
By Shannon Baker, Sharon 
Mager, Bob Simpson 

and Iris White

OCEAN CITY, Md. — 
“Homecoming – Celebrating 
Life in the Family of God” was 
this year’s theme 
for the Baptist 
Convention 
of Maryland/
Delaware’s 168th 
annual meeting 
Nov. 10-11 at the 
Clarion Resort 
Fontainebleau 
Hotel in Ocean 
City, Md.

Like any 
family reunion, 
this celebration 
brought together 
the young and 
the old.  There 
were familiar 
hugs and smiles 
as folks caught 
up from the 
past year. New 
church “births” 
were announced 
and celebrated 
while “parent” 
churches looked on with pride. 
Established church families 
shared exciting news of God 
at work. Family business was 
discussed with some agree-
ment and some disagreement. 
There were home movies, 

showing the Kingdom work of 
brothers and sisters through-
out the convention. Everyone 
sang both familiar and new 
songs, prayed together, remi-
nisced and made plans for an-
other year of partnership.

Monday Afternoon 
BCM/D president, Tim 

Simpson, offi cially called the 
meeting to order. Ocean City 
Church pastor, Terry Davis, 
welcomed the 439 messengers 
and guests to the resort city.

First Church, Laurel’s 
praise team, under the direc-
tion of Bryan Patrick, led the 
congregational singing with 
“Crown Him Lord of All” and 
the immediate past executive 
director, Charles Barnes, pre-

sented the fi rst 
theme interpreta-
tion – “Celebrat-
ing Life in the 
Family through 
Partnering in the 
Gospel.”

“Partnership 
missions has been 
and is a vital part 
of BCM/D’s efforts 
to strengthen 
existing churches 
and start new 
ones,” Barnes 
said.

BCM/D ex-
ecutive director, 
David Lee, and 
his wife, Sherry, 
honored Barnes 
by announcing 
the General 
Mission Board’s 
recent decision 
to name him “ex-

ecutive director emeritus” and 
rename Skycroft Conference 
Center’s registration building 
in his honor.

In a PowerPoint presenta-
tion with quotes from BCM/D 
personalities, including Annie 

Armstrong, Charles Barnes, 
and Roy D. Gresham, set to 
the hymn, “Be Thou My Vi-
sion,” the fi rst history vignette 
examined the challenges to the 
future of Maryland/Delaware 
Baptists based on the past 
and the present. The quotes 
pointed to Baptists’ resolve to 
remain true to their calling to 
be a light in this multi-state 
region.

After preliminary busi-
ness, Bruce Revel, Eastern 
Association’s director of mis-
sions, wearing a fl oppy hat 
and overalls, introduced pre-
senters from the association. 
They gave messengers and 
visitors a taste of the history, 
the present and an idea of the 
future of association life on the 
Eastern shore. 

The Eastern Association 
team highlighted migrant, 
Spanish and international 
ministries and new church 
plants.

In the second history 
vignette, Director of Missions 
Bruce Revel and Kerry Hinton 
highlighted changes on the 
Eastern Shore. Two church 
planters, Daryl McCready of 
SonRise Church, Berlin,  and 
Andy Ehlers of High Tide, 
Bethany Beach, gave testimony 
of what God is doing in their 
growing congregations.
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BCM/D’s 168th Annual Meeting is a
homecoming celebration

Global Mission hosts IMB rally
By Joyce Jackson

BaptistLIFE Correspondent

SILVER SPRING, Md.—
At least 128 people at a confer-
ence here in late September 
made decisions that set them 
on paths toward lives of career 
missionary service.

They were part of the more 
than 1,500 Korean Baptists 
from 37 churches gathered 
at Global Mission Church of 
Greater Washington for their 
fi rst-ever, International Mis-
sions Celebration.  

Global Mission’s pastor, 
Manpoong Kim, holds mis-
sions close to his heart. Four-
teen families from his congre-
gation now serve mission posts 
around the globe. 

Korean Baptists gathered 
from Virginia and Maryland 
on Sept. 13-14 to learn about ca-
reer, short term and volunteer 
mission opportunities. Inter-
national Mission Board (IMB) 
conference leaders brought 
current front-line reports and 
personal experiences from 
the Western Pacifi c, East Asia, 
Western Europe and South 
America.

Korean mission rallies 
were coordinated for four lo-

cations: Northern California, 
Dallas, Los Angeles, Silver 
Spring, Md., with a fi fth rally 
planned for Tacoma, Wa., in 
February 2004. Initially, the 

IMB set a vision goal for 100 
Korean Americans to respond 
to a ministry call. When the 
fi rst rally surpassed that goal, 
they prayed for 1,000 lives 

dedicated to taking Christ to 
the far reaches of the earth.

Emeritus missionaries Jacob Suktae and Poong Ja Shin (left) greet International Mission Board 

President Jerry Rankin. In 1989 the Shins became the first Korean-American couple appointed as 

IMB missionaries. Jacob Shin is the BCM/D consultant for language missions.

The newly elected BCM/D officers for 2004 are (left to right) 

Gayle Clifton, recording secretary; James Moore, second vice 

president; Tim Simpson, president; Bill George, assistant 

recording secretary; and Robert Anderson, first vice president 

(not pictured).
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I confess that I am a techno 
freak. No, really, I like gad-
gets. I have always liked 

gadgets. And there are so many 
choices that only keep prolifer-
ating with time. Computers are 
doubling in memory and speed 
every 18-24 months. As the cost 
of technology is decreasing, 
the phenomenon aptly called 
“device creep” is increasing ex-
ponentially.

Thomas L. Friedman, 
in his national best selling 
book, Longitudes and Attitudes, 
talks about the recent World 
Economic Forum in Davos, 
Switzerland. At the confer-
ence there was great discus-
sion about how technology is 
complicating our lives. At the 
conference they announced, 

Friedman says, that “by 2005 
we will see the convergence of 
wireless technology, fi ber op-
tics, software applications and 
the next generation of internet 
switches that will permit any-
thing with electricity to have a 
Web address and run off of the 
Internet – from your bedroom 
lights to your toaster to your 
pacemaker. This ‘Evernet’ will 
allow us all to be on-line all the 
time from everywhere.”

Friedman continues. “I am 
struck by how many people call 
my offi ce, ask if I am in, and, 
if I’m not, immediately ask to 
be connected to my cell phone 
or pager. You’re never out any 
more. The assumption now is 
that you’re always in. Out is 
over. Now you’re always in. 

And when you are always in, 
you are always on. And when 
you are always on, what are you 
most like? A computer server.”

My question is this: If we 
are going to be on-line all the 
time from everywhere, how 
long will it take us to fi gure 
out that God did not wire us to 
always be “on.” Jesus, Himself, 
understood the principle of 
the pendulum. He went out to 
minister and then retreated to 
regroup and refresh. There has 
to be a time when we unplug 
and recharge our batteries.  

What does any of this have 
to do with Christmas? I am 
fascinated by the world into 
which Jesus came. He quietly 
entered our world in a sleepy 
little town called Bethlehem. 

Even the stable animals napped 
and yawned as Mary and Jo-
seph “checked in” to the accom-
modations. “How silently, how si-
lently, this wondrous gift is given.  
As God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of His heaven.”

We need a little Christ-
mas…right this very minute. 
Take a minute, or several, just 
to unplug and contemplate the 
miracle of God’s matchless gift. 
There are some things that tran-
scend all the gadgets. The most 
notable and gracious of all is 
to let the incarnate Savior, who 
came to us under the radar, 
have a few moments with us. 
Consider it a rescue from the 
tyranny of technology!  

Have a joyous, Christ-
fi lled holiday season! 

We need a little Christmas!

It’s been prayed millions 
of times. It’s committed to 
our memory. Even non-

Christians say it before football 
games. The Lord’s Prayer 
rolls off our tongue with ease. 
Living the prayer, however, is 
not so easy. In particular, the 
affi rmation of Matthew 6:10, 
“Your kingdom come, Your will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven,” is 
demanding and diffi cult.

When I tell my heavenly 
Father that I am willing to 
yield to His kingdom rule 
– it is awkward to try to hide 
something from His reign. 
All of life is on the table 
before Him. After all, kings 
are monarchs who rule with 
exclusive and far-reaching 

power. Heaven’s King has 
unlimited authority.

A couple of weeks ago, 
a highly respected leader in 
our church came to my offi ce 
and shared the news that he 
and his family were relocating 
to Virginia. He told me how 
he had sought the Lord’s 
guidance in prayer. I was facing 
a Matthew 6:10 moment. The 
Father’s will meant Greenridge 
would lose an effective servant 
and a church in Virginia would 
gain a great family. As hard as I 
tried, it was challenging to give 
our neighbor state a brotherly 
“high fi ve.” The Father’s 
kingdom, however, never skips 
a beat. With breath-taking 
providence and wisdom, He is 

orchestrating this transition in 
such a way that more people are 
led to Christ.

That’s the way HIS 
kingdom works! As we 
willingly obey His will and 
follow His plan, the rule of 
heaven expands and grows. 
Praying the prayer moves our 
hearts to a place of trust and 
submission. The King causes all 
things to work together. (even 
when I don’t like it.)

A long time ago, two 
kingdoms collided. At fi rst it 
seemed to be just a “fender-
bender.” 

One king ruled with an 
iron fi st and shouted demands 
at subordinates. The other King 
cried for His mother’s attention 

in a stable. Three decades later, 
however, the younger king 
would reach for hearts and 
minds overwhelmed with sin. 
That noise you hear on the 
pages of the Gospel is kingdom 
confl ict.

As our convention churches 
celebrate the birth of King 
Jesus this month, we have 
the opportunity to say, “Your 
kingdom come, Your will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.” Don’t be 
surprised if you hear yourself 
starting to sing the words of 
Charles Wesley, “Hark! The 
herald angels sing, ‘Glory to 
the new-born king.’” May 2004 
be a year of Kingdom growth 
within the Baptist Convention 
of Maryland/Delaware!

Glory to the new born King!

Rev. 2:7 “He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says to 
the churches . . .”

They called her the Ship 
of Dreams. On April 11, 
1912, the luxury liner 

Titanic set sail from Southamp-
ton, England, destined for New 
York City. It was one of the 
largest moveable objects ever 
built. From bow to stern the 
RMS Titanic measured three 
football fi elds.  On board were 
electric elevators, a swimming 
pool, a squash court, a Turkish 
bath and a gymnasium that 
sported a mechanical horse 
and camel. You could take your 
pick! A fi rst class parlor suite 
cost the equivalent of $50,000 in 
today’s currency. The maiden 
voyage was a virtual who’s 
who of the world’s rich and 
famous.

Yet, the most notable thing 
about the Titanic was that 
it sank. In the early hours of 
April 15, the “unsinkable” Ti-
tanic collided with an iceberg 
and sank to the bottom of the 

North Atlantic. Only 705 of 
the 2,227 passengers and crew 
survived. Although capable of 
carrying 32 lifeboats, only 20 
were placed aboard the ship. 
The White Star Management 
Company was concerned that 
too many boats would “sally” 
the aesthetic beauty of the ship.

There are many theories as 
to why the Titanic went down. 
One of the most intriguing is 
the theory that the rivets gave 
way allowing the water to 
peel back and fi ll the compart-
ments. Based on the theory, the 
company allowed the use of 
inferior rivets to cut costs. In 
the moment of impact the rivets 
did not hold.

I was told that our state 
convention was a Titanic. One 
of the fi rst and best pieces of 
advice given to me when I 
joined the state staff ten years 
ago was to spend time listening 
to key leaders in the BCM/D. 
In one of the early meetings, 
I asked the leader, “What do 
I need to know and do to be 
effective in my job?” His re-

sponse was quick and decisive. 
“I am probably not the one to 
ask,” he said. “Personally, I be-
lieve that the state convention 
is the Titanic.” He went on to 
express his feelings about state 
convention work. It was not a 
pretty picture!

Obviously, I was not dis-
suaded by his assessment. Once 
in a while, however, I will read 
or see something that makes 
me wonder whether or not he 
was right. It has been a chal-
lenging year for denomination-
al entities. IMB has cut mission-
ary positions. NAMB has cut 
staff and scaled back programs. 
Several state conventions have 
had to cut staff. We, too, got off 
to a tough start fi nancially in 
2003. Praise the Lord. We have 
recovered. God has blessed in 
spite of what we have experi-
enced economically.

It has been a wake up call 
to all of us. In fact, the verdict 
is not in on our future. The de-
cisions and choices you and I 
make in the next days, months, 
and years will determine 

whether or not ours is a Titanic 
journey.

Is there a way that we can 
avoid a Titanic journey? How 
do we not only survive, but also 
thrive, in a twenty-fi rst century 
world?

The answer may be found 
in the Revelation, if we will lis-
ten to what the Spirit says to the 
church. Our mission and set-
ting more and more resembles 
that of the fi rst-century church. 
John delivered letters from our 
Lord to seven churches in Asia 
Minor, all facing the challenge 
of being Christians in a pagan 
world.  Five of the seven church-
es were facing a fate worst than 
a Titanic. They were in danger 
of having their “candlestick 
removed.” I guarantee you that 
facing the judgment of our Lord 
is far worse than hitting an ice-
berg. Two churches were com-
mended without condemnation.

We can avoid a Titanic 
journey as a denomination, as 
a state convention if we learn 
some lessons from these fi rst-
century brothers and sisters.

The verdict is still out! (Revelation 2-3)

Bob Simpson

BaptistLIFE Editor,

BCM/D Director of 

Communications

Dr. Lee’s annual 

message can be 

read in its entirety at 

www.yourbcmd.org.
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Arundel Association

Members of Faith Church, 
Glen Burnie, are collecting 
socks, mittens and toys for 
Baptist Family and Children’s 
Services. 

Faith’s Christmas program 
is at 4 and 7 p.m. on Dec. 7 and 
at 7 p.m. on Dec. 8, 10 and 11. 

First Church, Shady Side, 
had a successful Fall Festival. 
About 200 people enjoyed the 
hayride, hot dogs, hamburgers 
and Christian fun.

Caleb Horton is the new 
worship leader and will begin 
contemporary services on Dec. 
6 at 7 p.m. Susanna Joy is the 
new pastor’s secretary.

Grace Church, Pasadena, 
started new Family Fellowship 
praise and worship services 
on the second Sunday night of 
each month.

Riders in North Arundel 
Church’s motorcycle ministry 
participated in the annual Toy 
Run at the Anne Arundel coun-
ty fair grounds. They share 
Christ at the various events as 
people ask them about their 
Christian fl ags and symbols. 

South Shore Church, 
Crownsville, had a blood drive 
last month. 

Weems Creek Church, 
Annapolis, had a grandpar-
ents’ appreciation dinner last 
month. 

Baltimore Association

Members of Bethlehem-
Church, Baltimore, will have 
Building Fund services on Dec. 
14 and 28 at 4:30 p.m.

First Church, Dundalk, 
had its annual hanging of the 
greens followed by a fellowship 
with Christmas cookies. 

Middle River Church, Bal-
timore, will present its Christ-
mas cantata “An Unexpected 
Christmas” at 7 p.m. on Dec. 
21. The children’s Christmas 
program will be on Dec. 14 at 
7 p.m. Candlelight Christmas 
Eve services will be at 5:30 and 
7 p.m.

Royal Ambassadors and 
Girls in Action at Peninsula 
Church, Baltimore, made 
Christmas gifts for children in 
the hospital. In October they 
made gifts to give to residents 
of Riverview nursing home 

Members of Riverside 
Church, Baltimore, serve 
breakfast to the homeless and 
feed an average of 100 each 
Sunday.

Bob Hurd is the interim 
pastor at Second & Fourth 
Church, Baltimore.  

The sit & stitch group at 
Woodbrook Church, Balti-
more, had a holiday card-mak-
ing extravaganza. 

In November, church mem-
bers submitted recipes of favor-
ite Christmas foods.  On Dec. 
7 they’ll have a “Taste of Ad-
vent” event with special recipe 
booklets and samples. 

Blue Ridge Association

Faith Church, Knoxville, 
will participate with the Bruns-
wick area’s Church Christmas 
Tour. On Dec. 13, residents of 
the area travel to tour local 
churches, hear special music 
and see Christmas decorations.

The ladies of the church 
have an ornament and cookie 
exchange. The church will 
have its children’s program at 
6:30 p.m. on Dec. 4 and the all 

church Christmas program at 
6:30 p.m. on Dec. 13 and 14. 

Members of Paramount 
Church, Hagerstown, fi lled 
Christmas stockings for the 
Salvation Army to distribute to 
needy children.

Virginia Avenue Church, 
Hagerstown, published their 
favorite recipes in a cookbook 
called “Feeding the Flock.”

Delaware Association

Youth from Ogletown 
Church played paintball last 
month. The church had a 
parent’s night out, providing 
activities for children.

Bethany Church, Wilm-
ington, will have a live nativ-
ity on Dec. 19, 20 and 21. There 
are two shows each night at 7 
and 8 p.m. 

Eastern Association

Berlin Church will have 
a cookie exchange on Dec. 15. 
They are putting together a 
cookbook with their favorite 
recipes. 

Lynnhaven Church, Poco-
moke, had its annual Thanks-
giving meal with the trim-
mings for the community. 

Members of Spence 
Church, Snow Hill, worked to 
clean up Public Landing Road. 

Mid-Maryland Associa
 
Bethel Church, Ellicott 

City, will present the musical 
“Hark! The Angels Sing” at 11 
a.m. and at 6 p.m. on Dec. 14. 

Columbia Fellowship 
Church has a children’s Christ-
mas pageant planned for 6 p.m. 
on Dec. 14. A cantata will be at 
10 a.m. on Dec. 21. The church 
will also have a Christmas Eve 
service. 

The praise band, “Sealed,” 
from Faith Church, Hamp-
stead, played at the Jar-
rettsville United Methodist 
Church’s fall festival. The 
church’s youth group went 
to Lancaster for a Christmas 
shopping trip. 

Youth at Mason Dixon 
Church, New Freedom, Pa., 
had a silent auction for teen’s 
services last month to buy gifts 
for needy children for Christ-
mas. The youth group also had 
a coffee house in Nov. called 
“Fire Escape.” The children 
will have a special musical pre-
sentation on Dec. 7. 

The church will have a live 
nativity from 6-9 p.m. on Dec. 
22 and 23.

Montgomery Association

 On Nov. 9, Colesville 
Church, Silver Spring , called 
Todd Jones as pastor. Jones 
and his wife, Aimee, are 
from Gaithersburg, Md. He 
is a graduate of Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 
Jones assumed his pastoral du-
ties on Nov. 23. 

Kensington Church will 
have a chili cook-off fellowship 
from 6-9 p.m. on Dec. 13.

Members will present the 
Christmas Cantata, “Bethle-
hem Joy,” at 11 a.m. on Dec. 
21. They’ll have a candlelight 
Christmas Eve service at 7:30 
p.m. 

Members of Redland 
Church, Rockville, gave 
$10,000 in Jan. towards the fi rst 
ever Habitat for Humanity 
House in Montgomery County. 

Starting this month, the church 
has been helping to provide 
the manpower to build the 
house.  

Potomac Association

The Potomac Association 
celebrated its 40th anniversary 
in Oct.  

Trinity Church, Waldorf, 
will present the musical “The 
Christmas Shoes” on Dec. 14 
and 15. Tickets are free but 
must be reserved through the 
church offi ce. 

Prince George’s Associa

Faith Church, Laurel, 
kicked off a new Awana pro-
gram on Wednesday nights 
this fall. The fi rst session 
brought 60 children.

First Church, Capitol 
Heights, will host the asso-
ciation’s annual Christmas 
celebration on Dec. 14. Choirs, 
soloists, instrumentalists, 
dance and step teams, mimes 
and other Christian artists will 
participate.  

First Church, Laurel, will 
present “Home for Christmas” 
with the adult and children’s 
choirs and an orchestra at 3 
and 6:30 p.m. on Dec. 13 and 
14. 

First Church, Savage, will 
elaborately recreate the town of 
Bethlehem on Dec. 19, 20 and 
21. Members build the town 
and play parts as if watching 
the wonders of Christ’s birth. 
Live animals roam. Even an-
gels appear.  

There’s no charge for the 
event but donations of food 
and non-perishables will be 
accepted for the church’s food 
pantry. About 700 visitors at-
tended last year. 

Forestville Church, Dis-
trict Heights, hosted the asso-
ciation’s family night out with 
a dinner and movie. The movie 
shown was “The Climb,” a 
Billy Graham feature.

Whitehall Church, Ac-
cokeek, will have its annual 
Christmas dinner on Dec. 6. 
The church is participating in 
Angel Tree this year, purchas-
ing gifts for prisoners’ families.

Whitehall had a kids’ craft 
shop on Dec. 7 for children 
to make special homemade 
Christmas gifts. The church is 
participating with the angel 
tree program. 

Deacons sponsored a soup 
supper on Thanksgiving eve.

The church’s seniors group, 
“Jolly Timers,” and the youth 
group, “Jesus Jammers,” will 
work together to present the 
play “S.O.C.C.E.R Team” at 6 
p.m. on Dec. 14. The program is 
about young people not learn-
ing Christmas carols anymore. 
The intergenerational program 
features rap, traditional carols 
and some new music. 

Susquehanna Association

Members of Calvary 
Church, Bel Air, took gen-
tly used and new gifts to the 
Mariners Nursing Home for a 
“Shoppers Bonanza,” allow-
ing the nursing home residents 
to shop for their families for 
Christmas. The ladies will have 
a Christmas cookie exchange 
this month with taste testing 
and recipe sharing.

In spite of intermittent rain, 
the car show sponsored by 
First Church, North East, was 
a huge success, resulting in ten 
people getting saved and un-
known seeds planted. 

Towne Church, Joppa, cel-
ebrated its 40th anniversary on 
Oct. 31.

Western Association

Grace Church, Cumber-
land, celebrated its 70th an-
niversary on Oct. 12. Church 
members Mary Hosken and 
Mary Robb were honored as 
charter members and Valena 
Hager was honored as the fi rst 
baby on the cradle roll. 

Grace Church joined Sec-
ond Church, Cumberland, for 
a joint Thanksgiving service.  

Obituary
 
Retired pastor Calvin 

Hudson died on November 
7.  Hudson served for many 
years at Second and Fourth 
Church, Baltimore. 

ALPHARETTA, Ga.— 
Three missionaries with ties 
to Maryland or Delaware have 
been appointed by the North 
American Mission Board.

Patrick J. and Jill L. Len-
gel serve in Milford, Del., 
where Patrick is a church plant-
er intern and pastor.

Lengel, who grew up 
in West Columbia, S.C., is a 
graduate of the University 
of South Carolina at Colum-
bia and Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He has 
been working to start the new 
church since February of this 
year. Earlier he served as pas-
tor of Holly Grove Church 
in Spring Hope, N.C., and as 
youth minister for First Church 
of Williston, S.C.

Jill Lengel, a Delaware na-
tive, is a graduate of Lancaster 
Bible College in Lancaster, 
Penn., and Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, where 
she received the M.Div. degree 
in women’s studies. She has 
worked as a switchboard op-
erator, childcare teacher, camp 
teacher and camp counselor.

The Lengels have one 
daughter, Mackenzie, who will 
be 2 on Dec. 31.

Jamie D. Morgan serves 
as a missionary in Ocean City, 
Md. She works with Baptist Stu-
dent Unions on several college 
campuses, as well as in resort 
ministry during the summers 
on the beaches of Maryland and 
Delaware. The resort ministry 
includes outreach to area fi sher-
men and lifeguards, Backyard 
Bible Clubs and other ministries 
for children. She was appointed 
under the US/C-2 program, in 
which young adults complete 
two years of missions service in 
the United States or Canada.

Morgan, who considers 
Glenn Heights, Texas, her home-
town, is a graduate of The Uni-
versity of Texas at Arlington and 
Southwestern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary. She has previous 
experience as a legal secretary, 
retail sales clerk and youth in-
tern from Southwest Church 
in DeSoto, Texas. She also has 
served as a student missionary 
in Dural, Australia; Keller, Tex-
as; and Rembau, Malaysia.

NAMB missionaries appointed with ties to 

Maryland and Delaware

Jill L. Lengel

Jamie D. Morgan

Arundel

Baltimore

Blue Ridge

Eastern

Delaware

Mid-Maryland

Potomac

Montgomery

Western

Susquehanna

Prince George’s
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By Joyce Jackson
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. — It 
started with a prayer, “God, 
how can we reach people in 
unique ways?” The answer took 
Kevin Marsico on a journey 
with God, a path leading to 
new ministry opportunities and 
to church planting. 

The journey continued this 
November when Marsico joined 
the BCM/D staff as consultant 
for church planting and new 
church development. This posi-
tion was necessitated by the 
boom of new churches spread-
ing across the mid-Atlantic re-
gion. Marsico came to BCM/D 
fresh from the church planting 
trenches. 

David Jackson, BCM/D 
church planting consultant, 
welcomes Marsico with antici-
pation of a growing movement. 
“For us to keep pace in re-
sourcing church planters, their 
families and new congregations 
effectively, there was a need to 
add someone to the team. Who 

better than one of our most ef-
fective church planters who has 
been a part of our system all 
along,” he said.

Marsico and his wife 
Sandy, both from Maryland, 
intuitively know the nuances of 
this region. Marsico served in 
the Marine Core Reserves and 
studied economics before earn-
ing his theology degree.

Later, while a youth minis-
ter in Catonsville, he was struck 
by the story of a church in Slo-
venia. By starting Bible studies 
on each fl oor of an apartment 
building and then bringing all 
of the groups together for larger 
worship, a church was born. 
Marsico said the idea was so 
simple, yet so powerful that he 
prayed asking God to reveal 
new ways of reaching the lost.

God began to answer that 
prayer as Montrose Church, 
Rockville,  contacted Marsico 
with an unusual invitation. 
Montrose needed a leader who 
could revitalize and revamp 
their youth group. They asked 
him to take on the challenge 

with the understanding that 
the church would then support 
him for two years as he began 
a new church. Marsico said he 
loved the idea of working with 
Montrose which had at least 64 
different cultural groups and 
fi ve ethnic congregations repre-
sented within the congregation. 

God was already working 
on the new church. Retired 
police offi cer, Donald Freitag, 
began to pray for a church com-
mitted to reaching the lost in 
his community. Prayers were 
answered once again when 
NorthStar Community Church, 
sponsored by Montrose, 
launched worship services on 
Easter Sunday 2001. Marsico 
describes the young church as a 
group of ordinary people from 
an ordinary community who 
have come together to share in 
a God-sized ministry.

Only three months after 
their fi rst service the church 
sponsored a mission trip to 
Guatemala. NorthStar contin-
ues to go and to give extraor-
dinarily to the Guatemalan 

mission, to the Cooperative 
Program and to Legacy of Faith 
with at least 25% of their recent 
offerings going directly to sup-
port missions. Marsico said that 
the church has experienced 
God’s stewardship principles 
fi rst hand. As they have given, 
God has blessed and met their 
every need.

When asked why he choos-
es to invest his life in church 
planting, Marsico responded, 
“We support church planting 
because we have a biblical man-
date to reach people for Christ. 
I seek to equip church plant-
ers to fulfi ll this mandate. The 
most effective means to reach 
lost people is through the as-
sociation and cooperation of the 
believers in churches. I believe 
that SBC churches cooperate 
together better than any other 
organization. I want to build 
relationships between pastors 
and church planters. I pray that 
from within our churches a 
new wave of leaders will come 
forward to launch the next gen-
eration of churches.”
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By Iris White
Associate Editor

WALDORF, Md. — Stick-
pins on three county wall maps 
immediately capture the atten-
tion and imagination of anyone 
visiting the offi ce of Potomac 
Association. The pins depict the 
locations of all church members 
color-coded by church. Through 
this visual presentation, it is 
immediately apparent where 
churches are located and where 
their members live. Richard 
Logsdon, director of missions, 
uses this approach to help 
churches develop a strategy for 
reaching their communities and 
planting new churches. 

Craig Wilson, assistant 
executive director from the Vir-
ginia Baptist Mission Board and 
staff liaison to the North Amer-
ican Mission Board, is working 
with the association to conduct 
this research. 

“We are doing a study of 
each church’s ministry area 
to help them understand the 
makeup of their community 
through demographic studies, 
interpretation and county/state 
growth projections,” Logsdon 
said. “We have a big responsi-
bility because of the growth in 
the area. We don’t want to miss 
this opportunity!”

“Wilson developed the pro-
cess for gathering the data and 
interpreting it for the individual 
churches,” Logsdon contin-
ued. “Five pastors and I were 
trained and the pastors are each 
responsible for fi ve churches. 
They will meet with each pastor 
and discuss their community.” 
The information will be shared 
publicly at the semi-annual as-
sociation meeting in April 2004.

“Since the association is 
located in such a fast grow-
ing area, we want to be inten-

tional with church planting. We 
started an institute for training 
African American church plant-
ers through the North American 
Mission Board, accredited by 
New Orleans Theological Semi-
nary,” Logsdon said. Jim Pow-
ell, pastor of Christian Family 
Church, serves as the institute 
director.

In Jan. 2003, The Center, 
a church plant, was begun for 
young married couples with 
help from Dunkirk Church. 
Members of The Center leased a 
large facility with approximate-
ly 5,000 square feet, open seven 
days a week from 9 a.m.-9 p.m. 

“It was a struggle to fi nd a 
large space in a good location, 
but the Lord provided,” Den-
nis Felder, pastor of The Center, 
said. 

The association recently 
began a Hispanic plant, Minis-
try of Love in Christ, in Lusby. 
They meet in Southern Calvert 
Church, which is the sponsor-
ing church. In June, they called 
their fi rst full time pastor, Ro-
lando Castro, from Costa Rica. 
A Hispanic women’s Bible study 
meets in St. Mary’s County at 
Lexington Park Church.

Potomac Association is 
made up of churches in three 
counties, Calvert, Charles and 
St. Mary’s. Organized in 1963 
with seven churches and two 
missions, it now consists of 30 
churches and missions. Roots 
of the association go back even 
further. Nanjemoy Church con-
stituted in 1793 when George 
Washington was president and 
is the oldest continually meet-
ing church in Maryland. It is 
also one of the oldest churches 
sponsoring new work.

Val Ham, Lexington Park, is 
the missions team leader. In Oct. 
of this year, one mission team 
went to Moldova and a second 

team made a pre-visit trip to 
Mexico to survey the area, 
make connections with poten-
tial churches and missions and 
make arrangements for a trip to 
Puebla, Mexico, next summer. 
A third team also went in Oct. 
from Lexington Park Church to 
Puebla to continue work on a 
new church building they have 
been working on for the past 
three years.

The missions team also 
ministered to victims of the 
tornado that ripped through 
the center of the association 
last year. Richard Gold, Grace 
Church, Bryans Road, coordi-
nates Disaster Relief under the 
leadership of Ellen Udovich, 
BCM/D lay mobilization con-
sultant. The team assisted by 
providing 17,000 meals, clear-
ing debris, grinding stumps 
and working with the county 
to help people get back into 
their homes. Christian Family 
Church, LaPlata, housed the 
feeding unit in their building 
for volunteers who were as-
sisting with relief work on the 
weekends (and during the week 

at fi rst). Support groups were 
established and are still active.

Nancy Hallock, member of 
Marbury, compiled a scrapbook 
of photos and newspaper arti-
cles from the tornado aftermath 
and the massive clean-up effort. 

When Hurricane Isabel hit, 
many waterfront facilities were 
destroyed. Emmanuel Church, 
Huntingtown, under the lead-
ership of Vic Simpson, pastor, 
set up a feeding unit with the 
assistance of Michigan Baptists. 
They fed people until the end of 
September.

In Aug., the association 
purchased a colonial home built 
in the 1940’s with approximately 
2,400 square feet to be used for 
their offi ces. They are currently 
in the permit process with the 
county.

Logsdon has served as di-
rector of missions for over 11 
years and Linda Berry recently 
celebrated her 10th anniversary 
as administrative assistant.

Richard and his wife, Freda, 
live in La Plata and have two  
children, Trish and Steve and an 
eight-year-old granddaughter.

Potomac Association seeks to understand the 

scope of each church’s influence

Kevin Marsico joins BCM/D church planting staff

Kevin Marsico

BCM/D’s new consultant 

for Church Planting

Richard Logsdon, Potomac Association director of missions, 

explained the significance of the colored stick pins on one of the 

wall maps. He explained how they are using the information to 

help churches understand their communities.
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One of the highlights of 
the Monday afternoon session 
was a testimony by the Hix-
son family who emotionally 
shared how 13 members of 
their family accepted Christ, 
one by one, after attending 
SonRise. 

In the president’s address, 
Tim Simpson, introduced by 
his father, Marvin Simpson, 
talked about James and John 
and their requests to sit on the 
right and left of Christ.

“For true greatness we 
need to aspire to serve others,” 
Simpson said. “Because He is 
in us, selfi shness decreases, 
service increases.”

Monday Evening
The BCM/D Chorale sang 

a pre-service mini-concert. 
The Baptist Singing Women 
and the Baptist Singing Men 
provided the special music. 
Susquehanna Association 
director of missions, Dan 
Sheffi eld, provided the theme 
interpretation ”Celebrating 
Life in the Family through En-
couraging One Another.” Shef-
fi eld used Ephesians 4:29 as a 
reference and shared several 
personal insights.

Business
During the fi rst election of 

offi cers, James Nichols, pastor 
of Faith Church, Glen Burnie, 
made a motion to re-elect Tim 
Simpson as BCM/D president. 
With no opposition, Simpson 
was reelected unanimously. 
He is the senior pastor of 
Greenridge Church, Clarks-
burg.

In the third history 
vignette, Mel Pride, BCM/D 
director of strategic planning 
and church/minister relations, 
shared about ministries 
that have been encouraged 
and funded by the BCM/D 
through the ages. 

Partnership Reports
Rick Hancock, BCM/D 

evangelism/partnership con-
sultant, reported on partner-
ship missions. Hancock said 
the Mississippi partnership 
ends in 2004. 

Mal Utleye, pastor of 
Hockessin Church, reported 
on the Delaware Association’s 
partnership with Moldova. 
Utleye returned recently from 
a medical evangelism mission 
trip to the country where he 
and others ministered to 1,200 

people both physically and 
spiritually. 

John McDonald, a layman 
from North Harford Church, 
Jarrettsville, shared about 
the Middle East partnership, 
encouraging Maryland/
Delaware Baptists to get in-

volved by praying and maybe 
even going. Bookmarks about 
the cities in the country and 
specifi c ways to pray are being 
produced soon. The goal is to 
get at least 10 churches to com-
mit to pray for a specifi c city.

Dan Sheffi eld reported 
that BCM/D completed its 
third year of a six year part-
nership with Puebla, Mexico. 
Over 1,000 professions of 
faith were made and 10 new 
churches started as a result of 
the partnership so far.

Delaware Association 
director of missions, Jim 
McBride, shared about the 
Scotland partnership. Peter 
Williams, director of the Bap-
tist Union of Scotland, gave 
an overview of 
what the country 
and people of 
Scotland are like 
and how we can 
help. “Though 
our cultures, 
backgrounds and 
resources are dif-
ferent, we can 
have unity with-
out uniformity,” 
he said.

Williams, on 
behalf of the Bap-
tist Union of Scot-
land and BCM/D 
executive director, 
David Lee, on 
behalf of the con-
vention, signed a partnership 
agreement. Then Williams 
presented Lee with a tartan tie 
and gave Lee’s wife, Sherry, a 
matching scarf.

BCM/D Staff Presentation
Ken Jordan distributed 

magnets for “Hope for Home” 
to remind church members to 
pray for families and said 15 
consultants are trained and 
available to help with family 
ministry in churches.

David Jackson reported a 
record setting 40 new churches 
started in 2003, including works 
in all 11 associations. He intro-
duced the new BCM/D church 
planting consultant, Kevin 
Marsico, church planter/pastor 
of NorthStar Community 

Church in New Market, Md.
Sherry Lee introduced a 

new event for ministers’ fami-
lies, the Minister’s Family Get-
away, in a video presentation 
narrated by Ken White.

Tom Rodgerson, BCM/D 
ministers counseling and sup-
port consultant, reminded 
ministers of the counseling 
services made available to them 
through BCM/D.

Thom Thornton showed a 
video highlighting CONNECT 
for youth, 2004 Youth Evange-
lism Conference.

Mel Pride, director of 
strategic planning, introduced 
the Acts2Centre for Ministry 
Equipping, a customized ap-
proach to learning for leaders, 
pastors and potential leaders. 
The Centre will offer its fi rst 
classes in January 2004.

Executive Director’s Annual 
Message*

In David Lee’s message, 
“The Jury is Still Out,” he talk-
ed about the ship of dreams – 
the Titanic, its beauty, strength 
and its ultimate failure. When 
Lee fi rst joined the BCM/D 
staff, he asked some key lead-
ers what he needed to know 
and do in order to be effective. 
Lee recalled the conversation, 
“A leader responded, ‘Person-
ally, I believe that the state con-
vention is a Titanic.’ He went 
on to express his feelings about 
state convention work. It was 
not a pretty picture!”

“Obviously, I was not dis-
suaded by his assessment. 
Once in a while, however, I 
will read or see something that 
makes me wonder whether or 
not he was right. It has been a 
challenging year for denomi-
national entities. IMB has cut 
missionary positions. NAMB 
has cut staff and scaled back 
programs. Several state con-

ventions have had to cut staff. 
We, too, got off to a tough start 
fi nancially in 2003. Praise the 
Lord. We have recovered. And 
as you heard in the reports, 
God has blessed in spite of 
what we have experienced eco-
nomically.

“It has been a wake up call 
to all of us. In fact, the verdict 
is not in on our future. The de-
cisions and choices you and I 
make in the next days, months 
and years will determine 
whether or not ours is a Titanic 
journey,” Lee said.

“Incidentally, I did re-
spond to that BCM/D leader 
who called our convention a 
Titanic,” Lee continued. “My 
exact words were these, ‘I do 
not believe we are the Titanic. I 

believe we are better described 
as a large aircraft carrier. It may 
take us awhile, but if we can 
get turned into the wind, we 
can launch some mighty King-
dom fi re power!’”

Tuesday Morning
Tim Levert, pastor of 

Crossroads Church, Odenton, 
and the Crossroads praise 
band, led the worship on Tues-
day morning.

Fred Nuguid, pastor of 
Philippine International Bible 
Church, Olney, presented the 
theme interpretation – “Cel-
ebrating Life in the Family 
through Walking by Faith.” 
Nuguid shared some history of 
evangelism in the Philippines 
and how he personally came to 
know Christ.

“I’m a product of your 
faithfulness,” Nuguid said. It 
was a Maryland/Delaware mis-
sionary who led him to Christ.

Kenny Heath, director 
of missions of Western 
Association, presented a 
monologue of William Crane 
in the fourth history vignette. 
Crane, an active layman in 
Baptist mission work, was 
instrumental in establishing 
the Maryland Baptist Union 
Association, African-American 
work, a fund for retired 
ministers, and was a strong 
supporter of Sunday school 
in Maryland, which became 
the basis for the state’s church 
growth.

Tracie Grow, a member of 
Fenwick Island Church shared 
her testimony about how 
she came to know the Lord 
through the witness of her hus-
band.

Business
In the business session, By-

ron Day, pastor of Emmanuel 
Church, Laurel, made a mo-

tion to re-elect Robert 
Anderson, pastor 
of Colonial Church, 
Randallstown, as fi rst 
vice-president. An-
derson, unopposed, 
was reelected unani-
mously.

Wayne Kempson, 
president of the Gen-
eral Mission Board 
and pastor of First 
Church, Waldorf, pre-
sented several recom-
mendations, which 
were approved. 
•     The fi rst recom-
mendation was to 
approve the second 
reading of a change to 

Article III, Section 2 on Mem-
bership in the BCM/D constitu-
tion. The revised wording is 
below:

Each cooperating Baptist 
church will be entitled to 
two (2) messengers; each 
cooperating church exceed-
ing fi fty (50) members 
will then be given one 
additional messenger for 
each additional fi fty (50) 
members or part thereof; or 
one additional messenger 
for each $750 contributed 
to the work of this Conven-
tion through the Coop-
erative Program until the 
maximum of thirty (30) is 
reached.

BCM/D’s homecoming celebration...
continued from page one

continued on page six

The Skycroft Conference Center’s registration building was re-

named, “Barnes Reception Center.” Laura and Charles Barnes and 

David Lee view the screen after Charles Barnes was bestowed the 

honor of “executive director emeritus.” 

David Lee recognizes John Faris (left) and Bobby 

Waddail (center) for 15 and 25 years, respectively, of 

faithful service to BCM/D.

“We are in the 

truth business,” 

David Olford told 

ministers at the 

Pastor’s conference 

on Monday morning 

before the BCM/D 

Annual meeting began 

on Nov. 10, 2003. 

Olford is president 

of Olford Ministries 

International. “Too 

many times the 

truth gets lost in the 

discussion of history, 

dust and details,” 

Olford said.

Throughout the 

morning session, 

Olford encouraged 

pastors about the 

importance of 

expository preaching, 

sermon preparation 

and delivery. He 

explained that 

“expository preaching 

is a spiritual 

experience. Pastors 

must rely on the Holy 

Spirit to do the work. 

One can be a great 

speaker, but not an 

authentic biblical 

preacher.” Olford said.

*Dr. Lee’s message 

can be read in 

its entirety at 

www.yourbcmd.org.
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• The second recommenda-
tion concerned annual recom-
mendations, which included 
the following: 
1) That each church be en-

couraged to promote 
our worldwide ministry 
through the Cooperative 

Program by observing 
Cooperative Program Day 
in April and Cooperative 
Program Month in Octo-
ber; 

2) That each church be chal-
lenged to adopt a budget 
in which a specifi c per-
centage of the total bud-
get be given through the 
Cooperative Program and 
to the local association 
and that this percentage 
be increased annually. 
Churches are encouraged 
to begin with an allocation 
of at least 10% of their total 
budget for the Cooperative 
Program and at least 5% to 
the association; 

3) That we approve the fol-
lowing special seasons 
of prayer and offerings: 
Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering for International 
Missions, Annie Arm-
strong Easter Offering for 
North American Missions, 
Mother’s Day Offering 
for Baptist Family and 
Children’s Services and 
the Maryland/Delaware 
Missions Offering; 

4) That our churches be en-
couraged to support the 
Legacy of Faith campaign 
to provide funds for new 
church starts; and 

5) That our churches be 
challenged to send 
BaptistLIFE to every 
member of their church. 
This free subscription is 
the best source of infor-
mation, inspiration and 
encouragement concerning 
our cooperative mission as 
Maryland/Delaware Bap-
tists. 

• The third recommenda-
tion was to approve the 2004 
Skycroft budget of $1,458,936 
and the BCM/D budget of 
$6,426,259.
• The fourth recommenda-
tion was to adopt the BCM/D 
Operating Document. Mes-
sengers spoke for and against 
the document, specifi cally in 
its affi rmation of churches that 
adopt the “Baptist Faith and 

Message 2000 or 1963 or other 
similar statement in accord 
with the beliefs expressed in 
those Southern Baptist docu-
ments.”

Henry Green, Heritage 
Church, Annapolis, said the 
Operating Document does not 

“enlarge the tent but encloses 
the tent.” Green called the 
document, “a document of di-
vision, not unity.”

Keith Koch, pastor of Unit-
ed Church, said the document 
doesn’t take away a church’s 
autonomy, but provides a 
guideline of who we are and 
what we’re about. “Any church 
can go with it or not. They’re 
free to do what they choose,” 
Koch said. “You have to have 
some sort of guideline of 
what’s a dog and what’s a cat 
and what’s a Baptist and what 
isn’t.”

Don Satterwhite, pastor of 
Middle River Church, Balti-
more, proposed an amendment 
to strike the words “or similar 
statement…“ from the docu-
ment. The amendment was 
debated and failed.

After much discussion, 
messengers ap-
proved the Op-
erating Docu-
ment.

Other Business
Mel Pride, 

BCM/D direc-
tor of strategic 
planning and 
consultant 
for church/
minister rela-
tions, presented 
the Christian 
Life and Public 
Affairs report. 

Marshall 
Coffman pre-
sented David 
Lee with a 
check for 
$158,189.12 
from the Bap-
tist Foundation 
to be used for 
church starts 
and strengthening existing 
churches.

Bob Gerstmyer, director of 
Baptist Family and Children’s 
Services reported a one percent 
increase in charitable gifts this 
year, which is impressive, he 
said, considering most chari-
table organizations are down 

about 11% in giving. Gerstmyer 
shared about a new program, 
“The Good Samaritan Net-
work” for churches to partner 
with BF&CS to minister to 
families.

Aquilla Smith reported 
that WMU is changing and 

staying relevant to 
today’s changing 
world. Smith high-
lighted established 
and new programs 
sponsored by 
WMU.

Resolutions 
Committee Report

Messengers 
unanimously ap-
proved the fi ve res-
olutions submitted 
by the resolutions 
committee:*

Resolution 
One – On The 
Family. 

Resolution 
Two – In Support 
of the Boy Scouts 
of America. 

Resolution 
Three – On Gam-
bling. 

Resolution Four – On Ho-
mosexual Behavior and Same-
Sex Marriages. 

Resolution Five – On An-
nuitants. 

Recognition of New Ministers 
and BCM/D Staff

Lee invited all new min-
isters to introduce themselves. 
He also recognized two BCM/
D staff members, John Faris 
and Bobby Waddail, for faith-
ful service. Faris has served 
the convention for 15 years and 
currently serves as director of 
fi nance/treasurer and director 
of the Baptist Foundation of 
MD/DE. Waddail has minis-
tered to college students for 25 
years and is currently serving 
at Towson University and Uni-
versity of Maryland (Baltimore 
County).

Miscellaneous Business
Franklin Perry, chairman 

of the Order of Business com-
mittee, announced that the 
2004 annual meeting will be 
held at the Sheraton in Dover, 
Del., on Nov. 15-16. Wayne 
Kempson will preach the an-
nual sermon with William 
Warren, pastor of Allen Memo-

rial Church, Salisbury, as the 
alternate. Glenn Roscoe, minis-
ter of music at Colonial Church, 
Randallstown, will coordinate 
the music for the 2004 meeting. 
The 2005 annual meeting will 
be held at the Sheraton in Tow-
son, Md., on Nov. 14-15.

Messengers voted to make 
a change to the Baptist Founda-
tion by-laws, expanding the 
trustee board to include one 
member from every associa-
tion. 

Tuesday Afternoon
Marvis Moore, music/

worship leader at Mt. Calvary 
Church, Lanham, led the choir 
in praise and worship at the 
Tuesday afternoon session. 

Charles Cato, pastor of Mt. 
Calvary Church, presented the 
fi nal theme interpretation of 
the meeting – “Celebrating Life 
in the Family through Antici-
pating our Future.” Cato told 
messengers to celebrate while 
we wait on God – before, dur-
ing and after the trials of life.

In the fi nal history 
vignette, Isaac Sterling and 
Darryl Fitch of El Bethel 
Church, Fort Washington, 
characterized Noah Davis 
and Joseph Harden, the fi rst 
African American missionaries 
to represent the convention. 

Messengers received 
reports from the Ethics & Re-
ligious Liberty Commission; 
the International and North 
American Mission Boards, the 
Annuity Board, the Executive 
Committee, LifeWay and the 
SBC seminaries. 

Business
Ken Cadematori, pastor of 

Mason Dixon Church, nominat-
ed James Moore as second vice-
president. Moore, Cadematori 
said, has ministered more than 
50 years as a pastor and evan-
gelist and has been active in 
missions and church planting. 
He currently pastors Hampden 
Church, Baltimore. Moore was 
elected unanimously.

  Gayle Clif-
ton, pastor of 
Olney Church 
and Bill George, 
pastor of Kens-
ington Church, 
were re-elected 
as recording 
secretary and 
assistant record-
ing secretary, 
respectively.

Annual Sermon
Harold 

Phillips, pas-
tor of Pleasant 
View Church, 
Port Deposit, 
challenged 
messengers to 
know their task. 
Phillips said we 
live in an age of 
prosperity that 
has caused peo-

ple to want to get rather than 
give. Even as we lead others to 
Christ, we tell what a person 
will get when he becomes a 
Christian. “A person should 
become a Christian because 
Jesus died and deserves wor-
ship, not because of what He’s 
given, but because of who He 
is,” Phillips said.

BCM/D’s homecoming celebration...

Marshall Coffman, president of the Baptist Foundation, presents 

David Lee, on behalf of the convention, a check for $158,189.12.

continued from page five

Harold Phillips, pastor 

of Pleasant View, Port 

Deposit, preaches the 

annual sermon.

The BCM/D Chorale, under director Bob Simpson, gave a mini-concert before the Monday 

evening session. The chorale is made up of music leaders throughout the multi-state 

convention.

*Resolutions 

can be read in 

their entirety at 

www.yourbcmd.org.



OOur Father 
which art in heaven,

HHallowed be thy name.
TThy kingdom come.

TThy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven.

Is God’s Will
Reflected in Your

Last Will 
and Testament?
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Pay attention to stress, Bob Ryan tells wives

By Shannon Baker
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

OCEAN CITY, Md. — Be-
cause of their unique position, 
ministry wives are particu-
larly susceptible to stress, said 

Bob Ryan, and if not resolved, 
they’ll usually succumb to 
stress 16-18 months before their 
husbands even realize there’s a 
problem. 

By that time they will have 
completely isolated themselves. 

And when women reach 
this point – when they are 
physically, spiritually and 
physiologically burned out – 
they are distracted from God’s 
greatest purpose for their lives 
and they are disabled from do-
ing ministry, including minis-
try in the home, he said.

Ryan, a former military 
physician who served in 
Vietnam and is currently the 

Strategic Cities Planning Coor-
dinator for the North American 
Mission Board, was the guest 
speaker for the “Uniquely 
His Design” Ministers’ Wives 
Brunch on Nov. 10. He used his 
experiences as a physician in 

shock trauma and as a pastor 
in urban environments to il-
lustrate the urgency of dealing 
constructively with the inevi-
table stress in ministry.

The biggest issue for minis-
try wives is depersonalization, 
Ryan told the capacity crowd, 
explaining that many women 
tend to back away from others 
because they perceive that they 
cannot afford to have relation-
ships or to say what they really 
want to say in the context of the 
church.

He described the familiar 
scenario. The pastor-husband 
comes home offended from 
a deacons’ meeting. The wife 

wants to comfort him, but the 
complicated man is not yet 
open to comfort. The adoring 
wife wants to defend him at 
the church, but in their best 
interests – “if I say what I really 
think, they’ll blame him for my 
behavior”– she decides to keep 
quiet. She shuts down. 

Meanwhile, she is often the 
busiest person in the church, 
fi lling in positions that need to 
be fi lled in and otherwise meet-
ing needs. Over time, she burns 
out and burns up. She begins to 
isolate. “The longer she stays in 
isolation, the more comfortable 
it becomes,” Ryan said.

Often the “pastor’s pastor” 
is the wife and she bears the 
brunt of all his frustrations, 
worries and concerns, he fur-
ther acknowledged. Conceding 
that it is “very unfair,” Ryan 
noted that wives often discern 
danger before their spouses do.

“Don’t stop saying, ‘Watch 
out!’” he exclaimed. “You may 
not think your husband is lis-
tening to you, but he is.”

He added, “Sometimes it 
takes two weeks to get it, but 
he does hear you.”

Ryan pointed out that, 
ideally, the “pastor’s pastor” 
should be the church itself, 
which seeks to minister to the 
pastor and his family as much 
as the family is ministering to 
them. 

In the absence of that 
healthy relationship, he encour-
aged both partners to seek out 
friends who understand their 
lives and lifestyles, who share 
family experiences and who al-
low such intimacy.

Ryan also encouraged min-

istry families to look for burn-
out and to seek help before it 
takes over their lives. 

He offered three signs of 
burnout. The fi rst is compulsive 
behaviors, such as overeating, 
overspending or workaholism. 
The second is sleep deprivation, 
whether it occurs as a physi-
cal phenomenon or emotional 
distraction, often as a result of 
overworking or an inability to 
let go of things. The third is the 
evidence of relationship barri-
ers (the lack of true friendships 
and concentrated times with 
family).

“Being healthy has to be 
intentional,” Ryan said. “And it 
takes time. When was the last 
time that you and your family 
spent four to seven days alone, 
undistracted?”

To deter stress, one must 
pause, he said. 

One must also purge or go 
through the process of defi n-
ing what is going on in his or 
her life and what should be 
changed. “So often in ministry, 
priorities become changed. 
What was your original call? 
What are you really passionate 
about?” he asked.

“Others do not have the 
right to own your obedient 
priorities to God,” he said. “Are 
you living in bondage to some-
one or something else’s priori-
ties instead of being obedient 
to God?”

To deter stress, one must 
proceed intentionally with 
what God wants for them to do. 

“You are unique, called, 
and gifted; be who you are, not 
what somebody else wants you 
to be.”

HelpMeet is a newsletter specifically designed for ministers’ 

wives. It was published for the first time as a back page in this 

issue of BaptistLIFE. If you are a minister’s wife and your name 

is not on the mailing list, please call (800) 466-5290 x261.

Are You Prepared?
Nothing brings more comfort, peace and joy to Christians than 
to know that we have honored God by providing for our loved 
ones while advancing the cause of Christ with our material 
resources. However, while many Christians practice week-by-
week or monthly stewardship, research has repeatedly shown 
that as many as 8 out of 10 Christians do not have a valid Last 
Will and Testament. Christian Stewardship does not end at the 
graveside. 

A carefully drafted Will can:
• Control your property including its management, 

accumulation and distribution.
• Allow you to leave explicit instructions for the care of 

your loved ones including protective trusts for your 
surviving spouse, parents, young children, special needs 
children, adult children or grandchildren.

• Keep your affairs private and confidential.
• Provide federal and state estate tax planning.
• Continue your giving patterns by supporting Baptist 

causes in perpetuity.

The Baptist Foundation of MD/DE is ready to help you 
personally in this highly specialized area of charitable estate 
planning. Also, we can offer your church or group a special 
presentation of our Christian Estate Stewardship Seminar. 

Your stewardship commitment, perhaps your greatest gift, 
deserves no less. If you want to realize your charitable estate 
planning goals by drafting a Christian Last Will and Testament 
or you want us to come to your church and provide an estate 
planning seminar, contact Conrad Burch or John Faris at the 
Baptist Foundation of MD/DE today. Our toll free number is 
800-466-5290.

We Can Help!

Tim Simpson and 

Larry Steen, pastor of 

Westminster Church, 

hold up their ballots 

during a vote on the 

resolution regarding 

annuitants at BCM/D’s 

annual meeting.
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BaptistLIFE unveils new cartoon in 2004
By Vivian Phillips

BaptistLIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. — De-
spite the unpopularity of ro-
dents, particularly when they 
are multiplying freely in your 
abode, the mouse is 
an endearing car-
toon character. The 
old adage “as poor 
as a church mouse” 
seems to be familiar 
to everyone. 

Therefore, Eek!, 
the mouse who ekes 
out his living in the 
church, was born to 
BaptistLIFE.

Eek! the mouse 
was fi rst introduced 
to recipients of 
BaptistLIFE on the 
back page of the 
November issue. He 
also made a huge 
impact (for a mouse) 
at the BCM/D’s an-
nual meeting. A 
large standing fi gure 
of the cartoon character ac-
companied the BaptistLIFE 
booth. The poor church 
mouse shared chunks of his 
beloved cheese with meeting 
messengers and attendees. 
In addition, a two-minute 
multimedia presentation of 
the animated mouse continu-
ously played. Coloring books 

were given out, in hopes of 
attracting younger readers to 
BaptistLIFE. 

The artist and creator of 
Eek! is Todd Hampson. How-
ever, the new BCM/D contract 
worker gives credit to Editor 

Bob Simpson for requesting 
the cartoon, particularly one 
featuring a church mouse.

According to his creator, 
Eek! will offer the observa-
tions of a church mouse, like 
“a fl y on the wall,” spread 
news about BCM/D churches 
and “deal with theology in a 
simplifi ed, comical way.” 

The words and acts of the 
mouse will be drawn so that 
“kids will be able to under-
stand” while also containing a 
“deeper level for adults.” 

The name for the mouse, 
Eek!, is simply the scream 

most people make when 
they see such a furry, 
scurrying creature and 
the frightened sound 
of a tiny animal being 
confronted by a giant 
(person). 

Hampson was 
fi rst introduced to 
BaptistLIFE about six 
years ago when a close 
friend pointed out a 
classifi ed ad in the paper 
seeking a freelance il-
lustrator or graphic art-
ist. The artist contacted 
BaptistLIFE and did 
freelance work for the 
paper until he was hired 
as a contract worker this 
summer.

During his college 
years Hampson studied 

graphic design at Corcoran 
College of Art. He then con-
tinued his education at the 
University of Maryland where 
he earned a degree in art with 
a minor in art history. 

Hampson went on to work 
in the corporate world hold-
ing various visual media jobs 
such as graphic designer, lead 

designer and illustrator. For 
the past 12 years he was with 
the U.S. Department of the In-
terior, attaining a managerial 
position there.

It was while reading “The 
Purpose Driven Life,” by Rick 
Warren, on day 40 of the study 
that Hampson was offered the 
staff position at BaptistLIFE. 
Sensing this was an act of God 
to lead him to step out in faith, 
accept the job and create his 
own company, Hampson did 
just that. 

On the web at www.tnt-
studio.com, TNT Studios offers 
a 10% discount to churches 
and Christian ministries for 
the production of graphic 
design, art, illustrations and 
animation. 

An earlier tour of Big 
Idea Studio, where the Veg-
gieTales series is produced, 
had reawakened in Hampson 
a creative longing. He wished 
very much to use his art tal-
ent as a ministry, spreading 
the message of Christ in new 
and different ways, especially 
in animation. Examples of his 
work for the cause of Christi-
anity are prevalent on the TNT 
website.    

Hampson is married to 
Tracey and they have two chil-
dren, Daniel, age three, and 
Natalie who will be two on 
Christmas morning. 

By Shannon Baker
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

OCEAN CITY, Md. — The 
picture is grim. Since 1970, the 
number of people baptized 
in Southern Baptist churches 
has fl at-lined, despite the fact 
that the U.S. population has 
exploded in growth, said Bob 
Ryan. At the same time, there 
has been an explosion in the 
“church growth industry” with 
the production of a myriad 
of materials and resources to 
equip Christians to reach oth-
ers with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.

“Southern Baptists are 
good at putting publications 
and programs together, but 
resources, ideas and plans do 
not change a city,” said Ryan, 
Strategic Focus City Coordina-
tor for the North American 
Mission Board, during the Bap-
tist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware’s pre-convention ser-
mon on Nov. 9 in Ocean City, 
Md.

“There’s nothing we can do 
to impress the world anymore,” 
Ryan continued. “We can do 
all the right things at the right 
times, but if our churches are 
not healthy, holy or relational, it 
won’t work.”

He said, “Let Jesus loose in 
your church, and you’ll have to 
keep adding chairs!”

Drawing from Matthew 16, 
Ryan pointed to the “keys” of 
authority that Jesus gives to the 
church. “I believe that a part 
of what we‘re struggling with 
is understanding the authority 
of Jesus when He gave us the 
keys.” 

He identifi ed several ques-
tions that every church should 
consider when ascertaining 
whether they truly have ac-
cepted Jesus’ authority upon 
the church.

First, is the mountain 
of prayer at the center of the 
church? Every awakening 
has started with a few people 
who made prayer the prior-
ity of their lives, with many 
who refused to get up before 
God moved, he said. Ryan con-
trasted that with the average 
time a recent study indicated a 
pastor prayed daily: less than 
10 minutes.

Secondly, is the altar in 
the sanctuary? “Are we re-
ally pursuing holiness?” Ryan 
asked, noting that in the Old 

Testament, priests rever-
ently performed services 
after full preparation the 
night before. “They didn’t 
party the night before. The 
people didn’t bring sacri-
fi ces while hung-over,” he 
noted. “God is not going to 
move until we are holy.”

Thirdly, is the valley 
of penetrating broken-
ness invading our lives? 

“How long has it been since 
we’ve seen our altars fi lled 
with tears? Since we’ve wept 
over the lostness of our com-
munities?”

Healthy churches, Ryan 
said, have the rock of sacrifi ce 
at the door of worship and pil-
lars of leadership for spiritual 

obedience in place. “Every time 
God starts looking for a leader 
and there isn’t someone ready 
for the place, He will get some-
one else.

“Churches will not be 
ready for God unless leaders 
obey!” he stressed.

Next, is the cross stationed 
in front of all priorities at 
your church? Ryan asked. He 
noted that out of his 5,000-vol-
ume library, only three books 
had the word cross in the title. 
“Where is the preeminence of 
the cross that made everything 
possible?” he cried. “When we 
take the cross out of Christian-
ity, our faith is benign. We are 
no different from other faiths.”

Ryan also questioned, is 
the empty tomb placed in the 
life of every disciple? “When 
the empty tomb is in our lives, 
then God can make something 
out of nothing.”

He also noted that a basin 
and towel should be stationed 
at every door of the sanctu-
ary as a reminder of Jesus’ 
example of servanthood, and 
a fi gurative sledgehammer 
should break down every wall 
in the church. “We’ve built 
walls around Jesus and kept 
everyone out. We’ve built walls 
around ourselves and others. 
When did the church become 
defi ned by its property?”

Ryan concluded by ask-
ing the overarching question: 
“When God begins to do a 
God-sized thing, are we going 
to be healthy enough to handle 
it?” 

As he shook his car keys 
for all to hear, he prayed, 
“Lord, give us the courage to 
take Your keys and open the 
door to Your kingdom or give 
us the spiritual tenacity to get 
out of the way.”

“Get in or get out of the way,” Ryan urges leaders

Robert Anderson (left), BCM/D first vice president, welcomes 

Bob Ryan from NAMB to the pre-convention service on Sunday 

evening, Nov. 9.

“There’s 

nothing we can 

do to impress the 

world anymore,” 

Ryan continued. 

“We can do all the 

right things at the 

right times, but if 

our churches are 

not healthy, holy or 

relational, it won’t 

work.”

  — Bob Ryan

NAMB



Mission Rally volunteers 
dressed in a variety of cultural 
costumes. Volunteer Haewon 
Chun, a Towson University 
student, arrived from Korea 
just nine years ago. A senior, 
graduating with double majors 
in International Studies and 
Spanish, said, “I hope to 
serve as a short term mis-
sionary to Latin America 
before going on to graduate 
school.” A similar dedication 
showed on the faces of hun-
dreds of participants who at-
tended the two-day event.

Jerry Rankin, president 
of the International Mission 
Board, began his evening 
message challenging local 
churches to answer God’s 
call. “The Great Commis-
sion was given to every 
church, every believer and 
every denominational en-
tity,” Rankin said. “It is not 
the responsibility of the 
International Mission Board 
to do missions overseas on 
behalf of Southern Baptists. 
The IMB – as other denomi-
national entities – exists to 
assist churches and facilitate 
Kingdom growth around 
the world. Researchers iden-
tifi ed more than 2,000 dis-
tinct ethnic-linguistic people 
groups that have not yet 
heard the gospel,” Rankin 
continued. “A few years ago 
we began to ask churches 
to adopt unreached people 
groups…. The director of 
our prayer strategy offi ce 
has often said, ‘The battle for 
the nations will be won on 
the knees of God’s people; 
we send the missionaries 
in for the mopping up exer-
cises.’” 

Rankin challenged 
Christians to complete the 
Great Commission task 
of reaching every people 
group. He asked persons 
present to determine wheth-
er God has called them to 
pray, to give or to go.

Dan Moon, retired 
Asian National Consultant 
was instrumental in plan-
ning the mission rally blitz. 

 “It developed out of the 
church planting and spiri-
tual revival among Korean 
Southern Baptists in North 
America,” Moon said. “It 
also came from the mo-
mentum that IMB had with 
Korean-American Southern 
Baptists, who for a long pe-
riod of time have been left 
‘out of the loop’ because of 
the old policy that IMB had  
that excluded fi rst-genera-
tion Korean-Americans. 

“I believe every South-
ern Baptist has a calling and 
commitment to seek out and 
win the lost,” Moon contin-
ued. “In the past 30 years, 
Korean Southern Baptists in 
North America have been 
extremely blessed with vic-
tories and success stories. 
However, now they are be-
ing given new opportunities 
to reach out to all people 
groups globally.” 

Timothy Tae Hwan 
Park, Asian church planting 
missionary for BCM/D, was 
not surprised when 128 men 
and women surrendered 
to God’s call. He under-
stands the commitment of 

Korean Christians. Korea was 
untouched by the Gospel until 
the early 1900s when the fi rst 
missionaries left comfortable 
lives to bring news of eternal 
life to a people in need, Park 
explained. Today Korean Chris-

tians are very missions minded, 
he explained. They are eager to 
start new churches and to reach 
people still in darkness because 
they know the great debt they 
owe to Jesus and to the mission-
aries who sacrifi ced for them. 

Editors Note: Churches 
interested in adopting an un-

reached people group may 
contact IMB: Global Priority 

Network for information. E-mail: 
Globalpriority@imb.org or phone 

(877) 462-4721.

Global Mission hosts IMB rally
continued from page one
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By Tim Durkin

Last month, Baptist Fam-
ily outlined the Good 
Samaritan Network - a 

Christian response to the chal-
lenges facing families and com-
munities across Maryland and 
Delaware. We received an over-
whelming number of messages 
of interest and support from in-
dividuals and churches. People 
understand already the many 
challenges to raising a healthy 
family and creating healthy 
churches and communities. 

By connecting to the Good 
Samaritan Network, churches 
will multiply the effects of their 
existing outreach ministries, or 
create new and effective minis-
tries where none exist already. 
The Good Samaritan Network 
will add Baptist Family’s ex-

perience and labor to your 
church’s efforts and will give 
your congregation and the 
members of your church’s sur-
rounding community access to 
a growing array of ministries 
operated by BCM/D churches 
connected to the Good Samari-
tan Network.

The person administering 
this growing network is Shaw-
nee Huff. Her title at Baptist 
Family is “Good Samaritan 
Network Program Manager.” 
She is the point person for 
church and client contacts. I sat 
down with her in November to 
conduct an introductory inter-
view. 

Tim Durkin: Let’s talk 
about how you got started in 
social service.

Shawnee Huff: A career in 
social work began before I even 
graduated from high school 
(Sykesville, Md.). My dad al-
ways figured the Indians got 
a rough deal and it became so 
real to me that I chose a profes-
sion where I could help people. 
I went to seminary in the 70’s 
to do ”Christian Social Minis-
tries” but my husband, Alvin, 
and I worked in small churches 
until we moved back to Mary-
land in 1999. My social work 
and counseling experience has 
been in secular organizations 
except for the volunteer coun-
seling I have done through lo-
cal churches.

TD: You spent a great deal 
of time doing social work in 

West Virginia. What kinds 
of populations did you work 
with there?

SH: Before 
we moved back 
to Maryland 
we lived for 
15 years in 
eastern West 
Virginia. Where 
we lived was 
basically very 
rural, mountain-
ous, with small 
towns. Churches 
were often small 
as well. I worked 
in the local 
Mental Health 
Center provid-
ing case man-
agement and 
counseling to all populations 
and ages and needs. Mostly, 
that consisted of play therapy 
for young children, as well as 
substance abuse, marital diffi-
culty, emotional issues, mental 
illness and child rearing issues 
with families and singles. A lot 
of time was spent in advocacy 
for people in how to get the 
services they needed.

The first 9 months in 
Maryland I worked in Towson 
with BARC (Baltimore Asso-
ciation of Retarded Citizens) 
assisting clients who lived 
in the community with case 
management and advocacy 
and independent living skills.

Good Shepherd Center is 
a residential treatment pro-

gram for adolescent girls. As 
the Evening Shift Coordinator, 

for the last three years, 
I worked with the 
residents and the staff 
trying to make sure 
we provided the most 
therapeutic services 
possible, even dur-
ing crises, which was 
often. 

TD: Finally, what 
kinds of benefits do 
you see the Good 
Samaritan Network 
bringing to churches 
and their surrounding 
communities?

SH: I see the local 
church as being the 
change agent for the 
community in which 

God placed them, just as it was 
for the New Testament church.  
They often want to help their 
community but don’t know 
how to and feel overwhelmed 
as to where to start. This pro-
gram can assist churches in 
developing specific plans to 
assess the needs of their com-
munity and then to plan how 
to reach those needs. The pro-
gram provides the training 
and follow-up necessary to the 
church or community to pro-
vide several levels of service, 
from quick, immediate help to 
more long term, life changing 
interventions in all areas of life.

Contact Shawnee Huff at 
410-872-1050 ext. 103, or email 
shuff@baptistfamily.org.

No conflict between social ministry and evangelism

Good Samaritans In Action

Continuing our series highlighting churches 
embodying Christ’s command to be Good 
Samaritans in today’s world, we want to highlight 
two churches that reached out at Thanksgiving 
this year.

Both South Columbia Church and Elkridge 
Church provided Thanksgiving baskets of food 
and other necessities to families identified by 
Baptist Family. There is no more fundamental and 
powerful way to reach out to a family in need 
than through a loving gift of food at the holidays. 
Both churches have made this a tradition at 
holiday time, and they set a fine example of Good 
Samaritans in action.

By Bob Gerstmyer

It’s the day after the annual 
meeting of the BCM/D. I am 
sitting at my desk reflect-

ing on the testimonies at the 
meeting of several people who 
have recently become Chris-
tians. What a powerful effect 
they had on those of us who 
heard them. We, as Baptists in 
Maryland/Delaware, believe 
that winning people to Christ 
is what we are to be about. 
Those testimonies verified our 
beliefs. On the other hand, for 
one who has spent the bulk of 

his ministry in what we would 
call “social ministry” it stirs up 
again the supposed controversy 
between social responsibility 
and evangelism. 

I’ve recently read a paper 
produced by the Lausanne 
Committee for World Evange-
lization entitled “Evangelism 
and Social Responsibility: An 
Evangelical Commitment.” 
Among other things, the paper 
addresses how our evangelistic 
and social responsibilities are 
joined in at least three ways.

First, one of the conse-
quences of evangelism is social 

activity. Paul tells us  (Galatians 
5:6) that “faith works through 
love.” James says (James 2:18) 
“I will show you my faith by my 
works.” The Apostle John re-
ports that God’s love within us 
will overflow in helping our 
needy brothers and sisters (I 
John 3:16-18).

Furthermore, in addition to 
being a consequence of evange-
lism, social responsibility is one 
of evangelism’s principle aims. 
Titus 2:14 says that Jesus Christ 
gave himself for us to redeem 
us from all iniquity and to “pu-
rify for himself a people of his own 

who are zealous for good deeds.” 
Paul tells us that through the 
gospel we are “created in Christ 
Jesus for good works which God 
prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them.” Good 
works are an indispensable 
evidence of salvation (James 2:
14-26).

Secondly, social activity can 
become a bridge to evangelism. 
It helps to open doors to the 
bearing of good news by break-
ing down prejudice and sus-
picion. Jesus often performed 
works of mercy before preach-
ing the gospel. He fed the hun-
gry, healed the sick and com-
forted the bereaved and outcast. 
He was then able to move to 
their deeper need concerning 
their relationship to God. 

Conversely, says the Laus-
anne Report, “if we turn a blind 
eye to the suffering, the social 
oppression, the alienation and 
loneliness of people, let us not 
be surprised if they turn a deaf 
ear to our message of eternal 
salvation.”

Thirdly, social responsibil-
ity is a partner to evangelism. 
In Jesus’ public ministry, proc-
lamation and service went hand 
in hand. “His words explained 
His works, and His works 
dramatized His words.” Both 
expressed His compassion for 
people, and He calls us to fol-
low Him. If we are to be bearers 
of the good news of His love we 
must express His love by caring 
for the needy.

To read the Lausanne Re-
port in its entirety, it can be 
found on the internet at http:
//www.gospelcom.net/lcwe/
LOP/lop21.htm. 

Shawnee Huff and the Good Samaritan Network

Reprinted in BaptistLIFE with special permission of Bil Keane.

THE FAMILY CIRCUS® by Bil Keane

For more information 
about BFCS, or to ask 
questions or comment 

on articles on this page, 
please call BFCS 
Public Relations 

Associate, Tim Durkin 
(410) 872-1050 ext. 143 

Baptist Family and 

Children’s Services  
7175 Columbia 

Gateway Dr., Suite F 
Columbia, MD 21046

Phone: 
(410) 872-1050    
(800) 621-8834 

Fax: 
(410) 872-1047 

E-mail: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org
Online: 

www.baptistfamily.org

Would you like to be on 
our e-mail list? 

Send a message to: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org

Bob Gerstmyer

BFCS Executive Director

Shawnee Huff, Good 

Samaritan Network 

Program Manager, 

works with churches to 

assist them in reaching 

their community.
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PART-TIME MINISTER OF 
MUSIC AND WORSHIP 
wanted with a heart for wor-
ship to lead a ministry of con-
temporary and traditional pro-
grams. Send resume & salary 
requirements to: Middle River 
Baptist Church, 610 Middle Riv-
er Road, Baltimore, MD 21220

DAY CARE DIRECTOR 
wanted for Christian center. 
Minimum education: AA in 
early childhood. Experience 
required. Competitive salary & 
benefits. Send resume & salary 
requirements to: CDC Search 
Committee, Middle River Bap-
tist Church, 610 Middle River 

Road, Baltimore, MD 21220, or 
e-mail tsassard@bcmd.org

WANTED MUSICAL IN-
STRUMENTS:  Donation of 
new or used electric guitar and 
amp, bass guitar and amp, and 
drum set for use by new Chi-
nese church in Germantown, 
Md. If you have any or all of 
these instruments to share, 
please contact Pastor Li Zhou 
at (301) 540-2413.

ALLEN ORGAN FOR SALE. 
Model SYS305B. $5000 OBO 
Contact Paul at (410) 255-5413.

SLIDING PARTITIONS FOR 

SALE. Two sets of accordion 
partitions for sale. Four sec-
tions each 9 ft. tall by 9 ft. 
long. Will make four 9x9 ft. 
walls or two 9x18 ft. walls.  
Light grey in color, good shape, 
with tracks.  Paid $2000, price 
is $500 for all. Call Cherilyn at 
(410) 224-2690, Riva Trace Bap-
tist Church.

SOUTH COLUMBIA 
BAPTIST CHURCH invites 
you to participate in an 
American Red Cross blood 
drive on Sat., Jan. 3, 2004. 
This date was selected to 
address the heightened need 
for blood during the holiday 
travel season. The blood drive 
will take place at SCBC, 8814 

Guilford Road, Columbia, 
MD from 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
Please call (410) 381-1877 to 
schedule an appointment or 
send an email to office@scbc-
md.org with your requested 
donor time and copy 
emelio@comcast.net.

For further information, visit 
the Greater Chesapeake and 
Potomac Blood Region online 
at www.myredcross.org.

Employment

Miscellaneous

General Curriculum (Ext. 222)
The Effective Christian Leader/Skills for 
Working With People
Instructor:   Dr. David Lee
Day/Times: Saturdays, 9:30 am – 3:30 pm
Dates: January 10, 2004 & January 17, 2004

Spiritual Formation
Instructors: Melvin Pride and Clay Carver
Day/Times: Monday evenings, 7-9 pm
Dates: February 9 – March 29, 2004
Required Textbooks:  “Renovation of the Heart,” by 
Dallas Willard and “Spiritual Disciplines,” by 
Richard Foster

Locations: Baptist Center, Columbia, MD
Costs: $25.00, plus cost of materials

Specialization Curriculum 
Youth Ministry Track (Ext. 224)
Elevate Conference 
Instructor:  TBA
Day/Times: Saturday, 10 am – 4 pm 
Date:  January 24, 2004
Location:  Baptist Center, Columbia, MD
Cost:   $10 (including lunch)

Music/Worship Track (Ext. 0)
Instructors:  TBA
Day/Times: Tuesdays, 7-9:30 pm
Dates/Classes:
Month Days Classes
January 6, 13, 20, 27 Vocal Training
 6, 13 Basic Midi
February 3, 10 Teaching Others to Sing
 3, 10 Producing a Church Pageant
 17, 24 Exploring Worship Paradigms
 17, 24 Banner Ministry
March 2, 9, 16, 23 Conducting I
 16, 23 Lighting for Amateurs
Location: Baptist Center, Columbia, MD
Cost:  $25, 2-Day Class; and 
 $50, 4-Day Class

Church Planting Track (Ext. 226)
Basic Training 2, by invitation only
Day/Times: Friday, 1 pm – Saturday, 3 pm. 
Date:  January 2-3, 2004 
Location:  Baptist Center, Columbia, MD
Cost:   $49
Basic Training 1, by invitation only
Day/Times: Monday –Thursday, 10 am – 4 pm 
Date:  February 23-26, 2004 
Location:  Baptist Center, Columbia, MD
Cost:  $149

For registration or class information 
contact (800) 466-5290 and the 
extensions listed below. 

visit www.yourbcmd.org for more info!

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX 

YOUR AD – Deadline 

is the second Friday of 

each month for the 

following month’s issue. 

Classified advertising 

is 75 cents per word 

($18.00 minimum) for 

BCM/D churches and 

church members; 85 

cents per word ($20.00 

minimum) for non-

profit organizations; 

and 95 cents per word 

($25.00 minimum) 

for commercial 

organizations. Word 

count does not include 

words with two letters 

or less. Contact us for 

display ad pricing. 

To Place and Ad

July 25–29, 2004
Skycroft Conference Center

Middletown, MD

worship •  music  •  theatre  •  creative movement  •  lighting  •  audio  •  multi-media 

featuring:

Jeremy Lee

The Nick Akin Band

To register, call Cindy Harper at (800) 466–5290, 
ext. 0 or email her at charper@bcmd.org

Cost: $195 if deposit of $50 received by 12/31/03
 $215 if deposit of $50 received by 4/30/04
 $225 after 4/30/04

presented by BCM/D in association with Lamplight Artists

Attorney
Alan Stocksdale

Safety & Legal Issues

Grief Counselor
Denise Watterson

How Children
Express their Grief

LifeWay Bookstore onsite

pr
es
en
te
rs

Children’s Ministries
Baptist Convention of MD/DE

10255 Old Columbia Road
Columbia, MD 21046

call (800)466–5290 x233/218,  
email gnoda@bcmd.org or visit

www.yourbcmd.org for more info
$10 Registration due 1/9/04 
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