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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

DOVER, Del. — The Bap-
tist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware’s 169th annual 
meeting offi cially began on 
Monday, Nov. 15, at the Shera-
ton Inn in Dover, Del., but 
the Sunday night pre-conven-
tion worship service set the 
tone for the two-day event. 
Hispanics, Koreans, Afri-
can Americans and Anglos 
worshipped God, blending 
cultures, styles and music. At 
one point the congregation 
sang “Lord I Lift Your Name 
on High” in both Spanish and 
English, simultaneously and 
with smiles and tears.

The meeting theme was 
“A Great Open Door, Answer-
ing God’s Call.” As messen-
gers and visitors arrived, the 
rich diversity and ethnicity of 
Maryland/Delaware dramati-
cally put a face on partnership 
missions and the Great Com-
mission. When missionaries 
from Mexico, Scotland and 
the Middle East shared their 
hearts, visions, sacrifi ces and 
victories, the congregation got 
a peak inside the door.

Messengers elected offi -
cers, passed recommendations 
and approved the BCM/D and 
Skycroft budgets.

James Nichols, pastor of 
Faith Church, Glen Burnie, 
was elected the new BCM/D 
president; Lyn O’Berry, pas-
tor of Linthicum Church, fi rst 
vice-president; and Robert 
Lilly, pastor of Catonsville 
Church, second vice president. 
Messengers also re-elected 
Gayle Clifton, pastor of Olney 
Church, recording secretary 
and Bill George, pastor of 
Kensington Church, as assis-
tant recording secretary. 

Five hundred fi fty-eight 
messengers and visitors 
mingled, greeted brothers and 
sisters in Christ and picked up 
information and “goodies” at 
ministry booths. Doug Dubois 
and his staff from Skycroft 
Conference Center gave out 
the famous “Skycroft Cookies” 
along with information about 
Skycroft’s upcoming events. 
The Middle East booth had 
fresh dates to taste and black 
veils to try on while inhaling 
the pungent scent of frankin-
cense.

BCM/D would like 
to thank the members of 
Ogletown Church; First South-
ern Church, Dover; and First 
Church, Kent Island, for their 
many hours of childcare dur-
ing the annual meeting.

BCM/D partnerships open doors to 
the world: 2004 BCM/D Annual Meeting wrap-up

continued on page four

The Sunday night preconvention worship service set the tone 

for the 2004 BCM/D annual meeting. Hispanic, Korean, African 

American and Anglo Christians worshipped God, blending cultures, 

styles and music. First Korean Church, Dover, Del., provided the 

music and colorful dance for the Korean portion of the program.

Baltimore City Council president applauds 
MD/DE Baptists for getting involved

By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

BALTIMORE, Md. — 
Sheila Dixon said that she 
believes. Not only does she pro-
fess to have a personal relation-
ship with her Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ, she also “believes” 
in Baltimore, borrowing a term 
from her colleague, Baltimore 
City Mayor Martin O’Malley’s 
campaign to rejuvenate the city. 

Recently reelected as the 
Baltimore City Council presi-
dent, the second highest elected 

offi cial in the city’s govern-
ment, Dixon, a Baltimore na-
tive said the next obvious step 
for her and for those who are 
committed to seeing Baltimore 
change is to EMBRACE the city 
they serve. 

Her remarks highlighted 
the EMBRACE Baltimore Ban-
quet held Oct. 29 at the World 
Trade Center to announce a 
major new initiative by South-
ern Baptists to better serve the 
churches, communities and cit-
izens of Baltimore. The banquet 
also served as a celebration of 
Baptist Family & Children’s 
Services return to the city after 
a 41-year absence.  

In July 2005, BFCS will re-
locate from Columbia, Md., to 
the Hampden neighborhood of 
Baltimore, enabling Southern 
Baptists to have a stronger and 
more effective base of opera-
tions for family ministry and 
related services within the city.

The EMBRACE Baltimore 
Banquet was co-sponsored by 
BFCS, the Baptist Convention 
of Maryland/Delaware and 

the Baltimore, Arundel, Mid-
Maryland and Susquehanna 
Associations, representing 173 
Southern Baptist churches and 
nearly 50,000 Southern Baptists 
in the Baltimore metropolitan 
area.

In her greeting to the 250 
banquet attendees, Dixon ap-
plauded the efforts of BFCS 
to help shape families in and 
around Baltimore. She pre-
sented BFCS executive director, 
Bob Gerstmyer, an offi cial reso-
lution recognizing the agency 
and BCM/D for their commit-
ment to Baltimore.

Maryland Senator Barbara 
Mikulski also sent greetings 
through her staff person, Mi-
chelle Brown. In her letter, 
Mikulski said that “Embrace 
Baltimore heralds a bright new 
day of hope.” She acknowl-
edged BFCS’s commitment 
to the “ministry of serving, 
always instilling a hope by 
giving families and children a 
new start.”

continued on page eight

Baltimore City Council president, Sheila Dixon, presents Baptist 

Family and Children’s Services executive director, Bob Gerstmyer, an 

official resolution recognizing the agency and the Baptist Convention 

of Maryland/Delaware for their commitment to Baltimore.

P
h

o
to

 C
re

d
it: S

h
a

n
n

o
n

 B
a

k
e

r

P
h

o
to

 C
re

d
it: S

h
a

n
n

o
n

 B
a

k
e

r

December 2004
www.yourbcmd.org/BLDec04

Want to see more 

photos from the 2004 

annual meeting? Visit 

“www.yourbcmd.org/

photos” 



David Lee

BCM/D 

Executive Director

Bob Simpson

BaptistLIFE Editor,

BCM/D Director of 

Communications

BaptistLIFE (ISSN 331-640) is 
published monthly except January as a 
Cooperative Program ministry of the 
Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware

Postmaster: Send address changes to:
10255 Old Columbia Road
Columbia, MD 21046-1716
(Phone) 800.466.5290 ext. 245
(Fax) 410.290.6627
(E-mail) iwhite@bcmd.org

BaptistLIFE Staff
Bob Simpson                                                       Editor

Iris White                                            Associate Editor

Sean Copley                                            Design Editor

Sharon Mager                                           Staff Writer

Shannon Baker                    National Correspondent

Todd Hampson                                Graphic Designer

Keith Stephenson                  Backpage Coordinator

Sherry Lee                                  Advisor to the Editor

Address Change: Send the new address with the old 
mailing label at least three weeks prior to move.

Advertising Rates are available. We do not 
automatically accept all advertising. We typically accept 

ads for services provided to Maryland and Delaware 
Baptists related to or assisting in starting new churches 
and strengthening existing ones. Acceptance of 
advertising does not constitute an endorsement of any 
advertiser’s products or services.

Deadlines for news and advertising is the end of day 
on the 2nd Friday of the month preceding the next issue. 

Subscription: Free of charge by request to members 
of the BCM/D churches; outside BCM/D churches and 
members, $10 per year; BackPage Program: $20 per 
issue.

We Welcome letters from readers, press releases and 
photo topics of interest to Maryland/Delaware Baptists. 
Digital photos sent electronically are preferred. If you 

send glossy prints, please include a SASE for return.
Letters to the Editor (LTTE) do not reflect the views 
or opinions of BaptistLIFE. We prefer letters from 
Maryland and Delaware. Only letters marked clearly 
for publication as a LTTE, signed and with addresses 
will be considered. Please include a daytime telephone 
number for verification purposes. Letters may not 
exceed 300 words and are subject to editing. Letters 
attacking churches or individuals will not be published. 
Letters will be edited for clarity, BaptistLIFE style, 
and space considerations, but not for content. We regret 
that we cannot respond to all letters not accepted for 
publication.

BaptistLIFE is a member of the Association of State 
Baptist Papers and is printed by The Daily Record, Bel 
Air, Md.

BaptistLIFE 
Serving Baptists since 1849

Volume 87                                                 Number 11

Can it really be Christmas 
already? The year has 
fl own by once again and 

we stand on the eve of Advent 
once more. It is always a chal-
lenge to realize that another year 
is dawning before us. The cur-
rent of life continues to carry us 
along. It seems to be going faster 
and faster all the time. In Psalm 
90:12, the Psalmist says, “Teach us 
to number our days aright, that we 
may gain a heart of wisdom.”

Wisdom! Am I wiser this 
year than I was last year this 
time? Actually, I think so. 

I do know that, at this junc-
ture of my life, I am unreserved-
ly and unashamedly certain that 
God is working directly in my 
life every day. Even as my days 
fl y by, I have gained the wisdom 
to know that He is quietly work-

ing behind the scenes of my life 
both for my good and His glory. 
A retrospective of years gone by 
clearly confi rms His personal 
participation in our journey.

Christmas always reminds 
me that God is not out there 
somewhere unaware, unin-
volved, or uncaring. Years ago, 
singer Bette Midler popularized 
a song entitled, “From A Dis-
tance” which states:

“God is watching us, God is 
watching us. God is watching us…
from a distance.”

This song was a mega hit for 
Midler. It’s a nice song. But it is 
dead wrong about who God is in 
our lives! God is not just watch-
ing us from a distance. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. 

Christmas reminds us that 
God, who created everything 

there is, actually got personally 
involved in our lives. That’s re-
ally what Christmas is all about.  
George Barna, writing in his 
book, Think Like Jesus, states, 

“The initial evidence of His 
existence reveals that He is not, as 
the deists would claim, a dispas-
sionate creator who made the uni-
verse then disappeared to pursue 
other endeavors. The appearance on 
earth of God Himself, as the person 
of Jesus Christ, is tangible evidence 
not only of God’s existence but also 
of the value He places upon who we 
are and what we do.”

In January, 1874, the many 
friends of Frances Ridley Haver-
gal received a New Year’s greet-
ing with the heading, “A Happy 
New Year! Ever Such May It 
Be!” Following this greeting 
appeared her text, still consid-

ered to be one of the fi nest New 
Year’s prayers ever written:

“Another year is dawning, 
Dear Father, let it be, in working or 
in waiting another year with Thee; 
another year of progress, another 
year of praise, another year of prov-
ing Thy presence all the days.

Another year of service, of wit-
ness for Thy love; another year of 
training for holier work above. An-
other year is dawning, Dear Father, 
let it be, on earth, or else in heaven, 
another year for Thee. Amen.”

Amen, Frances Havergal!  
From all of us at BaptistLIFE, 
have a wonderful Christmas 
and a new year full of renewed 
purpose and passionate service 
focused on Bethlehem’s tiny 
baby who was Heaven’s match-
less King!

A calm assurance is a wise anchor for the holidays

By Wendy Ashley

DALLAS — For more than 
20 years, GuideStone Financial 
Resources of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention (Annuity Board) 
has been providing a way for 
Southern Baptists to help wid-
ows in need.

Scripture gives specifi c in-
structions to Christians to take 
care of widows. James 1:27 says 
Pure and undefi led religion before 
God and the Father is this: to visit 
orphans and widows in their trou-
ble, and to keep oneself unspotted 
from the world. (NKJV)

GuideStone’s Adopt An 
Annuitant ministry serves as a 
channel through which South-
ern Baptists can fulfi ll this scrip-
ture by helping to provide fi nan-
cial support for retired ministers 
and widows in need.

“About two-thirds of the 
people who are helped through 
the Adopt An Annuitant min-
istry are widows,” said Guide-
Stone president O.S. Hawkins. 
“Many of these widows worked 
alongside their husbands for 

decades, teaching Sunday school 
and supporting their husbands’ 
ministries. Now they face the 
future with uncertainty because 
of fi nancial concerns.

Churches can extend a hand 
to widows in need by making a 
gift to the Adopt An Annuitant 
ministry. “We depend greatly 
on the churches, Sunday school 
classes and individuals who 
give unselfi shly to the minis-
try,” Hawkins said. “Without 
the generosity of Southern 
Baptists, many of these widows 
would be unable to meet the ex-
penses of daily living.”

If you know of a widow of 
a Southern Baptist minister or 
denominational employee who 
may meet the guidelines of the 
Adopt An Annuitant program, 

you can help by referring them 
to the ministry. The guidelines 
and a referral form can be 
found on GuideStone’s Web site 
at www.GuideStone.org. “Many 
of the individuals who receive 
fi nancial support from the 
Adopt An Annuitant ministry 
would never have learned of the 
assistance available if it hadn’t 
been for a caring pastor, deacon, 
church member or friend who 
stepped in to help,” Hawkins 
said.

If you or your church are 
interested in making a gift to 
the Adopt An Annuitant minis-
try, you can get more informa-
tion at www.GuideStone.org. Or 
you can contact GuideStone at 
1-800-262-0511 or by e-mail at 
adopt@GuideStone.org. 

Circle of ministry: Adopt An Annuitant progam

[Editor’s Note: This is an excerpt 
from David Lee’s message to the 
2004 BCM/D annual meeting. 
For a complete transcript, go to 
www.yourbcmd.org/waves.]

In Jeremiah 12 we catch 
Jeremiah grumbling and 
complaining to God. (Has 

someone ever caught you 
grumbling and complaining to 
God?) Jeremiah certainly had 
reason enough to complain. 
For decades he had been a 
faithful spokesman for God. 
But the more he talked, the 
less it seemed that people 
listened to him. He experienced 
poverty, persecution, abuse and 
imprisonment as a prophet, 
but nothing seemed to move. 
On the other hand, it appeared 
to him that the wicked were 
growing happier and more 
prosperous every day.

So Jeremiah asked God the 
obvious question. “How long 
are you going to put up with 
this?” Do you have a feeling 
that he was really asking 
another question? “How long 
do I have to put up with this?” 

God’s response to Jeremiah was 
not what he wanted to hear and 
not what you and I like to hear 
when we are going through 
troublesome times.”

“Jeremiah, things are going 
to get worse!” Waves of trouble 
are headed your way. God, 
as he often does, then asked 
Jeremiah a question. “If you 
have raced with runners and 
they have worn you out, how 
can you compete with horses? If 
you stumble in a peaceful land, 
what will you do in the thickets 
of the Jordan?” The real issue 
was Jeremiah’s resolve and 
willingness to stay the course. 
There was good news, however. 
God told Jeremiah, “I am going 
to act. It will be in my time, 
not yours. And what I do will 
provide you and your people 
with great opportunities.” 

Have you ever noticed that 
trouble seems to come in waves 
and that waves of trouble do 
often provide God’s people with 
great opportunities for witness 
and growth?

I want to talk to you about 
waves. Sherry and I love the 

water. We especially like being 
on the seashore. The waves 
make all the difference. 

Some waves are soothing 
and refreshing and predictable. 
You can put your toes in that 
kind of water without fear. And, 
my, can you rest as you listen to 
the rhythmic movement of the 
waves? Waves can calm your 
soul. 

Some waves can knock 
you off balance if your footing 
is not secure. An undertow 
or undercurrent from an 
offshore storm makes those 
waves persistent, pulling and 
unpredictable. If sustained, 
erosion can occur.

Waves can destroy. This was 
a tough hurricane season. I have 
lived through a major hurricane 
on the Gulf Coast of Mississippi. 
I don’t need to do that again. 
I have seen the destructive 
power of a hurricane’s winds. 
But anyone who is a veteran of 
coastal storms will tell you that 
the most destructive force of a 
hurricane is the storm surge as 
the mighty wind pushes a wall 
of water on shore. 

The most destructive 
wave of all is the tidal wave or 
tsunami. Tidal waves are so 
powerful that they can literally 
change the landscape forever.

But you know what! If a 
person knows how to surf a 
wave, that wave can provide 
him with the ride of his life!

 I deem it extremely 
important in the work of the 
kingdom to analyze waves—
waves of a different kind. 
These waves can signal trouble. 
Like the other kind of waves, 
these waves can throw us off 
balance. They can erode our 
foundations. They can destroy. 
Some could even change 
our world as we know it. On 
the other hand, these waves 
can present opportunities. I 
want you to do some “wave-
watching” with me.

I see some waves 
approaching us which could 
greatly affect the way we do 
business as Maryland/Delaware 
Baptists. I learned the hard way 
the first rule for dealing with 
waves. “Never turn your back 
on a wave.”

Some waves can give you the ride of your life!

Waves approaching 

us that could 

greatly affect how 

we do business as 

MD/DE Baptists:

1) post modernity

2) amorality

3) the changing 

 landscape

4) the stirring of 

our cities

5) generation next

— David Lee
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Arundel Association

First Church, Shady Side, 
had a fall festival last month 
featuring hayrides, games, hot 
dogs, s’mores and world crafts. 

Glen Burnie Church had 
a one-day basic disaster relief 
training session last month. 

The church recently had 
a “super missions weekend” 
featuring missionaries, Clyde 
and Ann Berkley. The couple 
served in Kenya for 14 years 
following Clyde’s retirement 
from the army. They recently 
served in Harare, Zimbabwe. 
A Kenyan band from Power 
House Church, Upper Marl-
boro, kicked off the event. 

Grace Church, Pasadena, 
had an appreciation dinner to 
honor Doug Alberts, pastor of 
the church. Members gathered 
after service for light refresh-
ments. 

Baltimore Association

Catonsville Church or-
dained members Mike Knott 
and James Catoe to gospel 
ministry. 

The church recently had 
revival services featuring 
musician Bill Itzel and guest 
speaker Cocky Barrett. Barrett 
preached “How to be a Soul 
Winner.”

First Church, Dundalk, 
recently completed a fi nancial 
freedom seminar led by Bob 
Davis, an evangelist from Vir-
ginia. 

The church is prepar-
ing for its annual Christmas 
events, including a community 
Christmas dinner. Each year 
members host a covered dish 
dinner for the community on 
Christmas day. 

The church had a harvest 
party featuring magician 
Christian Graham. 

Rickey Bolden, former NFL 
Cleveland Browns football 
player was the speaker follow-
ing a pre-Thanksgiving dinner 
at Temple Church, Woodlawn.

Bolden was 28 years old 
when he left the NFL in the 
prime of his career, to follow 
a call to ministry. He attended 
and graduated seminary; then 
accepted a position as senior 
pastor of Southeastern Chris-
tian Fellowship, Washington, 
D.C. In addition, he began 
speaking regularly at Willow 
Creek’s Evangelism Confer-
ences. 

Recently, Bolden resigned 
his role as pastor and is focus-
ing on speaking to groups 
around the country. 

Middle River Church 
recently started a clothing 
ministry called “The Closet.” 
Twice a month dozens of 
people come to the church to 
sift through gently used cloth-
ing. The church also has a food 
gleaning ministry, gathering 
extras from local food stores to 
distribute to the needy in the 
community then sending extra 
to the Helping Up Ministry in 
Baltimore.

The church is planning its 
Christmas activities. Family 
night is Dec. 15 with a Christ-
mas dinner and fellowship. 
The cantata, “One Incredible 
Moment,” will be presented on 
Dec. 19 at 7 p.m. and Christmas 
Eve services will be held at      
5:30 and 7 p.m. 

The church is continuing 
its “bridge” services on the 
third Saturday of each month. 

The worship music is con-
temporary and the setting is 
relaxed. 

Looking toward 2005, Mid-
dle River Church will continue 
an emphasis on “Refocused 
Living.” Twenty-seven people 
went through a focused living 
retreat recently and about 15 
more are scheduled for another 
one. The church plans to work 
with Refocus for some intro-
spection and then move on to 
strategic planning. 

Dan Satterwhite, pastor 
of Middle River, and his wife, 
Marie, will be going to Thai-
land this month on a pleasure/
missions trip. They’ll visit their 
daughter, Rachel, a graphic 
artist for a Thailand Company, 
and also encourage missionar-
ies and work in an Internation-
al Church. 

Middle River is continuing 
its FAITH Sunday School pro-
gram. They’re also getting ready 
to begin Upward Basketball. 

Blue Ridge Association

Blue Ridge Association 
commemorated its 50th anni-
versary on Nov. 6 with a din-
ner and celebration during the 
fall meeting at First Church, 
Hagerstown. 

Delaware Association

Women from Ogletown 
Church, Newark, headed to 
Rehoboth Beach for some spiri-
tual refreshment last month. 
The special speaker was Dawn 
Smith Jordan, a Christian 
singer/songwriter, former Miss 
South Carolina and mother of 
two. 

Bethany Church, Wilm-
ington, will have its annual 
live nativity Dec. 17, 18 and 
19 beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
each evening. (This is a time 
change from last month’s 
AssociationLIFE).

Eastern Association 

Ocean City Church is 
preparing to break ground 
to build a $3.5 million multi-
purpose building to house the 
church and school. The new 
facility will provide a big-
ger place for worship, a high 
school, fellowship hall, cafete-
ria and gymnasium.

The Everly Hayes Baptist 
Women of Allen Memorial 
Church, Salisbury, received 
an offering of $800 for the Pure 
Water, Pure Love project. 

Pure Water, Pure Love 
is one very practical way 
WMU has of showing love 
and support to missionaries 
in places where safe water is 
not available. WMU provides 
missionaries with drip fi lters, 
hand-pump mini-fi lters, water 
treatment kits and/or water 
purifi cation kits, based on mis-
sionaries’ requests. 

About 1,000 people at-
tended the annual fall festival 
hosted by Oak Ridge Church, 
Salisbury. The event was an 
extraordinary success when 
compared to last year’s at-
tendance of 300. Children’s 
minister Janice Bailey said the 
increased number is due to the 
church’s move to a larger loca-
tion and to the incorporation of 
“Extreme Events” activities.

The church recently moved 
into an old furniture store that 
had been vacant for over ten 
years in a local strip center 

on Route 50. They’re renting 
the facility until they’re able 
to purchase property. But the 
rental is defi nitely working out. 

In the past, the church 
limited fall festival activities 
to pre-school children to sixth 
graders. This year they were 
able to open the door to every-
one. 

Bailey said the “Extreme 
Events,” which provides ac-
tivities like rock climbing and 
“Superslide,” worked well also. 

“God is just blessing this 
church tremendously,” Janice 
Bailey said. Bailey became the 
church’s full-time children’s 
minister in July. Oak Ridge 
added Morgan Hazel, to the 
staff as a full-time volunteer 
pastor of assimilation in Sep-
tember.

Mid Maryland Associat

Elkridge Church installed 
its new pastor, Roger Bridges, 
on Sept. 19. Bill Crowe, Mid-
Maryland director of missions, 
shared the message for the 
evening service. Members read 
and signed a covenant, dedi-
cating themselves to Kingdom 
work with the new pastor. 

South Columbia Church 
will join with Covenant and 
Tri-County churches for a 
Christmas musical presenta-
tion on Dec. 10, 11 and 12. 

The Trucking Ministry in 
Jessup needs volunteers. Chap-
lain Hoppy Hopkins needs 
people to preach on Sundays at 
11:30 a.m. and at 7 p.m. on the 
fi rst, second and fourth Sun-
days. He also needs volunteers 
to lead services on Wednesdays. 

Westminster Church has 
been busy with Christmastime 
mission work. They collected 
items to make bags for men at 
the Rescue Mission, decorated 
a hat, glove and sock tree and 
hosted a Christmas party for 
children in the community. 

Montgomery Association

Germantown Church will 
have a holiday senior citizen’s 
banquet on Dec. 12. The chil-
dren’s choir “King’s Kids” will 
share a special Christmas pre-
sentation at 6 p.m. on Dec. 12. 
Church members and friends 
will go Christmas caroling on 
Dec. 18. 

Potomac Association

Youth from Indian Head 
Church helped turn an old 
Cadillac into a “Jesus” car and 
won $100 and a trophy in a 
demolition derby. Jim Gerber, 
deacon and youth leader, ob-
tained the car for the youth 
and showed them how to paint 
it. They displayed the car for 
a week in front of the church 
and then took it to the Potomac 
Speedway for the demolition 
derby where it was driven 
backwards. The car won fi rst 
place in one of the heats.

Nanjemoy Church is com-
pleting the construction of a 
handicap ramp. The church 
raised the money for this 
through donations of several 
churches and members and 
through a quilt project. Mem-
bers bought squares of a quilt 
in memory or honor of a loved 
one. Church members sewed 
the quilt and its now on dis-
play at the church.

An anonymous donor gave 
$15,000 towards the purchase 

of a van. The van will be used 
for trips, outings, youth activi-
ties and other ministries. 

Nanjemoy’s Christmas 
service will be on Dec. 19. The 
choir will present the Christ-
mas musical “And It Came to 
Pass.” 

The Woman to Woman 
ministry at Potomac Heights 
Church will have a night out 
geared for single parents to 
give them an opportunity to go 
Christmas shopping.

Prince George’s Associat

Galilee Church, Suitland, 
recently celebrated its 50th an-
niversary with special worship 
services and a banquet. Sir 
Walter Mac, pastor of Union 
Church, Winston-Salem, N.C., 
was the guest speaker at the 
service. 

William Gray, a former 
United States Congressman 
and current pastor of Bright 
Hope Church, Philadelphia, 
Penn., was the guest speaker at 
the church banquet at Martin’s 
Crosswinds in Greenbelt. Win-
ston Chaney, host of a morning 
show on radio station WYCB 
was the Master of Ceremonies. 

The church is participat-
ing in the Angel Tree program, 
gathering gifts for the children 
of inmates. Shortly before 
Christmas, members will host 
a Christmas brunch for the in-
mates’ families and distribute 
the gifts. 

First Church, Laurel, will 
present the Christmas musical 
“The Promise” at 3 p.m. on Dec. 
11 and at 6 p.m. on Dec. 12. 

Prince George’s Associ-
ation’s youth retreat is Jan. 15 
to 17 at Skycroft Conference 
Center. The deadline to register 
is Dec. 10. 

Susquehanna

The Pioneer Club at First 
Church, Perryville, has been 
collecting non-perishable 
foods. Each class was assigned 
different foods to collect. The 
class that brought the most 
food won a pizza party. The 
food will be used in Christmas 
baskets for needy families in 
the community.

Western Association

Graceland Church, 
Ridgely, W.V., had an all day 
homecoming/40th 
anniversary celebra-
tion featuring two 
gospel groups, a 
magician, games, 
special speakers and 
lots of food and fel-
lowship.

Oscar Ohlar, 
who pastored the 
church from 1967 
to 1985, brought the 
morning message, 
“There is Hope.” 

After the service, 
the church hosted a 
special dinner at a 
local fi rehouse. Then 
everyone headed 
back to the church 
for music from two 
different gospel 
groups, contests and 
a pie contest. Then 
they gathered around a bon-
fi re for campfi re songs and a 
short vesper service. 

David Wardman currently 
pastors the church. Wardman 
came to the church in June. 
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Monday Morning
Tim Simpson called the 

meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. 
on Monday. 

Glenn Roscoe, minister 
of music at Colonial Church 
and the annual meeting music 
coordinator, along with the 
Ascension Praise Team sang a 
lively gospel rendition of “The 
Best Is Yet To Come.”

David Lee, BCM/D execu-
tive director, introduced James 
Futral, executive director of 
the Mississippi Convention.

“Missis-
sippi Baptists 
have made 
a signifi cant 
difference to 
Maryland/ 
Delaware 
Baptists,” Lee 
said. “The 
half-mil-
lion dollars 
from Missis-
sippi gave the 
church plant-
ing move-
ment what 
it needed to 
get off the 
ground.

“This 
man [Futral] 
is my friend,” 
Lee said. He’s 
a friend to 
Maryland/
Delaware 
Baptists.” 

“We intended to bestow 
bucket loads of blessings to 
you, but we have received bar-
relfuls of blessings,” Futral 
said. 

President’s Message
Brian Sunderly, youth pas-

tor, Greenridge, introduced 
Tim Simpson, outgoing BCM/D 
president. Sunderly told of 
growing up and meeting 
Simpson, how Simpson men-
tored him and uniquely cared 
for young Sunderly’s family. 

Now Sunderly serves on staff 
with Simpson.

Bob Simpson, Tim’s broth-
er and BCM/D’s director of 
communications and music/
worship consultant sang 
“Were It Not For Grace.”

Tim used the scripture pas-
sage Matthew 9:35-38 sharing 
how Jesus ministered in cit-
ies and villages, teaching and 
preaching and healing. When 
he saw the multitudes he had 
compassion, Tim said. He told 
his disciples that the harvest is 

plentiful, but workers are few. 
“Park your car some day 

soon at your local mall and 
spend time seeing the crowds. 
Walk around inside and see all 
the people,” Tim challenged. 
See the people as Jesus sees 
them. 

“If our multi-state conven-
tion will be successful in years 
to come, we have to have a pas-
sionate concern for families and 
see the people — see the faces. 
If we don’t, we’ll never make 
plans for them.”

Monday  Night
On Monday night the 

BCM/D Chorale and the Bap-
tist Singing Men and Women of 
Maryland/Delaware sang and 
the BCM/D praise band, PROX-
IMITY, was introduced.

Andrew Flagg, mission-
ary to Puebla, on furlough in 
Maryland, reported on the 
Puebla partnership. Flagg said 
49 teams from Maryland/
Delaware ministered in Puebla 
this year.

Mexican pastor Eustogio 
Perez shared on 
a video how the 
partnership is 
helping his con-
gregation.

Jorge Fon-
seca, Hispanic 
church devel-
opment consul-
tant and pastor 
of Iglesia Chris-
tiana de Co-
lumbia, shared 
the need for 
more Hispanic 
ministries and 
the diffi culties 
Hispanics face 
trying to as-
similate into the 
church.

Staff Presenta-
tion

During the 
staff presenta-
tion, Jessica 

Shulte, collegiate minister to 
Anne Arundel Community 
College, shared her testimony 
and the benefi ts of being a mis-
sion service worker. 

“It’s an amazing opportu-
nity,” Shulte said. 

Connie Zinn, Ogletown 
Church’s children’s minister, 
shared the miraculous story of 
the Wilmington games. She ex-
plained how the city asked the 
Delaware Association to host 
the games and handed them an 
opportunity to share Christ. 

“God opened this huge 
door,” Zinn said. 

Messengers watched a 
video about Acts2 Centre for 
Ministry Equipping and the 
opportunities the program 
provides to equip, train and 
strengthen leaders. 

Roger Kim, pastor of Grace 
Life Church, shared about the 
successes in his church — 80 
baptized with some members 
enrolling in seminary. 

He introduced one of his 
young members, 24-year-old 
Shawnee. She told of feeling 
abandoned as a child, ne-
glected by a father and raised 
by a very young struggling 
mother. Shawnee struggled 
with being ostracized, buried 
herself in schoolwork and took 
drugs to dull the pain. She be-
gan working in a bakery and 
met a woman who befriended 
her and invited her to church. 
Shawnee visited Grace Church 
and found sincerity and she 
began to understand the gos-
pel. She committed her life 
to Christ and now is part of a 
praise team and even went on a 
mission trip to Mexico. 

“You are responsible for 
that testimony,” Kim said. Kim 
told of how the church was 
dwindling, but how God told 
him to hang on for another 
year. In that year, the church 
grew from 35 to 105 members. 
He praises God and credits 
BCM/D for helping provide re-
sources, training and support. 
The church planted a church 
in downtown Baltimore and 
already it’s grown from 30 to 86 
in fi ve months. 

David Jackson presented 
the church planter of the year, 
Rod Steinbach, pastor of Free-
dom Church, Baltimore.

“My biggest problem isn’t 
violence or poverty, it’s me. It’s 
waking up every day and be-
lieving God for something that 
doesn’t exist yet.”

2004 BCM/D Annual Meeting wrap-up
continued from page one

David Lee, BCM/D executive director, thanks Larry Nelson and his wife 

Judy for the years he served as director at Skycroft Conference Center. 

Nelson suffered a debilitating injury and took a medical retirement. 

In appreciation for his years of service, BCM/D named the recreation 

building at Skycroft in his honor, Larry Nelson Recreation Center.

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

DOVER, Del. — How is 
your family ministry? Do you 
have one? That’s what Bruce 
McCracken asked ministers at 
this year’s pastors’ conference.

“Ministry to families is not 
an option,” McCracken said. 

McCracken is founder of 
House on the Rock Ministries 
in Mount Joy, Penn. McCrack-
en and his associate, Gregory 
Larsh, director of professional 
ministry development, were 
guest speakers at the Pas-
tors’ Conference early on the 
morning of Nov. 15 before the 
BCM/D annual meeting at the 
Sheraton Inn in Dover, Del. 

House on the Rock is an 
organization committed to 
helping build strong fami-
lies through Biblical family 
life education, assisting local 
church ministries and provid-
ing resources. 

Both the church and mar-
riage are ordained by God, 
McCracken said. There is a 
divine connection between the 
two that is breaking down as 
families weaken. The church 
has an opportunity to help, 

but has to be careful in its ap-
proach. 

McCracken said churches 
have to guard against being 
parasitic, consuming families’ 
resources for the church’s 
benefi t or to over schedule or 
create a competitive culture, 
causing family members to 
“choose” between family and 
church. Instead, the church 
can be cooperative, recogniz-
ing the needs of the family and 
can even become symbiotic, 
nurturing the family and thus 
having the family benefi t the 
church. 

Family ministry needs a 
paradigm shift, McCracken 
said. 

“We need to shift our 
thinking from being a church-
centered home-supported 
ministry to a home-centered 
church-supported ministry. 

“What if the family was 
not merely an object of the 
church’s teaching mission, but 
one of the most basic units of 
the church’s mission to the 
world?”

McCracken also warned 
about families becoming de-
pendent on the church to solve 
their problems. Churches 

should consider using an 
enrichment/preventative ap-
proach for ministering to fami-
lies rather than trying to only 
fi x problems. 

Gregory Larsh said studies 
of strong families show that 
families need commitment, 
spiritual wellness, apprecia-
tion, affi rmation, communica-
tion, time commitment and 
coping strategies. 

Larson also discussed 
ministering across the lifes-
pan – preparing children for 
adolescence; preparing adoles-
cents for dating and later mar-
riage; pre-marital counseling; 
parenthood; showing parents 
how to keep the romance 
going as children grow and 
how to deal with middle age; 
preparing for empty nests; 
planning legacies and becom-
ing grandparents; rekindling 
passion; and preparing for the 
end of life. 

He encourages family clubs 
as opposed to families splitting 
up each week for ministry. 

For more information 
on House on the Rock Min-
istry, call (717) 492-9500 or 
visit their website online at 
www.hotrfm.org. 

Delegate Don Dwyer also 
spoke at the Pastor’s Confer-
ence. Dwyer is leading a fi ght 
against legalizing same sex 
marriage in Maryland and is 
calling on churches to help. 

“On January 27, 2005, there 
will be a rally in Annapolis. Lay 
aside your doctrinal issues and 
come stand for this fi ght.”

Grant Lauterbach, associ-
ate pastor, Northwest Church, 
and president of the Pastor’s 
Conference, led a business ses-
sion. Steve Hokuf, pastor of 
First Church, North East, was 
elected president of next year’s 
Pastor’s Conference. Byron Day, 
pastor of Emmanuel Church 
and president of the African 
Advisory Council, was elected 
vice-president.

The 2005 conference will be 
combined with the ministers’ 
wives conference, partnering 
with Focus on the Family. H.B. 
London, Jr., vice president of Fo-
cus on the Family’s Outreach/
Pastoral Ministries will be the 
guest speaker. Focus on the 
Family will send invitations to 
pastors of all churches within 
100 miles of next year’s meet-
ing, which will be at the Tow-
son Sheraton.

Pastors’ Conference focuses on family ministry

continued on page five
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“We believe these incred-
ible things, but sometimes we 
lack the faith to go across the 
street and talk to people who 
are different than us,” Stein-
bach said. 

Executive Director’s Annual 
Message

David Lee, BCM/D execu-
tive director, gave his annual 
message, based on Jeremiah 12, 
about waves  – how they can be 
soothing, calm and how they 
can knock us off our feet. 

“I see some waves ap-
proaching us which could 
greatly affect the way we do 
business as Maryland/Dela-
ware Baptists. I learned the 
hard way the fi rst rule for deal-
ing with waves is ‘never turn 
your back on a wave.’ We dare 
not ignore these. They could 
spell trouble for us. But han-
dled correctly, these waves may 
give us the ride of our lives!” 

Lee referred to fi ve 
“waves” – postmodernity, amo-
rality, the changing landscape, 
the stirring in our cities and 
generation next. 

“Waves come and go,” Lee 
said. 

“I believe with all my heart 
that things are going to get 
worse. I am not a pessimist. 
I am a realist. I know what 
the Word of God says. I trust 
it, just like you do, to be our 
roadmap to the future. Some of 
the waves headed our way will 
cause us trouble. I believe our 
issue is the same as Jeremiah’s 
issue. The real issue is not 
God’s power or His willingness 
to act. It is about our resolve 
and our willingness to stay the 
course and ride the waves. If 
we are obedient to the will of 
God and choose wisely, we can 
ride these waves to victory in 
Jesus Christ.

“Hold on, my friends. 
Surf’s up. We may be about 
to experience the ride of our 
lives!” (For a complete tran-
script of Lee’s message, go to 
www.yourbcmd.org/waves.)

Tuesday Morning
On Tuesday morning, mes-

sengers heard from Peter Wil-
liams, a representative from 
the Baptist Union of Scotland. 
Williams, a popular speaker 
from last year’s annual meet-
ing, shared his vision of using 
today’s technology to reach the 
islands of Scotland. 

“We need to claim the ben-
efi ts of IT for the Highlands,” 
he said. 

Williams reminded mes-
sengers that the Great Com-
mission said to go into all the 
world, not just the third world 
countries. God, he said, is con-
cerned with the salvation of 
lost souls wherever they are.

Agency and Committee 
Reports

Dan Mohler, chairman of 
BCM/D’s Christian Life and 
Public Affairs Committee, 
said the committee has had an 
overwhelmingly challenging 
year, sending letters to govern-
ment offi cials, testifying before 
the state judiciary committee 
and working alongside Del-
egate Don Dwyer to defend 
marriage and stand fi rm on 
other family and Christian 

values issues. Mohler reiterated 
Delegate Dwyer’s call at the 
pastors’ conference to plan to 
come to Annapolis on Jan. 27, 
2005, to show support for tra-
ditional marriage in response 
to an ACLU lawsuit fi led to 
recognize same sex marriage 
in Maryland. Mohler pleaded 
for prayer and participation re-
garding these issues. 

Marion “Pete” Holt, presi-
dent of the Baptist Foundation, 
introduced John Faris, BCM/D’s 
director of fi nance and devel-
opment. The Foundation is 
celebrating 150 years of service. 
It currently is managing $8.5 
million and has generated over 
$400,000 this year.

Over the past fi ve years the 
Foundation has given nearly $2 
million for Baptist causes. Faris 
said the Foundation serves 
three areas: stewardship, 
church fi nancial services and 
perpetual fund management.

Faris presented David Lee 
a check for $154,900 on behalf 
of the Foundation to be used 
“for God’s glory and in plant-
ing churches in this area.”

Bob Gerstmyer, executive 
director of Baptist Family and 
Children’s Services, said BFCS 
has experienced a season of 
unprecedented growth and ex-
pansion. 

“I’ve never seen such a con-
vergence of forces that have led 
to such a wide open door to the 
community,” Gerstmyer said. 

Gerstmyer reported that 
the Good Samaritan 24-hour 
crisis hotline is now available 
and over 200 families have 
been served in churches from 
all 11 associations. 

He also discussed the new 
partnerships, linking suburban 
and city churches together to 
minister to needy families. 

Gerstmyer also shared 
the growing excitement of the 
Embrace Baltimore Program, a 
huge spiritual force growing in 
the city and supported by city 
offi cials.

During staff recognitions, 
David Lee congratulated Roy 
Thomas, Baptist Center coordi-
nator, for 15 years of service. 

The whole congregation 
stood and applauded when Lee 
told Larry Nelson and his wife, 
Judy, that Skycroft’s Woodland 
Center was now known as the 
“Larry Nelson Recreation Cen-

ter.” Nelson, former director 
of Skycroft, was forced to take 
medical retirement last year af-
ter a debilitating accident. 

Members once again stood 
to honor Tim Simpson when 
Larry Campbell, messenger 
from NorthStar Church, ap-
proached the microphone and 
publicly thanked Tim Simpson 
for his leadership as president 
of the convention and for his 
friendship. 

Brian Collins, missionary 
to the Middle East, presented 
an Arabic Bible to David Lee. 

“Remember, God speaks 
Arabic,” Collins said. 

Collins challenged mes-
sengers to send people to the 
Middle East and to pray.

“We need to pray hard core 
‘shake the gates of hell’ prayer,” 
Collins said. 

International missionary 
Carrie McDonnall’s testimony 
brought a standing ovation. 
McDonnall, her husband and 
three friends were attacked by 
terrorists in Iraq on March 15. 
McDonnall was the only sur-
vivor. 

Even after taking 20 bul-
lets, losing three fi ngers and 
coping with incredible grief, 
McDonnall challenged, ”When 
we don’t fear, we go. When 
we don’t fear, the Gospel is 
spread.”

Burt Ross, representing 
the North American Mission 
Board asked the question—“If 
time, money and resources 
weren’t an issue, what would 
you be doing differently for 
God than what you’re doing 
now?” Then went on to say—
but isn’t God able?

Ross said NAMB is about 
three things—answering the 
call, being on mission alongside 
Him and telling His story.

Mike Trammell, outgoing 
chairman of the SBC’s admin-
istrative committee, introduced 
Morris Chapman, president 
and chief executive offi cer of 
the SBC Executive Committee.

“The very call on our lives 
is the open door,” Chapman 
said.

Chapman passionately 
challenged pastors to continue 
to preach the word, reminding 
listeners of the brevity of life. 

“We are in a society where 
people are turning away and 
we don’t want to be offensive. 

Preach the gospel of love and 
the Holy Spirit will make peo-
ple uncomfortable,” he said.  

Chapman said there’s noth-
ing about the Bible that will lull 
you to sleep – it will convict 
your spirit. 

Annual Sermon
Wayne Kempson, pastor 

of First Church, Waldorf, gave 
this year’s annual sermon. 

Kempson told a story about 
a preacher who went into a 
restaurant at the same time 
an abortion doctor did. The 
preacher opened the door for 
the doctor to show the preach-
er’s goodness. The preacher 
prayed a loud prayer telling 
God how much he valued life. 

The abortion doctor sat in a 
corner, hung his head and said, 
“God have mercy on me, a sin-
ner.”

“I’m not tempted to be a 
drug dealer, or to be part of the 
gay lifestyle or to be an abor-
tion doctor, but every day of 
my life I’m tempted to be reli-
gious,” Kempson said. “It’s the 
wall we erect to tell God that 
we really don’t need him. We 
do it with creeds, candles, ritu-
als and fuzzy warm feelings 
saying here’s what I’m doing 
for You, but we’re really tell-
ing Him we don’t need Him. 
We can handle things without 
Him, thank you very much. 

“The Old Testament sin 
God hated was idolatry and 
worshiping other gods. What 
is that? It’s religion, Kempson 
said. Religion is the unforgiv-
able sin. 

“It doesn’t matter what you 
tell them – the latest politics, 
talk show view point, but if you 
don’t give them the grace of 
Jesus Christ, you’ve given them 
nothing,” Kempson said.

“Wouldn’t it be something 
if a mighty people called 
Southern Baptists met late into 
the day on a Tuesday afternoon 
and one by one they said, ‘God 
have mercy on me, a sinner’.”

Next Year’s Meeting
The 2005 BCM/D annual 

meeting will be on Nov. 14 
and 15 at the Towson Sheraton, 
Towson, Md. Wally Weeks, pas-
tor of Pleasantview Church, 
Oakton, will give the annual 
sermon. Ken Tipton will be the 
music coordinator. 

2004 BCM/D Annual Meeting wrap-up
continued from page four

Newly elected BCM/D officers for 2005 are from left to right: Robert Lilly, pastor, Catonsville Church, 

second vice president; Bill George, pastor, Kensington Church, assistant recording secretary; Gayle 

Clifton, pastor, Olney Church, recording secretary; Lyn O’Berry, pastor, Linthicum Church, first vice 

president; and James Nichols, pastor, Faith Church, Glen Burnie, president.
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By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

DOVER, Del. — With the 
number of developing partner-
ships within the multi-state 
convention, this year’s annual 
BCM/D meeting revealed sev-
eral “Open Doors” 
marked by a spirit 
of cooperation and 
unity that is ethni-
cally diverse and 
expansive. 

Representatives 
presented the Great 
Open Doors in Mis-
sissippi, Mexico, the 
Middle East and 
Scotland reporting 
on all that God had 
been doing among 
their respective ar-
eas.

Jim Futral, ex-
ecutive director of 
Mississippi Conven-
tion, reported that 
since beginning a 
partnership with 
Maryland and 
Delaware over 3,000 
volunteers and 66 
summer missionaries have 
come from Mississippi to serve 
in the two states. In addition, 
over $500,000 has been given to 
start new churches.

“You and I have got to 
understand that God wants to 
take a hold of us and everyone 
involved and make a differ-
ence in the world,” cheered 
Futral. “What a unifi ed force 
we can be for the Lord Jesus 
Christ!”

In his presentation, An-
drew Flagg, on furlough as a 
missionary to Pueblo, Mexico, 
reported that the BCM/D’s 
four years of partnership with 
his mission fi eld has brought 
great results. 

Overall, 49 mission teams, 
representing 581 people from 
the 11 associations in Mary-
land and Delaware, partici-

pated in ministry in Mexico. In 
addition, six IMB missionary 
couples and one short-term 
missionary are serving in the 
southern city. Over 70,000 
Spanish translations of the 
Gospels of Mark and John 
have been distributed and 

seven new churches have been 
planted.

Among the other partners 
is Brian Collins, IMB mission-
ary serving among Saudi Ar-
abs for nearly 13 years. In his 
presentation, he tried to dispel 
the fear of serving in an Arab 
country.

 “In every society, there 
are deviants – the Timothy 
McVeighs,” he cautioned. “Like 
the people in the United States, 
most Saudi Arabs want to have 
respectable lives and live in re-
spectable homes.

 “It’s a misnomer that you 
can’t talk about religion to 
Muslims,” he added.

 “There is a freedom of 
religion… you can convert to 
Islam anytime you want!” he 
quipped, before adding, “As 
long as you don’t speak against 

the Koran, the Prophet, or the 
ruling party and in every in-
stance you speak the Truth of 
the Word, you can be the bear-
er of the Gospel,” he explained. 

 “Most admire a religious 
person whose walk matches 
their talk.” 

In his talk, this Westerner 
strategically speaks an Islami-
cized form of Arabic, which he 
says “has fl ung open the doors 
wide open for him” to build 
relationships with the nation-
als. And with at least three dif-
ferent dialects and an entirely 
different classical written form 
of the language, the talk isn’t 
always easy.

Even the Islamic walk is 
burdensome to its adherents, 
he added. Only about 10 per-
cent of the people are dedi-
cated to the ritual of praying 
fi ve times the day. For the vast 
majority, the ritual is cultural 
weight, a burden that many es-
cape by being in transit, a legal 
reason to be excused from the 
prayer time. 

The giant of Islam is con-
querable, he continued, “but 

we can’t do it behind a shield 
of fear.

“With challenges come the 
casualties. Radical obedience 
to Christ doesn’t always lead 
us to safety.”

He stressed the impor-
tance. “What impacts Saudi 

Arabia impacts the 
whole of the Muslim 
world.”

How will we know 
when we’ve completed 
the task? “When the 
churches among the 
Saudi Arabs send mis-
sionaries to the most 
populace Muslim place 
in the world – Indone-
sia,” he said.

With the number 
of people in Scotland 
about the same as the 
number in Maryland/ 
Delaware, Peter Wil-
liams speculated that 
some may wonder why 
the BCM/D would 
want to partner with 
his country. And yet, 
the country is situated 
strategically for shar-
ing the Gospel, he said.

Much like the ever-increas-
ing concentric circles of infl u-
ence from Corinth and Ephe-
sus representing the explosive 
growth in the Early Church, 
Williams envisions using mod-
ern-day technology to advance 
the Gospel in Scotland and 
beyond.

Already, in the island of 
Tiree where he lives, there is a 
satellite system and transmit-
ter. The next logical step he 
says is to reach his neighbor-
ing island, Coll, through the 
communication system; then 
move upward through the 
Kyle of Lochelsh and through 
Scotland’s Highlands.

Referring to 1 Corinthians 
16:9, Williams asked, “A great 
door for effective work is open-
ing up for me. Are you willing 
to join me?” 

Partnerships pave way for fulfillment of Great Commission

James Futral, executive director of Mississippi Convention, shared three lessons learned 

through BCM/D partnership: 1) unity - we need each other; 2) urgency - Fire sets the 

priorities; and 3) unction - We can’t do this without the power of God.
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By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

DOVER, Del. — Though 
she could hardly move because 
of all the serious injuries she 
had sustained, she could hear 
the joyful song surrounding 
her. 

 “Lord, I thank you for the 
cross. Lord, I praise You…”

Unable to fi nd the song’s 
source, Carrie (“Niki”) Mc-
Donnall quickly aroused her 
exhausted mother to see if she 
could hear the song, urging 
her to check for radios and to 
listen through the vents in her 
room.

So real was the song that 
McDonnell tapped her foot, 
keeping the beat.

Not hearing the song, her 
grateful mother settled back in 
to sleep. “Maybe it’s your heav-
enly angel singing over you,” 
she sighed. “You enjoy it.”

The featured speaker for 
the Nov. 15 Ministers’ Wives 
Brunch, McDonnall explained, 
“I believe that it was the Lord 
sending His angels giving me 
my own concert of praise.”

Over the course of her re-
covery, the International Mis-
sion Board missionary found 
herself being comforted by the 
heavenly chorus even as the re-
ality of her situation sank in.

After personally enduring 
over 20 hits from bullets and 
shrapnel and seeing three of 
her friends immediately killed 
in an Iraqi terrorist attack eight 
days before, McDonnall awoke 
from a medically induced 
coma to learn that her husband 
did not survive. 

She and her husband, Da-
vid, and three other IMB mis-
sionaries, Larry and Jean Elliot 
of Cary, N.C., and Karen Wat-
son of Bakersfi eld, Calif., had 
gone to help Iraqis by distribut-
ing food and organizing relief 
projects in areas devastated 
during the Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. 

On that particular day, the 
team was scouting sites for a 
water purifi cation project 
in the northern city of 
Mosul, situated near the 
ruined Assyrian city of Ni-
nevah, when unidentifi ed 
assailants ambushed their 
vehicle.

Eight days after the 
attack, she woke up and 
found her “world turned 
upside down.” Speaking 
exactly eight months since 
the March 15 ambush, she 
rejoiced, “Even so, God 
was faithful and near.”

Wearing her wedding 
ring on her right hand 
because her left ring fi n-
ger was destroyed in the 
attack, McDonnall admits 
that there are still days 
when it is hard to get out 
of bed in the morning. 

Yet, out of her sorrows 
came “a joy unexplain-
able,” she said. “I did noth-
ing to obtain it; He brought 
it to me out of His grace.”

In dealing with her 
broken body and broken 
heart, McDonnall discov-
ered the partnership between 
belief and suffering. “It is a gift 
to believe and a gift to suffer. 
They go hand in hand, you 
cannot separate them.”

She added, “It is clear in 
Scripture that suffering is to 
be expected as a child of God. 
Not only is it expected, but in 
Philippians 1:29, it says it is 
granted; it is a gift.”

The Lord’s grace was 
evident as McDonnall experi-
enced not only remarkably fast 
physical healing, but also His 
faithful comfort through the 
song.

Since that time, her friend 
Amy Nobles, an accomplished 
musician and worship leader, 
has put the words to music. 
Ministers’ wives who attended 

the meeting were able to join in 
singing the song, proclaiming 
the goodness of God’s name. 
Both McDonnall and Nobles 
also shared before annual 
meeting participants the next 
day.

“We do not go at this 
alone,” McDonnall reminded. 
“Christ calls our sufferings 
His. As His children, He is 
ever aware of our pain and 

sorrows and does not ig-
nore them. 

 “No, He comes to us 
and quiets us with His 
love and rejoices over us 
with singing.”

She recalled the 
words of Karen Watson, 
who did not survive the 
attack and left behind a 
letter to be read in the 
event of her death. “Obe-
dience was my calling; 
suffering was expected,” 
she wrote.

“Suffering is a part 
of our lives as followers 
of Jesus,” agreed McDon-
nall. “It brings about 
obedience and advances 
the Kingdom of God. We 
must not run from it by 
choosing to live a safe 
and easy life. Our lives 
are too short to be lived in 
such a way.”

In lieu of the normal 
ministers’ wives and pas-
tors’ conference next No-
vember, the BCM/D will 
be hosting a Focus on the 

Family event. The event will 
be open to all churches within 
a 100-mile radius of the con-
vention, which will be held in 
Towson, Md., on Nov. 14.

Iraqi attack survivor sings a new song, points to the 

gift of suffering

With tears and smiles, Niki McDonnall 

and Michelle Ritchie greet each other. 

McDonnall, the lone survivor of an Iraqi 

attack left her severly injured. She was 

the featured speaker for this year’s 

Ministers’ Wives Brunch.

Discovery 
Trips 2005

The BCM/D is 
offering Discovery 
Trips for mission 
team leaders from 
churches and asso-
ciations who want to 
visit the mission fi eld, 
setup projects and 
plan for future mis-
sion trips.

The 2005 Discov-
ery Trips listed below 
are for potential team 
leaders (all dates and 
costs are tentative):

A limited num-
ber of people can be 
taken on each trip.

Puebla, Mexico
Feb. 7-11
Cost:  $900
Deposit deadline: 
Dec. 6, 2004

West Africa
March 7-16 (tentative)
Cost:  $2,000
Deposit deadline:  
Jan. 3, 2005

Scotland
April 8-15 (tentative)
Cost:  $1,200-1,500
Deposit deadline:  
Jan. 31, 2005

Middle East
April 7-17
Cost:  $3,500
Deposit deadline: 
Jan. 5, 2005

For more infor-
mation or to register, 
call Dan Sheffi eld, 
World Mission and 
Partnerships coor-
dinator at (800) 525-
2241 or email: 
missiontrips@aol.com, 
or visit us online at 
www.yourbcmd.org/
missions.

Goal: $150 million
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Baltimore City Council president applauds 

MD/DE Baptists for getting involved

“A spiritual base and 
foundation is missed in a lot 
of children’s lives, as is evi-
denced by those teenagers and 
children who choose shooting 
over having a conversation to 
work things out,” acknowl-
edged Dixon, a member of Bal-
timore’s Bethel AME Church, 
in a separate interview.

“There are a whole host of 
causes for juvenile violence,” 
explained Dixon. “One of the 
biggest causes is how families 
defi ne themselves.”

Single parent homes, 
grandparents who raise their 
grandchildren, and families 
faced with drug addiction, un-
employment, incarceration and 
lack of education have all con-
tributed to the crisis, she said.

As a 1972 Northwestern 
High School graduate, Dixon 
saw 998 of 1,000 students earn 
their diplomas. Of the 700-
800 students who begin high 
school today, only 100-200 ac-
tually graduate, she said.

Pointing to the escalat-
ing problems in the city’s 
high schools, Dixon said that 
mobilizing Southern Baptist 
volunteers to mentor troubled 
teenagers would be “a tremen-
dous effort.”

“One of the things we 
have is a lot of churches… 
sometimes more churches 
than homes,” she cautioned. 
“The goal is not just to have 
churches on every corner. It’s 
to get out and touch people.”

Jamaal Moses, executive 
director of the Mayor’s Offi ce 
for Children, Youth and Fami-
lies, had the statistics to back 
up Dixon’s comments. 

According to a CitiStat 
report, Baltimore City had 171 
children who were victims of 
gunfi re in 1999. When plotted 
on a map, 152 of the victims 
were shot within a half block 
radius of a church.

Moses oversees Baltimore 
Rising, a faith-based, com-
munity-driven mentoring and 
monitoring program aimed 
toward at-risk youth. Modeled 
on successful youth violence 
reduction initiatives in Phila-

delphia and Boston, Baltimore 
Rising is a large-scale effort to 
enlist Baltimore’s faith com-
munity in rescuing children.

Moses said that Baltimore 
Rising provides a roadmap for 
‘embracing Baltimore.’

“It’s better not to duplicate 
programs, but to work with 
existing organizations to en-
hance what has already been 
done,” he 
encouraged.

Like 
Dixon and 
Moses, Betsy 
Nesson Mer-
rill, the new-
ly appointed 
executive di-
rector of the 
Governor’s 
Offi ce of 
Community 
Initiatives, 
believes that 
partnerships 
are vital. “If 
we all work 
together, we 
can make a 
difference.” 

Estab-
lished by 
executive 
order by 
Maryland 
Governor 
Robert Eh-
rlich, the 
Offi ce seeks to empower com-
munity and volunteer organi-
zations. “You are the people 
in the community that we are 
going to depend on to help 
our underserved families,” she 
said.

“The government should 
make your jobs easier to do, 
not more diffi cult,” she added.

John Heath, senior pastor 
of The House of Mercy, senior 
advisor to Maryland’s Lt. Gov-
ernor and director of the Gov-
ernor’s Offi ce of Community 
Initiatives, supports Merrill 
in providing government as-
sistance to community-based 
organizations in the areas of 
board development, training, 
best business and accounting 
practices.

Once homeless for six 
months in downtown Bal-
timore, Heath knows the 
importance of connecting 
faith-based groups with gov-
ernmental aid. 

“Look at Nehemiah, who 
helped rebuild the walls 
around Jerusalem with the 
help of the Governor,” said the 
fourth generation pastor. “The 

government didn’t help build 
the temple, but it did help get 
the work started on the wall.”

Similarly, Heath said his 
mission was to help “indige-
nous people to solve their own 
problems,” giving them the 
ability to be successful in their 
community outreach efforts.

Like the others, Heath sees 
youth and their parents as the 
highest at-risk communities 
in Baltimore. “These children 
need us. We have a divine 
challenge to care for them,” he 
advised.

BFCS counselors and ad-
ministrators have taken that 
message to heart. 

Since 1920, when Baltimore 
entrepreneur Willoughby Mc-
Cormick, the founder of 

McCormick Spice Company, 
founded BFCS, the robust 
agency has grown to operate 
four main programs:

– The Good Samaritan Net-
work (a church-based family 
preservation program that runs 
a 24-hour crisis hotline in sup-
port of churches and pastors); 

– CHOSEN Treatment Fos-
ter Care (a collaborative effort 

between BFCS 
and the Mary-
land Depart-
ment of Human 
Resources that 
serves abused 
and neglected 
foster children); 

– Baptist 
Family Counsel-
ing (a profes-
sional coun-
seling service 
that targets the 
uninsured and 
underserved 
populations of 
Maryland and 
Delaware); and 

– The Mc-
Cormick Fam-
ily Life Institute 
(a faith-based, 
family-focused 
policy consult-
ing and research 
entity that aug-
ments the work 
of the agency’s 

other initiatives).
“Ours is indeed a rich 

heritage in Baltimore. Yet, we 
know that we desperately need 
to do more. We are convinced 
that a concentrated effort with 
other brothers and sisters of 
faith in this city can make a 
signifi cant difference,” sum-
marized David Lee, BCM/D’s 
executive director.

“If we do this right, we 
can embrace the city and 
prove that we care and that 
God cares for the people of 
Baltimore. We can also bring 
to bear signifi cant resources to 
assist church and community 
leaders who are working so 
diligently to make this city a 
safer, healthier, and happier 
place to live.”

Freedom Church pastor and church planter Rob Steinbach (center) 

laughs with Brendan Saunders, who recently joined the church from 

Colonial Church. After hearing about the Pigtown church during 

the BFCS Embrace Baltimore banquet, Jamaal Moses, executive 

director of the Baltimore Mayor’s Office for Children, Youth and 

Families, indicated his interest in assisting the ministry.

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. — 
George Barna said, “… what 
you believe by the time you are 
14 is what you will die believ-
ing.” 

While most Christians 
know the importance of reach-
ing children early, quotes like 
Barna’s are still chilling and 
send a huge challenge to par-
ents and children’s workers. 

In an effort to help meet 
those needs, BCM/D will host 
“The Home Field Advantage, 
Turning Children into Spiri-
tual Champions,” a children’s 
workers’ workshop and semi-
nar from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Jan. 29 at Glen Burnie Church. 

The conference will feature 
workshops and seminars for 

parents, teachers, leaders and 
others involved in children’s 
ministries of the church.

Guest speakers are Diana 
A. Garland, director of the 
Center for Family and Com-
munity Ministries at Baylor 
University; Ken Marler, Adult 
Ministry Specialist for the 
Tennessee Convention; Jan 
Marler, Lifeway Children’s 
Specialist and Susan Kitchin, 
Pre-School Children’s Minister 
at Severn Church. 

Garland will present “It 
Starts with our children;” 
Ken Marler will present “The 
way they like to learn;” Jan 
Marler will present “How do 
we teach?” and Susan Kitchin 
will share “The advantage of a 
Christian walk.”

Pre-registration is re-
quired by Jan. 21. The cost is 

$10 per person and includes 
lunch. Churches with ten or 
more conferees will get a dis-
counted rate of $75 and there 
is a family rate of $20. Child-
care is available for $5 per 
child or $20 per family. 

For more information, 
contact June Holland at (800) 
466-5290, ext. 233 or email her 
at jholland@bcmd.org. 

For registration, contact 
Gail Noda at (800) 466-5290, 
ext. 218, gnoda@bcmd.org. 

Children matter to God, to us and to the church:

“The Home Field Advantage,” January 29, 2005

BEGIN A RELATIONSHIP 

WITH GOD

GOD’S INITIATIVE:

God sent his son, Jesus, to die 
on the cross, paying the penalty 
for your sins, and promised 
“everyone who believes in Him 
will not perish but have eternal 
life.” John 3:16

OUR RESPONSE:

ADMIT…that you need to be 
rightly related to God. Under-
stand that you are sinner. Pride 
keeps us from doing some of 
the most important things in 
life.  Without God’s interven-
tion, your sin will ultimately 
lead to death and eternal 
separation from God. “No one 
is good –- not even one. No one 
has real understanding; no one 
is seeking God.”  Romans 3:10
“For all have sinned; all fall 
short of God’s glorious stan-
dard.” Romans 3:23

REPENT…from your sin and 
turn to God accepting by faith 
His gift of salvation. “Now 
turn from your sins and turn to 
God, so you can be cleansed of 
your sins.”  Acts 3:19 “For the 
wages of sin is death, but the 
free gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Romans 6:23 

BELIEVE…that God’s son, Je-
sus Christ, makes it possible for 
you to have a relationship with 
God. “For God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to 
himself…” 2 Corinthians 5:19
“This is real love. It is not 
that we loved God, but that 
He loved us and sent His son 
as a sacrifi ce to take away our 
sins.”  1 John 4:10

CONFESS…your sin to God.  
If you want to make this choice 
now, you can express that de-
sire to God in a prayer similar 
to this one: “Dear God, I know 
I am a sinner. I believe Jesus 
shed his blood, died and rose 
again to take the punishment 
for my sin. I accept your offer 
of forgiveness and eternal life.  
I thank you for what you have 
done for me, and I give you my 
life from this day forward.”

EXPRESS…your faith publi-
cally. Share it with a Christian 
friend or a pastor.  You will 
want to become involved in 
a local church where you can 
grow in your knowledge of 
Christ.  If you choose a Baptist 
church, you will be encouraged 
to be baptized as a public 
expression of your faith.
“If you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you 
will be saved.  Anyone who 
believes in Him will not be dis-
appointed.” Romans 10:9; 11

DEDICATE…yourself as a 
fully devoted follower of Jesus 
Christ.  Receiving God’s gift of 
forgiveness through Christ will 
set your life in an opposite di-
rection of the one you’ve been 
going. Now you are following 
God. “Jesus said to all of them, 
‘If people want to follow me, 
they must give up the things 
they want. They must be will-
ing to give up their lives daily 
to follow me.’” Luke 9:23 

Scripture from the 
New Living Translation

continued from page one
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By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

BALTIMORE, Md. — The 
fi lm began with the discretion-
ary disclaimer— “Due to ma-
ture content, viewer discretion 
is advised”—followed by the 
echoed sounds of Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.’s historic “I have a 
dream…” speech.

In the next 20 minutes, 
members of the Baltimore 
religious community, many 
of whom were African Ameri-
can, gasped in unison as they 
witnessed the fast-moving ad-
vance of the homosexual effort 
to link the current Gay Rights 
movement with the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964.

Around 130 pastors and 
church leaders gathered at Mt. 
Pleasant Church, Baltimore, on 
Oct. 26 to watch the Gay Rights/
Special Rights fi lm, which was 
produced by the Traditional 
Values Coalition to expose 
the homosexual community’s 
mounting effort to gain rights 
for same sex marriages. 

Pastors reacted so strongly 
that two other presentations 
were held on Nov. 16 again 
at Mt. Pleasant Church, Bal-
timore, and at White Marsh 
Church hosted by Pastor Fred 
Dyer on Nov. 18.

Southern Baptists in Mary-
land and Delaware also heard 
from Maryland Delegate Don 
Dwyer during the annual 
BCM/D meeting in Dover, 
Del., on Nov. 15-16.

The effort was to provide 
awareness for future events, 
including two “Defend Mary-
land Marriage” rallies at the 
State Capital in Annapolis on 
Jan. 27, 2005, from 2-4 p.m. 
and on March 10, 2005, from 
2-4 p.m. A protest, strategi-
cally planned before an ACLU 
court hearing involving same-
sex marriages, is planned for 
March 14, 2005, outside of the 
Baltimore City District court 
building.

The organizers of the Oct. 
26 gathering, Dwyer (R-Anne 
Arundel), Bishop Bart 
Pierce of Rock City 
Church and Bishop 
Clifford M. Johnson, 
Jr. of Mt. Pleasant 
used the Gay Rights 
video to show how 
the same sex marriage 
crisis in Maryland is 
not a civil rights issue.

In addition to 
revealing blatant im-
moral activity, the 
video presented how 
the homosexual com-
munity fails to meet 
the three requirements 
for being given minor-
ity status. 

The fi rst require-
ment for such status 
is evidence of immu-
table characteristics, 
such as race or gender. 

“I resent to the 
core of my being 
those [homosexual activists] 
who come to Annapolis and 
claim this is a discrimination 
issue,” responded Delegate 
Emmett C. Burns (D-Baltimore 
County), an outspoken critic of 
gay rights. “I cannot hide who 
I am.”

The Democrat explained, 
“I am from Mississippi. I know 
what raw-rank discrimination 

is. I have seen it. I have felt it. 
Those who come to Annapolis 
have not seen what I’ve seen, 
not heard what I have heard, 
not felt what I have felt.”

The second requirement 
for minority status is that there 
must be fi nancial or economic 
discrimination. 

The fi lm compared the 
earnings of the African Ameri-
can community with the ho-
mosexual community. In 1993, 
the year of the Gay 
March on Wash-
ington, the average 
household income 
of African Ameri-
cans was about 
$13,000, reported 
the Traditional 
Values Coalition. 
The average house-
hold income of 
homosexuals was 
$56,000. 

That same year, 
the percent of col-
lege graduates in 
the African Ameri-
can community 
was fi ve percent, 
considerably lower 
than the homosex-
ual community’s 
percentage of 60 
percent. Similarly, 
the percentage of 
those holding pro-
fessional manage-
rial positions among African 
Americans was one percent, 
compared to the homosexual 
community’s 49 percent. 

“If gays become a pro-
tected minority, not only will 
they have the civil rights 
they already possess as hu-
man beings; but they will also 
have special rights for their 
lifestyles,” wrote Alton R. Wil-
liams of Understanding for 
Life Ministries in Memphis, 
Tenn. 

“Once they achieve full 
inclusion into the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, jobs reserved for 
African Americans and other 
minorities will be shared with 
gays. Sexual preference will 

become a minority. This will 
expand the minority base 
because everyone will have a 
sexual preference. Therefore, 
there will be no real minorities 
anymore.” 

The Gay Rights fi lm also 
projected the devastating 
impact on churches if homo-
sexuals are given minority 
status. In addition to facing 

hiring discrimination lawsuits, 
churches may lose tax exemp-
tions because they don’t marry 
homosexuals.

Bishop Pierce reacted, 
“Our churches’ 501c3 [non-
profi t] status can be threat-
ened, but they are the same 
501c3’s that need to be laid 
aside if necessary.”

Pierce’s comments were in-
dicative of the reactions among 
the crowd, which were strong.

 “This is a train com-
ing down the tracks with no 
brakes,” exclaimed an African 
American civil rights attorney. 
A unifi ed effort to stop the ad-
vancement of the gay agenda 
“is needed yesterday,” he said.

 “Our inalienable rights 
come from God. Homosexuali-
ty is NOT an inalienable right,” 
cried out another.

“The people of the State 
of Maryland are being robbed 
from the rights to have their 
voice heard through the cor-
rect process,” exclaimed Pierce. 
“We must stand up now and 
let our voice be heard and de-
fi ne what marriage really is ac-
cording to God’s plan.”

Dennis Altman, 
author of The Homosexu-
alization of America, put 
it this way, “The greatest 
single victor of the gay 
movement over the past 
decade has been to shift 
the debate from behavior 
to identity, thus forcing 
opponents into a posi-
tion where they can be 
seen as attacking the 
civil rights of homosex-
ual citizens rather than 
attacking specifi c and 
(as they see it) anti-social 
behavior.”

BCM/D executive 
director, David Lee, 
further clarifi ed, “I care 
about people. I care 
about all people. This 
whole issue is about 
caring. I care enough to 
confront when people 
pursue a course that 

could be detrimental to the 
core values of human society 
and the core values of the insti-
tution of marriage established 
by God.”

The third requirement for 
minority status is evidence 
of political weakness. The 
fi lm depicted many activists’ 
boasts of political involvement, 
including that of former presi-

dent Bill Clinton and multiple 
members within Congress.

Personally apologizing 
for the crudeness depicted on 
the video, Delegate Dwyer re-
counted his ongoing effort to 
stop the political effort, despite 
threats to his life and career.

On Sept. 7, 2004, he and 
seven other members of the 
Maryland General Assembly 
fi led a motion to intervene in 
the case of Gitan Jali Deane, 

et al., Plaintiff, V. 
Frank Conaway, 
et al., Defendant 
(Case No. 24-C-04-
005390). 

This ACLU 
lawsuit was fi led 
in July on behalf 
of nine same-sex 
couples and a re-
cently widowed 
man seeking the 
right to marry in 
Maryland. (See 
“CLPA calls for 
prayer as attack 
on America gains 
strength” in Bap-
tistLIFE’s October 
2004 issue.)

Their effort to 
intervene in the 
case was quickly 
defeated. 

In a one-page 
order on Sept. 17, 
Baltimore City 

Circuit Judge M. Brooke Mur-
dock rejected the motion to 
intervene in the case, writing, 
“[T]he intervention would un-
duly delay and prejudice the 
adjudication of the rights of 
the original parties.” 

Though the eight state leg-
islators (listed in margin) who 
sought to become defendants 
in the lawsuit have since fi led 
an appeal, the ACLU court 
case is scheduled to be heard 
on March 15, 2005.

“The problem with the leg-
islators is they don’t look at the 
right and wrong of anything. 
They look at equity. Equity 
is devoid of morality. What’s 
right and wrong doesn’t enter 
the picture,” explained Burns.

Already the Maryland 
House Judiciary Committee 
recently voted down two anti-
gay legislative provisions that 
would have criminalized gay 
marriages throughout the state 
of Maryland: House Bill 728, 
introduced by Delegate Burns, 
and House Bill 16, introduced 
by Delegate Charles R. Boutin 
(R-Harford & Cecil Counties), 
which would have amended 
the state constitution to read 
“only a marriage between a 
man and a woman is valid in 
this state.”

“We cannot continue to 
allow the courts to continue 
to control this issue,” decried 
Dwyer. “Enough is enough!”

Notwithstanding, unless 
God does a miracle, Dwyer be-
lieves that conservatives will 
lose this case in Maryland, 
making it the next state to al-
low legal same-sex marriages.

Dwyer’s appeal to the 
pastors was passionate. “We 
shouldn’t be afraid of them. 
They should be afraid of us.”

He added, “I want them to 
know that when they look at 
their knees and shins that they 
have been in a battle. The duty 
is ours, but the consequence 
belongs to God.”

Baltimore area pastors gather to say gay 

rights aren’t civil rights

BCM/D executive director, David Lee, pledges his support 

and prayers for Maryland Delegate Don Dwyer’s efforts to 

defend Maryland’s traditional marriages. 

Emmett C. Burns, Jr. (D- Baltimore Co., District 10) 

shakes Bishop Bart Pierce’s hand. Pierce, senior 

pastor of Rock City Church, helped organize an 

Oct. 26 gathering of Baltimore-area pastors and 

church leaders in defense of traditional marriages. 

Burns authored House Bill 728, which sought to 

make same sex marriages illegal in Maryland.

The eight state 
legislators who 
sought to become 
defendants in the 
lawsuit have since 
fi led an appeal and 
are listed below:

• Delegate Don 
Dwyer, Anne 
Arundel (R)

• Delegate Emmett 
C. Burns, Baltimore 
County (D) 

• Delegate Herb 
McMillan, Anne 
Arundel (R) 

• Delegate Joseph 
C. Boteler III, 
Baltimore County 
(R)

• Delegate 
Christopher B. 
Shank, Washington 
(R) 

• Senator Andrew P. 
Harris, Baltimore 
County (R)

• Senator Alexander 
X. Mooney, 
Frederick (R)

• Senator Janet 
Greenip, Anne 
Arundel (R)

Important 
Upcoming Dates

Jan. 9, 2005
3 p.m.
Pray around the state 
capitol in Annapolis

Jan. 27, 2005 
2-4 p.m.
Rally in Annapolis

For more info., go to 
www.yourbcmd.org/
defendmarriage or 
www.defendmaryland 
marriage.com.
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Bob Gerstmyer

BFCS Executive Director

For more information 
about BFCS, or to ask 
questions or comment 

on articles on this page, 
please call BFCS 
Public Relations 

Associate, Tim Durkin 
(410) 872-1050 ext. 143 

Baptist Family and 

Children’s Services  
7175 Columbia 

Gateway Dr., Suite F 
Columbia, MD 21046

Phone: 
(410) 872-1050    
(800) 621-8834 

Fax: 
(410) 872-1047 

E-mail: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org
Online: 

www.baptistfamily.org

Would you like to be on 
our email list? 

Send a message to: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org

By Colleen Dougherty

A study released by the 
U.S. Census Bureau 
indicates that 1.3 million 

Americans fell into poverty 
in 2003. This pushed the total 
number of impoverished 
American citizens to 35.9 
million. Today, the Census 
Bureau estimates, 12.5% of 
Americans live in poverty.

The poverty rate in 
Baltimore City was even 
worse, coming in at 20.6%. 
This makes Baltimore the 
18th most impoverished city 
in the country. The poorest 
city in America is Cleveland, 
where 31.3% of citizens are 
impoverished.

The Census Bureau 
reported on the 68 poorest 
cities in America. No Delaware 
city made this list in 2003. 

The Census Bureau sets the 
poverty line for the purpose 
of this study, and the line is 
different based on the makeup 
of the family answering the 
Census survey. For a single 

individual, an annual income 
of $9,573 or less qualifies as 
“impoverished.” For a family 
of four people, the line is set at 
$18,660.

Poverty impacts all 
demographic groups, but 
children are hit especially hard. 
17.6% of American children 
were impoverished in 2003.

Despite the dire news 
from Baltimore, in a ranking 
of states, Maryland and 
Delaware are among the least 
impoverished states in the 
nation. The two are in fact 
tied for third place, with 7.7% 
of all citizens living below 
the poverty line. The least-
poor state is New Hampshire, 
with a poverty rate of 6.0%. 
The poorest state is Arkansas 
(18.5%).

Hunger and Homelessness 

Remain Unsolved Problems
The Maryland Food Bank 

and the Food Bank of Delaware 
report that they serve an 
average of 64,462 individuals 
every week. 

The very young and senior 
citizens make up a large part 
of “the hungry.” Half of the 
people served by the Maryland 
Food Bank are children under 
the age of 18 or seniors over 65. 
Almost half of those served in 
Delaware are children under 
18.

Hunger has major long-
term impacts on the lives of 
kids, especially. A study in 
the medical journal, Pediatrics, 
showed that, in Baltimore, 
low-income children who 
were hungry and at-risk for 
hunger were more likely than 
other children to exhibit high 
levels of anxiety, irritability, 
hyperactivity and aggressive 
behavior.

In addition, a survey of 
Baltimore City’s homeless 
population has been published 
by the nonprofit Center for 
Poverty Solutions. The report 
shows that nearly 3,000 people 
are homeless in Baltimore. 

24% of homeless adult 
men in Baltimore are veterans, 
and the majority of that 

group (79%) were honorably 
discharged from the military.

Homelessness in Baltimore 
is an issue for people 
regardless of educational 
achievement. While 34% of 
Baltimore’s homeless are 
adults who dropped out of 
high school, 28% graduated 
high school and 23% attended 
college.

The National Student 
Campaign Against Hunger 
and Homelessness, reports 
that the average age of a 
homeless person in America 
is nine.

Maryland/Delaware 

Baptists Respond by 

Embracing Baltimore
Poverty, hunger, and 

homelessness are major 
problems facing Baltimore 
City, and the Embrace 
Baltimore project is working 
to tackle those problems head-
on. Baptists in Maryland/
Delaware can support the 
Embrace Baltimore project by 
individual volunteer efforts 
or by involving their entire 
church in reaching out to 
families and kids in poverty 
and despair.

Currently, churches across 
the convention are forging 
partnerships with Baltimore 
City-based churches to 
identify families and kids in 
need and bring them help and 
hope. 

To find out how you can 
bring your unique talents 
to this project and make an 
impact for Christ in Baltimore, 
contact the Embrace Baltimore 
team by emailing embrace@
baptistfamily.org or calling 
Colleen Dougherty, director of 
the Good Samaritan Network, 
at (410) 872-1050, ext. 118.

Census data paints troubling MD/DE poverty picture

By Tim Durkin
  

The USDA recently 
released a report entitled 
“Household Food 

Security in the United States, 
2002.” The “Security” in the 
title has nothing to do with 
terrorism; the food itself is safe. 
“Security” instead describes 
if families surveyed were 
confident that they would be 
able to eat on any given day.

Imagine that. It’s 2004. By 
now, we’ve not only invented 
the light bulb, we now have 
the flat-screen plasma TV. 
We have built radio networks 
and created Wi-Fi broadband 
for our computers so we can 
check our stock portfolios 
from a sofa in Starbucks. 
We’ve sent men to the moon 
and are planning to send men 
and women to Mars. And, last 
month, London cab companies 
announced a program to have 
flying cars serving tourists by 
2006. The millennium is truly 
here.

We’ve made all of 
this “progress,” but our 
government still produces 
thick reports that show us 
that, at the root, society 
hasn’t changed all that much: 
citizens of the wealthiest, most 
powerful nation in the world 
are still going hungry.

Before we talk about the 
results of the survey, just look 
at two of the questions asked. 
People—your neighbors, your 
fellow Christians, perhaps 
your family--had to say, “Yes, 
I lost weight because I didn’t 
have enough money for food.” 
Mothers and fathers answered, 
“The children were not eating 
enough because we just 
couldn’t afford enough food.”

That we allow this to 
happen in the United States 
is shameful. And there is no 
shame in being hungry. There 
is great shame in knowing that 
your neighbor, your brother is 
hungry and doing nothing to 
help.

The Biblical mandates 
regarding hunger are so 
obvious as to be embarrassing. 
In the parable of the sheep 
and the goats, the very first 
thing the Lord says to the 
sheep, welcoming them to 
paradise, is “I was hungry and 
you gave me food” (Matthew 
25:35). Jesus charges Peter to 
“Feed My lambs” (John 21:15). 
Feeding the hungry, caring for 
the poor is something we must 
do as followers of Christ. It is 
our work, plain and simple.

Let us look at the results 
of the 2002 survey. The 
USDA defines a family as 
“food insecure” if “they were 

uncertain of having, or unable 
to acquire, enough food for all 
household members because 
they had insufficient money 
and other resources for food.”

In 2002, the most 
recent year for which data 
is available, 11.1% of all 
American households were 
food insecure. That percentage 
translates into one out of 
every nine homes. This is 
a widespread and serious 
problem.

People across the country 
are working on this problem, 
but we need a broader, 
stronger movement in the USA 
to defeat hunger. As a part 
of that effort, Baptist Family 
is entering into partnership 
with the Maryland Food Bank 
to distribute healthy, fresh 
food to people who would 
otherwise go hungry. The 
Maryland Food Bank will 
distribute nearly 2 million 
pounds of food and hygienic 
supplies this year.

As part of its return to 
Baltimore City, Baptist Family 
will set up a food pantry 
accessible to our clients as well 
as to churches who call us for 
help. Some churches already 
stock their own food pantries, 
and that vital contribution to 
this effort must continue. We 
will add to the fight the vast 

resources of the Maryland 
Food Bank, and the effort of 
Baptist Family’s staff and as 
many Christians who wish to 
join us. To volunteer to deliver 
food, to set up a food drive in 
your church, or to otherwise 
support this work, call Colleen 
Dougherty at (410) 872-1050, 
ext. 118. 

BFCS enters partnership to feed the hungry

Can a film called A Series of 
Unfortunate Events actually 
be a fortunate cinematic 
experience? Will Fat Albert 
be a huge hit or all blubber? 

In this month’s Reel Advice 
column, Kevin C. Neece 
will give you all the skinny 
on this series of unusual 
Christmas season movies.
For the full reviews visit
www.baptistlifeonline.org.

 
Kevin C. Neece lives in Fort 
Worth, Texas, with his wife 

Melissa. E-mail him at 
kevin_c_neece@yahoo.com

Reel 
Advice 

with Kevin Neece
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CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR 
– Large Baptist church in Rich-
mond, Va., seeking individual 
with strong people mangement 
skills reporting to senior pas-
tor. Responsibilities include 
business and administrative 
affairs of the church includ-
ing fi nances, facilities, physical 
property and communication 
systems. Inn ovative manage-
rial skills necessary to provide 
direction regarding “state of the 
art” operations and administra-
tive procedures. Experience in 
accounting/budgeting required. 
Supervision of offi ce support 
staff, fi nance staff and facility 
manager are major responsi-
bilities. Send resume including 
three references to: Bon Air Bap-
tist Church, 2531 Buford Road, 
Richmond VA 23235 or email 
lames@bachurch.org. 

DAY CARE DIRECTOR 
WANTED — Full-time director 
wanted for Church Day Care. 
Must be CCA-qualifi ed. Benefi ts 
provided. Send resume to Re-
isterstown Baptist Church, 25 
East Chestnut Hill Lane, Reister-
stown, MD 21136 or phone (410) 
833-0149.

DAY CARE POSITION — Se-
nior staff member needed for 

Church Day Care. Must be 
CCA-qualifi ed. Send resume to 
Reisterstown Baptist Church, 25 
East Chestnut Hill Lane, Reister-
stown, MD 21136 or phone 410-
833-0149.

SENIOR EDITOR — The Bap-
tist Message is seeking someone 
for the position of senior editor. 
Please send resumes to Nathan 
Luce, 39258 Highway 42, Prai-
rieville, LA 70769.

MINISTER OF WORSHIP 
— The First Baptist Church of 
Frederick, Maryland is searching 
for a person to fill the full-time 
position of Minister of Worship. 
We are looking for an energetic, 
team-oriented individual with 
demonstrated expertise and pas-
sion for both traditional worship, 
which includes an adult choir, 
and contemporary worship, 
which includes a praise band. 

First Church, Frederick, is 
a fast-growing church located 
in a fast-growing area within 
50 miles of both Baltimore and 
Washington, D.C. We cooperate 
with the SBC, the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship, and the Bap-
tist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware. 

We offer both traditional and 
contemporary worship, and plan 
to relocate in the next few years 
to a 38-acre site three miles from 
the present downtown location. 

We seek to be Light Un-
leashed: a church whose life and 
good works are so compelling to 
the world around it that the com-
munity is drawn to God through 
its irresistible influence. 

For more information 
about the church, our website is 
www.firstfrederick.org., or you 
may send inquiries to the ad-
dress below.

Dr. Larry Eubanks, 217 Dill 
Avenue, Frederick, MD 21701 or 
via email to larry@firstfrederick
.org.

SECRETARY - (Part-time) 
— $9.25/hr., 9 am-1 pm. Com-
puter experience. Mail resume 
to Parkville Baptist Church, 
3309 Taylor Ave., Baltimore, MD 
21234.

IF YOUR BIBLE TEACH-
ING MINISTRY IS ILL, JUST 
MAKE A CALL TO DOCTOR 
PHYL. Phylton Faith Develop-
ment. An educational ministry 
that provides Christian educa-
tors with strategies to develop 
leaders, evaluate ministries 
and facilitate effective scripture 
teaching and learning. Phyllis 
Blair Milton, Dmin. Phylton Faith 
Development, 4721 Rosedale 
Ave., #210, Bethesda, MD 20814, 
(301) 986-0910, 
phyltonfaith@hotmail.com.

PIANO AND ORGAN LES-
SONS — Edgewater and Oden-
ton, MD. For more information, 
call Nancy Blythe at (410) 956-
3142 or (410) 695-1314.

SPINET PIANO — Piano is in 
good shape, built around 1957, 
but needs tuning. Will sell to 
individual for $150 or donate to a 
church for a tax credit. Call (301) 
831-6395 if interested. Must make 
arrangements for pick up.

NEED A NANNY OR LIVE-IN 
COMPANION FOR ELDERLY 
PARENT? — Relocating from 
New Hampshire to the Colum-
bia, MD area. Interested in being 
a live-in nanny or companion for 
elderly person. Please call Ms. 
Lee Morrow at (603) 524-6337. 
References available.

RETREAT TO THE OCEAN 
— The Baptist Retreat Cen-
ter in Ocean City is available 
for Fall – Spring Retreats. We 
can accommodate groups as 
large as 65. For more info, call 
(410) 289-6573 or check http:\\
www.OCBaptist.org.

Employment

Miscellaneous

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR 

FAX YOUR AD 

Deadlines are the 

second Friday of 

each month for the 

following month’s 

issue. Classified 

advertising is 75 cents 

per word ($18.00 

minimum) for BCM/D 

churches and church 

members; 85 cents 

per word ($20.00 

minimum) for non-

profit organizations; 

and 95 cents per word 

($25.00 minimum) 

for commercial 

organizations. Word 

count does not 

include words with 

two letters or less. 

Contact us for display 

ad pricing. 

Acceptance of 

advertising does 

not constitute an 

endorsement of any 

advertiser’s products 

or services.

To Place an Ad

Serving
 Churches
 Educational groups
 Non Profi t organizations

Can accommodate up to 200 people
 Year round availability
 Conference rooms
 Cabins and lodges

Located in wooded surroundings 
 Pool  
 Lake with canoes and  

     paddle boats
 Picnic pavilion with grills

  Hiking trails  
  Hay rides

Camp Wo-Me-To
1200 Knopp Road
PO Box 160
Jarrettsville, MD 21084
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Providing carefree vacations since 1967!
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