
N
o

n
-p

ro
fit

U
.S

. P
o

s
ta

g
e

P
A

ID

C
o

lu
m

b
ia

, M
D

P
e

rm
it #

3
5
0

B
a

p
tis

tLIFE
1
0

2
5

5
 O

ld
 C

o
lu

m
b

ia
 R

o
a
d

C
o

lu
m

b
ia

, M
a

ry
la

n
d

 2
1
0

4
6
-1

7
1

6

C
H

A
N

G
E

 S
E

R
V

IC
E

 R
E

Q
U

E
S

T
E

D

TM

BaptistLIFEBaptistLIFE
 Newsjournal of the Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware

It
's

yo
ur story...we just tell it!

w
w

w

.baptistlifeonlin
e.

or
g

Eek gets a new 

perspective on...

errr...perspective.

 

Page 5

BFCS and BCM/D 

churches go “Back-to-

School” in Baltimore

Page 10

“A Great Open 

Door”- BCM/D Annual 

Meeting Poster

Pages 6-7

October 2004
www.yourbcmd.org/BLOct04

By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

WILMINGTON, Del./
ROCKVILLE, Md. — And on 
the seventh day, Bobby Welch 
arrived in Wilmington, Del., 
and Rockville, Md., in stops 
number 17 and 18 on a 25-day 
bus tour of Southern Baptist 
churches across the United 
States.

Traveling in a bus with 
six beds, two couch benches 
and a big screen TV airing the 
Weather Channel (for periodic 
review of hurricane activity 
in his family’s home state of 
Florida), the newly-elected 
Southern Baptist Convention 
President Bobby Welch wanted 
to let pastors and church lead-
ers know that what they are 
doing makes a difference.

Welch, 30-year pastor of 
First Church, Daytona Beach, 

Fla., stopped at Bethany 
Church, Wilmington, Del., and 
First Church, Rockville, Md., 
on Sept. 5.

Both churches were 
chosen for visits because of 
their proximity to the tightly 
scheduled bus route. “I had no 
idea what churches I would 
be visiting,” said Welch. “We 
just drew a circle around the 
route and said, ‘Surely, there’s 
a church here who will have 
us.’”

Propelled into action by a 
long-standing decline in the 
number of baptisms in South-
ern Baptist churches, Welch 
hopes the tour will heighten a 
sense of urgency for evange-
lism among Southern Baptists. 

In 2005, he plans to follow 
up with “The ‘Everyone Can’ 
Kingdom Challenge for Evan-
gelism” campaign, which has 
the goal of “Witness, Win and 

Baptize ... ONE MILLION!” in 
one year.

In a 1:30 p.m. visit, during 
the normal Sunday naptime 
hour, Welch was met with a 
“beyond expectation” crowd 
at Bethany Church. 

There, he recounted a 
recent interview in which he 
confessed to David France, a 
Ladies Home Journal reporter, 
that the local church has failed 
the 29 million Americans who 
profess to believe in the Bible 
and God, but who do not at-
tend church.

Striking the pulpit, Welch 
echoed his determined re-
sponse to the reporter, “South-
ern Baptists are about to do 
better than we’ve been doing!”

He implored, “Our 
churches need to build bridges 
back to these people with car-
ing hands and loving hearts 
and then bring them back 

across the bridge, disciple 
them, train and equip 
them and send them back 
across the bridge to meet 
others.”

And to prove it, with a 
New Testament Bible and a 
FAITH evangelism strategy 
guide in hand, Welch led 
church members into the 
surrounding neighborhood 
to fi nd people who were 
interested in talking about 
spiritual matters.

“It is important to get 
outside of the church and 
do all you can,” said the 
author of the FAITH evan-
gelism strategy, used by 
Christians worldwide. 
He pointed to the colorful 

tour bus, with a slogan inten-
tionally painted within eye-
level of other drivers: “Do all 
you can… with all you have… 
where you are… NOW!”

Welch says he insisted on 
riding the bus, because when 
he arrives at each place, he 
wants people to see him get-
ting out of his comfort zone, to 
see that he really does care. 

“It is a feat to travel to all 
50 states and Canada by bus 
in 25 traveling days,” he said.

“If I am about to ask peo-
ple to get out of their comfort 
zones, they will feel that I’ve 
earned the right to ask them 
to try. I don’t ask people to do 
things that I don’t do.”

Bus tour reveals servant leader 
heartbeat of SBC president

Members of First Church, Rockville, stand ready for outreach. With over 20 nationalities represented in their church, their 

worship services are a foreshadow of heaven, says Fletcher Honemond, member for 33 years.

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. — The 
General Mission Board (GMB) 
approved resolutions and rec-
ommendations for this year’s 
upcoming annual BCM/D 
annual meeting, said good-
bye to BCM/D President Tim 
Simpson, who completed his 
second year as president and 
rejoiced in “open doors” God 
is providing as reported by 
teams and committees.

GMB President Terry Da-
vis opened the meeting, read-
ing from Philippians 3 about 
Paul’s admonition to forget 
those things which are behind 
and reach for things which are 
before – pressing toward the 
mark for the prize of the high 
calling of Christ Jesus. Davis 
said while watching the Olym-
pics he noticed that when a 
runner took his eyes off of the 
goal he would always fall back. 

“Our leadership has been 
doing a good job discerning 
the direction of where we 
need to go. Let’s press towards 
faithfulness…as stewards 
we’re pressing towards heav-
en. Ultimately we’ll be united 
with the body of Christ.”

BCM/D Executive Direc-
tor David Lee recently back 
from a sabbatical said church-
es need to stretch and reach 
out for people groups near 
and far. 

“The more a church is in-
volved in missions the stron-
ger the heart of that church 
grows,” Lee said. We need to 
get serious about getting the 
gospel to the world. Our world 
needs it so desperately. There 
is no political solution. Our 
only hope is to get the gospel 
to the heart of people.” 

Lee said he is excited that 
God is opening doors on a 
daily basis. He referenced the 
partnership with Baltimore 

City that includes BCM/D, 
several associations, the North 
American Mission Board and 
Baptist Family & Children’s 
Services. Lee said BCM/D is 
also continuing to move for-
ward with plans to hire an ur-
ban strategist. 

Lee reported recent person-
nel changes including the res-
ignations of Rick Hancock and 
Kevin Marsico, who are both 
now pastoring local churches, 
and the hiring of Tom Stolle 
and Alanna Davis. Stolle is the 
new convention comptroller 
and Davis is an interim church 
planter/consultant.  

Lee presented certifi cates 
to GMB members who fulfi lled 
their terms. They were Robert 
Parsley, Larry Rickard, Paul 
Langston, Terry Davis, Clar-
ence Byerly, Jerry Steele, Ron 
Blankenship, Douglas White, 
Robert Anderson, Jr., James 
Moore, Tim Simpson and Mike 
Trammell. 

Lee said the convention’s 
mission statement which states 
that the convention will inten-
tionally assist in starting and 
strengthening congregations 
is good and the fi ve strategies, 
church planting and multipli-
cation, congregational develop-
ment, leadership development 
and support, missions involve-
ment and resource develop-
ment are what we ought to do. 

“We may need to rethink 
our vision,” Lee said. The vi-
sion statement is that by 2010 
the convention will have 600 
congregations with 150,000 
persons actively fulfi lling Je-
sus’ command in Matthew 28:
19-20. 

“This vision is going to be 
reached far earlier than 2010,” 
Lee said. We already have al-
most 500 congregations.

GMB sees open doors for BCM/D annual meeting

continued on page five

continued on page eight
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Sabbatical is over! At least 
for now, it is over. I can ab-
solutely assure you that (if 

Jesus tarries His coming) I will 
do it again.

I rested. I really rested. God 
wires people differently. I know 
that. But, I sense from anec-
dotal evidence that preachers 
are wired much alike. Like me, 
most preachers come to the end 
of a week’s vacation almost un-
wound and nearly rested. Then, 
the thought hits that it is time 
to go back into the hustle and 
bustle. At that point we quickly 
rewind and move from rested to 
stressed. This time, I moved past 
that weekly point into another 
level of “rested.” At the end of 
the second week, I moved into 

yet another level of rested. You 
get the point. “I rested!”

It is amazing how much 
clearer things appear after your 
mind and your heart have be-
come refreshed and renewed. 
You really can see problems as 
opportunities. You really can 
look beyond the immediate to 
spend time dreaming about the 
future. There is a new energy... 
even a new courage. You see 
things that before you simply 
overlooked. I felt like Elisha’s 
servant when God pulled back 
the curtain and let him see 
God’s divine army encamped 
around him. (That is a great 
story recorded in 2 Kings 6.)

I am more focused. I am less 
stressed. I react less and think 

through things more. I am more 
patient. I have a much better 
sense of the forest instead of just 
the tree staring me in the face. 
At least for the short term I am a 
better leader, a better husband, a 
better father, a better granddad-
dy and probably a better person. 
Perfection is a long way off, but I 
do feel that I have taken a step in 
the right direction. Like Paul, I 
am forgetting the things that are 
behind, so that I can press for-
ward to the mark of the prize of 
the high calling in Christ Jesus.

What also amazed me was 
a renewed ability to listen to 
God. My brain is always work-
ing. It has no “off button.” That 
can be energizing at times, but 
it can be draining. It can also be 

distracting. It can make listen-
ing a challenge. I don’t think it 
is an attention defi cit. Again, 
I think it is the way that I am 
wired. Yet, I found when things 
slowed down, fellowship with 
God was so sweet. I discovered 
that I could more clearly discern 
what he was saying, how he was 
nudging and where he was lead-
ing.

I have become a fan of sab-
baticals. It is my sincere convic-
tion that every minister ought 
to periodically take one. The 
church will reap the benefi ts. 
The Kingdom of God will be 
advanced.

Would you like to talk more 
about the experience? Give me 
a call.

Sabbaticals can advance the Kingdom of God

LifeWay president, Jimmy 
Draper, caused quite a stir 
when he said that young 

leaders were disconnecting 
from the 
Southern 
Baptist 
Conven-
tion. He 
then invited younger leaders 
to “help formulate a strategy 
to solve the problems” (See 
BaptistLIFE July issue, p. 10). 
As a 37-year-old denominational 
servant, I am not sure if I am a 
young leader anymore, but let 
me at least add to the dialogue.

I love young emerging lead-
ers and I love the SBC – they just 
seem to be headed in different 
directions. I am connected to the 
SBC because I love our doctrine 
and our cooperation. However, 
many other emerging leaders 
have found those values in other 
places, started fellowshipping 
with other networks and in 
some cases decided that the SBC 
is no longer relevant. Now, we 
announce, “We want you back!” 
Should we expect anything more 
than, “So what?”

The conservative resurgence 
righted a convention that doc-
trinally was drifting leftward, 
but there also seems to be a 
surge toward gauging methodol-
ogy as a measure of fi delity to 
conservative doctrine. For years, 
young leaders have heard com-
ments like “contemporary music 
is not godly,” “real Baptists have 

it in their name,” “casual dress 
trivializes worship” and “Sun-
day School is the only Baptist 
way.” If this is what it means to 

be a Southern 
Baptist, we will 
see fewer and 
fewer young 
leaders in part-

nership with us.
If we are to reconnect with 

theologically sound young inno-
vators, we will need to:

• Recognize that biblically 
sound innovations are being 
used effectively to reach the 
world. Two of our three largest 
churches (Fellowship Church in 
Grapevine, Texas and Saddle-
back Church in Lake Forest, 
Calif.) conduct purely contem-
porary services and also are 
leaders in baptisms each year. 
A contemporary style of service 
is not un-Baptist and does not 
compromise sound doctrine.

• Remember that being 
Southern Baptist is about theol-
ogy and cooperation and not 
methodology. To be Southern 
Baptist means that we believe 
certain things and cooperate to-
gether to build God’s Kingdom. 
We have settled the doctrinal 
issues (though watchfulness 
is always needed). Yet, for too 
many, being Southern Baptist 
has been a matter of cultural or 
geographical identifi cation and 
methodological conformity. In-
stead, we need to bless all types 
of scripturally sound churches. 

• Avoid using our public 
gatherings to teach that original-
ity is compromise. I have been 
to conferences where speakers 
have preached against every-
thing from sitting on stools to 
wearing Hawaiian shirts. If even 
common and mild departures 
from pulpit norms are attacked 
when younger pastors go to our 
events, should we be surprised 
that they just stop attending? 
Preaching against them may get 
a “big amen” from some, but 
the Amen Corner gets older and 
smaller every year.

• Provide a vision of world-
wide impact that will attract 
them. Emerging leaders want to 
be a part of something because 
of its impact and not just out of 
loyalty. Younger evangelicals are 
not waiting for the next conven-
tion program; they want to be a 
part of something that changes 
the world. A vision for Coopera-
tive Program partnership and 
collaborative missions needs to 
be cast to emerging generations.

• I cannot say that every 
young Southern Baptist is theo-
logically sound and just method-
ologically progressive. Innova-
tion for its own sake should con-
cern us all – and many innova-
tions need a biblical/theological 
critique. However, some of our 
institutions have forfeited their 
place in the dialogue because 
they are still arguing about 
whether you have to wear a suit 
to preach a biblically faithful 

sermon – and young leaders are 
far, far away.

Honestly, most young lead-
ers are not pining away for their 
SBC partnerships. Emerging 
leaders struggle when they are 
asked to support a system that 
continually condemns the prac-
tices they endorse. Yet, if they do 
not become enthusiastic about 
the team, we all will be wonder-
ing what happened to our con-
vention 25 years from now.

Many of us were too young 
to be a part of the conservative 
resurgence, but that does not 
mean we do not love the Bible, 
our cooperation and our Con-
vention. If we want emerging 
leaders to be enthusiastic about 
our team, we will need to offer 
them meaningful leadership 
roles because we value them and 
the way they do ministry.

I love the SBC and pray that 
other young leaders can feel the 
same way. But if we “invite” but 
do not “welcome” them, our 
overtures will go unheeded. 
Let’s do what it takes so that bib-
lically conservative and meth-
odologically progressive young 
leaders fi nd the SBC to be the 
kind of partnership we all know 
it can be.

Ed Stetzer is the coauthor 
with Elmer Towns of a new 

book, “Perimeters of Light: Bibli-
cal Boundaries for the Emerging 

Church.” He can be reached at 
estetzer@namb.net.

How can the SBC bring young leaders back?

If you are carrying fi rewood 
into your house, would you 
like an open door or a closed 

door to greet you? Easy ques-
tion, right? When your hands 
are full and your muscles are 
tired…someone open the door! 
The primary objective is to get 
through the door so you can 
unload the heavy stuff.  

In a mysterious yet won-
derful way, our Lord has 
opened dozens of doors for 
our churches in this strategic 

mid-Atlantic region. The work 
of doing the “heavy lifting” of 
His Great Commission does 
keep our hands busy. His spirit, 
however, pushes the doors of 
opportunity open. He brings 
families to our community. He 
causes people to be curious 
about the gospel. He arranges 
for spiritual conversations to 
take place. He prompts friends 
to ask questions. He leads them 
through the open door where 
someone from a Maryland/

Delaware congregation is ready 
to share Christ with them. We 
may be tired by the end of the 
weekend, but He did most of 
the work, amen? 

Next month, at our conven-
tion in Dover on Nov. 15-16, you 
and I will be meeting to focus 
on the “Great Open Door” God 
has placed before us. This door 
of missions opportunity is as 
challenging and exhilarating 
as we can imagine. As He leads 
us, we can answer his call in 

Scotland, Mexico, Mississippi, 
Maryland, Delaware or the 
Middle East. He has opened the 
doors. Many are already willing 
to offer their lives. Our time in 
Dover will celebrate the victo-
ries and blessings of coopera-
tive kingdom work. You don’t 
want to miss any moment! 

Make your plans now to 
join your Baptist friends when 
we start on Monday afternoon 
at 1:30. The door is open! Let’s 
meet with Him in Dover!

Dover meeting reveals open doors all around us

Ed Stetzer

Manager of Strategic 

Networks, North 

American Mission Board

Guest Perspective
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Arundel Association

Faith Church, Glen Bur-
nie, has a new facility for their 
college and career ministry. 
“The Filling Station” is being 
used for college and career 
Sunday School and soon the 
church will host coffee houses 
and social events there. The 
building is across the street 
from Faith Church on Furnace 
Branch Road. It used to be an 
old gas station.

Grace Church, Pasadena, 
called Cindy Barlock as music 
and worship leader. Barlock is 
a graduate of James Madison 
University and is enrolled in 
the BCM/D extension program 
through Southern Seminary.

North Arundel Church, 
Glen Burnie, had a fl ea market 
to raise money for a car minis-
try for single moms or families 
in need of minor car mainte-
nance and light repairs.

The church’s youth group 
will host a Pasadena Christian 
Teen dance on Oct. 22 with a 
mixture of clean secular and 
Christian music. 

Baltimore Association

On Sept. 19, Chestnut 
Ridge Church, Lutherville, 
celebrated the 10th anniversa-
ry of its merger with Gregory 
Memorial Church.

On Oct. 23, First Church, 
Lansdowne, will host an all 
day outdoor “Fall Fest” for the 
community featuring two free 
outdoor concerts, clowns, bal-
loons, hot dogs and cider. The 
Oak Grove Quartet will pres-
ent southern gospel music at 2 
p.m. and “Call 2 Worship” will 
share contemporary praise 
music at 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call (410) 242-7730.

First Church began their 
fall bowling league on Sept. 
30. Over 40 bowlers including 
members and friends partici-
pated this summer. 

The church has a new 
lighted church sign/message 
board and fl ag pole. During a 
recent worship service mem-
bers gathered on the front 
parking lot in a dedication/
consecration service. 

Middle River Church, 
Baltimore, began a Celebrate 
Recovery ministry to help 
those struggling with addic-
tions. 

The missions committee 
of Woodbrook Church, Bal-
timore, had a used book sale 
to raise money for workers in 
Fayet, Haiti, to teach adults to 
read. 

Correction –  some of the 
quotes regarding Max Lyall’s 
ministry were from Woodbrook’s 
pastor, John Ballenger. The quote 
was attributed incorrectly in the 
last edition. BaptistLIFE apolo-
gizes for the error. 

Woolford Memorial 
Church, Baltimore, has activi-
ties for elementary-aged chil-
dren each day after school. On 
Monday through Wednesdays, 
the church offers Team Kid, 
on Thursdays a “Children in 
Action” mission program and 
on Fridays they have a “Begin-
ners Class” for children who 
are new Christians. 

Blue Ridge Association

Greenbrier Church, 
Boonsboro, will host a multi-
media seminar Oct. 19 from 7 
to 9 p.m. “Beyond the Screen” 

includes graphic workshops; 
Powerpoint tricks and tips; 
and how to implement an ef-
fective media ministry. Phil 
Graves, Blue Ridge Associa-
tion’s multi-media specialist, 
is coordinating the event. For 
more information, call (240) 
818-8760 or register online at 
blueridgebaptist.org.

Delaware Association

Bethany Church, Wilm-
ington, had an old fashioned 
pounding for their new as-
sociate pastor, Jonathan Berry. 
Members brought pounds of 
groceries, cleaning supplies 
and other items to welcome 
Berry.

Eastern Association 

First Baptist, Cambridge, 
is starting a youth worship 
service called “The Grip” on 
Tuesday nights. The services 
will feature a youth praise 
team leading music and youth 
pastor, Steve Hook, giving the 
sermon. 

First Church called Hook 
in May. He formerly pas-
tored First Church, Mardella 
Springs. 

Over the summer church 
members traveled to Ocean 
City to serve meals for the 
resort ministry, ministered to 
Native Americans with other 
churches in Oklahoma, had a 
member travel to Ecuador on 
a mission trip and the church 
supplied health kits to migrant 
workers on the Eastern Shore. 

Mid Maryland Associa
 
The Prime Timers senior 

group at Bethel Church, 
Ellicott City, is collecting hats, 
gloves and scarves for the 
Baltimore Port Ministry. Many 
sailors that come to Baltimore 
are from the warm countries 
in the Pacifi c area and they’re 
not prepared for the colder 
weather in the north. 

Mid-Maryland Associa-
tion director of missions, Bill 
Crowe, was the guest speaker 
at the Prime Timer’s Septem-
ber meeting. 

Faith Church, Hamp-
stead, called Louis A. Para-
diso, as its pastor effective 
Sept. 6. Paradiso is founder of 
Rebound Ministries, a minis-
try that presents the Gospel 
through seminars, clinics, 
and sports camps. He also is 
an active certifi ed instructor 
for Prison Fellowship Minis-
tries and has led churches to 
establish food bank programs 
through NAMB funding. 

His wife, Sonya, from 
Springfi eld, Tenn., is also a 
graduate from Carson New-
man and ministers with her 
husband. Sonya is active in 
counseling and ministering at 
pregnancy centers and looks 
forward to continuing that 
ministry in the local area.  

Westminster Church is 
preparing for its annual com-
munity Christmas party on 
Dec. 3. Members will make 
Christmas crafts and share 
holiday treats with community 
children.

The church has an active 
women’s ministry. In Septem-
ber, the women enjoyed a la-
dies tea. This month they’ll en-
joy a retreat including a buffet 
lunch at a local golf club. Next 
month the church will host a 

mother/daughter breakfast. 
Members are now gear-

ing up the Upward Basketball 
season.

Montgomery 

Colesville Church, Silver 
Spring, has an “adopt a proj-
ect” program sponsored by 
the church’s trustees. Members 
are asked to sponsor one proj-
ect such as painting, repairing 
or cleaning a window, fence, 
gutter area or church sign. The 
church also began “40 Days of 
Purpose” on Sept. 26.

Montgomery Association 
churches manned a tent at the 
Montgomery County Fair in 
Gaithersburg. Churches dis-
tributed Bibles, tracts and bro-
chures and did face painting, 
puppet shows, street dramas 
and musical presentations. 

The Kenya mission team 
from Redland Church, Rock-
ville, had to cancel a sched-
uled trip in August due to 
terrorist threats but they still 
ministered to the children of 
Amani Ya Juu. The church 
sent the materials they had 
prepared for Vacation Bible 
School, along with funds to 
have VBS to Kenya.

Potomac Association

This fall, youth from First 
Church, La Plata, planned a 
camping trip to Luray, Va., a 
corn maze and a hay ride. 

The church’s WMU group 
will kick off their new year 
with a women’s tea. 

Potomac Heights Church 
members are “adopting” 
Potomac Heights Christian 
Academy. Small groups at the 
church are adopting individu-
al classes, praying for students 
and encouraging the teacher.

Trinity Church, Waldorf, 
will have a fall festival from 3 
to 6 p.m. on Oct. 31. There will 
be games, prizes, food and a 
moon bounce. 

Prince George’s

W. Dale Grimley pastor of 
Clinton Church, resigned ef-
fective Sept. 30 due to health 
problems. 

Cornerstone Peaceful 
Bible Church, Upper Marl-
boro, has a business develop-
ment ministry. Participants are 
CPBBC members who want to 
impact their families and com-
munities by operating a sound 
business. The ministry spon-
sors networking meetings, a 
business directory and a holi-
day bazaar. 

Six members of Kettering 
Church, Upper Marlboro, re-
cently returned from a mission 
trip to Kingston, Jamaica. Par-
ticipants conducted services 
at prisons, visited nursing 
homes, did construction work, 
assisted in daycares, conduct-
ed literacy classes for children 
and did street witnessing.

The church also par-
ticipated in a mission trip to 
Puebla, Mexico, to conduct 
Vacation Bible School, work on 
construction projects and do 
outreach ministries.

The girls in KBC’s youth 
group went to Somerset, Pa., 
during the summer to work at 
a summer missions camp.

The church sponsored a 
community outreach event 
called “Get in Check.” Neigh-
bors could come to get their 

car fl uids checked and get a 
car wash, get information on 
health awareness, physical and 
mental check-ups, information 
about immunizations and spiri-
tual check ups. 

Susquehanna

First Church, Perryville, 
kicked off their Pioneer Club 
program last month. The pro-
gram is a children’s ministry 
with a western theme. 

The church recently had 
its annual pig roast. Members 
visited with their deacon fami-
lies while visitors met with the 
pastor’s group. Children met 
with Sunday School teachers 
and enjoyed some supervised 
playtime. 

Prison evangelist and au-
thor, Richard Coss, will be the 
guest speaker at First Church 
on Oct. 3 to 6. Services begin  at 
7 p.m.

Members of First Church 
welcomed Mike Christ as their 
fi rst full-time associate pastor 
in an installation service on 
Sept. 5. Pastor Christ previous-
ly ministered as a pastoral in-
tern at North Harford Church, 
Jarrettsville.

Oak Grove Church, Bel 
Air, is hosting Crown Financial 
Bible Study classes. 

The church’s parish nurse 
program had a kick-off lun-
cheon for the cancer care 
group.

Paul Cole is the interim 
pastor for Prince of Peace 
Church, Fallston. Cole previ-
ously served as lay preacher 
and deacon at Emotion Church. 

 
Western Association

Second Church, Cumber-
land, honored John Chaney 
last month during a fun and 
fi tness group dinner. Chaney 

has been a 
member of Sec-
ond Church for 
over 50 years.

In 1992 
Chaney was 
inducted into 
the Fitness Hall 

of Fame and then Governor 
William Donald Schaefer pre-
sented him an award on be-
half of the Maryland Council 
on Physical Fitness. 

Western Association will 
have its annual meeting on 
Oct. 11 and 12. BCM/D Ex-
ecutive Director, David Lee 
will be the guest speaker on 
Oct. 11 at Cumberland Com-
munity Church. Stoney Run 
Church, Westernport, will 
host the Oct. 12 session. Gary 
Morris, pastor of Stoney Run 
Church, will be the guest 
speaker.

Youth in Western Associ-
ation recently received about 
50 postcards from teenage 
Baptists in the Ukraine. Tom 
and June Nolan, missionaries 
to the Ukraine, were Western’s 
missionaries-in-residence dur-
ing the association’s 56th an-
nual youth camp in July.

As part of missions educa-
tion that week, the 140 WBA 
4th-12th graders attending 
made decorated cards for 
Ukrainian teenagers. The 
Nolans, two weeks later, took 
the cards with them to the 
Ukraine. The Ukrainian youth 
then sent reply cards to the 
WBA campers. Some of the 
handwritten notes were in 
English; most were in Russian.
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Disaster Relief Update:

Hurricane Charley: 
Two teams of trained 
disaster relief vol-
unteers operated a 
kitchen near Orlando 
to support 100-150 
Southern Baptist 
chainsaw/recovery 
volunteers serving in 
the area. 

Hurricane Frances: 
A team of trained vol-
unteers specializing 
in chainsaw work re-
moved fallen trees in 
the Cocoa, Fla., area.

Hurricane Ivan: 
A team of trained 
volunteers responded 
to tornados in the 
Brunswick, Md., 
area at the request of 
the local American 
Red Cross. Other 
volunteers may be 
mobilized to respond 
to fl ooding in Cecil 
County and other 
areas.

Also, go to www. 

yourbcmd.org/dr for 
information related 
to donations and how 
regular church volun-
teers can contact the 
Florida Baptist Con-
vention to do “mission 
trip” type work: sort-
ing donations, clerical 
work, cleaning yards, 
etc. This work may go 
on for months. After 
the initial cleanup 
work is done, then re-
building teams (regu-
lar church mission 
teams who know how 
to do construction) 
will be needed.

Disaster relief train-
ing is scheduled for 
Oct. 2 at Middle River 
Church, Baltimore 
and Nov. 20 at Glen 
Burnie Church. For 
more information or 
to register for train-
ing, call (410) 290-
5290 ext. 232 or (800) 
466-5290 ext. 232.
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By Rob Steinbach

I often tell my people, “Every 
reality that you now see 
was once a dream.” Our 

service, our ministries and the 
people we have seen come to 
Christ: it was all once a dream 
that was seized by faith and 
brought before the King. 

Faith is the key to the 
movement of God. Faith does 
not make God move; it simply 
opens the door to God’s move-
ment. Everything that we have 
achieved as a new church we 
have done by faith. When peo-
ple fi nd out I am living in the 
city and raising my family in a 
poor neighborhood, they often 
ask me how I deal with the 
violence, the poverty, the racial 
issues and the schools.

However, none of these 
things are my biggest problem. 
The biggest challenge to see-
ing Freedom Church become a 
healthy church-planting body 
is me. Can I continue to have 
faith and believe that God will 
bring about something not yet 
in existence? 

Two years ago my wife 
and two children (now three) 
moved into Pigtown, a neigh-
borhood in the southwest 
region of Baltimore City. We 
didn’t know anyone in our 
community, so we began 
building friendships with 
neighbors. Within a month we 
started our fi rst Bible study in 
our basement. After a month or 
two, this died down. We start-

ed up again in January of 2003 
and were able to see a sub-
stantial core group forming. 
But like the earlier group this 
also died down. We continued 
starting different Bible stud-
ies and like the fi rst two they 
never “stuck.” Still, throughout 
this time the word was getting 
out about who we were. 

In the summer of 2003, 
relying almost entirely on the 
people who lived in our com-
munity, we painted a mural 
on the side of our 3-story row 
house. I had never even paint-
ed a room, but in 10 days and 
with about 20 volunteers we 
did it. God led me to depend 
primarily on our community 
for help. 

I remember when it came 
time to take the scaffolding 
down I was nervous. I had 
personally asked about 10 men 
to come help but wondered 
if they would. The truck was 
coming so we had to get it 
down. A few guys showed up, 
but it wasn’t enough. I went 
across the street to ask my 
neighbor and then I asked a 
couple more guys who were 
just walking by. Soon there 
were enough. 

Working together as a 
team, we broke down four 
levels of scaffolding. Guys who 
didn’t even know each other 
were laughing and having a 
great time. 

As we did it, a group of 
women began gathering across 
the street just watching us. 

They were drawn to seeing all 
these men working together 
and doing something positive. 

In September of 2003, we 
started our public worship 
service and have been meeting 
weekly ever since. Our mission 
is to provide a safe place for 
people to meet God and each 
other. We are targeting those 
within the “hip hop” culture 
and those outside of the tra-
ditional church culture in our 
community and city. When 
you come into the coffee shop 
that we rent, you will hear gos-
pel and hip-hop music pump-
ing from the speakers. I dress 
in jeans and a t-shirt and there 
is always coffee and Krispy 
Kreme donuts (thanks to 
Riverside Church, our parent 
church) to munch on. During 
our service we have had em-
cees, singers, poets and even 
a blues singer share their gifts 
with our community of faith. 

We are also serious about 
teaching the Bible in a clear 
way and making applications 
to life in Baltimore. One wom-
an in her fi fties recently said, “I 
love coming here. I don’t have 
to worry about people looking 
at my clothes. Ya’ll just preach 
the word and that’s it.” 

Several of our teenagers 
have said they like our service 
because they can be them-
selves and understand the 
messages. 

Our vision continues to 
grow. God opened a door for 
us to purchase a building 

in our community this past 
spring. We had four weeks to 
see God provide $20,000. Our 
own church gave to this effort 
before I asked others. Two days 
before settlement it was all in 
the bank! Our church was tru-
ly blown away by seeing God 
provide! They still talk about it 
and are excited about how we 
can use the building to take 
our ministry to a new level. 

Now we have to trust 
God for the funds and help to 
renovate it. We plan on using 
it for our meeting space (until 
we out grow it), a weight room 
for young men, a childcare 
room for moms, offi ces for the 
church and a recording studio. 
The rest of the space will be 
‘hang out’ space for youth and 
families to build community. 

In two years we have seen 
God take a vision and make 
it a reality. We have seen God 
bring a couple who were living 
together to marriage, a young 
man get saved and stop deal-
ing drugs, teenagers begin to 
follow Christ and we have seen 
God bring together a group 
of people to form Freedom 
Church. We are just beginning, 
but know God will continue to 
grow us as we walk with Him 
each day. 

Rob Steinbach is the church 
planting pastor of Freedom 

Church in the Pigtown area of 
Baltimore. Rob can be reached at 

(443) 610-3481 or by email at 
joyindacity@yahoo.com.

A dream becomes reality in Pigtown community

By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. — “Our 
nation celebrates the fi fth an-
niversary of same-sex mar-
riage legalization. Polygamy 
and incestuous marriage soon 
to fol-
low…”

Have 
you read 
these 
headlines? 
Members 
of the 
Christian 
Life and 
Public Af-
fairs Com-
mittee 
(CLPA) of 
the Baptist 
Conven-
tion of 
Maryland/
Delaware are concerned, that 
unless something is done, 
these headlines may actually 
come true.

With that in mind, they 
are urging Christians through-
out Maryland and Delaware 
to fast and pray on Oct. 31, 
2004, the Sunday before the 
national election.

Among other issues, the 
committee is calling Southern 
Baptists to pray in regard to 
the same sex marriages, that 
recent legislation will be de-
feated, said Daniel R. Mohler, 
chair of the CLPA committee 
and associate pastor of First 
Church, Northeast, Md.

“What’s happening in 
Maryland is getting the atten-
tion of the rest of the nation,” 
agreed committee member, 

Doyne Cantrell, pastor of First 
Church, Damascus, Md.  “It 
is an issue that will not go 
away unless [Christians] take 
a stand.”

Both pastors point to an 
American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU) lawsuit that was fi led 

in July 
on behalf 
of nine 
same-sex 
couples 
and a 
recently 
widowed 
man 
seeking 
the right 
to marry 
in Mary-
land. 
That case, 
Deane 
and 
Polyak 

v. Conaway, asks the Mary-
land courts to determine the 
constitutionality of denying 
marriage licenses to same-sex 
couples.

The lawsuit declares that 
the failure of the Maryland 
statutory code to permit 
same-sex couples to marry 
constitutes unjustifi ed dis-
crimination based on sexual 
orientation and therefore con-
stitutes a violation of Article 24 
of the Maryland Declaration of 
Rights. 

Presently, nine states are 
being sued by those seeking to 
legalize same-sex marriage.

According to the ACLU 
website, if the Maryland courts 
agree with the ACLU, all same-
sex couples otherwise eligible 
to marry in Maryland will be 

able to do so. A victory would 
also ensure that the state rec-
ognizes the marriages of same-
sex couples that have entered 
into valid marriages in other 
states and countries and could 
open the door for other states 
to follow suit.

In reaction to the court 
rulings, a rally called “May-
day for Marriage” will take 
place in Washington, D.C., on 
Friday, Oct. 15, from noon to 
3 p.m. Led by Seattle pastor, 
Ken Hutcherson, who has a vi-
sion for one million Christians 
marching on the National Mall 
in Washington, D.C., in sup-
port of the traditional defi ni-
tion of marriage, the rally will 
feature pro-family leaders 
James Dobson, Tony Perkins, 
Chuck Colson and Richard 
Land.

Likewise, “we are sound-
ing the alarm for prayer among 
Southern Baptists,” said Mel 
Pride, BCM/D director of stra-
tegic planning and consultant 
for leadership development, 
who oversees the CLPA com-
mittee.

“We are heavily burdened 
over all the issues that are 
facing our two states and our 
nation, which is under attack 
from all sides,” he added. 

“We must stand together to 
retain and regain biblical mo-
rality throughout our nation.”

In light of Ephesians 6:13, 
which says… “Therefore take 
up the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to withstand in 
the evil day, and having done all, 
to stand”  (NKJV), leaders ask, 
“Have we done all and have 
we stood as we should for God 
and His Word?” 

Invited guest, Carol 
Pinto, a member of Concerned 
Women for America, based 
in Washington, D.C., asks the 
same question. 

“We the people sure have 
given up our sovereignty, 
haven’t we?” she remarked. A 
member of Streetlite Christian 
Fellowship, Baltimore, Pinto 
has devoted over 30 years of 
her life in representing Chris-
tian values before national 
lawmakers. 

But too many Christians 
are silent on these issues, she 
lamented.

Maryland Delegate Don 
Dwyer, who also attended 
the CLPA meeting at Pinto’s 
request, agreed, “The church 
has got to wake up! [The same 
sex marriage issue] is on a 
fast tract. It’s going to happen 
overnight. That’s why I’m in 
such a panic to raise up an 
army.”

In addition to same-sex 
marriage issues, the CLPA 
committee challenged South-
ern Baptists to pray against 
gambling and the attack on 
God (as evidenced in attempts 
to remove God from public 
life).

The committee also seeks 
prayer for spiritual revival/
renewal in churches across the 
multi-state convention. To help 
sound the call, pastors can ex-
pect to receive mailings from 
the committee with inserts 
that are ready to be duplicated 
and placed in church bulle-
tins. This insert states the Call 
to Prayer, outlines the above 
prayer requests, and gives 
contact information regarding 
elected offi cials.

CLPA calls for prayer as attack on America gains strength

Specifi c prayer 
requests from 

the CLPA 
committee

1) That God would give 

our leaders wisdom and 

discernment as they 

govern (Psalm 72:1; 

Proverbs 21:1). 

2) For policies that re-

spect human life, the 

sacredness of marriage, 

the right to religious 

freedom, and that com-

passionately care for the 

needy and responsibly 

care for the environment 

(Proverbs 29:2).

3) That Americans of 

faith will vote their 

values instead of their 

political party or pocket-

book (2 Chronicles 19:2).

4) That God’s people 

would feel the need to 

engage the culture and 

be involved in govern-

ment just as Jesus 

taught (Matt. 5:13-16).

Maryland Delegate Don Dwyer (right) 

discusses legal issues regarding churches 

and politics with Mel Pride.

Rob Steinbach

Pastor of Freedom 

Church

78-22%: 
Louisiana passes 
constitutional 
marriage 
amendment

BATON ROUGE, 
La. (BP) — Exceed-
ing even the hopes 
of some supporters, 
Louisiana voters over-
whelmingly approved 
a state constitutional 
marriage amendment 
Sept. 18 by a margin 
of 78-22 percent.

Go to:
www.yourbcmd.org/

LAamend, for the 
complete article.
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Administrative Committee 
Report

The board approved four 
recommendations submitted 
by the administrative commit-
tee. They are:

1) To name the Skycroft rec-
reation center the “Larry Nel-
son Recreation Center.”

2) To approve proposed 
changes to the BCM/D Em-
ployee Policies and Guidelines. 
The board voted to give 20-
year employees $25,000 when 
they retire as opposed to pay-
ing for continued supplemental 
insurance. John Faris explained 
that this will save the conven-
tion money overall and give 
employees more fl exibility.

3) To approve the proposed 
2005 BCM/D and Skycroft 
budgets and refer them to mes-
sengers attending the annual 
meeting in November.

4) To approve the proposed 
BCM/D recommendations and 
refer them to messengers at the 
annual meeting. Proposed An-
nual Recommendations are:

• That each church be en-
couraged to promote our world 
wide ministry through the 
Cooperative Program by ob-
serving Cooperative Program 
Day in April and Cooperative 
Program Month in October.

• That each church be chal-
lenged to adopt a budget in 
which a specifi c percentage of 
the total budget be given to the 
Cooperative Program and to 
the local association and that 
this percentage be increased 
annually. Churches are encour-
aged to begin with an alloca-
tion of at least ten percent of 
their total budget for the Co-
operative Program and at least 
fi ve percent to the association.

• That we approve the fol-
lowing special seasons of 
prayer and offerings: Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering for 
International Missions, Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering 
for North American Missions, 
Mother’s Day Offering for 

Baptist Family and Children’s 
Services and the Offering for 
Maryland/Delaware Missions.

• That our churches be 
encouraged to support the 
Legacy of Faith campaign to 
provide funds for new church 
starts. These funds ensure the 
future of the church planting 
movement in our convention.

• That our churches be chal-
lenged to send BaptistLIFE to 
every member of their church. 
This free subscription is the 
best source of information, 
inspiration and encourage-
ment concerning our coop-
erative mission as Maryland/
Delaware Baptists.

Strategy Team Reports
David Jackson, report-

ing for the Church Planting 
Team, said the team is mov-
ing from Acts 15 to Acts 16 
– from the struggles to the 
Macedonian call. Jackson said 
now that they have the vision 
they’re looking for the ways. 

Jackson said ten new 
churches were started since 
May, bringing the year’s total 
to 25 with six in the works. 
Nine associations planted at 
least one church this year. 

The team is working to 
improve communications. 
Churches can now go online 
and download the church 
planting prayer list for bulletin 
inserts. 

Jackson introduced Alan-
na Davis who will be assisting 
him. Davis has a background 
in media, publicity and net-
working and she will use her 
skills to help new churches 
reach out to their communi-
ties.

Mel Pride reported for the 
Leadership Development and 
Support Team. Pride said the 
team now has 34 equipped 
transitional pastors available 
to work with churches during 
the absence of a pastor. 

Pride said the team is con-
tinuing to work towards sup-
porting ministers, ministers’ 
wives and families. Forty-sev-
en families registered for the 
fi rst ministers’ family retreat, 
Sept. 17 to 19. 

The team is also working to 
complete plans for the QUEST 
program, designed to provide 
leadership training and mis-
sions opportunities for high 
school juniors.

Thom Thornton reported 
for the Missions Involvement 
Team. Thornton referenced 
the Wilmington Games, which 
the Delaware Association or-
ganized. Thornton said the 
Delaware Recreation Depart-
ment was so pleased, they’ve 
asked the association to host 
the games again next year, 
providing another “open door” 
opportunity.

Thornton said disaster 
relief volunteers have been in 
Florida for 26 continual days, as 
of Sept. 9, ministering to 9,240 
families throughout recent 
hurricanes for relief and re-
covery efforts. BCM/D is now 
positioned to channel money to 
Florida hurricane victims. 

John Faris reported for the 
Resource Development Team. 
Faris lauded the efforts of 
Conrad Burch, hired as a con-
tract person to help promote 
planned giving through Chris-
tian estate planning seminars. 
Faris said, since Jan. 1, Burch 
has generated 30 new estate 
plans each leaving at least 10% 
to Baptist causes potentially 
providing one million dollars 
in future gifts.

The Convention and Bap-
tist Foundation have partnered 
to develop new planned giving 
efforts. 

Faris said Tom Stolle has 
been hired as comptroller for 
BCM/D and will begin on Sept. 
15. Faris will concentrate more 
on development and planned 
giving, setting up endowment 
funds, developing promotional 
materials and meeting with po-
tential donors.

Other Business, Agency and
Committee Reports

John Faris said 2004 is the 
150th year anniversary of the 
founding of the Baptist Church 
Extension Society, which is an 
antecedent of the current Foun-
dation. 

Robert Gerstmyer, execu-
tive director of Baptist Family 
and Children’s Services, said 

the agency will move into its 
new building in Hampton in 
August of next year. This year’s 
annual banquet is scheduled 
for Oct. 29 to benefi t BFCS. 

Gerstmyer said BFCS is 
continuing to partner with 
county and city churches to 
minister to Baltimore families. 
Churches worked together to 
provide book bags and school 
supplies in September and 
they’ll soon be giving away 
Christmas presents. 

Dan Mohler reported for 
the Christian Life and Public 
Affairs Committee. Mohler 
encouraged churches to sup-
port the protection of marriage. 
Mohler also urged members to 
pray for revival.

Tim Simpson, giving his 
last GMB remarks as president, 
told of watching a television 
newsman, Ted Coppell, read 
the names of soldiers killed in 
Iraq. “In a powerful way, the 
names and faces seemed very 
close and the numbers more 
personal,” Simpson said. 

Simpson said our mission 
is to go, to make disciples, bap-
tizing and teaching. We need to 
stay on mission, not be afraid 
and if necessary give our lives 
for the mission we’re called to.

“These next couple of 
months are pregnant with po-
tential,” Simpson said. 

“We must stay at our post, 
fulfi ll our duty and be faith-
ful to what the Lord called us 
to do. That’s what I signed up 
for and I believe it’s what you 
signed up for.”

GMB sees open doors BCM/D annual meeting
continued from page one

Tim Simpson (left) is recognized for his service as BCM/D 

President by Executive Director David Lee.



By Shannon Baker

DOVER, Del. — Final preparations are being 
made for this year’s annual BCM/D meeting and, 
true to its tradition, it promises to provide attendees 
with an outstanding experience. Prominent speakers 
include International Mission Board worker, Carrie 
McDonnall, the lone survivor of an attack in Iraq that 
left four others dead, and SBC Executive Committee 
president and CEO, Morris Chapman. 

This year’s meeting, to be held in Dover, Del., 
on Nov. 15-16 at the Sheraton Conference Center, 
will focus on “A Great Open Door: Answering God’s 
Call,” based on Acts 14:27.

McDonnall will present the IMB report on 
Tuesday afternoon. She will also be the featured 
speaker at this year’s Ministers’ Wives brunch, to be 
held on Monday before the annual meeting begins.

This past March, McDonnall, her husband David 
and four other Baptist humanitarian workers were 
attacked with automatic rifles and rocket-propelled 
grenades fired by unknown assailants in Mosul, 

Iraq. David died the next day as military medical 
workers rushed him to a hospital in Baghdad, 
and the three other workers — Larry Elliott, his 
wife Jean, and Karen Watson — were killed in the 
attack. Carrie was severely wounded by bullets and 
shrapnel in the attack.

 “You go into a place that is so dark and a place 
that just does not have hope and you go and you 
offer hope and you offer it because you have the love 
of Christ in you,” she said, as told by Baptist Press.

Also on Tuesday, Morris Chapman, president 
and CEO of the Southern Baptist Convention’s 
executive committee, will share the report from 
the Executive Committee along with an afternoon 
message. 

Chapman will report on the progress of 
Empowering Kingdom Growth, a visionary 
emphasis to encourage Southern Baptists to be 
Kingdom persons, live Kingdom lives and lead their 
churches to be Kingdom churches; the status of 
Cooperative Program gifts for the 2003-2004 fiscal 
year; the importance of participation by grassroots 

Southern Baptists in the Convention; and the
surge of lostness in the United States and aro
world, highlighting the need for Southern Ba
to become more committed to obeying the Gr
Commission, especially in daily personal wit

James Futral, executive director-treasurer
Mississippi Baptist Convention, will share a m
on “A Great Open Door in Mississippi.” A for
pastor in SBC churches for 35 years, most rece
at Broadmoor Church in Jackson, Miss., Futra
share his message on Monday afternoon.

Also during the convention, Peter William
share “A Great Open Door in Scotland;” And
Flagg will share “A Great Open Door in Mexi
and Brian Collins will share “A Great Open D
in the Middle East.” Executive director, David
and out-going BCM/D president, Tim Simpso
address the convention on Monday evening.

This year’s annual sermon, entitled “Levi
Images of Baptism,” will be presented by Way
Kempson, pastor of First Church, Waldorf, M
Tuesday afternoon.

Carrie McDonnall, Morris Chapman headline annual BCM/D meeting
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Sunday, November 14
Pre-convention Worship Celebration
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Speaker:  Jorge Fonseca 
Music:  First Korean Church, Dover, Del.
Web: www.yourbcmd.org/04precon

Monday, November 15
Ministers Conference
Time: 8:45 a.m.-Noon 
Speaker: Bruce McCracken, dean of academics at Lancaster Bible College 
and director of House on the Rock Family Ministries (www.hotrfm.org) 
Web: www.yourbcmd.org/minconf

Ministers Wives Brunch
Time: 9:30 a.m.
Speaker: Carrie McDonnall, the sole survivor of March 2004 attack on 
Southern Baptist workers in Iraq
Cost: free
Registration: RSVP (800) 466-5290 ext. 261
Web: www.yourbcmd.org/wivesbrunch

African American Fellowship Luncheon
Time: Noon
Cost: $16 
Registration: RSVP (800) 466-5290, ext. 218
Web: www.yourbcmd.org/aaluncheon

Tuesday, November 16
The Good Samaritan Network 
and Your Church
Time: 7:15 a.m.-8:30 a.m.
Sponsored by:  BFCS and the staff of its Good Samaritan Network (GSN)
Cost:  free
Contact:  Colleen Dougherty, director of the Good Samaritan Network, 
(410) 872-1050, ext. 118, cdougherty@baptistfamily.org
Web: www.yourbcmd.org/gsnbfast

Mid-Atlantic Fellowship of Christian 
Educators Breakfast
Time:  7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.
For pastoral staff (other than senior pastor) who focus on educational, 
disciple-making and small groups to network.
Cost:  free
Contact:  RSVP (800) 466-5290, ext. 218
Web: www.yourbcmd.org/mafcebfast

Youth Performing Arts Camp 2005
Briefi ng and Feedback Session for Church Staff 
Sponsored by:  Thom Thornton and Bob Simpson
Time: 12:15 p.m.-1:15 p.m.
Cost: free
Contact: Cindy Harper to RSVP (800) 466-5290, ext. 0

Secretarial Staff of MD/DE Luncheon
Cost:  $5
Registration: RSVP (800) 466-5290, ext. 232
Web: www.yourbcmd.org/ssmdlunch

Seminary Luncheons
Time:   Noon
Southwestern- RSVP Rev. Bill Brazell, (410) 647-5333
New Orleans- For reservations: send a check for $12 per person to 
Don Satterwhite, 610 Middle River Rd. Baltimore, MD 21220. For more 
information: (410) 686-8810, pastor@middleriver.org 
Southeastern- $10, RSVP Lyn O’Berry, (410) 766-0204 
Web: www.yourbcmd.org/semlunches

(above information is based upon details available at press time)

The Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware
2004 Annual Meeting • November 15-16, Dover, DE  
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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

     HOCKESSIN, Del —
Hockessin Church member 
Anthony Graffanino plays sec-
ond base for the Kansas City 
Royals. As a boy in East Islip 
on Long Island, Graffanino 
played ball with his father and 
enjoyed watching profes-
sional baseball on televi-
sion, dreaming that one 
day he’d be there. Then 
the Atlanta Braves drafted 
the teenaged Graffanino. 
When he was called from 
the minors to the majors 
in 1996, he knew he’d 
made it.

“I felt the whole 
dream was fi nally coming 
true. I was becoming the 
person I always hoped 
I would be. But I had a 
feeling of emptiness that 
didn’t make sense to me. I 
felt dissatisfi ed and disap-
pointed,” Graffanino said.

While on the road, he 
went to chapel services. 
He explained that non-
denominational services 
are available each week in 
major and minor league 
baseball.

“I went more for luck 
or superstition than any-
thing else,” he said. 

But some things said along 
the way stuck. 

“The Holy Spirit was do-
ing a work in my life, nudging 
at my heart. I started reading 
my Bible, searching for an-
swers – trying to fi nd what I 
was looking for.”

When Graffanino was sent 
back down to AAA in Rich-
mond, Va., he met Coach Glen 
Hubbard who spiritually nur-
tured the young ball player. 

“Glen told me to go 
through Matthew. I would 

read a few chapters and we’d 
talk about it.”

On June 23, 1996, at a cha-
pel service in Columbus, Ohio, 
Graffanino listened as preacher 
Don Burgen told the congrega-
tion that although he had pre-
pared a specifi c sermon, God 
was leading him in a different 
direction that night. 

“He talked about what I 
was studying in Matthew. It 
seemed like he was talking to 
me.”

Graffanino said lights went 
on as understanding began to 
fl ood his soul.

“During the invitation, I 
prayed asking God into my 
life as my personal Savior and 
that’s it. My life hasn’t been the 
same since.”

He said he was over-
whelmed with the revelation 
that in God’s whole big plan he 
reached out to call Tony Graf-
fanino to Himself. 

A year after Graffanino’s 
conversion he and his wife 
Nicole had their fi rst child, An-
thony, Jr. Two years later Nicole 
was born again.

He and Nicole attended 
mass regularly but found 
themselves bored and still 
searching for answers. 

In 1999 the Atlanta Braves 
released Graffanino at the 
end of spring training. He 
then signed a minor league 
contract with the Tampa Bay 
Devil Rays and played for 
their AAA team, the Dur-
ham Bulls, in Durham, N.C. 
While there, the baseball 
chaplain invited the young 
couple to his church. 

“It was the fi rst time we 
had gone to a Baptist church. 
We liked what we heard and 
went regularly that sum-
mer.” 

The couple’s second 
child, Nicolas, was born Dec. 
1, 1999. In the spring of 2002, 
after prayerful consideration, 
they decided to move their 
growing young family to 
Nicole’s home state of Dela-
ware so she could be close to 
her family and friends when 
Graffanino traveled.

Nicole visited Hockessin 
Church, just a short distance 
from the Graffanino home. 

The couple immediately liked 
the warmth of the church fam-
ily and the close personal com-
munity feel.

That same year during 
the fi rst of a two-year contract 
with the Chicago White Sox, 
Graffanino severely injured 
his knee, causing some to 
question whether he’d ever be 
able to play again, but he did. 
Graffanino said God gave him 
tremendous peace during that 
time. 

During rehabilitation, 
Graffanino shared his testi-

mony with anyone who would 
listen. “Looking back now I see 
how these things, if looked at 
things from the right perspec-
tive, are defi nitely from the 
Lord.”

When his contract was up 
with the Chicago White Sox, 
Graffanino had several lucra-
tive offers. He sought God’s 
will and chose the Kansas City 
Royals. 

“I asked Him to make 
it clear in some way and He 
chose to do it with the better 
contract. I was defi nitely lean-
ing to Kansas City because of 
the number of Christians on 
the team, but I didn’t know if it 
was me, or God.“

Graffanino said he isn’t 
a “soap box preacher,” but he 
takes a stand.

“My teammates know I 
am not perfect, but they also 
know that I am trying to be 
like Christ so they watch their 
language around me and I take 
that as a sign of respect for me 
and for Jesus. 

“Some athletes view Chris-
tians as being soft so if you 
play the game hard and play it 
the right way you earn their re-
spect and can change the way 
they look at Christian athletes 
so that they might possibly be 
open to hearing about it.” 

During the off season, he 
and Nicole lead a Bible study 
in their home for friends and 
family. This will be the third 
winter they have hosted the 
study. 

“We have such a great 
group of friends and family. 
We’re averaging 15 to 20 every 
Saturday night.”

As of this writing, Graf-
fanino is on the injured list 
once again due to a knee inju-
ry. He said it has been a tough 
year because of the injuries, 
but he’s trusting God.

Delaware Kansas City Royal steps up to the plate 

The president also has 15 
unscheduled stops, where he 
will look for a Baptist church 
to visit unannounced. “If the 
pastor is there, I will join him 
at the altar to pray for his 
church,” he said. “If no one 
is there, I will pray over the 
building and leave a note of en-
couragement.” 

Thus far, in his random 
run across the country, the 
president has discovered three 
things that he al-
ways believed to be 
true.

First, he dis-
covered that pas-
tors are ready to do 
something. “Pas-
tors have the same 
heart and voice, but 
they don’t know 
how to come to-
gether. It is like an 
army going uphill 
to the peak, but 
there is no one tell-
ing them when to 
go,” he observed.

Secondly, 
pastors fi nd the 
“one size fi ts all” evangelism 
approach very appealing, es-
pecially when the suggested 
effort doesn’t dictate what to 
do, but gives opportunity for a 
personalized delivery. 

In his campaign, Welch 
stresses a simple six-point chal-
lenge that encourages Southern 
Baptists “to try their best to” 
train and equip, witness and 
win, baptize, learn and apply 
stewardship, be personally in-
volved in Vacation Bible School 
and start new units (classes 
and/or churches).

Welch explained that the 
“Everyone Can Kingdom Chal-
lenge” unifi es Southern Bap-

tists around Christ, God’s Word 
and evangelism while allowing 
each Christian and church to 
use their own uniqueness, di-
versity, timetable and methods 
to carry out the challenge.

Finally, Welch noted that 
it doesn’t matter what state he 
is in, when he gets out on the 
street, everything is the same. 
“People don’t shoot you or 
throw rocks at you when you 
try to share the Gospel with 
them,” he said. “What hap-
pens to me today is the same 
as what happens to me in Day-
tona Beach.”

Welch says he is earnest 
about winning souls because 

of his own life’s 
experiences. He 
didn’t grow up in 
a Christian home. 
Of the ten friends 
he hung out with 
as a teenager, nine 
are now dead or 
are in prison. 

Yet, when he 
witnessed the 
steadfast com-
mitment of the 
woman he later 
married, he knew 
that she had 
something that 
he didn’t have. “I 
didn’t know the 

right questions to ask, but I 
understood that I needed to 
change,” he recalled.

Later, while serving in 
Vietnam, Welch was shot 
point-blank, resulting in a 

baseball-size hole in his chest. 
Presuming him to be dead, 
rescuers piled his body on top 
of three other dead bodies. 
As he struggled to survive, he 
whispered a prayer of recom-
mitment to Christ. He also 
sensed an urgency, which is an 
earmark of his ministry today.

He thinks through the 
awesome task before him. With 
16 million members in 43,000 
churches, how does touching 
only 52 churches make a dif-
ference? 

“I hope it makes a differ-
ence to each one I visit,” the 
president offered, “but also in 
me.”

He added, “At the [nation-
al] convention, I would like to 
speak on behalf of ‘the conven-
tion’ and not as ‘the president 
of the convention.’ May their 
words swell up within me 
when I speak.”

He stopped to refl ect. “This 
whole offering (the bus tour, 
the evangelism campaign) re-
ally is just a pitiful offering 
when you look at the job that 
needs to be done. It’s almost 
heartbreaking to think that 
this is all we are bringing to 
the forefront…”

He pressed, “All I can do 
is pray, ‘Lord, touch this effort. 
It’s the best that I can bring.’”

Bus tour reveals SBC servant leader heartbeat

SBC President Bobby Welch (left) chats with Gene John-

son, pastor of Bethany Church, Wilmington, Del., aboard 

the tour bus that’s taking the Southern Baptist leader on a 

campaign to promote evangelism nationwide. 

continued from page one

BEGIN A RELATIONSHIP 

WITH GOD

GOD’S INITIATIVE:

God sent his son, Jesus, to die 
on the cross, paying the penalty 
for your sins, and promised 
“everyone who believes in Him 
will not perish but have eternal 
life.” John 3:16

OUR RESPONSE:

ADMIT…that you need to be 
rightly related to God. Under-
stand that you are sinner. Pride 
keeps us from doing some of 
the most important things in 
life.  Without God’s interven-
tion, your sin will ultimately 
lead to death and eternal 
separation from God. “No one 
is good –- not even one. No one 
has real understanding; no one 
is seeking God.”  Romans 3:10
“For all have sinned; all fall 
short of God’s glorious stan-
dard.” Romans 3:23

REPENT…from your sin and 
turn to God accepting by faith 
His gift of salvation. “Now 
turn from your sins and turn to 
God, so you can be cleansed of 
your sins.”  Acts 3:19 “For the 
wages of sin is death, but the 
free gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Romans 6:23 

BELIEVE…that God’s son, Je-
sus Christ, makes it possible for 
you to have a relationship with 
God. “For God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to 
himself…” 2 Corinthians 5:19
“This is real love. It is not 
that we loved God, but that 
He loved us and sent His son 
as a sacrifi ce to take away our 
sins.”  1 John 4:10

CONFESS…your sin to God.  
If you want to make this choice 
now, you can express that de-
sire to God in a prayer similar 
to this one: “Dear God, I know 
I am a sinner. I believe Jesus 
shed his blood, died and rose 
again to take the punishment 
for my sin. I accept your offer 
of forgiveness and eternal life.  
I thank you for what you have 
done for me, and I give you my 
life from this day forward.”

EXPRESS…your faith publi-
cally. Share it with a Christian 
friend or a pastor.  You will 
want to become involved in 
a local church where you can 
grow in your knowledge of 
Christ.  If you choose a Baptist 
church, you will be encouraged 
to be baptized as a public 
expression of your faith.
“If you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you 
will be saved.  Anyone who 
believes in Him will not be dis-
appointed.” Romans 10:9; 11

DEDICATE…yourself as a 
fully devoted follower of Jesus 
Christ.  Receiving God’s gift of 
forgiveness through Christ will 
set your life in an opposite di-
rection of the one you’ve been 
going. Now you are following 
God. “Jesus said to all of them, 
‘If people want to follow me, 
they must give up the things 
they want. They must be will-
ing to give up their lives daily 
to follow me.’” Luke 9:23 

Scripture from the 
New Living Translation
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By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

OWINGS MILLS, Md. — 
With expansive zoom lenses, 
microphones on football play-
ers and gigantic jumbotron 
video screens, football fans 
have the awesome opportunity 
to experience an NFL game 
like never before.

But it’s what spectators 
don’t see that concerns Roder-
ick Hairston, chaplain for the 
Baltimore Ravens and member 
of Colonial Church in Randall-
stown, Md.

Though most known for 
its constant battle between op-
posing teams, the gridiron is 
the arena for one of the fi ercest 
spiritual battles, he says.

With the potent combina-
tion of notoriety, exorbitant 
salaries and the exhilaration of 
the competition, football play-
ers are constantly faced with 
temptations on and off the 
football fi eld. In fact, it is not 
uncommon for football players 
to face the same temptations 
that Jesus faced, shares Hair-
ston, now in his sixth season 
with the Ravens.

 “There’s a certain system 
devised by the evil one – Satan 
– that is attractive and suited 
uniquely to the NFL,” he ex-
plains, pointing to the constant 
temptation to appease fl eshly 
appetites or to have the “king-
dom of the world” focus. 

Even as players get 
pumped up egos and pride, 
their families often face de-
struction on the sidelines. 

“Eighty-three percent of 
marriages in the NFL end in 
divorce within three years of 
the player’s retirement,” he 
cites, explaining the excessive 

stress players face when they 
move out of the limelight, are 
faced with debilitating injuries 
or have diffi culty adjusting to 
normal lifestyles.

For ongoing players, the 
football franchise is a diffi cult 
environment in which to grow 
spiritually, he says.

Even so, about 25 percent 
of team members are Chris-
tians, says Hairston, explain-
ing that all are at different 
places of maturity. 

“Of the 25 guys in the lock-
er room who profess Christ, 
there are about 10-12 who are 
really serious about growing 
spiritually.”

Prominent Christian play-
ers on the Ravens team include 
guard Bennie Anderson, de-
fensive end Marques Douglas, 
linebacker Ray Lewis and safe-
ties Ed Reed, Will Demps and 
Gerome Sapp. 

Former Dallas Cowboy, 
Deion Sanders, now a member 
of the Ravens organization, is 
also an outspoken Christian.

“I am expecting Deion to 
bring a great infl uence on the 
team,” Hairston says.

Of the rest of the team, he 
celebrates, “I have seen a lot of 
change over the years since I 
have been sharing Christ and 
building relationships with the 
guys. It is exciting to see mar-
riages strengthened and men 
developing plans of action for 
leading their families spiritu-
ally.”

He adds, “As a minister, I 
have to be diligent and patient 
because so much of the growth 
that takes place takes time.”

Hairston’s primary game 
plan for winning the spiritual 
battle is his availability within 
the organization. As chaplain, 

he travels with the team, strolls 
along each game’s sidelines, 
hangs out in the players’ 
lounge and remains visible at 
the team’s practice facility in 
Owings 
Mills.

“I 
try to be 
sensitive 
to God’s 
Spirit 
about 
how to 
approach 
players 
about 
spiritual 
things.” 
says Hair-
ston, who 
also leads 
weekly Bi-
ble stud-
ies and 
chapel 
services 
and spends a great deal of time 
in prayer over the team.

At the direction of Head 
Coach Brian Billick, the team 
has only one chaplain, “one 
messenger and one message.”

Billick is very open to the 
Christian faith and knows that 
the Christian infl uence is good 
for the team, Hairston shares. 
The coach sees the chaplaincy 
as a resource that the team 
needs, in the same way that 
players need access to medical 
attention.

The payoff has been great. 
Players are better and more 
consistent when Christ is evi-
dent in their lives and when 
“football is a career and not 
their lives,” says Hairston.

He recounts a conversation 
he had with Jeff Friday, head 
strengthening and condition-

ing coach, who asked Hairston 
about the spiritual condition 
of the team the year they won 
Superbowl XXXV.

“There was a great ca-
maraderie 
among team 
members,” 
Hairston 
remembers. 
“As a team, 
they over-
came many 
obstacles, and 
in large part, 
I believe they 
won because 
God knew that 
they would 
give Him the 
glory.”

Notwith-
standing, 
the ministry 
still has chal-
lenges.

“It’s easy 
to become discouraged and 
distracted because there are so 
many satanic darts thrown,” 
Hairston shares, pointing to 
how some aren’t sure of his 
motives. 

“It is not uncommon that 
people say untruths about the 
Christians here.”

Another challenge Hair-
ston faces is fund-raising for 
his position as a missionary for 
Athletes in Action, a ministry 
of Campus Crusade for Christ.

“People have the miscon-
ception that the Ravens or my 
local church pays my salary,” 
he said. “Some people question 
why I even need to have sup-
port for what I do.

“I do it because people 
need to know about God’s for-
giveness and the power He can 
give to broken lives.”

Baltimore Ravens Rev impacts players for Christ

By Jerry Pierce

DALLAS, Texas (BP) — 
Stephen Baldwin had just told 
a packed auditorium of stu-
dents in Dallas about his con-
version to Christ following the 
9/11 attacks.

In the hallway next to the 
stage, a purple-haired teen, 
probably 12 or 13 with tears 
fl owing, bent Baldwin’s ears 
for several minutes before the 
veteran actor whisked him 
downstairs to the hospital-
ity room to talk. After a 15-20 
minute conversation, Bald-
win gathered several others 
around and prayed with the 
student.

“Good luck, man,” the 
teen told Baldwin as he stood 
to leave. “I don’t need luck, 
bro,” Baldwin said grinning. 
“I’ve got Jesus.” 

That Baldwin has Jesus is 
curious to some.

He’s the youngest of the 
Baldwin acting clan – with 
older brothers Alec, Billy and 
Daniel – and a veteran of more 
than 60 movies, including 
“The Usual Suspects” and “8 
Seconds” and television shows 
“The Young Riders” (1989-92), 
“Celebrity Mole” and “Fear 
Factor.”

His conversion and his 
work in producing an “ex-

treme sports” DVD to reach 
kids in the skateboarding and 
stunt biking culture has been 
reported in places like USA 
Today, The New York Times, 
salon.com, Fox News Channel 
and CNN. Lately he’s been a 
regular at Christian rock fes-
tivals and similar evangelical 
events -- even advocating that 
Christians turn out for the No-
vember elections. 

Baldwin said he’s not con-
cerned with potential negative 
consequences of being a vocal 
Christian in the entertainment 
business.

“In my position, I just 
don’t think I’m supposed to 
keep my faith to myself,” Bald-
win told the Southern Baptist 
Texan over breakfast after ad-
dressing the Southern Baptists 
of Texas Convention’s Youth 
Evangelism Conference (YEC) 
at Criswell College.

“I’m just doing what the 
Lord’s telling me to do. You 
know, if the Lord’s not telling 
anybody else [in Hollywood] 
to [talk publicly about their 
faith], well, then God bless ’em. 
But I don’t think that’s the case. 
I think there are a lot of people 
who don’t put their faith before 
everything else, you know. 
And that’s a big problem. I’m 
just doing what the Lord’s call-
ing me to do. Period.”

Baldwin told the 2,000 YEC 
students and sponsors how 
he came to Christ through the 
witness of his wife, Kennya, 
a believer of 10 years, and the 
9/11 tragedy.

“‘If the impossible is now 
possible,’” he recalled think-
ing after the terrorist attacks, 
“‘anything’s possible. And if 
anything’s possible – my wife’s 
a born-again Christian, I’ve 
been reading the Bible and 
I’ve been praying to the Lord 
to like, tell me what this is all 
about – then Jesus could come 
back tomorrow.’ That’s what I 
thought. ‘Well, if Jesus could 
come back tomorrow, I’ve got a 
lot of work to do, because I ain’t 
the guy that I want to be when 
Jesus comes back.’” 

Baldwin said he made a 
covenant with God and was 
baptized at the evangelical 
church he and his wife attend 
in upstate New York. 

His appearance at the 
Youth Evangelism Conference 
included a plug for the DVD 
he co-produced with the Luis 
Palau Evangelistic Association 
aimed at the extreme or “core” 
sports culture of skateboard-
ing and BMX stunt biking, 
an $8 billion a year consumer 
segment with its own counter-
culture music and often hard-
edged lifestyle.

The “Livin’ It” DVD, which 
Baldwin directed and hosts, 
was released this spring, the 
brainchild of the actor and Pa-
lau’s son, Kevin; they conceived 
the idea last year after Baldwin 
attended a Palau organization 
event in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., 
featuring leading skateboard-
ers who shared their Christian 
faith with youth attracted to 
the “core sports” subculture.

The 40-minute documen-
tary features extreme sports ac-
tion, footage of engaging street 
outreach and stories from 11 
top “core sports” athletes. 

The Palau organization 
planned 10,000 copies for a 
24-month distribution; in fi ve 
months 40,000 DVDs have sold, 
Baldwin said.

During his YEC appear-
ance, Baldwin lamented the 
number of Christians who 
didn’t vote in the 2000 presi-
dential election and said the 
upcoming vote might be the 
most important in the nation’s 
history.

Baldwin said plans are be-
ing made to organize a “Livin’ 
It” bus tour for 2005 that would 
bring some of the top Christian 
“core sports” athletes to malls 
in cities across the country. 

For more information on 
Baldwin’s extreme sports DVD, 

“Livin’ It,” go to www.livinit.org

Youngest Baldwin brother focused on “what the 

Lord’s telling me to do”

Actor Stephen 

Baldwin told a packed 

house of students 

in Dallas about his 

conversion to Christ 

following the 9/11 

attacks and of his 

latest venture, “Livin’ 

It,” a high-energy DVD 

aimed at the “extreme 

sports” youth culture, 

featuring top Christian 

skateboarders and 

stunt bikers.  

“Eighty-three 

percent of marriages 

in the NFL end in 

divorce within three 

years of the player’s 

retirement.”

— Roderick Hairston
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Bob Gerstmyer

BFCS Executive Director

For more information 
about BFCS, or to ask 
questions or comment 

on articles on this page, 
please call BFCS 
Public Relations 

Associate, Tim Durkin 
(410) 872-1050 ext. 143 

Baptist Family and 

Children’s Services  
7175 Columbia 

Gateway Dr., Suite F 
Columbia, MD 21046

Phone: 
(410) 872-1050    
(800) 621-8834 

Fax: 
(410) 872-1047 

E-mail: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org
Online: 

www.baptistfamily.org

Would you like to be on 
our e-mail list? 

Send a message to: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org

Embracing Baltimore: Back-to-school effort 

reaches almost 700 kids

By Christie Andersen, 
Colleen Dougherty, Tim 

Durkin and Kathleen 
McMurray 

The Embrace Back-to-
School Project has 
been an overwhelming 

success. As a result of the 
church partnerships that 
were facilitated by the Good 
Samaritan Network, backpacks 

and school
supplies
have been
distributed
to nearly 700
children.
Baptist Family
and BCM/D
staff are ecstatic
with the
success of this
project.

Earlier 
this summer,
the Good
Samaritan
Network set
a goal for this
year to provide
backpacks
and school
supplies to 150
needy children.
Clearly, the
hard work
and energy
from everyone
involved in
this project has
shattered that
goal.

In addition, 
Ellen Udovich,
BCM/D
consultant
for direct
ministries,
coordinated
the purchase
and delivery of

the approximately 700 Bibles
which were distributed at the 
Back-to-School parties. 

The energy and 
enthusiasm on the part of 
every church, BFCS staff 
member, volunteer, child and 
parent was overwhelming. 
Given the short time frame 
in which this project came 
together, the end result is 
nothing short of a miracle!

The pairing of Colonial  
and Seventh churches 
produced a Back-to-School 
party held on Sept. 3rd. Twenty 
children 
received 
supplies at this 
party, which 
was marked by 
“get-to-know-
you” games 
played by the 
church and 
community 
kids in 
attendance. 

The party 
introduced 
fourteen 
children to 
the church 
community for 
the first time, 
and most of the 
children were accompanied by 
their parents.

South Columbia  and 
Second and Fourth churches 
partnered to hold a Back-to-

School party on Aug. 28th. 
A remarkable 100 children 
received school supplies at 
this party, which was very 
organized. About 10 days 
before the party, members 
of Second and Fourth went 
around the community passing 
out cold drinks and flyers to 
advertise the event. 

Volunteers from South 
Columbia were very involved, 
not only in collecting supplies, 
but in organizing and staffing 
the party.

The combination of Elders  
and First Church Brooklyn 
served another 75 children 
on Aug. 28th. The event 
was marked by very strong 
volunteer participation, with 
20 volunteers coming from 
each church. 

First Church, Brooklyn, 
picked up children in the 
community on a bus and 
brought them to the party. The 
volunteers served the children 
lunch and told jokes. Later the 
children sang and made crafts. 
Supplies were distributed at 
the end of the party.

Riva Trace Church 
and Streetlite Christian 
Fellowship came together on 
Sept. 10th to serve 40 kids! 
The party, held on the patio at 
Streetlite, attracted a crowd of 
more than 100 people. Students 
took home backpacks and 
supplies, and the churches 
celebrated with a cookout and 
relay races.

The team of Mount Airy 
and Pleasant Rock churches 
distributed school supplies to 
43 children. The party followed 
a special youth service at 
Pleasant Rock Church and was 
staffed by 15 volunteers.

The most prolific 
partnership, though, was 
Towne and Northeast 
churches. At a party which 
featured cotton candy, 
popcorn, puppet shows and 
face painting, these churches 
served 190 children who were 
in need of school supplies. 

An amazing 60 volunteers 
helped, and as many as 50 
new families were introduced 
to the church community at 
Northeast for the first time.

Two churches teamed 
up to deliver supplies to kids 
in lieu of a party. Real Life 
Church in Abingdon and 

Northside Church 
served 80 children. 

A three-church 
group distributed 
supplies to needy 
kids in southeast 
Baltimore. Redland 
and Calvary 
churches partnered 
with Harbor 
Heights Church 
and distributed 65 
backpacks full of 
supplies to kids 
who needed them. 
Sixteen volunteers 
entertained their 
young guests with 
songs and a puppet 
show.

In addition to these 
partnerships, five churches 
collected school supplies for 
general distribution to kids 
currently being served in 

Baptist Family programs. 
These churches are Chestnut 
Ridge; First Church, Kent 
Island; University Church, 
Upper Seneca Church; 
Watersedge and Wildwood 
churches.

Using some additional 
supplies collected by Baptist 
Family, Pilgrim’s Way 
Church, Baltimore held a 
party with supplies enough 
for 65 children.

Baptist Family has 
already received notes of 
thanks from the families 
helped by this extensive Back-
to-School effort. One, from a 
mother of two who attended 
the party at Northeast Church, 
reads “I want to say thank 
you from the bottom of my 
heart. I wasn’t sure how I was 
going to get my children’s 
school supplies because their 
clothes were so expensive. I 
am grateful for your kindness 
and generosity.” 

This Back-to-School effort 
is only a beginning. Baptist 
Family, the BCM/D, and 
Baltimore, Arundel, Mid-
Maryland and Susquehanna 
Associations have made 
a major commitment to 
Embrace Baltimore. It is 

our intention to continue 
these church partnerships 
through Christmas and 
beyond, strengthening the ties 
between urban and suburban 
churches and reaching out to 
those in need.

“Embrace Back-to-School” Church Partnerships

Suburban Church Baltimore City Church

Colonial Church Seventh Church

South Columbia Church Second and Fourth Church

Elders Church First Church, Brooklyn

Riva Trace Church Streetlite Christian Fellowship

Mount Airy Church Pleasant Rock Church

Towne Church Northeast Church

Real Life (Abingdon) Church Northside Church

Redland Church and 
Calvary Church

Harbor Heights Church

This month in Reel 
Advice: A review of 
Dreamworks’ long-awaited 
animated feature, Shark’s 
Tale, plus Raise Your Voice, 
Hilary Duff’s new movie 
about life on the road to 
pop stardom. Also, find 
out if Pixar, the makers of 
Finding Nemo, have once 
again pulled off something 
incredible with The 
Incredibles! 

For the full reviews visit
www.baptistlifeonline.org.

 
Kevin C. Neece lives in Fort 
Worth, Texas, with his wife 

Melissa. E-mail him at 
kevin_c_neece@yahoo.com

Reel 
Advice 

with Kevin Neece

Sales of tickets of the Embrace 
Baltimore Banquet at the end of 
this month have been brisk, and 
the event is nearly sold out. 

This banquet will be a 
celebration of Baptist Family’s 
return to Baltimore offices 
(beginning in 2005), as well as a 
chance for Baptists of Maryland 
and Delaware to celebrate the 
Embrace Baltimore initiative 
(announced last month in 
BaptistLIFE).

The event will take place 
on Friday, Oct. 29, 2004, from 
6:30 until 9:30. The site is the 
spectacular Constellation Room at 
the top of the World Trade Center 
building in the Inner Harbor in 
Baltimore.

Guests will enjoy a bull 
roast menu, a silent auction and 
an Embrace Baltimore keynote 
address by BCM/D Executive 
Director David Lee. 

Tickets cost $75 per person. 
To purchase tickets by telephone, 
or for more information, call 
Tim Durkin at (410) 872-1050, 
extension 143. To purchase tickets 
electronically, send an email to 
tdurkin@baptistfamily.org.

Last chance for 
banquet tickets!

Harbor Heights Church volunteers help a young man compose 

a thank-you note to Baptist Family & Children’s Services for the 

school supplies he received.
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DAY CARE DIRECTOR — Full-
time director wanted for Church 
Day Care. Must be CCA-quali-
fi ed. Benefi ts provided. Send 
resume to Reisterstown Baptist 
Church, 25 East Chestnut Hill 
Lane, Reisterstown, MD 21136 or 
phone (410) 833-0149.

MINISTER OF MUSIC – Part-
time to lead choir and congrega-
tional music. Reisterstown Bap-
tist Church, 25 E. Chestnut Hill 
Lane, Reisterstown, MD 21136. 
Send resume to church or phone 
(410) 833-0149. Contact info: 
Charles More (410) 944-5200.

MINISTER OF YOUTH - Faith 
Baptist Church of Glen Burnie, 

Maryland, has an immediate 
opening for a full-time Minister 
of Youth. Faith Baptist Church is 
a fast growing suburban church 
with a large youth group. Duties 
include planning, coordinating 
and leading the youth ministry. 
Interested individuals should 
send resumes to Faith Baptist 
Church, c/o Youth Pastor Search 
Committee, 7378 Furnace Branch 
Road, Glen Burnie, Maryland, 
21060, or fax to Youth Search 
Committee at (410) 761-5672.

PASTOR — Gayton Baptist 
Church, a vibrant, 15 year-old 
congregation of 120 families 
is seeking a pastor. Gayton is 
located in a rapidly growing sub-
urb of Richmond, Va. (western 
Henrico County). We are family 

oriented, mission-minded, and 
poised for substantial growth. 
Gayton is BGAV affi liated.

Gayton’s next pastor will be 
energetic and possess leadership 
skills, including those neces-
sary to facilitate dynamic church 
growth. He must have strong 
preaching abilities and the capa-
bility to relate scripture to daily 
living. He will cultivate spiritual 
maturity through effective dis-
cipleship.  

Experience in church growth 
and discipleship training is pre-
ferred. Pastoral experience and a 
seminary degree are required.  

Candidates should provide 
a resume with experience and 
qualifi cations to: Gayton Baptist 
Church, Pastor Search Commit-
tee, P.O. Box 3944, Glen Allen, VA 
23058-3944, or by email to GBC.P
astor.Search@comcast.net.

YOUTH MINISTER (Part-Time): 
Patapsco Valley Community 
Church, a new church plant 
located in Glen Burnie, Md., is 
looking for a part-time Youth 
Minister to oversee our youth 
programs on Sunday and Thurs-
day night activities as well as 
other youth activities scheduled 
each month. If you are interested 
in getting in on the ground fl oor 
of a new work, please contact 
Pastor Dan Green at the church: 
410-553-0908 or fax your resume 
to 410-553-9981. Starting Salary 
$50 per week. Pastor Dan Green, 
Patapsco Valley Community 
Church, 7954 Baltimore Annapo-
lis Blvd., Suite 1E, Glen Burnie, 
MD 21060, (410) 553-0908.

MINISTRY SERVICES OF-
FERED — WordSong and 
PrayerPath Ministries offer con-
certs, prayer conferences and 
customized multi-media presen-
tations for a variety of occasions. 
For available dates and/or more 
information, contact Roy Thomas 
at (410) 866-6835 or via email at 
wordsongministries@yahoo.co
m.

NEED HELP WITH THAT 
NEXT SPECIAL EVENT? — 
Call (302) 234-0447 for exception-
al service and consultation. We 
offer a full line of promotional 

products and services. Call today 
for an appointment to see our In-
spirational Appointment Calen-
dar and receive 15% off your new 
calendar order. Call or e-mail us 
for your FREE catalog! Paul R. St-
ambaugh, Sr., Account Executive 
(302) 234-0447, Lee Wayne Cor-
poration (302) 234-0447, Cell (302) 
528-5582 prslw@comcast.net 
http://paulstambaugh.leewayne
catalog.com.

LIN WALLBERG, SOLO 
HANDBELLS — Available for 
concerts, worship services, clin-
ics, weddings, etc. Add the beau-
tiful touch of handbells to your 
special occasion. Contact: Lin 
Wallberg, website: BellSolos.com, 
Phone: (301) 586-0317, E-mail: 
lin@bellsolos.com. 

RETREAT TO THE OCEAN 
—The Baptist Retreat Cen-
ter in Ocean City is available 
for Fall – Spring Retreats. We 
can accommodate groups as 
large as 65. For more info, call 
(410) 289-6573 or check http:\\
www.OCBaptist.org.

By Dan Sheffi eld

West Africa is hot and 
sweaty most of the 
time, very undevel-

oped, very Muslim and very 
unreached for Jesus Christ! Our 
BCM/D “Discovery Team” just 
returned from Senegal, where 
they visited unreached people 
groups and attended a strategy 
training conference conducted 
by the International Mission 
Board (IMB).

In West Africa alone there 
are over 600 unengaged people 
groups. An unengaged people 
group is one who has never 
heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and has no known Christians! 
The IMB is challenging our 
churches to reach these people.

The IMB has decided that 
there is no conceivable way 

that they will be able to send 
missionaries to all of these 
unengaged people groups any 
time in the foreseeable future. 
Therefore, it must be done by 
short-term volunteers from U.S. 
churches.

The challenge seems over-
whelming, to go to a group 
of people thousands of miles 
away, who speak a different 
language and live in a differ-
ent culture, where there are 
no churches, no Christians, 
no missionaries, where your 
church is their only hope of 
hearing the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. But by the power of the 
Lord, it can be done! Several 
Southern Baptist churches have 
already taken on the challenge.

Conowingo Church has 
already taken on the chal-
lenge. They are praying for and 

working with the Fulakunga 
people group of Guinea-Bis-
sau in West Africa. They have 
already sent two mission teams 
to Guinea-Bissau to help work 
with this people group. This 
summer they sent a summer 
missionary from their congre-
gation to map the villages in 
the area, while sending a mis-
sion team to Senegal to host 
the IMB conference which our 
Discovery Team just attended.

BCM/D has now been 
given the challenge of fi nding 
churches who are willing to 
take on the challenge of reach-
ing one of these 600 unengaged 
people groups. There are no 
requirements as to how much 
a church must do. Prayer will 
be a primary part of reaching 
these people. Your church may 
start by committing to pray 

for one of these people groups. 
Or perhaps you are willing to 
commit to prayer and to send-
ing a mission team within the 
next year or two. Whatever 
you are able to do may be all 
that is ever done to reach these 
people!

In February 2005, we are 
planning to return to West Af-
rica with church and associa-
tion leaders who are interested 
in pursuing partnerships with 
the unengaged people groups. 
We will only be able to take 
a very limited number on the 
trip. If you feel the Lord lead-
ing you in this direction, please 
contact our World Missions 
and Partnership offi ce as soon 
as possible: (800) 525-2241 or 
email: missiontrips@aol.com.

The cost of the trip is esti-
mated at $2,800 per person.

BCM/D ministers in Senegal, Africa

Employment

Miscellaneous

MAIL, E-MAIL, 

OR FAX YOUR AD 

– Deadlines are the 

second Friday of each 

month for the 

following month’s 

issue. Classified 

advertising is 75 cents 

per word ($18.00 

minimum) for BCM/D 

churches and church 

members; 85 cents 

per word ($20.00 

minimum) for non-

profit organizations; 

and 95 cents per word 

($25.00 minimum) 

for commercial 
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count does not 
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ad pricing. 

To Place an Ad

Dan Sheffield

BCM/D Partnership 

Missions Coordinator




	Front Page
	Bus tour reveals servant leader heartbeat of SBC president
	GMB sees open doors for BCM/D annual meeting
	Perspectives
	AssociationLIFE
	PlantLIFE: A dream becomes reality in Pigtown community
	ConventionLIFE
	CLPA calls for prayer as attack on America gains strength
	BCM/D ministers in Senegal, Africa

	Eek! The Church Mouse
	BCM/D Annual Meeting Poster
	ChurchLIFE
	Delaware Kansas City Royal steps up to the plate
	Baltimore Ravens Rev impacts players for Christ
	Youngest Baldwin brother focused on “what the Lord’s telling me to do”

	FamilyLIFE: Embracing Baltimore: Back-to-school effort-reaches almost 700 kids
	Reel Advice with Kevin Neece
	Classifieds
	Take a Stand for Marriage

