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annual meeting in 

Dover, DE.
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By Tim Durkin
Baptist Family & Children’s 

Services

COLUMBIA, Md. — Em-
brace Baltimore, an initiative 
that links churches together in 
Baltimore City with churches 
in the suburbs, is already mak-
ing a difference in people’s 
lives and making a major 
impact for Christ in Baltimore 
City. Embrace changed Quet-
sy’s life. 

Quetsy’s (her last name 
is withheld to protect her pri-
vacy) family life over the past 
year could only be described 
as tumultuous. She and her 
children fl ed an abusive family 
situation, leaving Alabama and 
resettling in Puerto Rico, where 
Quetsy has family. 

One of the children de-
veloped a medical condition 
requiring treatment at a U.S. 
hospital.  Quetsy chose to bring 
her family to Baltimore. She 
sold all of the family’s remain-
ing assets, quit her job in Puer-
to Rico and arranged for her 

daughter to receive the care she 
needed. The family was to stay 
at the Ronald McDonald House 
in Baltimore, a home for 
families that need to travel 
for long-term medical care.

A miscommunication 
between Ronald McDonald 
House and Quetsy left the 
family in a new city with-
out a place to stay. Quetsy 
and the kids were taken in 
by a local shelter. Despite 
the setback, Quetsy and her 
children remained upbeat 
and faithful, and the fam-
ily began exploring Balti-
more. Out walking, they 
came across First Church, 
Dundalk, and introduced 
themselves.

Of that fi rst encounter with 
First Church, Quetsy said, “We 
were looking for a place to 
worship God. One Sunday, my 
children and I started walking 
and passed many churches on 
the way. When we saw First 
Church, I prayed, ‘Is this where 
you want me Lord?’ And I 
felt like I should go in. God’s 

presence was made so real and 
present the moment we walked 
inside.”

It was a decision that 
would change the course of 
their lives rapidly, and for 
the better. Members of First 
Church were very welcoming, 
and when they heard Quetsy’s 
story, they immediately began 
using all the resources avail-
able to get help for this family 
in trouble.

Chris Gudmundsson, pas-
tor of First Church, Dundalk, 

used Baptist Family & Chil-
dren’s Services’ (BFCS) 24-hour 
crisis hotline available to all 

BCM/D churches. Staff at 
BFCS immediately met with 
Quetsy, her family and Pas-
tor Gudmundsson, assess-
ing the family’s strengths 
and needs, as well as the 
resources that First Church 
could offer Quetsy’s family.

This assessment pro-
duced a few goals. First, 
Quetsy needed employment 
to move her family out of 
the shelter. She needed 
transportation to widen her 
employment prospects and 
make commuting possible. 

She needed legal representa-
tion for an Alabama-based law-
suit connected to her family’s 
fl ight from her abusive hus-
band. And one non-negotiable 
requirement was identifi ed by 
Quetsy: she needed to continue 
her growth and participation 
in First Church, Dundalk.

Baptists cooperating at all levels change lives

By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — 
Award-winning Christian 
songwriter and recording 
artist Steven Curtis Chapman 
remembers his “aha moment,” 
the moment in his life when 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ be-
came amazingly clear to him.

“I have spent most of my 
life wrestling with the depth 
of Scripture—which is end-

less and eternal—with how 
I am to grab a hold of it with 
just the vapor of my life,” 
refl ected Chapman, a cele-
brated Christian artist with 47 
Dove Awards, four Grammy 
Awards, an American Music 
Award, two certifi ed platinum 
and seven gold albums, nine 
million total albums sold and 
41 number one radio hits.

Despite all his success in 
the music industry, for him, 
the “aha moment” came when 

he and his wife, Mary Beth, 
adopted their fi rst daughter, 
Shaohannah, from China.

“Until we adopted Shao-
hannah, I didn’t fully under-
stand the depth of what Jesus 
has done for us. I was hopeless 
without a future, without a 
name… then Jesus came into 
my life, gave me hope and 
a future. He gave me a new 
name,” he rejoiced. 

Calling adoption the “vis-
ible gospel,” a term he borrows 

from Christian author John 
Piper, Chapman summarized, 
“Adoption is the perfect pic-
ture of what God has done for 
each of us in making us His 
children through Christ.” 

Pausing to let it all sink in, 
Chapman added, “God’s done 
amazing things in our family. 
Without a doubt, adoption has 
been the most profound expe-
rience in God!”

The Chapmans experi-
enced the miracle of adoption 
through the prompting of 
their oldest daughter, Emily. 
Already with three children 
of their own, Emily, Caleb 
and Will, the parents were 
persuaded to adopt Shaohan-
nah, who is now 5, in March 
2000. Three years later, they 
brought home Stevey Joy Ru, 
now 2, and this summer, they 
adopted Maria Sue, age 1.

In addition, the Chapmans 
began Shaohannah’s Hope, a 
nonprofi t organization based 
in McLean, Va., that provides 
information and assistance to 
people who want to adopt but 
lack the fi nancial resources.

“There are a lot of people 
who have room at their table 
but not room in their wallet 
for another family member,” 
Chapman acknowledged. “Yet, 
there are roughly 34 million 
orphans around the world.” 

Chapman sees adoption as the 

“visible gospel” 
November 20 slated as 
National Adoption Day

Steven Curtis and Mary Beth Chapman’s three children, Will (12), Emily (18) and Caleb (13) welcome 

Stevey Joy Ru (2), Shaohannah (5) and Maria Sue (1) into their family.

continued on page eight

continued on page ten

Quetsy and Christie Andersen (BFCS) stand 

in front of Quetsy’s new car which she 

bought with the help of BFCS donors and 

the charitable pricing of a local dealership.

To see the November 

photo gallery visit:

“www.yourbcmd.org/

photos” 

Happy 

Thanksgiving!

from your BaptistLIFE staff



It is performance review 
time at our building. We sit 
down with each employee 

to evaluate the past year and 
discuss ways of making an 
even greater impact in the year 
ahead. Unlike many organiza-
tions, performance reviews 
at the Baptist Center are not 
designed to be annual “zap 
fests.” If a problem arises in 
our organization, we seek 
to deal with it immediately. 
Neither do we wait until per-
formance reviews to evaluate 
what we are doing. 

It is fairly typical in a per-
formance review to use terms 
like “fails to meet expecta-
tions,” “meets expectations,” 
and at times “exceeds expecta-
tions.” All of us delight in the 
latter, although it is important 
to know those areas where 
improvements are needed. To 
put it another way, a winning 

philosophy (in my opinion) is 
to build on your strengths.  

Here are some areas where 
we exceeded expectations in 
2004. 

Church planting. We 
were concerned going into 
2004 that the church plant-
ing movement’s momentum 
might slow. We had such a 
dramatic year last year in as-
sisting in the starting of new 
congregations that we had 
to pre-commit most of our 
church planting resources be-
fore the start of the new year. 
In spite of limited fi nancial 
resources from BCM/D, the 
church planting movement 
continues to amaze us. We 
will come close to matching 
last year’s totals. The hand of 
God is seen all over this effort. 
Maryland/Delaware Baptists 
can rejoice in the fact that we 
have seen more than 100 new 

congregations planted within 
the last three years. And now 
several of those that were 
planted recently are parent-
ing churches themselves. This 
year’s progress truly exceeded 
my expectations.

The movement of God 
in the cities. I literally stand 
amazed at what happened 
this past summer in Wilm-
ington, Del. Coordination of 
the Wilmington Games was 
handed over to the Delaware 
Association by city leaders. 
Maryland/Delaware Baptists 
were invited to come along-
side our brothers and sisters 
in the DBA to assist in making 
a signifi cant impact on that 
city. To the south there is a 
mighty movement of God in 
Baltimore. Embrace Baltimore 
is bringing the BCM/D, Bap-
tist Family and Children’s Ser-
vices, Arundel, Mid-Maryland 

and Susquehanna Associa-
tions and the North American 
Mission Board together as 
partners with our Baltimore 
churches to set the stage for 
what might be the greatest 
single impact in the city since 
the days of Annie Armstrong. 
It all began with a small group 
of Baltimore Association pas-
tors praying for God to move 
in that city. The level of coop-
eration and the rapid develop-
ment of partnerships among 
churches that has followed 
exceed anything I have seen in 
my 16 years in this convention.

God is at work in 
Maryland/Delaware. These 
are only two of many areas of 
our work together that exceed 
our expectations. Thank you 
for your support. Please con-
tinue to pray, give and become 
involved in joining God where 
He is at work!   

David Lee

BCM/D Executive 

Director

Bob Simpson

BaptistLIFE Editor,

BCM/D Director of 

Communications
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Each of us likes it when 
doors open for us. At 
my local Giant Foods 

grocery store, the door opens 
the moment I step onto the 
electronically sensitive pad. If 
I stop short of stepping on the 
pad, the door remains shut. 
Even if I stare at it, shout at it, 
try to will it open, it still does 
nothing until I step onto the 
pad.

Now I realize that God is 
not waiting for me to open His 
doors. Or is He? 

II Corinthians 5:7 says, 
“We walk by faith not by 
sight.” It occurs to me that 
God may very well be waiting 
on me to exercise my faith in 
order for Him to open doors in 
my life or ministry. My faith 
is like the pad at the Giant. I 
need to be walking on the pad 

(i.e. in faith) in order for the 
door to open before me.

Now we preach and talk 
“living by faith,” but our prac-
tice is often that of “living by 
sight.” Many people today are 
burning themselves out trying 
to make things happen, to man-
age their lives, or to manipulate 
their environments. We say we 
embrace the doctrine of God’s 
sovereignty and His power, yet 
our lives are fi lled with stress, 
worry, tension, rigidity, fatigue, 
anger and sin.

We talk about God’s having 
a perfect will for our lives, yet 
we make decisions in much the 
same way as unbelievers make 
them…we scrutinize, analyze, 
calculate and dissect rather 
than to seek the Lord with all 
our hearts and wait patiently 
on Him!

Romans 14:23 says, “What-
ever is not of faith is sin.” 
Wow!  Is that a convicting 
thought or what? No matter 
what we do (good or bad), how 
good our intentions may be, 
or even what the outcome may 
be, if what we are doing is not 
driven by genuine faith, it is 
sin!

There are some real advan-
tages to walking by faith. When 
we do, we experience God’s 
presence and we exhibit God’s 
power. That’s what I want.  

Is that what you want? 
Ask yourself these questions: 
(1) Are you fearful of losing 
control? That’s sight walking! 
(2)  Do things have to go your 
way? That’s sight walking. 
(3) Does success depend on 
what you are doing? That’s 
sight walking. 

(4) Do you think of your 
ministry (personal, church or 
other) as yours and not God’s? 
That’s sight walking! Remem-
ber, we walk by faith and not 
by sight. Hebrews 11:6 says, 
“Without faith, it is impossible 
to please God!”

God is certainly opening 
dramatic doors for the churches 
of the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware. It is indic-
ative of the exercising of bold 
faith by many. But how we need 
more of God’s faithful folks to 
be faith walkers, not sight walk-
ers! Acts 14:27 says, “…they 
called the church together and 
reported…telling all that God 
had done and how He had 
opened the door of faith….” 
Let’s all step onto the pad of 
faith and watch the doors fl ing 
open to the glory of God!

Faith walkers vs. sight walkers

It is working in Maryland and Delaware

Tim Simpson

BCM/D President

Thank you! As I conclude 
a second year as presi-
dent of the convention, it 

is time to express appreciation 
to friends who have shared the 
journey. My wife, Carol, is fi rst. 
Carol has supported my work 
as a volunteer and believed 
I could assist our executive 
director, David Lee. The staff 
and members of Greenridge, 
where I serve as senior pastor, 
have been gracious in provid-
ing time and encouragement. 
Thank you for all you do each 
week for the cause of Jesus!

Carol Moore has served 
me the way she serves you 

– with amazing customer ser-
vice and a helpful attitude. 
Thanks, Carol! The members 
of the General Mission Board 
and Administrative Commit-
tee have become friends dur-
ing the past seven years. God 
has provided superb leaders 
on those two teams to keep us 
moving forward. Thank you 
for your cooperative invest-
ment in the mission of Christ! 

David Lee, our outstand-
ing leader, has consistently 
coached me through the learn-
ing curve. Thank you, David, 
for modeling leadership that 
inspires all of us!

My brother, Bob, and I 
have enjoyed a unique con-
nection in our convention 
partnership. He is a talented 
and insightful friend who also 
made the last two years mem-
orable. Thanks, Bob! 

Frank Perry invited me to 
serve as president of the Gen-
eral Mission Board eight years 
ago. His invitation opened the 
door to this very rewarding 
time of service. Thank you, 
Frank! The messengers to our 
conventions prayed for me 
and participated in the life of 
our annual meetings. 

Thank you! 

Finally, our loving Lord 
provided energy and guid-
ance every step of the way. I 
am always impressed with 
what He can do in our limited 
lives. When our annual meet-
ing concludes in Dover, Del., on 
November 16, a new leader will 
be your president. Without hesi-
tation, I know you will pray for 
him and work beside him as the 
important challenge of Christ’s 
mission calls us to the future. 
It has been a great experience 
for me. Thank you, Maryland 
and Delaware Baptists, for the 
opportunity! May we give HIM 
our very best in 2005!

Thank you for seven wonderful years
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church and association 

newsletters, bulletins, 

and written reports on 
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Baptist LIFE.  

     You may feel free to 

fax news to us at (410) 

290-6627 or e-mail 

to Sharon Mager at 

srmwriter@hotmail.com. 

      Obituaries are 

edited due to space 

restrictions.

Arundel Association

J. Ward Holland, pastor 
of First Church, Kent Island, 
will retire from full-time min-
istry and as pastor of Kent 
Island Church, effective Dec. 
31. Holland ministered for 42 
years, 15 of which were spent 
at Kent Island. 

The church will have a 
retirement dinner at a local 
restaurant on Nov. 20. For more 
information about the dinner, 
call Jane Brown at the church 
offi ce, (410) 643-6574. 

First Church recently host-
ed a “Make a Will” seminar 
to help church members learn 
about estate planning.

Glen Burnie Church re-
cently had a student/parent 
retreat at Skycroft Conference 
Center that had teens and their 
parents scaling a twelve-foot 
wall. 

Brian Dembowczyk, asso-
ciate pastor for children, youth 
and families, said the concept 
of the retreat was to get par-
ents and students on the same 
page. 

The retreat started with 
lessons on unity based on John 
17. Parents and students met 
separately so they could talk 
freely. Then they got together 
for a confi dence lesson that 
included some fun activities 
– including climbing the wall. 
Dembowczyk said there were 
a lot of sore adults the next day.

The next session was on 
spiritual gifts, how God cre-
ated everyone unique and how 
to appreciate those differences. 

Later in the evening, ev-
eryone enjoyed free time relax-
ing at a campfi re, playing vol-
leyball and just hanging out. 

The next morning, Sunday, 
the group had a time of wor-
ship with an emphasis on en-
couragement and spent some 
time during the service pub-
licly encouraging one another.

Severn Church is plan-
ning a family skating party on 
Nov. 21.

Baltimore Association

Second and Fourth 
Church, Baltimore, honored 
the memory of a former pastor 
by renaming the parsonage 
the Calvin L. Hudson Memo-
rial Building and installing a 
bronze plaque. Hudson pas-
tored the church from 1966 to 
1998. 

Members of First Church, 
Dundalk, enjoyed a little fel-
lowship and exercise while 
collecting food to stock the 
church pantry. Members had 
a bike ride. They started at the 
church parking lot and rode a 
14-mile trail. Each participant 
brought a non-perishable food 
item to stock the church pan-
try.

Blue Ridge Association

First Church, Hager-
stown, had a youth revival 
Oct. 18 to 22. “Code Blue” Seri-
ous featured different praise 
bands and speakers each eve-
ning. On Friday, they had a 
pizza party after the service. 

The ladies of NorthStar 
Church, Ijamsville, have been 
enjoying fellowship hikes 
along the C&O canal.

Daybreak Church, 
Frederick, now meets at the 
Delaplaine Visual Arts Center 
near a popular bridge mural 

on Carroll Street in Frederick. 
The new location provides the 
church with classroom space 
for children’s ministry, a sepa-
rate nursery and a bright pavil-
ion for worship. 

The church will have a 
Thanksgiving fellowship on 
Nov. 20. 

Delaware Association

Chan Hubbard, pastor of 
Greensboro Church, resigned 
in September and began pas-
toring Memorial Heights 
Church, Cumberland, in Oc-
tober. 

Greensboro is continuing 
with its two-phase building 
program. They’re hoping to 
complete the building for both 
phases by March 2005. The fi rst 
phase will be the completion of 
a fellowship hall/gymnasium 
and the second phase will be a 
new offi ce complex. 

The church is working to 
complete the building pro-
gram like they did when they 
remodeled their sanctuary 
– debt free. The work is being 
done completely on faith, us-
ing donations from a variety 
of sources. Church members 
are doing as much of the work 
themselves as possible. 

Volunteer mission teams 
are welcome to help with the 
project. 

First Korean Church, Do-
ver, hosted the association’s 
Pinewood Derby and Field 
Day, Sept. 24 to 25, in conjunc-
tion with the NASCAR race 
ministry. 

Bethany Church, Wilm-
ington, will have its annual 
live nativity presentation in 
December, complete with ac-
tors and barnyard animals.

One hundred church mem-
bers are involved in the pro-
duction including building the 
set, acting, greeting visitors, 
directing parking, manning the 
hospitality tent and working on 
the sound and lighting. Church 
members also record the nar-
rative and music that’s played 
during the presentation. Mi-
chael Bailey leads this ministry.

About 200 visitors attend 
each showing of the live nativ-
ity each year. 

The church will have the 
presentation at 7 and at 8 p.m. 
on Dec. 17, 18 and 19. 

Ladies at Bethany Church 
have a basket making outreach. 
The women bring their friends, 
enjoy a time of fellowship and 
make special baskets. 

Eastern Association 

First Church, Easton, has 
a Bible study every Friday for 
families who homeschool.

Lynnhaven Church, Po-
comoke City, showed their 
support to teachers of local 
schools by delivering assorted 
homemade brownies, cookies, 
cupcakes and other “goodies” 
to them. 

Mid Maryland Associa

The recent blood drive at 
Northwest Church, Reister-
stown, was very successful. 
Thirty-one donors, including 
fi ve fi rst-time donors, gave 25 
units of blood.

Gary Vidito will be the 
guest speaker at Mid-Mary-
land Association’s pastor/
wives fellowship on Nov. 5 at 
Summit Manor in Monkton. 

Vidito is a singer/songwriter 
and has a ministry called “Gen-
eration Reconciliation Minis-
tries.” Their motto is “Worship: 
Diversity in Method—Unity in 
Purpose.”

Gethsemane Church, 
Glenwood, hosted a fall festi-
val for their community with 
magic shows, puppets, games 
and candy. 

The church’s youth recently 
had a messy games night. One 
activity had kids making snow-
men out of shaving cream. 

Youth and children from 
Mt. Airy Church will go to a 
Baltimore Blast Indoor Soccer 
game this month at the First 
Mariner Arena. Afterwards, 
they’ll enjoy a concert featuring 
Christian singer Jeremy Camp. 

Rolling Hills Church, 
Clarksville, has a men’s break-
fast and Bible study on the sec-
ond Saturday of each month.  

Tamil Church, Silver 
Spring, ministers to Tamil-
speaking Asian Indians in the 
North Eastern United States. 
Church members are from 
Washington, Northern Virgin-
ia, Baltimore and surrounding 
areas. 

They have worship services 
in both Tamil and English on 
the fi rst Saturday (Communion 
Service) and second Saturday 
(Song Service) of every month 
at 7 p.m. After worship, mem-
bers enjoy a fellowship time, 
often including an authentic 
Indian dinner. 

Montgomery Association

Barnesville Church re-
cently had a pig roast. About 70 
people came for the feast. 

The church recently began 
discipleship training on every 
fi fth Sunday. This is a two-
hour intensive Bible study and 
doctrinal training time. After-
wards, there is a fellowship 
dinner. 

Colesville Church, Silver 
Spring, is partnering with 
Ashton Church and Montrose, 
Rockville, to present “Christ-
mas is Jesus.” The 7 p.m. con-
certs will be at Ashton on Dec. 
10, at Montrose on Dec. 11 and 
Colesville on Dec. 12. Call (301) 
384-9153 for more information.

Colesville is also present-
ing “Christmas in Colesville” 
on Dec. 3-4 from 7-9 p.m. as a 
community outreach to share  
the true meaning of Christmas.

The recent blood drive at 
Northwest Church, Reister-
stown, was very successful. 
Thirty-one donors, including 
fi ve fi rst-time donors, gave 25 
units of blood.

  
Potomac Association

First Church, LaPlata, has 
a continental breakfast before 
Sunday School on the second 
Sunday of every month. 

Leonardtown Church had 
a Sunday school skate day. 

Southern Calvert Church, 
Lusby, broadcasts sermons on 
Comcast channel 6. The Sunday 
morning and evening services 
are broadcast on Tuesdays from 
5 to 7 p.m. and the Hispanic 
services are broadcast from 9:
30 to 11 a.m. on Wednesdays. 

Prince George’s

Cresthill Church, Bowie, 
members donated $716.50 to 
purchase Spanish Bibles to be 
distributed in Nicaragua. They 

also donated $1,500 to send to 
the International Mission Board 
to purchase 200 Bibles in the 
Susu language for missionaries 
to use in their work in Guinea, 
West Africa.  

First Church, Laurel, start-
ed a new children’s worship 
service for kids in fi rst through 
sixth grades called “Power Up.”

The church has an active 
seniors group. Nineteen “Ev-
ergreens” visited the “Wings 
of Fancy” butterfl y show at 
Brookside Gardens in Wheaton 
recently. 

Willie Lampley, pastor of 
Berean Church, Clinton, is 
teaching “All the Doctrines of 
the Bible” using the book of the 
same title authored by Herbert 
Lockyer. Classes are from 1:
15 to 2:15 p.m. on the fi rst Sun-
day of each month. There is no 
charge for the class. The cost of 
the book is $11.19. 

Susquehanna

Oak Grove Church, Bel 
Air, is preparing for its annual 
living Christmas tree in De-
cember. The church has been 
presenting the program for 19 
years. Church member, Robert 
Wilson, designed the tree struc-
ture in 1985. Decorations and 
lighting are designed by Louis 
Gentry and Lois Stagnoli. 

The tree stands 37 feet high 
and is topped by an 11-foot 
star. There are 40,205 lights in 
the tree, 2,605 in the star and 
1,600 in the cross. There are 1, 
525 red, green, silver and gold 
ornaments, more than 700 red 
poinsettias, 95 musical instru-
ments, 155 candles, 65 angels 
and 60 red birds. 

About 10,000 free tickets 
are distributed each year. 
They’re given away by the end 
of October, but there are usual-
ly some available at the door as 
people return unused tickets.   

Doors open at 6 p.m. and 
performances begin at 7 p.m. 
Those with tickets need to ar-
rive before 7 p.m. After that 
time, unused tickets are dis-
tributed to those who are wait-
ing. 

Performances are on Dec. 
5, 8-12, 15, 17-18 and a fi nal 3 
p.m. performance on Dec. 19. 
Handbell presentations begin 
one-half hour before the perfor-
mances. 

Western Association

Prison chaplain Bill Hunt, 
Western Association, is get-
ting ready for Christmas. 
Each year he works with local 
churches to have parties for 
four juvenile centers. Over 160 
boys attend the parties and 
have a Christmas dinner, sing 
carols and hear the Christmas 
story. Hunt said each year 
many boys are saved. 

Hunt leads them in the sin-
ner’s prayer, and then has them 
shake hands with someone 
nearby and say “I’m saved by 
the shed blood of Jesus Christ.” 
Hunt said he hears them saying 
it to each other and many come 
up to him afterwards and say 
the same. 

Hunt said he was in one of 
the detention centers recently 
and he saw a couple men sit-
ting at a table talking. Hunt 
approached and said, “Can I 
sit down?” 

continued on page four

Ministers’ 

Family 

Getaway in PA

Church planters, 

Roger and Ann 

Kim, along with 

their four sons, 

enjoy time together 

before worshipping 

during the inaugural 

Ministers’ Family 

Getaway. 

Thanks to seed 

money from the 

Mississippi Baptist 

Convention and the 

Baptist Convention of 

Maryland/Delaware, 

several ministers 

and their families 

were able to enjoy a 

weekend getaway in 

September at Willow 

Valley Resort and 

Conference Center.   

For the rest 

of the story go to 

www.yourbcmd.org/

familygetaway04.
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By Jorge Fonseca

Recently, I spent fi ve days 
talking to the staff of an 
internationally-known 

Hispanic church that has 
planted over 40 churches in 
their native land and abroad. I 
stunned them with my request:  
make America your mission 
fi eld. I asked the senior pas-
tor of Miramonte Church in 
San Salvador, El Salvador, to 
consider sending church plant-
ers to work within the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/ 
Delaware and minister to its 
people.

The pastor admitted to 
me that “almost one fourth 
of my people now reside in 
the U.S.A.”  In fact, more than 
100,000 Hispanics now live in 
Maryland/Delaware. Many of 
these individuals were church 
members in their native land, 
but now they fi nd themselves 
in strange communities with 
nothing that is familiar to 
them. There are no worship 
centers that are culturally 
friendly or are even inviting 
them to join in a transcultural 
worship experience.

Some of us here in the 
U.S.A. do not understand that 
America is the largest mission 
fi eld in the world, especially 
for the Spanish-speaking im-
migrants. The 2000 U.S. census 
reports that 13% of the national 
population is Hispanic; I be-
lieve it is much larger, consid-
ering the fact that many non-
English-speaking Hispanics 
were not reported in the latest 
American census fi gures. Some 
estimate that the actual num-
ber may be double. Regardless, 
the number is large and the 
people are in great need.

The challenge is diverse, 
with so many different Span-

ish-speaking countries, all 
with their own cultures, foods, 
music, traditions, values, idi-
oms and slang that make them 
distinct within the grouping 
we call “Hispanics.” There 
are no Hispanics in South or 
Central America; in Columbia, 
there are only Columbians, just 
as in Mexico, there are only 
Mexicans. 

Make a trip to your neigh-
borhoods and see those who 
work for the welfare of their 
families back in their native 
land, who are still without 
Christ and without the warmth 
of a congregation that can fi ll 
some of their social, emotional 
and spiritual needs. While 
supporting their families far 
away is honorable, they have 
become a new type of slave (a 
slave to work, addicted to mak-
ing money), often working two 
and three jobs. This poses a 
great challenge to Christians, 
seeking to bring God’s love 
and the message of salvation 
to these immigrants. Our re-
sourceful society, rich as it may 
be, is not able to resolve their 
fi nancial issues, but the church 
can do something about their 
salvation. Should we not join 
together in developing new 
initiatives, ways to reach these 
people whom for the most part 
are scared? They are scared of 
the new (for them) American 
culture, the stereotypes they 
live with and the legal systems 
of this country. They are also 
scared of not being able to 
meet the needs of their own 
families and their unfamiliar-
ity with the basic activities 
of daily living. Even though 
they think their greatest need 
is money, they need love and 
most of all, they need God.  

The questions may be 
“What can our church do, what 

can our ministry teams do, 
what can our association do?”

First, we need no less than 
ten new church starts NOW, 
just to begin obeying the de-
mands of the Great Commis-
sion. Among the 15 Hispanic 
churches currently in existence 

in our Maryland/Delaware 
convention, we have at least 
four existing congregations 
without a pastor. The need to 
attract workers qualifi ed to do 
the apostolic work of church 
planting is urgent.

Second, pray about this 
challenge, and consider all 
that you can do. How many 
unreached Hispanic people 
could feel the love of the Lord 
through a new church ministry 
out of your congregation?

Third, events that meet so-
cial and welfare needs are good 
starting points, but it is even 
better to partner with other 
churches or the association 
in starting new cell groups or 
Sunday School classes for those 
who only speak Spanish. Other 
events and ideas you might 
consider include targeted out-
reach programs, sponsoring 
one or more Hispanic church 
planters, or short-term tempo-

rary mission workers, inviting 
a language congregation to 
meet in your facilities or part-
nering with other congrega-
tions to bring an even greater 
impact in ministry.

So the question is, How 
would you feel about sending 

a mission team from your con-
gregation to minister among 
the Hispanic people? Well, I 
cannot promise you a suntan 
or the warm temperatures you 
would get south of the border, 
but a trip to your own back 
yard will bring you the warmth 
of ministering to people from 
20 Latin American countries 
who now reside in Maryland 
and Delaware. Most live with-
out Jesus as their Savior and 
Lord. Most need the love of 
Christ that your church can 
share. Let’s work together to 
walk through this “open door” 
of ministry in our midst. 

Jorge Fonseca is the founding 
pastor of Iglesia Cristiana de Co-
lumbia in Columbia, Md., is the 
Consultant for Hispanic Church 

Development for the Baptist Con-
vention of Maryland/Delaware. 
He can be reached at (443) 622-
7006 or at jlfons@comcast.net.

There is an open door of ministry to Hispanics

One of the men began 
crying and told Hunt he saw 
him standing in the corner 
and prayed for God to send 
Hunt to him. “You need to be 
saved don’t you?” Hunt asked 
him. The man said yes and he 
prayed the sinner’s prayer. 

Hispanic Baptist Conference

Alfa Y Omega Church, 
which meets at First Church, 
Wheaton, hosted a four-day 
Hispanic Baptist Conference 
for lay leaders on Sept. 4. Par-
ticipants worked every other 
Saturday on special project 
sessions through Oct. 23. 

The conference provided 
training in basic theology, 
principles of counseling, 
church leadership and ad-
ministration and an introduc-
tion to preaching. Candidates 
worked on special projects to 
support sister congregations. 
After completing the academic 
and hands on practical re-
quirements of the conference, 
the candidates received certifi -
cates in ministry granted by 
the John Leland Center Semi-

nary, which provided the cur-
riculum using Spanish-speak-
ing college professors. 

Fourteen candidates par-
ticipated representing mem-
bers of Hispanic Church, 
Laurel; Hispanic Church, 

Rockville; Hispanic Mission, 
Hyattsville; Hispanic Mis-
sion, Takoma Park and Alfa Y 
Omega Church.

The conference was the re-
sult of a proposal to strength-
en existing Hispanic churches 

by providing seminary leader-
ship to lay leaders. The BCM/
D Montgomery Association, 
Alfa Y Omega Church and 
the John Leland Seminary in 
Virginia worked together to 
conduct the conference.

continued from page three

Jorge Fonseca
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By Sharon Mager 
Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. — Tom 
Stolle, the Baptist Convention 
of Maryland/Delaware’s new 
comptrol-
ler believes 
whole-heart-
edly he’s 
where he’s 
supposed to 
be and he’s 
excited about 
it. Stolle 
oozes enthu-
siasm at the 
realization 
that he can 
work in full-
time ministry 
and continue 
his vari-
ous works 
at Cresthill 
Church in 
Bowie. He gives the glory to 
God and attributes his being 
where he is now to the prayers 
of his wife, Shelley and his 
pastor Jimmy Painter. 

Stolle, who began serving 
as comptroller in September, 
will concentrate his efforts on 
day to day fi nancial matters, 
budgeting and ministering to 
church ministers and treasur-
ers. The addition of a comp-
troller will allow John Faris, 
BCM/D director of fi nance 
and development, to concen-
trate his efforts in developing 
new resources for the future.

The new comptroller 
grew up in a Catholic family 
in Landover Hills and served 
as an altar boy at St. Mary’s 
Church. Then everything 
changed. His parents heard 
the gospel and got saved. 
Through the testimony of their 
transformed lives, 13-year-old 
Stolle accepted Christ.

“I was baptized when I 
was sixteen in a creek in River-
dale,” Stolle said with a smile. 

“I knew I had a call on my 
life at an early age,” he said. 
But that didn’t stop him from 
straying during his youth and 
early adulthood. Stolle said he 
wanted to do things his own 
way, not God’s. 

His mother wanted Stolle 
to go to a Christian college af-

ter high school, but Stolle said 
no and attended the University 
of Maryland where he earned 
his accounting degree, then 
passed the CPA exam on the 
fi rst try. He started working for 

the Kiplinger 
Washington 
Editors and he 
got married. 

Tom said 
he and his wife, 
Shelley, were 
both saved, but 
neither was in 
a right relation-
ship with God. 
That changed 
shortly after 
Shelley en-
rolled the cou-
ple’s son, J.T. 
in Cresthill’s 
pre-school 
program. Shel-
ley began at-

tending Sunday School and 
worship services at Cresthill 
and recommitted her life. She 
changed and Tom noticed.

Shelley began praying 
for Tom to 
recommit 
his life and 
her Sunday 
School class 
began pray-
ing for Tom. 
And God 
answered 
that prayer. 
Tom, know-
ing he was 
to be the 
spiritual 
leader in 
his home 
began ac-
company-
ing Shelley 
to church. 
The couple, 
at Shelley’s 
urging, 
invited Pas-
tor Jimmy 
Painter to the Stolle home and 
Tom and Painter talked for an 
hour and a half. Tom recom-
mitted his life and nothing has 
been the same since.  

“Aside from my wife, Jim-
my Painter has been the big-
gest infl uence in my life over 
the past six years. He’s a pray-

er. I am convinced that a large 
part of the reason why I’m here 
at BCM/D and an ordained 
minister is due to the prayers 
of Jimmy Painter.” 

Tom began feeling a call 
to full time ministry and as-
sumed God wanted him to be 
a pastor. 

 “I didn’t understand 
the breadth and scope of full 
time ministry. I thought when 
you’re called to full time min-
istry you’re called to be a pas-
tor.”

Tom began praying and 
was willing to give up his job 
when God gave him a pastor-
ate. He struggled trying to fi nd 
where he needed to be. He re-
gretted past decisions and felt 
he’d wasted so many years.

Shelley gave him what was 
to be almost prophetic advice. 
She assured him that God 
would open a door for him to 
use his giftedness in fi nancial 
areas for a Christian organiza-
tion – to be able to handle fi -
nances and to evangelize. And 
she expected a burning bush. 

Painter sensed God’s call 
on Tom and asked him to give 
the message one Sunday. Tom 
said God blessed him and he 
was able to preach occasionally 
at Cresthill and other churches. 
He became a deacon. Recently 
Cresthill ordained Tom as a 
minister and he’s now attend-

ing Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary extension classes 
at the Baptist Center. 

When the convention be-
gan looking for a comptroller, 
Cresthill and BCM/D general 
mission board member, Leah 
Porter, thought of Tom. She put 
him in touch with John Faris. 
Tom and Shelley met with the 
executive team. The match 
was good. Shelley said she had 
her burning bush. Tom was 
ecstatic.

“God was faithful,” Tom 
said. The gratitude almost 
overwhelms him. 

What also pleases him is 
his ability to continue to min-
ister at Cresthill. 

Tom is most excited about 
his church’s men’s class which 
he began. The group of six or 
seven started meeting in Janu-
ary. 

 “God moved in a mighty 
way,” he said. The class has 
doubled. But it’s not the physi-
cal growth, but the spiritual 
growth that lights the fi re in 
Stolle’s eyes. He is seeing men 

transformed 
in powerful 
ways. 

The class 
uses materi-
als from New 
Life Minis-
tries. 

“No 
subject is off 
limits. We ex-
amine every-
thing from a 
Biblical per-
spective.

“God 
is using 
the class 
to change 
lives,” he 
said.

Tom’s life 
has and is 
changing. He 
and Shelley 

and their three sons, J.T., Jake 
and Jimmy, are growing in 
their love for Jesus. 

“If it wasn’t for my wife 
and pastor I would not be 
where I am today. Jimmy 
Painter invested in me like a 
401K. He bought a junk stock 
and it appreciated.”

New BCM/D comptroller, Tom Stolle, ministers full-time

Ordained ministers and deacons laid hands and prayed over Tom Stolle 

at his ordination service at Cresthill Church, where Stolle teaches a 

men’s Bible study.

BUIES CREEK, N.C. — 
Kenneth Heath, of Rawlings, 
Md., has been named a Distin-
guished Alumnus of Campbell 
University. Heath received the 
award at Campbell’s Home-
coming celebration on Satur-
day, Oct. 2.

Heath is the director of 
missions for Western Associa-
tion and sidelines as the host 
of a Big Band era radio show, 
“Juke Box Saturday Night,” 
which is broadcast on stations 
in North Carolina, Virginia 
and Maryland, and airs week-
ly on WFWM-FM at Frostburg 
State University in Frostburg, 
Md. The show also airs on 
Campbell University Radio 
Station WCCE.

For the past four years, 
Heath has represented 
the Baptist Convention of 

Maryland/Delaware on the 
Steering Committee of Appa-
lachian Regional Ministry, a 
consortium of Southern Baptist 
state conventions stretching 
from Georgia to Pennsylvania. 
He has also served as chair-
man of the Missions Team for 
the Central Association (now 
Mid-Maryland Association), 
chairman of the Media Library 
Committee of the Eastern 
Baptist Association, and chair-
man of the Preacher and Place 
Committee for the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/
Delaware.

In addition, Heath has 
served as pastor of Elders 
Church, Sykesville, Md., and 
Bethlehem Church, Roanoke 
Rapids, N.C., and was a summer 
youth pastor for the First Span-
ish Church, Bakersfi eld, Cal.

He received a Bachelor of 
Arts in Religion, English and 
Greek from Campbell Uni-
versity in 1981 and went on to 
earn a Master of Divinity from 
Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary.

He and his wife, Deborah, 
are the parents of two chil-
dren.

Founded in 1887, Campbell 
University is North Carolina’s 
second largest private institu-
tion of higher education and 
the second largest Baptist 
university in the world. Lo-
cated in Buies Creek, N.C., just 
east of the center of the state, 
Campbell combines academic 
excellence and Christian com-
mitment. More information 
about Campbell University 
is available on the Web site, 
www.campbell.edu.

Heath, Western Association Director of Missions, 

named Distinguished Alumnus of Campbell University

Kenny Heath (left) receives 

Campbell’s Distinguished 

Alumnus award from Campbell 

University President Jerry M. 

Wallace at the Homecoming 

celebration on Saturday, Oct. 2.

BEGIN A RELATIONSHIP 

WITH GOD

GOD’S INITIATIVE:

God sent his son, Jesus, to die 
on the cross, paying the penalty 
for your sins, and promised 
“everyone who believes in Him 
will not perish but have eternal 
life.” John 3:16

OUR RESPONSE:

ADMIT…that you need to be 
rightly related to God. Under-
stand that you are sinner. Pride 
keeps us from doing some of 
the most important things in 
life.  Without God’s interven-
tion, your sin will ultimately 
lead to death and eternal 
separation from God. “No one 
is good –- not even one. No one 
has real understanding; no one 
is seeking God.”  Romans 3:10
“For all have sinned; all fall 
short of God’s glorious stan-
dard.” Romans 3:23

REPENT…from your sin and 
turn to God accepting by faith 
His gift of salvation. “Now 
turn from your sins and turn to 
God, so you can be cleansed of 
your sins.”  Acts 3:19 “For the 
wages of sin is death, but the 
free gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Romans 6:23 

BELIEVE…that God’s son, Je-
sus Christ, makes it possible for 
you to have a relationship with 
God. “For God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to 
himself…” 2 Corinthians 5:19
“This is real love. It is not 
that we loved God, but that 
He loved us and sent His son 
as a sacrifi ce to take away our 
sins.”  1 John 4:10

CONFESS…your sin to God.  
If you want to make this choice 
now, you can express that de-
sire to God in a prayer similar 
to this one: “Dear God, I know 
I am a sinner. I believe Jesus 
shed his blood, died and rose 
again to take the punishment 
for my sin. I accept your offer 
of forgiveness and eternal life.  
I thank you for what you have 
done for me, and I give you my 
life from this day forward.”

EXPRESS…your faith publi-
cally. Share it with a Christian 
friend or a pastor.  You will 
want to become involved in 
a local church where you can 
grow in your knowledge of 
Christ.  If you choose a Baptist 
church, you will be encouraged 
to be baptized as a public 
expression of your faith.
“If you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you 
will be saved.  Anyone who 
believes in Him will not be dis-
appointed.” Romans 10:9; 11

DEDICATE…yourself as a 
fully devoted follower of Jesus 
Christ.  Receiving God’s gift of 
forgiveness through Christ will 
set your life in an opposite di-
rection of the one you’ve been 
going. Now you are following 
God. “Jesus said to all of them, 
‘If people want to follow me, 
they must give up the things 
they want. They must be will-
ing to give up their lives daily 
to follow me.’” Luke 9:23 

Scripture from the 
New Living Translation
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Good stewards empower Kingdom growth from heaven

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

MIDDLE RIVER, Md. — 
Thirty-three trillion dollars is 
about to be transferred from 
one generation to another. The 
builders, those people born 
before and up to 1945, will 
pass that tremendous wealth 
to their baby-boomer children, 
leaving legacies to grandchil-
dren and giving gifts to be-
loved causes and ministries.

But is that incredible 
amount of money really going 
to go where the builder gen-
eration wants it to? Some of it 
will, but a large chunk of that 
change may not. According to 
many studies, eight out of ten 
people do not have wills. The 
distribution of those estates 
and custody decisions, will 
be determined by strangers 
in courtrooms with possible 
excessive costs over a long pe-

riod of time.
The Baptist Convention of 

Maryland/Delaware is trying 
to help Christians make God-
ly, educated decisions about 
their estates to prevent the 
loss of this wealth, the heart-
break of families and the loss 
of ministry opportunities. 

“We‘re trying to encour-
age good stewardship,” Con-
rad Burch said. Burch is a 
part-time estate planning con-
sultant, jointly employed by 
BCM/D and the Baptist Foun-
dation of Maryland/Delaware.

Burch works 12 hours 
each week hosting seminars 
and meeting with individuals 
to counsel them about estate 
planning. During the semi-
nars, Burch plainly explains 
the benefi ts and the necessity 
of creating wills, the conse-
quences of not having one, 
how estates are handled after 
death, the probate process 

and a variety of ways to invest 
and distribute money to loved 
ones. He also shares informa-
tion about trusts, powers of 
attorney, advance directives 
and how to have medical in-
formation released to relatives. 
There’s also a question and 
answer time. 

During the seminars 
Burch emphasizes another 
component of estate planning 
that many people don’t con-
sider – tithing. Christians who 
faithfully tithe throughout 
their lives don’t consider tith-
ing their estate, Burch said. 
That 10% can be invested in 
a local church, in the conven-
tion, in an association. It can 
be directed towards planting 
new churches. It really is up to 
the individual.

“The way I feel about it is 
that the Lord has blessed me. 
It’s not mine to begin with,” 
Burch said. 

One unique way for 
Christians to pass along their 
wealth and support ministry 
is to participate in the “give 
it away twice” program. An 
estate can be left in trust to 
be managed professionally by 
the Baptist Foundation. The 
principal is invested and earn-
ings from the investment are 
paid quarterly to designated 
loved ones until the amount 
paid out reaches the amount 
of the original estate. At their 
death Baptist causes receive 
the principal – thus the estate 
is “given away twice.”

Burch began working on 
this ministry in January 2004 
and has given estate planning 
seminars to ten churches so 
far. Many churches schedule 
them for Sunday or Wednes-
day nights, during steward-
ship services and at seniors’ 
groups meetings. About 25 
percent of those who partici-
pated responded to Burch and 
planned their estates. Most of 
them were senior citizens or 
young families with children. 
Those families made their 
wills and chose collectively to 
leave one million dollars in fu-
ture gifts to Baptist causes. 

“I wish more people could 
do it – leave a legacy and 
know kingdom growth will 
continue.” 

Burch doesn’t write the 
wills. He counsels people, 
takes the information and 
then arranges the fi nalization 
with a Christian lawyer who 
has agreed to work with the 
Baptist Foundation for the 
estate planning program. In 
addition to giving participants 
a discount on the costs of will 
preparation, the Foundation 
actually gives a rebate for 
some of the charges if par-
ticipants choose to tithe their 
estate to Baptist causes. 

Burch enjoys his job and 
his wife Doris helps when 
she’s available. Burch retired 
in 2001 from pastoring First 
Church, Lansdowne, for 15 
years. He also sold insurance 
part-time. After Burch retired, 
John Faris contacted him and 
asked him if he wanted to 
help get this new program 
started. 

“It’s a wonderful minis-
try,” Burch said. He enjoys 
meeting with people and he 
knows he’s helping them take 
care of an important part of 
their lives in addition to pro-
viding them an opportunity 
to invest in future kingdom 
work. 

He acknowledges that 
talking about settling estates 
isn’t an easy subject. It makes 
people uncomfortable. It’s a 
subject that’s hard for people 
to talk about. Some cry, he 
said. 

Burch said it’s interesting 
that wills are very individual.

“They’re like snowfl akes, 
no two are alike,” he said. 

Burch will have a booth 
at this year’s BCMD annual 
meeting in Dover, Del., on 
Nov. 15-16. Visitors can stop 
by to pick up information, ask 
Burch questions and schedule 
individual will counseling 
meetings or church seminars. 
For more information, call 
(800) 466-5290, ext. 206. 

Conrad Burch

Consultant for 

Planned Giving
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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

GLEN BURNIE, Md.— 
It’s not the music. It’s not 
the people. Worship is about 
drawing close to and glorify-
ing God. That’s what Cindy 
Barlock, leader of the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/
Delaware’s new praise team, 
PROXIMITY, stresses.

The team formed this 
year and will be available as a 
resource to the convention, to 
churches and new plants.

“James 4:8 says, ‘Draw 
close to God and God will draw 
close to you.’ The point is that 
worship is intentionally draw-
ing near to God in order to 
experience His presence in 
return,” Simpson said. “Being 
in proximity to Him puts Him 
in proximity to us – thus, the 
name!”

Proximity has ministered 
at several conferences already 
this fall, but will make its 
convention debut at this year’s 
BCM/D annual meeting in Do-
ver, Del. 

Barlock leads the praise 
team from the piano. The hus-
band and wife team of Chris 
and Cheryl Oswald sing and 
Patty Wackford supplies ad-
ditional vocals. Jon Kempson 
plays drums. Sherry Spurgeon 
plays clarinet and sings. David 
Messenger plays guitar.

Just because it’s a praise 
team doesn’t mean they just 
play contemporary music. 
PROXIMITY plays it all – tra-
ditional, contemporary and 
blended. They tailor the music 
to the church or organization’s 
needs.

“You can do any kind of 
music as long as it’s focused 
on God and you do it with His 
blessing and for His glory,” 
Barlock said. “It’s not the mu-
sic; it’s the drawing close to 
God. It’s getting out of the way 
as a praise team and letting 
people see God, not the musi-
cians. 

“People are starving for 
true worship,” she said.

Bob Simpson, BCM/D 
music and worship consultant, 
said the concept of a BCM/D 

praise and worship team began 
out of a discussion he and Bar-
lock had in 2002. 

“She was really fi red up 
to put one together. I certainly 
did not disagree and tried to 
encourage her all along the 
way,” he said. 

Simpson met Barlock when 
he was a bi-vocational mu-
sic minister at Faith Church, 
Glen Burnie. Barlock was just 
a young teen then 
and played the pia-
no on Sunday eve-
nings for Simpson. 

“It has been a 
joy to watch her 
grow into such a 
talented and pas-
sionate worship 
leader,” he said. 

Barlock grew 
up at Faith Church 
and walked the 
aisle to accept 
Christ when she 
was eight-years-old. 

 “It was a Sun-
day night service 
and Dr. Pepper was 
preaching,” Barlock 
said. 

Barlock said 
her parents were 
prayer warriors 
and the family had 
regular devotions. 

Young Cindy 
started taking 
piano lessons when 
she was fi ve. She 
had to practice 
every day, even on 
vacations. Barlock 
laughed when she 
told about her fa-
ther taking her to 
local churches in 
whatever area they were va-
cationing in to see if she could 
practice on their pianos. 

But it paid off. Barlock 
went to James Madison Uni-
versity after high school on a 
piano scholarship. She studied 
business. She also studied fl ute 
at Peabody.

After college, Barlock 
ministered at Weems Creek 
Church, then Gethsemane 
Church. Ironically it was at 
Gethsemane where Barlock 
came to a spiritual crossroads. 

“I was trying to do things 
in the fl esh and nothing 
seemed to work,” Barlock said. 
“Tasks seemed impossible.”

She was at a point where 
she needed to move into her 
own faith and not that of her 
parents. 

She returned to daily devo-
tional time and began to pray 
the words of the song “Open 
the eyes of my heart Lord.” 

Barlock said she prayed to re-
ally see Him.

“I wanted to see His glory 
in my life,” she said. “I gave 
everything over to Him.”

Barlock said she heard God 
call to her. “He said ‘worship 
me.’ It was a clear calling.”  

“For the fi rst time I relied 
on scripture and on Christ. 
I persevered through trials. 
When I stopped relying on 
fl esh, He transformed my lead-
ership. I do nothing without 
Him.”

Barlock now has her 
hands full, literally. During 
the interview she fed her 
youngest child, nine-month-
old Kate Summer, while mak-
ing arrangements on a cell 
phone for someone to pick up 
her older child, four-year-old 
Cassidy Spring, from nursery 
school. She was also planning 
songs for worship at Grace 
Church, Pasadena, where she 

works as part-time 
music minister. In 
addition, Barlock 
attends Southern 
Baptist Theological 
Seminary classes at 
the Baptist Center. 
But she’s handling it 
all, with God’s help 
and the support of 
her husband, David.

Barlock said Da-
vid is a strong sup-
porter, helping with 
babysitting, loading 
supplies and just “be-
ing there.” When he’s 
able, he travels with 
Cindy and lends a 
hand wherever he’s 
needed. David also 
works with the youth 
program at Grace 
Church and sings 
during Grace’s con-
temporary worship 
services.

In addition to 
providing BCM/D 
support, PROXIM-
ITY will be available 
as a short-term re-
source for the church 
planting movement 
for launches, for 
music minister sup-
ply and for special 

events, banquets and concerts 
depending upon the team’s 
schedule. 

Simpson said PROXIM-
ITY will also work to model 
excellence in the presentation 
of blended and contemporary 
worship services for churches 
looking to move in that direc-
tion. 

For more information about 
PROXIMITY, call (443) 848-

1312 or visit them online at 
www.yourbcmd.org/proximity.

New BCM/D praise team launches at annual meeting

The PROXIMITY Praise Team includes Cindy Barlock, 

director (front); Chris Oswald (right); Patty Wackford 

(center); back row: Sherry Spurgeon, Jon Kempson and 

Cheryl Oswald. (Not pictured – David Messenger)

“You can do any 

kind of music as 

long as it’s focused 

on God and you do 

it with His blessing 

and for His glory. 

It’s not the music; 

it’s the drawing 

close to God. It’s 

getting out of the 

way as a praise 

team and letting 

people see God, not 

the musicians.”      

     — Cindy Barlock
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By Joyce Jackson
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

RANDALLSTOWN, Md. 
— Why would Robert Ander-
son, Jr., an already busy pastor, 
accept both local and national 
leadership responsibilities? He 
believes that working together, 
our churches accomplish 
things that simply would not 
happen if each stood alone. 

Anderson serves on both 
the Executive Committee for 
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion and as president of the Na-
tional African American Fel-
lowship. He also serves at the 
state level as fi rst vice-presi-
dent for the Baptist Convention 
of Maryland/Delaware. The 
key to balancing his respon-
sibilities is found in his own 
church choir’s dynamic rendi-
tion of Leaning on Jesus.

Anderson knows the 
concerns of local ministry. 
Straddling suburb and city, his 
congregation, Colonial Church, 
Randallstown, lives out a Mat-
thew 28:19 existence daily. 
Demands of an urban lifestyle 
pull one way while the needs 
of community-based ministry 
tug in another direction. Both 
the church’s resources and the 
pastor’s heart respond fi nding 

ways to bring God’s solutions 
to the needs around them. 

Colonial continues to 
grow both in membership 
and in ministry opportuni-
ties. Two years 
ago the church 
began Colonial 
Christian Acad-
emy, which 
has grown to 
the 4th grade 
level with an 
enrollment of 
100. Colonial 
also sponsors 
a church start, 
offers sewing 
classes, Bible 
studies, Chris-
tian aerobics 
and runs Boun-
tiful Hands, a 
weekly ministry providing 
food and clothing to the home-
less of Baltimore.

Representing BCM/D, An-
derson is one of 81 representa-
tives from across the nation 
serving on the SBC Executive 
Committee. This committee 
receives and distributes do-
nations given to support de-
nominational ministries, and 
recommends the SBC’s annual 
operating budget. It performs 
assigned tasks and acts as a 

trust agency for all Convention 
properties, although it does not 
direct convention agencies. The 
Executive Committee oversees 
public relations and news ser-

vices for the SBC.
As president 

of the National 
African Ameri-
can Fellowship, 
Anderson works 
to fulfi ll its mis-
sion to encourage 
African American 
church members 
to participate in 
every facet of 
kingdom build-
ing through the 
SBC.   

As the Na-
tional African 
American Fellow-

ship annual meeting came to 
a close this year, the members 
received word of a ministry 
opportunity. The 100 year-old, 
Isobel Rooney Middle School 
in the Bronx was in dire need 
of fresh paint. The challenge 
was monumental. The school 
building stands fi ve-stories tall 
with halls that run the length 
of a city block. Anderson saw 
this as a chance to put their 
mission into action. Several 
churches responded sending 

teams into New York to join 
Baptist volunteers on the job. 
A project that normally would 
have taken a year to organize 
was completed within a few 
months, just in time for stu-
dents to return in the fall. 

“One church could not 
have responded effectively 
to this need,” Anderson said. 
“But our churches working 
together have opened doors of 
witness to school workers and 
to those who live in the neigh-
borhood.”   

“We all bring something 
to the table to enhance the 
Kingdom of God,” Anderson 
said. He holds evangelism as 
the core essential element in 
any effective ministry. “Evan-
gelism is how we truly have 
an impact in our world. Hell is 
real and sometimes we need 
to be reminded of the urgency 
of salvation. It is a matter of 
eternity,” he said. “When our 
church members begin to 
think and act like their Father, 
then they can impact and 
change our world.”

For more information on the Na-
tional African American Fellow-
ship, the Southern Baptist Con-

vention or ministry opportunities 
go to www.sbc.net.

Baltimore Association pastor, Robert Anderson, 

provides leadership locally and nationally

“If God can adopt us into 
His family and call us His own, 
it is our hope that others con-
sider following His example 
by adopting a ‘fatherless’ child 
into their families.”

To raise awareness about 
adoption, the Chapmans co-
authored their 
fi rst children’s 
picture book, 
“Shaoey & 
Dot: Bug 
Meets Bun-
dle.” This fi rst 
installment in 
a series about 
adoption re-
tells Shaohan-
nah’s adoption 
adventure 
in a whimsi-
cal way. A 
portion of 
the proceeds 
of the book, 
distrib-
uted through 
Thomas Nel-
son, will go to 
support Shaohannah’s Hope.

Chapman concedes that 
the adoptions also have in-
spired his newest project, “All 
Things New,” his 14th record 
with Sparrow Records, which 
debuted on Sept. 21, 2004. 

The Chapmans’ efforts 
have been noticed. 

Along with other notables 
such as former boxer Muham-
mad Ali, Wendy’s Restaurant 
founder Dave Thomas and ac-
tor Bruce Willis, the Chapmans 
were honored in the Angels 
in Adoption™ Program spon-
sored by the Congressional Co-
alition on Adoption Institute. 
This nonprofi t, nonpartisan or-
ganization is dedicated to rais-
ing awareness about the tens of 

thousands of foster children in 
this country and the millions 
of orphans around the world 
in need of permanent, safe and 
loving homes. 

Angels in Adoption™ 
award winners are selected by 
members of the U.S. Congress 

to repre-
sent their 
states at a 
Washing-
ton-based 
gala given in 
their honor. 

CCAI is 
also a found-
ing partner 
of National 
Adoption 
Day, a collec-
tive national 
effort to 
raise aware-
ness about 
children 
in foster 
care wait-
ing to fi nd 
permanent 

families. Now in its fi fth year, 
National Adoption Day has 
celebrated adoption and has 
made the dreams of thousands 
of children come true by fi nal-
izing their adoptions.

On Saturday, Nov. 20, 2004, 
an unprecedented number of 
courts, judges, attorneys, child 
welfare agencies and advocates 
in all 50 states across America 
will fi nalize the adoptions of 
thousands of children from 
foster care and celebrate and 
honor all families who adopt.

Since its inception in 2000, 
National Adoption Day has 
grown from events in eight 
jurisdictions to now include 
events in all 50 states. In 2000, 
The Alliance for Children’s 

Rights created and organized 
the fi rst National Adoption Day 
with the generous support of 
the Freddie Mac Foundation 
and the Dave Thomas Founda-
tion for Adoption. 

National Adoption Day 
now is sponsored by a coali-
tion of national partners: 
The Alliance for Children’s 
Rights, Casey Family Services, 
Children’s Action Network, 
The Congressional Coalition 
on Adoption Institute, Dave 
Thomas Foundation for Adop-
tion, Freddie Mac Foundation 
and Target Corporation.

The growing support is 
necessary because there are ap-
proximately 542,000 children in 
foster care in the United States. 
Of these boys and girls, more 
than 126,000 of them are avail-
able for adoption.

In the State of Maryland 
for 2003, there were 9,341 
children in paid foster care 
(includes pre-adoptive place-
ments, regular foster care, 
group homes and therapeutic 
foster care), said Tim Durkin, 
public relations manager for 
Baptist Family & Children’s 
Services in Columbia, Md. 
Another 1,830 children were in 
kinship care, bringing the total 
to 11,171 in the system for that 
fi scal year. 

Those numbers dropped in 
2004 to 8,713 children in paid 
foster care and 1,823 children 
in kinship care, for a total of 
10,536 children, he said.  

In the State of Delaware, 
107 foster children were adopt-
ed in 2003. Another 73 foster 
children were adopted in 2004. 
Delaware is hosting several 
events to celebrate November 
as Foster Care Month in addi-
tion to National Adoption Day.  

Baptist Family & Children’s 
Services, which exists to give 
a new start to kids and fami-
lies in the mid-Atlantic region, 
served a total of 58 kids in ther-
apeutic foster care during 2003. 
Four of those children were 
adopted that year. In 2004 they 
served 62 kids, four of whom 
were adopted that year.

One program geared to-
ward achieving that goal is 
CHOSEN Treatment Foster 
Care. CHOSEN is an acronym, 
which stands for Children of 
Special and Exceptional Need.  

“Each year, the State of 
Maryland refers about 60 chil-
dren to our care,” said Durkin.  
“These kids have been removed 
from the custody of their bio-
logical families due to abuse or 
neglect. CHOSEN trains profes-
sional foster parents in tech-
niques that help these neglected 
kids heal and grow.” 

Durkin said that Treatment 
Foster Care (also sometimes 
called Therapeutic Foster Care) 
is a temporary solution: the goal 
is to have these kids adopted or 
reunifi ed with their biological 
family within 18 months. To be 
reunifi ed with their biological 
families, the biological parents 
must demonstrate to the court 
system that they have improved 
as parents and are capable of 
properly caring for their child 
again, he said.

Beyond CHOSEN, BFCS 
serves churches cooperating in 
the BCM/D by offering a 24-
hour crisis hotline staffed by 
social workers and counselors. 
They serve churches by serving 
the families and kids in need in 
those churches, Durkin added.

BFCS provides a “visible 
gospel” to many in the 
Maryland/Delaware area.

Chapman enjoys a quiet moment 

with Maria, age one, the newest 

arrival in the Chapman family.

Chapman sees adoption as the “visible gospel”
continued from page one

“Until 

we adopted 

Shaohannah, 

I didn’t fully 

understand the 

depth of what 

Jesus has done for 

us. I was hopeless 

without a future, 

without a name… 

then Jesus came 

into my life, gave 

me hope and a 

future. He gave me 

a new name.” 

—Steven Curtis 

Chapman
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By Shannon Baker 
National Correspondent

[Editor’s Note: In focusing 
attention on ministry half a world 
away, International Mission Board 
missionary, Larry Moon, gives 
BaptistLIFE readers an opportuni-
ty to eavesdrop on a recent conver-
sation, one that he penned himself 
as he assisted with the story.]

UFA, Bashkortostan – Lar-
ry Moon sat glumly with his 
friend, Stas, the pastor of the 
Ufa Bible Church, commiserat-
ing over a royal cheeseburger 
at a newly opened McDonalds. 

For nearly two years, the 
International Mission Board 
missionary had served with his 
wife, Josie, as church planting 
apprentices in Ufa, the capital 
city of Bash-
kortostan, a 
semi-autono-
mous repub-
lic, which is 
nestled against 
the southern 
end of the Ural 
Mountains. 

And for 
the past six 
months he had 
increasingly 
focused his 
attention on Si-
pailovo, a bed-
room region 
of Ufa with 
100,000 souls 
and no church 
or evangelical 
witness. 

But, it all 
seemed for 
naught. 

Larry and 
Stas had met 
with school 
administrators, 
head librarians, 
business own-
ers, café man-
agers, and even 
a strip joint owner, in search of 
rentable space for Bible studies 
and worship, but had been de-
nied at every turn. 

This morning’s meeting 
at a public housing offi ce was 
no different. There just did not 
seem to be any rentable space 
for “religious” people in Si-
pailovo. 

“It doesn’t help when the 
Muslim government runs tele-
vision ads warning people not 
to rent space to anyone who is 
not a Muslim or an Orthodox 
believer,” Larry said. “But, at 
least we still have freedom of 
religion,” Stas said. 

“Yeah, we’re free to be-
lieve, but if we are denied any 
place to meet it pretty much 
nips any ministry in the bud,” 
Larry answered.

“The lack of affordable, 
available space has got to be 
the biggest obstacle to minis-
try in Ufa,” Larry said. 

“To me, it is the notion 
that one’s faith is determined 
by one’s ethnicity,” Stas coun-
tered. “If you are Bashkir or 
Tartar then you are a Muslim 
and if you are a Russian then 
you are an Orthodox by virtue 
of birth.” 

“And if you are not Mus-
lim or Orthodox, then you are 
a sektant (a cultist),” Larry 
added.  “Exactly,” Stas said, 
“And I fi nd that not only offen-
sive, but deceptive.” 

“Here’s to cultists like us,” 
Larry quipped, taking a drink 
of his Coca-cola. “Of course, 
I am not only a cultist, but a 
foreign deceiver,” Larry said 
with a smile. 

“We were told for over 
70 years that foreigners have 
evil intentions at best, and at 
worst, they wanted our land 
and resources,” Stas said. 

“And besides this,” he 
continued, “We are a pride-
ful people. We lost the cold 
war, and unfortunately, the 
majority of Russians blame 
America.” 

“Trying to get people to 
trust me and allay their fears 
that I am here deceiving is like 
trying to dig a hole in water,” 
Larry said. 

“But, I am glad you are 
here, my friend,” Stas said. 

And as the American de-
tailed the Russian Baptists’ 
refusal to accept apartment 
churches, their insistence that 
before there can be a church 
there must be a building, 
their rejection of all ideas not 
considered “nashi” or ours 
(i.e. Russian) and the offense 
they take when one suggests 
that perhaps things might 
be done better another way, 
tears welled up in his Russian 
friend’s eyes. As a member of 
an independent denomination 
that broke away from the Obe-
dinenie over methodology, 
Stas, like Larry, has felt the 
sting of their Russian broth-
ers’ rejection. 

The Association churches 
are plateaued. Association 
church planting has stalled. 
But they do not need any out-
side advice or direction. The 
two men discarded their trash 
and walked outside. “Why do 
you think we continue?” Stas 
asked. 

“Because God called us to 
this people,” Larry answered, 
“and because even after all we 
just talked about, God loves 
the peoples of Ufa.” 

And so it is, though the 
Moons serve in the Central 
and Eastern Europe region 
(CEE), one of the most un-
responsive of the IMB’s 11 

regions, and in the Central 
and Eastern Russian Field, the 
most unresponsive fi eld in 
CEE, it is the love of God for 
the Russian people that drives 
them. Led by Chris and Eileen 
Carr, strategy coordinators for 
the Russian speaking people 
of the mega-city of Ufa, Team 
Ufa lives and works amidst 
a people who are mostly ei-
ther nominal Sunni Hanafi  
Muslims, nominal Orthodox, 
or scientifi c materialists. Al-
though the majority of the 
population in the Republic 
is comprised of Bashkir and 
Tartar Muslims, Russians pre-
dominate in the capital city of 
Ufa. 

As of June 2004, there were 
25 Baptist churches and about 

8,000 known evangelical be-
lievers (1,000 of which are Bap-
tists) in Bashkortostan, which 
is comprised of 4,090,000 mil-
lion inhabitants. If you do the 
math, evangelical believers 
number less than 1 percent of 
the population. 

In light of the challenge be-
fore them, Team Ufa has a pas-
sion to work with God to see 
a church-planting movement 
sweep through the Republic 
by 2010. Their ultimate goal is 
to produce “churches planting 
churches” with indigenous 
leadership through ongoing 
training/mentoring. 

They anticipate seeing 
their vision become reality 
through the development of 
a global prayer and advocacy 
strategy, massive sowing of 
the gospel through every 
possible means, the mobiliza-
tion of further personnel and 
resources and the eventual 
planting of new self-support-
ing, reproducing, propagating 
churches. 

The effort, though very 
diffi cult, is necessary, said 
Emmanuel Ephraim, the as-
sociate pastor of First Church, 
Laurel, Md. (the Moon’s home 
church), who mentored the 
Moons while they were in 
Maryland. 

First Church, Laurel, helps 
defray a portion of the rent 
for Grace Church, Team Ufa’s 

small church plant and sends 
along much appreciated care 
packages on a regular basis. 
The church is also planning 
to take 5-15 people in the late 
summer or early fall of 2005 
to do street and playground 
evangelism, humanitarian 
work, leadership and evange-
lism mobilization seminars 
and otherwise work with 
the Baptist churches, said 
Ephraim. 

Ufa is the heart of Bash-
kortostan. It is situated on a 
bluff between two rivers some 
726 miles east of Moscow sur-
rounded by a vast but fertile 
plain. Ufa is one of a handful 
of former Soviet-controlled 
regions, which now has con-
siderably more autonomy than 

most other re-
gions of Russia. 

And yet, 
the Republic, 
founded in the 
early 1990s and 
home to 112 
nationalities, is 
one with great 
spiritual needs. 
Moon reports 
that 50 percent 
of the Republic’s 
male population 
is addicted to 
either alcohol or 
drugs. AIDS is 
becoming pan-
demic. There 
continues to 
be a fracturing 
of the Russian 
family structure 
with divorce 
growing at an 
alarming rate. 

“There is a 
mile wide and 
an inch deep 
spirituality 
that imbues life 
here,” Moon 
said. People are 

religious without knowing 
anything about their religion 
or without any commitment 
to the tenets of their faith. 
Only 5 percent of the Muslims 
and Orthodox believers in 
Bashkortostan go to either the 
cathedral or the mosque more 
than one time a year. And 
there is a pervasive emptiness 
and lack of hope culture wide, 
he added. 

In spite of all the dif-
fi culties the ministry faces, 
Ephraim knows that God will 
receive His glory, using men 
like Larry Moon to make sure 
His name is being heard. “I 
am delighted that Larry and 
Josie are out there ministering. 
They are putting their heart 
and soul into the work.” He 
added, “The Moons are doing 
something that we couldn’t do 
ourselves. When we replicate 
ourselves, we are able to do 
more. That is what discipleship 
is all about – reproducing and 
bearing fruit through others.” 

Chris Carr, ever the strat-
egist, said, “If you’d like to 
help us in this God-sized 
task, then visit our website at 
www.help4ufa.com. Pray for 
the efforts of our team to reach 
the people of Ufa, and/or co-
labor with us for a week or 
two here in Ufa as we seek to 
provide a hope for every heart 
and a church planting move-
ment for every people.’”

Maryland couple work tirelessly in Russian mission field

Larry and Josie Moon (left), International Mission Board church planting apprentices in Ufa, Bash-

kortostan, work with Chris and Eileen Carr (right), strategy coordinators for the Russian speaking 

people of Ufa. First Church, Laurel, helps to support the Moon’s ministry by providing a portion of 

the rent for the Ufa congregation.

Discovery 
Trips 2005

The Baptist 
Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware 
will be offering the 
following Discovery 
Trips for potential 
team leaders for 2005 
(all dates and costs 
are tentative):

The purpose of 
the trips is to help 
churches and pastors 
plan for mission trips 
and partnerships.  
Limited numbers can 
be taken on each trip.

Mexico
Feb. 7-11
Cost:  $900
Deposit deadline: 
Dec. 6

West Africa
March 7-16
Cost:  $2,000
Deposit deadline:  
Jan. 3

Scotland
April 1-7
Cost:  $1,200-1,500
Deposit deadline:  
Jan. 31

Middle East
Call for details
Deposit deadline: 
Jan. 5

For more 
information or to 
register, call Dan 
Sheffi eld, partnership 
missions coordinator 
at (800) 525-2241 or 
email: 
missiontrips@aol.com, 
or visit us online at 
www.yourbcmd.org/
missions.
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Baptist Family staff swung 
into action immediately, help-
ing Quetsy identify likely jobs 
and staging mock interviews 
to help her prepare. In short 
order, Quetsy had a job inter-
view with a local Head Start 
program and was hired on the 
spot.

Baptist Family donors 
came forward with funding to 
buy Quetsy a car, and another 
donor, who owns a car dealer-
ship, gave Quetsy very chari-
table pricing on a vehicle.

The legal issue was more 
complicated. Quetsy needed le-
gal representation in Alabama, 
and the court hearing the case 
was not inclined to postpone. 
Baptist Family staff searched 
for resources. They contacted 
the National Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence, the Mary-
land Volunteer Law Service 
and the Hispanic Interest Co-
alition, among others.  None of 
these organizations could offer 
the help that Quetsy needed.

Then staff contacted Rich-
ard Alford in the Language 
Missions offi ce of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. He re-
ferred Quetsy to Baptist Fam-
ily & Children’s Ministries of 
Alabama and the Samford Uni-
versity Law Clinic. Chris Doss 
from Samford read an expla-

nation of the case and agreed 
to represent Quetsy free of 
charge. He has since won the 
case for her.

With a job, a car and her 
legal troubles behind her, 
Quetsy could concentrate on 
moving her family out of the 
shelter where they were living.  
On Oct. 15, after saving a great 
deal of her fi rst paychecks 
from Head Start, and with 
some fi nancial help from BFCS 
and First Church, Dundalk, 
Quetsy’s family moved into 
their new home. Members of 
Friendship Church, Sykesville, 
(Mid-Maryland Association) 
and First Church, Dundalk, 
(Baltimore Association) agreed 
to host housewarming par-
ties to help Quetsy furnish her 
family’s new Baltimore apart-
ment.

Through all of this, Quetsy 
attended worship services at 
First Church regularly, partici-
pating in Bible studies and a 
new members’ class. Because 
the entire Baptist community 
reached out to embrace her 
family, Quetsy and her kids, in 
turn, embraced Baptists.

“I know that the Lord will 
get us through,” she said. We 
need to surrender everything. 
The Lord puts us in situations 
to help us grow and I feel He’s 

defi nitely done that with me. 
I have seen the fruits of the 
Spirit and how God works 
through brothers and sisters of 
the Lord.”

The partners in the Em-
brace Baltimore project aim to 
multiply stories like this one, to 
serve Christ by reaching thou-
sands of souls in Baltimore 
City.

Embrace Baltimore focuses 
on making a major impact for 
Christ in Baltimore City. Em-
brace Baltimore is a network 
of partnerships between the 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware, Baptist 
Family & Children’s Services 
and Baltimore, Arundel, Mid-
Maryland and Susquehanna 
Associations. It brings together 
173 Baltimore area churches 
and the energy and resources 
of 46,000 Southern Baptists to 
strengthen churches and to 
create safer neighborhoods, 
healthier families and happier 
lives.

The individual building 
block of the Embrace Baltimore 
project is a one-to-one partner-
ship between churches located 
in and around Baltimore City. 
Nearly 30 of these partnerships 
(representing nearly 60 church-
es) are currently forming.  

In these partnerships, 
churches collaborate to dis-
tribute charitable assistance 
to Baltimore communities, to 
create special events to grow 
city churches and to under-
take prayer ministries. The 
partnerships are fl exible and 
adaptable to the strengths of 
the partner churches and the 
needs of the populations they 
serve. 

In August and September, 
partner churches located in 
Baltimore City and the sur-
rounding counties provided 
back-to-school supplies for 
nearly 700 kids. Using Balti-
more City churches as dis-
tribution centers, this project 
offered families in need a 
compassionate, welcoming in-
troduction to Baptist life.

In reaching out to the com-
munities, churches are fi nd-
ing innovative ways to serve 
Christ and to grow

Churches wishing to par-
ticipate in the Embrace Balti-
more project are encouraged 
to send an email inquiry to 
embrace@baptistfamily.org.

Additional reporting for this 
story was provided by Christie 

Andersen, BSW, of Baptist Fam-
ily & Children’s Services and 
Sharon Mager, BaptistLIFE.

Bob Gerstmyer

BFCS Executive Director

For more information 
about BFCS, or to ask 
questions or comment 

on articles on this page, 
please call BFCS 
Public Relations 

Associate, Tim Durkin 
(410) 872-1050 ext. 143 

Baptist Family and 

Children’s Services  
7175 Columbia 

Gateway Dr., Suite F 
Columbia, MD 21046

Phone: 
(410) 872-1050    
(800) 621-8834 

Fax: 
(410) 872-1047 

E-mail: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org
Online: 

www.baptistfamily.org

Would you like to be on 
our email list? 

Send a message to: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org

Baptists cooperating at all levels change lives
continued from page one

By Colleen Dougherty

If one word could describe 
the growth of the Good 
Samaritan Network (GSN) 

since its launch in March, 2004, 
it would be “miraculous.” 
Nearly every month, we offer 
a glimpse at the work happen-
ing in GSN every day. Quetsy’s 
story (see p. 1) illustrates the 
collaborative power of the will 
of God, a courageous family, 
a compassionate case worker 
and an embracing church. 

GSN offers three core ser-
vices to pastors and to families 
like Quetsy’s in the Baptist 
community: Information and 
Referral (I&R), Wraparound 
services and the GSN Crisis 
Response Hotline. Further-
more, GSN has participated in 
church partnerships through 
EMBRACE that have already 
impacted nearly 700 children 
and their families for Christ in 
Baltimore City. 

Our first contact with 
a family in need is often 
through the I&R line. GSN 
Community Outreach Manag-
ers locate resources to meet the 
needs of each caller, regardless 
of geography. 

The most common I&R 
calls are for utility assistance, 
food pantries, homeless shel-
ters and eviction notices. Since 
March, we have answered 174 
I&R calls, representing 51 Md./
Del. churches and organiza-
tions. The I&R number is (800) 
621-8834, ext. 113.

Wraparound services are 
for families in need of on-going 
intervention. A family who is 
committed to changing their 
lives is “wrapped” in the sup-
port of their church, friends 
and community resources. 
Wraparound teams help 
strengthen a family’s support 
system and increase their self-
sufficiency. 

Since March, GSN has pro-
vided Wraparound services to 
29 families from 17 churches 
in six associations. We have 
addressed issues of domestic 
violence, homelessness, single 
parenting, teen pregnancy and 
runaways. Although referrals 
for Wraparound sometime 
come directly from families, 
the input of the pastor is a criti-
cal component of the referral 
process. 

The GSN Crisis Response 
Hotline was implemented in 

July, 2004, with a commitment 
to providing 24-hour support, 
guidance and emergency re-
sources to pastors and church 
leaders. Fifty churches, rep-
resenting 11 associations are 
currently registered to use the 
hotline. 

Although registration is 
not required, we encourage 
churches to register so that 
GSN staff members can serve 
them more efficiently. To regis-
ter for the GSN Crisis Response 
Hotline, please request a reg-
istration form from Colleen 
Dougherty, director of GSN, at 
(800) 621-8834, ext. 118.

Churches that have 
begun using the 24-
Hour Crisis Hotline 
(listed by Association)

Arundel Association
Emmanuel – Gambrills
Elvaton – Millersville  
First Church – Edgewater 
Patapsco Valley Community
   Church – Glen Burnie 
Weems Creek – Annapolis 

Baltimore Association
Catonsville – Catonsville
First Church – Dundalk 
First Church – Lansdowne 
Foundations Christian Faith 
   – Baltimore  (joining BBA)
Freedom Church – Baltimore 
Gethsemane Bible  – Baltimore 
   (joining BBA)
Hazelwood – Baltimore 
Immanuel – Baltimore 
Middle River – Baltimore 
Northeast – Baltimore 
Northside – Baltimore 
Second & Fourth – Baltimore 
Valley – Lutherville 

Delaware Association
First Southern – Dover, DE

Greensboro – Greensboro 

Eastern Association
First Church – Cambridge 
First Church – Girdletree 
First Church – Princess
   Anne 
Lynnhaven – Pocomoke City 
Oak Ridge – Salisbury 

Miscellaneous Association
Grace – Westminster 
United – New Carrollton 

Mid-Maryland Association
Bethel – Ellicott City 
Faith – Hampstead 
First Church – Savage  
Forest Christian Fellowship   
   – Upperco 
Rolling Hills – Clarksville 

Montgomery Association
Germantown – Germantown 
Global Mission Church of 
Greater Washington – Silver 
   Spring 
Greenridge – Clarksville 

Potomac Association
Callaway – Callaway 
Dunkirk – Dunkirk 
First Church – Welcome 
Hughesville – Hughesville 
Indian Head – Indian Head 
Leonardtown – Leonardtown 

Prince Georges Association
Church of the Great
   Commission – Camp Springs 
Faith – Laurel 
Maryland City – Laurel 
Village – Bowie 

Susquehanna Association
Calvary – Bel Air 
First Church – Perryville 
North Harford  – Jarrettsville 

Western Association
First Church – Westernport 
LaVale – LaVale 

Churches begin using GSN crisis hotline
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BASS PLAYER — PROXIM-
ITY, the BCM/D Praise Band, 
is seeking a bass guitar player. 
Applicant must be a member of 
a BCM/D church and will need 
to audition for the position. 
Must be able to read from chord 
charts and be experienced at 
performing in a praise and wor-
ship setting. Spiritual maturity 
is highly valued. If you are 
interested, please email Cindy 
Barlock at barlockc@aol.com.

MINISTER OF MUSIC — Part-
time to lead choir and congre-
gational music. Reisterstown 
Baptist Church, 25 E. Chestnut 
Hill Lane, Reisterstown, MD 
21136. Send resume to church 
or phone (410) 833-0149.

MINISTER OF WORSHIP 
— The First Baptist Church of 
Frederick, Maryland is search-
ing for a person to fill the 
full-time position of Minister 
of Worship. We are looking for 

an energetic, team-oriented 
individual with demonstrated 
expertise and passion for both 
traditional worship, which 
includes an adult choir, and 
contemporary worship, which 
includes a praise band. 

First Church, Frederick, is 
a fast-growing church located 
in a fast-growing area within 
50 miles of both Baltimore and 
Washington, D.C. We cooper-
ate with the SBC, the Coop-
erative Baptist Fellowship, 
and the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware. 

We offer both traditional 
and contemporary worship, 
and plan to relocate in the next 
few years to a 38-acre site three 
miles from the present down-
town location. 

We seek to be Light Un-
leashed: a church whose life 
and good works are so com-
pelling to the world around it 
that the community is drawn 
to God through its irresistible 
influence. 

For more information 
about the church, our website 

is www.firstfrederick.org., or 
you may send inquiries to the 
address below.

Dr. Larry Eubanks, 217 Dill 
Avenue, Frederick, MD 21701 
or via email to larry@firstfrede
rick.org.

MINISTRY SERVICES OF-
FERED — WordSong and 
PrayerPath Ministries offer 
concerts, prayer conferences 
and customized multi-media 
presentations for a variety of 
occasions. For available dates 
and/or more information, 
contact Roy Thomas at (410) 
866-6835 or via email at wordso
ngministries@yahoo.com.

PIANIST/ORGANIST AVAIL-
ABLE — Pianist/organist 
available for substitute 
or permanent position.  Com-
mitted Christian, experienced 
accompanist, ordained min-
ister experienced in contem-
porary, traditional or blended 
services.  Lives near College 

Park, Md.  Contact Harold 
Watson at (240) 603-9565 or 
wilsonuf@aol.com.

RETREAT TO THE OCEAN 
— The Baptist Retreat Cen-
ter in Ocean City is available 
for Fall – Spring Retreats. We 
can accommodate groups as 
large as 65. For more info, call 
(410) 289-6573 or check http:
\\www.OCBaptist.org.

BAPTIST COMMUNICATORS 
ASSOCIATION SCHOLAR-
SHIP — The BCA is offering 
three $1,000 undergrad student 
scholarships and one $500 
graduate student scholarship 
for the Spring 2005-2006 aca-
demic year. The dealine for ap-
plications is December 3, 2004. 
Visit www.baptistcommunicat
ors.org for more information.  

MAIL, E-MAIL, 

OR FAX YOUR AD 

– Deadlines are the 

second Friday of each 

month for the 

following month’s 

issue. Classified 

advertising is 75 cents 

per word ($18.00 

minimum) for BCM/D 

churches and church 

members; 85 cents 

per word ($20.00 

minimum) for non-

profit organizations; 

and 95 cents per word 

($25.00 minimum) 

for commercial 

organizations. Word 

count does not 

include words with 

two letters or less. 

Contact us for display 

ad pricing. 

To Place an AdEmployment

Miscellaneous

Saturday, January 29, 2005, 9 AM-3 PM
Glen Burnie Baptist Church

$10 per person (includes lunch)
$75 per church (10 conferees or more)
Childcare provided for an additional 
cost. Ask about our family rate!

A special time of discovery about children through 
workshops and seminars for parents, teachers, leaders 
and others involved in children’s ministries.

For more information contact (800) 466-5290, 
ext. 218, gnoda@bcmd.org or visit us online 
at www.yourbcmd.org/homefi eld.

visit us online at www.yourbcmd.org/acts2centre

2005

courses

online now!
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