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A ministry to internationals 
explodes in Rockville

By Mark Stewart
Guest Writer

ROCKVILLE, Md. —
About three years ago, Robert 
Schmidt, senior pastor at 
First Church, Rockville, Md., 
approached one of his church 
members, Jean Durscher, 
about starting a new Sunday 
school class for internationals 
who did not speak English. 
He had been introduced to the 
international ministry con-
cept at a pastors’ conference 
in Jacksonville, Fla., several 
years earlier before he came to 
Rockville, and now he wanted 
to launch it at his new church. 
He thought Durscher, a vet-
eran public school teacher, 
would be the perfect teacher. 

Durscher balked at the 
request at first.

“I didn’t think I could 
do it,” she remembers think-
ing. “But when God calls you 
and you say, ‘I can’t . . .’” She 
chuckled without finishing 
the sentence.

She reconsidered and 
finally accepted. Being the 
diligent and prepared person 
she is, she had a briefcase of 
paperwork ready for that first 

Sunday. She sat down in her 
classroom and waited. And 
waited.

Nobody came. She came 
back the next week and waited 
and waited. She came back the 
week after that. And the week 
after that. Four months later, 
she was still waiting.

Then it happened– a 
Brazilian woman and regular 
attendee stuck her head in the 
room to see what the class was 
all about. She came back the 
next week with some of her 
Brazilian friends. They con-
tinued to come back, bringing 
more friends and relatives.

Today, First Church’s 
International class is one of 
the church’s fastest-growing, 
and Durscher’s paperwork 
is snapped up eagerly each 
week. 

Jean Durscher teaches an intermediate class of international students at First Church, Rockville. This 

class began week after week with no students. Then one Sunday morning, they began coming and 

they kept coming. She now teaches classes five days a week.

By Vivian Phillips
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

    OCEAN CITY, Md. — Mike 
Meyer was just another “aver-
age Joe” working 
at an Ocean City 
hotel. Because the 
hotel had a need 
for numerous 
employees during 
the busy summer 
season, young 
people from for-
eign countries 
were brought on 
to fill some of the 
jobs. 
   Meyer, a 
friendly, help-
ful sort, began to 
get to know his 
co-workers who 
spoke with exotic 
accents. Some of 
the waitresses 
confided they were caring 
for children and cleaning the 
houses of their employers in 
addition to their regular work 
schedules. However, they were 
only being paid for their food 
service hours. Others assigned 
to the hotel were curious that 
their paychecks suggested they 
had worked 38 hours when 
they had actually clocked in 48 
hours per week. 

    Talking the situation over 
with his mother, Fran, the 
two of them decided these 
young people on foreign soil 
needed an advocate. In order 

to prevent  recrimination, 
mother and son chose the end 
of the summer as the time to 
confront the employer. The 
Meyers learned that any men-
tion of the Labor Board results 
in compensatory checks being 
written within the hour.
    In 1998, Meyer took another 
step to help his co-laborers 
in the Ocean City hospitality 
industry. With cofounder Nick 

Campagnoli, Meyer opened 
the  International Student 
Center in downtown Ocean 
City to assist the over 2500 
international students that 

travel to Ocean 
City each sum-
mer. 
    Ocean City 
International 
Student Services 
was established 
by the following 
year. “It started 
out as a busi-
ness,” Meyer 
said, “supporting 
students from 
Europe to locate 
housing and find 
jobs.” In addition, 
the website at 
www.ociss.com 
lists services 
to students as 
assistance in the 

request of social security cards 
and flight changes and in 
legal, medical and tax refund 
matters. Low-cost internet 
access to communicate with 
long distance family and 
friends is offered too.  
    The Meyers’ help of foreign 
students has further extended 
into their home church, Ocean 
City Church, pastored by 
Terry Davis, and other Eastern 

Association churches. On 
Friday nights international 
students mingle with the 
youth group at Ocean City 
Church for hamburgers and 
hot dogs until 2 a.m. From 100 
to 150 of them congregate for 
Monday night dinners served 
in the downtown area by dif-
ferent Eastern Association 
churches. 
    Two examples of interna-
tional students whose lives 
were changed as a result of 
these ministry efforts are Vera 
from the Czech Republic and 
André of Russia. After attend-
ing Ocean City Church and 
living with church members 
over two summers, Vera made 
a commitment to Christ and 
joined a Baptist church in 
Czechoslovakia. André, who 
had never attended church 
before his summer in Ocean 
City, continued his study of 
Christ in a growing Christian 
church when he returned 
home. He has seen attendance 
in that Russian church rise 
from 10 to nearly 60.       
    One good turn deserves 
another. Baptists are hoping 
the good they do for interna-
tional students will be passed 
on by their young charges to 
others around the world, all to 
the glory of God.

One good turn deserves another

continued on page thirteen

Mike Meyers, working through Ocean City International 

Student Services, has become an advocate and friend 

to international students who travel to Ocean City each 

summer to work.
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What ever happened 
to the blinker? You 
know, the art of 

using a turn signal in an 
automobile to let the driver 
behind know your intention 
to turn either left or right. In 
the surrounds where I live, 
it is almost a lost art. I guess 
these violators assume I have 
suddenly taken up mind read-
ing. I have seen lots of near 
misses because someone failed 
to telegraph a change in their 
direction.
     Sometimes I think this 
explains what is happening in 
our culture. By all statistical 
analysis, we are losing the war 
to affect our culture. It seems 
we are not communicating 
effectively who we are. We are 
not conveying our intention 
to be salt and light. In fact we 
have put our candle under a 
basket and then we wonder 
why it’s so dark out there.

    Recently, the Barna Research 
Group completed a national 
survey of adults that showed 
only 4% of adults have a 
Biblical worldview as the basis 
for their decision-making. 
Everyone has a worldview, 
but only a precious few have 
a Biblical worldview. Even 
among those who claim to 
be “born again” Christians, 
the number is only 9%. (The 
research methodology involved 
telephone interviews with a 
nationwide random sample 
of 2033 adults. The maximum 
margin of sampling error asso-
ciated with aggregate sample 
is +/- 2.2 percentage points). 
Even if the above margin of 
error were off by 20 or 25 per-
centage points (which it is not), 
we would still have reason for 
major concern. 
     For the purpose of the 
research, a Biblical worldview 
was defined as believing that 

absolute moral truths exist; 
that such truth is defined by 
the Bible; and firm belief in six 
specific religious views: (1) that 
Jesus Christ lived a sinless life, 
(2) God is the all-powerful and 
all-knowing Creator of the uni-
verse and He still rules it today, 
(3) salvation is a gift from God 
and cannot be earned, (4) Satan 
is real, (5) a Christian has the 
responsibility to share their 
faith in Christ with other peo-
ple, and (6) the Bible is accurate 
in all of its teachings.
     In the Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus put it this way, 
“Don’t hide your light under a 
basket! Instead, put it on a stand 
and let it shine for all” (Matt. 5:
15, NLT). The balance of the 
sermon Jesus gave that day 
deals with concrete ways that 
a Christian’s lifestyle should 
stand in stark contrast to the 
culture. There should be no 
doubt where we stand, not 

so much in terms of just the 
words we use, but the authen-
ticity of our lives. We are to not 
only counter the culture we 
are to transcend it. Matthew 5 
continues in verse 16 where it 
says, “In the same way, let your 
good deeds shine out for all to see, 
so that everyone will praise your 
heavenly Father.”
    The contemporary song-
writer put it this way: “You’re 
the only Jesus some will ever 
see. And you’re the only words 
of life some will ever read. So 
let them see in you the One in 
whom is all they’ll ever need. 
‘Cause you’re the only Jesus 
some will ever see. So let Him 
shine. Let Him show. Let them 
see Him in you. You’ve got to 
let them know!”
    So…don’t be bashful. Let 
them know. Use your blinker. 
Signal your intentions to serve 
the Lord no matter what direc-
tion that takes you!

Do you still use your blinker?

What is your plan? 
Early in my ministry 
I encountered a state-

ment that has shaped the way 
I approach ministry. “You may 
not do all that you plan to do, 
but you seldom, if ever, do any 
more than you plan to do.” It 
should come as no surprise that 
one of my favorite words is the 
word intentionality.

Aa a Convention we have 
a clear mission. “The Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/
Delaware is to intentionally 
assist in starting and strength-
ening congregations so that 

together we can accomplish the 
Great Commission.”

Our vision is also clear. 
“By 2010, we will have 600 
congregations with 150,000 
fully devoted followers of Jesus 
Christ.” 

Our plan, our strategy, is to 
plant churches, develop congre-
gations, develop and support 
leaders, involve Maryland/
Delaware Baptists in touching 
missions and develop resources 
to accomplish our mission and 
vision. That plan is further 
defined in each of our five stra-
tegic areas. For example, there 

is a detailed plan for planting 
churches, a detailed plan for 
congregational development, 
etc. Everything we do together 
is connected to that mission, 
vision and strategy.

I strongly urge the develop-
ment of a detailed, intentional 
plan for your church. Start with 
your mission. What has God 
called your church to be and to 
do? That is your mission. Write 
that down in 25 words or less. 
Choose your words carefully. 
Then, write down your vision. 
In other words, if you accom-
plish what God has called your 

church to do, what will that 
look like?

Think intentionally in 
developing a strategy for 
accomplishing your mission/
vision. Work your strategy 
while continually evaluating 
what you are doing. Do not fear 
to “fail quickly.” Make changes 
and adjustments as needed, 
keeping your focus on what 
God is leading your church to 
do.

Remember, you may not do 
all that you plan to do, but you 
seldom, if ever, do any more 
than you plan to do!

Intentional planning is the key

Toward the end of the 
“Lonesome Dove” televi-
sion mini-series, Tommy 

Lee Jones is transporting 
Robert Duvall’s body home 
to Texas for burial. Jones is 
keeping a promise to his very 
close friend that, no matter 
what else happens, he will 
be laid to rest at Lonesome 
Dove. When Jones drives his 
wagon into a swollen river, the 
wagon collapses and Duvall’s 
body slides off into the water. 
Jones battles the current and 
in a last second act of despera-

tion, grabs the body wrapped 
in burlap and pulls it safely 
toward a large rock. Exhausted 
from years of battles, Jones 
leans against the rock, pulls 
his friend’s body to safety 
and pats his head – as if to 
say, “Does this ever get any 
easier?”  

Crossing life’s rivers can 
test our courage and drain 
our strength. One of the most 
impressive river crossings in 
the Bible is recorded in Joshua, 
chapter three. The challenge 
this new leader faces is to 

make sure every person on the 
east bank makes it safely to the 
west bank, the land of promise. 
The Jordan is flowing deep and 
fast. The future, however, lies 
on the other side of the creek. 
The only way to step into the 
Promised Land is to grab your 
wife and kids and follow the 
ark of the covenant. Staying 
put will delay your destiny. 

Throughout our multi-state 
convention neighborhoods 
are overflowing with people. 
Opportunity for ministry is 
staggering…overwhelming. But 

just like the days of Joshua, 
the Lord’s Spirit tugs at our 
hearts and says, “cross the 
river, embrace the challenge.”

Twenty centuries ago, our 
Lord urged a small group 
of men to take his mission 
seriously. He told the eleven, 
“You will be my witnesses 
– out there.” Was their river 
crossing easy? No. Did it test 
their courage and drain their 
strength? YES! They gave 
their lives for the sake of the 
Gospel. Will we give our lives 
and cross the river? 

The river may be deep and wide

coming soon...
      the all new www.yourbcmd.org
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    AssociationLIFE 

comes primarily from 

church and association 

newsletters, bulletins 

and written reports on 

events that are sent to 

Baptist LIFE.  

     You may feel free to 

fax news to us at (410) 

290-6627 or e-mail 

to Sharon Mager at 

srmwriter@hotmail.com. 

      Obituaries are 

edited due to space 

restrictions.

Arundel Association

James Nichols, pastor of 
Faith Church, Glen Burnie, 
along with music and worship 
pastor, Raymond Higgins, and 
pastor of administration and 
education, Matthew Bass, trav-
eled to Florida in January for a 
pastor’s conference. As part of 
the conference they saw a pre-
view showing of “The Passion 
of the Christ” and they heard 
Mel Gibson, in person, talk 
about the movie. 

Raymond Higgins said 
those who see the movie will 
see a man who died without 
bitterness or hatred, who for-
gave those who killed him, 
who claimed to be the son of 
God and never backed away.  

Higgins said non-
Christians will come to the 
crossroads of “if 
this historically 
happened, how 
do I deal with 
that?”

The church 
rented two movie 
theaters for spe-
cial presentations 
for church mem-
bers and friends.

Prime Timers 
from Faith met 
for a pancake 
dinner earlier this 
month.  

The church 
is making plans 
now for its adult 
mission trip in 
July. Members 
will travel to 
Spruce Pine, N.C., 
to help with con-
struction projects 
and outreach 
ministry. 

Faith will 
show the simul-
cast of Beth 
Moore on May 15. 
Reservations are required.

Grace Church, Pasadena, 
will have revival services on 
March 28-31. Easter events 
include an annual Easter egg 
hunt, special Palm Sunday ser-
vice and a sunrise worship on 
Easter Sunday. 

Heritage Church, 
Annapolis, welcomed Ralph 
Manuel as the new minister 
of music and Carol Seeley as 
the new minister of youth and 
children.  

Manuel and his wife 
Donna served 20 years as 
missionaries in Recife, Brazil. 
Manuel taught in a Baptist 
seminary in Recife. He also 
helped churches with music 
ministry.  

Seeley is a recent gradu-
ate of Gardner-Webb Divinity 
School and has experience 
working with youth and chil-
dren. 

Kent Island Church, 
Stevensville, had four weeks 
of classes for children who 
accepted Christ and wanted 
to know more about living 
Christian lives.

Adults enjoyed a 
Valentine’s dinner last 
month and kids had a classic 
Valentine’s party.

Lake Shore Church, 
Pasadena, hosted a True Love 
Waits rally.  

New Beginnings Church 
and Ministries, Pasadena, has 
“Search for Significance” class-
es for men and women. The 
sessions are based on the book 
of the same name and deal 

with each individual’s struggle 
to overcome fears, failures and 
other barriers to reaching one’s 
God given potential.

Severn Church will host 
a coffeehouse on March 6 fea-
turing the band “Through the 
Veil.”

The church youth will par-
ticipate in the 30-hour famine 
program on March 19-20 to 
raise money and awareness for 
hunger.

Members collected 
Valentine “goodies” to send to 
college students. 

Awana members of South 
Shore Church, Crownsville, 
will go skiing this month. 
They’ll stay at HIS Thousand 
Hills, a Christian campground 
in Wellsboro, Pa., and travel to 
Ski Sawmill for the fun in the 
snow.

Weems Creek Church, 
Annapolis, ordained Jon 
Church to the deacon ministry 
on Feb. 15.  

Baltimore Association

Youth from First Church, 
Dundalk, participated in a 30-
hour famine last month to raise 
awareness and funds for world 
hunger.

The church recently 
showed the movie “The Climb” 
during one of their video 
nights. 

Hazelwood Church, 
Rosedale, is in the midst of 
a seven-week ladies Bible 
study called “The Lies Women 
Believe and the Truth that Sets 
Them Free” based on a book by 
Nancy Lee Demoss. 

About a dozen youth and 
adults from Peninsula Church, 
Baltimore, are making plans 
for their mission trip to West 
Virginia this summer. The 
group will meet with other 
churches to repair homes for 
low-income people living in 
the Appalachian Mountains. 
They’ll also host backyard 
Bible clubs and other outreach 
ministries. 

The church has a weekly 
nursing home ministry and 
offers aerobics every Tuesday 
night. 

White Marsh Church 
started Saturday night services 
this month. The church hopes 
to minister to families that 
can’t attend Sunday morning 
worship due to work and other 

scheduling difficulties. The 
church youth will attend the 
Baltimore Blast Youth Night on 
March 5 and a “Youth Impact” 
conference in Ocean City on 
March 26-28.

Blue Ridge Association

Virginia Avenue Church, 
Hagerstown, hosted a 
Valentine banquet for adults 
and the children had a party. 

The church will host 
the Christian singing group 
“The Jacobs Brothers” from 
Dillsburg, Pa., on April 1 at 7 
p.m.

Delaware Association

Hockessin Church is 
working on a master plan for 
building and renovation. Mal 

Utleye, pas-
tor, said when
the church was
formed in 1984
it purchased a
school build-
ing on prime
property with
help from the
convention. The
church has been
meeting there
since that time. 

The church 
upgraded and
did renovations
in 1997 and is
now looking
toward complete
renovations and
building a wor-
ship center.

Utleye 
returned in
November from
leading a medi-
cal evangelism
mission trip to
Moldova. Three
teams saw
1208 patients

and many, Utleye said, were 
reached for Christ. 

He explained that the 
Delaware Association contin-
ues to partner with churches 
in the Northern district of 
Moldova. Utleye coordinates 
those trips and he coordinates 
trips for people in the BCM/D 
area who want to minister to 
Moldovans in other parts of 
the country as well. 

Eastern Association

Berlin First Church 
had a “Cure for the Winter 
Doldrums” party. Members 
and friends brought finger 
foods and came out for games, 
music and fun.

The church will have a 
women’s day this month as 
an outreach for ladies in the 
church to bring their friends. 

First Church, Delmar, will 
host a pre-evangelism concert 
rally at 7 p.m. on March 21. 
The concert will feature The 
Akin Family, which will pro-
vide the music at this year’s 
BCM/D evangelism conference 
in Ocean City. The group per-
forms both Southern Gospel 
and contemporary music. 

Children in the First 
Church, Easton, Team Kid 
program had a bring-a-friend 
night and pizza party, a 
Valentine’s party and a radical 
hat night. 

Kids in the Children in 
Action group collected items to 
make hygiene kits for the port 
ministry.

Fenwick Island Church, 
Selbyville, Del., will host the 
association’s annual meeting 
on May 2.

Grace Church, Seaford, 
Del., will host the Eastern 
Association’s annual music 
festival on March 6. Individual 
choral and instrumental 
groups will participate. 

Middle schoolers at 
Immanuel Church, Salisbury, 
delivered flower arrangements 
and “encouragement cookies” 
to people in the community as 
part of a random acts of kind-
ness project. 

Youth from Lynnhaven 
Church, Pocomoke City, 
participated in a bowling for 
hunger activity last month. The 
church has an active singles 
ministry.

Jeff Neville and his wife 
Merin resigned from youth 
ministry at Oak Ridge 
Church, Salisbury. The 
couple will be ministering 
through an internship pro-
gram at Saddleback Church in 
California.

Spence Church, Snow 
Hill, welcomed Jim and 
Rhonda O’Dell. Jim is the new 
Minister of Music and Family 
Life Ministries.

Mid-Maryland Assoc

The Prime Timers from 
Bethel Church, Ellicott City, 
will have a baby shower for 
Alpha Pregnancy Center on 
March 12.

Seniors are also plan-
ning a “Book Tree” event for 
Bethel preschoolers. They will 
visit the classrooms, read to 
the children and give out free 
Christian books. They’ll also 
share punch and cookies with 
the kids.

The active group will go to 
Harper’s Ferry this month and 
Gettysburg in April. 

Seniors will host the 
annual Easter egg hunt for the 
children. 

Northwest Church had a 
bring-your-own craft night of 
fellowship last month. Ladies 
and girls enjoyed a luncheon 
together. 

The church recently hosted 
a Red Cross blood drive.

Virginia Farless will speak 
at South Columbia Church 
at 7 p.m. on March 20.  Farless 
is Christian comedienne 
Chondra Pierce’s mother and 
travels throughout the coun-
try doing speaking engage-
ments for women and senior’s 
groups and with Pierce doing 
“Girls Night Out” tours. For 
more information call Louis 
Redd, director of Senior Adult 
Ministries, (301) 498-9236.

Montgomery Association

Kensington Church 
recently had its annual game 
night. This year’s theme was 
“presidents and patriots.” 
Decorations, food and games 
all reflected a red, white and 
blue theme.

Redland Church, 
Rockville, declared February 
Sunday school teacher appre-
ciation month. Each week 
the church recognized teach-
ers from each department. 
Members were encouraged 
to call or write their Sunday 
school teachers to show their 
appreciation. 

continued on page four

Servant Evangelism

Money certainly isn’t everything, but when I was 
doing some servant evangelism and outreach 
during Christmas week, the “instant” gift of 

money seemed a sign of God’s blessing. I was giving out 
card-stock invitations to our Christmas Eve service with 
rolls of scotch tape and mini candy canes taped to them, 
with the slogan, “Wrap up your Christmas with us” writ-
ten on them.  

The first day while standing on the sidewalk outside 
of the Rite Aid, the very first guy I approached said, 
“That’s really nice--here’s a dollar for your church.”  

The next day was even better. I set up on the street 
corner at the red light down from the church, and I was 
only there five minutes when a motorist rolled down her 
window and asked, “Are you Pastor Kline?” Cautiously, I 
responded in the affirmative, and she said she’d pull into 
the adjacent parking lot to talk to me. Turns out she is the 
treasurer of the Eastport Business Association, and she 
said she’d been looking for me to present a check for $250 
to the church for everything we do for the community!

 —Pastor Ron Kline, First Church of Eastport

Arundel

Baltimore

Blue Ridge

Eastern

Delaware

Mid-Maryland

Montgomery
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Redland members, along 
with others in the commu-
nity, are working with Habitat 
for Humanity to build a 
house in the Poolesville area. 
“Redlanders” work on the first 
Saturday of each month. 

Church members who 
want more in-depth Bible 
study on Wednesday nights 
have their opportunity. Mark 
Adams, pastor of Redland, now 
stays an extra hour for those 
who want to have further dis-
cussion about the first hour’s 
session.

Members are busy filling 
baby bottles with loose change 
to help the ministry of Shady 
Grove Pregnancy Center.

Viers Mill Church, Silver 
Spring, had a health program 
for adults age 50 and older 
with a doctor as the guest 
speaker.

exington Park
urch will have a 
scipleNow week-
nd youth confer-
ence April 1-4. The 
conference is for 
teens in grades 
7 to 12.  Paul 
Spears, profes-
sor at Biola 
University, Cal., 
will be the guest 
speaker.

Some of 
the sessions are 

open to the public
and are free. They

nclude The Nature
Knowing at 7 p.m.
pril 2; The Nature
kind at 11 a.m. on

he Nature of God
at 6:20 p.m. on April 3 and The
Nature of Scripture at 10:55 
a.m. on April 4. 

For more information call 
(301) 862-2552.

Prince George’s Assoc

Faith Church, Laurel, 
announces the ordination 
of Scott Childress and Rich 
Shisler as deacons. The two 
men were ordained on Jan. 18 
during a special service, fol-
lowed by a reception.

First Vietnamese Church, 
Lanham, was meeting at the 
Riverdale Road property. They 
are now meeting at United 
Church, New Carrollton. First 
Vietnamese purchased prop-
erty in the Lanham area and 
plan to build. 

Susquehanna 

Calvary Church,  Bel 

Air, planted a new church, 
“Pathways,” which meets at 
the Bel Air Athletic Club every 
Saturday night at 7 p.m. 

Calvary also started 
an email prayer group. The 
church found that often people 
don’t have time to take prayer 
requests over the phone, but 
find it easier to get them via 
email.

First Church, Perryville, 
hosted the association’s annual 
Women’s Missionary Union 
salad banquet last month. This 
year’s theme was “Reach Out 
and Touch.” Everyone who 
came brought their favorite 
salads to share and enjoyed 
music, fellowship and special 
speakers.

Pleasant View Church, 
Port Deposit, hosted the asso-
ciation’s annual RA pinewood 
derby and breakfast.  

Western Association

Grace Church, 
Cumberland, has a new 
ministry called “reaching new 
heights” for those who are 
separated or divorced.

Miscellaneous

United Church, New 
Carrollton, celebrated black 

history month in February 
with special speakers and an 
All Nations Day. 

Clevester Wimbish, pastor 
of Community Bible Baptist 
Church, Lanham, was the 
guest speaker on Feb. 15 and 
Rece Tucker, pastor of Unity 
Church, Forestville, spoke on 
Feb. 22. Both pastors brought 
their congregations to the ser-
vices for joint celebrations. 

United had an All Nations 
Day on Feb. 29. Members 
dressed in clothing to repre-
sent their native countries. 
The church has members 
from Nigeria, Jamaica and the 
Philippines.

Obituary

Cecil Anderson died 
on Feb. 2. The memorial ser-
vice was held on Feb. 7 at 2 
p.m. at Paramount Church, 
Hagerstown. Anderson served 
as BCM/D president in 1964 
and 1965. He is preceded in 
death by his wife Virginia, 
who died in 1998.

Quinn Pugh, retired exec-
utive director of the Baptist 
Convention of New York and 
a former MD/DE pastor, died 
on Feb 14 following complica-
tions from heart surgery.

Relationships are a bridge to ministry in Scotland

By Stacey Barkley
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

Lusby, Md. — Building 
relationships through acts of 
service was the main focus of 
a recent mission trip Richard 
Ford took to Islay, Scotland. 
Ford, a mission core volun-
teer with the North American 
Mission Board and the only 
layperson of ten who was on 
this trip to Islay, was the per-
fect person to repair the Islay 
Church van and other vehicles 
in need of service. He is the 
owner of South Louisville 
Auto Repair in Mississippi and 
was an instrumental person in 
starting Mechanics on Mission, 
which is a ministry to work on 
pastors’ cars and church vans.

The Islay Church van is 
vital to the church ministry 
and was in dire need of repair. 
The van provides transporta-
tion to the church for many 
of its members and is also 
a resource of advertising 
the Islay Church. The pas-
tor of Islay Church, Adam 
Plenderleith, feels the church 
is not in the building but 
throughout the island where 
the population of 3500 people 
are. Painted on the van is 
“Islay Church…on the move.” 

As Ford was filling this 
need he was also forming 
relationships with the people 
of Islay. “They could relate 
to me coming over to serve,” 
Ford said. “They looked at 
me, a layperson, like 
themselves.” The people 
of Scotland tend to put 
pastors on a pedestal 
and it was eye opening 
to them that a layman 
would use his time and 
money to help them 
out.

James McBride, Sr., 
director of missions for 
Delaware Association 
and volunteer proj-
ect coordinator for 
Scotland, was glad to 
see Scotland pastors 
opening up more on 
this trip. “The churches are so 
far apart they are always on 
their own. They do not have 
convention meetings like we 
do,” McBride said.

“Scotland does not need 
Americans telling them how 
to do church. Partnership 
means coming alongside 
brothers and sisters in Christ 
to assist them to do what God 
has called them to do,” said 
Rick Hancock, partnership 
consultant for the BCM/D. 

A partnership is a relation-
ship between churches, asso-
ciations and conventions. 
Partnership goes far beyond 
projects. It’s about relation-
ships.

“If the Scotland churches 
let it, a partnership will 
expand their outreach,” Ford 
said. They are very eager to 
hear about the different min-
istries in the United States 
and are excited about pro-
grams they hear about. It was 
surprising to them how many 
different ministries there are. 

“Islay Church has asked 
us, ‘How do we get the men to 
church?’ In Scotland it is not 
‘manly’ to depend upon God,” 

Hancock said. The church 
membership is mostly women. 
They have also asked how we 
conduct Sunday school and 
church business in the United 
States. They currently have 

no Sunday school pro-
grams, however they 
do have a men’s Bible 
study and a ladies 
Bible study every 
Thursday. This is why 
trips are important in 
building relationships. 
The people feel more 
comfortable asking 
questions and receiv-
ing input.

A mission trip 
is currently being 
planned to help 
Dunoon Church, out-
side of Glasgow, dur-

ing the Highland Games, to 
provide refreshments and lead 
conversations toward Christ. 
The Highland Games are a 
traditional Scottish competi-
tion and exhibition held the 
last week of August. People 
come from all over the world 
for this cultural experience. 
This is just one ministry 
opportunity, which is in the 
works because of the desire 
to build relationships for the 
kingdom of God. 

Mechanic on Mission, Richard Ford, took many 

of his tools and shipped them to Scotland to 

minister to members of Islay Church.

First Baptist Church of Laurel 
presents

Eyes of Faith: 
Seeing and Believing the Messiah

April 4 at 7 PM

Includes live narration, special drama 
with video and looks at the life of Jesus 

through the eyes of his followers.

 For more information 
call (301) 725-1688

Western

Susquehanna

Miscellaneous

Prince George’s

Obituary



Arabic Gospel  0.00   0.00
Chinese Trinity    0.00     0.00
Christian Fellowship, Calvert   1,137.60     0.00
Cornerstone International  0.00    0.00
CrossRoads Comm., Harford Cnty   415.92  1,992.00 
Deaf, Washington  0.00  0.00
Germantown Korean  190.00  0.00
Greater Victory  100.00  0.00
Grace, Westminster    0.00   0.00
Hagerstown Korean 700.00  100.00 
Hanuri Korean   0.00   0.00
Indo-Pak                                            0.00   0.00
International Alliance  0.00     0.00
Kendall                                    558.15      0.00
Maryland Korean Church of Love  0.00   0.00
Memorial Heights 6,994.17    0.00
Miracle Korean  0.00  0.00
New Beginnings  0.00   0.00
New Covenant Fellowship  1,000.00   0.00
New Life Fellowship   0.00    0.00
Parker Memorial  1,000.00   0.00
United                                 6,174.28    0.00
University                                    181.54     1,500.00 
World Mission 420.00    0.00
Zion Temple Apostolic  210.00     0.00
OTHER                                 4,990.67   383.80 
                               24,072.33   3,975.80
                                                                             
Total Cooperative Program  4,247,306.84 126,127.20  
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Arundel Association  
Berea 0.00 0.00  
Broadneck 0.00 0.00   
College Parkway 15,407.99 2,752.50 
Crossroads 1,000.00 0.00   
Elvaton 10,091.62 0.00   
Emmanuel, Gambrills 13,137.58  0.00   
Faith, Glen Burnie 95,811.13 0.00  
FBC, Crofton 18,398.23 2,326.46 
FBC, Eastport 2,069.28 0.00   
FBC, Edgewater 4,000.06 0.00   
FBC, Kent Island 6,299.68 0.00   
FBC, Shady Side 2,902.77 0.00   
Glen Burnie                               90,735.74 0.00   
Grace, Sunset Beach 9,928.83 0.00   
Heritage 0.00 17,285.86 
Jessup 11,701.55               0.00
Journey Fellowship 1,767.49 0.00
Junction 111                                 1,000.00 0.00
Lake Shore                                 5,199.85 13,936.96 
Living Water Community 446.25 0.00
MD Central Korean 0.00 0.00
New Beginnings Church and Ministries 0.00 0.00
New Hope Community 7,828.43 0.00
New Life, Glen Burnie 255.25 0.00
North Arundel 2,692.52 0.00
One Hope Korean 600.00 0.00
Patapsco Valley 691.68 0.00
Riva Trace                                 8,499.97 0.00
Severn                               40,225.72 0.00
Severn Korean 550.00 0.00
Severna Park                               22,993.18 0.00
South Shore                               37,066.13 0.00
The Life                                    448.85 0.00
Weems Creek 28,978.55 0.00
TOTAL                             440,728.33 36,301.78 
  
Baltimore Association 
All Nations 0.00 0.00
Arbutus 50.00 0.00
Baltimore Chinese 1,000.00 0.00
Bayview Mission  0.00 0.00
Beacon  300.00 0.00
Belvedere                                            0.00 0.00
Bethlehem 0.00 0.00
Brantly                                 2,211.00  0.00
Breakwater, Inner Harbor 1,944.62 1,975.48 
Calvary, Towson 2,400.00 0.00
Canton                                 2,820.19 0.00
Catonsville                                 2,313.00 0.00
Celebration 0.00 0.00
Chestnut Ridge 1,075.00 500.00 
Christ Sent  0.00 0.00
Cockeysville                                 3,025.00 0.00
Colgate                                 1,301.00 0.00
Colonial                               39,999.96 25.00 
Crossroads Community 2,324.70 0.00
Crossway International 3,641.57 0.00
David Memorial 0.00 0.00
Disciples Bible 544.00 0.00
Edgemere 1,388.29 0.00
Emmanuel United 0.00 0.00
FBC, Baltimore 0.00 0.00
FBC, Brooklyn 9,222.14 0.00
FBC, Dundalk 20,584.00 0.00
FBC, Essex 5,330.00 0.00
FBC, Gray Manor 0.00 0.00
FBC, Lansdowne 3,097.57 0.00
First Christ United 0.00 0.00
Forest Park 0.00 0.00
Freedom  17.28 0.00
Global Mission, Baltimore 840.00 0.00
Good News Bible 0.00  0.00  
Grace Life  875.00 0.00   
Grace, Baltimore 270.00 0.00  
Hampden 3,504.00 48.00 
Harbor Heights 721.00 0.00  
Hazelwood 9,823.57 0.00   
Huntingdon 0.00 0.00   
Immanuel, Baltimore 6,435.73 0.00   
Joppa Road 2,203.48 0.00   
Lee Street Memorial 1,250.00 0.00   
Loch Raven                                 3,254.13 0.00   
Long Green                               26,103.43 0.00  
Mars Hill                                 4,243.32 0.00   
Merritt Park 0.00 0.00  
Middle River                               46,503.91 0.00   
New Christian Bible 990.30 0.00   
New Day                                 8,704.11 0.00   
New Vision Bible 120.00 0.00
North Glen                                 4,678.90 0.00
North Point                                 5,700.00 0.00
Northeast                                 1,438.12 0.00
Northside                                 8,928.50 3,571.50 
Open Bible House 250.00 250.00 
Parkville                               19,409.52 0.00
Patterson Park 273.29  559.64 
Peninsula                                 4,710.25 0.00
Philippine International 133.32 0.00
Pilgrim’s Way Bible 750.00 0.00
Pleasant Rock 100.00 0.00
Reisterstown                               15,594.83 207.00 
Riverside, Baltimore 6,659.66 0.00
Second & Fourth 2,290.91 252.44 
Seventh                                            0.00 0.00
Shelbourne                                    100.00 0.00
Slavic Mission 0.00 0.00
St. Timothy’s                                       0.00 0.00
Streetlight Christian Fellowship 0.00 0.00
Tabernacle                               17,800.82 0.00
Temple                                 2,601.41 0.00
Valley, Lutherville 17,466.09 0.00
Vietnamese                                    663.00 0.00
Watersedge                                 8,336.00 0.00
White Marsh                               65,627.88 0.00
Woodbrook                                 1,049.00 18,154.93 
Woolford Memorial 1,833.35  0.00

                            406,826.15 26,543.99 
  
Blue Ridge Association 
Berean, Frederick 3,475.00 0.00
Covenant, W Va  12,000.00 0.00
Crossroads Community 6,913.03  0.00
Daybreak                                 2,036.75 0.00
Faith, Knoxville 37,303.65 0.00
FBC, Brunswick 2,746.57     0.00
FBC, Frederick 15,593.14 6,516.42 
FBC, Hagerstown 10,483.72 0.00
FBC, Thurmont 4,638.46 0.00
Frederick Korean 0.00 0.00
Greenbrier                                 1,888.34 0.00
Maugansville                                 5,726.38 0.00
Myersville                                 5,553.11 0.00
New Life Community 1,866.97 0.00
North Star                                 7,943.00 762.00 
Paramount                               27,064.68 0.00
Pinesburg                                    396.17 62.70 
Pleasant Valley 12,489.00 0.00
Real Life Community 400.00 0.00
Smithsburg Valley 13,484.37 1,168.03 
South End                               32,934.38 0.00
Summit Trace 600.00  0.00
The Oasis 0.00 0.00
The Living Room 400.00 0.00
Valley, Middletown 3,215.29 855.01 
Virginia Avenue 7,912.00 0.00
Waynesboro Korean 0.00 0.00
West End                               11,387.84 0.00

                            228,451.85 9,364.16 
  
Delaware Association 
Alpha                                 1,200.00 0.00
Bethany                                 1,500.00 0.00
Beacon Mission 0.00 0.00
Delaware Korean 1,880.00 0.00
Emmanuel Haitian 0.00 0.00
Fair Haven                                    250.00 0.00
FBC, Chestertown 810.00 0.00
FBC, Marydel                                      0.00 1,687.17 
First Korean                                    960.00 0.00
First Pilgrim Haitian 0.00 0.00
First Southern 31,795.99 0.00
Friendship, Newark 16,547.15 0.00
Greensboro                               72,403.24 0.00
Harrington                                 1,227.14 185.00 
Harvest Hope 69.00 0.00
Healing Water 120.00 0.00
Hockessin                               27,996.00 0.00
Iron Hill Community 1,200.00 0.00
Latter Day 0.00 0.00

London Village 1,200.00 0.00
New Hope Center 0.00 0.00
North Baptist                                 1,968.23 0.00
Ogletown                               95,774.49 0.00
Reliance                                            0.00 0.00
Russian Ukrainian 93.11 0.00
Seaside                                 6,323.81 0.00
Smyrna                                 3,173.75 0.00
Solid Rock                                      50.00 40.00 
Truth Chapel                                      50.00 0.00
Washington College   0.00 0.00
 266,591.91 1,912.17 
  
Eastern Association  
Allen Memorial 95,848.55 0.00  
Berlin First   22,587.57  0.00
Cordova 205.00 0.00
FBC, Princess Anne 12,177.74 0.00
FBC, Cambridge 40,279.56 0.00
FBC, Crisfield 8,453.15 0.00
FBC, Delmar 14,698.27 0.00
FBC, East New Market 1,593.65 0.00
FBC, Easton                               44,127.06 0.00
FBC, Fruitland 3,312.00 0.00
FBC, Girdletree 6,529.22 0.00
FBC, Hurlock                                 5,508.66 0.00
FBC, Mardela Springs 4,982.60 0.00
FBC, Pocomoke City 16,799.96 0.00
First Haitian Berachah 0.00 0.00
First Haitian, Wmsburg 785.00  0.00
Fenwick Island 7,878.00 0.00
Goodwill 4,436.03 0.00
Grace, Seaford 9,290.37 0.00
Harvest 20,667.84 0.00
High Tide Mission 7,965.28 0.00
Immanuel, Hispanic 0.00 0.00
Immanuel, Salisbury 30,660.26  0.00
Laurel                                    786.87 0.00
Lynnhaven                               46,054.09 0.00
Marion                                    200.00 0.00
New Bridge 0.00 0.00
New Horizons 0.00 0.00
Oak Ridge                               16,907.61 0.00
Ocean City                               20,302.26 0.00
Pitts Creek                                 1,021.28 0.00
Primera Iglesia, Seaford 235.56 0.00
Rehoboth 3,065.15 0.00
SonRise Church 2,732.19 0.00
Spence                               12,886.29 0.00
St. Mary’s Missionary 0.00 0.00
Union 0.00 0.00
Vineyard                                 1,842.54  0.00
                             464,819.61 0.00

Mid-Maryland Association 
Antioch Korean 0.00 0.00
Bethany Lane 7,663.00 0.00
Bethel                               39,459.00 0.00
Columbia Baptist Fellowship 2,325.00 6,050.00 
Columbia Chinese 800.00 0.00
Community Christian 474.65 0.00
Cornerstone 1,925.00 0.00
Covenant Korean 500.00  0.00
Covenant, Columbia 14,146.35 0.00
CrossLife Community 145.40 0.00
Elders                               58,456.54 0.00
Elkridge                                 7,225.43 0.00
Emmanuel, Finksburg (Disbanded) 0.00 0.00
Faith Family                                         0.00 0.00
Faith, Hampstead 4,072.00 0.00
FBC, Savage                               13,010.00 0.00
Forest                                 1,268.15 0.00
Fountain Community 1,210.00 0.00
Friendship                               55,303.60  0.00
Gethsemane                               27,999.96 0.00
Gunpowder                               22,376.42 0.00
Haitian Mission  0.00 0.00
Hampstead                                    500.00 0.00
Heartland                                      50.00 0.00
Hope                               12,021.00 0.00
Horizon                                 3,213.57 3,199.92 
Horizon 2                            0.00 0.00
Hosanna Korean 600.00 0.00
Iglesia Christiana de Columbia 149.48 0.00
Laurel Korean 2,400.00 0.00
Liberty                                 6,919.51 0.00
Linthicum                                 3,315.87 0.00
Manchester                                 3,750.00 0.00
Mason Dixon                               13,200.00  0.00
Mount Airy                               31,550.00 0.00
Northwest                               32,400.00 0.00
Open Korean                                 1,412.00 0.00
Parkton Community 0.00 0.00
Rolling Hills                                 3,625.30 0.00
Seeds Bible Fellowship 100.00 0.00
South Columbia 82,684.35 0.00
Tamil Christian 0.00 0.00
Taneytown 4,744.24 5,606.91 
The Journey 0.00 0.00
Tri-County                               15,710.95 0.00
Tyrannus Korean 8,000.00 0.00
Westminster                               48,799.46 0.00
                             533,506.23 14,856.83 
  
Montgomery Association 
Agape BC of Washington 0.00 0.00
Ashton                               19,784.73 0.00
Barnesville                               11,977.41 0.00
Berkland                                    550.00 0.00
Burtonsville                                 4,100.00 0.00
Calverton                                            0.00 0.00
Christian                                            0.00 0.00
Church of New Nations 90.00 240.00 
Colesville                               15,000.00 300.00 
Crossroads Montgomery County 4,460.83 0.00
Doulos                                            0.00  0.00
EB du Calvaire 500.00 0.00
FBC, Damascus 11,837.48 0.00
FBC, Rockville 33,859.61 2,903.76 
Fellowship, Silver Spring 1,200.00 0.00
First Hispanic, Adelphi 2,340.00 0.00
Georgia Avenue 25,146.79 0.00
Germantown                               22,434.46 0.00
Glen Echo 0.00 0.00
Global Mission 71,000.00  0.00
Glory Korean                                       0.00 0.00
God’s Flock Korean 130.00 0.00
Greenridge                               92,585.91 0.00
Hoi Tranh (Vietnamese Love)            755.00 0.00
IB Alpha & Omega 1,020.00 0.00
IB Emmanuel                                 1,000.00 0.00
IBH de Gaithersburg 200.00  0.00
IBH de Rockville 0.00 0.00
Ichthus Mission 1,200.00 0.00
Immanuel Korean 300.00 0.00
Kensington                                 4,019.33 0.00
Korean of Washington 300.00 0.00
Life Church, SBC 300.00 0.00
Maryland Chinese 0.00 0.00
Montgomery                                        0.00 0.00
Montgomery Chinese 2,600.00 0.00
Montrose                                            0.00 0.00
Montrose Korean 785.00 0.00
MorningStar Community 4,055.11 0.00
New American 800.00  0.00
New Life Korean 400.00 0.00
Oasis                                    525.00 0.00
Olney                               16,446.21 0.00
Onnuri Korean 660.00 0.00
Phillippine International 733.36 0.00
Poolesville                                    198.00  0.00
Redland 18,880.85 0.00
Seven Locks 200.00 1,250.00 
Stewardship Mission 0.00 0.00
Tae Sung Korean  0.00  0.00
Travilah 2,409.87 0.00
Upper Seneca 6,136.15 0.00
Viers Mill                               12,240.00   0.00
Viers Mill Spanish 0.00  0.00
Wheaton Woods 200.00  0.00
Wildwood                               10,729.74  0.00
                             404,090.84 4,693.76 
  
Potomac Association 
Bayside                               22,728.00 0.00
Callaway                                 3,387.64 0.00
Christian Family 648.69 0.00
Christian Unity 0.00 0.00
Cobb Island 375.00  0.00
Dunkirk                               31,909.00 0.00

CHURCH  CP Designated CHURCH                   CP Designated CHURCH                         CP      Designated

2003 Cooperative Program (CP) & BCM/D designated gifts 

Emmanuel, Huntingtown 24,551.41 0.00
FBC, La Plata 19,011.73  0.00
FBC, St. Charles 18,210.76   0.00
FBC, Waldorf                               49,429.54  0.00
FBC, Welcome  1,000.00  0.00
Grace, Bryans Road  12,865.24   0.00
Hughesville                               18,800.00   0.00
Indian Head                                 8,078.84   0.00
Kingdom                                           0.00       0.00
Leonardtown                               49,245.81  0.00
Lexington Park 60,468.74  0.00
Lighthouse                                 1,100.00  0.00
Marbury                               23,536.29  0.00
Maryland Point  2,652.00  0.00
Ministry of Love in Christ  145.00  0.00
Nanjemoy                               11,209.60 900.00 
New Covenant Community 1,043.97  0.00
Potomac Heights  40,069.72  0.00
Promise Missionary 0.00  0.00
Southern Calvert  34,781.62 1,590.36 
St. Leonard Plant 0.00 0.00
Trinity 12,204.46  1,352.38 
White Plains                               12,478.13   0.00
                             459,931.19 3,842.74 
  
Prince Georges Association 
Abundant Life  0.00  0.00
Abyssinia                                    700.00  0.00
Atlantic Street 162.50  0.00
Belair                                            0.00 0.00
Berean                                    120.00  0.00
Berwyn                                 2,588.02 0.00
Bowie Holy Spirit                                 0.00 0.00
Broadview 0.00  0.00
Calvary, Upper Malboro 13,844.44  0.00
Cedron Brook                                      0.00  0.00
Central                                            0.00  0.00
Church of the Great Commission 1,000.00  0.00
Christ Creative 75.00  0.00
Christ’s Community 1,345.71    0.00
Clinton                               16,458.88  0.00
Clinton Korean 0.00 0.00
Cornerstone Bible 0.00  0.00
Cornerstone Peaceful 3,200.00   0.00
Cresthill                                 5,282.18 2,543.35 
El Bethel                                 3,700.00 0.00
Emmanuel, Laurel  7,500.00  0.00
Expectation Bible 0.00 0.00
Faith, Laurel                               27,679.49   0.00
Faith Community  1,022.64  0.00
FBC of Suitland  27,132.63 0.00
FBC, Beltsville 7,718.09  0.00
FBC, Capitol Heights 1,550.00 0.00
FBC, Laurel                             137,147.05  0.00
FBC, Mount Ranier  5,117.18   0.00
First Vietnamese 0.00  0.00
Forestville                                 4,232.73  0.00
Freedom Way 0.00  0.00
Galilee 0.00 0.00
Glenn Dale                                 3,998.23  0.00
Gospel Missionary  0.00  0.00
Greater Fellowship 50.00 0.00
Greater Spiritual     150.00 400.00 
Greenbelt 0.00 1,246.41 
Holy House Community 0.00 0.00
Infinity                                    442.39  0.00
Jesus Christ the Good Shepherd  0.00  0.00
Joshua Bible                                 2,153.64 0.00
Kent                               12,099.11  0.00
Kettering                               27,254.07  0.00
Landover Hills                             16,309.00   0.00
LeDetroit                                            0.00 0.00
Little David                                          0.00 0.00
Logos Korean 90.00  0.00
Maryland                                      210.00 0.00
Maryland City                                8,078.60 0.00
Meadows                                            0.00  0.00
Mt. Calvary                                 1,500.00  0.00
Mt. Sinai                                            0.00   0.00
New Bethel Bethesda 473.78  0.00
New Fellowship  0.00 0.00
New Hope of PG  1,250.00 100.00 
New Horizons, Landover  0.00 0.00
New Image                                    300.00  25.00 
New Jericho                                    640.00   0.00
New Jerusalem 0.00  0.00
New Redeemer  1,600.00  0.00
New Solid Rock  50.00   0.00
Open Bible Deaf 500.00 0.00
Oxon Hill                                 9,168.74  0.00
Progressive                                        0.00  0.00
Riverside, Oxon Hill  0.00  0.00
Sharon Bible Fellowship  0.00 0.00
Solid Rock, DC           0.00   0.00
St. James                                            0.00  0.00
St. James Inspirational        0.00  0.00
Sung Hyun                                         0.00  0.00
Tabernacle                                    125.00     0.00
Takoma Park Hispanic   0.00  50.00 
Temple Hills                                        0.00  0.00
Unity                                 1,590.66    0.00
Uplift                                            0.00   0.00
Victory Filipino      150.00    0.00
Victory Temple  0.00  0.00
Village                                 1,000.00    0.00
Washington Street 0.00          0.00
West Hyattsville   662.35  0.00
Whitehall                               24,576.53   14.00 
Zion Hill                                            0.00   0.00
                             381,998.64   4,378.76 
  
Susquehanna Association 
Aberdeen Korean  840.00    0.00
Bel Air Korean  175.00    0.00
Bel Forest                                 9,307.65      0.00
Calvary, Bel Air 92,043.26   0.00
Calvary, Rising Sun  8,916.03   0.00
Carsins Run                                    500.00     0.00
Church at Riverside 3,269.46  0.00
Conowingo                               30,971.85     0.00
Dublin Missionary 1,665.01         0.00
Edgewood                                 6,649.69      0.00
Faith Southern  10,656.93      0.00
FBC, Aberdeen  9,297.00      0.00
FBC, Elkton                               14,253.00   9,730.00 
FBC, Havre de Grace     16,372.69  0.00
FBC, Kingsville   1,011.72     0.00
FBC, North East 14,474.78   0.00
FBC, Perryville  20,482.94     0.00
Maple View                                 4,986.74   0.00
Mt. Wolf Community  0.00  0.00
North Harford                               30,607.90   0.00
Oak Grove                             233,027.34     0.00
Pathways                                 2,025.30      0.00
Pine Grove 0.00   42.00 
Pleasant View 15,333.70   10,485.21 
Porters Grove 750.00      0.00
Prince of Peace 0.00        0.00
Real Life                                            0.00  0.00
Room at the Cross  0.00  0.00
St. John’s                                            0.00    0.00
Towne                               28,836.93  0.00
World Vision                                    270.00    0.00
                             556,724.92   20,257.21 
  
Western Association 
Christ Memorial 4,558.00    0.00
Cumberland Community 1,351.00   0.00
Deep Creek                                 5,645.73  0.00
Ebenezer Full Gospel 200.00 0.00
FBC, Cumberland  2,400.00  0.00
FBC, Keyser                                       0.00  0.00
FBC, Westernport                         2,875.38    0.00
Ferndale                                            0.00  0.00
First English                                 4,045.72         0.00
Grace, Cumberland 10,571.88   0.00
Graceland                                 7,440.00   0.00
LaVale                                 9,137.08   0.00
Little Meadows  1,574.27    0.00
New Day 0.00  0.00
Oldtown                                 3,085.00   0.00
Pleasant View 7,423.89   0.00
Rush                                      29.32    0.00
Second                               13,572.40   0.00
Stoney Run                                 2,503.00    0.00
Welsh Memorial  3,152.17   0.00
                               79,564.84   0.00
  
BCM/D Non-Associational 
African American Int   0.00   0.00

CHURCH                         CP      Designated

Editor’s Note: These giving statistics represent 

what BCM/D churches contributed to the 

Convention in 2003. 

     The CP category stands for Cooperative 

Program, gifts that are split 59/41 between the 

BCM/D and the Southern Baptist Convention. 

     The BCM/D category represents designated 

gifts for BCM/D causes. Annie Armstrong, State 

Missions and Lottie Moon Offerings are not 

included in the above. 

     The BCM/D budget is on a January—

December basis.

     “BCM/D Top 25 CP Giving Churches” are 

based on those churches that filed an Annual 

Church Profile by press date.  

BCM/D Top 25 

Giving Churches

(199 or less in worship)

 1 Oak Grove
 2 FBC, Laurel
 3 Allen Memorial
 4 Faith, Glen Burnie
 5 Ogletown
 6 Greenridge
 7 Calvary, Bel Air
 8 Glen Burnie
 9 South Columbia
 10 Greensboro
 11 Global Mission
 12 White Marsh
 13 Lexington Park
 14 Elders
 15 Friendship, Sykesville
 16 FBC, Waldorf
 17 Leonardtown
 18 Westminster
 19 Middle River
 20 Lynnhaven
 21 FBC, Easton
 22 Severn
 23 Potomac Heights
 24 Colonial

 25 Bethel

 1 FBC, Cambridge
 2 Faith, Knoxville
 3 South Shore
 4 Dunkirk
 5 Conowingo
 6 Immanuel, Salisbury
 7 Weems Creek
 8 Gethsemane
 9 Hockessin
 10 Faith, Laurel
 11 Paramount
 12 Long Green
 13 Georgia Avenue
 14 Whitehall
 15 FBC, Elkton
 16 Marbury
 17 Severna Park
 18 Bayside
 19 FBC, Berlin 
 20 Germantown
 21 Gunpowder
 22 FBC, Crofton
 23 Harvest
 24 FBC, Dundalk
 25 Ashton 

BCM/D Top 25 

Giving Churches

(200 or more in worship)
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By Gideon Gaitano
Pastor, Crossway 

International Community 
Church

It’s time church planters 
expressed their gratitude 
and appreciation to parent 

churches for the encouraging 
care and support they give to 
these congregations we call 
church plants.

My expe-
rience with 
Colonial 
Church in 
Randallstown, 
Md., has been 
a healthy one. 
There has been 
an encourag-
ing relationship 
with the senior 
pastor, Robert 
Anderson 
and with the 
Owings Mills 
Missions 
Committee, led 
by chairman 
Clarence Smith. 
This missions 
committee 
helped guide 
our parent 
church in the 
areas of fund-
ing and prayer. 
In addition, 
they helped 
us develop a 
four-way cov-
enant between parent Colonial 
Church, our church plant 
Crossway International, 
Baltimore Association and 
the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware. The cov-
enant has helped clarify the 
distinct roles and responsibili-

ties of each cooperating entity 
in this entire church planting 
process. Colonial also released 
a core group of godly believ-
ers to help “seed” the church 
plant with initial members. 
They also gave me, as the 
church planter, the freedom to 
implement the vision God has 
given me for the church plant 
here in Owings Mills.

Crossway International 
Community Church (C.I.C.C.) 
is now on its way toward 
incorporation and indepen-
dence. Yet the ties remain 
strong between Crossway and 
Colonial. I love the encourag-
ing monthly meetings I have 

with Pastor Anderson. I appre-
ciate the timely calls of Deacon 
Brother Smith to check on how 
our work is developing. Our 
church is inspired by the regu-
lar visits of Colonial members 
who come to help with our 
music and children’s minis-
tries, to encourage our care 
group leaders during home 
cell group meetings, and even 

to direct church 
seekers to attend 
our services. All 
this show of sup-
port has kept our 
people serving 
with confidence, 
knowing that we 
have the prayers 
and help of our 
parent church, 
Colonial.

In addition 
to our parent 
church’s support, 
we’ve received 
help from other 
caring, estab-
lished churches. 
During our first 
year, Reisterstown 
Church, pastored 
by Joe Traynham, 
allowed us to use 
their facilities rent-
free. This was a 
tremendous help, 
because it allowed 
us to save some 
funds for our next 
step in renting 

our present location at Owings 
Mills High School. They even 
gave us funding to help in the 
purchase of sound equipment 
for our worship experiences. 
Another church that helped us, 
too, was Middle River Church.  
Former Pastor of Worship and 

Fine Arts, Gary Morrison, 
spearheaded a benefit concert 
for some “seed” funding for 
Crossway during its first year.

All of this support has 
resulted in our church grow-
ing strong, healthy and 
vibrant, as it seeks to reach our 
exciting evangelistic and lead-
ership multiplication goals for 
2004. We started with 25 mem-
bers two years ago. By God’s 
grace we hope to grow to over 
a hundred by the end of this 
calendar year. As God blesses 
our growth, we intend to plant 
other churches in the city of 
Baltimore.

Crossway International 
Community Church, as its 
name expresses, is a mult-
racial, mult-cultural interna-
tional church. We have people 
from several countries within 
our congregation, including 
Cuba, the Philippines, the 
Dominican Republic, Mexico, 
El Salvador, Puerto Rico, and 
of course, the United States 
(with both African-American 
and Anglo-Americans repre-
sented). Planting a multi-racial, 
multi-cultural church is not 
easy, and it can be difficult 
to sustain. However, it can 
also be very exciting as we 
watch and see our people 
bond together with such true 
Christian affection! This is no 
doubt because God’s love per-
meates our fellowship.
Let us, both established 
churches and new church 
plants, continue to discover 
in growing, intentional ways, 
the enormous benefits that can 
be experienced as we develop 
cooperative relationships in 
reaching our communities for 
Jesus Christ. 

Crossway is appreciative of parent church, Colonial

Gideon Gaitano, 

pastor, Crossway 

International 

Community Church, 

and Robert Anderson, 

pastor, Colonial 

Church.

Ward and Ward Cleaver – The new stay-at-home parent 

Chuck Colson

Host of “BreakPoint 

with Chuck Colson”

Two successful working 
parents, one a corporate 
lawyer and the other an 

anesthesiologist, were faced 
with a decision. One needed 
to stay home to care for their 
newly adopted infant son. 
And so the lawyer gave up 
power lunches for peanut 
butter sandwiches, a high-
paying job for one with no 
financial compensation. That’s 
a story similar to that of many 
married couples, in which 
one parent—usually Mom—
decides to leave the workplace 
to care for the kids. But this 
isn’t the story about a mom 
and dad. It’s the story of two 
dads, Jamie McConnell and his 
partner Bill Atmore.

New York Times reporter 
Ginia Bellafante recently 
reported stories of several 
homosexual couples, in 
which one decided to be a 
stay-at-home parent while the 
other worked to provide for 
everyone. “To some gay men,” 
Bellafante writes, “the idea of 
entrusting the care of a hard-
won child to someone else 
seems to defeat the purpose of 
parenthood.” 

And so Ray Friedmann 
left an accounting job, Bernie 
Cummings left a public 
relations management position, 
and a handful of others also 
left their careers to be stay-at-
home parents. Their decisions 

reflect a growing trend among 
homosexual couples.

According to the 2000 
census, there were 60,000 
male couple households with 
children and close to 96,000 
female couple households with 
children. Gary Gates of the 
Urban Institute noted that of 
almost 10,000 same-sex couples 
with children randomly 
selected by the Census Bureau, 
26 percent of male couples 
included a stay-at-home parent. 

“That staying at home 
constitutes the just and noble 
course of parenthood was 
a sentiment echoed again 
and again in more than a 
dozen interviews with gay 
fathers,” writes Bellafante. And 
“because gay men are liberated 
from the cultural expectations 
and pressures that women face 
to balance work and family 
life, they may approach raising 
children with a greater sense 
of freedom and choice,” writes 
Bellafante. 

After the so-called sexual 
revolution, we’ve gone through 
the looking glass; nothing is 
as it should be. Gender roles 
have been turned upside down 
and shaken, with resulting 
absurdities. It’s okay, laudable 
even, for a gay father to 
stay home. But it’s not for a 
heterosexual mother: Her duty 
is to climb the corporate ladder 
in the name of women’s rights 

and equality—forget about her 
children’s needs. 

This phenomenon—
strange as it is—nonetheless, 
shows that God’s design for 
us is right. When same-sex 
couples try to work out ideal 
roles as parents, the picture 
ends up looking (almost) 
like God’s intention: One to 
nurture and one to provide. 
Children need a parent 
at home—they need that 
connection. And so these 
homosexual couples try to 
imitate the ideal situation for 
raising children. The problem 
is that they can’t.

Some children of 
homosexual parents may 
turn out alright. But as with 
children of single parents—
despite the heroic job many 
single parents do—they 
know they’ve missed a 
crucial element in their lives. 
Mothers and fathers, filling 
their distinct roles, shape our 
identity. 

Homosexuals have 
fought hard for the “right” 
to parenthood. No one 
has a “right” to put kids 
in an artificial family. The 
homosexual’s “right” is one 
thing. But how about the 
child who, I believe, deserves 
nothing short of God’s real 
and enduring design for the 
family, with a male father and 
a female mother?

Copyright © 2004 Prison 
Fellowship Ministries. Reprinted 

with permission. “BreakPoint 
with Chuck Colson” is a radio 
ministry of Prison Fellowship 
Ministries. Prison Fellowship 
Ministries® may withdraw or 

modify this grant of permission at 
any time. To receive “BreakPoint” 

commentaries daily, you can 
subscribe for free at http://

www.breakpoint.org/.

Other Resources:
• Ginia Bellafante, “Two 

Fathers, With One Happy 
to Stay at Home,” New York 
Times, 12 January 2004. 

• Michael Foust, “Same-sex 
parenting: Does a mom and 
dad make a difference?” BP 
News, 16 January 2004. 

• David Usborne, “Children 
of the revolution,” The 
Scotsman, 17 January 2004. 

• Mike Allen and Alan 
Cooperman, “Bush Plans to 
Back Marriage Amendment,” 
Washington Post, 11 February 
2004, A01. 

• Pam Belluck, “Massachusetts 
Weighs a Deal on Marriages 
between Gays,” New York 
Times, 11 February 2004.  

• Pam Belluck, “Unusual 
Sparring between Court 
Majority and Dissenters,” 
New York Times, 6 February 
2004. 

• www.MarriageDebate.com. 

After the so-called 

sexual revolution, 

we’ve gone through 

the looking glass; 

nothing is as it should 

be. Gender roles 

have been turned 

upside down and 

shaken, with resulting 

absurdities.

— Chuck Colson
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The Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware 
presents...the 2004 lineup of summer camps!
The Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware 
presents...the 2004 lineup of summer camps!

ALL ABOUT KIDS PRODUCTIONS 
in association with Lamplight Artists

FOR:                   Completed Grades 1-6

WHEN:              Sunday—Friday, 9AM-3PM

WHERE:           Multiple locations*

1. Columbia, South Columbia BC, June 20-25   

    Performance on June 25 @ 7PM

COST: $95             

REGISTRATION/PAYMENT DEADLINE: May 28

*As of press date, locations are pending in the following areas:

Randallstown, Bel Air, Delaware, Eastern Shore, Annapolis 

and Cumberland. Camp dates will be finalized by March 15. 

For updates on locations, contact your local association, visit 

www.yourbcmd.org/camps or email Del Morgan at 

the address below. 

CONTACT: lamplightartists@aol.com

                             

YOUTH PERFORMING ARTS CAMP 

in association with the Baptist Convention of 
Pennsylvania/South Jersey and Lamplight Artists

FOR:                   Completed Grades 7-12

WHERE:           Skycroft Conference Center (Middletown, MD)

WHEN:             Sunday, July 25, through Thursday, July 29

COST:                 $215 with forms and deposits postmarked no   

                             later than April 30, 2004

                             $225 with forms and deposits postmarked no   

                             later than July 2, 2004

REGISTRATION/PAYMENT DEADLINE: July 20

CONTACT: Cindy Harper, (800) 466-5290 ext. 0

GIRLS CAMP 1 
FOR:                   Entering grades 4-6 

WHERE:           Camp Wo-Me-To, Jarrettsville, MD

WHEN:               July 11-16

COST:                 $150.00 per girl 

                             

REGISTRATION/PAYMENT DEADLINE: June 30

CONTACT: Carol McGiffin, (800) 466-5290 ext. 232

GIRLS CAMP 2
FOR:                   Entering grades 7-12 

WHERE:           Camp Wo-Me-To, Jarrettsville, MD

WHEN:             July 11-16

COST:                 $150.00 per girl 

                             

REGISTRATION/PAYMENT DEADLINE: June 30

CONTACT: Carol McGiffin, (800) 466-5290 ext. 232

MOTHER/DAUGHTER CAMP
FOR:                   Entering grades 1-3 and their mothers

WHERE:           Camp Wo-Me-To, Jarrettsville, MD

WHEN:             July 16-17

COST:                 $45.00 per person 

                             

REGISTRATION/PAYMENT DEADLINE: July 2

CONTACT: Carol McGiffin, (800) 466-5290 ext. 232

BOYS CAMP 1
FOR:                   Completed Grades 2-6

WHERE:           Kamp Kaylor, at Skycroft

WHEN:             July 8-11

COST:                 $100

REGISTRATION/PAYMENT DEADLINE: June 30

CONTACT: Jim McBride, Jr., (800) 466-5290 ext. 253

BOYS CAMP 2
FOR:                   Completed Grades 2-6

WHERE:           Camp Wo-Me-To

WHEN:             August 5-8

COST:                 $125

REGISTRATION/PAYMENT DEADLINE: July 28

CONTACT: Jim McBride, Jr., (800) 466-5290 ext. 253



The Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware presents...
the 2004 lineup of summer camps!

Registration and scholarship forms available online at www.yourbcmd.org/camps
All forms and payments must be postmarked by the Registration/Payment Deadline for the camp you are attending. 

These camps made possible by your generous contributions to the Cooperative Program.

Boys Camp 1
For: Boys completed grades 2-6 and their adult counselors
Where: Kamp Kaylor, Middletown, MD
When: 5 PM, Thursday, July 8 through 3 PM, Sunday, July 11
Cost: $100 per person
Registration/Payment Deadline:  June 30
Contact: Camp Director, Tim Arnett, at (410) 465-2255 
 or timarnett@comcast.net; Men’s Ministry consultant, 
 Jim McBride, Jr., at (800) 466-5290, ext. 253 or jmcbride@bcmd.org

Kamp Kaylor offers a unique camping experience for boys and their counselors. During this camp, the 
campers will learn various camping skills such as rope-craft, tool-craft, fire-craft, first aid and hiking. 
Campers will also set up a complete campsite and sleep in a tent. Other activities include swimming, a 
missions project and a daily gametime as well as a daily Bible study and Vesper service.

Boys Camp 2
For: Boys completed grades 2-6 and their adult counselors
Where: Camp Wo-Me-To, Jarrettsville, MD
When: 5 PM, Thursday, August 5 through 3 PM, Sunday, August 8
Cost: $125 per person
Registration/Payment Deadline:  July 28
Contact: Camp Director, Tim Arnett, at (410) 465-2255 or timarnett@comcast.net
 Men’s Ministry consultant, Jim McBride, Jr., at (800) 466-5290,   
 ext. 253 or jmcbride@bcmd.org

Camp Wo-Me-To offers boys and their counselors four non-stop days of excitement. Campers 
will go on hikes, participate in the famous outdoor scavenger hunt and make new friends in their 
cabins. Other activities include canoeing, games and sometimes we even go fishing. Campers will 
participate in a daily Bible study and Vesper service as well.

Girls Camp 1 and 2
For: Girls entering grades 4-6 and grades 7-12 
Where: Camp Wo-Me-To, Jarrettsville, MD
When: July 11-16
Cost: $150 per person
Registration/Payment Deadline:  June 30
Contact: Carol McGiffin at (800) 466-5290, ext. 232 or cmcgiffin@bcmd.org

This year the camps for girls in grades 4-6 and 7-12, will be running at the 
same time, but in different locations on campus. Each camp will use the 
theme “Real World Right Now.” The girls will participate in daily Bible study, 
mission study with missionaries from IMB and NAMB, crafts, recreation, 
swimming and surprises. Julie Watson will direct the older girls and Holly 
Mitchell will direct the younger girls. 

Mother/Daughter Camp
For: Girls entering grades 1-3 and their mothers
Where: Camp Wo-Me-To, Jarrettsville, MD
When: July 16-17
Cost: $45 per person
Registration/Payment Deadline:  July 2
Contact: Carol McGiffin at (800) 466-5290, ext. 232 or cmcgiffin@bcmd.org

Mother/Daughter camp is designed to introduce mothers and daughters 
to the overnight camping experience. They will live in a cabin and 
experience missions, Bible study, recreation, crafts, swimming and 
other surprises as a team.



The Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware presents...
the 2004 lineup of summer camps!

Youth Performing Arts Camp “The Great Masquerade”
Sponsored by the Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware, the 
Baptist Convention of Pennsylvania/South Jersey and Lamplight Artists

For:  Students completing grades 7-12 in the 2003-04 school year 
Where:  Skycroft Conference Center, Middletown, MD
When:  Sunday, July 25, through Thursday, July 29
Registration Deadline:  July 2  To register please return a completed 2004 Registration Form 
(available at www.yourbcmd.org/events/ypac) accompanied by a $50 registration fee 
(non-refundable). This fee will be subtracted from the total registration cost, with the 
balance due by July 20.  
Cost: $215 For registration forms and deposits postmarked no later than April 30, 2004 
             $225 For registration forms and deposits postmarked May 1– July 2, 2004
Full Payment Deadline:  July 20
Contact:  Cindy Harper, 800.466.5290 ext. 0

Image — a major emphasis in today’s world of performing 
arts. Success, fame, fortune, beauty, sexuality — driving 
images in our media dominated culture. Achieving the 
ultimate image and “they lived happily ever after” 
have somehow merged in the minds of many and 
become one idea.

 
Image is important. The Bible has much to say about it. At YPAC we will 
explore how being made in the image of God is the ultimate image and is the 
key for success and living “happily ever after.” Bible studies include IMAGE IS 
EVERYTHING, MASQUERADE, AN IMAGE TO DIE FOR, and MASQUERADE OR 
METAMORPHOSIS?

The Mid-Atlantic Youth Performing Arts Camp is a spiritually vibrant, instructional 
performing arts camp for grades 7-12, designed to promote and develop a Christian worldview 
in the performing arts.    

YPAC Offers: Skill training, artistic development, performance experience, awesome worship, challenging Bible 
studies, and God honoring friendships. Learning tracks available in Vocal Music, Instrumental Music, Theatre, 
Dance, Creative Movement, Audio & Lighting and Multi-media. New this year: Film Festival and Showcase!

Jeremy Lee

The Nick Akin Band

featuring:

All About Kids Productions  “The Image–Maker”
For: Completed grades 1-6 
When: Monday–Friday 9AM–3PM

Where: Multiple locations*
 Columbia, South Columbia BC, June 21–25
 Performance on June 25 at 7PM
Registration/Payment Deadline:  May 28
Cost: $95
*As of press date camp locations are pending in the following areas:
Randallstown, Bel Air, Delaware, Eastern Shore, Annapolis and Cumberland. 
Camp dates will be finalized by March 15.  For updates on locations, contact your local association, 
visit www.yourbcmd.org/camps or email Del Morgan at the address below. 
Contact: lamplightartists@aol.com 

Helping others create the right image for “success” is big business in today’s culture. 
Politicians, corporations and entertainers hire marketers, managers, publicists, 
promoters and handlers to create the perfect image to help them make it to the top 
of their profession. Children are bombarded with these images everyday and 
are challenged with the same question–what is my image for success? God 
has already provided the answer–for the Bible tells us we are made in His 
image. Children will be led in an exciting exploration of the sometimes 
humorous, sometimes serious but alwasy important pursuit of the 

ultimate image–maker. 

AAK Productions is an exciting, weeklong 
performing arts day camp. Children are involved 

in music, theatre and creative movement filled 
with learning activities that give expression 
to foundational truths of God’s Word. It is a 
week your child would not want to miss!

 

Registration and scholarship forms available online at www.yourbcmd.org/camps
All forms and payments must be postmarked by the Registration/Payment Deadline for the camp you are attending. 

These camps made possible by your generous contributions to the Cooperative Program.



✄

Name _______________________________________ Sex _____ Age _____ Birthdate _______ School Grade Completed  _________

Address  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip Code _____________________________________________________________ Phone number __________________

Please indicate which camp(s) you have an interest in attending: 

❏  Boys Camp

❏  Girls Camp 

❏  Mother/Daughter Camp

❏  Youth Performing Arts Camp

❏  All About Kids Productions
    
I would like to receive the appropriate camp forms by:

❏  Downloading them myself on the internet at www.yourbcmd.org/camps

❏  E-mail- (indicate your E-mail address here) ______________________________________ 

❏  U.S. Mail

    
E-mail the above pre–registration information to: charper@bcmd.org

(please type “2004 BCM/D Camps” in the subject line)
OR    
Mail your pre–registration form to:    2004 BCM/D Camps

c/o Cindy Harper
10255 Old Columbia Road
Columbia, MD 21046-1716.

•       A limited number of partial scholarship grants for each camp are available. Only one scholarship will be awarded to 
an applicant during the same camping year.

• Campers must have two recommendations. One recommendation will need to come from the pastor of the sponsoring 
Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware church where the applicant attends, and the other from an adult leader in 
the BCM/D church. A recommendation form is included below.

   
• The applicant must be a regular participant in his/her church.

• The parent or guardian of the applicant must make the initial request for the scholarship.

•        Camper scholarships are available for individuals who demonstrate financial need. 

• Mail completed scholarship forms to The Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware, Scholarship Committee, 10255 
Old Columbia Road, Columbia, MD 21046. Applications must be postmarked by May 31, 2004. 

• The scholarship recipients will be notified after June 6, 2004.

Name of Camper ___________________________________________ Telephone ____________________ Date _______________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________ State _____________ Zip _________________________________

Church where child is a regular participant _____________________________ Association ______________________________

Name of Camping Program for which applicant is applying for scholarship (check one only):

❏ Boys Camp       ❏ Girls Camp        ❏ Mother/Daughter Camp          ❏ All About Kids Productions        ❏ Youth Performing Arts Camp

__________________________________________________  ________________________________________________________
Signature of Parent or Guardian                    (Please print name)

Recommendations

In what church sponsored activities does the camper participate? ___________________________________________________

This person needs a scholarship because _________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We, the undersigned, recommend this person to receive a Camper Scholarship:

___________________________________________________           _________________________________________________________
Signature of Pastor                                   (Please print name)           Signature of Adult Leader              (Please print name)

2004 BCM/D CAMPS PRE-REGISTRATION FORM

2004 BCM/D CAMPS SCHOLARSHIP FORM
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By Ron Brown

When a minister 
leaves a church, 
the lay leadership 

first thinks “Who is going to 
preach next Sunday? What if 
there is a pastoral care crisis?” 
These are important issues 
that need to be addressed, 
but the idea of a congregation 
needing an interim minis-
ter usually comes from the 
associational director of mis-
sions or a staff person from 
the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware. In recent 
years a new calling and title 
has emerged – the Intentional 
Interim or Transitional 
Minister. Some churches do 
very well with the traditional 
interim minister who will 
keep the church stable, preach 
regularly, make needed pasto-
ral and hospital visits, handle 
funerals and weddings and 
assist the minister search 
committee secure the names 
and resumes of potential 
candidates. The questions lay 
leadership ask are, “When is 
an Intentional Interim needed 
and how can they help our 
church? How do we find 

one?” This article is intended 
to assist lay leaders to answer 
these questions.

When is an Intentional 
Interim Minister needed 
and how can they help?

An Intentional Interim 
Minister is needed if a church 
finds itself in one or more of 
the following situations:

1) the minister served 
seven or more years before 
leaving,

2) the minister resigned 
under pressure (a forced ter-
mination), 

3) the minister’s resigna-
tion was requested due to 
ethical or moral misconduct,

4) the minister departed 
in the midst of severe conflict 
within the church, 

5) the church has not 
conducted a self-study of its 
structure, history, priorities, 
mission or vision in the last 
five years, or 

6) the church has a pattern 
of the last two ministers leav-
ing after having served the 
church for only two to three 
years.

For a detailed explanation 
of each of the above situa-

tions, visit www.yourbcmd.org/
baptistlife.

How do we find an 
Intentional Interim Minister?

If any of these six criteria 
describes your church situa-
tion, it would be important for 
a church to consider calling an 
Intentional Interim Minister. To 
locate such a minister, contact 
your director of missions or 
the office of church/minister 
relations at BCM/D. They can 
share the names of persons cer-
tified and trained to serve you. 
The leadership of the church 
will want to ask about the 
training of the minister in the 
areas where they feel a need 
for specific help.

The Interim Ministry 
Network is an interdenomi-
national resource for finding 
Intentional Interim Ministers. 
This network is an associa-
tion of 1,500 interim ministry 
specialists representing 25 
denominations. They provide 
training and support for per-
sons to become Intentional 
Interim Ministers. They also 
establish standards for the 
practice of interim ministry. 
The Network can be contacted 

by calling (800) 235-8414. 
They also have a web site 
www.interimministryorg.

Other intentional interim 
resources

There are several resources 
lay leaders may want to consult 
for further and more complete 
information about intentional 
interims. On the internet, 
use a search engine such as 
www.google.com, and type in 
“interim ministries” to locate 
several sites of interest.  Some 
that may be helpful are:
www.interimministries-abc.org
www.bgct.org/min_church_rel
www.alban.org

One of the best resources 
is the book, “Temporary 
Shepherds,” A Congregational 
Handbook for Interim 
Ministry, by Roger S. 
Nicholson, Alban Institute, 
1998.

Ron Brown has served as an 
intentional interim in the Baptist 

Convention of Maryland/
Delaware. He is semi-retired, 

working part-time with BCM/D 
as consultant for church conflict 
resolution. He can be reached at: 

w7turner@comcast.net.

Intentional Interim Pastors — Who needs them?

Churches become a refuge for hurting ministers
By Sharon Mager

Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. — A 
church family welcomes a new 
pastor with an “old fashioned 
pounding,” showering the 
family with flour, sugar and 
spaghetti for the pantry. Pastor 
Wonderful and his happy fam-
ily move into a parsonage lov-
ingly prepared by an adoring 
congregation. The church cel-
ebrates the gleeful honeymoon 
and all is well. 

But something happens, 
the relationship sours. Things 
just don’t 
work out so 
the church, 
often bitter, 
tells the pas-
tor he has to 
leave. Feelings 
are hurt on 
both sides and 
the pastor and 
his family are 
stuck. The 
Wonderful 
family has 
to pack their 
belongings, leave their home,
friends, schools – life as they 
know it, and go. But where do 
they go? Often it’s right out 
of the ministry. Some studies 
show that 54% of dismissed 
pastors never return to church 
related ministries. 

The ones who seek other 
ministry positions do so carry-
ing heavy emotional “baggage” 
while dealing with day-to-day 
family needs, often without 
any financial support.

“The problem is that they’ll 
look for those other ministry 
positions without reflecting or 
examining the causes for the 
dismissal,” Ron Brown said. 
Brown, a BCM/D church con-
flict resolution consultant, is 
directing a new effort to help 
wounded pastors and other 
ministerial staff. He is working 
with Tom Rodgerson, BCM/D 
ministers’ counseling support 

consultant, and BCM/D to 
support wounded ministers 
through a program called 
Refuge Church Ministry.

The purpose behind 
Refuge Church Ministry is to 
provide pastors and other min-
isters a respite of six to nine 
months to do some learning 
and healing. Wounded minis-
ters work in a refuge church 
that provides a part time min-
istry opportunity and a loving 
church family. BCM/D works 
with the terminating church to 
provide a severance and health 
care package.

Refuge churches agree as
a body to take this program 
on as a ministry. They offer 
wounded ministers a place to 
temporarily work in ministry 
while receiving counseling and 
leadership training. The church 
body also helps the pastor’s 
family, giving them a safe 
place to talk about their experi-
ences and heal. 

The Refuge team, consist-
ing of Brown, Rodgerson, the 
refuge church senior pastor 
and two laypersons from the 
refuge church, works with the 
terminated minister and his 
family. BCM/D provides a sup-
port package up to $5,000. In 
addition the refuge church will 
provide a salary commensurate 
with the position. The refuge 
team also helps the pastor 
find a part-time secular job in 
an area where he needs help. 
For example, if the minister 

needs help with people skills 
he might get a job with a local 
fast-food restaurant, supermar-
ket or clothing store. If time 
management is a problem, they 
seek a job that requires that 
skill to be developed. 

“The goal is to get at least 
$35,000 from all sources for 
the terminated pastor,” Brown 
said. Sometimes the spouse 
gets a job. 

Participating ministers also 
agree to a leadership develop-
ment plan, working to identify 
weaknesses and strengths.

“We don’t want them to 
carry their part
for the termina-
tion into the next
church,” Brown
said.

Pastors must 
sign a written con-
tract to participate
in the program.

“It’s a cov-
enant. It’s not
something to just
get into or out of
quickly,” Brown
said.

Brown said there have
been several ministers in the 
BCM/D area who were dis-
missed abruptly. Some have 
gone back home to their fami-
lies, often in the South, and 
others have looked for other 
ministry positions. Many have 
never healed.

According to Leadership 
magazine, 22.8% of pastors, 
from all denominations, have 
been dismissed at least once in 
his career.

 Charles Chandler works 
with ministers dismissed 
from their positions through 
his “Ministering to Ministers 
Foundation.” Chandler is 
founder and executive direc-
tor of MTM and he’s experi-
enced first hand the pain of 
being dismissed. Chandler’s 
organization acts as an advo-
cate for the hurting pastors, 
providing them with helpful 

information and a listening 
ear. He also hosts “Healthy 
Transition – Wellness” retreats 
for pastors and their families. 
During the retreats, pastors 
tell their stories, work through 
anger and develop self-aware-
ness. Chandler said it’s pretty 
interesting to hear the stories 
because many sound the same. 

Rejection is hard to deal 
with, Chandler said, but so is 
isolation. 

“It’s not unusual for your 
colleagues to shun you. They’re 
uncomfortable. It reminds 
them of their own vulnerabil-
ity,” Chandler said. 

“Some are afraid to be seen 
with a “loser.” It brings on ero-
sion of self confidence and self 
esteem. There are also strong 
feelings of guilt. Pastors think 
‘had I been more spiritual 
this wouldn’t have happened.’ 
Then there’s suppressed anger. 
We’re conditioned to think 
that Christians don’t get angry. 
Getting stuck with suppressed 
anger leads to depression.” 

Chandler said the whole 
healing process can take years.

Though it’s difficult to get 
hard statistics, Chandler said 
surveys show that in 67% of 
dismissal cases, the congrega-
tion had also been in conflict 
with the previous pastor, too. 

In 45% of the cases, a 
minority faction was successful 
in manipulating a supportive 
majority to push the pastor out. 
Only 7% of the time the cause 
was the personal misconduct 
of the minister. For all, in 62% 
of the cases, regional officials 
of the various denominations 
who could have helped medi-
ate were kept away until it was 
too late to solve the dispute.

Two refuge churches 
should be available by April. 
The goal is to have at least four 
in different geographical places 
within the multi-state conven-
tion. 

For more info call Ron Brown, 
(800) 466-5290, ext. 207.

Ron Brown

Church Conflict 

Resolution

Refuge churches are churches that agree 

as a body to take this program on as a 

ministry. They offer wounded ministers a 

place to temporarily work in ministry while 

receiving counseling and leadership training. 

The church body also helps the pastor’s 

family, giving them a safe place to talk about 

their experiences and heal. 

— Ron Brown
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Global 

Mission 

plans 30th 

anniversary 

celebration

SILVER SPRING, 
Md.—Global Mission 
Church of Greater 
Washington will host 
a musical celebration 
on November 14, 
2004 in honor of its 
30th anniversary. 
The unique musical 
will include every 
area of ministry, 
including children, 
youth, college, adults 
and senior groups 
as it seeks to express 
the church’s passion 
and zeal to expand 
God’s Kingdom 
through the entire 
world. Especially 
highlighted will be 
Global Mission’s local 
ministries in addition 
to its community 
and global outreach 
efforts. 

Since its 
inception, Global 
Mission has 
performed Handel’s 
Messiah over ten 
times and has had 
special musical 
performances each 
Easter and Christmas 
holiday season.

For more 
information, contact 
Global Mission 
Church at (301) 460-
1656.

Silver Spring church has a Global Mission

By Shannon Baker, 
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

SILVER SPRING, Md. — 
The name of the church says 
it clearly. This church is on a 
mission. More specifically, this 
church is on a global mission.

Soon to celebrate its 30th 
year of ministry in November, 
Global Mission Church in 
Greater Washington, D.C., is 
passionate about reaching the 
world for Christ.

Multi-ethnic in design, the 
church formerly known as the 
First Korean Baptist Church 
of Greater Washington, has 
eight weekly services, includ-
ing three traditional and three 
contemporary Korean services; 
an English service, primar-
ily for its second-generation 
Koreans and their families; 
and an international service, 
which caters to mixed married 
couples, Korean Americans, 
Anglos, Cubans and Chinese.

“As we gather together one 
day before God’s throne, we 
want to extend to our Lord a 
mosaic of every tribe, nation 
and people, praising God and 
His Lamb, along with the Holy 
Spirit,” says Man-Poong Kim, 
Global Mission’s senior pastor 
for the past 12 years. 

“We are practicing that 
worship down here with so 
many ethnic groups.”

Located on a busy 
Montgomery County thor-
oughfare, just 15 miles north 
of the White House, the 3,000-
member church demonstrates 
its mission message in many 
different ways. 

Upstairs, two walls of 
glass cabinets, decorated with 
relics from various world 
mission trips, feature appre-
ciation certificates from the 
Governor of Maryland and the 
Maryland House of Delegates, 
and plaques from numerous 
area organizations, including 
the Korean and Vietnam War 
Memorial Funds, the Wheaton 
Community Center and local 
police and fire departments.

Outside the main sanctu-
ary, a wall-sized world map, 

labeled with brightly-colored 
yarn and pushpins, highlights 
the journeys of missionaries 
who were sent out from the 
church. 

Surrounding the sanctu-
ary, a meditation garden with 
a serene trickling water foun-
tain, and three prayer rooms, 
supplied with prayer requests, 
Kleenex and hourly volun-
teers, point to prayer as the 
power behind their efforts.

Even the church’s web 
page banner scrolls its goals: 
5,000 members, 500 lay lead-
ers, 50 missionary units, 5 new 
churches, all by 2010.

Having already sent out 
16 missionary units into places 
such as Asia, Thailand and 
Japan, the church has planted 
five daughter churches, 
including the 1,000-member 
Light Global Mission Church 
in Vienna, Va., and the 20,000-
member Global Mission 
Church in Seoul, South Korea.

Global Mission also 
sponsors churches in Kiev, 
Ukraine; Seattle, Wash.; and 
Timonium, Md., all in their 
early stages of development.

Well on its way to hav-
ing 5,000 members, the 
Washington metro-area church 
has 79 cell groups and 18 staff 
members. The church also 
hosts the Agape Day School, 
for children ages 1-4, for mem-
bers of the diverse community.

Originally from South 
Korea, Pastor Kim came to 
America in 1981 to pursue 
studies in evangelism. He 
later earned a master of arts 
degree in pastoral counsel-
ing from Gordon Conwell 
Seminary in Boston; and a 
doctor of theology degree in 
pastoral counseling, with addi-
tional studies in worship, from 
Boston University’s School of 
Theology. 

After teaching pasto-
ral counseling and worship 
at Hapdong Presbyterian 
Seminary back in South Korea, 
Kim became acquainted with 
Daniel Lee, Global Mission’s 
second pastor. Kim took over 
the senior pastorate in 1992, 
when Lee moved to Seoul to 
plant Global Mission’s daugh-
ter church, which will celebrate 
its 10th anniversary this year.

Born into a Neo-
Confucianism family, Kim 
gives credit to a local Christian 
church in his Korean peninsula 
neighborhood for his faith in 
Christ. 

“We Koreans are indebted 
to the American missionaries 
who came to us first,” he says. 
“I went to the church because 
it was in front of my house. 
[Because of that experience] 
I became a member of a local 
church wherever I went.”

Even in America, “Koreans 
have been helped by the Anglo 
churches,” Kim notes. Now, 
after more than 100 years of 
Korean immigration, many 
Korean-American churches 
have grown to possess their 
own facilities and are in the 
position to reach American 
communities, even as they 
were once reached.

“As a congregation, we 
want to be everything that God 
wants us to be in our minis-
tries. We want to do what He 
tells us to do in the Bible— to 
spread the Gospel into all the 
world. It is our humble desire 
to serve others.”

As senior pastor of Global Mission Church of Greater Washington located in Silver Spring, Man-

Poong Kim’s desire is to serve others, spread the gospel and minister to a diverse community.

Vacation Bible School Training Schedule

VBS Associational Clinics:

March 13 Eastern Association FBC, Delmar 9 a.m-noon
March 13 Potomac Association Trinity Church 9 a.m-noon
March 20 Delaware Association Hockessin Church 9 a.m-noon
March 27 Mid-MD Association Elders Church 9:30 a.m-noon
March 27 Susquehanna Association Oak Grove Church 9 a.m-noon
April 2 Western Association Cumberland area 7-9:30 p.m.
April 3 Blue Ridge Association Pleasant Valley Church 9 a.m-noon
April 3 Western Association FBC, Westernport 9:30 a.m-noon
April 5 Arundel Association South Shore Church 6-9 p.m.
April 15 Baltimore Association Valley Church 7-9 p.m.
April 17 Delaware Association Greensboro Church 9:30 a.m-noon
April 24 Montgomery Association Poolesville Church 10 a.m.-noon
May 1 Prince George’s Association Kettering Church 9 a.m-noon

Rickshaw Rally: Racing to the Son 
is an unbelievably far-out VBS race 
that will have kids dashing through 
the streets of Tokyo, climbing Mt. Fuji, 
and speeding on bullet trains through 
valleys covered with rice fields and 
cherry blossoms with the islands of 
Japan as a backdrop. VBS racers (a.k.a 
kids) will complete challenges along 

the rally course while striving to fin-
ish the race in record time. At exciting 
steps along the route, racers will dis-
cover that to obtain the real prize in 
this Far-Out, Far-East, Rickshaw Rally, 
they will need to seek Jesus as Savior 
and Lord and commit to follow Him 
throughout the course of their lives. 
Are you up for the challenge?
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BSM Conference focuses on reconciliation and missions
By Lori Thornton

BaptistLIFE Correspondent

BALTIMORE, Md. — The 
Baptist Student Ministry 
Spring Conference will be held 
on April 16-18 at Woodbrook 
Church in Baltimore. The 
theme for the retreat is “Be 
Reconciled,” based on 2 
Corinthians 5:16-21. 

The focus of reconciliation 
was chosen because “being 
reconciled to God and oth-
ers is at the heart of what we 
are to be about as Christians” 
according to Bobby Waddail, 
who serves as Baptist Campus 
Minister in Baltimore and 
chairperson of the Spring 
Conference planning com-
mittee. He sees the retreat 
as “a small attempt to help 
college students recognize 
animosity that exists between 
various groups and within 
relationships and the need for 
corporate and personal recon-
ciliation.”

The conference theme 
will be conveyed to students 
through messages, multi-
media presentations, min-
istry opportunities and a 
Commissioning Service for 
student summer missionaries. 

The conference speaker 
for the weekend is Ken Lyle, 
Jr., associate professor of 
New Testament and Greek at 
Hardin-Simmons University. 
He previously served for 
seven years as the chaplain at 
Bluefield College in Virginia. 
As the Baptist campus min-
ister at Bluefield, he was very 
involved in student and mis-
sion work. 

Several former BSM stu-
dents will also be involved in 
the weekend retreat. Stephen 
Holmes, a recent Towson 
University graduate and music 
director, will provide special 
music. BSM alumni from 
Towson University and other 
colleges will serve as meal 
hosts from Woodbrook.  

On Saturday afternoon, 
students will have the oppor-
tunity to put what they are 
hearing into action. Two dif-
ferent ministry projects are 
being planned. 

At Garden Harvest Farm 
in Baltimore, students will 
serve by helping prepare 
the soil for spring planting. 
Garden Harvest is an orga-
nization that provides fresh 
produce to food banks, soup 
kitchens and emergency food 
pantries.

A second group of stu-
dents will work on a proj-
ect with World Changers, a 
Southern Baptist organiza-
tion. World Changers seeks to 
teach servanthood and a per-
sonal commitment to missions 
through opportunities to meet 
the physical and spiritual 
needs of others. 

On Sunday morning, a 
commissioning service will be 

held for the college students 
who will serve as missionaries 
this summer. The service will 
include a message of challenge 
and a focused time of prayer. 
Family and friends of the stu-
dent missionaries are invited 
to attend the 9:30 morning 
service.     

Approximately 20 student 
missionaries will be sent out 
this summer. The number of 
applicants and appointed mis-
sionaries has doubled within 
the past few years. 

According to Kirk Ritchey, 
campus minister in Annapolis 
and BSM missions coordina-
tor, the increase is partially a 
reflection of offering shorter 
terms of service. Students who 
have short summer breaks, 
such as Naval Academy stu-
dents, are now able to serve.

Almost half of the mis-
sionaries will remain in the 
United States, with seven 

serving in Maryland and 
Delaware. Nine students will 
serve internationally. Ritchey 
shares that an intentional 
move is being made to work 
more with BCM/D’s partner-
ship countries.

The sending out of sum-
mer missionaries is a coopera-
tive effort by BSM students. 
Each Maryland and Delaware 
Baptist Campus Ministry 
makes a financial commitment 
of support and raises money 
throughout the academic year 
to reach their projected goal of 
$20,000.

The retreat will conclude 
following a combined worship 
service with the Woodbrook 
congregation. Remember to 
pray for our Baptist Student 
Ministry students as they 
meet together, learn more 
about being reconciled and are 
challenged to serve God. 

A ministry to internationals explodes in Rockville
continued from page one

One student moved back 
to Indonesia but continued to 
keep up with the class via her 
daughter, a church member 
who mails her the weekly 
assignments. Another woman, 
Ping, is returning home to 
China, too, and also plans to 
continue the class long-dis-
tance.

“It’s going to be a regu-
lar correspondence course,” 
Durscher says with a smile.

Pastor Schmidt says if 
First Church can do it, just 
about any church can. All it 
takes is dedication, prayer and 
patience.

“In the ministry, you’re 
always asking yourself, ‘How 
much is this going to cost us?’” 
he says. “This isn’t going to 
cost you anything. If you open 
the door, people literally will 
come to you. Jean wanted us 
to advertise the class when 
we started it, but I had been 
advised, ‘Don’t advertise. Just 
be ready. One day people will 
come. And when one comes, 
you’ll have all the students 
you’ll need.’ And that’s exactly 

what Jean did. She came 16 
weeks in a row with her brief-
case and nobody came, and 
when finally, that one person 
came, it opened the flood-
gates.”

Today, three years later, 
First Church’s international 
class is truly a melting pot. 
Natives of 14 countries have 
come to the class, most of them 
from Asia. On a typical Sunday 
morning, they munch on 
homemade brownies or muf-
fins and quickly get to work.

One summer Sunday 
morning, Durscher started 
her class by passing out train 
schedules. As class partici-
pants dribbled through the 
door, she launched into her 
first lesson for the day – deci-
phering an ordinary train 
schedule. Brows furrowed as 
class attendees grappled with 
the arrival and departure 
times and tried to answer 
her questions – what train 
would you take from Boston 
if you wanted to arrive in 
Washington in the afternoon? 
What trains run on Sundays?

Next came the second part 
of the lesson – homophones. 
That’s right, those grade-school 
sound-alike word drills: rain/
reign/rein, bow/bough, shear/
sheer, etc.

And finally, the morning 
wrapped up with a Bible les-
son, this one from the 12th 
chapter of Mark.

Durscher says that’s the 
way most classes are struc-
tured – give the students prac-
tical lessons in English and a 
practical lesson in the Bible 
to end the morning. But the 
biggest lessons the students 
get are life lessons in faith 
in action. Durscher and her 
husband, Eldon, are hosting a 
woman from Iran, Faezeh, and 
her daughter, Rosa, who is in 
the U.S. to get treatment from 
Johns Hopkins after being 
severely injured in a rockslide 
back home. Rosa suffered brain 
injuries in the accident, and 
First Church has started a fund 
for her medical expenses.

“There are very kind peo-
ple in this church, very helpful 
people,” Faezeh said through 

a translator. “I cannot tell you 
how kind they are. It means so 
much to me.”

To Pastor Schmidt, Faezeh’s 
story is what the international 
class is all about – using practi-
cal lessons in English to help 
people understand the gospel 
and hopefully, make a deci-
sion for Christ. Ping is such 
an example. She spent only a 
few months in the U.S. while 
visiting her daughter, a First 
Church member, but she came 
to the class, accepted Christ as 
her Savior, was baptized at the 
church and is heading home 
to spread the good news about 
Jesus.

“As a preacher, I would 
like to see that happen to 
everyone who comes to the 
class,” Pastor Schmidt says. 
“But that doesn’t always hap-
pen. It may be that in many 
cases we’re just putting seeds 
down that God will work on 
someplace else. But showing 
people that we care for them, 
meeting needs, teaching the 
Bible and who Jesus is and 
what He did, that’s our goal.”

BEGIN A RELATIONSHIP 

WITH GOD

GOD’S INITIATIVE:

God sent his son, Jesus, to die 
on the cross, paying the penalty 
for your sins, and promised 
“everyone who believes in Him 
will not perish but have eternal 
life.” John 3:16

OUR RESPONSE:

ADMIT…that you need to be 
rightly related to God. Under-
stand that you are sinner. Pride 
keeps us from doing some of 
the most important things in 
life.  Without God’s interven-
tion, your sin will ultimately 
lead to death and eternal 
separation from God. “No one 
is good –- not even one. No one 
has real understanding; no one 
is seeking God.”  Romans 3:10
“For all have sinned; all fall 
short of God’s glorious stan-
dard.” Romans 3:23

REPENT…from your sin and 
turn to God accepting by faith 
His gift of salvation. “Now 
turn from your sins and turn to 
God, so you can be cleansed of 
your sins.”  Acts 3:19 “For the 
wages of sin is death, but the 
free gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Romans 6:23 

BELIEVE…that God’s son, Je-
sus Christ, makes it possible for 
you to have a relationship with 
God. “For God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to 
himself…” 2 Corinthians 5:19
“This is real love. It is not that 
we loved God, but that He 
loved us and sent His son as a 
sacrifi ce to take away our sins.”  
1 John 4:10

CONFESS…your sin to God.  
If you want to make this choice 
now, you can express that de-
sire to God in a prayer similar 
to this one:“Dear God, I know 
I am a sinner. I believe Jesus 
shed his blood, died and rose 
again to take the punishment 
for my sin. I accept your offer 
of forgiveness and eternal life.  
I thank you for what you have 
done for me, and I give you my 
life from this day forward.”

EXPRESS…your faith publi-
cally. Share it with a Christian 
friend or a pastor.  You will 
want to become involved in 
a local church where you can 
grow in your knowledge of 
Christ.  If you choose a Baptist 
church, you will be encouraged 
to be baptized as a public 
expression of your faith.
“If you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you 
will be saved.  Anyone who 
believes in Him will not be dis-
appointed.” Romans 10:9; 11

DEDICATE…yourself as a 
fully devoted follower of Jesus 
Christ.  Receiving God’s gift of 
forgiveness through Christ will 
set your life in an opposite di-
rection of the one you’ve been 
going. Now you are following 
God. “Jesus said to all of them, 
‘If people want to follow me, 
they must give up the things 
they want. They must be will-
ing to give up their lives daily 
to follow me.’” Luke 9:23 

Scripture from the 
New Living Translation



By Tim Durkin

Baptist Family needs vol-
unteers to help reach out 
to more people in need.

For more than 83 years, Baptist 
Family has provided a car-
ing and effective response to 
men and women in Maryland, 
Delaware, Pennsylvania and 

West Virginia. We have cre-
ated a highly professionalized 
staff ready to meet all kinds of 
needs–from counseling to fos-
ter care, from parent education 
to assistance with bills and 
emergency food.

What we need now is to 
advance the idea of a caring 
ministry through the help of 

active volunteers. In his first 
State of the Union Address, 
President Bush spoke of “rally-
ing the armies of compassion.”  
Well, we’re willing to start 
with just a company (maybe a 
battalion).

We need volunteers to 
be mentors and supports for 
families in different kinds 
of distress–economic, social, 
spiritual, health-related. We’re 
looking for volunteers with 
big hearts, interesting skills 
and the generosity to spend 
time helping others. 

Our plan is to put together 
a team of volunteers working 
in concert with the profes-
sional staff at Baptist Family. 
We will use this partnership 
as a model, a “demonstration 
project” for building volunteer 
teams in churches across the 
region.

Because clients often come 
to us with health-related prob-
lems, we need health profes-
sionals (doctors, nurses, etc.). 
We want to be able to support 
clients with legal help, so law-

yers and police officers could 
volunteer their specialized 
expertise. 

Of course, we need vol-
unteers to provide general 
help too, like transporting 
clients when transportation 
is an issue and helping with 
childcare. Maintaining our 
Transitional Apartment (which 
offers emergency shelter to 
families in extreme crisis) 
takes many hours of volunteer 
help.

The bottom line is that 
Baptist Family has plenty of 
opportunities for motivated 
Christian volunteers of all 
backgrounds, ages and pro-
fessions. We have the base 
of clients and a framework 
for volunteers to “plug into.”  
Joining us, especially now, 
means that you can make a 
huge difference in the lives of 
families in your church, com-
munity and beyond.

To volunteer your 
time and talent, please call 
Shawnee Huff at (410) 872-1050 
ext. 103.

Bob Gerstmyer

BFCS Executive Director

For more information 
about BFCS, or to ask 
questions or comment 

on articles on this page, 
please call BFCS 
Public Relations 

Associate, Tim Durkin 
(410) 872-1050 ext. 143 

Baptist Family and 

Children’s Services  
7175 Columbia 

Gateway Dr., Suite F 
Columbia, MD 21046

Phone: 
(410) 872-1050    
(800) 621-8834 

Fax: 
(410) 872-1047 

E-mail: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org
Online: 

www.baptistfamily.org

Would you like to be on 
our e-mail list? 

Send a message to: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org

By Bob Gerstmyer

With three months 
of planning and 
early progress 

under our belts, I wanted to 
give an update on the Good 
Samaritan Network. We have 
seen a promising start to 
this new endeavor, and the 
momentum behind it is grow-
ing. So much so that Baptist 
Family is committing more 
resources than originally 
planned to the success of this 
project.

As we outlined in 
November, one purpose of the 
Good Samaritan Network is to 
connect churches to the com-
munities surrounding them, 
by reaching out and doing 
ministry. The second purpose 
is to connect these churches 
to each other, allowing them 
to share their strengths and 
resources in order to make an 
even more pronounced differ-
ence in the lives of vulnerable 
children and adults.

The network is growing 
in both size and capabilities 
day by day. To accelerate that 
growth we have added anoth-
er Baptist Family staff mem-
ber to this effort— Kathleen 
McMurray. Kathleen will add 
her skills and all-important 
(wo)man-hours to Baptist 
Family’s new “Crisis Response 
Service.” Any church in 
our area can access Baptist 
Family’s Crisis Response 
resources by calling  Shawnee 
Huff at (410) 872-1050, exten-
sion 103.

This new Crisis Response 
Service serves as a church’s 
first call for help as they deal 
with families and individu-
als presenting complex needs. 
What kinds of needs?  Well, 
let me offer two excellent 
examples from this holiday 
season.

We received a call from 
a church in Mid-Maryland 
asking for help for a woman 
in their congregation who 
had been forced out of her 
home due to fire. She and her 
son were without a place to 

stay. Baptist Family arranged 
for the family to stay in our 
Transitional Apartment--a resi-
dence in Ellicott City which 
we maintain for just these 
types of events. The mother 
in this case is working, and 
has a good job, so she will not 
need our help for too long–but 
while the need for shelter is 
present we can and do meet it.

We assisted a family 
recovering from the unex-
pected death of 
a father, right 
before the holi-
day season. As 
the father was 
the sole bread-
winner, his 
death left the 
survivors, his 
wife and chil-
dren, in great 
distress. The 
family faced a 
few serious bills 
and was low on 
ready cash for 
day-to-day needs 
(food, etc.). 

Baptist 
Family appealed 
to our donor 
base and raised 
enough gener-
ous donations 
to meet these 
financial needs. 
This response 
stabilized the 
situation while 
our caseworkers 
worked to help 
the mother find 
employment. 
Within days, she 
took a part-time 
position, and she 
has recently accepted a full-
time job. The family is much 
healthier now.

The commonalities 
between these cases are obvi-
ous: both families faced a 
crisis event and both needed 
immediate relief (beyond what 
most churches could give on 
their own). Baptist Family, 
acting in concert with an 
involved church or with our 
faithful donors, was able to 

provide much-needed resourc-
es and professional social 
services. This rapid and over-
whelming response met the 
families’ needs and put them 
on the road to self-sufficiency 
and recovery.

An analogy might make 
this more clear: our strategy 
in dealing with these crises 
is like the extension of the 
Powell Doctrine into Christian 
Social Services.

You may remember that 
Colin Powell, reacting to the 
quagmire situation that the 
U.S. Army faced in Vietnam, 
proposed a revision to 
America’s military strategy. 
Doug DuBrin writes for the 
website www.pbs.org:  “force, 
when used, should be over-
whelming and disproportion-
ate to the force used by the 
enemy; there must be strong 
support for the campaign by 

the general public; and there 
must be a clear exit strategy 
from the conflict in which the 
military is engaged.”

Our enemy is the vulner-
abilities and situations that 
cause families to despair and 
fail. Our force is strong, and 
we are working to make it 
stronger, more disproportional 
to the enemy (please read 
more on volunteer opportuni-
ties below). Our donors and 

churches across
the BCM/D
have loudly
proclaimed
their support
for this effort.
And our servic-
es are arranged
so that the
response to a
crisis is swift,
effective and
time-limited;
that is to say,
we have an exit
strategy. We
rapidly help a
family get back
on its feet, set
up supports
to make their
recovery per-
manent, and
then move on
to help another
family.

As 
announced
back in
November, I
expect that
churches across
this Convention
will contribute
to many differ-
ent programs of

service to the Good Samaritan 
Network, to this war we’re 
waging against forces that 
threaten our families. We 
will have announcements of 
specific projects coming up in 
the next two months. In the 
meantime, I hope that pastors 
and churchgoers alike begin 
envisioning their part in this 
effort and taking advantage 
of Baptist Family’s Crisis 
Response Service.

Good Samaritans In Action
Each month in this space we highlight the good work 

of a church or other group that demonstrates a real-life 
application of the lesson of the Good Samaritan. “GSIA” for 
March focuses on Bethany Church in Delaware. Bethany (in 
Wilmington) is actively reaching out to their community, 
especially the residents of a public housing complex near the 
church. This outreach is a great example of Good Samaritans 
in Action! 

Every week the church rents a bus to pick up an average 
of 50 children, ages 4-13, and bring them in for church 
programs.  Many of these children have had no prior 
experience with church. Then, every month, they bring the 
children to the church for a special activity or take them to 
another fun gathering (like at the local bowling center).

Some of the children have advanced in their 
involvement with the church to the point that they have 
gone to the state Acteens camp, participated in a mission 
trip to Mississippi and a youth retreat at Skycroft. During 
the summer Bethany holds Backyard Bible Schools weekly 
at the housing complex. These sessions average 60 or so 
children each week. Parents are not left out; they are invited 
and provided transportation several times a year for special 
church activities. Bethany’s next goal is to have a US2 
missionary stay in the complex and build relationships and 
ministry with the families.

If your church is also living the lesson of the Good 
Samaritan, please contact us so we can share your story 
with the readers of BaptistLIFE, and to encourage other 
churches to get involved. Call Tim Durkin at (410) 872-1050, 
extension 143 or email baptistfamily@baptistfamily.org.

Plug your church into the Good Samaritan Network

A call for volunteers
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“Our enemy is 

the vulnerabilities 

and situations that 

cause families to 

despair and fail.” 

“Our force is 

strong, and we are 

working to make it 

stronger.”
— Bob Gerstmyer
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– Deadlines are the 
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month for the 
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issue. Classified 

advertising is 75 cents 

per word ($18.00 

minimum) for BCM/D 
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per word ($20.00 
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and 95 cents per word 

($25.00 minimum) 
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Contact us for display 

ad pricing. 

To Place an Ad

BI-VOCATIONAL PASTOR/
CHURCH PLANTER — Real 
Life Church of Abingdon 
Maryland is seeking a bi-voca-
tional pastor/church planter. 
Real Life is a new church start, 
meeting at Regal Cinemas.  
Resumes and inquiries should 
be directed to: Bobby Owings, 
Towne Baptist Church, 536A 
Trimble Road, Joppa, MD 21085, 
(410) 679-2030.

CUSTODIAN NEEDED — 
Faith Baptist Christian School, a 
ministry of Faith Baptist Church, 
is seeking a part-time custodian. 
Interested parties, please contact 
Office Administrator, Theresa 

Shaw, Faith Baptist Christian 
School, Laurel, MD at (301) 497-
4490.

FULL-TIME PASTOR — First 
Nigerian Baptist Church, 
Baltimore, MD, is seeking a 
full-time pastor. The church is 
multiracial, fairly high-tempo 
and predominantly Nigerian. We 
seek an individual, 35-45 years of 
age with a minimum of MTh. or 
MDiv. and at least 7 years experi-
ence as senior pastor. Experience 
in church planting, passion for 
evangelism and ability to speak 
the Yoruba language are an 
advantage. Fax your resume (1 or 
2 pages) to (410) 233-6201. Or call 
Search Committee chairperson, 
Paul Ojewoye, at (410) 233-6200.

MINISTER OF MUSIC AND 
WORSHIP — Westview Baptist 
Church in Martinsburg, W.V., is 
in search of a person to serve as 
full-time minister of music and 
worship in our growing, fam-
ily-centered church. Applicant 
should be able to lead our multi-
generational church in a blended 
worship service. For more 
information, call (304) 263-1701 
or send resume to: Westview 
Baptist Church, Attention: Music 
Committee, 301 S. Louisiana 
Ave., Martinsburg, WV 25401.

RETREAT TO THE OCEAN  
— The Baptist Retreat Center in 
Ocean City is available for Fall 

– Spring Retreats.  We can accom-
modate groups as large as 65.  For 
more info, call (410) 289-6573 or 
check hhtp:\\www.OCBaptist.org

Employment

Miscellaneous

By Polly House

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. 
— Looking at lost people and, 
in effect, telling them to go to 
hell is a terrible evangelism 
strategy. Just expecting them 
to show up at your church is 
almost as bad.

But because many 
churches lack an evangelism 
strategy they default to one of 
the extremes of evangelistic 
indifference, said Gene Mims, 
vice president of the church 
resources division of LifeWay 
Christian Resources of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.
Mims spoke to participants at 
the National FAITH Institute 
hosted by First Church, 
Daytona Beach, Fla., Jan. 26-
29, 2004. The FAITH Sunday 
school/evangelism strat-
egy was originated by First 
Church Pastor Bobby Welch, 
developed and sponsored by 
LifeWay and is endorsed by 
the North American Mission 
Board. Institute participants 
also had a chance to put into 
action all they learned. It 
resulted in 79 professions of 
faith.

“The FAITH strategy 
requires that people go out 
into their communities and 
meet people where they are, 
on their turf,” he said. “We 

can’t expect people to walk 
into our churches and say, 
‘Here I am.’ We have to go out 
to them and draw them in. 
That’s how 
Jesus did it.” 

Genonevo 
Lubaton and 
his wife, 
Purita, came 
from Faith 
Calvary 
Church in Los 
Angeles to 
participate. “I 
am the pastor 
of a Filipino 
congrega-
tion and I 
see so much 
potential 
with FAITH,” 
Lubaton said. 
“I am excited 
to go back 
and see what 
FAITH can do 
for our con-
gregation.”

FAITH 
uses the Sunday school orga-
nization to draw seekers 
and new believers into the 
church where they can be 
taught through Sunday school. 
FAITH is successfully used by 
churches in 49 states, is used 
in 13 countries--including four 
language translations --and 

involves more than 300,000 
participants.

Welch said FAITH’s effec-
tiveness as an evangelism 

strategy begins with what it 
does for the people involved 
in the classes. “These folks 
get excited about what God is 
doing,” he said. “They begin 
to see the world as God sees 
it. They get concerned about 
their families, their friends, the 
people they work with. They 

get a real heart for lost people. 
They want these people to 
know Jesus.”

The evidence of the 
statement is 
seen in the sta-
tistics of the 
outreach effort 
that concluded 
the Institute. 
Participants 
completed 401 
visits and com-
bined for 163 
gospel presenta-
tions, recorded 
79 professions of 
faith, added 26 
to Sunday school 
rolls and another 
173 to prospect 
rolls.

The church 
fulfills the Great 
Commission by 
going and mak-
ing disciples. 
“Evangelism is 
what drives us as 
a church because 

that’s what’s on God’s heart,” 
Welch said. “It’s impossible to 
make disciples if you don’t do 
evangelism.” 

The next National FAITH 
Institute is Sept. 27-30 at First 
Church, Lubbock, Texas. 
For more information, go to 
www.lifeway.com/faith.

FAITH gives churches a positive evangelism strategy

Don Satterwhite, left, pastor of Middle River Church, Baltimore, 

visits with Rick Blythe, pastor of First Church, Sanford, Fla., 

during a break from team building activities. Satterwhite and 

Blythe joined other senior pastors for a day of fellowship and 

challenges during the National FAITH Institute at First Church, 

Daytona Beach, Fla., Jan. 26-29, 2004. 
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