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 Newsjournal of the Baptist Convention of Maryland and Delaware
August 2003

By Bob Simpson
Editor

RIDGECREST, N.C.—On 
the 4th of July weekend, 
the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware (BCM/D) 
was well represented at the 
“Christian Family Weekend” 
event at LifeWay’s rustic 
Ridgecrest, N.C., conference 
center. Nestled in the beautiful 
and majestic Blue Ridge 
Mountains near Asheville, the 
Ridgecrest “Christian Family 
Weekend” was conceived for 
families in need of some time 
to relax and enjoy quality 
time together. The weekend 
offered a blend of recreation, 
entertainment, spiritual 
growth and meaningful 
worship. The conference was 
planned and sponsored in 
part by BCM/D  along with 
the Florida, Georgia, South 
Carolina and New York state 
conventions.

The worship times 
featured two sets of father/
son combinations. The fi rst 
one was seen in the worship 

leaders. David Lee, BCM/D’s 
executive director, and his two 
sons, Jonathan and Jeremy, 
creatively led each worship 
session. The three of them 
shared the “sermon” time in a 
tag-team approach. The father 
began each session, each son 
then contributed and then 
the father did the wrap-up. 
David Lee defi nitely appealed 
to the adults. Jonathan had 
high credibility with the 
younger adults especially 
those with young children. 
Jeremy provided the requisite 
resourcefulness to keep the 
children and teenagers glued 
to the stage. 

Ron Pratt, national 
event planner for LifeWay 
Conference Centers, said that 
in all of his experience he had 
not ever witnessed a father 
and his two sons providing 
worship leadership together 
at either of LifeWay’s two 
national conference centers.

The music for the 
conference was also father 
and son driven. It was ably 
provided by the David Akin 

Family from Hampton, Ga. 
The father, David, is a full-
time Southern Baptist music 
evangelist with a ministry to 
families. His wife, Lagene, 
provides offi ce management 
for the family group. Their 
three boys, Dave, 21, Nick, 18, 
and Eli, 16, all sing together 
in the family enterprise. “My 
family is the most important 
thing to me other than my 
relationship with Jesus Christ,” 
Akin said. They are all very 
talented and unusually 

winsome. Each can play 
multiple instruments and 
the blend of their voices is 
extraordinary. 

They transition through a 
wide variety of musical styles 
from contemporary Christian, 
to southern Gospel, praise 
and worship and even old-
fashioned hymn arrangements. 
What dominates their 
performance, though, is their 
sincere and transparent walk 
with the Lord.

Father, son and son?

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

SEVERN, Md.—Thirteen 
years ago in Texas a small 
group of teenagers gathered 
for a Disciple Now weekend. 
As they began to seek God, 
He created a burden in their 
hearts for the lost souls of 
their classmates, friends and 
teachers. The students drove 
to three different schools that 
night, gathered around the fl ag 
poles and prayed.

That event ignited a 
movement now called “See You 
at the Pole” (SYATP). Over 2.5 
million middle and high school 
students meet each year on the 
third Wednesday of Sept. at 7 
a.m. at their school fl ag poles 
to pray simultaneously, just as 
the original group did. 

David Overstreet, the 
SYATP coordinator for the 
National Network of Youth 
Ministries in San Diego, Calif., 
said the growth has been 
phenomenal. The original 
group, Overstreet said, had no 
idea what they started. “They 
just had a strong conviction 
to blanket their campus in 
prayer,” he said.

Though several youth 
pastors in BCM/D churches 
said they haven’t seen as 
much activity in this area as 
in the south, Overstreet said 
the East overall has had good 
participation.  

 “After 9/11 we had a huge 
turn out on the East Coast,” 
Overstreet said.” Students 
really awakened to the fact 
that our nation is vulnerable. 
We’re amazed every year at 
the stories sent in from youth 
pastors, students and parents, 

and of the students’ desire to 
minister to their peers. We 
are fortunate as a ministry 
to be part of that. Talk about 
exciting!”

See You at the Pole is a 
simple act – youth led prayer 
around a fl ag pole. But more is 
happening. 

Overstreet said SYATP 
is a catalyst to jump start 
student ministries in schools. 
It’s an opportunity to teach 
students leadership skills, to 
give them an opportunity to 
stand up and be counted and 
to increase their boldness for 
Christ. It’s also an opportunity 
for churches to cooperate 

with Christians from other 
denominations as they promote 
SYATP through concerts, rallies 
and other events. 

Brian Coday, Ogletown 
Church’s associate pastor 
of youth and assimilation, 
came from Arkansas to 
Delaware several years ago 
and found that SYATP wasn’t 
promoted nearly as much in 
his new home area as it was 
in Arkansas. He got to work 
forming networks with other 
churches in the community 
to train students how to lead 
and promote the event. Coday 
also works as liaison for the 
youth if they have trouble 

with principals and other 
administrators. He patiently 
explains that the students 
do not need permission to 
peacefully assemble and pray 
at the fl ag pole, but are giving 
the principal the courtesy of 
alerting him or her of their 
plans.

Coday said one of the 
biggest things SYATP does 
is that it allows teens an 
opportunity to identify other 
Christians. Some of the kids, 
Coday said, thought they were 
alone.

 

The Pole ignites student ministries

continued on page nine

continued on page nine

Students like these gather all over the world to pray during See You at the Pole — National Day of 

Student Prayer. The crowds range from a single student to hundreds. Every year there are students 

who find Christ at the event.
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David Lee (left), Jonathan Lee (center) and Jeremy Lee (right) 

were featured speakers sharing as a team for the “Christian 

Family Weekend” retreat at Ridgecrest Conference Center in 

North Carolina, July 4-7, 2003. 
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Alan Redpath once said, 
As I lift up my eyes to 
Him and accept it as 

coming from the throne of God 
for some great purpose of blessing 
for my own heart, no sorrow will 
ever disturb, no trial will ever 
disarm me, no circumstance will 
ever cause me to fret, for I shall 
rest in the joy of what my Lord is.

There is not one among us 
who gets through life without 
encountering a bend in the 
road. Some even have multiple 
bends. For some, a bend takes 
the form of illness or fi nancial 
setback. For others it can be 
the loss of a child or spouse. 
I have spent the better part 
of 2003 so far negotiating my 
own personal bend in the 
road. Mine was health-related. 
I must say it has been more 
traumatic than I would have 
ever imagined. Now that I 
have made the transition, I 

fi nd myself looking for ways 
to crystallize all that God has 
been teaching me.

I have discovered an 
excellent book for all of us “in 
the benders.” Recently, at the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
in Phoenix, I stopped and 
watched pastor and author, 
David Jeremiah, signing his 
newest book entitled A Bend in 
the Road. The book chronicles 
his own journey with cancer 
as well as applies the book 
of Psalms and the life of 
the Apostle Paul to other 
genres of bends in the road. 
Jeremiah, who pastors Shadow 
Mountain Community 
Church, El Cajon, Cal., 
references a quote from his 
“friend and fellow struggler,” 
Gordon McDonald. He relates 
how McDonald coined a 
phrase to describe bends in 
the road. McDonald calls 

them “disruptive moments.” 
He defi nes them as “those 
unanticipated events, most of 
which one would usually have 
chosen to avoid had it been 
possible.”

I highly recommend 
this excellent book to you. 
Jeremiah lays out fi ve 
principles for dealing with 
our bends in the road: (1) 
Disruptive appointments are 
often divine appointments; 
(2) Progress without pain 
is usually not possible; 
(3) The promise of God is 
the provision of grace; (4) 
Disruptive moments produce 
dynamic growth; and (5) What 
we receive from disruptive 
moments depends on how we 
respond.

I suppose I just needed 
this book at precisely this 
time. You may need it, too. I 
am learning not to ask God, 

“Why?” but rather to ask, 
“What do You want me to 
learn through all of this?” 
Being the relatively slow 
learner that I am (as it pertains 
to life’s lessons), I treasure the 
crucible of my own bend in 
the road. I am learning that 
everything worthy in this 
world comes with great cost. 
Pastor Jeremiah captures it so 
beautifully in the following 
poem:

Sometimes we come to life’s crossroads
And we view what we think is the end.
But God has a much wider vision
And He knows that it’s only a bend.
The road will go on and get smoother
And after we’ve stopped for a rest,
The path that lies hidden beyond us
Is often the path that is best.
So rest and relax and grow stronger,
Let go and let God share your load
And have faith in a brighter tomorrow.
You’ve just come to a bend in the road.

Bends in the road (a.k.a. disruptive moments)

Imagine standing before 
God in eternity. You are 
discussing with Him the 

limited impact believers have 
made in His world to date. You 
offer our oft-cited reasons/
excuses. Too many people . . . 
not enough churches . . . too 
few resources . . . not enough 
time . . . the Devil’s too big. 
Wouldn’t it be unsettling 
if God stopped us in mid 
sentence with the admonition, 
“You didn’t dream big enough! 
That is the problem!”

Truth is . . . there ARE 
many people in Maryland/

Delaware . . . there ARE not 
enough churches to reach the 
growing population . . . there 
ARE too few resources made 
available for planting churches, 
strengthening congregations, 
and meeting needs . . . our 
schedules DO seem to be 
stretched to their limits. The 
devil, however, is NOT bigger 
than God. And the fact is we 
DON’T dream big enough. 
And that IS a problem.

I ask you to do four things 
in preparation for this year’s 
emphasis on state missions. 
Take time to study about where 

and how God is at work in our 
multi-state convention. Pray 
for your state missionaries. 
Dream big dreams, God-size 
dreams, about what we can do 
as the people of God to impact 
this strategic region for Jesus 
Christ. Then give prayerfully 
and generously to help us 
reach and surpass our 2003 
goal for state missions.

We are making a 
difference in Maryland/
Delaware. Join me in asking 
God to help us make a bigger 
difference—a difference 
beyond our imagination. 

Look on pages 6–7 for 
more information on this 
year’s Offerings for Maryland 
and Delaware Missions.

Let’s make a difference beyond our imagination

Decisions, decisions, 
decisions — our lives 
are full of them. Some 

are insignifi cant, but some 
are life-changing. What’s the 
hardest decision you have 
made in the past month?

Were you able, after the 
fact, to celebrate the result? 
Or, would you like a chance 
to change your decision? The 
reality is that we try to make 
the best decision possible 
at the moment we face it. 
Followers of Jesus, however, 
have the personal assistance 
of the Holy Spirit to guide 
them as they make choices 
and decisions. The wisdom 
and knowledge of our Lord 
is available constantly for 
OUR decision making! Jesus 
described our “counselor” as 
the Spirit of truth (John 16:13). 
One of the reasons the Spirit 
lives within the believer is to 
assist in the grasp of truth. 
Truth, obviously, is a big help 

when we are making decisions. 
And, since the Spirit never lies 
or misleads us, He always tugs 
us toward the right choice, the 
choice that honors Him!

Sometime today or 
tomorrow, it will be time to 
make a fairly big decision. 
How comforting to know that 
if we will stop and listen to 
the voice of our Lord, He is 
very willing to make His truth 
and guidance available to us. 
Let’s see . . . we can make our 
decision with or without the 
coaching of the risen Lord. We 
can assume we have the right 
answer, or, we can access the 
help of heaven. Easy choice, 
right? The effectiveness of our 
convention, leaders, churches 
and ministries is directly 
connected to our willingness 
to listen before we decide. 
Close your door, turn off the 
world, take a deep breath, drop 
to your knees and whisper His 
name. He is ready to speak! 

Trust the Lord with 

your decisions
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Arundel Association

Emmanuel Church, 
Gambrills, welcomes children 
in grades 1 to 5 for games, Bible 
study, snacks and ministry projects 
each Sunday night through the 
summer. 

Ladies from Lake Shore 
Church, Pasadena, will meet to go 
on a shopping excursion to outlets 
in Hagerstown next month. The 
church will have an “Honoring 
Our Heroes” program, with 
special music, including the praise 
team and dance ministry at Downs 
Park on Sept. 7.  The free program 
will honor fi remen, policemen, 
service personnel and other local 
heroes who help preserve life. 

Baltimore Association

First Baptist Church, 
Dundalk, had a Celebrate Jesus 
festival. They offered free games 
and rides and gave away free 
sandwiches, sodas, cotton candy 
and snowballs under a big tent 
on the church lawn. The annual 
outreach gives members an 
opportunity to plant spiritual 
seeds in the neighborhood, 
fellowship and 
register children 
for Vacation 
Bible School. 

The 
nationally 
known puppet 
group “Agape 
Puppets” from 
Georgia visited 
the church last 
month. 

Chestnut 
Ridge Church, 
Lutherville, 
is planning 
a spiritual 
renewal retreat 
at Bon Secours 
Spiritual 
Center in 
Marriottsville.

Middle 
River Church, 
Baltimore, has a new creative 
movement ministry team called 
“Psalm 150.”

The church will present 
Daniel Decker in concert on Aug. 
31. Decker is a singer/songwriter 
from Syracuse, NY. His latest 
release is “Pure in Heart.”

North Point Church, 
Dundalk, is planning its annual 
Homecoming Sunday on Sept. 
14. “The Brothers in Grace” will 
provide music and the sermon. 
After the worship service there 
will be a “Dinner on the Grounds” 
time of food and fellowship. 

Lee Street Memorial Church, 
Baltimore, is hosting concerts 
by different musicians at 7 p.m. 
every Sunday night at the church 
through Aug. Lee Street kicked off 
its concert series with a 90-voice 
youth choir from Fort Worth, Tex., 
“Hisingers.” 

Max Lyall, minister of music 
at Woodbrook Church, Baltimore, 
was the recipient of the Southern 
Baptist Church Music Conference’s 
2003 W. Hines Sims Award for 
his lifetime of ministry in church 
music. Lyall received the award on 
June 2 at the SBC Church Music 
Conference at Broadmore Church 
in Shreveport, La.

The youth at Woodbrook 
went camping/rafting on the 
Youghiogheny River. The church 
will have a back-to-school 
swimming party later this month.

Woolford Memorial Church, 
Baltimore, is ministering to 
children in their community 
through its TeamKid After 
School Program. The church is 
strategically located between an 
elementary school and a middle 
school.

The women of Faith Church, 
Knoxville had a fellowship 

garden tour. They met at the 
church and traveled to Surrey 
Brook Gardens in Middletown 
to shop and admire the fl owers. 
Afterwards they went to a church 
member’s house to admire a rose 
garden and enjoy a devotional 
time and lunch.

Delaware Association

The Delaware Association  
will have its annual family fun 
day at Smyrna Municipal Park 
on Aug. 23. The day’s events will 
include special music, food and a 
softball tournament.  

Ogletown Church took fi rst 
and second place in Delaware 
Association’s golf tournament. The 
fi rst place team included Drew 
Landry, Roger Humpton, David 
Ensenhauer and Sharon Walker. 
The second place team was 
comprised of Bill O’Dell, Bernie 
Erwin, John Bullock and Harold 
Dishongh.

The team at Bethany Church, 
Wilmington, took third place. The 
team included Gene Johnson, Paul 
Cunningham, Harrison Doughton 
and Frank Doughton. Bill O’Dell 
was the closest to the hole and 

longest drive 
winner. 

Members of 
Bethany Church 
headed to Clinton, 
Miss., to work 
with their partner 
church. The mission 
team will work 
with First Church of 
Clinton to do survey 
work and will help 
with construction 
of a small church 
in Birchill. They 
will also do mission 
projects in Jackson.  

Smyrna 
Church members 
collect non-
perishable food, 
toiletries and baby 
supplies for The 
Shepherd’s Place, 

a non-profi t homeless shelter in 
Dover, which serves displaced 
women and children. 

Mal Utleye, pastor of 
Hockessin Church will take 
a medical/evangelism team to 
Moldova in Oct. 

Eastern Association

Grace Church, Seaford, Del., 
sponsors a Hispanic mission. 
Church planter Jean-Marc O. 
Montagnon recently began 
ministering at the church on June 
1. Montagnon lived and worked 
in Mexico and is a recent graduate 
of Rio Grande Bible institute in 
Edinburg, Tex.

Marvin Wright, pastor of 
Grace, said that starting the 
Spanish mission has been a dream 
of the church for many years. 
There are many Hispanics living 
and working in the Seaford area, 
Wright said. The new mission 
actually started in March 2002 
with Grace members Martin and 
Mercedes Chavez who worked 
with the plant with the help 
of catalytic missionary Chad 
Cravens

Spence Church, Snow Hill, 
will have a booth at the Worcester 
County Fair on Aug. 8 to 10. 
Member will give out Good News 
bracelets, Jesus videos, Bibles and 
cold water. 

Berlin First Church had 
a June bridal gala. Members 
decorated the foyer and sanctuary 
and displayed wedding albums 
and pictures showing several 
members’ wedding pictures. 
There was a bridal fashion show 
with church member models. For 
a devotional time, guests watched 
a video about the romance of 
Boaz and Ruth, teaching that 
Christ is the perfect “kinsman 
redeemer” bridegroom. The 
reception afterwards featured a 
wedding cake. 

David Yang and his wife 
Hyonok began pastoring Laurel 
Korean Church last month. They 
were installed on July 6. The Yangs 
have two children, Hannah, age 
6 and James age 4. Pastor Young 
Cheol Kim retired.

Members of Gunpowder 
Church, Freeland, minister each 
month at the Helping UP Mission 
in downtown Baltimore. The 
group of about 30 prepares and 
serves dinners for the men at 
the mission. But they give much 
more than sustenance. The church 
members give their time talking, 
playing games, laughing and just 
enjoying the company of the men.

Doris Morrell explained that 
the mission ministers to men in 
a holistic way, providing them a 
place to stay, three meals a day, 
rehabilitation and an opportunity 
to know Jesus. 

Montgomery Association

Kensington Church members 
are gathering presents for a 
Christmas in August program. The 
gifts will help low income families 
in the community.  

Potomac Association

Trinity Church, Waldorf, 
celebrated its 20th anniversary on 
June 8. Richard Logsdon, former 
pastor Wayne Harris and interim 
pastor David Jackson brought 
the messages during the service. 
Afterwards members met for a 
dinner and concert.

David Glenn is the summer 
youth intern at Southern Calvert 
Church, Lusby. Glenn is a member 
of Trinity Church.

Nanjemoy Church had 
youth week last month. The teens 
enjoyed bowling, movies, softball 
and a trip to Kings Dominion 
theme park. 

Earl Scott was a featured 
special speaker on the Sunday 
evening following youth week. 
Scott is from Brooklyn, NY, and 
a graduate of Tabernacle Baptist 
Bible College/seminary. He works 
with Child Evangelism Fellowship 
of Eastern Pa. reaching out to 
children through Bible Clubs, 
Vacation Bible Schools and open-
air witnessing. BCM/D evangelism 
consultant Rick Hancock preached 
in the morning service.

Potomac Heights Church, 
Indian Head, has a women 
mentoring women ministry. Last 
month they had an orientation 
coffee for women to get 
information about the program. 
The church had a family scavenger 
hunt last month and a family 
water game night on Aug. 1.

First Church, Waldorf, is 
kicking off its Upward Soccer 
program this month. 

Lexington Park Church 
member Val Ham will travel to 
Moldova this month to teach in 
a camp for Moldovan youth to 
improve their English and study 
their Bibles. Ham will use the Kay 
Arthur study “Marriage Without 
Regrets.”

 Rolando Castor is the new 
pastor of Ministry of Love in 
Christ Church. Castro and his 
wife Zulma are from Costa Rica. 
Their fi rst Sunday was June 15. 
They have two children, Ariana 
and Fabian. 

Dunkirk Church, has 
a special team of youth who 
minister through their artistic 
talents. They prepare posters 
to advertise ministry activities. 
They’re called Dunkirk Depicters.

Youth at Hughesville Church 
went on a World Changers mission 
trip in Roanoke, Va., last month 
to work on construction, lead 
worship and witness.

Prince George’s Associa

Seventy-fi ve ladies attended 
an annual women’s conference at 

LeDetroit Church, Oxon Hill. 
The conference featured a play 
written by church member Celeste 
Pitts. “Starting Today” was 
about women in crisis situations 
and how their friends gently 
led them to Jesus. Some of the 
scenarios included single moms 
leaving their children alone to 
date, women with self-esteem 
problems and women involved in 
extramarital affairs. 

Whitehall Church, 
Accokeek, had a S.C.U.B.A. 
themed VBS – Super Cool 
Undersea Bible Adventure. The 
program featured Bible stories, 
memory verses, songs, crafts and 
mission projects highlighting 
Godly principles using cartoon 
character fi sh, sea turtles, whales 
and clam cartoon characters. 

Members from Prince 
George’s Association traveled 
to Boiling Springs Church in 
Wilburton, Okla., on July 14 to 18 
for a maintenance/repair mission 
trip. 

Susquehanna Association 

Members of Calvary Church, 
Bel Air, are hosting a “Walkin’ 
By Faith” day camp through this 
summer. Elementary school-
aged children meet on Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays for Bible 
study, games, crafts, recreation 
and fi eld trips.

Twenty volunteers from 
churches in the Susquehanna 
Association went to Puebla, 
Mexico, for a mission trip July 
11 to 21. Dan Sheffi eld, the 
association’s director of missions 
said less people went on this 
trip than last year, but there’s 
double the work to do. The team 
worked with Bethany Church in 
San Pablo and with a new church 
start which Bethany sponsored 
just fi ve miles away in the town of 
Tepeaca. 

Team members hosted VBS 
at both churches during the day, 
evangelical outreaches in the 
evenings and worship services on 
the weekend. 

Oak Grove Church, Bel Air, 
children’s ministries will host a 
trip to the Baltimore Zoo.  

The church kicked off its 
holiday plans for its annual living 
Christmas tree presentation with 
a special dinner for those involved 
with the program.  

The ladies of Oak Grove have 
dessert fellowships each month. 

Members of First Church, 
North East, will minister at the 
Surf and Sand Club in Ocean City 
this month. The mission team will 
help with Backyard Bible Clubs 
in campgrounds around Ocean 
City. They’ll also do boardwalk 
ministry, inviting people to 
play volleyball and basketball, 
passing out bottled water and 
tracts, teaching English to foreign 
residents and serving lunch to 
people in homeless shelters.

Western Association

Welsh Memorial Church, 
Frostburg , had a kid’s day at the 
church library recently offering 
plenty of books, refreshments and 
prizes. 

Youth from Second Church, 
Cumberland, went on a summer 
mission trip to Ocean City.  

Bruce Glisson recently 
began pastoring at First Church, 
Westernport. Glisson previously 
served on the ministerial staff 
at Calvary Church, Bel Air.  
He plans to begin a FAITH 
evangelism program at First 
Church. 

Miscellaneous

New Beginnings Church & 
Ministries, Pasadena, is having 
a summer-long Vacation Bible 
School. Using the Kingdom Capers 
curriculum, the church is having 
Bible school once a week with a 
grand fi nale planned at the end.

Arundel

Baltimore

Blue Ridge

Eastern

Delaware

Mid-Maryland

Potomac

Montgomery

Western

Susquehanna

Prince George’s

Mary Frances 
(Bond) Brinkley passed 
away on Good Friday, 
April 18, 2003, at her 
home with her family 
present after a year long 
battle with pancreas 
cancer.

She was the 
daughter of Orville 
Lionel and Mary 
Isabelle Bond.

Mary and her 
husband, Jim, served 37 
years in Dallas, Texas, 
as North American 
Mission Board 
missionaries at the 
Mexican Baptist Center; 
the Mallory Center, 
Baltimore, Md.; and 
the West End Chapel, 
Hagerstown, Md.

In addition to her 
mother, she is survived 
by her husband, James 
C. Brinkley Sr.; a son, 
James C. Brinkley Jr.; 
and three daughters, 
Carol R. Zimmerman, 
Baltimore, Md.; LeAnne 
J. Craig, Tucson, Ariz.; 
and Sharon I. Doub, 
Martinsburg, W.Va.

Memorial 
donations may be made 
to West End Baptist 
Chapel, 101 Buena Vista 
Ave., Hagerstown, MD 
21740; and Hospice of 
Washington County, 
Inc., 1500 Pennsylvania 
Ave, Western Maryland 
Center, 3rd fl oor, 
Hagerstown, MD 21742.

Pastor Christopher Gud-

mundson, First Church, 

Dundalk, after being dunked 

at the Celebrate Jesus 

Festival.

Miscellaneous
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By Vivian Phillips
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

REISTERSTOWN, Md. 
—A choice of enrichment 
activities is drawing droves 
of children, many of them 
unchurched, to Northwest 
Church’s Vacation Bible School. 

Each child, upon 
registration, is given a choice 
between fi ve morning and 
afternoon sessions of art, 
baseball, cheerleading and 
gymnastics, computer, music, 
soccer or a baseball/soccer 

combo. First to register are 
children of the community.

Didi Kaunda and her 
children, who moved to 
the area from Zambia, 
South Africa, three years 
ago, represent people of 
the community the church 
is trying to reach. Kaunda 
said she found out about the 
2001 day camp from a fl ier 
delivered to her mother’s 
nearby apartment building. 
After enjoying camp her 
children insisted on the family 
visiting Northwest Church the 
following Sunday and they 
have been attending ever since. 
Outreach came full circle this 
year as Kaunda served as a day 
camp counselor.

Bible Day Camp, in 
its third year, emphasizes 
Bible study and the gospel 
message, interspersed with 
enrichment activities. Michelle 
Delgado, a former public 
school administrator, who 
originally developed the camp 
plan for Northwest Church, 
has directed the Bible Day 
Camp for the past three years, 
assisted by daughter Anita 
Taylor, a former public school 
teacher. She gives all the 
glory to God for the increases 
they have seen in enrollment, 
salvation decisions, church 
member involvement and 
local business support. Gary 

Glanville is the pastor of 
Northwest Church.

Camp L.O.G.O.S. (Leaning 
on God’s Only Son) attracted 
175 children this year as 
compared to the 25 who 
attended the 
fi rst day camp. 
At the 2002 
day camp, 
39 children 
made salvation 
decisions and 
50 children 
have accepted 
Christ in 2003. 
Children with 
no church 
affi liation 
accounted for 
47 percent 
of this year’s 
decisions for 
Christ. 

The list of enrichment team 
leaders refl ects a plethora of 
interests and expertise. James 
Murphy, leading art with 
wife Belinda, is a professional 
artist. The computer guru is 
Erick Taylor, Anita’s husband, 
who is a network engineer. 
He trained the fourth and 
fi fth graders in his team 
to create a camp website 
(www.NWBCMD.ORG). 
Celeste Patz, producing 
a musical called “Splash 
Kingdom” with campers in 
the music team, has a college 

degree in drama. Other team 
leaders in baseball, soccer, 
gymnastics and cheerleading 
have experience in these 
areas and/or hold education 
or childhood development 

degrees. Delgado 
is awed that 
many of these 
professionals give 
of their vacation 
time to work as 
volunteers at the 
day camp. Even a 
policeman in the 
church has taken 
a few days leave 
to work with the 
children, she said. 
In all there were 
110 volunteers for 
the camp. The day 
camp, beginning 
at 8:40 a.m. and 

ending at 2:15 p.m., includes 
breakfast and lunch. In the 
fi rst year, Delgado remembers 
that the children were given 
bag lunches, whereas now an 
impressive array of culinary 
businesses have lent the 
fruits of their labors. Church 
member Carolyn Kapus and 
her husband, have doubled the 
list of donating businesses this 
year. 

This blessed Bible Day 
Camp ministers to both body 
and spirit.   

Art, computer or sports, anyone?

By Shannon Baker
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—“You 
don’t invite people to your small 
group,” my husband’s mentor 
gently reminded him as they met 
in their church-planting session. 

As his mentor leaned back 
in his chair, seemingly recalling 
the many group leaders he had 
counseled, he continued, “You 
invest in their lives. You build a 
relationship with them. You share 
the love of Christ.” 

He added, “Then you ask 
them to participate in your 
mission. You encourage them 
to be involved in the exciting, 
challenging and passionate work 
that God is doing in their midst.”

Immediately, Larry, my 
husband, shook his head in 
agreement, drinking in the depth 
of the statements. The simple 
words began to grow in him the 
same way one walks into the 
ocean . . . the further he thought, 
the greater its depth.

He was right, of course. 
Randy Millwood always had a 
way of reminding his students 
of the big picture, the entire 
situation, the excitement of 
the call. He always knew how 
to inspire and instruct. He 
always knew how to make 
people stop and scratch their 
heads over his profound, yet 
blissfully simple, statements. 

As consultant specialist for 
disciple making, small groups 
and new church development 
at the Baptist Convention 
of Maryland/Delaware for 
the past two years, Randy 
and his wife Adele have 
had opportunity to “come 
alongside” several church 
planters and other leaders.

“I seek to help our leaders 
understand the vision that 

God has given them,” he 
explains. 

He likens his role to that 
of Barnabus, an encourager 
in the Bible who often came 
alongside the Apostle Paul. 
“What if Barnabus didn’t 
exist? Where would Paul be?”

He adds, “I want to 
stimulate people to think.”

As my husband thought, a 
smile found its way across his 
face. Once again, his mentor 
had lovingly compelled him 
to be more like Jesus. “How 
does he always do that?” Larry 
wondered to himself.

Perhaps it is because 
Randy strives to be like Jesus, 
a powerful teacher, a humble 
man who made people think, 
who made people question the 
reality around them. 

Perhaps it is because of 
the way Randy and Adele 
intentionally measure their 
lives by prayer and by the 
Word of God. Or the way they 
understand what it means to 
develop relationships, to really 
nurture people and to make 
people feel like they count in 
the Kingdom of God.

It was through the 
Millwoods that Larry and I 

learned that God wanted us 
to do ministry in Maryland. It 
was because of them that we 
fell in love with small group 
ministry.

Before Randy became 
a consultant in Maryland/
Delaware, he was our 
professor at New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 
And long before he became 
our professor, he and Adele 
were our cell group leaders. 
And as our leaders, we were 
their students.  

They were there when we 
studied through seminary. 
They were there when we 
tested our ministry wings in 
the inner city and in the living 
room of our home. They were 
there when our fi rst child was 
born. They were there.

No matter where they are, 
they will always be there.

Sitting across the table, 
Randy waited as Larry 
fi nished his thought. He then 
delicately changed the subject 
and shared the new direction 
God was leading him and 
Adele. 

It turns out that New 
Orleans Baptist Seminary 
had been approaching Randy 

about resuming the role as 
professor at the seminary. 
Except, this time, instead 
of focusing on Christian 
education, Randy will 
teach a subject that he is 
very passionate about . . . 
discipleship.

In a role he couldn’t 
refuse, Randy will hold 
the Broadmoor Chair of 
Discipleship and will lead the 
seminary’s Spiritual Formation 
program, where he will be 
training the next generation of 
church planters and leaders, 
encouraging them to think 
deeply and to love the Lord 
with all their heart, soul and 
mind, even as we were taught.

I can see them already.
They are sitting across the 

table with brand new students, 
who are a little apprehensive 
but very excited about being 
in seminary. Even as Adele is 
passing around the freshly-
baked chocolate chip cookies, 
Randy is opening his Bible to 
Acts 2 to share about Biblical 
community. 

After praying, he asks a 
question with a knowing smile 
on his face. “How do we invite 
others to this group?” 

Millwoods return to New Orleans

Randy Millwood

This year the focus is newsletters (both print 
and email) as well as outreach materials!

Visit www.yourbcmd.org for more details!



By Iris White
Associate Editor

LANHAM, Md.— Reynold 
Carr’s mission is to assist, 
resource, advise and encourage 
pastors and churches. “I want 
the churches and pastors to 
network. When one pastor is 
struggling another can come 
along side and help him. He 
may not need a handout, just 
a hand. Whatever God has 
given us, we should pass on to 
others,” Carr said.

Carr, Prince George’s 
Association’s director of 
missions since April 2002, 
realizes that for the churches 
to make a difference in their 
communities they need to 
understand the people they 
are trying to reach. “People 
today are different; they know 
nothing about church or Jesus. 
We need to get to know our 
communities, identify their 
needs and then share what 
Jesus can do,” Carr said. 

Prince George’s County 
has changed demographically 
in the last 20 years. It has 
become an international 
county with many well-to-
do homes. According to the 
2000 census, there are 867,000 
people in PG County, of which 
325,000 have no religious 
affi liation. Carr says, “We have 
our work cut out for us because 
people here think they have it 
all and do not need God.”

Several of the churches 
are using creative methods 
to reach the people around 
them. Kettering Church is 
bursting at the seams and the 
congregation is considering 
moving to Prince George’s 
Community College. They 

are experimenting with 
two services — 7:30 am at 
the church and 10 am at the 
college. Kettering partnered 
with two other churches to 
host a “Woman’s Day” event. 
They also have a day camp for 
children under the age of 16, 
which is separate from VBS. 
They take fi eld trips, have 
classes, crafts and games. They 
also have fi nancial planning 
and home buying workshops 
as a part of their community 
outreach.

Mt. Calvary Church, 
Lanham, is successfully 
reaching a diverse group of 
people through the AWANA 
program, men’s ministry, 
Sunday School, foreign mission 
trips to Guyana, Surinam, 
Nigeria, Sierra Leone and 
community outreach. Charles 
Cato is the pastor.

First Church, Laurel, is 
actively involved in hosting 
mission trips, leading English 
as a Second Language classes, 
mission trips to Mexico and 
sponsoring a Christian school 
under the leadership of Stan 
Beall, pastor.

Cornerstone Peaceful Bible 
Church, Upper Marlboro, 
operates a community school. 
Daniel Mangrum, pastor, 
heads the PG Acts Program, 
which is a cable television 
ministry.

Kent Church, Landover, 
has street meetings during 
the summer. Local gas station 
owners allow them to set up 
a sound system and grills to 
minister to the community 
through singing and preaching 
on summer evenings.

The association hosts a Key 
Lay Leader Conference, which 

was started by James Dixon, 
pastor of El Bethel Church, 
when he served as director of 
church growth. In 2004, they 
hope to have two conferences 
in February and October in the 
northern and southern parts 
of the county. The conference 
is designed to make lay 
leaders and pastors aware of 
the resources and training 
opportunities available 
through the association and 
state convention.

Prince George’s 
Association has 77 churches. 
Approximately 48 churches are 
African American, 10 language 
churches and 19 Anglo 
churches. The association offi ce 
is located in Lanham in an old 
home built in 1890. Carr knows 
that to minister effectively 
to the pastors and churches 
they need a new building. The 
association owns property 
on Route 301 they want to 
sell. The funds will be used 

toward the construction of a 
new building on the current 
property. 

Terry Wilburn, Carr’s 
assistant, has worked in the 
association offi ce for 11 years. 
Because of physical problems 
she has been having recently, 
Carr continually reminds her, 
“You are a jewel and are not 
going anywhere!”

In 1971 Carr and his wife 
Jocelyn moved to Washington, 
D.C. from Trinidad and in 
1979 became pastor of Kent 
Church, Landover. Jocelyn has 
been a source of strength and 
encouragement to him. They 
have three children, Sean, 
Leslie and Julie. 

As pastor of Kent Church, 
Carr helped them understand 
the importance of association 
work. He said, “We ask 
members to give their tithes 
to the church, as a church we 
should do the same and give 
our tithes of each month’s 
offering to the Lord’s work 
in Maryland — 5% to the 
association and 5% to the 
SBC Cooperative Program. 
What’s good for the goose 
is good for the gander. If all 
of the churches supported 
the association, we could do 
great things,” Carr said. That 
includes ministries, as well as 
new facilities.

Carr learns “to be patient and let the Lord work”

“We ask members 

to give their tithes 

to the church, as a 

church we should do 

the same and give our 

tithes of each month’s 

offering to the Lord’s 

work in Maryland — 

5% to the association 

and 5% to the SBC 

Cooperative Program. 

What’s good for the 

goose is good for the 

gander. If all of the 

churches supported 

the association, 

we could do great 

things.” 

— Reynold Carr
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Women throughout the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/Delaware 
are invited to attend the RefresHER 
Weekend, September 19-20, 2003, 
at the Sheraton Columbia Hotel, 
Columbia, Md. “The Potter’s Gift 
. . . You” will be an opportunity 
for women to learn how uniquely 
made we are.

For more information call 
(800) 466–5290, extension 
231/232 or visit us online at 
www.yourbcmd.org. For hotel 
information, visit www.sheratoncol
umbia.com.

YES! I want to attend the RefresHER 

Name: ___________________________ 

Address: __________________________

__________________________________

Phone: ___________________________ 

Roommate:  _______________________

     _______________________

Room Selection
❏ single $175  ❏ double $123  
❏ triple+ $99
(commuter rates are available)
Banquet Meal Selection
❏ mediterranean chicken  
❏ london broil

Mail this form and checks payable to 
“BCM/D” to
2003 RefresHER weekend 
10255 Old Columbia Rd. 
Columbia, MD 21046

Registration deadline is 
September 5, 2003.
sponsored by the Women’s Ministry 
of the BCM/D

✄

2003 Sunday School 
Teacher Training 

Conference

Friday, September 19, 2003 
7– 9:30 pm–Saturday 

September 20, 2003 9–12:00 noon
3400 Spencerville Road (Rt. 198) 

Burtonsville, MD 20866
www.burtonsvillebaptist.org

 (301) 421-9080

Classes offered for both new and 
experienced teachers of:

Adults, Youth, Children, & 
Preschool classes

Keynote speaker and adult leader: 
Wayne Poling, Lifeway

Other Leaders : Bobby Scott 
(Youth), June Holland (Children), 

Sue Raley (Preschool)

Cost: $25 per person or 
$100 per church.

For more information, contact
julie@burtonsvillebaptist.org.

 
sponsored by 

Burtonsville Baptist and 
Viers Mill Baptist Churches.



Theme: Beyond Imagination

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 2:9, The Message
“No one’s ever seen or heard anything like this,
Never so much as imagined anything quite like it—
What God has arranged for those who love him.”

Challenge: God is at work in Maryland/Delaware, doing things beyond our 
imagination. Be a part of something that has never happened before. 

Music:
Hymn: “Be Thou My Vision”
Praise Song: “Open the Eyes of My Heart”

Suggested Dates: September 7-14, 2003

Offering Goal: $225,000

Specific Allocations:
 $75,000 Starting Churches $60,000 Strengthening Congregations

$50,000 Involving People $40,000 Developing Leaders

Promotion resources provided in packets (mailed to all pastors in July):
❑  Letter from Dr. Lee
❑  Theme poster
❑  Bulletin insert/prayer guide Master
❑  Clip art Master
❑  Offering envelopes
❑  CD-ROM materials: 

Feature stories (one for each allocation)
Teaching guides (children, youth, adults)
Children’s sermon
Bulletin insert/prayer guide master
Clip art master    

                                            Video

All resources found on the CD-ROM are also available at www.yourbcmd.org

We understand that not every church has the capability of accessing a website 
or CD-ROM. Several of the items found on the CD-ROM are also available in 
printed format. Please call (800) 466-5290, ext. 232 to order.

God is at work all around us restoring relationships and 
transforming lives. He is doing things that are beyond our 
human ability. His creative power is so vast that we can only 
catch glimpses of Him at work.

Our Week of Prayer for Maryland and Delaware 
Missions highlights some of the things God is doing right in 
our midst, things that are simply beyond imagination.

Fast Facts about the 2003 Offerings 
for Maryland and Delaware Missions

NEW!



My Offerings for Maryland and Delaware Missions
Goal $225,000 • September 7–14, 2003

•  Ask God to provide planters and 
resources necessary to start churches to 
reach the people groups in Maryland/
Delaware who have no opportunity 
to hear the gospel in words they can 
understand. 

•  Pray for our young people and those who 
minister to them. Ask God to continue 
to direct their paths as they grow in 
spiritual maturity.

•  Pray that God would open doors for our 
local Baptist volunteers who connect with 
people from many countries through 
English as a Second Language ministries.  

•  God is calling people out from 
congregations to serve as ministry 
leaders. Pray for these emerging leaders 
and for those who will train, equip and 
encourage them.

Pray GiveServe

5 minutes: 
•  pray for 5 friends who need to know Jesus
•  gift wrap a Jesus video to share with an    
 unchurched child
  
15 minutes: 
•  blow up balloons for an evangelistic block 

party
•  write an encouraging note to a college  
 student

60 minutes: 
•  prayer walk around your neighborhood
•  make 75 sandwiches for homeless people
•  lead a worship service in a nursing home

1 day: 
•  learn to share your faith
•  help a new church start survey their 

community
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By Gregory Tomlin

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP) 
— Former Southern Baptist 
Convention President Paige 
Patterson was elected the eighth 
president of Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 

Fort Worth, Texas, 
June 24.

Trustees voted 
unanimously in 
public session 
to extend a call 
to Patterson, 
who recently 
completed 10 
years of service 
as president of 
Southeastern 
Baptist Theological 
Seminary in 
Wake Forest, N.C. 
He becomes the 
second Southern 
Baptist statesman 
to serve as 
president of two 
SBC seminaries.

A native Texan, Patterson, 
60, is a third generation 
Southern Baptist preacher. 
His father, T.A. Patterson, 
once served as the executive 
director of the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas.

R. Albert Mohler Jr., 
chairman of the Council of 
Seminary Presidents, praised 
the selection.

“The election of Paige 
Patterson as president of 
Southwestern Seminary is 
one of the great moments in 
the history of the Southern 
Baptist Convention,” said 
Mohler, president of Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Louisville, Ky. “Dr. Patterson 
is one of our greatest leaders, 
and the Martin Luther in the 
reformation of our convention 
and the recovery of biblical 
inerrancy and authority.”

Patterson is the “obvious 
man” to take Southwestern 

Seminary into “its next golden 
era of theological education,” 
Mohler said. “He is Texan to 
the bone, courage in every inch, 
passion in every breath, vision in 
every thought, and driven by the 
Gospel in every dimension.”

In a press release issued 
by Southeastern Seminary, 
Patterson said it was the “clear 
call of God” that was taking 
him to Southwestern Seminary, 
a place that he added he loves 
“profoundly.” 

“Our departure comes not 
as result of dissatisfaction of any 
kind,” he said. “To the contrary, 
a president has never enjoyed 
such support and counsel 
from a governing board, such 
camaraderie and stimulation 
from a faculty and staff, such 
encouragement from a board 
of visitors, or such love from 
students.”

Patterson himself was 
ordained at First Church 
Beaumont, Texas, at age 16. 
He received a Bachelor of Arts 
degree from Hardin-Simmons 
University in Abilene, Texas, 
and a Th.M. and Th.D. from 
New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary.

After serving as pastor to 
churches in Texas, Louisiana 
and Arkansas, Patterson became 
president of the Criswell Center 
for Biblical Studies, now Criswell 
College in Dallas. Under his 
leadership, the center grew from 
an unaccredited Bible institute 
into an accredited college 
offering both undergraduate 
and graduate degrees. He 
left Criswell College for 
Southeastern Seminary in 
October 1992. 

Patterson was president of 
the SBC from 1998-2000. Texas 
Monthly magazine described 
him as a “modern prophet” who 
would soon become “one of the 
most important theologians in 
American Protestantism.” The 
Raleigh News and Observer 

included Patterson in its list of 
the top 100 people who helped 
shape North Carolina in 1999.

The article said that 
Patterson was a “conservative 
revolutionary” and “a tireless 
advocate of evangelism” who 
reshaped “what had been a 
moderate biblical seminary into 
one of the most conservative 
theological schools in the 
country.” The article also said 
that Patterson was committed to 
“the reliability of Scripture.”

Patterson’s previous posts 
and infl uence among Southern 
Baptists prove that he has a track 
record for success in theological 
education and church life, 
according to Denny Autrey, a 
Southwestern Seminary trustee 
and chairman of the seminary’s 
presidential search committee. 
He said that the committee was 
“unifi ed” in its desire to call 
Patterson for his gifts in pastoral 
ministry and scholarship.

Retiring Southwestern 
Seminary President Kenneth S. 
Hemphill said that he supported 
the decision of trustees 
concerning the future of the 
seminary.

“Dr. Patterson has been 
used by God to build a great 
seminary at Southeastern,” 
Hemphill said. 

Under Patterson’s 
leadership, Southeastern 
Seminary grew from 500 
students to nearly 2,300. He 
initiated the “Scholarship on 
Fire!” capital fundraising plan, 
which will provide for a new 
library, campus center and other 
renovations. He also oversaw 
more than $18 million in campus 
construction and renovation 
and pioneered church planting 
relationships between 
Southeastern and the New 
Hampshire Baptist Association 
and the North American 
Mission Board.

Patterson also developed a 
respected faculty at the North 

Carolina seminary, Hemphill 
said. 

“If you look at the excellent 
faculty he has assembled and 
the growth and enthusiastic 
student body that have been 
drawn to Southeastern, you 
will discover an eloquent 
testimony to his credentials to 
lead Southwestern. His passion 
for missions and his great heart 
for the world will suit him well 
to lead the greatest mission-
training institution in the 
world,” Hemphill said.

Southern Seminary’s 
Mohler said that Patterson “will 
take Texas by storm” and “win 
the hearts of Texas Baptists 
to the great cause of Gospel 
and truth as represented by 
their beloved Southwestern 
Seminary.” 

Mohler said that Southern 
Baptists “will greet this news 
with great excitement and 
joy.” He added that “we will 
be praying for Southeastern 
Seminary as they await their 
new leader. This we know:  God 
will provide a leader to build 
on Dr. Patterson’s legacy at that 
great school.”

Hemphill announced his 
retirement from Southwestern 
April 8 in order to serve as 
national strategist for the SBC’s 
Empowering Kingdom Growth 
initiative. He said that he and 
his wife, Paula, were grateful 
for the nine years of service God 
gave them at Southwestern. He 
also said that he and his wife 
“stand ready to assist Paige and 
Dorothy in any way possible.”

“I urge the faculty, students, 
alumni and friends of the semi-
nary to join me in praying for 
and supporting Paige and Doro-
thy as they come to Southwest-
ern. No institution of higher 
learning has greater kingdom 
impact than Southwestern,” 
Hemphill said.

Patterson elected president of Southwestern Seminary

By Robert Grant, Director
Church Admin. & Buildings
South Carolina Convention

COLUMBIA, S.C.—The 
Health Insurance Portability 
and Accountability Act 
(HIPAA) regarding privacy 
regulations went into effect 
on April 14. Many have been 
concerned as to how this act 
will affect South Carolina 
Baptist church ministries to 
those in health care facilities. 

HIPAA is a privacy law 
that protects patients in many 
ways. It requires a patient’s 
consent before doctors 
disclose data to anyone other 
than doctors or providers for 
treatment, payment or health 
care operations. It holds 
violators accountable through 
civil and criminal penalties 
and allows patients to request 
further restrictions on medical 
disclosure.

HIPAA has three 
major purposes: to protect 
and enhance the rights 
of consumers to access 
and control their health 
information; to improve and 
restore trust in health care 

systems in the United States; 
and to make the effectiveness 
of health care delivery more 
effi cient by creating a national 
framework for health privacy 
protection.

The HIPAA regulation 
was enacted in response 
to the inappropriate use of 
health information in the 
past, including the marketing 
of pharmaceutical products, 
termination of employment 
and termination of services. 
By enacting this rule, your 
health information can no 
longer be shared or sold 
for such purposes without 
consent. You now have more 
control over who knows 
what and who has access to 
your health records. Your 
health information can be 
shared with health providers 
and others only with your 
permission (unless it is for 
treatment, payment or other 
health care operations.)

This presents good 
and bad news for church 
ministries. The good news is 
that church members are now 
being protected, but the bad 
news is that church members 

are possibly being protected 
from their own churches as 
well.

Some health care facilities 
may provide patients the 
option to release information 
to the church, family or 
friends of their choice. A code 
system may be established 
to activate this option by the 
patient’s choice. This may 
become an option at some 
health care facilities, but 
probably not at all facilities.

Many questions and 
concerns related to the 
privacy act have been raised 
— including sending personal, 
prayer letters to hospitalized 
church members, posting 
room numbers, and bulletin 
and prayer room notices. It 
is important to note that the 
church does not fall under 
any of the HIPAA regulations. 
Church members who become 
patients can provide whatever 
information they wish to the 
church at any time prior to, 
while being admitted to, or 
after discharge from a health 
care facility.

Churches should be 
cautious, however, when 

dealing with patients in 
a health care facility. If 
information at health care 
facilities is not provided, 
even with a patient option 
or code, do not violate the 
patient/church member’s right 
to privacy. Make sure you 
document where you received 
information regarding patient 
information, whether it was 
from the patient or second-
hand. Keep information about 
a patient at a health care 
facility minimal. A church 
can show it cares and still 
provide ministry without the 
total exposure of a patient’s 
condition, medical procedure 
or diagnosis. Be respectful.

This may interrupt old 
ways of ministering, but it just 
might be best for the patient/
church member. As a pastor, 
keep records of the dates and 
times you visit hospitals or 
care facilities to validate that 
you visited those you knew to 
visit at each health care facility. 
If a church member were to be 
concerned as to why you did 
not know to visit (because of 
the privacy act), your records 
could be helpful.

Your church’s ministries could be affected by the new 

Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act
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June Holland 

celebrates five

years at BCM/D

June Holland 
serves as consultant 
for Bible teaching, 
Sunday School, 
pre-school and 
childrens ministries, 
VBS and weekday 
education for the 
Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware.

“I have been 
June’s ministry 
assistant since Aug. 
2000,” Gail Noda 
said. “She has a heart 
for people and is a 
great encourager of 
others. She is tireless 
in her efforts to assist 
churches with their 
children’s ministries, 
VBS and Sunday 
School programs. It is 
my privilege to serve 
with her.” 
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The father, David Akin, 
shared a powerful testimony 
with the conference audience. 
“One day while doing the 
music for a youth camp, I 
talked to a youth minister 
whose dad was a famous 
evangelist; and therefore 
wasn’t home very much. He 
continued that he never knew 
his dad as well as he would 
have liked. I remember going 
back to my room with a heavy 
heart. The boys were small at 
the time. As I knelt to pray that 
night, I asked God if He would 
show me how I could do His 
will and still be a good dad to 
the boys and a good husband 
to Lagene. Without a doubt, 
God has answered my heartfelt 
prayers by touching my boys 
with unusual musical talents. 
United, we travel the roads 
together, glorifying God for 
His goodness and provision.”

Ken Jordan, BCM/D’s 
consultant for family ministry, 
was not only instrumental 
in designing the concept 
of the weekend, he and his 
wife, Kathy, also taught one 
of the breakout sessions. 
Their conference, “Sharing 
the Gospel of Christ,” helped 
family members look at how to 
lead their own family to faith 
in Christ and also witness to 
families of unbelievers within 
their sphere of infl uence. 

David Lee said that it was 
such a joy to work together 
with his sons. This was the 
fi rst time the three ministers 
had collaborated together 
in a conference setting. The 
audience clearly enjoyed the 
contrast in styles welded 
together by mutual respect. 

Lee’s eldest son, Jonathan, 
is pastor of Crossroads Church, 
one he planted fi ve years ago 
in the Odenton/Ft. Meade area 
of Anne Arundel County, Md.  
Jonathan and his wife, Wendy, 
have two children, Ashlyn, 
age seven and Jon Michael, 
age four. Jonathan recently 
announced to his church that 
God is calling him to plant a 
new church in the Las Vegas 
suburbs of Henderson/Green 
Valley, Nev. His last Sunday 
with Crossroads, and fi fth 
anniversary as pastor, will be 
Oct. 5.

You can’t talk to Jonathan 
Lee very long before you sense 
his spiritual passion and high 
enthusiasm for cutting edge 
church planting. Five years ago 
he came to Md. as a pioneer 
in the convention’s church 
planting strategy. Today that 
strategy has transformed into a 
movement not coincidental to 
Jonathan’s infl uence with the 
movement and his success at 
Crossroads. 

Jonathan Lee is a true 
pioneer. He has become restless 
in a way that only pioneers 
experience. He thrives on the 
challenge of doing something 
that hasn’t been done before. 
That’s what is drawing him 
to Las Vegas, the fastest 
growing city in the nation. The 
difference this time is that he, 
and those who are going with 
him, will all be bi-vocational. 
They will form the nucleus of 
the new ministry but will not 
need funding in advance to 
cover salaries. 

Lee’s youngest son, 
Jeremy, travels across the 
nation speaking as a part 

of the ministry he founded 
last year called Revolution 
Ministries. It’s a Bible teaching 
ministry for children and 
teenagers. He contracts out 
with various organizations 
including LifeWay, Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes, Still Life 
and a national network of local 
churches. He says that the word 
“revolution” is defi ned as “a 
sudden impact or change in a 
situation. That’s what God did 
in my life and I’ve seen Him 
do it in so many others’ lives. 
That’s my story. I was a bored, 
hardhearted church kid who 
never really chose the Lord for 
myself. God has called me to 
awaken the hearts of church 
kids.”

Jeremy Lee has a website 
from which he ministers. That 
site is found at www.revolution-
ministries.com. He is based 

near Nashville, Tenn., where his 
wife, Beth, serves as associate 
student minister at First 
Church, Hendersonville, Tenn. 

Next year LifeWay will be
sponsoring another “Christian 
Family Weekend” over the 4th 
of July weekend at Ridgecrest. 

For more information or to 
register, contact LifeWay at 

www.lifeway.com. 

Father, son and son?
continued from page one

SYATP also allows youth 
workers to identify student 
leaders, he said. Ogletown uses 
SYATP to jumpstart their Bible 
club/student ministries.

“We have a goal of starting 
20 Bible clubs in school systems 
in this part of the country 
– Delaware, New Jersey, 
Maryland and Pennsylvania,” 
Coday said.  

He uses FISH, a strategy 
offered by Campus Revolutions 
to reach people where they are. 
Coday also teaches students 
how to begin their clubs and 
provides resources to keep 
them going.

Two years ago one of 
Ogletown’s youth, Kyle 
England, then 13 years old, 
decided he wanted to pray 
at the pole at Gaugur-Cobbs 
Middle School. His principal 
opposed him, but Kyle knew he 
had the right to do it and he did 
– alone. 

“Other people were looking 
at me funny,” Kyle said. 

The next year, seven 
people showed up, including 
several teachers. Kyle couldn’t 
participate because his bus 
driver wouldn’t let him off the 
bus to get to the pole on time. 

This year he plans to be 
at the pole at his new school 
- Glasgow High.

“I think it tells other 
people that I’m a Christian 

and honestly, it has given me 
a closer relationship and a 
closer walk with God. I’m sure 
other people’s lives have been 
changed (by SYATP).”  

Ed Lilly, associate pastor of 
family ministries of South End 
Church, compares SYATP with 
other big youth movements, 
such as Campus Crusade 
for Christ. He said most big 
revival movements have been 
started by youth.

Lilly will be promoting 
SYATP this year at South End. 

A typical SYATP rally, 
usually on the Saturday 
and/or Sunday before the 

pole day, includes bands and 
testimonies. Lilly uses the time 
to help prepare the students. 
Adults at the rally represent 
each school. As schools are 
called, the youth assemble 
with the adults and they elect 
representatives from their 
groups to lead the prayers at 
their school and to promote 
it through fl yers and public 
announcements.  

Some churches honor 
Christian students and 
teachers at the rallies 
and commission them 
as missionaries on their 
campuses. 

Several churches have 
follow-up rallies, sometimes 
the same night as the SYATP. 
They give the kids one-time 
use cameras then have adults 
pick up the cameras after 
the prayer time and have the 
pictures developed at a one-
hour-photo store. The pictures 
are used for a slide show. The 
teens enjoy the show and share 
their experiences. 

Everyone stressed that 
SYATP is a youth led event. 
By keeping it that way, legal 
experts say students have 
every right to assemble 
peacefully on the school 
grounds, without permission 
from anyone, to pray.  

“One of the biggest 
issues is parents wanting 
to participate,” Overstreet 

said. “We would rather 
them be gathered across the 
street praying as adults.” In 
fact, Overstreet said, they 
encourage parents to adopt 
youth to pray for throughout 
the year. He said youth leaders 
sometimes get over active 
at the pole, leading prayer 
themselves, which goes against 
the whole purpose of SYATP. 
Overstreet has had to talk 
to youth leaders, explaining 
that it is important that the 
students lead the prayers.

SYATP, Overstreet said, 
is spreading world-wide. 
Of course, not all countries 
have fl ag poles at their 
schools, so they gather 
around water fountains or 
monuments. College students 
are participating and so are 
adults at their workplaces. 
Elementary school students 
have also started to get 
active, but laws are different 
with younger children and 
SYATP currently only works 
with middle and high school 
students. 

The See You at the Pole 
website (www.syatp.com) 

offers background, promotional 
material, a movie, legal info, 

resources and other helpful links. 
The FISH website 

(www.campusrevolution.net)
offers information on campus 

ministries and Bible clubs. 

The Pole ignites student ministry
continued from page one

Eli Akin (left), Nick Akin, (center), and Dave Akin (right), led the 

music for the “Christian Family Weekend”  retreat at Ridgecrest 

Conference Center in North Carolina, July 4-7, 2003.  Their dad, 

David Akin (not shown in photo but playing keyboard) is the 

leader of the “The Akin Family” ministry through music.

Revolution Ministries will bring a team 
to BCM/D on Oct. 21-30, 2003. This team 
is donating their services through Jeremy’s 
organization specifi cally as a gift to the BCM/D 
churches. To invite members of this team to 
your church, simply contact Thom Thornton, 
BCM/D’s consultant for student ministry 
at 800-466-5290, ext. 220 or via email at 
tthornton@bcmd.org. 

June Holland

Consultant for 

Sunday School
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Bob Gerstmyer

BFCS Executive Director

For more information 
about BFCS, or to ask 
questions or comment 

on articles on this page, 
please call BFCS 
Public Relations 

Associate, Tim Durkin 
(410) 872-1050 ext. 143 

Baptist Family and 

Children’s Services  
7175 Columbia 

Gateway Dr., Suite F 
Columbia, MD 21046

Phone: 
(410) 872-1050    
(800) 621-8834 

Fax: 
(410) 872-1047 

E-mail: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org
Online: 

www.baptistfamily.org

Would you like to be on 
our e-mail list? 

Send a message to: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org

This month, Baptist Family 
persents two articles focusing 
on how to teach your children 
to avoid drugs. Federal studies 
show that, after a general decline 
in the 1990s, drug use among 
the nation’s youth is on the rise 
again. Now is the time to learn 
how to keep your kids drug-
free, or to help your child kick a 
developing drug habit.

This article explains why 
kids use drugs and how these 
deadly habits begin. Below, Amy 
Patrick explains how parents can 
drug-proof their kids.

Bob Gerstmyer

By Amy Patrick

In learning how to keep 
your kids safe and drug-
free, the first step must 

be to understand the reasons 
why kids, especially teenagers, 
take drugs. The decision to 
use drugs is usually based 
on emotional, intellectual, 
physical, social and 
environmental factors.

Emotionally, teenagers are 
in a difficult period in their 
lives and drugs may offer the 
illusion of an escape from 
teenage angst. Teens may see 
drugs as a way to assert their 
independence or increase their 
self esteem.

Intellectual reasons for 
drug use include children’s 
general curiosity and the 
false promise offered by some 
drugs (like LSD and other 

hallucenogens) that the drugs 
will help the user get to know 
themselves better or see the 
world in a different way.

Some drug 
use is physically 
motivated: teens 
may take drugs 
to attempt to 
feel relaxed or 
increase energy. 
The dangers 
of using drugs 
as an energy 
supplement or 
performance 
enhancer has 
been sadly 
played out 
in public by 
our athletes. 
A number 
of baseball 
and football 
players have 
died recently 
while using 
even legal drug 
supplements. 
Using illegal 
drugs to 
effect physical 
performance 
is even more 
dangerous.

Probably the most talked-
about reason why teenagers 
begin drug use are social 
reasons. Americans as a 
society have studied peer 
pressure. It is true that some 
kids will take drugs to gain 
the respect of friends or to fit 

in with a group. But some kids 
will take drugs to overcome 
shyness, aid in communication 
or to escape lonliness.

This is to say that, while 
the pressure to “fit in” is a 
major social reason why teens 
begin drug use, there are 
many other social motivations 
for drug use. Lonliness and 
communication problems are 
often overlooked, but should 
be considered as you work to 
keep your kids drug-free.

Environmental reasons 
for drug use include a popular 
acceptance of alcohol and 
drug use in our culture. It 

is hard to remind 
anyone, but 
teenagers especially, 
of the lesson Jesus 
imparts in John 15:
19, “If you belonged 
to the world, it would 
love you as its own. As 
it is, you do not belong 
to the world, but I have 
chosen you out of the 
world.” Our culture, 
our world, may 
accept drug use, but 
Christ calls us away 
from this world.

An additional 
environmental factor 
is the attitude of 
parents toward drug 
use. This means all 
drug use, including 
alcohol and tobacco.  
Kids learn from their 
parents, even into 
their rebellious teen 
years. Parents who 
set the right example 
for their children 
have a much better 

chance of keeping their kids 
drug free.

A good understanding of 
why kids begin using drugs 
is a great first step in “drug-
proofing” your child. Please 
read “How to Reduce the 
Risk,” below, to learn how to 
apply this knowledge.

By Amy Patrick

The most effective way 
to keep your kids away 
from drugs is to build 

with them a faithful, drug-
resistant identity.

Parents must create in 
their homes an atmosphere 
of love and limits. Giving 
children strong and loving 
guidance about the risks and 
dangers involved with drug 

use will help put them on the 
right track.

Children learn what they 
live. The choices that you make 
and the actions that you take 
as a parent will teach a child 
more effectively than any 
speech. Children will do to 
excess what parents allow in 
moderation. The example that 
you set for your children has a 
vast and magnified influence 
on the life of your child. 

So drug prevention starts 
with you. Examine your own 
attitudes toward drugs and 
keep in mind that law-abiding 
Americans are exposed to 
all kinds of drugs on a daily 
basis: stimulants like caffeine 
and nicotine, depressants 
like alcohol. Think about 
the kinds of uses you have 
for prescribed and over-the-
counter medications. A full 
and frank self-evaluation of 

your own attitudes concerning 
drugs should be the starting 
point for any discussion you 
have with your children. 
Children form conscious and 
lasting impressions of how 
to act based on their parents’ 
everyday, automatic activities.

An examination of 
the home environment is 
especially important in cases 
of alcoholism within the 
family. New research supports 
the idea that alcoholism is a 
genetic disease, handed down 
within families. Children of 
families where any member is 
or has been addicted to alcohol 
should be warned of their 
disposition and every attempt 
should be made at making 
their home completely drug-
free.

A powerful way of 
helping kids avoid drugs is to 
help them develop a strong 
sense of faith and a personal 
relationship with God. Instill 
in them a respect for the 
body and mind that God has 
given them. Help them to 
understand that family is a 
gift, too and that drug use 
threatens that gift as well. 
Encourage your children 
to pursue church-related 
activities that build a strong 
and healthy faith.

By relying on the power of 
God’s family, and by modeling 
your own respect for His gifts 
in your life, you can help create 
a drug-proof environment in 
your home that will help your 
children become resistant to 
the lures of drugs.

How to reduce the risk: learning to keep kids 

healthy and drug-free

Special 

focus!

The following 
is a non-exhaustive 
list of signs and 
characteristics that 
may help you identify 
a drug problem in 

your child. We have broken this list 
down into signs of beginning drug use 
escalating to signs of more advanced 
addiction. This information is important; 
please share it with your friends who 
have kids.

Early signs of drug use

• Hard to detect
• Most often, use occurs on weekends
• Parents may notice alcohol or 

tobacco on the breath of involved 
kids

More regular use

• Child is out all night or all weekend

• Unexplained absences at school
• Decreased and unexplained 

withdrawal from non-drug-using 
friends

• Disappearance of money or other 
valuables

Beginning of addiction

• Intoxication is a daily event
• Increasing social isolation
• Escalation of familial conflicts
• Total loss of parental control
• Arrest for possession/sale of illegal 

substances

Advanced addiction

• Constant state of intoxication
• Blackouts increase in frequency
• Physical appearance deteriorates
• Suicidal threats 

Signs of Drug Involvement



TEACHING POSITIONS 
—Woodbrook Early Education 
Center, NAEYC-accredited 
preschool at Woodbrook Baptist 
Church in Towson, has f/t and 
p/t teaching positions available.  
90-hour certifi cated required, 
BS/BA preferred. Call (410) 
377-8918 or fax resume to (410) 
377-2351.

MINISTER TO YOUTH 
—Immanuel Baptist Church 
in Salisbury, Md., seeks a part-
time Minister to Youth. For 
more information, please call 
the church offi ce at (410) 742-
7768 or submit your resume to 
Immanuel Baptist Church, 1514 
Old Ocean City Road, Salisbury, 

MD 21804, or FAX to (410) 742-
3847.

MINISTER OF DISCIPLESHIP 
— Creative church of 400+ 
in northern Virginia seeking 
equally creative, seminary 
trained, full-time ministry 
team member to provide 
primary leadership in creation, 
implementation and ongoing 
development of an intentional 
discipleship ministry. Church 
information and job description 
available on our website: 
www.southview.org.
Mail, fax or email cover letter 
and resume to: Personnel 
Committee, Southview Baptist 
Church, 2620 Reston Parkway, 
Herndon, VA 20171-2559, 
Fax: (703) 860-8813, Email: 
percom@southview.org.

DEDICATED CHRISTIAN 
TEACHER NEEDED—Faith 
Baptist Christian School, a 
ministry of Faith Baptist Church 
of Laurel, Md., is presently 
seeking a sixth grade teacher. 
Interested individuals should 
contact the school offi ce at 
(301) 497-4490 or School Board 
Chairman Jane Crowell at (301) 
776-3299 for more details.

WORSHIP AND CHOIR 
ACCOMPANIST — Mt. Airy 
Baptist Church is seeking a 
keyboardist to assist leading our 
congregation in traditional and 
contemporary music. For more 
information concerning this 
paid position, please contact the 
church offi ce at (301) 829-2185 or 
send resume to Mt. Airy Baptist 
Church, Attention: Rev. Keith 

Vincent, P.O. Box 447, Mt. Airy, 
MD 21771.

FREE HYMNALS — Available 
to any church/org.: 1975(c) 
hymnals - 58 white, 169 
burgundy and 94 blue; and 
1956(c) hymnals - 33 burgundy. 
Please call (800) 466-5290 ext. 245 
if interested.

BELLSOLOS.COM—Visit this 
website to learn more about the 
solo handbell ministry of Lin 
Wallberg. He is available for 
weddings, concerts, worship 
services or clinics. Add the 
special touch of handbells to 
your next musical occasion. 
Contact: Lin Wallberg Phone: 
(301) 586-0317 E-mail: 
lin@bellsolos.com.

RETREAT TO THE OCEAN 
—The Baptist Retreat Center 
in Ocean City is available for 
Fall – Spring Retreats. We can 
accommodate groups as large 
as 65. For more info. Call (410) 
289-6573 or check http://
www.OCBaptist.org.

Classifieds

Join us watch 
the Baltimore Orioles 

beat the Toronto Blue Jays. 
It’s a fireworks night!

Friday Night, September 19
Tickets are only $8! 

Reserve your spot today!             
(800) 466-5290  ext. 232

Registration deadline 
is September 5th.

BCM/D Men’s Ministries invites you to   
a night at the ballpark

Individuals • Couples • Families • Adolescents In Partnership with local Baptist 
churches and associations

(410) 882-1988, (800) 491-5369
www.centrepointecounseling.org

CentrePointe counseling centers 
are located throughout Maryland in 

Lutherville, Middle River, Catonsville, 
Parkville, Glen Burnie, Waldorf, Dunkirk, 

Mechanicsville, Lanham, Rockville, 
Frederick, Columbia and Westminster.

(410) 882–1988 in the Baltimore area
(301) 662–7886 in the Frederick area

(410) 848–2535 in the Westminster area

Form
erly 

The M
usic and 

W
orship Institute

The Acts2Centre:
for Ministry Equipping

Music/Worship 
Module

Improve your musicianship...
take only one course OR sign up for our Diploma Program!

2003 Fall Courses
     September 2, 9, 16, 23 Music Notation
     September 2, 9, 16, 23 Biblical Theology for Worship
     October 7, 14, 21, 28 Sight Singing I
     October 18* Autumn Sing (see ad on left)
     November 4, 11, 18, 25 Sight Singing II
     November 18, 25 Planning/Leading a Rehearsal

*Autumn Sing is on a Saturday and meets at Tri-County Church
All other classes meet at the Baptist Center in Columbia, MD, on 
Tuesday nights from 7:00–9:30 P.M.

Costs:  $50 per four night course
 $25 per two night course
Registration deadlines: two weeks before course begins

Call (800) 466–5290 x245 for more information

What are the doctrinal differences between Islam and Christianity?  
What is Jihad?  How can you build relational bridges with Muslims?  
How can you pray for the Muslim community?  

Discover the answer to these questions with Aslam Masih 
on September 13, 2003, at the Baptist Center in Columbia. 
The conference begins at 10:00 A.M. and concludes at 3:00 P.M. 
The cost is just $5.00 per person and includes all materials and 
lunch. To register please call (800) 466–5290, ext. 224 or e-mail, 
cbatson@bcmd.org. by September 8th. Detailed information 
regarding this timely conference will be sent to all BCM/D churches. 

Saturday, 9:30–2:00 P.M. 

October 18, 2003 
at Tri County Church, 
Damascus, MD

Music for Adults, Youth, Children, Praise and Worship, 
Christmas, Easter and seasonal music! Music from Genevox, 
Dovetail Music, Made for Praise and Church Street Music!

featuring
Robert Wagoner, Lifeway Christian Resources and
Dr. Max Lyall, Accompanist

Cost: $15
Call Cindy Harper at (800) 466–5290 ext. 0 to register

Registration deadline: September 30, 2003

Autumn Sing!

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX 

YOUR AD – Deadlines 

is the second Friday of 

each month for the 

following month’s issue. 

Classified advertising 

is 75 cents per word 

($18.00 minimum) for 

BCM/D churches and 

church members; 85 

cents per word ($20.00 

minimum) for non-

profit organizations; 

and 95 cents per word 

($25.00 minimum) 

for commercial 

organizations. Word 

count does not include 

words with two letters 

or less. Spot color 

is available for an 

additional $10 per ad. 

Contact us for display ad 

pricing. 

To Place and Ad
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