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By James Dotson

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. 
(BP)—Tom Schlauch had no 
idea how he was going to deal 
with the massive oak tree in 
his yard that Hurricane Isabel 
brought to the ground Sept. 
18. A volunteer had come by 
earlier that day and helped for 
about two hours, but it wasn’t 
until a large team of Southern 
Baptist volunteers from Clarks-
ville, Tenn., showed up that the 
tree quickly became a pile of 
logs and brush.

“As sure as there are an-
gels walking on this earth, 
there’s a devil in hell and 
there’s a God in heaven,” said 
Schlauch. “And I spent the day 
working with a bunch of an-
gels that He sent to me.”

Those “angels” were 
among hundreds of volunteers 
deployed over the weekend 
in North Carolina, Virginia, 
Washington D.C. and Mary-
land — already the largest re-
sponse in the history of South-
ern Baptist Disaster Relief, 
according to Mickey Caison, 
adult volunteer mobilization 
manager for the North Ameri-
can Mission Board.

As of midday Sept. 22, 
Southern Baptists had de-
ployed 74 units or volunteer 
teams from 19 states — includ-
ing 20 mobile kitchens, 40 
chainsaw-wielding cleanup 
and recovery units, 13 trailer-
mounted shower units, three 
communications units and one 

laundry unit. Additional units 
are on standby status.

“During 9/11 (the response 
to the terrorist attacks in New 
York and Washington, D.C.) 
we probably used more state 
conventions and resources, 
but it was over a nine-month 
period,” Caison said. “We have 
as much involved with the fi rst 
three days of this as with all of 
9/11.”

While the loss of life 
and property damage were 
not as great as several previ-
ous storms, Caison said the 
response is large because of 
the size of the storm and the 
densely populated areas af-
fected.

He estimated 50,000 meals 
had been prepared as of Sspt. 
21. But with many more units 
being deployed early this week 
and production of existing 
units growing, that number 
was expected to increase rap-
idly. 

In Maryland, both BCM/D 
kitchen units are serving in 
support of the American Red 
Cross at the Middle River 
Church in Middle River, Md. 
A Mississippi team has been 
activated and was traveling 
Sept. 22 to assist the units with 
volunteers. Units from other 
states have been activated for 
Chestertown, Huntingtown, 
Waldorf and Salisbury.

GMB prepares for BCM/D annual meeting
By Sharon Mager, 
Bob Simpson and

 Iris White

COLUMBIA, MD.—The 
General Mission Board met 
on Sept. 9, 2003, at the Baptist 
Center. The highlights includ-
ed (1) John Faris reported “near 
miracle” fi nancial news, (2) 
David Lee shared employment 
changes, (3) board members 
approved administrative com-
mittee recommendations and 
(4) board members struggled 
amiably to agree on a fi nal ver-
sion of an operating document 
and guidelines for credential-
ing churches that petition for 
affi liation with the convention.

For August, BCM/D 
showed an increase of 14% in 
Cooperative Program giving 
over the same month last year. 
CP giving to date is less than 
1% behind last year. Lee said 
that in light of the struggles 
in other SBC entities and state 
conventions “this borders on a 
miracle.”

Lee spoke of some adjust-
ments in hiring staff. He said 
there are core values in hiring 
considerations at BCM/D. First 
is following the Holy Spirit, 
second is fl exibility, third is di-

versity and fourth is planning 
for the future.

“We are looking for en-
velope pushers – those who 
aren’t afraid to try something 
new and different. In this day 
and time we live in…we’ve got 
to push the envelope – to make 
it happen. We need mavericks, 
but not renegades. We go after 
the best available.”

Lee highlighted several 
changes: 

James Dixon, pastor of El 
Bethel Church, Fort Washing-
ton, has an added assignment 
of working as a part time con-
sultant with churches wanting 
program-based discipleship 
strategies. This is in addition 
to his responsibilities as a con-
sultant for African American 
church development.

Tim Lavert, Crossroads 
Church, Odenton, will begin to 
work as a part time consultant 
with churches using a small 
group model of discipleship.

A church planting associ-
ate for David Jackson is cur-
rently in the North American 
Mission Board approval pro-
cess. It is anticipated that he 
will be approved by mid-Oc-
tober. He will begin part-time 
toward the end of the year and 

be full-time effective January 
1, 2004.

The women’s ministry 
responsibility was transferred 
from Aquilla Smith who will 
take on additional responsibil-
ity of encouraging church sec-
retaries along with her other 
assignments.

Melody Knox will begin 
leading women’s ministry 
on a part-time contractual 
basis. Knox has been leading 
women’s ministry at Colonial 
Church, Reisterstown. She will 

continue to work as ministry 
assistant to Sherry Lee and 
with the history committee. 

Jennifer Copley will work 
with database and the annual 
church profi le (ACP) manage-
ment under the supervision of 
Carol Moore.

Lee said a search is on to 
contract with specialists to 
lead African American church 
planting and Hispanic church 
development.

continued on page nine

continued on page eleven

Hurricane Isabel prompts record 
deployment of SBC Disaster Relief

Disaster Relief volunteers from Maryland and Mississippi prepare 

over 2,000 spaghetti meals to be delivered by the American Red 

Cross to those without power and victims of flood damage.

Doris Burch, chairperson of the administrative committee, 

receives recognition for her service on the General Mission Board.

BCM/D Annual 

Meeting details

on pages 6–7
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Enjoying our “dash” without losing perspective

Some sarcastic wit once 
said, “Cheer up things 
could be worse. So I 

cheered up, and sure enough, 
they got worse!” We laugh, but 
it’s all about perspective. I am 
learning to keep my perspec-
tive positive. I say “learning” 
because it requires daily atten-
tion and a great deal of disci-
pline.

When things don’t go ac-
cording to your plans, it’s so 
tempting to feel sorry for your-
self. Don’t! Lots of folks would 
love to trade places with you. 
Before you go into depression, 
try reading the obituaries and 
look for all the folks younger 
than you who died yesterday. 
Or visit the oncology fl oor of 

your local hospital. Or observe 
how the implementation of 
peace is going for the average 
person in Iraq. Chances are you 
will come away grateful for the 
specifi c circumstances where 
God has placed you. It all 
comes with having the proper 
perspective.

Perspective is also impor-
tant as it relates to our accept-
ing either blame or credit. You 
might be tempted today to take 
either too much blame or too 
much credit. Stop! It may not 
be your best day, but it is prob-
ably not your worst one either. 
Perspective allows us to discern 
that all of our days, whether 
good or bad in our eyes, can be 
opportunities for us to refl ect 

God’s purposes for our life.
Have you heard what a 

person’s “dash” is? It’s the little 
line between the birth date and 
death date on a grave marker: 
“John J. Doe (1951-2003).” That 
little line, the dash, stands for 
everything John Doe ever ac-
complished. It includes all the 
upsides and the downsides of 
his life. An anonymous poet 
wrote:

 “For it matters not how  
much we own:
The cars…the house…the cash,
What matters is how we live and 
love
And how we spend our dash.”

As you spend your “dash,” 
how are you doing in the area 
of perspective? It is pivotal that 

you keep it upgraded, updated 
and positive. The Apostle Paul 
clearly understood the impor-
tance of maintaining a positive 
perspective. In 2 Corinthians 4, 
Paul says, “We are pressed on ev-
ery side by troubles, but we are not 
crushed and broken. We are per-
plexed, but we don’t give up and 
quit. We get knocked down, but we 
get up again and keep going. For 
our present troubles are quite small 
and won’t last very long. Yet they 
produce for us an immeasurable 
great glory that will last forever. 
For the troubles we see will soon be 
over, but the joys to come will last 
forever!” (NLT)
     So don’t despair. Cultivate a 
positive perspective. And enjoy 
the dash! 

Let’s measure by story, not “nickels and noses”

Baptists historically have 
been “nickels and noses” 
people. In other words, 

we have measured progress 
and success in church work by 
how many people attended, 
how many baptisms were re-
corded, how much money was 
given, etc. Thus, the church 
with the most people, and/or 
the most baptisms, and/or the 
most money, was viewed by 
most people as being the most 

successful. That seems logical 
and easy, but is it the best way 
to measure kingdom success? 

That question has been the 
subject of considerable discus-
sion in our building recently. 
One of our tasks is to assist in 
developing “healthy congrega-
tions.” How do you measure 
that? Some members of our 
staff use specifi c indicators. 
Healthy churches are char-
acterized by new believers, 
new groups of people being 
formed, new leaders being 

developed and new churches 
being parented. You can put 
your arms around that.

Yet, the other major task 
assigned to us is assisting 
in increasing the number of 
“fully devoted followers of 
Christ.” Now that is a mea-
surement of a different color! 
Can you quantify a fully 
devoted follower of Christ? 
What does one look like? Does 
anyone have a picture to go 
by? What are the criteria? The 
Bible clearly paints Jesus as 
the model. The ultimate goal 
is to be like Him. But, how do 
you measure progress along 
that journey?

We may have arrived at a 
solution. What if we develop a 
new system that we call “mea-
surement by story?” In other 
words, you collect and analyze 
stories. The healthy church 
has multiple stories like Mary, 
who six months ago was wan-
dering without hope, but now 

has meaning and purpose in 
Christ. Only last year the Jone-
ses were talking divorce and 
now they have found a new 
love for one another in their 
new love for Christ. The con-
gregation recently set free ten 
of their most faithful people 
to form the core group for a 
new church plant on the other 
side of town where there is 
little evangelical witness. Two 
young people within the past 
year have surrendered their 
lives to full-time Christian ser-
vice. That sounds like a pretty 
healthy church to me!

Bill is making signifi cant 
progress in becoming a fully 
devoted follower of Christ. 
We know that because he has 
asked John to mentor him in 
how to be a better student 
of God’s Word. We know 
that because Bill’s wife com-
ments frequently about how 
he has become an effective 
spiritual leader in their fam-

ily. We know that because Bill 
recently led his co-worker to 
faith in Jesus Christ. It sounds 
like Bill is growing in Christ, 
doesn’t it?

I admit the system needs 
some fi ne-tuning. Okay, it 
needs some more work before 
it could be put in place. But, 
I believe we are on to some-
thing. After all, the Bible is a 
book of true stories about peo-
ple and nations whose lives 
were dramatically changed 
when they encountered God. 
Jesus, Himself, was the master 
story-teller.

Give it a try. What stories 
are you hearing around your 
church? What do these stories 
tell you about the health of 
your church? What stories do 
you have to tell about your 
own personal progress toward 
becoming a fully devoted fol-
lower of Jesus Christ? 

Measurement by story—I 

like the sound of that!

Has your heart been “strangely warmed” lately?

Several hours after the 
news of our Lord’s resur-
rection was circulating 

among His friends and fol-
lowers, Luke says that “two 
of them” were walking from 
Jerusalem to Emmaus. As they 
walked the seven miles, they 
were talking to each other 
about everything that had just 
happened. 

The previous seventy-two 
hours had literally changed 
the world! God’s Son, the Mes-
siah, had been arrested, tried, 
executed and raised from the 
dead. The two disciples on the 
road had more than enough to 
discuss. Little did they know, 
Jesus would join them on their 

journey. As He walked up be-
side them He jumped into the 
conversation. At their invita-
tion, Jesus stayed for dinner. 
When He shared the broken 
bread with His two friends, 
their eyes were opened. They 
recognized Him. His very 
simple actions reminded them 
of their dinner with the Master 
three nights earlier.

As the Lord disappeared 
from their sight, they asked 
each other, “Were not our hearts 
burning within us while he talked 
to us on the road and opened the 
scriptures to us (Luke 24:32) ?”  
One translation says, “were not 
our hearts strangely warmed?”  

Our annual meeting in 

Ocean City, Nov. 10-11, has 
the potential to be an “Em-
maus experience” for us as we 
gather to worship and conduct 
the business of our conven-
tion. Something warm and 
strong can happen within us 
if we will be aware that we 
are spending time with Christ 
Himself! The reason there was 
spiritual heartburn in Luke 24 
was because the two disciples 
spent time with Jesus. The 
risen Lord’s presence is able to 
warm our hearts at the beach!

In July and August I 
performed several wedding 
ceremonies. In every case, my 
favorite moment was when the 
bride fi nished her walk down 

the aisle, took her place beside 
her groom, and he looked into 
her eyes for the fi rst time that 
day. Love was in the air, in 
their eyes and in their hearts! 
It occurs to me that the Lord 
of Luke 24 wants to enjoy an 
even stronger affection and 
love with His bride, the church 
– you and me!

Sometime close to 5:30 pm 
on Nov. 11, as we head for our 
cars in the parking lot, I hope 
and pray that we will be say-
ing to each other, “were not 
our hearts burning with us? 
Were not our hearts strangely 
warmed?” I am looking for-
ward to our two day journey 
with His Spirit! 
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Arundel Association 

Youth from Faith Church, 
Glen Burnie, are beginning 
practice of a musical called 
“Word on the Street.” The 
church will begin its Upwards 
Basketball Program with eval-
uations on Oct. 20. Volleyball 
is in full swing on Thursday 
nights.  

College Parkway Church, 
Arnold, hosted the annual 
Arundel Association meeting 
on Oct. 6.

Severn Church hosted a 
women’s brunch last month 
with special music, food and 
fellowship. 

North Arundel Church, 
Glen Burnie, has a reader’s fel-
lowship. They read Corrie ten 
Boom’s book, The Hiding Place 
in September and they’re read-
ing When He Doesn’t Believe by 
Nancy Kennedy this month. 

Soloist Lewis Redd sang 
at Kent Island Church last 
month as part of a homecom-
ing celebration. 

Baltimore Association

Chestnut Ridge Church, 
Lutherville, had a shrimp 
feast last month. On Oct. 24, 
they’ll have a Harvest Fair. 

First Church, Dundalk, 
offers listening devices for the 
hearing impaired during their 
Sunday services. The church 
had a tent revival last month. 
John Manry, North Harford 
Church, was the guest speaker. 

Middle River Church, 
Baltimore, had a gigantic 
block party on Oct. 4. They 
had music, puppets, face paint-
ing, clowns, games, a dunking 
booth, mood bounce and slide.

A representative from 
“Jews for Jesus” was the 
guest speaker at North Point 
Church, Dundalk, to share the 
signifi cance of the Jewish Feast 
of Tabernacles. 

Peninsula Church, Balti-
more, is busy working on its 
Christmas cantata, “Home for 
the Holidays.”

Woodbrook Church, Bal-
timore, has a “sit & stitch” fel-
lowship. Women get together 
to sew or work on crafts and 
enjoy time to chat.

Valley Church, Luther-
ville, is preparing to celebrate 
its 50th anniversary on Nov. 
15th and 16th. All friends and 
former members of VBC are in-
vited to participate. Festivities 
will begin on Saturday eve-
ning at 6 p.m. with a banquet 
in the fellowship hall. 

The program will feature 
a musical and video journey 
through the decades of min-
istry at Valley. If you would 
like to submit photos or other 
memorabilia of Valley’s his-
tory, mark them clearly and 
send to the church offi ce at 
1401 York Road, Lutherville, 
MD 21093. Items will be 
scanned and returned as soon 
as possible.

A special Sunday service 
will be held at 10:30 a.m. fo-
cusing on the theme “Remain 
in Me.” Childcare is available. 
If you plan to attend the ban-
quet, please contact the church 
offi ce at (410) 321-6257 or email 
valleybc@bcpl.net.

First Church, Brooklyn, 
held a Vacation Bible School 
in July with the theme “The 
Great Mystery Caper” for chil-
dren ages 4-15, culminating in 
a musical and puppet show. 
Later in the month the youth 
went on a retreat to the East-
ern Shore of Maryland.

In August, the chil-
dren’s ministry compiled 
over 100 backpacks fi lled with 
school supplies, which were 
distributed to the children of 
the community.

In September, the church 
had a Back-to-School night. 
Kirk Ritchey, from the Annapo-
lis Student Center, shared his 
experiences as the coordina-
tor of the campus ministries 
at Anne Arundel Community 
College, St. John’s College and 
the Naval Academy.

New Day Church, Perry 
Hall, will be participating in 
the “40 Days of Purpose” event 
beginning on Sunday, Oct. 12. 
Over 10,000 invitations were 
mailed to families in the area. 
For more information about 
“40 Days of Purpose” please 
visit www.newdaychurch.net 
or contact the church offi ce at 
(410) 931-8385.

Recently, members of New 
Day Church’s worship dance 
ministry, “FaithStep,” led 
members in worship during 
the Sunday celebration service. 
Church member Julie Helsel 
had the inspiration for starting 
the ministry after attending the 
Feast of Tabernacles celebration 
at White Marsh Church last 
fall. 

Blue Ridge Association
 
First Church, Hagerstown, 

will have revival services Oct. 
6 to 10.  

Faith Church, Knoxville, 
will host a fi shing adventure on 
Nov. 17, featuring chumming 
for rockfi sh and croakers. The 
trip begins near the Point Look-
out area of the Chesapeake Bay.  

The church ministered dur-
ing the local community festi-
val Brunswick Railroad Days 
Oct. 4-5. Members will host the 
annual family fall festival on 
Nov. 1. 

Paramount Church, Hag-
erstown, celebrated Grandpar-
ents Day on Oct. 5 with break-
fast, a grandparent’s choir and 
special music.

The church will have a 
campfi re vesper service and 
cakewalk on Oct. 12. They’ll 
host a fall harvest party on Oct. 
17. On Nov. 7 church members 
will head to Hershey, Pa., for a 
Gaither Homecoming Concert. 
A representative from Jews 
for Jesus will speak about the 
Feasts of Israel on Nov. 9.

The music group “The 
Jacobs Brothers” will sing for 
the church’s annual praise and 
Thanksgiving service on Nov. 
26.  

Delaware Association

Bethany Church, Wilm-
ington, had its annual block 
party last month.

Bethany renewed its part-
nership with First Church, 
Clinton, Mississippi for another 
three years.  

Eastern Association

EBA had a men’s ministry 
retreat Oct. 3 and 4 with food 
and fellowship at Camp Occo-
hannock-On-the-Bay. 

Dow Wood, pastor of First 
Church, Fruitland, was named 
Citizen of the year by Fruit-
land’s Chamber of Commerce. 
Wood was recognized for the 
ministries he and the church 
provided to those in need. 

The church serves over 
500 Thanksgiving dinners 
each year. They also have a 
food bank which serves about 

40 pounds of food to 45 to 50 
families each week and they of-
fer free lunches every Monday. 
Church members are also very 
active in disaster relief.

Members of Lynnhaven 
Church, Pocomoke City, 
served dinner to internationals 
in Ocean City in June and Au-
gust. They had an opportunity 
to meet students from Russia, 
Romania, Poland, Lithuania 
and other countries.

Redland Church, Rock-
ville, had its annual youth 
“slack attack” retreat last 
month. Youth director Steve 
Holt had the 35 kids break into 
teams of about 7 to 10 each. 
After a kick-off worship ser-
vice each team was assigned a 

church member’s home where 
they spent the night, had Bible 
study, food and lots of fun. On 
Saturday morning they met 
and had lunch with a closing 
ceremony that evening. Holt 
said he hopes to partner with 
other churches for next year’s 
“attack.”

The quartet “New Cre-
ation” from Roanoke Bible 
College presented a concert at 
Spence Church, Snow Hill,
last month.  

Mid-Maryland Associati

The senior’s group, Prime 
Timers, of Bethel Church, 
Ellicott City, will participate 
in Samaritan’s Purse shoebox 
ministry this year, collecting 
small gifts, school supplies and 
other items for children who 
have suffered because of war, 
natural disaster, poverty, illness 
or neglect.  

Port Ministry director Brian 
Birner was the guest speaker at 
Bethel’s Prime Timers meeting 
in September. Seniors gathered 
Christian videos, magazines 
and books, general interest 
magazines, hygiene items, 
hats, scarves, socks, snacks and 
cookies for Birner to give out 
when ministering to sea men. 

Mason Dixon Church, 
New Freedon, Pa., started a 
First Place healthy living pro-
gram and a low impact aerobics 
class. 

Northwest Church, Reis-
terstown, will have a fall play 
called “Uncle Phil’s Diner,” 
which takes place in an inter-
active dinner theater setting. 
The play is set in the 50’s and 
includes an oldies rock and roll 
band. It will be performed on 
Nov. 14 and 16 at the church.  

Montgomery Association

Burtonsville Church is 
planning a Halloween alterna-
tive event offering safe fun for 
children.  

Members of Colesville 
Church, Silver Spring, had a 
pot luck dinner after the morn-
ing worship service recently. 
Afterwards they enjoyed a pre-
sentation about “Christmas in 
Colesville” and other upcom-
ing holiday activities.

Georgia Avenue Church, 
Wheaton, had its annual chili 
supper to kick off the new 
church year. Youth from Geor-
gia Avenue are working on 
crafts they’ll donate to local 
nursing homes and to shut-ins.

Olney Church member 
and pastor’s wife, Beth Clifton, 
taught Parenting Power classes 
at the church last month. The 
classes are geared towards 
providing tools and options 

parents might not have thought 
of to deal with parenting chal-
lenges. 

Viers Mill Church, Silver 
Spring, kicked off its Sunday 
school promotion Sunday with 
a continental breakfast.

A seven member team 
from First Church, Rockville, 
traveled to Puerto Escondido, 
Mexico, in July to conduct 
training for church leaders, 
Bible teachers and supported 
missionaries of the Iglesia Bau-
tista “Dois Es Amor” church. 
Training included lessons in 
leadership, teaching perspec-
tives and parent/family life 
issues. During the six days 
of training, approximately 25 
teachers and missionaries at-
tended the daytime teaching 
sessions and an average of 150 
attended the parent/family 
conferences each night. Several 
team members worked with 
the church’s youth group each 
night which included children 
ages 10 through young single 
adults about age 30.

The team hosted a Satur-
day breakfast for community 
professional and business lead-
ers where they heard about the 
biblical perspective of work.

The premiere event was a 
Sunday night Family Celebra-
tion based on “Building Strong 
Families.” 

Families worked together to 
determine goals, purposes and 
individual actions to support 
the family. Approximately 250 
people attended this session.  

Plans are being made to 
return next year and reach the 
mission communities supported 
by this church.

Potomac Association

Christian Family Church, 
La Plata, hosted a training 
workshop for ESL classes last 
month. 

continued on page eight
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Members of FaithStep, a worship dance ministry at New Day 

Church, have commented how their preparation has deepened 

their appreciation and understanding of worship. 

Potomac



BL • October 2003 • 4

By Aaron Pankey

You know, when Micah 
no longer needs diapers, 
it means he is making 

room for another brother or 
sister.”

That was the unsolicited 
encouragement I received from 
my mother and grandmother 
as they employed their milita-
ristic, strong-armed tactics (as 
mothers “gently” do) to give 
me the not-so-subtle hint . . . 
they were ready for my wife 
and me to have another child.
Whether or not we were “pre-
pared” was irrelevant. To them 
our readiness was indicated in 
the fact that Micah was no lon-
ger in diapers. 

A few years after this 
conversation, but just over 24 
hours after my beautiful wife 
has now given birth to our pre-
cious daughter, I was ready to 
make the following admission 
– my mother and grandmother 
had been right! There truly 
are indicators that “a tribe” is 
ready to expand.

How does this sound 
for an indicator?  Our entire 
church had been anxiously 
anticipating a huge weekend 
of ministry to the Laurel, Md., 
community surrounding our 
church. It was a weekend that 
was supposed to culminate 
with my sermon and a block 

party immediately after the 
service ended. Instead, my wife 
and I spent the weekend in the 
hospital as our daughter, born 
Sunday morning at 11:02 am, 
burst onto the scene right in the 
middle of the festivities. 

Can you believe it? The 
church that we had labored so 
hard to plant two and a half 
years ago passed a huge test 
this weekend. They carried on 
the work of 
the minis-
try without 
the pastor 
and “fi rst 
lady” being 
there – and 
they did 
it without 
any hesita-
tion.

While 
we were 
in the hos-
pital, Sam 
Hodges, our associate pastor, 
preached his heart out; our 
praise team sang their hearts 
out; and others made sure that 
all of the behind the scene de-
tails were executed, enabling 
our church family to reach out 
and make meaningful contact 
with the many visitors who 
attended our service and the 
block party afterward. 

From all the reports we re-
ceived, Friends and Family Day 

was a blast. The sermon was 
fantastic. Over 300 people were 
at church. A number of deci-
sions were made for Christ. The 
picnic and carnival were a huge 
success and it all happened 
without my wife and me being 
present. 

When I go back to church 
this weekend, I expect our 
church family will give me a 
hard time about “the pastor” 

not be-
ing there 
this past 
Sunday. 
However, 
once we are 
all together 
again it 
should be 
very evident 
to everyone 
that our 
church fam-
ily has been 
equipped to 

perform the works of the minis-
try, as it should.

Church planting has simul-
taneously been the riskiest and 
most rewarding experience of 
our Christian journey. We have 
seen hundreds of pre-Chris-
tians become Christians, ma-
ture as Christians, and multiply 
as Christians. Right before our 
eyes, we have witnessed the 
birth of an infant church that is 
maturing and intentionally ful-

fi lling the Great Commission 
through church planting.

This weekend was a water-
shed moment for my wife and 
me. As we became better ac-
quainted with our daughter we 
became more aware of the fact 
that the indicators are present 
for Infi nity Church to expand. 
Infi nity Church is no longer “in 
diapers.” She is a strong church 
who is preparing for the birth 
of a new church. The proof is in 
the pudding. The time is now. 

The special moment oc-
curred this weekend as our 
fi ve-year old and two-year 
old sons were brought to the 
hospital by their grandparents 
and great-grandparents to be 
introduced to our beautiful 
daughter. 

There is a day in the not 
too distant future that this 
scene will be repeated . . .Lord 
willing, Infi nity Church will 
proudly arrive to celebrate 
the birth of her own daughter 
church . . . and not too long 
afterward will give the same 
unsolicited encouragement I 
received from my own parents 
and grandparents. Better yet, 
the Great Commission will con-
tinue to be fulfi lled!

Aaron Pankey is the founding 
church planter/pastor of Infi nity 

Church, a two and a half year old 
church plant in Laurel, Md.

We’re growing up!

In her book Just Give Me 
Jesus, Anne Graham Lotz 
(Billy Graham’s daughter) 

tells the following story that 
occurred in the life of her 
mother, Ruth Graham:

Years ago my mother was 
invited to a very prestigious din-
ner party in London, England. 
The glittering affair included 
members of the royal family as 
well as other aristocrats and lead-
ers from British society. As she 
conversed, Mother discovered that 
the distinguished-looking older 
gentleman seated beside her was 
the former head of Scotland Yard, 
Great Britain’s equivalent of the 
FBI. As he opened up under her 
genuine interest, he revealed that 
the departments under his author-
ity had included those for forgery 
and counterfeiting. When she 
surmised that he must have spent 
a lot of time studying counterfeit 
signatures, he corrected her. ‘On 
the contrary, Mrs. Graham, I 
spent all of my time studying the 
genuine thing. That way, when I 
saw a counterfeit, I could immedi-
ately detect it.’

If we expect to be able to 
detect counterfeit truths, we 
must spend our time examin-
ing the real thing. Worship is 
one of those areas where we 
see so much that passes for 
worship. Unfortunately, so lit-
tle authentic worship is occur-
ring. We must keep focused on 
the real thing. Jesus said that 
we must worship “…in spirit 
and in truth.”

The hard part is in deter-
mining what is truth as it per-
tains to worship. It has become 
a moving target. Worship has 
undergone many cataclysmic 

changes in recent decades. 
There have been numerous 
shifts in worship practices 
within our churches. They in-
clude:

Styles of music. Count-
less thousands of churches 
have transitioned from robed 
choirs, organ accompaniment 
and the hymnal to praise 
choruses, keyboards and a 
small vocal team directed by 
a worship leader. The music is 
typically done in large blocks 
of time not separated by an-
nouncements, introductions, 
other agenda items, etc.

Dress styles. Church 
used to be a place where peo-
ple dressed up in their “Sun-
day best.” Now most churches 
are much more casual in na-
ture especially in the area of 
attire.

Preaching style. People 
today are looking for practical 
applications of the scripture 
to their everyday life. Because 
people are segmented demo-
graphically, it is no longer per-
missible to “shoot a shotgun 
blast” and assume that we will 
hit everybody every time. Now 
GenXers prefer stories; Baby 
Boomers respond best to logi-
cal arguments that resonated 
experientially. Builders are 
more open to the exegetical.

Worship Center design. 
Once there was a certain fa-
miliarity to sanctuary design 
that, for the most part, was 
predictable from church to 
church. Today, many thriv-
ing churches have moved to a 
multi-purpose sanctuary, com-
fortable chairs instead of pews 
and a “theater” environment.

Use of technology. In-
stead of natural sound, church-
es today are spending major 
dollars on sound systems. La-
pel microphones have replaced 
stationary ones attached to the 
pulpit. Announcements and 
the words for songs are pro-
jected up on large screens. The-
atre-style lighting has emerged 
as a staple. Even general secu-
rity issues are addressed using 
high-level technology.

Scheduling. Sunday 
morning worship is no longer 
sacrosanct. In America, wor-
ship at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday 
ties back to our rural roots 
where that particular time 
slot was ‘halfway between 
milkings.’ Currently numer-
ous churches offer services 
throughout the day on Sunday. 

Some even offer services on 
Saturdays and on weeknights.

Participation. These days, 
people desire to participate. 
They seek experiences that are 
interactive. Many churches 
provide opportunities within 
the worship service to con-
verse, pray, share, as well as 
sing.

Of course, those who lead 
worship must be crystal clear as 
to what true worship consists 
of. If the bottom line is to fa-
cilitate people to encounter the 
presence of God, it will require 
a fresh evaluation of all the 
above components of the wor-
ship experience. Churches who 
approach worship with creativ-
ity and priority will fi nd a si-
multaneous enabling of people 
to engage in real worship.

We must worship “in spirit and in truth”

Church planting has 

simultaneously been the 

riskiest and most rewarding 

experience of our Christian 

journey. We have seen 

hundreds of pre-Christians 

become Christians, mature 

as Christians, and multiply 

as Christians. 

Right before 

our eyes, we have 

witnessed the birth 

of an infant church 

that is maturing 

and intentionally 

fulfilling the Great 

Commission 

through church 

planting.

Bob Simpson

Consultant for 

Music/Worship
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By Barbara Davis
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

LANHAM, Md.—“And 
the people had a mind to work 
together” — This was the ban-
ner that the Partnership Mis-
sion Team to the Choctaw In-
dians worked under faithfully 
in July 2003. 
Partnership is 
the basis for 
mission work 
in the Prince 
George’s 
Association 
and this was 
reflected dur-
ing the July 
mission trip. 
Three church-
es from the 
association 
(Mt Calvary, 
Kettering and 
Abyssina) 
formed a mis-
sion team to 
minister to the Choctaw In-
dians in Oklahoma. The team 
consisted of eight men and 
women.

The goals of the trip were: 
to refurbish Boiling Springs 
Church, witness to the un-
saved and follow-up on deci-
sions that were made on the 
previous mission trip. July in 
Oklahoma is very hot, but this 
did not deter the members of 
the mission team from work-
ing on the church building. 

The team scraped away old 
paint, put on new paint and 
made needed repairs. They 
worked side-by-side with the 
Choctaw Indians from dawn 
to dusk in order to complete 
the tasks at hand. At bedtime, 
there was very little talk be-
cause everyone was very tired. 

One local church in Okla-
homa prepared a big lunch for 
the mission team. The rest of 
the week, lunch was prepared 
by Boiling Springs Church. Ev-
ery day lunch was a big event 
with plenty of good food and 
fellowship. Praise the Lord!

It is amazing what God 
can do when the people have a 
mind to work together. There 
was a lot of work to do in a 
short period of time and the 
team worked faithfully, along 

with the members from Boiling 
Springs Church, to accomplish 
the tasks within one week. 
Pastor Wayne Scott of Boiling 
Springs Church was ecstatic 
at how beautifully the church 
looked when the team finished. 
Although the team members la-
bored hard, there was still time 

to do home visits and outreach. 
Mid-week services were held 
at Boiling Springs where the 
team was greatly encouraged. 
A great love has developed 
between the Choctaw Indians 
and the churches of Prince 
George’s Association.  

The association previously 
sponsored a mission trip (April 
2003) to the Choctaw Indians, 
where six churches partnered 
(Mt. Calvary, Kettering, Abys-
sina, El Bethel, Clinton and 

Landover Hills). There were 
21 participants on the April 
mission trip. During that trip, 
the mission team conducted 
revivals, held Bible studies, 
witnessed to the unsaved and 
encouraged the unchurched. 

God wants us to spread the 
Gospel to all peoples. Mathew 

28:19 tells us to 
“Go therefore 
and make disci-
ples of all the na-
tions” . . . Prince 
George’s Asso-
ciation will con-
tinue to minister 
to the Choctaw 
Indians. The next 
trip is scheduled 
for the spring of 
2004. Join them 
as they carry out 
the Great Com-
mission. 

Note: The 
Choctaw Nation 

of Oklahoma consists of ten and 
one-half counties in the south-

eastern part of Oklahoma.  The 
Choctaws were the first of the five 

great southern tribes of the United 
States to be moved to Oklahoma 
by the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit 

Creek in 1830. The Choctaws ad-
justed quickly to their new home-

land. Missionaries were sent to 
Oklahoma Territory representing 
several denominations, including 
the Southern Baptists, Congrega-

tionalists and Presbyterians.

Maryland churches minister to Oklahoma Indians

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

BALTIMORE, Md.—Max 
Lyall is soft spoken and 
good humored. He has fun 
and laughs easy. One would 
never guess he is a renowned 
award-winning pianist who 
just returned from an annual 
Chinese music conference in 
San Francisco where they per-
formed Handel’s Messiah in 
Chinese. But he is. Newspapers 
and internet writers call Lyall 
“legendary,” “marvelously tal-
ented,” “everybody’s favorite.”

Lyall, part-time minister of 
music at Woodbrook Church, 
was one of two men recently 
awarded the ‘W. Hines Sims 
Award’ for lifetime church 
music ministry at the annual 
Southern Baptist Church Music 
Conference June 2 at Broad-
more Church in Shreveport, 
La. 

As a young boy grow-
ing up in a Christian home in 
Oklahoma, Lyall began picking 
out tunes on the piano easily 
and his parents, recognizing 
the budding talent, signed 
young Max up for piano les-
sons. By the time he was nine-
years old he was a pianist at 
a small Baptist mission. He 
was ten-years-old when he ac-
cepted Christ. 

Lyall laughs as he says a 
lot of his achievement came 
by trying to keep up with his 
older brother, Harold, who also 
played piano.

After earning a bachelor’s 
degree from Oklahoma Baptist 
University and a masters de-
gree from University of Okla-
homa, Lyall got his fi rst job 
with the Baptist Sunday School 

Board (now LifeWay Christian 
Resources) editing and arrang-
ing church choral music. He 
went on to receive a doctor of 
musical arts degree in piano 
from the Peabody Conserva-
tory of Music at Johns Hopkins 
University and he studied at 
Teachers College of Columbia 
University. He was a professor 
of music at Belmont College 
in Nashville, Tennessee, and 
taught church music for 25 
years at Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He also 
spent ten years as a profession-
al recording studio musician, 
playing piano and singing. 
Lyall has and still does tour 
the world playing piano. He 
has been the visiting professor 
of church music and a concert 
performer at Baptist seminar-
ies in Brazil, Argentina, Hong 
Kong and Zambia.

Lyall began ministering at 
Woodbrook fi rst in 1970 while 
working on his doctoral stud-
ies at Peabody Conservatory.  

“I came to this church as 
organist/choir master in 1970. 
John Roberts (Woodbrook’s 
former pastor) and I came at 
almost the same time.”

Thirty-one years later 
they called Lyall back and he 
was happy to return. Lyall is 
enthusiastic about his church. 
He lovingly shows the Meyer 
organ and the grand piano. He 
enjoys the church’s commit-
ment to include classical arts in 
worship. 

In addition to his part-time 
position at Woodbrook, Lyall is 
a founding member and piano 
accompanist for the “Century-
men,” an auditioned chorus 
of 100 Southern Baptist min-
isters of music from churches 

across the country that tours 
nationally and internationally 
and has released CD’s, one of 
which was nominated for a 
Grammy award. He also ac-
companies BCM/D’s “Baptist 
Singing Men of MD/DE” and 
the “BCM/D Chorale.”

“Max Lyall is a treasure,” 
said Bob Simpson, BCM/D’s 
director of communications 
and consultant for music/
worship. “I fi rst met Max 
thirty years ago when he was 
studying at Peabody and I was 
a teenager. What has always 
impressed me about Max, be-
sides his enormous talent and 
gifts, was his humility and 
sense of humor. It is such a joy 
to have him in our state con-
vention and to work with him 
whether it be in a rehearsal, a 
conference or a worship set-
ting. He always ministers to 
me personally in a highly cre-

ative and spiritually sensitive 
way.”

At Woodbrook, Lyall plays 
the piano and conducts the 
adult choir and oversees the 
children’s choir programs. He 
likes to include a variety of 
music each week.

“There is a place for many 
kinds of music,” Lyall said, 
“sacred, classical, gospel and 
popular.”

Lyall said it’s important to 
keep hymns in the minds and 
ears of young children. 

“If they only sing light 
music they miss out on a great 
deal of Baptist heritage, tradi-
tion and doctrine,” Lyall said. 

Hymns, Lyall said, engage 
the mind and intellect and 
help discipline the mind. He 
fondly remembers learning 
scripture through hymns. 

“It’s like hiding His words 
in our hearts,” he said. 

Max Lyall – a lifetime of music ministry



Celebrating Life in the Family through Partnering in the Gospel

Music and Worship Leader- Bryan Patrick • Praise Team from First Church, Laurel

1:30 Call to Order Tim Simpson
Welcome  Terry Davis
Congregational Singing
Special Music Praise Team, Greenridge Baptist Church
Theme Interpretation    Charles R. Barnes
Prayer Tim Simpson
Congregational Singing 
History Vignette 

2:20 Enrollment of Messengers  
Order of Business Committee Franklin A. Perry
Introduction of Appointed Committees Tim Simpson
Introduction of Resolutions Larry Steen
Introduction of Business 
Testimony

2:50 Congregational Singing
At Home on the Eastern Shore Bruce Revel
History Vignette 

3:15 Report of the Committee on Committees Ken Cavey
Report of the Nominating Committee John Manry

3: 25 Worship
Congregational Singing
Introduction of Speaker Marvin Simpson
Special Music Deby Stoltzfus
President’s Address Tim Simpson

4:00 Closing Prayer Rece Tucker

Monday Evening

Celebrating Life in the Family through Encouraging One Another

Music and Worship Leader- Bob Simpson • Instrumentalist- Iris White

6:00 In Concert  BCM/D Chorale
Bob Simpson, Director

6:15 Congregational Singing
Special Music Baptist Singing Women of Maryland/Delaware 

Janice Norris, Director
Theme Interpretation     Dan Sheffi eld
Prayer  Robert Anderson
Congregational Singing
Testimony

7:00 First Election of Offi cers

7:20 Partnership Reports Rick Hancock
Mission Offering
Offertory  Baptist Singing Men of Maryland/Delaware

  Glenn Roscoe, Director
Congregational Singing

7:45 BCM/D Staff Presentation

8:30 Special Music BCM/D Chorale
Bob Simpson, Director

Message David Lee 
Closing Prayer Jack Maroon

*  all information is based upon details at press time
•  Fellowship for all immediately following the Monday evening session in the Ocean Club Room!
•  Business Sessions will be conducted following Robert’s Rules of Order—Nomination speeches will be limited to three      
    (3) minutes; Messengers speaking to an issue will be held to three (3) minutes.

Tuesday Morning

Walking Together as a Multi–St

Music and Worship Leader- Tim L

8:45 Congregational Singing
 Special Music 
 Theme Interpretation  
 Prayer 
 Congregational Singing
 Testimony

9:25 Second Election of Offi cers
 Report of the General Mis
 Miscellaneous Business 
 
10:10 Congregational Singing
 Report of Christian Life an
 Report of Baptist Foundati
 Report of Baptist Family/C
 Report from Woman’s Mis

10:35 Report of Resolutions Com
 Miscellaneous Business

11:15 Special Music 
 Recognition of Visitors and
 Recognition of New Minis
 
11:30 Report of the Order of Bus
 Miscellaneous Business

12:00 Closing Prayer 

Tuesday Afternoon

Celebrating Life in the Family th

Music and Worship Leader- Marvi

1:50 Pre–Session Music 

2:00 Congregational Singing
 Special Music 
 Theme Interpretation 
 Prayer 
 Congregational Singing

2:40 International Mission Boar
 The North American Miss
 The Annuity Board of the 
 The Executive Committee 
 LifeWay Christian Resour
 Report from Seminaries 
 Ethics and Religious Liber

3:40 Congregational Singing 
  
3:45 Miscellaneous Business
 Final Election of Offi cers
 History Vignette
  
4:45 Worship
  Congregational Singing
 Introduction of Speaker 
 Special Music 
 Annual Sermon             
  
 Closing Prayer 



APTIST CONVENTION OF MARYLAND DELAWARE

“Celebrating Life in 

the Family of God”

Annual Activities*
Pre-convention Worship Celebration
Sunday, November 9, 6:30 pm, 
Speaker: Dr. Bob Ryan, North American Mission Board 

Ministers Conference: 
The Prophetic Mantle
Monday, November 10, 8:00 am–12:00 pm
Speaker: Dr. Stephen Olford

Ministers Wives Brunch: Uniquely 
His Design 
Monday, November 10, 9:30 am
RSVP to (800) 466-5290 ext. 261 by November 4 for brunch and childcare 
reservations. The brunch is a gift of the BCM/D.

African-American Fellowship 
Luncheon 
Monday, November 10, 12:15 pm 

RSVP to (800) 466-5290 ext. 218

Mid-Atlantic Fellowship of Christian 
Educators’ Breakfast
Tuesday, November 11, 7:30 am 
Speaker: Bill Taylor, LifeWay Christian Resources
A time for Pastoral Staff who focus on educational, disciple-making, and 
small groups to network.
RSVP to (800) 466-5290 ext. 218 or 233

SSMD (Secretarial Staff of Maryland/Delaware) 
Luncheon
Tuesday, November 11, 12 pm
RSVP to (800) 466-5290 ext. 232

New Orleans Seminary Luncheon
Tuesday, November 11, 12 pm
RSVP to Elwood Ulmer at (410) 668-2307 or the NOBTS Alumni Office at 
(800) NOBTS-01, ext. 3331

Southeastern Seminary Luncheon
Tuesday, November 11, 12 pm
RSVP to Rev. Lyn O’Berry at (410) 766-0204

Southwestern Seminary Luncheon
Tuesday, November 11, 12 pm
RSVP to Andrea Johnson at (410) 682-2050

* activity information is based upon details available at press time

tate Convention for the Sake of the Gospel

evert • Crossroads Praise Team • Instrumentalists

Crossroads Praise Team
      Fred Nuguid 
     Tim Simpson 

s
sion Board Wayne Kempson

nd Public Affairs Mel Pride
ion of Maryland/Delaware Marshall Coffman
Children’s Services Robert Gerstmyer
ssionary Union Aquilla B. Smith

mmittee  Larry Steen

Crossroads Praise Team
d Former Presidents Tim Simpson
sters, Congregations, and BCM/D Staff David Lee

siness Committee Franklin A. Perry

Lynn Davis

hrough Anticipating Our Future

is Moore • Instrumentalists

Mount Calvary Baptist Church

Mount Calvary Baptist Church
Charles Cato

 Rob Lilly

rd Ann and Marvin Ford
sion Board Jane Bishop
 SBC Rachel Richards
 Jake Wilkerson
ces Art Groomes

Joel Drinkard
rty Commission Mel Pride

Pleasant View Baptist Church
  

  

 
Pleasant View Baptist Church

  Harold Phillips 
  

President Elect
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Lighthouse Church, Wal-
dorf, will host this year’s an-
nual PBA meeting on Oct. 23.  

Tony “T-Bone” Merida from 
New Orleans Theological Semi-
nary was the guest speaker for 
a youth rally at Leonardtown 
Church last month. The youth 
recently returned from M-Fuge 
International in Kingston, On-
tario, where they helped with 
VBS, construction, painting, 
yard work, creative arts and 
children’s ministries. 

Potomac Association 
closed on the purchase of its 
new offi ce at 8468 Leonardtown 
Road in Hughesville. The new 
property will  increase the of-
fi ce and ministry space from 
900 to 2400 square feet. The 
offi ce is temporarily at 11865 
Federal Square, #103, Waldorf, 
Md. 20602 until they’re able to 
occupy the new property.

Prince George’s Associat

First Church, Laurel, had a 
summer reading club and tied 
it into the Kingdom Caper Vaca-
tion Bible School theme. Club 
members who read the books 
were “detectives” working un-

der the supervision of inspec-
tors (librarians) who worked 
in London-based detective 
headquarters (the library). The 
“detectives” sought “clues” to 
discover how they can develop 
Christian character. At the end 
of club celebration detectives 
were treated to ice cream, cook-
ies and lemonade.

White Hall Church will 
present the musical “Go, Go Jo-
nah” on Oct 17 and 18. The cost 
is $8.00 for adults and free for 
children 10 and under. 

George St. Anthony Fer-
guson, Sr., pastor of Christ 
Creative Church, Bladensburg, 
was named president of the 
Faith Fellowship Ministries 
International Biblical Institute. 
Christian Living.

Susquehanna

First Church, Northeast, 
will have a Harvest Time Car 
Show and Family Festival on 
Oct. 18. The festival will feature 
street rods, custom and clas-
sic cars and trucks, free lunch, 
church displays and fi re and 
police exhibits all in an old time 
carnival atmosphere.  

The event came about in re-
sponse to a recent revival service 
led by Alabama evangelist Rich-
ard Coss. Coss, an ex-con, and 
author of the book “Wanted,” 
told the congregation they need 
to be inventive about fi nding 
ways to reach people for Christ. 

Oak Grove Church, Bel Air, 
had a special service to recog-
nize members who have been 
married 50 years or more.

Western Association 

Faith Church, Hampstead, 
will have its annual Fall Festival 
on Oct. 31. The theme is “He’s 
Got the Whole World in His 
Hands.”

The women of First Church, 
Dundalk, used their September 
meetings to make crafts for shut-
ins. The church had a tent revival 
last month. John Manry, pastor 
of North Harford Church, was 
the guest speaker.  

Rick Hancock, Jr. was the 
guest revivalist at Welsh Memo-
rial Church, Frostburg, on Oct. 
5 to 8.

Five BCM/D churches part-
nered to make Vacation Bible 
School decorations this sum-
mer. Members of First Church, 
Brooklyn; First Church, Aber-
deen; Hazelwood Church, Bal-
timore; Patterson Park Church, 
Baltimore and Tabernacle 
Church, Baltimore, worked to-
gether to build eight foot British 
guards, a double-decker bus, the 
London bridge, Big Ben, lamp-
posts, a phone booth and ban-
ners. They made the props from 
wood and fabric to withstand 
repeated use. The churches are 
already planning to use the VBS 
Decoration Co-op for next year.

Looking for new ways 
to reach your community for 
Christ? Share Lab can help. 
Share Lab is a conference de-
signed to give you many ideas 
and ways to use sports and rec-
reation activities for outreach, 
evangelism, church planting and 
church growth. Share Lab will 
be held Nov. 6-8, in Lorton, Va. 
You can fi nd out more, request 
a brochure and/or register by 
going to the Share Lab Web site 
at: www.sharelab.org or contact 
Sports & Recreation Plus at (800) 
251-4078. 

AssociationLIFE

By Iris White
Associate Editor

HAVRE DE GRACE, Md. 
— Susquehanna Association 
has a passion for international 
missions. This is evident in the 
number of churches in the as-
sociation who are 
active in BCM/D 
partnerships with 
Moldova, Canada, 
Mexico, Scotland 
and the Saudi peo-
ple. The association 
actually took the 
lead in the Canada 
partnership for the 
state convention 
and Dan Sheffi eld, 
director of mis-
sions, coordinates 
the Mexico part-
nership.

“When people 
go on an interna-
tional mission trip, 
they come back 
more evangelistic,” Sheffi eld 
said. “We have never had a 
church who didn’t grow from 
the experience. As a result of 
being a part of a mission team, 
Mark and Cherie Norris, Cal-
vary, Bel Air, are in language 
school in Jordan.”

Four years ago the Susque-
hanna team began working 
toward a partnership with 
Scotland. Calvary Church, Bel 
Air, sent the fi rst mission team 
this summer.  Jack Meade, a 
deacon at Calvary, volunteered 
to fi ll in for a pastor on Islay 
for 21 days while the pastor 
was on vacation. “The pastor 
was hesitant to allow the team 
to come in and work while 
he was gone; so he told them 
there could be no evangelism 
or work in the community,” 
Sheffi eld said. The team agreed 
to go although they had to 
work carefully. Because of the 
response of the people to the 
mission team, the pastor invit-
ed the team to return in 2004.

Twelve churches partnered 
together this summer to send 
a team to Puebla, Mexico. First 
Church, Perryville, formed a 
partnership with one of the 
churches there. “When mem-
bers of Perryville church go to 
Mexico, they invite other pas-

tors from the association to go 
and share the experience with 
them,” Sheffi eld said.

In March 2003, the fi rst as-
sociation team traveled with 
the Saudi partnership, led by 
John McDonald, North Har-
ford Church, who is also the 
state coordinator for the Saudi 
people partnership. 

Angie McGuigan, Shef-
fi eld’s administrative assistant, 
handles the mission trips. “She 
does an incredible job schedul-
ing the teams, booking tickets 
and coordinating the trips,” 
Sheffi eld said.

There are 32 churches in 
Susquehanna Association, 
which includes churches in 
Harford and Cecil Counties, 
one church in Baltimore Coun-
ty and a church start in Penn-
sylvania. Three of the churches 
are Korean.

“Several of the pastors 
have been here over 20 years,” 
Sheffi eld says, “but the average 
stay of a pastor is 10 years.”

Sheffi eld says his role is 
to strengthen churches, help 
with any problems, encour-
age churches to work together 
and to start new churches. 
The association offers training 
in Sunday school, leadership, 
WMU, music and recreation. 

There is a strong 
recreation program 
that includes softball, 
basketball, golf and 
fi shing tournaments. 
Sheffi eld’s wife, Deb-
bie, works alongside 
her husband and gives 
special attention to 
ministers’ wives.

Sheffi eld grew 
up in southern Geor-
gia and Florida as a 
preacher’s kid. He 
received a Bachelor 
of Arts in Speech/
Communication from 
Mercer University and 
his Masters in Speech/
Communication from 

Texas Tech. While working on 
his Masters, he went to Con-
necticut as a US2 missionary 
with the North American Mis-
sion Board.

Upon 
completion of 
his Masters, 
he became 
the sum-
mer drama 
director at 
Ridgecrest 
Confer-
ence Center 
in North 
Carolina. 
He met his 
wife, Debbie, 
while he was 
there and 
they mar-
ried that fall. 
Ridgecrest 
invited Sheffi eld to return to 
serve as staff program director 
and summer staff recruiter the 
following year. He and Debbie 
were so successful recruiting 

summer staffers at Ridgecrest, 
they were invited to Glorieta 
Conference Center to help staff 
their summer program.

He and Debbie declined 
the offer and instead, Sheffi eld 
enrolled in Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in Ft. 
Worth, Texas, that fall. While 
there, they became house 
parents at a children’s home. 
“It was diffi cult work because 
the home only accepted hard 
cases,” Sheffi eld said. “In fact, 
four months was the average 
stay for a house parent.”

They were assigned a 
cottage with eight girls. The 
summer of their third year, he 
and Debbie took seven of the 
girls on a two-week vacation 
traveling from Ft. Worth to 
New Orleans along the coast 
to Disneyworld and back to 
Ft. Worth. The girls, ages 6-17, 
raised their own funds for the 
trip.

After graduating from 
seminary, they served at First 
Church, Flagstaff, Ariz., and 
First Church, Tucker, Ga. While 
in Georgia, the Sheffi elds 
became foster parents and 

adopted a son, 
William. They 
later adopted 
two more chil-
dren, Donna and 
Julia. They also 
have a grandson, 
Logan.

In 1984, 
Sheffi eld be-
came director 
of missions for 
Susquehanna 
Association. 
Since coming to 
Maryland, Shef-
fi eld has chaired 
the Harford 
County Foster 

Care Review Board and served 
on the Maryland State Review 
Board. He has also served as 
trustee for Baptist Family and 
Children’s Services.

Serving internationally opens eyes to the lost at home

continued from page three
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GMB prepares for annual meeting

He spoke excitedly about 
the annual meeting. This 
year’s theme is “Maryland/
Delaware Homecoming: Cel-
ebrating Life in the Family of 
God.”

All of the speakers are 
from the BCM/D area or have 
roots to it. The meeting will 
focus on “family business” 
and unity, Lee said, as well as 
using the opportunity to wit-
ness to people in the Ocean 
City area.

Administrative Committee 
Report

GMB members unani-
mously approved recommen-
dations from the administra-
tive committee including the 
2004 BCM/D and Skycroft 
budgets and the annual rec-
ommendations.

The administrative com-
mittee also approved a pro-
posal to begin a “Missions 
Advocate” program, a model 
to get the mission story out 
and to raise money for mission 
causes without affecting the 
Cooperative Program.

The board also unani-
mously approved a proposal 
to name former BCM/D execu-
tive director, Charles Barnes, 
as “executive director emeri-
tus” and to name the registra-
tion center at Skycroft Confer-
ence Center in his honor. 

An additional item of busi-
ness was approved transfer-
ring the property title of Bal-
timore’s Canton Center from 
the North American Mission 
Board to BCM/D. NAMB will 
give BCM/D $10,000 for future 
upkeep costs and pay transfer 
costs.

As a thank-you to BCM/D 
staff the board approved a 
proposal to give full-time em-
ployees an additional two days 
of personal leave beginning 
January 2004.

Adoption of Proposed 
“Operating Document”

Wayne Kempson, pastor 
of First Church, Waldorf, and 
General Mission Board presi-
dent, introduced an “Operat-
ing Document” prepared by 
the administrative committee 
to present at the annual meet-
ing in November. The docu-
ment was primarily designed 
to answer two questions: Who 
are we as Maryland/Delaware 
Baptists? and How does a church 
affi liate with the BCM/D?

Gordon Nock, pastor of 
First Church, Hurlock, said he 
was in favor of the “Operating 
Document” but wanted to go 
a step further. Nock proposed 
an amendment to the docu-
ment, that the “Baptist Faith 
and Message 2000” (BF&M) 
be added as the convention’s 
confession of faith. The “Oper-
ating Document” as proposed 
by the administrative commit-
tee allows churches to affi rm 
the “BF&M 2000,” the “BF&M 
1963” or other similar docu-
ment. (Many BCM/D churches 
have previously written their 
own confessions of faith with 
similar wording to both the 
“BF&M 2000” and the “BF&M 
1963.”)

“We were handed a time 
bomb that could split our 
convention,” Nock said re-
garding a recommendation at 

last year’s annual meeting for 
the General Mission Board to 
present a resolution regarding 
a confession of faith at this 
year’s meeting.

Gerald Wade, pastor of 
Northside Church, spoke 
against the amendment. 
“Sometimes being in a fam-
ily is messy. The struggle is to 
stay together in the midst of 
tension. My concern is that it 
(Nock’s amendment) hurls us 
back right into the maelstrom 
we’ve tried to come back from. 
The “Operating Document” 
affi rms the “BF&M 2000” but 
doesn’t crowd out those who 
affi rm the “BF&M 1963.” It 
allows us to move forward 
based on the Great Commis-
sion and the Great Command-
ment.”

“We have talked about the 
fact that the ‘BF&M 2000’ is 
not perfect…having said that, 
I have to say that the ‘BF&M 
2000’ is a closer representa-
tion to what Southern Bap-
tists across the board believe. 
Personally I’m in favor of the 
‘Baptist Faith and Message 
2000,’” Michael Tramell, pastor 
of Mount Airy Church, said 
in favor of the (Nock) amend-
ment.

“Some will be unhappy if 
the time bomb doesn’t go off,” 
Burtonsville Church pastor 
Richard Chavez said. “If we 
want to be inclusive instead 
of exclusive we must embrace 
those who’ve lived before us 
who have similar documents 
in alignment with our belief 
system. We have no right to 
disenfranchise them. It (the 
‘Operating Document’) is a 
win-win for all people with 
the safety valves of the 2000, 
1963 or similar document.”

Jonathan Lee, pastor of 
Crossroads Church, Odenton, 
proposed an amendment to 
the amendment – to include 
affi rming the “BF&M 1963” 
confession of faith in addition 
to the “BF&M 2000.”

Bucas Sterling, pastor 
of Kettering Church, Upper 
Marlboro, said, “Personally I 
see that in the Christian com-
munity we’re not taking any 
stand on anything and for that 
reason the enemy is having a 
great time. Everyone is afraid 
to offend anyone, but the gos-
pel offends. As a convention 
we have to be fi rm and say 
this is where we stand. What 
Jonathan laid before us gives 
voice and is all-inclusive to 
what we believe. Everyone’s 
not going to like it…but that’s 
fi ne.”

“We are not creedal,” 
Rebecca Sparrow, Viers Mill 
Church, Silver Spring, said. 
“We have to be careful to 
have an operating document 
so as not to impose a creed. 
We need to vote down both 
amendments and approve the 
‘Operating Document.’”

Additional thorough 
discussion continued. The 
amendment to the amendment 
passed to add the adoption of 
the “BF&M 1963” to Nock’s 
amendment. The vote on 
Nock’s amendment was taken 
and it failed. The proposal to 
accept the original “Operating 
Document” proposed by the 
administrative committee was 
approved.

Other Business
In BCM/D Strategy Team 

and Committee reports, David 
Jackson said 2003 has been 
the best year so far in church 
planting with almost 30 new 
plants to date.

Thom Thornton reported 
230 in attendance, representing 
42 churches at the Horizons 
conference; 279 youth attended 
the youth evangelism confer-
ence and 225 are signed up for 
senior adult day.

Ellen Udovich said she 
is getting more calls for help 
with mission projects. She also 
showed a CD showing hands-
on mission work throughout 
the convention and said it was a 
good resource churches can use 
to encourage mission involve-
ment.

John Faris, reporting for 
the resource development team 
said Legacy of Faith is show-
ing $5.6 million to date, which 
includes a $400,000 gift of land. 
He also reported that Conrad 
Burch is now “on board” pro-
moting estate planning. He said 
that 70 to 75 percent of people 
in the United States have no 
estate plan.

Robert Gerstmyer, di-
rector of Baptist Family and 

Children’s Services (BF&CS) 
reported that Baptist Family is 
centralizing its intake process 
and is working to establish 
partnership with churches that 
could minister to families, chil-
dren and elderly people in dis-
tress. BF&CS plans to move its 
central offi ces to another loca-
tion; the current lease expires 
in two years. They also plan to 
begin an adoption service.

Tim Simpson, BCM/D 
president, closed the session 
by talking about the disciples 
on the Emmaus Road. Simpson 
told how they described, 
“Were not our hearts burn-
ing…” as Jesus walked and 
talked to them and opened up 
the scriptures to their hearing. 
Simpson said, “We have a lot 
of heartburn potential. I hope 
that what we crave is that the 
risen Son of God walks beside 
us every day and that we’re 
warmed by His presence,” 
Simpson said.

Simpson spoke of the up-
coming BCM/D annual meet-
ing in Ocean City, “My desire 
is for us to walk to our cars, 
look at each other, and say 
‘were not our hearts strangely 
warmed by His presence the 
past two days!’”

The Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware
Proposed Operating Document

We are a fellowship of Baptist churches that share similar core values and 
have intentionally chosen to join together in friendly cooperation to reach 

Maryland/Delaware and the world for Jesus Christ.

In a spirit of trust and cooperation we affi rm and value the following:
· our love for Jesus Christ and for one another.
· our commitment to the Bible as the Word of God.
· the autonomy of the local church, the local association, the state convention, and the 

Southern Baptist Convention.
· our commitment to the mission and vision of the Baptist Convention of Maryland/

Delaware. Therefore, “we will intentionally assist in the starting and strengthening of con-
gregations so that together we can accomplish the Great Commission.”

· our cooperation with the Southern Baptist Convention in achieving our worldwide mis-
sion.

· affi liated churches that adopt The Baptist Faith and Message (2000 or 1963) or a similar state-
ment in accord with the beliefs expressed in these Southern Baptist documents.

· the continued employment and support of spirit-led BCMD staff who affi rm The Baptist 
Faith and Message (2000 or 1963). 

· our Belief that the ultimate task to which we are called, and which most assuredly binds 
us together, is the mission of reaching people for Jesus Christ and making disciples for His 
kingdom. 

There are two ways to affi liate in friendly cooperation with the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware:
· We encourage those who desire to affi liate with the BCMD to affi liate fi rst with a local 

Maryland/Delaware association. Once the congregation completes the credentialing pro-
cess for affi liation with the association and submits their fi rst fi nancial contribution in 
support of our cooperative missions effort, that congregation will be considered affi liated 
with the BCMD.

· Because the local church is autonomous, a church may petition the BCMD for affi liation. 
The process is as follows:

1. The church should submit in writing on church letterhead a request for affi liation. 
The letter should contain: a statement that this request is a result of “offi cial church 
action,” a statement of the church’s mission and vision, a brief statement as to why 
the church wishes to affi liate with the BCMD, the church’s statement of faith and 
constitution/bylaws. This letter should be submitted to the Executive Director’s of-
fi ce at the Baptist Center, 10255 Old Columbia Road, Columbia, MD 21046.

2. The Executive Director or his designee will make contact with the pastor of the 
church to discuss the church’s request for affi liation.   

3. A committee of the General Mission Board will review the request for affi liation. 
The Committee will report to the General Mission Board and make recommenda-
tions concerning the church’s request.

4. Upon approval by the General Mission Board, the church will be extended an of-
fi cial invitation to affi liate with the Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware. 

5. The affi liation process will be complete when the church submits its fi rst fi nancial 
contribution in support of our cooperative missions effort.

6. The newly affi liated church will be encouraged to also affi liate with a local 
Maryland/Delaware association.

5. A committee of the General Mission Board will review the request for membership. 
The Committee will report to the General Mission Board and make recommenda-
tions concerning the church’s request.

6. Upon approval by the General Mission Board, the church will be extended an of-
fi cial invitation to affi liate with the Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware. 

7. The membership process will be complete when the church submits its fi rst fi nan-
cial contribution in support of our cooperative missions effort.

8. The new member church will be encouraged to affi liate with a local Maryland/
Delaware association.
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By Bob Gerstmyer

The Book of James tells 
us that “Religion that 
God our Father accepts as 

pure and faultless is this: to look 
after orphans and widows in 
their distress and to keep oneself 
from being polluted by the world” 
(James 1:27).

Why widows and 
orphans? Because they were 
the most vulnerable groups 
in Jewish and Gentile society 
in the time of James’ letter. 
Specifically, they were 
endangered because of their 
fragile claim to economic 
power: a widow had lost her 
husband. Likely, her husband’s 
estate had been divided 
among their male children or 
among her husband’s brothers. 
Abandoned orphans were 
barred from the regular paths 
of advancement because of 
their uncertain lineage.

It is not without cause 
that Matthew takes such 
care to set up Jesus’ earthly 
ancestry through Joseph back 
to King David. He claims for 
Christ all of the rights and 
privileges that go along with 
an illustrious family line.

Vulnerable populations 
change. Most of the readers of 
this column have been blessed 
by God to have been born in 

America, probably the majority 
in Maryland and Delaware, 
jewels among the States. While 
illustrious family heritage is a 
help to some fellow citizens, 
Americans of all backgrounds 
have used their God-given 
talents to advance in society. 
Likewise, women are a vital 
force in the religious, economic 

and political life of this 
country. This is to say that 
being a widow or an orphan 
does not necessarily qualify 
you as a vulnerable member 
of society, like it did in James’ 
time.

Indeed, as secure widows 
and successful orphans may 
be found in all walks of 
American life, so too may we 
find vulnerable people in all 
corners of this country. Baptist 
Family meets them every 
day: people not necessarily 
impoverished materially but 
instead spiritually or mentally, 
people who may come from 
great communities and healthy 
churches but who still face 
tough choices in life and who 
sometimes make mistakes.

Of course, as this month’s 
and last month’s articles have 
stated, we face major problems 
brought on by poverty. But 
the religion which James calls 
us to is an even wider one 
than it appears at first. James’ 

Christianity advocates for the 
vulnerable. We must seek them 
out wherever they are, and 
be prepared to say “yes, I will 
help you, Jesus has asked me 
to do so” when they appeal for 
help.

Recall the story of the 
Good Samaritan. The beaten 
man who the Samaritan 

helps is the ideal person who 
Christians are called to serve. 
The man could have been 
wealthy but was certainly 
robbed, at the intersection of 
rich and poor. His economic 
status is not germane to the 
situation: his battered body 
is. Christ shows us how to 
examine compassionately 
and then generously meet an 
immediate need.

If this focus on poverty 
and the greater population 
of vulnerable people in 
Maryland and Delaware has 
done anything, I hope that it 
has made one point clear: we 
need more Good Samaritans in 
Maryland and Delaware. 

Take a hard look at how 
you respond to the needs 
of your brothers and sisters 
who are right now crying 
out for help. Are you a Good 
Samaritan? Or are you one 
of the priests and Levites 
who simply passed a robbed 
and beaten man on the road 

to Jericho? The question 
holds an eternal significance, 
because Jesus’ command to 
His followers cannot be more 
clear than it is at the end of 
the Good Samaritan story. He 
says:

“Which of these...do you 
think was a neighbor to the 
man who fell into the hands of 
robbers?”

The expert in the law 
replied, “The one who had 
mercy on him.”

Jesus told him, “Go and do 
likewise” (Luke 10:25-37).

Go and do likewise. Clear 
as a bell. A call to action, not 
to discussion, not to planning, 
but to the hard, loving work 
of living life as a follower of 
Christ. What better call could 
we have received? What better 
calling to dedicate one’s life 
and energy to? What better 
reward waiting at the end of 
the job?

We are blessed, my 
brothers and sisters, that 
Christ has made His plan and 
path so clear to us. By now 
the phrase “God works in 
mysterious ways” is cliché. 
But He does not call us to 
work in mysterious ways, He 
(mercifully) calls us to work 
in simple ways, giving of 
our effort and our love to be 
a neighbor to those in need. 
“Go and do likewise,” Jesus 
says. Simple. When you see 
someone in trouble, someone 
in desperate straits, use your 
time and your wealth to help 
them.

Engagement is important: 
the Samaritan would not have 
found the beaten man if he 
were not walking the road 
from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
engaging in the life of the 
world God created for us. 
James’ advice that opened this 
column guides us here: we 
should remain unpolluted by 
the world. A life of Christian 
action not only keeps us 
unpolluted, it also frees of 
polluting those who we help.

Coming next month, I 
will describe for you ways 
in which Baptist Family is 
already living out Christ’s 
commands and new ways that 
you can join our efforts. Until 
then, I urge you to simply “Go 
and do likewise.”

“Pure Religion” and Good Samaritans: doing God’s 

work in our world

More of the poverty picture in Maryland and Delaware

By Bob Gerstmyer

As this BaptistLIFE  hits 
the streets, the poor in 
Maryland and Delaware 

will be preparing for another 
cold autumn, leading to anoth-
er freezing winter. Those poor 
with children have sent them 
back to school, and are, by now, 
wondering how they will find 
warm coats and Christmas 
gifts for their young ones. They 
are also praying that the kids 
can get through the winter 
without an ear infection, with-
out being hungry.
The first step to action is em-
pathy. Imagine that these con-
cerns are yours. Put yourself 
in the position of one of the 
thousands of people in Mary-
land and Delaware struggling 

to keep your head above water, 
to provide the most basic living 
conditions for your family. 
Poverty has a major impact on 
education and health care. The 
Maryland poverty study states 
that “preventable disease and 
death are 50% higher for the 
poor as compared to the non-
poor, even when controlling 
for all other factors.” We have 
a great opportunity to improve 
the life and health of thousands 
of people in Maryland and 
Delaware, and to demonstrate 
to them true Christian compas-
sion and care. 

In 2002, 22.9% of Baltimore 
City residents qualified as 
“impoverished.” High con-
centrations of poverty are by 
no means restricted to urban 
areas: Somerset County on 

the Eastern Shore reports that 
20.1% of its citizens live in pov-
erty. In Delaware, the highest 
rate of poverty is found in Sus-
sex county: 12.7%.

Please keep in mind that 
these poverty figures were pre-
pared using the Federal Pov-
erty Standard, which is $14,000 
of annual income for a family 
of 3. That breaks down to $1,167 
each month to house, feed and 
clothe 3 people in Maryland. 
The standard is too low-even 
the Federal Government rec-
ognizes this-but it is still the 
standard. The recent report of 
the Governor’s Commission 
to Study Poverty in Maryland 
(May 2003) suggests that a liv-
ing standard in some parts of 
Maryland is at least twice the 
Federal poverty standard.

A higher, more reasonable 
standard would include more 
families, driving the overall 
poverty numbers higher. As 
bad as the problem looks using 
the Federal standard, in reality 
the problem is even worse.

Christ said that we would 
always have the poor with us. 
But that does not exempt us 
from caring for the poor. In 
fact, His instructions to His 
disciples define Christian life 
as an eternally loving effort 
to comfort the troubled and 
impoverished. We are called 
to sacrifice in order to combat 
a problem that we can never 
fully solve. But we should not 
lose hope, because Jesus offers 
to His faithful all the energy, 
compassion and hope that we 
need in order to do His will.
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ACCOMPANIST NEEDED 
— Olney Baptist Church – Part-
time paid position. For more 
information call church offi ce at 
(301) 774-5433 or send resumes 
to Olney Baptist Church, 17525 
Georgia Avenue, P.O. Box 325, 
Olney, MD 20830-0325.

FULL TIME PASTOR  — First 
Baptist Church of St. Charles, 
located in Waldorf, Md., is 
accepting applications for the 
position of full-time pastor. An 
application form, pastor profi le 
and information concerning 
the church and community are 
available. Respond to:  First 
Baptist Church of St. Charles, 
Pastor Search Committee, 136 
Stoddert Ave., Waldorf, MD  
20602.

PART TIME SECRETARY 
— Monday – Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. $9.25 per hour. Computer 
experience. Parkville Baptist 
Church, 3309 Taylor Avenue, 
Baltimore, MD 21234. Contact 
Barbara Twele (410) 529-0497.

PASTOR SEARCH — Temple 
Baptist Church, a culturally 

diverse church in Woodlawn, 
Md., is accepting resumes. Many 
mission opportunities
exist in this Baltimore suburb. 
Call (410) 442-1724 or e-mail 
permahlstedt@erols.com.

PROGRAM SERVICES 
MANAGERS — Baptist Family & 
Children’s Services (BFCS), a faith-
based, family services nonprofi t 
agency, has three immediate 
openings for PROGRAM 
SERVICES MANAGERS. The 
agency seeks Program Manager 
candidates for its CHOSEN 
Treatment Foster Care, CareNow 
Family Preservation, and 
Community Development 
Programs. Each position reports to 
the Director of Program Services. 
Minimum Requirements for 
these positions are: (1) licensure 
as an LCSW-C, LCPC or LCMFT; 
(2) demonstrated managerial 
experience in a similar work 
environment; (3) ability to work 
a fl exible schedule with some 
evening and weekend hours; and 
(4) reliable transportation. Baptist 
Family may consider candidates 
for the CareNow and Community 
Development positions who 

possess signifi cant related ministry 
experience.

Send a detailed resume 
and salary requirements to: 
Rev. Robert Gerstmyer, LCPC, 
Baptist Family & Children’s 
Services, 7175 Columbia Gateway 
Drive, Suite F, Columbia, 
MD 21046-2537.  Resumes 
and salary requirements may 
be faxed to (410) 872-0097. 
The BFCS Job Application 
Form may be downloaded 
from the BFCS website at 
www.baptistfamily.org\
application.html.  

(Please note: resumes 
and job applications that do 
not include four professional, 
non-personal references and 
salary requirements will not be 
considered.)

WORSHIP AND CHOIR 
ACCOMPANIST  - Mt. Airy 
Baptist Church is seeking 
keyboardist to assist leading our 
congregation in traditional and 
contemporary music. For more 
information concerning this paid 
position, pleace contact the church 
offi ce at (301) 829-2185 or send 
resume to Mt. Airy Baptist Church, 

Attention: Rev. Keith Vincent, P.O. 
Box 447, Mt. Airy, MD 21771.

LIN WALLBERG, SOLO 
HANDBELLS — Available 
for concerts, worship services, 
clinics, weddings, etc. Add the 
beautiful touch of handbells to 
your special occasion. Contact: Lin 
Wallberg. Website: BellSolos.com 
Phone: (301) 586-0317 E-mail: 
Lin@bellsolos.com.

RETREAT TO THE OCEAN – The 
Baptist Retreat Center in Ocean 
City is available for Fall – Spring 
Retreats. We can accommodate 
groups as large as 65. For more 
info. Call (410) 289-6573 or check 
http://www.OCBaptist.org.

Hurricane Isabel prompts record deployment of Disaster Relief

In Salisbury, Md., Bruce 
Revel, director of missions 
for the Eastern Association in 
Salisbury, Md., noted that the 
area “got off pretty light” and 
did not receive the amount of 
damage some had predicted. 
But for those who were dis-
placed, the Eastern Association 
activated a North American 
Mission Board-certifi ed feed-
ing unit at a local shelter. Revel 
reported that about 400 meals 
were served for dinner and 
breakfast Sept. 18 and 19.

“It’s really amazing to 
see the disaster relief process 
happen where folks will leave 
their homes -- and in our situ-
ation while the hurricane was 
still going on here -- and work 
to help feed the folks in the 
shelter,” Revel told Baptist 
Press. “We had several people 
who were in the shelter who 
were not Baptists, but they of-
fered to help and we were able 
to make use of them as well.

“The Gospel was really 
at work,” he said. “We shared 
with them why we were there, 
and it was great to see.”

The storm brought some 
fl ooding in coastal areas and 
in the northern states, but the 
bulk of the damage was from 
downed trees — and the sub-
sequent loss of power that still 
affected 1.8 million people as 
of Sunday, according to news 
reports.

Southern Baptist Disaster 
relief efforts consequently 
were focused on either clear-
ing fallen trees of residents like 
Schlauch or preparing meals 
for those without power at 
home.

The routine at each of the 
locations was much the same 
as volunteers quickly set up 
mobile kitchens, often sup-
ported by shower, cleanup 
and communications units 
— which have amateur (ham) 
radios and other equipment. 
The American Red Cross and 

The Salvation Army 
distribute most 
of the food, while 
many units also of-
fer feeding lines for 
residents who come 
to the site — which 
is usually a local 
church.

The scope of 
the deployment 
also is an indicator 
of how much the 
Southern Baptist 
Disaster Relief net-
work has grown 
over the past decade 
to nearly 400 units 
and 28,000 trained 
volunteers. There 
is often a surge in 
new units after each 
major disaster. For 
example, many units 
formed after Hur-
ricane Hugo ripped 
through the Caroli-
nas in 1989.

Donnie Flynn, a volunteer 
from Highland Church in 
Raleigh, N.C., said Hurricane 
Hugo prompted his church to 
set up a cleanup and recovery 
unit.

“Really the idea came 
from just seeing what was go-
ing on,” he said. “You get a 
storm through the area, you go 
out and help your neighbors. 
Well, if it doesn’t come in your 
neighborhood, you go where 
it is.”

In addition to providing 
chainsaw crews, the units 
perform various jobs. “We’ve 
got a lot of tools and expertise, 
so you might as well use it,” 
Flynn said.

In North Carolina, where 
the storm hit fi rst, two kitchen 
units from the state are prepar-
ing meals for the American 
Red Cross at Memorial Church 
in Williamston and Corinth 
Church in Elizabeth City. A 
unit from Hardeman, Tenn., 
was scheduled to begin cook-

ing Sept. 22 at First Church of 
New Bern.

North Carolina kitchen 
and shower units are serving 
in support of The Salvation 
Army at Memorial Church 
in Greenville, and another 
shower unit has been set up in 
Swanquarter, N.C., to provide 
showers for recovery workers 
and the community.

A number of North Caro-
lina recovery units also are 
working in nine towns in the 
affected area.

In Virginia, mobile kitch-
ens are supporting the Red 
Cross in Newport News, Ches-
apeake, Hopewell, Gloucester 
and Virginia Beach. The units 
come from Virginia, South 
Carolina, Kentucky, Georgia 
and Tennessee, respectively. 

Additional mobile kitchens 
from Georgia and Mississippi 
were scheduled to begin serv-
ing Sept. 22 in Kilmarnock and 
Richmond, respectively.

In Washington, D.C., 
kitchen units from Florida and 

Pennsylvania are scheduled to 
begin preparing meals Sept. 
22 in support of The Salvation 
Army.

Mobile shower trailers acti-
vated in Virginia include units 
from both Virginia state con-
ventions, as well as Tennessee, 
Alabama, South Carolina and 
Georgia.

Recovery units are serv-
ing in Chesapeake, Gloucester, 
Hopewell, Virginia Beach and 
Newport News.

Disaster Relief units gener-
ally are owned and operated 
by state conventions, local as-
sociations and churches, and 
are coordinated nationally by 
the North American Mission 
Board. Contributions for the 
Hurricane Isabel response may 
be sent to state convention of-
fi ces or to the North American 
Mission Board, 4200 North 
Point Parkway, Alpharetta, GA 
30022. 

For regular updates on 
the Hurricane Isabel response, 
visit www.namb.net/dr.

continued from page one

Volunteers from Eastern Avenue Sam’s Club (without hats) work with Southern Baptist 

Disaster Relief workers to unload ice supplied by the Army Corps of Engineers.



Tired?!

Your church could save in many ways 
by putting your newsletter 

on the BaptistLIFE backpage.

Save Money! 

We print and mail your church’s newletter for you. 
No paper and postage costs. Your cost is only $20 per month!

Save Time and Energy! 

We handle all of the postage and printing so
you have more time for other projects...and so does your copier!

Save Trees!

We’re already printing BaptistLIFE, so why not save a tree?

Call Keith Stephenson at 800.466.5290 ext. 247
or email him at kstephenson@bcmd.org and sign up today!

Your whole church can get BaptistLIFE for free even if you don’t do the BackPage Program... ask me how! 

 

Tired of printing...folding...labeling

...sorting...and mailing the church 

newsletter every week?

Then let us do it for you!
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