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Covenant Church has a new 
Living Room

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

SHEPERDSTOWN, W. Va. 
—Ron Larson, pastor of Cov-
enant Church, doesn’t sit still 
long. He’s always on the move. 
Sound technicians warn him 
not to move around too much 
when he preaches, but to no 
avail. He uses his hands when 
he talks and gets excited when 
he shares his ideas. Larson has 
a “Nike” philosophy. He has a 
little sign hanging from a lamp 
in his offi ce that says “just do 
it.” And he does. 

Covenant, the largest An-
glo congregation in the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/
Delaware, has pioneered a 
new way to reach the lost – a 
multi-campus church, the fi rst 
SBC church of its kind in our 
multi-state area. This concept 
is different from most multi-
campus churches. It  has the 
privileges of being on its own 
and having its own primary 
pastor with the resources of 
being connected to the mother 
church.

“Think of it like banking,” 
Larson explained. “You have 
the main bank with branches 
all around.” 

The new church group is 
called “The Living Room” and 
members will meet in an old 
furniture store, currently be-
ing renovated, in Martinsburg. 
The congregation is temporar-
ily meeting at Eagle School 

Intermediate. Renovations are 
supposed to be done by March. 

The old store sat vacant 
and was listed for sale for 
about one million dollars. Cov-
enant staff called the board of 
directors of the Texas based 
company and explained how 
they planned to use the build-
ing – as a church that would 
also provide a free medical 
clinic, fi nancial counseling 
and after school care. The 
owners saw the community 
value and offered the facil-
ity to Covenant for $579,000. 
Larson said the new building 
is 30,000 square feet and has 
a capacity of about 700 people 
and parking for 180 cars. 

Kevin Green is the pastor 
of The Living Room. Green 
formerly served as a youth 
pastor at another church. He’s 
a pilot and fl ight instructor. 
Green sold a small airport and 
invested his money and his life 
into The Living Room.

Seventy people have been 
saved since the new congrega-
tion began meeting just four 
months ago. Larson said Cov-
enant’s main campus meets 
the needs of people between 
30 and 50, while The Living 
Room is geared for younger 
people, ages 20 to 35. Both 
churches are contemporary. 

The concept of the multi-
campus church is extremely 
practical, Larson said. 

“It’s a great way to reach 
pre-Christians. It’s faster and 

cheaper using the one church 
approach,” he said. 

A new church plant typi-
cally costs about $250,000 for 
two years, Larson said. A new 
campus can be up and run-
ning for about 40% less. 

There’s one central offi ce, 
one staff, one treasurer, one 

place to order curriculum. 
Campuses can come together 
for training events and special 
dramatic presentations. They 
have regular services together. 
Small groups are blended be-
tween campuses. 

‘Passion’ could be the new ‘JESUS’ film
By Erin Curry

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)—
Southern Baptist leaders who 
attended a screening of Mel 
Gibson’s The Passion of the Christ 
praised the 
fi lm’s power 
to grip even 
the most un-
interested, 
unbelieving 
viewer. 

“I have 
been unable 
to erase from 
my mind 
the scene of 
the beating 
given Jesus 
by Roman 
guards,” 
Morris H. 
Chapman, 
president 
and chief executive offi cer of 
the Southern Baptist Executive 
Committee, said in a statement 
to Baptist Press after a Dec. 8 
screening in the Nashville area. 

“It was gruesome. It jarred my 
sensibilities. The sight of Jesus’ 
back after the cat of nine tails 
had torn bit by bit into His 
fl esh was almost unbearable. 
It was so real I was almost 

certain the audience around 
me had given a collective gasp, 
sinking into their seats, shrink-
ing from the horror of such 
excruciating pain.” 

The screening at First 
Church in Hendersonville, 
Tenn., was hosted by Ricky 
Skaggs, and the audience con-
sisted mostly of artists and 
executives from the local music 

industry. 
After the 

screening, Chap-
man told Gibson 
he would be pray-
ing that The Pas-
sion of the Christ 
would become 
to audiences in 
the United States 
what the JESUS 
fi lm has become 
to people all over 
the world. 

“In my opin-
ion, God may well 
transform this 
fi lm into a mighty 
witnessing tool 

for reaching people in America 
who may never have been 
reached in any other way,” 
Chapman said. “All Christians 
in this nation should be pray-

ing for the movie to be a huge 
commercial success because 
it will be diffi cult for a person 
to see it and walk away unaf-
fected by what has been seen 
and heard.” 

The fi lm is scheduled to 
open in theaters Feb. 25. 

Richard Land, president of 
the Southern Baptist Ethics & 
Religious Liberty Commission, 
said The Passion of the Christ 
was the most powerful and 
moving experience he has ever 
had as a moviegoer. 

“The graphic portrayal of 
the brutal death of our Lord 
and Savior is an unforgettable 
and indelible reminder of the 
horrendously high cost Jesus 
paid to deliver us from sin’s 
terrible penalty,” he said. “The 
Passion is not only a work of 
artistic brilliance but also the 
product of deep devotion of 
a man whose life has been 
profoundly changed and infl u-
enced by Jesus.” 
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Kevin Green, pastor of The Living Room congregation, has fun with 

one of the children during a sports night. Two hundred-fifty people 

attended and the church gave away 200 footballs.

“In 1999, there 

were 100 identifiable 

multi-campus church-

es. Ten years later he 

said there are over 

1,000.”  

 — Ron Larson
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Since this is the fi rst issue 
of BaptistLIFE for 2004, 
I want to say a belated 

“Happy New Year!” On a 
personal level, I am delighted 
to have left 2003 in my rear-
view mirror. (As many of our 
readers know, I spent most of 
2003 recovering from surgery.) 
That’s not to say that I didn’t 
learn a great deal last year that 
I don’t intend to apply to 2004. 
Much is gained through suf-
fering and pain. It is so easy 
to forget what really matters 
in life. I have certainly learned 
what are the real priorities in 
life.

For example, our culture 
tends to think that money, 

prestige, power and titles are 
what really matter. America 
seems particularly obsessed 
with the accumulation of stuff. 
We’ve all seen the bumper 
sticker that says, “The one 
with the most toys at the end 
wins!”

If we were honest, most of 
us would like to have a higher 
position in the company, or the 
physical attributes of another, 
or the classier address, or the 
higher academic degrees, or 
the larger bank account. Don’t 
get me wrong, there’s nothing 
basically evil with these kinds 
of things. They may even rep-
resent a life of hard work, sin-
cere effort or even the blessing 

of God. But the question I have 
is: What eternal difference 
does any of it make?

One of the clear lessons I 
learned in 2003 was that most 
of the things that we get up 
tight about don’t really mat-
ter in the eternal scheme of 
things. And yet, they rob us of 
so much joy and peace of mind. 
Another thing I learned was 
that one’s character and spiritu-
al integrity is of utmost value.

Erma Bombeck once wrote, 
“Don’t confuse fame with 
success. Madonna is one, and 
Helen Keller is the other.” The 
measure of success is best seen 
in the quality of one’s charac-
ter and the level of one’s care 

for others. We can’t typically 
remember the last fi ve Acad-
emy Award winners or the 
last three winners of the Miss 
America Pageant or the most 
recent winner of “Who Wants 
To Be A Millionaire?” But, I’m 
sure you can recall a teacher 
who helped you in school, or a 
friend who was there in a dif-
fi cult time, or the person who 
led you to the Lord!  

The people who really mat-
ter in our lives aren’t the ones 
with the most money, awards 
or titles. They are the ones who 
give us their honesty, their love 
and their time!

I want to be more like that 
in 2004, don’t you? 

What are you learning that is making a difference?

Acts 15 fi nds debate and 
division targeting the 
very heart of the gos-

pel message. How is a person 
saved? The church leaders met 
in Jerusalem and reached an 
agreement on how they would 
operate in addressing that 
important question. A delega-
tion from the meeting was 
sent back to Antioch to report 
their decision. But no sooner 
than that issue seemed to be 
resolved, a “sharp” disagree-
ment arose between Paul and 
Barnabas about John Mark’s 
involvement in their next 
scheduled mission trip. The 
result was a split. Paul took Si-
las and went to Syria and Cili-

cia. Barnabas took Mark and 
set sail to Cyprus. At the end 
of Chapter 15, it seemed that 
the whole Christian move-
ment might unravel.

But then comes Acts 16. 
Paul connects with Timothy 
in Lystra. We know where 
Paul’s partnership with Timo-
thy would ultimately lead in 
advancing the kingdom. Then 
Paul hears the Macedonian 
call to come and help. Talk 
about an open door for wit-
ness and ministry! That is fol-
lowed by Lydia’s conversion. 
The chapter ends with the 
account of Paul’s and Silas’ 
imprisonment for exorcising a 
demon from a girl. You recall 

the story. A revival breaks out 
in the jail. There is an earth-
quake. The jailer who was 
about to commit suicide gets 
saved. Finally, Paul and Silas 
are escorted out of jail by the 
very magistrates who had in-
carcerated them!

In 2004, Maryland/ Dela-
ware Baptists need to move 
intentionally from Acts 15 to 
Acts 16. Like those at the Jeru-
salem Council, we need to shift 
our focus from what divides us 
to what unites us in Christ. We, 
too, must hear the Macedonian 
call from the billions in our 
world who need the gospel. We 
should give priority to win-
ning the Lydias and the jailers 

who are held captive by sin. If 
we are to face persecution, let 
it come from the world and not 
from our brothers and sisters. 
We need to vigilantly watch 
for the hand of God at work 
among us. We need to join 
Him where He is at work. We 
need Him to act in power on 
our behalf. 

I declared 2003 “a year of 
uncertainty,” and indeed it 
was. I believe 2004 will be “a 
year of opportunity” for us. As 
we move from Acts 15 to Acts 
16, pray with me that God will 
show us His miraculous power 
just as He did to those early 
believers. The need is so great, 
and the time is so short!

It is time to turn the page

To say that “love is in 
the air” at our church is 
like saying the beltway 

is a bit busy. Within the min-
istry to our young adults at 
least seven couples will say, 
“I do,” during 2004. Another 
seven were married in 2003. 
Depending on how much 
you want a spouse, you may 
want to come breath the air or 
drink the water at Greenridge! 
Christians are being drawn to 
other believers, seeking that 
unique connection that our 
heavenly Father designed for 
our fulfi llment. 

As I work with couples in a 
pre-marital counseling process, 
it’s a blast to hear them share 
their love story. I ask each per-
son to recite the events that led 
to their engagement and plans 
for marriage. Here’s what I have 
discovered: there is power in 
telling that story! Something 
dynamic happens as one per-
son listens to the other person’s 
memory of the romance. There 
is great eye contact, smiles, 
giggles and togetherness that 
communicate a passionate love. 
At other times, when married 
couples in confl ict ask me to 

referee their struggle, I usually 
ask them about their love story. 
If they are willing, the old story 
can bring new tenderness to 
their home. 

You and I have another love 
story that is more exhilarat-
ing than the one we have with 
our valentine. That love story 
originated in the heart of God 
as He pondered the wayward 
ways of His kids. He could 
have cried, “Justice!” Instead 
he cried, “Mercy!” When the 
shame of sin or the addiction 
to activity has cooled our re-
lationship with Jesus, we can 

reconnect with our sacred 
romance. Through meditation, 
journaling, praying or singing, 
the memory of our courtship 
with Christ burns strong and 
warm again. The memories re-
turn and we whisper, “He loves 
me with an everlasting, all-in-
clusive, embraceable LOVE!” 
My Christian love story dates 
back to 1967 at Bethany Lane 
Church in Ellicott City. That 
October Sunday evening led me 
to the mercy and grace of God. 
So what’s your love story? Go 
ahead. Let its power relight the 
fl ame in your heart.

Rekindle your love in 2004

Ministers Family Getaway, September 17-19, 2004
Willow Valley Resort and Conference Center, Lancaster, PA
for more info call (800) 466-5290, ext. 261, or visit www.yourbcmd.org/events/family

New fo
r 

Ministers

familie
s!
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edited due to space 
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Arundel Association

Women of First Church, 
Crofton, are working through 
a Bible study based on the book 
“The Power of the Praying 
Wife.”

The Joy Club of First 
Church, Kent Island, met 
recently to discuss plans for the 
annual Easter meal members 
will serve seniors from local 
adult day care centers. First 
Church’s seniors have formed 
strong relationships with the 
seniors from the day care 
centers. They visit each center 
once a month and host sing-
a-longs, make lap quilts for 
the day care seniors and host 
“because we love you events,” 
giving away clothing, linens 
and kitchen ware in the spring 
and fall. 

The Easter and 
Thanksgiving meals are the 
biggest events the Joy Club 
has. Members 
prepare the 
food with all the 
trimmings and 
serve it at the 
church. On Nov. 
5 they hosted the 
Thanksgiving 
dinner then 
sang Christmas 
Carols and 
hymns 
afterwards. All 
of the dinner 
guests received 
gifts including 
Bibles, Christian 
pins or other 
items.   

Kent Island’s 
Joy Club has 
about 30 active 
members. In 
addition to 
helping the seniors at the 
day care center, they compile 
health care kits to support the 
seamen’s ministry and meet for 
covered dish dinners and Bible 
studies once a month. 

Grace Church, Pasadena, 
had Family Game Night last 
month. Members and friends 
met for pizza then played 
“Gestures,” a charade type 
game. Afterwards games and 
activities were available for all 
ages. An outdoor game night 
will be planned in the summer. 

The church has 
brotherhood breakfasts on the 
fi rst Sunday of each month in 
the church parsonage. Men 
take turns making the morning 
feasts. They make waffl es, hot 
cakes, scrapple, eggs, omelets 
and an assortment of other 
breakfast items. 

Doug Alberts, pastor of 
Grace, will lead a spiritual gifts 
workshop this month. 

Members of Severn 
Church had a back-to-school 
night party in January. 
Everyone came with memories 
of school days, bringing 
pictures, yearbooks and other 
mementos. Members served 
chili and everyone played 
games and had fun.

Baltimore Association

Bethlehem Church, 

Baltimore, will celebrate its one 
year anniversary with special 
revival services at 7 p.m. on 
Feb. 19 and 20. Felton Williams, 
pastor of New Second 
Missionary Church, will be the 
guest preacher.  

The celebration will 
continue with a 4 p.m. service 
on Feb. 22. Nathaniel Johnson, 
pastor of Mt. Moriah Church, 
York, Pa., will be the guest 
speaker. Members and friends 
will enjoy a light dinner 
afterwards. 

This year, Bethlehem 
established a mentoring 
program, kid’s night in, women 
and men’s ministries and an 
outreach ministry to a local 
assisted living home. The 
church is also starting to offer 
beginning computer classes. 

Texas native Paul Delaney 
recently became the minister of 
ministry at Colonial Church, 
Reisterstown. 

First Church, Dundalk, 
had a Superbowl party this 
month. Members brought some 
of their favorite snacks to share 
while they watched the game. 
George Blevins, Baltimore 
Association’s disaster relief 
director, was the guest speaker 
at the church recently. 

Church members hosted 
a baby shower for the Greater 
Baltimore Crisis Pregnancy 
Center 

First Church is a strong 
supporter of the Port Ministry. 
Women in the church wrapped 
bottles of cologne and youth 
baked cookies as gifts for the 
seamen.  

Kevin Crawford is the 
new pastor of Long Green 
Church, Baltimore. Crawford 
and his wife Katie began 
their ministry in December. 
Kevin grew up in Pearl, Miss., 
and graduated from Mid-
America Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Germantown, 
Tenn. He previously served 
as youth and associate 
pastor of Piperton Church in 
Collierville, Tenn. 

The Bridge at Middle 
River Church, Baltimore, 
is an outreach to post high 
school/young adult families in 
the community. It includes a 
contemporary worship service 
with a praise band on the 
third Saturday of each month 

in the gymnasium. Staff and 
leaders intentionally form 
relationships with the young 
people and  plug them into 
small groups and ministries 
based on their giftedness. 

Sunday youth rallies 
are designed to reach out to 
middle and high school youth.  

A team of members will 
be going to Daytona Beach for 
F.A.I.T.H. evangelism training 
later this year. 

Riverside Church, 
Baltimore, is helping support 
medical student Mark Shaffer’s 
participation in a 10-day 
medical mission. He will be 
traveling to South America 
under the auspices of the 
International Services to 
distribute vitamins and shoes 
to children.

Blue Ridge Association

Faith Church, Knoxville, 
had a 
Superbowl 
party this 
month. 
Everyone who 
came brought 
a pound of 
deli meat, a 
snack food 
and a bottle of 
soda to share.  

Boyd 
Frank, pastor 
of Lake Shore 
Church, 
Pasadena, Md., 
was the guest 
speaker at the 
church’s 25th 
anniversary 
celebration on 
Jan. 10 and 11. 

Ernest 
O. King, Jr. 

announced his retirement as 
minister of music and senior 
adult ministry at Immanuel 
Church in Savannah, Ga. A 
special service to celebrate 
King’s 18 years of service at 
the church was held on Jan. 25. 
King grew up in Brunswick, 
Md., where he began his 
music ministry as organist 
of First Church, Brunswick. 
He received a Bachelor of 
Arts from Shepherd College 
in Shepherdstown, W. Va., 
in 1961 and his Bachelor of 
Church Music from Southern 
Seminary in Kentucky in May 
1964.

Delaware Association

Bethany Church, 
Wilmington, Del., has a 
partnership with First Clinton 
Church, Miss. First Clinton 
sent a team to meet with 
members of Bethany last 
month to plan the next three 
years of the partnership.

Iron Hill, New Castle, 
Del., has a coffee house twice 
a month. “Common Ground 
Café” opens at the church 
on the fi rst Friday and third 
Saturday of each month 
featuring bands, coffees, 
snacks and desserts. 

For more information visit 
the website at www.ironhillco
mmunitychurch.com.

Eastern Association

Berry McCready, pastor of 
Berlin Church, retired after 33 
years of ministry. About 100 
people gathered late December 
to pay tribute to McCready. 
McCready’s son Daryl, pastor 
of Sonrise Church, Berlin, 
talked of his father’s ministry 
journey. Church members 
presented a slide show 
highlighting Berry’s ministry 
and gave him a memories box 
with letters from members 
telling how he infl uenced their 
lives. 

First Church, Crisfi eld, 
hosted conversational Spanish 
classes, sponsored by the 
Eastern Association. 

Chris Johnson resigned as 
youth minister of Lynnhaven 
Church, Pocomoke City.

Daryl McCready, pastor 
of Sonrise Church, Berlin, 
was voted church planter of 
the year at a church planters’ 
banquet. The church reported 
65 baptisms in 2003.

Jim O’Dell began serving 
as minister of music and 
family life ministries at 
Spence Church, Snow Hill, 
on January 19. The church 
welcomed O’Dell and his wife, 
Rhonda, with a covered dish 
dinner on Jan. 25 and an old 
fashioned “pounding” to fi ll 
their pantry. 

Mid-Md Association

Liberty Church, Lisbon, 
started Team Kid on Sunday 
nights, along with reinstating 
a Sunday evening worship 
service. Youth meet on Sunday 
nights also.

The women of South 
Columbia Church had a night 
out recently to fellowship and 
learn about no-sew window 
treatments.

Tri-County Church, 
Damascus, called Bob Simpson 
as interim associate pastor 
for worship. Ken Cavey is the 
pastor.

Montgomery Association

Steven Andy Moore, son of 
Ellis Moore, pastor of Georgia 
Avenue Church, Wheaton, 
was ordained into the ministry. 

During December, church 
members at Kensington 
Church wrote down their 
favorite hymns on a piece 
of paper and put them in 
a specially wrapped gift 
package. Each week starting in 
January, a paper is pulled out 
and that hymn is sung – if the 
person who wrote it is in the 
church that day. 

Potomac Association

The children’s Sunday 
School classes at Dunkirk 
Church visit Calvert Memorial 
Hospital every other month. 
The group serves ice cream 
and makes crafts with those in 
the hospital’s transitional care 
unit. 

Often younger members join the Kent Island’s Joy Club in their 

activities and trips. “We have so much fun they want to join us,” 

Doris Jordan, a member of the Joy Club, said. 

continued on page four
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Nineteen boys and eight 
leaders from Hughesville, 
Nanjemoy and First Church, 
Waldorf, attended the annual 
RA hike at Gilbert Run Park.

Marbury Church added 
a praise team to lead Sunday 
morning worship services. 

Ministry of Love in 
Christ, California, will have 
English as a second language 
classes at Southern Calvert 
Church in Lusby.   

Nanjemoy Church has 
raised $3,000 so far in a “buy a 
quilt square” program to raise 
money for a handicap ramp in 
the educational building. 

Members can buy a quilt 
square in honor or in memory 
of a loved one. The ladies of 
the church are sewing the quilt 
together and, when fi nished, it 
will be put on display. 

James Fetty, pastor of 
Nanjemoy, said the church is 
very surprised at the response 
they’ve received with the 
program.  

The church made a similar 
quilt in 1948 as a gift to the 

pastor. When his wife died, 
he sent the quilt back to the 
church and it has become a 
piece of history for the church, 
which is over 200 years old.

New Covenant 
Community Church moved to 
its new location at 12475 Rock 
Point Road in Newburg.

Potomac Association will 
have a mission trip to Mexico 
July 17-24.  

Members of Trinity 
Church, Waldorf, are 
planning to see “Behold the 
Lamb” at Sight and Sound 
Theater in Lancaster, Pa., in 
April. 

Prince George Assoc.

Calvary Church, 
Upper Marlboro, hosted a 
community alcohol, drug and 
gang seminar on Jan. 11. Ron 
Wright, a former Baltimore 
City narcotics offi cer and 
pastor of Merritt Park Church, 
Baltimore, was the guest 
speaker.

First Church, Laurel, 
hosted critical incident stress 
management training. The 
training prepares participants 
to work with local police and 
emergency medical workers 
to provide counseling for 
families in disaster situations. 
The training is nationally 
certifi ed. 

Susquehanna Association

Towne Church, Joppa, 
is planning a Valentine’s 

banquet at a local restaurant. 
The church’s youth 

group will go on a skiing trip 
this month and will attend 
Christian youth night with the 
Baltimore Blast in March.

Western Association

Welsh Memorial Church, 
Frostburg, had a wild game 
feed on Jan. 10.  Members 
brought their favorite dishes 
featuring a variety of wild 
game.  

Miscellaneous

Two new church plants 
recently had services. 
Pathways Church, which is 
affi liated with Susquehanna 
Association, had pre-launch 
services in an athletic club in 
Bel Air. The church planter 
is Stan Graham. CrossLife 
Community Church, which is 
affi liated with Mid-Maryland 
Association, began in a 
barber salon in Elkridge. John 
Mackall is the planter. 

Betty Allen, wife of for-
mer Baptist True Union (now 
BaptistLIFE) editor Fletcher 
Allen, died on March 25, 2003, 
after a battle with cancer. 

The children’s Sunday School class from Dunkirk Church minister 

to patients at Calvert Memorial Hospital every other month.

continued from page three

Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary

WAKE FOREST, N.C. 
—Southeastern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary celebrated its 
Fall 2003 commencement cer-
emonies on Dec. 13, 2003, with 
158 students graduating from 
its graduate and undergraduate 
programs.

The following students from 
the state of Maryland gradu-
ated. Listed are their degrees 
attained, full names and home-
towns.
Bachelor of Arts:

• Gary Lee Goldstein – 
   Rockville 

Master of Divinity:
• Lawrence Wardel Hall, Jr. 

    – Mt. Airy
• Anthony Charles Mastro-

marino, Jr. – Laurel
Southeastern Baptist Theo-

logical Seminary, with its main 
campus in Wake Forest, N.C, is 
a school of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. Southeastern’s fac-
ulty members affi rm the Baptist 
Faith and Message 2000 as well 
as the Abstract of Principles. It 
is accredited by the Association 
of Theological Schools and the 
Southern Association of Col-
leges and Schools.

Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary

FORT WORTH, Texas 
— Baltimore native Dale W. 

Nealis was awarded a diploma 
in theology degree and an ad-
vanced diploma in theology de-
gree from Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort 
Worth, Texas, during fall com-
mencement on Dec. 12, 2003.

Degrees were conferred on 
267 students at the seminary’s 
206th commencement exercises. 
That number included students 
receiving diploma studies de-
grees, master’s degrees and doc-
toral degrees.

Southwestern Seminary’s 
President Paige Patterson was 
the commencement address 
speaker. Dr. Patterson awarded 
degrees from the seminary’s 
theology, educational ministries 
and church music schools.

Southeastern and Southwestern seminaries award 
degrees to Maryland/Delaware students

Dale W. Nealis, recent 

graduate from SWBTS 

Miscellaneous

Susquehanna

Western

Obituary

Prince George’s
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GMB looks ahead at 2004

By Sharon Mager, 
Iris White and 
Bob Simpson

COLUMBIA, Md.—BCM/D 
executive director, David Lee, 
declared 2004 as the year of op-
portunity at the Dec. 9 General 
Mission Board 
meeting at the 
Baptist Center.

Lee said the 
convention is 
ready to move 
from Acts 15 to 
Acts 16. In Acts 
15 there are 
confl icts in the 
church, such 
as what was 
involved in a 
person getting 
saved?  Some 
said one was 
saved through 
faith; others 
said it was nec-
essary to add 
things. There 
is the disagree-
ment between 
Paul and Barna-
bus and the two 
friends came to 
odds over John Mark. Paul and 
Barnabus parted ways.

“It looks like the whole 
thing might unravel, but 
in Acts 16 things begin to 
change,” Lee said. Paul meets 
Timothy and shortly after-
wards Paul has the Macedo-
nian call. Lydia is saved. Paul 
and Silas are thrown in prison 
for exorcising a demon from a 
girl. Revival breaks out in jail; 
there’s an earthquake, Paul and 
Silas are rescued, the jailer gets 
saved.

“My suggestion is it’s time 
to move from Acts 15 to Acts 
16, “ Lee said. We need to put 
what divides us behind us and 
put our focus on what binds us 
together. We need to hear the 
Macedonian call.” 

Lee said there are over four 
million people in Maryland/
Delaware who do not know Je-
sus as Savior. “If we are to face 
persecution let it come from 
the world outside – not from 
our brothers and sisters.”

“I labeled 2003 the ‘year of 
uncertainty.’ I declare 2004 the 
‘year of opportunity.’ Let’s pray 
God will move us from Acts 15 
to Acts 16.”

In the devotional thought 
by outgoing president, Wayne 
Kempson, he said that Noah 
had to build the ark, but God 
didn’t need him to. “Out of His 
wise providence He allowed 
Noah to be obedient.” Kemp-
son said. “God could write the 
Gospel with his fi ngertips on 
the mountainside…but he uses 
our hands, our feet and our 
voices.” Kempson said the en-
tire hope of all creation rested 
on that ark – it was the only 
hope in the entire world. “God 
has given us a ship of hope. 
The church is the hope of lost 
humanity.”

Newly elected president, 
Terry Davis, expressed ap-
preciation to Kempson for his 
service to the board.

Financial Report*
John Faris said Coopera-

tive Program giving is about 
$17,000 behind last year, but 
the third quarter was good and 

November looked like it was 
going to be even or slightly 
over. Faris projects the end 
of the year CP giving to be at 
least even with last year. 

We’re going to be behind 
budget, but the good news 
is we’ve managed to control 

spending and we think that 
the spending will be equal 
to the income. Faris said we 
should come within $10,000 
to $15,000 one way or another. 
We’ve been fairly full staffed 
all year. It looks like we will 
be about even or a little ahead 
without having to use the bud-
geted reserve of $115,000. If it’s 
necessary to transfer the dif-
ference from the reserve, the 
remaining money can be car-
ried over to the 2005 budget.

Skycroft reported $l.44 
million in income 
this year, put-
ting them $30,000 
ahead of 2002 
receipts. Business 
has been steady 
and expenses less 
than anticipated.  

Other Reports
David Jackson 

reported for the 
church planting 
strategy team. 
Jackson said 
there were ten 
new works since 
September with 
new churches in 
all eleven associa-
tions. “This means 
that BCM/D has 
reached a total 
of 40 new works 
for the fi rst time 
in our history.” 
Jackson said. For 
the entire year, 
18 of these new 
works are Anglo, 
eight are African 
American, eight 
are Korean, two 
are Hispanic, two 
are multi-cultural, 
one is Filipino 
and one is Urdu.

Jackson in-
troduced Kevin Marsico who 
joined the team as a second 
consultant/specialist for church 
planting. 

June Holland gave the 
report for congregational de-
velopment strategy team on 
behalf of Thom Thornton, who 
was ill. Holland said the team‘s 
mission will focus on how to 

assist congregations through 
an emphasis on assessment and 
relationships. 

The strategy team will 
continue to sponsor several 
major events this year. “Sky-
croft Horizons: Equipping 
Your Church’s Leaders” will be 

held July 23-24 at 
Skycroft Confer-
ence Center. The 
BCM/D Evange-
lism Conference, 
“Passion for the 
Perishing” will 
be held March 22-
23 in Ocean City, 
Md.

Continuing 
education and 
ministry prepa-
ration within 
the local context 
is now offered 
through the 
Acts2Centre for 
Ministry Equip-
ping, which be-
gan last Septem-
ber. Certifi cates 
can be earned in 
several minis-
try areas. Three 
modules will 

be part of every participant’s 
portfolio: spiritual formation, 
theology and Christian leader-
ship. Current specializations 
include youth ministry, church 
planting and music/worship. 
Future specializations will ad-
dress small group ministry, 
children’s ministry and social 
ministry.

Mel Pride reported for the 
leadership development strat-
egy team, highlighting various 
ministries including minister’s 
wives, marriage enrichment 

and support for minister’s 
families. He also promoted the 
team’s confl ict resolution and 
confl ict prevention services. 
He stressed that the earlier the 
confl ict is addressed, the bet-
ter the chances for successful 
resolution.

Ellen Udovich reported 
for the missions involvement 
strategy team. Udovich ex-

plained the team’s purpose, to 
help build a mission lifestyle in 
members and churches – to get 
people off the pews to go to the 
lost neighbor, nearby or around 
the world.

Rick Hancock reported on 
partnership missions.  Though 
the Mississippi partnership 
ends in 2004, Mississippi will 
continue to have a Maryland/
Delaware emphasis through 
2007. 

Hancock introduced two 
pastors, Adam Plendeleith from 
Islay Church and Alex Mor-
rison from Dunoon Church, 
who shared their enthusiasm 
about BCM/D’s partnership 
with Scotland during the meet-
ing. The Scottish partnership 
churches are seeking volun-
teers to visit during the Scot-
tish Highland Games to man a 
coffee shop with the purpose 
of serving a cup of coffee or 
sandwich, offering a tract and 
sharing Christ on a one-to-one 
basis. 

John Faris reported for the 
resource development strategy 
team. Faris said over $5.6 mil-
lion in gifts and pledges were 
generated towards the Legacy 
of Faith campaign to fund new 
churches.  

Conrad Burch, part-time 
consultant for planned giv-
ing promotion, has prepared a 
Christian Estate Stewardship 
Seminar, which is available for 
presentation at churches upon 
request. 

The team has also devel-
oped a local church capital 
campaign designed as a parent 
church funding strategy for 
new church starts.

Reports from Agen-

cies and Convention 

Committees
The Baptist 

Foundation reported 
a good year as the 
economy picked up, 
managing $8.1 million 
worth of convention 
funds as of September. 
The Foundation ex-
panded from eight to 
11 trustees, one from 
each association, plus 
BCM/D attorney Alan 
Stocksdale, John Faris 
and David Lee.

Robert Gerstmyer, 
executive director of 
the Baptist Family & 
Children’s Services 
of Maryland, Inc., re-
ported surprising suc-
cess at the response of 
church participation 
with the Good Samar-
itan Network, a pro-
gram to link churches 
to families in need. 

Remarks from 

BCM/D President
Tim Simpson, 

BCM/D president, 
closed the meeting 
with a Christmas mes-
sage – the Messiah has 

come and we have the opportu-
nity to share that message with 
people who are hurting. 

“As we spend more 
time with Jesus, churches in 
Maryland/Delaware will be 
different as one year comes to 
an end and another begins. 
May we be people of the Savior 
in 2004,” Simpson said. 

*Financial 
Update

Even with the 
sluggish economy, 
Maryland/Delaware 
Baptists were still 
strong missions 
supporters in 2003. 
BCM/D treasurer, 
John Faris, reports 
that Cooperative 
Program giving set 
another record of 
$4,247,306, a nearly 
1% increase over 
2002, despite being 
behind 3.4% for the 
fi rst six months. 

The Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering 
for 2003 also set a 
record with gifts of 
$915, 914, a whop-
ping 16% increase 
over 2002. The Annie 
Armstrong Offering 
was 3.4% ahead of 
last year with gifts of 
$426,449.

Terry Davis, pastor of Ocean City Church, is the newly 

elected president of the General Mission Board.

Wayne Kempson, outgoing president of the General Mission Board, 

presides over discussion on the nominating report given by outgoing 

vice president, Jerry Wade.
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Look closely at the table in the corner

A café. Picture it. What do 
you see? What are the 
sounds? The smells? A 

couple is deep in quiet 
conversation. Spoons 
are clicking against 
ceramic coffee cups. A 
woman, dressed neat-
ly, sits by herself while 
skimming the pages 
of a magazine. Four 
friends are laughing 
at a table in the cor-
ner. They are enjoying 
life. You can’t help but 
smile. The café is on 
the street, so you can 
feel the gentle breeze, 
hear the birds singing 
and bask in the late 
afternoon sun. This is 
a café.

I have a picture 
that hangs above the 
sink in my kitchen. It 
isn’t a family heirloom; 
it’s rather new, in fact. I 
ripped it (gently, mind 
you) from the pages 
of my favorite maga-
zine. It is a black and white 
picture of a Paris café. From 
the dress of the people in the 
picture, I can tell it was taken 
in the 1950’s. The clothes are 
beautiful. Bow ties for the men; 
satin, crepe and crinoline for 
the women. Life is being lived 
to the fullest in the picture. I 
love it. 

In recent months, I have 
found myself in a café or 
two. No, they weren’t on the 
cobbled streets of Paris; they 

were in homes and restaurants 
throughout Maryland and 
Delaware. 

I have had the blessing of 
being the BCM/D coordinator 
for church planters’ spouses 
and families for almost a year 
now. In wanting to provide 
opportunities for church plant-
ers’ wives to get to know each 
other, the idea of meeting in 
homes and restaurants came 
to mind. I wanted to create 
moments of respite for wives 
whose lives revolve around 
their church plant and to pro-
vide the opportunity for them 

to become acquainted with 
other women in their area who 
share similar lives.  

Early on, I decided 
to call our gather-
ings “Girls’ Night Out 
Café.” I’d love to say 
that the name carried 
deep spiritual mean-
ing, that I put hours of 
thought into the title. 
But I didn’t. I knew it 
would be a time away 
for women who do not 
have an abundance of 
free time. So “Girls’ 
Night Out” seemed 
to accent the fun time 
and breathing room 
that our gatherings 
would provide. I 
tacked “Café” on the 
end of the title because 
somewhere in my 
thinking, I believed 
anything with “café” 
on the end sounded 
like a good time. It 
wasn’t until I experi-
enced our fi rst “Girls’ 

Night Out Café” that God gave 
deeper meaning to my choice 
of title.

It became apparent on the 
very fi rst night that this gath-
ering time is the proverbial 
“table in the corner” for these 
unique ladies. No husbands, no 
children, no ringing phones, 
no other appointments to keep. 
Some new friends, some old. 
All called of God to plant a 
church. All present at that very 
moment for a reason. A time to 

let down pretenses and be real. 
A chance to eat chocolate and 
enjoy a good laugh. To pray 
and be prayed for.

I have loved sitting and 
hearing the stories these ladies 
bring to the table. God is mov-
ing in their church plants. Each 
story is unique. Like two sets 
of fi ngerprints, no two look 
exactly alike. These churches 
are God’s fi ngerprints. He is 
touching His world in new 
and different ways (new to us, 
of course, not to Him). One 
plant meets in several different 
houses. One meets in a base-
ball stadium. Another meets 
in a storefront. One meets 
in a school. Another in the 
planter’s home. Another in a 
barber shop. People who never 
thought they’d make church a 
priority are fi nding themselves 
forming a relationship with 
God through the love shown 
by these planters’ families. 
Praise God for using each 
church planter’s family in such 
wonderful and different ways.

I have a challenge for you. 
The next time you fi nd your-
self in a restaurant enjoying 
a meal with friends, think of 
our group. Take a moment to 
thank God for the women (and 
men and children, too) who 
are reaching Maryland and 
Delaware through our church 
plants. Pray for these women. 
And look closely toward the 
back of the restaurant (follow 
the laughter); we just might be 
at a table in the corner.

Deni Sunderly

Church Planters’ Spouses 

and Family Coordinator 

McCready voted ‘2003 Planter of the Year‘
By David Jackson

COLUMBIA, Md.—Daryl 
McCready was named by his 
peers as the 2003 “Church 
Planter of the Year” at the 
annual Church Planting 
Banquet, held by the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/
Delaware on December 8. His 

wife, Traci, was also present 
for the announcement. Since 
2001, BCM/D’s church plant-
ers, now numbering over 80, 
select the one planter who has 
been used of God in a most 
signifi cant way to further the 
Kingdom.  

McCready launched Son-
Rise Church in Ocean Pines, 

Md., at the Ocean Downs 
Racetrack during the spring. 
Over the course of the year, 
the church outgrew their 
location and moved into a 
school facility, where they 
numbered 200 at the end of 
the year. More importantly, 
SonRise Church saw over 70 
people saved and 65 of them 

baptized during its fi rst year 
of existence. The church has 
been parented by First Church, 
Berlin, where Daryl’s father, 
Berry McCready, has pastored 
for many years.

The younger McCready 
follows Clay Carver (2002) and 
Bruce Hopler (2001), who have 
also received this honor. 

“We train point people,” 
Larson said. Then staff mem-
bers visit once or twice a month 
to help.  

The sermon content is 
based on one big idea, though 
shared in different ways. Kevin 
is the primary pastor, but Lar-
son and another pastor rotate 
between campuses to help.

Another benefi t, Larson 
said, is that people can leave 
one campus for another with-
out that heart-wrenching 
feeling of really leaving the 
church where they’ve been 
attached. The membership re-
mains the same.

“In 1999, there were 100 
identifi able multi-campus 

churches,” Larson 
said. Ten years later 
he said there are 
over 1,000.  

“That’s incred-
ible growth in a 
decade. We feel 
like this is a move-
ment…a spark of 
God.”

Seven campuses 
overall are planned 
for the future.  

Larson is used 
to change and 
growth. Covenant 
began in 1985 in a 
living room with 
about 40 people. 
A year later the 
group tripled and 
purchased property 
on its current loca-
tion. Through the 

past 20 years the church grew 
and continued to add on to 
its facility. The building now 
houses 66,000 square feet and 
has an active membership of 
1200, with about 1500 attend-
ing each week and averaging 
a growth rate of 200 people a 
year. They’re growing through 

pre-Christians getting saved, 
Larson said, not by people 
changing membership.

Larson believes the reason 
the church has grown at the 
rate it has is because of the 
church’s philosophy to accept 
everyone for who they are, 
preaching the truth conserva-
tively while not being judg-
mental. 

Another reason for suc-
cess, Larson said, is that the 
church intentionally befriends 
non-Christians and works 
hard to connect people. 

“The bigger we get, the 
smaller we have to get. We 
work hard to feel small.

“It’s all about creating 
atmosphere. How it smells 
and feels is up to us. We’re the 
keepers of the atmosphere. 
People aren’t looking for a 
friendly church. People are 
looking for friends.

“I deeply love lost people; 
my best friends are people 
who don’t know the Lord. Hell 
is real and real people will go 
there. I’m going to spend the 
rest of eternity with Chris-
tians,” Larson said.

Covenant Church has a new Living Room
continued from page one

Daryl McCready with 

his wife, Traci, was 

voted “2003 Planter of 

the Year.”
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Types of 

violence in 

films in TV

It may be use-
ful to the discussion 
of The Passion of the 
Christ to distinguish 
various forms of vio-
lence in the media.

Suggestive vio-

lence: Sometimes 
violence is suggested, 
but not shown. For 
example, we see a 
knife moving down-
ward in a striking 
motion, but do not 
see it penetrating 
skin.

Gratuitous vio-

lence: Some acts of 
violence in fi lm are 
unnecessary, and 
neither drive the plot 
forward or develop a 
character.

Fictive violence: 
There is a form of 
violence that is not as 
disturbing because it 
occurs in an absurd 
setting. As a rule, 
viewers are less con-
cerned about violence 
done to robots than to 
humans and violence 
in fantasy and science 
fi ction.

Realism: Violence 
done to humans and 
to animals in situa-
tions that imitate real 
life and simulate 
the actual physical 
damage that would 
occur to the victim 
are among the most 
disquieting forms of 
media violence.

Virtual violence: 
Computerized 
violence, as in video 
games or computer 
graphic animation.

Comic violence:
Most people are 
desensitized to the 
comic violence of 
slapstick.

The Passion of 
the Christ contains 
graphic violence, sug-
gestive violence and 
realism. Should this 
fi lm earn an “R” rat-
ing, it would certainly 
be for the realistic 
portrayal of the brutal 
crucifi xion and fl og-
ging of Jesus.

Published by permission of 
Worship Leader Magazine.

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (BP) 
—Billy Graham watched a spe-
cial showing of Mel Gibson’s 
The Passion of Christ and spoke 
with the Hollywood star about 
the decade-long spiritual 
journey that led to the fi lm, ac-
cording to a news release from 
the Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association.

“I have often wondered 
what it must have been like to 
be a bystander during those 
last hours before Jesus’ death,” 
Graham said in the late-No-
vember release. “After watch-
ing The Passion of Christ, I feel 
as if I have actually been there.

“I was moved to tears. I 
doubt if there has ever been 
a more graphic and moving 
presentation of Jesus’ death,” 
he said. 

Gibson traveled to Gra-
ham’s home in Charlotte, N.C., 
both before and after Graham 
watched the fi lm. During 
both visits, Graham became 
convinced of Gibson’s deep 
sincerity and his desire that 
the movie be used to bring a 
new emphasis on the events of 
2,000 years ago and their rel-
evance today, the news release 
said. 

Graham addressed some 
criticisms that Gibson’s fi lm 
encourages anti-Semitism. 

“The fi lm is faithful to the 
Bible’s teaching that we are all 
responsible for Jesus’ death, 
because we have all sinned,” 
Graham said. “It is our sins 
that caused His death, not any 
particular group.” 

The release said Graham 
also was impressed by the 
deep sincerity and commit-
ment of Jim Caviezel, who 
plays Jesus in the fi lm, and 
his wife, Kerri. The two joined 
Gibson in speaking with Gra-
ham. 

The Passion of the Christ is 
set to open in theaters nation-
wide Feb. 25, which is Ash 
Wednesday and the begin-

ning of the time when various 
branches of Christianity tradi-
tionally refl ect on Jesus’ sacri-
fi ce. Graham said he believes 
the timing will add to the spir-
itual impact the fi lm may have 
on mainstream audiences. 

“No one who views this 
fi lm’s compelling imagery will 
ever be the same,” Graham 
said.

Paul Harvey on “The 

Passion”
“In addition to being a 

masterpiece of film-making 
and an artistic triumph, The 
Passion evoked more deep 
reflection, sorrow and emo-
tional reaction within me than 
anything since my wedding, 
my ordination or the birth of 
my children. Frankly, I will 
never be the same. 

“When the film concluded, 
this ‘invitation only’ gather-
ing of ‘movers and shakers’ in 

Washington, DC were shak-
ing indeed, but this time from 
sobbing. I am not sure there 
was a dry eye in the place. The 
crowd that had been glad-
handing before the film was 

now eerily silent. No one could 
speak because words were 
woefully inadequate. We had 
experienced a kind of art that 
is a rarity in life, the kind that 
makes heaven touch earth.” 

Mel Gibson gives Billy Graham special screening 
of ‘The Passion of the Christ’

Mel Gibson (director/producer) directs Jim Caviezel (Jesus) in “The Passion of the Christ,” © 2003 

Icon distribution Inc. All rights reserved. A newmarket films release.
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‘Passion’ could be the new 

‘JESUS’ film, Chapman says

Gibson shared his tes-
timony after the screening 
and explained that he was 
convinced God wanted him 
to bring the Gospel to the big 
screen in such a way that the 
average person would have an 
opportunity to see what Jesus 
had done for him. The fi lm is 
the culmination of 12 years of 
dreaming and working toward 
its completion. 

James T. Draper Jr., presi-
dent of LifeWay Christian Re-
sources of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, said it is obvious 
that the fi lm is Gibson’s pas-
sion, and he does a remarkable 
job with it. 

“For viewers of The Passion 
of the Christ, it is a journey into 
inexpressible reality,” Draper 
said. “Few Christians today 
have any real sense of what 
took place when Jesus Christ 
was crucifi ed. The brutality, 
anger, hatred and arrogance 
of His enemies and the genu-
ineness of His mission, His 
passion, grip the viewer in a 

visceral way. 
“No one can help but 

be affected by the sacrifi ce 
He made. It is precise, viv-
idly honest and graphic in 
portraying the sufferings of 
our Lord,” Draper contin-
ued. “This is a movie that 
Christians need to see to be 
reminded of the price paid for 
our salvation, and it is a movie 
that Christians need to use to 
introduce these truths to those 
who have not yet met Jesus 
Christ.” 

Chapman, Land and Drap-
er urge everyone to see The 
Passion of the Christ. “God may 
already be saying to us, ‘I want 
to empower Southern Baptists 
to lead in a great spiritual 
awakening in this nation,’” 
Chapman said. “The produc-
tion of this highly professional 
fi lm is evidence, I believe, that 
God is empowering others to 
kneel beside us and pray that 
He will awaken the sleep-
ing giant in America—the 
church— and draw all men to 
Himself.”

continued from page one

February 25

Passion outreach ideas:

Idea 1- Passion Easter 

Service 
Connect your church’s Easter 
celebration, Easter musical 
and outreach with the movie 
themes. Possible themes 
include new life from death, 
joy from suffering and 
redemption from sin. 
Idea 2 - Passion Theater 

Buy Out 
Talk to the local theater 
management about 
purchasing tickets for every 
seat in a given showing 
for your church (this is 

called “four walling”). Use 
these tickets to invite the 
unchurched.
Idea 3 - Passion Prayer 

Walk 

Idea 4 - Scripture 

Distribution 
Follow Mel Gibson’s 
suggestion: “You’ve seen the 
movie. Now read the book!” 
Idea 5 - Passion Sermon 

Series
Schedule the Passion-related 
sermon series “Experience 
The Passion” leading up to 
Easter. Access these sermon 
resources exclusively at 
www.SermonCentral.com.



Churches can develop strategies, provide funding and even offer 
training to equip believers to fulfi ll the Great Commission. The one 
thing we cannot do is create a PASSION for the PERISHING. Jesus 
came to seek and to save that which was lost. This was His 
mission. This was His passion. What’s yours?

The rich man in Luke 16 cried out in agony because he was separated 
from God for eternity. Millions of Maryland and Delaware residents 
will one day do the same unless someone shares the love of Christ 
with them.  Jesus saw the multitudes and was moved…He saw the 
ten men with leprosy and showed mercy. Can Maryland/Delaware 
Baptists afford to do anything less?

Join us in Ocean City for a season of renewal and rekindling. Our 
churches don’t need another program, process or strategy.  

They need passion.  

2004 BCM/D
Evangelism Conference
                   March 22–23, Ocean City, MD

passion for the perishing.

Registrations ($20 by March 15)
Phone:    (800) 466–5290 ext. 224
Mail:         Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware
                  2004 Evangelism Conference
     10255 Old Columbia Rd.
     Columbia, MD 21046
E–mail:     cbatson@bcmd.org
Web:     www.yourbcmd.org/passion

Reservations (reserve by February 20)
Phone:    (800) 638–2100
Mail:         Clarion Resort Fountainbleau
     10100 Coastal Highway
     Ocean City, MD 21842
E–mail:     info@clarionoc.com
Web:     www.clarionoc.com

Reggie 
McNeal

Rickey 
Bolden

Ike
Reighard

The Akin Family 

Visit www.yourbcmd.org/passion for more!

Featuring:



By Lee Weeks

BLOOMINGTON, Minn. 
—Stephanie Smith had never 
thought much of the rough-
and-tumble sport of ice hockey. 
But an experience in a hospi-
tal emergency room in 1993 
helped her 
realize the 
hockey are-
na would be 
her mission 
field.

A 
profes-
sional ath-
letic trainer, 
Smith 
was fill-
ing in for a 
friend who 
worked 
with an am-
ateur hock-
ey team 
the night 
she found 
herself dealing with both a 
serious head injury and a wait-
ing-room brawl between op-
posing players. She not only 
broke up the fight, but also led 
the roomful of angry players 
in prayer for their injured col-
league. 

“After everyone settled 
down, people began asking me 
about what they described in 
me as a ‘quiet strength,’” she 
recounted. “I shared with them 
the hope that I have in know-
ing that God is in control. It 
was that Halloween night that 

I discovered that my medical 
training and my faith naturally 
work together and are a perfect 
fit for working in the hockey 
community.”

Since then, Smith has used 
her platform to foster a grow-
ing Christian influence in the 

amateur hockey community.  
Most recently, she and her 
husband, Ross, launched the 
Twin Cities Northern Lights- 
a junior-league hockey team 
founded on distinctly Chris-
tian principles that last year 
defied all expectations to win a 
state championship and place 
fifth in the USA Hockey na-
tional tournament.

Through their youth evan-
gelism role with the Minneso-
ta-Wisconsin Southern Baptist 
Convention, the Smiths also 
are among nearly 5,200 mis-

sionaries in the United States 
and Canada supported by the 
Annie Armstrong Easter Offer-
ing for North American Mis-
sions. They are featured during 
the March 7-14 Week of Prayer, 
which this year focuses on 
“The World at Our Doorstep.”

Smith 
works with 
both a pri-
vate high 
school and 
the Northern 
Lights organi-
zation, while 
also helping 
churches learn 
how they can 
reach out to 
youth in their 
own communi-
ties. She also 
has received 
recognition na-
tionally for her 
skills, includ-
ing an oppor-

tunity to serve as a trainer dur-
ing the 2002 Winter Olympics.

“(God) is trying to get the 
attention of people in the hock-
ey community, and let them 
know that He loves them and 
would like to have a personal 
relationship with them,” she 
said. “To so many people we’ve 
met this is brand-new informa-
tion.”

The Northern Lights, 
which they founded in 2002 
with Ross as general manager, 
was another example of a God-
given opportunity. Their play-

ers must abstain from tobacco, 
drugs and alcohol, and are 
required to complete 100 hours 
of community service each 
year. They aren’t required to 
be Christians, but it often be-
comes contagious. And church-
es are regularly enlisted as 
partners in the effort, serving 
as volunteer hosts at games.

 “Our team is a bridge 
where people can see that there 
is a place for God in hockey,” 
Stephanie said.

That’s important in Min-
nesota, where one in nine resi-
dents has some type of connec-
tion to the sport. 

In the midst of their busy 
schedules, the Smiths are ever 
mindful about turning con-
versations toward God. At one 
summer hockey camp, staffed 
by the Smiths, nearly 200 
children and teenagers made 
public professions of faith in 
Christ.

 “Hockey is a sport known 
for violence, anger, lack of self-
control, and just acting out of 
who you are,” Stephanie said. 
“Christianity is about God 
transforming us, giving us 
control and meekness - power 
under control. Once people no-
tice the difference, they want 
to know more. ... And that 
gives us the opportunity to 
talk about a relationship with 
God.”

For the latest information 
on the Northern Lights hockey 
team, visit www.northernlight
shockey.com.

Inroads for Christ within the ice hockey community

By James Dotson

KIANA, Alaska—God 
first began working in John 
and Kim Piepmeier’s lives 
through their local church. But 
it wasn’t long before they were 
involved in full-time service 
close to home — and finally to 
a land that is about as close to 
“the ends of the earth” as any-
where.

Their ministry is now to 
Kiana Mission and the people 
of Kiana, a Native Alaskan 
village above the Arctic Circle 
- where temperatures routinely 
dip to 50 below during the 
long winters.

“The Bible tells us that the 
Lord has many offices and 
places where He wants each of 
us, and I feel that’s what He’s 
done with us,” said John. “He’s 
equipped us with the ability to 
handle it and enjoy it here.”

The Piepmeiers are among 
nearly 5,200 missionaries in 
the United States and Canada 
supported by the Annie Arm-
strong Easter Offering for 
North American Missions. 
They are featured during the 

March 7-14 Week of Prayer and 
the North American Mission 
Study, which this year focuses 
on “The World at Our Door-
step.”

John and Kim were 36 
years old when they accepted 
Christ, and it was three or four 
years later that they began to 
feel God might be calling them 
to full-time ministry. After 
working in resort ministry 
at Lake of the Ozarks in Mis-
souri, they soon began feeling 
God’s call to work in Alaska.

They served through Mis-
sion Service Corps, which al-
lows missionaries to serve un-
der the auspices of the North 
American Mission Board but 
with responsibility for raising 
their own personal financial 
support.

While awed by the natural 
beauty of the area, the harsh 
conditions required an adjust-
ment. There is not only cold, 
but isolation. Most food - or 
anything else - is flown in to 
Kiana’s  small airstrip. Milk is 
$5 for a half gallon; bleach is 
$20 a gallon. 

Those factors likely had 

something to do with why 
there had not been a Southern 
Baptist presence in the town 
since 1975, when a former mis-
sionary retired.

“There had been a whole 
generation that had grown up 
without the Baptist mission 
running all the time. Some 
people have told me they can 
really tell the difference, and 
they want their children to be 
involved here,” said John.

Initially they got to know 
the people by attending basket-
ball games, schools, the store, 
and just visiting residents.

“It’s a small village,” Kim 
said. “Going around the out-
side of the village you’d be 
lucky if you got a mile and a 
half. So when you’re new in 
town everybody knows you 
real quick.”

 Kim even took advantage 
of her own interest in sew-
ing to have women teach her 
particular native crafts. She 
formed friendships in the pro-
cess. 

The ministry to children 
and youth is also strong, with 
a Good News Club offered on 

Friday afternoons and a youth 
group every Sunday night. 
Sunday attendance is often 
made up of more children than 
adults.

And they are making a 
difference, with 73 professions 
of faith recorded since they ar-
rived.

“We believe that there’s 
going to be a great revival,” 
John said. “... We believe that 
because of all the recent salva-
tions that we’ve had we’re see-
ing a spark of what the Lord is 
about to do.”

Missionaries leave many comfort zones to share 

Christ in northern Alaska

Special 

Offering

Focus

BL • February 2004 • 9

“Hockey is a 

sport known for 

violence, anger, 

lack of self-control, 

and just acting out 

of who you are. 

Christianity is about 

God transforming us, 

giving us control and 

meekness— power 

under control. Once 

people notice the 

difference, they want 

to know more... And 

that gives us the 

opportunity to talk 

about a relationship 

with God.”

— Stephanie Smith
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Mir is counselor, liason and friend of Hispanics

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

LAUREL, Md.—During 
the night, Segundo Mir and 
his wife Doris, aren’t surprised 
when a midnight visitor comes 
knocking at their door. After 
all, that happens to pastors 
from time to time – people 
wanting food, or in a crisis 
and needing encouragement. 
But Mir gets more visitors 
than usual and the requests 
are varied. He gets frightened 
Hispanics, unsure how to deal 
with a crisis in America. They 
come sick, afraid to go to the 
hospital. Others are involved 
in violent situations or they are 
the victims and need police 
protection, but they’re afraid. 
Mir is the encourager, the 
helper, the liaison. He offers 
prayers and makes the calls to 
smooth out the diffi cult situ-
ations. He is their friend and 
he is the pastor of the Spanish 
congregation of First Church, 
Laurel.

Mir has a reputation in the 
community. He’s been there 
fourteen years. 

“Everybody knows me,” 
Mir says smiling. And that 
fame helps the community and 
the cause of Christ. Some of 
those who know Mir include 
Laurel’s mayor, Craig Moe, and 

city and police offi cials. They 
too need Mir and come to him 
seeking a liaison and transla-
tor, trying to deal with the 
Hispanic population’s unique 
problems – a population that 
has doubled in the past decade. 
Local newspaper reporters 
contact Mir when they need 
information about Hispanic is-
sues. Mir attends regular com-
munity meetings at City Hall, 

schools and at the church de-
signed to meet needs and build 
trust. He translates, answers 
questions and helps work to 
alleviate the problems of alco-
holism, drug abuse, crime, vio-

lence and 
housing 
diffi cul-
ties.  

Many 
Hispan-
ics work 
unusu-
ally long 
hours 
to make 
ends meet 
and of-
ten fi nd 
them-
selves 
taken 
advan-
tage of by 
thieves, 
unscru-
pulous 
business 
people 

and landlords. Their needs are 
unique and they need the un-
derstanding someone like Mir 
can offer.  

 The Hispanic congregation 
meets for blended worship at 
12:30 p.m. on Sundays. Mir has 
an offi ce across the street from 
the church in a small home 
overlooking the church’s school 
playground. He watches chil-
dren play outside of his offi ce 

window and also keeps a sharp 
eye out for trouble. 

Mir’s congregation has 
grown from its original 30 
when Mir began in September 
1989. It doubled in size after 
the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11 
and now averages about 120 a 
week. The Hispanic congrega-
tion is different from most. It’s 
constantly changing. Mir said 
some of that is due to military 
and government transfers. 
Some Hispanics have come for 
a short time to work for money 
then go back across the border. 
Mir has the unique opportu-
nity to truly plant seeds and 
send missionaries throughout 
the world. 

To make the most of that 
situation, he focuses on leader-
ship training. 

Mir says, “If you teach peo-
ple you add people. When you 
teach leaders you multiply.” 

In fact, Mir is a ministry 
multiplier for LifeWay, leading 
leadership seminars and shar-
ing his experiences. 

He bases his program on 
Jethro’s advice to Moses. In 
Exodus 18:13-27, Jethro, Mo-
ses’ father-in-law, sees Moses 
burdened with too much re-
sponsibility and shows Moses 
how to develop followers and 
teach them to lead others. Mir 
trains his leaders and delegates, 
teaching the leaders and ulti-
mately bringing more people 
into the kingdom.

Mir travels on mission 
trips preaching and teaching 
through the Dominican Repub-
lic, Puerto Rico, Cuba, Peru, 
Canada, Mexico and other 
lands throughout the world 
and the United States.  

Each Sunday he hosts a 
radio program on channel 90 
AM from 9:30 to 9:45 a.m.  It’s a 
live show with an open forum. 
After preaching, Mir fi elds 
questions from callers. He of-
fers tapes of the broadcasts. 

Members of the Hispanic 
congregation are always busy. 
They recently completed the 40 
days of purpose campaign and 
the FAITH Sunday School pro-
gram. Mir said he’s currently 
teaching the study “The Life 
of Jesus” to learn from Him in 
order to be like Him. 

Mir was raised in Cuba 
and began ministering in Mi-
ami for a short period of time 
when he felt the call to Mary-
land. His friends warned him 
he’d have three giants to slay 
– the language barrier, the cold 
and the loneliness. He obeyed 
God’s call and slew the giants, 
learning English, getting ac-
climated to the cooler weather 
and embracing a new church 
family. 

Though he’s had ministry 
offers from all over the world, 
Mir is content to stay and min-
ister in Laurel. 

“The Lord called me here 
and He’s kept me here.”   

Pastor Segundo Mir introduces 97-year old Concepcion Torres, who has been the treasurer 

of the Spanish congregation for 13 years. “She is the soul of the church and an inspiration 

to all of us,” Mir said.

Ministers Wives Retreat
Turf Valley Resort and 
Conference Center
Ellicott City, MD
March 26-27, 2004

inspiration, relaxation and 
fellowship for only $49!

for more information call 
(800) 466-5290, ext. 261 or visit 
www.yourbcmd.org/events/retreat
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Youth and children’s camps offer multi-level 

ministry opportunities
By Sharon Mager

Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md.—Kids 
and teens who like perform-
ing arts can look forward to a 
week of lights, camera, action 
and fun this summer. The 
Mid-Atlantic Youth Perform-
ing Arts Camp (YPAC) and 
“All About 
Kids Produc-
tions” camps 
are full of op-
portunities for 
hands-on ar-
tistic and spir-
itual growth. 
Both camps 
are offered 
through the 
BCM/D sum-
mer camps 
program in 
partnership 
with Lamp-
light Artists 
in Columbia, 
a ministry 
founded and 
directed by 
Del Morgan, 
minister of worship, Covenant 
Church, Columbia. 

YPAC will be held July 
25-29 at Skycroft Conference 
Center in Middletown, Md. 
The children’s day camp will 
be offered in six locations in 
the BCM/D area throughout 
the summer. 

Teens will be involved 
in worship, vocal and instru-
mental music, theater, creative 
movement, lighting, audio, 
tech and multi-media interac-
tive experiences. The youth 
choose a tract they want to fol-
low through the week, so they 
get specifi c training; but they 
also get a taste of other tracts 
through elective classes. 

The 2004 YPAC theme 
“The Great Masquerade” 
will center on the contrast of 
secular and spiritual concepts 
of man’s image. Bible studies 
include Image is Everything, 
Masquerade, An Image to Die 
For, and The Great Masquerade 
or the Ultimate Metamorphosis. 
The Georgia-based Nick Akin 
band will lead praise and wor-
ship and Jeremy Lee, founder 
of Revolution Ministries in 
Tennessee, will be the featured 
speaker each evening. 

Teens (individuals or 
groups) that have a prepared 
drama, music or creative 
movement piece can register 
prior to camp to participate 
in the Talent Showcase. There 
will also be an opportunity for 
youth to submit short videos 
in advance of the camp for 
entry into the camp Film Fes-
tival.

Fifteen-year-old Trace 
Forbes, played bass guitar dur-
ing the youth camp last year. 
He liked the small, personal 
feel and the opportunity to get 
to know people well.  

“The counselors were real-
ly friendly, cool people,” Trace 
said. In addition to the praise 
band tract, Trace chose a “lean 
on me” class from a creative 
movement section for one of 
his electives. “It was interest-
ing to see how a small and big 
person could distribute their 
weight evenly.”

“Del Morgan is a good 
pastor. Every night we’d have 
a message. He would always 
give us something different to 
think about. In the morning 
we had a Bible study with a 
devotional. It’s a good way to 
wake up in the morning.” 

Children who participate 
in the All About Kids Produc-

tions day camps also learn 
about image through hands-
on activities. They too will 
explore the arts – vocal music, 
creative movement, theater 
and other activities. The kids 
begin each day with an intro-
duction to the day’s theme and 
then progress through differ-
ent classes and activities.   

Eight-year-old Christen 
Norris attended last year’s 
camp. Christen liked the dra-
ma sketches and music.  

“I had a great drama and 
music teacher. I also got to 
meet new friends,” she said.

Her brother Michael went 
to the children’s camp for two 
years and will advance to the 
youth camp this year. 

“There was always some-
thing to do. It was never bor-
ing,” he said. He had a strong 
role in one of the program’s 
sketches. “I learned how to 
act and how to synchronize 
with other’s movements. I’m 
looking forward to the youth 
camp; I think it’s going to be 
fun.”

“It was a wonderful ex-
perience,” Pawnee Camp said 
of last year’s camps. Pawnee 
served as artistic director for 
last year’s All About Kids 
Productions camp and as a 
drama instructor for the youth 
camp. “The biggest thing I love 
about these camps is to see the 
young lives exposed to the arts 
and get excited about the in-
dividual things they’re asked 
to be a part of. We watched 
them develop in their abilities 
in the arts for Christ and yet 
required them to uphold the 
fi nest in excellence and not ac-
cept mediocrity as the level for 
the Christian venue,” Pawnee 
said. 

“As youth and children 
explore and expand their gift-
edness they’ll grow in their 
understanding of God’s pur-
poses,” Del Morgan said.  

Six to eight college stu-
dents, working as summer 
missionaries/ performing 
art interns will participate in 
leading this year’s camps. The 
students will meet together 

with Morgan and other artists 
for two weeks of training and 
preparation for the camps. The 
college student’s participation 
is a key element in Lamplight 
Artists’ intern program.

“It gives an opportunity 
for college students to be men-
tored, to grow in their gifted-
ness as artists and to do it in 

the context of 
ministry…they, 
in turn, minis-
ter to the kids,” 
Morgan said. 

Morgan 
is soft spoken 
but passionate 
about the min-
istry of Lamp-
light Artists. He 
founded Lamp-
light in an effort 
to help churches 
shape the next 
generation of 
Christian world-
view artists to 
impact nations 
for Christ. Mor-
gan has degrees 
in music and 

Biblical studies, 30 years of lo-
cal church pastoral experience 
in the areas of worship, youth 
and creative arts ministries 
and is a music and worship 
arts consultant for the Baptist 
Convention of Pennsylvania/
South Jersey. 

He desperately wants 
churches to catch the vision. 
Lamplight Artists partners 
with churches for the camps 
– but it’s more than just a 
camp experience. As Lamp-
light ministers to college stu-
dents, and those students and 
their leaders minister to the 
children, Morgan hopes the 

program transcends a one-
week camp experience. As the 
college students grow, Morgan 
hopes they take what they’ve 
learned and expand on it. He 
wants churches to continue to 
develop performing arts op-
portunities. He wants them to 
catch that spark of excitement 
for developing young artists, 
advancing the arts to tell the 
story of Jesus, reaching for ex-
cellence and engaging a visu-
ally oriented society for Christ 
using the gifts God has given. 

“We need to penetrate cul-
ture by bringing stories to life 
— and we’ve got the greatest 
story of mankind,” Morgan 
said. 

Morgan wants to raise the 
vision of the performing and 
visual arts. To take the best 
artists and have those artists 
see the world through a Chris-
tian worldview.  

The camps are the begin-
ning of Lamplight Artists and 
they’re growing. Summer 
interns for 2004 will include 
college students from several 
states. Long-term plans in-
clude international performing 
arts camps. 

Other goals of Lamplight 
Artists include building a net-
work of Christian artists for 
ongoing missions opportuni-
ties, developing discipleship 
material and developing an 
Oikos Entertainment Fellow-
ship.

As 
Morgan 
contem-
plated the 
ministry 
he thought 
of the of-
ten-quoted 
phrase “re-
claiming 
the arts for 
Christ,” 
but found 
it to be in-
adequate.  

“It’s not the arts that have 
moved away from God – it’s 
the artists. I believe ‘reclaim-
ing truth in the artistic com-
munity’ might be a better ex-
pression of our purpose. For it 
is the artist, not art, which has 
the will and capacity to make 

decisions and exercise choice. 
It is the artist who will be set 
free by Truth and it is Christ 
who is reclaiming us for HIS 
Kingdom and purposes. For 
me it comes down to obedi-
ence and discipleship … artists 
being conformed to the image 
of Christ.”

Times and locations for 
the children’s camps will be 
available in upcoming issues 
of BaptistLIFE. For more in-
formation about the camps call 
(800) 466-5290, ext. 0.  

“It’s not the arts 

that have moved 

away from God 

– it’s the artists. I 

believe ‘reclaiming 

truth in the artistic 

community’might 

be a better 

expression of 

our purpose.”           

— Del Morgan



Early reports say Southern Baptists giving with 

vision, passion to Lottie Moon Christmas offering

By Mark Kelly 

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—  
Southern Baptists are respond-
ing with vision and passion to 
this year’s Lottie Moon Christ-
mas Offering for International 
Missions, if early reports are 
an indicator.

This past summer, the 
International Mission Board 
announced it was delaying the 
appointment of about 100 new 
missionaries because support 
from Southern Baptist church-
es had not grown as rapidly 
as the number of church mem-
bers coming forward for over-
seas service. IMB President 
Jerry Rankin challenged South-
ern Baptists to respond by in-

creasing their LMCO goals by 
33 percent.

It appears that many 
churches thought even a 33 per-
cent increase wasn’t enough.

For example, First Church 
of Grayson, Ky., a congrega-
tion with about 200 in Sunday 
School, set a church record 
when they gave $2,500 to the 
2002 Lottie Moon offering. The 
church was moved, however, 
by the news that new mission-
aries were having to wait for 
appointment and decided to set 
a goal of $10,000 for this year’s 
offering. Pastor John Newland 
told church members they 
could easily reach that goal if 
each church member set aside 
just $3 a week for 17 weeks. In 
the space of a few weeks, the 
church gave $5,400  — more 
than twice the previous year’s 
record amount. As of Dec. 14, 
the congregation had given 
$6,466.

In Wyoming, Wright 
Church, a congregation of 80 
people, accepted a challenge 
goal of $5,000 for their offer-
ing -- an amount several times 
more than they had ever given. 

When their contributions were 
totaled, the congregation was 
excited to see they had given 
$12,488.84.

Kathleen Church, a congre-
gation of about 500 in central 
Florida, gave about $20,000 
to the Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering in 2002. This year, 
however, pastor Danny Hood 
challenged them to double their 
giving.

Moved by the reports of 
missionaries who were ready 
to go but could not be sent for 
lack of funds, the church set 
their goal at $40,000. When they 
held their ingathering on Dec. 
14, however, church members 
gave $75,463.22.

Staff and trustees of the 
International Mission Board 
gave more than $255,000 — an 
amount exceeded by only six 
churches in 2002. The trustees 
registered 100 percent par-
ticipation in the offering for a 
total of $100,214. The staff and 
trustees combined (550 people) 
averaged gifts of $463 each.

Sacrifi cial expressions of 
personal commitment to the 
mission task are encouraging, 

IMB President Jerry Rankin 
said.  “We are richly blessed by 
being able to work each day 
with a staff that has a devotion 
and passion for undergirding 
and supporting our missionar-
ies around the world,” he said. 
To see them make this kind of 
sacrifi cial fi nancial commitment 
to their support, knowing the 
needs of their families and lim-
ited resources at this time of the 
year, stirs my heart. And while 
our trustees are leading their 
churches to give at a signifi cant 
level to the Lottie Moon Christ-
mas Offering, they also have re-
fl ected their personal commit-
ment to what we are all about 
by giving more than $100,000 
this year. I trust Southern Bap-
tists and all our churches will 
follow their example.

“This is the greatest time 
of opportunity we have ever 
seen as Southern Baptists,” said 
Avery Willis, the board’s senior 
vice president for overseas op-
erations. “I believe that, as they 
begin to see the world as God 
sees it, we will see the greatest 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offer-
ing in history.” 
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VBS — the biggest event of the year!
By June Holland

COLUMBIA, Md.—Many 
of us have fond memories of 
our childhood in Vacation 
Bible School. Over the years, 
thousands of people made 
their decisions to become 
Christians during VBS.

Through the years, times 
have changed and the way we 
conduct VBS is different. But 
the impact and importance 
of VBS remains paramount. 
A typical VBS is fi ve days in 
length; held in mornings or 
evenings and sometimes on 
the weekend. There are classes 
for all ages including adults. 
Nutritious snacks have re-

placed Kool-Aid and cookies. 
Most importantly, VBS empha-
sizes the Bible. VBS curriculum 
is designed to relate all the ar-
eas of study and activity to the 
VBS theme. Bible study, mis-
sions and crafts work together 
to teach those attending about 
God, the Bible, Jesus and His 
purpose in their lives.

VBS offers churches a 
tremendous opportunity to 

evangelize and disciple chil-
dren, youth and adults. What 
great outreach possibilities! 
There are many choices of cur-
riculum to choose from –– a 
choice must be made by the 
pastor, director and church. It’s 
important to research several 
curriculums and understand 
their approach to teaching to 
determine which is best for 
your church. Prayerfully and 
carefully make your choice.

NOW…imagine your VBS 
taking place in Japan…majestic 
images of snow-capped Mt. 
Fuji…fi sh windsocks blowing 
in the breeze…valleys covered 
in rice fi elds…travel on a bul-
let train. LifeWay’s VBS Far-out 

Far East Rickshaw Rally—Racing 
to the Son connects essential 
spiritual disciplines: Bible 
study, prayer, worship and fel-
lowship.

The fi rst stop on this 
adventure outlines your mis-
sion—to train persons for the 
race of a lifetime, a race worth 
winning and the ultimate 
prize—a relationship with 
Jesus as Savior and Lord. “Do 

you not know that the runners in 
a stadium all race, but only one 
receives the prize? Run in such a 
way that you may win.” I Corin-
thians 9:24 (HCSB)

Jacob Shin, a former mis-
sionary to Japan and BCM/D 
consultant for language 
churches, gives his personal in-
sight: “I believe this year’s VBS 
curriculum, LifeWay’s Far-out 
Far East Rickshaw Rally—Racing 
to the Son is going to be a valu-
able Bible material to all Chris-
tian children. I understand that 
this year’s VBS theme was de-
veloped in a 15-month process 
and that the developers had 
consulted experts in Japanese 
culture and language and trav-
eled to Japan to research and 
fi lm the curriculum.

“It is my understanding 
that the reason LifeWay has 
chosen topics that relate to the 
culture of Japan and used sym-
bols like rickshaws, umbrellas 
and kites was that children 
could be exposed to another 
culture and appreciate the 
richness of it.

“The rickshaw was in-
vented in Japan in 1869 by a 
man named Kosuke Takayama. 
It was invented to be used as 
a basic means of transporta-
tion. If we were to compare 
the function of the rickshaw 
to western culture, it could be 
compared to the taxi. Typically 
pulled by a man, the people 
who pulled a rickshaw for a 
living were considered profes-
sional workers, nothing less.

“After its invention, the use 
and popularity of the rickshaw 
quickly spread to China, Korea 
and other East Asian countries. 
The rickshaw was used as a 
form of basic transportation in 
many East Asian countries.

“As a person who was 
born in China and grew up in 
Korea, spent many years as a 
pastor in the U.S. and served as 
a missionary in Japan, I do not 

fi nd this year’s VBS theme of-
fensive to Asians. Symbols like 
chopsticks, umbrellas, kites, 
rickshaws, paper lunch boxes 
are not stereotypical of Asian 
culture. For Japanese people, 
chopsticks and paper lunch-
boxes are something they use 
every day, just like Americans 
use forks and knives in every-
day life. 

As we know, the country 
of Japan is an island; therefore, 
the people in Japan have to 
deal with more rain and wind 
than any other Asians. The 
frequent use of umbrellas is 
not strange because it rains fre-
quently in Japan. Japanese love 
to make kites and go kiting 
because of their windy climate. 
They love their Fuji Mountain 
just like Americans love the 
Grand Canyon. The ocean in 
Japan is known for its beauty 
and pearl production.

“Japan is known for its 
economic success and richness 
of culture. But the people of Ja-
pan do not know the true God. 
Instead, they worship thou-
sands of false gods. Although 
the people are monetarily 
wealthy, they are extremely 
poor spiritually. I believe that 
through this year’s VBS theme 
we can learn more about the 
culture of Japan in order that 
we can share the gospel of 
Jesus with them more effec-
tively. Let us also pray that as 
children in America attend this 
year’s VBS, they will develop 
a sense of urgency in sharing 
the gospel with the people of 
Japan. Let us pray that God 
will use this year’s VBS theme 
as an effective tool to reach the 
people in Japan.”

For more information, call 
June Holland at (800) 466-5290, 
ext. 233 for additional curricu-
lum themes and helps. Sum-
mer is the time for VBS and 
VBS is the time to learn about 
Jesus and put Him fi rst.

“As a person who 

was born in China 

and grew up in Korea, 

spent many years as a 

pastor in the U.S. and 

served as a mission-

ary in Japan, I do not 

find this year’s VBS 

theme offensive to 

Asians.” 

— Jacob Shin
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Say it ain’t so Dave – Evangelicals and the cultural mainstream  

Every day I read the New 
York Times. I have to 
see what’s happening in 

the world in order to do this 
broadcast. But sometimes it 
sets my teeth on edge. 

A couple of weeks ago 
David Brooks, the Times new 
and generally conservative 
columnist, wrote a provocative 
op-ed piece titled “The Na-
tional Creed.” In it Brooks ar-
gues that Americans hold their 
religious beliefs very loosely. 
We feel free to jump from one 
church to the next as if the dif-
ferences make no difference. 
Brooks writes that Americans 
believe that, “In the final days, 
the distinctions will fade away, 
and we will all be united in 
God’s embrace. This happy as-
sumption has meant that mil-
lions feel free to try on differ-
ent denominations at different 
points in their lives, and many 
Americans have had trouble 
taking religious doctrines alto-
gether seriously.” 

As a result, says Brooks, 
we tend to think that all people 

of good will are “basically on 
the same side,” we practice 
religion that is easygoing and 
experiential rather than rigor-
ous and intellectual, and we 
“have trouble sustaining cul-
ture wars.”

Regarding culture wars 
Brooks writes, “As the sociolo-
gist Alan Wolfe demonstrates 
in his book, The Transforma-
tion of American Religion, 
evangelical churches are part 
of mainstream American cul-
ture, not dissenters from it.” 

You rarely read a column 
that is as worthy of serious 
consideration as this one. If 
Brooks, a careful and insight-
ful observer of cultural trends, 
is right, this is a devastating 
indictment of the Church. God 
forbid that we should ever be-
come part of the mainstream. 
By our very character, living in 
a sinful world, we’re called to 
be countercultural, a force for 
moral change. 

Now, in one way, of course, 
we always have to be part of 
mainstream society in the 

sense that God has put us in 
this country. We’re called to be 
good citizens and good neigh-
bors. We are not somewhere 
out on the fringes. Jesus made 
it clear that we are to be “in the 
world.” What He told us not to 
do is be “of the world.”

Some leaders have re-
cently argued that Christians 
are aliens and can always 
expect to be persecuted and 
reviled. So instead of fighting 
back, we ought to be content 
in our roles, or just build our 
churches. This can only lead to 
passivity and despair. As one 
friend of mine noted, being a 
peculiar people needs “to be 
set against the fact that we 
are called to be ambassadors 
to the world, fully engaged 
with it, and followers of a 
faith in which the Incarnation 
is central … retreating to a 
Christian cul-de-sac is not the 
proper outworking of what 
we believe.” I couldn’t agree 
more. Only by contact with the 
culture can we effectively seek 
to change it so that the City 

of Man more consistently re-
sembles the City of God. And 
if we don’t seek to engage and 
change the culture, the culture 
inevitably changes us. 

Since the early eighties, 
evangelicals have been serious 
about cultural engagement. 
Often we’ve done it ham-hand-
edly to be sure, but we’ve 
been active. This is no time to 
retreat, no time to give up, and 
certainly no time to blend com-
fortably into the mainstream. I 
pray that Brooks is wrong, but 
that his words and my words 
will serve as a badly needed 
wake-up call for the Church.

Copyright © 2004 Prison 
Fellowship Ministries. Reprinted 

with permission. “BreakPoint 
with Chuck Colson” is a radio 
ministry of Prison Fellowship 
Ministries. Prison Fellowship 
Ministries® may withdraw or 

modify this grant of permission at 
any time. To receive “BreakPoint” 

commentaries daily, you can 
subscribe for free at http://

www.breakpoint.org/.

Is your church visitor friendly?

By Morris Vickers
Guest Writer

A recent move I made 
from Maryland to Ar-
kansas enables me to 

do something I could never do 
in 30 years of full time minis-
try. I am free on Sunday’s to 
visit churches, large and small, 
denominational and indepen-
dent, liturgical and spontane-
ous. I am a stranger and fi rst 
time visitor in each situation. 
My experiences lead me to 
ask this question: How visitor 
friendly is your church?

It begins with the parking 
lot.

Do signs, clearly visible 
from the street, tell the times 
of services? Churches conduct 
services at several times on 
Sundays. What is not always 
apparent is knowing when to 
arrive. One church I attended 
required me to stop a person 
coming out of a building and 
ask. 

Are special parking spaces 
identifi ed for visitors and 
how are they used? I pulled 
into one parking lot with fi ve 
spaces well marked for “First 
Time Visitors.” I was early so 
I began to drink my fi rst cup 
of coffee. A short time later 
people arrived in three other 
cars and parked in the spaces 
marked for visitors. Hearing 
them talk to each other I could 
tell they were members of that 
church.

What should members do 
when they see someone un-
known to them park their car 
and begin to walk toward the 
church buildings? Most of my 
experiences have been that of 
receiving a casual glance in 
my direction, perhaps a nod of 
the head and maybe a “hello.” 
Members of one church did an 
excellent job at this point. The 
couple walked in my direction 
from their vehicle, introduced 
themselves, asked a couple 
of basic questions and then 
said, “Would you like to come 

and sit with us during the 
service?” Once we were inside 
the foyer they introduced me, 
by name, to fi ve or six other 
people. At the conclusion of 
the service, they introduced 
me to several more people.

Directions into and within 
the building.

Are entrances to where the 
worship and educational spac-
es are located clearly marked? 
Are members stationed at all 
doorways that lead from the 
outside? How long are greeters 
in position to receive visitors? 
One church had a large banner 
over an outside entrance that 
read “Welcome Center.” How-
ever, there was one problem. 
There was no one from the 
church at the Welcome Center. 
I stood there for several min-
utes, picked up a brochure or 
two and had several people 
walk past me and never say a 
word. Maybe they were visi-
tors also.

Are signs giving direc-
tions to rooms clearly visible 
from a distance? What do the 
signs communicate? Signs at-
tached to a fl at surface are less 
visible than ones that project 
out from a wall. I arrived at 
a church in time for “Sunday 
School” and in the educational 
wing of the building began 
to read the signs identifying 
classes. Most of the signs on 
classroom doors gave a class 
name but without reference to 
age level or study content.  

In the Worship Center 
On every visit I have been 

given literature, a few words 
of welcome and then left to 
fi nd myself a seat. Usually no 
one seated in front, back or on 
either side acknowledges my 
presence. This is the most com-
mon failing I fi nd in churches. 
I have literally sat for as much 
as ten minutes, smiling and 
making eye contact with 
people all around me and not 
had one person respond with 
a greeting. Church members 

become so involved in con-
versation with each other that 
visitors are invisible. 

How to recognize guests 
in the worship time is one of 
the most sensitive 
considerations. Most 
churches I have at-
tended ask visitors 
to identify them-
selves. I chose not 
to be recognized at 
one church but did 
purposely make eye 
contact with the as-
sociate pastor, who 
visually responded. 
At the conclusion of 
the service I exited 
by the door where 
the associate pastor 
was positioned and 
introduced myself. 
Over the next two 
weeks, the associate 
pastor telephoned 
me and the pastor 
called and left an in-
vitation to a Thurs-
day morning men’s 
Bible study on my 
answering machine. 

An example 
of how not to rec-
ognize visitors oc-
curred recently. The 
church recognized 
visitors by having 
members stand “in 
honor” of guests 
who were to remain 
seated. This is manipulation of 
visitors. It is saying, “We are 
not giving you a choice. You 
will be recognized whether 
you like it or not.” This church 
is on my “do not return for a 
second visit” list.

Visitor follow-up
How does the church, in 

the following week, use the in-
formation left by a visitor?

When someone comes to your 
church it is for a reason. They 
cannot be ministered to if contact 
is not made to fi nd out why they 
came. This requires more than 
mailing them a letter saying 
thanks for coming and please 

return. A simple telephone call 
asking, “What led you to come 
to our worship service” is a le-
gitimate question. If the visitor 
has left enough personal infor-

mation to know how to contact 
them it is because they want to 
hear from the church.

Every church will benefi t 
if it asks itself the question: 
As visitors experience us, are 
we a visitor friendly church? 
My hope is that this brief ac-
counting of recent experiences 
will provide some ideas as you 
consider your answer to this 
question.

Editor’s Note: Morris Vick-
ers is a retired Baptist minister 
with more than 30 years of full 

time pastoral experience. He may 
be reached at (479) 925-2939 or 

MVministry@aol.com.

Chuck Colson

Host of “BreakPoint 

with Chuck Colson”

“This is no time 

to retreat, no time to 

give up, and certainly 

no time to blend 

comfortably into the 

mainstream.”

— Chuck Colson



An increasingly popular 
way to make charitable 
donations is by 

paycheck deduction. That 
is, a donor designates that a 
certain portion of their pay 
each pay period be transferred 
electronically to their favorite 
charity. This is a super-

efficient way to make regular 
donations, helping charities 
not only with the raw resource 
of the money donated, but also 
with a predictable schedule of 
donations useful for planning 
and budgeting.

Please consider giving 
to Baptist Family through 

such a plan. These plans are 
facilitated in the Maryland 
and Delaware area by state 
and local governments for 
their workers and by the 
United Way for workers in the 
private sector. 

Please note that, 
even though the United 

Way administers 
this program for 
hundreds of charities 
in Maryland and 
Delaware, Baptist 
Family is not a United 
Way agency—that is 
to say, Baptist Family 
receives only those 
donations designated 
to it by our donors. We 
do not accept donations 
from the United Way 
itself.

So, to get started, 
donors should contact 
their human resources 
or payroll department 
with the appropriate 
agency identification 

information, selected from the 
list below. After that, just tell 
your H.R. department how 
much you would like to give 
each payroll. It’s as easy as 
that! 

If you have any questions 
about this process, please call 
or email Tim Durkin: (410) 
782-1050, ext. 143 or 
tdurkin@baptistfamily.org.

Agency ID numbers for 
different programs:
• Combined Federal 

Campaigns for Central 
Maryland: 4166

• Combined Federal 
Campaigns for the 
National Campaign Area: 
7010

• Maryland Charity 
Campaign: 5287

• Combined Charity 
Campaign: 4166

• United Way Campaigns: 
no number; designate all 
gifts to Baptist Family & 
Children’s Services
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Bob Gerstmyer

BFCS Executive Director

For more information 
about BFCS, or to ask 
questions or comment 

on articles on this page, 
please call BFCS 
Public Relations 

Associate, Tim Durkin 
(410) 872-1050 ext. 143 

Baptist Family and 

Children’s Services  
7175 Columbia 

Gateway Dr., Suite F 
Columbia, MD 21046

Phone: 
(410) 872-1050    
(800) 621-8834 

Fax: 
(410) 872-1047 

E-mail: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org
Online: 

www.baptistfamily.org

Would you like to be on 
our e-mail list? 

Send a message to: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org

Rejoice with those who rejoice and 
weep with those who weep (Ro-
mans 12:15).

The Bible helps us to un-
derstand that people 
have feelings. It affirms 

that it is right and good to al-
low ourselves and others to ex-

press those feel-
ngs. The apostle

Paul does not say,
“Cheer up those
who weep and
discourage those
who are overjoy-
ul.”

Paul reminds 
us to enter into
he joys and sor-
ows of others
o that they and

we might grow
as children of
God. When we
eek not to try
o change our
hildren’s emo-
ions, but to

understand our
hildren and to
eally hear what
hey are saying

and feeling, we
encourage a bond
of closeness that
opens the door to
growth and free-
dom.

Do for others 
what you want

them to do for you: This is the 
meaning of the Law of Moses 
and of the teachings of the 
prophets (Matthew 7:12).

“But, you’re not listening 
to me!” How many times have 
you heard or said those words? 
We all desire to be heard. 
When someone hears us, we 
feel that we are understood. 
There is power in being under-
stood.

Jesus tells us to consider 
what we want others to do for 
us, and then to do those very 
things for them. As we live 
out the Golden Rule, we treat 
our children as we want to be 

treated. We actively listen to 
them! And as we do, we model 
the lifestyle that Jesus taught 
— so that they learn how to 
treat others. 

Communicating effectively 
is one of the most common ar-
eas that parents and children 
alike report to be an everyday 
struggle. Whether we are the 
“listener” or the “communica-
tor,” there is an ever present in-
terest that what we are saying 
or hearing is being interpreted 
correctly. Many adults and 
children have difficulty ex-
pressing themselves, especially 
when it comes to feelings. 

These alternatives to ex-
pressing feelings openly are 
lacking in effectiveness. Open 
and honest communication is 
always the most effective. So, 
why don’t we engage in it more 
frequently?

It is often the response or 
reaction of the listener that 
teaches us how to communi-
cate. Many children say they 
don’t talk to their parents be-
cause their parents don’t listen. 
“All they do is criticize, judge 
and lecture.” The first part of 
effective communication, then, 
is active listening.

Effective active listening 
involves more than just paying 
attention. It includes active, 
empathetic and supportive 
behaviors which tell the child, 
“I understand, please go on.” 
The listener creates an environ-
ment in which the child feels 
free to express and develop his 
thoughts. Through statements 
like, “you sound discouraged 
about...” or “it sounds like you 
are feeling discouraged...,” the 
active listener gives the person 
speaking neutral summaries 
about what is being said. These 
summaries encourage the oth-
er party to continue speaking.

The components of active 
listening are as follows:

1. Listen and be atten-
tive to what your child is 
saying, both verbally and 
non-verbally. If you find 

yourself listening only in order 
to respond to your child with 
an opinion or advice - STOP! 
Simply listen! 

2. Identify the feeling 
or emotion that your child 
is expressing. This is not al-
ways easy! Many people do not 
express feelings openly and 
clearly. Therefore, this requires 
some detective work in order 
to accurately identify the feel-
ing or emotion.

3. Reflect the feeling 
back using phrases like: “You 
seem (feeling word).” “You 
sound (feeling word).”

If you’re like most people, 
you have your “favorite words” 
to express yourself, especially 
when it comes to communi-
cating feelings. In order to 
identify various feelings based 
on the intensity of the feeling 
being expressed we need to be 
in search of a variety of feeling 
words.

In active listening we listen 
with our ears, but we also, and 
more importantly, listen with 
our eyes and our heart. Com-
munication experts estimate, in 
fact, that only 10 percent of our 
communication is represented 
by the words we say. Another 
30 percent is represented by 
our sounds, and 60 percent by 
our body language. 

Parents who take their 
children’s problems on as their 

own try to fix the problem or 
try to help their child feel bet-
ter. This is not active listening 
and may instead become lec-
turing, criticizing or blaming. 
This actually puts your child 
at a disadvantage because they 
miss the opportunity to feel 
the pride a child gets when 
they solve their own problems. 
Although we may feel sorry 
for our child who is not chosen 
to be on the soccer team, the 
disappointment or frustration 
is not directly our problem. A 
good habit to develop is to ask 
yourself, when your child has 
a problem, “Whose problem is 
it?”

You teach your child some 
very important things by ac-
tively listening. You model an 
important way to encourage 
sharing, and you show your 
child that you want to hear 
what he or she has to say. You 
reinforce to your children that 
you believe they are capable of 
making wise decisions, which 
will lead to their discovering 
solutions to their own prob-
lems, a skill they’ll need great-
ly as they grow up.

This article was excerpted 
from Baptist Family’s own 
Parenting Power curriculum. 
If your church would like a 
complimentary copy of the full 
curriculum, call Kim Pekar at 
(410) 872-1050, ext. 144.

Good Samaritans

In Action

It is time for the post-Christmas 
edition of GSIA, where we’ll highlight 
the true identities of those donors who 
stepped forward to help families and 
kids in need at Holiday time. These 
donors gave a range of support (food, 
clothing, cash, Christmas gifts) which 
was then immediately distributed to 
almost two hundred families and kids 
in need.

Chestnut Ridge Baptist Church
Edgewater Baptist Church
Elkridge Baptist Church
Friendship Baptist Church
Grace Baptist Church
Redland Baptist Church
Long Green Baptist Church
South Columbia Baptist Church
Upper Seneca Baptist Church

Constellation Energy Group
Dynamic Accounting Systems 
(Rockville, MD)
Fairways at Towson
Howard County Republican Club

“Active Listening” and 
communicating with 
your family

Reprinted in BaptistLIFE with special permission of Bil Keane.

THE FAMILY CIRCUS® by Bil Keane

Consider giving to BFCS through your work
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PASTOR — Faith Baptist 
Church, Hampstead, Md., is 
seeking a full time pastor. To 
obtain guidelines and more 
information, please see our 
website at www.faithbaptiston
linecom. 

PASTOR NEEDED — 
Myersville Baptist Church is 
searching for an experienced 
full time pastor. Send resume 
to: George Dowe,  Search 
Committee chairperson 
4131A Fisher’s Hollow Rd. 
Myersville, MD  21773.

PART/TIME MUSIC 
DIRECTOR — South Shore 
Baptist Church is searching for 
an individual with a positive 
attitude, cooperative spirit 
and growing faith to join our 
ministry team as part/time 
music director. To further 
explore this opportunity 
with us, contact the church 
at 725 Herald Harbor Road, 
Crownsville, MD 21032 or 
phone us at (410) 923-6900.

CHOIR ROBES FOR SALE 
—  30+ choir robes in good 

condition. Burgundy with light 
mauve stoles and cuffs. $300 
OBO. Call Judy Andrews at 
Faith Family Church (410) 552-
9522.

LIN WALLBERG, SOLO 
HANDBELLS — Available 
for concerts, worship services, 
clinics, weddings, etc. Add the 
beautiful touch of handbells 
to your special occasion.  Con-
tact: Lin Wallberg  Website: 
BellSolos.com Phone: (301) 586-
0317 E-mail: Lin@bellsolos.com.

RETREAT TO THE OCEAN  
- The Baptist Retreat Center 
in Ocean City is available for 

Fall – Spring Retreats.  We 
can accommodate groups as 
large as 65.  For more info. call 
(410) 289-6573 or check hhtp:
\\www.OCBaptist.org

Employment

Miscellaneous

By Kyle Smith

WAKE FOREST, N.C. 
(BP)—Daniel L. Akin became 
the sixth president of South-
eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary Jan. 15 with a unani-
mous vote of the seminary’s 
board of trustees.

“This is a great day, a glo-
rious day, a historic day,” said 
Timothy Lewis, the board of 
trustees chairman who headed 
the presidential search com-
mittee that recommended 
Akin. “(Akin) is a man with a 
great passion for God. It’s with 
great excitement that we’re 
introducing him today. I thank 
the Lord for him and his fam-
ily.”

Former interim president 
Bart Neal also praised the 
choice.

“I am excited about the 
election of Dr. Akin as the 
sixth president of Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
for several reasons,” Neal said. 
“He is a visionary leader, a 
wonderful expository preach-
er, a fi ne educator and astute 
theologian. 

“Dr. Akin displays that 
rare combination of a bril-
liant mind and a passion for 
evangelism. I know that this 
is God’s will, and I also know 
that God will 
use Dr. Akin’s 
leadership to 
guide South-
eastern to a 
bright future.”

Akin, 
who previ-
ously served at 
Southeastern 
as assistant 
professor of 
theology and 
dean of stu-
dents from 
1992-1996, was 
vice president 
for academic 
administration 
and dean of the 
school of theol-
ogy at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Louisville, Ky., a position he 
held until his return to South-
eastern Seminary.

“I am extremely honored 
and genuinely humbled at this 

opportunity,” said Akin, who 
was also elected professor of 
theology and preaching. “I do 
count it a great, great honor to 
come back home and be part of 

one of the greatest schools in 
the world.”

Akin indicated in his ad-
dress to seminary faculty 
members that he was fi rmly 
committed to maintaining 

Southeastern’s emphases on 
missions and evangelism, 
expository preaching and pro-
moting Christ-centered mar-
riages and families.

“I don’t 
have a renova-
tion assign-
ment,” he 
said. “I have 
a glorious as-
signment of 
climbing on 
board a speed-
ing train that’s 
gloriously go-
ing in the right 
direction. 

“I would 
like to see 
Southeastern 
continue to be 
the premier 
school in terms 

of missions 
and evange-
lism. Second, 

I have always had a passion 
for expository preaching. If 
you want to be trained to be 
a faithful expositor of God’s 
Word, this school should be at 
the top of your list.”

Akin becomes president of Southeastern 

in unanimous vote

New Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary President Daniel 

Akin isn’t new to the Wake Forest, N.C., community. He also served 

there from 1992-1996. 
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for more information: (888) 346-4179, 
youthspecialties.com/thecore or

Thom Thornton at (800) 466-5290 ext. 220, 
tthornton@bcmd.org 



Are you ready for the 
Great Masquerade?

July 25–29, 2004
Skycroft Conference Center

Middletown, MD

Jeremy Lee

The Nick Akin Band

featuring:

2004 Mid-Atlantic Youth Performing Arts Camp
“The Great Masquerade”
Sponsored by the Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware, 
the Baptist Convention of Pennsylvania/South Jersey, 
and Lamplight Artists

For:  Students completing grades 7-12 in the 2003-04 school year
Where:  Skycroft Conference Center, Middletown, Maryland
When:  Sunday, July 25, through Thursday, July 29
Registration: To register please return a completed 2004 Registration 
Form (available at www.yourbcmd.org/events/ypac) accompanied by a $50 
registration fee (non-refundable). This fee will be subtracted from the total 
registration cost, with the balance due payable by July 20.  

Deadline: Camp registration is open until to July 2, 2004.  
Cost:  •  $215 For registration forms and deposits postmarked no   
                  later than April 30, 2004 
              •  $225 For registration forms and deposits postmarked   
                  May 1 - July2, 2004  
                 (Registration must be paid in full by July 20)
Scholarship: Call for information
Contact:  Cindy Harper, 800.466.5290 ext. 0
YPAC Offers: Skill training, artistic development, performance 
experience, awesome worship, challenging Bible studies, and God honoring 
friendships. Learning tracks available in Vocal Music, Instrumental Music, 

Theatre, Dance, Creative Movement, Audio & Lighting and Multi-media. 
New this year: Film Festival and Showcase!NEW!
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