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By Lee Taylor

“Make sure that the light you 
think you have is not really dark-
ness” (Luke 11:35).

[Editor’s Note: Due to the 
special sensitivity to security 
issues, the writer is using a 
pen name.] 

COLUMBIA, Md. — It’s 
the perfect picture of how a 
fervent faith can fuel nations. 

At the highest level of 
government, laws are made 
and enforced by religious 

principles. Religious leaders 
are esteemed political fi gures, 
much admired and sought af-
ter for advice. 

Prayer in public is a nor-
mal everyday experience. 
In fact, shop and restaurant 
owners close their businesses 
so that people can gather to-
gether to pray. Even airlines 
provide prayer pronounce-
ments for safe journeys before 
every fl ight. 

Throughout the landscape, 
places of worship fi ll each day 
with people joining together 
to pray or to hear faith-based 

instructions on daily life and 
matters of the state. For those 
traveling, gas stations house 
prayer rooms so noone misses 
the opportunity to express 
their faith.

Outside the walls of the 
worship centers, religious 
adherents intentionally strive 
to maintain the holiness and 
centrality of God in the mar-
ketplace. Religious banners 
reinforce spiritual messages. 
Billboard signs overwhelm-
ingly feature only men – with 
pixilated faces – so as to pre-
vent worship of individuals 

over God. Women wear con-
servative clothing that practi-
cally covers their entire bod-
ies, protecting them from pry-
ing eyes and shielding viewers 
from unholy temptations.

God is not casually men-
tioned in conversations. He is 
the focus. Everything centers 
on the Holy One, His Holy 
Word and the rigid following 
of religious regulations. The 
apparent dedication to faith is 
dumbfounding. 

Fervent faith fuels the nations

First Person Story
By Bob Simpson

Editor, BaptistLIFE

Most American Chris-
tians may be much 
like me when it 

comes to a certain apprehen-
sion about international mis-
sion trips. However, going to 
Scotland is different. It’s dif-
ferent in the sense that there 
is no language barrier. (The 
accent is a little thick at times, 
but it is, in fact, still English. 
Winston Churchill said that 
Great Britain and the U.S. 
were two countries “separated 
by a common language.”)   

The water is safe to drink 
and the food is very tasty 
and mostly identifi able to 
Americans. The landscape is 
breathtakingly beautiful. The 
people are very friendly and 
they actually like Americans. 
The cost to get there is reason-
able if you shop airfares. It is 
just a very natural place for 
Christians on “this side of the 
pond” to begin thinking about 
becoming an ‘Acts 1:8 Chris-
tian’ by going to the “other 
side of the pond.” 

The Scottish Baptist 
churches are working in a 
very diffi cult Kingdom vine-
yard. Pray for them. They 

are trying to reach people 
for Christ in a culture that 
can only be characterized by 
incredible spiritual darkness. 
Scotland may not be a third 
world country, but the spiri-
tual blindness is just as great. 
Scotland, the country that once 
sent missionaries and spiritual 
awakening to us, now waits 
for God to bring revival once 
again in their 
country. God has 
given MD/DE 
Baptists the op-
portunity to be 
used of God to 
help fan that 
fl ame into reality.

On Wednes-
day evening, 
April 6, 2005, 
I boarded an 
airplane to 
Glasgow, Scot-
land. Traveling 
with me was Jim 
McBride, volunteer partnership 
coordinator for BCM/D’s part-
nership with the Scottish Bap-
tist Union (SBU). Also travel-
ing with us was a construction 
mission team from Ogletown 
Church in Newark, Del.

For me, our BCM/D part-
nerships emphasis was becom-
ing very “up close and person-
al.” I have sat in many meet-

ings where part of the agenda 
was to pray for our missions 
partners. To date BCM/D 
has formal partnerships with 
Puebla, Mexico, Scotland and 
unreached people groups 
in West Africa and the Mid-
East. (For example:  there are 
21 countries from the Sahara 
to the Congo, an area about 
the size of the U.S., with 1400 

people groups all having their 
own culture and language. Six 
hundred of these groups have 
never heard the gospel and 
have no Christian witness).

Each time I have prayed 
for our missions focus, God 
singularly placed Scotland on 
my heart. Now I was actually 
on my way to see what God 
was doing in Scotland.

We flew all night, 
stopped over in Reykja-
vic, Iceland, and arrived in 
Glasgow around 10 a.m. lo-
cal time. We passed through 
customs and made our way 
to baggage claim where we 
were greeted by several of 
our Scottish hosts for the 
week.  

One of them was Pas-
tor Alex Mor-
rison of Dunoon 
Church where the 
Ogletown team was 
going to spend the 
week. Also greet-
ing us was Jim By-
ington, one of our 
International Mis-
sion Board (IMB) 
missionaries in 
Scotland. McBride 
and I said goodby 
to Pastor Alex and 
the Ogletown team 
who left for Du-

noon. Byington then trans-
ported Jim and me down to 
central Glasgow to our hotel 
for check-in and some rest.  

That night, we had din-
ner with Byington and got 
oriented about what God 
was doing among the Baptist 
churches there.

Scottish partnership is healthy and growing

continued on page six

continued on page seven

But is it the right faith?
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In April, I accompanied one 
of our partnership mission 
teams to Scotland. I went 

with a team from Ogletown 
Church in Delaware Associa-
tion. They went to do construc-
tion work and I went to look 
for ways to communicate to 
Maryland and Delaware Bap-
tists the status of this emerging 
partnership. (See fi rst person 
article on page one).

To my great delight, I dis-
covered a vibrant, warm and 
loving group of churches that 
have embraced their Ameri-
can brothers and sisters from 
Maryland and Delaware. I 
wish each of you could have 
been with us at Dunoon 
Church when they convened 
what we would call an “asso-
ciational rally” to share what 
God was doing in their indi-
vidual churches within that 
nation’s Argylle/Bute region. 
Yes, the membership numbers 
in our Scottish sister churches 
are smaller on the average than 
ours. But their enthusiasm and 

love for the Lord was palpable 
that night. They rejoiced in 
reporting how folks had come 
to know Christ. They prayed 
fervently for each other and for 
requests that were made on be-
half of others. They sang with 
enormous vigor. 

How they love to sing in 
Scotland! This is true of both 
men and women and young 
and old alike. They have a 
great history of loving congre-
gational singing. They do it 
with gusto! And they love to 
sing praise music as an expres-
sion of their worship. We could 
certainly learn a lot from their 
passion for worshipping God.

In the midst of over-
whelming spiritual darkness, 
Scottish Baptists are lighting 
candles of hope and love. Less 
than 2% of the population of 
Scotland attends any church 
on a given Sunday morning. 
And that includes all denomi-
nations. Certainly Scottish 
Baptists are small in overall 
population numbers. The 

temptation is to give in and to 
give up.

But God is clearly up to 
something in Scotland. He 
is moving among Baptists 
in Scotland. God-sightings 
are everywhere. During our 
week over there, one of the 
team members from Ogletown 
Church, Dave Schopp, and 
William Courson, from Scot-
land’s Islay Baptist Church, 
witnessed to an eighty-fi ve 
year-old man named Josh 
who then gave his heart to the 
Lord. The odds of an eighty-
fi ve year-old man in Scotland 
fi nding faith in Jesus Christ are 
incalculable. And don’t miss 
the signifi cance of the fact that 
God used two men in tandem 
from both sides of the partner-
ship to share their faith with 
success.

Scottish Baptists are not 
about to give up. They are 
faithfully working to grow in 
their faith. They are creatively 
seeking to minister to their 
communities. And they are 

praying earnestly for revival. 
They wouldn’t be surprised if 
God did what He has done in 
the past: start the winds of re-
vival and spiritual awakening 
once again on Scottish soil.

Maryland and Delaware 
Baptists…pray for our Scottish 
sister churches. Pray for their 
pastors and church leaders. 
Pray about your own personal 
involvement. Send a team 
from your church. Volunteer 
to go yourself. We are on the 
threshold of a most exciting 
expansion of our joint partner-
ship. To learn how you can 
get involved, contact Jim Mc-
Bride, director of missions for 
Delaware Association. Jim is 
the BCM/D partnership coor-
dinator for Scotland. Call him 
at (302) 741-2488 or email him 
at mudcudder@aol.com. The 
need is great, but we have a 
great God who loves when His 
children (all over the world) 
work together to make His 
name known! If you agree, say 
“Amen!”

Would you consider being a partner?

Wendell Phillips was a 
man who lived during 
the 1800’s. He actively 

spoke out against the “evils” of 
his day. Later in his life he was 
sitting by a fi re rocking and 
telling a young friend about the 
bold stands he took against sin 
and social issues. His young 
friend got excited and said, 
“Mr. Phillips, if I had lived in 
your day, I think I would have 
been heroic too!” Phillips sat up 
in his chair, stared at the friend 
and said, “Young man, you are 
living in my time and in God’s 
time! Be sure of this, no man 
could have been heroic then 
who is not heroic now!”

We live in an age full of 
problems. Most of the “evils” of 
our day can be traced back to 
the sinful nature of mankind. 
That’s why it is imperative that 

those of us who have found 
a better way to live in Christ 
must stand up and tell our 
world that Jesus is the answer. 
Unfortunately, the latest statis-
tics reveal that only a very few 
believers are actively standing 
and speaking out for our Lord. 
Where are today’s spiritual he-
roes? 

Perhaps one of the greatest 
needs of the Christian com-
munity today is a good dose of 
courage. We need courageous 
Christians who are willing to 
risk their comfort in order to 
make a difference for Christ. 
There are many defi nitions of 
courage. George Patton said, 
“Courage is fear holding on a 
minute longer.” Karl Barth de-
fi ned courage as “fear that has 
said its prayers.” Captain Eddie 
Rickenbacker said, “Courage 

is the ability to do what you’re 
afraid to do. There can be no 
courage unless you are scared.” 
My favorite defi nition comes 
from a world famous “theolo-
gian” named John Wayne. He 
said, “Courage is being scared 
to death, but saddling up any-
way!”

However you defi ne cour-
age, it is needed among Christ’s 
disciples. All of the apostles 
exhibited courage when they 
died in service of our Lord. The 
Apostle Paul was willing to 
suffer and die (Phil. 1:21-29) for 
Christ and he did. The Bible is 
fi lled with the names of men 
and women who exhibited 
great courage because they took 
a stand for their Lord. How 
courageous are you for Christ? 
When was the last time you got 
out of your comfort zone and 

made a Kingdom difference?
Daniel Webster was a great 

orator and always a quick 
thinker. During his early years 
Webster’s father was going into 
town and left a list of chores for 
Daniel and his older brother, 
Ezekiel, to complete before their 
father returned home. When 
the elder Webster returned 
home, the jobs were not fi n-
ished. He called the two broth-
ers and questioned them about 
their laziness. “What have you 
been doing Ezekiel?” “Nothing 
sir,” was his son’s reply. Then 
the father turned to Daniel and 
asked, “Well, Daniel, what have 
you been doing?” Webster an-
swered, “Helping Zeke, sir.” 

Are you doing anything 
that will make a difference in 
your world for Christ? If not, 
why not today?

Are you making a difference?

Books can be powerful in-
fl uencers. I know that the 
primary reading source 

for every believer is the Bible. 
No other book is inspired like 
the “Holy Spirit-breathed” 
Word of God. God’s Word has 
shaped my life and ministry 
far beyond any other source. 

Yet, God has used other 
writers and other books to help 
mold the way I do ministry. 
For example, I have on my 
shelf a book I encountered in 
seminary entitled The Jesus 
Model. What impacted me 
most was not the body of the 
material itself. It was the con-
cept. At that very point I began 

to process everything I did in 
ministry through the fi lter of 
“how did Jesus do that?” 

I have a challenge for you. 
Block out an extended period 
of time. Read prayerfully in 
one sitting the four gospels. 
Make notes as you go as to 
how Jesus did His ministry. 
How did He lead? How did 
He set priorities? How did He 
handle diffi cult people? How 
did He manage a pressing and 
stressful schedule? How did 
He do evangelism and dis-
cipleship?

I would encourage you to 
pay special attention to that last 
question. I have a real concern 

that we are moving away from 
the evangelism strategy that 
Jesus modeled for us. Oh, there 
is certainly precedent for wit-
nessing encounters and preach-
ing events. Jesus did confront 
people with the claims of God 
and His Word. Yet, more often 
than not, the springboard for 
such an encounter came in con-
nection with the meeting of a 
real or perceived need in the 
person’s life. After a physical 
touch or a moment of affi rma-
tion, Jesus found an open door 
to address the person’s deep 
spiritual need. 

In an era that resembles 
the First Century more than 

the Twentieth Century, redis-
covering the Jesus Model of 
Evangelism is a worthy pur-
suit. Genuine caring and genu-
ine helping in the midst of a 
hurting world still opens doors 
for evangelism. (I emphasize 
genuine caring, because with-
out genuine caring what we do 
is nothing short of manipula-
tion.) 

We have never known a 
greater opportunity for shar-
ing the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
People are open to talking 
about spiritual things. We will 
need an intentional strategy.

I suggest we pursue the 
Jesus Model.

Jesus is our model for ministry
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Arundel Association

First Church, Crofton, host-
ed a craft fair to support their 
youth ministry. The teens are 
planning a mission trip to Berino, 
N.M., Aug. 2-9. 

Over 20 women from New 
Hope Church, Pasadena, gath-
ered to pray for Muslim women 
at a special ethnic prayer tea. 
They wore scarves to cover their 
heads, assumed prayer stances 
prevalent in Middle Eastern cul-
ture and sipped exotic teas. 

Jenny Anderson, Family Life 
Minister of New Hope, is assist-
ing with tsunami disaster recov-
ery in Southeast Asia. She will 
help with the continuing clean 
up, rebuilding and ministering to 
children in refugee camps.

Members of Severn Church 
left worship at Annapolis Area 
Christian School on May 1 and 
traveled to their new property on 
Severn Run Farm for a ground 
breaking ceremony and celebra-
tion. They prayer walked around 
the outlined building site before 
the shovel was placed in the 
ground. Afterwards they brought 
their picnic lunches, lawn chairs 
and blankets to celebrate the 
church’s groundbreaking. 

Several of Severn’s mem-
bers were cited in the commu-
nity. Walter “Skip” Lee, III, was 
named Anne Arundel County’s 
Public School Teacher of the year 
and will be the county’s nominee 
for Maryland Teacher of the Year. 

The Glen Burnie Moose Fam-
ily Center 1456 honored Timothy 
White as their Law Enforcement 
Offi cer of the Year. 

Weems Creek Church, 
Annapolis, had a “Five Love 
Languages of Teenagers” class 
for parents of teens. The group 
watched video segments and 
shared their experiences as they 
learned to “speak” their chil-
dren’s individual love languages. 

The church’s “SonShiners” 
group will enjoy a scenic Severn 
River cruise from Annapolis next 
month. 

Justin Orr, son of Weems 
Creek’s pastor David Orr, will be 
in Budapest, Hungary through 
August 10 working with Interna-
tional Mission Board missionar-
ies, Hungarian nationals and 
American short-term mission 
teams. Justin, a college junior, 
will minister through English as 
a Second Language classes and 
through sports evangelism. 

Baltimore Association

Bethlehem Church, Balti-
more, will soon begin Kidz Safe 
Haven for children ages 7 to 
18 every other Friday at a local 
school. The after school program 
includes Bible curriculum, activi-
ties, arts, crafts and sports. 

The church also reaches 
out to the community through 
a Baltimore Rising sponsored 
mentoring program, matching 
church members with children 
at risk. The mentors spend time 
helping the children with school 
work, counseling them, becom-
ing advocates where needed, 
being their friends and minis-
tering to the children and their 
families. Darnell Ranson, pastor 
of the church, said the mentoring 
program provides a holistic ap-
proach to ministry.

Ranson will be the guest 
speaker at a Men of Integrity 
Prayer Breakfast on Saturday 
June 18 and a Men’s Day service 
on Sunday, June 19 at the church.  

Bethlehem Church is in-
volved in a ministry in Kenya, 
partnering with Pennsylvania 
churches Christ Chapel Church 
in Redline and Mt. Moriah 

Church in York. The partnering 
members purchased land for a 
new church to be overseen by 
Kenyan planter Daniel Lambaga. 
They also regularly support an 
existing church, Kitgi Church. 

Ranson recently returned 
from Kenya where he and others 
baptized 48 people. They also 
had an evangelistic crusade in 
partnership with the Salvation 
Army in the slums of Sheba.

Bob Lilly, pastor of Catons-
ville Church led revival services 
April 24 to 27 at Faith. John Bur-
kett, head of Leadership Minis-
tries Worldwide led the music. 

The Women’s ministry start-
ed serving meals once a month at 
the Elizabeth House, providing 
meals for homeless people. 

Lee Street Memorial 
Church, Baltimore, celebrated 
its 150th anniversary on April 30 
and May 1. The church kicked off 
the celebration weekend with a 
banquet at Councill’s Restaurant 
in Baltimore on April 30 with 
former pastor Chris Wroten. The 
Dunnemans, from Binghamton, 
N.Y., were guest musicians. 

On May 1, Wroten preached 
and the choir was directed by 
Chris Dilllon with solos by 
Franklin Gurd, Barbara Schmitz 
and Chris Dillon. 

Longtime member Ray Hoff-
man shared some of the church’s 
history then distributed anni-
versary books prepared by Hoff-
man, his wife Louise and Paulina 
Dillon. 

Everyone gathered for an an-
niversary celebration with cake, 
punch and pictures of the past 
and present. 

Middle River Church, Balti-
more, is preparing for its annual 
Music and Creative Arts camp 
Aug. 1-4.  It is for children who 
have completed kindergarten 
through eighth grade. The cost 
is $10 and includes exploring 
the various forms of music and 
art and how they can be used 
expressively in a Christ-centered 
environment. 

North Point Church, Bal-
timore, recently hosted John 
Burghauser of Stauros Ministries 
as a guest speaker 

The senior adult Sunday 
School class at First Church, 
Dundalk, had a “Patriotic Cel-
ebration” party.   

Riverside Church, Fort 
Washington, will have a straw-
berry festival in the church hall 
on June 10. Members will serve a 
variety of homemade strawberry 
“goodies.” There will also be 
games and face painting. 

The church will have a July 
4th picnic at the pavilion in Riv-
erside Park beginning at noon. 
Members will set up tents and 
provide music, hot dogs, ham-
burgers and covered dish entrees. 

In August the church will 
have VBS on Wednesdays 
through the month. 

Members of Woodbrook 
Church, Baltimore, are doing 
missions outreach both locally 
and abroad. The church recently 
sent Bibles to Zimbabwe and they 
support adult literacy centers 
in Haiti. Locally, they help the 
Assistance Center of Towson, 
work with Habitat for Human-
ity, provide food for volunteers 
at Shepherd’s clinic and deliver 
baby items to a local homeless 
shelter. 

The church is planning its 
annual picnic in July at the West 
River Retreat Center south of An-
napolis.  

Blue Ridge Association

Destiny Church, Martins-
burg, W.V., had spring revival 
services featuring guest evan-

gelist Eugene Downey, pastor 
of Sixth Mt. Zion Church, Pitts-
burgh, Penn.  

Members of Myersville 
Church participated in a walk-
a-thon at Greenbrier State Park 
for St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital. 
Afterwards they returned to the 
church for hot dogs and ham-
burgers. 

First Church, Thurmont, 
has monthly scrap booking fel-
lowships. 

Delaware Association

Hockessin Church received 
a donation of table and chairs for 
its “coke and conversation café.”

The church recently went to 
an Orioles vs. Kansas City Roy-
als game. Church member Tony 
Graffanino is a player on the 
Kansas City team.

Ogletown Church is in the 
midst of a huge expansion project 
that includes the addition of a 
multi-purpose enrichment center. 

Seaside Church, currently 
meeting in Lewes Fire Hall, 
broke ground and is preparing to 
build their new sanctuary. 

Eastern Association 

Lynnhaven Church, Poco-
moke, is planning a mission trip 
to Florida this summer. The team 
will repair homes damaged by 
last year’s hurricanes.

Church members will also 
minister in Brazil in August. 

Mid-Maryland Association

Friendship Church, Sykes-
ville, has an active Celebrate 
Recovery program. Every Friday 
evening, participants gather for 
dinner, worship and small group 
sessions. Mark Massey, pastor 
of the church, said Celebrate 
Recovery is for anyone dealing 
with any kind of hurt, habit or 
hang-up. 

The church recently hosted 
its annual community yard sale. 
They opened the church yard to 
the community for free and even 
provided tables. Massey said the 
event is very successful offering 
church members many outreach 
opportunities. During the yard 
sale, church members give away 
coffee, orange juice and dough-
nuts along with Bibles, tracts and 
information about the church. 

Taneytown Church will 
have a Covenant Marriage Sun-
day June 5. The sermon will focus 
on marriage then couples may 
renew their vows. Afterward, 
members will host a wedding 
reception luncheon.

Montgomery 

Travilah Church, Gaith-
ersburg, will start English as a 
Second Language Program on 
June 12. The free classes will be 
from 3-6 p.m. on Sundays and 
will focus on conversational Eng-
lish skills from basic to advanced 
levels. The project is sponsored 
by BCM/D. 

On Sunday, June 5, at 6 p.m. 
Germantown Church will host 
the “Christian Estate Planning 
Seminar” conducted by Conrad 
Burch, BCM/D consultant for 
wills and planned giving.

Chuck Holton, a member 
of Redland Church, Rockville, 
signed copies of his newest book, 
“Bullet Proof: The Making of the 
Invincible Mind,” after a recent 
worship service. Funds from the 
book sales were used to benefi t 
the church’s foreign mission 
trips.

Holton’s other books include 
“Stories from a Soldier’s Heart” 
and “A More Elite Soldier.” 

Holton served four years as an 
army ranger and saw combat in 
Panama.  

His books refl ect life as a 
Christian soldier. 

Potomac Associat

The congregation of White-
hall Church, Accokeek, held a 
10th anniversary celebration in 
honor of Pastor Charles E. Riggs 
and his wife, Carole, on Sunday, 
April 17.  Charlie and Carol were 
joined by their daughter, Kathy, 
son-in-law Marty and grand-
daughter Natalie. 

Prince George’s 
 
First Church, Beltsville, 

recently welcomed their new pas-
tor, Keith Holland, his wife, Erin, 
and their daughter, Selah Grace. 

Sixty-four ladies attended 
the church’s 4th annual Christian 
Women’s Event featuring guest 
speaker, Lois Fitzpatrick. The 
topic was “C hoices and Conse-
quences” and centered on the 
study of the lives of Rebekah and 
Abigail.

The church’s Women’s Mis-
sionary Union fi lled 32 personal 
hygiene kits for prison inmates, 
migrant workers, seamen and 
homeless ministries. The church’s 
Tabitha Club recently welcomed 
guest speaker, Bryan Baily, a 
representative of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture to discuss 
the design and maintenance of 
fl oral and vegetable gardens.

 Faith Church, Laurel, had 
its third International Dinner 
on April 23. Tom Stevens, pas-
tor, said Faith is a multicultural 
church. “We have folks from 
Kenya, India, Ghana, China and 
Mexico. Members dressed in 
clothing representing their coun-
tries and brought representative 
foods. Some sang songs in their 
native languages. 

 
Susquehanna 

Oak Grove Church, Bel Air, 
had a VBS Kick-off banquet for 
workers to fellowship and begin 
planning. 

Towne Church, Joppa, wel-
comed Andrew Bell as its new 
youth pastor and Aaron Stewart 
as music director. 

 
Western 
 
The Women 2 Women Em-

powerment group of Grace 
Church, Cumberland, has a 
mentoring program, ministering 
to women at the Allegany Coun-
ty Detention Center. The women 
conduct Bible studies, incorpo-
rating life choice decisions on 
Wednesdays at the prison.

Paramount Church, Hager-
stown, had a spaghetti dinner to 
raise funds to support a World 
Changers trip in Upper New 
York State July 23-30.

About 40 people attended 
Western Association’s prayer/
evangelism conference, double 
last year’s attendance.  The con-
ference was repeated two days, 
once at Deep Creek Church, 
Oakland, and the other at La-
Vale Church, to allow more 
people to come. 

WBA is preparing for its 
annual summer youth camp, for 
children in grades 4 to 12. Camp 
will be July 10 to 15.

 
Miscellaneous

The BCM/D Men’s Min-
istry is sponsoring a BCM/D 
Family Night, which includes a 
fi reworks show afterwards, at 
Orioles Park on June 17. The cost 
is $10. 

Arundel

Baltimore

Blue Ridge

Eastern

Delaware

Mid-Maryland

Potomac

Montgomery

Western

Susquehanna

Miscellaneous

Prince George’s

Maryland LifeWay 

Christian Store 

manager David Love, 

center, received the 

Newcomer Award 

during the chain’s 

annual national 

sales meeting held 

in Nashville. Love 

is manager of the 

Baltimore LifeWay. 

(From left to right: 

Mark Scott, vice 

president of LifeWay 

Christian Stores, 

Love and Bob Fuller, 

regional director.) 
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By Rolando Castro

By October 2002, my wife 
and I had been practicing 
law for 12 years in our na-

tive country of Costa Rica. We 
were doing commercial busi-
ness with two very successful 
corporations. In addition, we 
were part of a church in San 
José, the capital of Costa Rica, 
where we were developing a 
very blessed ministry as mar-
riage counselors. I was also 
preaching regularly on Thurs-
day nights. Our children were 
attending school in Cartago, 
our city of residence. My son 
was part of the main Costa Ri-
can “soccer team” school called 
Saprissa. Life was good.

Around that time in my 
life, I heard about the possibil-
ity of moving to Maryland to 
lead a Hispanic church minis-
try being planted in Lusby. First 
Church of Laurel and Southern 
Calvert Church were already 
involved in this work as parent 
churches.

I must confess that the 
idea of leaving behind my 
job, church and the stability I 
enjoyed in Costa Rica didn’t 
appeal to me. However, we ac-
cepted the invitation to come to 
Maryland and see the church 

location, meet the brothers and 
sisters that were part of the new 
church plant and visit with the 
responsible parties for church 
planting in the BCM/D.

In February 2003 we stayed 
eleven days in Maryland. When 
we returned to our country, 
our hearts had been totally 
transformed. We had become 
captivated with the project that 
the Lord had in mind for the 
Hispanic ministry in southern 
Maryland.

Four months later, God 
brought us to Lusby. Since then 
we have seen His hand support 
our ministry in a very powerful 
way. It has changed our hearts. 
I say our hearts because at the 
beginning we were concen-
trated on growing our church, 
Ministerio de Amor en Cristo 
(Ministry of Love in Christ). We 
did a lot of things to promote 
the church through programs 
and publicity, but this required 
too much time and money, 
without good results.

In the last year, however, 
we have come to realize that 
the fundamental purpose of 
the Lord’s work is to extend the 
Kingdom of Heaven on earth 
through the church in the bibli-
cal way of planting churches.

This certainty has given 

our leadership a new purpose, 
now knowing that God has 
called us to plant a church in 
Waldorf and that everything 
is ready to accomplish this in 
just a few months. In addition, 
one of our own leaders, Juan 
Gonzalez, has received the 
Lord’s vision and the call to 
plant this new congregation. 
Praise the Lord! In addition, we 
are praying for the opportunity 
to plant another church in the 
Prince Frederick area in Calvert 
County.

Pastor Rick Warren and 
David Lee both speak about 
being watchful of the “waves” 
God raises for the church. Even 
though church planting is a 
process that was evident in the 
fi rst century, the truth is that 
in the last 50 years it has been 
abandoned by the principal 
Christian denominations of 
the world. But God has raised 
a new wave of church plant-
ing in our day, renewing in the 
heart of His people the original 
purpose: salvation for people 
everywhere in the world.

Since we started praying 
and fasting specifi cally for 
church planting and began tak-
ing concrete steps to start a new 
work, the Ministry of Love in 
Christ Church family has seen 

our own regular weekly giving 
of tithes and offerings increase 
dramatically. We have grown 
in number, too. Today we are 
almost 60 people, and we have 
strong worship, prayer, Sunday 
School and men’s ministries. 
God is good and He backs His 
own work.

It is easy to fall in the mis-
take of measuring the success 
of the ministry of the church 
by the size of its building, the 
number of people in services 
or by its annual budget. How-
ever, none of these aspects are 
mentioned in the Bible as indi-
cators of a healthy church. On 
the other hand, a missionary 
heart and a reproductive na-
ture respond to God’s plan for 
His church: to reach those who 
do not know Him.

Rolando Castro and the Ministry 
of Love in Christ Church is cur-
rently meeting in the facilities of 

Southern Calvert Church in Lusby, 
Md. In July they will relocate to 

Lexington Park Church in St. 
Mary’s County. Worship is at 

1:00 pm and they use equipment to 
translate the service simultaneous-
ly to English. They can be reached 
at (240) 925-7562 and (301) 862-

7643 or by email on their website at 
www.amorencristo.org.  

How do you measure success?

By Thom Thornton

COLUMBIA, Md. — Luis 
Palau Festivals, the family-
friendly Christian celebrations 
which have drawn over 4.5 
million people since 1999 from 
Minneapolis to South America, 
are bringing the DC Festival 
with Luis Palau to the Na-
tional Mall in Washington, DC 
on Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 
8 and 9, 2005. Activities are 
scheduled each day from noon 
to 9 p.m. and admission is free.

Palau festival events have 
changed the face of contem-
porary faith celebrations with 
a format of “great music and 
Good News.” Highlights in-
clude major Christian music 
recording artists, action sports, 
family play areas and food 
courts. Recent festivals have 
attracted tens of thousands, 
including 200,000 in Minne-
apolis; 850,000 in Buenos Aires 
and 300,000 in Fort Lauderdale.

Produced in partnership 
with area churches, the DC 
Festival will showcase some of 
the top artists in contemporary 
Christian music, including 
Steven Curtis Chapman, Third 
Day, Jaci Velasquez, tobyMac, 
Jump 5, Israel and New Breed 
and Kutless. The Livin It action 
sports tour will make a stop 
on The Mall, featuring actor/
fi lmmaker Stephen Baldwin 
and pro athletes from skate-
boarding and BMX biking.

Video stars Bob & Larry 
from the VeggieTales video 
series will host a massive 
children’s play area and top 
professional athletes from 
Washington area teams will 
greet fans in the Sports Zone.

The Oregon-based Luis 
Palau Evangelistic Association 
has brought the Gospel mes-
sage to over 20 million people 
face-to-face in 70 countries. 
Luis Palau’s daily radio broad-
casts are heard by tens of mil-
lions of listeners on 2100+ ra-
dio stations in 48 countries. He 
is the author of over 45 books 
and his counsel on issues of 
faith has been shared with 
political leaders and heads of 
state around the world.*

There will be several op-
portunities for you to become 
personally involved in the DC 
Festival. In early July, advertis-
ing materials will be available 
from the BCM/D for your 
church to publicize the event 
with banners, bumper stick-
ers, lawn signs and personal 

invitation cards. There will be 
training sessions in August 
and September for students 
and adults to be trained as 
decision counselors for the 
event. On the Sept. 17, there 
will be an area-wide prayer 
rally for the festival and on the 
Oct. 1, there will be a major 
service outreach to assist in 
the clean-up and restoration 
of many DC schools. All of 
these events, schedules and 
a complete list of advertising 
materials will be available 
online at www.yourbcmd.org/
dcfestival.

The DC Festival with Luis 
Palau will be a great oppor-
tunity for you to invite non-
Christians to a fun, dynamic 
celebration where they will 
hear and see the Gospel of 

Christ, have an opportunity 
to respond to God’s grace and 
have trained and caring coun-
selors close by to listen, to pray 
and to respond to their needs. 
It will be a way to show the 
whole area the unity of Christ’s 
church and the joy of following 
Him. It will be a great outreach 
opportunity for your church 
and an awesome fellowship 
experience for all your church 
families. What a great thought 
of having 300,000 people on 
The Mall having a Christian 
celebration for two days where 
many will make a decision to 
accept Christ as their personal 
Savior. I’ll see you there! 

*Luis Palau information drawn 
from DC Festival press release, 

May 10, 2005.

Luis Palau Festival brings celebration to National Mall

Rolando Castro
Church Planter
Ministerio de

Amor en Cristo
Lusby, Md.

Thom Thornton
Consultant for

Evangelism
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BEGIN A RELATIONSHIP 

WITH GOD

GOD’S INITIATIVE:

God sent his son, Jesus, to die 
on the cross, paying the penalty 
for your sins, and promised 
“everyone who believes in Him 
will not perish but have eternal 
life.” John 3:16

OUR RESPONSE:

ADMIT…that you need to be 
rightly related to God. Under-
stand that you are sinner. Pride 
keeps us from doing some of 
the most important things in 
life.  Without God’s interven-
tion, your sin will ultimately 
lead to death and eternal 
separation from God. “No one 
is good –- not even one. No one 
has real understanding; no one 
is seeking God.”  Romans 3:10
“For all have sinned; all fall 
short of God’s glorious stan-
dard.” Romans 3:23

REPENT…from your sin and 
turn to God accepting by faith 
His gift of salvation. “Now 
turn from your sins and turn to 
God, so you can be cleansed of 
your sins.”  Acts 3:19 “For the 
wages of sin is death, but the 
free gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Romans 6:23 

BELIEVE…that God’s son, Je-
sus Christ, makes it possible for 
you to have a relationship with 
God. “For God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to 
himself…” 2 Corinthians 5:19
“This is real love. It is not 
that we loved God, but that 
He loved us and sent His son 
as a sacrifi ce to take away our 
sins.”  1 John 4:10

CONFESS…your sin to God.  
If you want to make this choice 
now, you can express that de-
sire to God in a prayer similar 
to this one: “Dear God, I know 
I am a sinner. I believe Jesus 
shed his blood, died and rose 
again to take the punishment 
for my sin. I accept your offer 
of forgiveness and eternal life.  
I thank you for what you have 
done for me, and I give you my 
life from this day forward.”

EXPRESS…your faith publi-
cally. Share it with a Christian 
friend or a pastor.  You will 
want to become involved in 
a local church where you can 
grow in your knowledge of 
Christ.  If you choose a Baptist 
church, you will be encouraged 
to be baptized as a public 
expression of your faith.
“If you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you 
will be saved.  Anyone who 
believes in Him will not be dis-
appointed.” Romans 10:9; 11

DEDICATE…yourself as a 
fully devoted follower of Jesus 
Christ.  Receiving God’s gift of 
forgiveness through Christ will 
set your life in an opposite di-
rection of the one you’ve been 
going. Now you are following 
God. “Jesus said to all of them, 
‘If people want to follow me, 
they must give up the things 
they want. They must be will-
ing to give up their lives daily 
to follow me.’” Luke 9:23 

Scripture from the 
New Living Translation

By John Miles 

[Editor’s Note: An up-
to-date Advance Directive is 
part of the Estate Plan pro-
vided by the Baptist Foun-
dation of MD/DE to mem-
bers and friends of Baptist 
churches. Call Conrad Burch, 
(410) 290-5290 ext. 206 at the 
Baptist Center, for details 
and costs of the program.] 

The political 
and media cir-
cus surround-

ing the death of Ter-
ri Schiavo in Florida 
in March could have 
been entirely avoid-
ed if she had an 
Advance Directive. 
But many Americans 
never heard the term before 
and still don’t know that every 
citizen may have one.

It is expected that each 
person will make an informed 
choice about any medical 
procedure proposed by a 
physician. You look the doc-
tor in the eye and say, “OK, go 
ahead and do it” or “Well, I’m 
not so sure; let me get a sec-
ond opinion.”

An Advance Directive 
(also known as a “living will”) 
covers those circumstances 
when you are unable to com-
municate your decision to the 
physician. You may be un-
conscious, in a coma, or have 
neural damage that prevents 
you from hearing, speaking 
or writing. In such cases, the 
State of Maryland has a Sur-
rogate Law that allows some-
one related to you to make 

a medical decision for you. 
Who is picked as your surro-
gate depends on your family 
structure and who among the 
members of your family is 
available at the time the deci-
sion needs to be made.  

The obvious defect of 
surrogate decision-making is 
that you don’t know who your 
surrogate will be and, in most 
cases, you will not have had 

the opportunity to talk with 
him or her and say, “If you’re 
ever called to be my surrogate 
and to make a healthcare deci-
sion for me, here’s what I want 
you to do.” An Advance Direc-
tive overcomes that defect.

The Maryland Health Care 
Decision Act  (HCDA) pro-
vides that every citizen may 
specify in advance and in 
writing what treatment he or 
she wants (and doesn’t want) 

under particular 
circumstances. 
The language of an 
Advance Directive 
can be clear, and 
there is no need for 
frantic phone calls 
to your family 
members trying to 
fi nd someone who 

is available and who is willing 
to make a decision for you.

What should be in an 
Advance Directive? At a mini-
mum, the directive should 
cover four distinct situations: 
(1) when you are ill or injured 
and expected to have a full or 
near full recovery; (2) when 
you are unable to swallow 
(but not near death), (3) when 
you are in a long-term coma 

or persistent vegetative state 
(but not near death); and (4) 
when you are in the natural 
process of death and medical 
treatment will serve only to 
prolong that process.

An Advance Directive be-
comes effective when you sign 
it before two witnesses (one of 
whom may not be the person 
appointed as your health care 
agent) and when you have 
delivered a copy of the signed 
Advance Directive to your pri-
mary physician.

In 2001, enforcement of 
Advance Directives received 
a boost when the Offi ce of 
Health Care Quality of the 
Maryland Dept. of Health and 
Mental Hygiene levied $10,000 
fi nes on a hospital and on a 
nursing home for ignoring the 
clear provisions of a patient’s 
Advance Directive. Those 
fi nes were upheld on appeal.

*Next month: Part 2: Delaware 
or go to “www.yourbcmd.org/
advance” today for the full two 
articles. 

John Miles practices law in 
Baltimore County and is a 
member of Valley Church.

Advance Directives: Passport to calm in turbulent times
Part One: Maryland*

By Alanna Davis
BCM/D Consultant 
for Church Planting

BALTIMORE, Md. — 
Sports fans packed the ESPN 
Zone in Baltimore’s Inner 
Harbor May 4 to hear former 
Ravens director of player 
personnel, now Cleveland 
Browns general manager, Phil 
Savage, talk about his remark-
able professional career and 
even more remarkable life. His 
talent for spotting future star 
players in gridiron unknowns 
has made him a legend in 
football recruiting circles. Sav-
age’s former church, Streetlite 
Christian Fellowship, and Bal-
timore Christians Downtown 
partnered to bring Savage’s 
message to the public. The au-
dience’s question and answer 
session quickly turned from 
insider sports trivia to hearing 
how Savage lives out being a 
Christian in his work world. 
He is straightforward about 
his faith.

“I think most people 
see me as someone who is 
‘real.’ What they fi nd out 
fairly quickly is that ‘real-ness’ 
comes from having a relation-
ship with Jesus Christ. I pray 
in the morning and at night, 
and periodically, throughout 
the day. If God truly knows 
how many hairs are on our 
heads, then I’m confi dent he 
cares about how I deal with 
our staff, coaches and players 
with the Browns. I defi nitely 
think there are times in the 
draft when God puts certain 
players with certain teams,” 
Savage said.

Savage handles personal 
career decisions with the same 
absolute trust in God as he 
does national draft picks.

“An opportunity arose 
with the Jacksonville Jaguars 
after the 2002 season. From 
afar, it appeared to be the 

dream job for me in that it was 
close to family in Alabama 
and Florida and in a warm 
weather city,” Savage said. 
“However, on the way into 
town, something stirred deep 
down that cast some doubt 
on the situation. Ultimately, 
I withdrew my name from 
consideration because there 
just was not a peace about me 
going there. As we left the city 
limits, I’ve never experienced 
the calmness that came over 
me, and to my way of think-
ing, it was God saying ‘every-
thing is going to be OK.’ As 
things turned out, I believe, 
He had a better plan for me 
two years later in Cleveland.”

If there are two hallmarks 
of Savage’s faith life, they are 

obedience and letting his faith 
shine before others. He and 
his brother, Pastor Joe Savage, 
formed The Winner’s Infl u-
ence to give nationally known 
speakers from business and 
sports worlds a platform to 
talk about their faith.  

“People with successful 
careers, as the world defi nes 
‘success,’ are seen as winners 
who can infl uence the world 
around them,” explained Sav-
age. “But in Christ, all believ-
ers are ‘winners’ and we can 
infl uence people, our work 
environment and every life we 
touch if we speak up and let 
our light shine before others.”

Savage also coaches as-
piring young players every 
year at Camp Savage. “It’s the 

highlight of my year,” said 
Savage. “It’s exciting to help 
high school players and see 
their confi dence in themselves 
come alive.”  

Many of the over 1000 
players Savage has coached at 
no cost over the last 15 years 
have gone on to college and 
professional football careers.

Through his Take-a-Knee 
Ministry, Savage has shared 
his Christian faith with over 
50 audiences since winning 
the 2001 Super Bowl with the 
Ravens. “I believe in doing 
what you can to make a dif-
ference in people’s lives. And 
telling people about Jesus is 
the biggest difference you 
could possibly make in peo-
ple’s lives.”

Ravens Super Bowl winner inspires Baltimore professionals

Brian Zimmerman (left), pastor of Streetlite Christian Fellowship, Phil Savage and his  brother, 

Pastor Joe Savage, partner with Baltimore Christians Downtown to reach Baltimore professionals.
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The only problem is that 
the faith is far from the Truth. 

In a recent trip to a Mus-
lim-dominated country, a 
group with ties to the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/
Delaware traveled to the 
Middle East to fervently pray 
for Jesus Christ, 
the God of the 
Ingil or New Testa-
ment, to reach souls 
entrapped in the 
rigorous religion of 
Islam. 

With govern-
mental, political, 
economic and reli-
gious affairs com-
pletely entwined, 
the faith’s control 
impacts every as-
pect of life. To main-
tain such control, 
Muslim converts 
to Christianity face 
prison, torture and 
even death. They 
also suffer from be-
ing expelled from 
the family, provok-
ing a shame which 
is nearly a death. 

Those who 
have the courage to 
convert live a secret 
life – fi lled with a 
peace that surpasses 
understanding, yet 
with constant con-
cern that they will 
be turned in to the 
authorities.

To question one’s faith is to 
challenge the entire system of 
law and public government in 
the country. There is no sepa-
ration of religion and state to 
protect them.

Its root word meaning 
“submission,” Islam at its most 

radical roots fuels terrorist 
activity, but more cleverly, at 
its peaceful and community-
loving outward appearances, 
the religion seeks to expand 
so as to eventually have sole 
dictatorial rule over the jittery 
nations of the world.

Yet, striking even more 
terror is the fact that over a bil-
lion followers of Allah and his 
Prophet Mohammed will face 
eternity in hell without the 
saving grace of Jesus Christ.

And so, at the very begin-
ning stages of a partnership 

with like-minded missionar-
ies, the team prayed to see 
Christ exalted among the Is-
lamic nations.

Likening their effort to a 
small fl ame in a powerfully 
dark room, the Christians 
begged God to reveal Himself 

to the seeking population. 
They urged God to 

cancel out falsities and 
bring solid Truth to a re-
gion where centuries of 
oppression have quieted 
the realities of a personal 
relationship with a per-
sonal God. 

Some even prayed 
in repentance, asking 
God fi rst to forgive the 
Western Christian na-
tions of their mockery of 
God, their intolerance for 
things of the Scripture, 
and their lackadaisical 
attitudes toward faith 
matters.

They asked forgive-
ness on behalf of their 
own nation, which cel-
ebrates godlessness and 
perverseness. They ac-
knowledged the apparent 
spiritual laziness and lack 
of modesty, especially 
when compared to their 
Middle Eastern counter-
parts.

They also repented 
on behalf of the Muslims, 
who despite their dog-
matic drive to please Al-
lah, had overlooked the 

only Savior who gave His life 
so that those He created could 
receive full repentance and 
restoration.

And so they prayed.
It was on the mountaintop 

where the team had reached 
the highest peak… both physi-

cally and spiritually. All they 
could see were miles and 
miles of vast desert, stretching 
in between the Muslim-popu-
lated cities and coastlands. 

And in the foreground, 
without any warning, they 
gasped their breath as their 
teammate pulled out her Lion 
of Judah banner, symbolically 
waving it over the nations, 
proclaiming it in the name of 
Jesus Christ.

The site was breathtaking 
in its simple power, and heart-
breaking that millions of the 
inhabitants face eternity with-
out Jesus Christ.

Despite their obvious ef-
fort to do all the right things 
– instead of simply believing 
that Jesus Himself died for 
mankind’s misdeeds, offering 
instead changed hearts and 
changed lives – Muslims ad-
mit they have no assurance of 
their salvation.

And so the prayer war-
riors begged as they held 
hands to the heavens, uphold-
ing a unifi ed purpose and 
claiming the land for Jesus, 
“Reveal Yourself, Lord Jesus, 
to the hearts of this dedi-
cated people. Draw them to 
Yourself. Allow Your Light to 
shine!” 

Though they held only a 
fl ickering fl ame in the grip-
ping darkness, the team is 
confi dent that God’s Light will 
one day blaze over the land. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come.

Churches, youth groups, 
and ministries for any age 

group interested in a presenta-
tion on Sharing Your Faith 

With Muslims or about 
this trip can send an email to 

jmcdonald47@yahoo.com.

Fervent faith fuels the nations
continued from page one

By Lee Taylor

I admit it. I was full of fear 
about going to the Middle 
East. Though I was clear 

that God wanted me to go, it 
was a couple of dark nights of 
the soul that made me question 
that call. Literally.

There were a few nights 
when I woke up in a state of 
dead panic, my heart frantical-
ly heavy with the realization 
that I may not come back home 
after this trip. 

I thought about our new 
home, our exciting and grow-
ing ministry, and our beautiful 
four-year-old daughter. 

“No, Lord, please, as much 
as I want to please you,” I pled, 
“I am not ready to miss out on 
seeing my little girl grow up.”

I bargained with God, “I 
don’t care if I am injured or if 
things go wrong while I’m in 
the Middle East. Please just let 
me come home.”

In the process, I studied 
my life to see if it was my “full-
ness of time,” the fulfi llment 
of the training and calling on 
my life.

I thought about the time 
that the keynote speaker at a 
women’s conference prayed 
over me. Though I originally 

came forward so she could 
pray for my friend, the woman 
stopped in mid-sentence to say 
she needed to pray for me next. 
Feeling a power of God on her 
so strong that prayers were 
seemingly pulled from my 
lips, I was shocked at her care-
ful words. “I have never done 
this before, but I anoint you as 
a minister of peace,” she said, 
symbolically drawing a cross 
on my forehead.

I also thought about years 
later when praying at my 
church’s altar, I felt God tell 
me that my death would have 
huge impact on His Kingdom. 
Bowing on the steps, surpris-
ingly without tears, I submit-
ted before the Holy One, trust-
ing that the time and place for 
my death would be perfect. 

Since that time, I have seen 
God’s incredible hand leading 
me, teaching me and expos-
ing me to the world in ways I 
would have never dreamed up 
myself. My professional experi-
ences, alone, gave me access to 
infl uential Christian leaders 
who have left their marks on 
His Kingdom and on me. 

And most recently, before 
my trip, my husband confessed 
the Lord has spoken to his 
heart. “If you can get through 

this, I will bless you,” the Lord 
told him.

And so, my heart gripped 
with fear. Was it time for my 
death? Was this the way God 
wanted to use me to build His 
Kingdom? Despite the fear, the 
throbbing in my heart to please 
God overcame my earthly de-
sires.

And then it happened. Je-
sus revealed my life verse to me 
in a brand new way. Through 
Jeremiah 29:11, God had prom-
ised that His plans for me were 
for good and not for evil, to 
give me a future and a hope. I 
had clung to this verse count-
less times.

The Lord compelled me 
to read further beyond verses 
12-13, which promised reward 
to those who sought after God, 
to verse 14, where God showed 
His unique promise to me re-
garding this trip: “I will end 
your captivity and restore your 
fortunes. I will gather you out of 
the nations where I sent you and 
bring you home again to your own 
land” (emphasis added).

The Lord answered my 
heart’s cry. I would be coming 
home again!

With a new fervor, I be-
came very excited about my trip 
to the Middle East. Again, the 

Lord had good plans for me, I 
realized. Even so, I acknowl-
edged the potential adversity 
contained in the same verse: the 
possibility of captivity.

Yet, I was content. 
In the fi rst few days of 

visiting the Middle East, I fully 
expected to be detained for my 
religious beliefs that were so 
contrary to the Islamic culture 
surrounding me. 

I was prepared, yet no such 
thing occurred.

What I wasn’t prepared for 
was coming home with a heavy 
burden to pray for Muslims. I 
have been held captive by the 
sheer number of unbelieving 
Middle Easterners, who despite 
being fervent in their faith, do 
not share in the heavenly in-
heritance that I have.

I came home a different 
person. 

Thankfully, I can say that 
the plans that God has for me 
will endure through eternity. 
But what can the Muslim who 
lives in the Middle East—or 
next door, for that matter—say? 

Jesus, please set the cap-
tives free! Use me to comfort 
the brokenhearted, to bring 
Good News to the poor. The 
time of Your favor has come. 
Amen!

Confession of a mission team volunteer: 
Is it the fullness of time?

“In the first 

few days of visiting 

the Middle East, I 

fully expected to 

be detained for my 

religious beliefs that 

were so contrary to 

the Islamic culture 

surrounding me. 

What I wasn’t 

prepared for was 

coming home with 

a heavy burden to 

pray for Muslims...I 

came home a different 

person.”



The next morning we met 
with a new pastor who had 
expressed interest in meeting 
with us about the BCM/D part-
nership. We met Jim Meighan, 
pastor of Erskine Church which 
is located out near the airport. 
Our discussion led to the pos-
sibility of 
teaming 
Erskine 
with one 
of our 
churches 
who 
could 
do some 
specifi c 
construc-
tion proj-
ects with 
them. We also committed to 
involve them with the BCM/D 
Chorale’s mission’s tour next 
May 2006.

That afternoon we met 
with David Gordon, the direc-
tor of missions for the Scot-
tish Baptist Union. We had an 
excellent meeting with him. 
We discussed the possibility of 
expanding the partnership be-
tween BCM/D and the SBU to 
the entire country. (To date, our 
partnership has only included 
the Argyll/Bute region of Scot-
land). 

That evening, McBride 
and I traveled to attend an 
“associational rally” at the 
Dunoon Church. It was a very 
exciting service that lasted for 
more than three hours. We 
heard wonderful reports of 
what God was doing in the 
various churches with the Ar-
gyll region. Drew Landry, the 
Ogletown team’s pastor, gave 
the fi nal message. It was a great 
service!  

The next day we traveled 
by ferry to the island of Islay 
(pronounced “eye-lah”) where 
we were greeted by Adam 
Plenderleith, the pastor of the 
Islay Church. McBride and I 
stayed in an RV (they call it a 
‘caravan’) that was located right 

next door to the manse (parson-
age). (The RV was purchased 
by BCM/D’s First Church, 
Marydel, as a part of their part-
nership with the Islay church).

On Sunday morning, Mc-
Bride preached and I sang at Is-
lay Church’s Port Ellen location. 

On the 
way back 
to the 
manse, 
we 
stopped 
at “The 
Mach-
rie,” a 
private 
resort 
where 
we ten-

tatively booked meeting and 
lodging space for the May 2006 
Chorale for a Saturday evening 
concert and Sunday morn-
ing combined church service 
for both locations of the Islay 
Church’s congregation.

The people at Islay Church 
were very loving and hos-
pitable. And they love to 
sing…even the men! The Scots 
have a great heritage of love for 
congregational singing. And I 
learned, to my great pleasure, 
they love to sing praise and 
worship music in their services. 
Yes, they love the old hymns, 
but they also embrace the “sing 
a new song unto the Lord” phi-
losophy as well.  

The next day we traveled 
(again by ferry) from Islay to 
Lochgilphead. McBride and I 
stayed in the home of Pastor 
Andrew Miles and his wife 
Talita. We had a great time with 
them. We discussed the pos-
sibility of the Chorale singing a 
concert in Lochgilphead at the 
local high school auditorium 
and of even doing a “musical 
arts” class for the students on 
the afternoon of the concert.

The next day, we met Mag-
gie Hodgkinson, the wife of 
John Hodgkinson, pastor of 
King’s Park Church. We toured 

the church and then had lunch 
at John and Maggie’s home. We 
had a great time with them. We 
agreed to pursue a Chorale con-
cert venue at the much larger 
neighboring church, Queen’s 
Park Church. This event will 
possibly include the follow-
ing new partnership churches:  
Erksine, King’s Park, Cum-
bernauld and Cumbernauld’s 
new church plant, Broadwood 
Church.

That evening we had din-
ner with Pastor Brian Talbot of 
the Cumbernauld Church and 
several of his church’s leaders. 
We had a great meeting. Mc-
Bride and I stayed in the home 
of the meeting’s host, Russell 
Barrie. He agreed to help the 
Chorale with any transporta-
tion and sound system needs 
for the tour. Pastor Talbot will 
help us co-host the Chorale 
for a concert/worship service 
where several of the churches 
come together for the evening.

Our last full day was spent 
traveling to the eastern coast 
of Scotland. We met with Pas-
tor Brian Roberts of the East 
Neuk Fellowship. After lunch 
in the pastor’s home, he gave us 
a tour of the two towns where 
two congregations, Pittenweem 
and Anstruther, have merged 
to form the new East Neuk Fel-
lowship. What a lovely spot on 
planet Earth.

McBride and I spent our 
last night in Glasgow and fl ew 
home the next day. What an 
incredible time. Each day was 
fi lled with “God sightings.” 
We made excellent connections 
with fi ve brand new churches 
seeking to become partners 
with Maryland/Delaware coun-
terparts. McBride is actively 
seeking MD/DE churches who 
want to partner with these new 
friends. I am now seeking to 
fi nalize the itinerary for the 
Chorale’s trip next May.

To date, the following MD/
DE churches have sent teams 
at least once, with some going 

more often and some planning 
to go this summer:
•  Ogletown Church, Newark, 

DE (partnered with Du-
noon Church)

•  First Church, Marydel, MD 
(Islay Church)

•  Lynnhaven Church, Po-
comoke City, MD (Tyree 
Church)

•  Long Green Church, Balti-
more, MD (Lochgilphead 
Church)

•  Calvary Church, Bel Air, 
MD (Islay Church)
To date, the following Scot-

tish churches are seeking to 
partner with one of our BCM/D 
churches: Cumbernauld and 
Broadwood, East Neuk, Ers-
kine and Kings Park.

If you are interested in 
partnering with a church in 
Scotland, please contact Jim 
McBride at (302) 741-2488 or by 
email at muddcudder@aol.com. 

Immediate areas of need 
would be construction projects, 
children’s ministries, leadership 
development events and music/
worship training for music 
leaders.  

If your music leader is 
interested in participating 
in the Chorale’s 2006 Mis-
sion Tour to Scotland (and is 
not currently active), please 
contact Cindy Harper at (800) 
466-5290, ext. 0 or email her at 
charper@bcd.org. 

Ask yourself, “Is my 
church an Acts 1:8 church? Am 
I an Acts 1:8 Christian?” If the 
answer is no, a great place to 
start would be to connect with 
a church in Scotland.  The door 
is wide open! 
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Scottish partnership is healthy and growing
continued from page one

Check out more great 

Scotland photos at 

our online gallery at:

www.yourbcmd.org/photos

To learn more about 

how your church can 

be an Acts 1:8 church: 

www.ActsOne8.com
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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. — The 
May 3 General Mission Board 
members began with praise 
and worship, a new compo-
nent of the quarterly meetings, 
led by Bob Simpson.

Executive Report
BCM/D executive director, 

David Lee, said the conven-
tion is “on mission” with more 
involvement in strengthening 
and starting churches than 
ever before and more direct 
contact with local leaders. 

“There’s something God 
is doing with Acts 1:8,” Lee 
said, referring 
to an SBC Acts 
1:8 emphasis. 
All the entities 
– The North 
American Mis-
sion Board, 
The Interna-
tional Mission 
Board, BCM/
D, the associa-
tions and the 
local churches 
are rallying 
around that 
scripture, 
striving to 
take the gospel 
“to Jerusalem, 
throughout 
Judea, in Sa-
maria, and to 
the ends of the 
earth,” (NLT).  

“We’ve 
been called to 
do Great Com-
mission work 
and Acts 1:8 is 
the map,” Lee 
said. 

Streetlite 
Christian Fel-
lowship pastor, 
Brian Zimmer-
man, gave his 
testimony and shared his sup-
port of the Embrace Baltimore 
initiative.  

“God is bringing what 
we’ve longed for – partner-
ship. We can’t do it alone. 
We’re growing, but we still 
need partnerships.”

Lee offi cially introduced 
BCM/D’s new urban strate-
gist, Mitch Dowell. 

Sherri Lee updated GMB 
members about the success of 
the ministry to ministers and 
their families. She reminded 
them of the opportunity to 
enjoy a restful weekend at 
Shepherd’s Rest, a trailer at 
Skycroft, available for min-
isters and their families and 
about counseling services of-
fered through CentrePointe 
Counseling. She also spoke of 
the second minister’s family 
getaway planned for Septem-
ber. Sign-ups for the getaway 
exceeded expectation. The 
Mississippi Baptist Conven-
tion gave BCM/D a grant for 
$5,000 to help. There are now 
just ten families on a wait-
ing list and Sherri asked for 
prayers that God will provide 
the funds to meet that need. 

David Lee recognized 
Bob Simpson, editor of 
Baptist LIFE. Baptist LIFE 

won First Place in the Baptist 
Communicators Association’s 
State Papers competition and 
second place for the BCM/D 
website. Design editor, Sean 
Copley, and graphic designer, 
Todd Hampson, won fi rst 
place for their Timbuktoons 
scripture cartoons DVD. Tim-
buktoons also won Best of 
Show.

 
Financial Report

John Faris reported that 
in 2004 Cooperative Program 
giving was up 6%, passing 
$4.5 million in CP giving. 
This year’s fi rst quarter report 
shows a 5.6% increase over 
last year. 

Administrative Committee 
Report

Members gave unanimous 
approval on a recommen-
dation to support Embrace 
Baltimore by adopting a two 
million dollar capital cam-
paign to support the following 
initiatives:
• Starting ten new churches 
in Baltimore over the next 
three years
• Providing grants to Bal-
timore churches for ministry 
evangelism projects
• Enhancing BFCS’s services 
to families in Baltimore. 

Funds will be spent as 
they come in. The campaign 
will be introduced at the an-
nual meeting in November. 

GMB members also voted 
unanimously to approve a 
recommendation to transfer 
$50,000 of reserve funds to 
Baptist Family & Children’s 
Services to assist Embrace Bal-
timore and the Good Samari-
tan Network in a new initia-
tive, The Baltimore Neighbor-
hood Enrichment Project. 

Bill Simpson, BFCS staff 
director and director of devel-
opment, said the project is de-
signed to develop and deliver 
comprehensive, coordinated 
services to address the needs 

of disadvantaged school chil-
dren and their low income 
families. 

Phase one of a pilot pro-
gram involves working with 
the South Baltimore neigh-
borhood of Federal Hill and 
Sharp-Leadenhall School. It 
involves an after-school pro-
gram, advocacy, case manage-
ment and in-home counseling 
services and a church based 
outreach effort. 

“The program is a fi rst 
attempt to make inroads in 
Baltimore through the local 
community in a new way,” 
Bill said. 

Other recommendations 
unanimously agreed on were 

to approve an enhanced 
Guidestone Annuity Plan and 
to ask SBC executive commit-
tee member, Robert Anderson, 
to request that the executive 
committee consider Baltimore 
as a host city for the SBC con-
vention in 2010.

Reports from strategy 
teams

Church planting consul-
tant, David Jackson, intro-
duced John Mackall, pastor of 
Crosslife Community Church, 
Elkridge, to speak on behalf 
of the Church Planting Team. 
Mackall enthusiastically 
shared Crosslife’s growth and 
success – meeting in a barber 
shop then moving to a trailer. 
He told of outreaches with 
video game tournaments, des-
sert and pizza nights and track 
and fi eld camps.

Evangelism consultant 
Thom Thornton reported 
for the Missions Involve-
ment Team. The team works 
to make every Maryland/
Delaware Baptist become per-
sonally involved in disciple 
making. 

Dan Sheffi eld, partner-
ship missions coordinator, 
presented a camel skin printed 
with the 99 names of God that 

Muslims recognize. No one 
supposedly knows the 100th 
name. Sheffi eld smiled and 
said he said he knows – it’s 
Jesus. 

Jim McBride talked about 
the Scotland partnership. Scot-
land, McBride said, has been 
the seed of numerous spiritual 
awakenings. On any Sunday, 
less than 2% of the population 
are in worship. But momentum 
is building. Many churches are 
expressing an interest in part-
nerships. 

Agencies and Committees
Baptist Family & Chil-

dren’s Services executive di-
rector, Robert Gerstmyer, said 

that through the crisis 
hotline they’ve discov-
ered there is a problem 
with domestic violence 
in our churches. BFCS 
had a domestic vio-
lence summit to help 
pastors deal with the 
issue. 

Gerstmyer re-
ported that in their 
CHOSEN program, 
13 children have gone 
back to their homes 
or have been adopted. 
There were no unsuc-
cessful discharges, 
which Gerstmyer said 
is unheard of. 

BCM/D director 
of strategic planning, 
Mel Pride, reported 
for the Christian Life 
and Public Affairs 
Committee and said 
Dan Mohler, the team 
chairman, is keeping 
abreast of the issues, 
especially with Defend 
Maryland. 

Steve Hokuf re-
ported for the Scholar-
ship Committee. GMB 
members approved 
the committee’s rec-
ommended change 

to clarify that aid will go to 
students attending Southern 
Baptist Seminaries or evangeli-
cal seminaries accredited by 
the Association of Theological 
Schools. The change was to 
add the word evangelical. 

President’s Remarks
BCM/D president, James 

Nichols, spoke of contentment, 
referring to Philippians 4. 
Paul was a prisoner, yet talked 
about joy and contentment. 
Nichols said Paul learned to 
take prison and turn it into a 
palace because Paul knew con-
tentment. 

“We don’t fi nd a whole 
lot of contentment in today’s 
world,” Nichols said. 

“Preachers think, ‘if I 
can just get a bigger church.’ 
Deacons think ‘if I can just get 
a better preacher.’ And staff 
thinks, ‘if I could only get a 
better job with more prestige.’”

 “We won’t fi nd content-
ment in physical gratifi cation, 
or in education, possessions, 
activities, sports – contentment 
is self contained…everything 
needed to sustain life.”

Nichols said contentment 
is only found in a deep per-
sonal daily love relationship 
with Jesus Christ. 

GMB hears about Great Commission work in 

Maryland/Delaware with Acts 1:8 as the map

David Lee displays a camel skin printed with the 99 names of God that Muslims recognize 

presented by Dan Sheffield, partnership missions coordinator. No one supposedly knows the 

100th name. Sheffield smiled and said he said he knows – it’s Jesus. 
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COLUMBIA, Md. — Mel 
Pride, BCM/D director of stra-
tegic planning and staff liaison 
for the Christian Life and Public 
Affairs Committee, and committee 
members recently met and shared 
concerns about pending legislation 
in Maryland and Delaware. They 
invited Don Dwyer, a delegate to 
the State of Maryland, to address 
the group. Below is a letter from 
Delegate Dwyer to Maryland/
Delaware Baptists.

Dear Baptist Friends,
Let me start by thanking 

you from the bottom of my 
heart for 
your in-
volvement 
in the battle 
to protect 
our children 
and our 
future from 
the moral 
deprav-
ity that is 
facing our 
State. Un-
fortunately 
the legisla-
tive session 
that ended 
on April 11, 
2005 placed 
Maryland 
with the na-
tional rank-
ing as the 
state most 
friendly 
to the ho-
mosexual 
agenda. You see, our legisla-
ture passed (4) separate pieces 
of legislation that grant special 
rights to those who choose to 
live a homosexual lifestyle.

The most disturbing was 
the passage of SB796 “The 
Medical Decision Making act 
of 2005.” This bill is a Trojan 
horse of modern times. The bill 
grants no new rights that do 
not already exist under current 
law by way of a legal power 
of attorney and an advanced 
medical directive. Both of 
these legal documents grant 
every right that this bill was 
purported to give.

You must be wondering 
why then is this bill even nec-
essary? The truth is that this 
bill creates a state registry 

whereby the state legally sanc-
tions the relationship of un-
married individuals who may 
be of the same sex. Having the 
state legally sanction same sex 

relationships paves the way 
for the legalization of same sex 
relationships. (marriage) The 
legislation allows legal civil 
unions in Maryland under the 
cover of medical decisions. 

Once same sex relation-
ships are legally recognized 
by the state, public schools 
will be targeted by the ho-
mosexual activists who have 
already infiltrated our state 
board of education and our 
local school boards with the 
agenda of teaching same sex 
relationships as normal to our 
children!  This was recently re-

vealed in Mont-
gomery County 
when the county 
school board 
proposed and 
voted to intro-
duce into middle 
and high schools 
a curriculum 
that teaches chil-
dren as young as 
12 years old the 
application of a 
condom.

The curricu-
lum focuses on 
sexually trans-
mitted disease 
and promotes 
the condom as 
the answer to 
disease preven-
tion. They go as 
far as explaining 
that the disease 
is transmitted 
through anal, 

oral and vaginal sex. Is this 
what we want our children 
learning in school? You see, 
the passage of SB796 will make 
it nearly impossible for the 

courts to object to this type of 
curriculum when the legisla-
ture has legalized, sanctioned 
and recognized same sex rela-
tionships as normal. This is the 
intent behind of this legisla-
tion.

For this reason we must do 
all we can to petition this law 
to referendum. In Maryland 
citizens are granted the right to 
petition a bill to be placed on 
the ballot in the next general 
election. This gives you, your 
church and your neighbors the 
ability to cast your vote for or 
against SB796. The challenge is 
now before the church to stand 
and be counted on this critical 
issue. You and your church can 
and must help if we are going 
to protect our state and our 
children.

Your Pastor has received 
materials and petitions from 
convention headquarters but 
he needs your help. We need 
a lay person to head up the 
petition effort in your church. 
That person will be the contact 
for all information pertaining 
to this referendum and other 
family related issues. I cannot 
express just how important 
this effort is. 

For more information 
please visit www.defend
marylandmarriage.com or 
e-mail Nita Maggio (our 
volunteer coordinator) at 
nitamaggio@aol.com. 

Delegate Dwyer writes letter to MD/DE Baptists

By Sean Copley
Baptist LIFE Design Editor

DENVER —Baptist LIFE, 
the newsjournal of the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/
Delaware (BCM/D) was 
awarded fi rst place for design 
in the Wilmer C. Fields Award 
Competition for “State Baptist 
Newspaper.” The award was 
given at the 51st annual Baptist 
Communicators Association 
(BCA) workshop in Denver, 
Col., April 20-23, 2005. Each 
year at the workshop, commu-
nications professionals from 
state conventions, national 
Southern Baptist agencies, sem-
inaries, colleges and universi-
ties and other entities gather for 
training and education.  

Bob Simpson, Iris White 
and Sean Copley were named 
on the award. In addition, 
Sean Copley and Todd Hamp-
son, graphic designers for 
BCM/D, won second place in 
the “Interactive Communica-
tions Division” for the web-
site, www.yourbcmd.org. In 
that same category, the two 
designers won Grand Prize 
for their DVD, “Timbuk-
toons: Scripture Shorts Vol. 1” 
(www.timbuktoons.com).

The BCA awards competi-
tion is designed to encourage 
professional excellence among 

association members and to 
recognize members who have 
done exemplary work. This 
year there were 385 entries 
from 115 members/agencies 
and 26 judges outside of reli-
gious organizations judged the 
submissions in Tennessee on 
Mar. 12, 2005.

The keynote speaker 
for the workshop was Sally 
Morgenthaler, author of Wor-
ship Evangelism: Inviting 
Unbelievers Into the Pres-
ence of God and founder of 
www.sacramentis.com. Mor-
genthaler is a popular writer, 
conference speaker and educa-
tor in the area of innovative 
approaches to worship. Her 

session, “The Screen & Wor-
ship: Beyond the Bouncing 
Ball,” discussed worship be-
yond song lyrics, nature vid-
eos and sermon outlines. She 
also described the “substance 
of style” and how people to-
day are drawn to beauty and 
aesthetics in worship.

Eric Ramsey, church en-
listment manager at the North 
American Mission Board, 
shared from his recently pub-
lished book, “Church Out-
reach Marketing.” Ramsey 
co-authored the book of local 
church marketing strategies 
with Ed Stetzer, also from 
NAMB. In the session, Ramsey 
told attendees that marketing 

“is not a substitute for evan-
gelism or the Great Commis-
sion…it is connecting your 
message to those around you.” 
Ramsey is scheduled to lead a 
similar marketing conference 
for the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware in the 
Fall of 2006.

Another highlight of the 
conference was an excursion 
to Colorado Springs and Focus 
on the Family to learn about 
its history, mission and vi-
sion. Included was a tour of 
the campus, an overview of 
the various departments by 
the vice presidents and a ques-
tion and answer session with 
James Dobson.

BaptistLIFE and BCM/D receive national design 

awards at Denver BCA workshop
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Bob Gerstmyer

BFCS Executive Director

For more information 
about BFCS, or to ask 
questions or comment 

on articles on this page, 
please call BFCS 
Public Relations 

Associate, Tim Durkin 
(410) 872-1050 ext. 143 

Baptist Family and 

Children’s Services  
7175 Columbia 

Gateway Dr., Suite F 
Columbia, MD 21046

Phone: 
(410) 872-1050    
(800) 621-8834 

Fax: 
(410) 872-1047 

E-mail: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org
Online: 

www.baptistfamily.org

Would you like to be on 
our email list? 

Send a message to: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org

It’s a movement!
By Bob Gerstmyer

Over 2000 years ago Jesus 
started a movement to 
“preach good news to the 

poor; to proclaim freedom for the 
prisoners and recovery of sight for 
the blind, to release the oppressed” 
(Luke 4:18). 

1900 years later another 
movement was started driven 
by a dream to fulfill the biblical 
mandate of ministering to the 
most vulnerable in society. 
Thus Baptist Family and 
Children’s Services was begun.

Movements often birth 
institutions and in their 
growth and development the 

organization loses sight of the 
movement that brought them 
into existence. 

The result is stagnation, 
self-perpetuation and 
eventually irrelevance. 
Baptist Family and Children’s 
Services has not lost its 
passion for the movement 
whose vision was to minister 
to the “least of these” in our 
society.

The very idea of a 
movement is that it is not 
stationary. It must keep 
moving and to keep moving it 
must not be afraid of change. 
I read recently that there are 
two things people fear: change 

and the same old thing.
BFCS embraces both. 

On one hand we are an 
organization that changes 
daily. Yet we are still doing 
the same old thing – caring 
for the needs of the most 
vulnerable in our area. We 
remain true to the intent of the 
founders of this movement.

You are part of this 
movement as you support 
our ministry. Together we are 
moving forward in some of 
the most innovative ways in 
our history. Thanks for being 
a part of this movement, for 
being a part of Baptist Family 
and Children’s Services.

Baptist Family holds first Domestic Violence Summit

By Tim Durkin

How big a problem is 
domestic violence?  Up 
to six million women 

are believed to be beaten in 
their homes each year.  Ninety 
percent of battered women 
never report the abuse.

During the Vietnam War, 
58,000 Americans were killed.  
During that same period, 
54,000 American women were 
murdered by their partners.

As many as 10 million 
children witness family 
violence every year.

Research suggests that 
wife-beating results in more 
injuries that require medical 
treatment than rape, auto 
accidents, and muggings 
combined.

This is a problem that 
affects local Baptist churches.  

Thirty percent of the calls for 
help received by the Good 
Samaritan Network involve 
domestic violence.

On May 11, Baptist 
Family hosted a gathering of 
Baptists searching for ways 
to end domestic violence. The 
Baptist Center served as the 
venue for an extensive and 
productive seminar. Attendees 
included BCM/D and Baptist 
Family staff, as well as pastors 
from Arundel, Baltimore, 
Eastern, and Mid-Maryland 
Associations and other special 
guests.

Good Samaritan Network 
director Colleen Dougherty 
was pleased with the practical 
concerns and great energy of 
the attendees.

“My hope for the day was 
not only to educate church 
and convention leaders about 

the realities of domestic 
violence but also to begin 
a dialogue on how we can 
come together to provide 
safety, hope, and healing for 
the victims, their children, 
and the abusers,” Dougherty 
said. “We were then able to 
talk about how the Christian 
community can respond 
proactively and reactively to 
domestic violence.”

Christie Andersen 
and Kathleen McMurray 
(GSN Staff) also presented 
information about Christian 
responses to abused family 
members. 

Andersen described the 
day as a kind of awakening 
for the Christian community 
in Maryland. “I thought it 
was really important because 
it was a beginning. The 
Christian community holds 

the key to the hope and 
healing the victims need. I 
hope those attending were 
encouraged about what 
they can do as a Christian 
community to serve the 
needs of the victims and the 
batterers.”

McMurray concurred. 
“Even though it is important 
to talk about statistics, the 
group didn’t just say ‘what 
a shame.’ They talked about 
what they could do to help.”

Baptist Family is 
committed to helping break 
the cycle of domestic violence 
in every family struggling 
with its destructive effects. 
If your church would like 
more information about how 
to serve these vulnerable 
families, please call Christie 
Andersen at (800) 621-8834, 
ext. 109.

Maryland/Delaware hosts National Baptist Child 

Care Executives Conference
By Tim Durkin

From April 26-28, Baptist 
Family was host organiza-
tion for the annual meet-

ing of the Baptist Child Care 
Executives. Membership in 
this organization is open to the 
leaders of any Baptist child care 
group. 

As Jimmy McAdams, presi-
dent of Connie Maxwell Chil-
dren’s Homes (South Carolina) 
wrote in Baptist Children’s Homes 
in America: A First Hand Look, 
“Some of the more credible 
programs for children needing 
alternative homes are 
those run by Southern 
Baptists. Today, con-
ventions in nineteen 
states provide twenty-
three programs.” These 
programs, including 
Baptist Family’s CHO-
SEN Foster Care, “re-
main the flagship min-
istries of many [state 
conventions].”

The leaders of 
these “flagship ministries” 
gather each year, rotating to 
different sites across the coun-
try. These meetings are an 
invaluable tool for information 
sharing, coalition building, 
and the creation of general best 
practices. They also offer the 
host agency a chance to intro-
duce visitors to a new region of 
the country.

The programs headed by 
these executives employ 3,200 
caregivers and, in 2003, they 
invested more than $150 mil-
lion in serving more than 7,800 
children and 110,000 families, 
according to the BCCE. 

The host hotel for this con-
ference was the Holiday Inn 
Inner Harbor, a stone’s throw 
from Baltimore’s famous wa-
terfront. The first item on the 
agenda took the attendees (a 
group of about 60) down to An-
napolis for an introduction to 
the Chesapeake Bay via a har-
bor cruise. 

group had Navy connections, 
so the following tour of the 
Naval Academy was lively and 
interesting. Proving that God 
has made a small world for us, 
a few members even ran into 
second cousins and nieces and 
nephews learning the ropes at 
the Academy.

Tuesday concluded with 
a welcome to Maryland Buffet 

Banquet in the top floor ban-
quet hall of the Holiday Inn.  
Long time Baltimoreans would 
doubtless recognize this space 
as the former rotating restau-
rant atop the Holiday Inn. Part 
of the space overlooks the play-
ing field of Oriole Park at Cam-
den Yards, another Baltimore 
signature. An evening of deli-
cious food cooked Chesapeake-
style wrapped up a day full of 
fun and fellowship.

Wednesday was almost all 
business, however. Panel dis-
cussions, breakout sessions, and 
presentations from the national 

Coalition for Residential 
Education and Guide-
stone Financial Services
gave the executives op-
portunities to pick up
information to enhance
their ministries.

In many cases, at-
tendees are grappling
with questions laid out
in McAdams’ Baptist
Children’s Homes...
Are their programs in

harmony with what churches 
want them to do? Have they 
done enough to educate Bap-
tists about the full scope of 
their ministry? How can these 
programs effectively leverage 
government funds without 
alienating churches?

One question answered 
definitively after last year’s con-
ference in Orlando regards the 

role of faith in treatment.  In a 
statement published in the Flor-
ida Baptist Witness, the BCCE 
said, “Our shared objective as 
Baptist Child Care Executives is 
to be a primary resource in our 
respective states in order to ad-
dress in a Christ-honoring way 
the needs of at-risk children 
who are first-person witnesses 
to the disintegration of the 
nuclear family in America.”

The program for the confer-
ence aimed at helping provide 
real-world answers to some of 
those questions, and a roadmap 
for struggling programs to fol-
low.

Spouses not attending the 
Wednesday business meetings 
were treated to a tour of some 
of Baltimore’s historic churches, 
culminating in a formal tea ser-
vice in Fell’s Point.

Thursday wrapped up the 
conference with more busi-
ness and very special devo-
tional time where the attendees 
shared their love of children’s 
ministries and found encour-
agement in scripture and in 
each other.

Throughout the conference, 
attendees raved about the warm 
welcome they received, the 
quality and productivity of the 
conversations they had, and the 
beauty of the Chesapeake re-
gion. The conference moves to 
Chicago next year...the Windy 
City has a tough act to follow.

“Our shared objective as Baptist 

Child Care Executives is to be a 

primary resource in our respective 

states in order to address in a 

Christ-honoring way the needs of 

at-risk children who are first-person 

witnesses to the disintegration of the 

nuclear family in America.”



ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF 
YOUTH AND FAMILIES 
— The First Baptist Church of 
Easton is seeking an individ-
ual to serve as our Associate 
Pastor of Youth and Families. 
Primary responsibilities will 
be to coordinate and direct all 
youth program and activities; 
and  provide overall leader-
ship of the comprehensive 
youth and family ministry. 
The preferred candidate 
should have a four-year college 
degree and preferably a semi-
nary degree with two or more 
years experience with youth 
or family ministry. Resumes 
should be submitted t First 
Baptist Church of Easton, 115 

IdleWild Avenue, Easton, MD, 
c/o Wayne Layfi eld.

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
TEACHERS NEEDED — Ber-
wyn Baptist School, a small 
Christian school near the Univ. 
of MD, is seeking a part-time 
phys. ed. teacher, as well as 
cert. Gr. 2,5,7 teachers for 2005-
2006, for all subj. including Bi-
ble study. Med. plan available.  
Call Roger M. White, Dir., at 
(301) 474-1561 or fax letter & re-
sume to (301) 441-3178 or email 
bbscollegepark@hotmail.com.

FULL TIME PASTOR 
— Northside Baptist Church, 
a 46-year-old diverse congre-
gation of approx. 125 faithful 
members, is currently seeking 

a full-time Pastor. Northside 
is located in a well-established 
community of North Baltimore 
and is affi liated with the BBA 
and BCMD. We are seeking 
a Pastor who is an effective 
teacher, preacher and vision-
ary - living and displaying 
servant leadership qualities. 
Qualifi ed candidates must 
have a Seminary degree with 
5+ years of exp. Please submit 
resumes to: NBC, P.O. Box 
66540, Baltimore, Maryland 
21239 or email resumes to: 
NBCPSC@Hotmail.com In His 
Joy and Strength - Mark Yeager 
Northside Baptist Church Pas-
tor Search Committee. 

ORGANIST NEEDED — FBC, 
St. Charles is seeking an organ-

ist for their Sunday morning 
worship service. If interested 
please call the FBC St. Charles 
at (301) 843.8007.

RETREAT TO THE OCEAN 
— The Baptist Retreat Cen-
ter in Ocean City is available 
for Fall-Spring Retreats. We 
can accommodate groups as 
large as 65. For more info, call 
(410) 289-6573 or check http:
//www.OCBaptist.org. 
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MAIL, E-MAIL, OR 

FAX YOUR AD 

Deadlines are the 

second Friday of 

each month for the 

following month’s 

issue. Classified 

advertising is 75 cents 

per word ($18.00 

minimum) for BCM/D 

churches and church 

members; 85 cents 

per word ($20.00 

minimum) for non-

profit organizations; 

and 95 cents per word 

($25.00 minimum) 

for commercial 

organizations. Word 

count does not 

include words with 

two letters or less. 

Contact us for display 

ad pricing. 

Acceptance of 

advertising does 

not constitute an 

endorsement of any 

advertiser’s products 

or services.

To Place an AdEmployment

Miscellaneous

Serving
 Churches
 Educational groups
 Non Profi t organizations

Can accommodate up to 200 people
 Year round availability
 Conference rooms
 Cabins and lodges

Located in wooded surroundings 
 Pool  
 Lake with canoes and  

     paddle boats
 Picnic pavilion with grills

  Hiking trails  
  Hay rides

Camp Wo-Me-To
1200 Knopp Road
PO Box 160
Jarrettsville, MD 21084
(410) 557-6296

all new 

resource for  

ministry TO 

CHILDREN!

www.timbuktoons.com • (866) I-Thirst • info@timbuktoons.com

5 cartoons with lesson plans for use 
in children’s ministry, family devotions, homeschooling, and 
more!Created by staff from the Baptist Convention of MD/DE.

only $18.95
(that’s le

ss than 

$4 per cartoo
n!)

or grab a
 10 pack 

for the f
amilies in 

your chur
ch for 

only $149. 50

The Baptist Student min-
istries of each of these institu-
tions would like to contact men 
and women who will begin 
academy training in the fall. 
If pastors, parents, relatives, 
friends or new students will 
contact us with name, address, 
telephone and email address, 
we will contact them to provide 
further information.

At the Air Force Academy, 
please contact: Mary Kathryn 
Kelly, 820 Timbertop Court, 
Colorado Springs, CO 80921,  
(719) 484-0347 or (719) 660-1676; 
email: www.mkk@earthlink.net 
or Bill Gandy, 550 West Wood-
men Road, Colorado Springs, 

CO 80919; (719) 635-0026; email: 
bgandy@ppba.org. 

At West Point, contact 
Dwain Gregory, 83-80 118th 
St, #2P, Kew Gardens, NY 
11415; (719) 963-4477; email: 
Dwain.Gregory@usma.edu or 
LeeDGreg@aol.com. 

At the Naval Academy, 
contact Kirk Ritchey, 201 Ha-
nover Street, Annapolis, MD 
21401; (443) 994-1938; email: 
ritchey@usna.edu. 

At the Coast Guard Acad-
emy contact: Randy Barnes, 
99 Maple Ave, Uncasville, CT 
06382; (860) 848-6628; email: 
nlcministry@sbcglobal.net.

ATTENTION: All students attending West 
Point, the Naval Academy, the Air Force 
Academy, or Coast Guard Academy

FORT WORTH, Texas — Timo-
thy Dewitt Wilson, II, earned a 
Master of Divinity degree from 
Southwestern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in Fort Worth dur-
ing spring commencement on 
Friday, May 6.   

Two hundred fi fty-seven 
graduates earned degrees dur-
ing Southwestern’s 209th com-
mencement ceremony at Fort 
Worth’s Travis Avenue Church. 
The spring graduating class in-

cluded students from 28 states 
and 10 foreign countries. They 
earned 16 diploma degrees, 222 
master’s degrees and 10 doctor-
ates. 

Students from 48 states, 
Washington, DC and 47 coun-
tries are currently enrolled at 
Southwestern. More than 65,000 
students have enrolled at the 
world’s largest seminary since it 
was founded in 1908. More than 
38,000 have earned degrees. 

One MD/DE student 
receives SWBTS degree 

The Youth Performing Arts Camp has 

room available just for YOU!

Registration deadline: July 1st

Cost: $250

Contact: Cindy Harper at (800) 466-5290 or 

charper@bcmd.org



Find prayer guides, devotionals, lessons and more 
at www.yourbcmd.org/offering 
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