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COLUMBIA, Md. — “How 
much we care is measured not 
by what we say, but by what 
we do. We have the opportu-
nity as Maryland/Delaware 
Baptists to put feet on our car-
ing. John was right. We don’t 
show love by words or speech. 
We demonstrate love in ‘deed 
and truth’ (1 John 3:18). We 
live in a time of unprecedented 
opportunity. We live in an area 
ripe for the sharing of Christ’s 
love. Let’s busy ourselves in 
expanding His Kingdom.

“As a continuation of the 
2004 State Missions Offering 
theme, ‘A Great Open Door,’ it 
is now our calling to compas-
sionately share Christ to those 
in need. Across Maryland and 
Delaware, there are stories 
of churches sharing Christ 

through their actions of mercy 
and charity. The opportunities 
are varied and as unique as 
our different communities.” 
(Excerpt from David Lee’s state 
missions letter)

The 2005 Maryland and 
Delaware Missions Offering 
emphasis is the week of Sept. 
11-18 with a goal of $240,000. 
The theme of “Hands to work, 
Hearts to serve” is based upon 
Gal. 6:9-10, “Let us not become 
weary in doing good, for at the 
proper time we will reap a harvest 
if we do not give up. Therefore, 
as we have opportunity, let us do 
good to all people.”

The encouragement of 
Paul in Galatians is to continue 
to do good, without thought 
to results, with assurance that 
there is future reward.

The combination of heart 
and hands separates us from 
other groups. It is the work 

done by God in our hearts 
that leads us to action and it is 
our hope that the actions lead 
to the changing of people’s 
hearts.

All churches will receive 
a 2005 Offering promotion 
packet, which includes: a letter 
from David Lee, theme post-
ers, bulletin inserts, Offering 
envelopes and a CD-ROM 

containing: feature stories, ser-
mon, children’s sermon, teach-
ing guides for children, youth 
and adults, prayer guide and 
devotions.

These and additional re-
sources are also available at 
www.yourbcmd.org/offering. 
See pages 8-9 for more infor-
mation and useful bulletin 
board materials.

Hands to work, Hearts to serve: The theme for the 
2005 Offering for Maryland and Delaware Missions

By Michael Foust
 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. 
(BP) — Under the banner of 
“Everyone Can,” Southern 
Baptists June 22 launched an 
ambitious effort to baptize one 
million people in a year, cap-
ping an annual meeting that 
also saw an end to the Disney 
boycott, a special recognition 
of Billy Graham and an ad-
dress via satellite from Presi-
dent Bush.

It was the fi rst time since 
1914 that the meeting was held 
in Nashville, Tenn., with the 
largest number of messengers 
since 2000. The 11,641 regis-
tered messengers were the 
most since 11,918 registered for 
the meeting in Orlando, Fla., 
fi ve years ago.

Although messengers 
dealt with a handful of con-
tentious issues during the 
June 21-22 meeting – such as 
the approval of the corporate 
model known as sole member-
ship for New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary – the 
emphasis was on evangelism.

The nearly week-long 
convergence on Nashville be-
gan with a record 10,000-plus 
volunteers doing door-to-door 
evangelism as part of Cross-
over Nashville on Saturday 
and ended with a message 
from LifeWay Christian Re-
sources President James T. 
Draper, Jr. during Wednesday 
evening’s fi nale, complete 
with fi reworks, confetti, a 
balloon drop and a perfor-
mance from the contemporary 

Christian music group, Cast-
ing Crowns. Over the course 
of the weekend and week, 
there were more than 2,500 
recorded professions of faith 
in Christ.

SBC President Bobby 
Welch, who was re-elected to 
a second one-year term, has 
dubbed the one-year emphasis 
on evangelism the “Everyone 
Can Kingdom Challenge.” 

“The only thing we can 
do down here that we cannot 
do in heaven is win the lost,” 
Draper said, pointing to pla-

teaued baptismal statistics in 
recent years.

Referring to the conserva-
tive resurgence, he added: “It’s 
now time for us to build on 
what’s been accomplished.”

After Draper spoke, music 
artist Ricky Skaggs blew a sho-
far, or ram’s horn, signaling the 
beginning of the evangelism 
emphasis.

“We are going to go out 
there and we are going to at-
tack the gates of hell ... for the 
sake of souls,” Welch shouted 
to applause.

On Tuesday, Welch deliv-
ered a presidential address 
that will be remembered for 
years to come. He held up 
several fl attened dead frogs he 
found on the road in front of 
his house. A concrete truck, he 
said, killed all of them.

“You know where I found 
these little dead frogs? Follow-
ing this big dead frog,” Welch 
said, holding up an even bigger 
frog to laughter.

2005 Wrap-up: Southern 
Baptists focus on evangelism

As fireworks ignite by center stage and balloons drift down from above, Bobby Welch, president of 

the Southern Baptist Convention, presents the “Everyone Can Kingdom Challenge” launch to close 

the SBC annual meeting in the Gaylord Entertainment Center in Nashville, Tenn. 

continued on page five
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America is a blessed na-
tion, and Americans 
are a blessed people. I, 

like many of you, have had the 
privilege of growing up under 
the banner of our fl ag and the 
freedom of our nation. The 
observance of Memorial Day 
and Independence Day should 
cause us to remember the price 
that was paid, so we might be 
free to live in this great coun-
try. I grew up with friends who 
had lost their fathers during 
World War II, and I now live 
among people who have loved 
ones serving in our military. 
Let me encourage each of you 
to remember and express your 
appreciation of those who have 
and do serve our country dur-
ing these days. 

There is no doubt in 
my mind that America was 
founded with God at the very 

heart of the nation. Pericles 
tried to build a civilization 
upon culture, but failed. Caesar 
sought to build a civilization 
upon military might, but again 
failed. Our forefathers sought 
to establish a civilization upon 
a belief in God, and our nation 
is still standing today. The only 
explanation is that God contin-
ues to bless America. 

When I observe some of the 
evils of our day, I want to ask, 
“Why? Why does God continue 
to bless us today?” One of the 
answers I continually come 
back to is simply that our na-
tion was founded on righteous 
principles. The chief of these 
principles is faith in God. On 
our coins we have stamped, 
“IN GOD WE TRUST.”

The second principle is 
the dignity of human life. 
Life is precious, and we must 

continually strive to preserve 
this principle. The third foun-
dational principle of America 
is a belief in God’s ideal for 
homes. Today this ideal is un-
der fi re, but we must continue 
to hold fast to the Biblical con-
cept of marriage being defi ned 
as one man and one woman 
united for life. The principle of 
work is the fourth foundation-
al principle that must not slip 
from the fabric of our national 
heritage. A fi nal principle is 
that of upholding a high stan-
dard of decency and morality 
in America. French historian, 
Alexis de Tocqueville, once 
wrote, “America is great be-
cause she is good; if she ceases 
to be good, she will cease to be 
great.” My fear is that we are 
ever so slightly sliding down 
from the slope of greatness, 
because we are moving away 

from decency and morality in 
America. 

So as we seek to be “Patri-
otic Christians” this year, let’s 
remember, express apprecia-
tion and pray. Some may think 
it’s hopeless. You may think 
our national problems are too 
big, and you are too small to 
make a difference. Remember, 
however, when we pray we are 
asking God to get involved, 
and the truth is our God is a 
big God. To Him this world is 
very small. So pray, because 
God can make a difference. In 
Acts 17 the townsfolk of Thes-
salonica accused a few Chris-
tians of turning the world “up-
side down.” I, for one, believe 
that if I pray and stand for Je-
sus, America can once again be 
turned “right-side up.” So the 
cry of my Christian, patriotic 
heart is “God Bless America!”

God bless America!

I surrendered to full-time 
ministry when I was six-
teen years old. That was 38 

years ago. I adopted early the 
mission statement of Jesus, “I 
came not to be ministered to, 
but to minister . . .” I saw my 
calling as ministry to God’s 
people and to those whom He 
wanted to become His chil-
dren. God’s people have been 
good to me and my family. I 
have had the privilege to work 
with some of his most special 
servants. 

Until this past three weeks 
the majority of my experience 
has been “doing ministry.” 
Sherry’s surgery and recovery 

aftermath have introduced us 
to the “other side of ministry.” 
I will spare you the details, but 
suffi ce it to say we have expe-
rienced what it means to be 
part of a loving church fellow-
ship and to be on the receiving 
end of Christ-like ministry.

We came home from a 
week long stay in the hospital 
with IV medications that had 
to be administered and other 
new stuff that we were be-
ing forced to handle. Keep in 
mind, my medical experience 
is very limited. As I had to 
explain to my grandchildren, 
“Yes, Granddaddy is a doctor, 
but not that kind of doctor.”

Just short of panic, I re-
ceived a call from one of 
the angels at Faith Church 
(Arundel Association). She 
asked how she could help. I 
told her my dilemma. I had 
called nursing agency after 
agency and no one could pro-
vide what we needed on a daily 
basis. She went to work. Within 
a few hours, we had a whole 
team of angels who had volun-
teered to come twice a day to 
administer the medication. 

In addition, another team 
of angels has been feeding us. 
You would not believe how we 
have eaten over the past two 
weeks!

There have been calls, 
cards, fl owers, books and 
candy. It is overwhelming. It is 
humbling. It has also reminded 
me just how valuable true 
friends are and just how impor-
tant it is to a part of a genuine 
community of faith. 

We are looking forward to 
getting back on the “minister-
ing side” of ministry. In the 
meantime, God is teaching the 
Lee family some very impor-
tant lessons.

Thank all of you for your 
prayers, your kindness, your 
encouragement and your love. 
It is truly a great privilege to 
serve with you.

Sherry and I learn from the other side of ministry

I am a Washington Redskins 
fan. There I said it. (Now all 
the Baltimore Ravens’ fans 

know where I stand). As a Red-
skins fan, I was very interested 
in an article that appeared re-
cently in USA TODAY. In the 
interview, Redskins coach, and 
NFL Hall of Famer, Joe Gibbs 
said, “I have to prove myself 
all over again. It’s at my feet. 
It’s my responsibility. The last 
go-round buys me nothing.” 
This from a man who coached 
in four Super Bowls and won 
three!  
      As I write this, I am sitting 
in the Gaylord Entertainment 
Center in Nashville, Tenn., at-
tending the 2005 Southern Bap-
tist Convention. Over and over 
this year’s convention meeting 
has reminded me that we can-
not sit on our laurels while the 
clock of eternity ticks away.  
     Many of my personal SBC 
heroes have announced their 

retirements from the conven-
tion or local church respon-
sibilities. Here in Nashville, 
heroes like Adrian Rogers, 
Jerry Vines and Jimmy Draper, 
among others, were recog-
nized and honored for their 
service and leadership to 
Southern Baptists. All of these 
men have served as president 
of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention as well as pastoring 
some of the greatest churches 
we have as Southern Baptists.
     Rogers preached for the 
pre-convention SBC Pastor’s 
Conference on Monday eve-
ning. This “prince of preach-
ers,” as he is lovingly known, 
did his usual outstanding job. 
One of his points was that 
Gideon, as an example of the 
man of God, was a man of 
vigilance. He warned that we 
must never grow weary of 
confronting the enemy of our 
souls. 

     Draper is retiring in Feb-
ruary 2006 as president of 
LifeWay Christian Resources. I 
served on the staff of Draper’s 
church in Del City, Okla., while 
an undergraduate student at 
Oklahoma Baptist University. 
He preached at my ordination 
to the ministry. Currently he 
is reaching out to the next gen-
eration of leaders and pastors 
within the SBC to help bridge 
the natural transition that will 
ultimately come. 
     What’s the point? The point 
is that we stand at threshold 
of the greatest ministry op-
portunity we have ever had as 
Southern Baptists. The mantle 
that we all knew would be 
passed is, in fact, being handed 
off. Yes, the past was great. But 
the future can be even greater! 
It is now our time to meet the 
awesome challenge.
     We must join hands and 
hearts across generations to 

stay on point for missions and 
evangelism. These are both the 
hallmarks and the future of 
who Southern Baptists are at 
their core. Even the Coopera-
tive Program can still be a vital 
force for impacting an entire 
world. Yes, missions should be 
a hands-on experience for ev-
ery church member. But even if 
we all went on a mission trip, 
we would all come home. But 
God is still calling career mis-
sionaries who need our prayer 
and fi nancial support to go and 
plant their lives. There has nev-
er been a more effective vehicle 
for funding missionaries than 
the Cooperative Program.  
    Joe Gibbs is right. We must 
focus on the task ahead. Pre-
vious victories are behind us 
now. We are all here together 
for such a time as this! Let’s 
fi nd every way we can to work 
cooperatively. The time is 
short! Tick, tick, tick…

Four Super Bowls with three wins don’t mean a thing
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edited due to space 
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Arundel Association

Members of North 
Arundel Church, Glen Burnie, 
are meeting on Wednesdays 
at 7 p.m. through August 24 to 
review some basic American 
Sign Language, to learn to sign 
memory scriptures and wor-
ship songs and to watch train-
ing videos. 

First Church, Shady Side, 
will have VBS from July 24-29 
from 6:30-8:30 pm.

Baltimore Association

Reisterstown Church 
called John Rudd as full-time 
pastor. Rudd with his wife, 
Mary, began his ministry at the 
church on May 22.

Members of White Marsh 
Church, Perry Hall, went on a 
a trip to China. Eight youth and 
two adults did light construc-
tion work, helped with VBS 
and participated in outreach 
ministries. In preparation, they 
worked together to practice 
sharing their personal testimo-
nies. 

Blue Ridge Association

Men from First Church, 
Frederick, meet at 6 am on 
Tuesdays at a local restaurant. 
As the men fellowship and 
enjoy breakfast, they study 
scripture and discuss ways to 
reach out in their own personal 
mission fi elds. 

The Blue Ridge Associa-
tion will have a “Blues Broth-
ers” men’s breakfast at a restau-
rant in Hagerstown on July 6. 

Paramount Church, Hag-
erstown, had a spaghetti din-
ner to raise funds to support a 
World Changers trip in Upper 
New York State July 23-30.

Delaware Association

Ladies from Grace Church, 
Seaford, recently met for a 
cookout where they enjoyed a 
time of fellowship while they 
fi lled Welcome Kits for a Native 
American Boarding School in 
Oklahoma. 

The WMU of First South-
ern Church, Dover, collect 
phone cards to send to wound-
ed soldiers at the Walter Reed 
Medical Center.

Eastern Association 

Lynnhaven Church, Mar-
bury, recently had an ordina-
tion service for Mike Fillis, a 
member who received a degree 
from Southeastern Theological 
Seminary.

The church will take a mis-
sion trip to Brazil Aug. 5-12. 
Members are donating health 
kits fi lled with toiletry items 
and small toys for the team to 
distribute to children.

Members of Lynnhaven 
took a mission trip to Florida 
last month to help repair homes 
damaged by last year’s hur-
ricanes. 

Members of Spence 
Church, Snow Hill, will take a 
mission trip to East Liverpool, 
Ohio. They’ll help with puppet 
shows, back yard Bible clubs 
and repair and construction. 

Mid-Maryland Association

Manchester Church, rec-
ognized 55 years of ministry 
in April. Church members had 
a dinner and shared memories 

of ministries and events. The 
church also presented a plaque 
to Jeannette Hoffman recog-
nizing 55 years serving as the 
church historian. She passed 
the mantle to Fred Widdowson. 

Forest Christian Fellow-
ship, Upperco, is registering 
now for its fall Upward Soccer 
league. 

According to the Upward 
website, Upward Soccer can 
be used by any church with at 
least a 40 by 60 yard fi eld or a 
gym. Like Upward Basketball, 
the soccer league promotes 
“Every Child is a Winner” 
and gives a church an oppor-
tunity to increase self-esteem, 
improve character and, most 
importantly, introduce children 
to Christ.

Westminster Church is 
hosting “A Look into Interna-
tional Adoption” at 7 pm on 
July 22. The event is sponsored 
by All God’s Children Inter-
national, a licensed, non-profi t 
adoption and relief organiza-
tion working in the countries 
of Bulgaria, China, Guatemala, 
Kazakhstan and Russia. 

Anyone who has ever con-
sidered international adoption 
is invited to this free meeting. 
An AGCI staff member will 
give an overview on interna-
tional adoption and a local 
social worker will present 
information about the home 
study process. AGCI families 
will also attend to share their 
personal adoption stories.

To register, call Terri 
at (410) 876-6478 or Kim-
berly at (800) 214-6719 or visit  
www.allgodschildren.org.

Montgomery Association

Nineteen-year-old Elma 
Diggs, a member of Georgia 
Avenue Church, Wheaton, 
recently shared her mission 
experiences during a worship 
service. Diggs worked in In-
dia helping tsunami victims. 
She continues to reach out to 
her new Buddhist and Hindu 
friends in India, building a re-
lationship through letters. 

Diggs is a nursing major at 
Liberty University. She even-
tually intends to build and 
run an orphanage in Liberia. 

Kensington Church re-
members their homebound 
members. They list a featured 
member in their newsletter 
along with that member’s 
address and favorite hymn. 
Members are urged to send 
cards and letters of encourage-
ment. The church also sings 
the homebound members’ fa-
vorite hymns. 

Bill George, pastor of the 
church, said too often the sick 
and elderly of the church who 
have been part of the usual 
fellowship are unable to at-
tend and become lonely. By 
keeping their names in front 
of the congregation, members 
can continue to encourage one 
another.  

Over 141 youth came 
to praise, worship and hear 
a word from God at “The 
ZONE” at Kettering Church, 
Upper Marlboro. “The ZONE“ 
is a place where the youth can 
come and praise God in their 
own way.

A recent “Zone” expe-
rience was called “Lovers 
and Friends” and the focus 
was staying sexually pure. 
Kettering’s music group “New 
Improved Vessels (NIV)” led 

the youth in praise and wor-
ship. The special guest appear-
ance of the night was “KD3” 
from Melbourne, Fla., a music 
group that was the opening 
act for gospel/praise singer, 
Fred Hammond.

Sister TaNoah Morgan 
broadcasted radio announce-
ments through the evening, 
informing teens about the 
effects of sexually transmit-
ted diseases. The youth also 
watched a video presentation 
about the diseases.

The evening ended with 
a fi nal presentation titled 
“Celebrate Your Love for God, 
Choose Abstinence.”

Jasmine Butler, one of the 
youth attending last month’s 
“ZONE” said, “I am very 
thankful to the youth ministry 
for planning a wonderful ser-
vice where Christian youth can 
praise God the way we want to 
praise Him.”

The next “ZONE” will be 
July 27 to 29. Each event begins 
at 7 pm.

 Potomac Association

The youth of First Church, 
LaPlata, had a 60’s drive-in 
event. The teens were the car 
hops, some on skates, who 
served hamburgers, chili dogs, 
root beer fl oats and sundaes to 
church member customers and 
friends while 60’s music played 
in the background. 

Teens cooked on a grill 
and served to customers at 
their cars. First Church la-
dies made “mod” style t-shirt 
dresses for the “waitresses.” 
About 50 people came to the 
drive-in.   

Marbury Church cel-
ebrated its 90th anniversary 
on June 26. 

The church’s youth and 
praise team organized and 
hosted a concert featuring 
eight musical groups to raise 
money to help tsunami vic-
tims. They received an offer-
ing of over $18,000 that was 
sent to the International Mis-
sion Board. 

Potomac Heights 
Church’s youth will partici-
pate with “Youth on Mission 
Appalachian Regional Minis-
try” in Wheeling, W.V.,  July 
17-22. They’ll work with other 
youth leading VBS for a local 
church and help with con-
struction projects.

Southern Calvert Church, 
Lusby, has a ladies’ Christian 
aerobics class called “Fit for a 
King.” The women work out 
on Mondays and Thursdays in 
the church fellowship hall to 
Christian music. 

Prince George’s Associati

Members of Cresthill 
Church, Bowie, meet every 
other Monday night to make 
bag lunches for a homeless 
shelter in Washington, D.C. 

Susquehanna Association

A mission team from Cal-
vary Church, Bel Air, will 
travel to Islay, Scotland, July 
14-23, to work with a chil-
dren’s club. 

The church offered a fi ve-
session study called “Making 
Children Mind Without Los-
ing Yours,” based on the book 
by Kevin Leman. The class 
was offered to parents while 
their children attended VBS.   

Men from Calvary will 
have their own retreat at Black 
Rock Retreat Center in Sep-
tember. 

 Western Association

Ebenezer Full Gospel 
Church, Washington, DC, 
hosts a Women 2 Women Em-
powerment program which 
offers a mentoring program, 
ministering to women at the 
Allegany County Detention 
Center. The women conduct 
Bible studies, incorporat-
ing life choice decisions on 
Wednesdays at the center. 
(This item was printed last 
month but the ministry 
was attributed to the wrong 
church. BL regrets the error.)

Tom Landaker, pastor of 
First Church, Cumberland, 
works part-time at a local 
funeral home. This year, Lan-
daker preached 36 funerals. 
Landaker ministers to these 
families, sending them month-
ly cards to let them know that 
he thinks of them and prays 
for them during their grief. 
This year, Landaker decided 
to send invitations to 23 of 
those local families, inviting 
them to a worship service of 
remembrance at the church. 
Seventeen families responded 
and eleven attended. One 
adult received Christ. 

First English Church, 
Frostburg, members Lynn 
Bowman, Katie Clark and 
Kimberly Sandvick are lead-
ing a Bible based creative arts 
program called “Stages of the 
Cross” for children ages 6-12 
at City Place in Frostburg. 

Members of First Church, 
Westernport, are on mission 
in Scotland through July 3 to 
help with construction and 
Vacation Bible School.

Miscellaneous

United Church, New Car-
rollton, sponsored a three-on-
three basketball tournament 
during the New Carrollton’s 
Community Day as an out-
reach ministry. Members also 
manned a booth handing out 
tracts, cold water and other 
give-aways. 

Prison Ministry

Bill Hunt, Alleghany 
County prison chaplain, said 
children arrive at Juvenile Ser-
vice camps in Western Mary-
land with nothing but the 
clothes on their backs. Eastern 
Association’s WMU helped 
some of those kids. They fi lled 
hundreds of health kits and 
Hunt provided them to the 
centers. 

 “It’s an instant supply for 
the fi rst night. They get soap, 
a washcloth, a toothbrush, 
toothpaste and a big bath 
towel. They don’t have to wait 
to go through the system,” 
Hunt said.  

Last month, the Allegha-
ny County Detention Center 
provided a van and driver to 
pick up health kits from the 
Baptist Center storage facil-
ity. Hunt said the WMU from 
Western Association also gra-
ciously provided kits. 

There were some kits left 
over from the Detention Cen-
ter. Hunt took them to local 
nursing homes and said the 
residents were delighted to 
receive them.

Arundel

Baltimore

Blue Ridge

Eastern

Delaware

Mid-Maryland

Potomac

Montgomery

Western

Susquehanna

Prince George’s

Miscellaneous

Prison Ministry
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By Alanna Davis

Picture this. You’ve just 
moved to a new town. 
You’ve met one or two 

local people. Your assign-
ment is to create and grow a 
congregation. How do you do 
it? How do you quickly meet 
people and build natural rela-
tionships with them? How do 
you go beyond “surface” rela-
tionships to “trust” relation-
ships in which people share 
personal faith issues with you 
and allow you to introduce 
them to your Lord Jesus? And 
how do you quickly multiply 
those evangelistic relation-
ships until you’ve gathered 
enough people to be discipled 
into a self-sustaining and mul-
tiplying congregation?

Welcome to the world of 
church planting.

Whenever planters get 
together, those ground-tilling 
challenges dominate the con-
versation. “What are you do-
ing to reach the people in that 
neighborhood next to you?” 
“How did your mailer work 
out? We were all praying for 
it.” “Hey what do you think of 
this outreach idea….”  

Unlike established church-
es, plants don’t have the re-
sources and workers to mount 
consistent ministries to draw 
the community to them. They 
can attempt a few, but most 
of their time and energy goes 
into connecting with people 
one by one.

What we in BCM/D have 
learned from planters, and 
from our own fi eld experi-
ence, is that we have to enter 
into other people’s lives by 

investing our time into their 
concerns. Civic and neighbor-
hood groups welcome new 
members. Charity functions 
accept volunteers at all levels 
who are interested in helping 
others.  

What are your natural 
connections? 

As a catalytic planter, I 
joined alumnae groups that 
wouldn’t ordinarily inter-
est me, simply because I was 
eligible. Since most groups 
are run with volunteer labor, 
a willing worker is quickly 
asked to take larger, more 
infl uential roles that interact 
with even more networks of 
people. I was soon meeting 
regularly with project teams 
and building personal rela-
tionships with individuals I 
would never have met other-
wise. These repeated encoun-
ters often lower barriers and 
build relationships.  

I prayerfully sought what 
to join and what to decline. 
In one local organization, my 
suggestions for faith-related 
programs and activities were 
amiably declined for over a 
year. I wondered why God 
still had me there. I chaired 
their dinner auctions and 
charity polo matches, raising 
money for life-saving causes, 
but I was eager for a soul-sav-
ing platform in addition to the 
individual relationships I had 
built. 

Then one day at a large 
reception, two young career 
women made their way over 
to me and said they were each 
new to the community and 
looking for a church. Every-
one had told them to talk to 

me. Without my asking, this 
“secular” organization had 
informed its members that I 
was the contact for any ques-
tions about religious matters 
or churches. 

The group adopted the 
ministries of my fl edgling 
church plant and from then 
on, all their social events 
had an entrance fee of food 
or clothing donations for my 
church to distribute. They 
designed and distributed in-
vitations to church outreach 
events, designed the church 
website, introduced me to 
their friends, brought people 
to church events, and helped 
in other innumerable ways. 
Some accepted Jesus and some 
joined the church, but even 
those who didn’t helped the 
church get started.

Other planters tell me 
they’ve been asked to write the 
newsletter for their “group” or 
to speak at the organization’s 
monthly programs. Rather 
than gather an audience, it’s 
much easier to get on the 
speakers’ roster for audiences 
that are already gathered.

Besides joining groups, 
planters also share their per-
sonal talents with others in 
order to gain a hearing for 
the gospel. I have a career 
background in television. I vol-
unteered my time to produce 
videos for non-profi t organiza-
tions, including a Jewish char-
ity. 

I produced a documen-
tary on community policing, 
including the sports programs 
that the police sponsor for 
kids and youth. When their 
programs stopped during the 

summer, the police introduced 
their teams to my church 
plant’s summer sports pro-
gram. Sideline cookouts and 
celebrations were natural con-
nections to their parents.

Other church planters vol-
unteer to coach Little League 
or serve as chaplains to busi-
nesses or volunteer fi re depart-
ments. Even though the police 
department has police chap-
lains here, pastors are welcome 
to come and pray for the offi -
cers at morning roll call.

We often think of “meet-
ing needs” as offering cloth-
ing or food. But working with 
people in community action 
groups places us in their 
midst. We think of “network-
ing” as making contacts to 
fi nd a job or advancing ca-
reers. But it’s also the natural 
referrals that others give you 
when you develop relation-
ships.

The difference is motive. 
Our hearts’ desire should be to 
introduce people to Jesus and 
show them His love.

The call to reach new peo-
ple for Christ is critical to the 
very survival of new plants, 
but the same call has been 
given to established churches 
who are often better equipped 
to answer it. We all can build 
evangelistic relationships with 
people around us. We can all 
donate our abilities and our 
time.

We all have something we 
can give for the One who gave 
Himself for us.

Alanna Davis can be 
reached at (800) 466-5290, ext. 

219 or at adavis@bcmd.org.

We all have something to give

[Editor’s Note: An up-to-
date Advanced Directive is 
part of the Estate Plan provid-
ed by the Baptist Foundation 
of MD/DE to members and 
friends of Baptist churches. 
Call Conrad Burch, (410) 290-
5290 ext. 206 at the Baptist 
Center, for details and costs 
of the program.] 

By Chad J. Toms

In response to the public-
ity surrounding the life 
and death of Terri Schiavo, 

John Miles, Esq., discussed the 
benefi ts of an Advanced Direc-
tive under Maryland law in 
the June issue of BaptistLIFE. 
For many of the same reasons, 
Delaware law also allows you 
to provide written instructions 
to your doctor should you be-
come unable to make medical 
decisions. Obviously, similar 
characteristics can be found in 
both Delaware and Maryland 
law. However, slight variations 
do exist. For the benefi t of our 
Delaware audience, a brief dis-
cussion of the Delaware statute 
follows. 

The term “living will” has 
generally been eliminated from 
Delaware law. In it place, the 
Delaware code refers to an in-
dividual’s health care instruc-
tions that survive incapacity 
as an “Advanced Health-Care 
Directive.” Not surprisingly, 

the national recognition of the 
term “living will” keeps its use 
common in the Delaware med-
ical and legal communities.

For an Advanced Health-
Care Directive to be properly 
executed in Delaware it must 
be: (a) in writing; (b) signed; 
(c) dated; and (d) signed in the 
presence of two or more adult 
witnesses neither of whom fall 
into a broad category of ineli-
gible individuals. The group 
of individuals that can not be 
a witness to your Advanced 
Health-Care Directive include: 
anyone related to you by blood, 
marriage or adoption; anyone 
that will inherit from you; any-
one with a claim against your 
estate, anyone with a fi nancial 
responsibility for your medical 
care; and anyone employed by 
or connected to a health care 
institution where you are a 
patient. Should you fi nd your-
self needing to execute an Ad-
vanced Health-Care Directive 
while admitted as a patient at a 
health care facility, it is recom-
mended that you seek out the 
ombudsman to be one of the 
witnesses. 

The Advanced Health-Care 
Directive may be as detailed 
as you choose and typically 
should address whether you 
would like your life prolonged 
through the use of hydration 
and/or a feeding tube. Conve-
niently, the Delaware statute 

at 16 Del. C. § 2505 provides 
a recommended sample Ad-
vanced Health-Care Directive 
form. You are not required to 
use the form in the statute, but 
it provides a safe-harbor list of 
items that should be included 
in your Advanced Health-Care 
Directive.

Also, as part of the same 
document containing your Ad-
vanced Health-Care Directive, 
you should name an “agent” 
to make heath care decisions 
for you. An agent becomes im-
portant when your advanced 
directive fails to address cer-
tain health care decisions. Your 
agent should be someone you 
trust and who is intimately 
familiar with your wishes 
and preferences. Bear in mind 
that your agent may someday 
face that all-important “life or 
death” decision.

The list of ineligible indi-
viduals discussed above, only 
applies to those witnessing 
the execution of the Advanced 
Health-Care Directive not the 
person you name as your agent 
for decision making. Your 
agent may be and usually is a 
spouse or relative. However, 
unless related by blood, mar-
riage or adoption an agent may 
not have a controlling interest 
in or be an operator or employ-
ee of a residential long-term 
care institution at which you 
receive care.

Finally, as in Maryland, 
Delaware law provides for a 
“surrogate” to make health care 
decisions for you if you become 
incapacitated without having 
created a written Advanced 
Health-Care Directive or with-
out having name an agent. 
In Delaware, the designation 
of a surrogate may be made 
orally, so long as it is before 
you become incapacitated and 
you make the designation to 
the supervising health-care 
provider in the presence of a 
witness. In the absence of such 
an oral designation, Delaware 
law provides for the following 
individuals, in descending or-
der, to serve as your surrogate: 
spouse, unless a petition for 
divorce has been fi led; an adult 
child; a parent; an adult sibling; 
an adult grandchild; and an 
adult niece or nephew. Should 
you fi nd yourself serving as a 
surrogate, the Delaware stat-
ute also provides the relevant 
factors to be considered when 
making health care decisions.

Chad J. Toms is a member of 
Ogletown Church. Mr. Toms is li-

censed to practice law in Delaware 
and New Jersey and is an associ-

ate in the litigation department of 
Saul Ewing LLP.

*Go to “www.yourbcmd.org/
advance” today for both 
articles. 

Advanced Directives: Advanced Health-Care Directives
Part Two: Delaware*

Alanna Davis

Consultant for Church 

Planting and New Church 

Development
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Welch then made his point: 
“This frog belonged in the 
deep, but he hopped in the 
street, and that’s where his end 
came.”

Welch was preaching from 
Luke 5, the account where Je-
sus’ disciples cast their nets in 
the deep and caught so many 
fi sh that their nets tore.

Much like the frogs were 
heading in the wrong direc-
tion, Welch said, many South-
ern Baptists are doing the 
same. They are “fi shing far too 
close to the shore” and have 
lost their passion for evange-
lism.

“We can go further. We 
can go deeper,” he said. “We 
can do more for the glory of 
God and the sake of souls if we 
will get off the bank and go to 
the deep.”

Welch’s emphasis on 
evangelism was 
nearly endless. 
Throughout the 
two days he 
prompted mes-
sengers to shout 
in unison, “Ev-
eryone can, and 
I’m it!” – a refer-
ence to the fact 
that every be-
liever is gifted to 
share the Gospel. 
In one impromp-
tu moment, he 
even grabbed a 
microphone and 
went into the 
audience, asking 
messengers to 
tell about their 
Crossover expe-
riences. 

As part of 
the evangelism 
emphasis, eight 
people – includ-
ing a soldier who 
served in Iraq – were baptized 
by their pastor during the an-
nual meeting. Because baptism 
is an ordinance of the church, 
all baptisms were conducted 
with the full approval of the 
sponsoring home churches, 
with members from each 
church present to witness.

In other noteworthy mat-
ters:

– Bush addressed mes-
sengers via satellite, restating 
his support for a constitutional 
marriage amendment and 
his desire to build a “culture 
of life” in America. He told 
Southern Baptists their belief 
in a “free church in a free 
state” requires establishing a 
culture of compassion.

Southern Baptists, Bush 
said, “know that freedom is a 
divine gift that carries serious 
responsibilities.” He added, 
“We are called by our Creator 
to use this gift of freedom to 
build a more compassionate 
society.” Establishing a com-
passionate society involves 
strengthening families, pro-
tecting life and helping the 
needy, Bush said.

– Messengers passed a 
resolution ending an eight-
year boycott of The Disney 
Company. The boycott began 
in 1997. The resolution, passed 
nearly unanimously, said the 
boycott has been effective in 
expressing Southern Baptists’ 

disagreement with Disney 
“products and policies that vio-
late moral righteousness and 
traditional family values.”

– Messengers passed a 
resolution urging parents 
and churches to examine text-
books and programs in “com-
munity schools” and to “hold 
accountable” the institutions 
involved. The resolution in-
cluded one paragraph address-
ing the homosexual agenda 
– a subject that had received 
much pre-convention attention 
in a proposed, but not adopted 
resolution submitted by two 
Texas leaders.

Other resolutions that 
passed include ones sup-
porting military troops; sup-
porting non-embryonic stem 
cell research while opposing 
embryonic stem cell research; 
and opposing congressional 
fi libusters of federal judicial 
nominees.

– Messengers approved 
sole membership for New 
Orleans Seminary by a mar-
gin of 78-21 percent and also 
approved sole membership 
for the Executive Committee. 
Every SBC entity now has ad-
opted sole membership.

– As part of a special rec-
ognition of Billy Graham’s 
ministry, a bronze model of 
the evangelist was unveiled. 
The actual, full-sized statue 
will be unveiled at next year’s 
meeting in Greensboro, N.C. 
William Franklin Graham, IV, 
Graham’s grandson, appeared 
on his behalf. The younger 
Graham, a graduate of South-
eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, asked messengers 
not to try to emulate his grand-
father.

“My grandfather and I 
would say, you’re shooting too 
low,” Graham said. “... He’d 
say, aim higher. He’d say, just 
be faithful to the call that you 
have. ... God’s going to use you, 
just like he used my grandfa-
ther.”

Graham, who is pastor of 
Wakefi eld Church, Raleigh, 
N.C., also told messengers: 
“I’m proud to be a Southern 
Baptist, along with my grand-
father.”

– North American Mis-
sion Board President Robert 
E. (Bob) Reccord announced 
plans for a national evangelis-

tic media campaign this fall 
and unveiled a new Internet 
broadcast media platform 
designed to help churches 
of all sizes share the Gospel 
throughout the world. The 
media campaign, “See Who 
Cares,” includes eight 30-sec-
ond television commercials 
that deal with such life issues 
as crisis pregnancy, drug ad-
diction and divorce. Each 
commercial poses the ques-
tion: “Does anyone care?” 
Reccord said the commercials 
are available for free and can 
be customized for local SBC 
churches, Baptist associations 
and state conventions. NAMB 
has launched a website: 
www.seewhocares.com.

– International Mission 
Board President Jerry Rankin 
thanked Southern Baptists for 
giving $16 million to tsunami 
relief and more than $133 mil-
lion to the 2004 Lottie Moon 

Christmas Offer-
ing.

The tsunami 
funds not only pro-
vided emergency 
aid to survivors of 
the tsunami, but 
are “underwriting 
long-term rebuild-
ing projects to 
minister to people 
and restore hope 
and livelihood” to 
the devastated re-
gion, Rankin said. 
“Hundreds of vol-
unteers have gone 
at personal expense 
and with the help 
of churches and 
state conventions to 
participate in these 
projects. 

“Most of this 
mobilization of 
volunteers and 
resources is being 
coordinated by the 
disaster relief staff 

of our state conventions, as-
sisted by the NAMB – a syn-
ergy that refl ects the genius of 
cooperation among Southern 
Baptists,” Rankin told mes-
sengers.

– In his annual LifeWay 
report, Draper gave an update 
on his meetings with younger 
leaders within the SBC. The 
SBC is “wrong,” he said, if it 
allows younger leaders to walk 
away from the denomination 
by not engaging and involving 
them.

“Younger ministers are go-
ing where the action is, build-
ing relationships and bringing 
the wounded to the feet of 
Christ,” he said. “We need a 
healthy infusion of their pas-
sion to awaken in us the pas-
sion that drove the renegades 
who founded our denomina-
tion 160 years ago. We must set 
aside our territorialism, regain 
our focus and venture out into 
our culture. I’m banging this 
drum of younger ministers 
because I do not believe God 
is fi nished using the SBC, and 
that our best days lie ahead.” 

– Richard Land, president 
of the Ethics & Religious Lib-
erty Commission, said last 
year’s iVoteValues effort reg-
istered more than 61,000 new 
voters. The initiative also dis-
tributed 90,000-plus bulletin 
inserts and some 306,000 party 

platform comparison guides 
for last November’s election.

Last November, Land said, 
the media “heard loud and 
clear that there is a new force 
loose in America and it is peo-
ple who are going to vote tradi-
tional religious values, be they 
evangelicals, be they Catholics 
or be they Jewish....”

– Ken Whitten, pastor of 
Idlewild Church, Tampa, Fla., 
delivered the convention ser-
mon, blending conservative 
resurgence history, a text out 
of Acts 27 and a line from the 
hymn “Rescue the Perishing.”

Praising the integrity of 
messengers who have clung to 
biblical infallibility since 1979, 
Whitten said, “I’d rather have 
15,000 people in unity than 
45,000 people fi ghting each 
other.”

– Welch ran unopposed 
and was re-elected president. 
Jerry Sutton, pastor of Two Riv-
ers Church, Nashville, Tenn., 
was elected fi rst vice president, 
while Roy Fish, longtime evan-
gelism professor at Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in Fort Worth, Texas, was 
elected second vice president.

John L. Yeats, editor of the 
Oklahoma Baptist Messenger, 
was re-elected recording sec-
retary, while James H. (Jim) 
Wells, director of missions for 
the Tri-County Baptist Asso-
ciation in Ozark, Mo., was re-
elected registration secretary.

– Donald Wilton, pastor 
of First Church, Spartanburg, 
S.C., was elected to preach the 
2006 convention sermon, while 
Mac Brunson, pastor of First 
Church, Dallas, was elected to 
serve as the alternate. James D. 
Whitmire, minister of music 
at Bellevue Church, Cordova, 
Tenn., was elected to serve as 
the director of music.

– Messengers gave fi nal 
approval allowing the Annu-
ity Board to change its name 
to GuideStone Financial Re-
sources.

– The 2006 SBC meeting is 
June 11-12 in Greensboro, N.C. 

2005 Wrap-up: Southern Baptists focus on evangelism

President George W. Bush speaks live via 

satellite from the White House June 21 to 

messengers assembled for first of the two-

day meeting of the SBC.

Newly elected officers of the Southern Baptist Convention 

are, front row from left, Jerry Sutton, pastor of Two Rivers 

Church, Nashville, Tenn., first vice president; Bobby Welch, 

pastor of First Church, Daytona Beach, Fla., re-elected 

president; Roy Fish, evangelism professor at Southwestern 

Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, second 

vice president; and, back row from left, Jim Wells, director of 

missions for the Tri-County Baptist Association, Ozark, Mo., 

re-elected registration secretary; and John Yeats, editor of 

the Oklahoma Messenger, re-elected recording secretary.

During a special 

recognition service 

June 22 for the 

ministry of Billy 

Graham, Bobby 

Welch, president 

of the Southern 

Baptist Convention, 

presented a bronze 

model of Graham 

in a pose familiar 

to millions world-

wide from his many 

crusades. Graham, 

unable to attend 

due to preparations 

for his crusade in 

New York City, was 

represented by his 

grandson, William 

Franklin Graham, IV, 

pastor of Wakefield 

Church, Raleigh, 

N.C., and a graduate 

of Southeastern 

Seminary.

continued from page one



Bikers roar into 
Nashville on a mission
By Michael Ray Smith

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) — 
Youthful Tammy Bugg stowed 
her motorcycle helmet in a 
compartment of a powder-blue 
Harley and headed toward the 
hostess’ stand at the Spaghetti 
Factory when another diner 
pointed and sighed, “It’s one of 
those orange people.”

Although the orange peo-
ple, or FAITH Riders, are but 
100 or so in number this week 
in Nashville, their presence 
is leaving an impression with 
bikers and non-bikers alike for 
more than the orange T-shirts 
that say, “The Gathering 2005” 

and “Sharing life’s answers 
across Nashville.”

The motorcycle ministry is 
showing love in action through 
rallies, church-sponsored block 
parties, a parade and a toy 
drive.

By June 19, FAITH Riders 
reported their members infl u-
enced 10 professions of faith, 
reported Alan Bugg, director 
of a motorcycle ministry at 
Heartland Worship Center in 
Paducah, Ky.
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By Staff

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
— With a generation of promi-
nent Southern Baptist leaders 
passing from the scene, the 
next generation of pastors 
needs to rise up to deal with 
the nation’s cultural crisis, Er-
gun Caner said June 19 at the 
Southern Baptist Pastors’ Con-
ference.

“All the men who have led 
us are slowly transitioning to 
glory; now it’s our time,” said 
Caner, dean of Liberty Baptist 
Theological Seminary and pro-
fessor of theology and church 
history at Liberty University in 
Lynchburg, Va.

While acknowledging the 
importance of the emergence 
of younger generations, Caner 
also was quick to condemn 
those who try to push the ag-
ing leaders aside.

Caner asked why evan-
gelicals, 55 million strong in 
the United States, aren’t more 
effective in transforming the 
culture.

“It’s because we failed to 
pass the baton; it’s because we 

have somehow forgotten what 
it took to get us here,” Caner 
said.

Pastors must respect 
their elders, cling to the cross, 
preach the old-school way, 
stand unapologetically and be 
the people of God, Caner said. 
They must “quit whining, quit 
complaining, quit running. 
Take the heat. He died for you; 
stand for Him.”

Voddie Baucham, a Hous-
ton-area evangelist, said Chris-
tians must reclaim intellectual 
ground they retreated from 
years ago by being equipped to 
give reasoned answers about 
the Bible.

The most important ques-
tion Christians can answer is, 
“Why do you choose to believe 
the Bible?” Baucham said.

Baucham said the Apostle 
Peter’s words in 2 Peter 1:16-21 
lay the foundation of an argu-
ment for the Bible’s authority 
– the disciples did not follow 
“cleverly devised tales” but 
“men moved by the Holy Spirit 
spoke from God.”

Former Alabama Su-
preme Court chief justice, Roy 

Moore, who was removed 
from the court for defying 
a federal judge’s order to re-
move a monument with the 
Ten Commandments, gave 
conference-goers a lesson in 
U.S. history as it related to his 
ouster from the bench.

“The issue was not about 
a monument; it was not about 
religion; and it was not about 
sneaking [the monument] in, 
in the middle of the night,” 
Moore said. “It is about the ac-
knowledgement of God.

“When those 56 men met 
in Philadelphia on July 4, 1776, 
there was no embarrassment 
about God; there was no con-
fusion; there was no attempt 
to avoid the issue,” Moore 
said.

Noting that now, more 
than 200 years later, the nation 
is suffering under “judicial 
tyranny,” Moore warned that 
“there are consequences to 
what is happening in America 
today.”

Participants at the Pastors’ 
Conference honored Roy Fish, 
now in his 40th year as profes-
sor of evangelism at South-

western Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth, Tex-
as, for his dedication to shar-
ing the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and his teaching of so many 
Southern Baptist pastors.

Jerry Falwell, pastor of 
Thomas Road Church, Lynch-
burg, Va., reminded the audi-
ence the Christian’s message 
must include such elements 
as the inspiration and infal-
libility of Scripture, the deity 
of Christ, the substitutionary 
atonement of Christ for all, the 
bodily resurrection of Christ 
on the third day and Christ’s 
second coming.

Other notable speakers 
at the Pastors’ Conference in-
cluded Adrian Rogers, Jerry 
Vines, Jerry Tidwell, Junior 
Hill, Don Miller, Mac Brunson 
and Johnny Hunt.

Elected as offi cers of the 
SBC Pastors’ Conference were: 
president, Bryant Wright, 
Johnson Ferry Church, 
Marietta, Ga.; vice president, 
Doug Munton, First Church, 
O’Fallon, Ill.; and secretary, 
Gary Urich, Southern Hills 
Church, Bolivar, Mo.

Stand firm, Pastors’ Conference speakers urge

SBC Committee on 
Nominations an-
nounced 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
— Seventy Southern Baptists 
from 35 state Baptist conven-
tions have been named to 
serve on the 2005 SBC Com-
mittee on Nominations.

The Committee on Nomi-
nations nominates people to 
serve on the SBC’s boards, 
commissions and committees. 

The committee is made up 
of two people from each state 
convention – one in church-re-
lated vocational work and one 
layperson.

Committee on Nomina-
tions members are selected by 
the SBC Committee on Com-
mittees. 

Richard E. Hancock, Jr., 
Dunkirk Church, Chesapeake 
Beach; Leah Porter, Cresthill 
Church, Bowie, were elected 
from Maryland and Delaware.

SBC Executive 
Committee, boards, 
commission, seminaries 
nominees announced

 NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
— Nominees to serve on the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
Executive Committee, the four 
denominational boards – Inter-
national Mission Board, North 
American Mission Board, 
LifeWay Christian Resources 
and GuideStone Financial 
Resources – the Ethics & Reli-
gious Liberty Commission and 
the six seminaries have been 
selected by the 2005 SBC Com-
mittee on Nominations.

Maryland Delaware nomi-
nees elected by the messengers 
to the annual meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, 
June 21-22 in Nashville, Tenn.:

International Mission 
Board (89 members): 26 nomi-
nations considered; 14 new 
members; 12 renominations.

Nominees with term to 
expire in 2009 included Ken-
neth P. Cademartori, pastor of 
Mason Dixon Church, New 
Freedom, Pa., replaces Lauren 
Law, Mount Holly, N.J.

Southeastern Seminary 
(30 members): 7 nominations 
considered; 4 new member; 3 
renominations.

Nominees with term to 
expire in 2010 included Brian 
Akers, layperson and member 
of North Harford Church, Jar-
rettsville, Md., who replaced 
Philip T. Mercer, Columbia, 
Md.

Golden Gate Seminary 
(39 members): 9 nominations 
considered; 4 new members; 5 
renominations.

Nominees for second term 
included Kenneth L. Cavey, 
Tri-County Church, Laytons-
ville, Md.

For a full listing of nomi-
nees elected, go to 
www.sbcannualmeeting.net.

Other news from SBC 

convention in Nashville

Adrian Rogers, who 

retired earlier this 

year after 32 years 

as pastor of Bellevue 

Church, Cordova, 

Tenn., speaks at the 

Pastors’ Conference. 

For the past month, 

Rogers, a former 

Southern Baptist 

Convention president, 

has been battling 

colon cancer. He 

was fresh from his 

latest chemotheraphy 

treatment when he 

arrived in Nashville to 

preach at the Pastors’ 

Conference.

Bible teacher, author and 

pastor’s wife Kay Warren of 

Saddleback Valley Community 

Church in Lake Forest, Calif., 

speaks during the 50th annual 

Ministers’ Wives Conference 

June 21 at the Renaisssance 

Hotel in Nasville. Kay Warren 

is married to Rick Warren, 

Saddleback’s pastor and the 

author of several nationally 

best-selling books, including 

“The Purpose-Driven Church” 

and “The Purpose-Driven Life.” 

Grady D. Smith, a pastoral 

intern at Lakeview Church, 

Auburn, Ala., joins in the 

worship and praise time with 

other young Southern Baptist 

Convention leaders in their first 

national meeting June 19 at 

the Global Café in downtown 

Nashville, Tenn. The Young 

Leader’s Summit was convened 

by Jimmy Draper, president 

of LifeWay, who has been 

gathering young leaders in 

sessions across the U.S. 
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
— A record 1,354 people, in-
cluding 115 in-
ternational and 
North Ameri-
can missionar-
ies, attended 
the 170th an-
nual Missions 
Celebration and 
Annual Meet-
ing of Woman’s 
Missionary 
Union June 19-
20 at the histor-
ic First Church 
in downtown 
Nashville, 
Tenn.

Nancy 
Fountain Harrell 
of Dublin, Ga., 
was named the 
second recipient 
of the Dr. Mar-
tha Myers GA 
Alumnae of Distinction Award. 
Harrell is a GA leader at Beth-

lehem Church, Dublin, Ga., 
where she is also the chairper-
son for Women on Mission and 
a former WMU director. 

This year’s Dellanna West 
O’Brien Leadership 
Award was awarded 
to Linda Leather of the 
Next Door ministry, a 
transitional housing 
ministry for women 
leaving prison.

Participants at the 
WMU meeting toured 
the facilities of the 
Next Door ministry 
and the associated 
Christian Women’s Job 
Corps of Nashville, 
both of which are 
housed in the Down-
town Ministry Center 
of First Church.

Wanda Lee, WMU 
executive director/
treasurer, interviewed 
WMU staff mem-
bers Jean Cullin who 
shared about WMU’s 

Volunteer Connection partner-
ships in France, Croatia and 

Moldova, and Kristy Carr, who 
shared about Angel Tree Camps 
for children of incarcerated par-
ents and Pure Water, Pure Love 
projects in Mexico, Indonesia 
and Sudan.

Featured missionary speak-
ers from the International 
Mission Board included Tom 
and Anna King, who serve 
university students in Paris, 
France; Rebekah Naylor, who 
has been a surgeon in India at 
the Bangalore Baptist Hospital 
for 30-plus years; and the Fort 
family, led by Giles and Wana 
Ann Fort, with their sons Gor-
don, David and Gregg, who all 
have ties to mission service in 
Africa.

“This is the second time in 
20 years that we have been all 
together,” Gordon Fort, who 
currently serves as the IMB’s 
vice president for overseas op-
erations, said as he pointed to 
the 16 family members on the 
stage. He noted that a mission-
ary’s greatest sacrifi ce isn’t the 
things of the world; “it’s the 
sacrifi ce of families.”

Newly elected WMU Pres-
ident Kaye Miller, a member 
of Immanuel Church, Little 
Rock, Ark., is believed to be 
the fi rst former MK (mission-
ary kid) to serve as WMU 
president. Her father, Harlan 
Willis, who closed this year’s 
annual meeting in prayer, 
served in Thailand as a medi-
cal missionary.

“As we go forward into 
the future together, I will 
commit to you not to serve to 
the best of my abilities – be-
cause my own abilities would 
fall far too short – but to strive 
to allow God to use me in a 
way that would bring honor to 
His Kingdom,” Miller said.

Future WMU meetings 
include the “Discover the Joy 
of Missions” WMU Confer-
ence, Sept. 28-30, and Missions 
Weekender, Sept. 30-Oct. 2, at 
LifeWay’s Ridgecrest Confer-
ence Center in North Carolina 
and the “Live the Call” Mis-
sions Celebration and Annual 
Meeting 2006, June 11-12, 2006, 
in Greensboro, N.C. 

Record attendance, awards, testimonies highlight 

WMU missions celebration

Kaye Miller, new 

national president of the 

Woman’s Missionary 

Union, speaks to 

Southern Baptist 

Convention messengers 

following the WMU 

report June 21.

By Lee Weeks

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
— For Tim Hill, the view at the 
Tennessee State Fairgrounds 
could be described in one word 
– heavenly.

“This is kind of a micro-
cosm of what we’ve got [in Ten-
nessee],” said Hill, an ethnic 
church starting specialist with 
the Tennessee Baptist Conven-
tion. “We’ve got a lot of Afri-
cans, Asians, Hispanics, refu-
gees, Egyptians, Middle East-
erners – we’ve got it all here. 
A snapshot of what heaven is 
going to be like.”

An international festival 
sponsored by the Nashville 
Baptist Association and Tennes-
see Baptist Convention was one 
of about 100 evangelistic events 
held June 18 as part of Cross-
over Nashville, the evangelistic 
thrust preceding each year’s 
Southern Baptist Convention 
annual meeting. Six other Bap-
tist associations along with the 
North American Mission Board 
and LifeWay also were Cross-
over sponsors.

Within a 40-mile radius of 
downtown Nashville, Cross-
over events, including block 
parties, street evangelism, 

sports clinics, neighborhood 
prayerwalking, and door-to-
door visitation, were conducted 
by nearly 10,000 volunteers 
from hundreds of Southern 
Baptist churches across the 
country.

More than 2,500 profes-
sions of faith in Christ have 
been recorded as a result of the 
Crossover efforts, according 
to records submitted by 80 of 
the 100 venues reporting to the 
Nashville Baptist Association 
offi ce by June 19 along with 
reports from the door-to-door 
Crossover thrust initiated by 
SBC President Bobby Welch.

Crossover events yield 2,500-plus professions of faith



Find prayer guides, devotionals, lessons and more 
at www.yourbcmd.org/offering 



2005 Offering for Maryland and Delaware Missions Prayer Guide

Day One - Serving with Humility Day Two - Serving with gifts and abilities
Jesus was “obedient unto death” as a servant of God. It cost Him His life, but 
He gained access to the Father for all who believe and confess Him as Lord 
and Savior.

Please pray:
• That God will help you to develop an attitude that better refl ects the 

humility of Christ.
• For volunteers with a servant heart to assist new church plants.
• For opportunities to show Christ’s love to someone today.
• That servant evangelism will become a way of life.

As Christians, we are given different gifts to minister within the body of 
Christ. In Greek, charismata refers to the “special gifts of grace—freely given 
by God to meet the needs of the body.” Christians are called to work and 
serve to the best of our ability using the gifts God has given.

Please pray:
• For discernment regarding how God has gifted you to serve Him 

and others.
• That God will show you how to use your gifts to minister to people 

of other cultures in your community.
• That your church will encourage all young beleivers to discover their 

natural abilities and God-given gifts.

Day Three - Serving with Compassion Day Four - Serving with an available and obedient heart
We can serve and bless others with our hands in numerous ways. Cooking a
meal, holding the hand of one grieving, hammering a nail in the home of one 
in need, sorting clothes for a clothing ministry, cleaning a church building or 
driving a van can all be done in the name of Christ to serve others.

Please pray:
• That God will help you match your abilities and talents with those 

in need around you to help bring them to a saving knowledge of 
Christ.

• That God will provide gifted people to help new churches train their 
own workers.

• That churches will partner together to share materials, workers and 
expertise in order to reach more families with the Gospel.

• That your church will actively assist young people in fi nding places 
of meaningful service inside and outside the walls of the church.

Phillip asked the eunuch a simple question: “Do you understand what you 
are reading?” Yet it led to one man’s knowledge and faith in Christ. The 
eunuch’s question provided an opportunity for Philip to share the good
news about Christ. It all began with a call, obedience, an observation and a 
simple question.

Please pray:
• That God will give you the opportunity and boldness to share the 

Good News of Christ.
• For discernment when explaining Scriptures to others.
• That God will give you a heart that is obedient and available to 

serve.

Day Five - Serving with a merciful heart Day Six - Serving with perseverance
Jesus teaches us to “love your neighbor as yourself” and to show mercy. 
In our daily lives, we meet people who have been robbed, wounded by 
situations and who are physically living, but emotionally and spiritually 
dying. May we be found faithful to respond with love and mercy of the 
Father.

Please pray:
• That God will guide you to demonstrate the love and mercy of 

Christ to those in need.
• That God will lead you to someone who needs help and the love of 

Jesus.
• That you may begin to see people through God’s eyes and love.

God encourages us to “not become weary in doing good” and “to do good 
to all people.” Though we may not see results now, we are told that in God’s 
timing, “the proper time,” we will “reap a harvest.” As we live and serve in 
our various communities across Maryland and Delaware, may God enable 
us to keep our eyes on the goal and serve Him and others with all that we are 
and have.

Please pray:
• That God will renew your energy, strength and enthusiasm to do 

His work.
• That you will rely on the Lord to fulfi ll any tasks He has given you.
• That you will see people through God’s eyes.

Day Seven - Serving as a demonstration of Christ’s love 2005 Missions Devotions by Lori Thornton

available for download online at www.yourbcmd.org/offering

Day One-         “The Perfect Servant”  (Philippians 2:1-11)
Day Two-         “Serving By Grace” (Romans 12:4-8)
Day Three-      “Hands That Worked” (Act 9:36-42)
Day Four-         “Serving With An Available/Obedient Heart” 
                          (Acts 8:26-38)
Day Five-         “Serving With Mercy” (Luke 10:30-37)
Day Six-           “Serving With Perseverence” (Galatians 6:9-10a)
Day Seven-      “The Response Of One” (Luke 17:11-19)

Christians have many opportunities to serve others. We are not guaranteed 
who, if anyone, will respond with expressions of gratitude or faith. We 
are responsible for following Christ’s example of showing mercy and 
compassion, regardless of the results.

Please pray:
• That your motivation to serve other is pure.
• For an awareness of God working through you.
• That you are willing to respond to someone in need, no matter what 

the result.
• That God will help you respond in obedience and trust Him with the 

work of changing hearts.

Additional missions resources:
*  2005 Missions Promo Video     *  Bulletin Inserts      * Music Sheets
*NEW this year*  Children’s Activity Pages     *  Sermons     *  Posters
*  Feature Stories *  Clip Art  *  Age-graded Teaching Guides 

Available online at www.yourbcmd.org/offering
We understand that not every church has the 
capability of accessing a website. For that reason, 
several of the items found on the website are also 
available in printed format. Please call (800) 466-5290 
ext. 232 to order these resources.
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
— Two new believers, a Chris-
tian recording artist and a sol-
dier who served in Iraq, were 
among eight people baptized at 
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion June 21-22 in Nashville, 
Tenn.

The baptisms underscored 
the unfolding “Everyone Can 
Kingdom Challenge! ... Wit-
ness, Win and Baptize One 
Million!” championed by SBC 
President Bobby Welch. The 
two new believers were the re-
sults of the largest-ever Cross-
over evangelistic thrust to pre-
cede an SBC annual meeting.

“I just need to be saved,” 
Billy Strong, 21, admitted after 
attending a Crossover block 
party June 18 at Ivy Memorial 
Church, Nashville, an outreach 
which was sponsored by Mem-
phis-area Bellevue Church.

Strong and Lisa Clark, 28, 
who also attended the block 
party, went to Ivy Memorial 
for the first time the next day. 
There, they became Christians.

And two days later, during 
the afternoon business session 
of the nation’s largest evangeli-
cal body, they were baptized.

Joining them was Denise 
Lingefelt, 42, a former drug 
addict and prostitute. Linge-
felt, who grew up in 17 foster 
homes, five group homes and 
eight orphanages, had once 
worked temporarily in the Gay-
lord Entertainment Center, site 
of this year’s meeting. 

“I used to clean this place. 
Now, I am getting cleaned up 
in this place,” Lingefelt mar-
veled.

Eric Kilby, 27, another of 
those baptized during the SBC, 
became a Christian when he 
was young and has served the 
last eight years in ministry as 

tour manager and baritone 
saxophone player for interna-
tionally recognized Christian 
recording artists Denver and 
the Mile High Orchestra.

And despite his fulltime 
ministry – about 
115 shows a year 
– he had never been 
baptized, partly out 
of concern of what 
others would think 
about him. 

But in a recent 
church service after 
the invitation, Kilby 
firmly decided, “It’s 
time to be obedi-
ent!”

His pastor, Poly 
Rouse of Hermitage 
Hills Church, re-
joiced, “What a great 
defeat of pride!”

Flanked on the 
platform by friends 
Mike and Teresa 
Pinkelton, Kilby was 
joined in baptism 
with his new wife, 
Julie, who at 41 has 
been a Christian for 
seven years but had 
not yet been bap-
tized. Symbolically 
representing his 
spiritual leadership 
in his home, Kilby 
assisted Rouse in 
baptizing Julie.

Rodney Kelly, 
22, who recently 
returned from Iraq 
and Afghanistan as 
an Army specialist 
in the 101st Air-
borne, wanted to get baptized 
before his wedding on June 25.

It was during his premari-
tal counseling with his fian-
cée, Brooke Story, that Kelly’s 
pastor, Gordon Donahoe of 
Donelson View Church, intro-
duced him to a personal rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ.

Even though Robin Hunt, 
54, had been attending Tulip 
Grove Church, Old Hickory, 
Tenn., for years, she “didn’t re-
ally turn my life to the Lord” 
until recently.

She started attending the 
church with her son before he 
was killed in an automobile 
accident 16 years ago. Three 
years ago, Hunt’s husband, 
Ted, whom she married at the 
age of 14, also passed away.

The pain of these losses 
compelled her to talk to her 

pastor, Ken Clayton, about her 
relationship with God. She 
said she has since come to re-
alize that God had been with 
her all along.

Following the address 
from President 
George W. Bush, Pas-
tor Jim Cross of First 
Church, Donelson, 
Tenn., baptized Luke 
Charlton, 7. Cross 
chose Luke over 
other baptismal can-
didates for the SBC 
venue because his 
story is becoming the 
minority testimony: 
He is the product of a 
Christian family.

“For Baptists, 
baptism is an impor-
tant symbol of salva-
tion,” noted Tal Da-
vis, the North Ameri-
can Mission Board’s 
interfaith evangelism 
manager. “So this 
year, the Southern 
Baptist Convention 
included several 
baptism ceremonies 
under the auspices of 
the local churches to 
demonstrate the im-
portance we place on 
this ordinance.”

Because baptism 
is an ordinance of the 
church, all baptisms 
were conducted with 
the full approval 
of the sponsoring 
home churches, with 
members from each 
church present to 

witness.
Each of the pastors per-

forming the baptisms readily 
acknowledged that baptism 
is not the salvation act, but 
rather an external indication 
of what has already been ac-
complished internally in each 
of the candidates.

Recording artist, former Iraqi soldier, 7-year-old 

among eight baptized at SBC

Jim Cross, pastor of First Church, Donelson, Tenn., 

baptizes Luke Charlton, 7, June 21 as more than 11,000 

messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention 

watch and applaud. Since members of 10,000 SBC 

churches did not see anyone baptized last year, SBC 

leaders decided to feature a baptism at each session 

of the 2005 SBC annual meeting.

By Erich Bridges

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) — 
The huge tsunami waves that 
devastated Asia’s coastlines six 
months ago shrink in compari-
son to the waves of lostness 
– and God’s Spirit – sweeping 
the world, Southern Baptist 
Convention messengers heard 
during the International Mis-
sion Board’s report June 22.

“In an instant, 250,000 
lives were swept into eternity 
without Christ,” IMB President 
Jerry Rankin told messengers. 
“Yet our missionaries are 
reminded constantly of a 
massive tsunami wave of 
lostness that continues to 
envelop our world. Every week 
a quarter of a million lives are 
swept into hell in South Asia 
alone. Every month a quarter 
of a million lives are claimed 
by the AIDS epidemic in sub-
Saharan Africa. A tsunami 
wave of postmodernism is 
sweeping over Europe.”

But an even more 
powerful wave of God’s Spirit 
is moving across the world, 
Rankin said as he introduced 

a video presentation about 
the global waves of light and 
darkness. Southern Baptist 
missionaries saw 607,000 new 
baptized believers “swept 
into the kingdom” in 2004, 
almost a 20 percent increase 
over the previous year. One 
of them was the president 
of Zambia. Some 21,000 new 
churches – 400 a week – were 
begun. Massive people groups 
in China and South Asia are 
hearing the Good News for 
the first time, he added, and 
openness “is stirring even 
across the Muslim world – that 
last formidable barrier to 
world evangelization.”

Rankin thanked Southern 
Baptists for giving more 
than $133 million to the 
2004 Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering, almost matching the 
“phenomenal” $136 million 
given for the 2003 offering. 
The support enabled the 
International Mission Board to 
send out 692 new missionaries 
last year, he said, multiplying 
Southern Baptist witness 
in 184 countries. They also 
initiated work among 163 new 

people groups – 131 of them 
“previously untouched by the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.”

The remaining mission 
task challenges Southern 
Baptists to much greater 
commitment, according to 
several missionaries who 
reported on work in their 
regions. 

David Garrison, regional 
leader for South Asia, reported 
via a live video feed from 
Sri Lanka, where Southern 
Baptists have helped in relief 
and reconstruction since the 
tsunami hit. The region also 
includes Pakistan, India, 
Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan 
and Maldives. 

“There are 1.4 billion 
lost people in this region,” 
Garrison said. “That’s 
why we call it the greatest 
concentration of lostness on 
earth.”

Still, it’s a “great harvest 
field. Last year we saw more 
than 150,000 new believers 
baptized [and] the majority 
of these new believers are 
coming from the Muslim 
world. More Muslims are 

coming to faith in South Asia 
today than anywhere else 
in the world at any time in 
history.”

A closing video 
dramatized the true story of 
“Hayati,” a Muslim woman 
who dreamed disaster was 
coming the night before the 
tsunami. When it hit, she led 
a group of terrified villagers 
to a mosque for shelter. They 
desperately called upon Jesus 
for protection – and the water 
stopped a meter from the 
mosque. Bodies surrounded 
them, but they were spared.

“There’s nothing we could 
have done to save the victims 
of that tsunami wave,” Rankin 
said, his voice cracking, as 
he concluded the IMB report. 
“But there is something we 
could have done to keep them 
from going to hell. Will we 
respond to the pleas of our 
Lord to go to the uttermost 
ends of the earth, to be His 
faithful witnesses?

“Everyone can give and 
pray and go, because we are 
His hands and His feet to 
fulfill His mission.”

Rankin: thousands ‘swept into God’s 
Kingdom through tsunami relief work’

“Even though 

we have 344 workers 

serving right now in 

South Asia, we need 

at least 1,000 to begin 

to engage the massive 

lostness here. Right 

now there’s only one 

Southern Baptist 

worker for every 7 

million people.... For 

every square mile in 

South Asia, there are 

873 lost people.”

— David Garrison, 

IMB South Asia 

regional leader
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MIDDLE RIVER, Md. —
Youth and children’s ministry 
leaders… take heart! You just 
never know where your kids 
will end up or how they will 
infl uence the Kingdom of God.

Such was the case of 
Middle River Church youth, 
Barry Graul. Now serving as 
the second lead guitarist for 
the award-winning Christian 
band, MercyMe, Graul says 
his “whole life was spent at 
church,” where “he loved ev-
ery minute of it.”

Growing up in an east-
ern Baltimore County sub-
urb, Graul traveled with the 
church’s choir, was involved in 
its puppet ministry, participat-
ed in RA’s, and over time, even 
started teaching the youth in 
his home church.

All the while, he was fasci-
nated by music. 

So much so that he played 
bass guitar in a teenage band, 
playing at Overlea High 
School and any other outlet 
that would let him live out his 
love for rock and roll. 

Infl uenced by the heavy 
tones of secular rockers, Van 
Halen and Jimmy Page, Graul 
admits he didn’t know about 
Christian music at the time.

That was until he met a 
bass player and a singer who 
was also an associate pastor 
at an Assembly of God church 
down the road from him. 

“After going to Middle 
River to worship, I would go 
and worship with these guys,” 
Graul reminisced. He remem-
bered thinking, “Wow! This is 
great stuff!” 

That was 1983. Right away, 
he got actively involved in the 
group, playing Christian cover 
music everywhere he could… 
at church, fairs and country 
clubs.

Though he accepted Christ 
at an early age, Graul remem-
bers a time when he didn’t 
want to serve Christ. “I was 
way into the music,” he con-
fesses. “At the time, I didn’t 
understand how music could 
minister to people.”

Then, there he was in 
church one day, performing a 
song about salvation with his 
brother. Weeping uncontrolla-
bly, Graul knew that God was 
calling him to a deeper rela-
tionship with Himself— and 
to a music ministry.

Sensing a call to play 
more on the national level, 
Graul went backstage at a 
Baptist church training event 
at Ridgecrest, N.C., to speak to 

songwriter Chris Rice about 
the possibilities. To Graul’s 
great encouragement, Rice of-
fered his prayers and his home 
in Nashville, Tenn., showing 
him around Nashville.

Propelled by the prayers 
of his parents, Earl and Ruby, 
and his in-laws, Carl and 
Pat Stumpf, Graul and his 
wife Karla made the move to 
Nashville. Soon afterward, he 
found his fi rst freelance guitar 
gig—with Christian recording 
artist Rick Cua.

Now, over two decades 
later, Graul, an accomplished 
musician, has played freelance 
with some of the most well 
known artists in Christendom: 
Whitecross, DC Talk, Sonic 
Flood, Michael Sweet, Tait and 
Toby Mac. 

And added to this impres-
sive resume is his fi rst role as 
a permanent member of the 
headline-catching band favor-
ite, MercyMe.

Now based in Greenville, 
Texas, the band, among whom 
are four Baptists, is most 
known for its No. 1 song, I Can 
Only Imagine, which earned 
several Dove Awards, includ-
ing the prestigious Song of the 
Year. Through the song, Mer-
cyMe enjoyed mainstream suc-
cess by gaining airplay on pop, 
country and adult contempo-
rary radio stations nationwide.

According to the band’s 
publicist, MercyMe quickly 
evolved from being Christian 
music’s fastest-selling new act 
in 2001 to one of the most suc-
cessful bands in all musical 
genres, selling more than two 
million records in only three 
years and earning an Ameri-
can Music Award nomination. 
MercyMe followed Almost 

There in 2001 with 2002’s Spo-
ken For, which was certifi ed 
Gold and produced two more 
No. 1 hits. 

In 2004, the Double Plati-
num recording group won 
their fi rst American Music 
Award in the category of Favor-
ite Contemporary Inspirational 
Artist. The band’s live double 
disc DVD, MercyMe Live, went 
Gold as well. 

Next came Undone, which 
is much different than their 
former recordings. Rather than 
attempting to recapture the 
balladry of I Can Only Imagine, 
MercyMe’s publicist portrays 
the “newest guitar-driven stu-
dio effort” as “more mature, 
thought-provoking and musi-
cally experimental.”

Also recently released is 
Hymned, described as “a musi-
cal fusion of Texas blues, tradi-
tional gospel, and classic south-
ern infl uenced hymns featur-
ing [lead singer] Bart Millard’s 
signature vocals.”

In addition to producing 
records, MercyMe, along with 
Audio Adrenaline, co-head-
lined one of the spring 2003’s 
biggest tours, “The Go Show.” 
The tour played 50 cities in 
front of nearly 140,000 people 

in key markets such as Dallas, 
Los Angeles (Irvine), Houston, 
Phoenix, Seattle and Birming-
ham and sold out an amazing 
25 shows.

In the winter of 2004, Mer-
cyMe headlined their fi rst tour, 
“The Imagine Tour,” with Amy 
Grant and Bebo Norman. The 
tour sold out cities across the 
U.S., reaching an audience of 
nearly 100,000.

During the summer of 
2004, the band co-headlined in 
the “One Nation Tour” along 
with Michael W. Smith.

 “It’s been an amazing, 
amazing ride,” admits Graul. 

After all the years of play-
ing as a hired fi ll-in, he loves 
the opportunity to be a full 
fl edged member of such a God-
loving band. 

“MercyMe has an amazing 
ministry with integrity. You 
can really see that we are do-
ing God’s will,” he smiles.

To his fans, Graul advises, 
“Open yourself up to worship 
in everything, not just in con-
certs. Be faithful in that. I think 
that is what He wants from us.”

With such dedication, one 
can only imagine what God 
will do next in the life of this 
Marylander.

MercyMe guitarist hails from Middle River Church

Some of the MercyMe band members backstage after a concert held at the Patriot Center in 

Washington, D.C. Pictured from left to right are Bart Millard; Theresa Sassard, development office 

manager at Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware; Barry Graul; Mike Scheuchzer; Jim Bryson 

and Ruby Graul, Barry’s mother.

“Open yourself 

up to worship in 

everything, not 

just in concerts. 

Be faithful in that. 

I think that is what 

He wants from us.”  

— Barry Graul

Saturday, 9:30 am – 3 pm 
October 22, 2005 
South Columbia Church 
Columbia, MD

Come to this music reading session and hear new music for adults, 
youth, children, praise and worship and seasonal music! 

30% discount on all print music ordered and a free 
accompaniment track to every church that attends and orders!!

featuring

Robert Wagoner
Conductor/Facilitator
•  Lifeway Christian Resources
•  served on the 1991 Baptist Hymnal   
   Committee
•  featured speaker and conference leader 
   for Music Week at Ridgecrest and Glorieta
•  served as Minister of Music in Texas, 
   Arkansas and Oklahoma

Cost: $22 (includes music packet and lunch)
To register: Cindy Harper at (800) 
466–5290 ext. 0, charper@bcmd.org or 
visit www.yourbcmd.org/autumnsing 

Registration deadline: September 30, 2005

Autumn Sing!
Looking for new music for your church choir?

for brass, woodwinds, 
strings and rhythm 

instrumentalists with 
high school band /

orchestra experience

New BCM/D

Orchestra
!

RSVP: Cindy Harper at (800) 
466–5290 ext. 0, charper@bcmd.org, 
www.yourbcmd.org/jubilationrehearsal

For more info: Phil Respass 
(410) 442-5506, prespass@wecare.org

Rehearsal Sept. 10 10AM- 2PM
Friendship Baptist Church
Sykesville, MD 
(just N. of I70 on Rte. 32)

RSVP by August 30
(includes lunch)
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African American 
Fellowship
   By Karen L. Willoughby

NASHVILLE, Tenn. 
(BP) — A new name and new 
president garnered the atten-
tion of the National African 
American Fellowship of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
June 19-20.
        So did the retirement 
of a longtime leader and the 
passing of the gavel by the 
outgoing president during the 
two-day gathering prior to 
the SBC’s June 21-22 annual 
meeting at the Gaylord Enter-
tainment Center in downtown 
Nashville, Tenn.

        “By put-
ting ‘National’ 
in our name, 
we clarify 
who we are ... 
and keep the 
vision high,” 
the outgoing 
president, Rob-
ert Anderson, 
pastor of Co-
lonial Church, 
Randallstown, 
Md., said.
        Mark 
Croston, pas-
tor of East 
End Church, 
Suffolk, Va., 
was elected 
president, 
with Winston 
W. Rudolph, 
pastor of The 
Abyssin-
ian Church of 
Christ, Pompa-
no Beach, Fla., 

as the new vice president.
Sid Smith, a 40-year veter-

an of denominational service, 
was honored during a June 
20 banquet at the downtown 
Hilton. Earlier in the year he 
announced his retirement as 
director of the Florida Baptist 
Convention’s African Ameri-
can Ministries division.

“It is an honor for us to 
recognize a man God has used 
in Southern Baptist life and es-
pecially its African American 
constituency for more than 40 
years,” Anderson said at the 
banquet. “[Smith’s] faithful 
service, loyalty to the con-
vention and quiet and godly 
passion for Christ – for these 
reasons and more, we honor 
him.”

The meeting began with 
a Sunday evening worship 
service at Simeon Church in 
Antioch, Tenn., a Nashville 
suburb.

Guest speaker Anthony 
(Tony) Payton, pastor of Come 
As You Are Community 
Church, Fort Wayne, Ind., 
explained why “the caged 
bird sings.” Preaching from 
Philippians, Payton said a 
caged bird sings because God 
created it to sing, regardless of 
its circumstances. It has a pur-
pose and a pattern.

Payton warned against 
materialism as he spoke of the 
prize that comes not from pos-
sessions or other trappings of 
worldly success – such as big 
numbers of people in Sunday 
morning services – but from 
being all God has in mind.

“You can have a whole lot 
of folks and not have the folks 

God wants you to have,” Pay-
ton said. “At the end of the day, 
it comes down to whether you 
and I glorify God.”

People with God’s power 
get God’s work done, Payton 
concluded. They “sing” regard-
less of the “cage” they might 
be in.

During the Monday af-
ternoon business session, a 
$27,000 annual budget was ap-
proved.

Other offi cers elected 
included Frankie Harvey, 
a member of Nacogdoches 
(Texas) Fellowship, secretary; 
Leon Johnson, pastor of Bread 
of Life Church, Chicago, trea-
surer; Wayne Chaney Jr., pastor 
of Antioch Missionary Church, 
Long Beach, Calif., parliamen-
tarian; and Robert Wilson, 
pastor of SandTown Church, 
Atlanta, historian.

Also elected were Ste-
phen Hardnett, pastor of 
New Christian Bible Church, 
Baltimore, eastern regional 
director; Willie Jordan, pastor 
of St. Mark Missionary Church, 
Harvey, Ill., central regional 
director; William Johnson, pas-
tor of Enoch Church, Omaha, 
Neb., mountain regional di-
rector; and E.W. McCall Sr., 
pastor of St. Stephen Mission-
ary Church, La Puente, Calif., 
western regional director.
        
Hispanic Fellowship

By David R. Lema Jr.

        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
— Sharing the FAITH Sunday 
School evangelism strategy in 
Spanish, a Hispanic evangelist 
who led 30 people to Christ 
during Crossover Nashville 
said he believes using a simple 
survey to share Christ can 
work “amazingly well.”

Carmelo Arias told partici-
pants at the annual National 
Fellowship of Hispanic South-
ern Baptist Churches’ annual 
reunion June 18-19 he went 
with several local leaders in 
an “expedition of door-to-door 
witnessing that God richly 
blessed.”

Arias, from Iglesia Bautista 
Northside in Hialeah, Fla., 
said he did not do anything 
extraordinary, but was just one 
of many committed to shar-
ing Christ the week before the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s 
June 21-22 annual meeting in 
Nashville, Tenn.

“I simply used the sur-
vey format that is part of the 
FAITH presentation in Span-
ish which worked amazingly 
well and even had the chance 
to teach the other local leaders 
how to use it,” Arias said.

The week prior to the 
meetings, fi ve local Hispanic 
churches participated in a spe-
cial evangelistic crusade, “Hay 
Vida en Jesus” (There is Life 
in Jesus), during Crossover 
Nashville. More than 250 pro-
fessions of faith were recorded 
as a result of door-to-door 
witnessing and nightly revival 
meetings.

On June 18, fellowship par-
ticipants gathered for a time of 
music and worship around the 
theme, “I Will Seek Your Face.”

Augusto Valverde, pas-
tor of Resurrection Church in 
Miami and the fellowship’s 
leader of evangelism, issued a 

challenge for people to share 
Christ in their own communi-
ties. Fifty people answered the 
call and committed themselves 
to actively witness and four 
others answered God’s call to 
fulltime Christian ministry.

Gerald Davidson, fi rst 
vice president of the SBC and 
a Missouri pastor, was pres-
ent on behalf of SBC President 
Bobby Welch to bring a word 
of greetings from the SBC. Da-
vidson thanked God “for what 
is happening in the Hispanic 
fellowship and how it is grow-
ing in the SBC.”

Hispanics, Davidson said, 
are “the largest ethnic group in 
the land and we need to give 
attention to reaching these 
people for Jesus Christ.”

A business session fol-
lowed the training event and 
participants approved several 
motions and resolutions. Julio 
Fuentes, executive director of 
the fellowship, formally pre-
sented a letter of resignation 
due to personal reasons. His 
resignation was accepted and 
the group approved a motion 
to offi cially recognize Fuentes’ 
work at next year’s annual 
meeting.

In other business, the fel-
lowship elected the following 
offi cers for the coming year: 
Augusto Valverde of Resurrec-
tion Church, Miami, president; 
Segundo Mir of Primera Igle-
sia de Laurel, Md., fi rst vice 
president; Liz Rosales of Prim-
era Iglesia Bautista Emmanuel, 
Vacaville, Calif., second vice 
president; Joel Medina of Igle-
sia Internacional Las Americas, 
Carthage, Miss., secretary; 
Guillermo Mangieri of Iglesia 
Bautista de Washington, D.C., 
vice secretary; and Carmelo 
Arias of Northside Church, 
Hialeah, Fla., treasurer.

Council of Korean 
Southern Baptists
      By Karen Willoughby

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
— A new president, executive 
director and increased budget 
due to the purchase of a head-
quarters building were among 
matters addressed during the 
annual meeting of the Council 
of Korean Southern Baptists in 
America, held in conjunction 
with the Southern Baptist Con-
vention’s annual meeting.

More than 730 people reg-
istered for the sessions at For-
est Hills Church in Nashville. 
The attendance was about 100 
more than last year.

“It is more every year,” 
said Choi Chi Lee, outgoing 
executive director of the or-
ganization encompassing 761 
congregations. “We all want to 
work together with the South-
ern Baptist Convention, and 
include our baptisms, include 
our church planting, include 
our participation in global mis-
sions. That’s the idea: to build 
together; to work together.”

The three-day event in-
cluded reports from the Ko-
rean council’s six areas of min-
istry – home missions, foreign 
missions, education, WMU, 
Brotherhood, English ministry; 
a fi ve-part seminar that depict-
ed different preaching styles; 
addresses by Robert E. (Bob) 
Reccord, president of the North 

American Mission Board, 
and Jerry Rankin, president 
of the International Mission 
Board; and guest preaching 
from Hyun Mo Lee, missions 
professor from Korean Baptist 
Theological Seminary in South 
Korea.

A new ministry resource, 
“Sharing Evangelism,” was in-
troduced at the meeting. Writ-
ten in Korean by four Korean 
pastors – Dennis Manpoong 
Kim, David Gill, Sung Gun 
Park and David In Hwa Park 
– the project was coordinated 
by Jason Kim in NAMB’s mul-
ticultural evangelism section 
and published by NAMB.

A women’s conference cov-
ered WMU and the needs of 
pastors’ wives. At a nearby ho-
tel, youth took a fresh look at 
their parents, and youngsters 
participated in a full spectrum 
of age-specifi c activities.

The organization’s name 
received a slight modifi ca-
tion: What had been “in North 
America” was changed to “in 
America” at the request of Ko-
rean Baptists in Latin America, 
who want to be included in 
the membership. They were 
included years ago, but at some 
point the name was changed to 
limit membership to just to the 
United States and Canada.

Ki Tak Kim, pastor of Ko-
rean Church, Sonoma County, 
Calif., was elected council 
president; Seong Bin Park, 
pastor of Korean Church, 
Memphis, Tenn., was elected 
fi rst vice president; Daniel 
Jung Ha Kim, pastor of Cen-
tral Church, Itaska, Ill., second 
vice president; Huyn Muk 
Im, pastor of Lifeway Church, 
Bethesda, Md., general secre-
tary. Timothy Tae Hwan Park, 
a church planting missionary 
in the Baptist Convention 
of Maryland/Delaware, was 
elected executive director, a 
four-year post.

For logistical reasons, the 
Korean council will break with 
tradition in 2006 and not meet 
for its annual meeting in the 
same city as the SBC. Council 
members voted to meet in Chi-
cago June 28-30. Greensboro, 
N.C., does not have a meeting 
space large enough for the 
council that is not being used 
by other SBC entities, and there 
aren’t enough nearby churches 
to handle the task of preparing 
the meals, Lee explained.

African Americans, Spanish and Koreans meet in Nashville

Sid Smith, who has announced 

his retirement as director of the 

Florida Baptist Convention’s African 

American ministries division, 

accepts an award during a banquet 

sponsored by the National African 

American Fellowship of the SBC 

- which he helped launch. With 

Smith is his wife, Arnette. 

Juhyun Kim of East Audubon 

Church, Louisville, Ky., prays 

with others attending a 

Korean worship service June 

19 at Forest Hills Church, 

Brentwood, Tenn. 
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By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. — Ed 
Stetzer is sold out to the South-
ern Baptist Convention. He 
loves its hallmark cooperation, 
its return to doctrinal integrity 
and its faith statement. 

And as a 38-year-young 
SBC leader, he is also sold out 
to the fact that we need a di-
versity of methods for reaching 
communities for Christ.

Does that make him less 
Baptist?

In a “Missional Ministry in 
a Postmodern Age” conference 
held at the Baptist Conven-
tion of Maryland/Delaware 
on May 17, Stetzer, a missiolo-
gist, applauded the efforts of 
the younger, emerging church 
leaders, who are what he calls 
theologically sound, biblically 
faithful and culturally aware.  

Yet, many of these leaders 
are not involved in the denomi-
nation.

Stetzer, director of research 
at the North American Mission 
Board, quoted Al Mohler as 
stating, “For the young gen-
eration the issue is this, ‘Is the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
the answer to a question any-
one is asking?’”

He noted recent dialogues 
between younger evangelical 
leaders and Jimmy Draper, an 
SBC statesman and president of 
LifeWay Christian Resources.

The issues that are driv-
ing younger leaders away are 
not theological, he claimed. 
Instead, they are cultural and 
missional. “[Emerging lead-
ers] are tired of being told that 
dress, worship style and tra-
ditional practices are biblical 
mandates that are not found in 
the Bible or in the denomina-
tion’s faith statement,” he said. 
“They struggle when they are 
asked to support a system that 
continually condemns the prac-
tices they endorse.”

 Moreover, when the 
emerging generation ques-
tions some long-held traditions 
based on a scriptural mandate, 
“we should not be surprised 
— they are the result of the 

theological resurgence,” he 
said, pointing to over 20 years 
of denominational effort to re-
turn to doctrinal integrity.

Theologically, emerging 
church leaders want “Baptist” 
and “biblical” to be synonyms, 
Stetzer as-
serted. In 
their eyes, 
being bibli-
cal requires 
less focus on 
extra-biblical 
tradition and 
more on stra-
tegic indig-
enous forms 
of church 
planting and 
outreach, 
something 
that the SBC 
once em-
braced.

Stetzer 
pointed to 
the times 
when Bap-
tists were 
more con-
nected to 
culture, in 
the 1790s, 1920s, and 1950s 
when Baptists evidenced 
strong growth in evangelism 
and church planting.  “Baptists 
used the music and the dress 
of the people around them,” he 
pointed out. “But,” he paused, 
“it was widely condemned by 
other evangelicals at the time.” 

Now, he fears, the cycle is 
repeating itself within the SBC.  
“It’s time to fi ght for and not 
against each other to reach the 
world,” he asserted. 

For all intents and purpos-
es, a missional church is an “on 
mission” church in its setting, 
he defi ned. In other words, 
“a church becomes missional 
when it remains faithful to the 
gospel and simultaneously 
seeks to contextualize the gos-
pel (to the degree it can) so the 
gospel engages the worldview 
of its hearers.”

Though he happens to like 
traditional services, Stetzer 
advised, “‘Contextual’ should 
be the standard, not ‘contempo-
rary’ or ‘traditional.’”

By necessity, churches 
should look different because 
they’re in different settings, he 
explained. But they also have 
one thing in common—they 
must engage their communi-
ties as missional churches.

Missional churches ex-
egete, or actively study their 
communities, to discover 
methods most appropriate to 
reach their surroundings. In 
their discovery, they reject 
some things in the culture 
(i.e., consumerism); adapt 
some things, redeeming them 
for the Gospel (i.e., certain 
music styles); and adopt some 
other things altogether (i.e., 
coffee cafes).

Stetzer cautioned against 
remaining chained to methods 
that have traditionally worked 
for each church. Just because 
something worked in the past, 
doesn’t mean that it is still rel-
evant for today, he counseled.

Instead, Stetzer sug-
gested churches adopt the 
Latin phrase, “Ecclesia semper 
reformanda,” which means, 
“Church always reforming.” 
He stressed that churches 
need to always be culturally 
aware and willing to change 
as necessary to reach those 
around them.

Yet, Stetzer begs the ques-
tions: How far is too far? How 
far is not far enough?

“Contextualization [is] a 
delicate enterprise if ever there 
was one,” Stetzer quoted Dean 
S. Gilliland. “The evangelist 

and mission strat-
egist stand on a 
razor’s edge, aware 
that to fall off on ei-
ther side has terrible 
consequences.”

Stetzer went 
on, “Fall to the 
right and you end 
in obscurantism,” 
which veils God’s 
truth and power. 
“Slip to the left 
and you tumble 
into syncretism,” 
which compromises 
the uniqueness of 
Christ and concocts 
“another gospel 
which is not a gos-
pel.”

Stetzer admit-
ted his concern 
that some contem-
porary churches, 
in their attempt to 

be culturally relevant, were 
sometimes less spiritual than 
the world around them. “We 
are commanded to preach the 
Word and not biblical prin-
ciples, with scriptural footnotes. 
After awhile, [sermons] become 
more advice and less scripture.”

Some churches, despite 
their best intentions, are fall-
ing into traps. “With all the 
trendy, cool things people are 
doing – they are not often com-
promising the Word, but they 
are crowding it out with all the 
trendy things they are trying to 
add in,” he cautioned.

“Churches need to take the 
Word of God seriously, study 
how to best take the message 
into their settings and be cul-
turally relevant,” he summa-
rized.

“Let’s make this denomi-
nation all it can be and our 
churches all they can be—a 
denomination and churches 
that present the unchanging 
Word in a changing culture,” 
he said.

‘Missional’ mindset motivates emerging leaders

“Churches need 

to take the Word of 

God seriously, study 

how to best take the 

message into their 

settings and be cul-

turally relevant.”  

— Ed Stetzer

ad
 d

es
ig

ne
d 

by
 M

aa
rt

en
 J

ac
ob

s,
 w

w
w

.m
aa

rt
en

ja
co

bs
ph

ot
og

ra
ph

y.
co

m



BL • July 2005 • 14

Bob Gerstmyer

BFCS Executive Director

For more information 
about BFCS, or to ask 
questions or comment 

on articles on this page, 
please call BFCS 
Public Relations 

Associate, Tim Durkin 
(410) 872-1050 ext. 143 

Baptist Family and 

Children’s Services  
7175 Columbia 

Gateway Dr., Suite F 
Columbia, MD 21046

Phone: 
(410) 872-1050    
(800) 621-8834 

Fax: 
(410) 872-1047 

E-mail: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org
Online: 

www.baptistfamily.org

Would you like to be on 
our email list? 

Send a message to: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org

By Bob Gerstmyer

Recently I was ap-
proached by a woman 
in a church I was speak-

ing in. She began by telling 
me that as a child, she and 
her family received help from 
Baptist Family and Children’s 
services over a period of sev-
eral years. 

She talked about what a 
difference new clothes and 

shoes and other material as-
sistance made in her life. Then 
as tears welled up in her eyes 
she thanked me and told me 
that through our help she and 
her family had hope for a bet-
ter life. 

We’ve seen this over and 
over again. Show a child, 
even one living in desperate 
circumstances, a little hope 
and everything changes. 
Sometimes it’s as simple as a 

new pair of shoes or socks or 
a backpack filled with school 
supplies. 

I remember vividly see-
ing kids walking away from 
a church in inner city Balti-
more last summer with new 
backpacks strapped to their 
backs. You could see the hope 
in their eyes as they were pre-
pared for a new school year.  

As Christians we live in 
anticipation of the “Blessed 

Hope” and it is our joyful 
privilege to share that hope 
wherever we go. 

Our task is to be faith-
ful, and as we shine the light 
of the hope of Christ in dark 
places, God is faithful to 
honor that work, because it is 
His work. We are privileged 
to be laborers together in that 
work. Thank you for being co-
laborers.

The light of hope

By Nyssa Robles, CHOSEN 
Director, Rebecca Spare, 

CHOSEN Supervisor, and 
Crystal Jones, Recruitment, 

Training and Approval 
Coordinator

Across America, May 
was celebrated as 
National Foster Par-
ent Appreciation 

Month. Here in Maryland, Bap-
tist Family’s CHOSEN Treat-
ment Foster Care Program 
spent this month acknowledg-
ing and showing appreciation 
to the almost 40 families that 
assist us with the care of for-
merly abused and neglected 
children. 

At present, CHOSEN 
serves 35 children who benefit 
from the structure, consistency, 
stability, and love that our fam-
ilies bestow upon them. 

CHOSEN and Baptist Fam-
ily have much for which we 
are thankful. Truly, in the last 

year, we have witnessed great 
successes. 

In the last twelve months, 
we have helped four children 
enter into permanent adoptive 
homes. After a great deal of ef-
fort and training, eight foster 
children have been reunified 
with their biological families.

One of the adoptions was 
a “double.” We welcomed two 
siblings into CHOSEN nearly 
three years ago.  Initially, it was 
difficult to find them an ap-
propriate home. However, once 
they were placed with their 
now adoptive parents, they 
began to thrive. A brand-new, 
healthy family came together, 
and children who were once 
neglected are now cherished.

These successes are not 
only attributed to the CHOSEN 
staff who work hard to support 
the parents and families, but to 
the foster families who wrap 
their arms around these suffer-
ing children. 

Our trained, professional 
foster families maintain the bi-
ological ties for children, care 
for their mental and physical 
health and provide a healthy 
home environment filled with 
the resilience and love that 
our children desperately need 
and deserve. 

We have done a great 
deal of good work with the 
children we have, but we 
need more parents to make 
a change in the lives of even 
more children. 

Although this work can be 
challenging, the benefits far 
outweigh the costs. 

Imagine helping a child 
get the appropriate educa-
tional services they need. Edu-
cational mentoring, tutoring, 
and advocacy are great gifts 
that you could give to a child 
in need. 

Imagine helping a child 
to decrease the amount of 
medications that they take. 
Working closely with doctors 
and therapists, you can help 
a child learn to live a healthy 
life with a light medicinal 
burden. 

Imagine a child looking at 
you as they proudly accept a 
behavior award from school, 
something no one thought 
they could do. 

At a very basic level, you 
should imagine being the first 
person in the world to not give 
up on your CHOSEN child. 

The feeling that comes 
from changing a child’s life 
for the better is the feeling you 
get when you know you are 
doing the Lord’s work. 

In addition to all of these 
intangible rewards, CHOSEN 
also gives its parents a mon-
etary stipend each month for 
the care of these children. This 
stipend is more than competi-
tive with stipends awarded by 
similar agencies.

The lives of children in 
foster care are already scarred 
by abuse and neglect. Healing 
can only come through the 
hard work and dedication of 
our parents. Please consider 
becoming one of these special 
parents who change the life of 
a child forever.

When it comes to heal-
ing these kids and families, 
success is the only option. To 
learn more about becoming a 
CHOSEN Foster Parent, call 
Crystal Jones at (410) 872-1050, 
ext. 158, or email her at cjones
@baptistfamily.org.

CHOSEN Foster Care: A report and a request

By Colleen Dougherty

It is hard to believe that sum-
mer is upon us and that 
Vacation Bible School time is 

here already! It seems like only 
last week that we were collect-
ing and delivering Christmas 
gifts. 

As I look back on the past 
year, I am so grateful for the 
growth that the Good Samari-
tan Network has experienced. 
It is a growth that is inextrica-
bly linked to the support that 
churches, throughout the Bap-
tist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware, have given us.

For several years, the Good 
Samaritan Network (GSN) has 
educated children about our lo-
cal missions work, through the 
development of a supplemental 
Vacation Bible School Curricu-
lum. Each of the mission stories 
and activities tells of real strug-
gles and triumphs that families 
are experiencing in our local 
communities.

We have designed the cur-
riculum to be appropriate for 
Vacation Bible Schools that 
reach children from preschool 
up to grade six. 

Each day’s lesson is  divid-
ed into teaching plans, missions 

stories, and craft projects to 
help reinforce the story’s theme. 
Each day’s lesson is told in four 
different stories written for dif-
ferent age level groups. This 
gives VBS directors and teach-
ers the maximum amount of 
flexibility in customizing their 
missions teaching.

As always, this supple-
mental missions curriculum 
is offered free to churches and 
is designed to work in tandem 
with other VBS materials, such 
as LifeWay’s Ramblin’ Road 
curriculum. 

This year, for the first time, 
a copy of the curriculum is be-

ing sent to every church in the 
convention. If you use these 
materials during your VBS, all 
we ask is that your missions of-
fering is designated to the Good 
Samaritan Network of Baptist 
Family & Children’s Services. 

If you would like a BFCS 
staff member to visit your VBS 
or if you would like to receive 
giveaways for your children, 
contact me, Colleen Dough-
erty, at (410) 872-1050, ext. 118 
or Tim Durkin at ext. 143. 

Thank you for your con-
tinued support of the GSN 
and have a joyful and exciting 
summer!

Ready, set, go and serve!!!

This month in Reel 
Advice: Kurt Russell goes 
Sky High as a superhero dad. 
Will it fly or flop? The Dukes 
of Hazzard take a brand new 
General Lee out for a spin. Is 
it a ‘Hazzardous’ idea or just 
a good ol’ time? 

And a World War II 
British homing pidgeon is 
called on to be Valiant. Will 
he soar into your heart or 
should he have never left 
the nest? Visit www.bapti
stlifeonline.org for the full 
reviews!

  Kevin C. Neece lives in Fort 
Worth, Texas, with his wife 
Melissa and is a student at 

Southwestern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary. E-mail him at 
kevin_c_neece@yahoo.com

Reel 
Advice 

 by Kevin C. Neece
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members; 85 cents 

per word ($20.00 
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and 95 cents per word 

($25.00 minimum) 

for commercial 
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include words with 

two letters or less. 

Contact us for display 

ad pricing. 

Acceptance of 

advertising does 

not constitute an 
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advertiser’s products 

or services.

To Place an Ad

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

JARRETTSVILLE, Md. 
— Frank Ulmer, Camp Wo-Me-
To’s new resident manager is no 
stranger to the camp. In fact he 
lived in the resident house as a 
boy and played in the woods. 
Frank’s father, Elwood Ulmer, 
who has ministered in a variety 
of capacities in the convention, 
was the camp’s first resident 
manager. 

“It was great,” Frank said, 
speaking of his boyhood days at 
Wo-Me-To. “I’ve always been an 
outdoor person. To be surround-
ed by nature was almost like 
heaven on earth,” Frank said. 

He and his wife, Karen, 
and their children, five-year-old 

Joshua and three-year-old Gar-
rett moved into the on-site resi-
dent home at Wo-Me-To in June.

Frank owns Tonka Con-
struction Corporation and 
works part-time at Wo-Me-To. 
In June, he, his wife Karen and 
their children, five-year-old 
Joshua and three-year-old Gar-
rett will move to the camp and 
Frank will transition to full-time 
manager. 

Working in construction, he 
said, involves spending consid-
erable amounts of time in peo-
ple’s homes and often conversa-
tion turns to spiritual matters. 
But for the past two years, Frank 
felt God calling him to some-
thing different. He began taking 
seminary courses at the Baptist 
Center to deepen his spiritual 

walk and provide him a way to 
share Christ in a more authori-
tative way. When the resident 
manager position became avail-
able, Frank prayed about it ask-
ing God to work through Karen 
to affirm the decision. 

Wo-Me-To, Frank said, is 
a hidden treasure in northern 
Harford County and he’s excited 
about the possibilities. Frank 
said it’s important that it remain 
rustic in a true camp sense 
while meeting today’s up and 
coming needs. 

Marriage retreat outings 
would work beautifully at Wo-

Me-To, Frank said, offering a 
quiet respite for couples. He 
loves to see children come, some 
experiencing a camping experi-
ence for the first time, enjoying 
nature. And there are many op-
portunities for churches, he said 
and he invites church leaders to 
visit the camp. 

As resident manager, Frank 
will oversee all camp operations 
under the direction of Aquilla 
Smith, BCM/D Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union Director. 

Camp Wo-Me-To is a sepa-
rate entity owned and operated 
by the WMU.

Ulmer becomes Camp Wo-Me-To resident manager

DEDICATED CHRISTIAN 
TEACHERS NEEDED — Faith 
Baptist Christian School, a min-
istry of Faith Baptist Church of 
Laurel, MD, is presently seeking 
a preschool teacher and a fourth 
grade teacher. Interested individu-
als should contact the school offi ce 
at (301) 497-4490 or School Board 
Chairman Jane Crowell at
(301) 776-3299 for more details.

CHRISTIAN PIANO TEACH-
ERS — BCM/D is compiling a 
list of Christian piano teachers 
here in Maryland and Dela-
ware.  If you know of a teacher, 
or teach, please send your info 
or related questions via e-mail to 
mcamp@bcmd.org.

 RETREAT TO THE OCEAN 
— The Baptist Retreat Center in 
Ocean City is available for Fall-
Spring Retreats. We can accom-
modate groups as large as 65. For 
more info, call (410) 289-6573 or 
check http://www.OCBaptist.org. 

VAN NEEDED — Disciples Fel-
lowship Int’l, a new church in 
Gaithersburg, Md., is looking for 
a van to provide transportation 
ministry to people who don’t have 
the means on Sundays. We can 
accept a donation or buy. If able 
and willing to help, please call 
Rev. Paul Mulani at (240) 286-9523 
or email: nzosh2002@yahoo.com.

CHURCH ORGAN — New Hope 
Baptist Church has a Thomas Or-
gan - Eldorado 792 to donate to a 
church or a religious affi liate. The 
organ is workable and comes with 

a bench. Recipient must arrange 
for pickup from 11101 Indian Head 
Highway, Fort Washington, MD 
20744 and delivery to their site. If 
interested send E-mail to Trustees
.NewHopeBC@Verizon.net or call 
(301) 938-4665. Point of contact is J. 
Edward Jones, Trustee.

 

Join  Other  Southern  Baptists! 
 Save  on  this  Repositioning  Cruise  Special! 

 

Tour Italy & Cruise 
The Mediterranean, Atlantic, and Caribbean 

23 Days       From $1999* 
 

Costa Cruise Lines has to get the brand new “state-of-the-art” “COSTA 
MAGICA from Italy to Ft. Lauderdale. Take advantage of this exclusive ‘Your 
Man’ Tours vacation package departing November 22, 2005. You’ll spend 
three nights in Rome and two nights in Florence in quality hotels with daily 
sightseeing including: Najad’s Fountain, Aurelian Walls, Quirinale Palace, 
Trevi Fountain, the Pantheon, St. Peter’s Basilica in Vatican City, the 
Coliseum, the Roman Forum, the Basilica of St. Paul and more!  You’ll drive 
through the Tuscan countryside on your way to Florence where ‘your man’ will 
take you on a city tour including The Cathedral, Giotti’s Belltower, and the 
Baptistery, plus a walking sightseeing tour of Siena and a scenic drive to Pisa 
for a city tour including the Leaning Tower.  On November 2 , your group will 
drive to the Italian Riviera to the town of Genoa where you’ll board your 
deluxe Italian ship.  Your exciting ports on this 17 night cruise include: 
Barcelona, Spain  Funchal & St. Cruz de Tenerife in the Canary Islands  
Barbados  St. Lucia  Antigua  St. Maarten and Nassau.  Arrive in Ft. 
Lauderdale December 15, 2005. *Prices per person, double occupancy start 
at only $1999.  Add $34  port charges, taxes and government fees.  Add 
$300 for Outside and $500 for Balcony Staterooms.  Add $700 airfare from 
Philadelphia or Washington Dulles.  Add $ 00 airfare from Baltimore or 
Washington Reagan.    

Space is limited.          $100 deposits are now due! 
For information, reservations and brochure with itinerary call 7 days a week: 

‘YOUR MAN’  TOURS  Carefree vacations since 1967! 1-800-968-7626 

Miscellaneous

Employment



Friendship Evangelism Training 
featuring Rickey Bolden

Saturday, July 23rd from 9AM-1PM
New Samaritan Baptist Church 
(1100 Florida Ave NE, Washington, DC 20002) 

Participants will learn how to use their unique God-given gifts to 
share the Good News of Jesus Christ with their friends, colleagues 
and families.  All materials are free, including a copy of the best-
selling Becoming a Contagious Christian by Mark Mittelberg. 

Walk-ins welcome, or pre-register by calling (703) 838.8791. 


	Front Page
	2005 Wrap-up: Southern Baptists focus on evangelism
	Hands to work, Hearts to serve: The theme for the 2005 Offering for Maryland and Delaware Missions
	Perspectives
	AssocitationLIFE
	PlantLIFE: We all have something to give
	ConventionLIFE
	Stand firm, Pastors’ Conference speakers urge
	Other news from SBC convention in Nashville
	Record attendance, awards, testimonies highlight WMU missions celebration
	Crossover events yield 2,500-plus professions of faith
	Recording artist, former Iraqi soldier, 7-year-old among eight baptized at SBC
	Rankin: thousands ‘swept into God’s Kingdom through tsunami relief work’
	African Americans, Spanish and Koreans meet in Nashville

	EEK! The Church Mouse
	ChurchLIFE
	Part 2: Delaware- Advanced Directives: Advanced Health-Care Directives
	Hands to work, Hearts to serve Prayer Guide
	MercyMe guitarist hails from Middle River Church
	‘Missional’ mindset motivates emerging leaders

	FamilyLIFE
	The light of hope
	CHOSEN Foster Care: A report and a request
	Ready, set, go and serve!!!
	Reel Advice by Kevin C. Neece

	Classifieds
	DC Festival Ad

