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By Joyce Jackson
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. — Cen-
turies of conflict have kept 
neighboring Japan and Korea 
worlds apart.

Jacob Shin, language 
church consultant for BCM/D, 
set out last month on a mis-
sion of reconciliation. Travel-
ing to Japan, South Korea and 
Thailand, Shin brought a new 
challenge to Korean churches, 
an opportunity to choose rec-
onciliation through God.

The bitter feelings be-
tween Koreans and Japanese 
can be traced back to the 1592 
Japanese invasion and atroci-
ties that occurred then. Many 
elderly Koreans personally 
remember the effects of the 
36-year Japanese occupation 
that began in 1910. At that time 
Korea lost its sovereignty as a 
nation. Korean family names 
were forcibly changed and its 
king was deposed ending the 
Lee dynasty. Shin explained 
that during those years Japan 
exploited Korea for its own 
benefit while Koreans lived as 
secondary citizens in their own 
country.

The Japanese Prime Min-
ister recently visited the Yas-
kuni Shinto temple in Tokyo, 
which houses the remains of 
war criminals. Presumably this 
was done to show allegiance to 
conservative Japanese leaders, 
but the visits stirred up old ani-
mosity among Koreans.  

When Shin became the first 
Korean-American appointed 
as a SBC missionary to Japan, 
friends asked how he could go 
to Japan. This was considered 
enemy territory.  

 “God loves every people 
group and every nation in the 
world,” Shin responded. “Mat-
thew 28:19 tells us to go. I have 
to go because God’s love sends 
me.”

His first stop on this mis-
sion of reconciliation sent Shin 

back into Japan to the Tokyo 
Korean and Japanese Baptist 
Church that he had planted in 
1991. 

 “In this church Japanese 
and Koreans praise God to-
gether,” Shin said. “The church 
people do not have barriers be-
tween each other, they accept 
one another in Jesus Christ.” 

Celebrating the church’s 
13th anniversary Shin said, “I 
thank God that He gave me the 
opportunity to serve. I know 

so many good Japanese people 
and have so many good Japa-
nese friends. The pastors and 
deacons have been working 
together with me for the King-
dom of God.”

A reconciliation service 
was planned that grew to 
include 18 churches as word 
spread that one of Japan’s lead-
ing pastors, 72 year-old Nobuo 
Watanabe, was to speak to the 
people of Seoul, Korea. 

Jacob Shin leads a mission of 
reconciliation through God

(From left to right) Chang, pastor of Sun Rin Church, Seoul, Korea; Jacob Shin; and Nobuo Watanabe, 

one of Japan’s leading pastors, spoke at the reconciliation service that included 18 churches.

Ogletown has baby boom and growing pains
By Sharon Mager

Staff Writer

OGLETOWN, Del.— 
There are a lot of colorful little 
feet surrounding Ogletown 
Church’s nursery door. 
Drew Landry, pastor 
of the church grinned 
as he walked by, 
amazed at the number 
of babies and pre-
schoolers toddling in. 
Fourteen babies were 
born over the past six 
months and there are 
80 preschoolers at-
tending each Sunday 
But really, the feet 
represent what’s hap-
pening to the whole 
church. Landry said 
it’s growing physically 
and spiritually and he 
said he can only attri-
bute it to God. 

Landry is always busy 
but doesn’t seem hurried. In 

fact he’s quite calm amid the 
myriad of ministries, doubling 
of numbers and limited land 
availability. 

Otis Daugherty led 
the church for twenty-four 

years before retiring in 1998. 
Landry began his ministry at 

Ogletown on the first day of 
the new century. 

Landry said Daugherty 
left a firm base of believers 
and the church was strong, 
but they were without a pastor 

for 18 months. 
“They were 

ready for a new 
direction,” Landry 
said. 

Landry began by 
intentionally help-
ing the church focus 
on who they are 
in Christ – finding 
their identity and 
focusing on their 
mission field, rather 
than concentrating 
on what they want 
to do.

 “The focus is on 
‘being, not doing,’ 
we intentionally 
focus our ministry 

on what scripture teaches 
believers about our relation-

ship with God and not what 
we wanted to do for God,” he 
said. 

The church developed 
a vision statement based on 
worship, discipleship, evange-
lism, prayer, stewardship, fel-
lowship and ministry. Landry 
preached through the state-
ment for about a year, so that 
the church would embrace it.

“We have people coming 
from Maryland, New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania,” Landry 
said. “This multi-state region 
is our mission field. We keep 
asking ourselves, ‘What are 
we doing to reach those peo-
ple?’”

Members are also discov-
ering who they are in Christ 
through a Network program. 
Network includes meetings 
and consultation for individu-
als to find their spiritual gift-
edness, passion and personal 
style. 

continued on page five

Ever seen this logo? 

Find out what it 

is on this month’s 

BackPage Feature or 

visit us online!

continued on page five

Connie Zinn, minister of preschool and children, 

and Drew Landry, pastor, are pleased with what is 

happening at Ogletown Church.

Happy Easter from 

the BaptistLIFE staff! 
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I have just completed prepa-
ration for joining my wife 
in leading a Marriage En-

richment event in one of our 
churches. Sherry and I are com-
mitted to these events because 
we have benefi ted so much 
from similar events throughout 
our nearly 34 years of marriage.

I applaud this church for its 
intentional ministry to families. 
This event is only one piece of a 
multi-faceted effort that focuses 
on strengthening marriages 
and families. I commend their 
example to each of our congre-
gations. 

We are under Biblical man-
date to uphold the sanctity of 
marriage and the family. Every 
church should hold up high 
God’s standard for the home 

with one hand, and with the 
other hand reach down with 
love and mercy to those who 
have not achieved that stan-
dard. Our posture should be 
redemptive. Our hearts ought 
to refl ect the heart of God. As 
this church has so often mod-
eled in its ministry, it is possible 
to show mercy and forgiveness 
without compromising God’s 
standard.

Allow me to offer a charge 
to you and to your church.
• Make strengthening mar-

riages and families a prior-
ity in your church. Give it 
the time and the budget it 
deserves.

• Expand and strengthen 
your ministries to youth 
and children. The return 

on these investments is tre-
mendous.

• Don’t forget single adults as 
you plan your family min-
istry.

• Teach your members the 
truth about pre-marital sex, 
pornography, extramarital 
affairs and other sins that 
undermine the sanctity of 
the home.

• Stay vigilant. There is an 
intentional, “full-court 
press” on in our society to 
redefi ne marriage. There 
is a specifi c agenda that is 
being followed. The Bible 
defi nes marriage as the 
“one-fl esh” union of a man 
and a woman. That is not 
just Baptist truth. That is 
biblical truth. The family is 

critical to the stability and 
future of our society. The 
family is a divinely created 
institution. Mobilize your 
church to speak the truth 
in love as we confront any 
agenda that would seek to 
redefi ne marriage.

• Find ways to reach out to 
those who “have fallen 
short” of God’s standard. In 
love, seek to reconcile them 
to Christ. Help them to en-
counter the life-changing 
power of God.
Reaction to what is hap-

pening around us alone is not 
enough. I am calling Maryland/
Delaware Baptists to a “full-
court press,” proactively seek-
ing to strengthen and guard 
our marriages and families. 

Like so many of you I saw 
The Passion Of The Christ.  
I saw it with a large 

group from our church. We 
saw the 7:00 p.m. showing on 
the day the movie came out. 
Throughout that day, as I tried 
to prepare myself for what I 
would be seeing, I was fi lled 
with all the images, conversa-
tions, sound bites, controversy 
and promise that surrounded 
the lead up to the opening of 
the movie. I knew it was going 
to be a very graphic depiction. 
And it was! I was constantly 
reminded of Isaiah’s (a Jewish 
prophet I might add) foretell-
ing of the event where he said, 
“…many were amazed when they 
saw Him – beaten and bloodied, 
so disfi gured one would scarcely 
know He was a person…yet it 
was our weaknesses He carried; 
it was our sorrows that weighed 
Him down…He was wounded 
and crushed for our sins. He was 
beaten that we might have peace. 
He was whipped, and we were 
healed…the Lord laid on Him the 

guilt and sins of us all.” (Isaiah 
53:2;4-6, NLT)

Ninety-one years ago, 
George Bennard was an offi cer 
in the Salvation Army. While 
traveling, he had stopped in a 
small town in Michigan. While 
there he wrote a hymn that 
was destined to become the 
most beloved and one of the 
most published songs, sacred 
or secular, in this country. 
That hymn, The Old Rugged 
Cross, seems once again to be 
highly appropriate to our cur-
rent focus on Gibson’s movie. 
While we do not worship the 
cross as such, we worship the 
Christ of the cross. One cannot 
ponder the depths of Christ’s 
atoning work on the cross 
without the keen awareness 
of the centrality and power of 
the cross within God’s plan for 
redeeming all of mankind. 

Bennard continued his 
evangelistic ministries for 
forty more years following 
the penning of this hymn. 
He wrote many other gospel 

songs, but none of them ever 
equaled the response to The 
Old Rugged Cross. Something 
eternal resonated in people 
who heard and sang this old 
hymn. Bennard spent the last 
years of his life a few miles 
north of Reed City, Michigan.  
On October 9, 1958, at the age 
of eighty-fi ve, he exchanged 
his “cross for a crown.” Near 
his home there stands a 
twelve foot high cross with 
the words: “The Old Rugged 
Cross – Home of George Ben-
nard, composer of this beloved 
hymn.”

Bennard couldn’t, in his 
wildest dreams, have imag-
ined how powerful, sobering, 
and life-changing a movie in 
the year 2004 would be. What 
he did understand (and what 
Mel Gibson also understands) 
is “how foolish the message of the 
cross sounds to those on the road 
to destruction. But we who are be-
ing saved recognize this message 
as the very power of God” (I Cor-
inthians 1:18, NLT). The Apos-

tle Paul goes on in that chapter 
to say, “So when we preach that 
Christ was crucifi ed, the Jews are 
offended, and the Gentiles say it’s 
all nonsense.  But to those called 
by God to salvation, both Jews 
and Gentiles, Christ is the mighty 
power of God and the wonderful 
wisdom of God.  This ‘foolish’ 
plan of God is far wiser than the 
wisest of human plans, and God’s 
weakness is far stronger than 
greatest of human strength.” (I 
Corinthians 1:23-25, NLT).

On the day I saw The Pas-
sion Of The Christ, I just kept 
singing in my heart the second 
verse of Bennard’s hymn: O 
that old rugged cross, so despised 
by the world, has a wondrous 
attraction for me; For the dear 
Lamb of God left His glory above 
to bear it to dark Calvary. So I’ll 
cherish the old rugged cross, Till 
my trophies at last I lay down; I 
will cling to the old rugged cross, 
And exchange it someday for a 
crown!

Can I get an “Amen” from 
somebody?

Each generation uses the arts to tell the story

Let’s strengthen and guard our marriages and families

The Christian life happens 
in the strangest places. 
As I signed the title to the 

car I was buying from a private 
owner I mentioned that we 
would need to have the bill of 
sale notarized. The owner nod-
ded his head and suggested 
that he could list the price of 
the car on the document at a 
price lower than I actually paid 
for it. Lower price…less sales 
tax. Tempting thought…bad 
idea. With my son sitting next 
to me, it was obvious in a hur-
ry that the slope of situational 

ethics is slippery. The price 
was the price. Whether the 
state of Maryland ever found 
out or not, the Lord reminded 
me at that kitchen table that 
He and I would always know 
what I paid for the car. My son 
would also know fi rst hand 
whether my values slipped 
when it was convenient.  

Jesus was asked by the 
Pharisees, “Is it right to pay 
taxes to Caesar or not?” Know-
ing their evil intent, the Lord said, 
“Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, 
and to God what is God’s” (Mat-

thew 22:17-21). He expects us 
to pay our taxes, to play by 
the rules. In Romans 13, Paul 
directed the Christian com-
munity to submit to governing 
authorities, to pay taxes and to 
respect those in places of gov-
ernment. We should submit, 
he says, “because of conscience” 
(13:5). Buying cars and pay-
ing taxes may not appear to be 
as “Christian” as witnessing 
or praying. Yet the essence of 
daily Christianity lives in obe-
dience. We either do what the 
Lord expects or we start slip-

ping toward sin. When the Fire 
Marshall or County Council 
tells us what the rules are, our 
obedience to the laws of man 
gives Caesar what belongs to 
him. We may be frustrated or 
even angry with man’s laws. In 
our compliance, however, we 
honor the ultimate authority, 
the Lord of the Church, Jesus 
Christ. Our churches and fami-
lies have opportunities every 
week to do what is right – even 
at the kitchen table of some-
one we have only known for a 
couple of days.

Honoring God is a daily commitment
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Arundel Association

Emmanuel Church, 
Gambrills, had a “Five Love 
Languages” seminar. Church 
members received workbooks 
and viewed a video tape fea-
turing Gary Chapman, author 
of the popular Love Languages 
books.

Journey Fellowship, 
Severn, rented a movie theater 
for members and friends to see 
The Passion of the Christ movie 
on March 7. Regular attendees 
paid for their own tickets and 
the church bought tickets for 
unchurched friends. 

North Arundel Church, 
Glen Burnie, is planning a 
motorcycle rally on the church 
parking lot on June 12 as a 
community outreach. All class-
es of motorcycles are eligible 
and the church will present 
trophies. Two bands, one secu-
lar and one Christian will play 
during the rally. A variety of 
vendors will be on hand to sell 
specialty products and visitors 
can eat pit-beef, ham, turkey 
and other goodies. Registration 
begins at 11 a.m. on the day of 
the rally. Admission is free. 

Baltimore Association

First Church, Dundalk, 
had its annual high atten-
dance/ kite Sunday on March 
21. Each child and youth who 
attended received free kites. 
Those who brought the most 
unchurched visitors were 
awarded special kites. After-
wards the church served hot 
dogs, chips and soft drinks.

Members of First Church 
recently enjoyed an evening of 
skating to Christian music at a 
local roller rink.

Children from Woodbrook 
Church had an opportunity 
to explore Christianity at a 
“Brunch Bunch” last month. 
Kids in elementary school met 
for light refreshments and an 
opportunity to ask questions 
and get answers.

Former member Terry 
Thomas Primer, currently 
chaplain for Monroe Village 
Presbyterian Home and Ser-
vices and an advisor for Baptist 
Student Association at Princ-
eton Theological Seminary led 
a spiritual gifts workshop dur-
ing a church-wide retreat last 
month.

Woodbrook has many ac-
tivities scheduled celebrating 
Easter. The church will have 
Palm Sunday services on April 
4, Maundy Thursday supper 
and communion on April 5. 

On Good Friday, there will 
be readings, sacred music and 
visual depictions of the passion 
and crucifi xion in the after-
noon. In the evening, members 
will observe a Tenebrae Service 
of shadow and light, signifying 
the death and crucifi xion. 

On Easter Saturday, the 
church will have a vigil ser-
vice, reaffi rming Baptism and 
communion.

Youth from Woodbrook 
are raising money to charter 
a bus for a summer mission 
camping trip to Kentucky. The 
youth recently had a silent 
auction and coffee house and 
they’re planning a car wash for 
April. 

Parkville Church, Balti-
more, will observe the Lord’s 
Supper at 7 p.m. on Good Fri-
day. On Easter Sunday, Bible 
study begins at 9:45 and the 

worship service begins at 11 
a.m. A nursery is provided.

Peninsula Church, Balti-
more, hosted a spaghetti din-
ner fundraiser to raise needed 
funds for Vacation Bible School. 

Blue Ridge Association
 

Kenneth Hemphill, SBC 
national 
strategist for 
Empower-
ing Kingdom 
Growth and 
former South-
western Bap-
tist Theologi-
cal Seminary 
president 
was the guest 
speaker at a 
Bible confer-
ence held by 
Faith Church, 
Knoxville. 
Hemphill 
shared from 
his experi-
ences as he 
discussed the 
many names 
of God.

First 
Church, Hag-
erstown, is 
having a base-
ball fellow-
ship. Members 
are boarding 
the bus at the 
church and 
heading to Bal-
timore to see the Orioles play 
the Boston Red Sox on April 8. 

Maugansville Church had 
a hymn sing with special mu-
sic by Cindy Shank playing the 
piano and David Burt and Jan 
Miller playing guitars. Every-
one sang classic hymns then 
enjoyed food and fellowship 
afterwards. 

 Virginia Avenue Church, 
Hagerstown, has a sewing 
class that has given over 100 
quilts to a pregnancy center, 
battered families and to fami-
lies in the Ukraine. 

Delaware Association

Hockessin Church started 
an eating healthy support 
group to encourage one anoth-
er in healthy eating habits. 

Eastern Association

The women of First 
Church, Easton, enjoyed a 
ladies tea. The topic was “The 
Titus Woman.”

Mid-Maryland Assoc
 
Columbia Fellowship 

recently had a pot-luck talent 
night, combining good food 
with the sharing of talents.

Taneytown Church had a 
whirlwind early spring. They 
played laser tag, went to a True 
Love Waits rally, and took part 
in the 30-hour famine to raise 
money and awareness for the 
hungry.

The True Love Waits rally 
was at Bethany Lane Church, 
Ellicott City. Teens met in 
small group break-out sessions 
that dealt with love and lust, 
Christian dating and mother/
teen relationships. 

Members of the youth 
group also went on a “Mission 
Extravaganza” at the Taney-
town Senior Center. A mission 
group called “Impact Team” 
ministered for over two hours 
with games, skits, spoken word 

and drama. The pastor for the 
Northwest Church of the Naz-
arene, who meets at the center 
for their services, said he was 
“so blessed” that the Taney-
town group came. In over two 
years of his reaching out to 
other churches, Taneytown 
was the fi rst from the commu-
nity to ever join them.

Teens cared for 14 children 
and babies in the church as a 
fundraiser for the upcoming 
famine activity. They played 
dodge ball and board games 
with the children and helped 
them make crafts. They also 
showed the “Jonah” VeggieTale 
movie. 

“The 30-hour famine - I 
don’t even know what to say, 
but praise His glory!” youth 
director Justin Hanneken said. 
The church met with other 
churches during the famine for 
mission projects and activities. 

 “The total money raised 
between eight youth groups 
was $21,000. There were ap-
proximately 150 kids there. 
On Saturday, everyone did a 
service project, such as visiting 
nursing homes, visiting hospi-
tals, or picking up trash,” one 
of the youth, Lilly Childs said.

 “I am thankful for raising 
the money for the kids who 
don’t have any food or medi-
cine,” Hannah Taylor said.

 “I was humbled by how 
I am able to eat what/when I 
want, and what I want to eat 
is always around all the time,” 
Lacey Hogue said.

Emma Shields said “Dur-
ing the 30-hour famine, I did 
not get very hungry until the 
last hour or so. For my service 
project, I picked up trash at the 
Howard County Arts Center. I 
would do the famine again.”

The Taneytown group 
exceeded their goal of raising 
$1,500.

Sixty-four people came to 
Northwest Church, Reister-
stown, for the church’s blood 
drive. Eleven were fi rst time 
donors. The church was able 
to generate 55 usable units of 
blood for the American Red 
Cross. The church hopes to 
have another blood drive this 
summer. 

Montgomery Association

Kensington Church host-

ed an “I Will Be Well” work-
shop presented by a health 
service coordinator for lifeline 
screening. Participants were 
shown how to assess their 
health risk factors, know the 
warning signs for strokes and 
vascular disease to help reduce 
the risk for strokes, learn more 
about osteoporosis and take 

steps toward 
personal well-
ness. Members 
and friends met 
for a covered 
dish dinner 
before the work-
shop. 

Green-
ridge Church, 
Clarksburg, an-
nounced Brian 
Sunderly as 
its new associ-
ate pastor. His 
responsibilities 
will include 
youth ministry 
and initiating 
the start-up 
phase of a Satur-
day night wor-
ship service.

Sunderly 
was the found-
ing pastor of 
Heartland 
Church in Co-
lumbia in 1997. 
He graduated 
from Southeast-
ern Baptist 
Theological 

Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C. 
He and his wife Deni, have 
two children, Cameron and 
Samantha. 

Potomac Association

First Church, LaPlata, 
hosted a church library minis-
try training in February. Eight 
churches attended to learn 
about basic church library ad-
ministration.

Hughesville Church will 
host the next training on May 
1. The topic will be processing 
media materials.

Nanjemoy Church will 
host the Potomac Association’s 
annual meeting on April 22.  
William Barkley, Jr. will be the 
guest speaker.

The women of Southern 
Calvert Church, Lusby, had 
a spring cleaning fl ing. Men 
made breakfast for the women 
in the morning then the ladies 
went to work on an in house 
ministry, spring cleaning the 
church – especially the sanctu-
ary area. 

Southern Calvert Church’s 
youth group served a home 
cooked sweet heart dinner for 
couples in the church. They 
also took care of the children, 
fed them, and did all of the 
clean up afterwards. The event 
was a fund raiser for a youth 
retreat in August.

First Church, Waldorf, 
had a grand opening celebra-
tion for its new library on 
March 7. 

Mark Hashagan began 
his ministry as pastor of First 
Church, Welcome, on Feb. 15. 

The Potomac Association 
is planning a Mexican mission 
trip on July 17 to 24. 

First Church, St. Charles, 
ordained Fred Caudle to the 
ministry on March 28. The 
church will host disaster relief 
training on April 16 and 17.

 

Pastor of South End Church, Kenneth Stalls, holds the mortgage 

while Linda Apple, member of the building committee, lights the 

flame to burn the $800,000 mortgage on their sanctuary, office 

complex and education space.

continued on page six
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David Jackson

Consultant for 

Church Planting

Prayer: the foundation of any movement of God

By David Jackson

Recently I received an 
invitation to join an in-
tercessory prayer team 

for one of our newer church 
planters. In and of itself, this 
is not unusual. I receive prayer 
items from them almost every 
day. One planter sends out a 
weekly prayer letter. Another 
emails prayer requests to those 
of us on his mailing list mul-
tiple times daily. Still another 
invites me often to a prayer 
group at his new church. In 
addition, I regularly get phone 
calls and notes from those who 
have seen God do miraculous 
things, attributing them to 
the ministry of prayer. These 
planters truly believe that 
prayer is the essential founda-
tion for success in their min-
istry.

From the inception of 
our current church planting 
system, the BCM/D church 
planting team has stated that 
the prime foundational ele-
ment necessary for our work 
is prayer. And rightly so, since 
the work of church planting is 
totally dependent upon God 
and what He alone can do. 
While we don’t talk about it 
much, and it certainly doesn’t 
get the headlines that atten-
dance or baptism fi gures do, 
there isn’t any argument here 
that it is a critical prerequisite 

to the success of any movement 
of God among His people. It is 
priority one.

Because this is true, those 
of us participating in church 
planting within the BCM/D 
are always looking for oth-
ers, like you, to join us in the 
ministry of prayer for church 
planting. There are several 
ways that you can get involved.

Join an Intercessory 
Prayer Team. Every church 
planter is told at Basic Train-
ing that his work needs to be 
undergirded by prayer, and 
that he needs to enlist a team 
of prayer partners who will 
covenant to pray regularly 
and often for the planter, his 
family and the work he is start-
ing. Most planters attempt to 
secure two, three or four dozen 
people to establish “a cover-
ing” for their new work, since 
they are moving into “enemy 
territory” and need the protec-
tion and wisdom of God. Plant-
ers recognize that starting a 
new church is serious spiritual 
warfare and allies are needed 
along the way.

Participate in a Prayer-
walk. Many of our church 
plants in their initial months 
involve core group mem-
bers and interested others in 
walking or driving through 
the community as a part of a 
“prayer journey.” This prayer-
walk, as it is most commonly 

known, is an opportunity to 
pray spontaneously “on site 
with insight.” Partnered with 
others, these teams of two or 
three allow God to impress 
upon their eyes and ears the 
things that they need to lift up 
in prayer. The impact is signifi -
cant, both on the community 
and on the participants, who 
come away burdened for their 
cities and more enthused about 
their own relationship with 
God.

Pray through the Monthly 
“Prayergram.” Every month 
our offi ce sends out a prayer 
update to anyone interested 
in praying with us about the 
concerns of our church plant-
ing efforts within the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/
Delaware. Each prayergram 
lists fi ve answers to prayer and 
fi ve requests for prayer in the 
work of church planting. Over 
three hundred people currently 
are praying with us about these 
concerns. These prayer part-
ners report exciting things as 
a result of their involvement 
with us.

Use the Church Planting 
Prayer Lists in Your Church. 
Beginning in April, a monthly 
prayer list, similar to the email 
material mentioned above, will 
be sent to the pastors of BCM/D 
churches. These can be used 
as bulletin inserts, as prayer 
lists for Sunday School classes 

or small groups, placed on an 
information table in the lobby 
or can be added to the other 
requests lifted up to the Father 
at prayer meeting events. The 
ways to use them are as varied 
as your imagination.  

Spend Time in Seasons 
of Prayer/Fasting. Some 
individuals or churches may 
determine that the best way to 
participate in prayer for church 
planting is to spend extensive, 
concentrated hours in prayer 
and/or fasting. This is often 
done in our Korean church 
plants, for example, which pray 
through the night on Fridays in 
communication with our Lord. 
Other planters and their lead-
ers “retreat” to a location of sol-
itude to lift up their concerns to 
God. Whether you participate 
with others or by yourself, this 
is a means of signifi cant impact 
in Kingdom work.

If any of these are ways 
that you would like to get in-
volved in the church planting 
efforts within our convention, 
simply let us know. It is an 
investment of eternal impact 
and value. What can be more 
important than that?

For more information or to 
participate in prayer for church 

planting, contact David Jackson, 
church planting consultant, at 

(800) 466-5290, ext. 225 or by 
email at djackson@bcmd.org. 

“It’s all about the Kingdom,” parent church pastor says
By Shannon Baker

BaptistLIFE Correspondent

SEVERN, Md. — Despite 
the burden of developing a $2 
million building program and 
other growth issues, Severn 
Church has learned powerful 
lessons in faith as it has sup-
ported new church plants.

Once a mission church of 
Glen Burnie Church, Severn 
Church began with 156 charter 
members in 1952. Since that 
time, Severn has been involved 
in sponsoring several missions, 
including Jessup Church, Elva-
ton Church, Emmanuel Chapel 
in Gambrills and Crossroads in 
Odenton. 

Currently, Severn is spon-
soring Journey Fellowship, a 
church plant in Crofton headed 
by Charleston, S.C. native Roy 
Jacques.

“This is the fi rst church 
that we are truly parenting, in 
the same sense that a parent is 
in a present and ongoing, nur-
turing role,” explains Severn’s 
senior pastor, Drew Shofner. 

When Jacques approached 
Shofner, Severn was experienc-
ing growth pains of its own, 
and Shofner wasn’t sure if it 
was time to sponsor another 
church. His own church was 
faced with a $2 million land 
purchase and staffi ng issues.

“It was a horrible time in 
the life of our church,” Shofner 
remembers. 

Nonetheless, after hear-
ing Jacques’ vision – and more 
importantly, his “we’re going 
to start this church with or 
without your help” winning at-
titude – Shofner was willing to 
step out in faith.

Since that time, Jacques 
served as an intern at Severn 

for nearly a year, preaching 
and casting vision on several 
occasions about the new Crof-
ton church.

“Drew never put any 
strings on anything or any-
body,” Jacques remembers. 
Instead, the senior pastor gave 
Jacques free reign to gather 
those he felt God was leading 
to develop the church plant.

Ultimately, 12 people 
became the core group for 
Journey Fellowship. Now only 
seven months since its offi cial 
launch last September, Journey 
Fellowship ministers to 120-125 
people each Sunday morning 
at the Crofton Meadows El-
ementary School.

“There is no better parent 
church than Severn Church,” 
Jacques claims. He credits 
Severn with providing not only 
the core group and fi nancial 
assistance, but use of volun-
teers during outreach events 
and use of the church building 
for praise band practice and 
other special occasions. 

Jacques’ offi ce is also locat-
ed on the facility, right across 
from Drew’s offi ce, so he main-
tains frequent contact with his 
sponsoring pastor.

“I can’t sing praises 
enough for Drew—for Severn 
Church. Drew never minded 
us taking people, giving fi -
nances, or whatever it took… 
just so that the Kingdom will 
be built,” Jacques adds. 

“It is a mutually benefi cial 
relationship,” Shofner says, 
sharing that Jacques’ leader-
ship presence keeps Severn’s 
focus on the Great Commis-
sion. 

“The biggest payback has 
been our church’s growing 
faith and trust in God’s ability 

to provide,” he adds, pointing 
to Severn’s intentional decision 
to operate from an “abundance 
mentality” rather than a “scar-
city mentality.”

“We can’t out-give God,” 
he says, “We believe that if we 
give, God gives back.”

Having outgrown its 
own facilities, Severn Church 
currently meets at Old Mill 
High School in Millersville. 
The church, in which 450-500 
people attend worship each 
weekend, recently acquired 41 
acres of property on Highway 
170 and Interstate 32 at Severn 
Run Farm.

Until the construction of 
the new building is complete, 
Severn and Journey Fellow-
ship are sharing their old loca-
tion with a Korean Methodist 
Church who has bought the 
property.

Still, it hasn’t always been 
easy. Shofner has learned fi rst-
hand that not all efforts result 
in successful churches.

Supporting plants requires 
risk and sometimes there is 
a cost, he says. Severn is still 
paying off a lawsuit resulting 
from a church planter’s mis-
management of fi nances for a 
new effort.

And despite Severn’s sup-
port, another church plant in 
Crofton “never gained trac-
tion.” 

“Thankfully, we were able 
to see early warning signs that 
this effort wouldn’t work,” 
recalls Shofner. “We know 
that you can’t do Christianity 
without risk. It’s ludicrous to 
think that everything will be 
risk-free.” 

He acknowledges that it all 
comes down to one thing. “Do 
we trust God or do we not? If 

we do, do we acknowledge that 
God has no limits?”

He further points out that 
he is willing to do whatever it 
takes to build God’s Kingdom.

David Jackson, BCM/D’s 
church planting consultant, 
agrees. “Churches with a vi-
sion for an ever-expanding im-
pact on this world will include 
the planting of new churches 
as a part of their legacy to sub-
sequent generations.”

He sees the way Severn 
intentionally parents Jour-
ney Fellowship as a healthy 
example for developing new 
churches. “As in other contexts, 
parents are always a crucial de-
termining factor in the health 
and development of a child,” 
he explains.

Would Jacques ever consid-
er sponsoring a church plant? 
“It’s a no-brainer,” he affi rms. 
“We’re going to do it.” 

Since the beginning, Jour-
ney Fellowship has allocated 
two percent of its receipts to a 
church-planting fund. “We are 
putting money away from the 
get-go. We want to make sure 
that church-planting is in the 
DNA of Journey Fellowship.”

Currently, 18 churches 
in the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware are sup-
porting 20 new church plants, 
says Jackson.

“The long term success of a 
church planting movement, hu-
manly speaking, is measured 
by the degree to which existing 
churches become signifi cantly 
involved,” he says.

“Because we want new 
churches to thrive and succeed, 
we are committed to helping 
parent churches become as able 
and prepared as they can be for 
this Kingdom opportunity.” 

“The biggest 

payback has been our 

church’s growing faith 

and trust in God’s 

ability to provide,” 

he adds, pointing to 

Severn’s intentional 

decision to operate 

from an “abundance 

mentality” rather than 

a “scarcity mentality.”

— Roy Jacques
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Shin leads a mission of reconciliation through God
continued from page one

Watanabe rose to address 
the overflow crowd while Shin 
interpreted. 

 “I am not worthy enough 
to stand before the Korean 
people,” Watanabe said. “I ask 
your understanding and for-
giveness in Jesus because I am 
a Japanese pastor, the grand-
son of an Imperial Colonial Of-
ficial and the son of a teacher 
of the Jinmyung Girls High 
School.”

“As a Japanese citizen, I 
wish to ask forgiveness for 
what the Japanese Imperial 
government and people did 
to you during their control,” 
Watanabe said. “Please ac-
cept my apology and give me 
an opportunity to share Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who gave His 
Son for reconciliation between 
Himself and us, and gave us 
the gospel to bring others to 
reconciliation.”

Shin reported that as Wata-
nabe gave an invitation for sal-

vation and rededication, nearly 
every person stood. He said the 
Korean congregation expressed 
surprise, never thinking a Japa-
nese pastor could give such a 
powerful gospel message. 

Shin’s final mission stop 
was Bangkok, Thailand. He 
preached from Ephesians 2:
8 on salvation by grace to the 
Korean congregation of a main-
line Protestant church. 

“They did not understand 
the gift of God to mankind, 
though they belonged to 
church for many years,” Shin 
said. “They still thought that 
they must do something to 
attain salvation. Although I 
had only prepared for one 
message both the pastor and 
people were so touched, they 
requested that I return in the 
afternoon to teach more about 
salvation.” He recalled Hyo 
Jung Kim who through her 
tears said, “Today I know that I 
am saved.” 

Shin said he hopes these 
efforts will bring about a peace 
movement among churches. 
He shares the message that 
people must reconcile first 
with God and then with one 
another to offer the healing 
that only God can provide.

“Evangelism is not just a 

proclamation, but you must 
show and give the love of God 
yourself,” Shin said. “Many 
people who attend church nev-
er hear the true gospel; they are 
not saved. This is why we must 
continue to go into the whole 
world to reach every one for 
Christ.”

Ogletown has baby boom and growing pains
continued from page one

Many churches have simi-
lar programs but Ogletown is 
taking it a step further by 
putting the information into a 
database so that as staffing po-
sitions arise, the church can fill 
them by seeing who is gifted 
in that particular area. There is 
also the potential to see who is 
gifted in an area but not serv-
ing. Associate pastor, Brian Co-
day, overseas the Network pro-
gram, a key component of an 
overall assimilation ministry. 
Coday also serves as minister 
to students.

 “Serving outside of your 
giftedness makes you and 
everybody else miserable,” 
Landry said. 

Network is one of several 
ways the church is striving to 
assimilate everyone and keep 
people from “falling between 
the cracks.” 

Landry said small groups, 
Bible study and deacon min-
istry are also flourishing and  
ministering to everyone. 

Six hundred families at-
tend Ogletown, mostly young 
– thus the influx of babies and 
pre-schoolers. Connie Zinn 
is the  minister of preschool 
and children. She directs a 
Weekday Early Education pre-
school ministry for the com-
munity and oversees two Va-
cation Bible Schools each year, 
special summer activities, 
RA’s, GA’s, children’s church 
and children’s choir. Landry 
said that visitors are especially 
pleased when they leave their 
children in the nursery and 
get a beeper. They know they 
can be contacted easily if nec-
essary. 

Ogletown also has strong 
youth and seniors groups and 
men and women’s ministries. 
They’re also active in partner-
ship missions. The church sent 
teams to Puebla and Tlaxcala 
in Mexico and have upcom-
ing trips planned to Scotland.  
They have also partnered with 
The 411, a church plant in  the 

Theater District in New York 
City, a ministry of New Hope 
New York through the North 
American Mission Board.

Two of Ogletown Church’s 
members, Mark and Tammy 
Lashey are part of a promi-
nent performing group named 
“Calling Levi.” The group is 
comprised of the Lasheys, 
Tammy’s sister Stephanie 
Leight and her husband Rob. 
They’ve ministered in 15 coun-
tries and across the United 
States. Last summer they min-
istered with such well known 
groups as Jars of Clay and Ni-
cole C. Mullen.

“They’re phenomenal,” 
Drew Landry said. “They’ve 
been a huge blessing to our 
congregation.” 

The Lasheys have been 
members of Ogletown for 
about two and a half years. 
They’re traveling most week-
ends now, Landry said, but get 
to come home to Ogletown on 
Wednesday nights.

As Ogletown membership 
grows, the church experiences 
growing pains. The attendance 
in worship on Sunday morn-
ing has gone from 450 to 825. 
There’s not enough room for 
parking. Some people have to 
park at a local bank and the 
church rents a shuttle bus to 
bring them to worship. They’re 
also getting crowded in the 
two services and may eventu-
ally have to go to three. Landry 
said there will definitely be a 
third service for Easter.

Landry pulled out plans 
he’s working on for a multi-
purpose center the church 
hopes to build. They’re cur-
rently trying to negotiate the 
details with the county. 

Landry is from Baton 
Rouge, La. He and his wife 
Judy have two daughters, 14-
year-old Laura and 11-year-old 
Meredith. He likes to play golf 
in his spare time. Landry en-
joys the challenges in his Dela-
ware location.

Jacob Shin, Poong Ja Shin and Nobu Watanabe ministered 

together during the reconciliation service in Seoul, Korea.

BEGIN A RELATIONSHIP 

WITH GOD

GOD’S INITIATIVE:

God sent his son, Jesus, to die 
on the cross, paying the penalty 
for your sins, and promised 
“everyone who believes in Him 
will not perish but have eternal 
life.” John 3:16

OUR RESPONSE:

ADMIT…that you need to be 
rightly related to God. Under-
stand that you are sinner. Pride 
keeps us from doing some of 
the most important things in 
life.  Without God’s interven-
tion, your sin will ultimately 
lead to death and eternal 
separation from God. “No one 
is good –- not even one. No one 
has real understanding; no one 
is seeking God.”  Romans 3:10
“For all have sinned; all fall 
short of God’s glorious stan-
dard.” Romans 3:23

REPENT…from your sin and 
turn to God accepting by faith 
His gift of salvation. “Now 
turn from your sins and turn to 
God, so you can be cleansed of 
your sins.”  Acts 3:19 “For the 
wages of sin is death, but the 
free gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Romans 6:23 

BELIEVE…that God’s son, Je-
sus Christ, makes it possible for 
you to have a relationship with 
God. “For God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to 
himself…” 2 Corinthians 5:19
“This is real love. It is not that 
we loved God, but that He 
loved us and sent His son as a 
sacrifi ce to take away our sins.”  
1 John 4:10

CONFESS…your sin to God.  
If you want to make this choice 
now, you can express that de-
sire to God in a prayer similar 
to this one:“Dear God, I know 
I am a sinner. I believe Jesus 
shed his blood, died and rose 
again to take the punishment 
for my sin. I accept your offer 
of forgiveness and eternal life.  
I thank you for what you have 
done for me, and I give you my 
life from this day forward.”

EXPRESS…your faith publicly. 
Share it with a Christian friend 
or a pastor.  You will want to 
become involved in a local 
church where you can grow in 
your knowledge of Christ.  If 
you choose a Baptist church, 
you will be encouraged to be 
baptized as a public 
expression of your faith.
“If you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you 
will be saved.  Anyone who 
believes in Him will not be dis-
appointed.” Romans 10:9; 11

DEDICATE…yourself as a 
fully devoted follower of Jesus 
Christ.  Receiving God’s gift of 
forgiveness through Christ will 
set your life in an opposite di-
rection of the one you’ve been 
going. Now you are following 
God. “Jesus said to all of them, 
‘If people want to follow me, 
they must give up the things 
they want. They must be will-
ing to give up their lives daily 
to follow me.’” Luke 9:23 

Scripture from the 
New Living Translation
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Prince George’s Assoc

Forestville Church, Dis-
trict Heights, hosted a family 
conference last month, hosted 
by Ken and Kathy Jordan. The 
topic was Communication with 
the family.

Sharon Bible Fellowship, 
Seabrook, installed Victor Kirk 
as its pastor on Jan. 25.

Cresthill Church, Bowie, 
has a peanut butter and jelly 
ministry. They meet every 
other Monday in the church 
fellowship hall to make sand-

wiches to distribute to hungry 
people.

Susquehanna Association

North Harford Church, 
Jarrettsville, is extending an 
invitation to its 50th anniversa-
ry celebration on May 23. There 
will be two morning services.  
At the 9:45 a.m. service church 
members will remember the 
blessings of God through fi ve 
decades. At 11 a.m. the church 
will look forward to focus on 
God’s mission for the church. 
Afterwards members will en-

joy lunch then come together 
again for a celebration time 
with testimony and sharing 
memories.

On May 22 the church will 
host the Susquehanna Associ-
ation’s “Singing in the Sanctu-
ary” event, which includes a 
covered dish supper at 6 p.m. 
in the fellowship hall and a 
concert at 7 p.m. that will fea-
ture many from North Harford 
Church.

Oak Grove Church, Bel 
Air, will have a special Good 
Friday service with a musical 
featuring all of the church’s 

vocal and instrumental groups 
followed by communion. The 
church will have an Easter 
service at 6:45 a.m. and regular 
Sunday morning services. 

Western Association

Second Church, Cumber-
land, will have a mission trip 
to Ocean City in June and a 
youth camp and mission trip to 
Mexico in July. 

Memorial Heights 
Church, Cumberland, hosted 
a benefi t concert for autism re-
search last month. 

continued from page three

In conjunction with Black History Month, United Church, New Carrollton, hosted an All Nations Day.  Members and friends from 

United, Unity and First Vietnamese churches joined together for a day of celebration, worship and baptism. Many dressed in clothing 

representing their native countries.

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

BEL AIR, Md. — Oak 
Grove Church member and 
assistant parish nurse direc-
tor, Dee Jones was selected to 
perform at the Florence Night-
ingale Service at the National 
Washington Cathedral on May 
9.  

“I’ve been singing since I 
was seven,” Jones said. “This is 
defi nitely a highlight.” 

Jones teaches nursing at 
Harford Community College. 
Each year she sings the song 
“Go Light Your World” from 
her album, “Light Your World” 
at the pinning ceremony for 
new nurses. The dean of the 
college heard abut the upcom-
ing ceremony at the cathedral 
and emailed Jones, indicating 
that her song would be perfect. 

Through various calls and 
emails, Mike McCarthy, the 
Cathedral choir master, heard 
about Jones and her song and 
thought it was just right.  

As a parish nurse, Jones 
provides educational informa-
tion and health screening for 
church members in conjunction 
with the Upper Chesapeake 
Medical System in Harford 
County. 

As a musician, Jones travels 
sharing her music ministry. 
She recently toured with the 
California VA national medical 
music group. 

 “It’s amazing how God is 
using my nursing profession 
as conduit for music ministry,” 
Jones said.

When she began singing 
“Go Light Your World” during 
the college pinning ceremonies, 
there was controversy because 

the song includes the name of 
Jesus. The college didn’t want 
her to use His name. She re-
fused to sing it any other way 
and the college acquiesced. 

The Cathedral service 
honoring Florence Nightingale 
will begin at 4 p.m. Nightin-
gale founded modern nursing. 
Jones said that every individ-
ual today owes a debt of grati-
tude for Florence Nightingale’s 
great contributions to modern 
health care. 

Guests are requested to be 
seated by 3:30 p.m. before the 
procession begins. Jones will 
sing during a procession that 
will include representatives 
from the fi ve most infl uential 
nursing organizations in the 
United States — the Ameri-
can Nurses Association, the 
American Organization of 
Nurse Executives, the Ameri-

can Association of Colleges of 
Nursing, the National League 
for Nursing and Sigma Theta 
Tau International. 

Jones appeared on the 
Christian Broadcasting Net-
work in the 70’s and formed 
her own acappella singing 
group Dee and Company. 
She appeared with many gos-
pel greats including Andre 
Crouch, Don DeGrate and The 
Anchormen. During the 1994 
Young Messiah Tour, Jones ac-
companied Sandi Patty, Steve 
Green and Babbie Mason. She 
also performed at the Lyric 
Opera House, The Baltimore 
Arena, Mt. Wolf Gospel Arts 
Theater and Ripken Stadium. 
She currently ministers in 
music through Dee Jones Min-
istries Inc. For more informa-
tion, go to www.deejonesmini
stries.com.

Parish nurse lights her world at National Cathedral

Dee Jones is a 

parish nurse and a 

professional singer. 

For more information, 

go to:www.deejones

ministries.com.

Western

Susquehanna

Prince George’s
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Churches find out who’s new in community via LifeWay site
By Shawn Hendricks 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
— Matt Cannon used to think 
big-time ministry strategies 
were only for big-time church-
es. 

The bivocational pastor of 
Cardiff Church in Rockwood, 
Tenn.  — a church that aver-
ages 70 to 80 people in Sunday 
School each week  — changed 
his opinion after logging onto 
LifeWay Prospect Services’ 
website last fall.

LifeWay Prospect Services, 
produced by LifeWay Christian 
Resources of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention, enables church 
leaders with congregations 
of all sizes to transform their 
old-school outreach tactics into 
high-tech strategies.

“At fi rst, I didn’t know 
if [the service] could help us 
because we are so small,” Can-
non said. “I fi gured it would 
be more benefi cial for big 
churches. We found it to be re-
ally user-friendly.”

For about $10 and a two-
day wait, Cannon received an 
e-mail with 60 names and ad-
dresses of new folks who had 
moved into the neighborhood. 

The church then mailed bro-
chures and other information 
to the new neighbors. He said 
the church continues to follow 
up on prospects and plans to 
gather more names in the com-
ing months.

When the service fi rst 
started 10 years ago, custom-
ers were limited to placing 
orders by phone during busi-
ness hours only. Today, the 
service is web-driven and 
always available, making it 
easy for volunteers and church 
staff alike to use at their con-
venience. Church leaders now 
can create custom-made lists 
of prospects for a variety of 
church gatherings.

One search option, for 
example, allows churches to 
locate information on singles, 
families and recent movers 
within a given radius. Informa-
tion on new homeowners and 
new parents can be obtained 
by using the traditional zip 
code search.

Jacqueline Swartz, market-
ing supervisor for LifeWay
Christian Stores, said effective
community outreach should
a natural p
Many

results they want, she said, 
because they set their goals too 
low, limiting their list to small 
sizes and general categories 
like recent movers.

“Let’s say a church orders 
30 names and mails a letter to 
those people inviting them to 
worship,” Swartz said. “The 
standard response rate in 
direct mail is only 2 percent, 
which measured on a mailing 
of 30 people only yields .6 of a 
person — not exactly what the 
church was hoping for.” 

Increasing the number of 
names in a list will help, she 
said. Another tip is to look be-
yond general types of lists and 
get more specifi c.

“The great thing about this 
system is it equips churches 
with the ability to reach out to 
anyone for any purpose — a 
new children’s program, a la-
dies’ Bible study, even Wednes-
day night dinner,” Swartz said. 

A monthly subscription is 
available and helps churches 
stay current on changes in 
their commu-
nity. With

hopes churches will take ad-
vantage of opportunities avail-
able on the site.

“This service is so impor-
tant,” she said. “The church 
should be an example of love 
and acceptance and reach out 
to our community with con-
stant effort.” 

LifeWay Prospect Services 
is on the web at http://lifeway
.conclusivestrategies.com. Any 
church with a current LifeWay 
account number can imme-
diately log on to the site to 
browse, run counts or place 
orders. Church staff members 
who wish to set up an account 
number may do so by contact-
ing a LifeWay Prospect Ser-
vices account representative at
(800) 464-2799 or by sending an
e-mail to LifeWayProspectSer
ices@lifeway

VBS decoration 

shares the fun
By Sharon Mager

Staff Writer

BALTIMORE, Md. — As 
summer draws near, thoughts 
turn to long sunny days, 
splashing in the pool, fi refl ies 
in the grass and cool summer 
breezes. In Southern Baptist 
churches thoughts turn to 
Vacation Bible School. Those 
fantastic, frenzied and memo-
rable days of summer are often 
the most infl uential mission 
the church does all year. VBS 
veterans chat about stars and 
planets, westerns, mountain 
climbing, fi sh and jolly old 
England sometimes breaking 
out in song. Now some of those 
veterans are putting their ex-
perience to work and pulling 
their resources to make this 
year’s Japanese VBS theme, 
Rickshaw Rally, even more of a 
success. 

Patty O’Shea, Hazelwood 
Church’s VBS director, leads 
a decorations co-op of four 
churches – Hazelwood; First 
Church, Brooklyn; Tabernacle 
and Northside. This is the 
second year they’ve worked 
together and they’ve got some 
big plans. 

First Church, Brooklyn, is 
building a 12-foot Mount Fuji 
that will fold and mount onto 

“A” fram
ladder, 
a huge 
fan, a 
13-foot 
two-sid-
ed stand 
alone pagod
and shoji
screens to b
used as divi

Tabernac
working Japa
feet long and
Children will
bridge to their
their worship 
is also building
rickshaws each
inches wide and
VBS participant
to pull the ricksh
aisles. 

Hazelwood i
the logo on lightw
They’re also paint
decorations Taber
ing. 

Northside will
personnel and with
needs. 

O’Shea said the
learned from their e
last year. The fi rst thing they
did at the co-op meeting is plan
transportation. It was hard last 
year coordinating who was 

That offering idea really
took off. O’Shea said parents
head to the bank and get $50 
in pennies for the competition. 
Now the church has a money 
table outside before VBS starts. 
Everyone comes early to cash in 
their dollars for pennies. 

 “It gets the kids there on 
time and they love it,” O’Shea 
said. 

 “I think there’s a penny 
shortage every July and no one 
can fi gure out why. I can tell 
you why! It’s Hazelwood’s con-
test,” O’Shea joked. 

She said its funny how the 
contest always goes back and 
forth with boys winning one 
day and girls another. She said 
it has to be a God thing. 

one way to get them in every
year and people are excited to 
see what we’re going to do.”

O’Shea also mails out 108 
letters each year to past VBS 
families, getting them excited 
about the coming year and 
enclosing pre-registration in-
formation, including a website. 
Kids who are pre-registered 
get a small prize (a piece of 
candy) the fi rst night. 

Does your church 
participate in a co-op or 

have an unusual kick-off? 
What are some of your 

unique ideas for making this 
year’s VBS a smash? Send 
them to Sharon Mager at 
srmwriter@hotmail.com 
and we’ll include them in 

AssociationLIFE next month.



BL • April 2004 • 8

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

CLINTON, Md. — Ber-
ean Church, is ministering to 
families in a new way with 
“Hope for Home.” It started 
with some basic workshops for 
children, teens and adults and 
is now an ongoing enrichment 
opportunity and a chance to 
talk – really talk freely about 
any issue.  

 “It’s making home a place 
of peace and a place to grow,” 
Dorethia Jarvis, Berean’s fam-
ily minister said. 

Jarvis and her husband 
conducted marriage seminars 
in the past. Dorethia has al-

ways had a policy of dealing 
with issues head on, arrang-
ing workshops, meetings, 
encounter groups, or whatever 
is necessary to respond to a 
need, problem or trend in the 
church. When she heard about 
“Hope for Home,” she knew it 
was the network she needed to 
take Berean’s family ministry 
to the next level.  

 “There’s power in agree-
ment,” Jarvis said. 

Jarvis said that while the 
church worked to minister to 
families, Hope For Home pro-
vided good tools.

 “Now we can plan a strat-
egy and chart the growth. It’s 
more focused,” she said. 

After meeting with “HFH” 
director Ken Jordan, Jarvis 
began promoting the program. 
The fi rst step was a kick-off. 
Church members hosted a 
carnival type event for the 
community and offered hot 
dogs, sodas, games and face 
painting. They also gave away 
books, “Jesus” videos and 
tracts, along with information 
about “Hope for Home” and 
they registered participants 
for the fi rst “Hope for Home” 
conference. 

The conference, Jarvis said, 
was successful, offering break 
out sessions for children, youth 
and adults. “Hope for Home” 
volunteers staffed the event. 
The children played games 
and did activities to learn what 
the Bible says about anger and 
how to deal with it. The teens’ 
group had more technology 
and dealt with loyalty and 
friendship. Young adults dis-
cussed ways to gain respect 
as new adults and about the 
issues of raising children out 
of wedlock. Adults discovered 
ways to command respect from 
older children while learning 
to let go. 

An important part of the 
process was the completion 
of a questionnaire after the 
conference. It’s on that paper 
that participants anonymously 
shared their concerns and 
ideas for future topics. 

By looking at the question-
naires, Jarvis, with Jordan’s 

help, can chart and plan future 
workshops and events. 

Jarvis also uses the ques-
tionnaire approach on an 
ongoing basis now to keep 
up with needs.  The idea is to 
schedule “Hope for Home” 
events frequently, as often as 
every two months, but Jarvis 
said if there is a more immedi-
ate need a meeting of some 
sort is called immediately. 

The program is helping 
members be more open, Jarvis 
said. People who would once 
ask about a topic anonymously 
are now openly asking, though 
not always pin pointing the 
real topic underneath. 

Someone may want a topic 
about stewardship and fi nan-
cial planning or debt, Jarvis 
said. What they really want 
though is a platform to talk 
about the issue that one spouse 
feels offended and believes 
that the other doesn’t value the 
other spouse enough to curb 
their spending. Those issues 
come out during the encounter 
group.

Upcoming programs in-
clude a miracle at sea, which is 
a retreat for married couples, 
and a no holds barred adults 
only discussion group.

Ken Jordan, Hope for 
Home director, said “HFH” 
isn’t the same for every church.  
Each is individual.  The “HFH” 
team meets with church lead-
ers, determines the needs and 
customizes the program. 

There is “Hope For Home” at Berean Church

Jesus in the movies is not a new phenomenon
By Phil Boatwright 

THOUSAND OAKS, 
Calif. (BP) — How does an ac-
tor portray a personage that is 
both man and God? Here are 
several movies that have tried. 
While Jesus is not the central 
fi gure in some of these fi lms, 
the power of who He is is evi-
dent: 

The Passion of The 
Christ. Director Mel Gibson’s 
objective here is to detail the 
fi nal 12 hours of Jesus’ physical 
existence, when mankind was 
allowed to destroy His mortal 
life in order that we might have 
an eternal one. Justly rated 
R for its graphic depiction of 
man’s inhumanity to man, this 
cinematic masterpiece is meant 
to shock, unnerve and clarify 
the ordeal of Christ’s sacrifi ce. 

Jesus of Nazareth. This 
Franco Zeffi relli two-part, six-
hour TV production is consid-
ered by many as the best fi lm 
about the Christ. Acclaimed for 
its thorough biblical and histor-
ical research, it’s a very moving 
and spiritual experience with 
many memorable performanc-
es. Robert Powell heads the 
all-star cast. My favorite scene 
features Ernest Borgnine as a 
Roman soldier who asks Jesus 
to heal his servant. It is a semi-
nal moment, one that reveals 
the need for and the power of 
faith. 

The Gospel According to 
Matthew. This Italian/French 
fi lm, made by Pier Paolo Pas-
colini, though unconventional 
with the use of an amateur cast, 
takes its viewpoint solely from 
the writings of the Gospel of 
Matthew. Elegant fi lmmaking 

that is also spiritually thought-
provoking. 

King of Kings. Orson 
Welles’ narration lends author-
ity to this 1961 production, as 
does the great Miklos Rozsa 
score. Although we must en-
dure Jeffrey Hunter looking a 
little too GQ, with his striking 
blue eyes and chiseled good 
looks, it is an earnest account, 
one that depicts Jesus’ life from 
manger to resurrection. Beauti-
fully fi lmed and containing the 
Sermon on the Mount, this epic 
was fi lmed in widescreen. 

The Greatest Story Ever 
Told. Ridiculed by critics when 
fi rst released, I recently viewed 
it and appreciated the scope 
of the production. The ever-
present cameos by major stars 
of the day detracted from the 
sincere approach of director 
George Stevens, but it contains 
several moving moments and 
spectacular cinematography. 

The Robe. Richard Burton 
portrays a Roman centurion 
haunted by his participation 
in the execution of Christ. 
One signifi cant scene has the 
Roman giving a donkey to a 
Hebrew boy. It is probably the 
fi nest gift, if not the only one 
the child has ever received; 
yet, the next day he bestows it 
to another peasant boy. This 
visual signifi es, “It is better to 
give than to receive;” it startles 
the soldier into an awareness 
that there is something to this 
new religion. We see Jesus 
through the use of long shots 
and camera angles that focus 
the attention not on an actor 
portraying Christ, but on the 
people who came into His pres-
ence. This method also was 

effectively used in “Ben Hur,” 
and gives both productions a 
great dignity. 

Ben Hur. Starring Charlton 
Heston and directed by Wil-
liam Wyler, it won 11 Oscars. 
It is the story of a nobleman 
forced into slavery and the ef-
fect Christ had on his life. It has 
a powerful ending, the exciting 
chariot race is among the great 
action scenes ever fi lmed, and 
catch the fi gurative language 
of the converted Ben Hur as he 
states, “And I felt His voice take 
the sword out of my hand.” 

Jesus. Campus Crusade 
presents an effective two-hour 
documentary on the life of 
Christ. Called the most histori-
cally accurate fi lm ever made 
on the life of Christ, it has been 
seen by hundreds of millions 
around the world and through 
it millions have come to Christ. 

The Gospel of John. This 

word-for-word account from 
the fourth Gospel is three 
hours long. Extremely well 
done, with narration by veteran 
actor Christopher Plummer. 

Cotton Patch Gospel. In 
1988, a musical comedy/drama 
placed the Gospel of Matthew 
in modern-day Georgia. Funny, 
moving, inspirational, this was 
a very satisfying treatment 
of the New Testament, effec-
tive for both teens and adults. 
Available on video from the 
Bridgestone Production Group. 

The Miracle Maker. 
This full-length feature fi lm, 
fi rst aired on ABC in 2000, 
uses claymation and graphi-
cally striking two-dimensional 
animation to present the life 
of Jesus through the eyes of a 
sick little girl who encounters 
Christ through different stages 
of His ministry. Perfect for 
families with little children.

Jarvis has always 

had a policy of 

dealing with issues 

head on, arranging 

workshops, meetings, 

encounter groups, or 

whatever is necessary 

to respond to a need, 

problem or trend in 

the church. When she 

heard about “Hope 

for Home,” she knew 

it was the network 

she needed to take 

Berean’s family 

ministry to the next 

level. 

— Dorethia Jarvis 

                      
                      Max Lyall and 

       Julius Fischer

May 2, 2004
4:00 pm

Woodbrook Baptist Church

For info, call (410) 377-2350
Fundraiser for Music School of Highlandtown
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By Shannon Baker
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. — The 
spiritual journeys of Maryland/
Delaware Baptists lead them 
down many roads. For some, 
thanks to local church leaders, 
those roads lead home. 

Brian and Carol Zimmerman
When he was only 16, Brian 

Zimmerman met Jesus at the 
famed Mallory Center in the In-
ner Harbor’s Federal Hill, where 
he is now serving as the senior 
pastor of Streetlite Christian 
Fellowship.

It was there that he also met 
his wife Carol, daughter of the 
Mallory Center missionaries, 
Jim and Mary Brinkley. At the 
time, the Brinkleys were serv-
ing as Home Mission Board 
missionaries, serving in the 
youth-focused ministry.

“I was saved as a direct 
infl uence of the ministry,” said 
Zimmerman, adding that he 
soon felt called to the ministry 
himself. But he never dreamed 
he would be coming home.

After graduating from 
Southwestern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary and doing youth 
work at two Texan churches, the 
Zimmermans followed God’s 
footsteps back to the familiar 
rowhome-lined streets of Fed-
eral Hill.

There, meeting in the same 
Mallory Center building where 
he became a Christian, the 
Zimmerman’s ministry to hun-
dreds of youth has resulted in 
the incorporation of Streetlite 
Christian Fellowship, a church 
which will soon start a second 
service in order to accommo-
date its growth.

Stan and Diana Beall
Like Zimmerman, Mary-

land native Stan Beall is now 
ministering within miles of 
where he grew up.

Now serving as senior 
pastor of First Church, Laurel, 
Beall grew up in Parkland, a 
little town wedged between 
the DC’s metro-area District 
Heights and Suitland, where 
he went to high school and met 
his wife, Diana. 

At 17, Beall felt the call to 
ministry while attending the 
then-called Parkway Church, 
where Beall credits the small 
church’s pastor as his role mod-
el in the ministry.

After graduating from Uni-
versity of Maryland at College 
Park, Beall earned master of 
divinity and doctor of ministry 
degrees from Southwestern 
Seminary and later served in 
two Maryland churches, First 
Church, Princess Anne, and 
Hughesville Church.

Sixteen years later, Beall 
became director of missions for 
Maryland’s Eastern Associa-
tion. He later accepted a call to 
his current position, where he 
has been since early 2000.

Despite the changing 
landscape in Maryland, Beall 
calls ministering in his own 
homeland a plus. “The people 
in our churches need to know 
that you know what each com-
munity’s experience has been,” 
he said.

Bruce and Yancy Glisson
Also growing up around 

Washington, D.C., specifi cally 
the Temple Hills area, Bruce 
Glisson graduated from Tow-
son State University, where 
he was involved in campus 

ministries. He later served 
as a Journeyman missionary 
to Argentina before going to 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary to earn a master of 
divinity degree. 

He then served as minis-
ter of youth and outreach at 
Calvary Church, Bel Air, Md., 
before moving out of state for a 
short time. He has since moved 
to Westernport, Md., where he 
now serves as senior pastor of 
First Church.

Expressing his fondness 
for his fi rst church, Emmanuel 
Church, which has since closed 
its doors, Glisson explained, 
“My youth pastor, Jerry Cau-
ley, is the main reason I am 
here now. Without him and his 
ministry, we wouldn’t be here 
now.”

He added, “We love being 
back home. This is where God 
wants us.”

Connie Zinn
Maryland native, Connie 

Zinn, was also a Journey-
man missionary. Now serv-
ing as minister of children 
and preschool and director of 
the Weekday Early Education 
program at Ogletown Church, 
Newark, Del., Zinn grew up in 
Calvert County, Md., and was 
baptized at Emmanuel Church 
in the Potomac Association. 

She graduated from the 
University of Maryland, Balti-
more County, and worked as 
an elementary school teacher 
in the Baltimore City public 
school system, all while serv-
ing at Canton Church and Min-
istry Center.

Zinn then lived in Nigeria, 
West Africa, where she spent 
fi ve years as a missionary, 

teaching students from over 37 
different nationalities. Then af-
ter completing a master of arts 
degree in Christian education 
from Southwestern Seminary, 
Zinn moved back to the two-
state region to her current posi-
tion. 

“I fi nally feel like I have 
made it home after being a no-
mad for eight years,” she said. 
“Every morning, I am excited 
about going to work. I love 
what I do.”

Zinn is careful to encour-
age the students to whom she 
now ministers, “I always tell 
them, ‘You can grow up in GA’s 
and Acteens and campus min-
istries, and you can be a mis-
sionary, too!’”

Brian and Amy Patrick
Amy Wiest Patrick, formerly a 
Baptist Family and Children’s 
Services counselor who now 
lives in Laurel, Md., attended 
Salisbury University, where 
she was involved in Baptist 
Student Ministries and sensed 
the Lord’s call to a counseling 
ministry. 

Now serving as a part-time 
counselor at Safe Harbor in Bel 
Air, Md., the Havre de Grace, 
Md., native followed that call-
ing to Southwestern Seminary, 
where she earned master of 
art(s) degrees in marriage and 
family counseling and Chris-
tian education.

It was also at seminary, 
where she met her husband 
Brian, who now serves on staff 
at First Church, Laurel.

“I always thought we’d be 
called to a Southern church,” 
Patrick recalled. “But I am 
thankful that we were able to 
come home instead.”

 Maryland/Delaware celebrates homegrown leaders

Ichthus Mission Church breaks the sound barrier
By Joyce Jackson

BaptistLIFE Correspondent

ROCKVILLE, Md. — Ich-
thus Mission Church breaks the 
sound barrier for Christ every 
week. Language barriers that 
could have kept the Korean 
church from impacting its com-
munity became new ministry 
opportunities for reaching 
Spanish and English speaking 
souls. 

Co-pastors John Seung 
Chan Jun and Haeng Joon Lee 
know that God is not limited by 
language. When their Korean 
church began to reach Span-
ish-speaking neighbors, Ichthus 
Mission responded to the need 
by starting services in Span-
ish and eventually in English 
with the three language con-
gregations now comprising one 
church. 

It began 13 years ago when 
the ten members of Ichthus 
Mission prayed for a way to 
make a difference. A children’s 
ministry specialist from Eng-
land came to train and lead in 
Vacation Bible School. After a 
local newspaper advertisement 
brought 150 children, they were 
overjoyed. It was a blessing 
and a challenge to teach these 
English and Korean speaking 
children. 

Responding to the chal-
lenge, Ichthus has grown into 
three language congregations 
with ministries that reach far 
beyond the church walls. In 

order to equip its members to 
reach beyond barriers, a Span-
ish class is taught year round. 
Still, for some crossing the lan-
guage barrier was not enough. 

Jun explained that many 
homeless on our streets came 
to America to fulfi ll a dream – 
only to wake up in a nightmare. 
The language barrier that pre-
vented them from fi nding jobs 
also created a spiral of alien-
ation often leading to mental 
breakdown. He said to provide 
a path back to wholeness and 
hope, Ichthus began a shelter. 
Kim Kyung Hwan, the shelter’s 
lay leader, helps to care for 22 
men, providing food, clothing, 
job scouting, Bible study and 
a ride to church every Sunday. 
Experiencing a caring Christian 
setting has provided a path to a 
better life for many men. 

Reaching far beyond the 
streets of Rockville, Ichthus 
church travels twice a year to 
the Mayan people in the Yu-
catan region of Mexico. Days 
are fi lled with one to one minis-
tries. Some provide medical ser-
vices, others wash and cut hair, 
lead VBS for children or walk 
the streets to tell those that they 
meet about Jesus and to invite 
them to an evening event. At 
times entire villages come for-
ward to accept Jesus. During 
the most recent January trip, 
24 church members ministered 
along side Jun in fi ve villages. 
One of these villages saw 140 
decisions for Christ!

These decisions are the 
tender beginnings of new min-
istries. Churches are established 
by connecting local Mayan lead-
ers with a trained pastor. Often 
a pastor oversees the work for 
two or three villages. To provide 

fi nancial and spiritual sup-
port, Ichthus sponsors a Pastors 
Conference in the Yucatan each 
spring and fall. 

Why does Ichthus continue 
to push past language and so-
cial barriers to reach out to the 
homeless, the forgotten and the 
lost? “Because Jesus said to,” 
Jun said. “Any honor and praise 
for what is done through our 
church belongs to Him.” 

The Rockville church has 
bigger dreams for the Mayan 
people; dreams to establish a 
mission center with hopes that 
a Christian school could be 
opened there. A search is under-
way for the right location. 

When asked how this ministry 
changed lives, Jun responded 
that he has seen the impact most 
clearly within his own congre-
gation. “They go, they serve and 
they are dramatically changed,“ 
he said. “I could preach to these 
same people for a whole year 
and not see a difference. But 
one mission trip and they are 
energized, they are enthusiastic, 
they are changed!”
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Bob Gerstmyer

BFCS Executive Director

For more information 
about BFCS, or to ask 
questions or comment 

on articles on this page, 
please call BFCS 
Public Relations 

Associate, Tim Durkin 
(410) 872-1050 ext. 143 

Baptist Family and 

Children’s Services  
7175 Columbia 

Gateway Dr., Suite F 
Columbia, MD 21046

Phone: 
(410) 872-1050    
(800) 621-8834 

Fax: 
(410) 872-1047 

E-mail: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org
Online: 

www.baptistfamily.org

Would you like to be on 
our e-mail list? 

Send a message to: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org

VBS 

Available Soon!

Beginning in April, 
Baptist Family will 
offer our annual 
missions supplement 
to the LifeWay VBS 
Curriculum. Our 
theme this year is 
“Racing to be a Good 
Samaritan,” and the 
curriculum covers a 
5-day VBS. It contains 
stories, lessons and 
activities for younger 
and older kids alike.  
For more information, 
or to reserve your free 
copy, please call Kim 
Pekar at (800) 621-
8834, extension 141.

 

New for 

2004!

Mother’s Day Offering 

helps meet needs across 

the convention

By Bob Gerstmyer

You will find, here and 
elsewhere in this paper, 
an exhortation for all 

BCM/D churches to take part 
in the Mother’s Day Offering 
for Baptist Family & Children’s 
Services. Proceeds from this 
special offering support all the 
programs that Baptist Family 
operates to help kids and 
families in crisis across this 
convention.

We have written, in recent 
months, describing the new 
Good Samaritan Network and 
the activities of churches that 
are joining it. In the article 
below, we announce that we 
have made our crisis response 
services available to all pastors 
in the state, 24 hours a day. 
Baptist Family has put its staff 
of trained professional family 
treatment managers on the 
front lines, helping pastors 
and their churches to save our 
families, meet needs and heal 
hurts.

I have fielded questions 
from my brothers and 
sisters about the necessity 
of this offering. Following 
as closely as it does on the 
Annie Armstrong effort, 
some have asked why, after 
many churches have focused 
on Cooperative Program 
fundraising for Annie 
Armstrong, they should take 
an offering for Baptist Family.

The fact is that Baptist 
Family is not significantly 
funded by Cooperative 
Program dollars. This agency 
receives about $10,000 per 
year in Cooperative Program 
donations. This funding is 
important, and does have 
an impact: I do not want 
to minimize it in any way. 
However, this Cooperative 
Program funding accounts for 
0.5% of Baptist Family’s total 
budget.

To offer our services, we 
have to pay for all of the things 
you would expect to pay for 
if you were running any kind 
of business, for-profit or not. 
Rental of space, staff salaries, 
liability insurance, direct cash 
assistance and other material 
assistance to more than 
100 families last year: these 
expenses add up. 

So the Mother’s Day 
Offering is a great way for 
all the BCM/D churches and 
their congregants to, as a 
whole, support Baptist Family. 
The funds raised on Mother’s 
Day will help us to continue 
growing in service to Christ 
and His churches cooperating 
in the BCM/D. Together, 
Baptist Family and the 
churches that take an offering 
on Mother’s Day will make a 
greater difference in the lives of 
kids and families in Maryland, 
Delaware, Pennsylvania and 
West Virginia.

The differences that we 
make are as varied as the 
families we serve:

Just over the past three 
months, in foster care, we have 
had two families adopt the 
children we placed with them, 
forever wrapping the love of a 
healthy family around a child 
in need. 

Our counselors are helping 
families with child behavioral 
issues every weekday and two 
nights a week. 

The Good Samaritan 
Network has placed more 
families in transitional 
housing, keeping them out 
of public shelters and off the 
streets. We have successfully 
reintegrated these families into 

their communities, offering 
supports like material and job 
placement assistance.

Baptist Family cannot 
continue the work that the 
BCM/D created it for–the 
protection and growth of 
families and kids–without the 
continued support of BCM/D 
congregations. 

So now is a great time 
to commit your charitable 
resources to Baptist Family. 
Please encourage your church 
to take an offering on Mother’s 
Day to support Baptist Family’s 
mission. Call Tim Durkin 
at (800) 621-8834, extension 
143 to confirm your church’s 
participation and receive love 
offering envelopes.

By Tim Durkin

In this space last month, 
Bob Gerstmyer described 
the new “crisis response” 

resources that Baptist Family 
has made available to pastors 
and churches in the BCM/D. 
Pastors need only to call Baptist 
Family and we can offer our in-
house resources (counseling, 
social work/case management, 

direct material assistance, 
etc.) immediately in order to 
help families or individuals in 
crisis.

We have now made 
a further commitment of 
resources: we have created a 
crisis response hotline which 
is available to pastors only, but 
is available 24 hours a day.

Baptist Family received a 
deluge of phone calls after last 
month’s article, from pastors 
looking for the support of our 
experience and expertise in 
healing families in crisis.

Baptist Family’s team of 
Family Treatment Managers 
is already on call around 
the clock for crises arising 
in our CHOSEN Treatment 
Foster Care Program, and 
the integration of this “total 

care” concept into the Good 
Samaritan Network is a 
natural extension of Baptist 
Family’s experience and 
expertise.

Baptist Family will soon 
begin contacting pastors in 
order to give them access to 
this valuable new tool. It is 
the hope of this agency that, 
by keeping staff watchful for 
crises every hour of every day, 
we can serve a greater number 
families and kids more 
effectively, as well as support 
our pastors, who so often play 
the role of spiritual or social 
paramedic.

Crisis can occur at any 
time; it waits for no one. In 
the past year we have helped 
families through divorce, 
domestic violence, child 
runaway situations and the 
violent death of a father. 
We helped families through 
evictions and house fires, we 
helped schools whose supply 
rooms were flooded out after 
last summer’s wild weather. In 
addition, we have dealt with 
much less dramatic, but just as 
important crises, like offering 
gifts and food to families who 
would otherwise do without. 

With the expansion 
of Baptist Family’s Good 
Samaritan Network to 24 
hours, BCM/D churches are 
prepared for family crisis 
any time, day or night. In 
Luke’s Gospel, Jesus calls 
his followers to this kind of 
vigilance: 

“Be dressed ready for 
service and keep your lamps 

burning, like men waiting for 
their master to return from 
a wedding banquet, so that 
when he comes and knocks 
they can immediately open 
the door for him. It will be 
good for those servants whose 
master finds them watching 
when he comes. 

“That servant who knows 
his master’s will and does 
not get ready or does not 
do what his master wants 
will be beaten with many 
blows. But the one who does 
not know and does things 
deserving punishment will 
be beaten with few blows. 
From everyone who has been 
given much, much will be 
demanded; and from the one 
who has been entrusted with 
much, much more will be 
asked” (Luke 12:35-36, 47-48).

It cannot be denied that 
much has been given to us in 
America, in our states, in our 
churches. By combining the 
efforts of a church, its pastor 
and Baptist Family’s staff, we 
can answer God’s blessings 
with faith, good will and good 
works. We can legitimize and 
honor His trust in us through 
service.

By standing a 24-hour 
watch to assist families 
in crisis, Baptist Family 
hopes that we contribute 
to an overall effort by our 
churches to follow Christ’s 
commandment and to be 
ready for His return not 
through watchfulness alone, 
but by already serving His 
will when He comes.

“24/7/365”

THE FAMILY CIRCUS® by Bil Keane
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MAIL, E-MAIL, 

OR FAX YOUR AD 

– Deadlines are the 

second Friday of each 

month for the 

following month’s 

issue. Classified 

advertising is 75 cents 

per word ($18.00 

minimum) for BCM/D 

churches and church 

members; 85 cents 

per word ($20.00 

minimum) for non-

profit organizations; 

and 95 cents per word 

($25.00 minimum) 

for commercial 

organizations. Word 

count does not 

include words with 

two letters or less. 

Contact us for display 

ad pricing. 

To Place an Ad

DAY CARE SENIOR STAFF 
— Christian daycare in Ger-
mantown seeking exp. Sr. Staff 
w/90-hr course.  Comp salary 
& benefi ts incl.  Call Cindy, 
301-972-5151.

FULL TIME PASTOR — For-
est Heights Baptist Church 
(FHBC) is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Applicant must be a 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
graduate experienced in lead-
ing an ethnically diverse con-
gregation and demonstrate 
leadership in mentoring future 
leaders of the church com-
munity. Interested applicants 

submit resume to FHBC, 6371 
Oxon Hill Road, Oxon Hill, 
MD 20745 by April 30, 2004.

PASTOR — Welsh Memorial 
Baptist Church in Frostburg, 
Md., is searching for a full time 
pastor. Our church is nestled in 
the heart of the western Mary-
land mountains and we are the 
home of Frostburg State Uni-
versity. To obtain further in-
formation or to send a resume, 
please contact: Alan Adams, 
Search Committee Chairman, 
c/o Welsh Memorial Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 328, Frost-
burg, MD 21532, (301) 689-1740, 
website www.lifewaylink.com/
3106896332.

FULL TIME MINISTER OF 
WORSHIP/YOUTH needed 
with an emphasis on music, 
youth and children for a di-
verse congregation in a pre-
dominately African American 
community. Send resume with 
a video example of your minis-
try to Clinton Baptist Church, 
Pastor W. Dale Grimley, 8701 
Woodyard Road, Clinton, 
MD 20735 or email resume to: 
WDGcbc@aol.com. Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

RETREAT TO THE OCEAN  
- The Baptist Retreat Center 
in Ocean City is available for 

Fall – Spring Retreats.  We 
can accommodate groups as 
large as 65.  For more info, call 
(410) 289-6573 or check hhtp:
\\www.OCBaptist.org

Employment

Miscellaneous

ARBUTUS 
REFRIGERATION

&
FOOD SERVICE EQUIPMENT

3635 Benson Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21227

410-525-3100
Fax: 410-525-3185

Serves:
• Churches  • Schools
• Banquet halls • Fellowship halls

Provides:
• Designing and planning
• Commercial refrigeration sales & service
• Ice machines
• Beverage systems
• Commercial restaurant equipment

Contact: Len Wickham
(443) 677-4191

FAITH Clinic at Linthicum Church

Dates/schedule:    May ll–13, 10AM–9PM Tuesday & Wednesday
        10AM-8:30PM Thursday

Place:         Linthicum Baptist Church 
        Linthicum, Maryland 21090
                       (just off I-695 on Camp Meade Road   
        adjacent to BWI Airport)
 
Cost:             FREE! Meals and materials provided.
 
Register:        Please leave your name, number of participants 
        from your church and your church name.         
        Phone:  (410) 766-0204
                               FAX:    (410) 766-0366
                               Email:  lbccares4u@prodigy.net                        

Greenridge 
Baptist Church     

Summer Kids Club

A Christian day–camping 
adventure for children who have 

completed grades K–5

Dates and Times 
June 21–August 27, 2004

8 am–5 pm
Clarksburg, MD

Before and after camp care 
available at an additional cost

Contact 
Cindy at (301) 972–5151 fi e
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Critical Issues Conference
Sponsored by Mid-Maryland Baptist Association

To equip you with the info needed to 
navigate the complexities of the legal 
matters facing our churches today. 

April 29, 9 am–3 pm
Baptist Center
10255 Old Columbia Road
Columbia, MD 21046

$10 per person (includes lunch)
To register, call (410) 489-0344 ext. 10 
or e-mail lori@wecare.org or by mail 
to MMBA, 1391 Sykesville Road, 
Sykesville, MD 21784.

Deadline April 23



What is FamilyNet?
FamilyNet is the entertainment and information television network dedicated to providing a reliable, safe 
viewing destination for the entire family! Owned and operated by the North American Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, FamilyNet has award-winning programs for the entire family.

Preschoolers and children enjoy shows like Mary Lou’s Flip Flop Shop starring Olympic champion Mary Lou Retton, Nana Puddin’, 
Bloodhounds, Poochini and Davey and Goliath. Teenagers are drawn to programs such as TruthQuest: California, In Your Face, This 
Generation, Straight Talk and Just the Facts. Both you and older adults will like Swan’s Place, Gary McSpadden’s Gospel Jubilee, 
Gaither Homecoming Hour, Country Crossroads, and Family Showcase. At Home Live with Chuck and Jenni and Your Health with Dr. 
Richard and Cindy Becker provide daily enrichment. The Call, Family Enrichment Series and Healthy, Wealthy and Wise with Frank 
Jordan also strengthen today’s family. More than 50 hours of original, values-based programming produced by FamilyNet are included in 
the weekly schedule. A number of other programs are also exclusive to FamilyNet. In short, FamilyNet is values-added entertainment for 
the whole family.

How can I get FamilyNet?
What can individual Southern Baptists and churches do to offer an alternative to objectionable programming 
while spreading the Good News? One simple answer: help bring FamilyNet to America’s homes! 
Here is the P-L-A-N to do it:

PRAY Pray for FamilyNet’s leadership and for the part God would have you play in making FamilyNet available in your community. 
Pray for the volunteer workers who receive viewer calls through the North American Mission Board’s Evangelism Response Center 
(ERC). Each day, people respond to the invitation given on FamilyNet to call the ERC where they can talk with a trained, caring person 
who is active in his or her local Baptist church. FamilyNet is committed to providing wholesome programming which strengthens 
families and impacts the culture for Christ. 

LEARN To become better informed as to what FamilyNet offers the homes of your community, visit the FamilyNet website– In 
addition to the current schedule and helpful information on programming, you can learn more about the network and what it offers 
viewers. Many churches and associations have chosen to link their websites to www.familynet.com, thus supporting the network 
and informing members about this missions and ministry opportunity. (FamilyNet information also appears regularly on the North 
American Mission Board’s website– www.namb.net– as well as that of the Southern Baptist Convention– www.sbc.net).

ACT FamilyNet offers Southern Baptists a tremendous opportunity to act upon our commitments to reach people and strengthen 
families. By expressing to your cable or satellite provider your desire to have this channel available and by enlisting fellow church 
members, family members, and friends to join you in asking for FamilyNet, you are involved in a meaningful outreach effort. Cable and 
satellite providers want to satisfy existing customers and gain new ones. If decision makers become convinced you will turn 
into a new customer, remain a satisfi ed customer, or upgrade your level of service to one where FamilyNet is available, you have their 
attention. Placing a phone call and writing a brief note of request to the system are two concrete examples of ways to express your 
desire for FamilyNet. And, when the effort is successful, you will have the joy of knowing you have helped bring to your community 
wholesome, family-friendly programming on a faith-based network you support. Complete information on how you and your church 
can become involved is available by calling 800-832-6638 or 817-570-1430.

NOTIFY Once a FamilyNet channel is secured for your community, the last step in the P-L-A-N is to notify those with whom 
you come in contact about availability of the network. No more effective promotion strategy exists than your enthusiastic 
recommendation to family and friends. Regular announcements in Sunday School and worship services are also helpful, along with 
printed information in church and associational publications.

Southern Baptists we need you!  Please help us work the P-L-A-N in your community! 
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