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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

GREENWOOD, Del.— 
Driving along Route 13 
through the small rural town 
of Greenwood, it’s easy to miss 
the small “Beacon Mission” 
sign on the side of the road. 
But to many, that small sign 
represents a lifeline. 

Three days a week people 
come to the mission for food, 
clothing, perhaps furniture, 
and maybe just to see Art Ti-
tus’ smiling face. Titus is pas-
tor of Beacon Mission. He and 
his wife, Pat, both in their 60’s 
turned their farm house into 
a mission, giving out 75 boxes 
of food a week. The boxes are 
fi lled with dry milk, soups, 
spaghetti sauces, cereals, 
canned and fresh vegetables, 

fruits, puddings and meats. 
For $7, people in need get that 
huge boost to help them make 
it through the week. Many 
are senior 
citizens on 
fi xed in-
comes. 

The 
couple also 
run a thrift 
shop load-
ed from 
top to bot-
tom with 
clothing, 
household 
items, toys, 
furniture 
and small 
appliances. 
The small amount from the 
items they sell helps pay bills 
and buy more groceries from 

local food banks. Along the 
way they work with police and 
social services crisis interven-
tion situations. They can tell 

a lot of sad 
stories. Pat 
tells about 
the many 
abused chil-
dren and 
the chemi-
cally depen-
dent. 

“We 
rescue 
people,” 
Titus said 
with a huge 
smile. They 
also rescue 
horses, cats 

and dogs along the way, as is 
evident walking around the 
farm. It’s just in their nature. 

Art and Pat work in a 
small offi ce in one of the build-
ings. Pat handles the paper-
work and meets with clients. 
Art picks up food, packs boxes 
and does whatever is needed, 
including routine drug and 
alcohol counseling along the 
way. Pat blames the gambling 
in the area for many of the 
problems they see. 

Art grew up in a Quaker 
community in Falls Town-
ship. “It’s near William Penn’s 
home,” he said. His grand-
parents were Quakers. When 
Art was about 10 years old he 
attended a Methodist Church 
and wanted to know more. He 
committed his life to Christ 
around the age of 13 and be-
gan teaching Sunday school.

Beacon Mission is a refuge 
for the lost and needy in Delaware

Skycroft Conference Center 
gets a facelift and new focus

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

MIDDLETOWN, Md. — 
Ask Doug Dubois, director 
of Skycroft Conference Cen-
ter, owned and operated by 
the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware, what’s 
new and he gets excited. 
There’s a lot happening on top 
of South Mountain these days. 
Conference, retreat and camp 
visitors will be pleased. 

In addition to general ren-
ovations and improvements, 
Dubois and staff are working 
to increase the number and 
variety of programs offered, 
making some changes to ac-
commodate different ethnic 
groups and putting a big em-
phasis on customer service. 

“We’re much more focused 
on guest services,” Dubois 
said.

While Skycroft staff al-
ways have lots of important 
things to do, the majority of 
what they do always involves 
pleasing their customers.

“All of our staff members 
are wearing baseball type t-
shirts with ‘51’ on them. Ask 
anyone what it means and 
they’ll tell you that 51% of our 
job is to make guests happy…if 
the guests are not happy then 
we’re not doing 51% of our 
job,” Dubois said. 

Remember the dusty grav-
el driveways? They’ve been 
replaced with asphalt. 

“We had bids over 
$160,000 to do the parking lot 
paving. We did it in-house 

with volunteers for $50,000,” 
Dubois said.

All 40 of the motel rooms 
were painted light airy colors 
and furnished with high qual-
ity beds. The bathrooms have 
new vanities, sinks and mir-
rors. Most of the rooms have 
also had the air conditioning 
checked and/or repaired and 
those that haven’t will be done 
soon. 

The lodges have new 
bunk beds and some of the 
mattresses were replaced. 
Bathroom renovations are un-
derway.

Conference leaders will 
appreciate the addition of 
video projectors and sound 
systems.

Coffee lovers will really 
like the change to the gift 

shop. It’s now “He Brews Cof-
fee Shop” featuring upscale 
specialty coffees, frappacinos 
and internet access. 

“That’s gone over very 
well,” Dubois said. 

Even the registration area 
was updated with new furni-
ture. 

Skycroft staff is also add-
ing new programs including 
overnight homeschool events, 
pastors’ retreats and seniors’ 
activities. 

Grace Schofi eld, program/
store coordinator, organizes 
homeschool programs. Scho-
fi eld custom tailors the events 
to each group. Some learn 
about Civil War activity, oth-
ers do some hands-on nature 
programs. All of the groups 
participate in Bible study. 

The fi rst program last year 
brought about 25 kids. One 
hundred forty came to last 
month’s event. The programs, 
Dubois said, are catching on. 

Dubois said Skycroft will 
have pastor appreciation din-
ners for pastors and their 
spouses once a quarter, free of 
charge. Dubois said the eve-
ning will give pastors a chance 
to relax and to see what’s new 
at Skycroft. 

Another program is for se-
niors. Groups can come for spe-
cial events. For $7, they’ll have 
a buffet meal and hear speakers 
discussing subjects aimed at 
helping seniors such as living 
wills and living on fi xed bud-
gets. Dubois is also thinking of 
having a senior prom. 

continued on page six

continued on page five

Beacon Rescue Mission is operated by 

Art Titus and his wife, Pat. They turned 

their farm house into a mission.
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Recently I was privileged 
to be out of state during 
a small portion of this 

Winter.  OK, I was in Florida.  (A 
bad day in Florida is still a very 
good day!)  But within days of 
my return, old man Winter struck 
again.  It was especially discon-
certing because I had so enjoyed 
the weather in Florida.
     It occurs to me that I was a vic-
tim of poor pacing.  My schedule 
this winter caused me to be, at 

one point in 80-degree weather 
and within a matter of hours in 
20-degree weather.  Pacing plays 
a vital role in our success in the 
Kingdom of God.  In my younger 
days, I was very much a type-A, 
work-a-holic, do everything at 
110% kind of person.  It has taken 
me a long time to learn the intrin-
sic value of refreshing, refueling 
and refocusing.  Not that I am ex-
pert at it yet.  But I do understand 
how important it really is.  

     Jesus understood it too.  When 
His disciples were tired and need-
ed a break, he told them to “Come 
away…”   Pastor Jim Henry, senior 
pastor of First Church, Orlando, 
calls it a “ministry of leisure.”  
Henry spoke to a recent gathering 
that I attended of Southern Bap-
tist state paper editors where he 
encouraged us to maintain proper 
balance in our schedules.  He even 
suggested that the occasional sab-
batical can work wonders.

    Could it be that your excessive 
job demands, ministry challenges, 
or stressful circumstances require 
that you balance the equation by 
taking the time to ‘get away’?  Of 
course a ministry of leisure must 
be earned, but getting away re-
freshes and refocuses us to do a 
better job when we return.  How 
are you doing in this area?  Are 
you being ministered to by leisure?  
Are you pacing yourself?  Remem-
ber life’s a marathon not a sprint!

Are you pacing yourself?

I met recently with two of our 
children’s ministers. These 
are God’s unsung heroes! You 

know my heart for wanting our 
churches to give priority attention 
to discipling our children. After 
the meeting I asked Susan Kitchin, 
children’s minister at Severn 
Church, to capture for me in writ-
ing some of things she shared in 
that meeting. What follows are ex-
cerpts from that conversation.

Raising godly children in an 
ungodly world is possible if Chris-
tian parents are intentional about 
parenting. Biblically, God gives 
parents the authority and the re-
sponsibility of teaching their chil-
dren to know Him. It is very clear 
that the teaching of His ways is a 
24/7, 365 day process. Parenting is 
shaping the soul of a child. (Deut. 
6:4-9, Ps. 78:1-8)

Research has shown that the 
way we think and the values that 
infl uence every choice we make 
are basically set at the age of eight. 
This would imply children need 
to have a Biblical worldview in-
stilled in their hearts and minds 
at an early age. What we know 
and believe about God shapes 
every decision we make. A child’s 

perception of God begins in in-
fancy. Beginning at birth, whoever 
nurtures a child shapes his or her 
worldview. It is also important to 
understand that the love we have 
for God is not only taught. It is 
modeled. Here is the question that 
needs to be asked, “Are parents 
intentionally spending enough 
time with their children to be 
the primary infl uencers in their 
children’s lives?”

Children need to know God 
created them, that He is the cre-
ator of the universe and that the 
Bible is true. They need to know 
God has a plan for their lives, 
that there is always hope because 
of the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ and that God is love. 
This foundation of faith when 
taught early in a child’s life cre-
ates an attitude and a reverence 
for God that equips a child to 
choose life – life eternal in Jesus 
Christ.

Christian parenting is hard 
work. It requires parents to be 
intentional about leading a God-
centered life by spending time 
with God. Children know if their 
parent’s faith walk is real and 
sincere. The authenticity of their 

walk will be a determining factor 
as to whether children embrace 
what parents teach about God.  

Christian parenting requires 
parents to be intentional about 
spending time with their chil-
dren. How else can they know 
who they are and how they think? 
Healthy relationships are taught 
by parents doing life with their 
kids. Parents, be intentional about 
playing with your children. There 
is no greater joy than sharing 
laughter with your child. It’s a 
touch of heaven!

By God’s design, parents are 
to be the primary infl uencers in 
a child’s life! Our culture would 
have parents believe that our 
cultural institutions can raise our 
children better than parents can. 
For Christians to impact our cul-
ture, parents must reclaim their 
families. God has placed them in 
authority over their children. We 
as parents will be held account-
able.

The church can assist families 
in fostering healthy relationships 
with God. The church can encour-
age families by providing a com-
munity where children are valued 
and accepted, not excluded. Most 

importantly, the church should 
be a place where families wor-
ship together. Healthy families 
create healthy churches. Healthy 
churches will change our culture.  

The church is also a place 
where God’s redemptive work is 
taking place. Today, the major-
ity of children are not born into 
Christian homes. God, however, 
can redeem any situation when 
our hearts are humbled and re-
pentant. But by the grace of God, 
where would any of us be? 

It is important to remember 
that just like our relationship with 
Jesus is unique to the individual, 
a family’s faith walk is unique. 
There’s no formula for parents 
to follow that will ensure they’ll 
get it right. The key is to be inten-
tional about listening for God’s 
voice and obeying when we hear 
it. It’s a journey that transforms 
lives and brings glory to God. God 
chose families to model the love 
relationship that exists between 
God, the father and his children. 
Parenting is sacred business! 
Wow! 

Thank you, Susan, and thank 
all of you who are serious about 
investing time with our children.

You can raise Godly children in an ungodly world

I was recently reading through 
a collection of emails that I had 
received, when it suddenly oc-

curred to me that many of them 
were about children. I then began 
to read and think about all the rea-
sons why we should love children.

We should love them for their 
honesty. Zachary, age four, came 
screaming out of the bathroom 
to tell his mommy that he had 
dropped his toothbrush in the toi-
let. So she fi shed it out and threw 
it in the garbage. Zachary stood 
there thinking for a moment, then 
ran to his mommy’s bathroom and 
came out with her toothbrush. He 
held it up and said with a charm-
ing little smile, “We better throw 
this one out, too, then, ‘cause it fell 
in the toilet a few days ago.”

We should love them for 
their persistence. Davy had been 
tucked in his bed for about fi ve 
minutes when he called out and 
asked his father again for a drink 
of water. Once again his dad told 
him to go to sleep. Again Davy 
yelled down the hall that he 
needed another drink of water. 
His father said, “Son, if you ask 
me one more time, I will come in 
and spank you.” Everything was 
quiet for about three minutes un-
til Davy spoke again. “Hey dad, 
when you come in here to spank 
me, will you bring me a drink of 
water?!” 

We should love them for 
their innocence. A fi ve year old 
little boy accidentally wandered 
into the women’s locker room 

while looking for the bathroom. 
All the girls and ladies started 
screaming, running and grab-
bing for towels to cover up. After 
watching all of the commotion, 
the little boy yelled out, “Good 
grief, haven’t any of you ever 
seen a little boy before!”

But most of all we should 
love children because God loves 
them. Statistics continue to show 
us that if we wait to prioritize 
ministering to children until 
they are teenagers, we will fail to 
reach many of them. If children 
are important to God, then they 
should be important to us, and 
we must fi nd ways to creatively 
reach them for the kingdom. Who 
knows, if we reach the children, 
we might reach some moms and 

dads; and if moms and dads, then 
maybe grandparents and… So let 
me ask you, are children impor-
tant?

The Bible tells us that one 
day parents were trying to bring 
their children to Jesus, but the 
disciples were hindering them. 
When Jesus saw this, He was 
much displeased and said, “Per-
mit the children to come to me; do 
not hinder them; for the Kingdom of 
God belongs to such as these” (Mark 
10:13-14). Take a look at your 
church. Are you hindering or 
permitting the children to come 
to Jesus?

Well, I gotta go because one 
of our church kids just pulled the 
fi re alarm. Kids…don’t you just 
love them?

Why should we love children?

DC FESTIVAL    
October 8-9, 2005  The National Mall in DC

Friendship Evangelism Training Rally
May 21, 2005   9AM – 4PM
McLean Bible Church
8925 Leesburg Pike
McLean, VA  22182

For more information, check out 
www.yourbcmd.org/dcfestival
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Arundel Association

Faith Church, Glen Bur-
nie, has Upward T-Ball this 
year as part of a pilot program. 
Faith is one of just fourteen 
churches in the country host-
ing an Upward Baseball pro-
gram this year.   

Gary Hannekin, a member 
of Faith Church purchased a 
limousine with plans to use 
it as a “Limo for Jesus.” Han-
nekin bought the vehicle 
knowing it had mechanical 
and body problems but trusted 
God to take care of them. He 
said God led him to Christian 
mechanics who spent the entire 
day repairing the car for a very 
small cost. Now Hannekin is 
looking for Christians who will 
help repair the body.

The limousine will be 
available for special events 
with funds raised to be used 
for various missions projects.

Glen Burnie Church plans 
to honor its high school gradu-
ates in June with a celebration 
luncheon. 

The church has an active 
singles ministry. Each Saturday 
beginning at 7 p.m. the church 
hosts worship services with 
singles in mind. Bible studies 
for single men are at 7:30 p.m. 
on Monday nights. Both events 
are in the church annex. Doors 
open a half hour early for sin-
gles to play pool, foosball, ping-
pong or just hang out. 

Baltimore Association

First Church, Dundalk, 
had its annual kite Sunday 
on Mar. 13. All children who 
attended received free kites. 
After the worship service, the 
church provided free hot dogs 
and sodas to everyone and 
awarded prizes to children 
who brought visitors. 

Middle River Church will 
celebrate its 60th anniversary 
the weekend of April 15-17.  
Members and friends will meet 
Friday night at Martins East for 
a banquet and celebration. On 
Saturday, the church will have 
a “musical mosaic” beginning 
at 7 p.m. featuring current and 
former Middle River musicians 
and the BCM/D Chorale. Ev-
eryone will gather for a time of 
fellowship in the church’s gym 
afterwards. 

On Sunday, former pastors 
will share during the worship 
services. A fellowship time will 
be held after Sunday evening 
services in the school gym. 

Middle River is also spon-
soring a Music and Creative 
Arts Camp again this summer. 
A drama team from West Ches-
ter Community Fellowship will 
conduct the camp from Aug. 
1-4 with a closing program the 
evening of the 4th. The camp 
is for children K-8th grade. 
Registration is $10 and covers 
the cost of the materials. Space 
is limited. For more informa-
tion, see the church’s website, 
www.middleriver.org. 

Ward Holland is serving 
as interim pastor at Patterson 
Park Church, Baltimore. Hol-
land recently retired as pastor 
of First Church, Kent Island. 

Blue Ridge Association

Members of Daybreak 
Church, New Market, are 
planning for their annual Back-
yard Blast Camps for children. 
The camps are for children ages 

5-12 and will be in various loca-
tions in Frederick from 5-8 p.m. 
June 20-25. 

First Church, Frederick, 
offers individual instruction 
for students of all ages in per-
forming arts through their 
“Frederick School of the Arts.” 
The school is designed to pro-
vide Godly instruction in the 
performing and visual arts. 
It serves as a music resource/
instruction center for the 
church and community by pro-
viding assistance and resources 
for church worship planning, 
praise team development, cho-
ral workshops, conferences and 
retreats. 

Women on Mission at Para-
mount Church, Hagerstown, 
are starting a new outreach 
project to help Holly House, an 
assisted living home for seniors 
with limited ability to pay. 

The church will have a 
mother/daughter banquet on 
May 14 at a local community 
building. Paramount Church 
will provide food and enter-
tainment.

Faith Church, Knoxville, 
will host “Turning Points,” a 
women’s missionary program 
from 9 a.m to 4 p.m. on April 
23. Andrew Flagg, mission-
ary to Puebla, Mexico, will 
be the guest speaker. Other 
highlights include a “glocal” 
look at missions, dramatic Bible 
presentation by Laurita Miller, 
ethnic cuisine and opportuni-
ties for missions involvement. 
The Lifeway Bookstore will be 
open during the program. The 
cost is $20 and the registra-
tion deadline is April 15. For 
more information call (800) 
466-5290, ext. 232, or access 
www.yourbcmd.org/turning. 

Delaware Association

North Church, Wilm-
ington, Del., had a “Feed the 
Hungry” campaign to help 
the Beacon Mission Church 
in Greenwood. Church mem-
bers donated over 365 canned 
goods, 30 twelve-pack juice 
containers for children, 58 
tubes of toothpaste, 21 bottles 
of shampoo, 95 boxes of cereal, 
108 toothbrushes, 21 boxes or 
bottles of detergent for wash-
ing clothes, 137 dry goods or 
pantry items, one  electric can 
opener and 20 plastic all-pur-
pose baskets.

Eastern Association 
 
Berlin First Church hosts 

sing-a-longs at the Berlin Nurs-
ing Home on the second Friday 
of each month. 

First Church, Easton, is 
planning a mission trip to Mex-
ico Aug. 6-13. The team will do 
Vacation Bible School crafts. 

First Church will host a 
Women’s Enrichment Week-
end - May 6-7, 2005. The 
guest speaker will be Carrie 
McDonnall. She was the lone 
survivor of an attack that killed 
her husband and three other 
International Mission Board 
workers in Iraq. Amy Nobles 
will provide the praise and 
worship music. For more infor-
mation call (410) 822-4241. 

Oak Ridge Church, 
Salisbury, is partnering with 
The March of Dimes for Walk 
America 2005. On April 24, 
the church will move all of the 
Sunday morning service activi-
ties to the walk site, 833 Snow 
Hill Road. 

Mid-Maryland Association

Bethany Lane Church, 
Ellicott City, will have a True 
Love Waits rally from 6-10 p.m. 
on June 4. 

Westminster Church will 
host Scott Carroll, a world-re-
nowned professor of Mediter-
ranean studies and Biblical 
archeologist on April 15-18. 
Carroll will bring artifacts 
of Biblical antiquities in the 
world, including clay tablets, 
Hebrew scrolls, complete 
manuscripts written in Greek, 
Latin and other languages and 
early block prints of the Bible 
that preceded Gutenburg.

From 7-9 p.m. on Friday, 
Carroll will answer questions 
about the authenticity of the 
Bible. On Saturday, there will 
be three seminars offered 
– Hebrew Composition and 
Preservation of the Old Tes-
tament; Composition of the 
New Testament; and The Bible 
in Translation and Spread of 
Christianity. Each is $15 with 
a discounted rate of $7.50 for 
students. 

Carroll will preach at the 
9 and 10:30 a. m. services on 
Sunday. 

Montgomery Association

Global Mission Church, 
Silver Spring, will host a 
“Body Building - Strengthen-
ing the Church” conference 
on Oct. 24. The conference is 
designed for leadership train-
ing for pastors, staff and lay 
leaders.

Fourteen churches brought 
their youth groups to the 2005 
Winter Breakout at Skycroft 
Conference Center, Feb. 18-20, 
sponsored by Montgomery 
and Blue Ridge Associations. 
About 240 youth participated 
in the event. 

Potomac Heights Church 
participates in “The Gabriel 
Project,” aimed at helping 
young women in crisis preg-
nancy situations.

The church’s youth will 
participate in a “Youth on 
Mission” adventure July 17-22 
doing construction work on 
a home in need of repair in 
Wheeling ,W.V., and also lead 
VBS for a local church.  

Fred Lieder, a member 
of Viers Mill Church, Silver 
Spring, was nominated by the 
Washington Area Music As-
sociation for three “Wammy” 
awards for Best Blues Record-
ing; Best Debut recording for his 
album Cello Blues and for Best 
Folk Instrumentalist.

Prince George’s Associa

First Church, Beltsville, 
has a “Tabitha Club.” Ladies 
meet from 6-7 p.m. for a craft 
time followed by fellowship-
ping over coffee and home-
made cookies. 

First Church, Laurel, has 
Tai Chuan Do Karate classes 
for students ages six and older. 
Each class includes a workout 
and a Bible study. The church 
also has a deaf ministry, which 
provides interpretation for 
worship services and events, 
as well as classes for those 
who want to learn to be inter-
preters. 

First Church, Mt. Rainier, 
honored Clarence Oliff by 
naming him Deacon Emiritus. 
Oliff has served as deacon at 
the church since April 1967. 

Kettering Church, Upper 
Marlboro, broadcasts sermons  
on WAVA 105.1 on Sunday 
mornings from 10:30-11 a.m. 
and on XM radio broadcasting 
on WAVA from 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

 
Susquehanna Association
 
Calvary Church, Bel Air, 

called Bob Brown as associate 
pastor. Brown and his wife, 
Jenny, are former members of 
Oak Grove Church.

Mike Christ is the associ-
ate pastor of First Church, Per-
ryville. Christ formerly served 
as pastoral interim at North 
Harford Church. 

Tony Rice resigned as pas-
tor of Church at Riverside.

First Church, North East, 
will host a ministers and 
wives’ fellowship at 10:30 a.m. 
on April 11. 

Oak Grove Church, Bel 
Air, recently had a reception 
to honor David Hall and his 
family. Hall has served as se-
nior pastor of Oak Grove for 15 
years.

The church has a Bible 
study for mothers of pre-
schoolers and elementary 
school-aged children while the 
kids are practicing choir on 
Wednesday nights. 

Pleasant View Church, 
Port Deposit, will air a simul-
cast of “An Infl uential Leader,” 
a John Maxwell Christian lead-
ership conference on April 28 
and 29. 

The April 28 simulcast, 
from 6-9 p.m., is free and is de-
signed for pastors and church 
leaders.

The April 29 simulcast is 
from 9 a.m.-5 pm. and is for 
business leaders. 

The cost is $75 and in-
cludes a free lunch for the fi rst 
200 registrants.

Danny Moore was called 
as pastor of Towne Church, 
Joppa. Moore previously 
served as the church’s minister 
of youth. The church recently 
recognized music minister 
Sharon Powell for her ministry 
at the church since 1982. Powell 
resigned on Feb. 27. 

  
Western Association

Grace Church, Cumber-
land, hosted the Cumberland 
area praise service on Palm 
Sunday. 

Second Church, Cumber-
land, has game night on the 
second Friday of each month 
for members and friends of all 
ages. The program is a time 
of fellowship and outreach. It 
closes with a Bible study and 
refreshments. 

The Sandtown  Children’s Choir of Baltimore 

performed at the 2005 Winter Breakout at 

Skycroft in February.

Arundel

Baltimore

Blue Ridge

Eastern

Delaware

Mid-Maryland

Prince George’s

Montgomery

Western

Susquehanna
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Growing up, I’ve had a 
limited amount of target 
shooting practice. The 

few times that I’ve done it, there 
was always a target. I would 
aim, and pull the trigger. After 
taking my shot, I was quick 
to observe the bulls-eye to see 
how close I got to it. 

When I landed out on the 
church planting fi eld, I had 
just completed seminary. Pre-
viously, when I heard others 
talk about the idea of “target 
groups,” I was amused. If 
asked, I would, out of my over-
confi dence, give this subject 
a well-rehearsed seminary 
response, “My target is the un-
churched.” At the time, I didn’t 
realize how target practice and 
target groups actually paral-
leled one another.

Over the past two years, 
I’ve become educated about the 
importance of target groups. 
Unintentionally, we have de-
veloped our own, focusing on 
young families. At my moment 
of discovery, it was as though 
an enormous, neon light bulb 
fl ashed overhead. I tried to 
conceal its brightness; hoping 
no one from my Basic Training 
class in seminary was around 
to catch its illumination.

If we had originally started 
out with a target group, it 
would have saved us some un-
necessary stress. It would have 
allowed us to stay focused on 
the vision for our church. In 
spite of our pious attitude, God 
allowed us anyway to pool our 
resources, volunteers and time 
into reaching this group of 
young families at High Tide.  

Recently we had a slow 
Sunday due to a snowstorm. 
Although the weather hindered 

most from coming to church, 
I was encouraged by the ones 
that did. I started off my inter-
active message with the fol-
lowing, “Why do we do what 
we do?” A young father-to-be 
responded 
by saying, 
“This is the 
fi rst church 
out of fi ve 
we’ve at-
tended that 
focuses on 
reaching 
the younger 
generation 
and pro-
vides min-
istries for 
children.” 
Hearing that 
gave me af-
fi rmation 
that we were 
on target in 
reaching those whom God has 
placed on our hearts.

Currently I lead a small 
group. From the beginning, 
there have been more seekers 
than Christ followers. They are 
mostly young adults with chil-
dren. A guy in our group ap-
proached me after a service one 
week and said, “Andy, before 
I came to High Tide I did not 
even know that I had a need for 
God! I never went to church in 
my life, but now  I’m hooked!” 
I wondered what that meant in 
his own faith journey; I guess 
only time will tell. It was en-
couraging, to say the least.

To reinforce our vi-
sion, we have decided to put 
some “mean green” into our 
children’s program (in other 
words, some cold, hard cash). 
We began by developing out-

reaches around our target 
group, including Parents’ Night 
Out events (in reality, Kids’ 
Night Out.) These were held at 
Christmas time and Valentine’s 
Day, allowing parents to go 

Christmas shopping and to 
spend Valentine’s Day together 
alone. Of course, to make these 
events a success, we had to 
ask our volunteers to serve on 
these days. The sacrifi ce paid 
off, though, because we had our 
biggest turnouts ever.  

As a result, six weeks out 
of the summer, we use mission 
teams to help with additional 
Parents’ Night Out events every 
week. We have been overrun 
with prospects and contacts 
from our target group. 

Another venture has af-
fected our Sunday mornings. 
At a conference our leaders at-
tended, we learned that change 
often brings confl ict, but even-
tually it will lead to growth. We 
decided, as a result, to imple-
ment “G-force,” a high-energy 
children’s program. While not 

everyone was on board with 
this transition, we were blessed 
to have a team of fi ve who com-
mitted to make it work. Even 
though it took more time and 
money, it has been defi nitely in 

line with our 
target group. 
There has been 
incredible 
growth since 
we started. 

Another 
ministry that 
we have tai-
lored for our 
target group is 
called “Wave 
Riders.” The 
group meets 
weekly in six 
week intervals, 
focused on 
children from 
preschool to 
5th grade. The 

Bible story is the central theme, 
used in dramas, games and 
even snack time. As many as 
70 children have participated. 
Forty percent of these children 
are already a part of our G-force 
ministry, but sixty percent have 
no prior connection with our 
church. 

You see, we’ve learned 
something through all of these 
experiences. By identifying our 
target group, we’ve been able to 
organize our church more ef-
fectively and design ministries 
for growth. Take my advice and 
aim for the target.

Andy Ehlers is the founding 
pastor of High Tide Church, a church 

plant near Bethany Beach, Del. 
He can be reached at (302) 

537-8494 or at 
pastorandy@hightidebaptist.org. 

Target practice and target groups have a lot in common

Andy Ehlers

Church planter

High Tide Church

High Tide offers several ministries which are focused on families and 

children. “Wave Riders” is for pre-school through fifth grade. They 

meet weekly in six-week intervals.

  Thanks 
                  from the

BAPTIST CONVENTION OF MARYLAND     DELAWARE

100%100%
ACPACP

Thanks to all our churches who completed 
their Annual Church Profi le for 2004!

Special thanks to these Associations:
Linda Berry (Potomac), Cheryl Breidenbach (Eastern), 
Cheryl Clymer (Mid-Maryland), Angie McGuigan 
(Susquehanna) and Rhea Pritts (Western) 

for having 100% of their churches 
participating in this important process!

Why is the ACP so important?
•  Historical purposes...You count and should be counted!
•  Provides long–term statistical information which is available to your church 
    for planning and decision–making.
•  Determines the offi cial number of Southern Baptist members nationally.
•  Identifi es “top” churches for special recognitions in signifi cant categories.
•  Determines the level of ministry money given to state conventions by LifeWay 

Christian Resources which can then be channeled back to our churches.
•  These statistics help determine the number of messengers your church may send to the BCM/D Annual Meeting.

Statistics must be important to God...He counts the 
hairs on our heads. Were you counted this year?
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He said God used two 
near death experiences to draw 
him closer. One was when he 
was a teenager involved in an 
automobile accident. He was in 
the back seat.

“My buddy decided to race 
a Corvette. He took out three 
telephone poles and we found 
ourselves in a potato fi eld. I 
had a high tension line across 
my chest,” he said.

Later, when serving in 
the Air Force 
as a platoon 
sergeant, he 
was blown 100 
feet off of a 
mountain when 
Mount St. Hel-
en’s erupted. 
He broke his 
ankle, seri-
ously hurt his 
hand and had 
other wounds. 
He prayed and 
God led him 
and his platoon 
to safety. An 
offi cer carried 
him on his 
back for twelve 
miles. 

Art retired from the Unit-
ed States Air Force in 1992 and 
went to Wesley Seminary in 
Dover. He graduated when he 
was 55 years old. 

After pastoring several 
churches in another denomina-
tion, he became discouraged. 
He was running missions pro-

grams, helping children and 
counseling alcohol and drug 
addicts. He saw great need and 
wanted to help more but his 
church didn’t support him. 

He left the denomination 
and, in fact, grew angry at 
God.

“I sat in my recliner. I was 
mad at Jesus. I asked Him 
‘what do I do now?’” 

God led him to a mission 
in Harrisburg, Pa. There he 

talked to people working in a 
Christian rescue mission. He 
came home, talked to Pat and 
began putting together food 
boxes in his garage. More and 
more needy people came. 

The Titus’ later sold part of 
their land and moved into a 14’ 
x 70’ trailer on another part of 

the farm, using the other farm 
buildings for the thrift store, 
warehousing and the offi ce. 
Volunteers, some whom the 
Titus’ have helped through the 
mission, help out.

They joined Southern Bap-
tists after meeting several vol-
unteers at the Delaware Asso-
ciation’s booth at the state fair. 
They picked up some literature 
and liked what they saw and 
the people they met. Art talked 

with DBA’s direc-
tor of missions, 
Jim McBride. 
Art said they 
believed Baptist 
doctrine and 
petitioned to join 
both the associa-
tion and the Bap-
tist Convention 
of Maryland/
Delaware. 

McBride put 
the Titus’ in con-
tact with DBA’s 
lawyer to help set 
up a board of di-
rectors, re-do by-
laws and meet le-
gal requirements. 
He also connect-

ed the couple with association 
and convention resources and 
brought mission teams to clean 
and spruce up the property. 
Churches in the association be-
gan sending food, clothing and 
health kits. 

 “We just tried to be a 
friend,” McBride said. 

 “God’s been taking care 
of us,” Art said. Donations of 
food and supplies have poured 
in to support the mission. The 
couple lives off of the four pen-
sions Art gets and they give of 
their own resources to support 
their work. 

In addition to working the 
mission, Art has Bible studies 
on Wednesday mornings in 
the offi ce. He also gives away 
Bibles and Christian literature. 

Many know the Lord, Art 
said, but just got away from 
Him. 

“They’re like lost sheep. We 
just try to bring them back,” he 
said. 

The couple also works the 
DBA fair booth now. Last year, 
they had the Delaware State Po-
lice play “Amazing Grace” on 
bagpipes during the fair. That 
was a big hit, Art said. 

When he’s not ministering 
at the mission, he volunteers 
as chaplain for the fi re/police 
patrol. Art has served 50 years 
in fi re/police rescue. He started 
when he was 16 as a volunteer 
fi re fi ghter and trained to be a 
high mountain rescue worker. 
Now he serves as chaplain, 
directs traffi c and works with 
Crisis Intervention Services. 

When Pat isn’t helping with 
the mission she enjoys painting 
and other arts and crafts proj-
ects. The couple’s home is deco-
rated with her artwork. They 
will have been married for 23 
years on Mother’s Day.  

Beacon Mission is a refuge for the lost and needy
continued from page one

April Doup and Verda Robertson are among many volunteers 

who help at the mission. Robertson is a member of Beacon 

Mission’s Board of Directors.

An all day workshop targeted to your church’s 
media ministry leaders. We will equip you with skills 
and resources in graphic design, audio, lighting, 
projection, software and video.

All in the context of the worship experience! 

www.yourbcmd.org/C305

June 4 • 9-3:30
South Columbia Church, Columbia MD 

Communicating 
Christ in the ChurchC3:

Only $30 per person! Includes lunch, a CD 
of motion and still graphics, evaluations of today’s 
top worship software, the book “Media Ministry 
Made Easy” (a $25 value!) and a notebook chocked 
full of resources and session notes!

Bring your whole media ministry team 
to get critical insights from our session leaders. 
Space is very limited—register today!
Register deadline is May 20!

Two great tracks for your ministry needs!

C3 is a partnership between Acuity Audio Visual, the Blue Ridge 
Baptist Association and the Baptist Convention of MD/DE

Content Creation Track

“Basic Video Editing” and 
“Shortcuts for Testimony 
Videos”— Aaron Schwindt

“The Elements of Photoshop 
Elements: Making your own 
graphics”— Phil Graves

“Making your media shout!”— 
Joseph Bruno

Hardware/Systems Track

“Video and Lighting for 
Worship: How can you see 
the Light when the light is dim 
and the projector is broke” 
— Acuity Audio Visual

Audio for Worship: How can 
you get the Message when 
the messenger isn’t working” 
— Acuity Audio Visual



Dining hall workers 
are busy making the cui-
sine more Asian friendly. 
Dubois said they’ve found 
that 35% of the groups 
coming to Skycroft are 
Asian; so the staff is trying 
to make more Asian meals. 

Staff members are 
also learning different lan-
guages so they can better 
meet the needs of different 
ethnic groups. New bro-
chures are being printed in 
Spanish and Korean. 

Dubois said the facility improvements 
were done by staff and some volunteer 
help.  

Dubois said the work was intense. 
“On Monday we’d tear apart; Tuesday we 
painted; Wednesday we carpeted and we 
had to put it all back together by Friday,” 
he said. Groups were booked sometimes a 
year in advance for the weekend.

Future plans include renovating 
Kamp Kaylor, a rustic camp used for boys’ 
groups. There is also a long range goal of 
adding a new building including a 500 
foot worship center and 40 hotel rooms. 

Skycroft has been self-supported 
since 1980 and contributes $150,000 to 
BCM/D annually. They receive no money 
from the Cooperative program. 

The center employs ten full-time and 
nine part-time staff members. 

 “God keeps blessing Skycroft,” Du-
bois said. 
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Skycroft Conference Center gets facelift

Skycroft Staff

Skycroft 

Conference Center

9621 Frostown Road 

Middletown, MD 21769  

(800) 536-6759

skycroft@skycroft.org

www.skycroft.org

continued from page one

Doug DuBois Dawn Reynolds Andy Anderson Grace Schofield David Moore



By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

HIGHLAND, Md. —Even 
while humanity gasped in hor-
ror at the unbelievable loss of 
150,000 people in the wake of a 
terrorizing tsunami in South-
east Asia, many barely have 
nodded at the millions killed, 
enslaved or displaced in Sudan 
since 1956.

This makes Manuel Laz-
erov mad. 

Lazerov fi rst took notice of 
the atrocities while attending 
The Israel Project conference in 
Washington, D.C., in June 2004. 
A board member of the Jewish 
Federation of Howard County, 
Lazerov brought along Bob 
Simpson, director of communi-
cations at the Baptist Conven-
tion of Maryland/Delaware, to 
the meeting. There, they dis-
cussed opportunities to part-
ner with Southern Baptists to 
intervene in the horrifi c activity 
unfolding several continents 
away.

A Jewish commercial real 
estate developer, Lazerov con-
siders the current atrocities in 
the oil-rich African country a 
strong parallel to what his own 
people experienced during the 
Holocaust.

To date, he has made con-
tact with the International Mis-
sion Board of the SBC, Rabbi 
Mitchell Wohlberg of Beth 
Tfi loh and offi cials of the Cath-
olic Church, including Bishop 
Macram Max Gassis, head of 
the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
El Obeid in central 
Sudan. 

Likening 
Sudan to a ‘War-
saw ghetto in the 
desert,’ he deter-
minedly will do 
whatever it takes 
to help suffering 
Sudanese, in what 
he – and former 
Secretary of State 
Colin Powell 
– calls ‘genocide.’ 

The U.S. Ho-
locaust Museum 
also issued a geno-
cide warning for 
Sudan because 
more than two 
million people 
have died and 
more than four 
million have been 
driven from their 
homes in Sudan in 
the past 17 years 
as the result of the 
civil war. Most 
now live in peril-
ous conditions in 
refugee camps in 
neighboring Chad.

Last Septem-
ber, Powell told 
Congress in a 
testimony before 
the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee that, in 
interviews with 1,136 refugees 
in Chad, the State Department 
found a “consistent and wide-
spread pattern of atrocities 
committed against non-Arab 
villagers,” by the Arab militia, 
called Janjaweed or Jingaweit. 

The atrocities include 
the systematic rape, murder, 
starvation and displacement 

of over one million civilians 
belonging to the Fur, Masalit 
and Zaghawa ethnic groups. 
Villages and crops, through-
out the 150,000 square-mile 
expanse of desert 
and savannah, 
have been repeat-
edly destroyed, 
causing increas-
ing alarm that 
Sudanese farmers 
will face even 
greater losses un-
less something is 
done.

The news 
overwhelms Laz-
erov. 

“The world 
just sits by doing 
nothing. I don’t 
know how to do 
it, but I am going 
to try to make a 
difference!” he 
pledged.

True to his 
passionate con-
viction, Lazerov, who belongs 
to Beth Tfi loh Synagogue in 
Pikeville, Md., has already 
worked with multiple religious 
groups to provide humanitar-
ian aid to the region.

Lazerov has also met with 
Congressmen Elijah Cummins 
(D-MD) and Frank R. Wolf (R-
VA), co-chairman of the Con-
gressional Human Rights Cau-
cus, a bipartisan organization 
of nearly 200 House members 
that identifi es and works to 
alleviate human rights abuses 
worldwide.

Wolf, who has traveled 
to Sudan fi ve times, has wit-
nessed fi rsthand the tremen-
dous suffering of the people at 
the hands of corrupt govern-
ments, war, AIDS and famine. 

“More people have died 
in Sudan than in Kosovo, 
Bosnia, Rwanda and Somalia 
combined,” the Congressman 
observed.

According to their June 
Darfur Trip Report, Sen. Sam 
Brownback (R-KS) and Con. 
Wolf agreed that the situation 
in Darfur is the worst hu-

manitarian crisis in the world 
today. They speculate that 
even under the best of circum-
stances, the many Darfuris 
forced from their homes are 
expected to die from malnutri-
tion and diarrhea or diseases 
such as malaria and cholera in 
the coming months.

Consequently—despite his 
greater concern that Sudan has 
earned the reputation of being 
a training ground for Islamic 
terrorists, such as Osama bin 
Laden—Lazerov is by neces-
sity, focusing on two areas of 

dire need: phar-
maceuticals to help 
alleviate disease 
among the refugees 
and water purifi ca-
tion systems to in-
sure clean water.

Lazerov has 
worked with Cross-
Link International, 
a group of evangeli-
cal Catholics and 
Protestants who 
have been operat-
ing for many years 
worldwide as a li-
censed warehouser 
and distributor of 
pharmaceuticals. 
The organization is 
handling the logisti-
cal efforts in getting 
the medicine to 
Sudan.

So far, he has 
raised over $35,000 
for purchasing the 
antibiotics, anti-ma-
larial medicines and 
vitamins. Sadly, the 
supply will only last 
a couple of months.

The commercial 
developer is also 
having water purifi -
cation equipment re-
designed to work in 
areas without elec-

tricity, and in some instances, 
without hand pumps. The 
mobile equipment is capable of 
fi ltering out bacteria, viruses 
and parasites while putting 
iodine back into the fi ltered 
water, since Sudan is an iodine 
defi cient area. Existing wells 
provide pure water, but the 
water becomes contaminated 
after exposure to the elements.

“The medicine is helpful, 
but only if the water is treated 
as well,” Lazerov explained.

From interactions with the 
IMB, Lazerov learned that pri-

or efforts to provide 
humanitarian aid to 
Sudan’s westernmost 
area were frustrated 
by the Janjaweed’s 
control of the geo-
graphically remote 
Darfur, which is 
linked to Khartoum 
simply by a 700-mile 
dirt road and non-
functioning rail line.

 “I have been un-
able to get anything 
moving in Akot – the 
[Southern Baptist] 
clinic in southern Su-
dan as of yet,” Laz-
erov decried, “be-
cause the Khartoum 
government has 
threatened to confi s-
cate those medical 
facilities where they 

treat 2,000 to 3,000 monthly. 
The situation is currently in 
limbo.” 

This is in spite of a recent 
Peace Accord, one many be-
lieve will not last, which re-
quires removing all barriers to 
the admittance of international 
aid into Darfur, the cessation 
of attacks against civilians, and 
disarming the Janjaweed.

Nonetheless, Lazerov 
discovered a way around the 
problem. All assistance he 
provides goes through the 
Christian controlled South, and 
not through Khartoum, he ex-
plained. With this option, there 
is little or no overhead to di-
minish the impact of the relief 
that comes in.

Though he is passionate for 
the cause, Lazerov is quick to 
say that he has no proprietary 
interest in this country other 
than to simply make a differ-
ence. He envisions a collective 
ecumenical effort on the part 
of people who care about these 
things.

Persons interested in 
contributing to the relief ef-
fort can contact Lazerov 
by phone at (410) 531-3500 
or (410) 952-3331; by fax at 
(410) 988-9300; or by email at 
mlazerov@comcast.net. Contri-
butions may be mailed directly 
to the Jewish Federation of 
Howard County at 8950 Route 
108, Suite 115, Columbia, MD 
21045.

Lazerov credits his wife 
Jeanie for helping him over-
come his initial intimidation 
about getting involved. With all 
the work that needs to be done, 
he wonders why more Ameri-
cans of all stripes aren’t step-
ping in to stop the violence. 

“I guess that at the bottom 
of it all, I sometimes wish that 
I had been old enough during 
the Holocaust to have made a 
difference, or to have helped in 
getting Jewish survivors on the 
Exodus to Israel,” he offered.

“I really don’t know what 
else to say,” he scratched his 
head, before adding, “We have 
a window of opportunity here 
to have an infl uence on this 
man-made, avoidable catastro-
phe. Let’s do something before 
it’s too late.”
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Manuel Lazerov, who belongs to Beth Tfiloh Synagogue in 

Pikeville, Md., has already worked with multiple religious 

groups to provide humanitarian aid to the Sudan region.

The Committee on 

Conscience of the 

United States Holocaust 

Memorial Museum 

outlines at least five 

things you can do to 

help prevent genocide. 

Other interfaith 

groups, such as Save 

Darfur, provide similar 

steps, with sample 

content for you to use. 

(www.savedarfur.com)

1. Keep informed. Find 

out more about what is 

going on from various 

news sources and 

organizations. Sign up to 

receive the Committee 

on Conscience electronic 

newsletter or regularly 

visit www.committeeon

conscience.org for 

updates. 

2. Contact the media. 

Write a letter to the 

editor of your local 

newspaper or to 

other news outlets 

to comment on their 

coverage of Darfur or 

to express your views 

about the importance of 

public attention to the 

story.

3. Communicate with 

the government. Contact 

your government 

representatives to let 

them know your views 

and concerns about 

events in Darfur. 

4. Support relief efforts. 

Find out more about 

relief organizations 

mounting efforts to help 

civilians affected by the 

crisis. They may have 

ideas of ways you can 

help. See the Committee 

on Conscience Web 

site for a link to listings 

of relief organizations 

operating in Darfur or 

consider contributing 

directly through the 

Jewish Federation 

of Howard County 

to directly support 

the efforts of Manuel 

Lazerov.

5. Get engaged in your 

community. Talk about 

Darfur to your friends, 

family, members of 

organizations you belong 

to, and coworkers—help 

spread the word. Look 

for groups within your 

community who may 

also be working to help 

address the crisis.

What can you do 

to help prevent 

genocide?

Interfaith groups brought together by local 

developer to provide aid to the Sudan

A malnourished girl in the MSF therapeutic feeding 

center, Iriba, Chad. Nutrition continues to be a problem 

among the refugees in Chad in spite of international 

assistance. The situation is worse inside Sudan, where 

the government is obstructing access for relief agencies. 

Photo courtesy of Jerry Fowler, staff director of the 

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum’s Committee 

on Conscience
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Marylanders gather to 
defend marriage and pray for 
legislators

Marylanders gathered at 
the State Capital in Annapolis 
on Mar. 10 to promote a consti-
tutional amendment defi ning 
marriage as one man and one 
woman. This rally was a con-
tinued reaction to the ACLU’s 
lawsuit claiming Maryland’s 
law is unconstitutional because 
it defi nes marriage as a union 
between a man and a woman. 
    Defend Maryland Marriage, 
an organization committed to 
supporting House Bill 1220 of 
Maryland’s Family Law Arti-
cle, which establishes that only 
a marriage between a man and 
a woman is valid in Maryland, 
organized the gathering. Over 
1,000 religious leaders attended 
the event. 
    The rally featured a diverse 
group of speakers, including 
Del. Don Dwyer Jr. of Anne 
Arundel County; David Lee, 
executive director of the Bap-
tist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware; and “Carol,” an un-
assuming woman who told the 
story of her life which included 
30 years as a lesbian. She sited 
early childhood traumas as the 
cause of her lesbian lifestyle, 
which was changed nearly 20 
years ago when she became a 
Christian.  
    “I have never met a former 
Irishman, I have never met 
a former Korean, but I stand 
before you today a former 
lesbian,” she said, dispelling 
some of the common myths 
surrounding homosexuality, 
and giving God the credit for 
her lifestyle change.
    The Mar. 10 rally, coincid-
ing on the same day of a Court 
of Appeals hearing on a mo-
tion to intervene in the ACLU 
lawsuit by Dwyer and fellow 
legislators, followed a Jan. 27 
rally intended for the same 
purpose. Around 3,000 sup-
porters surrounded Maryland’s 
capital city to urge passage of 
Bill 1220.
    Currently, the constitutional 
amendment sponsored by 
Del. Charles Boutin is being 
held in the judiciary commit-

tee, despite various media 
reports that the bill was killed. 
Supporters of traditional mar-
riage are strongly encouraged 
to contact their legislators to 
ensure that this bill gets a vote 
this year. 
    In other efforts, on Jan. 9, 
Dwyer, Sen. Janet Greenip, 
and Doug Stiegler of the As-
sociation of Maryland Families 
converged on the State Capital 
along with nearly 400 citizens 
and 80 church leaders from 
Maryland for the purpose of 
lifting the state and elected 
leaders up in prayer before 
the start of the 2005 legislative 
session. The group, outside, 
surrounded the Capital build-
ing along the lanes of State 
Circle while the group of pas-
tors and church leaders, in 
spite of attempts to escort them 
from the building, prayed 
inside. This annual prayer be-
gan nearly nine years ago and 
was started by Sen. Greenip in 
an attempt to bring prayer to 
the legislative process. 
    Defend Maryland Marriage 
is chaired by Pastor Rick Bow-
ers of The Living Stone House 
of Worship in Columbia. Along 
with Dwyer, he will continue 
building a support network 
across the state using commu-
nity events and church meet-
ings for this vital effort.
(Source: www.defendmaryland 
marriage.com)

“Hetero-Normativity” 
challenged at Harvard

On Feb. 26, actress Jada 
Pinkett Smith inadvertently 
created controversy at Harvard 
by openly expressing her love 
for her husband, actor Will 
Smith. In her remarks dur-
ing the 20th annual Cultural 
Rhythms show, which annually 
showcases students’ diverse 
backgrounds and artistic tal-
ent, she declared that today’s 
woman “can have it all—a 
loving man, devoted husband, 
loving children, a fabulous ca-
reer.” The comments offended 
gay students because of their 
“hetero-normative content.”

Harvard’s Bisexual, Gay, 
Lesbian, Transgender and Sup-
porters Alliance (BGLTSA) 
demanded an apology because 
Smith “implied that standard 
sexual relationships are only 

between males and females,” 
according to a press release 
circulated on Mar. 1 by the 
BGLTSA—and developed in 
coordination with the Har-
vard Foundation for Intercul-
tural and Race Relations. This 
foundation, which honored 
Pinkett Smith as their “Artist 
of the Year” and sponsored her 
visit, promptly apologized and 
scheduled a series of campus-
wide meetings to avoid such of-
fensive occasions in the future.

“This controversy reveals 
the radical nature of the so-
called gay rights agenda, with 
its determination to obliterate 
all relationship norms and 
to strike back at anyone who 
speaks warmly of the tradi-
tional family,” commented 
Michael Medved, host of the 
nationally syndicated conser-
vative radio talk show, The Mi-
chael Medved Show. “The lack 
of standards for pursuing love 
and happiness will ultimately 
cripple rather than liberate our 
increasingly confused young 
people.” (Source: Beyond the 
News)

4-D Ultrasound offers sound 
evidence for pro-life efforts

Throughout March, a new 
National Geographic docu-
mentary aired on the National 
Geographic Channel called 
“In the Womb.” Viewers were 
allowed to explore the life of 
a child growing from a single 
cell to a full-grown baby girl 
through relatively new science 
called 4-D Ultrasound. 

While ultrasound is a safe 
and non-invasive way for doc-
tors to see inside a pregnant 
woman’s body, traditional 
ultrasound images are two-di-
mensional, forcing doctors to 
create three-dimensional im-
ages in their minds. 4D Ultra-
sound with real-time motion is 
a new, powerful tool that can 
aid physicians in studying the 
baby’s motion and behavior. 

Also a tool for pro-life ad-
vocates, it has been determined 
that many women who use 
4-D Ultrasound decide to keep 
their child. It has also been de-
termined that pregnant women 
have stopped smoking, drink-
ing and taking drugs after 
seeing their developing baby. 
Accordingly, in Congress, Rep. 

Cliff Stearns (R-FL) has intro-
duced the Informed Choice Act 
(H.R. 216), which would allow 
grants to place 4-D Ultrasound 
equipment in pregnancy re-
source centers. (Source: Family 
Resource Council)

 
Upcoming Prayer events 
planned

National Day of Prayer, 
May 5 – As American troops 
fi ght for democracy and free-
dom around the globe, citizens 
of the United States are prepar-
ing to celebrate their freedom 
to gather, worship and pray. 
Millions will answer the call to 
prayer on May 5, the 54th An-
nual National Day of Prayer, by 
fl ocking to observances held in 
public venues to pray for the 
nation, governmental leaders, 
media, and schools.

This year’s theme is “God 
Shed His Grace On Thee” and 
is based on Hebrews 4:16 NIV 
- “Let us then approach the throne 
of grace with confi dence so that we 
may receive mercy and fi nd grace 
to help us in our time of need.” 

Noted author and pastor 
Max Lucado is the 2005 Honor-
ary Chairman and will address 
the national event in Wash-
ington, D.C. In addition to his 
appearance at the national ob-
servance, Lucado has released, 
Turn: Remembering Our Founda-
tions, which is this year’s theme 
book. (Source: www.national 
dayofprayer.org.) 

 
Global Day of Prayer, May 
15 – Africa invites the whole 
world to participate in a Global 
Day of Repentance and Prayer 
on Pentecost Sunday - May 
15, 2005. This is the fi rst year 
that there has been an attempt 
to have the United States par-
ticipate.  As part of the Global 
Day of Prayer, the organizers 
ask that churches pray for 10 
days before the actual Global 
Day of Prayer, immediately 
following the National Day of 
Prayer. Learn more at http://w
ww.globaldayofprayer.com.  To 
discuss what may happen here 
in Maryland, contact the Mis-
sion America Regional Associ-
ate, Judy Kesselman, at (410) 
515-4336 or by email at Judah
Lion777@comcast.net. (Source: 
Christian Coalition of Maryland, 
www.ccmaryland.org.)

EnCounter-Culture: A look at Christian response to 
today’s culture

BEGIN A RELATIONSHIP 

WITH GOD

GOD’S INITIATIVE:

God sent his son, Jesus, to die 
on the cross, paying the penalty 
for your sins, and promised 
“everyone who believes in Him 
will not perish but have eternal 
life.” John 3:16

OUR RESPONSE:

ADMIT…that you need to be 
rightly related to God. Under-
stand that you are sinner. Pride 
keeps us from doing some of 
the most important things in 
life.  Without God’s interven-
tion, your sin will ultimately 
lead to death and eternal 
separation from God. “No one 
is good –- not even one. No one 
has real understanding; no one 
is seeking God.”  Romans 3:10
“For all have sinned; all fall 
short of God’s glorious stan-
dard.” Romans 3:23

REPENT…from your sin and 
turn to God accepting by faith 
His gift of salvation. “Now 
turn from your sins and turn to 
God, so you can be cleansed of 
your sins.”  Acts 3:19 “For the 
wages of sin is death, but the 
free gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Romans 6:23 

BELIEVE…that God’s son, Je-
sus Christ, makes it possible for 
you to have a relationship with 
God. “For God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to 
himself…” 2 Corinthians 5:19
“This is real love. It is not 
that we loved God, but that 
He loved us and sent His son 
as a sacrifi ce to take away our 
sins.”  1 John 4:10

CONFESS…your sin to God.  
If you want to make this choice 
now, you can express that de-
sire to God in a prayer similar 
to this one: “Dear God, I know 
I am a sinner. I believe Jesus 
shed his blood, died and rose 
again to take the punishment 
for my sin. I accept your offer 
of forgiveness and eternal life.  
I thank you for what you have 
done for me, and I give you my 
life from this day forward.”

EXPRESS…your faith publi-
cally. Share it with a Christian 
friend or a pastor.  You will 
want to become involved in 
a local church where you can 
grow in your knowledge of 
Christ.  If you choose a Baptist 
church, you will be encouraged 
to be baptized as a public 
expression of your faith.
“If you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you 
will be saved.  Anyone who 
believes in Him will not be dis-
appointed.” Romans 10:9; 11

DEDICATE…yourself as a 
fully devoted follower of Jesus 
Christ.  Receiving God’s gift of 
forgiveness through Christ will 
set your life in an opposite di-
rection of the one you’ve been 
going. Now you are following 
God. “Jesus said to all of them, 
‘If people want to follow me, 
they must give up the things 
they want. They must be will-
ing to give up their lives daily 
to follow me.’” Luke 9:23 

Scripture from the 
New Living Translation

Ministers Family Getaway ‘05
...an opportunity for BCM/D ministry families with children to 
laugh, play and worship together in a relaxed resort setting. 
Enjoy Willow Valley’s pools, indoor water park, tennis and 
basketball courts, playground, duck pond, fi tness center, 
whirlpools, saunas, and complimentary bus tour of the Amish 
country. Join us as we explore the unique issues of ministry 
families in breakout groups for children, youth and parents. 
Come together for celebrative worship and Bible study for the 
whole family!  

Conference Fee–  $239.00 includes deluxe 
accommodations and smorgasbord breakfast and dinner 
daily for the entire family. Retreat is limited to members 
of your household. $50.00 must accompany registration. 
Balance is due July 15. Register today—space is limited!

Early bird special–  $189.00 until May 15. 

First-Timers special– $50 off for any family who did 
not attend in 2004!

This event is made possible because of your generous gifts to 
the Cooperative Program.

Great gift 

idea for your 

minister’s 

family!

Ministers Family Getaway
Willow Valley Resort and Conference Center
Lancaster, PA
August 26-28, 2005



BL • April 2005 • 9

Ecuador, South America, 
has become a mission fi eld op-
portunity for the Baptists of 
Maryland/Delaware. As early 
as this summer, and especially 
for 2006, Ecuador offers us a 
vast opportunity for mission 
trips and partnerships. Com-
ing near the end of our Mexico 
partnership, Ecuador, along 
with several islands of the Ca-
ribbean, will be added to our 
list of opportunities in 2006, 
for almost the same costs as 
Mexico.

This new mission op-
portunity came as a gift from 
one of our churches, Pleasant 
View Church, Port Deposit, 
which is already at work in 
Ecuador. They invited Dan 

Sheffi eld, World Missions and 
Partnerships coordinator for the   
BCM/D to go on a Discovery 
Trip, led by Pastor Harold Phil-
lips, to Ecuador this February. 
The result was a whole new 
fi eld of mission opportunities 
for our churches.

Though we will not be 
entering into a formal partner-
ship with Ecuador as we have 
with other areas in the past, we 
will be able to help churches, 
associations and individuals 
to take mission trips and to 
set up their own partnerships 
in Ecuador. As before, we will 
be working in cooperation 
with our International Mission 
Board and with local Baptists 
in Ecuador.

Opportunities for service 
in Ecuador will be similar 
to those available in Mexico: 
working with children, youth, 
and adults; conducting Vaca-
tion Bible Schools and other 
Bible studies; leading youth ac-
tivities and sports camps; help-
ing to start churches; helping 
with evangelism; helping with 
leadership training; helping 
with construction of church 
buildings; etc.

New possibilities available 
in Ecuador will include: help-
ing operate “soup kitchens” 
and providing shoes for needy 
children, for evangelism and 
starting churches.

Also new in Ecuador for 
2006 is the possibility of “Jun-

gle Teams” journeying into the 
rain forests and jungles of Ec-
uador and the Amazon basin 
to take the Gospel to “diffi cult-
to-reach” people groups.

A state Discovery Team 
will be going to Ecuador this 
Fall or early in 2006 for those 
who are interested in seeing 
the possibilities for taking 
their own teams in 2006 or 
after. 

If you are interested in 
going on a Discovery Team to 

Ecuador, please contact our World 
Missions and Partnerships offi ce 

by calling (800) 525-2241 or email 
missiontrips@aol.com, to be added 

to our contact list or for 
more information.

Missions Opportunities in 2005 and 2006:

As a number of our 
churches are setting up mis-
sion trips and partnerships 
in West Africa, Scotland, and 
Mexico, we are also offering 
opportunities to individuals 
from our churches to be a part 
of state-wide teams to West 
Africa and Mexico this sum-
mer. Applicants must be mem-
bers of a BCM/D church, at 
least 15 years of age at the time 
of the trip, and must pay their 
own expenses (hopefully with 
the help of their church and 
interested individuals).

The state Mexico team 
will be June 18-26, 2005, and 
will cost $1500 per person. The 

team will be helping with con-
struction and evangelism for a 
new church in the mountains 
about a two-hour drive from 
the city of Puebla, Mexico. 
George Jack will be the team 
leader. George is a member 
of First Baptist Church of 
Perryville and serves as the 
Maryland/Delaware represen-
tative to the International Mis-
sion Board. He has served on 
mission teams to Mexico and 
Moldova.

The state West Africa team 
will be July 23-31, 2005, and 
will cost $2500 per person. The 
team will be working with 
an unreached people group 

in Senegal or Guinea-Bissau, 
West Africa. They will be do-
ing prayer-walking, gathering 
information on the people 
group, and attempting to en-
gage members of the people 
group, “planting seeds for 
the Gospel,” and establishing 
initial relationships for future 
development. Stan Graham 
will serve as the team leader. 
Stan is church planter and 
pastor of Pathways Church in 
Bel Air. He has been on mis-
sion to Scotland and to West 
Africa.

If you would like to serve 
on either of these two teams, 
please contact our World Mis-

sions and Partnership offi ce 
at 1-800-525-2241 or email 
missiontrips@aol.com for 
more information or for ap-
plications. 

A 10% deposit ($150 for 
Mexico or $250 for West Afri-
ca) must accompany the appli-
cation. The remainder of the 
cost of the trip must be paid by 
May 1, 2005 for Mexico and by 
June 1, 2005, for West Africa. 
Team members to both places 
will be required to have a valid 
passport, attend training, and 
for West Africa, be immunized 
for Yellow Fever and Malaria. 
Applications will be received 
until each team is fi lled.

State-wide teams will go to West Africa and Mexico this summer

Discovery Team will go to Ecuador, South America in 2006

By Shannon Baker 
National Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. — Chris-
tian journalists have the re-
sponsibility of not only being 
truthful, but also being edify-
ing, maintained Will Hall, vice 
president for news services 
of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention. He was the featured 
speaker at a BaptistLIFE ban-
quet held Oct. 30 at the BCM/D 
Center.

 “By the way they write, 
Christian journalists can ad-
vance the cause of Christ,” 
emphasized Hall, who man-
ages Baptist Press, the SBC’s 
national news wire service, as 
its executive editor. He also 
serves as convention press in-
formation offi cer for the Execu-
tive Committee, manages the 
newsroom at the SBC annual 
meeting and acts as press rep-
resentative for the SBC.

A West Virginia native, 
Hall is a 1982 graduate of the 
U.S. Naval Academy, where lat-
er as an instructor, 1996-1998, 
he directed all academic pro-
grams for leadership develop-
ment. During his time as a fac-
ulty member at the Annapolis 
institution, he led a three-year 
curriculum re-design effort 
that focused on instilling the 
values of who a leader should 
be.

He and his wife, Catherine, 
and their three sons, Will III, 
Nathan, and Jacob, were mem-
bers of Faith Baptist Church in 
Glen Burnie, where he served 

in a variety of capacities, in-
cluding deacon and teacher.

Advising the BaptistLIFE 
team that certain aspects dif-
ferentiate Christian journalism 
from secular journalism, Hall 
pointed to 1 Corinthians 1:18, 
which says, “For the Word of 
the cross is foolishness to those 
who are perishing, 
but to us who are 
being saved it is the 
power of God,” as 
his operational verse.

 “Christian jour-
nalists should not 
write for the Gospel 
if they haven’t grap-
pled with the Gospel 
personally,” he as-
serted.

When dealing 
with controversial is-
sues, Christian jour-
nalists should decide 
whether the material 
would benefi t the 
Christian commu-
nity, Hall continued, 
sharing his ongoing 
effort to respond in 
grace with an eye to-
ward reconciliation.

 “Though the 
Scripture gives us 
license to reproof 
and correct, we must 
do so in a way that 
builds up others, not condemn 
them,” he cautioned, pointing 
to 2 Timothy 3:16.

Since joining the Executive 
Committee staff in 2000, Hall’s 
initiatives have included the 
revamping of the Baptist Press 

website; the development of 
an annual Student Journalism 
conference taught by Christian 
journalists from prestigious 
media outlets; the development 
of BP Sports, a division of BP 
News, which provides exclu-
sive daily coverage of athletic 
teams at Baptist colleges and 

universities; and “BP on As-
signment,” the deployment of 
reporters and photographers 
“on the ground” for story de-
velopment.

Hall also is investigating 
how Baptist Press might play 

a role in radio by providing 
newsfeed, actualities and other 
products to Christian stations. 
Research shows that between 
75 and 80 million adults listen 
to Christian radio each week 
and 36 percent are not born 
again Christians. So there is 
tremendous promise for ex-

panding the reach 
of the Christian 
news service.

BP News 
reaches about 1.2 
million Southern 
Baptists in print 
through 41 state 
Baptist newspapers 
and journals. The 
news service has a 
rapidly expanding 
Internet constituen-
cy that has grown 
about 45-fold in just 
under four years. 
In addition to about 
12,500 subscrib-
ers who receive 
daily electronic dis-
patches of Baptist 
Press, the BP News 
headline links are 
featured on about 
5,500 Internet sites. 

Hall noted that 
the Baptist Press 
audience also has 
a huge number of 

readers who are non-Baptist 
and even non-Christian.

 “What is the potential for 
what you do?” he asked. “Ev-
erything you do helps others 
make steps closer to getting to 
know the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Will Hall’s time in Maryland prepared him for SBC 
leadership as VP for news services

Stay in touch with 

what Baptists are 

doing all over the 

world by subscrib-

ing to Baptist Press’ 

daily email updates at 

www.bpnews.net.



By LifeWay Staff

PHOENIX, Ariz. — Re-
search results being released 
for the fi rst time in the March/
April edition of “Facts & 
Trends” magazine show most 
Protestant clergy are involved 
with continuing their education 
through classes and/or semi-
nars, but a majority feels their 
budget for additional education 
is insuffi cient. Additionally, 
slightly under half say they are 
encouraged by their church’s 
leaders to continue their educa-
tion using church time and/or 
funds.

Conducted for LifeWay 
Christian Resources by Ellison 
Research (Phoenix, Ariz.), the 
study took a representative 
sample of 860 Protestant church 
ministers nationwide, asked 
pastors about their participa-
tion in classes, conferences, 
and seminars, as well as their 
church’s budget for such activi-
ties. 

Only 9% of all senior pas-
tors had not attended any class-
es, conferences, or seminars in 
the last two years. 

The study showed that 
church growth and leadership 
or management skills develop-
ment are less common among 
pastors in small churches than 
among those leading churches 
with 100 or more in regular at-
tendance.

Pastor’s age not a factor
There are relatively few 

differences by the pastor’s age 
or the church’s region of the 
country. Fifteen percent of pas-
tors age 60 or older had not 
completed any continuing edu-
cation courses in the last two 
years, compared to 8% of those 
under 60. Younger ministers 
are more likely than older ones 
to have focused on leadership 
or management skills as well as 
marriage and family ministry. 
Youth ministry and personal 
skills training are both particu-
larly popular in the Northeast, 
while evangelism and outreach 
training is particularly popular 
in the South.

There are some signifi cant 
differences according to de-
nomination. The average minis-
ter has received continuing ed-
ucation on 3.6 different topics 
during the last two years; for 
Methodists, this is 4.5 different 
topics. Southern Baptists, also, 
are more likely than average to 
be trained on a variety of top-
ics, with an average of 4.0 over 
the last two years. 

Some topics are particu-
larly popular in certain de-
nominational groups. Church 
growth training, for example, 
is something undertaken by 
70% of Methodist ministers 
and 60% of Southern Baptists, 
but just 44% of Presbyterians 
and 28% of Lutherans. Another 
example is that 62% of South-
ern Baptists have continuing 
education with evangelism or 
outreach, compared to just 33% 
of Pentecostal/charismatic pas-
tors.

Seldom a church budget 

item
Even though most minis-

ters have participated in semi-
nars or classes, 36% say their 
church does not budget any 
money for this, and the aver-

age church that does budget 
for this reserves just $1,504 per 
year for continuing education 
for their senior pastor. 

Half of the smallest 
churches have 
no money at all 
in their budget 
for training for 
the senior pastor 
(compared to 24% 
of churches with 
100-199 people 
attending, and 
16% of larger 
churches). Pente-
costal and Baptist 
churches (other 
than Southern 
Baptist) are the 
least likely to 
budget for the 
pastor’s training, 
while Presbyteri-
an and Lutheran 
churches are the 
most likely to 
do so. Overall, 
82% of mainline 
churches have 
money in the budget for the 
pastor’s continued education, 
compared to just 62% of evan-
gelical churches.

Among churches with 
more than one paid staff 
member, 74% budget funds for 
continuing education for staff 
other than the senior pastor (an 
average of $1,419 per church 
among those that do, although 
sometimes that amount is split 
among multiple staff members). 

Only a minority of church-
es (32%) have any money bud-
geted for continuing education 
for key lay leaders, and the 
average for all lay leaders com-
bined is under $1,200 annually.

Only 45% of pastors believe 
their budget for continued edu-
cation is suffi cient, while 55% 
call it insuffi cient. Lutherans 
(61%) and Presbyterians (56%) 
are more likely than clergy in 
other denominations to believe 
their budget for this is suffi -
cient.

Among churches with mul-
tiple staff members, 46% of pas-
tors feel their budget for con-
tinuing education of their staff 
is suffi cient, while 54% call the 
budget insuffi cient. 

Where pastors really think 
their budget is insuffi cient is in 
training for key lay leaders; just 
27% feel they have a suffi cient 
budget for this.

Little encouragement to 

continue education
One additional issue is that 

many pastors aren’t being en-
couraged to further their edu-
cation by leaders in the church 
(deacons, elders, board of direc-
tors, etc.). Forty-eight percent 
of all ministers say they are en-
couraged to continue their edu-
cation using church time and/
or funds. Another 8% say they 
are encouraged to further their 
education, as long as they use 
personal time and/or money 
to do so. Many (40%) say they 
are neither encouraged nor 
discouraged to continue their 
education, while 2% report be-
ing actively discouraged from 
doing so. 

The smaller the church, 
the less likely the pastor is to 
be encouraged to further his 
or her education. Only 39% of 
ministers in small churches 
say they are encouraged to at-

tend classes and seminars us-
ing church time and/or funds, 
compared to 55% in mid-size 
churches, and 64% in larger 
congregations. 

The attitudes of church 
leadership toward pastoral 
education vary signifi cantly by 
denomination. Most Presbyte-
rian ministers are encouraged 
to further their education with 
church time or funds (73%), as 
are a majority of Methodists 
(57%) and half of Lutherans 
(51%). Pentecostals and South-
ern Baptists are the ones most 
likely to report ambivalence 
toward continued education 
by their church leadership. In 
general, there is far less encour-
agement to attend conferences 
and seminars in evangelical 
churches than in mainline 
Protestant churches; 39% of 
pastors in evangelical churches 
are encouraged to further their 
education using church time/
money, compared to 64% in 
mainline churches.

Ron Sellers, president of 
Ellison Research, found it par-

ticularly noteworthy that not 
even half of all senior pastors 
are encouraged to further their 
education using church time 
or funds. “The ironic thing is 

that the laity still 
has the view that 
it’s the pastor’s job 
to do everything in 
the church, from 
growing the congre-
gation to planning 
worship to being 
a youth leader, yet 
many don’t wish to 
equip their pastor 
to be better at doing 
any of those things,” 
Sellers noted. “Most 
people in business 
will tell you that the 
more skilled a CEO 
is the better off that 
CEO’s company is. 
Pastors are essen-
tially the CEOs of 
local churches. Why 
would you not want 
your CEO to be 
better trained and 

equipped?”
The fi ndings seem to sup-

port one common perception 
about mainline and evangelical 
pastors, but explode another. 
“There’s a perception that evan-
gelicals sometimes do not value 
formal education as much as 
mainline Protestants,” Sellers 
said. “This study shows main-
line churches budgeting more 
money for training, putting 
more emphasis on this, and 
sending ministers to training 
on a greater variety of topics. 
There’s also a perception that 
certain topics are of greater 
interest to evangelicals - par-
ticularly small groups, church 
growth, church marketing, 
creative worship and evange-
lism. But in all of these areas, 
mainline ministers were just 
as likely, and sometimes more 
likely, to attend classes or con-
ferences as were evangelical 

The most common types of 
classes ministers attended:

Leadership/management skills  54%

Church growth  52%

Prayer/spiritual growth/renewal 49%

Evangelism/outreach training 45%

Personal skills training 28%

Discipleship/small group development 26%

Worship planning and ideas 24%

Marriage and family ministry 19%

Financial management/fundraising 16%

Youth ministry 11%

Church marketing/promotion 9%

Children’s ministry 8%

Multi-cultural ministry 6%

Single adult ministry 1%

Other types 14%

BL • April 2005 • 10

Ministers find time and money for continuing education
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Study 

Details

The sample 

of 860 Protestant 

ministers included 

only those who 

are actively lead-

ing churches. The 

study’s total sample 

is accurate to within 

±3.2 percentage 

points at the 95% 

confidence level 

with a 50 percent 

response distribu-

tion. The study was 

conducted in all 50 

states, using a rep-

resentative sample 

of pastors from all 

Protestant denomi-

nations. Respon-

dents’ geography, 

church size, and 

denomination were 

carefully tracked to 

ensure appropriate 

representation and 

accuracy.

More complete 

data from these 

questions, includ-

ing denominational 

detail, is available 

at www.ellison 

research.com.



ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT — First Baptist 
Damascus, MD, seeks an 
experienced part-time 
Administrative Assistant. 
Duties include assisting 
church staff and general offi ce 
administration, preparation 
of weekly bulletin and other 
correspondence, and maintaining 
the church membership database. 
Working computer skills 
necessary. Send your resume to 
Doyne@fbcdamascus.org or call 
Pastor Doyne at (301) 253-3278 for 
more information.

CHURCH SECRETARY — Hazel-
wood Church in Rosedale has an 
immediate opening for a church 
secretary to work 10-12 hours per 
week.  Ideal candidate should be 
profi cient in Word Perfect, Micro-
soft Word and preferred database 
management experience. Resumes 
can be forwarded to Pastor Ed 
Reese, 5310 Hazelwood Avenue, 
Baltimore, MD 21206 or email 
hazelwoodbaptist@msn.com.

MINISTER OF YOUTH AND 
ACTIVITIES — This person will 

work with a youth and college/
career group (about 75 students) 
in maintaining and developing 
programs. They will also provide 
leadership for the church’s active 
volunteer ministry teams. (chil-
dren, youth, young adults, middle 
adults, seniors). Finally this per-
son will work with the pastor to 
motivate and encourage spiritual 
growth within the overall church 
ministry. Must have a heart for 
missions. Requirements: Bible col-
lege degree. Experience in youth 
and other activities of the church. 
Interested in starting or continu-
ing seminary training. Compensa-
tion: To be determined. Financial 
help towards seminary training. 
Church: Towne Baptist in Joppa, 
Md. Send resume to secretary@to
wnebaptist.org. 

MINISTER TO YOUTH — Full-
time position available for person 
to help us establish a ministry that 
actively seeks to recruit youth and 
their families into the fellowship 
of the church. Send resume or call 
Grace Baptist Church, 805 Atlanta 
Road, Seaford, DE 19973. Phone: 
(302) 629-8434.

MUSICIAN NEEDED — 
New Church is in need of a musi-

cian for the 11:00 a.m. service. 
Must be able to read music and 
direct the choir. Salary is negotia-
ble. Please contact Pastor Darnell 
Ranson at (410) 254-8300 or (410) 
435-7564.

YOUTH DIRECTOR — The 
dynamic youth of First Baptist 
Church, Damascus, Md., are 
searching for a dynamic youth 
director. This opportunity will be 
spiritually challenging, yet spiritu-
ally rewarding. Those led of the 
Holy Spirit should email their re-
sume to admin@fbcdamascus.org, 
call the church offi ce (301) 253-
3278, or call Mike Scyphers at (301) 
391-6837.

YOUTH PASTOR — Immedi-
ate full time opening for experi-
enced Youth Pastor for Southern 
Baptist Church on the Eastern 
shore of Md. Send resumes to 
mike@harvestbc.com. 

WANTED PIANIST/KEY 
BOARDIST — Must be skilled at 
praise music, traditional worship 
music, sight-reading, accompany-
ing and improvisation. Times re-
quired: 7:15-9pm Wednesday night 
rehearsal, 8:30-11:45am Sunday 
rehearsal and worship service. For 
interviews and audition contact: 
Rolling Hills Baptist Church, 
Elaine Everhart at (410) 740-9490.

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S EVENT 
— The 4th Annual Christian 
Women’s Event is scheduled at 
the First Church of Beltsville, 4700 
Odell Road, on April 30 from 9:30 
a.m until 3:30 p.m. The speaker is 
Mrs. Lois Fitzpatrick on the theme, 

“Choices and Consequences.”
The cost is $20.00, registration and 
lunch included. Checks should 
be made payable to First Baptist 
Church with reference # 43005 by 
April 9. Send check to: First Baptist 
Church, Attn # 43005, P.O. Box 
1548, Beltsville, MD 20704-1548. 
For additional information, call the 
church at (301) 937-7771 or visit the 
website at www.fbcbeltsville.org. 
There will be musical praise and 
worship. Come and be blessed!

SKY ANGEL — Sky Angel de-
livers 36-channels of television 
and radio Christian and family 
entertainment directly to your 
home or church. To learn more, 
contact Michael McCarthy by 
phone; (410) 570-3309 or email; 
sabao@comcast.net. 

THE FRONTLINE CONTINEN-
TALS — Saturday, April 16, 7 p.m. 
Montrose Baptist Church 5100 
Randolph Road, Rockville, MD 
20852-2242, www.montrosemini
stries.org. Cost: $3.00 per person 
(General Admission). Love Offer-
ing to be taken (100% gift to Con-
tinental Singers). Contact: Mark 
Dwyer – (301) 770-5335 ext. 210.

RETREAT TO THE OCEAN 
— The Baptist Retreat Center in 
Ocean City is available for Fall-
Spring Retreats. We can accom-
modate groups as large as 65. For 
more info, call (410) 289-6573 or 
check http://www.OCBaptist.org. 
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Reaffirm your faith in the world’s most 
timeless Book... Attend the

REDISCOVER YOUR BIBLE
SEMINAR AND EXHIBITION

America’s most unique, impressive and understandable presenta-
tion of biblical history, defense of the authenticity of the Bible,

and exhibition of biblical artifacts. 

Saturday, April 16th, 9:00am – 5:00pm
Westminster Baptist Church

“An educational and uplifting experience of a lifetime” is the
opinion of many who have spent hours with   Dr. Scott Carroll
and who have had a hands-on and close-up experience with
authentic artifacts dating back thousands of years to Abraham and
through the centuries to 1611.

Dr. Carroll walks people of all ages and back-
grounds through the  story of how the Bible
was composed and passed through time.

Sessions for all ages led by 
Dr. Scott Carroll, a professor of
archaeology and world-renowned
expert on the history of the Bible.

For Info & Resv: 1-410-848-6330
354 Crest Lane (can see off Rt. 97 near Westminster High School,

Turn east on Hook Rd., left on Crest Lane)

“Dr Scott Carroll is a dynamic speaker who makes the truths and history of
the Bible come alive and shares what it took for us to have our Bible. He
makes the artifacts cry out and give voice to the validity of the Bible. You
will leave the seminar with a wealth of information and able to help others
become more biblically literate. Your ministry will benefit from being with
Dr. Carroll.”
SPONSORS: MD Bible Society, Wheeler Chrysler-KIA,
CCPress.net, Westminster Speed & Sound, Hogg Construction

$15
Adults

$7.50
Students

• A spell-binding communicator of biblical history and
its authenticity

• Professor of Archaeology, Cornerstone U., Grand
Rapids, MI (formerly GR Baptist College)

• Ph.D., Ancient History, Miami U., Oxford, OH and
has taught 30,000 in 20 years

• Working knowledge of 14 languages -“The Indiana
Jones  of the Biblical World”

• Directs excavations in Egypt and has articles in top
journals in the world

Employment

Miscellaneous

F.A.I.T.H 2005
May 9th and 10th

Linthicum Baptist Church, Linthicum Heights, MD 

Two days of intensive evangelism training that will prepare you 
and your church for the marvelous opportunity of taking the 

good news of Jesus Christ into your community and 
into a world that desperately needs Him.

 
Your ministry will never be the same 

after this experience!

FREE- all books, materials and meals are provided! 
To register or for more info call (410) 766-0204

Serving
 Churches
 Educational groups
 Non Profi t organizations

Can accommodate up to 200 people
 Year round availability
 Conference rooms
 Cabins and lodges

Located in wooded surroundings 
 Pool  
 Lake with canoes and  

     paddle boats
 Picnic pavilion with grills

  Hiking trails  
  Hay rides

Camp Wo-Me-To
1200 Knopp Road
PO Box 160
Jarrettsville, MD 21084

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR 

FAX YOUR AD 

Deadlines are the 

second Friday of 

each month for the 

following month’s 

issue. Classified 

advertising is 75 cents 

per word ($18.00 

minimum) for BCM/D 

churches and church 

members; 85 cents 

per word ($20.00 

minimum) for non-

profit organizations; 

and 95 cents per word 

($25.00 minimum) 

for commercial 

organizations. Word 

count does not 

include words with 

two letters or less. 

Contact us for display 

ad pricing. 

Acceptance of 

advertising does 

not constitute an 

endorsement of any 

advertiser’s products 

or services.

To Place an Ad

New downloads for 2005! Posters, letters, logos and more! 

Go online to—www.yourbcmd.org/offering
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