps to 
have a vision beyond them-
selves.”

Ron Larson, BCM/D 
consultant for parent church 
network, was instrumental 
in educating the congrega-
tions about becoming par-
ent churches. “We now have 
eight churches involved in 
the parent church movement 
in some way,” Blankenship 
said.

“Parent churches do 
more than just give money,” 
Blankenship explained. 
“They provide prayer sup-
port, share their membership 
and sometimes even bring 
the church planter and his 
family into the member-
ship for brief period of time. 
When churches reach out, the 
Lord blesses their efforts.”

Montgomery Association 
is comprised of 48 congrega-
tions of which a majority are 
ethnic. These include include 
Korean, Hispanic, Vietnamese, 
Chinese, Philippine, Haitian, 
and African American 
churches. In addition, the first 
Japanese church in the area 
will be started this year.

Eight congregations are 
presently seeking affiliation 
with MBA. A process has 
been established to qualify 
these congregations. They 
must go through a “watch-
care” process for one year. 
The MBA credentials commit-
tee guides the congregations 
through this process with four 
basic requirements: they must 
give to missions, participate in 
associational work, develop a 
doctrinal statement and draft 
a constitution and by-laws.

Blankenship has noticed 
a significant increase in com-
bined giving since he began 
sending a quarterly statement 
to each congregation detail-
ing the giving of all of the 
congregations. In the mailing, 
he also includes a sermon out-
line on stewardship to raise 
awareness of the association 
and he outlines how the con-
gregations can benefit from 
supporting the association.  
Cooperation from the church-
es in submitting the Annual 
Church Profile (ACP) data has 
also increased as a by-product 
of this effort.

Blankenship believes that 
one reason cooperation among 
the congregations is growing 
is because of the inclusion of 
ethnic pastors in leadership 
positions in the association. 
Ethnic pastors lead two of the 
four ministry teams.

The MBA ministers meet 
monthly in different churches 
to share lunch, listen to a 
speaker and participate in a 
time of prayer. This fellowship 

has grown from just a handful 
of ministers to about 20. It is 
a time to interact and pray for 
and with each other. “This is 
a great group of ministers in 
our association,” Blankenship 
said.

Keeping up with so many 
congregations is not an easy 
task. Blankenship says he is 
very fortunate to have Sherrie 
Riggs as the missions office 
manager for MBA. She han-
dles day-to-day administra-
tive operations and serves as 
bookkeeper, receptionist and 
sometimes counselor when he 
is out of the office. “Sherrie 
is highly respected and very 
knowledgeable about associa-
tion work,” Blankenship said.

The directors of mis-
sions throughout the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/
Delaware work together, 
meeting regularly for fellow-
ship, to share concerns and to 
pray. 

“We are not isolated; we 
are part of the big picture. I 
draw from resources of others 
and vice versa. We are never 
too wise or too big to think 
that we do not need anyone 
else. It is biblical to cooper-
ate and to share resources,” 
Blankenship said.

Looking toward the 
future, Blankenship envisions 
joining together with other 
associations to plan training 
events at both the association 
and convention levels. 

“More regional training 
events are needed across the 
convention,” Blankenship 
said. 

His goal is to have a new 
association building, which 
would house offices and a 
multipurpose room for train-
ing, fellowship and Jumpstart 
new church meetings. Within 
the next ten years, he hopes to 
have 40 new congregations in 
place or underway in MBA.

Blankenship talks about Montgomery Association

Twenty-three people from 
the Prince George’s Association 
were in Okla. until May 3 to 
conduct a women’s conference, 
pastoral training and building 
maintenance projects.

Whitehall Church, 
Accokeek, will have an 
undersea/scuba themed 
Vacation Bible School from 9 
a.m. to noon on June 23 to 27.

Anthony Daniels is the 
interim pastor of First Church, 
Suitland.  Daniels formerly 
served as associate minister 
at Faith Missionary Church, 
Capitol Heights.

Susquehanna

Girls in Acteens from 
Towne Church, Joppatown, 
had a rock-a-thon and jump-
a-thon last month to raise 
money to help pay for a trip 
to Nashville for the National 
Acteens Conference. They’re 
also cooking dinners one 
Wednesday a month as a fund-
raiser.

Oak Grove Church, Bel 
Air, has a Bible study on 
Fridays for single adults who 
can’t make it to Sunday Bible 
study. They meet for a bring-
your-own dinner/snack at 6:30 
p.m. then begin their lesson at 
7 p.m.

The church is in the midst 
of a “Health First” program 
for wellness and weight loss 
through June 12. Participants 
meet weekly. 

First Church, North East, 
collected health care supplies 
for homeless people in Cecil 
County. Members gathered 
towels and wash cloths, combs, 
toothpaste, shampoo, soap and 
deodorant.

The church’s Women on 
Mission group will have a 
Victorian tea for their May 
meeting.

Western Association

Second Church, 
Cumberland, has a mis-
sion team preparing to go to 
Puebla, Mexico, in July. The 
church will minister with 
Pastor Javier and Restoration 
Church.  

Second is preparing for its 
Vacation Bible School in the 
evenings from June 28 to July 2. 

 
Miscellaneous

God’s Trucking Ministry 
needs a volunteer to preach 
on Wednesday nights at 
the Jessup truck stop on 
Washington Boulevard. 
Anyone interested should call 

chaplain “Hoppy” Hopkins, 
(410) 799-0018 or email him at 
gtmj@wecare.org.

Betty Allen, wife of 
Fletcher Allen, a former editor 
of BaptistLIFE, died of cancer 
on March 25. The Allens left 
Maryland and moved to to 

Tennessee, where Allen began 
editing the Tennessee Baptist 
state paper. He is now retired 
and living near Nashville.

continued from page threeBEGIN A RELATIONSHIP 

WITH GOD

GOD’S INITIATIVE:

God sent his son, Jesus, to die 
on the cross, paying the penalty 
for your sins, and promised 
“everyone who believes in him 
will not perish but have eternal 
life.” John 3:16

OUR RESPONSE:

ADMIT…that you need to be 
rightly related to God. Under-
stand that you are 
sinner. Pride keeps us from do-
ing some of the most important 
things in life.  Without God’s 
intervention, your sin will 
ultimately lead to death and 
eternal 
separation from God.
 “No one is good –- not even 
one. No one has real 
understanding; no one is 
seeking God.”  Romans 3:10
“For all have sinned; all fall 
short of God’s glorious 
standard.” Romans 3:23

REPENT…from your sin and 
turn to God accepting by faith 
His gift of salvation.
“Now turn from your sins and 
turn to God, so you can be 
cleansed of your sins.”  Acts 
3:19
“For the wages of sin is death, 
but the free gift of God is eter-
nal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” Romans 6:23 

BELIEVE…that God’s son, 
Jesus Christ, makes it 
possible for you to have a 
relationship with God.  
“For God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to 
himself…” 2 Corinthians 5:19
“This is real love. It is not that 
we loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his son as a 
sacrifi ce to take away our sins.”  
1 John 4:10

CONFESS…your sin to God.  
If you want to make this choice 
now, you can express that de-
sire to God in a prayer similar 
to this one:
“Dear God, I know I am a 
sinner. I believe Jesus shed his 
blood, died and rose again to 
take the punishment for my sin. 
I accept your offer of forgive-
ness and eternal life.  I thank 
you for what you have done for 
me, and I give you my life from 
this day forward.”

EXPRESS…your faith 
publically. Share it with a Chris-
tian friend or a pastor.  You will 
want to become involved in 
a local church where you can 
grow in your knowledge of 
Christ.  If you choose a Baptist 
church, you will be encouraged 
to be baptized as a public 
expression of your faith.
“If you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved.  Anyone who 
believes in him will not be dis-
appointed.” Romans 10:9; 11

DEDICATE…yourself as a 
fully devoted follower of Jesus 
Christ.  Receiving God’s gift 
of forgiveness through Christ 
will set your life in an opposite 
of the one you’ve been going. 
Now you are following God.
“Jesus said to all of them, ‘If 
people want to follow me, they 
must give up the things they 
want. They must be willing to 
give up their lives daily to 
follow me.’” Luke 9:23 

Scripture from the 
New Living Translation

Western
Susquehanna

Miscellaneous

Obituary
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Come see our complete 

line of new 2003 Vacation

Bible School programs.
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Ken survived the first few 
difficult days but discouraging 
news followed. One physician 
explained that Ken would 
never preach again, he might 
not work again and that while 
his thought processes were 
intact, his ability to communi-
cate was compromised. 

Kathy prayed like never 
before. She knew the “Hope 

for Home” ministry needed 
Ken’s direction. God gave 
him this vision and it was just 
beginning to have an impact 
on families and churches.

“How then could this 
come to fruition with Ken 
disabled? God would not have 
brought Ken this far with this 
vision and then leave it,” she 
said. 

Kathy asked God for 
direction and encouragement. 
The phone began to ring con-
tinually into the night and 
again the next day as family 
and friends responded. Kathy 
had asked God for direction 
and He had answered.  She 
knew God was real and at 
work

The tables turned as the 
Jordans drew strength from 
those to whom they had pre-
viously ministered. 

“This is what ‘Hope for 
Home’ is all about,” Kathy 
said. Families must be 
empowered to care for each 
other while the church sup-
ports each facet of family life. 

“Strong families pro-
duce a strong church,” She 
explained. “The health of the 
family determines the health 
of the church.” “Hope for 
Home” touches these families 
where they are, providing 
insight and encouragement for 
life’s trials and opportunities.

Each step of Ken’s recov-
ery shattered barriers that 
medical wisdom said he could 
never conquer. He completed 
physical therapy within a few 

months. While he continues 
other therapies his physicians 
are amazed and say he is 
headed towards full recovery. 
Occasionally a word loses its 
way between Ken’s brain and 
his tongue, but even this is 
improving. His progress is so 
profound that co-workers refer 
to him as a walking miracle. 

“It is dramatically dif-
ferent being on the receiving 
end of ministry,” Ken said. 
“Churches, pastors, family 
and friends have been there 
with us the whole time. The 
prayers and cards of encour-
agement meant so much more 
to us than I could have known 
before.”

“We realize the difference 
you made for us,” Ken contin-
ued. Their desire to build that 
experience into other families 
has intensified. “We have a 
sense of assignment.”

[Editor’s Note: Those inter-
ested in introducing “Hope for 

Hope” to their church can reach 
the office of Family Ministry 

and Church Administration at 
kjordan@bcmd.org or (800) 466-

5290, ext. 213.]

The Jordans personally experience the power of hope

By Tom Elliff

Recently our youngest 
daughter and her hus-
band received notice 

that the IMB had approved 
their application for mission 
service in Southeast Asia. In 
a few months they will be 
appointed and then go to the 
Missionary Learning Center in 
Richmond for their training. 
They and their four children 
will leave for the field just 
prior to the Thanksgiving holi-
days. Jeannie and I are excited 
about this new and excit-
ing turn in their life, having 
known for several years that 
their hearts were always sensi-
tive to this possibility. 
    We already have a “family 
connection” in Southeast Asia. 
Another daughter, her hus-

band and their five children 
currently serve with the IMB 
in that same region. The two 
families will actually have the 
privilege of living in neigh-
boring countries, at least for 
awhile. It doesn’t always work 
out that way. We’re just happy 
that we can visit two of our 
children and nine of our eigh-
teen grandchildren by heading 
in the same general direction! 
And there is incredible joy in 
knowing that our children and 
their families who live here in 
the United States also share a 
similar passion for fulfilling 
the Great Commission.
    Why am I writing about all 
this? Perhaps I can best answer 
that question by telling you of 
another question frequently 
asked of us: “Doesn’t it grieve 
you to have your children and 

grandchildren so far away?” 
Our answer is always the 
same: “We love our children 
and grandchildren dearly! 
And it’s true that being apart 
is naturally accompanied with 
some occasional moments of 
sadness. But isn’t it for this 
that we rear our children? 
Shouldn’t we be determined 
to plant in their hearts the 
unique joy that accompanies 
obedience to the Lord? And 
shouldn’t they see the impor-
tance of investing their lives, 
whatever their calling or occu-
pation, in fulfilling the Great 
Commission? Isn’t it a blessing 
when your children do not 
consider their lives as their 
own, but the Lord’s?”
    There are two extremes we 
must learn to avoid. The first 
expresses itself in the notion 

that “missionaries and minis-
ters reach and preach” and the 
rest of us are just not that sig-
nificant in the fulfillment of the 
Great Commission. My friend 
Kent Humphreys, a business-
man whose witness and com-
passion touches multitudes 
with the Gospel, is fond of 
reminding folks that the “Hall 
of Faith” (Hebrews 12) is com-
prised mostly of business peo-
ple who simply shared their 
faith in the marketplaces of the 
world. The Great Commission 
is for all of us “since we are 
going anyway.”
    The other extreme that we 
must avoid is the notion that 
ministry and missions is to 
be “settled for” or “forced 
into.” Parents often brag on 
the recently graduated child 
who lands an overseas assign-
ment. “What an adventure! 
Think what this will mean to 
your biographical portfolio. 
And look at the benefits!” But 
the tune often changes if that 
same child comes home from 
summer camp with the news 
that God has issued a call to 
missions. “Are you sure? Isn’t 
it dangerous? You’ll be so far 
away! And what possible ben-
efit could there be to all this?”
    We must learn to rear our 
children with eternity in view!  
It should be the rare individ-
ual among us who DOESN’T 
spend time focused on the 
importance of sharing the 
Gospel. Where better to learn 
this than in the home? And 
what better time than now? As 
missionary Amy Carmichael 
once said, “We each have all 
of eternity to celebrate our vic-
tories; but only a few minutes 
before sundown to win them!” 
Let’s give our children the 
privilege of growing up with 
the Great Commission.

Growing up with the Great Commission

continued from page one

Ken and Kathy Jordan passionately promoted “Hope for 
Home” at the Evangelism Conference in Ocean City.

Tom Elliff is Pastor of 

First Southern Baptist 

Church, Del City, 

Oklahoma and Chairman 

of the Southern Baptist 

Council on Family Life

The SBC Council 

on Family Life, in 

conjunction with the 

SBC Pastor’s Conference 

and LifeWay Christian 

resources is hosting 

Southern Baptist’s 

first-ever Kingdom 

Family Rally in Phoenix, 

Arizona, June 16, prior 

to the annual meeting 

of the Southern Baptist 

Convention.



Online 
registration 
opens for 2003 
SBC meeting

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)— 
Online registration for the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
annual meeting has now 
opened.

Churches will be able to 
register their messengers online 
at the SBC website,www.sbc.net

The traditional steps in 
years past – waiting at the 
counter as a registration vol-
unteer types in various lines of 
information – is skipped with 
the online process.

By registering online, the 
SBC website gives a church a 
“messenger reference number” 
form to be printed out and 
presented by each messenger 
at the SBC registration booth 
in exchange for a nametag and 
ballot.

Online registration ends 
June 8 – after which registra-
tion must be done the tradi-
tional way.

“I call it express registra-
tion,” said Jack Wilkerson, 
vice president for business and 
finance with the SBC Executive 
Committee.

The appropriate church-
authorized representative must 
complete all online registration.

The process includes enter-
ing information online nor-
mally found on the traditional 
messenger card.

Names can be added, 
edited and deleted up to June 
8. Each messenger must bring 
the printed form that shows 
the messenger’s reference 
number – given on the website 
– at the registration booth in 
order to receive a nametag 
and set of ballots.

Technically, a person is 
not a messenger until the mes-
senger reference number is 
presented at the registration 
booth. But, unlike the tradi-
tional method, the person is 
pre-registered before he or she 
arrives to the convention.

The traditional registra-
tion method also will be 
available for those churches 
unable to use Internet access,
Wilkerson noted.
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Southern Baptist Convention Children’s Conference

Howdy Partner! There’s 
a new sheriff in town, 
and it’s you!

Welcome to Lawless 
Gulch, a rough and tumble 
town out on the range, where 
the townsfolk have just 
been introduced to the “Ten 
Commandments” and it’s up 
to you to make sure that these 
new laws are not broken.

Children grades 1-6 are 
invited to join a team of 
Cowboys and Cowgirls at the 
children’s conference, as we 
tame the Wild West!

Together with a posse 
of children your age, you 
will create hands-on-crafts, 
memorize Bible verses, hear 
incredible stories, and get the 
point quicker than sittin’ on a 
cactus! YEEEHAW!

Conference Theme:
Frontiers of Faith invites all 
Cowboys and Cowgirls grades 
1-6 to join a “posse” in search 
of treasure. In Lawless Gulch, 
the town has just heard of 

God’s Law and told that there 
is a great treasure to be had by 
all that keep His word.

Using a variety of songs, 
skits, stories, activities and 
crafts, Frontiers of Faith 
explains to children the 
importance of knowing and 
keeping God’s Word. Learning 
that we must hide God’s word 
in our hearts, we will memo-
rize Psalm 119:9-18 and the 
Ten Commandments.

Registration Information:
Visit sbcannualmeeting.org/
SBC03reg/childconf.asp to 
download registration forms.  
Please include a non-refund-
able registration fee of $10.00 
per child. Please make your 
check payable to Children’s 
Conferences International and 
on the MEMO line write SBC 
Children. Send the check, reg-
istration, and medical release 
forms to:

CCI , SBC Children’s 
Conference, P.O. Box 208
Swartz Creek, MI 48473

The total cost for each 
child attending is $45.00 per 
child, please be prepared to 
pay the remainder of the fees 
due at the conference.

The Children’s Conference 
will be held during the fol-
lowing sessions:

There will be morn-
ing, afternoon (except 
Wednesday), and evening 
sessions as stated, but the 
times are approximate. Please 
check the final SBC Pastors’ 
Conference and Southern 
Baptist Convention Annual 
Meeting schedules for the 
exact times.

We have representatives 
available to answer any ques-
tions that you may have about 
the conference structure, con-
tent, safety and security of 
the Children’s Conference.

To assure your child a 
place in our on-site Children’s 
Conference, applications 
and fees must be returned 
promptly. Space will fill 

quickly due to a limited num-
ber of spaces. When your 
completed form and regis-
tration fee for each child is 
received, a confirmation email 
will be sent to you. 

This confirmation email 
will consist of: Parent infor-
mation letter, Letter to 
Children and Security infor-
mation

Procedures for check-in 
and check-out:

Friday, May 30, 2003, is 
the postmark deadline. Do 
not mail your registration 
after that date. Any registra-
tion postmarked after May 30, 
2003 will be returned. If you 
have missed the postmark 
date, please print and bring 
the completed registration 
with you and the children 
will be accepted only if there 
is space available.

If you have any questions, 
please call us (810) 244-3325, 
or email us at brian@dentonbr
others.com.

Look for details 
on the first ever 
Kingdom Family 
Rally on page 
fourteen!

2003 SBC Annual Meeting in Phoenix

Come join us for fellowship at the 2003 SBC Annual Meeting in Phoenix, Arizona, June 
17-18 at the Civic Plaza. This year’s theme is “Kingdom First - Exalt the King, Expand His 
Kingdom” Pre-register your church messengers today at www.sbc.net!

This years Ministers’ Wives Conference features renowned Christian humorist and 
author, Liz Curtis Higgs, on Tuesday, June 17 at 11:30. Cost is only $12. Purchase tickets 
at designated convention areas.

On Monday night during the evening session of the SBC Pastor’s Conference, join us 
for the first ever Kingdom Family Rally. Hear special guests as they share how you and 
your family can become a Kingdom Family (see ad on page fourteen). 

 

ALL 

NEW!



Hemphill leaving SWBTS to lead SBC’s Empowering 

Kingdom Growth strategy
By David Porter

FORT WORTH, Texas 
(BP) — Kenneth S. Hemphill 
announced his retirement as 
president of Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
April 8 to take a new position 
as national strategist for the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s 
“Empowering Kingdom 
Growth” movement.

Hemphill’s new work, 
after nine years as president 
of Southwestern, will be a 
joint venture with the SBC 
Executive Committee and 
LifeWay Christian Resources in 
Nashville, Tenn., to begin this 
summer.

He announced his retire-
ment to the seminary family 
during chapel in the middle of 
the board of trustees’ semian-
nual meeting at the Fort Worth, 
Texas, campus.

Hemphill, 54, said he is 
leaving with sadness, excite-
ment and the “same sense 
of call and assurance” that 
led him to Texas “to lead 
Southwestern during challeng-
ing but exciting days of transi-
tion.”

“These have been nine 
exciting and profitable years, 
and I will always be grateful 
for the opportunity the Lord 
has given me through the call 
of the trustees of this institu-
tion to serve as the president 
of the greatest seminary in 
the world,” Hemphill said. “I 
believe Southwestern’s future 
is bright and that her greatest 
days lie before her.”

Hemphill thanked his 
seminary coworkers, “from 
vice presidents and deans 
to the office staff to the blue 
shirts,” as well as “the many 
alumni and friends who have 
encouraged us by their finan-
cial support.” He called it a 
rare privilege to be a member 
of “this great faculty.”

“No other institution has 
a greater opportunity to ‘touch 
the world and impact eternity’ 
than Southwestern,” he said, 
referring to the seminary’s 
theme.

Morris H. Chapman, 
president of the SBC Executive 
Committee, and LifeWay 
president James T. Draper Jr. 
– both Southwestern graduates 
– expressed a mix of sadness 
that their alma mater was los-
ing its leader and enthusiasm 
that Hemphill is joining their 
staffs to undergird the SBC-
wide Empowering Kingdom 
Growth initiative.

“I am extremely thrilled 
and energized that Hemphill 
has agreed to serve the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
as national strategist for 
Empowering Kingdom 
Growth,” Chapman said, 
underscoring SBC leaders’ 
prayers for “ever-increasing 
momentum in preparation for 
God to soften our hearts and 
bring a genuine revival.”

In the call of Hemphill 
to facilitate EKG nation-
ally, Chapman said, “God has 
raised up a man for a special 
assignment whose reputation 
is impeccable, whose integrity 
and honesty are hallmarks of 
his life, whose devotional life 

is a disciplined exercise in his 
daily life, and whose spiritual-
ity is authentic. He is a gifted 
and Spirit-led leader who will 
work untiringly and unself-
ishly with EKG Task Force 
members.”

Chapman noted, “From 
the very earliest conception of 
the EKG vision, God has led 
in remarkable ways. In God’s 
providence, another giant step 
in the progress of Empowering 
Kingdom Growth is unfold-
ing. ... The EKG Task Force is 
excited to see God at work as 
He prepares Southern Baptists 
to concentrate with a laser-
like focus upon building His 
Kingdom and honoring His 
Name.”

“Empowering Kingdom 
Growth is the envisioned 
future for Southern Baptists,” 
Draper said. “We’re praying 
that it becomes a great move-
ment of God, and I’m excited 
that Ken Hemphill has agreed 
to be the national strategist for 
EKG.

“He’s a wonderful commu-
nicator, and this is where his 
passion is. In fact, he’s working 
on a book for LifeWay called 
‘His Kingdom, Our Passion.’ 
We know he has the ability 
to do things convention-wide 
in a very effective way. That’s 
why we’re excited about this 
joint effort between the SBC 
Executive Committee and 
LifeWay to provide a national 
strategist for EKG.”

Draper said Hemphill’s 
selection follows a precedent 
set by Southwestern’s second 
president, L.R. Scarborough, 
who took a one-year leave of 
absence in 1919 to lead the “$75 
Million Campaign.”

“Scarborough envisioned 
something much bigger than 
raising $75 million,” Draper 
said. “His dream was 5,000 
people surrendering to the 
ministry and two-and-a-half 
million converts. The ‘$75 
Million Campaign’ was a 
Kingdom effort.

“Scarborough led Southern 
Baptists in the greatest period 
of cooperation and unity of 
spirit. Southwestern Seminary 
has a long history of leading 
Southern Baptists in these 
kinds of emphases. We’re pray-
ing that Hemphill will be able 
to lead us in the same way.

“I praise the Lord for  
Hemphill’s readiness to fol-
low God’s leading to a new, 
cutting-edge challenge. The 
task force is praying that 
Empowering Kingdom Growth 
will become the greatest move-
ment of His Spirit we have 
experienced in our lifetime. We 
believe Hemphill’s coming is 
more evidence that God wants 
to do something extraordinary 
in the hearts of His people.”

Trustees expressed sadness 
at Hemphill’s departure, and 
they said a search committee 
would be formed quickly to 
find the right person to lead 
Southwestern into the 21st cen-
tury.

“It is with heavy hearts 
that we accept Hemphill’s 
retirement,” board chair-
man Michael Dean said. “The 
Hemphills have left an indel-
ible mark upon Southwestern 

Seminary. Their tenure at the 
seminary will be remembered 
for their evangelical warmth, 
pastoral compassion and spiri-
tual sensitivity. The trustees 
deeply appreciate and applaud 
the visionary leadership given 
by Hemphill to the school 
over the past nine years. Our 
sadness at their departure is 
mixed with a sense of anticipa-
tion. We look forward to wit-
nessing the tremendous impact 
the Hemphills will have on the 
Kingdom of God in the coming 
years.”

Hemphill said the pas-
sion to lead EKG developed 
over several years as he and 
his wife prayed that God 
would “show us how our gifts 
and calling can best serve to 
exalt His name, advance His 
Kingdom and accomplish His 
will.” That threefold theme 
follows closely with a book 
Hemphill wrote during the 
same time titled “The Prayer of 
Jesus.”

“I am privileged and 
humbled to be invited to 
give national leadership 
to Empowering Kingdom 
Growth. I believe that this 
emphasis is from God and 
could radically change our 
denomination and our world.”

Chapman said it “was 
becoming increasingly appar-
ent to the EKG Task Force 
and its co-chairmen, Carlisle 
Driggers, Executive Director 
of the South Carolina Baptist 
Convention, and James Merritt, 
pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of Snellville, Ga., 
and immediate past presi-
dent of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, that it needs the 
assistance of a fulltime strate-
gist and coordinator to serve as 
an extension of the task force.”

“One of the 
toughest challenges 
the task force and 
Hemphill face,” 
Chapman said, “is 
the constant effort 
required to drive 
home the fact that 
EKG is to be a vision-
ary process, not a 
highly structured 
program. In a conven-
tion that has become 
so program-oriented, 
this is no easy assign-
ment.”

Chapman said 
Hemphill, in his role 
as special liaison with 
the EKG Task Force, 
will be involved in 
“coordinating, imple-
menting and promot-
ing EKG emphases 
and introducing 
Kingdom resources 
available at LifeWay 
Christian Resources 
in our churches, in 
conferences and in 
conventions. One 
of the goals of the 
task force is for each 
and every Southern 
Baptist to ask the 
question, ‘Am I a 
Kingdom Person?’”

Chapman and 
Draper asked all 
Southern Baptists to 
join them in pray-
ing for Southwestern 

Seminary during these days of 
transition.

Hemphill came to 
Southwestern from the Home 
Mission Board – now the 
North American Mission Board 
– where he served as director 
of the Southern Baptist Center 
for Church Growth, another 
position funded in part by 
LifeWay, from 1992-94. Prior 
to that he served as pastor of 
First Churc, Norfolk, Va., from 
1981-92 during which time the 
church experienced tremen-
dous growth. Hemphill has 
written more than 10 books, 
including “The Prayer of Jesus” 
and “The Names of God.” Six 
of his books focus on church 
growth.

During his tenure at 
Southwestern, the seminary 
raised approximately $50 mil-
lion toward the “Touch the 
World ... Impact Eternity” capi-
tal campaign. Southwestern’s 
endowment increased by more 
than 60 percent.

Hemphill led the seminary 
to start an Islamic studies pro-
gram, one of only three in the 
nation. The school started one 
of the first Christian school 
administration programs. 
Southwestern built the first two 
phases of the new Ralph M. 
Smith Leadership Development 
Complex, a $22-million con-
tinuing education building. 
Southwestern also bolstered its 
library holdings by acquiring 
the Breed Collection, giving 
Southwestern one of the finest 
Baptist history collections in 
the world.

Hemphill, who turns 55 
April 17, told trustees he looks 
forward to returning to the 
Southwestern campus for spe-
cial events and “whenever I 
am invited.” 

Kenneth Hemphill,
newly appointed
National Strategist 
for SBC’s  
Empowering 
Kingdom Growth
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Worship is more than music at Saddleback
By Shannon Baker

SYKESVILLE, Md. — “It 
is more important to know 
why we worship than how to 
worship,” said Rick Muchow, 
pastor of magnification at 
Saddleback Church, Lake 
Forest, Calif. Recognized as 
the fastest growing Baptist 
church in American history, 
with over 15,000 in attendance 
each weekend, Saddleback is 
the church behind the Purpose-
Driven movement, inspired by 
Pastor Rick Warren’s best-sell-
ing book, “The Purpose-Driven 
Church.”

 “We don’t worship to 
get something, but to give 
something,” Muchow said at 
a March 28-29 conference at 
Friendship Church, a Purpose-
Driven church in Sykesville, 
Md. 

“Worship is all about God. 
It’s that simple.” 

Muchow, an accomplished 
musician and songwriter who 
has recorded 48 songs and has 
appeared on several praise 
and worship compilations pro-
duced by Integrity Music, Song 
Discovery and Maranatha, 
performed a concert and led 
workshops on the philosophy 
and fundamentals of worship. 
Much of what he taught was 
based on his 15 years of experi-
ence as Saddleback’s worship 
leader.

Saddleback’s Purpose-
Driven model focuses ministry 
on five God-given purposes 
for the church: Membership 
(developing relationships), 
Maturity (spiritual growth), 
Ministry (giving back in ser-
vice), Mission (sharing the 
good news) and Magnification 
(worshiping God). 

Over 1,000 people current-
ly are involved at Saddleback’s 
Magnification Ministry, where 
Muchow carefully plans ser-
vices to fit with the church’s 

Purpose-Driven philosophy of 
ministry. 

“Music is not worship 
itself, but a tool to worship,” 
Muchow clarified. “It is a great 
tool to attract and captivate the 
seeker and to thereby fulfill 
the Great Commission and the 
Great Commandments. All the 
creative arts are powerful tools 
to help people in the five pur-
poses of the church, especially 
evangelism.”

The music at Saddleback 
is specially crafted to appeal 
to non-Christian seekers, he 
said, explaining Saddleback’s 
willingness to transition as 
necessary. 

“At first, we sang one 
hymn in the services every 
week, and then we transitioned 
to an easy listening style of 
praise and worship,” Muchow 
recalled. “Over the years, we 
kept progressing the music and 
presentation style as we geared 
our music to seekers and not 
members,” he said.

To order his worship 
flow, he uses the acrostic 
I.M.P.A.C.T. The I and the 
M in the acrostic stands for 
Inspirational Movement. This 
is a song of praise that allows 
people to be energetic in the 
worship service. “In order to 
wake up the Body of Christ, 
we have to wake up the body,” 
Muchow reasoned. 

The P stands for the Praise 
song, which is a song about 
God sung in the third person. 
The A, standing for Adoration, 
is a praise song sung to God 
in the third person (such as 
“We Worship You”), while the 
C represents Commitment, 
with songs, such as “I Worship 
You,” and “I Surrender All,” 
sung in the first person to 
express the individual’s deci-
sions before the Lord. 

Finally, the T stands for Tie 
it all together, using a praise 
song that summarizes the 

group’s worship of the Lord, 
sung in the collective third 
person.

Muchow believes that the 
way everything is done musi-
cally affects the way people 
feel about God. Noting that 
every musical mistake brings 
attention to man and away 
from God, he suggested ways 
to improve performance, 
including the intentional 
blending of voices and instru-
ments by using uniform vowel 
sounds and preventing music 
from drowning out the vocals. 

He also urged worship 
team members to be really 
clear about what they are feel-
ing and to know their indi-
vidual parts well enough to 
sing and play with confidence. 
“When you are truly worship-

ing God, others are drawn to 
worship as well,” he told them.

“Remember to smile,” he 
added. “Your smile is seen by 
all.”

For more tips on reaching 
the lost, strengthening believ-

ers and glorifying God through 
worship and praise, visit 

Muchow’s ministry website at 
www.encouragingmusic.com, or 

visit www.purposedriven.com for 
information regarding an upcom-

ing Purpose-Driven Worship 
Conference and Festival at 

Saddleback on July 17-19. With 
over 80 workshops in 17 different 
tracks, the conference will feature 
some of today’s most gifted song-
writers and musicians in concert, 

including Darlene Zschech, 
MercyMe and more.

There are two ways 
to transition the wor-
ship style in churches, 
said Rick Muchow, 
pastor of magnification 
at Saddleback Church. 
“Slowly and quickly.”

The method used 
is determined by the 
leadership style of the 
pastor, he said, stressing 
that the transition must 
begin with the pastor 
and not the worship 
team. 

He acknowledged 
that the most effec-
tive way to transition 
churches is directly, 
quickly, like going 
through the Berlin Wall. 
“It fell!” he said. 

Yet, sometimes 
transition-minded pas-
tors have to go around 
the wall because there is 
resistance, he conceded.

In any case, church-
es should gear services 
for the people they are 
trying to reach, even 
if that means having a 
separate service.

 Then do whatever 
you can to minister and 
provide ministry, he 
said.

Saddleback’s 
Rick Muchow 
shares thoughts on 
transitioning 
worship styles

MUSIC WITH PURPOSE — Rick Muchow, pastor of 
magnification at Saddleback Church, the church in Lake Forest, 
Calif., behind the Purpose-Driven® movement, shares tips with 
worship team members at Friendship Church, Sykesville, Md. 

  Dowis himself raised 
ten percent of the opening 
expenses. 

Susquehanna Association 
financially supports the 
church start, as does the asso-
ciation parent church, Towne 
Church, Joppa. 

As a result of the part-
nership agreement between 
the Baptist Convention of 
Mississippi and BCM/D, 
Dowis met Carl White, pas-
tor of Highland Church in 

Meridian, Miss., while Dowis 
was on staff at a previous 
church. When White found out 
about Real Life Church he and 
his congregation purchased 
children’s equipment and 
audio supplies for the church 
start. They also covered the 
expense of 15 college students 
traveling to the area to deliver 
door hangers for the new 
church.          

Prior to Real Life Church’s 
grand opening Mar. 30, mem-

bers sent out invitation post-
cards. Approximately 10,000 
households near the theatre 
were reached. With 125 in 
attendance at the grand open-
ing, Dowis has records indicat-
ing at least 12 families or about 
40 people came as a result of 
the mailing. 

Core values in the Real 
Life Church brochure are 
called “The Big Five:” Bible, 
community, family, personal 
worth and multiplication. 

The first core value is the 
Bible. Dowis teaches from it 
on Sundays, complete with a 
scripture noted outline dis-
played on the movie screen 
and printed in the church bul-
letin. The eight-member praise 
band presents music inspired 
by God’s Word. Life Groups 
use biblically based materials 
as well.

Community is the second 
core value, drawn from Acts 
2:41-47, Dowis said. Real Life 
Church emphasizes new and 
growing relationships among 
Christians as an encourage-
ment in each one’s personal 
journey with God. 

Life groups are organized 
around family, the third core 
value. Meeting weekly, fami-

lies share a meal together in a 
member’s home. Parents and 
teens gather together for the 
study and discussion while 
the children enjoy supervised 
activities with one of the 
adults, reports pastor and Mrs. 
Dowis, who host such a group 
in their home.

The church seeks to fos-
ter an environment where 
every person experiences 
significance and personal 
worth, the fourth core value. 
On Sunday mornings Kids 
Quest provides quality time 
for babies thru third graders 
in a separate theatre from the 
worship event. Children are 
grouped age appropriately and 
provided “adventures through 
Bible study and activities,” 
Mrs. Dowis said. In addition, 
the needs of young adults are 
being addressed in a newly 
formed life group, the pastor 
said.

Multiplication is the last 
of the five core values of Real 
Life Church. A question asked 
at practically every group 
meeting is “Who can we invite 
next time?” The vision of the 
church is to send out members 
to launch another church in 
the region by 2006.  

That they may have life ... more abundantly

Brent and Cindy Dowis  minister to their community 
based upon Acts 2:41-47 “... and they continually devoted 
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to prayer.”

continued from page one

“We are dealing 
with real life ... 
and real life can be 
messy.” 

– Brent Dowis
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Southern Baptist racial barriers broke first in Alaska 

and California

By Karen Willoughby

ANCHORAGE, Alaska 
(BP) — In the South of the 
1940s and ‘50s, where whites 
drank from one water fountain 
in a town square and “col-
oreds” drank from another, 
most Southern Baptist churches 
were as segregated as any 
other part of society. But at 
First Church, Anchorage, 
Alaska’s largest city, everyone 
worshiped together on Sunday 
mornings.

That is, they did from the 
time the church started in 1943 
until Charles Kennedy came to 
town about seven years later.

“He was a fiery little 
black man,” said Vallie Mae 
Hawkins, one of 32 charter 
members of Greater Friendship 
Church. Memories are dim, but 
Kennedy may have come to 
Anchorage as part of a military 
two-year rotation, she and oth-
ers said.

“He just preached God’s 
Word,” Hawkins said. “He let 
you know what God was say-
ing, all right.”

There had been some subtle 
sniping in the First Anchorage 
congregation about ways of 
worshiping, Hawkins recalled. 
Kennedy’s arrival was an 
answer to the tensions.

First Church helped the 
growing group organize and in 
April 1951 Greater Friendship 
Church, without a dissenting 
vote, became the first African 
American congregation to be 
accepted into the Southern 
Baptist Convention since per-
haps the 1860s.

Paul Stripling, direc-
tor of missions for the Waco 
(Texas) Baptist Association, 
wrote his doctoral disserta-
tion at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 1967 
about what he called the “exci-
sion” of African Americans 
from the SBC in the years after 
the Civil War.

His research dealt spe-
cifically with Southern Baptist 
churches in 10 Texas counties, 
but his wider research indicated 
what he found in Texas was 
true across the South, Stripling 
said.

“Among these churches, 35 
percent of the congregation was 
colored in 1857,” Stripling said. 
“That was the term they used 
then. In 1870, the percentage 
was 7.7 percent – less than 8 
percent. The reason: emancipa-
tion.

“You can almost see a line 
drawn there,” Stripling contin-

ued. “There was such a lack of 
preparation for the liberation 
of the slaves that when it hap-
pened so quickly, it was a really 
difficult time for all.”

The new social order bred 
confusion. No one knew how 
to act; it was easier for people 
both of European and African 
descent just to avoid each other 
whenever possible, Stripling 
explained.

“They kept using the term 
‘separate’ and by 1866 it was 
a declaration,” Stripling said. 
“It was very apparent because 
of the language in the associa-
tional minutes.”

While a number of Anglo 
churches helped African 
American churches get started 
over the next hundred years, 
for the most part churches mir-
rored the confusion, mistrust 
and fear that clouded the cul-
ture at large, Stripling said. But 
then, it had done so from its 
formation.

When the Southern Baptist 
Convention was organized 
in 1845, about one-third of 
the members were of African 
heritage, said Sid Smith, direc-
tor of the Florida Baptist 
Convention’s African American 
ministries division. Smith also 
is a historian of black Southern 
Baptist churches in America. 
For the most part, people with 
an African heritage were in 
these congregations simply 
because of their status as slaves 
in a member’s household, 
Smith said.

“In pre-abolition churches 
(1845-1865) Black Southern 
Baptists suffered from the 
imposition of second class 
membership,” Smith wrote in 
“Working with Black Southern 
Baptists,” first published in 
1983 by the Sunday School 
Board, now known as LifeWay 
Christian Resources of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

“They were usually system-
atically excluded from pastoral 

leadership of the whole inte-
grated church,” Smith wrote. 
“They were often segregated in 
a slave galley. ... They usually 
could not assemble without 
White supervision. Even in the 
Black churches pastors were 
often White, due to distrust of 
indigenous Black gatherings 
after Nat Turner’s revolt of 
1831.

“The abolition of slavery 
brought a Black exodus from 
slave-relationship churches and 
the formation of Black Southern 
Baptist churches,” Smith con-
tinued. “In some places, like the 

Florida Baptist Convention of 
the 1880s, they were a major-
ity.”

But by 1900, Smith said – 
Stripling places the date closer 
to 1870 – most black Southern 
Baptists had found alterna-
tive membership in black 
Baptist bodies, three of which 
combined in 1895 to form the 
National Baptist Convention of 
America.

Some churches were inte-
grated during the hundred 
years between 1865 and 1965 
– Smith specifies First Church 
of Jacksonville, Fla., as one 
example -- but for the most 
part Southern Baptist churches 
reflected their environment.

First Church, Anchorage, 
was no exception. Fifteen of 17 
charter members were military 
personnel; the church itself 
started in 1943 after a revival 
led by chaplains stationed at 
nearby Elmendorf Air Force 
Base.

“In many ways the mili-
tary services were at the cut-
ting edge in the struggle for 
racial equality,” wrote Morris 
J. MacGregor, Jr. in 1980 in 
his book, “Integration of the 
Armed Forces 1940-1965.”

“The inherent paradox of 
trying to inculcate pride, dig-
nity and aggressiveness in a 
black soldier while inflicting on 
him the segregationist’s concept 
of the Negro’s place in society 
created in him an insupportable 
tension,” MacGregor wrote. 
Besides, he added, “segrega-
tion wasted black manpower, a 
valuable military asset.”

So it was that First Church, 
Anchorage, did not have the 
separatistic mindset of most 
Southern Baptist churches, and 
it was familiar with the “force 
of numbers” military strategy.

With that strategy, the 
church started First Church in 
Fairbanks, and the two congre-
gations started First Church in 
Juneau. Then in 1946 the three 
churches decided to become a 
state convention rather than an 
association of a far-distant state 
convention, despite the fact 
that the territory wouldn’t even 
become a state for more than a 
decade, until 1959.

With nine congregations as 
members – Greater Friendship 
was the 10th – the Alaska 
Baptist Convention wasn’t 
going to quibble over some-
thing the military had taught 
them was meaningless: the 
color of a person’s skin.

In California, meanwhile, 
the breaking of the SBC color 
barrier in Santa Rosa was far 
more contentious.

As war-related work waned 
in the San Francisco Bay Area 
after World War II, people of 
African descent moved about 
60 miles north, to Santa Rosa. 
There was no established black 
community nor any black 
churches, but there was not 
much overt racism either, so 
they stayed, and they attended 
an Anglo church. But there, 
leaders didn’t wait long before 
offering to help the African 
Americans organize their own 
congregation.

No problem – until found-
ing pastor Washington Boyce 
wanted the new church to be 
part of the Redwood Empire 
Baptist Association, in order to 
continue reaping the benefit of 
Southern Baptist educational 
materials and training.

Word spread faster than 
letters could be written, and 
phone calls from throughout 
the state and across the nation 
rained on Santa Rosa, includ-
ing some from “highly placed” 
denominational leaders, histo-
rian Smith said.

Despite death threats, Smith 
said, associational moderator 
Norris Fulfer broke a tie vote in 
the fall of 1951 when he deter-
mined Community Church of 
Santa Rosa was welcome in the 
association – and by extension, 
the California Southern Baptist 
Convention and the national 
SBC.

And so it was that the SBC 
integrated three years before 
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
– regarding Brown v. Topeka, 
Kansas Board of Education 
– that segregation was unconsti-
tutional.

That same year – 1954 
– and independently of each 
other, 19th Street Church and 
Ebenezer Third Church, both of 
Austin, Texas, without any fan-
fare became the third and fourth 
African American churches to 
affiliate with the SBC. 

All four churches are minis-
tering and involved in Kingdom 
growth today, though 19th 
Street left the SBC in the late 
1980s after a change in pastors.

The three that remain SBC 
congregations are among about 
4,000 churches known to minis-
ter predominately in an African 
American context, according 
to research by the SBC’s North 
American Mission Board.

Church at the forefront — a steady but little-publicized 
witness in Alaska for more than five decades, Greater 
Friendship Church in Anchorage was one of two African 
American churches to affiliate with the Southern Baptist 
Convention in 1951.

California pioneer — Community Church in Santa Rosa, 
Calif., in a much-talked-about move in 1951, affiliated with 
the Southern Baptist Convention under the leadership 
of founding pastor Washington Boyce, who saw SBC 
educational resources as a key benefit to the congregation.
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Faith Church in Western Maryland reaches its community
By Sharon Mager

Staff Writer

KNOXVILLE, Md. — 
Western Maryland mountains 
surround Faith Church, 
Knoxville. It’s a rural green 
area. The air smells clean. 
It’s a great place to meditate 
on God’s greatness. But the 
church is working hard not 

to get too comfortable and 
complacent. They want to be 
proactive in climbing to the 
next ministry level.

The church is busy. They 
have 668 members. While 
they’re raising money to build 
a family life center they’ve 
developed an active disaster 
relief program, started several 
recreation ministry programs 
and are beginning to work on 
becoming a purpose driven 
church. 

The family life/multipur-
pose center will be completed 
in 2005. Some of the minis-
tries the church envisions 
in the building are Upward 
Basketball, aerobics, gymnas-
tics, crafts, missions activities 
and much more. 

 Mike Watterson, minister 
of education, said that it’s easy 
to sit back and think of what to 
do when the building is done, 
but they want to begin think-
ing of what they can do now.

 “We don’t have to wait for 
a building,” Watterson said. 

“We can still get the creative 
juices flowing.”

And they are. They’ve got 
12 acres, so they had an Easter 
egg hunt. They had a fishing 
class for the community with 
interspersed testimonies of 
well-known Christian fisher-
men. They also built a very 
popular walking trail around 
the church with wooden mark-

ers along the way printed with 
encouraging scripture. They 
have softball and basketball. 

The church has a rec-
reation ministry team that 
planned aerobics classes, 
a Superbowl party, cook-
ing classes and other events. 
They’re hoping to hire a part-
time recreation minister.

Another big ministry 
Faith has is disaster relief. 
Church member Alan Caho 
is a Frederick County Deputy 
Sheriff. When he heard about 
Southern Baptist disaster relief 
he knew it was something he 
wanted to do. Caho took on 
the leadership of that ministry 
and recruited 15 people who 
trained for disaster relief. They 
even had a North American 
Mission Board representative 
come and train them in chain 
saw and mud-out projects. 
Now they’re the only NAMB 
trained mud-out team north of 
Virginia and East of Ohio.

The Blue Ridge Association 
saw the church’s commitment 

and provided money to buy a 
trailer. Then church member 
Mitch Mitchell took on the 
project of painting and stock-
ing the trailer as an Eagle 
Scout project. 

Disaster relief volunteers 
assisted in New York after 
9/11 and helped with the 
LaPlata tornado clean up last 
year.  

The church is the only 
Frederick County Red Cross 
designated shelter other than 
fire companies and schools. 
It was used in an ice storm in 
the winter when Brunswick 
lost power.

During Brunswick rail-
road days in October, the 
church took the trailer to 
display and offered its use as 
a baby comfort station. City 
officials came and looked 
at the trailer and were very 
impressed, Watterson said. 

While the church moves 
forward, they’re not replac-
ing traditional backbone pro-
grams that work for them. 

“We depend a lot on fam-
ily Bible study,” senior pastor 
Edward Jordan said. 

“We have really good 
teachers. It’s the old way, but 
it still works well for us.” 

They have strong 
Wednesday family night 
services. Families come for 
dinner first. The church has a 
small cozy paneled fellowship 

area with round tables com-
plete with tablecloths and cen-
terpieces. After dinner there 
are programs for everyone 
– children’s choir, RA’s, GA’s, 
Mission Friends, youth and 
prayer meetings. 

 Watterson said the church 
has 14 deacons and they’re 
strong committed people who 
have been trained well, some 
at Ridgecrest.

“Deacon family ministry 
works here in a beautiful way. 
They (the deacons) are caring 
and compassionate gentle-
men,” Jordan said.

 The church has two wom-
en’s ministries - Women on 
Mission and Women of Faith. 
WOM provides missions 
opportunities and the WOF 
gives women an opportunity 
to fellowship. 

The men’s ministry is 
also active. Men meet every 
Tuesday. They volunteer at a 
local soup kitchen and also 
help people with general 
needs, like mowing the grass. 
The men are also active in 
Promise Keepers ministry. 

Youth in the church 
are fortunate to be close to 
Skycroft. They get to go there 
once a month for association 
events in addition to ski trips, 
World Changers programs 
and Bible study. 

Children have Sunday 
School, children’s church, mis-
sions activities and children’s 
choir.

Jordan has been pastoring 
at Faith for 18 years. During 
his pastorate the membership 
has grown from 300 to 668.  

He was saved during a 
Sunday School assembly when 
he was in third grade. Jordan 
recommitted his life in college 
and discovered the spirit-
filled life through a Campus 
Crusade for Christ program. 
He graduated from Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 
He and his wife Jo Anne have 
two grown children, Mary 
Anne Edwards and David 
Jordan. Prior to preaching at 
Faith, Jordan pastored LaVale 
Church.

Faith began in 1979, with 
118 members meeting in a 
high school in Brunswick. It 
began as a group that broke 
from First Church, Brunswick, 
hoping to reach the commu-
nities outside of downtown 
Brunswick. Phil Graves is the 
part-time associate minister of 
students and Stacey Watterson 
is the interim choir director. 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. — 
Two missionary couples have 
been appointed by the North 
American Mission Board to 
serve in Maryland.

John F. and Rhonda M. 
Mackall serve in Ellicott City, 
Md., where John Mackall is 
a church planter intern. He 
is working with the existing 
Heartland Church, and later 
this year will help the congre-
gation start a new church as a 
church planter/pastor.

Mackall, a native of 
Kensington, Md., is a gradu-
ate of Shepherd College 
in Shepherdstown, W.V., 

and Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He 
previously worked nine years 
as a corporate trainer for the 
Marriott Corp. and has exten-
sive leadership experience in 
a variety of church ministries.

Rhonda Mackall, a 
Delaware native, also is 
a graduate of Shepherd 
College. She has previously 
worked as a mother’s morn-
ing out director and teacher, 
day care provider and admin-
istrative assistant.

The Mackalls have three 
children: John, 11; Kyle, 7; 
and Rachel, 5.

John B. and Kelly J. 
Brittain serve in Millersville, 
Md., where John is director of 
missions for Arundel Baptist 
Association.

Brittain, who considers 
Jackson, Mich., his home-
town, is a graduate of New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary, where he has 
received bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees and is 
working toward a Ph.D in 
Christian education. He had 
served the association on an 
interim basis since February 
of last year. Previously 
he has served on the staff 

of churches in Louisiana, 
Maryland and Missouri. He 
also has worked with Youth 
on Mission in Rocky Mount, 
N.C; the Institute for Church 
Health in New Orleans; and 
Wesleyan World Missions in 
Marion, Ind.

Kelly Brittain, a Missouri 
native, is a graduate of 
Catonsville (Md.) Community 
College. She has worked as 
a foundation program man-
ager, church secretary, teacher 
assistant, retail manager and 
travel agent. She also has 
been a Sunday school teacher 
and GA leader.

NAMB missionaries appointed to serve in Maryland

John and Rhonda Mackall

Edward Jordan, Pastor of Faith Church, Knoxville, oversees a variety of new growing 
ministries at Faith Church, Knoxville. Jordan has seen the church membership more than 
double, growing from 300 to 668 in the past eighteen years. The congregation is reaching 
out to the community through recreation and disaster relief ministries. They’re working 
towards building a multi-purpose family center to expand those ministries.

“We depend a 
lot on family Bible 
study,” senior pastor 
Edward Jordan said. 

“We have really 
good teachers. It’s 
the old way, but it 
still works well for 
us.” 
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baptistfamily.org

Helping the children of divorce

Note: This is the final install-
ment of a two-part series on help-
ing kids deal with divorce. This 
part sets out some of the basic 
problems and talks about how to 
help older children. Last month, 
we looked at how younger kids 
deal with divorce. To read that 
article, consult the Baptist Life 
archives on the BCM/D website.

This article follows from a 
presentation made by Baptist 
Family CareNow staff to a group 
of lay leaders at Northwest 
Church involved in divorce care 
ministry.  

If members of your church 
would like to receive a copy of 
the curriculum presented or to 
arrange a presentation, please call 
Vickie Kent at (410) 872-1050, 
extension 100.

By Amy Patrick
CareNow Program Manager

Older kids and adoles-
cents are, as in many 
other cases, in a middle 

place when it comes to their 
parents’ divorce. On one hand, 
they are older, more mature 
and thus easier to speak with 
rationally. On the other hand, 
they have a long way to go to 
reach full maturity (if such a 
thing is ever reached!). Older 
teens are just beginning to 
figure out how to form lasting 
relationships with members 
of the opposite sex. Parents of 
these kids must make a spe-
cial effort to protect their kids’ 
conceptions of commitment 
and love. 

Proverbs 22:6 tells us that 
if you teach a child how to 
live, he will remember it all 
his life. This applies both to 
good examples and bad. Even 
in the best of times, parent-

ing is no easy task. In divorce, 
the job gets even harder, but 
the stakes get even higher: the 
life-long health and happiness 
of kids going through divorce 
is at risk. Adolescents pay 
close attention to the life-les-
sons their parents teach dur-
ing divorce. 

Where younger kids will 
tend to blame themselves, 
older kids and adolescents 
will have a better idea of the 
complex causes of divorce, and 
will usually not blame them-
selves. Quite the opposite: 
they can be deeply hurt by 
divorce and blame both par-
ents for that hurt. It is natural 
for these older kids to isolate 
themselves and refuse to talk 
about things that are bother-
ing them.

In all cases, parents must 
avoid using their children as 
leverage during and after a 
divorce. The best option is to 

encourage children to form 
close bonds with both par-
ents and to assure them that, 
despite their parents falling 
out of love with each other, 
the divorcing parents still love 
their kids fully.

Across age groups, boys 
and girls tend to experience 
divorce in different ways. 
Our culture teaches boys not 
to show emotions. Indeed, 
fathers usually teach sons to 
be resilient and self-sufficient. 
However, when defenses 
break down, boys are usually 
more devastated than girls.

Researchers find grow-
ing evidence that girls face 
increased risk due to the lack 
of a father’s constant pres-
ence. Girls may not realize 
the effects of their parents’ 
divorce until later in life: 
sadly, often when they marry.

Child psychologist Lee 
Salk says that “The trauma 

of divorce is second only to 
death. Children sense a deep 
loss and feel that they are 
suddenly vulnerable to forces 
beyond their control.”

Psalm 127:3 reminds us 
that children are a gift from 
the Lord; they are a real 
blessing. Through divorce, 
parents place the Lord’s gift 
at risk. They have a respon-
sibility to care especially for 
the children that God has 
entrusted to them. Both par-
ents must play a role in the 
continued health and devel-
opment of their kids. Only 
through consistent and loving 
words and gestures should 
parents help guide their 
children through a divorce. 
Looking out for the interests 
of the children involved in a 
divorce is a paramount task, 
one that God requires of us, 
and one that we should faith-
fully fulfill. 

A CareNow caravan

The Women of Action 
group of Friendship Church 
in Sykesville held a house-

warming shower for a Care 
Now family.

CareNow received a call 
from this group in January. 
The group was looking for a 
mission project where they 
could purchase gifts for a 
family.  They were specifical-
ly thinking of a baby shower.  
Currently, we do not have 
any CareNow families that 
are expecting. Instead, Care-
Now proposed the idea of a 
household shower instead.

The Women of Action 
lived up to their name! They 
collected hundreds of items 
at the shower, from simple 

cleaning supplies and cloth-
ing to furniture!  

The family that received 
the gifts has been a Care-
Now family for several 
years. The family consists 
of a single mom with five 
children.  She and her 
children were  homeless 
until she moved into a home 
through the Howard County 
Housing Commission, and 
CareNow has continued to 
help the family get back on 
its feet.

Great thanks to the 
Women of Action and to 
Friendship Baptist!

Summertime is almost 
here.  The birds are sing-
ing, the thermometer is 

climbing, the grass is growing 
higher by the day, and kids 
across Maryland and Delaware 
are getting ready for a summer 
tradition.

The annual trip to the 
ocean? The family reunion at 
Aunt Ann’s house in Havre de 
Grace? The Orioles slipping 
into mediocrity?

No. Vacation Bible School!
Baptist Family has put 

together a helpful curriculum 
that supplements LifeWay’s 
materials. It is a fun, mission-
oriented package of activi-
ties, games and stories which 
perfectly complements the 
LifeWay curriculum. LifeWay 
has chosen a British detective-
based theme for their materi-
als, and Baptist Family’s theme 
this year is “The Great Care-
Now Caper.”

Baptist Family offers these 
materials for your use free of 
charge. All that we ask is that 
Vacation Bible Schools using 
our materials consider making 
Baptist Family a focus of their 
missions fundraising.

If you would like to receive 
our VBS Supplemental Curric-
ulum, please call Vickie Kent at 
(410) 872-1050, extension 100.

VBS 2003 
on the 
horizon

http://www.sbcannualmeeting.org
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The International Mission 
Board and the North American 
Mission Board have just 
announced a relief project for 
the people of Iraq. Churches 
choosing to participate will fill 
boxes with very specific food 
items and then bring their 
boxes to the Baptist Center. 
This information has already 
been released on both the IMB 
and NAMB websites. Churches 
may drop off boxes any time 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm Monday 
through Friday. Boxes must be 
here no later than May 21. The 
IMB trailer is parked in the 
BCM/D rear parking lot

The boxes must be 
EXACTLY to specifications 
because the IMB is working 
through international relief 
channels.

Directions:
Use only a U-Haul “small 

box” product (16 3/8” x 12 
5/8” x 12 5/8” = 1.5 cubic 
feet).  Same-size boxes will 
help facilitate both bulk pack-
ing and transportation. Begin 
by lining the box with a large 
trash can liner - this will pro-
tect the contents and prevent 
spillage outside the box. Pack 
the items by quantity list 
below. Begin by layering the 
3 bags of rice on one side of 
the bottom and the sugar and 
flour (standing) on the other 

sides. Next, stack the bags of 
beans and lentils on top of 
the standing sugar and flour 
bags. Lastly, place the salt, tea 
and powdered milk (10 – 3.2 
oz. envelopes) in the remain-
ing air space. Tie the trash can 
liner and securely tape the 
box (making sure the box has 
also been securely taped on 
the bottom). Total weight will 
be approximately 68 pounds 

– box capacity is 70 pounds. 
Your “family food box” will 
help provide food for a family 
of five for approximately one 
month.

PLEASE do not place any 
additional items/literature 
inside the box. We will be 
providing state conventions 
stick-on labels to be placed on 
the outside of the box (John 1:
17 in Arabic).

TIMELINE: 
FINAL collection at indi-
vidual churches by May 19, 
2003.

Deliver boxes between May 1 
and May 21, 2003 to:

The Baptist Center
10255 Old Columbia Road
Columbia, MD 21046
(800) 466-5290
(9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. M-F)

A “Gift of Love” from Southern Baptists to Iraqi families

Specific contents for the “Gift of Love” boxes

Item Quantity/Size Approx. cost  Total cost
 per item
Rice-Long Grained 4 – 5 lb. bags $2.50 x 4 bags =  $10.00
(not instant rice!)

Flour-All Purpose 3 – 5 lb. bags $1.89 x 3 bags =  5.67

Sugar 2 – 5 lb. bags $1.99 x 2 bags =  3.98

White Navy Beans 12 – 1 lb. bags  $ .89 x 12 bags =  10.68

Lentils 4 - 1 lb. bags $ .69 x 4 bags =        2.76

Iodized Salt 2 - 26 oz. containers $ .43 x 2 containers =         .86

Loose Tea (Lipton) 4 - ½ lb. boxes $3.69 x 4 boxes =     14.76

Powdered Milk 10 - 3.2 oz. envelopes $8.00 for 10 envelopes  =     8.00 

Approximate total cost of food     $56.71
Cost of box           1.75
Total cost per box filled    $58.46

MINISTRY ASSISTANT/
FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
– 32 hours weekly. Team member. 
WordPerfect and Excel proficient. 
Mail resume with cover letter to: 
Oak Grove Baptist Church, 2106 
Churchville Road, Bel Air, MD 
21015, Attn: Position for Ministry 
Assistant.

SUMMER MISSIONS 
OPPORTUNITY –– Two Boys Camp 
Counselors needed. Dates needed 
are July 10-13 & August 7-10 Must 
be willing to spend one week work-
ing in Mississippi Boys camp in June  
for training/education expenses will 
be paid for Mississippi Trip. Salary 
for 2 weeks in BCM/D camps are 
still being decided.

Ideal candidate will be at 
least 16 yrs of age with a heart for 
missions and camping. Contact 
Jim McBride at (800) 466-5290 x253 
for more details or to receive an 
application.

ACCOMPANIST NEEDED – Olney 
Baptist Church – Part-time paid 
position. For more information 

call church office at (301) 774-5433 
or send resumes to Olney Baptist 
Church, 17525 Georgia Avenue, P.O. 
Box 325, Olney, MD 20830-0325.

CHURCH MUSICIAN- PIANIST/
ORGANIST, must have good sight-
reading skills, play-by-ear, able 
to play hymns and contemporary 
music. Services required for Sunday 
morning Worship, Wednesday night 
prayer, weekly choir rehearsals, 
and special services. Paid Position. 
Contact Mrs. Anna Miley at 301-
735-6111 or send resume to 1st 
Baptist Church of Suitland, 5400 
Silver Hill Road, Forestville, MD 
20747. Fax (301) 735-0307, E-mail 
fbcsuitland@msn.com.

PART-TIME MINISTER TO 
YOUTH – Immanuel Baptist Church 
in Salisbury, Maryland seeks a part-
time Minister to Youth. For more 
information, please call the church 
office at (410) 742-7768 or submit 
your resume to Immanuel Baptist 
Church, 1514 Old Ocean City Road, 
Salisbury, MD 21804 or FAX to (410) 
742-3847. 
YOUTH WORSHIP LEADER 
– (P/T 4 hours weekly) First Baptist 

Church, Shady Side, 1320 Avalon 
Blvd., Shady Side, MD 20764. To 
lead Saturday evening youth ser-
vice. Contact Rev. Gioele Settembrini 
at (410) 267-6260.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
POSITION – Seeking a part-time 
person to develop and implement 
a ministry to children and their 
parents just outside Columbia. 
Send resume to Children’s Ministry 
Position, Rolling Hills BC 11510 
Johns Hopkins Road, Clarksville, 
MD 21029. Call (301) 490-4777 for 
additional information.

CAMP NURSE – A registered 
nurse is needed for the BCM/D 
Performing Arts Camp (formerly 
Music Camp), which is scheduled 
for July 19-24 at McDaniel College in 
Westminster, Md. Must be available 
full-time for the duration of camp. 
For more information, please contact 
Cindy at 800-466-5290 ext. 0.

J.J.V. CATERING COMPANY– 
“Serving the Lord, While serving 
You” – A full service catering com-
pany to supply all your food needs. 
From Picnics to Weddings; when 

you need good food you need me. 
(410) 586-3906 or E-mail:  J.J.V.Cateri
ngCo@juno.com.

STOP SUPPORTING ABORTION, 
Pornography, Gay Agendas, 
w/ yourphone service! Support 
Righteousness & cut your phone 
bills in HALF with Blessed Hope 
Communications!  Sign-up online: 
www.christianphonebiz.com (800) 
934-4105  Agents needed!

RETREAT TO THE OCEAN – The 
Baptist Retreat Center in Ocean 
City is available for Fall – Spring 
Retreats. We can accommodate 
groups as large as 65. For more info. 
Call (410) 289-6573 or check http:
//www.OCBaptist.org.

Employment

Miscellaneous

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX 

YOUR AD – Deadlines 

are the last Friday of 

each month for the 

following month’s 

issue. Classified 

advertising is 75 cents 

per word ($18.00 

minimum) for BCM/D 

churches and church 

members; 85 cents 

per word ($20.00 

minimum) for non-

profit organizations; 

and 95 cents per word 

($25.00 minimum) 

for commercial 

organizations. Word 

count does not include 

words with two letters 

or less. Spot color 

is available for an 

additional $10 per ad. 

Contact us for display 

ad pricing. 

To Place and Ad



Featuring these great 
conferences and more!
Basic Caring Skills, The Counseling Ear
Deciding to Minister to 21st Century Families,
Defining Family Ministries    
Discovering Needs for Family Ministries  
Designing a Blueprint for Family Ministries
Developing a Team for Family Ministries 
So, What’s A Small Group, Anyway?    
Pulpit-Based Small Groups    
Communicating with Youth      
Youth Ministry Resources      
Finding All the Pieces to the Discipleship Puzzle     
What’s New in Discipleship Resources     
Steps to Leading a Discipleship Training Ministry   
Discipleship Training Program.  
The ABC’s of New Member Training    
Lighthouses of Prayer      
Church Planting 101       
Parenting a New Church
FAITH
Sunday School/Bible Teaching
Senior Adults
Special Education
Technology in Ministry

Look for more information in your mailboxes in 

June or visit us online at www.yourbcmd.org 


