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By Vivian Phillips
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

WILMINGTON, Del. — 
The city of Wilmington has 
Southern Baptists to thank for 
being the fi rst sponsor of the 
Wilmington Games. The games, 
held in the summer, began 
three years ago, limping by 
solely with the support of the 
local Department of Parks and 
Recreation. 

The cost for sponsoring the 
games, occurring July 21 thru 
Aug. 7, was $10,000 which was 
provided by a $5,000 contribu-
tion from the Baptist Conven-
tion of Maryland/Delaware, 
$2,000 from the North Ameri-
can Mission Board, $2,000 from 
Delaware Association (DBA) 
and $1,000 from Ogletown 
Church. Remaining funding 
was also provided by Ogletown 
Church for the purchase of sup-
plies to conduct outreach and 
minister at the Wilmington 
Games.

Romain Alexander, director 
of the Wilmington Department 
of Parks and Recreation, said 
the “sponsorship with DBA has 
made a tremendous difference.” 
Some of those differences were 
increased attendance, the box-
ing competition held indoors 
as opposed to outside, spon-
sorship of 15 basketball teams, 
hiring of referees, T-shirt give-
aways and more free food.

Other aspects of the Wilm-
ington Games included softball, 
swimming, tennis, fl ag football, 
kayaking, martial arts, track 
and fi eld, table tennis, weight-

lifting, chess and checkers, 
board games and soccer. 

Saturday lunches were 
served from an outdoor grill 
with tables manned by Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation 
volunteers working alongside 
DBA volunteers. 

Individual members of 
martial arts groups exhibited 
their skills on mats while bas-

ketball teams played behind 
them. The neon green shirts 
of DBA volunteers seated with 
note pads revealed that they 
were assisting with martial arts 
scoring.

Baptists were situated in at 
least three different areas of the 
park. Anyone walking by the 
tables was offered a free bottle 
of cold water. 

A colorful business card 
welcomed individuals to the 
Wilmington Games and re-
minded them of Jesus’ love. 
The reverse side included con-
tact information for DBA as 
well as two nearby association 
churches, Solid Rock Church 
and Latter Day Church. 

Baptists pave a path to victory 
through the Wilmington Games

McLEAN, Va. (BP) — For 
churches and other tax-ex-
empt organizations, every 
four years the doctrine of 
election takes on a special 
meaning – as the IRS warns of 
the dangers of involvement in 
elections.

Since the inception of 
the federal income tax in 
1913, Congress has granted 
churches an exemption from 
paying this tax. However, in 
1954, Congress enacted an 
additional condition for main-
taining Internal Revenue Code 
Section 501(c)(3) exempt sta-
tus: a prohibition from engag-
ing in “any political campaign 
on behalf of (or in opposition 
to) any candidate for public 
offi ce.” This politicking pro-
hibition was put forward by 

then-Sen. Lyndon Johnson to 
punish a Texas nonprofi t that 
dared to oppose his political 
candidacy. 

As we round the sharp 
turns leading to another presi-
dential election this fall, and 
as churches seek to fulfi ll their 
biblical calling to engage our 
culture morally and socially, 
their understanding of the 
actual contours of this legal 
guardrail becomes increas-
ingly important. Examining 
the permitted exits in the 
guardrails is vital as a grow-
ing number of evangelical 
leaders engage in renewed ef-
forts to increase voter turnout. 
This article addresses in FAQ 
format questions commonly 
raised by churches concerning 
this issue. 

Q: How much political 
campaign activity is per-
missible for a tax-exempt 
church?

A: None. Section 501(c)(3) 
provides an absolute prohibi-
tion on churches from partici-
pating or intervening in any 
political campaign on behalf 
of, or in opposition to, any 
candidate for public offi ce. 
This absolute prohibition on 
politicking is in contrast to the 
limited amount of lobbying 
activities in which a tax-ex-
empt church can engage. 

Q. Hasn’t Congress 
changed the law recently to 
make it legal for churches 
to be involved in political 
campaign activity.

A. Recent efforts to amend 
Section 501(c)(3) so that tax-

exempt churches are no longer 
subject to an absolute prohi-
bition on political activities, 
such as the Houses of Worship 
Political Speech Protection 
Act, have yet to garner suf-
fi cient support in Congress. If 
such legislation should pass, 
it likely will not be a blank 
check on politicking but pro-
vide for limited exceptions to 
the blanket prohibition.

Q: Is a church allowed 
to encourage its members 
and others to vote?

A: Yes. Nonpartisan en-
couragement of members to be 
responsible citizens who vote 
and take an interest in the po-
litical process is not prohibited 
political campaign activity. 

continued on page four

continued on page five

ANALYSIS: Churches & politics: 
a primer for following the law

Youth participated in sporting events, such as the martial arts event pictured above, throughout the 

city of Wilmington, Del., from July 21 through Aug. 7. Delaware Association partnered with the City 

of Wilmington to provide the staffing, funding and coordination of events.

Luis Palau “DC 

Festival” Meeting

Baptist Center
October 13
10:30-11:30 AM
For more info:
tthornton@bcmd.org.
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“The autumn leaves slip by my window…”

Well not quite yet. But 
soon the air will chill 
and the leaves will 

turn and Indian summer will 
be transformed into full-blown 
autumn. Frank Sinatra once re-
corded a song about the seasons 
of a man’s life that referenced 
autumn. What I remember 
about the song is that the au-
tumn of a person’s life followed 
the glory of summer and pre-
ceded the eventuality of winter. 
In the lyrics of the song, the 
autumnal season was charac-
terized by a rebirth of youthful 
exuberance about life that was 
tied to the moorings of lessons 
learned along the way.

I suppose that I am getting 
more and more comfortable be-
ing in the ‘autumn’ of my life. 
I personally have always loved 
autumn especially the kind we 
have here in the Mid-Atlantic 
region. I’m discovering the 
ability to balance zeal with wis-
dom. I don’t have the energy of 

youth any longer, but I honestly 
feel that I am leveraging my life 
experience to be the most effec-
tive I have ever been both per-
sonally and professionally.

It is a good time for me. 
Like the natural cycle when the 
leaves have one final burst of 
magnificent color, my autumnal 
season of life is chocked full of 
life’s best moments… family, 
friends, colleagues and most 
importantly, my relationship 
with my Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.

I am fascinated by how 
much one person can do. Lately, 
it seems I have seen a great 
number of individuals who, 
though being in the autumn 
of their life, are making a real 
difference in the world around 
them. I am learning that on my 
good days, the difference I can 
make is best described as one 
person at a time.

In 1945, when the first 
atomic bomb was dropped on 

Hiroshima, Japan, there was 
a young doctor who survived 
the blast. Fumio Shigeto was 
waiting for a streetcar about 
a mile from the center of the 
blast. He escaped the brunt 
of the blast by being in the 
shadow of a concrete building. 
However, in his bewilderment 
as to what had just happened, 
he began to focus on the hu-
man suffering that now lay all 
around him. He was only one 
physician with only one tiny 
black bag in his hand. Yet all 
around him were the screams 
of desperately wounded men 
and women. He needed an 
army of doctors and nurses. He 
needed tons of supplies. What 
could one man do with so little 
in the face of so much need? 
Shigeto knelt, opened his med-
ical bag and began treating the 
person lying at his feet!

In the autumn of life you 
know that the odds are great 
that you will never be interna-

tionally famous, accomplish 
anything that will garner ma-
jor awards, or even accomplish 
all you have dreamed. But 
what you do know is that by 
virtue of longevity, maturity 
and even gray hair, you can 
make a difference one person 
at a time. You begin to find 
satisfaction in helping that 
one lonely person today. Or 
that frightened child. Or your 
neighbors whose marriage is 
failing. Or that friend at work 
who’s depressed. Or that soul 
whom the Holy Spirit has 
prepped for a witness of your 
faith!

This fall why not apply 
your life experience along with 
renewed passion to make a 
difference in this world? The 
sobering thing is that these op-
portunities, like the seasons of 
our life, will so quickly pass. 
The songwriter said it best 
when he said, “Work for the 
night is coming!”  

A sabbatical is good for the body and soul

I write on the eve of a long-
anticipated sabbatical. Each 
BCM/D staff person is al-

lowed a one-month sabbatical 
and/or study-leave periodical-
ly. After ten years I am taking 
one. In typical preacher form, 
here are four reasons why I am 
doing it now.

I need it. Every minister 
needs time away to refresh, re-
tool and re-energize his minis-
try. I do, too. 

I want to practice what 
I preach. That is a good rule 

of thumb for every preacher! 
I strongly encourage other 
ministers to take sabbaticals. 
I know the value of them. It 
would be more than hypocriti-
cal to encourage others to do 
what I am not willing to do.

I want to encourage 
ministers to do it and encour-
age churches to allow them 
to do it. In October we will 
observe Minister Appre-
ciation Sunday in Maryland/
Delaware. I strongly encourage 
every church to say “thank 

you” in some tangible way to 
the ministers who serve so 
faithfully. One suggestion is 
to give them an extended (in 
addition to vacation) sabbatical 
and/or study leave. I would 
also recommend that you pro-
vide some additional fi nancial 
resources to allow them to get 
out of town for part or all of 
the time. 

BCM/D needs for me 
to do it. One of my priorities 
for this sabbatical is have ex-
tended time to read, research 

and dream about the future. I 
look forward to plenty of time 
to hear God’s voice. I hope to 
return with a fresh word and 
with new ideas on how to best 
plant churches, strengthen 
existing congregations, equip 
and support leaders, involve 
Maryland/Delaware Baptists 
in missions,and develop re-
sources to undergird our God-
sized vision.

I look forward to giving 
you a report. 

TO BE CONTINUED...

We all enjoy the thrill of winning

It’s hard to imagine the San 
Diego Chargers and the 
Arizona Cardinals play-

ing in the next Super Bowl. It’s 
possible, but not likely. Most 
football fans would certainly 
pick other teams to win the 
NFL championship. The thrill 
of September, however, is that 
every team believes, if it can 
avoid key injuries and play to 
its potential, it has a shot to 
win it all. You just have to love 
the electricity in the stadiums 
right before kickoff at the sea-
son openers this month. That’s 
certainly true for all the local 

Redskins fans who can’t wait 
to see how many W’s Coach 
Gibbs and company will pro-
duce this fall. Football seasons 
produce incredible highs and 
lows as we watch our teams 
come to grips with their oppor-
tunities and talents. 

Could there be a more 
important season for the lo-
cal church than this time of 
year? This is “prime time.” 
The teams and coaches in our 
churches are ready for the 
spiritual challenge that our 
gracious Lord has provided in 
this mid-Atlantic region. It’s 

kick-off time and we can hard-
ly wait to see what HE is going 
to do in the lives of children, 
students and adults that we are 
connected to. Ephesians 5:15-16 
says, “Be careful how you live, 
not as fools but as those who are 
wise. Make the most of every op-
portunity for doing good in these 
evil days” (NLT). 

Through His servant Paul, 
the Holy Spirit was helping the 
church fi gure out why their 
season had such dramatic po-
tential: there was limited op-
portunity to do good in a very 
evil era. Time was running out 

even as the culture was grow-
ing more sinful. Boy, does that 
sound familiar! OUR season, 
Fall 2004, invites our personal 
participation in the ministry 
of the local church. OUR team, 
the churches of BCM/D, will 
be sharing the good news of 
Christ with our communities. 
The wins we are most eager to 
see are changed lives. Every 
weekend counts! And every be-
liever has a role to play on the 
team! May our Heavenly Father 
bless us with the greatest min-
istry season our churches have 
ever experienced!

Those who would like to 
submit resolutions for consid-
eration to the BCM/D annual 
meeting Nov. 15-16, 2004, may 
send them to:

Resolutions Committee
10255 Old Columbia Rd.

Columbia, MD 21046-1716.
The BCM/D Constitu-

tion and Bylaws state that 
“only resolutions presented 
to the resolutions committee 
at least 45 days in advance of 
the annual meeting will be 

considered by the committee 
before the fi rst session. Other 
resolutions may be referred to 
the committee by the general 
body.”

Resolutions coming from 
the fl oor must be ready to copy 

and distribute. They should 
have a valid reason for not 
meeting the 45-day rule. All 
proposed resolutions must be 
received via mail or dropped 
off at the Baptist Center to 
Carol Moore by Oct. 1.

Resolutions for annual meeting, Nov. 15-16, Dover, Del.
see ad 

on p.9!
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Arundel Association

Emmanuel Church, Gam-
brills, has a S.W.A.T. team. The 
acronym stands for Saints With 
a Testimony. Some church 
members have been doing 
unexpected acts that surprise 
people, such as handing out so-
das on a street corner. The pur-
pose is to make the community 
aware of the church’s presence 
and of God’s presence.

Glen Burnie Church is 
hosting a free fi nancial work-
shop on Saturday, Sept. 11 
from 9 a.m. to noon. Ron Blue 
& Company is presenting the 
workshop called “Fixing Fam-
ily Finances.” 

Baltimore

Eleven young music and 
art majors or graduates from 
West Chester Community Fel-
lowship in Pennsylvania came 
to Middle River Church, Bal-
timore, to host a day camp for 
children. 

Parkville Church, Balti-
more, will be celebrating their 
50th anniversary and revival 
Oct. 17-20. Former members are 
encouraged to come. Call (410) 
444-6188 for more information.

Second and Fourth 
Church, Baltimore, gave out 
about 300 cans of soda and 
three cases of bottled water in 
about two hours as part of an 
outreach ministry. Members 
shared with people as they 
passed by and handed out doz-
ens of copies of John’s gospel 
with the drinks. 

Woolford Memorial 
Church, Baltimore, is using 
the TeamKid program as an 
after-school club. The church 
began the TeamKid program 
in 2003-2003 with just two 
children. Last year attendance 
increased to 12. 

The church has an active 
men’s ministry that meets on 
the last Monday of each month 
for Bible study, discussion and 
prayer. They have a breakfast 
on the second Saturday of each 
month and also volunteer at 
the Helping Up Mission. 

Woolford houses the Balti-
more Association’s port minis-
try Seamen’s Center. 

Woolford, in conjunction 
with First Church, Dundalk, 
provides a worship service at 
Heritage Nursing Center the 
second Sunday of each month 
between 2 and 3 p.m. 

Lee Street Memorial 
Church, Baltimore, will cel-
ebrate its 150th anniversary on 
April 30, 2005. In October, the 
church will begin publishing 
ten-year segments of church 
history in the church newslet-
ter, “The Beacon.” The seg-
ments will continue until Dec. 
2005 – completing the 150-year 
history. 

Streetlite Christian Fel-
lowship, Baltimore, had a 
community outreach block 
party at Federal Hill featuring 
a cookout and games. 

Max Lyall retired from 
serving 25 years as music min-
ister at Woodbrook Church, 
Baltimore, effective July 31. 
Lyall will return to his home in 
Oklahoma City to spend more 
time with his family.  

John Roberts wrote in the 
Woodbrook newsletter, “Over 
the years, Max has gifted us – 
with artistry at the keyboards, 
with rich choral harmonies 
throughout the worship, with 

his investment in worship as 
a whole and as a priority of 
the community of faith. He’s 
blessed us with his card minis-
try …with his encouragement 
of the musician in each of us 
and with his humor (oh, the 
laughter). 

“He’s visited the sick, 
called the soloists, made fun 
of the altos, pulled together 
the oddest collection of trivia, 
proofread the bulletins, the 
newsletters, taken copious 
notes for the Book club discus-
sion, played for the WEE chil-
dren. He’s been our friend, our 
very own artist down in the 
basement, our minister. His de-
parture will leave quite a hole.” 

Youth from Reisterstown 
Church are practicing the play 
“Truth Slayers,” written by 
Josh McDowell. 

The teens attended Centri-
fuge this summer and enjoyed 
the mega 
relay ac-
tivity. In 
fact, youth 
pastor 
Brian Ho-
gan said 
the church 
wants to 
join other 
churches 
in the Reis-
terstown/ 
Owings 
Mills area to have a local ver-
sion of the game.

Recently youth won movie 
tickets by playing “Who Wants 
to be a Bible scholar.” Using 
scenery and sound effects like 
that in the “Who Wants to be 
a Millionaire” game, the teens 
competed with each other 
about Bible knowledge. 

Temple Church, Wood-
lawn, called Mel Pride as its 
interim pastor. The church 
welcomed Pride and his wife 
Marcy with a dinner reception. 

The church will have a 
picnic with games for the com-
munity on Sept. 25. 

 
Blue Ridge Association

A mission team from 
Summit Trace, Frederick, 
ministered to a community in 
Brookhaven, Miss. The volun-
teers hosted a Vacation Bible 
School for over 200 students 
and a basketball clinic for 70. 
They refurbished homes, re-
paired and gave away bicycles 
and built a water slide. 

Craig said there are lots of 
new activities on the horizon 
for fall including seven new 
small groups, a picnic with a 
dunking tank, a progressive 
dinner and volleyball. 

Faith Church, Knoxville, 
has “crop n chat” scrap book-
ing classes. The fellowship of-
fers an opportunity for folks to 
get to know each other.

Delaware Association

Bethany Church, Wilm-
ington, sent 15 members to 
Clinton, Miss., for a leadership 
training weekend. 

Delaware Association’s 
family fun day was Aug. 21 at 
Smyrna Municipal Park. Mem-
bers of Delaware Association 
churches came with covered 
dishes and desserts for music, 
fun and fellowship. The event 
included pony and train rides, 
crafts, an obstacle course, a 
moon bounce, basketball and a 
softball tournament. 

Greensboro Church re-
cently hosted singer and song-
writer Dallas Holm, recipient 
of numerous Dove and Gram-
my awards. 

 Eastern Association

In June, Grace Church, 
Seaford, Del., called Homer 
McKeithan as senior pas-
tor. McKeithan is succeeding 
Marvin Wright, the church’s 
former pastor who died in 
March. 

McKeithan has been serv-
ing as associate pastor of fam-
ily ministries and worship 
since March. (Last month, Grace 
Church information was placed 
incorrectly under Delaware As-
sociation.)

Immanuel Church, Salis-
bury, will host the Eastern 
Association’s “Megatraining” 
conference on Sept. 25. 

Lynnhaven 
Church, Po-
comoke City, 
called Jeff Cope 
as its new youth 
pastor. Cope 
and his wife 
Colleen previ-
ously served 
at Strawberry 
Community 

Church in Mill 
Valley, Cal. 

First 
Church, Easton, helped min-
ister to international students 
in Ocean City recently, serv-
ing over 150 dinners to the 
young adults. Church mem-
bers hosted a sports clinic of-
fering basketball, volleyball, 
tennis, lacrosse and soccer in 
the Talbot County area.  

Oak Ridge Church had 
a Purpose Driven youth Min-
istry Training in Salisbury. A 
senior high pastor serving at 
Saddleback Church in Califor-
nia taught the general session. 

Mid-Maryland

Columbia Fellowship 
Church will have revival ser-
vices in October. Revivalist 
John Burns will be the guest 
speaker at 7 p.m. on Oct. 3 
through 6. Revival prayer 
meetings are ongoing and a 
special pre-revival prayer and 
praise service will be at 7 p.m. 
on Oct. 2. 

Mason Dixon Church, 
New Freedom, Pa., is collect-
ing pocket-sized toys to dis-
tribute to children in Iraq. 

Friendship Church, 
Sykesville, has an active 
Moms and Kids for Christ 
group. 

The church celebrated 
its 20th anniversary in June. 
They’ve grown from eight 
people in 1984 to an average 
attendance of 447 each week.

Taneytown Church has 
an active men’s ministry. 
Through the summer they’ve 
attended Promise Keepers, 
had an outing at a local Sports 
club and participated in a fi sh-
ing tournament at Cunning-
ham Lake. This month they’ll 
start a new men’s Bible study.

Montgomery Church

Newly elected SBC presi-
dent, Bobby Welch will be 
sharing his heart for evange-
lism at First Church, Rock-
ville, on Sept 5 at 6 pm. The 
church was surprised to re-
ceive the phone call that they 

had been chosen as a host for 
Welch, who is scheduled to 
speak in every state. 

On Sept. 12, Mike Riddle, 
from the Institute of Creation 
Research in Santee, Ca., will 
speak about “Creation Versus 
Evolution – Does it Matter?” at 
6 p.m. 

Colesville Church, Silver 
Spring, is using the high-
energy, fast-paced G-Force 
program for elementary-aged 
children during the Sunday 
School hour this fall. Kids 
learn Bible stories or scripture 
themes using drama, music 
and computer graphics. There 
is a large 30-minute group ses-
sion then the children go to 
their “power cell” groups for 
another half hour led by Sun-
day School teachers who rein-
force the large group theme.

The church will begin “40 
Days of Purpose” on Sept. 25.

Olney Church will cel-
ebrate Pastor Gayle Clifton’s 
25th anniversary at the church 
this month. On Sept. 12, the 
church will have a cake and 
punch celebration and at 6 
p.m. there will be a fellowship 
dinner. 

The church recently called 
two new staff members. Don 
Harper was called as Olney’s 
music director and Rosalee 
Massie is the church accom-
panist. 

Potomac Association

Girls and boys in GA’s 
and RA’s at Dunkirk Church 
chose Central Atlantic Leisure 
Ministries in Berlin, led by 
Lynn Davis, as its recipient 
of their Christmas in August 
program. The kids collected 
craft supplies for the “surf and 
sand” clubs that the resort 
ministry hosts for children 
visiting Ocean City. Acteens 
will begin meeting in the fall. 
They’ll support missionaries 
in South Carolina that run a 
free medical clinic. The teens 
will collect over the counter 
drugs, latex gloves and black 
ink pens.

First Church, Waldorf, 
recently had their second year 
of Upward Soccer. The church 
is gearing up for fall now and 
plans are in the works for a 
harvest festival. First Church 
will also sponsor the associa-
tion’s annual launch night. 

A group from Potomac 
Heights Church will travel 
to Bolivia on Oct. 15 to 23 to 
work with new churches and 
do some door to door evange-
lism. 

Southern Calvert Church, 
Lusby, had a health fair as a 
community outreach on Aug. 
29.  

The Potter’s Place, Leon-
ardtown, a Southern Calvert 
Church plant, hosted backyard 
Bible clubs, concerts and ran-
dom acts of kindness through 
the summer in an effort to 
minister to the community.

David Keyser, church 
planter and former associate 
pastor of Southern Calvert, 
said Southern Calvert has 
been incredibly supportive. 
Youth from the church handed 
out information about the new 
church and conducted four 
Backyard Bible Clubs at the 
homes of Southern Calvert 
Church members. 

Homer McKeithan and his wife, 

Deenie, are serving at Grace 

Church, Seaford.

Obituary
George Davis, 

pastor of Abyssinia 
Church, Capital 
Heights, died on Aug. 
11. Davis is survived 
by his wife of 51 
years, Ocie Elnora 
Davis, three children, 
Sheila Coley, George 
Davis, Jr., and 
Demetrius Davis; 
their spouses and 
six grandchildren; 
loving mother Mottie 
V. Davis; fi ve sisters, 
Nina Conner, Savolia 
Davis, Phyllis Barber, 
Gladys Johnson 
and Bobbie Jean 
Middlebrooks.

Davis pastored 
Abyssinia Church for 
26 years.

In lieu of fl owers, 
expressions of love 
are suggested in the 
form of monetary 
donations to the 
GED Memorial 
Scholarship Fund, 
14129 Beechvue Lane, 
Silver Spring, MD  
20906 or Montgomery 
Hospice, 1355 Piccard 
Drive Rockville, MD  
20850.

continued on page eight
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New workers seek to expand the Kingdom
By David Jackson

To keep up with the grow-
ing church planting 
movement in Maryland 

and Delaware, the Baptist 
Convention has recently added 
three new consultants. Aaron 
Pankey, Jorge Fonseca and Al-
anna Davis typify the oppor-
tunities that God has present-
ed to expand His kingdom.

Aaron Pankey facilitates 
church planting among Afri-
can Americans. “My role ties 
specifi cally into the goals and 
strategy commissioned by the 
Church Planting and Multi-
plication Team of the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/
Delaware,” Pankey explains. 
“BCM/D envisions 600 con-
gregations by 2010. As part of 
that vision, the team has spe-
cifi cally recognized unique op-
portunities to plant churches 
among ethnic minorities.” 

The oldest son of a Navy 
man, Pankey grew up overseas 
before settling down in Upper 
Marlboro, Md. He was called 
to the pastorate in college and 
to church planting in semi-
nary.

Pankey’s responsibilities 
depend on the needs of the 
church planter. They pray 
together, study demograph-
ics, plan and participate in 
community outreach efforts. 
“I serve as a ‘sounding board’ 
for the planter as we work 
through a timeline,” he says. 
“I help locate suitable meeting 
space and provide encourage-
ment and resourcing.”

Pankey has a personal 
vision of being used by God 
to make disciples. “The Af-
rican American community 
often assumes that a church 
plant is the negative result of 
a church split,” he notes. “I 
hope to facilitate dialogue that 
enables people to realize that 
intentional church planting is 

a fantastic means of fulfi lling 
the Great Commission.”

Puerto Rican native Jorge 
Fonseca is well known in the 
Hispanic community, serving 
as head of the BCM/D Hispan-
ic Council 
and the His-
panic Fel-
lowship of 
Churches. 
Like Pan-
key, Fon-
seca helps 
to start new 
churches. 
His respon-
sibilities, 
though, 
also involve 
church de-
velopment 
concerns, 
including 
growth op-
portunities 
and train-
ing, confl ict 
mediation 
and the pro-
motion of 
understand-
ing and 
acceptance 
among the 
churches already here.

Fonseca brings a wealth 
of experience in business and 
ministry to his consultant  
role. After retiring as a Major 
from the Army Medical Ser-
vice Corps, Fonseca launched 
a successful human services 
corporation, taught at the 
university level and started a 
ministry to addicts in Ecuador. 
Later, during a business trip 
to Columbia, Md., in 2001, he 
was called by God to plant a 
Hispanic church in the com-
munity.  

He is already addressing 
unique challenges — cultural 
differences among 20 Hispanic 
countries, language barriers, 
sociological changes and new 

leadership styles. “We need 
love for one another and we 
need sponsoring churches 
with a love for the Lord’s work 
despite the diffi culties and cost 
to them,” Fonesca notes. “What 

parent churches can do in their 
own backyards could have 
more long-term benefi ts than 
many, many mission trips to 
South America.”

Alanna Davis joins the 
BCM/D consultant staff after 
serving as a North American 
Mission Board-appointed mis-
sionary in Boston and a cata-
lytic in church planting within 
Maryland/Delaware. Her years 
of church planting follow an 
on-camera career in network 
television and service at the 
United Nations in New York 
City, where she led numerous 
service ministries and helped 
start new churches.

NAMB recruited her from 
seminary through the Nehe-

miah Project strategy to plant 
a church and then, later, to 
serve as the Strategic Focus 
Cities Press Spokesperson for 
Boston in 2001. She was also 
nationally recognized for her 

philanthropic 
initiatives be-
fore moving 
to Maryland/
Delaware to 
do catalytic 
church plant-
ing work 
here. 

Davis’ 
new respon-
sibilities 
focus on the 
groundbreak-
ing aspects of 
establishing 
new churches, 
pene-trating 
the commu-
nity and de-
veloping new 
networks of 
relationships, 
including 
Faith-Based 
Initiative op-
portunities. 
“I’m in the 
fi eld half the 

time, lending my experience 
to new work,” she says, “and 
sharing administrative respon-
sibilities for the Church Plant-
ing Team.”

“The motto for the church 
planting movement is ‘Moving 
at the speed of God,’” notes 
Davis. “It’s an exhilarating 
thought and a reminder that 
we rely on God in every aspect 
of church planting.”

These three consultants all minis-
ter with the Baptist Convention of 

Maryland/Delaware in the areas 
of Church Planting and Language 

Churches. If any of them can assist 
you, they can be reached by email-
ing dshifl ett@bcmd.org or by call-

ing (800) 466-5290, ext. 226.

A Christian activity book 
with a pencil and crayons were 
offered to children. When a 
person requested a knotted 
suede beaded bracelet from 
the table, the plan of salvation 
was shared as the volunteer 
explained the meaning of each 
colored bead.

Delaware Association 
provided volunteers from 
Ogletown, Bethany, Latter 
Day, Solid Rock, New Hope 
and North churches. Summer 
missionaries from Mississippi 
and Washington state conven-
tions distributed tracts, a DBA 
brochure and response cards 
during the games.

Jim McBride, DBA direc-
tor of missions, described the 
response of the people minis-
tered to as “very positive.” He 
said, “We engaged people in 
talking about their relation-
ship with Christ.”

He went on to explain how 
DBA began to “build relation-
ships with the leadership of 
the city of Wilmington.” The 
DBA director offered Wilm-

ington Mayor James M. Baker 
Baptists’ help with city con-
cerns.

The fi rst need the mayor 
shared was lack of sponsor-
ship for the 
Wilmington 
Games. Mc-
Bride went on 
to meet with 
Shawn R. Bak-
er, director of 
the games, to 
explain how 
Baptists could 
partner with 
the city and 
then, the DBA 
sponsorship 
was accepted. 

In June, 
to further 
pave the 
way, Towne 
Church, 
Susquehanna Association, sent 
100 adults, youth and children 
to Wilmington. At city parks, 
they painted benches and 
fences, picked up trash and 
mulched. They assisted Latter 

Day Church with light con-
struction and a Backyard Bible 
Club. The Towne Church team 
also provided outreach to a lo-
cal nursing home.

Free radio advertising for 
DBA was an unexpected fringe 
benefi t of the Wilmington 
Games sponsorship. On the 
radio, 60-second spots aired 
during game days between 

4 and 6 pm and a 15-minute 
live interview of McBride was 
conducted by a local sports 
radio personality who hosts an 
all-sports talk show. The DBA 

e-mail address and 
toll-free telephone 
number was broad-
cast to as many as 
89 percent of Wilm-
ingtonians who 
might have been 
listening to local 
radio during their 
average 23-minute 
commute time from 
work. 

Wilmington’s 
majority popula-
tion consists of 56 
percent blacks, 35 
percent whites and 
9 percent Hispanics. 
The games’ outreach 
resulted in three 

professions of faith, 16 com-
pleted response cards and the 
distribution of 1,000 bottles of 
water and 350 gospel bracelets, 
reported Delaware Associa-
tion’s director of missions. 

Baptists pave a path to victory through the Wilmington Games
continued from page one

David Jackson

Consultant for 

Church Planting and 

Multiplication

Jorge Fonseca, Alanna Davis and Aaron Pankey join David Jackson 

and the BCM/D church planting team to expand the Kingdom work in 

Maryland and Delaware.

“What parent 

churches can do in 

their own backyards 

could have more 

long-term benefits 

than many, many 

mission trips to 

South America.”

     — Jorge Fonseca
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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

HOCKESSIN, Del. — Each 
July 4th, the Independence 
Day parade in Hockessin lines 
up right in front of Hockessin 
Church. Mal Utleye, pastor of 
the church, seized the oppor-
tunity to connect with local 
candidates and educate his 
congregation.

Utleye invited candidates 
who were participating in the 
parade to come to the church 
early to share their views with 

the community. Hundreds of 
people showed up to hear the 
candidates.

This year Hockessin host-
ed Delaware’s governor and 
lieutenant governor and their 
opponents, the two county ex-
ecutive candidates, state sena-
tors and house representatives. 

“We have a wrong attitude 
about most candidates. We 
think they’re always manipula-
tive, trying to gain something 
for themselves. A lot of them, 
especially the local county 
and state candidates are good 

people,” Utleye said. 
One candidate surprised 

everyone by sharing his per-
sonal testimony about his rela-
tionship with Christ. 

“It has been a good way 
to get our people to know the 
candidates, but it’s also a good 
way for the candidates to get to 
know us,” Utleye said. 

Building those relation-
ships are important. Utleye 
said government offi cials are 
much more likely to listen to 
you when they know who you 
are. In fact, after the rally, one 

offi cial, after meeting Utleye, 
invited him to participate and 
pray in the state memorial ser-
vice for Ronald Reagan. 

The candidates have ex-
pressed their appreciation for 
the opportunity. Utleye said he 
is continually working to edu-
cate his congregation about his 
state and the political process. 
In the spring, the church had a 
seminar about how Christians 
can impact the media and poli-
tics.

Utleye said the church will 
soon host voter registration. 

Hockessin Church connects with local politicians

ANALYSIS: Churches & politics: a primer for following the law

A church also may orga-
nize voter registration cam-
paigns, provided that the cam-
paigns are strictly nonpartisan. 

The law fi rm of Gammon & 
Grange, P.C. has been engaged 
in providing guidance on the 
iVoteValues.com campaign of 
the Southern Baptist Ethics & 
Religious Liberty Committee to 
ensure that it is fully compliant 
with Internal Revenue Code 
provisions for tax-exempt orga-
nizations.

Q: Does the political 
campaign prohibition pre-
vent churches from taking 
stands on moral issues?

A: Tax law does not prohib-
it a church from teaching about 
moral issues and advocating 
biblical values. However, such 
teaching and advocacy may not 
include expression of support 
for a particular political candi-
date or party. 

Q: Is a pastor allowed to 
endorse or raise funds for a 
particular candidate in his 
personal capacity?

A: Yes, pastors and other 
church leaders are free to 
become involved in their in-
dividual capacities in political 
campaigns so long as they do 
so without using the church’s 
fi nancial resources, facilities 
or personnel either directly 
or indirectly. Also, they must 
clearly and unambiguously 
indicate that their actions and 
statements are on their own 
behalf and not on behalf of the 
church. In contrast, a minister’s 
endorsement of a candidate at 
an offi cial church function or in 
an offi cial church publication, 
even with a disclaimer, would 
violate the politicking prohibi-
tion, since the audience and the 
media of communication are 
created and subsidized by the 
church. 

Q: Has the IRS ever pe-
nalized a church for political 
campaign activity?

A: Yes, the IRS revoked the 
tax-exempt status of a church 
in Binghamton, N.Y., for its 
placement in two national 
newspapers of a partisan po-
litical advertisement opposing 
the presidential candidacy of 
Bill Clinton four days prior to 
the 1992 presidential election. 
Our fi rm has been involved in 
defending churches tagged by 
the IRS for politicking. All have 
ended in settlements without 
loss of tax-exempt status. 

Q: Is a church allowed to 
distribute voter guides?

A: Yes. A church may 
distribute voting records, 
candidate surveys and other 
voter guides so long as they are 

nonpartisan and do not indi-
cate a preference towards any 
particular candidate or party. 
Voter guides are more likely to 
be considered nonpartisan if 
they cover all candidates, ad-
dress a wide variety of issues 
and do not compare candidate 
positions with positions of the 
church, and otherwise do not 
indicate bias.

Q: May a church provide 
political candidates with a 
forum for speeches and de-
bates?

A: A 1974 IRS ruling con-
cerning a broadcasting station 
held that a tax-exempt organi-
zation could 
provide airtime 
to qualifi ed 
candidates 
for public of-
fi ce, so long as 
it made such 
time equally 
available to 
all candidates. 
The station had 
expressed that 
the candidates’ 
views were 
not necessar-
ily those of the 
station and that 
the presentation 
was a public 
service to edu-
cate its view-
ers. Similarly, 
a church may 
provide a public 
forum to politi-
cal candidates 
as long as all 
candidates are 
invited and the 
church care-
fully avoids 
indicating its 
own views, 
commenting 
on candidates’ 
statements or 
otherwise im-
plying endorse-
ment of or op-
position to any candidate.

Q: What options, if any, 
exist for a church to engage 
in political campaign activ-
ity?

A: A church may estab-
lish a related, though separate 
501(c)(4) organization to pro-
mote “social welfare.” Such 
organizations are exempt from 
federal income taxation, but 
unlike their 501(c)(3) counter-
parts, contributions to them are 
not tax-deductible. Although 
subject to limits, a 501(c)(4) enti-
ty is not totally barred from po-
litical campaign activities, and 
a 501(c)(4) may form a political 
action committee (PAC) that 

would be free to participate in 
political campaigns, a church 
setting up such affi liated en-
tities must carefully ensure 
that no church funds or other 
resources are used to support 
the entities engaged in political 
campaign activities.

Q: What are prohibited 
political campaign activi-
ties?

A: Among the political 
campaign activities that Sec-
tion 501(c)(3) prohibits a church 
from engaging in, directly or 
indirectly, are the following: 
endorsing, supporting or op-
posing any political candidate; 

permitting a church trustee,
pastor, other offi cer, employee 
or representative to use his or 
her position, or the reputation 
or resources of the church, to 
endorse, support or oppose a 
candidate or make any state-
ments to encourage its mem-
bers to vote for or against a 
particular candidate or party; 
contributing to or fundraising 
for the campaign of any candi-
date, party or PAC; permitting 
the facilities, name, reputation 
or resources of the church to 
be used by a candidate, party, 
PAC, church member or others 
to support or oppose a candi-
date; distributing partisan voter 

guides or other candidate infor-
mation that favors or disfavors 
a particular candidate or party; 
and any other activity that in-
tervenes or otherwise supports 
or opposes a candidate.

Q: What penalties does 
the IRS impose on churches 
that violate the 501(c)(3) 
prohibition on political cam-
paign activities?

A: A church that par-
ticipates in political campaign 
activities jeopardizes both its 
tax-exempt status and its eligi-
bility to receive tax-deductible 
contributions. The IRS also may 
subject a church that engages 

in political 
activities to 
an initial tax 
of 10 percent 
of its political 
expenditures, 
and impose 
a tax of 2.5 
percent of the 
political expen-
ditures on the 
church’s lead-
ers (jointly and 
severally) who, 
without rea-
sonable cause, 
agreed to the 
expenditures 
knowing they 
were political 
expenditures. 
If an initial tax 
is imposed, 
and the church 
does not cor-
rect the expen-
ditures within 
the period al-
lowed by law, 
an additional 
tax equal to 100 
percent of the 
expenditures 
is imposed 
against the 
church and 50 
percent of the 
expenditures 
(up to $10,000) 

is imposed against the church 
leaders who refuse to make the 
correction. 

Conclusion
Churches must remain 

knowledgeable and vigilant if 
they are to comply with their 
legal obligations as tax-exempt 
entities while also serving 
as agents of moral and social 
change and instruments for 
promoting civic responsibility 
among their members. Under-
taking this precarious balanc-
ing act with integrity and bold-
ness will undoubtedly require 
purposeful strategy, guidance 
from legal counsel, and prayer.

continued from page one

WASHINGTON, D.C. (BP) 
— Voter registration is a crucial 
starting point for Christian civic 
engagement.

State by state voter registra-
tion deadlines are listed below, 
according to information on the 
Federal Elections Commission’s 
website.

In answer to the question, 
“Where can I register to vote?” 
the FEC states: “Registration 
applications may be obtained 
from either the local election of-
fi cial in your county or city, or 
through registration outreach 
programs sponsored by such 
groups as the League of Women 
Voters. In addition, you can also 
register to vote when applying 
for a driver’s license or identity 
card at State DMV or driver’s li-
censing offi ces, State offi ces pro-
viding public assistance, State 
offi ces providing State-funded 
programs for the disabled, and 
at armed forces recruitment of-
fi ces.

“Many states also offer reg-
istration opportunities at public 
libraries, post offi ces, unem-
ployment offi ces, and at public 

high schools and universities,” 
the Federal Elections Com-
mission also notes. “Colleges, 
universities, and trade schools 
participating in federal student 
loan programs also offer voter 
registration applications to en-
rolled students prior to general 
elections.”

This fall’s general election 
will be Nov. 2. For further local 
information, contact your local 
elections offi cials. 

Registration deadlines:
Delaware — 20 days prior 

to the general election and 20 
days prior to any primary elec-
tion.

District of Columbia — 30 
days before the election.

Maryland — 9:00 p.m. 21 
days before the election. 
Via the Internet, this informa-
tion can be viewed at the Feder-
al Elections Commission’s web-
site, www.fec.gov, then selecting 
“Elections and Voting” from 
the menu on the left side of the 
homepage. Then go to “Regis-
tering to Vote” to select “State 
voter registration deadlines.”

Registering to vote: 
guidelines for when & where

George R. “Chip” 
Grange, Stephen H. 

King and Stephen 
S. Kao are attorneys 

with Gammon & 
Grange, P.C., McLean, 

Va., which serves 
as legal counsel for 

the Southern Baptist 
Ethics & Liberty 

Commission. Grange 
is the managing 

owner of Gammon 
& Grange, P.C. This 
article constitutes 

legal information and 
is NOT legal advice. 
The information in 

this article is current 
as of the date of 

publication. Because 
the relevant laws may 

have changed since 
that time, you should 

not rely upon this 
information, but rather 

should consult legal 
counsel. The authors 

may be contacted 
regarding the content 

of this article and 
any other questions 

regarding tax-exempt 
church issues at 

grg@gg-law.com, 
shk@gg-law.com and 

ssk@gg-law.com, 
respectively.
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Christian surfers build a bridge from the beach to 

the church on the Eastern Shore

By Joyce Jackson
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

BETHANY BEACH, Del. 
— Located just a few miles 
from the ocean, High Tide 
Church does church beach-
style. Pastor Andy Ehlers 
tailored the ministry to refl ect 
the local community. High 
Tide delivers bottled water to 
life guards at local beaches, 
provides Wave Riders, a 
children’s ministry and Sea 
Colony, a parents night out 
program.

When Roy Harrell, one of 
High Tide’s members, wanted 
to start a ministry for surfers, 
Ehlers got on board, literally. 
Harrell loved surfi ng, and 
began to feel a burden for local 
surfers. High Tide provided 
needed support for Harrell 
to bring God to the surfi ng 
community.

Harrell knew of Christian 
Surfers, an international 
organization, but its closest 
chapters were in Virginia 
Beach or New England. He 
considered starting a local 
chapter but needed the 
annual dues, a million dollar 
insurance policy and the 
backing of a local church. 
When High Tide offered to 
help fulfi ll those needs, the 
Maryland and Delaware 
Chapter was born.

Ehlers said, “Christian 
Surfers is a great bridge to the 
church. As well as bringing 
in new people, it has been 
exciting to watch our people 
get involved in missions,” he 
said. “Individuals who would 
not consider church leadership 
have caught the vision of how 
they can meet needs on the 
beach.”

Local chapter events 
began last November with 
a demonstration given by 

Jon Ashton, a renowned surf 
board shaper. Harrell said that 
surfers who never go to church 
were able to hear how God 
could shape their lives. 

Christian Surfers 
organized surf movie nights, 
a bon fi re, refreshment booths 
at surfi ng contests, and a surf 
swap meet with local surfers 
exchanging boards, surf 
clothing, wet suits, gloves and 
other surf gear. In August a 
surf camp provided step by 
step lessons for beginning 
surfers and the team plans 
to sponsor surf competitions 
in the future. “We are here 
to reach the unchurched,” 
Harrell said. “If we can get 
them to come to a surf movie 
or surf camp, maybe we can 
reach them.”

Harrell’s children, Roy, 
age 13, and Rachel, age 11, 
compete in local surfi ng 
competitions. He observed 
a positive impact in their 
lives as well. “I’ve seen my 
son go from a typical teen-
age response to church, to 
initiating his own devotions. 
At a Christian Surfers 
conference in Virginia Beach, 
he was able to meet pro-
surfers and hear how God 
changes lives. Events like 
these help build up young 
leaders,” Harrell said.

Harrell can see how 
God prepared him for this 
ministry. After years away 
from surfi ng, he rediscovered 
it during a family vacation. 
“Then two years ago I had the 
opportunity to begin writing 

a weekly surf column. This 
gave me a broader voice and 
elevated my name recognition 
in the surfi ng community,” he 
said. “I felt like God was trying 
to direct me and wanted to be 
sure that I’d given all of myself 
to Him. Still, I was afraid that 
if I did, God would require me 
to go to a foreign country or to 
do something really tough,” 
Harrell said. “He actually gave 
me something I enjoy doing. 
This is our mission fi eld. I’m 
really stoked that God is the 
kind of God that gives you the 
desires of your heart.”

For more information please 
contact: Roy Harrell 

(302) 537-6287, 
roywow@aol.com,  

www.christiansurfers.com.

Roy Harrell, age 13, carving a big cutback. Harrell is the son of Roy Harrell who started a chapter of 

the international organization, Christian Surfers, in Bethany Beach.

“Christian Surfers 

is a great bridge to 

the church. As well 

as bringing in new 

people, it has been 

exciting to watch our 

people get involved in 

missions. Individuals 

who would not 

consider church 

leadership have 

caught the vision of 

how they can meet 

needs on the beach.”

— Andy Ehlers

Celebrate your minister this October during Minister Appreciation Month 
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Maryland couple weds on “An American WeddingTM ”
National reality show exposes virtues of traditional marriage

By Shannon Baker
 

WASHINGTON D.C. — 
When Jennifer Fuqua and Jeff 
Higgins said, “I do,” they did 
so in the presence of their fam-
ily and friends – and with the 
help of a camera crew – in the 
presence of a projected two 
million families who are tar-
geted to watch a new counter-
cultural, celebrity-laden reality 
show called “An American 
WeddingTM.”

Targeting 
networks, such as 
Family Net, The 
Travel Channel, 
The Total Living 
Network, Good 
Life TV and PBS, 
the program cel-
ebrates the beauty 
and romance 
of the wedding 
while presenting 
the truth in mar-
riage based upon 
covenant. 

“The popular-
ity of reality and 
lifestyle program-
ming present us 
with a unique 
opportunity to 
present marriage 
as an adventure 
and as a positive 
way of life. It’s 
about strong com-
munity, commit-
ment and bringing 
the family back,” 
explain executive 
producers Bar-
bara Lindorme and 
Maureen Tokeson. 
“With value based 
programming, we have the 
rare opportunity to become a 
conduit for inspiring our cul-
ture.”

Hosted by internation-
ally renowned soap opera 
actress Hunter Tylo, who has 
been twice chosen by People 
Magazine as one of the 50 most 
beautiful people in the world, 
“The D.C. Event” was fi lmed 
on August 14 at Evermay, a 
privately-owned Federal home 
in the heart of Georgetown. 
In lieu of the usual rehearsal 
dinner, a pre-wedding bar-
beque for friends and family 
was fi lmed at Hunter’s Oak, a 
premiere 1,000-acre links golf 
course community on Mary-
land’s eastern shore in Queen-
stown.

Footage for the fi rst of a 
series, scheduled to also in-
clude events in San Francisco 
and Chicago, included a Mar-
riage Boot Camp led by Smal-
ley Marriage Institute therapist 
Christine Arnzen, who shared 
principles of teamwork, honor 
and romance in an experiential 
counseling session on the golf 
course. 

Defi ning the true essence 
of romance as “a growing fas-
cination and interest in each 
other,” Arnzen says that when 
a couple begins to believe they 
know everything about their 
spouse, their curiosity natu-
rally begins to fade along with 
the romance. 

“You need to get a Ph.D. in 
your spouse,” she encourages. 
“In this fl uid experience called 
life, we will change every day, 
and there will always be op-

portunities to learn more about 
yourself and your spouse.”

“Yet, men never really let 
themselves show,” laments 
Dave Smith of Leadership Pri-
orities Associates, a ministry of 
Campus Crusade for Christ in 
New York, N.Y. 

Sharing in his “Cro-mag-
num Man in a Metro-Sexual 
World” segment, the former 
American Express executive 
urged the groom to let his 

“heart speak instead of his 
head.”

He adds, “True love is to be 
completely known. In a cove-
nantal relationship, you expose 
who you are, and she loves you 
anyway.”

“In an environment where 
people are disillusioned about 
the beauty of marriage, it’s 
important to be able to show 
them what a Christian mar-
riage is all about,” shares Julie 
Laipply, Miss Virginia USA 
2002. 

In a lingerie party with the 
bride and bridesmaids before 
the wedding, Laipply shared 
insights from her pageant plat-
form on abstinence, as well as 
beauty tips as the bride readied 
herself for the actual ceremony.

“You deserve to feel beau-
tiful. Today is your day,” she 
reminds the radiant bride, who 
was well attended to by sev-
eral bridal beauty, wardrobe 
and ceremony consultants 
representing Catherine Lucas’ 
Premiere Bridal Mall in Glen 
Burnie, Md.

During the ceremony, of-
fi ciated by Rod Hairston, chap-
lain of the National Football 
League’s Baltimore Ravens, in-
ternationally recognized Chris-
tian recording artist Steven 
Curtis Chapman performed “I 
Will Be Here.” 

Written during the pain-
ful time when his parents’ 
marriage fell apart, Chapman 
says the song represents his 
unwavering commitment and 
his “steely determination to 
always show up” for his wife 
Mary Beth, “no matter what 

our emotions are, no matter 
the season.”

Portraying the commitment 
in marriage as a positive way 
of life and as an adventure, “An 
American WeddingTM” was 
hosted by ChristianCafe.com, an 
online Christian singles web-
site with over 750,000 members.

“With so many confused, 
mixed messages about relation-
ships in today’s society, our 
site is a venue where people 

can safely connect with other 
people with similar beliefs and 
values,” explains Sam Moor-
croft, the website’s owner. 

Designed as a virtual café, 
the site allows people of vary-
ing degrees of spirituality to 
match up with others based on 
pre-defi ned multiple choices, 
such as “My Christian faith 
defi nes who I am” to “I believe 
in God.”

It was on this site that 
Fuqua, a U.S. Air Force staff 
sergeant from Pensacola, Fla., 
met Higgins, an asso-
ciate worship pastor at 
Faith Church in Glen 
Burnie. 

“We have seen 
God’s hand all 
through our relation-
ship,” shares Fuqua, 
25, who became a 
Christian in 2002 be-
fore moving to Mary-
land in 2003.

Higgins, 22, grew 
up in a Christian 
home with his father 
Raymond, who serves 
as a church music 
minister. “Even though our 
Christian backgrounds are so 
completely different, the reality 
of God’s grace and guidance is 
so evident in our lives.”

When it became apparent 
that the couple wanted to mar-
ry, they entered “An American 
WeddingTM” contest, sponsored 
by ChristianCafe.com, which 
sought to promote biblical mo-
nogamous, heterosexual mar-
riage values.

“Given our site’s over-
whelming success, it’s obvi-

ous there are a lot of people 
who are seeking relationships 
that are based on traditional 
values,” Moorcroft observes, 
contrasting society’s popular 
opinion toward tolerance in 
sexual matters.

“You are swimming 
against the fl ow in today’s cul-
ture, which has sought to re-
defi ne and redesign marriage,” 
Ravens chaplain Hairston told 
the couple in the ceremony. 

Reminding them that 
marriage is a great 
and powerful expres-
sion of humility be-
fore God, he shared, 
“One of the greatest 
acts of worship is 
when a husband 
and wife make love 
together. Two people 
become one in this 
beautiful expression 
of spiritual faith.”

“The fi rst union 
that God blessed was 
the union between 
man and woman,” 
agrees Thomas Jack-
son, father of the 
bride. “As a society, 
we have trivialized 
marriage to the de-
gree that very few 
people go into it with 
the idea that it’s for-
ever.”

He agrees with 
the premise behind 
“An American Wed-
dingTM.” “When we 
show people about 
commitment [to these 
values, to each other] 
as opposed to just 
directing them, the 

message comes across much 
clearer.”

“This wedding is just an 
extravagant expression of 
God’s love,” agrees Fuqua’s 
mother, Patty Higgins, a fairly 
new Christian who has remar-
ried. “In the end, after all the 
hoopla, what Jeff and Jenn 
will have is a marriage that is 
based on God’s covenant.”

“I know God blesses me, 
but I think He does it for 
the benefi t of others,” offers 
Fuqua, noting how her co-

workers have taken notice of 
all the excitement surround-
ing the generously spon-
sored wedding event.

“I am just excited about 
when we walk through the 
airport on the way to our hon-
eymoon,” Higgins giggles as 
he envisions the scene. “Hi! 
You will notice that we have 
rings on our fi ngers,” he says 
matter-of-factly. “We just got 
married…”

Then with a smirk on his 
face, he adds “…on TV!!” 

“You need to get a 

Ph.D. in your spouse. 

In this fluid experi-

ence called life, we 

will change every day, 

and there will always 

be opportunities to 

learn more about 

yourself and your 

spouse.” 

    —Christine Arnzen

Jeff Higgins, associate worship pastor at Faith Church, Glen Burnie, Md., and Jennifer 

Fuqua, an U.S. Air Force staff sergeant stationed in Ft. Meade, Md., discuss how they feel 

about having their wedding televised before a national audience on the new counter-

cultural, celebrity-laden reality show, “An American WeddingTM,” set to air in fall 2004 and 

early spring 2005.

Find out how 

Jeff and Jennifer 

got engaged at 

“www.yourbcmd.org/

higgins1.”



Where’s my 2005 BCM/D Calendar?
The 2005 calendar for the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware is coming in November. 

We will be premiering the calendar at the Annual 
Meeting in Dover, DE (see ad p. 9) and mailing it shortly 
after to every BCM/D church.

Visit www.yourbcmd.org and click on “Calendar” 
to see upcoming events today!
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Skycroft launches Centrifuge Plus pilot program 

adding missions to ministry
By Joyce Jackson

BaptistLIFE Correspondent

MIDDLETOWN, Md. — 
Doug Dubois, director of 
Skycroft Conference Center, 
realized there was a problem. 
Smaller churches had to make 
a choice between Centrifuge or 
the opportu-
nity for youth 
to experience 
missions 
fi rst hand. 
Some church 
groups can-
celed reserva-
tions because 
there were 
not enough 
volunteers 
to chaperone 
events. Dubois 
decided to turn 
this problem 
into an oppor-
tunity.

Skycroft 
launched the 
fi rst ever Cen-
trifuge Plus, a 
hybrid Centri-
fuge-missions 
program. 
Dubois and a team of youth 
leaders scheduled fi ve separate 
mission opportunities offered 
as alternatives to the Centrifuge 
tracks available on campus. Stu-
dents participated in mission 
service through church plants 
in Frederick and Hagerstown, 
as well as a local dairy farm, 
state parks and a habitat for hu-
manity home.

The family-owned South 
Mountain Creamery boasts 
600 head of cattle with regional 

dairy delivery. The work neces-
sary to keep the dairy running 
never comes to an end. Add-
ing teenagers into the mix was 
a risk. Farmer Randy Sowers 
said, “We did not know what to 
expect, but they did a good job. 
I wish we could keep them for 
a month.” 

James Ruby of Faith in 
Hampstead, Md., said, “I’ve 
been praying for something like 
this for my kids who already 
participated in Centrifuge. 
Many of them are ready to do 
something to make a difference 
in someone’s life. Our focus 
was to share Jesus on the farm,” 
he said. When the farmer’s son, 
Ben Sowers asked, “Why are 
you doing this?” Ruby respond-
ed, “We don’t want you to think 
that Christians are just church 

people dressed in fi ne clothes… 
We are out here to let you know 
Christ loves you and wants to 
make a difference in your life.”

Teens pressure-washed 
tractors, shoveled out the 
chicken coop, mended fences 
and helped to make and eat ice 
cream during their days on the 

farm. Camper 
Cierra Walker of 
Glyndon, Md., 
shared her expe-
rience with her 
ministry team. 
“I can put the Bi-
ble into practice 
as soon as I learn 
it. I learned how 
hard it is to work 
this farm. It feels 
good to know 
that we have 
helped them,” 
she said.

The Habitat 
for Humanity 
ministry team 
worked to con-
struct a duplex. 
Some found it a 
humbling expe-
rience to learn 
the rudimentary 

steps of construction. Courtney 
of Sykesville, Md., said, “This is 
my fi fth year at Centrifuge. I’m 
glad to have a new experience. 
We have really been able to get 
to know each other working 
together every day.” 

Park Rangers were glad to 
receive assistance with trail up-
keep as well as refurbishing the 
Appalachian Trail bath house. 
The team completed work in 
time for two hikers who had 
been on the trail for 50 days to 

enjoy a much needed hot show-
er. Other hikers, including an 
atheist, stopped to talk. Team 
leader Josh McCarty said, “I’m 
surprised at their positive at-
titude, they have been working 
particularly hard. God gives us 
a command to serve. This is a 
practical way we can serve and 
show love for others.”

In inner city Hagerstown, 
Erik Boykin teamed up the 
church start New Day Com-
munity with the local YMCA. 
Students there ran a day camp 
for more than 120 children 
complete with games, Bible sto-
ries, crafts and swimming. 

Bill Craig planned acts of 
kindness for the team sent to 
Summit Trace of Frederick. 
Campers handed out scripture 
candy downtown, participated 
in a county fair and provided 
muscle for a free car wash. 
A Jewish man was amazed 
that Christian teens would 
wash his car for free. Campers 
explained, “This is an act of 
service out of love just as Jesus 
washed the disciples’ feet.”

Dubois reported that he 
has already received Centri-
fuge Plus requests for 2005. 
“I understand that LifeWay is 
offering this at a few sites next 
year,” he said. “Skycroft plans 
two weeks of Centrifuge Plus 
for next July.”

Dubois said, “Our goal is 
to provide a growing oppor-
tunity for every camper. The 
hope is that this experience 
will make a difference in the 
people reached here but also 
ignite a love for missions that 
each student will take home 
with them.”

Prince George’s Associati

Berwyn Baptist Church, 
College Park, called Jesse 
Smith as full-time minister of 
students and education. Smith 
joined Berwyn Church in 
1999. He has been married for 
twelve years to Teri and they 
have a son, Kevin, who will be 
two in October.

Vocalist Steve Ferguson 
sang at Whitehall Church, 
Accokeek. Ferguson was lead 
tenor for the Imperials, co-
hosted a variety show and is a 
current soloist on the Inspira-
tion Channel. 

The church’s music and 
drama ministry will have a 
dessert fellowship on Sept. 
26. They will present the play 

“Don’t Kick the Turkeys.” The 
fellowship is an appreciation 
night for those who serve at 
Whitehall.

Susquehanna Association

Members of Conowingo 
Church went on a mission trip 
to Senegal, Africa, from June 
25 to Aug. 6 and facilitated the 

Antioch Vision 
Conference. 
Dan Sheffi eld, 
Susquehanna 
Association 
director of 
missions, also 
went on the 
trip as an ex-
ploratory vi-
sion trip. 

First 
Church, Elk-
ton, parented 
Hack’s Point 
Church be-

tween Chesapeake City and 
Cecilton in Cecil County. It has 
been a target area for years for 
the Susquehanna Association 
because there is no Southern 
Baptist presence within about 
35 miles of that area. The 
church meets at a fi rehouse in 
Hack’s Point. The church plant-
er is Gene Blailock, a former bi-
vocational church planter who 

moved to Elkton from Texas. 
Members of First Church, 

Perryville, went to Teziutlan, 
Mexico, and worked with 
a church camp, doing Bible 
study and crafts with children 
and women and men’s minis-
try. 

North Harford Church, 
Jarrettsville, took a mission 
team to Eastern Europe to help 
at a sports camp. The young 
adult team went to New York 
City, to Western Point, Md., 
and Hurlock, Md.

Oak Grove Church cel-
ebrated music minister Ken 
Tipton’s 20th anniversary on 
Aug. 1.

Stan Graham, pastor of 
Pathways Church, Bel Air, 
went on a solo mission trip to 
Scotland, preaching in a Scot-
tish church so the Scottish pas-
tor could visit in this area. 

Pleasant View Church, 
Port Deposit, will be offering 
two new classes at its Bible in-
stitute this fall. They are “The 
Pentateuch” and “The Life of 
Christ.”

Larry Sharrow is the new 
pastor of Real Life Church, 
Abingdon, a Towne Church, 
Joppatown, plant. Sharrow is a 
recent graduate from New Or-
leans Baptist Theological Semi-
nary and is a North American 

Mission Board Nehemiah 
planter. He and Karen have 
three daughters, Monique, 
Sarah and Rachel.

The Susquehanna As-
sociation will have “Going 
Extreme,” a revival event on 
Sept. 26 to 29 at Perryville 
High School. The extravaganza 
features special speakers in-
cluding martial arts world 
champion, Fred LaSalle and 
“The Great Benafuchi,” an ac-
robat and musician with The 
Fresh Fire Band. Services begin 
at 7 p.m. nightly. 

Western Association

Members of Second 
Church, Cumberland, had a 
Mexican Fiesta featuring Mexi-
can food and fun. Donations 
from the dinner will be used 
for a mission trip to Mexico in 
October. 

Over one hundred forty-
three volunteers from eleven 
churches in the Western As-
sociation ministered to visitors 
at the Allegheny County Fair 
this summer. They gave away 
225 New Testaments, 200 walk-
ing sticks and 200 hospitality 
bags in addition to hosting ves-
per services. They also helped 
with setting up, taking down 
and cleaning up.

continued from page three

Youth at Centrifuge Plus went out into the surrounding 

communities to experience missions first-hand. They ministered 

in Frederick doing Servant Evangelism, at a YMCA Day Camp, local 

dairy farm, state parks and a Habitat for Humanity house.

Western

Prince George’s

Susquehanna

Visit our online camp

photo gallery at 

“www.yourbcmd.org/

photos” for photos 

from this camp as 

well as other BCM/D 

2004 Summer Camps!

For the unabridged AssociationLIFE visit us online at

www.yourbcmd.org/04SeptAL



By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

NORTH EAST, Md. — 
Members of First Church, 
North East, are ministering to 
people from the Middle East 
– in Ontario, Canada.

The church has a relation-
ship with Arabic Evangelical 
Church of Ottawa. Members 
of First Church climb into the 
church van and travel north 
for an eleven-hour drive each 
summer to minister to the 
Arabic-speaking people. They 
also send VBS mission money 
to them and both churches 
correspond with and pray for 
each other.   

Steve Hokuf, pastor of 
First Church, said the Arabic 
church began eleven years 
ago with help from the North 
American Mission Board. 

The Susquehanna Asso-
ciation began a partnership 
with Ontario about fi ve years 
ago. That’s when Hokuf fi rst 
met Walid Bitar, pastor of the 
Arabic church. When the as-
sociation partnership ended, 
First Church continued with a 
church to church relationship.

Each summer a mission 
team from First Church min-
isters to the Arabic Church at 
a church camp just outside of 
Ottawa. 

While some mission team 
members conduct Vacation 
Bible School, Hokuf preaches, 
through an interpreter, to the 
adults. “Practically the whole 
Arabic church comes and they 
bring friends and neighbors, 
too.” Hokuf said. This sum-
mer, thirty-fi ve children at-
tended and eight prayed to 
receive Christ.

Hokuf said the children 
and teens know more Eng-
lish than Arabic. He said the 
Arabic church will have a big 
transition to make in the fu-
ture. 

“Somewhere along the 
line they’ll have to do church 
in English or they may lose 
their children,” he said.

Each year a new group of 
people participates in the mis-
sion trip. 

“Our whole church is in-
volved and getting to know 
them,” Hokuf said. During 
VBS this year the children col-

lected $550 in coins to send to 
the Arabic church.

Hokuf said getting to 
know the Arabic-speaking 
people means getting to know 
their stories and these people 
have some dramatic stories to 
tell. 

There are about 50,000 
such people in the city of Ot-
tawa. Most are immigrants 
from the Middle East. Many 
escaped across borders dur-
ing the night. One man was 
in Saddam Hussein’s militia 
when Hussein invaded Ku-
wait. The man told Hokuf 
about his experience. There 
was no choice about work-
ing with Hussein. If the man 
didn’t obey, or tried to desert, 
Hussein’s army would kill his 
family. This man and his fam-
ily sold everything they had 
and fl ed the country. 

Others had guns pointed 
at their heads and were perse-
cuted for their faith. 

The pastor, Walid Bitar, 
was in the militia during the 
Lebanese Civil War.

“Walid was raised in a 
Catholic family in Lebanon,” 
Hokuf said. “During the 
war his home was struck by 
Muslims and his brother was 
killed in a bombing. In anger 
he became part of the militia. 
One night he was walking by 
a storefront church in Lebanon 

and they were singing. He 
went in and sat down. He said 
something drew him in – not 
knowing at the time it was the 
Holy Spirit. The Lord saved 
him that night.”

He wanted out of the mi-
litia, but it’s not something 
one can just leave. Yet, amaz-
ingly, Bitar was released. He 
took a class at a Bible College 
in Lebanon. That was when 
he felt a call to ministry. Bitar 
completely surrendered his life 
to the Lord.

In 1992 Bitar visited Cana-
da and sensed God was calling 
him to the ministry in Ottawa. 
He met with the small Arabic 
church and developed a strong 
relationship with the people. 
Soon the church approached 
Bitar and asked him to be their 
pastor. Bitar was uniquely 
qualifi ed to minister in the 
church since he is tri-lingual, 
speaking Arabic, French and 
English.

“One thing led to anoth-
er,” Hokuf said. “Now twelve 
years later he’s leading 90 to 
100 people in church each 
week.”

The church doesn’t have 
a building yet. They share 
facilities with another Baptist 
church. But they’re very active, 
doing a variety of outreach 
ministries to try to reach Mus-
lims and Arabic people. Bitar 
himself speaks boldly on the 
radio and on street corners. He 
passes out fl yers and Bibles. 
The Muslim community there 
is not pleased. 

“One lady came to Christ 
this past month,” Bitar said. 
“Her husband was not happy 
with her. He’s not a Christian. 
She said, ‘I felt the Lord call 
me and I got up and came 
forward and got saved. I 
didn’t ask him.’ Her husband 
may not even let her come to 
church.”

The Arabic church strug-
gles. Hokuf said last year only 

three families had jobs. Every-
one was either laid off, unem-
ployed or disabled. They lived 
on welfare to survive.

“The immigrant people are 
the fi rst to lose their jobs. They 
tend to get the lowest jobs and 
the poorest pay.”

It was also last year that 
Bitar felt led to quit his 30-
hour a week banking job and 
pastor the church full-time, 
knowing the church couldn’t 
support him. His wife took a 
full-time job to help. Now, a 
year later, things have turned 
around for many in the con-
gregation. Though they still 
struggle, most have jobs this 
year.

“It has been such a blessing 
for our church to get to know 
the people, be involved, and 
see their sacrifi ces and how 
they’re struggling. It makes us 
realize how good we have it.”

In addition to the summer 
trip and VBS missions help, 
First Church’s associate pas-
tor, Dan Mohler, visited the 
Arabic Church around Easter. 
Mohler speaks Arabic. He and 
his wife, Mary, were mission-
aries in the Middle East. While 
working in a hospital there 
they learned the language and 
culture. Mohler preached at 
the church, stayed in members’ 
homes and got to know the 
people.

Bitar came to North East, 
Md., to preach at First Church 
several yeas ago. Hokuf said 
Bitar told him after the service 
that it was the fi rst time he 
preached in English. 

“He did a great job. He’s 
an amazing man. The Lord has 
surely called him into His min-
istry,” Hokuf said.

“The Lord is doing His 
work up there and it’s exciting 
to be part of it,” Hokuf said. 
“It’s a mission work we do for 
them. The blessings are mani-
fold. It has made my faith a lot 
more vibrant.”
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Church ministers to people from the Middle East in Canada BEGIN A RELATIONSHIP 

WITH GOD

GOD’S INITIATIVE:

God sent his son, Jesus, to die 
on the cross, paying the penalty 
for your sins, and promised 
“everyone who believes in Him 
will not perish but have eternal 
life.” John 3:16

OUR RESPONSE:

ADMIT…that you need to be 
rightly related to God. Under-
stand that you are sinner. Pride 
keeps us from doing some of 
the most important things in 
life.  Without God’s interven-
tion, your sin will ultimately 
lead to death and eternal 
separation from God. “No one 
is good –- not even one. No one 
has real understanding; no one 
is seeking God.”  Romans 3:10
“For all have sinned; all fall 
short of God’s glorious stan-
dard.” Romans 3:23

REPENT…from your sin and 
turn to God accepting by faith 
His gift of salvation. “Now 
turn from your sins and turn to 
God, so you can be cleansed of 
your sins.”  Acts 3:19 “For the 
wages of sin is death, but the 
free gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Romans 6:23 

BELIEVE…that God’s son, Je-
sus Christ, makes it possible for 
you to have a relationship with 
God. “For God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to 
himself…” 2 Corinthians 5:19
“This is real love. It is not 
that we loved God, but that 
He loved us and sent His son 
as a sacrifi ce to take away our 
sins.”  1 John 4:10

CONFESS…your sin to God.  
If you want to make this choice 
now, you can express that de-
sire to God in a prayer similar 
to this one: “Dear God, I know 
I am a sinner. I believe Jesus 
shed his blood, died and rose 
again to take the punishment 
for my sin. I accept your offer 
of forgiveness and eternal life.  
I thank you for what you have 
done for me, and I give you my 
life from this day forward.”

EXPRESS…your faith publi-
cally. Share it with a Christian 
friend or a pastor.  You will 
want to become involved in 
a local church where you can 
grow in your knowledge of 
Christ.  If you choose a Baptist 
church, you will be encouraged 
to be baptized as a public 
expression of your faith.
“If you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you 
will be saved.  Anyone who 
believes in Him will not be dis-
appointed.” Romans 10:9; 11

DEDICATE…yourself as a 
fully devoted follower of Jesus 
Christ.  Receiving God’s gift of 
forgiveness through Christ will 
set your life in an opposite di-
rection of the one you’ve been 
going. Now you are following 
God. “Jesus said to all of them, 
‘If people want to follow me, 
they must give up the things 
they want. They must be will-
ing to give up their lives daily 
to follow me.’” Luke 9:23 

Scripture from the 
New Living Translation

Stephen Hokuf, pastor of First Church, North East, (left) and Michael Choueiry (right), a member of 

the Arabic Evangelical Church of Ottawa in Ontario, Canada, work together as their churches partner 

together to reach the Arabic-speaking people in Ottawa.

The 2004 BCM/D 
Annual Meeting

Call TODAY to 
make your 
reservation!

Sheraton Hotel 
Dover, Delaware
(302) 678-8500

Cost: $ 89 
(Single or Double)
Last date for this 
special rate is 
October 23!

Call Carol Moore 
for additional 
information (800) 
466-5290 ext. 202 

visit www.yourbcmd.org/04annual for more 

Download the “Stand for Israel Action Kit” that includes 

children’s activities, music suggestions, clip art and more.

Visit www.yourbcmd.org/stand today!
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Bob Gerstmyer

BFCS Executive Director

By Bob Gerstmyer

In early August, the 
Trustees of Baptist Family 
& Children’s Services 

approved an agreement with 
Good Shepherd Methodist 
Church to lease a building 
on Roland Avenue in the 
Baltimore neighborhood of 
Hampden. The beautiful 
brick structure will house 
Baptist Family’s Good 
Samaritan Network Crisis 
Response, CHOSEN Foster 
Care, McCormick Family 
Life Institute and Counseling 
programs. Baptist Family will 
move into these new offices in 
August 2005.

Baptist Family will 
take the next year to make 
structural improvements to the 
property, adding offices and 
reconfiguring the floor plan 
both to use the office space 
efficiently and also to show off 
the older building’s charms. 
High ceilings, beautiful 
moldings and shady awnings 
over generous porches are 
hallmarks of Baptist Family’s 
future home.

Baptist Family & 
Children’s Services was 
founded in 1920 in Baltimore 
City. Since then, the agency 
has had offices in Lutherville 
and Columbia. Each new move 
reflected the agency’s 
growing connection 
with churches and 
communities outside the 
Baltimore city limits. 

In 2005, Baptist 
family will return to 
a city greatly changed 
since 1920. Twenty-four 
churches exist within 
the limits of Baltimore, 
and they all serve 
communities with major 
needs. These needs 
(jobs and job training, 
child care, mentoring, 
counseling, healthcare 
and so on) are felt in all 
of our churches, but in 
Baltimore they often permeate 
the communities surrounding 
the church. 

As Christians, we have 
a joyful responsibility to 
respond to the needs of all the 
people in our lives, to reach out 
to those in our churches and 

families and also to work with 
our neighbors, giving them 
hope and witnessing to them 
for Christ. 

In addition, Baltimore is 
under consideration for the 

North American Mission 
Board’s “Strategic Focus City” 
designation, meaning that a 
major push to grow churches 
in the city may be in the near 
future. Baptist Family, along 
with a consortium of churches 
and the BCM/D are getting 

a head start on this process. 
You can read about the early 
progress of our “Embrace 
Baltimore” project in Colleen 
Dougherty’s article on this 
page.

This move into 
Baltimore does not mean 
that Baptist Family will 
have any less of a focus 
on the needs of churches 
and Baptists across our 
multi-state convention. 
Indeed, in the past 
month we have begun 
discussions with Western 
Association, working 
on a plan to increase 
the services we offer to 
our brothers and sisters 
in Maryland’s western 
counties. Our case 
managers are currently 
helping families in 
Southern Maryland and 

in Delaware, too.
The timing of Baptist 

Family’s move couldn’t be more 
blessed. There is much work to 
do in and around Baltimore, 
and next year our agency will 
have a great new home, back in 
our hometown.

Homecoming: Baptist Family signs agreement to 

move back to Baltimore city

Baptist Family & Children’s Services will move 

into their new location on Roland Avenue in 

the Baltimore neighborhood of Hampden in 

August 2005.

Churches cooperate to “Embrace” Baltimore
By Colleen Dougherty

Baltimore is being 
considered as a Strategic 
Focus City by the North 

American Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 
A BCM/D-based preliminary 
project, known as “Embrace,” 
is underway, with a goal of 
mobilizing resources in the 
area to make a major impact 
for Christ in the City of 
Baltimore. 

Representatives from
Arundel Association, 
Baltimore Association, 
Mid-Maryland Association, 
Susquehanna Association, 
the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware, and 

Baptist Family have been 
brought together to begin 
preliminary planning and 
activities. 

The first fruits of 
“Embrace” are cooperative 
partnerships between churches 
in Baltimore City and the 
surrounding counties. Baptist 
Family is coordinating short-
term mission partnerships 
focusing on Back-to-School 
and Christmas donations. 
The objective of these two 

“Embrace” 
projects is two-
fold. The first
is to help meet
the physical and
spiritual needs 
of the children 
and their parents
by offering gifts
and introducing
them to Christ.
The second is
that churches in
partnership will
work together
within the
context of their 
resources to
impact Baltimore
City.

The material 
needs of poor
families and
kids in Baltimore
are obvious and 
easily remedied.
Entering into
the back-to-
school season, 
Baptist Family
has paired urban
and suburban 
churches with 
the following
process in

mind: the city church will
identify needy families in its 
congregation and in the nearby 
neighborhood. The suburban 
church will then raise funds 
and in-kind donations to make 
sure that children can go back 

to school with no needs to 
distract them from their main 
job: learning. The BCM/D 
has donated a Bible to go into 
every backpack of supplies we 
distribute.

The process of identifying 
needy families and assisting 
them at Christmastime will 
look much the same as back-to-
school, but with an even more 
spiritual focus. Needy kids and 
families will be invited to a 
sponsored “Birthday Party for 
Jesus.” This setting will give 
us a chance to tell kids about 
the real meaning of Christmas, 
perhaps for the first time in 
their lives.

These projects will take 
us through the beginning of 
2005, and are meant only as 
a beginning, an opportunity 
for all of the participating 
churches, associations 
and agencies to introduce 
themselves to people living in 
impoverished communities 
in Baltimore. There will be 
much more work to do beyond 

distributing school supplies 
and Christmas toys, but 
meeting the material needs of 
people in poverty is a first step 
toward meeting their spiritual 
needs as well.

For more information 
about BFCS, or to ask 
questions or comment 

on articles on this page, 
please call BFCS 
Public Relations 

Associate, Tim Durkin 
(410) 872-1050 ext. 143 

Baptist Family and 

Children’s Services  
7175 Columbia 

Gateway Dr., Suite F 
Columbia, MD 21046

Phone: 
(410) 872-1050    
(800) 621-8834 

Fax: 
(410) 872-1047 

E-mail: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org
Online: 

www.baptistfamily.org

Would you like to be on 
our e-mail list? 

Send a message to: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org

Want to know more 
about what your kids are 
watching? Go to our website 
and read Kevin Neece’s 
Reel Advice, a film guide 
for parents. This month: 
Sky Captain and the World of 
Tomorrow and First Daughter.

For the full reviews visit
www.baptistlifeonline.org.

 
Kevin C. Neece lives in Fort 
Worth, Texas, with his wife 

Melissa. E-mail him at 
kevin_c_neece@yahoo.com

Reel 
Advice 

with Kevin Neece

The theme of the evening will be 

have read this month, is happy to announce its return to a 
headquarters in Baltimore City beginning in 2005.

Speakers from Baltimore City government and other faith-
based charities will tell guests about the positive impact that 
organizations like Baptist Family have been making on the City 
of Baltimore. 

Guests will enjoy a down-home “Bull Roast” menu, with 
food provided by the excellent Truffles Caterers of the Belvedere 
Hotel in Baltimore.

The Constellation Room provides amazing, near-360 degree 
views of the Inner Harbor, Federal Hill and the bright lights of 
downtown Baltimore. As the WTC building is right on the water, 
there is no clearer view of the beautiful Inner Harbor anywhere 
else.

Door prizes and great music will round out the event. Doors 
open at 6:30 and we expect to close the evening around 9:30.

Please come and join us for this joyous event! Tickets 
cost $75 per person, and all proceeds from ticket sales will go 
to benefit the Good Samaritan Network, the Baptist Family 
program most directly coordinating the Embrace Baltimore 
initiative.

To purchase tickets by telephone, or for more information, 
call Tim Durkin at 410-872-1050, extension 143. To purchase 
tickets electronically, send an email to tdurkin@baptistfamily.org.

Reprinted in BaptistLIFE with special permission of Bil Keane.

THE FAMILY CIRCUS® by Bil Keane
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MINISTER OF YOUTH 
— Faith Baptist Church of 
Glen Burnie, Maryland, has an 
immediate opening for a full-
time Minister of Youth. Faith 
Baptist Church is a fast grow-
ing suburban church with a 
large youth group. Duties in-
clude planning, coordinating 
and leading the youth min-
istry.  Interested individuals 
should send resumes to Faith 
Baptist Church, c/o Youth Pas-
tor Search Committee, 7378 
Furnace Branch Road, Glen 
Burnie, Maryland, 21060, or fax 

to Youth Search Committee at 
(410) 761-5672.

PART-TIME ADULT CHOIR 
DIRECTOR — First Baptist 
Church of Crofton. Send re-
sumes to P.O. Box 3425, Crof-
ton, MD 21114. (410) 721-2790.

NEED HELP WITH THAT 
NEXT SPECIAL EVENT? — 
Call (302) 234-0447 for excep-
tional service & consultation. 
We offer a full line of promo-
tional products & services. Call 
today for an appointment to 
see our Inspirational Appoint-

ment Calendar & receive 15% 
off your new calendar order. 
Call or e-mail us for your FREE 
catalog! Paul R. Stambaugh, Sr., 
Account Executive (302) 234-
0447, Lee Wayne Corporation 
(302) 234-0447, Cell (302) 528-
5582 prslw@comcast.net http:
//paulstambaugh.leewaynecat
alog.com.

LIN WALLBERG, SOLO 
HANDBELLS — Avail-
able for concerts, worship 
services, clinics, weddings, 
etc. Add the beautiful touch 
of handbells to your special 
occasion. Contact: Lin Wall-
berg, website: BellSolos.com, 

Phone: (301) 586-0317, E-mail: 
lin@bellsolos.com. 

RETREAT TO THE OCEAN 
—The Baptist Retreat Center 
in Ocean City is available for 
Fall – Spring Retreats. We 
can accommodate groups as 
large as 65. For more info. call 
(410) 289-6573 or check hhtp:
\\www.OCBaptist.org.
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Serving
 Churches
 Educational groups
 Non Profi t organizations

Can accommodate up to 200 people
 Year round availability
 Conference rooms
 Cabins and lodges

Located in wooded surroundings 
 Pool  
 Lake with canoes and  

     paddle boats
 Picnic pavilion with grills

  Hiking trails  
  Hay rides

Camp Wo-Me-To
1200 Knopp Road
PO Box 160
Jarrettsville, MD 21084

ARBUTUS 
REFRIGERATION

&
FOOD SERVICE EQUIPMENT

3635 Benson Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21227

410-525-3100
Fax: 410-525-3185

Serves:
• Churches  • Schools
• Banquet halls • Fellowship halls

Provides:
• Designing and planning
• Commercial refrigeration sales & service
• Ice machines
• Beverage systems
• Commercial restaurant equipment

Contact: Len Wickham
(443) 677-4191

MAIL, E-MAIL, 

OR FAX YOUR AD 

– Deadlines are the 

second Friday of each 

month for the 

following month’s 

issue. Classified 

advertising is 75 cents 

per word ($18.00 

minimum) for BCM/D 

churches and church 

members; 85 cents 

per word ($20.00 

minimum) for non-

profit organizations; 

and 95 cents per word 

($25.00 minimum) 

for commercial 

organizations. Word 

count does not 

include words with 

two letters or less. 

Contact us for display 

ad pricing. 

To Place an Ad
Employment

Miscellaneous

Children’s Choir Workshop 
October 30 • 9:30am-4:30pm • The Baptist Center, Columbia, MD

For all leaders and assistants who work with children’s choir from pre-school through 
grade 6. Led by James and Mary Delaine Allcock, nationally respected experts on 
Children’s Music Ministry and former staff of the Baptist Convention of MD/DE.

Please make your reservation by September 30. Call Cindy Harper at (800) 

only $25

(with lunch)!

Home Field Advantage: 
Turning Children Into Spiritual Champions

A specialized time of discovery about the child through workshops 
and seminars. For parents, teachers, leaders and others involved in 
Children’s Ministries at church.

Glen Burnie Baptist Church, January 29, 2005, 9AM-3PM
Cost: $10 per person (includes lunch)
$75 per church (10 conferees or more)
$20 family rate (parent & children)
Child care provided: $5 per child

Contact Gail Noda: (800) 466-5290, ext. 218 for more information.



October 19, 2004 
7-9 PM
Greenbrier Baptist Church
20810 National Pike, 
Boonsboro, MD 21713

Beyond the Screen will help you 
and your church implement or 
improve the way your church uses 
multimedia to connect with people. 
Our time together will include: 

•  A graphics workshop (where to 
   fi nd them and how to design your 
   own) 
•  A Powerpoint workshop (96% 
   of churches using media use 
   powerpoint as their display 
   software) 
•  How to implement effective media   
   ministry. 
•  Projection and Audio 101 with the 
   guys from Acuity Audio Visual. 
•  Q&A 

Cost is only $5. Call (240) 
818-8760 or register online 
at www.blueridgebaptist.org. 
Registration Deadline 10/4/04

a training event in three dimensions!
presented by the Arundel Baptist Association and 

the Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware

Interact: 3-D Ministry
formerly known as “Impact Night” 

September 27, 6 PM  
Faith  Baptist Church  

Glen Burnie, MD

visit us online at www.yourbcmd.org/interact for more information!

Interact is a unique lecture-free event dedicated to 
you–the church leader. 

This isn’t an “I talk, you listen” seminar...it’s an ongoing 
relationship with our leaders who are available for you to 
contact before, during and after the event to ensure your 
needs are met. 

Interact: 3-D Ministry begins...right now!

Interact is not your typical, boring 
or static seminar!  Before the 
event you can contact leaders with 
possible topics that will address 
your ministry needs.  During the 
event you can expect to develop 
a workable ministry plan.  After 
the event you can further explore 
areas of your ministry by engaging 
leaders personally or in specialized 
small groups.  That’s why it’s called 
“Interact!”

Choose one seminar form the list 
below and register online today!
•  Once They Enter the Door, How To Enter   

Their Lives
•  Issues Facing the 21st Century Church
•  Moore and More
•  Sue You on Sunday
•  Vital Signs of a Healthy Church
•  A Years Worth of Music Planning
•  The Enemy Has Plans for your Children...
 Do U?
•  Vote “No” to Slots
•  Care Giving for Deacons
•  It Is a Sin to Bore Adults
•  Intentional Evangelism:  12 months 
 at a Time
•  The Tie Meets the Tie-Dyed
•  Passport to Adventure
•  Leadership Greatness– Pastor’s Conference

Registration Submission:  phone: (410) 647-0507
mail : Arundel Baptist Association, 8385 Jumpers 

Hole Road, Millersville, MD 21108
e-mail: gayle@arundelbaptist.org • online: 

www.yourbcmd.org/interact
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: September 17
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