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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

HAMPSTEAD,  Md. — 
Faith Church members will 
use Maryland’s favorite 
crustacean to reach out to 
their community. The church 
will host ”The Great Hamp-
stead Crab Soup Cook-Off” 
contest at a local shopping 
center on Sept. 10 in an effort 
to establish a relationship with 
community businesses and to 
reach neighbors for Christ us-
ing personal evangelism.

“Maryland is known for 
crabs. Two of our men came 
up with the idea of having a 
crab soup cook-off in the com-
munity as a way of reaching 
out,” Louis Paradiso, Faith’s 
pastor said.

“We personally met with 
restaurant owners and dis-
cussed what we wanted to 
do – to build unity and reach 
out with the gospel of Christ. 
They all overwhelmingly 
agreed,” Paradiso said. 

The church will set up a 
big tent in the Roberts Field 
Shopping Center with a stage 
for praise bands and puppet 
shows. Kids can jump in a 
giant moon bounce. Church 
members will give away free 
hot dogs, sodas and snow 
cones. 

Participating restaurants 
will either cook on site or 
bring their soups to the tent 
area where they’ll serve up 
samples to visitors. Judges, 
including Hampstead’s mayor, 
will name the winner and 
present awards. 

Paradiso said it’s going to 
be a tough contest. He’s person-
ally eaten at all of the restau-
rants and he said all of the 
soups are excellent. 

Faith Church will not 
have a booth at the Cook-Off. 
Instead, members will be at 

strategic areas where they can 
talk to people one-on-one. As 
shoppers go to stores in the 
center, members will be nearby 
inviting them to the tent to 
taste the soups, hear the music 
and enjoy the events and food. 

Faith Church hosts “The Great 
Hampstead Crab Soup Cook-Off” 

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. — Two 
giants in Christendom, Frank-
lin Graham and Luis Palau 
are coming to the Baltimore/ 
Washington area within the 
next year. The Palau festival 
will be at the National Mall in 
Washington, D.C., 
this fall, Oct. 8-9. 
Last month Graham 
announced he will 
have a festival in 
June 2006 at Cam-
den Yards. The exact 
date is still being 
determined. 

But George 
Beverly Shea won’t 
be singing “How 
Great Thou Art” at 
Franklin’s festival 
and the Palau Fes-
tival won’t feel like 
a church service. 
Both men are reaching out to 
the unchurched with the same 
gospel message offering the 
same gift of Christ’s forgive-

ness packaged in today’s 
wrapping. 

“This is not your father’s 
crusade,” Tom Schetelich, 
chairman of the Franklin 
Graham Baltimore Festival 
Executive Committee said. 
Schetelich is a Baltimore at-
torney who represents many 
local churches and ministries.

Schetelich said the Frank-
lin Graham Metro-Maryland 
Festival is geared for a young-
er audience than his father, 

Billy Graham’s crusades were. 
The festival will include 
testimonies that a younger 
generation will relate to, con-
temporary music geared for 
the area and it will be a more 
multi-media presentation. 

The younger Graham, 
taking the mantle from his 
aging legendary father, agreed 

to come to Baltimore 
after being invited 
by a group of pastors 
and lay leaders, some 
of whom were active 
during the last Billy 
Graham Crusade in 
1981. 

The Franklin Gra-
ham Executive Com-
mittee is now begin-
ning to map out the 
coming year in prepa-
ration for the festival. 

Thom Thornton, 
BCM/D’s evangelism 
consultant and Mitch 

Dowell, BCM/D’s urban 
strategist, both serve on the 
Franklin Graham Executive 
Committee with Schetelich. 

Thornton said churches will 
be informed about the exact 
date of the festival and op-
portunities for pre-festival 
events, counseling/evange-
lism training and post events. 
Thornton said volunteers may 
be involved in prayer walking, 
random acts of kindness, lo-
cal renovations, helping with 
after-school programs and 
handing out flyers in an effort 
to reach out to the city and 
invite people to the festival. 

When people make com-
mitments during the festival, 
counselors help the new 
believers fill out cards. If they 
don’t have a church home, 
the cards are given to local 
churches for follow-up oppor-
tunities. 

Thornton said the Frank-
lin Graham organization takes 
care of the festival. The com-
mittee takes responsibility for 
the organization leading up 
to it and the follow-up after-
wards.

Graham and Palau – A Baltimore/
Washington Great Awakening?

continued on page ten

continued on page nine

Luis PalauFranklin Graham

Lou Paradiso, pastor of Faith Church, Hampstead, his family and some church members sample 

crab soup at a local restaurant. At least four Hampstead restaurants will enter their soups in Faith 

Church’s “Great Hampstead Crab Soup Cook-Off. From left to right in the picture: Ann Klapka, Jared 

Paradiso, Lou Paradiso, Andrea Paradiso, Jesse Paradiso, Brian Klapka, Kayla Paradiso, Cristina Para-

diso, Lynna Paradiso, Sonya Paradiso and Robbin Miller.

2005 Offering 

promotional materials 

available at www.

yourbcmd.org/offering
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I know you’ve heard about 
the man who was asked, 
“Do you have trouble mak-

ing decisions?” To which he re-
plied, “Well, yes and no!” That 
describes so many of us as we 
face multiple decisions even on 
a daily basis. We don’t seem to 
possess a way of filtering our 
decisions in a way that elicits 
good things and not bad.
     There are so many gurus 
out there who are telling us 
that their way is right. This is 
true in virtually every aspect 
of life you name. How does a 
Christian in the 21st century 
find a framework to make 
good decisions in life? Some 
well-meaning people make 
decisions that radically affect 

those around them in negative 
ways.
      Personally I have come to 
three criteria for filtering the 
decisions in my life. (Actually 
there are four because the first 
one is obvious: Seek the Lord 
before you do anything else!)

The backdrop to my ratio-
nale is from Paul’s letter to the 
Romans, Chapter 14. The first 
filter I submit the decision to is, 
“What will be the effect of my 
choice on my life?” (vs. 14) I 
analyze the potential impact on 
me physically, emotionally and 
spiritually. I ask myself, “What 
will it do to my outlook on life 
and on my attitude toward oth-
ers? Will it deepen or lessen my 
interest in spiritual things? Will 

it hinder or help me become the 
person God wants me to be?”
      Secondly, what will be the 
effect of this decision on oth-
ers? (vs. 15) I begin to evaluate 
whether or not this decision 
will cause others to stumble or 
present a temptation to them. 
Ultimately, as a serious disciple 
of Jesus Christ, I must always 
ascertain whether or not my 
decision will hinder my ability 
to witness to others or influ-
ence their lives positively for 
the Lord.
      Thirdly, I ask what will be 
the effect of this decision on 
the cause of Christ…on the 
Kingdom? (vs. 17, 20) It is clear 
that our highest priority is to be 
how the Kingdom is affected 

by our decisions. There was 
no greater priority for Jesus 
and there must not be for us! 
The Kingdom priority is often 
lost in the clamor to build our 
churches, increase our own 
reputations and even get ahead 
for ourselves both profession-
ally and financially. Personal 
kingdom building is, as the 
writer of Ecclesiastes says, “a 
chasing of the wind.”
     As a rule of thumb, if after 
you have asked these three 
questions about a pending 
decision you are still in doubt, 
don’t decide yet. Go slow, keep 
praying, seek wise counsel 
and, most importantly of all, 
keep running it through the 
Kingdom filter.  

How are you filtering your decisions?

Sherry observed our grand-
daughter putting change 
I had left on my bed-side 

table in her pocket. “That’s 
Granddaddy’s money, Ashlyn.” 
 “I know,” she replied, “But I 
am sure Granddaddy would 
want to share!” She was right. 
Some things just fit the cat-
egory of a “given.”

Maryland/Delaware Bap-
tists are kingdom people. We 
know who owns everything, 
don’t we? We realize Christ is 
the head and real owner of the 
church, don’t we? I am sure 
then that all of us would want 
to share.

I am sure we would want 
to share our facilities. Hav-
ing facilities in this real estate 
market is a tremendous bless-
ing. Many of our churches, es-
pecially our newer churches, 
meet in rented facilities. Often 
these are not adequate to 
sustain their growth. Most are 
extremely expensive. Would 
you consider allowing another 
congregation to share your fa-
cilities? After all, as kingdom 
people, I am sure you would 
want to share!

I am sure we would want 
to share our people. I have 
observed that churches who 

give families to help start or 
jumpstart another congrega-
tion are blessed by God. It is 
simply a practice that God 
honors. Pastor, would you 
consider becoming an Antioch 
church and release some of 
your good families to become 
core for a new church plant or 
part of a revitalization team to 
assist an existing congregation 
that needs a new infusion of 
leadership? I do not know of 
anything a congregation can 
do that would better model a 
kingdom spirit than to do this.

I am also sure we would 
want to share our resources. 

As kingdom people, would 
you be willing to consider tar-
geting more of your financial 
resources to touch those out-
side the walls of your church? 
I can often assess the health of 
a church by examining how 
much of a church’s budget is 
focused on the people they are 
trying to reach with the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ. By the way, 
God delights in resourcing 
churches that have the same 
mission that He does!

We are kingdom people. I 
am sure we would all want to 
share!

I am sure everybody wants to share

The first time I heard the 
word “missions” I was a 
youth and a brand new 

Christian. I had no concept of 
whom Annie Armstrong or 
Lottie Moon were. As a matter 
of fact, I think I asked some-
one if our church would ever 
get these two women “paid 
off!” Since those early days 
in my Christian experience, I 
have learned much about the 
meaning of “missions” and 
the importance of this con-
cept. Two of the Bible verses 
that have helped me learn are 
known as the Great Commis-
sion verses. They are found in 
Matthew 28:19-20 and say: “Go, 
therefore, and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe everything I have 
commanded you…”

These verses have helped 
me understand that I must be 
in the “going” business and I 
must be supportive of others 
who are called to go where I 
cannot go. These verses have 
also taught me why we must 
go…to bring people into a per-

sonal relationship with Jesus 
Christ and to teach them how 
to live in that relationship.

It is my conviction that 
Southern Baptists are mission-
ary people and we have devel-
oped the greatest missionary 
force of any denomination in 
the world. From before the 
days of Lottie and Annie we 
have consistently sought to be 
missionary minded people.

Last year we gave in record 
numbers to both our Interna-
tional and North American 
Mission offerings and the 
results have been that we are 
making a difference in the 
lives of people of the world 
and this is good. 

However, what about 
right here in Maryland and 
Delaware? Every week I hear 
reports of how God is at work 
in our area, but we have a long 
way to go if we are ever going 
to reach our multi-state region 
for Christ. There are approxi-
mately four million people in 
our area who need to know 
that someone cares. Many 
years ago I was told that as a 
rule, “people don’t care how 

much you know until they 
know how much you care.” 
Maryland/Delaware Baptists, 
do we care?

During the month of 
September, we could all join 
together and take a giant leap 
toward telling our world “we 
care.” Our 2005 Maryland/Del-
aware Mission Offering goal 
is $240,000. With this money 
we can start new churches, 
strengthen existing congrega-

tions, train leaders and help get 
more of us “Baptists” involved 
in caring for our world.

By participating in this 
offering and our other mission 
offerings, we are attempting to 
say “WE CARE.” The truth is, 
we like to talk about missions, 
but it will take much more 
than talk to win this world. 
What sacrifice are you willing 
to make in order to do more 
than “talk” about missions? 

Let’s do more than just “talk” missions

Annual Meeting of the 

Baptist Convention of MD/DE
November 14-15, 2005

featured guests
H.B. Londen Jr. — Pastoral Ministries for Focus on the Family
Jeff Iorg — President of Golden Gate Seminary
Dr. Gary Frost — Director of Missions in Metropolitan New York

at the Sheraton Baltimore North in Towson, MDat the Sheraton Baltimore North in Towson, MD
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Arundel Association

Grace Church, Pasadena, 
will host a free Summer Gospel 
Concert on Sunday, Aug. 21 at 
6 pm. BCM/D’s praise band, 
PROXIMITY, will be in concert 
along with other local gospel 
groups. Food and fellowship 
will be abundant afterwards. 

About 1,000 people came to 
North Arundel Church, Glen 
Burnie’s, annual bike show, 
including three chapters from 
the Hell’s Angels. Rick Hol-
mes, president of the church’s 
motorcycle ministry, said the 
notorious bikers were respect-
ful and there were no problems. 
In fact, Holmes said they were 
curious, asked a lot of questions 
and seeds were planted. 

Throughout the day, visi-
tors stopped to see the bikes, 
get some pit-beef and funnel 
cakes and hear bands play. The 
church gave 
awards for 
bikes – best of 
show, sport-
ster class, 
sportster cus-
tom, antiques, 
metric bikes 
and touring 
bikes and 
other awards. 

Dale 
Puckett is 
the new 
youth pas-
tor at Faith 
Church, Glen 
Burnie. Puck-
ett is a recent 
graduate from New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 
He and his wife, Christa, are 
from Ohio. 

The church honored out-
going part-time youth pastor 
Clyde Way and his wife, Fran, 
at a special after-church dinner 
on July 10. Past and current 
youth shared about their love 
for Clyde and Fran and some of 
their many wild and wonderful 
experiences  through the years. 
Doug Baughn, youth pastor at 
Lake Shore Church, Pasadena, 
spoke on behalf of the Arundel 
Association honoring Clyde. 
The youth, knowing Clyde is 
a big University of Carolina 
basketball fan, gave him money 
for a UNC game and the church 
gave him a gift certificate for 
the Carolina Inn so he can go, 
stay and see the game. Though 
he’s an avid fan, he’s never been 
to a game. Clyde will continue 
to work with youth as a volun-
teer.

   
Baltimore Association

Colonial Church, Balti-
more, celebrated its 60th anni-
versary on July 17 with special 
services, dinner and a celebra-
tion program with memorabilia 
showing “then and now.” Spe-
cial speakers included BCM/D 
executive director, David Lee 
and P.M. Smith, pastor of Huber 
Memorial Church. 

White Marsh Church, 
Perry Hall, will have a blood 
drive from 1 to 7 pm on Aug. 29. 

The church will have a 
“round-up” Sunday. Everyone is 
invited to wear western apparel 
and bring a covered dish to 
share. The special Sunday em-
phasis offers members a unique 
way to bring friends. 

Middle River Church, 
Baltimore, is partnering with 
Bethlehem Church, Baltimore, 
as part of the “Embrace Balti-
more” initiative. 

Riverside Church, Balti-
more, recently had a strawberry 
festival. One church member 

wrote, “We just got our forks 
and spoons a clickin’ and dug 
into a feast of strawberry fixin’s 
and gave them a lickin’!”

Members and friends 
enjoyed the feast while listen-
ing to special music and play-
ing games. “We just sat and ate, 
listened to the spirited singin’ 
from all of our talented sisters 
and brothers while we cleaned 
our plates.” 

Blue Ridge Association

First Church, Hagerstown, 
had its annual block party to 
kick off VBS. Youth pastor, Mark 
Snyder, said this year’s VBS is 
the biggest the church has had 
in at least five years, averaging 
83 each night with a high of 94. 
They ended it with a celebration 
and snow cones.

Snyder attributes the success 
to the church’s visitation before 

VBS. Church 
members vis-
ited an eight 
block radius 
around the 
church invit-
ing families.  
Forty-eight 
unchurched 
families re-
sponded and 
sixteen new 
families vis-
ited the church 
afterwards.  

The 
church has 
conducted 
follow-up visi-

tation after VBS to every child 
who attended, paying particular 
attention to those who don’t have 
a home church. 

Snyder said the church is in 
a very diverse area with many 
people who are only staying for 
short periods of time. Each year’s 
VBS children change. 

“We only have them for a 
little while,” Snyder said. 

The church recently set up 
a computer lab. When school 
starts, they’ll man it for two 
hours every weekday. Snyder 
said out of 43 children in the 
youth group only four have 
computers. Schools in the area, 
hearing about the lab, have been 
calling to ask about referring stu-
dents there. Snyder said he ex-
pects it to be a great opportunity 
for ministry. The lab is a result of 
a grant through BCM/D. 

First Church’s youth were 
recently awarded an apprecia-
tion certificate from the Adopt-
A-Highway program. The youth 
have been maintaining Downs-
ville Pike from Potomac Edison 
to Route 632 for ten years. Every 
other month they don the bright 
orange vests and pick up trash 
along the route. 

Delaware Association

Mal Utleye from Hockes-
sin Church will lead the annual 
medical evangelism team to 
Moldova in October. This year, 
the team has also been invited 
to extend the ministry to the 
Ukraine. The church in Moldova 
that the team has been working 
with started several churches 
across the Nistra River in the 
Ukraine and are asking the team 
to minister there as well. 

Hockessin is collecting mit-
tens, hats and warm outerwear 
for the children of Moldova. 
Those wishing to donate should 
call the church office at (302) 
239-2403. 

Hurricane Dennis wreaked 
havoc on Florida, but in an un-
usual, yet God-inspired turn of 
events, a mission team bound for 

a town north of Pensacola had 
to change their plans at the last 
minute due to the storm. They 
were packed and ready to go. 
The twenty-nine person team of 
men, women and children, some 
who gave up vacations for the 
trip, were quickly searching for a 
new place to minister. That place 
turned out to be First Southern 
Church, Dover. 

Through a series of emails, 
the church heard about the 
group’s plight and quickly 
called, asking the team to help 
with VBS and some small con-
struction projects. Amazingly, 
that’s exactly what the team had 
intended to do at the original 
mission site. 

In fact, the team matched up 
perfectly with First Southern’s 
needs. First Southern’s VBS 
third grade teacher had to leave 
unexpectedly and one of the 
mission team leaders was set to 
teach third grade. First Southern 
needed help with their youth 
and sure enough, one of the mis-
sion team members was a youth 
minister. 

“It just matched up, head to 
head,” David Moore, pastor of 
education said. 

Moore said the church had 
no problem hosting the team. 
Church members graciously 
agreed to house the members, 
even at the last minute. 

Harrington Church, Mil-
ford, Del., also used some of the 
team members to help with some 
light construction work. 

Eastern Association 

Fenwick Island Church, 
Selbyville, Del., has second Fri-
day night dinners. Each month 
there’s a different theme, Hawai-
ian, Mexican, pizza, etc. 

First Church, Cambridge, 
offers “Lifesavers” classes for 
children. Each Wednesday chil-
dren come for stories, scripture 
memorization, games and food. 

  
Mid-Maryland Association

Manchester Church hosted 
a “Come As You Are” Sunday 
as a way for members to invite 
friends that normally would not 
come to church and those that 
have been away from church for 
a long time. It was followed by a 
cook-out on the church grounds. 

Judy Armacost, mission-
ary to Tasmania, was the guest 
speaker at a recent WMU meet-
ing. 

Members of Mason Dixon 
Church, New Freedom, Pa., 
are collecting small toys, school 
supplies and clothing for Iraqi 
children. The ministry began 
when a church member began 
corresponding with a chaplain 
in Iraq, who shared how service-
men like to keep toys in their 
pockets to give to the children 
they see. Church members began 
bringing in “pocket toys” which 
were shipped to Iraq. That has 
expanded to the school supplies 
and clothing. Now they’re also 
beginning to send dry Gato-
rade® for the soldiers. 

Montgomery Association

Germantown Church will 
celebrate its 141st anniversary 
with a Homecoming on Aug. 21. 
There will be a “memory box” 
where fondest memories of GBC 
can be deposited; areas set aside 
to commemorate many different 
periods during the church’s his-
tory, a dessert contest, homecom-
ing dinner and special music. 
Everyone is welcome to attend, 
but please call the church office 
at (301) 428-3622 by Aug. 7.

Kensington Church will 
celebrate “Christmas in Au-
gust.” The church will have a 
Christmas gathering on Aug. 13 
to enjoy homemade ice cream, 
Christmas cookies and listen 
to Christmas music. It’s also a 
time to bring in school supplies 
for needy children. The supplies 
are gathered and given to local 
charities for distribution. 

Potomac Association

Potomac Heights Church, 
Indian Head, has “Swing” time 
through the summer for youth 
and college students. “SWING” 
is an acronym for Summer 
Wednesday Night Gatherings 
with “I” in the middle. Each 
Wednesday through the sum-
mer, teens and young adults can 
come for worship, games, activi-
ties and unique lessons. 

Prince George’s Association 

The outreach-evangelism 
team of First Church, Suitland, 
takes Jesus to the streets by 
prayer walking the first Satur-
day of every month.

The church hosted a Com-
munity Day/Health Fair and Va-
cation Bible School registration 
last month. The day included 
free food, games and Christian 
fellowship.

Calvary Church, Charles-
ton, S.C., announced that 
George St. Anthony Ferguson, 
Sr., was installed as pastor on 
July 15. Ferguson is the founder 
and former pastor of Christ 
Creative Church, Bladensburg. 

Christopher Wright will be 
in concert at Cresthill Church, 
Bowie, on Sept. 11. Wright has 
been a music leader for the 
annual Creation Festival in 
Pennsylvania and has opened 
for well known Christian artists 
including GLAD, 4Him, Bob 
Carlisle and Chris Rice. 

Susquehanna Association

Calvary Church, Bel Air, 
partnered with Harbor Heights 
Church, Baltimore, as part the 
“Embrace Baltimore” initiative. 
Plans are to share back to school 
parties, making Thanksgiving 
baskets, a Christmas party and 
combined retreats. 

Calvary’s men will have 
a retreat Sept. 9 to 12 at Black 
Rock Retreat Center in Quar-
ryville, Pa. 

Western Association

Joe Dinicola, pastor of Old-
town Church challenged his 
Sunday School to increase their 
attendance to 80, and they beat 
the goal by four. As a reward, 
Dinicola stood behind a six-
foot painting of a fish, with a 
face-hole cut in the fish’s mouth, 
while the Sunday Schoolers 
tossed wet sponges at him. 

“Why is it that they always 
turn out for things like this?” 
asked Dinicola. 

Youth from Grace Church, 
Cumberland, adopted an area 
of Greene Street to clean and 
a sign to maintain. The youth 
weed, plant flowers and mulch. 

Miscellaneous

Inner Harbor Ministry is 
looking ahead to Thanksgiving 
2005. They’re seeking groceries, 
new socks, shirts and pants for 
men, ladies and children, boxed 
cereals and winter coats.  

IHM has many opportuni-
ties for ministry including Fells 
Point Ministry and Volunteers 
in the Marketplace. 

First Church, Hagerstown, kicked off 

VBS with a block party and ended 

with a celebration and snow cones.

Arundel

Baltimore

Blue Ridge

Eastern

Delaware

Mid-Maryland

Potomac

Montgomery

Western

Susquehanna

Prince George’s

Miscellaneous
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By Roger Kim

When asked why a new 
Christian would turn 
down a high-paying 

dream job to join a core group, 
Edward Tsai gives the same 
answer that other Grace Life 
Church members give when 
asked why they are sacrificing 
or limiting their careers.  

We want to plant churches.
To help start Grace Life’s 

new church in downtown 
Baltimore, Ed Tsai and oth-
ers filled out applications and 
underwent lengthy interviews 
to be part of the core group. 
Those who couldn’t commit to 
the time requirements applied 
to be in the support network. 
All contributed sacrificially 
to the new plant and then 
sent out personal fundraising 
letters to contribute more to 
the plant. Those who were late 
sending out their letters voted 
to fine themselves $100 a week 
until their letters were mailed.

Grace Life Church has 
been called a “high com-
mitment” church planting 
model. It didn’t become that 
overnight. Developing the 
congregation’s passion for the 
Lord and commitment to His 
work has been a journey that 
in some ways parallels my 
own spiritual journey. 

When I became a Chris-
tian, I was on track for a 
promising medical career as a 

surgeon. With the entire world 
laid out in front of me, I real-
ized it wasn’t enough. I turned 
to Jesus and found in Him all 
that I could possibly want. 
My life was never the same 
again and I wouldn’t trade my 
relationship with the Lord for 
all the world has to offer. 

At Grace Life, each willing 
person who accepts salvation 

begins that 
same journey 
and arrives at 
a level of pas-
sion and com-
mitment that 
characterizes 
our church.

As a pas-
tor, I try to 
give people a 
vision for life 
that is bigger 
than what 
they see and 
experience 
every day.  

I try to 
help people 
see why 

they’re not satisfied and to 
grasp the larger vision of 
God’s purpose for life. When 
they do, they begin to seek 
Him. That’s the starting point 
in their faith walk. They want 
to know more about God and 
they want to experience Him. 
That’s when God becomes 
real for them and they want to 
know how He can give them a 
truly meaningful life.  

We have a discipleship 
process that includes small 
groups, accountability groups 
and ministry teams to help 
people see and experience the 
real person of Jesus Christ 
who can transform their 
hearts and lives. We believe 
that the keys to discipleship 
are relationship and sharing 
with others the experiences 
we have with God every day. 
Biblical doctrine and princi-
ples are essential, but it takes 
more than learning facts to be 
a disciple of Jesus Christ.

There are two core beliefs 
that my wife and I practice in 
ministry. One, we teach and 

ask for commitment while 
we model it in our lives. Ann 
and I recently received a note 
from a professional woman 
that said our example had 
made a huge impact on her. 
She saw that even with a fam-
ily of four children under the 
age of 10, we took two 2-week 
mission trips to Mexico and 
Africa by taking turns to stay 
home with the children. She 
was convicted of her need 
to increase her commitment 
level to God because of what 
she saw in us. And others 
who regularly witness our 
everyday lives realize that we 
are not asking only them to 
be true to their commitment 
but we are with them in their 
adventure as they try to live 
their lives in obedience and 
commitment to God. 

Second, somebody once 
asked me, “Do you really 
love them, the people in your 
church? Do you?” That ques-
tion has become a litmus test 
for why we do ministry. This 
is why: We take very seri-
ously the people God sends to 
us. We care for them because 
God sent them to us. They 
sense that. Whether or not we 
superficially like the person 
doesn’t matter to us. We love 
them. We really need to love 
the people in our churches if 
we are going to minister ef-
fectively to them. They sense 
God’s love for them in us. 

We think about their 
needs and what we can do for 
them. We try to meet them 
where they are in their lives 
and in their journey with God. 
We invite people to be part 
of our lives by inviting them 
to dinners or asking them to 
come with us while we run 
errands.

We spend intentional time 
getting to know them and 
letting them see us try to be 

faithful to God as a couple 
and as a family. This chal-
lenges people. They listen 
when we invite them to know 
God and to live their lives for 
Him – to give God a chance 
to prove He really is all that 
He says He is and that He will 
prove true to everything He 
promises in His Word.

Do you love the people in 
your church like your own 
family?

When people experience 
God and His love through all 
this, they want to share that 
with others who have never 
experienced it. And when they 
realize that church planting is 
one of the most effective ways 
to do that, they all want to be 
part of it somehow. We have 
sent off as many members as 
are currently in our church. 
We don’t try to retain mem-
bers. Instead we release them 
to plant new churches, be part 
of other ministries and mis-
sion efforts. 

We envision planting 
many more churches in the 
next three years in Canton, 
Baltimore inner city, Colum-
bia, Timonium and more. 
We hope and pray that in the 
future the churches that we 
plant will plant churches that 
plant many more churches. 
Please pray for us that we may 
be faithful and will be able to 
keep up with God as He takes 
us where He wants us.

We are a high commit-
ment church because we serve 
a God who is highly com-
mitted to us and to bringing 
others to know Him.

For more information about 
Grace Life Church, go to www.

gracelifechurch.com. Pastor Roger 
Kim can be reached 

at glcprk@yahoo.com.  

High commitment yields high results in Baltimore

Saturday, 9:30 am – 3 pm 
October 22, 2005 
South Columbia Church 
Columbia, MD

Come to this music reading session and hear new music for adults, 
youth, children, praise and worship and seasonal music! 

30% discount on all print music ordered and a free 
accompaniment track to every church that attends and orders!!

featuring

Robert Wagoner
Conductor/Facilitator
•  Lifeway Christian Resources
•  served on the 1991 Baptist Hymnal   
   Committee
•  featured speaker and conference leader 
   for Music Week at Ridgecrest and Glorieta
•  served as Minister of Music in Texas, 
   Arkansas and Oklahoma

Cost: $22 (includes music packet and lunch)
To register: Cindy Harper at (800) 
466–5290 ext. 0, charper@bcmd.org or 
visit www.yourbcmd.org/autumnsing 

Registration deadline: September 30, 2005

Autumn Sing!
Looking for new music for your church choir?
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HIGHLIGHTS:

The North American Mission 
Board (NAMB) requested 
permission to consider 
Baltimore as a future 

“Strategic Focus City” (SFC) 
ministry site

NAMB’s initial studies 
indicated that Baltimore’s 

Baptist infrastructure 
wouldn’t be able to sustain 
the scope of such an effort

NAMB withdraws, but local, 
suburban and state Baptist 
leaders recognized that God 
was indeed working in their 

beloved Baltimore City

These Baptist leaders 
requested that NAMB 

give them at least a year 
to tweak the process of 

“Embracing Baltimore” and 
to build the appropriate 

infrastructure to ultimately 
qualify as a “SFC”

An “Embrace Baltimore” 
team and network was 

formed to give strategic 
direction to this new 

initiative

Immediately numerous 
“God-sightings” began to 

emerge…

…where, City pastors were 
already praying together on 

a weekly basis

…where, Baptist Family & 
Children’s Services (BFCS) 

felt called by God to partner 
with City officials to nurture 

Baltimore families

…where, as a result 
of a Skycroft retreat, 

neighboring associations 
in Arundel, Mid-Maryland 
and Susquehanna sensed 

God’s call to join the 
Baltimore Association in 
inviting their suburban 
churches to participate 

in what God was doing in 
Baltimore

continued...

What is ‘Embrace Baltimore?’

 What do a hip-hop church, a professional downtown church, a Hispanic fellowship, a French-speaking 

African church and Annie Armstrong’s former church all have in common?

They seek to embrace Baltimore with the love of  Christ. 

What began as an effort on behalf  of  the North American Mission Board (NAMB) to assess Baltimore’s 

readiness to be a Strategic Focus City – a missions endeavor which mobilizes significant financial and people 

resources in a given year – has turned into a grass-roots effort among local leaders who are uniting together 

to advance Christ’s Kingdom in their beloved city. 

Central to the effort is the idea of  partnership... partnerships with city churches, with churches outside 

the Beltway, with the Baptist Convention of  Maryland/Delaware (BCM/D) and its agencies, and with neighboring 

associations and churches in other states. 

Larger resourced churches are connecting with smaller, less resourced churches, making possible what 

seemed insurmountable before. Pastors from church plants and restarts as well as older established churches 

are working, praying and organizing outreach efforts together to see a movement of  God in Baltimore that they 

hope will spread to other urban areas in the region and beyond. 

“As the cities go, so goes our rural areas,” encouraged David Lee, BCM/D executive director.

While the objective of  Embrace Baltimore is to involve the churches of  Baltimore City and surrounding 

Baptist associations (173 churches, 45,616 members) in reaching Baltimore for Christ, what’s really happening 

is that local leaders are being energized and encouraged in their work. Pastors are developing strong bonds 

with each other and gaining much needed strength to minister to the city’s needs. Families are becoming 

healthier because there is an excitement in the air about what God is doing. 

And more than anything, God is being exalted through a united prayer movement that is sweeping across 

the urban streets. 

“That’s why I urge you to pray for absolutely everything, ranging from small to large. Include everything as 

you embrace this God-life, and you’ll get God’s everything” (Mark 11:24, The Message).

‘28 Days of Prayer’ focuses on each community

Day one of  a “28 Days of  Prayer” campaign resulted in two salvation experiences as pastors took 

their prayers and their hearts to the streets of  Baltimore. 

 Beginning July 11 and concluding on Labor Day weekend, pastors and laity from Baltimore and 

beyond are gathering together to prayerwalk the communities surrounding the 28 Southern Baptist 

churches in the Baltimore Association.

Over the past year, Southern Baptist pastors in Baltimore City 

have joined forces in prayer on a weekly basis. As many as 10 pastors 

gather each Wednesday for mutual encouragement and heart-felt 

intercession on behalf  of  their beloved Baltimore.

Steve Hardnett, pastor of  New Christian Bible Church, has already 

seen positive results from these gatherings.

“For me personally, the prayer meetings have been a source of  

therapy and encouragement,” he said, acknowledging that pastors go 

through a lot and often can’t share openly with their congregations.

In addition to networking and sharing of resources, he said the prayer 

times have led to other outings together, such as golf or dinner dates, 

where wives join in and are able to bond with other ministers’ wives.

Not only that, Hardnett believes that the prayer time is the catalyst 

for all the Embrace happenings in Baltimore. “I believe that God is 

moving through this vehicle [of  prayer] for the direction of  Embrace 

Baltimore and the eventual winning of  many to Christ,” he said.

He quickly acknowledged, “Without prayer, we can do nothing.”

Pastors pray together on weekly basis

Photos on this page:

Top: Pastors John Coad of  Foundations of  

Christian Faith Church and Steve Hardnett 

of  New Christian Bible Church labor together 

to reach Baltimore for Christ. Below: Ken 

Weathersby, North American Mission Board

The effort is “an Embrace Baltimore prayer strategy where we reach 

the church communities in the city personally through prayer,” explained 

organizer Bob Hurd, pastor of  Second and Fourth Church in Baltimore. 

He’s thankful for how God already answered prayers in their 

endeavor to show Christ’s love in concrete and practical ways.

“I am a pastor in the city and God has impressed upon me the 

need to reach this city of  Baltimore with prayer,” he said. He likened 

the prayer effort to the age-old pastoral task of  hospital visitation.

“You could call the person in the hospital and tell them you are 

praying for them,” he explained. “Or you can actually show up and 

pray with them in person.”

“Being there makes a difference,” he said.

 For more information, visit online at www.thechurchinc.org.



Opportunity Tour tugs on hearts in Baltimore

Officer Kevin Robinson of the Baltimore City Police 

Department loves the city in which he works.  

And he was excited to see over 80 pastors and church 

leaders interested in making a difference in his beloved city.

“We need to have people who are willing to be on 

mission,” the police officer cheered. “We would love to be able 

to bring people to you for counseling and assistance.”

A member of the department’s Community Affairs Division, 

Robinson shared the insights he gained from his years of police 

service during a July 7-8 Opportunity Tour through Baltimore City. 

The purpose of the tour was to show where God was 

working and to reveal opportunities for church planting and 

new ministries.

Organized by Alanna Davis, BCM/D church planting 

consultant, the Friday tour was preceded by a banquet prayer 

rally the night before at Streetlite Christian Fellowship, where 

city church planters and pastors shared what God was doing in 

their particular neighborhoods.

The 2 1/2-hour bus tour, sponsored by the North 

American Mission Board, the Baptist Convention of Maryland/

Delaware and the Baltimore Association was part of the overall 

Embrace Baltimore strategy to discover opportunities for 

ministry partnerships within the urban environment. 

While traveling throughout the many city streets, five 

officers onboard the two tour buses shared stories of how 

churches can help offset crime in the different communities.

“I’d much rather bring a youth offender to church for 

assistance than bring them to the station,” Robinson explained, 

excited about partnership possibilities. “Once a kid gets 

something on his record, it begins a downward spiral for him.”

How much better would it be if that same kid goes to a 

church and experiences a positive life change, he added.

Along the route, Robinson pointed out a number of 

boarded properties (owners of some are nowhere to be found), 

which he called an open opportunity for a ministry to come in 

and serve the neighborhood.

He cited examples of street corners where preachers 

– some Christian and some Muslim – blare religious music 

and sermons from their sound systems. The simple act deters 

people from selling drugs on that corner, he shared.

What’s needed in Baltimore are “24/7” churches 

– churches where pastors open their doors and preach at 

midnight and who are otherwise available throughout the 

week, he encouraged.

Rob Sugg, missions deployment director at First Church 

in Jackson, Miss., was touched by what he saw. 

“I have been looking for a place in the Northeast for 

our church to be involved for three or four years now. So far, 

I have not found anything that really touched my heart. Until I 

came to Baltimore,” Sugg said.  

“I was so impressed, encouraged and challenged by all 

that was shared in the very brief time together. I don’t think I 

have ever been in a situation in North America where it is so 

obvious that God is moving.” 

He added, “I really want our church to be a part of that.”

Aware of the city’s needs, John Draper, director of 

missions, Baltimore Association, presented potential church 

plant sites where partnerships were desired: Curtis Bay, site of 

a feeding ministry interested in becoming a church; along the 

Perring Parkway Corridor near Morgan State University, working 

among African Americans; and in the Sinclair/Monrovia area, 

among French-speaking Africans who are susceptible to Muslim 

influences.

Those interested in leading their churches to embrace 

future church plants were given opportunities to partner in the 

following ways: be a Primary Church Partner for a church plant 

with a three-year financial commitment; be a Clustering Church 

Partner in covenant with one or more churches to plant a new 

church; be a Supporting Church Partner to assist financially or 

project-by project; send mission teams and provide support 

other than monetary support; pray for the Baltimore church-

planting effort; partner with an existing Baltimore church 

instead of or in addition to a church plant; or contribute 

financially to the church planting effort over the next three 

years wherever the need is greatest.

Nearly 40 people signed Covenants of Commitment 

indicating they wanted to join in on what God was doing in 

Baltimore.
Over 660,000 people live in Baltimore, three out of four 

of which do not have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, 

summarized BCMD’s David Lee at the close of the tour.

“I believe this is our moment,” he asserted. “I don’t 

believe we have had such a great opening since the days Annie 

Armstrong walked the streets of Baltimore.”

Photos on this page: 

Top: John Draper, director of  missions, Baltimore Association, stands ready 

to minister to the city he loves; Pastor Steve Hardnett points out areas 

in his ministry neighborhood near Pikesville; Bottom (L to R): Officer 

Kevin Robinson from the Baltimore City Police Department shares about 

crime trends in Baltimore during the June 8 Opportunity Tour; Church 

planter Rob Steinbach prays while others worship at a prayer rally, on 

the eve of the Opportunity Tour, held at Streetlite 

Christian Fellowship in Federal Hill.

WHAT IS GOD DOING INWHAT IS GOD DOING IN

BALTIMORE?BALTIMORE?



91 volunteers rejoice over after-school

program in Sharp-Leadenhall community

Over 90 volunteers indicated interest in serving in an after-

school enrichment program at Federal Hill Preparatory School in an 

emotional standing-room-only rally at Streetlite Christian Fellowship 

on May 19. Actual recruitment of volunteers will begin in August.

Some of the volunteers, members of Streetlite, are within 

walking distance from the Baltimore City school. 

Others, from Covenant Church, live at least 30 minutes away in 

Columbia, Md.
At the rally, the crowd of volunteers learned about the structure 

of the Baltimore Neighborhood Enrichment Project after-school 

program to be kicked off officially in October 2005.

 The program will offer 80-90 first through eighth graders 

academic enrichment from 3-4 p.m. from trained teachers who are 

being paid overtime to teach; followed by two hours of character 

development, physical educational activity, music and drama, arts 

and crafts and field trips led by members of the Baptist community.

The elementary school is primarily attended by students 

from the South Baltimore community of Sharp-Leadenhall, an 

economically-depressed area, said Bill Simpson, Baptist Family & 

Children’s Services’ director of development. 

In addition, provided that sufficient funding is raised, the 

BFCS’s Good Samaritan Network will have a full-time social worker 

who will work with the students’ families.

School Prinicipal Sharon Van Dyke, who has a long-standing 

relationship with Streetlite, is very excited about the possibilities.

“With all the negative forces [around our children], sometimes 

school is the only place there is someone to help them work things 

out,” she shared.

“With your help in the after-school program, we can give 

them something other than school work,” like art, music and skill 

development, she said.

BCM/D to launch $2 million campaign 

to start and strengthen churches in Baltimore

In its May 2005 meeting, the General Mission Board of the 

Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware approved a $2 million 

capital fund-raising campaign to assist in starting new churches 

and strengthening existing churches in the urban areas of the 

multi-state convention, reports John Faris, director of finance 

and development/treasurer at the BCM/D. The campaign, which 

will also be used to fund ministry evangelism projects, will of-

ficially be launched at the annual state convention meeting in 

Towson this November.

“We have to look at entire families, because 

many of the older siblings are looking after 

the children,” she added. The extra hour of 

enrichment lets them be with their peers and 

adult mentors so they are not just taking care of their 

siblings.
“It will be nice when, beyond the instructional day, 

these children will have a safe place to play,” she said.

Also in the crowd was Deborah Silcox, director of 

partnerships with the Baltimore City Public School System.

“First of all, God bless the Baptists!” she cheered, 

before thanking participants for making the 

Baltimore City School System part of their mission.

“Somewhere in your life, you have been 

touched by someone who reached out to you,” 

she said. “It is so important that we do the 

same.”
Dan Crow, pastor of Covenant Church, is 

excited about the partnership.

Though he lives in the suburbs, he has a 

heart for the city. Acknowledging that many flee 

the city to get away from its problems, Crow 

noted that the heavenly place in Rev. 21-22 

was not a “rurality” or “country,” but a “a big 

city!”  
“We’re getting on-the-field preparation 

right now,” he cheered.

‘Church Picnic’ reveals power of partnership

It was a perfect day for a picnic, especially one sponsored by a 

variety of Baltimore area churches and associations.

Affectionately dubbed the “Church Picnic,” the daylong event 

held in Druid Hill Park in Baltimore on July 9 had all the time-honored 

traditions of church picnics, complete with church families, scattered 

blankets, grilled foods, gigantic cakes, football and inspiring music.

And it didn’t hurt to have a few celebrities as well. 

On hand were actor/evangelist Stephen Baldwin, pro-skater 

Tim Byrne and Gospel recording artist Cheryl Torain. Other musical 

performances included local hip-hop artists and church choirs.

A special Sportzone and Kindertown gave families opportunities 

to play while hearing musical presentations and inspiring testimonies 

of faith from a centrally situated stage and sound system.

Around 425 people enjoyed the event, which also was 

sponsored jointly by Youth Imagery Company; the Luis Palau 

Ministry; the Mayor’s Office of Children, Youth and Families; the 

Baltimore City Fire, Police and Health Departments; the Baltimore 

City Department of Recreation and Parks; and the Fellowship of 

Christian Athletes.

Photos on this page: 

Top: Volunteers pray over opportunity to minister in the after-school 

enrichment program; Deborah Silcox of  the Baltimore City Public School 

Board System, standing alongside Bill Simpson of  Baptist Family & Children’s 

Services, commends Baptists for their involvement in the school system; 

Brian Zimmerman, pastor of  Streetlite Christian Fellowship, interviews Federal 

Hill Preparatory School Principal Sharon Van Dyke (C) and Denise Taylor, 

instructional supervisor (R). Bottom: Ryan Palmer, pastor of  Seventh Church, 

partners with actor/evangelist Stephen Baldwin (L) and pro-skater Tim Byrne 

(R) in sharing the Gospel at the “Church Picnic.” 

The Picnic was organized by Ryan Preston Palmer, pastor 

of the historic Seventh Church and founder of the Youth Imagery 

Company, a faith-based non-profit organization committed to 

improving the lives of Baltimore-area youth. Twelve years in the 

making, the “Church Picnic” was Palmer’s dream to gather churches 

together for recreation and inspiration. 

“We knew that churches would need to work with other 

churches and city agencies would have to cooperate with one 

another, but no one had any idea how daunting a 

task it was going to be to make it happen,” Palmer 

related.
 “Some of the most distressed areas in the 

city are the most saturated with churches,” said 

Palmer.  “It is encouraging to see pastors placing 

kingdom building above congregation building.”   

Already, “40-plus churches have signed on 

for next year’s ‘Church Picnic,’ AND we received 

an invitation to duplicate the picnic in Washington, 

D.C.,” Palmer rejoiced. 

“First of all, God bless 

the Baptists!” 



HIGHLIGHTS: 
continued...

…where, Mitch Dowell 
(pictured below) felt 
God’s call to relocate 
from the Chicago area 

to Maryland as BCM/D’s 
new urban strategist 
to develop ways to 

effectively minister to 
the City’s population

…where, BFCS initiated 
a pilot after-school 

program in Federal Hill, 
in partnership with 
Streetlite Christian 

Fellowship and Covenant 
Church, Columbia, Md.

…where, BCM/D felt 
called to raise $2 

million to undergird 
planting new churches 

and strengthening 
existing ones in the 

urban areas of 
the multi-state 

convention 
focusing initially 

on Baltimore 
City

…where, 
surrounding 
churches and 
those around 
the country 

participated in 
an “Opportunity 

Tour,” praying and 
considering ways to 
partner in ministry

…where, neighboring 
churches partnered 
together to sponsor 

a“Church Picnic,” a City-
wide outreach effort 
featuring local artists 

and actor Stephen 
Baldwin

…where, local pastors 
hosted “28 Days of 

Prayer,” a prayerwalking 
journey through the 
diverse communities 
surrounding the 28 
churches within the 
Baltimore beltway

…where, local pastors 
and lay leaders took 

ownership of the 
“Embrace” process, 

taking the love of Christ 
to the streets in a 

myriad of ways

CHURCH-T0-CHURCHCHURCH-T0-CHURCH
PARTNERSHIPS DEFINEPARTNERSHIPS DEFINE
‘EMBRACE BALTIMORE’‘EMBRACE BALTIMORE’

Columbia, Md. — Lyn O’Berry, pastor of Linthicum Church, sat at an emotional meeting at Skycroft Conference Center listening to Baltimore pastors sharing excitedly about what God is doing in the city and how He is meeting great needs. One of those young pastors was Ryan Preston Palmer, pastor of Seventh Church. 
O’Berry felt Palmer’s passion. When an opportunity arose for churches outside of the Baltimore beltway to partner with those on the inside, O’Berry felt drawn to help Palmer and Seventh.  

O’Berry took the partnership possibility to Linthicum and the congregation immediately embraced the idea. He and Palmer met at a Baltimore restaurant and committed to a partnership the time honored way - with a handshake. 
“I felt God leading me to him,” O’Berry said. Palmer, O’Berry said, is courageously trusting God to revitalize Seventh, and God is blessing. Seventh Church has grown under Palmer’s pastorate from 17 to 70 members. They’ve even been helping with a church plant and working with other churches by sharing teachers and worship leaders. Seventh Church has a rich history, dating back at least 20 years prior to the Civil War. It’s the church Annie Armstrong called home. 

 The relationship is just three months old but they’re already enthusiastically blending. Seventh ladies joined Linthicum ladies for a mother/daughter tea, Seventh members aided Linthicum with a neighborhood carnival for a VBS kickoff and they helped with and participated in a sports camp. O’Berry is happy his church accepted the partnership so quickly and that relationships are forming, but even he is surprised at how much his members are willing to help. He took a group of ladies from the church’s “lunch bunch” group with him to Seventh. They met with the ladies from Seventh to learn how they could help them minister.   “Right away our folks were ordering new tables and chairs, clocks for the walls and video equipment,” O’Berry said. Used materials just wouldn’t do. The church wanted to buy new equipment.
Linthicum funded some of the costs, but most, O’Berry said, came from direct donations. 
“The ladies told the church what we needed and money just came out of the woodwork to pay for it,” he added.Seventh Church has an active evangelism program. O’Berry hopes that Seventh’s evangelism team will help Linthicum with outreach. Linthicum also hopes to help Seventh utilize a large fellowship hall Seventh has. 

The ideas keep coming and it’s still early in the partnership. And the blessings are flowing both ways.
“Churches are families,” O’Berry said. “When you start thinking about it as a family, it’s different.”
Partnerships aren’t new to BCM/D. The convention partners with other conventions, with associations, with regions and with other countries and people groups. But formal two-year covenant partnerships between our own churches are unique.City churches, inside the Baltimore Beltway, are partnering with suburban churches outside of the beltway in an effort 

to better resource and strengthen the city churches. Both churches, as with Linthicum and Seventh Churches, are reaping the rewards of partnership.   
“Partnership is a way to assist inner city churches and build some strength and some inner city structure,” Bill Crowe said. Crowe is director of missions for Mid-Maryland Association and the Embrace Baltimore church partnership coordinator.

“It’s the first effort in which we’ve put a particular emphasis on a city, on a particular 
location to encourage partnerships to 
happen,” Crowe said.

“We minister in Puebla, Mexico, 
and maybe something regional, but 
why not right next door to us?” Phil 
Respass said. Respass is worship 
pastor of Friendship Church, Sykesville. 
Friendship has entered into a 
partnership with New Christian Bible 
Church in Baltimore. 

So far the churches have joined 
choirs at Friendship Church, they’ve 
had a picnic together and a men’s 
fellowship. 

“Our musicians were excited to 
hear new voices,” Respass said. “It 
helps us get outside of the box.”  

Friendship hopes to help New 
Christian Fellowship with construction 
when New Christian secures building permits.  

At least 38 churches are expressing an interest in church-to-church partnerships and more than a dozen are finalizing commitments. Crowe said the idea is new but interest and potential is tremendous.
“Most churches don’t have a clue about what the needs are in Baltimore,” Crowe said.
Crowe said that through Embrace meetings, Baltimore pastors began sharing those needs and pastors of suburban churches began listening and responding. 
“City churches are beginning to realize that somebody cares,” Crowe said. 
“In my opinion we’ve defined Embrace Baltimore and taken it to a whole new level,” Crowe said. “It’s beginning to take on a life of its own.”

Top: Brian Zimmerman, pastor of  Streetlite Christian Fellowship and Danny Crow, pastor of  Covenant Church, partner through the after-school program; Bottom: Ryan Preston Palmer and Lyn O’Berry embrace a partnership that has proven to be a blessing to both their churches.

By Sharon Mager, staff writer

Churches interested in partnering 

or in learning more about 

Embrace Baltimore, can access the 

Embrace Baltimore website at 

www.embracebaltimore.org, 

or, call Bill Crowe, 

1-888-362-2586. 

Mitch Dowell, BCMD’s new Urban Strategist 
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BEGIN A RELATIONSHIP 

WITH GOD

GOD’S INITIATIVE:

God sent his son, Jesus, to die 
on the cross, paying the penalty 
for your sins, and promised 
“everyone who believes in Him 
will not perish but have eternal 
life.” John 3:16

OUR RESPONSE:

ADMIT…that you need to be 
rightly related to God. Under-
stand that you are sinner. Pride 
keeps us from doing some of 
the most important things in 
life.  Without God’s interven-
tion, your sin will ultimately 
lead to death and eternal 
separation from God. “No one 
is good –- not even one. No one 
has real understanding; no one 
is seeking God.”  Romans 3:10
“For all have sinned; all fall 
short of God’s glorious stan-
dard.” Romans 3:23

REPENT…from your sin and 
turn to God accepting by faith 
His gift of salvation. “Now 
turn from your sins and turn to 
God, so you can be cleansed of 
your sins.”  Acts 3:19 “For the 
wages of sin is death, but the 
free gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Romans 6:23 

BELIEVE…that God’s son, Je-
sus Christ, makes it possible for 
you to have a relationship with 
God. “For God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to 
himself…” 2 Corinthians 5:19
“This is real love. It is not 
that we loved God, but that 
He loved us and sent His son 
as a sacrifi ce to take away our 
sins.”  1 John 4:10

CONFESS…your sin to God.  
If you want to make this choice 
now, you can express that de-
sire to God in a prayer similar 
to this one: “Dear God, I know 
I am a sinner. I believe Jesus 
shed his blood, died and rose 
again to take the punishment 
for my sin. I accept your offer 
of forgiveness and eternal life.  
I thank you for what you have 
done for me, and I give you my 
life from this day forward.”

EXPRESS…your faith publi-
cally. Share it with a Christian 
friend or a pastor.  You will 
want to become involved in 
a local church where you can 
grow in your knowledge of 
Christ.  If you choose a Baptist 
church, you will be encouraged 
to be baptized as a public 
expression of your faith.
“If you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you 
will be saved.  Anyone who 
believes in Him will not be dis-
appointed.” Romans 10:9; 11

DEDICATE…yourself as a 
fully devoted follower of Jesus 
Christ.  Receiving God’s gift of 
forgiveness through Christ will 
set your life in an opposite di-
rection of the one you’ve been 
going. Now you are following 
God. “Jesus said to all of them, 
‘If people want to follow me, 
they must give up the things 
they want. They must be will-
ing to give up their lives daily 
to follow me.’” Luke 9:23 

Scripture from the 
New Living Translation

Schetilick said people are 
already asking what they can 
do to help. He said there is 
a need for prayer up to and 
throughout the event. In a few 
months, vol-
unteers will 
be needed 
for hands-on 
work.  

“We’re 
very excited 
about Frank-
lin coming 
to Balti-
more,” Shet-
elick said. 
“This will be 
the biggest 
thing he’s 
done domes-
tically.” 

Shetelick 
said the 
mayor and 
governor’s 
offices are 
both expressing support for 
the festival.

D.C. Festival with Luis 
Palau, subtitled “Great Music! 
Good News!” promises to be a 
huge, spectacular free evange-
listic festival. 

The Main Stage will 
showcase some of the biggest 
names in today’s Christian 
rock, pop, gospel and hip-hop 
music including Steven Curtis 
Chapman, Third Day, Kutless, 
Jaci Velasquez, Tobymac, Jump 
5, CeCe Winans and Yuri. 

But the big names of music 
are only a part of this extrava-
ganza. There will be children’s 
areas featuring Veggie Tales 
characters Bob and Larry, face 
painting, games and drama. 
Sports fans can meet profes-
sional and amateur Christian 
athletes at the “Sports Zone.” 

A huge draw to the fes-
tivals, The “Livin’ It” sports 
tour will make a stop at the 

National Mall. In preparation, 
a 9,000 square foot skate park 
will be built where youth-
ful fans can watch profes-
sional skateboarders and BMX 

bikers show their stuff and 
hear them share how they 
live out their faith from day 
to day. “Livin’ It” is emceed 
by actor/evangelist Steven 
Baldwin, who’ll also share his 
testimony. Baldwin narrates a 
“Livin’ It” video that the Palau 
organization very successfully 
distributes. 

“The idea is to take the 
old crusade model, created by 
Billy Graham who still does 
it better than everyone, and 
offer it in an unconfined area 
where it’s open to come and 
go as you please. It’s less like 
church,” Craig Chastain, Pa-
lau’s publicist said. Chastain 
said the festivals are designed 
to reach the unchurched. 

“Luis is an evangelist, 
that’s his primary focus,” 
Craig said. The message is the 
main thing and Chastain said 
the gospel is shared in each of 
the different festival compo-
nents. Palau preaches for 45 

minutes each day of the fes-
tival and he includes with an 
altar call. Volunteers counsel 
those who make decisions and 
the Palau organization directs 

believers to local 
churches, and the 
Palau organiza-
tion also follows 
up.  

“Palau is 
a huge fan of 
Billy Graham,” 
Thom Thornton 
said. “Until a 
few years ago 
their events were 
almost identical, 
but then Palau 
went from a cru-
sade to a festival 
model and really 
altered how they 
do it.” 

Luis Palau 
was born in 
Buenos Aires, 

Argentina. In 1952, the then 
eighteen-year-old Palau heard 
Billy Graham on a short wave 
radio. He didn’t know who he 
was listening to at first, but 
he prayed asking God to use 
him to bring others to Christ 
just as the man on the radio 
had firmed his resolve to live 
completely for Jesus. Palau 
learned afterwards that the ra-
dio preacher’s name was Billy 
Graham. He later bought the 
Spanish version of Graham’s 
book, “The Secret of Happi-
ness.” Palau studied Graham’s 
thoughts about the beatitudes.

When he had to lead a 
Bible study at the last min-
ute when the leader didn’t 
show up, Palau used what 
he learned from the book. A 
woman stood up and started 
to cry because her heart was 
not pure. Palau led her to the 
Lord. This was a moment 
of discovery for Palau. God 

showed him that he was the 
vehicle; the Holy Spirit did the 
convicting. 

Palau ministered through-
out the world, beginning with 
South American countries. He 
felt a burden for the United 
States late in the 80’s. He felt 
that he wanted Billy Graham’s 
counsel and blessing on reach-
ing the United States. Ironical-
ly, Graham called Palau after 
reading an article in “Christi-
anity Today.” He encouraged 
Palau and, though he told him 
he didn’t need his blessing to 
evangelize the United States, 
he gave Palau his blessing 
anyway. 

Since he began his 
ministry in 1952, Palau has 
preached to over 20 million 
people face-to-face in 70 coun-
tries. Palau adopted festival 
evangelism around 1999 feel-
ing that it makes a difference 
ministering where people are 
– like preaching in the mar-
ketplace as Paul did. 

His radio broadcasts in 
both English and Spanish are 
heard by millions on over 2100 
radio stations in 48 countries. 
He’s authored nearly 50 books 
and many more articles about 
the Christian faith. He’s also 
counseled with political lead-
ers throughout the world, 
including multiple trips to the 
White House since Sept. 11. 

Palau is now a United 
States citizen. He and his wife, 
Pat, live in Portland, Ore. 
They have four sons and nine 
grandchildren.

Churches and individu-
als who would like to help 
with the festival should access 
www.palau.org/dcnational. 

Information about the 
Franklin Graham Metro-
Maryland Festival will com-
municated to BCM/D church-
es as it becomes available.

Graham and Palau – A Baltimore/Washington 
Great Awakening?
continued from page one

September 29, 9AM-4PM September 29, 9AM-4PM •• Baptist Center, Columbia, MD Baptist Center, Columbia, MD

Evangelism training event with Dr. Will McRaney, professor 

of  Evangelism at New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary
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A L W A Y S 

H A P P E N S  T H E 

S A M E  WA Y—

ONE  PERSON EFFECT IVELY 

COMMUNICAT ING  THE 

PERSON AND MESSAGE  OF 

JE SUS  CHRIST  TO  ANOTHER .

Personal evangelism is the 
foundation for all church growth. 
As the culture and landscape 
of  America shifts people are 
looking for spiritual answers to 
life’s significant questions. In the 
increasingly crowded marketplace of  
spiritual ideas, however, people are 
looking to the church less and less.

Will McRaney addresses this 
problem at the heart of  the 
solution. If  the Kingdom of  God is 
to expand, individual Christians will 
have to learn to communicate their 
faith in a way that is engaging, 
personal and relevant to the 
listening culture today.

S H A R I N G  J E S U S  I N  A  C H A N G I N G  C U L T U R E

C O S T :  $ 1 2
(with lunch and a copy of McRaney’s book 
“The Art of Personal Evangelism”)

R E G I S T R A T I O N
Carol Batson, (800) 466-5290, ext. 224, 
cbatson@bcmd.org or visit us 
online at www.yourbcmd.org/
artofevangelism. Deadline is September 23.

    T H E A R T

 O F P E R S O N A L

E V A N G E L I S M
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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

BALTIMORE, Md.— 
Married couples at Colonial 
Church, Randallstown, make 
banners for their spouses, sing 
songs to each other and even 
give one another love tokens 
– and they’re not newlyweds 
– some have been married for 
over 25 years. But they’re all 
“Honeymooners.” That’s the 
name of the church’s couple’s 
ministry that draws about 
50 people each Sunday to a 
couples’ Sunday school class 
and many more to church 
sponsored romantic rendez-
vous. 

They‘ve capitalized on 
the “Honeymooners” theme, 
getting plenty of laughs and 
having fun using film clips 
and skits from the old “Hon-
eymooners” show that fea-
tured Jackie Gleason. But the 
ministry has been more than 
fun. 

“We’ve seen lives 
changed,” Jacqueline An-
derson said. Anderson is the 
couples’ ministry coordina-
tor, working alongside her 
husband Robert Anderson, Jr., 
pastor of Colonial Church. 

“The ministry helps build 
leadership,” she said. Robert 
and Jacqueline explained that 
the weekly classes provide a 
perfect opportunity for dis-
cipleship. And as the couples 
grow in Christ, they begin 
taking leadership roles.

“We don’t just see couples’ 
ministry as an end to itself. 
The goal is to mature the 
body,” Robert said.

The need for leadership 
was the spark that ignited Rob-
ert’s passion for couples’ min-
istry. Anderson said that while 
pastoring at a previous church 
he was looking for deacons and 
other leaders, but 
he kept finding 
problems. 

“Every time 
something was 
wrong,” he said. 
There were mari-
tal/family issues 
and many were 
divorced. At night 
he spent time 
away from home 
doing marital 
counseling. Robert 
began thinking it 
would be a great 
idea to bring 
married couples 
together – thus a 
couples’ Sunday school class 
began, combining discipleship 
with a little fun group therapy. 
That grew into a successful 
ministry. In 2003, Colonial be-
gan the same type of program. 

The couples ministry team 
is led by Bible teacher Robert, 
Jacqueline as coordinator, Fred 
and Shanae Murray as the so-
cial coordinators and Dean and 
Angela Smith, class chaplains. 

In addition to the weekly 
classes, the ministry sponsors 
a formal sweetheart’s banquet, 
quarterly dinners, seminars 
and even an annual softball 
game. 

Fred and Shanae have been 
married for almost 17 years. 
They attended Family Life 
Today weekend getaways and 
benefited from and enjoyed 
them, but the conferences were 
just once a year and that, she 
said, wasn’t enough. 

Jacqueline Anderson 
agrees. “Consistency is so im-
portant,” she said.  

The Sunday school class, 
in addition to the discipleship 
element provides one day a 
week couples are together, both 
in body and soul. Husband and 
wife are focusing on the same 
material. 

Shanae said the class 
touches all areas including 
intimacy, finances and dealing 
with children. 

“We learn from each other 
and hold confidences,” she 
said. 

They recently studied the 
Song of Solomon and now 
they’re studying the book of 

Ruth. Shanae said couples have 
home assignments. One was 
for husbands to make ban-
ners of love for their wives, 
demonstrating love, affection 
and admiration, and then they 
brought them to class and 
presented them. Wives were 
to write a song, or create a ro-
mantic poem to present to their 
husbands in class. 

Another key component 
to the ministry is the dinner 
for six. Every quarter, couples 
sign up to either host or attend 
a dinner. Three couples are as-
signed together. Those couples 
meet at the hosts’ home for the 
evening and have an opportu-
nity to fellowship. Jacquelyn 
said many good friendships 
were formed as a result of the 
dinners. 

One of the highlights of 
the “Honeymooners” is the an-
nual sweetheart’s banquet. The 
formal event gives the ladies an 
opportunity to dress in gowns 
and the men to dress in tux-
edos. Besides dinner, dancing 
and romance, a special speaker 
encourages couples to glorify 
God in their marriages. 

One lucky couple is chosen 
as “Sweetheart of the Year” and 
their names are engraved on a 
plaque at the church. 

The purpose statement for 
the banquet is “…to revive the 
hearts of all who are open to 

falling in love all over again 
with their ‘honey’ and thank 
our Lord Jesus Christ for such a 
blessing.”

In addition to the class 
and the special events, the 

church recognizes 
those with wedding 
anniversaries on 
the fourth Sunday 
of each month and 
those couples receive 
small gifts. 

The church has 
seen the impact of 
the class and the 
ministry. As the 
couples mature, they 
grow into leaders. 

“We’ve really 
seen the fruit of our 
labors,” Jacqueline 
said. 

And the Sunday 
school grew. 

“It had an immediate 
impact. The kids had to come 
with the parents. We’ve added 
at least 20 children,” Robert 
said. 

As leaders, the Andersons 
benefit from the ministry. Rob-
ert said that he and Jacqueline 
both ministered at the church, 
but in different areas. This is 
something they do together. It 
also keeps them accountable. 

“People are looking at 
you,” he said. 

And it helps Robert and 
Jacqueline to get to know other 
couples more intimately. 

Robert said the most 
important needs he sees in cou-
ples include spiritual maturity, 
prioritizing, financial stability 
and dealing with moral issues. 

The Andersons met at 
Carver Bible College in Geor-
gia. They began to notice each 
other while taking voice les-
sons and working on a 13-page 
song together, “How Beautiful 
Upon the Mountains.” The two 
became friendlier while they 
ministered together on a mis-
sionary field trip to Louisiana 
and over time they fell in love. 

Robert and Jacqueline 
celebrated their 26th wedding 
anniversary on July 7 while 
vacationing in Hawaii. They 
have four children, Shani, 
23; Robert III, 19; Nia, 16 and 
Jamila, 10.

Honeymooners love the Lord and each other

 “This is a laid back out-
reach event, where we’ll talk 
to people and share with them 
about Jesus Christ, as the 
opportunity presents itself,” 
Paradiso said. The church will 
have Friend Day at the church 
on the day after the Crab Soup 
Cook-Off, so as church mem-
bers interact with the visitors 
they will also have an oppor-
tunity to invite them to the 
special church service.

“We’re excited about the 
opportunity to let people 
know who we are, but the 
main thrust is to share the 
gospel with people in the 
community.” 

This Cook-Off means a lot 
to the church. It’s an outreach 
for the community, but is 
also a new beginning for the 
church. 

“God has really opened 
a great door here,” Paradiso 

said. But the door isn’t just 
opening for people to come 
into the church; it’s opening 
to let the church members out 
and into the world to engage 
the community around them. 
That’s the church’s emphasis. 

“Hampstead is a huge 
mission field,” Paradiso said. 
When he and his wife, Sonya, 
came from planting a church 
in Mississippi last year, Para-
diso said the first thing they 
noticed were hundreds of 
houses, very few churches and 
even fewer people concerned 
about making God the top 
priority in their lives. 

As the new couple vis-
ited Hampstead, they found 
people with the same heart for 
ministry. 

Outreach ministries are 
flourishing at Faith – visiting 
nursing homes and working 
with the homeless. Instead 

of having the typical moth-
er/daughter and father/son 
events at the church, Faith 
members have them at a local 
rescue mission.

At Easter, church mem-
bers handed out 200 Easter 
eggs at the same shopping 
center where the Cook-Off 
will be. But the Cook-Off will 
be much bigger. Paradiso 
expects an opportunity to see 
1,000 to 1,500 people stop by 
the tent. 

And the church is ready. 
They skipped the annual mis-
sion trip this year to put all of 
their efforts into the Cook-Off. 
This is their mission this year 
– reaching their community

In preparation, the church 
has been prayerfully pouring 
their time, energy and talents 
into the Cook-Off. This prepa-
ration is also helping members 
develop and hone leadership 

skills as they prepare with ad-
vertising, administrative func-
tions, food preparation and all 
of the other jobs involved. 

“This is a great opportu-
nity to become relational, to 
show our community that we 
understand and that we care 
and to share what Christ has 
done for us and what He can 
do for them,” Paradiso said.

“People aren’t interested in 
how much you know,” Parad-
iso said. “They’re interested in 
how much you care. We pray 
this will be a big step in mak-
ing Faith Church of Hamp-
stead a great lighthouse and 
presence in the community.”

“We’re small, but commit-
ted. You don’t need to have 500 
to have an effective ministry,” 
Paradiso said. It really depends 
on God’s people being obedient 
and using their gifts to serve 
Jesus Christ, he said.

“The Great Hampstead Crab Soup Cook-Off” 
continued from page one

Colonial Church’s Honeymooners are led by a three-

couple ministry team pictured above from left to right, 

Jacqueline and Robert Anderson, Shanae and Fred 

Murray and Frances and Walter Jones.

Jeff and Tody Fuller were chosen as the 

2005 Sweethearts of the Year by the 

Colonial Honeymooners.
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MAIL, E-MAIL, OR 

FAX YOUR AD 

Deadlines are the 

second Friday of 

each month for the 

following month’s 

issue. Classified 

advertising is 75 cents 

per word ($18.00 

minimum) for BCM/D 

churches and church 

members; 85 cents 

per word ($20.00 

minimum) for non-

profit organizations; 

and 95 cents per word 

($25.00 minimum) 

for commercial 

organizations. Word 

count does not 

include words with 

two letters or less. 

Contact us for display 

ad pricing. 

Acceptance of 

advertising does 

not constitute an 

endorsement of any 

advertiser’s products 

or services.

To Place an Ad

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
TEACHERS NEEDED — Ber-
wyn Baptist School, a small 
Christian school near the Univ. 
of MD, is seeking a part-time 
P.E. teacher, as well as cert. Gr. 
2,5,7 teachers for 2005-2006, for 
all subj. including Bible study. 
Med. plan available. Call Roger 
M. White, Dir., at (301) 474-1561 
or fax letter and resume to (301) 
441-3178 or email bbscolleg-
epark@hotmail.com.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
DIRECTOR — Allen Memorial 
Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time children’s ministry director. 
Send resume to Allen Memorial 
Baptist Church at 231 N. Divi-
sion St., Salisbury, MD 21801 or 
pastor.ambc@comcast.net.

ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR 
EVANGELISM AND OUT-
REACH — New Vision Bible 
Fellowship Church, Woodlawn, 
Baltimore County, MD has an 
opening for Associate Pastor for 
Evangelism and Outreach. New 

Vision is staffing pastors to over-
see the five biblical purposes 
for the church: Worship, Evan-
gelism, Discipleship, Ministry 
and Fellowship. Church info: 
www.gotavision.org. Interested 
candidates should send resumes 
to New Vision Bible Fellowship 
Church, 2001 N. Rolling Road, 
Baltimore, MD 21244, or pastor@
newvisionbible.org. Tel: (410) 
944-4056.

ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR 
YOUTH — Columbia Baptist 
Fellowship seeks a full-time 

Associate Pastor for Youth. CBF 
is multi-racial, resides in an 
Interfaith Center and supports 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, 
ABC and SBC. Seminary trained 
candidates with 2 years experi-
ence desired. Respond: CBF, 5885 
Robert Oliver Place, Columbia, 
MD 21045. Email: underhan@
comcast.net.

Employment

O CTO B ER  2 0 0 5

visit www.yourbcmd.org/CAM for your free planning guide!

Deacons and
Pastors Retreat 
featuring

Dr. Charles Roesell and
Dr. David Lee
Sept.  23-24  at  Skycroft

Only $50! To register, call 
Gail Noda at (800) 466-
5290, ext. 218, e-mail 
gnoda@bcmd.org or register 
online at www.yourbcmd.
org/deaconretreat
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