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By Shannon Baker
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. — In 
the same month our nation 
celebrates its rich heritage and 
leadership, Maryland/Dela-
ware Baptists have cause for 
their own celebration – the 
ten year anniversary of David 
and Sherry Lee’s ministry 
at the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware.

In their decade of ministry 
at the multi-state convention, 
Lee, BCM/D’s executive direc-
tor, and his wife, Sherry, full-
time volunteer consultant for 
ministers’ wives and families, 
have carried big dreams for 
Maryland/Delaware churches. 

In addition to planting 
disciple-making churches, 
strengthening existing congre-
gations and developing and 
supporting church leaders, the 
convention’s top leader says 
more than anything else, he 
wants “to be a part of a mighty 
movement of God in this re-
gion.” 

 “I want to enable 
Maryland/Delaware Baptists 
to connect hands and hearts 
to the mission fi eld,” he adds. 
“And I want to help lay a 
solid and substantial fi nancial 

foundation that will ensure en-
hanced ministry growth until 
Jesus returns.”

He summarizes, “I want 
us to be a Great Commission 
people from the pulpit to the 
pew. The single greatest chal-
lenge before us is casting this 
vision to the generations that 
will follow us.”

Lee admits, “God has so 
wired me that I will probably 

never be satisfi ed until I get to 
Heaven. I do, however, see God 
moving in each of our strategic 
initiatives.”

Succeeding Charles Barnes 
as executive director of the 
multi-state convention in May 
2000, Lee fi rst served as direc-
tor for the convention’s church 
growth and service division, 
director of strategic planning 
and BCM/D consultant for 

church growth strategies, min-
ister support and preaching.

A former Mississippi pas-
tor and director of ministries 
for the Jackson County (Miss.) 
Association of Pascagoula, Lee 
came to Maryland to serve as 
pastor of Faith Church, Glen 
Burnie, from 1988-1994 before 
serving at the state convention.

David and Sherry Lee reflect 
on 10 years of BCM/D service

continued on page five

Messengers keep SBC name, hear from 

President Bush in Indianapolis

By Michael Foust 

INDIANAPOLIS (BP)—
Southern Baptists declined to 
consider a new name for the 
denomination, pulled out of the 
Baptist World Alliance, rejected 
a much-publicized education 
proposal and heard a speech 
from President Bush during 
their June 15-16 annual meeting.

The meeting was the 25th 
anniversary of the 1979 Hous-
ton meeting, which launched a 
movement now known as the 
conservative resurgence that 
returned the convention to its 
biblical, historical roots. At the 
1979 convention Adrian Rogers 
was elected president, launch-
ing a still unbroken string of 
conservative presidents.

“The heroes of the conser-
vative resurgence are not those 
people whose names you know, 
but those who have come sacri-

fi cially to the conventions and 
voted their convictions and said 
the Word of God is going to be 
glorifi ed among Southern Bap-
tists,” said retired Texas judge, 
Paul Pressler, a leader in the 
resurgence. 

President Bush addressed 
messengers via satellite from 
the White House, reaffi rming 
his pro-life stance and his sup-
port for a Federal Marriage 
Amendment. Touching on the 
embryonic stem cell debate 
without mentioning it by name, 
Bush said that life “is a creation 
of God, not a commodity to 
be exploited by man.” Bush 
received one of the loudest 
ovations for his statement of 
support for a Federal Marriage 
Amendment.

“The union of a man and 
woman is the most enduring 
human institution, honored 
and encouraged in all cultures 
and by every religious faith,” 
he said. “And government, by 
strengthening and protecting 
marriage, serves the interests of 
all.”

Messengers elected a new 
president – Florida pastor Bobby 

Welch – and also tackled a 
handful of controversial issues.

They passed a resolution 
supporting a Federal Marriage 
Amendment but declined to 
take sides in an education con-
troversy that gained steam lead-
ing up to the convention. A res-
olution that called on Southern 
Baptists to pull their children 
out of public schools did not 
make it out of the Resolutions 
Committee, and messengers 
subsequently defeated a related 
amendment.

Registration totaled 8,600 
messengers, including 4,709 
who registered online. Last year, 
some 3,000 messengers regis-
tered online.

Committee on Nominations
Seventy Southern Baptists, 

two from each of the 35 state or 
regional Baptist conventions, 
were named to serve on the 
Committee on Committees by 
outgoing SBC president, Jack 
Graham.

The principle responsibility 
of the Committee on Commit-
tees is to nominate members 
of the Committee on Nomina-

tions, which in turn, nominates 
trustees to serve on the various 
national entities of the SBC. 

Graham appointed Stuart 
Bell, pastor of First Church, 
Centerton, Ark., as committee 
chairman.

The following committee 
members were elected from 
Maryland/Delaware – William 
Crowe, South Columbia Church, 
Columbia, Md., and Tom Ste-
vens, Faith Church, Laurel, Md.

Other committees, boards, 
seminary and ERLC nominees 
from Maryland/Delaware

Robert J. Anderson, senior 
pastor of Colonial Church, 
Randallstown, Md., replaced 
Michael L. Trammell, Mt. Airy, 
Md., on the Executive Commit-
tee with term to expire in 2008. 
Richard J. (Dick) Sweetman, 
Dunkirk, Md., was nominated 
for a second term.

William M. Talbott, lay-
person and member of White 
Marsh Church, Perry Hall, Md., 
replaced Cheryl L. Robinson, 
Bel Air, Md., as a trustee of 
LifeWay Christian Resources.

continued on page nine
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I hope that the title of this ar-
ticle pulled you in. Of course 
God is never unavailable. But 

sometimes it just seems that way. 
In John 11, we see the story 

surrounding the death of His 
friend, Lazarus. It’s interesting to 
me that when Mary and Martha 
made a request of Jesus to come, 
He delayed for two days. From 
their perspective, Jesus didn’t re-
spond instantly to their request. 
Instead He waited. I’m sure those 
were a very long two days to 
Mary and Martha. In fact, when 
Jesus did arrive on the scene, 
Martha chided Him for His fail-
ing to respond (to her timetable, 
of course).

It seems to me, that in 
twenty-fi rst century America, we 
are much like Martha. We are so 
used to getting what we want 

without delay. In fact, we seem 
to be a culture that no longer 
knows how to defer gratifi cation 
for virtually anything. We want 
what we want and we want it 
now!

I have come to realize that 
Americans know very little 
about suffering. We are often 
surprised by it. In other parts of 
the world, it’s not a question of 
“if” you suffer, but “when” and 
“how much.”

In a recent interview about 
her new book entitled Why: 
Trusting God When You Don’t 
Understand, Anne Graham Lotz 
said, “From God’s perspective, 
there’s a whole lot more to life 
than being healthy, and wealthy, 
and happy, and prosperous, and 
problem free, and comfortable, 
and having our problems solved 

and our prayers answered when 
we want them solved. The point 
is that suffering gives us the op-
portunity to not only know God 
in a deep way, but display His 
character in and through our 
lives to other people in such a 
way that they will want to know 
Him.” She is so right!

Later in John 11, Jesus gives 
us the rationale for why He de-
layed. He told His disciples, “For 
your sakes, I am glad I wasn’t there, 
because this will give you another 
opportunity to believe in me.”

Let’s face it…none of us 
likes to suffer. But it is common 
to all of us. And when suffering 
comes, it is designed to strength-
en our faith and to be a platform 
to refl ect the glory of God to all 
who watch us suffer…those who 
believe and those who don’t yet 

believe. Either way, there is a 
transcendent principle in play…
God is always at work, even 
when we don’t have the sensa-
tion that He is.

In I Peter 4:12, it says, 
“...don’t be surprised at the fi ery 
trials you are going through, as if 
something strange were happening 
to you. Instead be very glad because 
these trials will make you partners 
with Christ in His suffering, and 
afterward you will have the wonder-
ful joy of sharing His glory when it 
is displayed to all the world.”

Show folks that your faith in 
God is not just of the fair-weath-
er variety. They are watching to 
see if it really works in your life 
through it all! In the words of 
the contemporary songwriter, 
“When you can’t trace His hand…
trust His heart!”

What do you do when God seems unavailable?

Thank you, Maryland/
Delaware Baptists! July 
marks ten years that I 

have enjoyed the privilege of 
serving as part of your Baptist 
Center Staff. 

Thank you for your vi-

sion. Maryland/Delaware Bap-
tists are a forward-looking and 
bold-thinking people who are 
not afraid to dream big dreams 
with God.

Thank you for the privilege 

of working with a great team of 
sharp and committed disciples. 
The members of the Baptist Cen-
ter family are impact players in 
the truest sense of that word!

Thank you for the freedom 

to try new things. Many have 
worked. Some have not. Where 
things have worked, we are seek-
ing to make them better. Where 
things have not worked, we have 

learned valuable lessons. 
Thank you for your 

prayers. I know that some of 
you lift this staff and me up to 
the Lord on a regular basis. We 
have learned that our greatest re-
source is the power of God’s Holy 
Spirit. You tap that power, not by 
strategy, program or process. You 
connect only through prayer.

Thank you for your faith-

ful giving. Many of you are 

sacrifi cial in your giving. I renew 
my pledge to you that we will 
seek to be faithful stewards of 
those resources as we assist in 
planting churches, developing 
congregations, developing and 
supporting leaders, and involv-
ing Maryland/Delaware Baptists 
in missions.

I look forward to serving you 
through our continued partner-
ship in the gospel.

Thank you for the privilege of serving you 10 years

Sometime before sunrise 
on September 29, 1983, 
somewhere in St. Agnes 

Hospital in Baltimore, some-
one showed me the way home. 
Our fi rst son had been born 
after midnight. Disoriented 
and tired, I lost my way to the 
emergency room exit that led to 
the parking lot. I will never for-
get how refreshing it felt when 
one of the Catholic sisters at St. 
Agnes offered to lead me to the 
door. Her attitude and smile ex-
pressed compassion and confi -
dence. This lady knew the way! 
Within seconds I was walking 
across the pavement toward my 
car. 

When Thomas seemed con-
fused about his future, Jesus 
assured him that He could sup-
ply directions he needed: “I am 
the way, the truth and the life. No 
one can come to the Father except 
through me” (John 14:6 NLT).

The heart of our churches 
this summer beats with the ac-
tivity of mission trips, Vacation 
Bible Schools, servant evange-
lism projects and resort minis-
tries. We are more intentional, 
more focused, on interacting 

with children and students who 
are looking for someone who 
knows the way home – home to 
the Father! I love the energy, for 
example, that jumps around our 
campus during Vacation Bible 
School in July. In one week of 
VBS, children receive as much 
as ten hours of learning directly 
related to the personal invita-
tion of our Savior. We see simi-
lar enthusiasm in week-long 
mission trips that point people 
to the way home.  

During July and August 
look for ways to assist your 
church in guiding lost people 
to the Father. Your personal 
involvement in the mission of 
your church can raise the level 
of compassion and confi dence 
that lost people in your com-
munity will experience. As they 
search for direction, your smile 
and genuine interest in their life 
will be used by the Holy Spirit 
to start connecting them with 
the ONE who is the way home.

Simple conversations about 
their job, grandchildren, inter-
ests, vacation or prayer con-
cerns can be the connection that 
makes an eternal difference.

This summer, show 
someone the way home

a training event in three dimensions!
presented by the Arundel Baptist Association and 

the Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware

Interact: 3-D Ministry
formerly known as 

“Impact Night” 

September 27, 6 PM  
Faith  Baptist Church  

Glen Burnie, MD

visit us online at www.yourbcmd.org/interact for more information!

Interact is a unique lecture-free event 
dedicated to you–the church leader. 

This isn’t an “I talk, you listen” seminar...it’s an 
ongoing relationship with our leaders who are 
available for you to contact before, during and 
after the event to ensure your needs are met. 

Interact: 3-D Ministry begins...right now!
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Arundel Association

Youth from First Church, 
Crofton, have been busy for 
several days over the past few 
months serving dinners to fam-
ilies at Sarah’s House, a home-
less shelter near Fort Meade.

The teens will have a white 
water rafting adventure later 
this month.

Recently the youth earned 
over $2,000 by sponsoring a 
craft fair.

Church members will host 
Vacation Bible School, July 12-
16. The theme is “Cross + Train-
ing” featuring Bible lessons 
taught along with basketball, 
baseball, volleyball and soccer.

North Arundel Church, 
Glen Burnie, is the parent 
church of a new plant, New 
Life Church. New Life meets at 
an apartment building in Glen 
Burnie. Tom Robusto is the 
church planter. Robusto said he 
and his wife Cathy and other 
members are busy with com-
munity surveys, meeting peo-
ple in the community and do-
ing children’s outreach. They’ve 
had three children’s events. 
Eighty-seven people attended 
New Life’s fi rst coffeehouse.

Severn Church will collect 
school supplies throughout the 
summer for children at Meade 
Village Headstart and for chil-
dren at Bokkelen Elementary 
School.

The church’s women’s 
ministry has quilting, craft and 
scrap booking nights and re-
cently hosted a women2woman 
movie night followed by a stop 
at a fast food restaurant for an 
after movie snack.

Baltimore Association
 

First Church, Dundalk, 
had its annual “Wonderful 
Wednesdays” in June. Each 
week, members met for a picnic 
style dinner, followed by a short 
prayer meeting, then a worship 
service featuring a different 
musician each night.

This month the church will 
have God and Country Day, an 
old fashioned hymn sing, the 
annual “Celebrate Jesus” festi-
val and Vacation Bible School. 

Seniors from North Point 
Church, Baltimore, recently 
went to Westminster to pick 
strawberries and cherries.

Parkville Church, Balti-
more, had its annual strawber-
ry festival last month. Members 
and friends brought their favor-
ite strawberry treats to share. 
Later in the evening, everyone 
gathered for a concert by the 
Oak Grove Quartet.

Peninsula Church, Bal-
timore, had an eight-year re-
union dinner on June 13. The 
church was constituted in 1991 
and met in a fi re hall on Turkey 
Point Road prior to moving to 
the building they’re in at 222 
Carroll Island Road in 1996. 

The dinner celebration in-
cluded a time of refl ecting and 
enjoying memories, as well as 
looking to the future of Penin-
sula Church.

Men from Riverside 
Church, Baltimore, recently 
had a banquet for the ladies. 

Church member, Barbara 
Edwards, said, “We were treat-
ed to a dinner that would make 
Emeral nervous – tender pork 
medallions covered with apple 
and onion slices, petite chicken 
breasts under a blanket of 
mango and sweet pepper sauce 

…accompanied by fresh green 
beans and clouds of mashed 
potatoes. The sherbet punch 
fl owed freely along with tea 
and coffee. Dessert was a puff 
of angel food cake bejeweled 
with sliced strawberries.

“During the meal we were 
entertained by the sweet soft 
sounds of jazz played by our 
own Matt Reese on his sax.”

Edwards said Reese gave a 
mini concert after dinner on the 
organ, piano and fi ddle. Three 
ladies from the church gave 
presentations of their personal 
understanding of the fruits of 
the spirit.

Second and Fourth 
Church, Baltimore, wrapped 
up its annual basketball league. 
Twenty-four teams from eight 
different churches participated. 

The church had a picnic 
and kite fl ying party at Rocky 
Gap State Park. The church sup-
plied the kites.

Blue Ridge Association

Youth from Paramount 
Church, Hagerstown, played 
putt-putt, then went for ice 
cream afterwards as a fun fel-
lowship.

Pleasant Valley Church, 
Rohrersville, has arranged for 
group pricing and charter bus 
transportation to the Gaither 
Homecoming in Fairfax, Va., 
on Oct. 29. The bus will leave 
Pleasant Valley at 5:15 PM and 
return at approx. 1 a.m. Lower 
reserved seat pricing is $27 per 
person. Bus transportation is 
$10 per person and will be col-
lected the night of the event. 
For more information, email 
webmaster@PVBC1.org as soon 
as possible with seating re-
quests or for more information. 

Delaware Association

Delaware Baptist Race-
way Ministry ministered to 
hundreds of NASCAR fans 
in the rain and mud at Dover 
International Speedway June 
4-6. In addition to their nor-
mal activities, the volunteers 
launched a new servant evan-
gelism emphasis by placing a 
“Hand Sanitation Station” next 
to the porta-potties. This all 
came about because Daphne, 
wife of Delaware’s director of 
missions, Jim McBride, noticed 
people were looking for a place 
to clean their hands. Raceway 
ministry volunteer Rob Billings, 
also pastor of Delaware Interna-
tional Community Church and 
Boy Scout leader at Ogletown 
Church, took on the “Hand 
Sanitation Station” project. With 
assistance from some of his Boy 
Scouts, he built a unit that held 
bags of liquid soap donated by 
Purell. 

It was a wet day for kids 
who attended the “Bring-a-Kid 
to the Races” day last month, 
sponsored by the Delaware 
Baptist Raceway Ministry. 
Races had to be postponed, but 
the kids still enjoyed hearing 
Christian comedian/dramatic 
artist Barry Gee and music art-
ist David Moody.

Though the Friday and 
Saturday night concerts were 
cancelled, one hundred twenty 
people came to the chapel 
services and there were two 
professions of faith. Ministry 
volunteers distributed 4,000 
ministry packets, 2,200 dozen 
cookies and 832 sausage and 
ham biscuits. 

Churches and individuals 
throughout BCM/D churches 
donated cookies. Volunteers 
met at 2:45 a.m. to make sau-
sage biscuits at First Southern 
Church, Dover, then packed 
them in insulated carriers and 
took them to the track to give to 
race fans and security person-
nel. 

The next raceway minis-
try program is in September. 
Activities will include a ladies 
brunch and kids’ pinewood 
derby.

Youth from Hockessin 
Church recently had a video 
scavenger hunt. 

Eastern Association

First Church, Easton, sup-
ports the Salisbury Christian 
Food Shelter, supplying food, 
hygiene products and cleaning 
supplies.

Members are participat-
ing in a Mexico mission trip on 
August 7-14. The team will be 
working on crafts for a Vacation 
Bible School program. 

Eastern Association part-
nered with Facius Alfreide, pas-
tor of First Haitian Church of 
Williamsburg, Seaford, Del., 
to allow him to take a trip to 
St. Thomas to survey the need 
and potential help for starting 
a church there. While in St. 
Thomas, Alfreide led several 
people to make a commitment 
to Christ and gave away New 
Testaments in Creole. There is 
currently no Baptist church on 
the island.

Spence Church, Snow 
Hill, will have “teen week” July 
25-30. Throughout the week, 
youth will participate in differ-
ent games and events including 
a cookout, canoeing, miniature 
golf, karaoke, a progressive din-
ner, a cookout and mud games. 

They’ll also do some work 
service projects throughout the 
community. 

The church will also host a 
children’s music camp in July. 
In August, they’ll have Vacation 
Bible School, using the Son-
Games curriculum.

Members of Spence Church 
meet on the fi rst and third 
Monday of each month to visit 
members who are shut in, ill or 
need some encouragement.

Mid-Maryland Association

Forest Christian Fellow-
ship, Upperco, had a parent’s 
night out last month. The chil-
dren ate hot dogs and popcorn 
and watched movies while the 
parents had some break time 
for themselves. 

Sam Gray is the new wor-
ship pastor of the church. Gray 

formerly served at Immanuel 
Church, Baltimore. 

The church will have a 
community picnic this month 
complete with relay races and 
homemade ice cream.

Linthicum Church is plan-
ning a mission trip to Prince 
Edward Island, Canada, in early 
August. The church will work 
with the Community Church 
in Charlottetown, conducting 
FAITH clinics and backyard 
Bible clubs.

During the last mission 
trip, the Linthicum team helped 
establish a new church at Sum-
merside in the Acadian “Region 
Evangeline,” conducing out-
reach and Backyard Bible Clubs 
at a former Royal Canadian Air 
Force Base housing area.  

The church hosts a Youth 
for Christ middle school Cam-
pus Life group each Saturday 
night. 

Members of Linthicum 
have a “lunch bunch,” a Tues-
day Bible study/fellowship 
lunch group begun by Lyn 
O’Berry, pastor. In addition to 
weekly get-togethers, the group 
hosts day trips, recently going 
to Mount Vernon, Williamsburg 
and Harpers Ferry.

Linthicum Church has 
been assisting the Helping Up 
Mission in downtown Balti-
more. The church supplied the 
ministry with 200 new Baptist 
Hymnals. The church also 
provided 100 folding chairs to 
a new church plant and small 
folding chairs to three churches 
in need of them for children’s 
ministries. The music ministry 
provided 30 choir robes for a 
sister church in Baltimore. 

Northwest Church, Reis-
terstown, hosted a Bible day 
camp at Hannah Moore School. 
The week long free camp fea-
tured art, theater, sports and 

computer fun, all backed with 
strong spiritual teaching. The 
church’s youth launched a new 
puppet ministry at the day 
camp. 

Teens are busy raising 
money for a mission trip to 
Mississippi in August. They’re 
renting some of their services 
to members – house cleaning, 
landscape work and babysit-
ting. 

Montgomery Association

Kensington Church is 
supporting missionaries min-
istering to Iranian and Afghani 
immigrants and refugees. 
Members are collecting NIV 
Bibles, picture frames, towels, 
washcloths, sheets and pillow-
cases and manila envelopes to 
send to the missionaries. 

continued on page four

Update on 1995-

2000 BCM/D 

partnership with 

Moldova

Several people, 

including Mal Utleye, 

pastor of Hockessin 

Church have been 

working with some 

of the Moldovian 

pastors...visit us 

online for the 

complete update!

Children’s Choir Workshop 
October 30 • 9:30am-4:30pm • The Baptist Center, Columbia, MD

If you’re thinking about starting a children’s choir or if you already have one, 
this workshop will give you fresh ideas and new energy to impact the lives 
of the children in your church through the gift of music. 

For all leaders and assistants who work with children’s choir from pre-school through 
grade 6. Led by James and Mary Delaine Allcock, nationally respected experts on 
Children’s Music Ministry and former staff of the Baptist Convention of MD/DE

Please make your reservation by September 30. Call Cindy Harper at (800) 

only $25

(with lunch)!

Arundel

Baltimore

Blue Ridge

Eastern

Delaware

Mid-Maryland
Montgomery
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Potomac Association

Potomac Heights Church, 
Indianhead, hosted Seth Con-
drey in concert at a local fi re-
house. The concert kicked off 
the church’s “Spectacular Sum-
mer with the Savior.”

BCM/D consultant, Rick 
Hancock, was the guest speaker 
for Father’s Day. 

A team from Potomac 
Heights participated in an 
American Cancer Society walk 
for life. The team’s goal was 
$2,000.

Prince George’s Associat

The seniors “Jolly Timer’s” 
group at Whitehall Church, 
Accokeek, met recently for a 
“mystery trip.” Members met 
ready to go – without knowing 
where they were headed. 

The choir recently present-
ed the musical “We Hold These 
Truths,” a patriotic Biblically-
based musical.

Susquehanna Association

Calvary Church, Bel Air, 
has a summer day camp for 
kids on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 9 a.m. to noon.

The church will sponsor 
a booth at this year’s Harford 
County Fair. 

Youth from First Church, 
North East, are participating 
in a mission trip to Ocean City 
from July 31-August 7. 

Earlier this month, the 
teens went fi shing together. 
On August 28, they’ll see the 
Aberdeen Ironbirds take on the 
Williamsport Crosscutters, fol-
lowed by a fi reworks show.

Women from North East 
recently hosted a baby shower 
for the Cecil County Pregnancy 
Center in Elkton.

A mission team from North 
Harford Church, Jarrettsville, 
will go on their summer mis-
sion trip to Christ Memorial 
Church, Westernport, August 
14-25. This is their second year 
ministering in Westernport. 
The team of forty, including 
adults and children, will host a 
sport and music ministry pro-
gram and an evening backyard 
Bible club during the week. On 
Saturday, they’ll have a free 
car wash in the morning and 
a block party in the evening. 
The team will provide special 
music at Sunday services at 
Christ Memorial, then assist 
with service projects for church 
members who need help with 
projects such as cleaning, paint-
ing and light construction. 

Marsha Eldrith, a member 
of Pleasant View Church, Port 
Deposit, designed a United 

States 
Christian 
Flag. The 
700 Club 
television 
show fea-
tured El-
drith and 
her new 
fl ag on a 

Flag Day presentation. For more 
information access the website 
www.uschristianfl ag.com or 
call 1-866-871-7384.

Oak Grove Church, Bel 
Air, will have a fl oat in the an-
nual Bel Air Independence Day 
parade. The parade theme is 
“Thanks to the Troops.”

“Our approach this year, 
is to allow our church family 
who serve and/or have served 
in the military to ‘be the fl oat.’ 
It’s not just the design we cre-
ate to attract your attention, it’s 
the people that make it what 
it’s supposed to be,” Brandon 
Brewer, chairman of the fl oat, 
committee said. 

“As far as a ‘design,’ we are 
using a frame we built last year, 
keeping it simple, but attractive. 
We are going to make a small 
area at the rear of the trailer, 
a sort of ‘memorial’  to those 
who have sacrifi ced their lives 
for the benefi t of our freedom 
using the Bible verse John 15:13 
printed on a banner.”

Western Association

Deep Creek Church, Oak-
land, completed an addition to 
its building loan free. The funds 
came from donations and bond 
sales. The space is used as a 
music/Sunday School room and 
a library 

Members of Grace Church, 
Cumberland, are putting to-
gether hospitality bags for the 
baby comfort station the as-
sociation churches man at the 
Allegany and Garrett County 
fairs.  

Tina Mowery, a member of 
Second Church, Cumberland, 
was nominated for the annual 
Maryland State Teacher of the 
Year award. Mowry is an art 
teacher at Cresaptown and Bel 
Air Elementary Schools. She 
painted a picture of the Resur-
rection located on the fi rst level 
entrance to the church. 

The church sent a mission 
team to Ocean City. About 20 
members ministered in fi ve 
campgrounds around the beach 
town. They also participated 
in a variety of other outreach 
ministries.

Western Association is 
gearing up for its youth camp 
at Camp Frame. The program 
includes sports, swimming, 
music, crafts and time to learn 
about and worship God.

Why NorthStar supports the Cooperative Program

Kevin Marsico, Pastor

NorthStar

Community Church

continued from page three

By Kevin Marsico

One of the most exciting 
times in my life has 
occurred over the past 

three years as I led in planting 
NorthStar Community Church, 
near Frederick, Md. Prior to 
that, I had been on staff at 
Montrose Church, Rockville, 
Md., anticipating that I would 
start a new work in German-
town. However, a group 
of people from 
Frederick 
asked 
Montrose 
to help 
partner with 
them to start a 
church there 
instead. I was 
personally hesi-
tant at fi rst, but 
it seemed like an 
open door. Mon-
trose prayerfully 
agreed to the part-
nership, and I was 
sent out in early 2001 
to plant NorthStar. It would 
change my life forever.

Montrose Church was an 
incredible parent to us. They 
partnered with NorthStar by 
paying my salary and sending 
people to help. The BCM/D 
was able to help with the pur-
chase of some equipment and 
advertising and helped us pay 
for the fi rst year of rent in our 
facility. The core group gave 
sacrifi cially to pay our other 
bills. With such incredible sup-
port, we were able to start very 
quickly. I began to devote my 
time to outreach, evangelism 
and equipping our core group.

If I had been unable to get 
all this support, NorthStar 

might have never happened! 
Partnership and cooperation 
were at the foundation of ac-
complishing this work. The 
lesson I learned was this: the 
synergy of working together en-
abled us to accomplish something 
bigger, better and faster than we 
could have on our own. We will 
continue these kinds of part-
nerships, in order to see the 
pattern continue. 

From our beginning, the 
NorthStar congrega-
tion gave sacrifi cially. 
We went on mission 

trips and gave at 
least 10% of our 
fi nances to mis-

sionary and out-
reach endeavors, 

especially to 
the Coopera-
tive Program. 
I have heard 
some people 

criticize our 
decision and ask, 

“Why are you 
Southern Baptist and 

why do you give your 
money to ‘them?’” Well, that’s 
easy. We support the Coopera-
tive program for four reasons.

1. We feel a sense of 
gratitude and debt. The 
BCM/D was there to help sup-
port us when we needed it 
most, and we want to give back 
to help others when they need 
it. This is more than just fi nan-
cial. BCM/D provided us with 
ongoing training that helped 
shape and mold the identity of 
NorthStar. BCM/D consultants 
helped us start small groups 
and create a children’s pro-
gram. Many times someone 
just shared a resource that we 
did not know existed. BCM/D 

also provided a network with 
other planters and pastors, 
which helped me personally 
when I was stuck and did not 
know what to do. Because 
of this, we want to help the 
BCM/D encourage, support 
and equip others to accomplish 
their mission, as well.

2. The Cooperative Pro-
gram does what NorthStar 
wants to do. NorthStar has 
a primary focus of reaching 
the lost and seeing them be-
come disciples. The BCM/D 
primarily wants to strengthen 
existing churches and plant 
new healthy ones. That’s what 
NorthStar wants to do also. 
We weren’t able to start and 
grow as a church completely 
on our own and we are assum-
ing many others can’t either. 
But, if we all work together, 
the Kingdom will advance. We 
will support the Cooperative 
Program because the BCM/D 
believes in the same Bibli-
cal mandates we do and they 
make them their top priorities. 
Therefore, we are delighted to 
join hearts and hands in our 
mission endeavor with them.

3. The Cooperative Pro-
gram does what NorthStar 
can’t yet do. NorthStar has a 
passion to see more churches 
start, but we are not in a posi-
tion yet to start one by our-
selves. The great thing is we 
did help fund 40 new works 
and equip their pastors and 
key leaders this past year. 
Our giving to the Cooperative 
Program helped make this 
happen. It funded others in 
the same way we were funded. 
When we are ready to parent a 
new congregation ourselves, I 
trust the Cooperative Program 

will be there to help that one 
also.

4. The Cooperative Pro-
gram helps people to go 
where we can’t go. NorthStar 
has a passion for outreach and 
missions, but we are limited in 
how much we can do. Through 
the Cooperative Program, 
we can help fund thousands 
of missionaries both in the 
United States and overseas. 
Our SBC Disaster Relief efforts 
can minister to thousands in 
the name of Christ when we 
can’t. Our Ethics and Religious 
Liberty Commission can have 
the ear of the President and 
our nation’s highest courts to 
promote the values that we 
hold. Many local and national 
ministries have been created 
and supported by the Coop-
erative Program and they en-
able NorthStar to be a part of 
a comprehensive missionary 
strategy that circles the globe, 
yet cares about every single 
person.

NorthStar exists today 
because of the cooperation of 
many. I am sure many who are 
reading these words are part 
of a church that began through 
the cooperative effort. And, I 
believe that most churches to-
morrow will begin in this way, 
too. We believe that the SBC 
Cooperative Program is doing 
it as well, if not better, than 
any. That’s why we support the 
Cooperative Program; maybe 
it’s why you should support it 
also.

Kevin Marsico is the 
founding pastor of NorthStar 

Community Church. 
Kevin can be reached at 

(301) 748-6113 or at 
kevin@northstarcommunitychurch.com.

Potomac Western

Susquehanna

Prince George’s

Want to know more 

about the “Vote CP” 

challenge and how 

to “close the gap to 

a lost world?” Visit 

www.sbc.net/votecp.
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Remembering the “distinct 
call from God” to move to the 
state convention, Lee sees his 
mission as assisting churches 
to do ministry in the twenty-
fi rst century. 

He says he wants “those 
who lead and serve in 
Maryland/Delaware to feel that 
they have no more supportive 
networks of friends than they 
do here [at the BCM/D].”

In addition to the state 
convention staff, whom he calls 
“sharp, dedicated, impacting 
followers of Jesus Christ” who 
feel like family to him, Lee is 
thankful for God’s many choice 
servants out in the fi eld. 

 “Working with people 
you respect and love and serv-
ing in an area so positioned to 
impact our world for Christ, 
where opportunities for doing 
impacting ministry abound—it 
just doesn’t get any better than 
that!” he celebrates.

Sherry Lee echoes her 
gratitude, “I am so grateful 
for the blessing of being able 
to invest my total time and 
energy working beside David 
and ministering to the precious 
women serving God beside 
their husbands.”

Having served alongside 
her husband in his various 
ministry roles over the years, 
Sherry sensed a real urgency 
from God to expand the minis-
try to ministers’ wives to every 
area of the convention.  

In a very short time, eleven 
women representing every 
BCM/D association formed a 
Leadership Team to connect 
and encourage ministers’ wives 
throughout the multi-state 

convention partnering with 
Deni Sunderly, BCM/D church 
planters’ spouse and family co-
ordinator and Sherry.

“Last fall as the team met 
for the fi rst time and I wit-
nessed the synergy of those 
who were experienced sharing 
with those who were brand 
new, I felt the blessing of God 
in a tangible sense. This is 
indeed His work,” Sherry re-
joices.

She also fondly remembers 
the moment she entered the 
banquet room for the Minis-
ters’ Wives Retreat in 2003.  

 “My mother had died 
three days earlier in California 
and I had been there during 
much of the preparation for the 
retreat. When I arrived, all the 
work was done; the room was 
beautiful; the preparations per-
fect,” Sherry said. 

 “A group of women had 
pulled together to see that 
God’s lavish love for the wives 
of His ministers was clearly 
demonstrated. It was such a 
reminder to me that His provi-
dence is so much better than 
my provision.”

Calling the family “the 
foundation, the cradle, the 
launching pad for all of life,” 
Sherry believes that healthy 
ministry families are crucial to 
healthy churches. 

She and her husband are 
committed to being “partners 
and care-givers and friends and 
cheerleaders for the BCM/D 
ministers and their families.”

David Lee’s intentional 
family focus grew out of his 
upbringing. Without the privi-
lege of growing up in a Chris-

tian home, he credits 
his grandfather, a 
bi-vocational pastor 
in a small church in 
rural North Caroli-
na, for teaching him 
about Jesus. 

 “I still have fond 
memories of going 
with my grandfa-
ther and watching 
him preach ‘live via 
radio’ on Sunday 
afternoons at the 
local radio station,” 
recalls Lee.

As a denomi-
national leader, 
Lee also had the 
privilege of watch-
ing men he called 
“Christian states-
men” lead the con-
vention where he 
served as a young 
pastor. 

 “I have al-
ways said that I 
hope to live and 
serve in such a way 
that Christ will be 
honored and that 
someone will refer 
to me as a ‘Christian 
statesman,’” he said.

And what is his 
message? “I am so 
much a product of 
God’s grace that I 
have no choice but 
to be His instrument 
of grace to others.”

Alongside her 
husband, Sherry 
agrees, “Use me, 
Lord, as You will, by 
Your pure grace in 
which I live.”

David and Sherry Lee reflect on 10 years of service
continued from page one

By Dan Sheffi eld
Partnership Missions 

Coordinator

Where in the world are 
you going this year 
on mission for Christ? 

We want to know where your 
church is sending mission 
teams and individuals this 
year. It may be to downtown 
Baltimore, to West Virginia, 
or to China, South Africa or 
Mexico. Please email us at 
missiontrips@aol.com telling 
us where you are going (or 

have already been), how many 
people are going and what you 
plan to do. Also please tell us 
if this is your fi rst trip there, or 
have you been going for sev-
eral years?

Our state offi ce for part-
nerships and world missions 
has changed dramatically this 
month. Dan Sheffi eld is now 
serving as the consultant for 
world missions and partner-
ships, with Angie McGuigan 
serving as his ministry as-
sistant. Rick Hancock, who 
has served for several years as 

consultant for Partnerships, is 
assuming new responsibilities.

The state offi ce for world 
missions and partnerships can 
now be contacted directly by 
calling (800) 525-2241 or by 
email at missiontrips@aol.com. 
Jim McBride will continue as 
coordinator for our Scotland 
partnership and John Mc-
Donald as coordinator for our 
Saudi partnership. Mexico and 
Mississippi mission projects 
will be handled directly by the 
state offi ce for world missions 
and partnerships.

We want to help you and 
your church to go anywhere in 
the world that our Lord leads 
you. We can help you make 
contacts, set up mission proj-
ects, secure insurance, make 
travel arrangements and assist 
you in many other ways to 
help make your mission trip a 
success. Our state partnerships 
will continue as a major way 
to connect our churches with 
the mission fi eld. But we also 
want to assist churches and 
individuals to go to other areas 
as they feel led.

Southern Seminary and 
Boyce College

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — The 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary held its 191st com-
mencement service May 14 in 
Alumni Memorial Chapel on 
the campus of Southern Semi-
nary. 

More than 174 students 
earned either graduate or doc-
toral-level degrees. Southern 
Seminary president R. Albert 
Mohler, Jr., delivered the com-
mencement address from James 
1, admonishing graduates to be 
both hearers and doers of the 
Word.

Boyce College, Southern 
Seminary’s undergraduate 
school, graduated a record 95 
students in a separate com-
mencement service. Daniel L. 

Akin, president of Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Wake Forest, N.C., delivered the 
Boyce commencement address.

Information on graduates 
with local ties is listed below: 

Graduate Degrees:
David Lee Coblentz, Green-

brier Church, Boonsboro, Md., 
received a Master of Divinity in 
Theology.

Roy W. Jacques, Journey 
Fellowship Church, Crofton, 
Md., received a Master of Di-
vinity from the Billy Graham 
School of Mission, Evangelism 
and Church Growth.

Dongsung Kim, Delaware 
Korean Church, Bear, Del., 
received a Master of Church 
Music.

Joy Walker McMinn, Roll-

ing Hills Church, Clarksville, 
Md., received a Master of Arts 
in Worship.

Schuyler J. Schnell, Iron 
Hill Community Church, New 
Castle, Del., received Master of 
Divinity in Theology.

Undergraduate Degrees:
Moungok Shah, Ichthus 

Mission Church at Rockville, 
MD, received a Bachelor of 
Arts in Biblical and Theological 
Studies from Boyce College.

Southeastern Seminary sees 
246 graduates
       WAKE FOREST, N.C.— 
Southeastern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary celebrated its 
Spring 2004 commencement 
ceremonies on May 22, 2004, 
with 246 students graduating 

from its graduate and under-
graduate programs, the largest 
graduating class in school his-
tory. The following students 
from the state of Maryland 
graduated. Listed are their de-
grees attained, full names, and 
hometowns:

Associate of Divinity: Yon-
ni Felix Taveras – Silver Springs, 
Md.

Bachelor of Arts: Francine 
Diane Seidel – Owings Mills, 
Md.

Master of Arts: Anthony 
Charles Mastromarino, Jr. – 
Laurel, Md.; Andrew Ian Ham 
– California, Md.; Brandon 
Douglas Powell – Waldorf, Md.

Master of Divinity: Ben-
jamin Joel Brammer – Hamp-
stead, Md.

Maryland/Delaware students graduate from seminaries

Where in the world are you ministering this summer?
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The Susquehanna SAR team search for the lost 

By Sharon Mager
Staff writer

PORT DEPOSIT, Md. —
Tom Wilson is an outdoorsman. 
He likes to hunt, fi sh and rap-
pel down 180 foot ravines. So 
when a small group at his home 
church, Pleasant View Church 
in Port Deposit started a CERT 
(Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team) just after the 9/11 
tragedies, Wilson jumped right 
in. Now the team has evolved 
into something a little different. 
It’s a search and rescue team, 
Susquehanna Search and Res-
cue and its under the leadership 
of the National Association of 
Search and Rescue. And its pri-
mary focus is on ministry. 

While CERT stressed team-
work the SAR program is more 
individualized, with members 
becoming increasingly quali-
fi ed then supervising volun-
teers.

Wilson is the administra-
tive director. About 14 hearty 
volunteers meet each Monday 
and once a month on Saturdays 
for some real technical train-
ing. In the winter evenings 
the team works through mate-
rial provided by NASAR. But 
in the warm months and on 
Saturdays they go outdoors to 
train. They do mock search and 
rescues, practice evacuations of 
200 pound patients while car-
rying equipment, and practice 
fi rst aid. They do solo day and 
night land navigation, pass 
communication tests and learn 
how and why to tie different 
types of knots. And yes, they 
tie on harnesses and rappel 
over huge canyons. 

But in addition to the 
emergency preparedness, the 
team trains to be ready to lead 
the lost to the Lord in a very 
short time. Wilson said Chris-
tian maturity is needed for 
this type of ministry. 

Wilson said he’s thought 
often about the many emer-
gency medical people out 
there doing such wonderful 
jobs, yet many are with dy-
ing people and don’t have the 
ability to share the love of God 
with them and lead them to 
Christ in those crucial min-
utes. 

If Christians were trained 
to help, Wilson laments, think 
of how many people could 
have gone to heaven after the 
tragedies of 9/11. 

The team is embarking on 
a new campground ministry. 
Starting Memorial Day they 
headed out with handsome 
blue drawstring bags fi lled 
with some life saving essen-
tials for elementary and junior 
high school aged kids. Each 
bag includes a sturdy naviga-
tional compass, a light stick, a 
map, water, a full size Old and 
New Testament Bible and a 
whistle. 

Wilson begins his presen-
tation to the children by ask-
ing them to see if they can fi nd 
out where they are on the map 
then tells them that the Bible 
tells us where we are in life.

“The compass tells you 
where you need to go,” Wilson 
said. As he shows the children 
how to use their compasses 
he tells them that the compass 
also represents an absolute. 
The compass doesn’t lie and if 

they don’t follow the compass 
direction they won’t get where 
they need to be. He uses the 
water to share about God’s liv-
ing water of life and the light 
stick showing He is the light of 
the world. The whistle is last 
– it’s a cry for help, knowing 
without God we are lost.

Wilson takes pride in the 
quality of materials in the 
bags. He wants to see the kids 
get good 
things so 
that fi ve, 
ten even 
twenty 
years 
or more 
down the 
road they 
can take 
out that 
compass 
and re-
member. 

The 
bags aren’t 
cheap; 
they cost 
about $10 
to fi ll. Wilson hopes some mis-
sions groups pray to see if this 
is a ministry they’d be inter-
esting in supporting. 

Wilson said one of his fa-
vorite Bible stories is the Good 
Samaritan. He relates that to 
the group. 

Who do you want taking 
care of you when something 
horrible happens, he asks? The 
Samaritan showed love for the 
man. He dressed his wounds 
and paid for his healing. The 
team, though a ministry of 
Pleasant View, is self-suffi cient 
with the fourteen members 

supplying all of the needs to 
keep the group afl oat.

Recently the group re-
ceived a gift from the Civil Air 
Patrol of an 18 foot communi-
cation trailer. The patrol wasn’t 
using it. Wilson said God just 
dropped that blessing from 
heaven. The SAR team uses it 
for supplies as a mission con-
trol and to store food.

Several station team 
members are not from Pleas-
ant View but from other lo-
cal churches. All of them 
sign pledges of faith. Wilson 
hopes to expand the program 
through the community even 
farther and invites believers 
who have the adventuresome 
spirit in them to come join in 
the ministry. 

Wilson laughs as he talks 
about members working hard 
to learn how to tie knots, go-
ing to rope climbing walls and 
practicing, and then how ner-
vous they are when they’re in a 
harness over a 180 foot cliff. 

“But after that fi rst step 
you start repelling and you 
can’t get them off the rope. 
They want to go and do it 
again,” he said. 

For Wilson it’s a family af-
fair. He said he gets a kick out 
of being 43 years old and going 
rock climbing with his fi fteen-
year-old son Derek. His wife 

Lauree is also 
part of the team. 
Shelby, his 13-
year-old daughter 
doesn’t partici-
pate in as much 
of the physical 
exploits but en-
joys helping out 
in other ways, in-
cluding ministry 
to the children.

The team gets 
called out about 
six times a year, 
usually in the 
spring, fall and 
hunting season. 
Last year they 

worked during the hurricane 
that hit the LaPlata area. 

“The whole purpose of 
this is to minister to people 
who are hurting and need 
assistance,” Wilson said. 
“We may fi nd someone and 
get them out of the situation 
they’re in, then again we may 
not. Regardless, we may be the 
ones God has called to lead 
them to Christ just minutes be-
fore they die.”

For more information 
about Susquehanna Search 
and Rescue access their web-
site at www.sqsar.org.
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We charge only when we build

By Lori Thornton
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. — 
South Columbia Church is 
rooted by strong history and 
strengthened by a committed 
congregation. Led by senior 
pastor Steve Neel, the church 
seeks to connect all members 
to the church’s ministries 
and to look to God for future 
direction.

Neel 
recognizes it is 
easy to become 
comfortable 
with routines. 
However, 
he strives to 
be forward-
thinking, 
constantly re-
evaluating and 
seeking where 
God is leading 
the church.

 “After 
24 years, the 
church is still 
in transition,” 
shares Neel, 
“We have not 
‘arrived‘-there 
is still more to 
do.”

On 
Sunday, 
June 6, over 
400 people celebrated 
the completion of South 
Columbia’s “40 Days of 
Purpose.” Approximately 90 
percent of the congregation 
participated in the emphasis.

During the celebration, 
five people shared testimonies 
reflecting each section of “The 
Purpose Driven Life.” Church 
choirs and the youth praise 
band helped lead worship. 
A time of focused prayer, 
seeking God’s direction for the 
church‘s future, concluded the 
service.  

Neel is very encouraged by 
the church’s “genuine sincerity 
to do what God wants them 
to do.” He feels very fortunate 
to be South Columbia’s pastor, 
where he has been since the 

year following its beginning.
In 1980, three families from 

First Church, Savage, joined 
their pastor, Dana Collette, 
to start a mission church 
in Columbia. At that time, 
Columbia Baptist Fellowship 
was Columbia’s only Baptist 
church. South Columbia 
church began meeting together 
in homes and at Hammond 
High School, where they met 
for 11 years.

In  1981, Neel was called 
as pastor. The mission church 
grew over the next nine years, 
purchasing South Columbia’s 
current property in 1984, 
chartering as a church in 1986 
with 60 members, completing 
the first building in 1991 and 
expanding the structure in 
2000. The church’s involvement 
has since grown to over 500. 

In response to the 
church’s growth, two new 
staff members were called. 
In 1998, Michael MacDonald 
was called as minister of 
youth and singles and in 2002, 
Terry Rudd joined the staff 
as minister of education and 
outreach.

Neel feels a responsibility 
to share resources with other 

churches, especially new 
church starts. The church often 
shares its facilities with other 
churches and community 
groups for events including 
seasonal choir presentations, 
Christian concerts, and music 
and drama camps.

For several years, the 
church has opened its doors to 
partner with a local group to 
provide two weeks of shelter 
for the homeless. WinterHaven 

has become a church-wide 
outreach, with over 100 
volunteers providing meals 
and transportation.

The vision of outreach and 
evangelism is strongly held by 
Rudd. He challenges members 
to look outside themselves 
and find ways to “be the light 
of the world, reflecting God’s 
light wherever they go.” 

Inside the church, leaders 
encourage new members to 
become connected to the life 
and ministry of the church. 
Neel’s vision is to help people 
move from a profession of 
faith to church leadership. Key 
steps in this process include 
becoming involved in the 
ministries of the church and 
mentorship.

The women’s ministry 
is one of the ministries that 
embraces this vision. It strives 
to reach all women and help 
them become involved in 
the church. Opportunities 
for involvement and 
encouragement include weekly 
Bible study, retreats, social 
events and numerous outreach 
projects. 

 “The women’s ministry 
has been nothing short of 

life-changing 
for me,” shares 
Pamela Fahs. “A 
few years ago, 
a friend invited 
Fahs to the 
women’s weekly 
Bible study. She 
soon joined the 
church, was 
baptized and 
was mentored 
through the 
women’s 
ministry. She 
later felt led 
to help begin 
a mentoring 
ministry for 
teenage girls.

The church 
recently 
sponsored 
a Ministry 
Missions Fair. 
Members learned 

more about how to be involved 
in AWANAS, Sunday school, 
mission trips, music ministry 
and other ministries for youth, 
men, women and families with 
disabilities. 

For Neel, the key to the 
ministries is the member’s 
love. “It does not take much to 
play church. However, it takes 
a lot to ‘be church.’”

Members have a sense 
of excitement as they move 
from the focus on 40 Days 
of Purpose. Rudd hopes 
members will, in a fresh way, 
continue to sense and seek 
God’s direction and purpose 
in their lives. “I don’t know 
what the future will be,” he 
shares. “But I am excited about 
what it can be!”

Strong history, vision and commitment give health 

and life to South Columbia Church

By Keith Hinson 

INDIANAPOLIS (BP) 
— Members of the SBC Pas-
tors’ Conference elected 
Steve Gaines, pastor of First 
Church, Gardendale, Ala., as 
the group’s president during 
their annual meeting at the In-
dianapolis Convention Center 
June 13.

Gaines defeated Terry Fox, 
pastor of Immanuel Church, 
Wichita, Kan., as pastors stood 
to vote. The election was un-
usual because it was contested, 
unlike most years when a 
single nominee for each offi ce 
has been presented.

Johnny Hunt, pastor of 
First Church, Woodstock, Ga., 
nominated Gaines, calling him 
one who has “the mind of a 
scholar and the heart of a per-
sonal soul-winner.”

The Gardendale congrega-
tion has been either fi rst or 

second in the number of bap-
tisms among Southern Baptist 
churches in Alabama during 
the past nine years, Hunt said.

He called Gaines “a 
preacher’s preacher. When 
you’re with Dr. Gaines, you’re 
aware that you’re with a man 
that’s been with God. I know 
of no Southern Baptist pastor 
that I respect more than Dr. 
Steve Gaines.”

Stan Coffey, pastor of San 
Jacinto Church, Amarillo, 
Texas, nominated Terry Fox, 
pastor of Immanuel Church 
and trustee chairman of the 
SBC’s North American Mission 
Board.

Other offi cers elected 
were: fi rst vice president, Scott 
Wilkins, a church planter and 
secretary-treasurer, David 
Thompson, pastor of North 
Pointe Community Church in 
Old Hickory, Tenn. 

Alabama pastor to lead 
SBC Pastors’ Conference

On Sunday, June 6, over 400 people celebrated the completion of South Columbia’s “40 Days 

of Purpose.” During the celebration, testimonies were shared, the youth praise band and children 

and adult choirs led in worship. A time of focused prayer, seeking God’s direction for the church‘s 

future, concluded the service. Approximately 90 percent of the congregation participated.
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We are working on 

a new website for 

Acts2Centre for ME 

to be featured on 

www.yourbcmd.org. 

Coming soon online: 

course listings that 

will be searchable 

by Track and Region 

as well as online 

registration. Surf on 

by and check us out!

Acts2Centre for ME 
(Ministry Equipping) is a 
dynamic and customized 
portfolio-based education 
that enables a student 
to develop his or her 
own plan of study and 
the method of learning. 
The program consists 
of core requirements 
(General Curriculum) and 
a ministry-specifi c track 
(Specialized Curriculum). 
Course requirements will 
be offered as classes, one 
day seminars, conferences, 
internships, ministry projects, 
network clusters, etc. 

Region I
(Eastern/Delaware)

October 5, 12, 19, 26
Church Music 
Administration
Instructor: Mitch Camp
First Southern Baptist, Dover
7-9:30 pm

October 23
Raising Funds for 
Your Ministry
Harvest Baptist Church, 
Salisbury
10 am–3 pm

October 23
New Testament 
Made Simple
Location/Time TBD

October 30, November 6
Effective Christian Leader, 
Skills for Working 
with People
Instructor:  Dr. David Lee
Grace Baptist Church, 
Seaford, DE
Time TBD

November 20
Building Powerful 
Ministry Teams
Location/Time TBD

Region II 
(Baltimore/Arundel/
Susquehanna)

September 27
Arundel Association 
Launch Night
Interact: 3D Ministry 
Faith Baptist Church, 
Glen Burnie
6-7:30 pm

The following will be offered 
as part of the Arundel 
Association Launch Night:   

•  Issues Facing the 
21st Century Church 
Facilitator: Dr. David Lee
•  A Years Worth of 
Music Planning
Facilitator: Raymond 
Higgins
•  Leadership Greatness
Facilitator:  Mel Pride
•  Next Level 
Leadership
Facilitator:  Doug Jividen

October 5, 12
Dealing With Stress 
in the Music Ministry
Instructor: Dr. Tom 
Rodgerson
Woodbrook Baptist Church
7-9:30 pm

October 8-9
Focused Living Retreat
Location/Times TBD

October 21, 28
Reaching Unchurched 
Students: What happens 
when it works?
Led by Youth 
Leadership Team
Valley Baptist Church
7-9 pm

Region III
(Potomac/Prince 
George’s)

September 20
Potomac Launch Night
First Baptist Church
Waldorf
7-9 pm

October 5, 12
Biblical Foundations 
for Worship
First Baptist Church, Waldorf
Instructor: Dr. Steve Neel
7-9:30 pm

Region IV
(Mid-Maryland/
Montgomery)

October 1-2
Understanding/Reaching 
the Unchurched Youth
Instructor: Jonathan McKee
Baptist Center
Friday, 7-9 pm; Saturday, 
9 am – 3 pm

October 18-21
Basic Training (by invitation)
Baptist Center
Monday, 5 pm – Thursday, 
4 pm

October 30
Children’s Choir Workshop
Baptist Center
9:30 am – 4:30 pm
Facilitators:  James and 
Mary Allcock

December 1 – 3
Elevate
(for older church plants)
Baptist Center
8:30 am – 4:30 pm

December 7
Tax and Legal Issues
Baptist Center
9 am – 3 pm

Region V
(Blue Ridge/
Western)

October 9
Western Association 
Launch Night
Leadership Greatness
Location/Time TBD
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Stephen D. Hokuf, Elkton, 
Md. was nominated for a second 
term on the board of Southern 
Seminary.

Il H. Kim, layperson and 
member of Tyrannus Church, 
Clarksville, Md., replaced Dan-
iel J. Schrider, Frederick, Md., 
who declined to serve. The term 
expires in 2009.

Judy L. Crain, Easton, Md., 
was nominated for a second 
term on the board of Midwest-
ern Seminary.

Joseph C. Boteler III, lay-
person and member of White 
Marsh Church, Perry Hall, Md., 
replaced Karen J. Cruikshank, 
Bel Air, Md., to serve on the Eth-
ics and Religious Liberty Com-
mission until 2008.

In other noteworthy matters:
More than 1,500 professions 

of faith were recorded as part of 
Crossover Indiana, an annual 
outreach effort designed to take 
the Gospel to the city and the 
state hosting the convention.

Motions and 
recommendations

Messengers defeated a mo-
tion that would have formed a 
committee to study changing 
the SBC’s name.

By a show of ballots mes-
sengers overwhelmingly voted 
to withdraw from the Baptist 
World Alliance. Theological 
issues formed the heart of the 
concerns cited by a BWA study 
committee.

Messengers passed a rec-
ommendation requesting that 
New Orleans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary amend its 
charter to “name the Southern 
Baptist Convention as the sole 
member ... thereby assuring the 
messengers’ historic rights and 
giving the Convention legal im-
munity.” Ten other entities have 
adopted sole membership, but 
New Orleans offi cials have cited 
Baptist polity concerns and the 
uniqueness of Louisiana law in 
their desire to adopt a different 
model.

Messengers approved 
recommendations to change 
the Annuity Board’s name 
to GuideStone Financial Re-
courses of the Southern Baptist 
Convention and to expand its 
services to evangelical ministry 
organizations outside the SBC. 
The recommendation to change 
the board’s name, its articles of 
incorporation and SBC bylaws 
require two successive votes of 
the convention, but a provision 
authorizing the board to do 
business as GuideStone for one 
year pending a second affi rma-
tive vote at the 2005 Conven-
tion was included. The same 
process was used when LifeWay 
Christian Resources changed its 
name a few years ago from the 
Baptist Sunday School Board.

“The name GuideStone of-
fers a unique combination of 
familiar words and the feeling 
of strength to provide a fi tting 
symbol for our new identity,” 
said Curt Sharp, Annuity Board 
executive offi cer for denomina-
tional and public relations.

“Our name highlights 
‘guide’ referring to expert, trust-
worthy leaders in our industry 
and ministry who show the 

way and provide knowledge 
and guidance. ‘Stone’ refers to 
our permanence and stability. 
We will walk beside our par-
ticipants throughout their jour-
ney to help them through the 
changes, complexities, emergen-
cies and pitfalls along the road,” 
Sharp said.

“Over the years our mis-
sion has grown, and we have 
improved and expanded our 
products and services,” Annuity 
Board President O.S. Hawkins 
added. “The one missing piece 
was a name that encompasses 
our history along with a broader 
vision of the scope of our mis-
sion.

“We believe GuideStone Fi-
nancial Resources of the South-
ern Baptist Convention will 
be a name that will help guide 
our future while enabling us 
to build on our legacy of trust, 
service, values, experience and 
strength,” Hawkins said.

“This year will be a mile-
stone year for the board with 
the name change and new op-
portunities, but we have other 
good news to share,” Hawkins 
said. “Following the worst 
three-year cycle since 1941, the 
fi nancial markets made a sig-
nifi cant rebound in 2003 and for 
the fi rst time in our history our 
asset base grew by $1 billion 
dollars during a calendar year, 
reaching $7.3 billion by Dec. 31, 
2003.”

SBC Officers
Welch, pastor of First 

Church Daytona Beach, Fla., was 
elected president over Al Jarrell, 
pastor of Riverside Church in 
Merry Hill, N.C. Welch, co-cre-
ator of the popular

 FAITH evangelism strategy, an-
nounced that he would embark 
on a 50-state, 25-day bus tour 
in August and September to 
encourage a convention-wide 
effort to win 1 million people to 
Christ.

Gerald Davidson, pastor of 
First Church in Arnold, Mo., was 
elected fi rst vice president, while 
David Young Hwan Gill, pastor 
of Concord Korean Church in 
Martinez, Calif., was elected sec-
ond vice president.

John L. Yeats, editor of the 
Baptist Messenger, was elected 

to another term as 
recording secretary. 
James H. (Jim) Wells, 
director of missions 
for the Tri-County 
Baptist Association 
in Ozark, Mo., was 
re-elected registra-
tion secretary.

Messengers ap-
proved Ken Whitten, 
pastor of Idlewild 
Church in Tampa, 
Fla., to preach next 
year’s convention sermon.

The Committee on Order 
of Business also recommended 
as alternate Terry Fox, pastor 
of Immanuel Church, Wichita, 
Kan. The convention’s music 
director will be Buster Pray, as-
sociate pastor of worship minis-
tries at First Church, Springdale, 
Ark.

SBC Boards and agency 
reports

International Mission 
Board President Jerry Rankin 
said that SBC missionaries and 
their Baptist partners reported 
a record 510,000 baptisms and a 
near doubling of the number of 
new churches in 2003.

Carrie McDonnall, the lone 
survivor of an attack that killed 
her husband and three other 
International Mission Board 
workers in Iraq, addressed mes-
sengers and received a standing 
ovation. “My Jesus bears scars 
on His body from the violence 
He endured,” she said. “How 
could we sit back and say, ‘I 
can’t go because it’s too hard’? 
– especially when the world is 
saying, ‘You just can’t do that.’ 
Trust me – for my Jesus, it’s the 
least I could do.”

North American Mission 
Board President Robert E. (Bob) 
Reccord told how NAMB’s Stra-
tegic Focus Cities initiative has 
resulted in 400 new churches in 
New York, Miami and Philadel-
phia. He introduced 61 newly 
appointed missionaries who 
carried fl ags from all the U.S. 
states and territories and Cana-
dian provinces. “They have left 
behind the comfort and conve-
nience of home and family to 
share the life-changing message 
of the Gospel with a lost conti-
nent,” Reccord said.

Richard Land, president 
of the Ethics & Religious 
Liberty Commission, encour-
aged church leaders to get their 
members registered to vote – an 
action that does not threaten 
a church’s tax-exempt status. 
ERLC has begun an initiative, 
iVoteValues.com, intended to get 
people to consider their bibli-
cal beliefs when voting. “It is a 
disgrace that 33 percent of the 
members of an average South-
ern Baptist church are not even 
registered to vote,” Land said. 
“It is every Christian’s respon-
sibility to be registered to vote, 
to be an informed voter and to 
vote their values, beliefs and 
convictions.”

LifeWay Christian Re-
sources President James T. 
Draper Jr. expressed concern 
that the denomination has 
seen a decline in baptisms for 
the fourth consecutive year. 
“[That] refl ects a denomination 
that’s lost its focus,” he said. “It 
is hard for someone to argue 
to the contrary when more 
than 10,000 Southern Baptist 
churches did not baptize a sin-
gle person last year. Although 
we’ve seen tremendous strides 
in overseas baptisms, we are not 
keeping up with the population 
growth at home or around the 
world.”

The complete version of the 
Holman Christian Standard 
Bible, published by Broadman & 
Holman, was sold at a Southern 
Baptist Convention for the fi rst 
time.

SBC key addresses
Evangelist Franklin Gra-

ham told messengers to stand 
fi rm on the exclusivity of the 
Gospel and to share Christ with 
a lost world – even though it 
may be politically incorrect. “I 
don’t want to go around kicking 
people in the shins or stomping 
on their toes, but I want to tell 
them the truth, because it’s ei-
ther heaven or it’s hell, and this 
is serious business,” he said. 
“The only chance a person may 
have of heaven is going to be 
because of you.”

Before Graham spoke, Bill 
Gaither and the Gaither Vocal 
Band performed. 

Outgoing Southern Baptist 
Convention President Jack 
Graham used his address to 
encourage Southern Baptists 
to speak up on social issues, 
such as same-sex “marriage.” 
“I simply ask you a question: 
As Southern Baptists and other 
evangelical Christians, if we 
don’t stand up, wise up and 
speak up on these issues, who 
will be left to deal with the is-
sues of our times?” he asked. “If 
not us, Southern Baptists, then 
who? If not now, when?”

Messengers keep SBC name, hear from 
President Bush in Indianapolis
continued from page one

Newly elected officers of the Southern Baptist Convention are, 

from left, John Yeats, editor of the Oklahoma Messenger, re-

elected as recording secretary; Gerald Davidson, pastor of First 

Baptist Church, Arnold, Mo., as first vice president; Bobby Welch, 

pastor of First Baptist Church, Daytona Beach, Fla., as president; 

David Young Hwan Gill, pastor of Concord Korean Baptist Church, 

Martinez, Calif., as second vice president; and Jim Wells, director 

of missions for the Tri-County Baptist Association, Ozark, Mo., re-

elected as registration secretary.

Franklin Graham, 

president and CEO 

of Samaritan’s 

Purse and the Billy 

Graham Evangelistic 

Association, Boone, 

N.C., presents a 

theme interpretation 

on the topic 

“Kingdom Challenge” 

June 16, the final 

day of the two-day 

annual meeting 

of the Southern 

Baptist Convention. 

held at the Indiana 

Convention Center 

in Indianapolis. 

Graham’s sermon 

closed the 147th 

session of the SBC, in 

its 159th year. 
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By James T. Draper Jr.

One way to boil a frog is 
to put it in a kettle with 
lukewarm water and 

slowly turn up the heat. The 
frog doesn’t really sense the 
changing temperature and be-
fore the frog knows it’s too late, 
well, it’s too late. 

I’m afraid the Southern 
Baptist Convention resembles 
the frog a bit too much these 
days, and it’s time for 
us to realize the water 
is heating up. 
Last week at the South-
ern Baptist Convention 
I introduced two con-
cerns I have about the 
future of our denomi-
nation. 

My fi rst concern 
stems from the de-
crease in baptisms as 
reported for the fourth 
consecutive year in the 
Annual Church Profi le. 
It refl ects a denomi-
nation that’s lost its 
focus on evangelism. 
It is hard for someone 
to argue to the con-
trary when more than 
10,000 Southern Baptist 
churches did not bap-
tize a single person last 
year. Although we’ve 
seen tremendous strides in 
overseas baptisms, we are not 
keeping up with the population 
growth at home or around the 
world. 

I fear there is a lack of ur-
gency in our churches to bap-
tize. I’ve heard from a number 
of people across our denomina-
tion that professions of faith 
are good enough. They are not 
teaching the importance of 

publicly identifying with Jesus 
through baptism – and they’re 
ignoring His command to bap-
tize His followers.

As part of our LifeWay pre-
sentation to the convention, we 
included “man on the street” 
interviews and asked people to 
respond to such questions as, 
“What is sin?” “Do you believe 
that the Bible is accurate?” and 
“Where do you go when you 
die?” Some of the answers were 

a bit humorous like the gentle-
man who replied that “strong 
alcohol” was a sin. Beyond the 
humor, however, the answers 
revealed a demographically di-
verse sampling of how spiritu-
ally lost people are. They see the 
Bible as a book of “fairy tales” 
and “folklore” handed down 
from previous generations. They 
are clueless that they are on the 
fast track to eternal separation 
from God. Who’s going to share 

the hope of Jesus with them? 
These people and the millions 
like them are our responsibility.

Perhaps the main reason for 
the decline in baptisms is that 
our denomination is simply fail-
ing to reach people for Christ.

The second concern I ad-
dressed is a lack of denomina-
tional involvement and loyalty 
I see among younger ministers. 
Some of us older folks need to 
fess up that the fault for this 

lies with us. We have failed 
the younger generation by 
not creating a dynamic atmo-
sphere and showing them the 
relevancy of being Southern 
Baptist. We’ve not taught people 
in our churches how the SBC 
and its entities work and relate 
to one another. We battle today 
over trivial issues like forms of 
worship, styles of leadership 
and approaches to ministry. 
These younger folks may not 

do it the way you or I do it, but 
who said our way is the only 
way?  Younger leaders are ask-
ing, “Is there a place for me 
at the table in the SBC?” That 
question hits me right in the 
gut. How do we answer them? 
There needs to be a greater con-
nection between them and those 
of us in positions of leadership 
-- from the associational level 
to the state conventions and on 
to the SBC. We’d better address 

the question or the 50-some-
thing leaders will be turn-
ing out the denominational 
lights when their ministries 
draw to a close.

The struggle over the 
last 25 years within the 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion was for Scriptural 
fi delity – and we won. Let’s 
do something with the vic-
tory. Unfortunately there is 
a mindset that the younger 
ministers weren’t there 
during the struggle so they 
don’t have a part in the 
concentration of power that 
has emerged. I think many 
associate being young with 
theological liberalism. That’s 
simply not true. All younger 
ministers are asking for is a 
voice to help determine the 
future direction of the SBC.

They love our heritage 
and want the responsibility of 
being its caretaker. We have a 
choice: selfi shly hoard the power 
and see our denomination die 
within the next 20 years, or trans-
fer leadership, theology and 
passion to future generations. 

Is the Southern Baptist 
Convention the frog in the 
kettle? Time will tell, but if we 
cook, we have no one to blame 
but ourselves.

Is the Southern Baptist Convention a frog in the kettle?

By Karen L. Willoughby 

INDIANAPOLIS (BP) — 
Same-sex “marriage” and an 
upsurge in the release of felons 
from prison were among the 
main topics of discussion at the 

annual meeting of the National 
African American Fellowship 
June 13 at Gabriel Missionary 
Baptist Church in Indianapolis.

“It is very important that 
we as the National African 
American Fellowship make a 
statement on same-sex ‘mar-
riage,’” Robert Anderson, re-
ported to about 300 people at a 

banquet meeting the evening 
before the opening of the June 
15-16 Southern Baptist Conven-
tion annual meeting. 

“We’ve been silent too long. 
We need to speak up because 
they have come into our terri-

tory to proclaim the mantle of 
civil rights for their cause. We as 
blacks ought to be able to give 
voice to God’s Word. Leviticus 
18:22 says homosexuality is an 
abomination before the Lord.

“Maybe we’ve been silent 
because we have them singing 
in our churches,” Anderson 
said. “For them to be thinking 

homosexuality is OK, we have 
done them an injustice. Wrong 
is wrong and God doesn’t cover 
up sin.”

Anderson referred to Psalm 
11:3: “When the foundations are 
destroyed, what can the righ-
teous do?”

Anderson urged fellowship 
members to contact their two 
senators before the Federal Mar-
riage Amendment comes up for 
a vote in July and voice support 
for the measure.

Noting a wave of people 
being released from prison 
who were incarcerated dur-
ing the 1970s’ and ‘80s’ war on 
drugs, Anderson noted that the 
upswing started last year and 
will continue for another two or 
three more years.

“More than 600,000 are be-
ing released every year, and 
42 percent of them are African 
American,” Anderson said. 
“Please consider economic de-
velopment in reaching and help-
ing these coming out of jail.

“Yes, there’s a risk,” Ander-
son said. “If it were easy, every-
one would do it. If we’re talking 
about reaching the low, reach-
ing the poor, reaching the needy 
... let us consider these people 
and their families.”

“The National African 
American Fellowship of the 
Southern Baptist Convention is 
a time when we come together 
to show our passion for Jesus 
Christ, to let the larger body see 
who we are and whose we are, 

and to help us stay focused,” 
said E.W. McCall, Sr., pastor of 
St. Stephen Church in La Pu-
ente, Calif.

In addition to joining the 
host church in worship, record-
ing artist Jacqueline Anderson 
performed worship music. 
Guest speaker Jerry Dailey, 
pastor of Macedonia Church in 
San Antonio, Texas, spoke from 
Isaiah 5:1-6 about the danger of 
God cutting off those who do 
not tend to the vineyard with 
which He entrusts them.

Robert Anderson, at the 
Monday afternoon business 
session, introduced a new 
enlistment and assimilation 
committee chaired by Joesph 
Lyles, pastor of Ft. Foote Church 
in Fort Washington, Md. An-
derson also unveiled a name 
modifi cation – the addition of 
the word “National” – for the 
African American Fellowship, 
which was formed in 1992.

Five major initiatives the 
fellowship plans to focus on are 
strengthening churches, start-
ing churches, understanding 
SBC life, impacting SBC life and 
mobilizing people in African 
American churches for mission, 
Anderson said.

NAAF will sponsor the 
pastor’s wife’s breakfast at Black 
Church Leadership Week at 
Ridgecrest Conference Center 
in North Carolina, set for Aug. 
2-6. The next meeting of the 
NAAF executive board is Sept. 
23-24 in Detroit.

African American Fellowship intensifies its involvement

Robert Anderson, president of the National African American 

Fellowship of the Southern Baptist Convention and pastor of 

Colonial Baptist Church, Randallstown, Md., leads participants 

in song June 13 during a call to worship as the NAAF holds its 

annual meeting, this year at Gabriel Missionary Baptist Church, 

Indianapolis. The Fellowship meets the weekend prior to the SBC 

annual meeting at a local Baptist church in the SBC’s host city. 

Beth Moore 

speaks at the SBC 

Ministers’ Wives 

Conference  
“Pastors’ homes, 

staff homes, churches 

are in all manner of 

assaults...you and I 

have got to fight,” 

Beth Moore said.

But choose your 

fights wisely, Moore 

advised. Don’t fight 

for lost causes or for 

yesterday, she said. 

“Whatever God has 

for you, it’s not behind 

you.”

Moore cautioned 

her listeners to learn 

to say “no.” 

“Do a couple of 

things and do them 

with everything 

you’ve got.... she said. 

“If you’re going to say 

‘yes’ to God, you’re 

going to say ‘no’ 

to a bunch of other 

people.”

“Fight for your 

man,” she said. “Fight 

for your family. Fight 

for your marriage 

with everything you 

have got. Young’uns 

grow up and he’s 

what you’ve got,” 

Moore said. “If you’re 

still drawing breath, 

you’ve got to keep 

working on your 

marriage.”

Guest speaker for 

the 2005 Ministers’ 

Wives Conference 

is Kay Warren of 

Saddleback Church 

in Lake Forest, Calif. 

Her topic: A purpose-

driven woman. 



By Michael Foust 

INDIANAPOLIS (BP) — 
Southern Baptist messengers 
passed a recommendation June 
15 asking New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary trustees 
to adopt the corporate organi-
zational model known as sole 
membership.

The recommendation, 
which came from the Executive 
Committee, passed by a vote 
of 63.5 percent (3,579 votes) to 
36.5 percent (2,059 votes). Sole 
membership seeks to clarify 
– in legal language – that the 
convention owns all of its enti-
ties.

The other fi ve seminaries 
previously have adopted sole 
membership, as have the North 
American Mission Board, 
International Mission Board, 
LifeWay Christian Resources, 
the Ethics & Religious Liberty 
Commission and the Annuity 
Board. In each instance, SBC 
messengers approved the re-
spective charter change.

But New Orleans Seminary 
representatives had held out, 
saying that sole membership 
violates Baptist polity and also 
is incompatible with Louisiana 
law. Seminary President Chuck 
Kelley, though, had said that if 
messengers asked trustees to 
adopt sole membership, they 
would.

Southern Baptist Conven-
tion lawyer Jim Guenther told 
messengers he believes sole 
membership to be compatible 
with Louisiana law and its 
adoption would prevent New 
Orleans Seminary from dis-
tancing itself from the conven-
tion in the future, much like 
Baylor University did with the 
Baptist General Convention of 
Texas years ago. He added that 
sole membership in Missouri 
likely would have prevented 
fi ve entities from attempting to 
break away from the Missouri 
Baptist Convention.

“This recommendation is 
not rooted in suspicion,” Guen-
ther said. “The Executive Com-
mittee members do not believe 
this seminary board would 
ever fl ee the convention. I per-
sonally believe and the Execu-
tive [Committee] members be-
lieve that the present trustees 
of that seminary are honorable, 
loyal Southern Baptists. 

“But the time to close the 
barn door is before there are 
any horses to get out. The time 
to act is when the messengers 
and the trustees share a com-
mon commitment.”

New Orleans Seminary 
trustees had voted in April to 
offer messengers to the 2005 
meeting in Nashville, Tenn., 
two options: one that would 
include sole membership 
language and another that 
presumably would not include 
sole membership language but 
would affi rm the convention 
as the owner. But the Executive 
Committee voted in February 
and again June 14 to bring the 
matter to messengers.

Kelley asked the messen-
gers June 15 to vote against the 
recommendation, thus giving 
the seminary another year. 

“You have not yet been 
given all the facts and the 
other side of the sole member-
ship story, and I have not been 
given enough time to explain 

the details today,” Kelley said. 
“The bottom line is that Louisi-
ana law is different than that of 
other [entities’] states, and that 
difference makes sole member-
ship more harmful than help-
ful for the SBC.”

The recommendation asks 
New Orleans Seminary trust-
ees to adopt sole membership 
at their October meeting. The 
seminary’s amended charter, 
the recommenda-
tion states, should 
specify the conven-
tion’s right to:
• “elect and re-

move the semi-
nary’s trustees;

• “approve any 
amendment 
of the charter 
adopted by the 
board of trust-
ees;

• “approve any 
merger, con-
solidation or 
dissolution, 
the creation of 
a subsidiary, 
or any change 
in the corpora-
tion’s charter; 
and

• “approve the 
sale, lease or 
other disposi-
tion of all, or 
substantially 
all, of the cor-
poration’s as-
sets.”
The charter 

also asks that the 
new charter “con-
fi rm the seminary 
board’s right to otherwise gov-
ern the institution.”

Tommy French, chairman 
of the New Orleans trustees 
and a messenger from Loui-
siana, spoke from the fl oor 
and asked messengers to vote 
against the recommendation. 
French asserted that under 
Louisiana law, sole member-
ship would not allow the 
convention and New Orleans 
trustees to share in the gover-
nance powers.

“When the Louisiana Bap-
tist Convention made the move 
to protect its entities, it did not 
adopt sole membership in the 
state of Louisiana under Loui-
siana law. The reason for that 
is that the Louisiana law is not 
a model act [state]. The other 
10 entities have adopted sole 
membership under the model 
law, and under Louisiana law 
the sole member has rights 
that cannot be set aside. We’ve 
been assured that those rights 
would be limited, but actually 
Louisiana law will not allow 
that to be limited.”

Guenther, though, said 
that sole membership is com-
patible with Louisiana law.

“As your lawyers, we dis-
agree [with New Orleans Sem-
inary’s arguments], and our 
Louisiana law fi rm disagrees,” 
he said. “Both law fi rms are 
confi dent that sole membership 
works in Louisiana.”

Guenther also discounted 
arguments that sole member-
ship would result in the Execu-
tive Committee having more 
power. The sole member, he 
said, would be the convention, 
not the Executive Committee.

“It’s not about changing 
the historic covenant between 

the convention and the semi-
nary,” Guenther said. “It is 
about sealing that covenant to 
make sure that a Baylor-like 
event does not occur in this 
convention.”

Sole membership, Guen-
ther said, would clarify in legal 
language the historical rela-
tionship between the Southern 
Baptist Convention and New 
Orleans Seminary.

“You and I may under-
stand the historic relationship 
between the convention and 
its seminary, but that does not 
mean a Louisiana court would 
understand it,” he said. “So it’s 
important for us to take this 
longstanding relationship be-
tween the convention and the 
seminary and cast it in terms 
we know a court will under-
stand.”

Tom Johnson, a messen-
ger from Fredericktown, Mo., 
and a New Orleans Seminary 
trustee, said that adoption of 
the recommendation would re-
sult in micromanagement.

“If every time a Southern 
Baptist entity doesn’t agree 
with the Executive Committee, 

are we going to have a motion 
to instruct its entity to do what 
it’s told?” Johnson asked. “Give 
us a chance to do what you 
have elected us to do. Please do 
not micromanage each of your 
entities and instruct us how to 
do our jobs.”

Wiley Drake, a messenger 
from Buena Park, Calif., spoke 
in favor of the recommenda-
tion.

“We need to be in 
charge of our seminar-
ies,” he said. “That’s 
not micromanagement. 
That is management by 
individual pastors and 
people alike – from 
little tiny churches like 
First Southern in Buena 
Park [to] big churches.”

Kelley noted that 
the Executive Commit-
tee itself had not yet 
adopted sole member-
ship. He argued that 
because of that, New 
Orleans Seminary 
should be given an 
extra year to present its 
alternatives.

Guenther, though, 
said that the Executive 
Committee has plans 
for acting.

“The Executive 
Committee has had 
that charter ready and 
it has waited now for 
seven years for the 
fi nal entity of this 
convention, which has 
turned out to be this 
seminary, to act,” he 
said. “When that fi nal 
entity acts, the Execu-

tive Committee will bring its 
charter along with the neces-
sary amendments to the South-
ern Baptist Convention’s by-
laws to this body for approval.”

Later in the day, Executive 
Committee President Morris 
H. Chapman told messengers 
that the Executive Committee 
would adopt sole membership 
prior to next year’s meeting, 
assuming that New Orleans 
trustees also adopt sole mem-
bership.

“Our charter amendments 
have to be consistent with the 
variations in all of the other 
entities’ charters, so therefore 
it is necessary for the Executive 
Committee to be done last,” 
Chapman said.

Messengers ask NOBTS to adopt sole membership

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary President 

Chuck Kelley addresses messengers in Indianapolis on 

the issue of sole membership.
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Manuel Rodriguez of 

My Friend’s House 

Christian Fellowship, 

San Antonio, plays 

the flugelhorn June 

12 during the annual 

meeting of the 

National Fellowship 

of Hispanic Southern 

Baptist Churches, held 

at Northside Church, 

Indianapolis, prior 

to the SBC annual 

meeting.



BL • July 2004 • 12

By Mark Kelly 

RICHMOND, Va. (BP) — 
Southern Baptist churches 
– and their 5,376 missionaries 
around the world – are cel-
ebrating a monumental $136.2 
million response to the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering for 
International Missions.

When the books on the 
2003 offering closed May 31, 
Southern Baptists had given 
$136,204,648 – an increase of 
almost $21.2 million, or 18.4 
percent, over 2002 – the largest 
dollar increase in the offer-
ing’s 115-year history.

“Southern Baptists are 
shouting ‘Glory to God!’ over 
this marvelous response to 
the needs of a lost world,” said 
International Mission Board 
President Jerry Rankin. “God’s 
people feel His heartbreak 
over 1.6 billion people with 
little hope of even hearing 
about Jesus Christ. They were 
distressed that qualifi ed mis-
sionaries were being held back 
for lack of fi nances. And they 
responded with a vision and 
passion only God’s Spirit can 
inspire.

“We are especially grate-
ful to Woman’s Missionary 
Union for their wholehearted 
partnership in encouraging 
Southern Baptists to step up to 
this tremendous challenge.”

“We are grateful for the 
priority that Southern Baptists 
have placed on missions sup-
port by giving sacrifi cially to 
the Lottie Moon Christmas of-
fering,” said Wanda Lee, exec-
utive director/treasurer of na-
tional WMU. “It is a privilege 
to partner with state WMU 
offi ces, WMU leaders, the 
International Mission Board 
and missions advocates in our 
churches as we collectively 
seek to engage literally every-
one in the mission of God.”

Rankin appealed to the 
churches for sacrifi cial giv-
ing because fi nancial support 
had been lagging behind the 
increasing numbers of church 
members coming forward for 
overseas missionary service. 
The IMB was forced to limit 
missionary appointments and 
cut stateside staff in June 2003 
to keep expenses in line with 
income.

The board now can loosen 

restrictions on missionary ap-
pointments, Rankin said. After 
projections indicated the offer-
ing would surpass its $133 mil-
lion goal, the agency’s trustees 
voted in May to send 200 more 
long- and short-term mission-
aries than previously had been 
planned.

Such a stirring among 
Southern Baptists is just one 
dimension of a powerful move-
ment of God’s Spirit around 
the world, said Gordon Fort, 
the IMB’s vice president for 
overseas operations.

“Last year, more than 
510,000 believers were baptized 
by Southern Baptist missionar-
ies and their national Baptist 
co-workers,” Fort said. “Our 
missionaries were able to en-
gage 192 new people groups 
with the Gospel.

“All the turmoil and uncer-
tainty in the world is creating 
a spiritual hunger, and people 
are unusually responsive to the 
Good News of salvation in Je-
sus Christ. Traditional barriers 
are falling, and God is opening 
doors that have been closed for 
centuries. The harvest is accel-
erating, and God is calling out 

more laborers to work in the 
fi elds.

That calls for churches to 
make an ever-deepening com-
mitment to the commission 
Christ gave them to make dis-
ciples of all peoples, said Larry 
Cox, the board’s vice president 
for mobilization.

“The task before us is 
enormous, and God’s Spirit 
is moving quickly,” Cox said. 
“Southern Baptists will have to 
move quickly if they are going 
to keep up with Him.

“We are not sending out 
these new missionaries for one 
year only. If they are going to 
be able to stay on the mission 
fi eld – if we are going to be 
able to send the others God 
also is calling – we must sus-
tain and increase this level of 
giving.

“Southern Baptist churches 
love missions. We are all about 
missions,” Cox said. “Nothing 
stirs our hearts more than the 
thought of people who never 
had the opportunity to hear 
the Gospel just because we 
didn’t provide the resources 
needed for someone to go and 
tell them.”

Churches respond: Lottie Moon finishes

with $136 million, largest increase in history

By Kathie Chute and 
Michael Chute 

INDIANAPOLIS (BP) — 
Through drama and inspiring 
testimonies, Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union launched the 
2004-06 emphasis of “Christ 
Followers” during its Missions 
Celebration and Annual Meet-
ing June 13-14 at the Indiana 
Convention Center in India-
napolis.

Building on the new em-
phasis, this year’s national 
event encouraged, equipped 
and motivated the more than 
850 participants who regis-
tered for the annual meeting 
to take a closer look at key at-
tributes of a true follower of 
Christ.

“For 116 years, WMU has 
been engaged in discipling 
people of all ages in mis-
sions awareness and per-
sonal involvement,” Wanda 
S. Lee, executive director-
treasurer of national WMU, 
told participants. “We have 
a two-pronged approach to 
capturing the attention of 
today’s generation for missions 
involvement: church-based 
learning experiences and per-
sonal opportunities to serve 
in hands-on missions experi-
ences.”

Lee said WMU is begin-
ning a new initiative called 
“Project HELP: Poverty” as it 
closes out its emphasis on re-
storative justice. Project HELP 
was introduced in 1994 as a 
way for WMU to strategically 
address issues she said were 
“facing the world that were 
calling out for Christians to 
get involved, to do something 
that would change the lives of 
people for good.” 

In addition to Lee, other 
leaders of WMU’s Missions 
Celebration included Amy 
Moody, a musician from Palm 
Beach Garden, Fla.; Janet Hoff-

man, WMU national president 
from Farmerville, La.; 2004 
Acteens panelists; and several 
fi eld personnel representing 
the North American and Inter-
national Mission Boards who 
shared inspirational testimo-
nies about their ministries.

In the president’s address, 
Hoffman told participants, 
“Mostly what God does is love 
you. A love like that ... how is 
it possible to imitate Christ?” 
Hoffman answered the ques-
tion, “First, know Christ. 
Then walk in love. To imitate 
Christ, one must be intimate 
with Christ. The true follower 
of Christ tries to become like 
Christ in direct proportion to 
how much time he spends get-
ting to know Christ.”

In greetings from leaders 
of the International Mission 
Board and North American 
Mission Board, the IMB’s 
Clyde Meador said during 
the last year, for the fi rst time, 
Baptists overseas surpassed 
half a million baptisms. He 
also thanked WMU for its 
support and leadership in the 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offer-
ing, which he said reached an 
all time high of $136.2 million 
this year.

Bob Reccord, president 
of the North American Mis-
sion Board, thanked “God 
for His partnership with us 
in the ministry all the way 
back to the point where Annie 
Armstrong was requested to 
come and raise an offering to 
bring Lottie Moon home just 
for a year of rest that became 
the Lottie Moon Christmas Of-
fering. 

“And then, Annie 
Armstrong had the privilege 
of being elected as your fi rst 
leader and then bears the 
name of the North American 
Mission Board Offering, which 
last Friday [June 11] was 15.3 
percent ahead of a year ago.”

A literacy missions video 
shown at the national WMU 
annual meeting in 1992 had 
such a life-changing affect 
on Rebecca Carnell that she 
returned to Eubank, Ky., deter-
mined to do whatever it took to 
personally get involved in that 
ministry.

During this year’s meeting, 
Carnell was named the 2004 
recipient of the Dellanna West 
O’Brien Award for Women’s 
Leadership Development. This 
award is given to women who 
exemplify what it means to be 
a Christ-follower through ser-
vice to others.

Carnell is a part-time liter-
acy consultant with Kentucky 
Baptists trained as an adult 
reading workshop leader. She 
trains others to become tutors 
and serves as a Missions Ser-
vice Corps volunteer.

During one of her presen-
tations, Lee discussed the 90th 
celebration year of Girls in Ac-
tion, saying, “Who knows if 
that child that you are teaching 
will turn out to be a Martha 
Myers or a Lottie Moon?”

In honor of all the GAs 
for the past 90 years, Lee said 
WMU has established the Dr. 
Martha Myers GA Alumnae of 
Distinction Award. Myers was 
involved in medical missions 
and was killed by a Muslim ex-
tremist in Yemen in December 
2002. 

The award’s recipient this 
year is Sara Ross Clayton of 
Douglas, Ga., a member of 
Northside Church there. 

Concerning WMU special 
ministries, Lee told meeting 
participants the national orga-
nization is currently engaged 
in three, three-year partner-
ships through the Olympics in 
Greece, a ministry with Mus-
lim women in Paris, France, 
and a variety of projects in 
Croatia. This fall after the 
Olympics emphasis, WMU 

will begin a new three-year 
partnership with Moldova, 
building opportunities for vol-
unteers strategically to meet 
the needs of people in that 
country. 

In addition, Lee called 
WMU’s efforts in Missions-
FEST and FamilyFEST “im-
portant and exciting ways 
volunteers are discovering how 
to do missions for the very fi rst 
time.”

During the meeting, $6,950 
was raised for the Vision Fund 
Offering, which provides fund-
ing for all WMU ministries.

In the business session, 
Hoffman was re-elected to a 
fi fth term as national WMU 
president. Kathy Hillman, 
president of Texas WMU, 
was elected national record-
ing secretary, as participants 
acknowledged the service of 
Yolanda Calderon of Modesto, 
Calif., who served four years as 
national recording secretary.

In other business, the ex-
ecutive board: 
• Set the 2006 goal for the 
Annie Armstrong Easter Offer-
ing at $56 million. 
• Set the 2005 goal for the 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offer-
ing at $150 million. 
• Approved Andrea Mullins 
as the new Product Develop-
ment Center Director for WMU, 
SBC. 
• Voted to begin produc-
tion of a subscription-based 
newsletter for adult women to 
premier January 2005. The pur-
pose is to inform and inspire a 
woman to infl uence her world 
for Christ. The cost will be 
$14.99 annually for six issues. 

The 2005 national WMU 
annual meeting is scheduled 
for June 19-20 at First Church 
in Nashville, Tenn. Fisher H. 
Humphreys, professor of divin-
ity at Beeson Divinity School in 
Birmingham, Ala., will lead the 
Bible study for the meeting.

National WMU launches ‘Christ Followers’ emphasis

Beth Ann 

Williams, wearing 

her collection of 

Olympics pins June 

13 during an opening 

session of the annual 

Woman’s Missionary 

Union meeting, talks 

about what ministry 

was like at the 2002 

Winter Olympics in 

Salt Lake City, where 

as a missionary, she 

coordinated events 

sponsored by the 

SBC’s North American 

Mission Board. 

The WMU, an 

auxiliary organization 

of the Southern 

Baptist Convention, 

held its 116th annual 

meeting in the Indiana 

Convention Center 

June 13-14. 
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By John Temple
Pastor of First Church, 

Madison, Miss.

Does your church face 
the deacon dilemma? 
Deacons have always 

been an integral part of the 
ministry in Baptist churches. 
The deacon dilemma has not 
been the existence of deacons, 
but their function.

The big questions is, 
“What are deacons supposed 
to do?” Are they an adminis-
trative board that reviews and 
approves plans and proposals 
- an honor guard that meets 
regularly, discusses much, 
but performs little? Are they 
family ministers attempting to 
meet all needs of any assigned 
to them? Many pastors and 
deacons express frustration 
and sometimes guilt with min-
istry approaches that imply all 
deacons serve the same way. 
They face the deacon dilemma.

LifeWay has developed a 
new resource called, Unleash-
ing the Power of Deacon-Led 
Ministry Teams. This book pres-
ents a practical option to tradi-
tional deacon styles that will 
mimic the deacon ministry 
seen in the book of Acts. John 
A. Temple, the author, is a pas-
tor that has almost ten years 

of practical experience with 
this model. Emphasizing dis-
cipleship, Temple has applied 
principles found in Experienc-
ing God, Masterlife, and Deacons 
Servant Models in the Church, to 
create a fresh approach to dea-
con ministry.

Deacon-led ministry teams 
present several new experi-
ences for deacons:

1. Each deacon volunteers 
for one ministry that centers 
on his calling or passion. There 
is no cookie cutter philosophy 
forcing every deacon to per-
form the same ministry. Each 
deacon serves where “he feels 
a fi re.”

2. Each deacon has at 
least one other person to team 
with them in the leadership of 
the ministry. In this system, 
no one is asked to assume a 
responsibility alone. Greater 
energy, imagination, account-
ability and performance occur 
when teams are developed to 
meet needs.

3. Every church member 
is invited to serve under the 
leadership of the deacon-led 
ministry teams. In addition 
to deacons meeting needs, 
church members will be al-
lowed to volunteer for the 
ministries that interest them. 
Less fatigue will be expe-

rienced when “the whole 
church ministers to the whole 
church.”

4. Greater possibility of 
mentoring can occur. When 
deacons serve alone, training 
is in the classroom only. When 
deacons and church members 
serve together, on-the-job 
training is normal and natural.

occur in meeting needs. As 
new needs are identifi ed, dea-
cons are allowed to volunteer 
for new assignments and ad-
dress new needs.

6. Traditional roles of dea-
cons can be incorporated into 
this new style. Deacons who 

wish to continue Deacon Fam-
ily Ministry, or any other style, 
will fi nd that teams allow a 
continuation of ministry that 
has been successful in the past.

Temple will be coming to 
Skycroft Conference Center on 
September 24-25 to introduce 
us to this new style of minis-
try. During this conference, 

to allow participants to imple-
ment this style of deacon work 
after the workshop. If you 
are looking for options with 
the deacon ministry of your 
church, consider bringing your 
deacons to this workshop to be 
held this fall.

Do you need a deacon option for your church?

iVotevalues.com truck rigged to register/inform voters
By Morris Abernathy  

INDIANAPOLIS (BP) — 
According to Bureau of Trans-
portation statistics, nearly 
5 million commercial semi-
trailer trucks are registered in 
the United States. But in a few 
days, one truck will stand out 
in the convoy 
of 18-wheelers 
on our nation’s 
highways — the 
iVoteValues.com 
Mobile Voter 
Registration Rig 
and Information 
Center.

While 
iVoteValues.com, 
an initiative to 
register voters 
and underscore the impor-
tance of voting one’s values, 
was launched with its website 
as the primary vehicle to carry 
the message, it now has a part-
ner on wheels ready to cross 
the country.

The rig, which made its 
debut on the exhibit fl oor 
during the Southern Baptist 
Convention annual meeting 
in Indianapolis, is decorated 
in a red, white and blue motif 
and packed with resources, 
including video screens and 
computers to aid voters in ap-
preciating the importance of 
voting on Election Day and the 
necessity of considering bibli-
cal truths when entering the 
voting booth.

SBC President Jack Gra-
ham was the fi rst to enter the 
iVoteValues.com truck the 
morning of June 14. He praised 
the initiative for calling Amer-
icans to engage in the “simple 
act of registering to vote” and 

for its focus on informing citi-
zens of issues critical to the 
nation and its future. Graham 
is pastor of the Dallas-area 
Prestonwood Church, Plano, 
Texas.

The 77-foot semi-trailer is 
designed for visitors to have 
an interactive experience as 

they walk through it. The 
truck will be equipped with 
seven computer stations to al-
low guests to begin the voter 
registration process and to be 
introduced to the concept of 
values-based voting.

Long emphasized by SBC 
ethicist Richard Land, the 
principle of values-based vot-
ing calls for Americans to vote 
their values, not their political 
party or the candidate whose 
economic proposals stand to 
benefi t them fi nancially. Land 
is president of the Ethics & 
Religious Liberty Commis-
sion, the group spearheading 
the iVoteValues.com campaign 
and which outfi tted the mobile 
voter registration unit for the 
road.

Land noted it might ap-
pear a little unorthodox for 
the moral concerns and public 
policy entity of the Southern 
Baptist Convention to have a 
tractor-trailer, but he said the 

circumstances that brought 
the truck to the ERLC were not 
happenstance.

“The truck has had a sto-
ried life,” Land said, noting 
the semi previously carried 
equipment and merchandise 
for the Charlie Daniels Band 
as they toured the country. 

The truck’s owners, Sid and Jill 
Yochim, left the music busi-
ness soon after they gave their 
lives to Jesus Christ in 1989. 
The truck subsequently was 
dormant while the Yochims 
looked forward to a day when 
God would have a need for it.

“We had several oppor-
tunities to sell the rig and we 
really could have used the 
money, but we hung onto it,” 
said the Yochims, members of 
First Church, Lebanon, Tenn. 
“We are glad we didn’t sell the 
truck because now the Lord is 
going to use it.”

While the ERLC is refur-
bishing the vehicle for the 
iVoteValues.com effort, the Yo-
chims are only looking for the 
costs of driving the truck from 
stop to stop to be covered. 
Yochim said the truck already 
had traveled to every state in 
the union. “We played just 
about every coliseum, conven-
tion center, private party and 

beer joint you could imagine,” 
he said.

“Looking at the truck 
now, I realize I have done a 
180 percent turn-around in 
every part of my life,” said Sid 
Yochim, who will be piloting 
the iVoteValues.com truck with 
his wife and two children on 

board for the tour.
“Instead of travel-

ing all over the coun-
try going to honky-
tonks and beer joints, 
we’re going to be 
traveling to churches, 
Christian concerts 
and other events with 
a message that calls 
Americans to refl ect 
on their cherished 
right to participate in 

our democracy.”
The iVoteValues.com Mo-

bile Voter Registration and 
Event Center will leave In-
dianapolis after the Southern 
Baptist Convention and head 
south to an event sponsored by 
the Georgia Baptist Conven-
tion in Atlanta. Other stops 
already scheduled for the truck 
are Midwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Kansas 
City, Mo.; New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary; and an 
iVoteValues.com conference at 
Two Rivers Church in Nash-
ville. The truck also will travel 
to South Dakota, Florida, North 
Carolina and Louisana. More 
events are yet to be scheduled.

In addition to Land, Focus 
on the Family’s James Dobson, 
Jay Sekulow of the American 
Center for Law and Justice 
and Jerry Falwell, pastor of 
Thomas Road Church, Lynch-
burg, Va., will be headlining 
some of the stops.

Unleashing
the PowerofDeacon–Led 

Ministry
Deacons/Pastors Retreat 
September 24-25

Only $49 for double-occupancy, register today! 
Call (800) 466-5290, ext. 218, e-mail gnoda@bcmd.org 
or visit www.yourbcmd.org/leadership

 In addition to its website, the iVoteValues.com voter mobilization and education effort will 

feature a specially outfitted tractor-trailer in a tour of cities across the U.S.  
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Bob Gerstmyer

BFCS Executive Director

For more information 
about BFCS, or to ask 
questions or comment 

on articles on this page, 
please call BFCS 
Public Relations 

Associate, Tim Durkin 
(410) 872-1050 ext. 143 

Baptist Family and 

Children’s Services  
7175 Columbia 

Gateway Dr., Suite F 
Columbia, MD 21046

Phone: 
(410) 872-1050    
(800) 621-8834 

Fax: 
(410) 872-1047 

E-mail: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org
Online: 

www.baptistfamily.org

Would you like to be on 
our e-mail list? 

Send a message to: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org

By Larry Glover-
Wetherington, Pastor, 

Chestnut Ridge 
Baptist Church

It was 6:45 pm Wednesday 
evening, 15 minutes be-
fore prayer meeting was to 

start. I decided to take a quick 
five-minute walk in the early 
evening air. Almost immedi-
ately, I came across a Hispanic 
man motioning for me to come 
over to him. He was standing 
outside the gatehouse of a very 
exclusive community, and he 
was quite dirty from a long 
day’s labor. 

He spoke virtually no 
English, and I only know four 
words of Spanish. It soon be-
came evident to me that he 
was stranded, and I invited 
him to the church to use the 
phone. Our minister of music, 
Rob Gerstmyer (son of Baptist 
Family executive director, Bob 
Gerstmyer), speaks some Span-
ish. He determined that a land-
scaping work crew had left our 
new friend behind at the end 
of the day. 

It was time for prayer 
meeting to start. The Good Sa-
maritan story ran through my 
mind, especially the part about 
the priest who didn’t stop to 
help because he was going to 
the temple. 

I asked our chair of dea-
cons, Bill Welsh, and Rob if 
they could take the man to buy 
a phone card so he could make 
a long distance call–back home 
to Guatemala. It turned out 
that the man didn’t know the 
address where he was staying! 

Rob has a close Hispanic 
friend who is (not surprisingly) 
fluent in Spanish. Rob called 
his friend and asked him to 
act as our interpreter. We re-
ally needed one because our 
lost friend was very distressed 
by this time. Our interpreter 
was able to tell us that, even 
though the lost man did not 
know where he was staying, he 
did know where to report for 
work–Langley, Va., almost two 
hours away. After speaking 
with someone who could un-
derstand and comfort him, the 
greatly relieved man sighed 

deeply and settled into a chair 
until choir practice was over.

Later that night, the situa-
tion was resolved by Rob tak-
ing our new Guatemalan 
friend to meet our interpreter, 
who put him up for the night. 
The next morning, our inter-
preter very gener-
ously drove the 
man to work.

For sev-
eral months, 
our church 
has been 
working with 
Baptist Family 
and Children’s 
Services to begin a 
Good Samaritan ministry to 
persons in distress. Our inten-
tion has been to strategize to-
wards serving the whole com-
munity. We didn’t expect an 
opportunity to serve, almost 
exactly in the tradition of the 
Good Samaritan, to suddenly 
occur on our doorstep! But this 
man will be telling quite a sto-
ry to his family in Guatemala 
of the help he received from 
Good Samaritans in America.

And despite the language 
barrier, we did have at least 
one moment of pure commu-
nication with our lost friend.  
Driving to his apartment, Rob 
heard the man saying, “God is 
grande! God is grande!”

Good Samaritans in action help a stranger stranded 

far away from home

By Bob Gerstmyer

Last month Baptist Family 
and the Columbia-based law 
firm of Davis, Agnor, Rapaport 
& Skalny participated in a 
conference advising churches 
on how to deal with risk and 
liability. We focused especially 
on the liabilities that churches 
face when they work with chil-
dren.

Churches are more vul-
nerable than most institutions 
because they are a community 
of trust. In this setting, people 
are more likely to trust strang-
ers with the care of their chil-
dren more than anywhere else. 

Almost every church has 
some kind of youth group, day 
care, VBS or other child- or 
adolescent-focused ministry. 
And each of these ministries 
is a source of risk and liability. 
Risk does not rule out trust. 
But risk forces those charged 
with the management of a 
church community to manage 
their liabilities.

Every church needs more 
volunteers to help in its child 
care programs. But did you 
know that most companies 
offering liability insurance to 
churches require that volun-
teers be members of a church 
for six months before they 
can volunteer to work with 
children? How many of our 
churches invite new members 
to volunteer in the nursery 
their second week of attend-
ing services? Not paying at-
tention to insurance policy 
requirements--or even worse, 
not having liability coverage 
at all--is a major blind spot for 
many churches. 

Consider this scenario: 
a child at VBS is improperly 
supervised by a volunteer who 
has been in the church for one 
month. The child starts climb-
ing a tree, but falls and breaks 
his arm. The church could 
very easily be held liable for 

this injury, but their insurance 
would probably not pay for it, 
and the church would have to 
find other funds to cover the 
cost of treatment. Poor man-
agement of risks and liabilities 
can mean dire consequences 
for the church.

Another focus of our 
conference was on the respon-
sibilities that churches have 
regarding child abuse and 
neglect. Church leaders, other 
staff and volunteers have an 
abundance of contact with 
children, and need to know 
their legal responsibilities re-
garding the reporting of abuse 
and neglect. 

Last year, child protec-
tive service agencies across 
the country received about 2.6 
million referrals of possible 
maltreatment in 2002. Of those 
investigated, an estimated 
896,000 children were victims 
of abuse and/or neglect. This 
means that about 12 out of ev-
ery 1,000 children are victim-
ized each year. So it is likely 
that a number of our church 
staff are coming into contact 
with abused or neglected kids.

Child abuse laws in both 
Maryland and Delaware re-
quire that anyone who has rea-
son to believe that a child has 
been subjected to abuse report 
it to the local department of 
social services or to the police. 
Moreover, both Maryland and 
Delaware have “good faith” 
laws, so that individuals who 
report possible child abuse in 
good faith cannot be held li-
able if an official investigation 
turns up no evidence of actual 
abuse.

Child neglect laws are, 
again, similar in Maryland and 
Delaware. How do we define 
child neglect? Maryland Law 
defines it as “the leaving of 
a child unattended or other 
failure to give proper care 
and attention to a child by the 
child’s parents, guardian, or 
custodian under circumstances 
that indicate that the child’s 
health or welfare is signifi-
cantly harmed or placed at risk 
of significant harm.” Keep this 
definition in mind when work-
ing with kids.  

The question becomes: do 
you know children who are 

being abused or neglected? 
Reports of suspected child 
abuse or neglect should be 
made to the police or a county 
department of social services 
immediately. Delays in report-
ing mean delays in providing 
assistance to the victim and 
can complicate the process of 
investigation and validation. 
As soon as you suspect that a 
child has been abused or ne-
glected, you should make the 
call.

There is a lot more to cover 
on these topics. I only have a 
few column inches here, and 
our conference lasted an entire 
day. To bring advice on this 
important topic to our brothers 
and sisters across the BCM/D, 
Baptist Family is taking this 
conference on the road. We 
already have specific dates set 
up to meet with churches and 
associations around Maryland 
and Delaware. 

To find out when we will 
be in your area, or to schedule 
a consultation to address your 
church’s specific needs, please 
call Tricia Walters at (800) 621-
8834, extension 112. 

Answers to critical church liability issues

Fat cats, flames and 
fairy tales! Find out more in 
Kevin Neece’s Reel Advice, a 
film guide for parents. This 
month: Garfield, Spider Man 
2 and A Cinderella Story.

For the full reviews visit
www.baptistlifeonline.org. 
 

Kevin C. Neece lives in 
Fort Worth, Texas, with his 
wife Melissa. E-mail him at 
kevin_c_neece@yahoo.com

Reel Advice 
with Kevin Neece
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ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR 
— First Baptist Church of Bowl-
ing Green, Ky., is searching for 
an activities director for its new 
Christian Life Center. Qualifi ca-
tions include either a degree or 
experience in directing a recre-
ation program. A personal com-
mitment to the Christian faith 
is necessary as well. Salary and 
benefi ts are negotiable and will 
depend upon qualifi cations and 
experience. 

If interested, please send 
resume along with a cover letter 
to: Search Committee, First Bap-
tist Church, 621 E. 12th Avenue, 
Bowling Green, KY 42101.

SCHOOL DIRECTOR — Seek-
ing F/T mature Christian 
for our pre-k through sixth 
grade school. Please send your 
resume to Berwyn Baptist 
Church, 4720 Cherokee St. Col-
lege Park, MD 20740 or e-mail to 
staff@berwynbaptist.org. For more 
information, call (301) 474-7117. 

CHURCH PEWS FOR SALE 
— 32 Church pews. Eighteen 
feet long. Padded seats. Avail-
able mid-July. Best offer. (410) 
255-5413.

NEED HELP WITH THAT 
NEXT SPECIAL EVENT? 
— Call (302) 234-0447 for excep-

tional service & consultation. We 
offer a full line of promotional 
products & services. Call today 
for an appointment to see our 
Inspirational Appointment Cal-
endar & receive 15% off your 
new calendar order. 

Call or e-mail us for 
your FREE catalog! Paul R. 
Stambaugh, Sr., Account Ex-
ecutive (302) 234-0447, Lee 
Wayne Corporation (302) 
234-0447, Cell (302) 528-5582 
prslw@comcast.net http://paulst
ambaugh.leewaynecatalog.com.

LIN WALLBERG, SOLO 
HANDBELLS — Available 
for concerts, worship services, 
clinics, weddings, etc. Add the 
beautiful touch of handbells 

to your special occasion. Con-
tact: Lin Wallberg, website: 
BellSolos.com, Phone: (301) 586-
0317, E-mail: lin@bellsolos.com. 

RETREAT TO THE OCEAN 
—The Baptist Retreat Center 
in Ocean City is available for 
Fall – Spring Retreats. We can 
accommodate groups as large 
as 65. For more info. call (410) 
289-6573 or check hhtp:\\
www.OCBaptist.org.

ARBUTUS 
REFRIGERATION

&
FOOD SERVICE EQUIPMENT

3635 Benson Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21227

410-525-3100
Fax: 410-525-3185

Serves:
• Churches  • Schools
• Banquet halls • Fellowship halls

Provides:
• Designing and planning
• Commercial refrigeration sales & service
• Ice machines
• Beverage systems
• Commercial restaurant equipment

Contact: Len Wickham
(443) 677-4191

The Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware 
would like to keep Women’s Ministry Leaders up 
to date with state and national Women’s Ministry 
opportunities. Please send your name, address, phone, 
email and church name to:

Melody Knox, BCM/D Consultant for 
Women’s Ministry at (800) 466-5290 ext. 261, 
10255 Old Columbia Rd., Columbia, MD 21046 
or email her at mknox@bcmd.org

Do you lead a 

Women’s Ministry?

Employment

Miscellaneous

Ask for the church discount that is 
available to BCM/D churches! 



By Shannon Baker and 
Ellen Udovich

The college experience is 
full of challenges and 
opportunities: learning to 

live with a roommate, learning to 
manage assignments, learning to 
make good choices in a diverse 
cultural environment. For some 
Maryland/Delaware young adults, 
college offers another opportunity: 
learning to be a leader in ministry.

For Connie Zinn, the path 
from her childhood in Calvert 
County to a church staff position 

in Delaware led through Baptist 
Student Ministry at University 
of Maryland, Baltimore County, 
summer mission work in inner-city 
Baltimore, fi ve years of mission 
work in Africa, to seminary and 
now to Ogletown Church, where 
she serves as minister of children 
and preschool.

Bruce Glisson grew up in 
Temple Hills, Md. but now serves 
as senior pastor of First Church,  
Westernport. Bruce’s involvement 
in student ministry at Towson 
University led to tutoring children 
at Seventh Church, serving as a 

short term International Mission 
Board volunteer for two years in 
Argentina, and fi nally attending 
seminary in preparation for the 
pastorate.

Both Connie and Bruce say 
that their experiences in student 
ministry opened a door for them 
into the wider world of Christian 
life and service. And for every 
Connie or Bruce who “graduates” 
from Baptist Student Ministry into 
professional ministry positions, 
there are dozens of other student 
ministry “graduates” serving 
behind the scenes in local churches 

as lay leaders and champions of 
missions work.

Maryland/Delaware Baptists 
currently have student ministry 
work on fi fteen campuses, yet 
thousands of students in our 
area attend schools without a 
Baptist witness. Your gift to the 
State Missions Offering will help 
strengthen our existing student 
ministry work and help establish 
ministry on other campuses. 

As you give, prayerfully 
consider if God is opening a 
door for you and your church to 
minister to college students. 

Please pray for:

•  More churches willing to help start new 
churches

•  Baptist Student Ministries as they reach 
and disciple students on 15 campuses

•  Churches ministering to internationals 
through English as a Second Language and 
Bible studies

•  Each BCM/D church to be involved in at 
least one outreach ministry this year

•  BCM/D churches to meet the 2004 
Offerings Goal 
of $225,000

We believe that we are 
seeing a movement of 
God in Maryland and 

Delaware. He has set before us 
a “great and open door.” There 
is a stirring of God’s people in 
Baltimore. God’s people are 
praying for an awakening in 
Wilmington. God has opened 
a door for us to set up spiritual 
lighthouses in the changing 
communities of Southern 
Maryland, mid-Maryland, and the 
DelMarva. There is a hunger in the 
diverse areas of Montgomery and 
Prince Georges County. Frederick 
and points west show signs of 

becoming the 
next frontier 
of open 
doors for 
evangelism 
and ministry.

What Paul said about 
his work in Ephesus could be said 
equally about us, “A huge door of 
opportunity for good work has 
opened up here” (1 Cor. 16:9 The 
Message).

With a huge open door before 
us, and the real concern that these 
doors may soon close always with 
us, we need to boldly step into our 
future. The time is ripe to see our 

prayers answered. 
God is at work 

among us. With that 
in mind, I challenge 

you to think boldly as you set 
your State Missions Offering goal 
in your church. The time to act is 
now!

Yours in Him,

BCM/D Executive Director 

Find prayer guides, devotionals, stories, lessons and more at www.yourbcmd.org/opendoor 

2004 State Missions Offering Preview — materials sent out mid July!

Places Maryland/Delaware 
Baptists meet for worship:

•  church buildings
•  schools 
•  shopping centers
•  homes
•  barbershops
•  fi tness centers
•  campgrounds
•  movie theatres

Promotional resources provided 
in packets (mailed mid-July):

• Letter from Dr. Lee
• Theme Poster
• Bulletin insert
• Offering envelopes
• Feature stories
• Theme sermon
• Teaching lessons for adults, youth and 

children
• Clip art
• Music sheets
• Devotional Book

2004 Offerings for Maryland and Delaware Missions:
A Great Open Door • September 5–12, 2004 • www.yourbcmd.org/opendoor

$75,000

$60,000

$40,000

$50,000

Baptist Student Ministry: developing tomorrow’s leaders today!

NEW!

The following is just one of the 
devotionals in our new “2004 
Offerings Devotional Book” Visit 
www.yourbcmd.org/opendoor and 
download the full book today!

 ‘Pre’- je-des’ – from Latin
praejudicium, literally, 
‘previous judgment;’ 
(1) preconceived 
judgment or opinion; 
(2) an adverse opinion 
or leaning formed 
without just grounds 
or before suffi cient 
knowledge. 

He was just, plain prejudice.
It was something of a pattern with 
him. For instance, he didn’t have a 
lot of respect for women – confused 
why his teacher would take time 
to even talk with a woman. He 
questioned the spiritual integrity of 
people who had various illnesses. 
He had a short fuse when it came to 
members of the ruling parties. And, 
he didn’t trust ‘outsiders’.

Admittedly, he had been taught 
to hate these Gentiles all of his 
life. And, regardless of over three 
years of a model that challenged 
this value, Peter still struggled 
with it. Notwithstanding, he was a 

prominent spokesman for the Good 
News of God’s Kingdom. He was 
an infl uencing leader of the Church 
in Jerusalem.

After a long season of service, 
Peter retreated to the beach 

– specifi cally to the town of
ppa. There he found a
guest room at the home of
Simon, a leatherworker 
in town. Up on the fl at 
roof, basking in the 
Mediterranean sun, 

smelling the salt air, 
Peter prayed and, with the

nt of lunch wafting up to
him, he dozed off.
The dream was startling and 

memorable…a sheet dropped out 
of heaven like a great, big picnic 
throw. But the food was the kinds 
of things that turned his stomach. 
Stuff that he had been taught for so 
long was so bad that the sight of it 
made him queasy. Then the voice 
– a voice he had heard before while 
on the mountain with Jesus – a 
voice which now told him to “dig 
in!” He protested. But that voice 
said, “If God says this is clean then 
it is clean!” Three times this vision 
repeated – this unmistakable voice 
roared. Then, Peter woke up.

There he sat in an afternoon 
after-nap fog. Rubbing the sand 
from his eyes he began to ask: Why 
this dream? Why now? What did I 
have for breakfast?! 

In the distance he hears a knock 
at the door. Three men – all sent 
from God. All of them Gentiles, 
Romans – objects of Peter’s 
prejudice. God says, “Go down 
stairs and, without hesitation, 
accompany these men. I sent them 
to you!” Thirty minutes earlier 
Peter would not have believed such 
an entourage could possibly have 
come from God. 

So, who is knocking at your 
door? – the door to your house, 
the door to your offi ce, the door 
to your dorm, the door to your 
life. How have you pre-judged 
them? That can’t possibly be an 
opportunity from God! (I can’t eat 
from that table – I’ve been taught 
that all of my life.) As Peter sat in 
Cornelius’ home listening to his 
spiritual journey he concluded, 
“Now I see it! God doesn’t show 
partiality (and neither can I)…He 
accepts anyone who reveres Him 
and seeks to do the right thing 
(and so must I).” Listen. Someone is 
knocking on the door.

So who is knocking at your door? Acts 10:15-20
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