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Southern Baptists commit to 

build Kingdom families
By Sara Horn & Norm Miller

PHOENIX (BP)—Each 
day of the year in America, 
more than 3,571 families end in 
divorce. More than 50 percent 
of the children in America’s 
public schools live in single-
parent homes. Of the nation’s 
children who live apart from 
their biological fathers, 50 per-
cent have never set foot in their 
father’s home.

At a time when the fam-
ily is disintegrating, Southern 
Baptists want to bring hope 
and healing.

In a Kingdom Family 
Rally June 16 in Phoenix, the 
SBC Council on Family Life 
enunciated “Seven Pillars 
of a Kingdom Family” by 
which families can embrace a 
Scripture-based path for the 
home.

James Dobson from Focus 
on the Family visited with the 
convention by video along 
with his wife Shirley. He com-
mended Southern Baptists for 
their initiative.

“We simply can’t let 
the institution of family be 
destroyed by the post modern-
ism that swirls around us,” 
Dobson said.

Tom Elliff, chairman of 
the council, told the audience 
made up mostly of pastors and 
their families that the family 
pillars had been three years in 
development.

Elliff introduced Dennis 
Rainey, president of Family 
Life Today, who said he is 
“bullish” on Southern Baptists.

“I am personally excited 
about this new Kingdom fam-
ily initiative,” Rainey said. 
“What you’re about here this 
evening, in the launch of this 

initiative, is the most important 
battle Southern Baptists have 
waged since you struggled 
over the inerrancy of Scripture. 
You won the battle for the 
Bible. If we lose the family, we 
will lose the church.”
God’s Authority

Addressing the first pillar 
– “Honoring God’s Authority” 
– Morris H. Chapman, presi-
dent of the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s Executive 
Committee, said America 
needs to hear from Southern 
Baptists and see them living as 
God-honoring families.

“We once again must 
show the world that God is 
our authority,” Chapman said. 
“And He will honor our wor-
shiping Him as the one true 
and living God.”

Chapman introduced 
Captain Jeff Struecker, a chap-
lain and a U.S. Army Ranger 
whose heroic efforts to rescue 
soldiers endangered in the 
Somalian conflict are recount-
ed in the book “Blackhawk 
Down.”

Struecker, appearing via 
videotape from Khandahar, 
Afghanistan, used his uni-
form to illustrate authority, 
saying the emblems of his 
uniform denote he is a soldier 
with authority and also under 
authority.

But the most important 
emblem on his uniform “is 
the cross of Jesus Christ,” 
Struecker said. “It sits over 
my heart. My body belongs to 
the U.S. Army but my heart 
belongs to God.”

Respect for Human Life
Richard Land, reflect-

ing on the second pillar 
– “Respecting Human Life” 
– told the Kingdom Family 
Rally, “Respecting all human 
life from conception until 
natural death and everywhere 
in between is a central pillar of 
the Christian faith.

“It should be a central pil-
lar of our families that sancti-
fication of human life begins 
in the home,” said Land, 
president of the SBC’s Ethics & 
Religious Liberty Commission. 

Land introduced a couple, 
Trey and Brenda Palmer, 
whose respect for all human 
life permeates their immediate 
and extended family.

continued on page eleven
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By Karen L. Willoughby

PHOENIX (BP)—During 
the two-year tenure of George 
W. McCalep as president of the 
African American Fellowship 
of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, 
the group 
organized for 
growth, focused 
on goal-setting 
and strategizing 
and emphasized 
enlistment. It 
succeeded on all 
fronts, leaders 
said.

Numbers are 
up, involvement 
is up and areas 
that needed 
strengthening 
were shored up, 
leaders reported during the 
fellowship’s June 16 annual 
meeting in Phoenix prior to 
the June 17-18 annual meeting 
of the SBC.

“For the last two years 
we’ve been led by President 
George W. McCalep Jr.,” 
the group’s incoming presi-
dent, Robert Anderson, 
pastor of Colonial Church, 
Randallstown, Md., said 

in present-
ing a plaque of 
appreciation. 
“We appreciate 
Dr. McCalep’s 
vibrancy and all 
the things he did 
to bring people 
together.”

The African 
American 
Fellowship is now 
organized into 
local area, state 
and time zone 
districts. Reports 
were presented 

during the Monday afternoon 
business session from the 
three subgroups:

• African American 
churches in the Central time 

zone held an economic devel-
opment seminar on Feb. 1, 
reported regional director 
Willie Jordan, pastor of St. 
Mark Missionary Church, 
Harvey, Ill.

• At the request of the 
Baptist General Convention 
of Oklahoma, several African 
American churches from 
the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware recently 
ministered in revivals in 
Native American churches in 
Oklahoma, reported Byron 
Day, pastor of Emmanuel 
Church, Laurel, Md.

• Mark Croston, pastor of 
East End Church, Suffolk, Va., 
and immediate past president 
of that state’s group, reported 
on “pastors and friends” 
ministry workshops, a multi-
church mission trip of about 
50 people to the Caribbean 
and an upcoming church 
growth conference.

• Dennis Young, pastor of 
Missouri City Church and 

president of the Texas state 
group, was unable to attend 
the fellowship’s meeting, 
reported Roy Cotton, regional 
church planting director for 
the Baptist General Convention 
of Texas. Cotton gave an open 
invitation to a leadership con-
ference slated for July 8-11 at 
Brentwood Church, Houston. 

New officers for the 
African American Fellowship 
were elected by acclamation: 
president, Robert Anderson, 
pastor of Colonial Church, 
Randallstown, Md.; vice 
president, Mark Croston of 
East End Church; secretary, 
Frankie Harvey, a mem-
ber of Nacogdoches (Texas) 
Fellowship; treasurer, Leon 
Johnson, pastor of Bread of 
Life Church, Chicago; parlia-
mentarian, Michael Thompson 
of Bethlehem Church, 
Cleveland, Ohio; and histo-
rian, Robert Franklin, pastor 
of Greater Missionary Church, 
St. Louis.

SBC African American Fellowship elects Anderson president

Trey and Brenda Palmer of Oklahoma City address the Southern Baptist Convention’s first-ever 

Kingdom Family Rally June 16 in Phoenix. “People need to love each other by what they mean 

to God and not how they compare to you,” Palmer said. “God wants us to be a sold out and 

determined, Spirit-filled protector of human life.”

Robert Anderson, pastor of 

Colonial Church
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As a teenager, I was 
exposed to the music of 
Gilbert and Sullivan. I 

performed in several of their 
operettas. These very well-
known English composers pro-
duced 14 light operas together 
during the period from 1871-
1896. Among their works are 
“The Mikado,” “The Pirates 
of Penzance” and “H.M.S. 
Pinafore.” Gilbert wrote the 
lyrics and Sullivan wrote the 
music.

The tragedy is that these 
two men detested each other. 
At some point in their profes-
sional relationship, Sullivan 
ordered some carpet for the 
theater they jointly owned. 
When Gilbert saw the bill, he 
became enraged. The two bat-
tled it out in court. They never 

spoke to one another again as 
long as they lived.

How could they collabo-
rate on their operas? When 
Sullivan wrote the music for a 
new production, he mailed it 
to Gilbert. When Gilbert wrote 
the words, he mailed them 
back to Sullivan. Although 
they know how to make beau-
tiful music together, they failed 
at the art of forgiveness.

This story reminds me of 
how different the outcome 
was for Jacob and Esau. As 
you recall, Jacob stole Esau’s 
birthright through deception 
and the two were estranged 
for many years. Genesis 27:41 
states, “Esau hated Jacob because 
of the blessing his father had 
given him. And Esau determined 
in his heart: ‘The days of mourn-

ing for my father are approaching; 
then I will kill my brother Jacob.’”

Six chapters later, there is 
an amazing account of forgive-
ness between the two broth-
ers. Jacob and Esau’s paths 
crossed once again. As they 
approached each other, Jacob 
was sure his brother was going 
to kill him. But something 
remarkable occurred. Genesis 
33 says, “Now Jacob looked up 
and saw Esau coming toward 
him with 400 men. So he (Jacob) 
divided up the children among 
Leah, Rachel and the two female 
slaves. He put the female slaves 
first, Leah and her sons next, and 
Rachel and Joseph last. Jacob went 
on ahead and bowed to the ground 
seven times until he approached 
his brother. But Esau ran to meet 
him, hugged him, threw his arms 

around him, and kissed him. Then 
they wept.”

Why did they weep? One 
reason is that the grace required 
to give and receive forgiveness 
was overwhelming them both. 
Each knew they had wasted 
many precious years harboring 
the grudge. They had learned 
that life is certainly too short 
not to forgive each other and 
move on.

Forgiveness is a Kingdom 
value. It requires that we put 
all remembrances of wrongdo-
ing behind us. Then we begin 
anew. That’s what God did on 
our behalf. Who are we not to 
extend forgiveness to others?
Which is easier…to forgive 
or accept forgiveness? I don’t 
know, but each is a miracle of 
grace that begins in the heart! 

Which is easier:  Forgiving or receiving forgiveness?

I have noticed that we some-
times ask the right ques-
tions at the wrong time. 

For example, we get a new 
enthusiasm about reaching 
people in our community. A 
good question is, “What style 
of worship music should we 
embrace?” Another good ques-
tion is, “What kind of atmo-
sphere do we want to create—
formal, informal, ‘laid-back?’” 
Yet, another good question 
is, “Do we want to model 
ourselves after Willow Creek, 
Saddleback, traditional SBC or 
create our own model?” There 
is nothing wrong with asking 
any of these questions. All 
are good questions. The prob-
lem is timing. Let me suggest 
another way.
• Wait for the burden to 
fall. Begin praying to God 
with such passion that He will 
burden your heart and the 

hearts of your fellow members 
to want to touch the lives of 
those who live in your area.
• When the burden falls, 
start thinking like a mis-
sionary who has just moved 
to a new mission field. 
Missionaries don’t clean up 
the building, design a dynamic 
worship experience, put up 
a sign and then sit back and 
wait for lost people to come to 
church. They begin by doing 
everything possible to get to 
know the people around them. 
They want to know what 
they are thinking. They want 
to discover their priorities in 
life. They want to know what 
makes them laugh and what 
makes them cry. They want 
to know their pressure points. 
They want to learn to speak 
their language. So, they rub 
shoulders with them. They 
talk to them. They help them. 

Most importantly, they make 
intentional efforts to show 
their neighbors how much 
they really care. Then, they 
look for open doors that the 
Holy Spirit provides to intro-
duce them to the Savior.
• Based on what you have 
learned and what God has 
shown you, now ask your 
questions. “What style of 
worship will most effectively 
enable us and the people we 
reach to experience God?” 
“Based on what we know 
about those we want to join 
us, would an informal or for-
mal atmosphere be better for 
us?” At this stage it is certainly 
appropriate to investigate 
those who have been success-
ful in reaching unchurched 
people. You will most likely 
learn some things that can 
help you develop your own 
strategy. (A note of caution as 

you do your research: Most 
models cannot be transposed 
onto your setting without 
some adjustments. In other 
words, some things that work 
for them will not automati-
cally work for your church.)

Becoming a “disciple-
making” church is a spiritual 
journey. The presence and the 
power of the Holy Spirit are 
not luxuries. They are necessi-
ties. There are no “quick fixes” 
or boxes of “instant evange-
lism.” 

Walk with God. Listen 
to His Spirit. Work hard. Be 
intentional. Keep the first 
things the first things. Ask 
questions. Do your home-
work. Utilize the tools that 
our church growth emphases 
have provided us. Most of all 
remember that we sow. We 
cultivate. We strategize. But 
God provides the increase. 

Ask the right questions at the right time

Do you want to come 
hear me preach 
tonight?” my friend 

asked outside the dining hall 
at Carson-Newman College 
on a Sunday afternoon in 
February of 1977. I told him 
“yes” so we made plans to 
drive together. 

Before he stood up to 
preach that evening, how-
ever, I listened as an attrac-
tive young lady from Temple 
Church, Baltimore, shared her 
testimony. She talked about 
being a summer missionary in 
Ocean City in 1976. Her name 
was Carol Engelmann. I don’t 

remember what the sermon 
was about, but I DO remember 
meeting Carol at the end of the 
service. By the time I was back 
on campus that evening, I was 
making plans to ask her out 
for a date. Thanksgiving Day, 
1978, I asked her to marry me. 
(She said “yes!”) 

For 24 years this young 
lady from Baltimore has been 
the love of my life, an out-
standing wife and mother in 
our home. I am so grateful that 
our heavenly Father brought 
our lives together! Two 
churches in our convention, 
Gethsemane and Greenridge, 

have been strengthened by 
Carol’s desire to serve with 
excellence. Your congregation 
in Maryland or Delaware expe-
riences the enthusiastic com-
mitment of wives and mothers 
just like Carol. Strong, gifted 
and talented ladies who care 
deeply about the core values of 
reaching and discipling their 
friends and neighbors. They 
offer amazing amounts of time 
and energy to the mission of 
our churches. Look around and 
you will notice their influence 
is everywhere!

This past year at 
Greenridge, for example, a 

team of women has led sev-
eral ministries to new levels of 
effectiveness. Their ability to 
accomplish tasks is remarkable. 

On July 7, I will give Carol 
an anniversary card, take her to 
dinner and tell her how much 
she means to me. My hope is 
that she will feel affirmed for 
staying beside her husband 
as, together, we raised three 
sons and served the Lord of 
the Church. On that Sunday 
evening 26 years ago God pro-
vided, unexpectedly, one of His 
very best gifts – the partner He 
had crafted just for me! Happy 
anniversary, Carol!

A Godly woman makes a difference
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Arundel Association

Weems Creek Church had 
an “Old Testament Made Simple” 
program last month.

Faith Church, Glen Burnie, 
had a God and Country musical 
presentation at Glen Burnie Towne 
Center on July 2. Members led a 
time of singing, flag waving and 
a tribute to those who serve in the 
armed forces. 

The church has “Thrilling 
Thursdays” offering fun Christ-
based activities for elementary 
age children. Summer missionary 
Jennifer Wildemuth, Naples, Fla., 
is coordinating the program. 

The church will have its 
annual Upward basketball camp 
this month.

Baltimore Association

Chestnut Ridge Church, 
Lutherville, had a flea market and 
bake sale last month. The church 
will sponsor a pot-luck dinner for 
Baltimore Christian Work Camp 
on July 25.   

First Church, Dundalk, cel-
ebrated God and Country Day 
with special services on June 29. In 
the evening, they had an old fash-
ioned hymn sing.

The church makes it easy 
for members to send encourag-
ing notes and greeting cards to 
each other. They have a wooden 
mailbox in the church foyer and 
volunteer mail carriers make the 
deliveries. 

In conjunction with The 
Dundalk Area Ministerial 
Association, the church will spon-
sor a special presentation featur-
ing singers Bill & Karen Itzel and 
a puppet show on August 2 at 
Heritage Park. The program is one 
of many acts in the “2003 Concerts 
In The Park” series that feature 
a variety of musical acts - Barber 
shop quartets, oldies, big band, 
country and more.

Woodbrook Church installed 
John Ballenger as its pastor on 
June 15. Ballenger grew up in 
Europe, the son of Isam Ballenger 
who was commissioned by the 
Foreign Mission Board (now the 
International Mission Board) in 
1965. John Ballenger was associ-
ate pastor of Seventh and James 
Church, Waco, Tex., and pastor 
of Candler Park Church, Atlanta. 
John and Susan have a baby 
daughter, Sydney Kate. 

Blue Ridge Association

Virginia Avenue Church, 
Hagerstown, scheduled its annual 
Fun Fair for May 10 with a rain 
date of May 17. May 10th got 
rained out. Judy Ridenour said 
the weather reports changed from 
day to day and even near the 
17th from hour to hour. At 8:30 
a.m. on May 17 the decision was 
made to move the festival indoors. 
Volunteers had to move quickly to 
transform the fellowship hall from 
classrooms to game and exhibit 
rooms. 

Three hundred people came 
in spite of the rain. 

The event included games 
with prizes, face painting, food, 
Bible stories and community 
service exhibits and talks and 
“freebies.” The fire marshal and 
representatives from the state 
police gave out coloring books and 
play tattoos. A representative from 
the Marines talked to teenagers 
about the advantages of serving 
the country while furthering their 
education. The Chick-Fil-A cow 
and the Hagerstown Sun’s Wooley 
Bee both came and strolled 

around the church. Members also 
used the opportunity to pre-regis-
ter for Vacation Bible School. 

Everyone who attended 
received goody bags with “Jesus” 
videos, books, balloons, pens and 
pencils, note pads and coupons. 

Delaware Association

About 28 teens and adults 
from Clinton, Miss., are work-

ing with members of Bethany 
Church, Wilmington, the week of 
July 5. The team is doing Backyard 
Bible Clubs and other outreach 
activities. 

A mission team from Bethany 
will go to Mississippi July 18 to 26. 

Ogletown Church, Newark, 
started a summer book club 
sponsored by the women’s 
ministry. The first book in June 
was “Stepping Heavenward” 
by Elizabeth Prentiss. They get 
together for fellowship and to dis-
cuss the book.

Delaware Association, in 
conjunction with the BCM/D 
and Miss. partnership, hosted 
125 youth from Miss., comprising 
a choir and orchestra and their 
chaperones, June 19 to 27. During 
the week, they had concerts at 
different churches throughout 
the convention and a final one in 
Miss.

Three BCM/D youth partici-
pated – Jordan Davis, Greensboro 
Church, Renee Phillips, First 
Southern Church and Stephanie 
Schroeder, Seaside Church.

Eastern Association

Spence Church, Snow Hill, 
has a “Summer Placation Days” 
program. One day a week volun-
teers share Bible activities, snacks 
and fun activities for elementary 
age school children.

Mid Maryland Associati

Mason Dixon Church’s J.O.Y. 
group had a luncheon and boat 
ride aboard Baltimore’s Bay Lady 
last month.

Elkridge Church, will 
have a “Jonah: An Overboard 
Adventure!” Bible School from 
July 20 to 25. 

The ministry team from 
Northwest Church, Reisterstown, 
presented the drama “Dear Diary” 
at Joe’s Place, a Christian coffee 
house in Chase, Md.  

Montgomery Association

Members of Philippine 
International Bible Church, 
Olney, distributed tracts and 
shared with visitors at the 
Philippine Fair in Washington, 
D.C.

Colesville Church, Silver 
Spring, recently called John Beall 

as its director of youth and Ken 
White as Director of Music. 

Kensington Church hosted 
a mission team from Bon Air 
Church, Richmond, Va. On July 
2, a group of 50 youth from Bon 
Air presented an evening of music 
featuring a praise team, girl’s 
ensemble, choir and handbells.

Kensington will have 
Vacation Bible School this month. 
The church is using the program 

“Son Harvest Country Fair” with 
a country fair theme. Kids will 
make blue ribbon crafts, eat home-
made country goodies, sing spe-
cial country fair songs and have 
a “Grandstand Revue” closing 
program. 

Martha Brooks retired as 
church clerk and office man-
ager of Georgia Avenue Church, 
Glenmont. Brooks served for 
more than 24 years.

Cassie Lauterbach, a member 
of Redland Church, Rockville, 
recently spoke at the Rockville 
Pregnancy Center. Lauterbach 
regularly speaks at Montgomery 
County schools teaching the 
“Worth the Wait” abstinence pro-
gram. 

Redland Church is in the 
midst of a series of Wednesday 
night programs titled “Parables 
from the Fishing Hole” based on 
the old “Andy Griffith Show.”

Potomac Association

Marbury Church hosted 126 
fishermen who were in town for a 
professional bass fisher’s tourna-
ment. They had twenty first-time 
professions of faith and 18 rededi-
cation decisions. 

Bayside Church, Chesapeake 
Beach, called Daniel Howard as 
its new pastor. Dan and his wife, 
Emily, are from Tampa, Fla. where 
he served as pastor of Northgate 
Church. They have two children, 
ten-year-old Jamie and six-year-
old Andrew. 

Prince George’s Associati

“The Jesus Jammers,” the 
youth choir from Whitehall 
Church, Accokeek, presented the 
musical “AMERIKIDS – In God 
We Trust.”

Members of Faith Church, 
Savage, will participate in Laurel’s 
4th of July parade. They’ll hand 
out booklets, tracks, candy and 
gum.  

Seven youth and two adults 
from Landover Hills Church 
will leave for Haiti on July 19 to 
work with Southern Baptist mis-
sionaries Sam and Delores York 
in the Central Plateau area. They 
will spend two weeks sharing 
Bible stories, doing puppet skits, 
music and crafts. They’ll also do 
some prayer walking and help dig 
hand-dug water wells and they’ll 

share Jesus with those they meet 
along the way.

The mission team worked 
hard to prepare for the trip. They 
completed a study course on 
“Sharing Jesus without Fear.” The 
team also spent a weekend at the 
Haitian Church in Seaford, Del. 
working with Facius Alfreide, 
pastor, and the members learn-
ing about the language, culture 
and foods. Money for the trip 
came from car washes, rent-a-
teen, dinners and gifts. They also 
had money donated through a 
memorial of a beloved 5th and 6th 
grade Sunday School teacher, Gil 
Robeson, who died last year in a 
car accident.

 The team was commissioned 
for their service on June 15. David 
Griesemer, pastor of Landover 
Hills Church, had groups of 12 
people pray over each one of 
them. Those groups were also 
given a picture of the person they 
prayed for so they can continue to 
pray for them while they prepare 
and while they’re in Haiti. 

Cresthill Church, Bowie, 
recently called Steve Halvorson as 
its youth pastor. The church had 
an old fashioned “pounding” to 
welcome Halvorson and his fam-
ily.

Cresthill had a blue unity 
Sunday on June 29 to kick off the 
“blue” phase of its master build-
ing program. The blue phase refers 
to the building of a new worship 
center. The special service was an 
opportunity for the congregation 
to come together to pray and com-
mit to the plans. After the service, 
members gathered for a luncheon. 
A blue shovel was displayed with 
the phrase “Pray for the Blue” 
written by it. 

Susquehanna Associa

A mission team of six volun-
teers from First Church, North 
East, ministered at Arabic Church 
of Ottawa, Can. The team helped 
with Vacation Bible School. 
Stephen Hokuf, pastor of First 
Church, was part of the group 
and preached to adults through an 
interpreter.  

The church also had a 
Victorian tea party to celebrate the 
115th birthday of W.M.U.  

Oak Grove Church, Bel 
Air, is gearing up for “Adventure 
Week” for its teens. This year it’s 
called “Good Knight” and has a 
medieval theme. Student minister 
Ralph Batykefer said he expects 
about 60 youth, middle and high 
school students to attend and he 
said they’re “pumped up” for it. 

During the day the teens will 
meet and will build castles out of 
grocery bag “blocks.” The high 
schoolers will make their castle on 
one side of a lake and the middle 
schoolers in the other. Both sides 
will build catapults to send water 
balloons sailing across to knock 
down their competitors castles. 
They’ll have tournament games 
– foam sword fights and piggy 
back jousting. They’ll make coats 
of arms of four pieces and have a 
scavenger hunt in a local park. The 
teens will have a rope quest on 
Robin Hood Challenge Day. 

In the evening, the teens will 
enjoy a meal prepared by parents 
and a Bible study. 

Batykefer said he’ll use the 
Kingdom Caper Vacation Bible 
School material for teens. Summer 
missionaries from Miss. will help 
lead the program. The finale will 
be a renaissance dinner with par-
ents invited. 

continued on page six
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Deacon Jim Burns’ Goodtime Trolley transported many 

neighborhood children to the Fun Fair to keep them from walking the 

day’s drizzle. Parents and children took rides just for the fun of it.

Prince George’s

Sunday School 
and Bible Teaching 
Conference

Burtonsville 
Baptist Church
3400 Spencerville Road
Burtonsville, MD 20866
(410) 421-9080

September 19-20, 2003
Friday 6:00-9:00 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m.-
1:00 p.m. Open to all

Age level conferences
Sponsored by 
Burtonsville 
Baptist Church
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By Chad Cravens

I was approached a little 
more than a year and a half 
ago about becoming the 

Hispanic ministry director/
church planter for Delaware 
and Eastern Associations. I 
knew there was a major need 
to reach out to the Hispanic 
population with Jesus Christ. 
I realize even more today of 
this need because I have come 
to learn the magnitude of the 
Hispanic population on the 
Delmarva Peninsula. In New 
Castle County, Del. alone there 
are between 85,000-100,000 
Hispanics. How are we going 
to reach them for Jesus? By 
reaching out to them and start-
ing new churches.  

Let me tell you how the 
Lord began a new Hispanic 
church start. In April 2002, 
Grace Church in Seaford, 

Del., began a new Hispanic 
work with the help of church 
member Martin Chavez. After 
meeting with the Chavez fam-
ily it wasn’t long before other 
friends and family members 
began to participate. Members 
of Grace Church and the 
new Hispanic congregation 
distributed fliers and cards 
and looked for opportuni-
ties to invite others to be a 
part of this new work. Today 
there are about 25 people 
who gather on Sundays and 
Wednesdays to worship and 
learn about the Lord. After a 
year of praying and searching 
for a Hispanic church planter 
for the new work in Seaford, 
we praise the Lord for send-
ing us Jean-Marc Montagnon 
who came on the field June 3, 
2003. 

Other churches within 
our multi-state convention 

share Grace Church’s vision 
to parent a Hispanic church 
start. I ask you to pray to 
the Lord of the harvest to 
send forth laborers (Hispanic 
church planters) into the field 
(Delmarva Peninsula) for it is 
white unto harvest.

Let me share another 
recent praise with you. In 
March 2003, the BCM/D held 
its first all-Spanish assess-
ment interview. Now that 
these assessments can be 
done in Spanish, it helps open 
the doors to receive more 
Hispanic church planters. 
However, there is still much 
to do before we are where we 
need to be. If you are blessed 
with knowing Spanish and 
English, the BCM/D could 
use your help in translating 
material for the assessment 
process. Please contact Donna 
Shiflett at (800) 466-5290 ext. 

226 for more information on 
how you can help. 

Each year thousands of 
migrant workers come to this 
area to work in the fields to 
help bring in the harvest of 
asparagus, corn, peaches, 
apples, strawberries, etc. They 
come to work and make a liv-
ing for themselves and their 
families. These men, women 
and children are in transition 
and may move from place to 
place several times a year. 
During times of transition or 
crisis, people are more open 
to hear and receive the gospel. 
Every life is precious to the 
Father. 

Thank you to all the 
churches that are involved in 
migrant work whether doing 
Bible school with the children, 
Bible studies with the adults 
or making health kits that are 
given in love.

Hispanic Ministry on the Delmarva Peninsula 

Vineyard:  An Eastern Shore church in right field
Lori Thornton

BaptistLIFE Correspondent

SALISBURY, Md.—The 
stands below are empty and 
the field is void of players. The 
day is Sunday, several hours 
before the first pitch is thrown. 
Spirits at the Delmarva 
Shorebirds Comcast stadium, 
however, are high. 

The Delmarva Shorebirds 
in Salisbury, Md., is the only 
minor league baseball stadium 
known to house a church wor-
ship service. In the Comcast 
Executive Club, above the first 
base line, bagels, doughnuts, 
coffee and juice are being 
served. Vineyard Church’s 
worship band warms up as 
worshippers gather. 

“I have seen how God 
has been instrumental in this 
from the very beginning,” 
shares Reid Sterrett, pastor at 
Vineyard Church. “This loca-
tion is a ready-made evange-
lism field.”

Vineyard Church was 
born out of Harvest Church 
in Salisbury. Harvest, a rela-
tively new church plant, had 
the vision to sponsor a new 
church start within its first five 
years. Sterrett felt led by God 
to plant a church and joined 
their efforts. Small groups met 
together for study and to seek 
God’s direction while continu-
ing to worship with Harvest 
Church.  

During Christmas 2002, 
Sterrett attended an outdoor 
Christmas program at a 
church across the street from 
the stadium. He saw the stadi-
um marquee advertising space 
for Christmas banquets. The 
idea of meeting in the stadium 
for worship services immedi-
ately interested him. 

Sterrett sensed God was 
leading him to pursue the 
possibility. He contacted the 
group events department 
at the stadium. Typically, 
an administrative assistant 
answers the telephone. On 
that day, group events man-
ager Jason Hall answered. 
Although not a believer at the 
time, the idea of a church ser-
vice at the stadium intrigued 
him. 

 “I thought it would be 
nice to bring something here” 
explains Hall, “especially for 
people who want to go to 
church before the game.” 

For three weeks, a core 
group of 25 from Harvest 
Church joined Sterrett and his 
family for “practice services” 
in the Comcast Executive 
Club. On Palm Sunday, 150 
gathered for Vineyard’s first 
official worship service. 

The atmosphere of the 
worship services reflects the 
venue in which they are held. 
Each participant is encour-
aged to “come as you are” in 
the sense of casual dress and 
previous experience with God. 
Worshippers sip coffee and eat 

pastries around tables before 
and throughout the service. A 
simple format is used includ-
ing worship through song 
led by the praise band and a 
relevant, yet uncompromising, 
message of Christ.

One of the goals of the 
church is to meet the spiritual 
needs of non-churched and 
hurting people. Attendees 
include people from diverse 
backgrounds. Sixty percent 
of the church’s make-up are 
those with little or no church 
experience. 

In addition to the 10 a.m. 
Sunday service, small groups 
meet during the week. The 
vision of the groups is to pro-
vide fellowship and a place 
where real needs can be met.

God has blessed the 
efforts of Vineyard Church. 
Since March, six decisions for 
Christ have been made and 
two people have been bap-
tized. 

One of the new Christians 
is Jason Hall. He admits he 
attended the Sunday services 
at first only to assist with 
technical details. However, 
his interest grew in what was 

taking place and he found 
himself wanting to attend. He 
now regularly attends with his 
wife and son. Extended family 
members also attend services. 

 “Having someone [Jason] 
on ‘the team’ to help with pro-
motions and extra touches,” 
says Pastor Sterrett, “adds 
to the success of our efforts. 
Overall, the stadium person-
nel have been very cooperative 
and have greatly supported 
our efforts.”  

Through the generosity 
of the stadium, the church 
has received 1000 free tickets 
to give away throughout the 
season and a half-page ad in 
each game book. They will 
also have the opportunity to 
throw out the first pitch of a 
game and to sing the national 
anthem at a game. 

Reid Sterrett attributes all 
blessings and success to God. 
He has been amazed to see 
His provisions and miracles 
along the way. Sterrett smiles, 
“Only God could take a little 
bit of means and provide a 
multi-million dollar facility 
with exposure of up to 8,000 
people at each game!” 

Members of Vineyard Church gather on Sundays in the Comcast Executive Club above the first base 

line and enjoy bagels, doughnuts, juice and coffee before the service.

“Only God could 

take a little bit of 

means and provide 

a multi-million 

dollar facility with 

exposure of up to 

8,000 people at 

each game!” 

        — Reid Sterrett

Chad Cravens

Hispanic Catalytic 

Missionary



By Aquilla Smith

Women throughout 
the convention are 
invited to attend 

the RefresHER Weekend, 
September 19-20, 2003, at the 
Sheraton Columbia Hotel, 
Columbia, Md. “The Potter’s 
Gift . . . You” is the theme for 
this retreat and will be an 
opportunity for all women 
18 years of age and above to 
learn how uniquely made we 
are.

The RefresHER Weekend, 
sponsored by the Women’s 
Ministry of BCM/D, is offered 
for enjoyment, relaxation away 
from home and delight in fel-
lowship with other women.

Each woman will be 
refreshed in mind, body and 
soul through humorous sto-
ries, small group interactions, 
worship and helpful hints to 
assist her in being the unique 
woman God intends her to be.

“The Potter’s Gift . . . You,” 
will be led by Lynda Tinnin 
Young of Atlanta. Lynda, co-
founder of Kindred Spirits 
International, speaks around 
the country helping women 
understand what God has for 
them to do and inspiring them 
to do it. She reaches people 
through conferences, publica-
tions and outreach ministries.

Lynda holds a masters 
degree in Religious Education 
and Early Childhood 
Education Administration. She 
has developed and directed 
child development centers at 
two of our SBC churches in 
Maryland as well as teaching 
in the public schools. She is a 
wife, mother of four children, 
and grandmother to eleven 
grandchildren. She attends 

Annistown Road Church, 
Atlanta, with her husband, 
John.

Participants will also 
enjoy Pawnee Camp, of 
Finksburg, Md., as she leads in 
singing and worship. Pawnee, 
well-known in the conven-
tion for her music and drama 
expertise, is the worship 
leader at Elders Church. She 
also writes a vivacious column 
occasionally in BaptistLIFE 
where she enables you to pic-
ture anew God’s creation. The 
amazing creation of snow, 
and the thrill of a thunder 
and lightening storm are two 
of the articles she has written 
this year. Her presence of just 
being alive is contagious!

Registration begins at 3:
00 PM. Friday afternoon. A 
sit-down dinner at 6:00 p.m., 
with a choice of chicken 
Mediterranean or grilled 
London broil, will be the offi-
cial beginning of the retreat. 
Breakfast and lunch will be 
served on Saturday, with a 
closing session after lunch, 
concluding at 2:00 p.m.

The price of the weekend 
is: one per room, $175; two per 
room each, $123; three or four 
per room each, $99. There will 
be a special time of fellowship 
around Lake Kittamaqundi, 
which the hotel borders, or in 
the Columbia Mall, with 200 
shops, two blocks away. There 
will also be a book store avail-
able from Lifeway.

For more informa-
tion call (800) 466-5290, 
extension 231 or 232. For 
hotel information, go to: 
www.sheratoncolumbia.com 
for information. Registration 
information will be mailed to 
all churches around August 1.
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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

BALTIMORE, Md.—“The 
best way I know for revival 
to come to the church is for 
revival to come to its lead-
ers,” Richard Blackaby told 
the 400 people who came to a 
spiritual leadership conference 
on May 16 and 17 at Middle 
River Church. Richard and his 
father Henry, authors of the 
books “Experiencing God” 
and “Spiritual Leadership” led 
the conference, hosted by the 
Baltimore Baptist Association. 
The event kicked off “Embrace 
Baltimore,” a preliminary 
step of the North American 
Mission Board’s Strategic 
“Focus Cities” initiative. “You 
are here tonight because God, 
who is sovereign, led you to 
be here. Free your mind and 
just say to God let it begin in 
me,” Blackaby said.

“Your thoughts are not 
God’s thoughts; your ways 
are not God’s ways. That 
same God is trying to save 
Baltimore,” he said. 

“Do you think you care 
about the city more than God 
does? His plan, everything in 
heaven is waiting. God honors 
leaders who put their trust 

in Him. God blesses people 
because of their leaders.” 

Spiritual leadership is 180 
degrees different from the 
world’s definition of leader-
ship, Henry Blackaby told the 
crowd. The world’s leaders 
strive to achieve their own 
goals following their own 
agendas. Spiritual leaders 
follow God’s agenda for His 
purposes.  

“Spiritual leaders take 
people from where they are to 
where God wants them to be,” 
Henry said. 

The father/son team, 
using illustrations from their 
own lives, called the group 
of preachers and lay leaders 
to repentance, recommitment 
and accountability. 

“Spiritual leaders…you 
must not allow the world to 
distract you from your assign-
ment,” Henry said.  

“You’re not there to teach 
a lesson. You’re there to take 
them from where they are to 
where God wants them to be. 
Be watching to see changes 
taking place in their lives,” he 
said. 

“You must have a passion-
ate concern about account-
ability – we’ve lost the fear of 
God. When you lose the fear 

of God you lose fear of sin and 
a sense of accountability.

“Have you had a constant 
awesome sense that you are 
standing before God – what 
did you do with the ones He 
gave you?”

The alter area was filled 
with people kneeling, answer-
ing the Blackabys’ call for-
ward. According to follow-up 
cards, 35 participants respond-
ed to a call to repentance, 
eighty-four committed to pray 
for Baltimore and 26 want to 
be involved in prayer groups. 

“Henry Blackaby doesn’t 
pull any punches. He doesn’t 
sugar coat anything,” Monica 
Bland said. Bland is a mem-
ber of New Life Fellowship 
Church, part of the Arundel 
Association. “I enjoyed it so 
much. They both did an excel-
lent job. What they were offer-
ing to us as leaders in church 
is a more realistic way of look-
ing at leadership – not just as 
a job – not just focusing on 
what we want to do but focus-
ing on God’s agenda.”

Gregory Frizzell, 
author of “Returning to 
Holiness” will lead the 
next Embracing Baltimore 
event, with the same title, on 
Oct. 11 at Colonial Church, 

Randallstown. Frizzell is 
the prayer and spiritual 
awakening specialist for the 
Baptist General Convention 
of Oklahoma. He is a nation-
ally known speaker and has a 
multi-state radio ministry. 

Blackaby conference calls leaders to repentance

“Freedom Through Forgiveness”
November 7-9, 14-16, 2003

Ocean City, MD

Fall Festival of Marriage is a Christ-centered 
enrichment weekend designed to help a husband 
and wife grow in their relationship with God 
and with each other, all in a special, great-escape 
location!

For more information contact Fred Reyes, 
Lead Adult Event Coordinator, LifeWay 
Church Resources at 615.251.5093 
or fred.reyes@lifeway.com. 
Register online at 
www.lifeway.com.

early bird 

discounts are 

available!

Sheraton Columbia hosts 

RefresHER Weekend 

Henry Blackaby (right) encourages church 

leaders collectively  and individually to “take 

people from where they are to where God 

wants them to be.”

2003 RefresHER Weekend

September 19-20, 2003
Sheraton Columbia Hotel

Columbia, MD

“ for all women of the church 
and their friends”

Lynda 
Young
Speaker from
Kindred Spirits 
International

Pawnee 
Camp
Music and 
Drama

for more information call (800) 466-5290 ext. 232  
“The Potter’s Gift” 2003 RefresHER Weekend

Aquilla Smith

Consultant for Women’s 

Enrichment
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Hunger relief for Iraq

Ellen Udovich, BCM/D consultant for lay mobilization, 

coordinated the collection of 209 family food boxes sent 

to Iraq by BCM/D churches. In addition, many families 

and congregations sent funds through BCM/D or directly 

through the International Mission Board to provide hunger 

relief to the Iraqi people. 

By Iris White
Associate Editor

COLUMBIA, Md.— 
Mayberry still exists and 
according to Kenny Heath, 
director of missions in Western 
Association (WBA), he lives 
in it. “I would like to be like 
Andy, but in reality I am more 
like Barney Fife or Ernest T. 
Bass,” Kenny said.

Several years ago when 
Kenny and his wife, Deborah, 
were eating at a restaurant 
in LaVale, Md., they thought, 
“if God wanted us here, He 
wouldn’t have to force us.” 

God was apparently pre-
paring them even then because 
in 1997 He did call them to 
serve in Western Association. 
Upon arrival, it was obvious 
that they were outsiders and 
would have to earn the respect 
of the community with tender 
loving care. 

“New people remain out-
siders for a long time. They 

look at outsiders and ask ‘what 
are they going to take from 
us,’” Kenny said. “In every-
thing we do, we have to invest 
time, time, time. I would have 
to summarize the ministry as 
just ‘love on them.’”

Bill Barker, director 
for Appalachian Regional 
Ministries, said, “Nothing here 
happens quickly, but when it 
happens, it’s lasting.” 

Kenny’s assistant, Rhea 
Pritts, helps him relate to 
the community. “She under-
stands how they think and 
work. She’s a good sounding 
board and keeps me on track,” 
Kenny said.  With a grin, he 
describes Pritts as “she who 
knows all, almost.”

From the beginning of 
their ministry, Kenny and his 
family loved the people. “They 
are good people and would 
give you the shirts off their 
backs,” he said. “They don’t 
play games and they say what 
they mean.” 

There are 19 churches 
in Western Association: 12 
in Allegheny County, five 
in Garrett County and two 
in West Virginia with a 
population of approximately 
125,000, of which 66,000 are 
unchurched.

Kenny knew they would 
have to use non-threatening 
methods to reach the people. 
The Lord provided the perfect 
opportunity. Deborah heard 
about operating baby comfort 
stations at county fairs to reach 
the unsaved. The Heaths pre-
sented the idea to the churches 
and, after three months of 
prayer, they agreed to be a 
part of it.

Now Western Association 
operates a baby comfort sta-
tion at two county fairs, 
Allegany and Garrett. Darla 
Lewis, LaVale Church, coor-
dinates the comfort station at 
the Allegany fair in July and 
Don Weeks, Pleasant View 
Church, Oakland, coordinates 

the ministry at the Garrett 
fair in August. Churches and 
individuals donate all the sup-
plies and volunteers staff the 
comfort station. As of 2002, 
they were also assisted by the 
BCM/D state missions offer-
ing.

The baby comfort station 
is housed in a 32 ft. by 25 ft. 
tent, which is divided into 
three rooms. One room has 
two changing tables, which 
are sanitized after each use. 
Another room has two rocking 
chairs and a bottle warmer. 
The third room has a sitting 
area, free water, face painting, 
balloon tying and give-aways. 
Volunteers stand out front and 
greet people as they come and 
go.

They also give away walk-
ing sticks, which are 36 in. 
sticks with a rawhide handle 
— an idea that originated with 
the Fellowship of Christian 
Farmers. Last year, during a 
one-hour time period, they 
gave away 100 walking sticks 
to people who agreed to listen 
to a two-minute walking stick 
story that included the Gospel 
presentation. Sixteen adults 
were saved.

For the second consecu-
tive year, Kenny agreed to 
lead the opening vesper ser-
vice at the Allegheny County 
Fair. He will be the Master 
of Ceremonies complete with 
overalls, preaching, singing 
and country-style comedy.

Not only do they minister 
at county fairs, but also in a 
local garage. For the last three 
years, Roger Wright has made 
his garage in Cumberland 
available to Richard Ford, a 
“mechanic missionary.” Ford 
and his wife, Judy, travel from 
Louisville, Miss., each year as 
Service Corp Volunteers with 
the North American Mission 
Board to repair cars of pas-
tors and churches. Wright is 
a member of Second Church, 
Cumberland, and is also a 

mechanic. This year they did 
$3,200 worth of work for only 
$1,500, charging only for parts.

Through the Mississippi/
BCM/D partnership, Ford was 
invited to Maryland. “Isn’t 
it amazing to see what God 
started four years ago,” Ford 
said. He plans to expand the 
ministry to also include repair-
ing vehicles for single moms 
and widows.

Kenny’s whole family is 
involved in missions, but he 
says Deborah is the “real mis-
sionary in the family.” She 
ministers to pastors’ wives and 
works with women’s minis-
tries in various churches. She 
also leads the WBA Ladies’ 
Retreat at Deep Creek Lake 
each year with the assistance 
of pastors’ wives and other 
women in the churches. He 
describes his children (Mary, 
12 and Clayton, 9) as “mem-
bers” of all 19 churches. They 
attend worship and Sunday 
school at Graceland Church, 
Ridgely, W.V.; youth group at 
Grace Church, Cumberland, 
Md.; and TeamKid at LaVale 
Church.

 “I don’t know why God 
brought us here, except for us 
to learn how to totally depend 
on Him,” Kenny said.

Western Association 
Upcoming Events

July 20-27
Allegany County Fair 

August 11-17
Garrett County Fair

October 3-4
“Humongous” Training 

Event Location TBD

October 27-30
FAITH Training at 

Christ Memorial Church, 
Westernport, Md.

Western reaches people in unconventional ways 

Kenny Heath, Director of Missions, Western 

Association, says the issue is “not how can I do 

the work, but how can I get out of the way.”

Western Association

About 70 attended a mother/
daughter banquet, sponsored by 
members of the women’s minis-
try at Christ Memorial Church, 
Westernport. Each lady intro-
duced herself and her mother or 
told about her mother. 

Various ladies shared photos, 
poems and special music. Pawnee 
Camp was the guest speaker, shar-
ing her heart about moms and 
their lasting legacies in the lives of 
their families. 

In June, the ladies hosted 
a Father’s Day breakfast with 
about 40 in attendance. Each dad 
received a hearty breakfast and a 
gift. 

The church also began a 
widow’s ministry, visiting with 
cards and cakes for the women’s 
birthdays.

Miscellaneous

Tri-County Church will con-
duct Backyard Bible Clubs with 
a church in Garner, N.C., July 17 
to August 1. One of Tri-County’s 
young adults, 18-year-old Josh 

Ellis, is serving with the 101st 
Army Airborne Division in Iraq. 
After reading an encouraging let-
ter from Ellis, Tri-County mem-
bers organized a rally to support 
all of the troops. 

They also made 150 large 
buttons with Ellis’s basic training 
graduation picture and the words 
“Pray for Josh” and distributed 
them through the community.  

Port Ministry 

Brian Birner, Baltimore’s Port 
Ministry director reported that 
he and other volunteers met two 
Christian Filipino men, Joseph 
and Neal. The men have an ongo-
ing Bible study on their ship, but 
were short on materials. Birner 
arranged to equip the men with 
Sunday School material, books, 
Bibles, sermon tapes and the 
“Jesus” video. Birner also met 
a Filipino man named Nelson. 
Nelson, a believer, came to church 
with Birner and afterwards went 
to Birner’s home for dinner and 
fellowship.  Before he left, Birner 
gave him sermon tapes and study 
materials.  

continued from page three
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By Mark Kelly

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—
Thirty-seven home office staff 
members of the Southern 
Baptist International Mission 
Board (IMB) were notified 
June 10 that their jobs were 
being eliminated in order to 
keep the agency’s 2003 expen-
ditures in line with anticipat-
ed income.

Both management and 
support positions were affect-
ed by the reduction. A total 
of 61 full-time and part-time 
positions were eliminated. 
Some were vacancies that will 
not be filled. 

The staff reduction was 
the second step taken by 
board leadership in the past 
week to reduce expenses and 
prevent deficit spending. On 
June 5, IMB leaders announced 
limits on the number of new 
workers that will be sent over-
seas in 2003 and 2004.

Both steps were taken 
after the 2002 Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering fell almost 
$10 million short of its $125 
million goal, complicating a 
financial situation already 
stressed by declining invest-
ment income and a rapidly 
increasing missionary force.

“The decisions to reduce 
staff and hold back new mis-
sionaries were extremely 
difficult to make,” said IMB 
President Jerry Rankin.

“This has been a painful 
process, and every effort had 
been made to minimize the 

impact of budget reductions,” 
he said. “Many of the stateside 
employees who are leaving 
have given many years of 
devoted service 
to the IMB.

“It hurts to 
lose people who 
are not only 
colleagues and 
co-workers, but 
friends with 
bills to pay and 
families to feed. We are like 
family, every one passionately 
committed to the cause of 
reaching our world for Jesus 
Christ.”

Since 78 percent of the 
IMB’s $268.8 million basic 
operating budget provides 
support and benefits for mis-
sionaries and staff, there was 
no way to avoid an impact on 
stateside staffing in reducing 
expenses, Rankin said. 

Employees losing jobs will 
receive outplacement assis-
tance and severance packages. 
Prior to the action, the board 
had just over 500 positions on 
its job register.

In order to continue to 
give priority to its overseas 
ministries and support of mis-
sionaries, a number of prod-
ucts, resources and services 
also are being suspended.

Perhaps the most signifi-
cant action to reduce products 
and services will be suspend-
ing publication of the IMB’s 
flagship magazine, “The 
Commission.” Printing and 
postage costs for the publica-

tion totaled $800,000 in the 
2003 budget. The board will 
continue to publish the on-line 
version of the magazine.

“As much as it hurts, we 
must remain fiscally respon-
sible and keep expenses 
within the bounds of the 
income the churches provide,” 
Rankin said. “Support from 
the churches has continued 
to increase every year, but 
gifts have not kept pace with 
a spectacular rate of growth 
in the number of missionary 
personnel.”

In each of the past two 
years, the International 
Mission Board has sent out 
more than 1,000 new mission-
aries. The board currently has 
5,545 fully supported workers 
serving among 1,497 people 
groups worldwide.

While the board’s mission-
ary count grew 8.7 percent 
from 2000 to 2002, combined 
income from the Cooperative 
Program and Lottie Moon 
offering increased 1.5 percent 
during the same period.

In addition to reducing 
the number of staff in its 
Richmond headquarters, the 
IMB also has imposed limits 
on the number of new workers 

that will be sent out this year 
and next.

Approximately 100 can-
didates who hoped to begin 

long-term mission-
ary careers this 
year have been 
deferred to next 
year or put on hold. 
The number of new 
short-term person-
nel also will be 
reduced by 30 per-

cent this year.
“It is painful to be reduc-

ing staff and holding back 
missionaries when there are so 
many missions opportunities 
around the world and God 
is moving in such dramatic 
ways,” Rankin said.

“We will seek to use this 
challenge to assess those min-
istries and services that are 
most essential to our task,” 
Rankin said. “Lack of funding 
will help us refine overseas 
strategies and methodologies, 
practice better stewardship 
and give more emphasis to 
ensuring that new missionar-
ies are going to the most stra-
tegic assignments.

“But we also are praying 
this will be a wake-up call 
to Southern Baptists to give 
a higher priority to our mis-
sions task and impact a world 
beyond our local budgeted 
programs,” he said. “This 
should challenge us to rethink 
our church budgets, evaluate 
our lifestyles and give more 
sacrificially to things of eter-
nal value.”
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IMB eliminates 61 jobs to keep expenses in line 

By Shannon Baker
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—Over 
400 tickets were sold and 17 
churches and every associa-
tion in the convention were 
represented 
at this year’s 
Summer Breeze 
concert, jointly 
sponsored by 
South Columbia 
Church’s 
youth minis-
try, SOCOYO, 
and the Baptist 
Convention 
of Maryland/
Delaware. 

During the 
event, 79 youth 
stood stating 
they made a 
decision for Christ, with sever-
al of them staying to talk with 
counselors, Mike McDonald, 
SOCOYO’s leader, said.

Held at Columbia’s 
Hammond High School, 
the June 13 Summer Breeze 
included concerts by KJ52, 
a holy hip hop artist, and 
Pillar, a Christian rock band. 
Nationally recognized youth 
evangelist Rick Amato also 
provided a stirring evangelistic 
message.

“Summer Breeze was 
a success,” McDonald said, 
explaining the outreach goals, 
which he summarizes in 
three words: Aware, Respond, 
Connect. 

“We desire that all youth 
would be aware of Christian 
music and that Christians do 
have fun,” he said. “Of course, 

our ultimate goal is that the 
youth will be aware of Christ 
and respond to the Gospel. 
And then we want to see them 
connected to a local body of 
Christ where they can grow 
and thrive.” 

Acknowledging that 
there are over 25,000 youth 
in Howard County alone, 
McDonald admits that it will 
take all the churches working 
together to reach teenagers. 

“The Summer Breeze con-
cert series is simply an excuse 
for all the youth ministries 
to come together to advance 
the Gospel,” he said. “We are 
doing our best to take the 
Great Commission in Matthew 
28 very seriously.”

Thom Thornton, BCM/D 
consultant for student/colle-
giate ministries and evange-
lism, also sees the potential for 
reaching today’s generation 
using concerts and other teen-
oriented outreaches. 

At the same time, he real-
izes that most churches do not 
have the resources to sponsor 

such events on their own. 
“We want to partner with 

local churches in what they are 
already doing by providing 
resources and assisting them in 
their mission to reach youth for 
Christ,” he said.

For Summer 
Breeze, Thornton 
said the BCM/D 
was able to develop 
15,000 promotional 
postcards and mail 
them in bulk to 
over 500 churches 
in the multi-state 
convention. “This 
is difficult for local 
churches to do, but 
we are here to pro-
vide assistance in 
any way we can,” 
Thornton said.

The extra effort 
paid off. As Trace Forbes, a 
ninth grade Roosevelt High 
School student and bass guitar-
ist for SOCOYO’s praise band, 
scanned the crowd before the 
concert, he breathlessly pro-
claimed, “I am excited because 
there are a lot more people 
here than ever before.” 

In fact, nearly five times 
as many people came to the 
concert, compared to its debut 
four years ago. Only about 
150 people attended the first 
Summer Breeze. It began as 
an internal youth event with 
an in-house drama team and 
youth praise band at South 
Columbia Church, McDonald 
recounted. 

“But then we wanted 
Summer Breeze to reflect our 
outreach into the community,” 
he continued, explaining the 

intentional move from an 
inward focus to an outward 
one.

“Summer Breeze is a really 
good way to reach out to the 
community and express God’s 
love,” agreed Erin Hillmar, a 
ninth-grader at Atholton High 
School. Like other youth group 
members, Hillmar bought 
tickets and gave some away 
at her school. Though some of 
her friends were a little taken 
aback that it was a Christian 
concert, many of them were 
excited about coming, she said. 

“The most exciting thing 
to me is that there are over 
50 adults here to help,” noted 
James Goodier, a Liberty 
University youth ministry stu-
dent and a former member of 
South Columbia’s youth group. 
Goodier serves as a youth min-
istry intern at South Columbia. 
The entire effort has taught 
him much about organization 
and about the giftedness that 
comes from the local church. 

Equally demonstrative in 
their willingness to serve has 
been the SOCOYO teens. In 
addition to setting up, many 
were cleaning up until 1:30 in 
the morning, McDonald said.

“I hope that they’ll look 
back five to 10 years from now 
and say, ‘we helped make that 
happen,’” he said. For now, 
McDonald says he feels peace-
ful knowing that his group 
was being obedient. 

 “To sit back and watch 
God move was so meaningful,” 
he said. He paused and then 
excitedly added, “In years to 
come, we’re going to be able to 
do so much more.”

Record numbers of teens attend annual MD concert 
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By BP staff, Jerilynn 
Armstrong, James Dotson, 

Michael Foust, Jason 
Hall, Dwayne Hastings, 
Mark Kelly, Tom Strode, 

Chris Turner and Karen L. 
Willoughby

PHOENIX (BP)—A pledge 
to build “Kingdom families” 
founded upon biblical prin-
ciples and mandates high-
lighted the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s annual meeting 
June 17-18 in Phoenix.

The denomination held its 
first-ever “Kingdom Family 
Rally” June 16, a day before 
the convention officially began 
and the last day of the Pastors’ 
Conference. 

Kingdom Family Rally
Dennis Rainey, execu-

tive director of Family Life 
Today, addressed the Kingdom 
Family Rally, telling messen-
gers that the battle to protect 
traditional family values “is 
the most important battle 
Southern Baptists have waged 
since you struggled over the 
inerrancy of Scripture.” Rainey 
added that “you have won the 
battle for the Bible. If we lose 
the family, we will lose the 
church.”

Focus on the Family 
founder James Dobson and his 
wife, Shirley, addressed mes-
sengers via videotape. “We 
simply can’t let the institution 
of family be destroyed by the 
post modernism that swirls 
around us,” James Dobson 
said.

Several thousand families 
pledged in writing to build 
their families upon the Seven 
Pillars: “Honoring God’s 
Authority, 
Respecting 
Human Life, 
Exercising 
Moral Purity, 
Serving My 
Church, 
Using Time 
Wisely, 
Practicing 
Biblical 
Stewardship 
and Sharing 
the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.”

The pil-
lars were 
developed 
by the SBC 
Council 
of Family 
Life, which 
announced 
that “Kingdom Family 
Conferences” will be held in 
various locations beginning 
this fall. The first one will take 
place in Oklahoma City Aug. 
11-12, followed by conferences 
in Wheat Ridge, Colo., Sept. 4-
5; Brandon, Fla., Oct. 2-3, and 
Highland, Calif., Nov. 6-7.

“We can’t go back and 
unlive our past,” said Tom 
Elliff, council chairman. “But 
by the grace of God, from this 
moment on, we can be what 
God wants us to be – as a fam-
ily.”

Executive Committee 
Southern Baptist 

Convention messengers 
adopted a budget June 17 
that included funding for 
“Cooperative Program 101” 
seminary classes.

Messengers adopted 
a 2003-04 Cooperative 
Program allocation budget of 
$182,323,110 in which the first 
$250,000 in excess of the bud-
get will go toward Cooperative 
Program education at the 
six SBC seminaries. The pro-
gram has yet to be developed. 
Chapman urged Southern 
Baptists to support the 
Cooperative Program, saying 
that “we need to be reminded 
of how valuable” it is and how 
it enables the denomination to 
reach “many more people for 
Christ together” than all the 
churches could do separately.

In other executive commit-
tee business, messengers:
• approved San Antonio, 

Texas, as the convention 
site for 2007. The scheduled 
dates are June 12-13.

• approved a rewording of 
the International Mission 
Board ministry statement. 
The new wording better 
reflects the IMB’s current 
mission strategy and meth-
odology.

• approved the SBC calen-
dar of activities for 2007-
08. The calendar includes 
amendments adding a “Day 
of Prayer and Fasting for 
World Evangelization” and 
an “On Mission in Baptist 
Associations” week begin-
ning in the 2003-04 calendar.

• a resolution of apprecia-
tion for the members of 
the Southern Baptist 
Council on Family Life.

Executive Committee 
President Morris H. Chapman 
asked Southern Baptist to fall 
on their knees and pray for a 
national “spiritual awaken-
ing.” Ken Hemphill, formerly 

president of Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
was introduced as the new 
national strategist for the SBC’s 
Empowering Kingdom Growth 
initiative.

Election of Officers
Graham, pastor of Dallas-

area Prestonwood Church, 
was re-elected president for 
another one-year term. Ron 
Zinn of Immanuel Church in 
Highland, Calif., was elected 
first vice president, while 
William Wagner, profes-
sor of evangelism and mis-
sions at Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary, was 
elected second vice presi-
dent. John Yeats, editor of the 
Oklahoma Baptist Messenger, 
was re-elected recording secre-
tary, while Jim Wells, director 

of missions to the Tri-County 
Baptist Association (Mo.), was 
re-elected registration secre-
tary. All were elected without 
opposition.

Delivering his presiden-
tial address, Graham charged 
Southern Baptists to be salt 
and light in a lost world. “If we 
are going to make a difference, 
we of course must be differ-
ent,” he said.

Committee on Nominations
Seventy Southern Baptists 

from 35 state Baptist con-
ventions have been named 
to serve on the 2003 SBC 
Committee on Nominations.

The Committee on 
Nominations will nominate 
people to serve on the SBC’s 
boards, commissions and com-
mittees. They will present their 
report to the 2004 SBC annual 
meeting in Indianapolis.

The commit-
tee is made up 
of two people 
from each state 
convention  – one 
layperson and 
one in church-
related vocational 
work.

Committee 
on nominations 
members are 
selected by the 
SBC committee 
on committees.

J. Keet Louis, 
a member of 
the Dallas-area 
Prestonwood 
Church, will 
serve as chair-
man of the 
Committee on 

Nominations.
The following committee 

members were elected from 
Maryland/Delaware – A. Fred 
Dyer, White Marsh Church, 
Perry Hall; Ishwaran Mudliar, 
Liberty Church, Lisbon.

Task Force on Ministry to 
Homosexuals

The task force on ministry 
to homosexuals was formed by 
LifeWay Christian Resources 
and the Ethics & Religious 
Liberty Commission follow-
ing the 2001 SBC meeting. 
Speaking in Phoenix, task 
force members said Southern 
Baptists can share the Gospel 
with homosexuals and reach 
out to them in other ways 
while not compromising the 
biblical truth that homosexual-
ity is a sin.

Task force member 
Richard Land, president of the 
Ethics and Religious Liberty 
Commission, told how years 
ago he reached out to homo-
sexuals when he was pastor of 
a church in the New Orleans 
French Quarter. Saying it is 
“one of the loneliest” and 
“saddest” lifestyles he has 
observed.

“We can accept them and 
not accept their lifestyle,” 
he said, drawing a parallel 
between accepting an alcoholic 
but not accepting the behavior.

Singling out groups that 
say homosexuals cannot be 
saved, LifeWay President 
James T. Draper Jr. said such 
groups do not share the “spir-
it” or the “attitude” of the SBC. 
He said he finds the teachings 
of such groups “nauseating.”

Task force members said 
the Gospel must be pro-
claimed to all people, includ-
ing homosexuals. Land said 
Southern Baptists must “prac-
tice lifestyle-blind evangelism” 
because “everyone needs the 
Gospel.”

SBC Business
In business matters, mes-

sengers overwhelmingly 
defeated a move to restore 
reduced funding to the Baptist 
World Alliance in the 2003-04 
SBC operating budget. While 
the change has yet to take 
effect, the budget will reduce 
funding to the BWA from 
$425,000 to $300,000.

Paul Pressler, who serves 
on the Executive Committee’s 
BWA study subcommittee, 
said the reduction was a com-
promise between Southern 
Baptists who want to totally 
defund the BWA and those 
who want to retain the current 
level.

Resolutions
Messengers to the 2003 

Southern Baptist Convention 
annual meeting repudiated 
previous resolutions on abor-
tion from three decades ago, 
while reaffirming their com-
mitment to the biblical view of 
marriage and the family and 
to religious liberty.

In its morning session June 
18 at the Phoenix Civic Center, 
the convention voted with 
unanimity or near unanimity 
to approve each of eight reso-
lutions.

2003 SBC convention in Phoenix focuses on families

Jack Graham, center, president of the Southern Baptist 

Convention, stands with fellow officers. With Graham are, from 

left, Jim Wells, registration secretary; John Yeats, recording 

secretary; Rob Zinn, first vice president; and Bill Wagner, second 

vice president.

2003 SBC Annual 

Meeting Coverage
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Richard Land, second from left, president of the Ethics & Religious 

Liberty Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention, makes 

a comment during a press conference with the SBC’s Task Force 

on Ministry to Homosexuals. With him are, from left, Bill Merrell, 

vice president for convention relations; Jimmy Draper, president, 

LifeWay Christian Resources, task force convener; Tim Wilkins, 

director, Cross Ministry, Wake Forest, N.C.; and Bob Stith, pastor, 

Carroll Church, Southlake, Texas. 

continued on page nine
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The resolutions adopted:
• Reiterated the SBC’s opposi-

tion to the Supreme Court’s 
Roe v. Wade decision legal-
izing abortion 30 years ago 
and expressed regret that 
previous actions had sup-
ported abortion.

• Renewed Southern Baptists’ 
commitment to the biblical 
model of the family and the 
permanence of marriage.

• Reaffirmed absolute religious 
liberty in this country and 
abroad, including the right to 
convert from the religion of a 
person’s birth.

• Renounced all anti-Semitism.
• Restated opposition to the 

legalization of same-sex mar-
riage.

• Endorsed U.S. military action 
in Iraq as a “warranted 
action based upon historic 
principles of just war” and 
called for prayer for the 
rebuilding of that country.

• Supported humanitarian 
efforts to relieve the global 
AIDS crisis and encouraged 
Southern Baptists to act com-
passionately toward those 
with the disease.

• Expressed appreciation for 
the people of Phoenix, the 
Southern Baptists of the area, 
as well as all others involved 
in the proceedings of the 
annual meeting.

A lengthy resolution titled 
“On 30 Years of Roe v. Wade” 
not only restated the SBC’s 
belief the 1973 ruling was “an 
act of injustice against inno-
cent unborn children as well 
as against vulnerable women 
in crisis pregnancy situa-
tions,” but it said convention 
resolutions in 1971 and 1974 
“accepted unbiblical premises 
of the abortion rights move-
ment, forfeiting the opportu-
nity to advocate the protection 
of defenseless women and 
children.”

In 1971, SBC messengers 
approved a resolution that 
endorsed legislation that would 
permit abortion in the cases 
of “rape, incest, clear evidence 
of severe fetal deformity and 
carefully ascertained evidence 
of the likelihood of damage 
to the emotional, mental and 
physical health of the mother.” 
The 1974 convention affirmed 
the 1971 resolution.

The convention began 
adopting pro-life resolutions in 
the early 1980’s after the con-
servative resurgence began.

The resolution expresses 
a desire for “the day when the 
act of abortion will be not only 
illegal, but also unthinkable.” 
It urges Southern Baptists to 
adopt “unwanted children” 
and to minister to women in 
crisis pregnancies. It also calls 
for enactment of a ban on 
partial-birth abortion, which 
involves the killing of a nearly 
totally delivered child in the 
fifth or sixth month of preg-
nancy.

“On the 30th anniver-
sary [of Roe v. Wade], we 
thought [the previous SBC 
actions] deserved our atten-
tion,” Resolutions Committee 
chairman Mike Hamlet told 
reporters in a news confer-
ence. Hamlet is pastor of First 
Church North Spartanburg, 
S.C.

Messengers affirmed mar-
riage as the union of a man 
and a woman in adopting a 
resolution opposing a growing 
movement to legalize same-sex 

marriage in the United States 
and other countries. Vermont 
legalized “civil unions” 
between same-sex couples in 
2000, and California’s legis-
lature recently granted mar-
riage-like rights to homosexual 
partners.

The Resolutions 
Committee “did not see a sense 
of conflict” in presenting the 
resolution at a meeting where 
an outreach to homosexuals 
was promoted, Hamlet said.

In keeping with the meet-
ing’s emphasis on families, a 
resolution titled “On Kingdom 
Families” urged churches to 
strengthen marriages and 
homes through preaching, 
teaching, counseling and 
“restorative church discipline.”

In its resolu-
tion on religious 
liberty, the con-
vention urged the 
federal govern-
ment to advocate 
religious liberty 
overseas and to 
consider coun-
tries’ policies 
on persecution 
and religious 
discrimination 
in making deci-
sions on foreign 
aid. It also cited 
recent criticism of 
Southern Baptists 
and other evan-
gelicals as intol-
erant because 
of their belief in 
Jesus as the only 
Savior.

“We believe in religious 
liberty for anyone and every-
one,” he said. “So that was a 
statement that applies not only 
to Islamic people but to all 
people. So it was not pointed 
just at Islam.”

Wiley Drake of First 
Southern Church in Buena 
Park, Calif., introduced amend-
ments to both the Iraq and reli-
gious liberty resolutions, but 
messengers overwhelmingly 
defeated both.

In addition to Hamlet and 
Moore, other members of the 
resolutions committee were 
Jim Butler of Mississippi; Craig 
Christina of Oklahoma; Penna 
Dexter and Brandon Thomas, 
both of Texas; J.D. Greear of 
North Carolina; Randy Hahn 
of Virginia; Dale Wallace of 
Alabama; and Calvin Wittman 
of Colorado.

International Mission Board
International Mission 

Board President Jerry Rankin 
reported that missionaries bap-
tized more than 421,000 new 
believers and planted more 
than 8,300 churches in 2002. 

“God is at work with 
amazing numbers of bap-
tisms and new churches being 
reported,” he said. Rankin 
added that Southern Baptists 
are giving in record numbers 
but “even those resources are 
not keeping pace” with the 
number of new missionaries.

“We must realize that God 
has blessed and prospered us 
as Southern Baptists, not to 
take pride in our programs and 
what we can do here, but to be 
a light to the nations, to carry 
his salvation to the ends of the 
earth,” Rankin said. 

International Mission 
Board representative Don 
Caswell, who was shot twice in 
Jibla, Yemen, in December but 

survived, appeared alongside 
his wife, Teri, and their two 
sons. They thanked Southern 
Baptists for their prayers and 
announced they intend to 
return to Yemen in August.

North American Mission 
Board

North American Mission 
Board President Robert E. 
Reccord announced that 
NAMB will hold a series of 
“Elevate” conferences next 
year designed for the 18-29 age 
group. The first will be held 
Jan. 22-24 in suburban Dallas, 
followed by another one Feb. 
19-21 in Charlotte, N.C.

“Since its beginning the 
North American Mission Board 
has been focused on building 

the next generation, teaching 
them the gifts of evangelism 
and missions – and to say, if 
you embrace them, you can 
change your world,” Reccord 
said.

His challenge to messen-
gers and all Southern Baptists 
was to do the same – taking 
seriously the spiritual crisis at 
hand.

“For too long Christians 
have treated the enemy like 
he’s not real, or at least not a 
credible threat,” Reccord said. 
“... It’s an attitude that has 
turned us into toy soldiers, 
rather than Special Forces for 
the Lord Jesus Christ. We say 
we are answering His call, 
but we load up with so much 
safety gear, we can’t jump out 
of the plane and into the lives 
of those who are on the edge of 
destruction.”

LifeWay Christian Resources
LifeWay Christian 

Resources is focusing its vision 
on the lives of people, LifeWay 
President James T. Draper Jr. 
told messengers. Reading from 
the organization’s vision state-
ment, he said: “As God works 
through us we will help people 
and churches know Jesus 
Christ and seek His Kingdom 
by providing biblical solutions 
that spiritually transform indi-
viduals and cultures.” Draper 
then shared some highlights 
of the ways God is working 
through LifeWay:

• True Love Waits: “Ten 
years ago we sketched True 
Love Waits out on a paper 
napkin from our cafeteria,” 
Draper said. “We had no 
budget or staff for the cam-
paign, but I said, ‘Go for the 
dream and let’s see if God is 
in it.’ It caught on fast and 10 
years later has transformed an   
entire culture.”

International Mission 
Board missionaries to Uganda 
Larry and Sharon Pumpelly 
10 years ago introduced the 
biblically based sexual absti-
nence program to that country. 
Studies show that AIDS/HIV 
has decreased by more than 
30 percent over the decade, 
Draper reported.

• FAITH is a five-year-old 
strategy designed to train 
Sunday School classes how to 
incorporate and evangelize the 
unchurched people in their 
communities. Its founder is 
Bobby Welch, pastor of First 
Church in Daytona Beach, Fla.

• Beth Moore’s Online 
Study has built a community 
of 35,000 people participating 
from 50 different countries. 

LifeWay’s tech-
nology divi-
sion developed 
and launched 
an online Bible 
Reference Library 
to make read-
ily available for 
studies such as 
Beth Moore’s, 
Draper said. The 
site also includes 
commentaries, 
devotionals, 
Bible dictionar-
ies and Strong’s 
Concordance.

Jay Johnston, 
LifeWay’s director 
of church min-
istry leadership, 
said LifeWay 
is prepared to 
develop resources 

that minister to families as part 
of EKG.

Annuity Board
Presenting his entity’s 

report, Annuity Board 
President O.S. Hawkins chal-
lenged pastors and church staff 
members to stay healthy and 
“treat your body as the temple 
of the Holy Spirit.”

“National health care and 
rising costs continue to be a 
crisis in our nation and among 
our churches,” Hawkins said. 
“With these mounting con-
cerns, our Annuity Board staff 
established a strategic health 
care project to address these 
issues and to provide you with 
a wider variety of medical plan 
options to meet your needs at 
rates you can afford.”

Hawkins said the project 
has a three-prong approach:

First, the Annuity Board 
is taking on the responsibility 
to offer more affordable health 
care products in 2004.

Second, participants 
need to take responsibility to 
improve their personal health 
by exercising more and eating 
healthful diets.

And, finally, churches need 
to take responsibility to pro-
vide adequate benefits separate 
from salaries for their minis-
ters and staff.

“When we all work togeth-
er,” Hawkins said, “we achieve 
a win-win situation for every-
one.”

Ethics and Religious Liberty 
Commission

Richard Land, delivering 
the ERLC report, said he looks 
forward to an American soci-
ety that affirms and practices 
“Judeo-Christian values rooted 
in biblical authority.” 

2003 SBC Annual 

Meeting Coverage

continued on page ten

O.S. Hawkins, left, president and CEO of the Annuity Board of 

the Southern Baptist Convention, Dallas, gives the Convention 

Message June 18 to messengers to the SBC’s annual meeting, 

June 17-18 in the Phoenix Civic Center.
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He added that such a goal 
has “to start with individuals, 
then families and outward to 
our nations. Most importantly, 
we have to do it God’s way.”

SBC Seminaries
Southern Baptist 

Theological Seminary 
President R. Albert Mohler 
Jr., head of the SBC Council 
of Seminary Presidents, said 
the SBC’s six seminaries are 
among the strongest and fast-
ing growing in the nation.

Mohler addressed a 
question about the teach-
ing of Calvinism at Southern 
Seminary and how it coincides 
with the 2000 Baptist Faith and 
Message. He said he sees “no 
conflict between” the BF&M 
and the seminary’s Abstract of 

Principles and that every facul-
ty member is held accountable 
in teaching what the BF&M 
states.

He noted that Southern 
Baptists have always had 
different “streams” of belief 
concerning the relationship 
between God’s sovereignty 
and human freedom.

God “saves by the Gospel 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
salvation comes to all who 
call upon His name,” he said. 
Mohler added that when 
addressing the issue he likes 
to quote 19th-century preacher 
Charles Spurgeon, who, when 
asked how he reconciles sov-
ereignty and free will, said he 
would not “reconcile friends.”

Doctrinal discussions are 
“a sign of denominational 

health. Dying denominations 
don’t care,” Mohler said, while 
challenging Southern Baptists 
to learn and study the Gospel 
and to “take the Gospel to the 
ends of the earth.”

This year’s meeting also 
marked the fi nal report by 
Ken Hemphill as president of 
Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary. Hemphill is 
stepping down to take a posi-
tion as national strategist for 
the convention’s Empowering 
Kingdom Growth initiative.

New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary Presi-
dent Chuck Kelley noted that 
the seminary had its high-
est enrollment ever last year. 
Despite being in a place that is 
not often noted for its evangeli-
cal infl uence, Kelley said God 
is working mightily among the 
seminary’s students.

Motions
Motions made during 

the convention reflected the 
increasingly multicultural face 
of the denomination and its 
desire for the Gospel’s global 
impact.

Of the 15 motions pre-
sented to the messengers, three 
were from people of other than 
European ancestry. One point-
ed to Middle Easterners; anoth-
er to internationals connected 
to educational institutions. The 
third requested New York City 
as a meeting site for an upcom-
ing SBC annual meeting.

Cleveland also was 
requested as a convention site.

Other motion topics: mili-
tary chaplaincy endorsements, 
six-day creation, support for 
the nation’s president, and 
financial/business matters 

relating to the SBC annual 
meeting.

Other noteworthy matters:
• Registration totals reached 

7,077, with messengers rep-
resenting all 50 states. Some 
3,000 of those messengers used 
the SBC’s new Internet pre-reg-
istration system.

• Crossover Arizona, an 
outreach to local residents, 
reported that 989 decisions for 
Christ had been made through 
June 18.

• President Bush addressed 
the convention by a pre-
taped message and thanked 
Southern Baptists for their 
prayers. This is the second 
straight year he has addressed 
messengers. Bush added that 
he shares many of the same 
values the denomination 
holds, such as “fostering the 
culture of life” and strength-
ening marriages and families. 

Evangelical leaders from 
throughout the nation deliv-
ered videotaped “Kingdom 
Voices” messages to encourage 
Southern Baptists, thanking 
the SBC for its pro-family and 
biblical stances.

“I love the fact you have 
contended for the faith once 
for all delivered to the saints,” 
said one of the speakers, 
author and radio personal-
ity John MacArthur. “And 
through the years you’ve come 
out triumphant because of that 
commitment to the authorita-
tive Word of God.”

Franklin Graham, Charles 
Colson, Hank Hanegraaff, 
Jim Cymbala, Joseph Stowell,   
Greg Laurie and Stephen 
Olford also delivered pre-
recorded messages.

2003 SBC convention in Phoenix focuses on families

Paige Patterson, right, president of Southeastern Baptist 

Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, N.C., interviews Kevin 

Apperson, a recent master of divinity degree graduate, June 18 

during the annual SEBTS report to messengers to the Southern 

Baptist Convention’s annual meeting in the Phoenix Civic 

Center. Apperson stands with his wife, Elizabeth, and daughter, 

Rebecca Kate, and other recent graduates, including David Carns, 

background. Apperson, a church planter, started North Las Vegas 

Church in his home. Carns planted two Baptist churches, Sonrise 

and Whetstone, in Sierra Vista, Ariz. 
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By Stacey Hamby

PHOENIX (BP)—Liz 
Curtis Higgs delivered her 
trademark humor to nearly 
1,000 women at the Ministers’ 
Wives Conference luncheon 
June 17 during the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s annual 
meeting in Phoenix.

The popular author and 
speaker kept the women 
laughing while sharing a mes-
sage of joy and beauty drawn 
from the Lord.

“Does it not thrill you that 
we are God’s crown of cre-
ation?” Higgs asked, referenc-
ing the luncheon’s “Jewels in 
the Desert” theme.

“We are the last thing He 
made, and He said we are very 
good,” Higgs said. “Women 
were not an afterthought; we 
were uniquely created and 
uniquely equipped. I love to 
encourage women to embrace 
that and run with it.”

The second point Higgs 
said she likes to emphasize 
with women is to laugh more. 
“People sometimes say they 
don’t have time to laugh,” she 
said. “Now that’s too busy.

“We do carry a lot of bur-
dens, and you may think it’s 
your job as a minister’s wife 
to carry people’s burdens. We 

put it in a backpack and tell 
God, ‘I got it.’ Why don’t you 
just throw it at the foot of the 
cross? He says, ‘Take my yoke 
upon you.’ He’s going to carry 
the weight of it; He’s just ask-
ing you to walk with Him.

“Now, when you’re done 
here, somebody can help you 
put the backpack back on if 
you want it or, if you’re like 
me and over 40, you won’t 
remember where you left it 
anyway.”

Higgs said her third mis-
sion is to get women excited 
about the stories of women in 
the Bible. She wrote “Bad Girls 
of the Bible,” which outlines 
some of her lessons learned 
from studying women such as 
Eve, Delilah and Jezebel.

Higgs said she enjoys 
studying the bad girls of the 
Bible because she was a bad 
girl. “In 1980, I was working at 
a radio station doing an after-
noon show at the same place 
Howard Stern did a morning 
show,” she said. “[Stern] told 
me I needed to clean up my 
act – not my on-air act, my 
life. When Howard Stern tells 
you need to clean up your 
life, it’s time to pay attention. 
But I didn’t. I met two dear 
people who loved me into the 
Kingdom. They told me I was 

beautiful, loveable. I couldn’t 
believe them.”

She went to church with 
them one day to see for herself 
if there were other people like 
them.

“Here I was single and a 
feminist, and here’s this mes-
sage on wives submitting to 
their husbands,” she recount-
ed. “But it goes on to say, ‘hus-
bands love your wives and die 
for them.’ When I heard that, 
I said to my friends if a man 
would die for me, I’d marry 
him in a minute. They told me 
a man already died for me, 
and His name is Jesus.”

Seven weeks later, Higgs 
said she got a fresh start 
through Jesus. “All of you 
have bad girls in your congre-
gation,” she said. “Be patient 
with them, make sure they 
know what an invitation 
means. Show them your joy.”

The Ministers’ Wives 
group honored Joyce Rogers 
with its J.M. Dawson Award 
for outstanding service and 
devotion to God, her husband, 
her family and her calling as 
a minister’s wife. She is the 
wife of Adrian Rogers, pastor 
of the Memphis-area Bellevue 
Church.

The group recognized 
Nancy Sullivan for her estab-

lishment of the Ministers’ 
Wives Endowment Fund. She 
is the wife of John Sullivan, 
executive director of the 
Florida Baptist Convention.

The 2004 officers for the 
Ministers’ Wives Conference 
are Donna Gaines, president, 
wife of Steve Gaines, pastor of 
First Church in Gardendale, 
Ala.; Rana Smith, vice presi-
dent, wife of Ron Smith, senior 
pastor of Sunnycrest Church 
in Marion, Ind.; Marilyn Foley, 
recording secretary/treasurer, 
wife of Mark Foley, president 
of the University of Mobile; 
and Tammy Etheridge, cor-
responding secretary, wife of 
Grant Etheridge, senior pastor 
of First Church in Lavaca, Ark.

Next year’s featured 
speaker is Bible study author 
and speaker Beth Moore.

Higgs tells Ministers’ Wives attendees they are 

“God’s crown of creation”

continued from page nine
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Southern Baptists commit to build Kingdom families
continued from page one

By Erin Curry

PHOENIX (BP)—Jack 
Graham, pastor of the Dallas-
area Prestonwood Church in 
Plano, was elected without 
opposition for a second one-
year term to the Southern 
Baptist Convention presidency 
June 17 in Phoenix.

In nominating Graham, 
Bobby Welch, pastor of First 
Church in Daytona Beach, Fla., 
thanked Graham for his lead-
ership of the convention dur-
ing the past year. 

“As all of us in this audito-
rium know, the last 12 months 
has been loaded with contro-
versial and uncertain times 
and changes,” Welch said. “But 
during this time, our presi-
dent has led us with certainty, 
with conviction through these 
times, and during this time 
has kept the focus on the main 
thing and that is for this con-
vention to keep on making a 
priority of reaching people and 
discipling them for the Lord 
Jesus.”

Rob Zinn, pastor of 
Immanuel Church in 
Highland, Calif., was elected 
first vice president of the 
convention without opposi-
tion. Zinn was nominated 
by Walter Price, pastor of 
Fellowship in the Pass Church, 
Beaumont, Calif.

“First of all, as a true 
Kingdom man, Rob is wild 
about Jesus. He loves to 
tell others about the Lord 
Jesus Christ, he loves to win 
people to Jesus,” Price said. 
“During his tenure as pastor 
of Immanuel Baptist Church, 
there have been over 6,000 bap-
tisms in his church. Rob is wild 
about his bride of 29 years, Sue, 
and his three children. He is 
wild about his church. He’s a 
pastor who loves his church.”

Zinn is a former president 
of the California Southern 
Baptist Convention and cur-
rent member of the SBC 
Executive Committee. He 
has been an active training 
leader for FAITH, the Sunday 
School/evangelism strategy 
increasingly being used in 
Southern Baptist churches. 
He also has been a trustee 
chairman at Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
a trustee of the Southern 
Baptist Foundation and a vice 
president of the SBC Pastors’ 
Conference.

Zinn has been pastor of 
Immanuel Church for the 
past 30 years. The church has 
grown from 730 members to 
more than 7,300, acquired a 40-
acre campus and built a 2,000-
seat worship center and led 
California Baptists in baptisms 

and missions giving for several 
years.

William L. (Bill) Wagner, 
professor of evangelism and 
missions at Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
and an emeritus missionary 
with the International Mission 
Board, was elected without 
opposition for second vice 
president of the convention.

Paul Kim, pastor of 
Berkland Church, Cambridge, 
Mass., and a trustee of the 
International Mission Board 
nominated Wagner.

“Through a lifetime of 
obedience to God, Bill is some-
one who fully understands 
sacrifice and suffering in pur-
suit of God’s call to missions,” 

Kim said. Kim offered that 
Wagner’s time as a missionary 
and a discipler is proof of his 
love for the people of God.

Wagner was nominated for 
SBC first vice president in 1998 
in Salt Lake City, losing in a 
two-nominee ballot to the late 
Rick Ferguson, then-pastor of 
Denver’s Riverside Church.

Wagner has held the E. 
Herman Westmoreland Chair 
of Evangelism at Golden Gate 
since 1995 and is associate 
director of the David and Faith 
Kim School of Intercultural 
Studies at the Mill Valley, 
Calif., campus. As a mission-
ary Wagner served more than 
30 years in Europe, the Middle 
East and North Africa.

Jack Graham re-elected president; vice presidents 
also unopposed

In 1949, his great-grandfa-
ther was “one of the first black 
ministers to address this con-
gregation,” Palmer recounted. 
He cited numerous examples 
of people in his family – from 
a paraplegic uncle to a 91-
year-old grandmother – all of 
whom had received personal, 
compassionate care from the 
family and had not been insti-
tutionalized.

“God wants and expects 
you to honor Him by giving 
of yourself to your family 
and friends by showing them 
the care and interest they 
deserve,” Palmer said. “People 
need to love each other by 
what they mean to God and 
not how they compare to you.

“God wants and expects 
us to be a sold out and deter-
mined, Spirit-filled protector of 
human life,” Palmer said.

Moral Purity
Addressing the third pillar 

– “Exercising Moral Purity” – 
R. Albert Mohler Jr., president 
of Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, lamented, “We 
are living in a day of moral 
confusion that is leading to 
moral anarchy. The very idea 
of moral purity is derided in 
many elements of our culture. 
The academic elite dismiss it; 
the media often ridicule it; but, 
brothers and sisters in Christ, 
the church is called to be a 
holy nation.”

Mohler introduced Peter 
and Debbie Livingstone, who 
came to the podium trailed by 
seven multi ethnic children -- 
two who were born to the cou-
ple and five who are adopted.

Debbie Livingstone 
described their marriage of 26 

years as “10 years our way and 
16 years God’s way.”

Peter told how he ignored 
his family’s needs while climb-
ing the corporate ladder, which 
Debbie, calling herself a child 
of the ‘70’s, said, “No man was 
going to tell me what to do.”

Peter’s love for career and 
Debbie’s affair with another 
man almost destroyed their 
marriage, but both gave credit 
to God for rescuing them from 
their sin and, subsequently, 
their marriage as well.

“God healed our mar-
riage,” Debbie Livingstone 
said.

Involvement
Addressing the fourth 

pillar – “Serving My Church” 
– LifeWay Christian Resources 
President James T. Draper Jr. 
challenged the pastors in the 
audience to “guide your local 
church to be an avenue to 
spiritual growth.”

Draper introduced 
Christian author and speaker 
Gary Chapman, who encour-
aged spouses to uncover joy in 
the home.

“Why is it so easy to build 
an orphanage in Cambodia 
and so hard to paint a 
bedroom for your wife?” 
Chapman asked. “It took a 
long time to learn the joy of 
service in my marriage.”

Chapman listed three 
important questions to ask in 
order to improve a marriage:

“What can I do for you?”
“How can I make your life 

easier?”
“How can I be a better 

husband to you?”
“When I was willing to 

ask those questions, my wife 

was willing to answer them,” 
Chapman said. “There aren’t 
many women who will run 
away from a man who is serv-
ing her. Not a single wife in 
the history of this nation has 
ever murdered her husband 
while he was doing dishes.”

Use of Time
Addressing the fifth pillar 

– “Using Time Wisely” – Jack 
Graham, Southern Baptist 
Convention president, stated, 
“In life you can’t keep time 
or put time in a bottle. The 
moments I’ve given for my 
family, my wife, my children, 
I’ve never regretted a single 
moment. Time is a treasure, we 
should use it wisely.”

Graham introduced Zig 
Ziglar, who has been married 
to his wife for more than 56 
years. Commenting on the 
differences between men and 
women and the importance of 
understanding those differenc-
es, Ziglar said, “I didn’t have 
a clue of what it was to love 
somebody until I was saved. 
I learned to love her through 
Him. That’s when the romance 
really started.”

Stewardship
For the sixth pil-

lar – “Practicing Biblical 
Stewardship” – O.S. Hawkins, 
president of the Annuity 
Board, introduced fishing 
legend Jimmy Houston, who 
talked about the importance of 
tithing.

“What happens when you 
don’t tithe is that you start 
lying to God and to yourself,” 
Houston, speaking by video, 
said. “You’re cheating yourself 
and you’re causing yourself to 

miss out on so many blessings 
God has for you for your life.”

Evangelism & Missions
Addressing the seventh 

pillar – “Sharing the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ” – were Robert 
E. Reccord and Jerry Rankin, 
presidents of the North 
American Mission Board and 
the International Mission 
Board, respectively.

Both men talked about the 
importance of families being 
involved in missions together 
and the impact on a family 
when ministering together in 
missions and evangelism.

At the end of the evening, 
pastors and their families were 
challenged to commit to being 
Kingdom families by signing 
commitment cards to incorpo-
rate the seven pillars into their 
own families and the families 
in their churches. Less than 12 
hours later, more than 2,000 
families had already turned in 
cards.

LifeWay will partner 
with the SBC and the Council 
on Family Life to supply 
resources for the Kingdom 
family movement, along with 
Kingdom family conferences 
that will be held nationwide in 
the coming months.

“We can’t go back and 
unlive our past,” Elliff said 
in a news conference that fol-
lowed. “But by the grace of 
God, from this moment on, we 
can be what God wants us to 
be – as a family
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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. —South 
Columbia Church’s sanctu-
ary is warm and comfortable, 
thanks to the wooden pan-

eling, plush carpeting and 
arched ceiling, but it’s the 
worship banners that give the 
room color and, perhaps, a 
certain majesty. The banners 
hang over the windows. When 
the sun shines in behind them 
they almost glow when the 
sanctuary is dark. They’re big 
and colorful, trimmed in gold 
brocade, some with fringe, 
and have the names of Jesus in 
huge gold letters. 

The church used the ban-
ners at Christmas last year, 
marching them in as the choir 
sang Handel’s Messiah. 

Lyric Bogdanor, a mem-
ber of South Columbia and 
past music director, discov-
ered banner ministry while 
attending a music conference 
in Spartanburg, S.C. She was 
impressed with the teacher’s 
reverence to the work of ban-
ner ministry. 

“She didn’t even do ban-
ners without the name of God 
in them,” Bogdanor said. “It 
was all about worship. That 
really impressed me.”

Bogdanor also has a pro-
found respect for the sym-

bolism and grandeur of the 
banners. She quietly walked 
around the sanctuary show-
ing each banner on the wall, 
softly sharing about its back-
ground. She would not be 
photographed with the ban-
ners because she didn’t want to 
distract from them.

Banners, Bogdanor said, 
have been popular in the south 
for a while, but started gaining 
popularity in the North about 
five years ago.

After the conference in 
S.C., Bogdanor approached 
the church for a small budget 
to begin a banner ministry. 
No one at that time, she said, 
realized how big the banners 
would be or understood the 
effect they would have on the 
church. She began looking at 
books to get ideas for designs 
and watched for sales on mate-
rials. 

 Bogdanor did the major-
ity of the work. Each banner 
took at least 50 hours of work 
and a minimum of $60 for 
materials. It’s not a project to 
skimp on, Bogdanor said. She 
did the majority of the work 
at home, putting the materials 
together and getting the basic 
patterns done, then gathered 
helpers, including the church’s 
homeschoolers, to complete the 
project. 

When asked how a church 
begins a banner ministry, 
Bogdanor said it’s important 
to first find someone who has 
a passion and gift for the min-
istry and to utilize the gifts of 
the congregation. In fact, she 
said banner ministry gives 
artists a unique chance to min-
ister. 

“Get quality fabrics and 
trim,” she said, “the banners 
last longer, reflect opulence 
and don’t fade.”

“The quality of the banner 
depends on time you’re willing 
to put into it,” she said.

Design is a matter of taste. 
Bogandor said she consulted 

catalogs and books to get ideas, 
then tailored them to what she 
felt worked for the church. She 
said it’s very important to work 
with the music minister and, if 
used in a procession, to match 
the banner to the music.

“It’s amazingly effec-
tive,” Bogdanor said. During 
Handel’s Messiah the banners 
were processed down the aisles 
displaying “King of Kings,” 
“Lord of Lords” and the other 
names of Christ.

Members of Northwest 
Church brought their vision 
for banner 
ministry back 
from the same 
conference in 
Spartanburg, 
S.C. A Sunday 
school class 
sponsored the 
first banner, 
which showed 
the names 
of God. That 
was about 
ten years ago. 
Now they 
have 14 ban-
ners.

Marie 
Brown and 
Darrell 
Brown, 
Northwest’s 
banner minis-
try coordina-
tors said the 
banners help 
people focus on worship.

“When a choir sings a 
song, people are listening to 
the music and the beat but 
sometimes not grasping what 
the words are saying. The ban-
ners complement the songs and 
put people in the right frame of 
mind,” Marie said. 

Like South Columbia, 
Northwest processes the ban-
ners during worship, but they 
usually don’t leave them in the 
sanctuary. They keep them in 
a cedar closet to protect them 
and bring them out at different 

times. Northwest sometimes 
combines the music and ban-
ners with impressionistic danc-
ing.

“The dancers act out the 
song. It’s very elegant and wor-
shipful,” Marie said. 

  The banner team also 
takes the banners to other 
churches for special events. 
They went to a church in New 
Jersey last month, along with 
the Numyaki dancers, a local 
praise dance team. 

Marie said making banners 
is not a quick or easy thing to 

do. “You need 
to make sure 
it’s going to 
say what you 
want it to say. 
It has to make 
an impact.”

The uses 
of banners 
aren’t limited 
to the sanc-
tuary. Some 
churches 
use them for 
Sunday school 
rooms and in 
hallways. They 
don’t have to 
be big to begin 
with; in fact, 
a church can 
begin mak-
ing pennants. 
To make the 
process easier, 
churches can 

even buy kits to make the ban-
ners.

Lyric Bogdanor will be 
teaching a course on banners in 
the Music & Worship Institute 

in February 2004. For more 
information about the Institute, 

call (800) 466-5290 ext. 245.

Northwest Church will have 
a banner workshop Oct. 17-18. 

Participants will learn how to start 
a banner ministry, how to make 
the banners and how to process 

them. For more information 
call (410) 833-7220.

Enhancing worship with banner ministry 

By Jerry Pierce 

PHOENIX (BP)—If the 
church is going to flourish 
in the 21st century, it must 
go back to the first century 
method of bold Gospel procla-
mation and love for the down-
cast, Ed Young, Sr. said in a 
“Kingdom Challenge” mes-
sage to the Southern Baptist 
Convention June 17.

Young, a former SBC 
president and pastor of the 
Second Church in Houston, 
said European evangelical 
Christianity is nearly nonex-
istent and Southern Baptists’ 
baptisms have been stagnant 
for 50 years, as America’s 
population has doubled.

“We can’t keep doing the 
same thing the same way and 
expect different results. We’ve 
got to go back to the method-
ology of first-century evange-
lism. And when we do that ... 
we’re going to go out with the 
words of the Gospel and the 

music of the Gospel and win 
Western civilization to Jesus 
Christ until He comes.”

Young said much like 
German Christians during 
the Holocaust, contemporary 
Christians have largely tuned 
out a hurting, lost world.

Citing statistics from 
Campus Crusade, a univer-
sity-based Christian organi-
zation, he said in 1970 they 
reported one in four who 
were given the “Four Spiritual 
Laws” made a profession of 
faith; in 1980 it was one in 
nine; and in 1990 it was only 
one in 19.

“Folks, we are lost in the 
‘50’s,” Young said.

Along with fewer conver-
sions, Young lamented that 
more than 29,000 Southern 
Baptist churches last year bap-
tized fewer than 10 people.

Today’s church, he con-
tended, must win the world 
by overcoming prevailing 
ignorance of the Gospel mes-

sage and hostility toward the 
biblical call to repentance.

Using the example of 
the Apostle Paul in Ephesus, 
he said Paul is an example 
for reaching today’s culture 
because he faced both igno-
rance and hostility, yet he 
boldly engaged the Ephesians 
in the synagogue.

“What do you do about 
ignorance? You give people the 
word of the Gospel” by defin-
ing it and defending it accord-
ing to 1 Peter 3:15, which com-
mands believers to be ready 
with answers, Young said.

“Proclaim the message to 
the world. That will take care 
of the ignorance. As for hostil-
ity, Paul got out [of the syna-
gogue] by the skin of his teeth, 
do you remember?”

Yet people were getting 
saved, Young noted, citing 
Matthew 11 and John’s dis-
ciples reporting that through 
Jesus the lame were walk-
ing, the deaf seeing, lep-

ers cleansed and the poor 
preached to.

Jesus “identified with the 
losers,” Young said. “That is 
the thrust of the Gospel that 
we as Southern Baptists are 
missing.”

Such love to the hurting is 
the cure for the world’s hostil-
ity to Christianity, Young said, 
adding that the church, his-
torically, has exploded during 
times of plague and suffering.

“We’re faced with igno-
rance. We’re faced with hos-
tility. What we have to do is 
incorporate the words of the 
Gospel and then we have to 
incorporate the music of the 
Gospel.

“The words take care of 
ignorance; the music, the serv-
ing, the loving, the sacrifice, 
take care of the hostility. And 
suddenly, you will be a part of 
a church that is irresistible. It 
has irresistible influence where 
you live and where your 
church stands.”

Ed Young points to first century for effective 

Gospel proclamation

Along with 

fewer conversions, 

Young lamented 

that more than 

29,000 Southern 

Baptist churches 

last year baptized 

fewer than 10 

people.
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Other Banner Resources:

Books

Bogandor recommends 
the books “The Complete 
Banner Handbook” by 
Janet Litherlano and 
“Banners for Worship” by 
Carol Jean Harms.

Internet resources 
•  www.debwebonline.com

/Mercy_in_Jesus/
banners.html

•  www.worshipbanners.
com/issue13.html

•   www.members.aol.com
/actsofprze/ 
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By Stacey Barkley
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

MILLERSVILLE, Md.—
Elvaton Christian Academy in 
Anne Arundel County got its 
WEE start in the fall of 1984 
after three ladies from Elvaton 
Church discussed starting a 
week-day pre-school with 
Pastor Dallas Bumgarner and 
presenting it to the church. 

Within two years, a com-
mittee was appointed and 
the WEE (Weekday Early 
Education) pre-school was 
started. In 1995 the school 
began its entry into the 
Academy level with a kinder-
garten class and have added 
one grade each year ever since. 
The church elected committee 
is now made up of ten people 
responsible to the church and 
has been given the authority 
to act on their behalf on school 
matters.
     The Academy is open 
to both Christian and non-
Christians and “is a great way 
to reach unchurched children 
and families,” Bill Brazell, the 
school administrator said. “It 
also provides the opportu-
nity to make strong Christian 
disciples of our children. The 
children in our school learn 
about the world from a biblical 
worldview.” 

Brazell believes that a 
consistent and whole educa-
tion will occur when home, 
church and school work closely 
together and are in agreement 
on the basic concepts of life. 

There are a few challenges 
to running a school with 114 
students ranging from two-
year-olds through 8th grade. 
First, finding a staff of commit-
ted Christians and qualified 
teachers, and then providing 
them with adequate salaries. 

“We have provided a 
pleasant, wholesome atmo-
sphere for students and teach-
ers,” Brazell said. “This has 
made our school very attractive 
to families in our community. 
It has also helped us to attract 
teachers who do not wish to 
work in an environment that 
hinders their ability to minister 
to students.”

Another challenge is uti-
lizing space for double duty 
– school and Sunday school. 
“We have worked and are still 
working through monthly 
meetings with our school 
teachers, our Sunday School 
teachers and staff to make 
sure each is in touch with the 
other,” Bumgarner said. 

The blessings far out weigh 
the challenges, however. The 
leadership at Elvaton Academy 
have seen parents and stu-
dents come to know Christ and 
become actively involved in 
church. 

“The ultimate desire and 
end in this ministry must be to 
reach the lost (unchurched),” 
Bumgarner said. “To raise up 
an army in succeeding genera-
tions who will be strong in the 
Lord and know the Word, as 
well as their math, language, 
arts, etc..”

 “We saw God’s hand in 
the development of this min-
istry every step of the way,” 
Pastor Bumgarner said. “He 
put it in the heart of a few in 
the congregation and in the 
pastor’s heart and then opened 
the way. He has supplied the 
teachers and staff every year 
and then provided the students 
and finances.”

 “I would suggest to 
churches who wish to enter 
this area of ministry to visit 
others who have been involved 
for some time to see the minis-
try in action,” Bumgarner said. 
“Plan, plan and do some more 
planning and utilize everything 
you can from other church 
schools to plan your own. 
Saturate every step in prayer.”

Elvaton Academy raises up an army for God

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

In the June issue of 
BaptistLIFE, an announce-
ment was published request-
ing information on Christian 
schools in Md. and Del. 
This list is not exhaustive. It 
includes only those schools 
who responded.

Bel Forest Christian 
Academy 

Bel Forest Church sponsors 
Bel Forest Christian Academy, 
603 Vale Road, Bel Air, Md. 
The school offers classes for 
children in pre-school through 
fifth grade. Teachers have 
developed their own cur-
riculum. In addition to core 
subjects, the school offers art, 
music and Spanish. James 
Harned is the school admin-
istrator. For more information 
call (410) 838-6074.

Berwyn Baptist School
Berwyn Church sponsors 

Berwyn Baptist School, 4720 
Cherokee Street, College Park, 
Md. Classes are available for 
students 3 years old through 
sixth grade. The school uses 
various curriculums. In addi-
tion to core classes, the school 
offers a computer lab, music 
and physical education classes 
and a library. Ann Elizabeth 
Zibrat is the principal. For 
more information call (301) 474-
1561 or email www.bbscollegep
ark@hotmail.com. 

Colonial Christian Academy 
Colonial Christian 

Academy, 9411 Liberty Road, 

Randallstown, is a ministry of 
Colonial Church. The school 
offers classes for children 
entering kindergarten through 
third grade. Teachers use a 
combination of Bob Jones and 
A-Beka curriculum. Special 
classes include music, art, 
physical education and media 
science. A computer lab is also 
available. Lisa Smith is the 
principal. For more informa-
tion call (410) 655-1080 ext. 
16 or access the website at 
www.colonialca.org. 

Cresthill Baptist Child 
Development Center 

Cresthill Church spon-
sors Cresthill Baptist Child 
Development Center, 6510 
Laurel Bowie Road, Bowie, Md. 
The school is for children in 
pre-school through kindergar-
ten. Teachers use various cur-
riculums. For more informa-
tion, call principal Stacie Banks 
Hall, (301) 262-4141. 

Elvaton Christian Academy 
Elvaton Church sponsors 

Elvaton Christian Academy, 
8422 Elvaton Road, Millersville, 
Md. The school offers classes 
for children in pre-school 
through 8th grade. The enroll-
ment limit per class is 15. The 
school predominately uses the 
A-beka curriculum. For more 
information, call administra-
tor, William Brazell, (410) 647-
3224, or access the web page at 
www.elvaton.net.

Faith Baptist Christian 
School 

Faith Church of Laurel 
sponsors Faith Baptist 

Christian School, 12700 
Claxton Drive, Laurel, Md. The 
school offers classes for chil-
dren in pre-school through 8th 
grade. Classes are limited to 
16 pupils. Teachers use A-Beka 
curriculum for elementary chil-
dren and varied curriculum 
for seventh and eighth grades.  
They also offer physical educa-
tion, music, art, computer and 
home economics. Esther Marsh 
is the principal and Martha 
Koons is the middle school 
administrator. For more infor-
mation, call (301) 497-4490.

Lexington Park Christian 
School 

Lexington Park Christian 
School meets at Lexington 
Park Church, 46855 Shangri 
La Drive South, Suite 200, 
Lexington Park, Md. Classes 
are offered for grades K 
through 12. The school uses 
A-Beka curriculum. The school 
is independent of the church. 
For more information, call (301) 
862-4355. 

Lighthouse Christian 
Academy 

Pleasant View Church 
sponsors the Lighthouse 
Christian Academy, 7 Pleasant 
View Church Road, Port 
Deposit, Md. The school goes 
from kindergarten through 9th 
grade and uses the “Principal 
Approach – the Noah Plan,” 
which incorporates original 
documents from the founding 
fathers as part of the curricu-
lum instead of just textbook 
study. Physical education and 
music are also offered. Thomas 
Webb is the headmaster. For 

more information, call (410) 
378-3279.

Montrose Christian School 
Montrose Church spon-

sors Montrose Christian 
School, 5100 Randolph Road, 
Rockville, Md., for children 
in kindergarten through 12th 
grade. Teachers use A-Beka 
curriculum. In addition to core 
subjects, the school offers art, 
music, Spanish, computer lab 
and physical education. Mark 
Hamilton is the school admin-
istrator. For more information, 
call (301) 770-5335.

Ocean City Christian School 
Ocean City Baptist Church 

sponsors Ocean City Christian 
School, 12637A Ocean Gateway, 
Ocean City, Md. The school 
offers classes for children in 
kindergarten through 11th 
grade. Teachers use a combina-
tion of Christian curriculums. 
In addition to core subjects, the 
school also offers sports, music 
and art. Charles Albert is the 
administrator. For more infor-
mation, call (410) 213-7595.

Potomac Heights Christian 
Academy 

Potomac Heights Church 
sponsors the Potomac Heights 
Christian Academy, 37 
Glenmont Road, Indian Head, 
Md., for K5 through 8th grade 
students. The curriculum is 
A-Beka. In addition to core 
curriculum, the school also 
offers Spanish, physical educa-
tion, music, art and computer 
instruction. Greg Judy is the 
administrator. For more infor-
mation, call (301) 753-9350. 

Christian schools with ties to BCM/D churches

Music & Worship Institute
Improve your musicianship ...

Take only one course OR
Sign up for the Diploma Program

*Oct. 18: Saturday 10:00-4:00 p.m. at Tri-County Church
Classes meet at the Baptist Center in Columbia, Md. 

on Tuesday nights from 7:00-9:30 p.m.

Costs: $50 per four-night course
           $25 per two-night course or all day workshop

Registration deadline:  one month before course begins.

Call (800) 466-5290 x245 for more information.

2003 Fall Courses:
September 2, 9, 16, 23 Music Notation

Biblical Theology for Worship
October 7, 14 The Creative Worship Service
October 7, 14, 21, 28 Sight Singing I
October 18* Music Reading Workshop
October 21, 28 Budgeting for Church Music
November 4, 11 Music as Ministry
November 4, 11, 18, 25 Sight Singing II
November 18, 25 Planning/Leading a Rehearsal



By Tim Durkin and 
Tania Graves

 
 

At the Annual Banquet 
held by the Maryland 
Association of 

Resources for Families and 
Youth (MARFY), a young 
woman in the CHOSEN 
Treatment Foster Care 
Program won the Youth 
Achievement Award.

As we work to protect the 
identities of all of the kids in 
our foster care program, we’ll 

use the young woman’s initials 
in this happy report. Her story 
truly shows how God’s love 
and the support of a strong 
family can help any child 
build a great life.

K.S. was 7 years old when 
she entered foster care. Despite 
the significant obstacles that 
she has faced early in her life, 
K. has grown into a marvelous 
young woman.

At the age of 17, she gradu-
ated from high school a year 
early. This kind of achieve-
ment is remarkable, and would 

be unexpected of any young 
woman placed in special edu-
cation classes at the beginning 
of her educational career. But 
K. has truly blossomed in 
school, managing to maintain 
honor roll status and excellent 
attendance, as well as pursu-
ing a schedule of studies full 
of honors and other advanced 
classes. Her achievement in 
academics is matched by her 
leadership and interest in com-
munity service. As a senior 
project, K. led students to 
donate money to buy lunch for 
cafeteria workers in apprecia-
tion for their hard work.

Outside of the classroom, 
K. works full-time with chil-
dren and volunteers with the 
youth group at her church. 
Last summer K. joined a mis-
sion trip to Mexico which 
helped poor communities 
build homes. This summer, K. 
will travel to Las Vegas with 
her church youth group to 
help the poor populations in 
that city. The motivation for 
this service is selfless–these 
activities do not earn her credit 
in class or even a great amount 
of recognition in the commu-
nity. If you ask K., she will tell 
you that service is her way to 
help others and to give back 
some of what she has been 
given. 

Aside from the obvious 
influence she has on her peers 
through these accomplish-
ments, K. has been helpful 
offering support to two new 

foster children living with her 
in the treatment home. K. has 
been able to help the children 
adjust to their new environ-
ment. In return the two chil-
dren have been more relaxed 
and comfortable with their 
new foster family.

K. is an outstanding young 
woman, one whose potential is 
unlimited. She has risen above 
every challenge that she has 
faced. K. continues to have a 
close relationship with her bio-
logical family and is very loyal 
to them. She has learned from 
her experiences in foster care, 
developing a maturity and 
insight beyond her years. She 
understands fully that if she 
had never entered foster care 
she would probably not have 
the opportunities now avail-
able to her. But she does not 
blame anyone. Instead she has 
been able to forgive and begin 
to mend her broken past.

The world is open to K. 
and she looks to her future 
with great hope and excite-
ment. She plans to join the 
military or attend Law school 
(or both). No matter what she 
chooses, K. will always give 
back to her community, mak-
ing the world around her bet-
ter through service and com-
passion.

Baptist Family would like 
to publicly congratulate K. and 
thank all of the people who 
support our work through 
their thoughts, prayers         
and donations. 

Last month I asked my broth-
ers and sisters in Christ to consider 
whether God was calling them to 
take up adoption as their kingdom-
building mission. I and my staff 
would like to report that many 
faithful men and women cooperat-
ing in this convention are contact-
ing us to explore the idea of adop-
tion further, and to discern whether 
God has called them to minister to 
children in need.

Praise God! Through the 
energy and willingness of these 
men and women to take the first 
steps to bring God’s love to a child 
in desperate need of it, we can 
be agents of Christ as He works 
to save lives and souls. It is said 
that the Lord moves in mysterious 
ways, and that is certainly true, 
sometimes. Other times, He works 
right out in the open, and I believe 
that this faithful response to God’s 
call to care for widows and orphans 
(James 1:26-28) is a great example 
of God’s plain action in our world. 
We are truly blessed, and we bless 
His name in return.

I hope that even more people 
reading articles like this month’s 
details about a successful adoption 
will consider reaching out to kids 
in need. For more information, feel 
free to call Tricia Walters at (410) 
872-1050, extension 112.

Bob Gerstmyer

By Carrie Nethken and 
Tim Durkin

On Monday, June 9, a 
CHOSEN child named 
Joe was welcomed into 

a new permanent family.

Joe, a quiet young man 
who is an avid weight lifter 
and looks forward to a career 
in mechanics, had lived with 
the St. Clairs for three years 
while they provided treatment 
foster care for him. Working 
together faithfully with Baptist 
Family, the St. Clairs helped 
Joe get a new start in life.

“We had talked about 
adoption on and off for a 
couple of years,” said Duane 
St. Clair, Joe’s new father. 
“We even went to pre-adop-
tive counseling three years 
ago. Joe had some difficulty 
adapting to our family for the 
first three years he was with 
us. Our experience with Joe 
shows how long it can take to 
undo the damage that is done 
to kids before they enter foster 
care.”

Regarding this adoption, 
Joe is blessed in a number of 
ways. First, and obviously, a 
loving and committed family 
has made a lifetime commit-
ment to him. 

The second blessing has 
to do with the foster care sys-
tem and adoption in general. 
The federal government col-
lects data on kids in foster 
care and reports every year. 
The most recent report cov-
ers the numbers for 2001. In 
that year, 542,000 children 
were in foster care nation-
wide. 131,000 (or 24%) of these 
kids were waiting for adop-
tive homes. 50,000 of these 
waiting kids were adopted 
(source: U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Children 
and Families, Administration 
on Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau).

The encouraging news is 
that more and more foster kids 
are being adopted. However, 
the number of adoptions is 
still far short of the number 
of kids looking for adoptive 
homes. More families are 
needed to step up and provide 
for a child in foster care what 
every child of God deserves: a 
loving, permanent home.

When talking about his 
family’s motivations for adopt-
ing Joe, Duane St. Clair says 
that “after having Joe with 
us for 6 years we had just 
thought of him as a family 
member so we decided to go 
ahead and make it legal. We 
felt Joe deserved a family and 
we wanted to be that family.”

The commitment of 
the St. Clairs is to be com-
mended, and young Joe is to 
be congratulated. Truly, this 
new family has achieved a         
new start. 
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Bob Gerstmyer

BFCS Executive Director

Family chooses CHOSEN 

for adoption

Newly adopted Joe St. Clair returns home to a shower of love and 

silly string. The St. Clairs provided Joe with treatment foster care 

through Baptist Family for six years until this June when they 

adopted him. 

CHOSEN youth wins Youth Achievement Award 

For more information 
about BFCS, or to ask 
questions or comment 

on articles on this page, 
please call BFCS 
Public Relations 

Associate, Tim Durkin 
(410) 872-1050 ext. 143 

Baptist Family and 

Children’s Services  
7175 Columbia 

Gateway Dr., Suite     
Columbia, MD 21046

Phone: 
(410) 872-1050    
(800) 621-8834 

Fax: 
(410) 872-1047 

E-mail: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org
Online: 

www.baptistfamily.org

Would you like to be on 
our E-mail list? 

Send a message to: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org

Reprinted in BaptistLIFE with special permission of Bil Keane.
THE FAMILY CIRCUS® by Bil Keane
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CHURCHES SEEKING FULL-
TIME OR PART-TIME MUSIC/
WORSHIP POSITIONS should 
contact Bob Simpson, the BCM/D 
consultant/specialist for music 
and worship. He is often contact-
ed by those who are seeking to 
be connected to a church looking 
for both full-time and part-time 
leadership in this area. He would 
be glad to match up the names he 
knows of with churches who are 
looking. Churches should contact 
him at (800) 466-5290, ext. 243 or 
at bsimpson@bcmd.org.

MINISTER TO STUDENTS 
— The First Baptist Church of 
Springfield, Virginia, is seeking a 
full-time minister to students. The 
scope of responsibility includes 
students from middle school 
through college age, with pri-
mary concentration on youth in 
grades 7-12. Please send resumes 
and recommendations to First 
Baptist Church, Attn: Personnel 
Committee, 7300 Gary St., 
Springfield, VA 22150.

MINISTER OF YOUTH AND 
EDUCATION — Friendship 
Baptist Church, Fredericksburg, 
Va., is seeking applicants for the 
position of minister of youth 
and education. Resumes should 
be sent to: Search Committee, 
Friendship Baptist Church, 410 
Deacon Road, Fredericksburg, VA 
22405.

MINISTER OF DISCIPLESHIP 
— Creative church of 400+ in 
northern Virginia seeking equally 
creative, seminary trained, full-

time ministry team member to 
provide primary leadership in 
creation, implementation, and 
ongoing development of an 
intentional discipleship min-
istry. Church information and 
job description available on our 
website: www.southview.org. 
Mail, fax or email cover letter and 
resume to: Personnel Committee, 
Southview Baptist Church, 2620 
Reston Parkway, Herndon, VA 
20171-2559, Fax: (703) 860-8813, 
Email: percom@southview.org

PASTOR — First Baptist Church 
of Lansdowne, Md., is seeking 
God’s will in finding a pas-
tor. Resumes will be accepted 
at the following address: FBC 
Lansdowne, Attn: Pastor Search 
Committee, 2320 Alma Road, 
Lansdowne, MD 21227. Questions 
can be addressed to Mike Greelee 
at (410) 247-3655. 

TEACHER AND CLASSROOM 
ASSISTANTS — Bethany Lane 
Baptist Church Child Care Center 
is seeking to hire a “Sr. Staff” 
qualified teacher to job share 
in infant/toddler classroom of 
three children, approx. 20 hrs. 
per week. Classroom assistants 
no experience necessary, only a 
“heart” for young children and 
their families, training provided. 
Must have high school diploma or 
GED. Fax resume: (410) 313-8198, 
Attn: Cheryl, or call (410) 461-3393 
for appt.

ACCOMPANIST NEEDED – 
Olney Baptist Church – Part-time 
paid position. For more informa-
tion call church office at (301) 774-
5433 or send resumes to Olney 
Baptist Church, 17525 Georgia 

Avenue, P.O. Box 325, Olney, MD 
20830-0325.

YOUTH PASTOR — 
Leonardtown Baptist Church in 
Southern Maryland is accepting 
resumes for a full-time youth pas-
tor. Ministry description available 
at www.leonardtownbaptist.org.  
Send résumés along with the posi-
tion questionnaire found on our 
website…or call (301) 475-2131 
to have a questionnaire sent to 
you. Mail these to Leonardtown 
Baptist Church, Attn: Youth 
Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 
1757, Leonardtown, MD  20650 or 
email to search@leonardtownbap
tist.org.

PASTOR OF STUDENTS/
WORSHIP — Crossroads 
Community Church, a growing 
7-yr. old purpose-driven church, 
north of Martinsburg, WV, located 
80 miles west of the Baltimore/ 
Washington, D.C. region in 
the Eastern Panhandle of West 
Virginia, seeks a godly person to 
be pastor of students/worship. 
Individual will be responsible for 
developing and growing the stu-
dents ministry (K-12) and lead our 
contemporary worship ministry. 
Seminary and/or Bible college 
degree preferred. Interested can-
didates need to submit a detailed 
resume along with a cover letter 
explaining your spiritual jour-
ney and call to ministry. Submit 
all inquiries to: Crossroads 
Community Church, P.O. Box 
1234, Falling Waters, WV 25419.

MINISTER OF MUSIC — 
Ashton Baptist Church is seeking 
a part-time minister of music to 
coordinate the music program 

of the church. Responsibilities 
will include directing the adult 
choir, leading the music portion of 
the worship service and arrang-
ing for any special music. Please 
send resumes and cover letter to 
Ashton Baptist Church, C/O Don 
Sweeney, Chairman of Personnel 
Committee, PO Box 136, 17826 
New Hampshire Avenue, Ashton, 
MD 20861.
You may also E-mail your 
information to the church at 
ashtonbc@aol.com.

J.J.V. CATERING COMPANY 
— “Serving the Lord, While serv-
ing You.” A full service catering 
company to supply all your food 
needs. From Picnics to Weddings; 
when you need good food you 
need me. (410) 586-3906. E-mail:  
J.J.V.CateringCo@juno.com.

BELLSOLOS.COM — Visit this 
website to learn more about the 
solo hand bell ministry of Lin 
Wallberg. He is available for wed-
dings, concerts, worship services, 
or clinics. Add the special touch 
of handballs to your next musical 
occasion. Contact: Lin Wallberg 
Phone: (301) 586-0317 E-mail: 
lin@bellsolos.com.

RETREAT TO THE OCEAN 
— The Baptist Retreat Center in 
Ocean City is available for Fall 
– Spring Retreats. We can accom-
modate groups as large as 65. For 
more info, call (410) 289-6573 or 
check http://www.OCBaptist.org. 

ALPHARETTA, Ga.—J. 
Eric and Wendy Boykin have 
been appointed by the North 
American Mission Board 
(NAMB) to serve as missionar-
ies in Frederick, Md., where 
Eric Boykin is a church planter 
intern and pastor.

Boykin, a Texas native, 
is a graduate of Wesley 
College in Florence, Miss., 
and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He pre-
viously was pastor of Fairview 
Church in Greenville, Texas, 
and has earlier experience 
as a church planter and pas-
tor in Magee, Mendenhall, 
Milledgeville and Pinola, Miss.

Wendy Boykin, a Georgia 
native, holds an associate 
degree from Georgia Military 
College in Milledgeville, Ga. 
She previously has worked 
as a kennel owner, childcare 
worker and typesetter. She 
also has served churches in 
Texas and Mississippi as wor-
ship leader.

The Boykins have three 
children: Zachary, 10; Stephen, 
10; and Emili, 7.

NAMB 
missionary 
to serve in 
Maryland

Employment

Maryland/Delaware students graduate 
from seminaries

Several students from 
Maryland and Delaware grad-
uated from Southern Baptist 
seminaries this spring. The 
graduates are listed below by 
seminary.

New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary
• Lisa Marie Hurd 

Baltimore, Md. 
Certificate of Excellence

Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary or 
Southeastern College, Wake 
Forest, N.C.
• Andrew John Palm  

Baltimore, Md.  
Bachelor of Arts in Biblical 
Studies

• Dale Glenn Heatwole 
Parkton, Md.  
Bachelor of Arts in Biblical 
Studies with Minor in 
History of Ideas

• Erin Collett Mills  
Columbia, Md.  
Master of Arts in Christian 
School Administration

• Sean Patrick Davis  
Berlin, Md. 
Master of Divinity

• John H. Luther  
Severna Park, Md.  
Master of Divinity

• Emily Lynn Niner  
Frostburg, Md.  
Master of Divinity

Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky.
• Brian Keith Campbell 

Maryland 
Master of Divinity in 
Pastoral Counseling

• Ian Blake Hardcastle 
Delaware 
Master of Divinity

• Sanghoon Jeon 
Maryland 

Master of Divinity
• Man-Poong Dennis Kim  

Maryland 
Master of Divinity

• William Orange 
Maryland 
Bachelor of Science

• Long V. Nguyen 
Maryland 
Bachelor of Science

• Clayton A. Clark, Sr. 
Maryland 
Bachelor of Arts 

Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Ft. 
Worth, Tex.
• Stan H. Graham 

Baltimore, Md. 
Master of Divinity with 
Biblical Languages

• Connie Lorene Zinn 
Baltimore, Md. 
Master of Arts in Christian 
Education

Miscellaneous

Join us watch 
the Baltimore Orioles 

beat the Toronto Blue Jays. 
It’s a fireworks night!

Friday Night, September 19
Tickets are only $10! 

Reserve your spot today!             
800.466.5290  x232

Registration deadline 
is September 5th.

BCM/D Men’s Ministries invites you to   
a night at the ballpark
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