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MIDDLETOWN, Md. — 

Doug Dubois came to Mary-
land 17 years ago with his fam-
ily – during the last big rise of 
the cicadas. Now, as the cicadas 
take fl ight once more, Dubois 
is in the midst of another big 
change. On April 1, he became 
the director of BCM/D’s Sky-
croft Conference Center.

As visitors enjoy time on 
“God’s Mountain” in Middle-
town, they’ve probably seen 
Dubois cheerfully chatting, 
carrying boxes, running here 
and there. He’s been there for 
eight years, starting out as the 
facilities manager then moving 
to guest services and then assis-
tant director. 

He’s stepping into the 
shoes of former director Larry 
Nelson, badly injured after 
falling from a ladder. Recently, 
Nelson found that he was un-
able to resume his duties and is 
taking an early disability retire-
ment after faithfully serving for 
24 years. 

“Larry Nelson is Mr. Sky-
croft,” John Faris said. “The 
growth and development of 
Skycroft over the past 20 years 
is due in large part to Larry’s 
vision, commitment and pas-
sion for Skycroft. For Larry, it 
was never a job. It has been a 
life’s calling from God. I see 
that same sense of calling and 
commitment in Doug DuBois.”

As director, Dubois is re-
sponsible for all aspects of Sky-
croft – facilities, food service 

and booking. But he said his 
staff makes his job very easy. 

“We’ve been blessed with 
what I consider to be an awe-
some staff,” DuBois said.

“Our food service manager, 
Andy Anderson, has had tons 
of experience and lives on the 
grounds. Dawn Reynolds, our 
booking secretary, has a masters 
degree in business and runs the 
offi ce really well. My facilities 
manager, David Moore, came 
from Catonsville Community 
College where he was a mainte-
nance supervisor for 30 years.”

Dubois was saved at the age 
of thirteen at a revival meeting 
at Moss Hill Church, Moss Hill, 
Texas, and still talks to his for-
mer pastor there, Eddie Accord. 
Dubois went to college at Ste-
phen F. Austin State University 
in Texas where he studied archi-
tecture. When he came to Mary-
land he completed his degree 
in Bible Studies through Trinity 
Bible College and Seminary.

He’s been married to Denise 
for 15 years and they have a 
12-year-old daughter, Danielle, 
whom they homeschool. Denise 
is the accountant for Skycroft. 

“Skycroft has been man-
aged very well for all its his-
tory,” Dubois said.

“Something I don’t think a 
lot of people know is that Sky-
croft does not receive Coopera-
tive Program dollars. We con-
tribute back to the convention. 
It’s not only a ministry, but a 
source of ministry to other min-
istries in the convention.”

Dubois said the goal for 
Skycroft has been for it to be a 

place where people can come 
and get closer to God – not just 
the guests, but also the staff. 

Dubois and his family 
are members of First Church, 
Frederick, where Doug helps 
with the youth and leads a 
small weekly Bible study in his 
house.

In his spare time Dubois 
likes to scuba dive. When the 
family decided to homeschool, 
they purchased a motorhome 
and they travel to seven states 
each year, planning to fi nish 

with Hawaii when Danielle 
graduates – thus completing all 
50 states. Each trip is a geogra-
phy lesson and Danielle writes 
reports as she goes. 

Looking ahead, DuBois is 
seeking ways to have the facil-
ity utilized more during the 
weekdays. He would also like 
to make people more aware of 
the Baptist history and civil 
war history on and around 
the facility, including a battle 
on Skycroft grounds that took 
place right before Antietam.

Doug Dubois named director of 
Skycroft Conference Center

By Sharon Mager and 
Iris White 

COLUMBIA, Md. — Gen-
eral Mission Board president 
Terry Davis called the May 4 
General Mission Board meet-
ing to order, challenging mem-
bers to take a walk through 
Samaria. Davis spoke of Jesus’ 
encounter with the woman at 
the well. 

“At our door steps are 
many Samaritan women 
– folks who are outcast, over-
whelmed by drugs, alcohol, 
sexual immorality… They are 
seeking peace through cults. 
They’re trying to fi nd their 
god in their gurus and fi nding 
no hope, no peace,” Davis said. 

“I love going through Sa-
maria because I see devastated 
lives being healed. We have 
the answers…”

“All we have to do is open 
our eyes,” Davis said, recalling 
Jesus’ words, “the harvest is 
ready.”

Report from the 
Executive Director

BCM/D executive director 
David Lee somberly reported 
that, “Our world is not a bet-
ter place and not a safer place. 
There are more lost people in 
the world today than when 
we met in December. But the 
convention is in the disciple-
making business and the Great 
Commission gives us our 
marching orders. 

“We have chosen the 
Apostle Paul as our New Testa-
ment model for accomplishing 
our mission and our vision. 
Paul used the same strategic 
initiatives that Maryland/
Delaware Baptists have chosen: 

church planting, congrega-
tional development, leadership 
development and support, 
missions involvement and re-
source development. 

“We’re making progress 
and in some areas that prog-
ress is signifi cant. Our measur-
ing instrument is embodied in 
two phrases that we use often: 
high touch/high impact. 

“As you well know, prog-
ress does not come without 
its challenges. Neither does 
progress come without change. 
Some changes are easy. Some 
changes test our faith and our 
faithfulness. The bottom line 
for every believer is knowing 
and accomplishing the will of 
God.“

Report from the 
Administrative Committee 

Earl Gray presented the 

administrative report and 
board members unanimously 
approved all of the recommen-
dations.

Members voted to hire a 
comptroller to direct the man-
agement of BCM/D resources 
effective Oct. 1; to hire an ur-
ban missions strategist jointly 
funded by the North American 
Missions Board effective Jan. 
1, 2005; and to add a part-time 
partnership missions coordina-
tor effective Oct. 1. 

As a result of these new 
positions, some current staff 
responsibilities changed. John 
Faris’ position will change 
to director of fi nance and 
development/treasurer effec-
tive Oct. 1. Mel Pride’s position 
will become director of stra-
tegic planning and leadership 
development effective June 1.

General Mission Board hears reports on 
progress, changes and challenges

continued on page five
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The long-awaited World 
War II memorial is fi nally 
completed and Ameri-

cans are starting to check it 
out. I read where tens of thou-
sands of WWII veterans are 
planning trips to Washington 
this summer to pay their re-
spects. Most of these veterans 
are in their eighties and nine-
ties. The National World War II 
Memorial is the fi rst to be dedi-
cated to all who served during 
World War II. It will, however, 
honor all military veterans of 
the war, the citizens on the 
home front, the nation at large, 
and the high moral purpose 
and idealism that motivated 
the nation’s call to arms.

This new memorial will 
honor the 16 million who 
served in the armed forces 
during the war, the 400,000 
who died, and the millions 
who supported the effort from 
back home. Its goal is to inspire 
future generations of Ameri-

cans to fully appreciate what 
the “Greatest Generation” as 
Tom Brokow defi ned them, ac-
complished in the securing of 
freedom and democracy for us 
all.

Although I was born in the 
early 1950’s after the war was 
over, I grew up with a great 
sense of how united Americans 
were behind the war effort. I 
had uncles who served in both 
the European and Pacifi c the-
atres of the war. I heard them 
tell the great stories of their 
campaigns. I remember how 
proud I always felt about the 
victory they helped to secure 
for me and my children and 
grandchildren.

Our current President has 
declared war on the terrorists 
who brought their devastation 
to our shores on 9/11/2001. The 
world certainly has changed. 
We are not used to fi ghting un-
seen combatants who integrate 
into our culture and emerge 

to strike American cities.  We 
struggle with being preemp-
tive. But the reality for us is 
that we have no choice but to 
fi ght back in ways that blur 
the more traditional approach. 
The world has changed forever 
from the 1940’s.

Whatever your politi-
cal persuasion, let’s agree to 
pray for our President and his 
advisors during this very dif-
fi cult time for our country. We 
wholeheartedly support our 
troops and their families by 
praying for them, supporting 
their families while they are 
away from home, and stand-
ing with them when they 
grieve the loss of their loved 
ones. We need to stay united 
behind the overarching mis-
sion to protect this country 
from terrorists and pursue 
peace in a complex and weary 
world.

During this time between 
Memorial Day and the 4th 

of July, let’s thank God for 
the privilege to be living in 
this great country. Let’s also 
stay united in our resolve to 
preserve this privilege for 
future generations of Ameri-
cans who will also wrestle 
with increasingly diffi cult 
challenges. Sure, it’s an awe-
some struggle. But it has been 
and always will be. The great 
Frederick Douglas said, “The 
whole history of the progress of 
human liberty shows that all con-
cessions yet made to her august 
claims have been born of earnest 
struggle. If there is no struggle, 
there is no progress. Those who 
profess to favor freedom, and yet 
deprecate agitation, are men who 
want crops without plowing up 
the ground, they want rain with-
out thunder and lightning. They 
want the ocean without the awful 
roar of its many waters.” 

God, once again, please 
bless America, as she struggles 
within her current crisis! 

America is struggling once again to defend liberty

Pastor, are you looking for 
a way to revitalize and 
re-energize your people? 

I think I can help. What I pro-
pose has been thoroughly test-
ed through several years in the 
pastorate. I never had a “mis-
fi re.” In every case, the experi-
ence I propose to you changed 
lives, brought our people closer 
together, gave them a new 
sense of mission, caused them 
to get more actively involved in 
their own ministry as believ-
ers, and paved the way for bold 
new steps in our church’s ac-
complishing its mission.

This “magic potion” is not 
magic at all. Each year as a pas-
tor, I led our people on a mis-
sion trip. I took a group to San 
Francisco. I took another group 
to Virginia. I took a group to 
the mountains of Kentucky. I 

took a group to Pennsylvania. 
I took a group to Boston. Each 
trip was an adventure. Each 
trip was a blessing.
Pastor, lead the team. You 
can delegate some of the lo-
gistical responsibilities. But in 
leading that mission team, you 
have one of your best oppor-
tunities to communicate your 
heart and your love for your 
people.
Take advantage of the teach-
able moment. A mission trip 
setting is like a laboratory. I 
found daily opportunities to 
teach and model as a leader. 
Often, that experience exceed-
ed the opportunities I had “at 
the church” to teach disciple-
ship.
Mission trips are great for 
vision-casting. It is a focused 
time. Everyone’s attention and 

heart is focused on accom-
plishing that short-term mis-
sion. There are both group and 
individual opportunities for 
painting pictures of how their 
mission trip experience relates 
to what your dream is for your 
church.
I never led a mission trip 
that turned out exactly like 
we planned it. There were 
always surprises and disap-
pointments and “plan B’s.” 
Through those experiences I 
was able to teach our people 
how God’s people handle chal-
lenges and diffi culties and 
even confl ict in ways that en-
hance our mission rather than 
hurt it.
Perhaps the greatest prod-
uct of the mission trip 
experience are the relation-
ships that form as you drive 

nails together, as you teach a 
backyard Bible club together, 
as you laugh together, and as 
you pray together. There are 
stronger bonds formed in that 
one week than you can grow 
in fi fty-two Sundays at your 
church. After all, isn’t that 
what the church is—a group 
of people who love each other 
together using their gifts to ac-
complish God’s mission?

Mission trips are hard 
work. They can be time-con-
suming. Yet, in thinking back 
over my years as a pastor, I can 
think of nothing that had more 
impact in helping the churches 
I served to generate an excite-
ment and a commitment to 
accomplishing our church’s 
mission than investing a week 
a year doing missions together.

I suggest you give it a try!

Missions can revitalize your congregation

I have never forgotten some-
thing that Bill Hybels said 
the fi rst time I participated 

in the leaders conference at 
Willow Creek in suburban 
Chicago. As he spoke to over 
4,000 church leaders from 
around the country, he said 
that there is nothing like the 
Body of Christ when it is func-
tioning the way it is supposed 
to function. 

Hybels said he could 
not imagine giving his life 
to anything else that would 
even come close to what hap-
pens in the local church. He 
asked us, “What could be bet-
ter than watching the Holy 
Spirit change your friend’s 
life...forever?” 

You and I know that this 
amazing Christian leader is 
absolutely correct. Nothing 
comes close to interacting with 
the Lord as He transforms 
someone we care about.

As I drove away from 
Steve and Luann’s home the 
other evening, I took my hands 
off the steering wheel in my 
car. I raised both hands and 
said out loud, “Wow, Lord! 
This is what it’s all about. 
Thank you for showing me 
again that you are able to do 
miracles!” Steve and Luann 
have been married for eight 
years. Steve was raised in a 
Jewish home. Luann grew up 
without spiritual guidance. 
Great couple – but lost. 

After watching Mel Gib-
son’s fi lm, The Passion of The 
Christ, in February, Steve and 
Luann asked questions for a 
month. The eyes of their hearts 
were opened to the power of 
the Gospel. The fi lm convicted 
them of their need to respond 
personally to the death and res-
urrection of Jesus Christ. And 
they did! 

On a Sunday morning in 
April, they invited our Lord to 
be their Savior! Right in front of 
us, the words of II Corinthians 
5:17 (NLT) came to life: “What 
this means is that those who 
become Christians become new 
persons. They are not the same 
anymore, for the old life is gone. A 
new life has begun!”

Steve and Luann are new 
persons! They are not the same! 
Steve shared his life-chang-
ing experience with his Jewish 
parents. He told them that he 
now loves Jesus as his Messiah! 
Luann’s circle of friends are 
learning that she has decided 
to follow Jesus! Soon Steve and 
Luann will obey our Lord and 
experience believers’ baptism!

The activity and energy of 
the churches within our con-
vention must be directed to the 
one thing that matters more 
than any other thing:  present-
ing the Gospel in the power of 
the Holy Spirit to the people we 
know. As we do, new lives be-
gin! What could possibly better 
than that? 

The Holy Spirit changes lives...forever!
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Arundel Association

Grace Church, Pasadena, 
is continuing its praise and 
worship services through the 
summer. The services are con-
temporary, dress is casual and 
food and fellowship follows 
each session. Nursery care is 
provided. Services begin at 6 
p.m. on June 13, 27, July 11, 25 
and August 8 and 22. 

Heritage Church, An-
napolis, will welcome the 
youth choir from First Church, 
Greensboro, N.C., on June 6. 

New Beginnings Church 
& Ministries, Baltimore, had 
a ladies event featuring feet. 
It was a unique Bible study 
looking at what kind of shoes 
they may be like – loafers, high 
heels. The ladies enjoyed some 
light hearted fun, refreshments 
and a little soul searching. 
Kathii Lovelady led the event.  

Baltimore Association

Woolford Memorial 
Church and First Church, 
Dundalk, are working to-
gether to make VBS successful 
for both churches. 
They’re sharing 
decorations and 
workers. Brian Birn-
er made a working 
rickshaw used by 
both churches. Birn-
er’s wife, Debbie, 
made kimonos. The 
rickshaw and kimo-
nos will be featured 
in Dundalk’s annual 
parade on July 3 to 
promote VBS.

Middle River 
Church, Balti-
more, is planning a 
bus trip to see the 
”Noah” program 
at Sight and Sound 
Theater on Sept. 23. 
The cost is $75 per 
person and includes 
transportation, the 
show and a buffet 
luncheon. For more 
information call the 
church offi ce, (410) 682-3909.

Parkville Church, Balti-
more, will have “Son Games” 
during VBS from July 19-23 
from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. Children 
in kindergarten through sixth 
grades are invited. Registration 
is Monday, July 19 at 8:45 a.m. 
For more information, call (410) 
444-6188.

Blue Ridge Association 

First Church, Hager-
stown, will have its VBS this 
year June 28-July 2. The church 
is using the curriculum “Hero 
Quest – Power by Faith.”

Faith Church, Knox-
ville, had a youth sponsored 
spaghetti dinner and silent 
auction to raise money for mis-
sions. Attendees also silently 
bid on donated items including 
a barbecue grill and gift certifi -
cates. 

Delaware Association

Hockessin Church re-
cently had an “Impacting Your 
World through Media and Poli-
tics” seminar. The seminar was 
conducted by Ken Grant, com-
munications director for the 
Delaware GOP and a former 
reporter and editor in broad-
cast and print media. He is also 
a regular attendee at Hockes-
sin Church. 

Bethany Church, Wilm-
ington, recently had a Naomi 
Banquet, a special evening for 
widows in the church. Several 
couples in the church have “ad-
opted” some of the widows to 
minister to them. 

The church will have its 
VBS on June 21-25. This year’s 
program “Son Games” has an 
Olympic theme.

Eastern Association
 
The 2004 Ministry to In-

ternational Students is seek-
ing volunteers to minister to 
internationals at Ocean City. 
For more information call Kar-
en Sallac, (410) 957-2858.

Lynnhaven Church, Poco-
moke, recently had a fi nancial 
confi dence seminar.

The church had a commis-
sioning service last month to 
prepare a mission team of 20 
who went to Scotland May 17-
29. The team went to the Island 
of Tiree to help replace a roof 
on a church. 

William Warren celebrated 
20 years as pastor of Allen Me-
morial Church, Salisbury, this 

year. The church had a special 
reception for Warren and his 
wife, Deborah, at the Wicomico 
Civic Center. 

Grace Church, Seaford, 
recently called Homer McK-
eithan as associate pastor for 
families and worship.

Vineyard Church, Po-
comoke, has changed its 
name to Soul Discovery 
Church. It has a website 
www.souldiscovery.net.

Spence Church, Snow 
Hill, will have a children’s 
music camp July 12-16. The 
kids will learn “Son Seekers: 
National Vacation,” a musical 
about kids in a Bible club head-
ed for Florida. The program 
has 60’s style songs. The cost 
is $10 per child and includes 
snacks, lunches, crafts and 
CD’s of the musical.

Mid-Maryland Association
 
The Prime Timers group at 

Bethel Church, Ellicott City, 
will cheer the Orioles on dur-
ing a game in July. In August 
they’re going to Toby’s Dinner 
Theater in Columbia to see 
the musical, ”Godspell.” Also, 
in August, the seniors have 
their annual pool party for the 
youth. 

Faith Church, Hampstead, 
took part in the local com-
munity Hampstead Day. A 

VBS team dressed in Kimonos 
and handed out fortune cook-
ies with Bible verses inside 
of them. The church was also 
open and folks could stop by 
for games and to check out 
promotional VBS videos and 
pre-register. Church members 
also gave out about 800 free 
snowballs. 

Faith will have VBS on 
June 21-26 in the evenings. 

The church is planning a 
mission trip to Michigan in 
July. They’ll do outreach minis-
tries, including backyard Bible 
clubs. 

Friendship Church, 
Sykesville, has a “delightful 
surprise” ministry. Members 
bake homemade breads, cook-
ies or brownies. The “goodies” 
are given to fi rst time visitors.

Nicole Jones, a member of 
Friendship, moved to Puebla, 
Mexico, last month to work 
on staff at Hananeel Church. 
Jones was a member of the fi rst 
mission team Friendship spon-
sored in 2000 to Nicaragua 
to build homes for victims of 
Hurricane Mitch. 

Westminster Church 
welcomed Todd 
Butler as music 
minister/associate 
pastor. Butler for-
merly served at 
Calvary Church 
in Morristown, 
Tenn., where he 
was the minister 
of music/senior 
adults/outreach. 
Todd and his wife, 
Wendi, have a ten-
month-old old son, 
Andrew. 

Mason Dixon 
Church, New 
Freedom, Pa., 
recently received 
a gift of a 2003 
15-passenger van 
from a church 
family who 
chose to remain 
anonymous. An-
other anonymous 
church family 

donor gave $10,000 to establish 
a Mason Dixon Church Schol-
arship fund to help members 
enrolled in college. 

Montgomery Association

Conrad Burch, Baptist 
Foundation consultant, pre-
sented a seminar on wills and 
trusts recently at Kensington 
Church.

Kensington will celebrate 
a special Heritage Day on June 
13. The church was instrumen-
tal in starting seven churches, 
one of them Ashton. On Heri-
tage Day, the church will part-
ner with Ashton. Ashton’s pas-
tor and choir will lead worship 
at Kensington that day and 
Kensington’s pastor and choir 
will lead at Ashton. Then both 
churches will meet at Ashton 
for a shared lunch. 

Redland Church, Rock-
ville, will have a sports camp 
from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. July 
5-22. Each week features dif-
ferent sports. Children enter-
ing kindergarten through fi fth 
grade can register. Space is 
limited. Call the church for 
more information. 

The men’s basketball team 
won a local Christian basket-
ball championship. 

Twenty-seven Redlanders 
attended a Contagious Church 
Conference in April in prepa-

ration for a fall campaign of 
studying “How to Become a 
Contagious Christian.”

Redland will have VBS 
June 28-July 2 from 9 a.m. to 
noon for children ages four to 
fi fth grade. They’re using the 
“Lava Lava Island” curricu-
lum.

Potomac Association

Twenty youth at Trinity 
Church, Waldorf, recently 
completed a True Love Waits 
Program. 

Prince George’s Associa

Janice McWilliams re-
signed as administrative assis-
tant at Faith Church, Laurel. 
McWillians served the church 
for 11 years. She is moving to 
Florida. Rita Kiah is the new 
administrative assistant.

Christ Creative Church, 
Bladensburg, recently cel-
ebrated its 14th anniversary 
with a series of special services 
from April 28-May 2. George 
St. Anthony Ferguson, Sr., is 
the pastor.

Thirty-four participants 
from First Church, Laurel’s, 
Evergreen group took a trip 
to see the cherry blossoms in 
Washington D.C. 

 Susquehanna Association

Harold Phillips, senior pas-
tor of Pleasant View Church, 
Port Deposit, is hosting a new 
radio call in program from 3 to 
4 p.m. on Saturdays on station 
WJSS 1330 a.m. For more in-
formation call  (877) 730-HOPE 
or access www.biblically-
correct.com. 

Oak Grove Church, Bel 
Air, members are making a 
fl oat to represent the church at 
the Bel Air Independence Day 
parade.  

 Western Association

Members of Second 
Church, Cumberland, are col-
lecting items for hospitality 
bags to be distributed at the 
Allegany County fair this sum-
mer. 

Oldtown Fellowship 
Church had the annual as-
sociational Women’s Mis-
sionary Union meeting last 
month. BCM/D consultant 
Ellen Udovich was the guest 
speaker.

 Obituary

James Greathouse died on 
April 20. Funeral services were 
held at Tabernacle Church, 
where he was a member. 
Greathouse ministered in sev-
eral Baltimore area BCM/D 
churches.  

Greathouse was the hus-
band of June Greathouse; fa-
ther of June L. McClelland; son 
of Reta and the late Willard 
Greathouse and brother of Sara 
Kohler.

In lieu of fl owers the fami-
ly asked that memorial gifts be 
sent to the James Greathouse 
Memorial Scholarship Fund 
c/o Tabernacle Baptist Church, 
212 Bennett Road, Baltimore, 
MD 21221. 

On April 18th, Temple Church in Woodlawn 

celebrated its 105th anniversary beginning with the 

eleven o’clock service. Melvin Pride, BCM/D director of 

strategic planning, brought God’s message to members, 

former members and guests.  Members of the choir of 

The Korean Presbyterian Church of the Lord joined with 

Temple’s choir to provide special music directed by Carol 

Waters. Pastor An interpreted for the service.

Glen Niles presided over a brief program following 

dinner in the afternoon.

Arundel
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Blue Ridge

Eastern

Delaware

Mid-Maryland

Potomac

Montgomery

Western

Susquehanna
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Obituary

Seamen’s Center
Open House

June 26
1 - 4 p.m.

A new Seamen’s 
Center is opening in 
Baltimore and accord-
ing to Brian Birner, 
Baltimore Associa-
tion’s port ministry 
director, it’s the fi rst 
Baptist Seamen’s 
Center in existence in 
Baltimore.

“It’s always been 
mobile or just held 
at a house. This is a 
new adventure, an ex-
panding of the minis-
try,” Birner said. 

The center is at 
Woolford Memorial 
Church, Baltimore, 
and includes two 
rooms, one with com-
puters, phones and 
other communica-
tion equipment for 
the seamen to talk to 
their families and an-
other room with some 
rest and relaxation 
features with televi-
sions, video games, 
air hockey and bil-
liards.  

The center is hav-
ing an open house/
dedication from 1 to 
4 p.m. on June 26.  

“We’re praying 
God will provide the 
workers and fi nanc-
es,” Birner said.

Volunteers are 
needed to man 
the center, answer 
phones, minister, help 
pay for phone costs 
and other expenses. 
Birner said there is 
a wealth of ministry 
opportunities and he 
is praying for God to 
impress this ministry 
on the hearts of peo-
ple who want to share 
the gospel across cul-
tural boundaries.
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We did not 

plan on holding our 

worship services 

café style, but God 

did. We did not plan 

on growing so fast, 

but God did. The 

only absolutes for us 

are God’s Word and 

His leading! We are 

willing and ready to 

shift gears anytime, 

and regularly do!  

— Daryl McCready

By Daryl McCready

In October 2001, my wife, 
Traci, and I attended a 
church planters’ assessment 

at Skycroft. I remember feel-
ing so out of place at times, as 
everyone we met that weekend 
had graduated from seminary. 
Several were already leading 
great churches. I remember 
thinking, “Why am I even 
here? I’m a 33-year-old police 
offi cer who’s not even ordained 
yet. The only “experience” I’ve 
had is being a preacher’s kid 
and serving as a lay person 
for the previous seven years.” 
However, after two days of 
grueling interviews and stress-
ful observation, my wife and 
I were approved as church 
planters!

Weeks later, Berlin First 
Church agreed to be our spon-
soring church and we stepped 
out of our careers and onto 
the fi eld in December 2001. 
Over the next couple weeks, 
God brought 13 other adults  
to form our initial team. The 
following months were spent 
developing a close-knit and 
like-minded family who God 
would use to do great things.

We did no bulk mailing, 
no advertising, no mass out-
reach. We focused completely 
on who God was calling us to 

be and how God wanted us to 
do it. We spent a great amount 
of time in the community shar-
ing God’s love with them in 
practical ways, getting to know 
the people while giving them 
various things like coffee, so-
das and ice cream.

We launched SonRise 
Church on October 6, 2002, 
only ten months after stepping 
on the fi eld. We had 96 people 
attend our launch. The next 
week we had 83, then 69, but 
then it began to go up and up. 
We now average 200 a week in 
worship, almost entirely due to 
personal invitations by mem-
bers and active attendees of 
our church.

What God has done over 
the last year and seven months 
has been awesome to wit-
ness. Here are just a few of the 
things we have seen happen:
• 109 people have professed 

their faith in Jesus Christ 
as of May 2, 2004.  

• 82 people have been bap-
tized.

• 50 to 60 children attend  
our weekly children’s 
programs, which include 
RA’s, GA’s, nursery and 
Children’s Church.

• 10 small groups meet 
weekly as well as a men’s 
group, women’s group and 
Celebrate Recovery group.

• 45% of those who worship 
with us were previously 
unchurched!
In addition, we have seen 

many freed from alcoholism, 
drug abuse, depression and 
marital problems. God is doing 
something great in our midst 
and we are trying our best to 
follow Him and stay out of His 
way!

I have often been asked 
what we have done to enable 
this growth by the work of 
our Master. I have no problem 
answering that question. First, 
we prayed and we prayed and 
we still pray! We prayed that 
God would break our hearts 
for those who do not yet know 
Jesus. We prayed for those we 
knew by name. We prayed for 
opportunities to share Jesus 
with them and others, and 
then we watched God answer 
our prayers! I can’t even begin 
to tell you how many people 
have come to know Christ over 
this last year because someone 
else prayed for them, and then 
prayed for an opportunity to 
be used by God to share Jesus 
with them.

Second, we have instilled 
in our people that the work 
of the church is the work of 
the entire church! That means 
every member and attendee is 
part of the team to reach peo-

ple for Christ. This is why our 
vision statement is “Living Our 
Lives So Others Meet Jesus.” 
We teach and demonstrate 
through example. The pastors 
are members of the team, just 
like everybody else. The only 
difference is that they are re-
sponsible to equip and lead so 
that the team moves forward.

Third and equally as im-
portant is our desire to go and 
do whatever it takes to be who 
God wants us to be. We did 
not set out wanting to spend 
our fi rst year holding worship 
at the Ocean Downs racetrack, 
but God did. We did not plan 
on holding our worship ser-
vices café style, but God did. 
We did not plan on growing 
so fast, but God did. The only 
absolutes for us are God’s 
Word and His leading! We are 
willing and ready to shift gears 
anytime, and regularly do!  

The bottom line is we 
know that God has done a 
great work! We have played 
only a small part. He has giv-
en us the honor and privilege 
to be a witness to His awe-
some plan!

Daryl McCready is the 
founding pastor of SonRise 

Church in Ocean Pines, Mary-
land. He can be reached at 
SonRisePastorD@cs.com.

Church planter defers his plans for God’s plans

By Vivian Phillips
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

INDIAN HEAD, Md. — 
Rick Warren’s “40 Days of 
Purpose” study culminated 
in a fi nal celebration Sunday 
baptism of 15 this spring for 
Potomac Heights Church. 
Ages of the new church mem-
bers ran the gamut from seven 
to 84.

About 10 more persons 
will have been baptized by the 
end of May, estimates Pastor 
Gary Willett.

The lead pastor of Po-
tomac Heights Church de-
scribes Warren’s 40 days 
of curriculum as “the most 
intense thing we’ve ever par-
ticipated in.” Approximately 
100 more people  are now at-
tending the church, all having 
been drawn by the universal 
question, “What on earth am I 
here for?”

Upon paying the $1000 fee 
for church involvement, an-
nouncements about the special 
emphasis began in early Janu-
ary. Advertising was conduct-
ed and 1500 cards were dis-
tributed to church members 
for invitations to unchurched 
people.

Eleven congregants 
formed a Pastor Prayer Team 
to intercede for Willett and 
Jeff Perry, pastor of member-
ship care, during the study.

A national simulcast Feb. 
21 kicked off the 40 days with 
the message, “This is where 
you’re going. This is what it’s 
about.”

Copies of “The Purpose 
Driven Life” book by Warren 
practically fl ew off the church 
shelves. All 500 were gone be-
fore the end of the fi rst week of 
study.

Music, 
banners, 
drama and 
worship 
planned for 
the weeks 
ahead all 
focused on 
the “40 Days 
of Purpose” 
theme. Ma-
terials for 
publicity 
and an up-
coming fair 
and mission 
night were 
downloaded 
from the 
offi cial web-
site.

Both 
Sunday 
School 
classes and 
home groups 
followed the 
40 days cur-
riculum, in 
addition to seven weekly video 
messages being played on con-
secutive Sunday mornings. The 
emphasis was carried through 
to Children’s Church. Youth 
were also involved. Every par-
ticipant, be it child, teenager or 
adult, had a daily age appro-
priate assignment and shared 
the same weekly scripture 
memory verse.

Willett said he and his 
family were accountable to 
each other and discussed 
progress on these daily devo-
tionals at dinner.

About 20 days into the 
study a ministry fair was 
held. Children served hot 
dogs and peanuts in keeping 
with a baseball theme for the 
fair. Adults and youth viewed 
display boards featuring min-
istries of Potomac Heights 
Church. “A motorcycle minis-
try merged out of this,” Willett 
recalled. A synopsis, commit-

ment requirements and contact 
person were listed for each 
ministry in the “Ministry Op-
portunity Guide.” The book-
lets were designed to be hand-

ed out to 
“new people 
wanting 
to know 
how to get 
involved 
and how to 
serve,” Wil-
lett said.

Mis-
sions Night 
explored 
the three 
aspects of 
Acts 1:8 
– Jerusalem, 
Judea and 
Samaria, 
and to the 
end of the 
earth. As 
practical 
application, 
individuals 
represent-
ing a com-
munity 
crisis preg-
nancy cen-
ter, Charles 

County NETS (Neighbors Ea-
ger to Serve) and a Global Mis-
sions opportunity to Paraguay 
addressed congregants about 
their individual missions and 
need for volunteers.

Refl ecting, Willett said, 
“If in 40 days we were serious 
about the purposes of God, 
what would happen if we 
started doing this every day?” 

In 40 days there were 15 baptisms and counting  

As part of “40 Days of Purpose,” Potomac Heights Church held a ministry 

fair to introduce members to all of the ministries of the church. Mark 

Hancock, president of the Potomac Heights Christian Academy Board of 

Directors, tells interested members about the academy. 

“If in 40 days we 

were serious about 

the purposes of God, 

what would happen if 

we started doing this 

every day?”  
— Gary Willett
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 Rick Hancock’s position 
will change to consultant for 
strategic church development 
for evangelism and prayer 
effective June 1; and Ken 
Jordan’s position will become 
consultant for church minister 
relations/family ministry/
seminary extension effective 
June 1.

Other approved recom-
mendations included suspend-
ing plans to build a multi-pur-
pose building at Skycroft and 
renovating existing buildings 
instead; to transition the iden-

tity of the “church planting 
team” to the “church multipli-
cation team” and to participate 
in the Luis Palau festival in late 
September or early October 
2005.

A discussion of rationale 
concerning several recommen-
dations and actions followed 
the presentation and vote.

Faris will continue 
as director of fi nance and 
development/treasurer for the 
convention, but will spend the 
majority of time in develop-
ment work. He said that in the 
next few years there will be a 
great generational transfer of 
trillions of dollars of wealth 
– estimated at about $92,000 for 
every baby boomer alive today. 

 “Baptists will miss out on 
a great opportunity if we don’t 
see some of that wealth come 
to Baptist work,” Faris said.

Faris said he has felt for 
years that there needed to be 
one person to take care of the 
day-to-day fi nancial needs and 
another for the development 
work. After the February ad-
ministrative committee meet-
ing, he felt God’s affi rmation 
that he should do the develop-
ment part. He will concentrate 
on individual stewardship, fi -
nancial planning and planned 
giving.  

“This is not something I’ve 
come to lightly,” Faris said. 

 “People who are faithful 
tithers in life often don’t give a 
thought about being tithers in 
death. Also, seventy percent of 
the people in this country don’t 
even have a will,” he said. 

David Lee spoke about the 
decision to hire an Urban Mis-
sion Strategist.

“We believe that God is at 
work in the cities of Maryland 
and Delaware,” Lee said. While 
Baltimore was not chosen as 
a North American Mission 

Board Strategic Focus City this 
time, leaders began discover-
ing that there is a groundswell 
awakening. They found that 
many inner city pastors were 
already meeting and praying 
together. Wilmington, Del., 
pastors were meeting and 
praying. Then, in what seemed 
like an out-of-the-blue blessing, 
the city of Wilmington turned 
their annual summer games 
over to the Delaware Associa-
tion. 

John Draper, Baltimore 
Association’s director of mis-

sions, said, “For years we knew 
God wanted to do something 
different in Baltimore,” Draper 
said “It’s time to fi nd an urban 
mission strategist.”

There was discussion 
about the suspension of build-
ing the multi-purpose facility 
at Skycroft. Dennis Felder 
reported for the Skycroft de-
velopment ad-hoc committee. 
Felder said there have been 
continued problems with percs 
and permits. The committee 
recommended taking $250,000 
of the $450,000 allotted for the 
multi-purpose facility and al-
lowing the Baptist Foundation 
to manage the funds and use 
the remaining $200,000 to ren-
ovate the existing facilities. 

“We are not killing the 
process,” Felder said, “We will 
continue to work on getting 
the percs.” 

David Jackson explained 
the transitioning of the iden-
tity of The Church Planting 
Team to The Church Multi-
plication Team. “We’ve been 
focusing on ways to reach lost 
people. While we were focused 
primarily on planting, there 
are a multitude of ways to 
reach people. We need to look 
at other methodologies. The 
bottom line is more disciples in 
the Kingdom,” Jackson said.

Thom Thornton showed a 
video clip about the Luis Pa-
lau Festival coming to Wash-
ington D.C. in 2005. 

“Our evangelism events 
didn’t evangelize. We wanted 
to be involved in things that 
were making an impact. We 
began talking to Luis Palau 
several years ago. The Palau 
organization stopped having 
crusades because only church 
people were coming. They 
went to a different format 
– festivals. Three hundred 
thousand people showed up in 

Fort Lauderdale and the gospel 
was presented 21 times. About 
15,000 people accepted Christ,” 
Thornton said.

There will be opportunities 
for everyone to help and train-
ing times will be announced. 

Financial Report – John 
Faris

John Faris reported that as 
of March 2004, we were 8.2% 
ahead in cooperative program 
giving. Faris said if we contin-
ue to stay ahead at 6% all year 
long we will make our budget 
this year. Cooperative program 
giving showed a 1% increase 
overall in 2003. In addition, we 
gave almost a million dollars 
to the Lottie Moon offering for 
international missions.  

Strategy Team Reports
David Jackson reported for 

the church planting team. Jack-
son said that as of January we 
had already committed every 
2004 dollar, yet we still have 
15 new starts with six associa-
tions involved. 

Jackson said most of 
the planters are coming up 
through our congregations and 
are local. 

Two staff members were 
added, Aaron Pankey and 
Jorge Fonseca. Pankey, found-
ing pastor of Infi nity Church, 
is a new African American 
church planter consultant 
and will work on contract one 
day a week. Jorge Fonseca is 
the founding pastor of Iglesia 
Cristiana de Columbia and is 
the new Hispanic church de-
velopment consultant. Fonseca 
is also a contract worker. Both 
men started on April 1. 

Thom Thornton gave the 
congregational development 
report. Thornton said the mis-
sion statement has changed to 
concentrate on making con-
gregations healthier. The team 
is including more non-staff 
people and developing focus 
groups in congregational de-
velopment. Thornton said the 
evangelism target is moving 
away from large events and be-
coming more targeted to assist 
local churches or associations. 

Don Sweeney reported that 
the leadership development 
and support team is looking 
at new initiatives. He reported 
that the ministers wives retreat 
is making a difference and is 
high impact. The new Quest 
youth program is designed to 
train high school juniors to 
serve as leaders. 

Ellen Udovich reported 
for the missions involvements 
team. Udovich said at the an-
nual WMU meetings, volun-
teers could take virtual glocal 
missions tours without leaving 
their buildings, learning new 
ideas about missions. 

One hundred twenty 
Baptist student ministry vol-
unteers participated in two 
service projects in Baltimore in 
the spring. There are 15 sum-
mer missionaries preparing 
for their jobs this summer and 
Udovich encouraged members 
to partner with these mission-
aries. 

Udovich talked about part-
nership missions to Scotland 
and Mexico and urged those 
interested to see Rick Hancock. 

David and Sherry Lee will be 
going to Scotland to conduct 
“minister and mate retreats.” 
Mississippi churches are still 
looking for Maryland churches 
to partner with. 

Udovich reported that, 
even with short notice, BCM/D 
churches sent 100 boxes to help 
soldiers in Iraq. The boxes were 
delivered to areas where they 
did not receive regular aid. 

Reports from Ad-Hoc 
Committees

Steffan Carr on behalf of 
the BCM/D affi liation com-
mittee recommended that we 
accept two new congregations: 
Evergreen Church, Silver 
Spring, and Happy Church, 
Potomac, into the BCM/D. 
Board members voted to in-
clude the churches.

James Pope reported for 
the future church building 
study. Pope told of the strug-
gles he had trying to purchase 
property for his church and 
said there are ways to make 
things easier so everyone 
doesn’t have to do the same 
research and go through the 
same problems. The commit-
tee recommended that BCM/D 
develop a process to help these 
churches. This was referred to 
the administrative committee 
to determine how to address 
these needs.

Clarence Byerly reported 
on the Strengthening Churches 
Grants. Byerly said the com-
mittee had $72,000 to distrib-
ute. They reviewed 42 requests 
for $142,000 and had to make 
some hard decisions. Some of 
the funds were distributed for 
a free FAITH clinic, a celebrate 
12-step program, a theater out-
reach and other outreach festi-
vals and carnivals. 

Reports from Agencies and 
Convention Committees

Pete Holt reported for 
the Baptist Foundation of 
Maryland/Delaware. Holt said 
the foundation had a good 
year; was solvent in 2003 and 
has money to loan. The portfo-
lio stands at over eight million 
dollars. 

Bob Gerstmyer, executive 
director of Baptist Family & 
Children Services, reported 
that there are 30 children in 
Christian homes thanks to 
the CHOSEN program. Two 
children were adopted this 
year. Gerstmeyer was pleased 
that over 80 people attended a 
conference on legal issues led 
by BFCS at the Baptist Cen-
ter. Gerstmyer said a 24-hour 
emergency hotline should be 
available to pastors by July 1. 

Mel Pride reported for the 
Christian life and public af-
fairs committee. He said the 
committee sees two areas as 
top priorities at this time: gam-
bling and same-sex marriage. 
They sent a letter to Governor 
Robert Ehrlich, Jr., and cop-
ied Michael Busch, Speaker 
of the House of Delegates, to 
show our opposition to the 
slot machine bill. The com-
mittee is working to prioritize 
and educate, to inform and 
raise awareness by the dis-
semination of information to 
our churches concerning these 
very serious issues.

Earl Duvall, III, 

received degree 

from Southwestern 

Seminary
FORT WORTH, 

Texas — One student 
claiming Maryland as 
his home state gradu-
ated from Southwestern 

Baptist 
Theological 
Seminary 
in Fort 
Worth dur-
ing spring 
commence-

ment on Friday, May 7.
Earl Duvall, III, 

graduated with a Mas-
ter of Arts degree in 
Christian Counseling.

Degrees were con-
ferred on 304 students 
at the seminary’s 207th 
commencement exer-
cises. 

President Paige 
Patterson was the com-
mencement address 
speaker. 

GMB hears reports on progress, changes and challenges
continued from page one

Earl Gray, chairman of the administrative committee, presented 

recommendations for several staff changes, renovation of 

Skycroft, transitioning the identity of church planting team to 

church multiplication team, and participation in the 2005 Luis 

Palau festival in Washington, DC and its suburbs.
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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

GLEN BURNIE, Md. — 
Raymond Higgins and his son 
Jeff share a lot together: soft 
smiles, kind eyes and a love 
of music. They 
laugh easily. 
They’ve been 
through one of 
the toughest 
trials a family 
could endure 
and they’ve per-
severed. Jeff and 
his sister Kristin 
grew up at Faith 
Church, Glen 
Burnie, where 
Raymond was 
the music min-
ister. Now Jeff 
ministers along 
with his father. 

Raymond 
oversees the entire music pro-
gram and leads the two morn-
ing traditional/blended wor-
ship services. Jeff prepares and 
leads a contemporary early 
service in the church’s Fam-
ily Life Center. He sings and 
he plays congos, others play 
guitars and Raymond plays 
keyboard. 

 “He gets to tell me what 
to do at the early service,” Ray-
mond jokes. 

They have a soft easy re-
lationship and both say their 
ministry styles complement 
rather than compete, though 
Raymond accuses Jeff of try-
ing to butter up the secretaries 
with goodies sometimes. 

The Higgins family came 
to Faith in 1991 and Jeff grew 
up in the church. He was 
saved when he was seven. 

But tragedy struck the 
family when Jan Higgins died 
in car accident early in 1994, 
leaving Raymond a widow 
and Jeff, 14, and Kristin, 12, 
without a mother. The family 

was devastated and the church 
family mourned with them 
and loved them.

Raymond had a tough job 
ahead.

 “He became both mom 
and dad,” Jeff said. “No other 

father could have pulled it off 
like he did. “I was a teenager, 
but Kristin was just becoming 
one. He had to do everything 
and go through all that with 
us by himself.”

Jeff said he and his Dad 
played volleyball together, 
coached Upward Bas-
ketball and watched 
movies on Friday 
nights. 

“I never thought 
it was unusual. People 
would ask me what are 
you going to do this 
Friday and I’d say I’m going 
out with my Dad.”

Tray Coble was the youth 
pastor at Faith during Jeff’s 
teen years and Coble became 
Jeff’s mentor, helping him 
learn to serve and grow as Jeff 
felt a call to ministry. When 
Jeff was a high school senior, 
Coble left to take a ministry 
position at Faith Church, 
Hampstead. Eighteen months 
later Jeff joined Coble in that 
ministry. Three years later, Co-

ble left to start a church plant 
and Jeff continued with him. 
In October, 2003, Jeff returned 
to Faith, Glen Burnie. 

Meanwhile at Faith, Glen 
Burnie, the church was strug-
gling with some pretty large 

numbers and 
knew they needed 
to begin a contem-
porary worship 
service. It was at 
that time that Jeff 
began looking for 
another position. 
It was a perfect 
fi t. He became the 
assistant music 
director. He came 
home.

“It’s so great, 
I got to work with 
my mentor, Tray, 
and now my hero, 
Dad,” Jeff said.

“Aside from 
God, Dad was my reason for 
coming into the ministry,” 
Jeff said. “I saw his heart for 
people and I saw God’s faith-
fulness at work in him.”

“You raise your children 
and hope they’ll honor the 
Lord with their life,” Raymond 

said. “Then you step back and 
become amazed …to see him 
take his father’s faith and go 
his own way.”

“We’re alike in many ways 
but different in giftedness 
and calling and that’s okay. I 
wouldn’t want him to be an-
other me. God brought him to 
our church at the right time 
when we needed fresh leader-
ship. God had taken Jeff away 
to grow and then come back as 
a leader,” Raymond said. 

A new passage is about to 
happen in the Higgins fam-
ily. Jeff is getting married on 
August 14. He and his fi ancé 
Jen Fuqua won a wedding 
from a Christian website, 
Christiancafe.com, where they 
met. 

It’s an amazing story. Jen 
began writing to Jeff. They met 
and fell in love. Before asking 
Jen to marry him he secretly 
entered their names into a con-
test for a dream wedding, kind 
of as a joke. Jen couldn’t believe 
it when Christian Café called 
her house and told her they 
were fi nalists. They had to send 
more information. Jen said Jeff 
was there when the call came 
and he just stood there laugh-
ing. 

The proposal was unique 
too. Jeff and Jen were coaching 
an Upward Basketball team. 
Jeff had the girls on the team 
hold up signs “Coach Jen, will 
you marry Coach Jeff?” As she 
ran out of the chute, Jeff was 
waiting on his knees with the 
ring. She said yes. 

 So they sent in the in-
formation, including a video 
telling why they should win. 

“We told them Jeff’s 
a minister and I’m in 
the military and we’re 
poor,” Jen said. “Jeff 
even opened up my re-
frigerator and showed 
how bare it was.”

Then they waited 
for months to hear. It came on 
email – they won. The couple 
fl ew to New York. A designer 
is preparing a special dress for 
Jen and a suit for Jeff. They’ll 
be married on August 14 at the 
Four Seasons Hotel in Wash-
ington DC, receive a Jamaican 
honeymoon and have their 
wedding day and ceremony 
taped and televised. 

Raymond and his wife, 
Sandi, whom he married in 
2002, are overjoyed. 

Raymond and Jeff Higgins – A father/son 

partnership of love at Faith Church

Jeff and Jen 

were coaching an 

Upward Basketball 

team. Jeff had the 

girls on the team 

hold up signs 

“Coach Jen will you 

marry coach Jeff?” 

As she ran out of 

the chute, Jeff was 

waiting on his knees 

with the ring. She 

said yes.

“He became both 

mom and dad,” Jeff 

said. “No other father 

could have pulled it 

off like he did.” 

    — Jeff Higgins
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Patria Barkoye
Anne Arundel Comm. College

Azerbaijan

David Cantine
St. Johns College

Azerbaijan   

Brad Dickenson
USNA

Salt Lake City, Utah

Maryn Ferguson
Univ. of Maryland

Azerbaijan

Emily Frey
Univ. of Delaware

Greece

Tavonna Harper
Univ. of Maryland, E.S.

Florida

Shea Marshall
Frostburg State Univ.

Greece

Ashley Staples
Univ. of Maryland

Azerbaijan

Laura Stetler
Univ. of Delaware

Ireland

Freya Thompson
St. Johns College

Azerbaijan   

Cassidy Rasmussen
USNA

Ocean City, MD

Your BSM Summer 
Missionaries are sent 
to the mission fi eld 
from the Baptist Student 
Ministry programs on 
campuses across 
Maryland and Delaware. 

Funds for these 
missionaries are raised 
by the students of BSM, 
in cooperation with the 
Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware and 
the Cooperative Program 
gifts of local BCM/D 
churches. 

Sara Harrelson
Towson Univ.

Florida

Hunt Hawkins
USNA

Salt Lake City, Utah

* also, please pray for two of your Baptist Student 
Missionaries who are serving in undisclosed locations.
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“… they gathered the church 
together and reported all that God 
had done through them and how 
he had opened the door of faith to 
the Gentiles.” (Acts 14:27, NIV)
“… telling in detail how God had 
used them to throw the door of 
faith wide open so people of all 
nations could come streaming 
in.”  (Acts 14:27, The Message)

God is at work in 
Maryland/Delaware. 
He is opening a great 

door of opportunity for us to 
share the Gospel with others. 
The age-old proverb remains 
true: “Four things come not 
back: the spoken word; the 
spent arrow; time past; and 
the neglected opportunity.” 
We don’t know how long the 
door will stay open, but we 
sense that it’s wide open now. 
It is God who is throwing 
open this door of faith—it 
is God who is creating 
opportunities, providing 
resources, transforming lives. 
God is inviting us to be a part 

of this great work. We must 
seize the opportunity God has 
set before us.

What are you doing NOW 
to respond to this great oppor-
tunity?

Offerings for Maryland/
Delaware Missions 2004 is 
one way we can all respond 
by giving our money, our 
time and also our talents. God 
opens the door of faith to all 
people. We are seeing people 
from all walks of life and all 
corners of the world living 
and working here in Mary-
land and Delaware. They don’t 
look like us or talk like us, yet 
God is opening a great door 
for them to respond to the 
Gospel. 

Our neighbors might have 
been born right here in the U.S. 
and still may be “in another 
world” than we are. Motorcycle 
gangs, elderly people, execu-
tives, politicians, soccer moms, 
multiple-pierced teenagers—
we are sure they would never 
be interested in the gospel…yet 

God is opening a great door of 
faith right before our very eyes.

How is your church re-
sponding to this great open 
door? Are we stepping through 
to minister to others by build-
ing relationships, sharing the 
Gospel and bringing others to 
faith in Christ? Or are we shut-
ting the door, keeping others 
from hearing the saving mes-
sage of Christ? Do we even see 
the door?

Do we pick and choose 
those who we think might re-
spond to our message or do we 
reach out to all people regard-
less of our expectations?

If Maryland/Delaware 
Baptists are faithful to the op-
portunity God has entrusted 
to us, how would the world be 
different if national leaders, 
policy makers, international 
diplomats and world business 
leaders living and working in 
our area came to know Christ? 
What if future world leaders 
became followers of Christ 
while attending a university 

in our area? What if men and 
women of all nations living 
right here in our communities 
heard the message of the Gos-
pel and believed?

Can we do all these things 
on our own? No, but God can 
do it through us. Let us pray 
and let us obey Him by taking 
action and seizing the opportu-
nity before it is past.

This year we are offering 
several new materials to better 
serve your church’s needs in 
promoting the 2004 Offerings 
for Maryland and Delaware 
Missions. New this year is a 
7 day devotional written by 
Randy Millwood, a full color 
bulletin insert (while supplies 
last), a sermon and children’s 
worship sheets.

The materials will be 
sent to churches mid July 
but will be posted online as 
soon as they are available at 
www.yourbcmd.org/opendoor. 

Compiled by Iris White from 
Offerings materials.

By Shannon Baker
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

LEONARDTOWN, Md. 
— “My word, I didn’t know 
that!” Pastor Clyde Phillips 
was surprised when he learned 
his church was the top giver 
in the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware’s state 
mission offering this past year.

He did know that Leon-
ardtown Church had a goal 
of $7,000 in 
mind when 
they fi rst an-
nounced the 
special offer-
ing, held each 
year to sup-
port the BCM/
D’s efforts to 
strengthen 
churches and 
to plant new 
churches 
across the 
multi-state 
convention.

But be-
yond anyone’s 
imagination, 
the southern 
Maryland 
church ended 
up giving 
in excess of 
$10,700 in 
offerings. Be-
yond the state 
mission offer-
ing, Leonard-
town Church 
also gave over $22,000 to the 
International Mission Board’s 
Lottie Moon annual Christmas 
offering and over $15,000 to 
the North American Mission 
Board’s Annie Armstrong an-
nual Easter offering for 2003.

Other top-giving churches 
included Trinity Church in 
Waldorf, Md.; Calvary Church 
in Bel Air, Md.; Ogletown (Del.) 
Church; and First Church, Lau-
rel, Md. 

Overall, generous do-
nations to the Maryland/
Delaware state mission of-
fering, amounting to over 
$208,000, were given by 
churches in Maryland and 
Delaware. 

Aptly named, the 2003 fo-
cus was titled “Beyond Imagi-
nation,” based on 1 Corinthians 
2:9, which reads, “No one’s ever 
seen or heard anything like this. 
Never so much as imagine any-
thing quite like it…” (The Mes-
sage).

Offerings nearly reached 
the overall goal of $225,000, 
with $75,000 allocated to start-
ing new churches, $60,000 to 
strengthening existing congre-

gations, $40,000 to developing 
leaders and $50,000 to involv-
ing people in ministry and mis-
sion opportunities locally and 
globally. 

The Offerings for State 
Missions, along with the Co-
operative Program and other 
gifts, provide crucial fi nancial 
resources for the BCM/D’s mis-
sion of intentionally assisting 
and strengthening congrega-
tions so that they can fulfi ll 
Jesus’ command in Matthew 
28:19-20.

More specifi cally, gifts 
from the 2003 offering will be 
used this year to help start 20 
new churches across Maryland 
and Delaware, to strengthen 

congregations by funding such 
strategies as Hope for Home 
ministry to families and Vaca-
tion Bible School equipping 
conferences; to grow leaders 
for local churches and mis-
sion endeavors; and to provide 
training and opportunities for 
volunteers to be involved in 
ministry with internationals, 
prayerwalking, servanthood 
evangelism, resort ministry 
and much more.

 “I’m in awe of how Leon-
ardtown Church’s people give 
and serve,” says Phillips, pastor 
for 22 years at the 700-member 
church in the town that serves 
as the county seat for St. Mary’s 
County. 

“People just know to give,” 
he explains, pointing to their 
gentle, Christlike spirit and 
their warm and welcoming 
transparency. 

Calling missions “the 
heartbeat of the church,” Phil-
lips says that evangelism and 
mission outreach is threaded 
throughout all the church’s 
programs, especially the South-
ern Baptist Convention’s Wom-
en on Mission and its weekly 

Sunday school classes. 
Ellen Udovich, member of 

the BCM/D State Missions Of-
ferings planning team, echoes 
Phillip’s assessment. 

“When people hear the 
word ‘offering,’ they usually 
think of giving money. But 
missions is so much more than 
just writing a check. We delib-
erately changed the name of 
offering to ‘Offerings for State 
Missions’ so that we could 

emphasize the im-
portance of offering 
prayers as well as 
offering time and 
talents. 

“We try to de-
velop the teaching 
material in such a 
way that church 
members realize 
that missions is not 
just a special em-
phasis once a year; 
it’s a part of daily 
Christian life.”

Udovich notes 
that Leonardtown 
Church certainly 
refl ects the “pray-
ing, giving, going” 
nature of missions 
work. In addition 
to generous fi nan-
cial contributions 
to missions causes, 
the church provides 
regular opportuni-
ties for members to 
pray and to serve. 

Every year, 
Leonardtown Church sponsors 
one or two international mis-
sion trips for adults and at least 
one national trip for youth. In 
addition, members are actively 
involved in mission opportuni-
ties locally, including outreach-
es to area hospitals, nursing 
homes and prisons.

“We have so many people 
who are active in reaching out 
to their neighbors and cowork-
ers,” celebrates Phillips. As 
a result, the pastor says he is 
constantly seeing new faces in 
the church’s growing congre-
gation.

“Missions is always lifted 
up from Sunday to Sunday,” he 
adds. “It has been such a joy.”

Giving comes naturally to Southern Maryland church

“We try to 

develop the teaching 

material in such a way 

that church members 

realize that missions 

is not just a special 

emphasis once a year; 

it’s a part of daily 

Christian life.”

— Ellen Udovich

Let’s walk through “A Great Open Door” together

We at the BCM/D believe that we 
are seeing a movement of God in 
Maryland and Delaware. He has 

set before us a “great and open door.” There 
is a stirring of God’s people in Baltimore. 
God’s people are praying for an awakening in 
Wilmington. God has opened a door for us to 
set up spiritual lighthouses in the changing 
communities of Southern Maryland, mid-
Maryland and the DelMarva. There is a 
hunger in the diverse areas of Montgomery 
and Prince George’s County. Frederick and 
points west show signs of becoming the next 
frontier of open doors for evangelism and 
ministry.

What Paul said about his work in 
Ephesus could be said equally about us, 
“A huge door of opportunity for good work has 
opened up here” (1 Cor. 16:9 The Message).

With a huge open door before us, and the 
real concern that these doors may soon close 
always with us, we need to boldly step into 
our future. The time is ripe to see our prayers 
answered. God is at work among us. 

The time to act is now!

The suggested 

dates for the  

Offerings for 

Maryland and 

Delaware Missions 

Week of Prayer is 

September 5-12, 2004.



By Aquilla Smith

SILVER SPRING, Md. — 
Have you been to Liberia or 
perhaps to Scotland? The men 
and women who attended the 
Turning Points Conference 
on Saturday, April 24, learned 
about these countries and oth-
er missions around the world 
and at home as they toured the 
Glocal Village at the Korean 
Church of Washington.

The joint meeting of the 
Turning Points Conference 
and WMU Annual Meeting 
was hosted by Pastor Samuel 
Lee and his congregation. Our 
Korean friends delighted those 
attending with a mini concert 
and worship on violin and pi-
ano by Alex and EunJoo Kwak. 
They also provided an elegant 
feast as the ladies of the church 
prepared a Korean buffet, com-

plimented with fl ower decora-
tions, which provided a lovely 
atmosphere for folks to travel 
around the world.

Each participant was given 
a passport and sent to the Glo-
cal Village for the world tour. 
Jacob and Poong Ja Shin spoke 
about the Asian countries 
they’ve worked in. Poong Ja, in 
a beautiful kimono, offered a 
tea party for each guest visit-
ing their stop. 

Segundo and Doris Mir 
presented ministry for the 
Hispanic community, offer-
ing edible treats to enjoy. The 
tour of Liberia and Senegal 
found Bertha Fahnbulleh and 
Susan Palmont sharing about 
their work and life in these 
countries. During the tour of 
Scotland, Rick Hancock and 
Robert Phillips spoke about the 
partnership BCM/D has with 

Scotland. Robert Phillips and 
helper, Howie Pleasanton, in 
authentic kilts, shared of recent 
work.

Elena Key, with Don and 
Darline Ballou, took us to 
Brazil to experience life and 
service in that country. Then 
you might whirl around to 
Dover, Del., where Jim McBride 
and friends host the Delaware 
Raceway. The members of 
BCM/D will be called on to 
provide 2,400 dozen cookies—
that’s 28,800 cookies in all—to 
be distributed this year.

Ron Blankenship, Mont-
gomery Association director of 
missions, provided a glimpse 
of ministry at home, and Carol 
Causey, with Diane Grigg, took 
folks inside national Women’s 
Missionary Union with a view 
of the different projects and 
ministries taking place around 

the world and at home.
At each stop of the Glocal 

Tour, guests received a gift 
with a reminder to pray for 
each ministry. Many of the 
tours had samples of food rep-
resented of the country they 
visited.

At the WMU Annual 
Meeting, Louanna Beacham 
was re-elected president of 
the WMU Executive Board. 
Carol Causey, WMU Missions 
Resource Center Director, 
Birmingham, Ala., led a Bible 
study from the book of John 
regarding turning points in 
our lives. Elena Key, IMB mis-
sionary to Brazil, shared how 
important it is for people to 
pray for our missionaries on a 
daily basis. 

This was the place to learn 
about missions and various op-
portunities to participate in. 

Turnings Points participants tour a Glocal village

By Joyce Jackson
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.— “How 
can we get missions into the 
DNA of the church?” asked 
Carol Causey, the WMU mis-
sion resource director. On 
April 8, she arrived at BWI air-
port with Debra 
Berry, Andrea 
Mullins, Sheryl 
Churchill and 
Caroline Jones 
from the WMU 
Birmingham 
headquarters to 
search for the 
answer to that 
question. 

The fi ve ob-
served Maryland 
churches as a 
part of “Explori-
ment.” Causey 
explained that 
the pilot project 
“Exploriment” 
sent out teams 
across the U.S. to 
gather feedback, 
insight and new ideas for 
bringing missions into every 
church.

Aquilla Smith, the BCM/D 
missions education consul-
tant, was thrilled to host an 
“Exploriment” team in our 
convention. She positioned 
each team member to see the 
greatest need and to generate 
the most impact. For this rea-
son fi ve young churches were 
chosen as host locations.

“New churches must use 
teaching times and materials 
for maximum impact,” Smith 
said. “They focus on growth 
and stability so that teaching 
about missions is not usually 
a top priority. The irony is 
that the young church owes 
its existence to mission efforts, 
while this same new church 
may not feel it is time yet to 
promote missions offerings or 
to teach about missions,” she 
said.

The fi ve WMU representa-
tives traveled to different loca-
tions, celebrating Easter with 
these young congregations.

Debra Berry saw the 
unique challenges and oppor-

tunities presented to Aaron 
Pankey as pastor of Infi nity. 
This young urban congrega-
tion ministers through cell 
groups and a dynamic multi-
cultural worship. The recent 
blockbuster, The Passion of 
Christ provided an opportu-
nity to share Jesus’ story in 

a powerful way. The church 
members purchased tickets 
for two screenings with over 
500 individuals watching. 
Infi nity’s worship reaches in-
dividuals who had not found 
the right church fi t before.

Andrea Mullins trav-
eled to the eastern shore to 
observe Daryl McCready at 
SonRise. “From commercial 
fi shermen to oil company 
owners, SonRise members are 
overfl owing in a love of God 
that results in servant evan-
gelism,” she said. “They are 
giving away their personal 
resources, their personal time 
and their personal experience 
with Jesus to reach their fami-
lies, neighbors and co-workers 
for Christ.” Mullins enjoyed 
her fi rst Maryland crab cake, 
rejoiced as one individual 
found freedom from drugs 
and another found salvation.

Sheryl Churchill paused 
at a Civil War Medicine 
Museum display describing 
Doctor Orianna Moon’s work. 
She explained to those with 
her that Orianna’s sister was 
Lottie Moon, the namesake 
for the foreign missions of-

fering. The Moon sisters 
would appreciate the minis-
try in motion that Bill Craig 
leads at Summit Trace. In 
addition to two mission trips, 
their “acts of kindness min-
istry” has given free stamps, 
reduced gas prices, provided 
ministry labeled tissues for The 

Passion of the Christ, 
and personalized 
Easter baskets for 
employees of the 
movie theater that 
provides their wor-
ship space. Craig 
adapts ministry ac-
tivities to address 
current needs. ”If a 
church has to adapt 
to its communi-
ties needs, then 
the organizations 
within the conven-
tion must change to 
meet the needs of 
its churches,” Craig 
said. 

Having spent 
14 years as a mis-
sionary in Chile 

and working with Hispanic 
church planting in the U.S., 
Caroline Jones already under-
stood the nuances of building 
Hispanic ministries. Her host, 
Jorge Fonseca, brought her 
along in his offi ce on wheels 
with travel time doubling as 
prayer time. His prayer was 
frequently 
interrupted 
by a greet-
ing on the 
cell phone, 
“Pastor!” 
The phone 
is his life 
line to his 
congrega-
tion, Iglesia 
Cristiana 
de Colum-
bia. New 
contacts are wary of sharing 
their current address or sur-
name so they depend on cell 
phone communication. 

Jones said, “If we do not 
engage the next generation, we 
will never reach them. I saw 
the future of Hispanic church-
es in the face of Cristopher, a 
beautiful little boy.” She also 

saw hope kindled as Fonseca 
knelt beside the hospital bed of 
a young victim of domestic vio-
lence. “Even though I did not 
know you, God has known you 
all of your life…” Fonseca said.

 Carol Causey met Cross-
way International Community 
at Pastor Gideon Gaitano’s 
home for Thursday night care 
group. The church name was 
the perfect fi t for the ethnically 
diverse and mobile community 
of Owings Mills. After a prayer 
tour of the area, Causey helped 
load a rented truck with chairs, 
music stands, sound equip-
ment and kitchen items for 
Sunday worship. Easter morn-
ing members shared an IHOP 
breakfast before worship at a 
nearby park. Causey said, “The 
weather was damp and cold, 
but the worship and fellowship 
was warm and inviting.” 

Causey explained how 
the team’s experiences would 
impact the WMU, “The WMU 
exists to challenge Christians 
to believe, to understand and 
to be radically involved in the 
mission of God. ‘Exploriment’ 
will assist us in fi nding new 
ways to activate the mission of 
God within the church.”  

Causey continued, “We 
have arguably the best mis-
sions organization in the U.S. 
and in the world. Yet at times 
it is the best kept secret in our 

churches. 
The mis-
sions that 
gave these 
churches 
life can keep 
these church-
es alive as 
people un-
derstand that 
each church 
can have lo-
cal and glob-
al impact.  It 

can literally reach around the 
neighborhood, the nation or 
around the world.  Each can 
participate in changing lives 
eternally.” She said, “This is not 
about a program. It is about the 
future, the future of WMU, the 
future of the local church and 
the future of the lost around 
the world.” 

“Exploriment” seeks fresh approach 

to missions education

“We have 

arguably the 

best missions 

organization in 

the U.S. and in 

the world. Yet 

at times it is the 

best kept secret in 

our churches. The 

missions that gave 

these churches 

life can keep these 

churches alive as 

people understand 

that each church 

can have local and 

global impact.”

— Carol Causey (From left to right) Carol Causey, Caroline Jones, Andrea 

Mullins, Debra Berry and Sheryl Churchill came from the 

WMU headquarters to be part of a pilot project called 

“Exploriment.” 

Jorge Fonseca ministers to Selena, a 

young woman in the hospital.
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Consultant for 
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Bob Gerstmyer

BFCS Executive Director

For more information 
about BFCS, or to ask 
questions or comment 

on articles on this page, 
please call BFCS 
Public Relations 

Associate, Tim Durkin 
(410) 872-1050 ext. 143 

Baptist Family and 

Children’s Services  
7175 Columbia 

Gateway Dr., Suite F 
Columbia, MD 21046

Phone: 
(410) 872-1050    
(800) 621-8834 

Fax: 
(410) 872-1047 

E-mail: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org
Online: 

www.baptistfamily.org

Would you like to be on 
our e-mail list? 

Send a message to: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org

24-hour crisis hotline available July 6
By Colleen Dougherty

Previous BaptistLIFE 
articles have told you 
that the Good Samari-

tan Network (GSN) is placing 
particular emphasis on its 
Crisis Response Service. More 
specifically, we realize that the 
unpredictable nature of a crisis 
does not fit the predictable 
working hours of an organiza-
tion. 

In response to the 24-hour 
nature of a crisis, GSN will be-
gin operating a 24-hour Crisis 
Response Hotline for pastors 
and church staff. Baptist Fami-
ly is in the process of notifying 
churches of the new hotline 
number.

The 24-hour hotline will be 
officially up and running on 
July 6, 2004, and will be avail-
able to all pastors and church 
staff throughout Maryland and 
Delaware. Often times, church 
leaders are called upon when a 
member or family in their con-
gregation is in crisis. The goal 
of our Crisis Response Hotline 
is to provide support, consulta-
tion and guidance to church 
leaders as they are intervening 
in that crisis. 

The hotline will be staffed 
by GSN outreach managers, 
who are trained to help the 
pastor or other church staff 
through the crisis, to equip 
them with crisis intervention 
strategies, to consult with them 
around issues of safety plan-
ning and to provide them with 
emergency contact resources in 

their local community. 
The hotline is only one 

piece of the total package 
of services that GSN offers 
to churches in Maryland, 
Delaware and beyond. Our re-
sponse to crises is best laid out 
as follows:

1)  The Crisis hotline helps 
a pastor and church staff re-
spond to a family in acute 
need.

2)  A 30-day period of in-
tense work by GSN staff to as-
sess the underlying problems 
causing the crisis and to ensure 
the client/family’s safety.

3)  A further 12-week pe-
riod of work with the client/
family to set and achieve goals 
to correct any problems and 
encourage stability. A team of 
volunteers and professionals 
would participate in this effort.

4)  Then up to 12 months of 
less-intense aftercare, to ensure 
that a client/family continues 
to make progress.

Since 1920, Baptist Family 
& Children’s Services has been 
committed to the mission of 
giving kids and families a new 
start. Throughout our 84-year 
history, we have learned, from 
countless professional and 
personal experiences, that the 
need for a new start is often 
precipitated by a crisis. 

While each crisis cultivates 
its own set of unique challeng-
es and tragedies, many share 
in the universal nature of the 
kinds of suffering that ensue. 
In very broad terms, a crisis, by 
nature, is a precipitating event 

that causes tremendous emo-
tional, physical, financial and 
spiritual strain on a family or 
an individual. Knowing what 
a crisis is, the question then 
becomes, how do we ease the 
suffering?

As an agency of faith, 
BFCS uses its talents, not only 
to reach out to the poor (and 
the poor in spirit), but to reach 
out to the pastors, church lead-
ership and congregations that 
wish to do the same. In our ef-
forts to do so, we have refined 
our knowledge, expertise and 
services in a variety of pro-
grams: CHOSEN Therapeutic 
Foster Care, Baptist Family 
Counseling Service, McCor-
mick Family Life Institute, and 
the Good Samaritan Network 
(GSN). 

Given that the nature of 
crises can vary, it would be 
nearly impossible to create an 
exhaustive list of every poten-
tial crisis. We recommend that 
pastors and church staff call 
us even if they are unsure if a 
family in trouble is in “crisis” 
or not.  However, the following 
are examples of situations that 
definitely merit a call to the 
Crisis Response Hotline:

• Reports of physical, sex-
ual, or emotional abuse and/or 
neglect

• Domestic violence
• Alcohol or other drug 

abuse
• Psychiatric hospitaliza-

tions
GSN is committed to be-

ing a resource to your church 

and its leadership. Indeed, 
from experience, we know that 
families in crisis respond best 
to help offered in the context of 
the church family. Therefore, 
church leadership involvement 
is a must. In addition to calling 
the hotline, pastors and other 
church staff can refer church 
members to GSN, to determine 
their eligibility for our ser-
vices. Furthermore, GSN staff 
is equipped to provide consul-
tation to churches on broader 
issues affecting their congrega-
tions.

The phone number for the 
Crisis Response Service hotline 
will be distributed to pastors 
by July 6, 2004. Currently, GSN 
is taking referrals during busi-
ness hours, Monday through 
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. To 
make a referral, please call Col-
leen Dougherty, GSN Director, 
at (410) 872-1050, x118.

By Tim Durkin

Each year in mid-May, a 
Baptist family staffer sits down 
to write a heartfelt article for the 
June edition of BaptistLIFE, 
thanking churches for taking 
an offering to support our min-
istries.

This year, we at Baptist 
Family are going to let our cli-
ents–the people who directly 
benefit from your donations–do 
the thanking for us.

We are lucky that so many 
of our clients take the time to 
reflect on how we served them 

and offer us thanks in return.  
The following are a few excerpts 
from thank-you notes and cards 
we have received in the past 
month.

Very recently, we provided 
financial assistance to a woman 
who was at risk of losing her 
home.  

She writes: “I am writing to 
thank you. A check just arrived 
to pay half of my rent. Even 
though I knew the money was 
on its way, I have been a wreck.  
Twelve months ago I lost my 
home, and I was afraid it was 
about to happen again.

“The way you have shown 
God’s love is very much ap-
preciated and I ask God to bless 
you. I would also like to thank 
Shawnee Huff,” one of Baptist 
Family’s staff, “for her quick 
help and compassionate spirit.”

We continue to work with 
this woman to help her not only 
financially, in the short term, 
but also to provide her with a 
more stable plan for her life, and 
her family’s life, going forward.

Another family, which we 
helped through a period of 
young-adult behavior issues, 
writes: “Thank you so much 

for all of your time and effort 
for the Family & Friends Sup-
port Meeting you planned and 
did for us…You have been so 
helpful during a very difficult 
time for our family. There aren’t 
enough thank-you’s or the right 
words to tell you how grateful 
and appreciative we are.”

These thanks more ap-
propriately belong to you, the 
people who support Baptist 
Family through prayer and do-
nation. Please accept the sincer-
est thanks of our staff and trust-
ees, as well as the people whose 
lives you have changed.

Thank you for your Mother’s Day support!

Reprinted in BaptistLIFE with special permission of Bil Keane.

THE FAMILY CIRCUS® by Bil Keane

Reel Advice 
with Kevin Neece

Harry Potter and the Prisoner of 
Azkaban has just hit theatres, 
but should your little ones 
be in the front row? Find out 
in Reel Advice, a film guide 
for parents. Also, get the 
scoop on Mandy Moore’s new 
movie, Saved! and the gothic 
adventure Van Helsing. Visit 
www.baptistlifeonline.org for 
the full reviews!
 

Kevin C. Neece lives in 
Fort Worth, Texas, with his wife 

Melissa. Feel free to E-mail him at 
kevin_c_neece@yahoo.com
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ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
FOR FAMILY MINISTRY 
— Faith Baptist Church, Glen 
Burnie, has an opening for 
a part time (20 hours/week) 
Associate Pastor for Family 
Ministry. Applicants should 
preferably be ordained. Duties 
include hospital, nursing home 
and shut-in visitation; as well 
as developing and involving 
deacons in deacon care min-
istry. Interested individuals 
should send resumes to Faith 
Baptist Church, 7378 Furnace 
Branch Road, Glen Burnie, MD 
21060, or fax Search Commit-
tee at (410) 761-5672, by June 30, 
2004.

MINISTER OF MUSIC 
— Resumes are being accepted 
for a part-time Minister of Mu-
sic for a multi-racial church. 
For further information, con-
tact: The Music Committee, 
United Baptist Church, 7701 
Riverdale Rd., New Carroll-
ton, MD 20784, (301) 577-0061, 
www.unitedbaptist.org. 

MINISTER OF 
CHILDREN — LakeRidge 
Baptist Church seeks a part-
time Minister of Children. 

Appropriate education & 
experience. Responsible for 
children’s ministries ranging 
from birth through grade 
5. Send resumes by June 9 
to: Chairman of Personnel 
Committee LakeRidge Baptist 
Church, 12450 Clipper Dr., 
Woodbridge, VA 22192, or fax 
to (703) 491-7219. For more 
information, call (703) 494-
8413.

OUTDOOR SUMMER 
CONCERT and drama with 
the awesome TNL Praise Band. 
June 12, 2004, 4:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
(band at 6 p.m.) sponsored by 
the Bayside Baptist Church, 
3009 Chesapeake Beach Road 
(Rt. 260), Chesapeake Beach, 
MD (1 mi from the bay).  Great 
food, fun, and wonderful fel-
lowship. Benefi t for Youth 
Group summer camp. Dona-
tions appreciated. (410) 257-
0712.

NEED HELP WITH 
THAT NEXT SPECIAL 
EVENT? — Call (302) 234-
0447 for exceptional service & 
consultation. We offer a full 
line of promotional products & 

services. Call today for an ap-
pointment to see our Inspira-
tional Appointment Calendar 
& receive 15% off your new 
calendar order. Call or e-mail 
us for your FREE catalog! 
Paul R. Stambaugh, Sr., Ac-
count Executive (302) 234-0447, 
Lee Wayne Corporation (302) 
234-0447, Cell (302) 528-5582 
prslw@comcast.net http://
paulstambaugh.leewaynecatal
og.com.

FREE PRESCHOOL/
CHILDREN’S FURNITURE 
— Seven 48” round tables, 
thirty 14” chairs, several 
wooden storage containers on 
wheels. A screen fl ex in good 
condition. If interested, contact 
Burtonsville Church at (301) 
421-9080.

USED VAN WANTED 
— A new church plant, Dis-

ciples Fellowship Interna-
tional, in Gaithersburg, Md., 
is looking for a used van. You 
can donate or sell to us at low 
price. Call Rev. Paul Mulani 
at (240) 286-9523 or email: 
nzosh2002@yahoo.com. 

LIN WALLBERG, SOLO 
HANDBELLS — Available 
for concerts, worship services, 
clinics, weddings, etc. Add the 
beautiful touch of handbells 
to your special occasion. Con-
tact: Lin Wallberg  website: 
BellSolos.com Phone: (301) 586-
0317 E-mail: Lin@bellsolos.com.

RETREAT TO THE 
OCEAN—The Baptist Retreat 
Center in Ocean City is avail-
able for Fall – Spring Retreats. 
We can accommodate groups 
as large as 65. For more info. 
call (410) 289-6573 or check 
hhtp:\\www.OCBaptist.org.

Employment

Miscellaneous

MAIL, E-MAIL, 

OR FAX YOUR AD 

– Deadlines are the 

second Friday of each 

month for the 

following month’s 

issue. Classified 

advertising is 75 cents 

per word ($18.00 

minimum) for BCM/D 

churches and church 

members; 85 cents 

per word ($20.00 

minimum) for non-

profit organizations; 

and 95 cents per word 

($25.00 minimum) 

for commercial 

organizations. Word 

count does not 

include words with 

two letters or less. 

Contact us for display 

ad pricing. 

To Place an Ad

ARBUTUS 
REFRIGERATION

&
FOOD SERVICE EQUIPMENT

3635 Benson Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21227

410-525-3100
Fax: 410-525-3185

Serves:
• Churches  • Schools
• Banquet halls • Fellowship halls

Provides:
• Designing and planning
• Commercial refrigeration sales & service
• Ice machines
• Beverage systems
• Commercial restaurant equipment

Contact: Len Wickham
(443) 677-4191

Volunteers needed to assist with ministry to 
over 6,000 young people participating in sporting 
events throughout the City of Wilmington, July 21-
August 9.

Consider bringing a team from your church for 
a one-day mission project.

Contact the Delaware Association at (302) 741-
2488 or at delbaptassn@juno.com. 

Wilmington Games 

July 21-August 9, 2004

Experience Excellence
Award Winning Construction Firm

Serving the Mid-Atlantic 
Faith-Based Community for 23 years

Information: Bruce Rogers (410) 882-0303 x133
brogers@harborviewcontractors.com

 www.harborviewcontractors.com

new construction • renovations • budgeting • design/build

We charge only when we build
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