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shepherds worthy 

of double honor.
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REACH: The 2005 Youth 

Evangelism Conference

                   Dec. 2-3, 2005
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H.B. London Jr. speaks at 

the 2005 BCM/D Annual 

Meeting Nov. 14-15 
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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. — 
Mitch Camp, South Columbia 
Church’s minister of music 
and worship and BCM/D’s 
music minister/church rela-
tions consultant led praise and 
worship to open the Sept. 6 
General Mission Board meet-
ing at the Baptist Center. This 
was the last GMB meeting 
prior to November’s annual 
BCM/D meeting. Much of 
the meeting was focused on 
rescue and recovery efforts 
to help hurricane Katrina’s 
victims. 

Mark Adams, GMB 
president, said Katrina is one 
of America’s Goliaths. Beat-
ing Goliaths, he said, requires 
good eyesight and a good 
memory. While the Israelite 
soldiers saw the giant as too 
big to hit, David saw him as 
too big to miss. And David 
recounted the many times God 
delivered him in the past as a 
way of trusting Him for deliv-
erance in the future. 

Executive Director Report
BCM/D Executive Direc-

tor David Lee expressed grief 
over the devastating effects of 
Katrina. Lee introduced Ellen 
Udovich, BCM/D’s disaster 
relief coordinator, to give an 
update. Udovich said excellent 
information, that’s updated 
daily, is available on the North 
American Mission Board 
(NAMB) website and on the 
BCM/D website. 

Udovich reminded mem-
bers that SBC workers sup-
port the Red Cross and The 
Salvation Army, coordinating 
with state emergency manage-
ment personnel and the Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA). SBC units 
were positioned prior to the 
hurricane with 20,000 meals 
ready to go in after the storm. 
Unfortunately, no one knew 
what the magnitude of the after 
effects of the storm would be. 

Maryland Disaster Relief 
teams are waiting to be called 
out. They have been asked to 
stand by to relieve some of the 
first teams to arrive.

In response to the emer-
gency, more and condensed 
training is being scheduled and 
will be posted on the BCM/D 
website, www.yourbcmd.org. 
Udovich said that due to the 
stressful situation, every disas-
ter response team should have a 
chaplain with them. Chaplains 
can be pastors or skilled lay-
people who have gone through 
the day-long chaplain training 
as well as the general Disaster 
Relief training. 

David Lee said he con-
tinues to see the hand of God 
moving in Baltimore.

There are several BCM/D 
staff changes. Tae Park, lan-
guage church consultant, 
will retire in December. Aq-
uilla Smith is on major medical 
leave. John Draper resigned as 
Baltimore director of missions 
and is now the BCM/D Acts 1:8 
missionary. Draper will give 
priority attention to enlisting 
and enabling BCM/D churches 
to become Acts 1:8 churches. 
The convention is searching for 
a consultant for children and 
student evangelism. 

Financial Report
John Faris reported that 

giving is on target to date. 
Cooperative Program giving 
shows a 3% increase. 

      
Administrative Committee 

Business
Board members approved 

the 2006 BCM/D and Skycroft 
budgets, changes to employee 
policies and guidelines and the 
annual recommendations to be 
voted on at the annual meeting.

Members also unanimously 
approved a motion to help hur-
ricane Katrina victims. BCM/D 
will give $5,000 to Mid-Mary-
land’s effort and $25,000 to the 
Mississippi Baptist Convention. 
The $30,000 will come from 
BCM/D reserve account and 
will be sent out immediately. 
The Mississippi Baptist Con-
vention has been a key partner 
with Maryland/Delaware in 
recent years. 

General Mission Board supports 

Katrina Disaster Relief efforts

By Tim Yarbrough

ALPHARETTA, Ga. (BP) 
— ”The darker the night, the 
brighter the light,” Mississippi 
Baptist Convention executive 
director,  Jim Futral, told North 
American Mission Board 
staff Sept. 15, applauding the 
response of Southern Baptist 
Disaster Relief workers who 
were first on the scene with 
feeding units following Hur-
ricane Katrina.

Mississippi, southern 
Louisiana and Alabama 
took the hardest hit from 
the hurricane’s landfall Aug. 
29. Estimates are that 90,000 
square miles were affected by 
the hurricane, which Futral 
said devastated many parts of 
his state, including the city of 
Biloxi. 

“Just in Biloxi, Miss., 5,000 
homes have been destroyed 
or are going to be bulldozed,” 
said Futral. “That’s 20 percent 
of the entire city.” Southern 
Baptist Disaster Relief brings 
light to people who were spiri-
tually blind, Futral said in his 
comments in chapel.

“We’re not having folks 
saved [only] on Sunday, we’re 
having folks saved day af-
ter day after day. In the two 

weeks after Katrina one of our 
churches helping displaced 
folks had over 50 people 
saved,” Futral recounted. 
“Thousands of people are 
experiencing what it means to 
be touched by people with the 

love of Jesus ... and you’re doing 
it.”

Speaking about how Chris-
tians should deal with disasters 
like Katrina, Futral read about 
the account of Jesus healing a 
blind man in John chapter nine.

Futral said disciples walk-
ing with Jesus evaluated the 
man’s situation, asking Jesus 
what sin the man’s parents 
or he committed to cause his 
blindness. 

Disaster volunteers carry light, 
Miss. executive tells NAMB staff

continued on page five 

continued on page nine

At the remains of First Church in Gulfport, Morris H. Chapman (right), president of the SBC Execu-

tive Committee, reflects on the devastation wrought by Hurricane Katrina. D. August Boto, SBC 

Executive Committee general counsel and vice president for convention policy, looks on. 
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Psalm 100:4 says, “Enter His 
gates with thanksgiving...” 
Hebrews 12:28 says, “Be 

thankful, and so worship God ac-
ceptably.”

It may seem very simplistic, 
but I believe worship begins 
with the words, “Thank you, 
Lord.” This phrase sets the tone 
for everything else that follows. 
Though simple to say, it takes 
discipline to do it consistently…
daily…moment by moment!

When my boys were very 
young, it took intentional par-
enting to teach them to respond 
to others with a “thank you” 
even if it wasn’t something they 

actually wanted at the time. We, 
too, don’t naturally gravitate to 
gratitude. It is a learned behav-
ior.  

It is the beginning point 
of worship in heaven. In the 
Revelation, John, on the island 
of Patmos and an eyewitness to 
heavenly worship, described it: 
“and the twenty-four elders, who 
were seated on their thrones before 
God, fell on their faces and wor-
shiped God, saying, ‘We give thanks 
to You, Lord God Almighty, the 
One who is and who was, because 
You have taken Your great power 
and have begun to reign!’”

There it is! Did you catch it? 

The first thing they said was, 
“We give thanks to You…”

If heavenly worship both be-
gins with and includes thanks-
giving, shouldn’t our earthly 
worship also?

Interestingly, Jonah, in the 
belly of the whale, said, “But I, 
with a song of thanksgiving, will 
sacrifice to you” (Jonah 2:9).  

Job said, “Shall we accept 
good from God, and not trouble?” 
(Job 2:10)

What’s the point? A lot of 
things can happen. Some good. 
Some bad. In whichever side you 
are on today, your starting point 
should be “Thank you, Lord!”

In Luke 17, Jesus healed ten 
lepers. Ten men called out to be 
healed. Ten were healed. Ten 
men were beneficiaries of God’s 
grace. Only one said “Thank 
you.”  

Did it matter to Jesus that 
only one out of ten was grateful? 
Of course. He asked, “Where are 
the nine?”

Are you in the 90% or the 
10% of those who begin their 
worship with thanksgiving to 
God? 

Izaak Walton (1593-1683) 
said, “God has two dwellings: 
one in heaven, and the other in a 
meek and thankful heart.”

Where does worship begin?

By the time you read this 
article several weeks will 
have passed since we saw 

those first images of people 
standing on rooftops of flooded 
homes in New Orleans. Hope-
fully, by now, relief efforts have 
reached maximum efficiency 
and people are having their 
needs met. Maybe we are now 
hearing stories of how people 
on the Gulf Coast of Missis-
sippi, Alabama and Louisiana 
are rebuilding their homes and 
their lives.

But, today, my heart 
is heavy. Before coming to 
Maryland as a pastor in 1988, 
I pastored the First Church of 

Moss Point, Mississippi, one of 
the areas hit hard by Hurricane 
Katrina. As I sit today, I have 
not yet heard how they are do-
ing. The church where Sherry 
was baptized as a teenager, 
First Church of Gulfport, Miss., 
is now just a shell of a build-
ing, a victim of the massive 
storm surge. I am a graduate of 
New Orleans Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary, presently under 
ten feet of contaminated flood 
water. The Gulf Coast Campus 
of my college in Mississippi was 
completely destroyed.

Our hearts go out to all 
who have been affected by 
Katrina. We are especially 

sensitive to the hurt of those in 
Mississippi. Mississippi Bap-
tists are our partners. So many 
areas of growth and impact in 
Maryland/Delaware are direct 
results of their involvement 
with us. Mississippi Baptists are 
a missionary people. No state 
convention touches more areas 
of our world in an intentional 
bold mission thrust than they 
do. 

I want to thank Maryland/
Delaware Baptists for your 
generous outpouring of love 
and resources. Our churches 
are giving sacrificially. Already, 
more than $50,000 has been sent 
to the affected areas. Many of 

our volunteers have mobilized 
to give direct on-site assistance. 
Southern Baptists have once 
again proven our desire and 
ability to care for those in need 
in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Many will come to know Christ 
as a result of our collective ef-
forts.

I am a firm believer in 
Romans 8:28. Even with a heavy 
heart, I await with anticipation 
to see how God will mix what 
has happened together for our 
good and His glory.

I join you in praying for 
those whose hearts are much 
heavier than mine. It is a privi-
lege to serve alongside you.

Thank you for your outpouring of love and resources

Today my television brings 
me constant images of 
people suffering from 

the after affects of Hurricane 
Katrina. It is a terrible tragedy, 
and I felt somewhat depressed 
as I contemplated what I could 
do to help alleviate the suffer-
ings of all those who have been 
displaced. 

But this morning as I was 
spending time with God, I once 
again ran across a phrase which 
lifted my spirits. The phrase 
was not really prophetic, but 
God touched my heart with it. I 
have read it many times before 
and have even preached it to 
my congregation. This phrase 
of encouragement is …“Good 
News.” In the midst of all this 

tragedy, God reminded me that 
there really is such a thing as 
“good news,” and when we 
hear it, Proverbs 15:30 says it 
“gives health to our bones.” An-
other scripture from Proverbs 
(25:25) says good news is like 
cold water to a weary soul. 

So I have started looking 
for good news. Immediately 
one of the news stations inter-
viewed a displaced father and 
he said, “Who knows, this may 
turn out to be something good 
for me and my family.” When 
we start looking for good news, 
we can truly hear it in the best 
places and even in the most dif-
ficult circumstances. 

Have you heard any good 
news lately? Wouldn’t it be 

great if there was a “good 
news” news channel? A chan-
nel that would tell us how our 
soldiers are making a difference 
in Iraq; or how we are winning 
the war on hunger; or how 
people’s lives are being made 
better because someone loved 
them. The fact is we will not see 
that kind of channel any time 
soon on the airwaves of our 
televisions. 

But did you ever stop to 
think that we could become an 
instrument of good news? We 
know people like to hear good 
news, so why don’t we share 
more good news? If we did, 
more people might be interested 
in the best news, which is the 
same good news the Bible often 

talks about. Remember what the 
angel said… “Do not be afraid. I 
bring you good news of great joy 
that will be for all people” (Luke 
2:10). Jesus often said He came 
to proclaim the good news. 

We live in the midst of 
many weary people. If we 
would take the time and effort 
to share the good news of God’s 
love, it would be like that drink 
of cold water or a shot that 
brings health to a sin-sick soul.

I know we live in a day 
of bad news. However, if any 
group is ever going to be an 
instrument of good news, it 
should be those of us who have 
experienced the best news. So, 
let’s look for good news and 
share the best news. 

We do have “good news” to share

As we return to Mexico for 
another term of mission-
ary service, we want to 

thank the Susquehanna Asso-
ciation for the warm welcome 
it gave us as we were based in 
Aberdeen during our Stateside 
Assignment. For almost a  year 
we lived in the beautiful home 
provided us by Carsins Run 
Church and ministered in 17 
SBA churches  and 21 other 
BCM/D churches.  

At the same time, we chal-
lenged Baptists to remember 
that the work of the Lord is the 

most important work in the 
world.  Bringing people to a 
worship relationship with God 
is the same task, be it in Puebla, 
Mexico or Maryland and Dela-
ware.

We have been blessed, since 
2001, with the volunteers who 
have gone from USA to serve 
the Lord in Mexico. The six-year 
partnership between the BCM/D 
and our area has brought us 
Baptists who have shown that 
they understand that a rela-
tionship with Christ destroys 
selfishness.

As a result of the partner-
ship, let me mention some of the 
results:
• 6 churches started
• 7 existing new works have  

been organized
• thousands of Mexican  homes 

have received a copy of the 
Scripture

• church buildings and a train-
ing center have been erected

• hundreds of Baptists have 
sensed a call to serve Christ in 
a deeper and more meaning-
ful way

• some of those have heard that 

“Macedonian call” to serve the 
Lord in international missions.

On behalf of my wife Con-
nie, and our children Andrea, 
David and Caleb, let me say 
again that we so honored by the 
way Carsins Run Church and 
the other SBA churches treated 
us.  We hope to return to Mary-
land in a few years.

God bless you as you serve 
him at home and abroad.

Andrew Flagg
International Mission Board

Puebla, Mexico

Letter to the Editor
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Arundel

Edgewater Church added 
Upward Cheerleading to its 
basketball program. Both Up-
ward programs are for children 
in kindergarten through eighth 
grade. The kids practice at the 
church during the week and 
have games on Saturdays. 

The cost is $50 for Upward 
Basketball and $55 for Upward 
Cheerleading. Practices for bas-
ketball and cheerleading begin 
the week of Nov. 28. 

Registration is at the gym 
at First Church any evening, 
Monday, Oct. 3 through Friday, 
Oct. 7 from 6 to 8 p.m. The 
child must be present at regis-
tration. For more information 
call Terry at (410) 956-3142.

Edgewater Church will 
have a Fall Family Funfest from 
2-5 p.m. on Oct. 23 that includes 
carnival games, crafts, pony 
rides, moon bounce, face paint-
ing, a petting zoo and hayrides. 
Members will serve hot dogs, 
candy, popcorn, drinks and 
baked goods. 

First Church, Crofton, 
will have a craft fair from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Oct. 29. Funds 
will benefit the church’s youth 
ministry. 

The members of Severna 
Park Church voted to move 
forward with an extensive plan 
for remodeling and upgrad-
ing its facilities. Plans include 
remodeling the Sanctuary/
Worship Center to include 
a state-of-the art visual and 
sound system. 

BCM/D church planting 
consultant, David Jackson, is 
interim pastor of Severna Park 
Church. Members recently had 
a luncheon to welcome Jackson 
and to honor BCM/D execu-
tive director, David Lee, who 
was serving as interim for the 
church after Lawrence Baylot 
retired last year.

Many of Severna Park 
Church’s youth attended Mis-
sion Fuge in Philadelphia. 

Baltimore

Colgate and Edgemere 
churches had a joint Labor 
Day celebration with a special 
worship service followed by 
dinner on Edgemere Church’s 
grounds.

Lee Street Memorial 
Church, Baltimore, recently 
said goodbye to Chris and 
Pauly Dillon. Chris served as 
music minister and Pauly as 
secretary.  

James Davenport retired as 
part-time pastoral care minister 
at Middle River Church on 
Aug. 28. He will still minister 
at the church volunteering 
his time to help with the food 
ministry, visiting shut-ins and 
directing the senior adult choir, 
“The Goldenaires.” 

Temple Church, Wood-
lawn, is having free English 
as a Second Language classes 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. on Thurs-
days as an outreach to the com-
munity. Beginning, middle and 
advanced classes are offered 
and participants can begin at 
any time. Carla Hairston is 
the leader of the program. The 
church has their own acronym 
for the ESL classes – “Everyone 
will See the Love.” For more 
information, call the church 
office, (410) 944-2252.

Woodbrook Church, Bal-
timore, has a Cantonese Bible 
Study at 12:30 p.m. on Mon-

days. William Chin leads the 
study. Participants bring food 
to share afterwards. 

The Institute for Christian 
and Jewish Studies will offer 
a mini-course at Woodbrook 
from 7-9 p.m. on Thursdays. 
The course, “Teaching Wom-
en,” will examine scripture and 
rabbinic literature in which 
women play pivotal roles. For 
more information, call (410) 
523-7227. 

James Strange will be a 
guest speaker at Woodbrook 
on Nov. 13 as part of the John 
E. Roberts Fall Lecture series. 
Strange is a New Testament 
scholar and archeologist.

Blue Ridge 

Sixty members of Blue 
Ridge Baptist Association’s 
disaster relief unit are ready to 
roll with mud out, chainsaw 
and temporary repair work.

The team was ready to 
respond when Hurricane 
Katrina first threatened the 
states. Alan Caho, unit director, 
and member of Faith Church, 
Knoxville, said his team is on 
standby awaiting deployment.

A special emergency 
communication class will be 
offered on Nov. 19 at Faith 
Church, Knoxville. The class is 
free but participants must pur-
chase a workbook for a small 
charge. 

One big need in disaster 
relief, Caho said, is communi-
cation. Without a Federal ama-
teur radio license, teams must 
use radios that have a limited 
15-mile range. Caho said a lo-
cal HAM radio club needed a 
place to meet and have classes. 
The disaster relief team needed 
instruction to be able to get 
licensed, so Caho said Blue 
Ridge’s team was formed the 
day before an F-5 tornado tore 
through LaPlata. 

First Church, Knoxville, 
will offer a one day seminar 
on Nov. 11 called “Digital 
Storytellers.” The seminar is 
designed to inspire ministry 
teams and help them make the 
impacts they want through 
media ministry. For more 
information and registration 
information, see the Blue Ridge 
Association’s website, www.
blueridgebaptist.org.

Paramount Church, 
Hagerstown, recently broke 
ground to build an enlarged 
sanctuary, which when com-
pleted will seat 350 with expan-
sion room to 500 as needed.

The present sanctuary will 
be renovated and expanded to 
create a multi-purpose room 
and fellowship hall. A 15-foot 
walkway patio will be built 
adjacent to the fellowship hall.

The new 12,626 square 
foot building is scheduled for 
completion in the fall of 2006 at 
the cost of $1,900,000.00.

Delaware

Fair Haven Church, Mid-
dleton, changed its name to 
Mission Fellowship Church. 
David Phillips, pastor of the 
church, said the new name 
reflects more of who the church 
body aspires to be. They’ve 
also moved from The Everette 
Center (where the movie “Dead 
Poet’s Society” was filmed) to 
the Premiere Center for Arts. 

Lots of ministries are flour-
ishing this fall. A dozen men 
went on a camping trip last 

month, pitching tents at Lum’s 
Pond. 

The children’s ministry 
hosted an outreach event at 
a member’s house in a local 
subdivision. They had a moon 
bounce, games, prizes, free hot 
dogs and music by the church’s 
praise band. The kids will be-
gin rehearsing for the Christ-
mas musical “The Plane Truth 
About Christmas” this month.  

A women’s Bible study 
meets at 1 p.m. on Thursdays. 
The ladies are working through 
a Beth Moore booklet, “Believ-
ing God.”

Upcoming plans include 
hosting a coffeehouse once 
a month in conjunction with 
the Premiere Center for Arts. 
They’ll have drinks, snacks, 
poetry readings, music and 
other special events. Mission 
Fellowship also hopes to begin 
monthly family friendly mov-
ies. 

Eastern

Six members of Snow Hill 
Church shared about their mis-
sion trip experience during a 
church service last month. The 
team drove ten hours to Liver-
pool, Ohio, where they worked 
with Avondale Church’s con-
gregation, refurbishing their 
meeting areas and classrooms. 

About 30 youth from 
Snow Hill participate in CHI 
RHO, an ecumenical commu-
nity youth group that meets at 
different churches. There are 
about 70 teens in CHI RHO. 
The group will meet at Spence 
Church in October. The CHI 
RHO kick off event for the year 
was a trip to Assateague Island. 

The church’s JOY group 
had a refreshing time of fellow-
ship at Ocean City. 

Mid-Maryland

Bethel Church, Ellicott 
City, seniors will head to Radio 
City Music Hall in New York, 
on Dec. 1. 

The seniors are heading up 
a Samaritan’s Purse “Operation 
Christmas Child” program, 
collecting small gifts in shoe 
boxes for children in South 
America. The church sent 124 
boxes last year.

Mason Dixon Church, 
New Freedom, Pa., had a 
Muslim Bible Day on Sept 11. 
The church put an empha-
sis on reaching Muslims for 
Christ and raising funds to 
send Bibles in Arabic, Urdu 
and Persian to the Middle East. 
The cost to place a Bible in the 
hands of a Muslim is $5.00. 

In conjunction with Mus-
lim Bible Day, the ladies met for 
a prayer tea to learn about the 
plight of Muslim women and to 
pray for them. 

Northwest Church, Reis-
terstown, is using a rotational 
Sunday school program for 
children in first through fifth 
grades. The children learn the 
same Bible story or theme for 
several weeks, but they explore 
it through in a variety of dif-
ferent sensory hands-on ways 
including games, science activi-
ties, arts and crafts, cooking, 
missions and Bible story time 
where the kids can explore the 
story through acting, reading, 
etc. 

The church’s annual 
Christmas musical will be on 
Dec. 2-4, and 9–10. 

Crafty people can meet the 
third Friday of each month at 
Northwest for BYOCN (Bring 
your own craft night). 

 Montgomery

 “The Melanie Moore 
Band,” from Potomac Falls, 
Va., will play at the Ashton 
Church’s “SonRise” Coffee 
House from 7:30 to 10 p.m. on 
Oct. 21. 

Lead vocalist, acoustic 
guitarist and songwriter Mela-
nie Moore is a worship leader 
for Cross Current Ministries, 
a Generation-X ministry in 
suburban Washington, D.C. She 
and her band recently released 
their self titled CD and have 
been playing at coffee houses, 
clubs, music festivals and youth 
events.

Ashton Church has “Son-
rise” the third Friday of each 
month Sept. through May 
featuring a variety of Christian 
bands. Coffee, tea and some 
snacks are free. Other items are 
available for purchase. Admis-
sion is free.

Greenridge Church, 
Boyds, has called Deni Sun-
derly to be the full-time director 
of children’s ministry.

Potomac
  
“Drop’n Go” Catering is a 

new business offering service 
for meetings, grand open-
ings, weddings, etc. It’s offered 
through Real Hope Initiative, 
an outreach ministry of Chris-
tian Family Church, La Plata. 
The ministry is designed to 
train and encourage people 
to allow them to “get on their 
feet.”

Members of Grace Church, 
Bryans Road, celebrated their 
47th anniversary with a “Day of 
Remembrance” on Sept. 11. 

The church had special 
music and a potluck supper. 
Members were encouraged to 
wear or bring an item from 1958 
for the special day. 

Linda Berry will retire this 
month as the Potomac Associa-
tion’s administrative assistant. 
Berry served for thirteen years. 

The association‘s fair booth 
ministry was active in three 
counties – Charles, St. Mary’s 
and Calvert. Volunteers gave 
away salvation bracelets and 
“How to Get to Heaven” pam-
phlets. 

Motorcyclists at Potomac 
Heights Church revved up 
their engines, headed on the 
highway and looked for some 
adventure in Solomon’s Island. 
The drive and overnight stay 
provided some outside fellow-
ship time for the PHBC riders. 

continued on page eight

Larry Rickard, pastor of Paramount Church, with church 

officers left to right at the ground breaking ceremony: 

Karen Ingram, Michelle Haden, Steve Hose, Mike Hilton, 

Charles King, Joe Sable from Rockwell Construction and 

Bill Cooper, youth director

Rachel High

Former BCM/D 
staff member Rachel 
High died on Aug. 
29. Rachel, a native 
of Cherryville, N.C., 
was a graduate of 
Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 
Rachel was preceded 
in death by Samuel 
High, who was also 
employed at BCM/D 
and served as pastor of 
Loch Raven Church, 
Baltimore. 

Survivors include 
two daughters, Sa-
mala Hocutt and Dr. 
Mary J. High, both in 
North Carolina and a 
son, Samuel High, Jr. 
Rachel also had four 
grandsons, Heath and 
Eric High and Adam 
and Ray Hocutt.

Obituary
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By Dan Dellosso

When I’m asked about 
the growth of my 
church plant, I always 

answer that it was started and 
grew because of “the call.” 
God called me and my wife to 
be church planters, plain and 
simple. That means we put our 
confidence in the call, not in the 
programs.  

Because of God’s call, we 
participated in the BCM/D As-
sessment Center at Skycroft and 
it was a wonderful experience 
for us. It was very well done 
and very helpful to us person-
ally.  We left there with more 
confidence in our God because 
our call had been affirmed by 
others. 

We arrived at the “Mt. Wolf 
Gospel Arts Theater” on Sept. 
2, 2003. It would eventually 
become Mt. Wolf Community 
Church, but at that time, my en-
tire congregation consisted only 
of my wife, Judy. Now, it can be 
bad when your entire congrega-
tion is your wife. It means that 
your congregation loves you, 
but is extremely opinionated. 
We knew that we had to grow 
beyond the two of us.

Judy and I began to satu-
rate the building with prayer. 
We prayed, knowing Jesus had 
said, “I will build my church 
and the gates of hell shall not 

prevail against it.” We gave this 
whole ministry to the Lord. 

We begged Jesus to build a 
new church in Mt. Wolf, Penn. 
We would minister to whom-
ever the Lord brought us. We 
made a commitment to love 
them and teach them. 

We started two Bible stud-
ies a couple of weeks later, hold-
ing them on Tuesday mornings 
and Wednesday evenings. We 
saturated the community with 
1000 flyers, going door-to-door. 
We invited everyone to join us 
at the new Mt. Wolf Commu-
nity Church, either in person or 
by flyer. We also contacted all 
the newspapers and news out-
lets, put notices (at no charge 
to us) in the religious sections, 
sent news releases and even 
posted announcements on com-
munity boards.   

With total confidence in 
the Lord, we held our first Bible 
Study with 16 people in the 
Tuesday morning class and 20 
on Wednesday evening.  For 
one month, we fluctuated with 
a nucleus of 10-12.

We decided to start “pre-
launch” services in mid-No-
vember. Again, we sent out 
news releases, visited door-to-
door and distributed flyers. 
This time we took our dozen 
or so core group members with 
us to invite people to our pre-
launch worship services.

On Nov. 11, we held a very 
informal pre-launch worship 
service, just to have a worship 
time with both Bible study 
groups. Fifty people came. So 
from Nov. 11, 2003 to Jan. 4, 
2004, we held services Sunday 
morning and continued the 
Tuesday morning and Wednes-
day evening Bible studies. 
We constantly publicized our 
activities. We built a commit-
ted nucleus of 30-35 people and 
held our “grand opening” wor-
ship service on Jan. 11, 2004. 

To grow the group, I 
realized it would be impor-
tant for us to build bridges to 
the community. As a result, 
I joined the Northeast Senior 
Center as chaplain and became 
the Christian Business Men’s 
Committee chaplain. Both of 
these connections gave expo-
sure to our ministry and caused 
our numbers to increase. We 
continued to bathe the church 
in prayer, and in a year, we had 
grown to 80-90 people.

Still, nothing expanded the 
church more than the excite-
ment of the “pew” — the “pew” 
going out. I call it “pewology.” 
It’s when the people in the 
“pews” catch the “ology,” or the 
mindset to promote ministry. 
Put another way, they catch the 
vision that they are the ones to 
reach into the community. Each 
one says to himself or herself, 

“I am the ambassador of this 
church.”

January 2005 was the 
turning point for our church. 
I challenged our folks not to 
see the church as mine and 
Judy’s, but as “their” church. 
They needed to take ownership 
of the “pews.”  The congrega-
tion grasped the importance 
of utilizing the church as their 
evangelistic tool to reach into 
the community. The commu-
nity responded to our ambas-
sadors and our attendance has 
risen to 125. At least 20% are 
children age 6-10.

Our vision from the begin-
ning has been to trust the Lord 
to build His church. We seek to 
do all we can do and trust God 
for the results, with confidence 
that He will do just that.

Bottom line: I am confident 
that God called me to plant 
a church in Mt. Wolf, believ-
ing that he would bless the 
efforts as long as we were in 
tune with “heaven.”  Why have 
we grown? We allowed God 
to work through the people. 
We are letting Him build His 
church and we are loving the 
ones He brings our way.

Dan Dellosso is the founding 
planter/pastor of Mt. Wolf Com-

munity Church in Mt. Wolf, Penn.  
He can be reached at (717) 764-

2976 or at ddell@netrax.net.

It’s all in the call

By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

BALTIMORE, Md. — 
Though his church lies outside 
the I-695 Beltway circling the 
city of Baltimore, Bob Lilly 
personally has experienced 
blessings from his commitment 
to prayerwalk the city’s streets 
during the summer’s “28 Days 
of Prayer” emphasis.

Only missing a few of the 
28 days, the pastor of Catons-
ville Church admitted he had 
other important things to do 
also—like visiting people in 
his own field of service. 

But, when he sacrificed 
time to pray for other pastors’ 
churches and their neighbor-
hoods, he saw God bless his 
church in return.

“God promoted unity in 
my church. We’ve seen visitors 
come to our door and people 
get saved,” Lilly rejoiced, 
pointing to God’s promise in 
1 Samuel 2:30, which reads, 
“Those who honor Me, I will 
honor.”

Lilly believes there is a 
great day ahead in Baltimore, 
and at 55 years old, admits 
that he’d like to see God do a 
great work before he “checks 
out.”

But he’s quick to say that 
only through prayer will God 
“do amazing things.”

He pointed to 2 Chronicles 
7:14, “God doesn’t say if ‘peo-
ple of Baltimore’ or ‘people of 
America’ pray. He says, ‘if MY 
people pray, then He will heal 
[our] land’” (emphasis added).

He stressed the importance 
of praying across church, de-
nominational and racial lines.

“We met people from 
different churches and differ-
ent races and we would pray 
for them,” Lilly recounted. “It 
was a privilege to lift them up 
to the throne of glory—to see 
their faces light up.”

He added that most were 
shocked—and 
happy—that 
Baptists were out 
on their streets 
praying.

Kicked off on 
July 11 at Seventh 
Church, the “28 
Days of Prayer” 
prayerwalking ral-
ly came to a close 
on Sept. 3, as each 
Southern Baptist 
church inside the 
Beltway prayed 
over their respec-
tive communities 
in a united effort 
to reach Baltimore 
for Christ.

In addition 
to churches of all 
denominations, 
the prayer teams 
prayed for each 
community’s fami-
lies, schools and areas infected 
with drug-dealers, poverty and 
violence.

Bob Hurd, who organized 
the prayer effort and par-
ticipated in every prayerwalk, 
held three days each week, 
noted, “This summer has been 
an opportunity for me and 
others to walk with God on the 
streets of Baltimore, to see Him 
at work in the lives of people 
that He brings to us.”

The pastor of Second and 
Fourth Church in Baltimore 

noted that the majority of 
people that he approached 
were openly willing to let him 
pray for them. 

“The most beautiful thing 
I have seen is the opportunity 
to allow the Holy Spirit to lead 
me to pray for people,” Hurd 

said. “Several occasions I have 
had the feeling to pray for spe-
cific people [in specific ways].”

He rejoiced in the power of 
divine appointments. 

“If we were 30 seconds off, 
we would have missed one 
woman who, with a Bible in 
her hand, asked us to spe-
cifically pray about her addic-
tions,” he said.

On one occasion, Baptist 
Family and Children’s Services 
director, Bob Gerstmyer, was 
able to give his business card 

to another gentleman who 
asked for prayer to be free 
from his addictions.

John Coad, pastor of 
Christian Foundations of Faith 
Church, was able to meet 
families who could benefit 
from free backpacks filled with 

school supplies.
“The prayer-

walk helped us 
with getting 
more in touch 
with our neigh-
borhood,” Coad 
said.

Hurd sum-
marized, “You 
just don’t know if 
you don’t go!”

“We talk 
about reach-
ing our city for 
Jesus Christ, but 
how we do that, 
I believe, is by 
reaching one 
person at a time,” 
he added.

Though 
the “28 Days of 
Prayer” emphasis 
came to a close, 
Hurd affirmed, 

“This is not the end of prayer 
for Baltimore. We need to pray 
more and have more people 
pray.”

His next step, he hopes, is 
to set up prayer centers in the 
north, south, east and west 
portions of the city, where 
churches can network together 
to pray. 

For upcoming information 
about this and other prayer 
initiatives, visit online at www.
thechurchinc.org or email 
BOBprays4u@yahoo.com.

Baltimore blanketed in prayer during “28 Days of 

Prayer” emphasis

Bob Hurd, pastor of Second and Fourth Church in Baltimore, 

organized and led “28 Days of Prayer” from July 11- Sept. 3. 

Dan Dellosso

Planter/Pastor of Mt. 

Wolf Community Church
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BEGIN A RELATIONSHIP 

WITH GOD

GOD’S INITIATIVE:

God sent his son, Jesus, to die 
on the cross, paying the penalty 
for your sins, and promised 
“everyone who believes in Him 
will not perish but have eternal 
life.” John 3:16

OUR RESPONSE:

ADMIT…that you need to be 
rightly related to God. Under-
stand that you are sinner. Pride 
keeps us from doing some of 
the most important things in 
life.  Without God’s interven-
tion, your sin will ultimately 
lead to death and eternal 
separation from God. “No one 
is good –- not even one. No one 
has real understanding; no one 
is seeking God.”  Romans 3:10
“For all have sinned; all fall 
short of God’s glorious stan-
dard.” Romans 3:23

REPENT…from your sin and 
turn to God accepting by faith 
His gift of salvation. “Now 
turn from your sins and turn to 
God, so you can be cleansed of 
your sins.”  Acts 3:19 “For the 
wages of sin is death, but the 
free gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Romans 6:23 

BELIEVE…that God’s son, Je-
sus Christ, makes it possible for 
you to have a relationship with 
God. “For God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to 
himself…” 2 Corinthians 5:19
“This is real love. It is not 
that we loved God, but that 
He loved us and sent His son 
as a sacrifi ce to take away our 
sins.”  1 John 4:10

CONFESS…your sin to God.  
If you want to make this choice 
now, you can express that de-
sire to God in a prayer similar 
to this one: “Dear God, I know 
I am a sinner. I believe Jesus 
shed his blood, died and rose 
again to take the punishment 
for my sin. I accept your offer 
of forgiveness and eternal life.  
I thank you for what you have 
done for me, and I give you my 
life from this day forward.”

EXPRESS…your faith publi-
cally. Share it with a Christian 
friend or a pastor.  You will 
want to become involved in 
a local church where you can 
grow in your knowledge of 
Christ.  If you choose a Baptist 
church, you will be encouraged 
to be baptized as a public 
expression of your faith.
“If you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you 
will be saved.  Anyone who 
believes in Him will not be dis-
appointed.” Romans 10:9; 11

DEDICATE…yourself as a 
fully devoted follower of Jesus 
Christ.  Receiving God’s gift of 
forgiveness through Christ will 
set your life in an opposite di-
rection of the one you’ve been 
going. Now you are following 
God. “Jesus said to all of them, 
‘If people want to follow me, 
they must give up the things 
they want. They must be will-
ing to give up their lives daily 
to follow me.’” Luke 9:23 

Scripture from the 
New Living Translation

General Mission Board supports Katrina 
Disaster Relief efforts

If you would like to make 
a financial contribution to 
the Southern Baptist Disaster 
Relief Fund, make your check 
payable to the North Ameri-
can Mission Board (NAMB) 
and mail to: NAMB, P.O. Box 
116543, Atlanta, GA 30368-
6543. Or make a donation 
online at www.namb.net/dr. 
You may also find updates on 
how the relief is going on this 
same website.

If you would prefer to give 
through the Baptist Conven-
tion of MD/DE, make your 
check payable to “BCM/D” 
and mark it for “Southern 
Baptist Disaster Relief Fund.” 
Mail to: BCM/D, 10255 Old 
Columbia Road, Columbia, 
MD 21046. All undesignated 
offerings that come into 
BCM/D for hurricane relief in 
September and October will 
be distributed in the follow-
ing way: 45% to Louisiana; 
45% to Mississippi and 10% 
to Alabama. From November 
on, all undesignated dona-
tions will be sent directly to 
NAMB. The BCM/D website, 
www.yourbcmd.org, will also 
have information about relief 
efforts in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Katrina.

Strategy Team Reports
Don Sweeney reported for 

the Leadership Development 
Team. Sweeney highlighted 
an initiative that supports 
pastoral leadership through 
CentrePointe, a ministers’ and 
ministers families’ counseling 
service.

Thom Thornton reported 
for the Mission Involvement 
Team. Thornton introduced 
Rob Curto, a Mission Service 
Corps volunteer working at 
the U.S. Naval Academy in 
Annapolis. Curto told of the 
impact the ministry is having 
on the midshipmen. 

David Jackson, reported 
for the Church Planting and 
Multiplication Team and 

introduced Journey Fellow-
ship associate pastor David 
Tucker. Tucker said Journey is 
getting ready for its two-year 
anniversary. 

“We’re going strong be-
cause of the convention and 
NAMB support,” Tucker said. 

Mike Watterson reported 
for the Con-
gregational 
Development 
Team. Wat-
terson said 
the team is 
working to 
find ways to 
improve the 
partnership 
of associa-
tions and the 
BCM/D to 
become cata-
lysts to equip 
disciplemak-
ing in BCM/D 
churches. 

Watterson 
introduced 
Jerry Kirk-
land, Sunday 
School direc-
tor for First 
Church of Mt. 
Ranier. Kirkland shared how 
her church assisted another 
with VBS, first teaching them 
and showing them how to run 
the program. Then members 
of First Church went to the 
other church and worked 
alongside them as they had 
their VBS. 

“We thought we were 
going to bless them and we 
ended up being blessed,” 
Kirkland said. 

Agency and Committee 

Reports
Robert Gerstmyer, Baptist 

Family & Children’s Services 
executive director, introduced 
a family, a mother/daughter 
team, who provides foster 
care. The ladies have pro-
vided care for 24 children. As 
the women shared about the 

struggles and blessings of fos-
ter care, they held seven-week 
old Nelson. Nelson is addicted 
to heroin and crack cocaine. 
The women shared that doc-
tors expected Nelson to die 
quickly, but he didn’t. 

Another child the women 
care for, Eli, stayed shyly at 

the back of the meeting room. 
Eli, eight-years old, has been 
with the women for a year and 
he recently accepted Christ. 

Gerstmyer said that fami-
lies like this are embracing 
Baltimore one child, one family 
at time.

Dan Mohler reported for 
the Christian Life and Public 
Affairs Committee. Mohler said 
that because we responded by 
signing petitions, a senate bill 
created to influence medical 
decisions favoring same sex 
partners in Maryland was not 
signed. 

Mohler said progress is 
being made. The frustration is 
that there’s not enough time to 
do all that needs to be done. 

Doug Strother, reporting 
for the History Committee, said 
the committee is making plans 

for a video presentation for the 
annual meeting, celebrating 
the 170th anniversary of the 
convention. 

Remarks from Convention 

President
James Nichols, BCM/D 

president, told GMB members 
that God 
has bigger 
dreams and 
plans than 
we do.

“Our 
dreams 
don’t turn 
out the way 
we thought 
they would,” 
Nichols said. 
He wanted to 
be a football 
player as 
a child, he 
said smiling. 
But God had 
other plans. 

 He 
talked 
about Paul’s 
Macedonian 
call and how 
God changed 

Paul’s plans. 
The apostle Paul was going 

to Asia, but God said no. God 
had a better plan. Paul had a 
dream. God had a better dream. 

Suddenly a door slammed 
in his face, but God opened up 
a whole new horizon to him. 
He took the gospel westward 
across the Ageon Sea. That’s 
where he shared Christ with 
the Philippian jailer and with 
Lydia and it carried out to 
where you and I are this very 
day. 

Paul had big ideas. God had 
gigantic ideas

Paul had urging. God had 
passion to reach people in that 
area. 

Whatever our dreams are, 
if we open our eyes and look, 
God may have even better 
plans for each of our lives. 

continued from page one

David Lee gives certificates of appreciation to all GMB members who 

complete terms of service. Leah Porter receives her certificate and 

commends Lee for his bold leadership.



www.yourbcmd.org/annualmeeting
featured guests
H.B. London, Jr. — Pastoral Ministries for Focus on the Family
Jeff Iorg — President of Golden Gate Seminary
Gary Frost — Director of Missions in Metropolitan New York
James Nichols — BCM/D President and Senior Pastor of Faith Church, Glen Burnie, MD
David Lee — BCM/D Executive Director
Wally Weeks Jr. — Pastor of Pleasant View Church, Oakland, MD



Sunday, November 13
Pre-convention Worship 
Celebration Southern 
Gospel Songfest
Time: 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Music Leader: Ken Tipton
Music: Mass Choir of MD/DE singers and Oak Grove Quartet

If you are interested in singing with the choir, the rehearsal will 
be held at 3:45 pm on Nov. 13 in the annual meeting room. Bring 
a bag lunch. To RSVP, please send an email to 
oakgrovebaptist@oakgrovebaptist.com or call (410) 838-9898.

Monday, November 14
Childcare available for the Annual
Time: When Annual Meeting is in session 
Cost:  FREE
Ages:  Infants - 5 years old
Registration: Please RSVP by Nov. 1 if childcare is needed. 
Please provide names and ages of children. Call (800) 466-5290 
ext. 218.

Ministers and Wives Conference
Time: 8:45 a.m.-Noon 
Speaker: H.B. London
Cost: FREE
Registration: Childcare will be provided for infants through age 
fi ve by reservation only. Please register for the conference no 
later than Nov. 1 by calling (800) 466-5290 ext. 261. 

Dr. Steve Hokuf, president of BCM/D ministers’ conference, 
and Sherry Lee, BCM/D consultant for  ministers’ wives and 
families, invite all ministers and their wives to attend. The fi rst 
100 pastors and their wives to register will receive a free book. 

African American 
Fellowship Luncheon
Time: Noon
Cost:  $20 per person
Speaker: Timothy Loftin
Registration: RSVP (800) 466-5290, ext. 218

Language Mission Luncheon
Time: Noon
Cost:  FREE
Registration: Please RSVP by Oct 31. Space is limited to 25 
people. Call (800) 466-5290 ext. 224 or dshifl ett@bcmd.org.

Tuesday, November 15
The Good Samaritan Network 
and Your Church
Time:  7:15 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.
Sponsored by: BFCS and the Good Samaritan Network 
Cost: FREE
Registration: Colleen Dougherty, director of the Good Samaritan 
Network, (410) 872-1050, ext. 118, cdougherty@baptistfamily.org

Mid-Atlantic Fellowship of 
Christian Educators Breakfast
Time: 7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.
For pastoral staff (other than senior pastor) who focus on 
education, disciple-making, children and small groups.
Cost: FREE
Registration: RSVP (800) 466-5290, ext. 218

Secretarial Staff of 
MD/DE Luncheon
Time: Noon
Cost: $5
Registration: RSVP (800) 466-5290, ext. 232

Seminary Luncheons
Time: Noon

Southwestern - RSVP Rev. Phil Schol, (301) 725-3609

New Orleans - For reservations: RSVP by Nov. 7. Please send 
a check for $20 per person payable to Don Satterwhite. Mail to 
Middle River Baptist Church, 610 Middle River Rd., Baltimore, 
MD 21220. For more information: (410) 686-8810, pastor@
middleriver.org. 

Southeastern - $10, RSVP Lyn O’Berry, (410) 766-0204

*above info is based upon details available at press time

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. — H.B. 
London, Focus on the Family’s 
vice president of Ministry 
Outreach/Pastoral Ministries 
will be the guest speaker at a 
combined BCM/D ministers 
and wives conference from 
8:45 a.m. to noon on Monday, 
Nov. 14, as a prelude to the 
BCM/D Annual Meeting, 
which begins Monday after-
noon at 1:30 p.m.  London will 
also speak during the Monday 
afternoon session of the meet-
ing. 

London’s topic on Monday 
morning will be “Pastors at 
Greater Risk,” dealing with 
recognizing risks in ministry, 
conquering risks in family 
life and overcoming risks in 
personal life.  

 “Over the years he’s been 
doing the research and he’s 
the man on top of the issues 

with which ministers and 
their wives have to deal,” 
Steve Hokuf, president of the 
BCM/D ministers’ conference, 
said. “We’re so glad to have 
him.” 

London is the author and 
co-author of several books, 
including “Pastors at Risk”, 
“Pastors at Greater Risk” and 
the brand new “The Shep-
herd’s Covenant for Pastors.” 

The first 100 ministers 
who register for the confer-
ence will receive a copy of 
London’s book “Pastor’s at 
Greater Risk” and wives will 
receive a copy of “Married to a 
Pastor” by London and Wise-
man.  

The conference begins 8:45 
a.m. with music by BCM/D’s 
praise band, “PROXIMITY,” 
followed by London’s presen-
tation. 

Special childcare is avail-
able, organized by the minis-
ters’ wives office, for the con-

ference for children ages five 
and younger. Those request-
ing childcare must register 
by  Nov. 1 
by calling 
Melody 
Knox, (800) 
466-5290 
ext. 261. 
There is no 
charge for 
the child-
care.

H.B. 
London 
served 
for three 
decades in 
pastoral 
ministry, 
before he 
accepted 
the invi-
tation to 
become 
assistant to the president for 
Focus on the Family. Thou-
sands of pastors and church 

leaders receive London’s “The 
Pastor’s Weekly Briefing” as 
well as bimonthly cassettes 

and newsletters. 
He’s a first 

cousin to James 
Dobson, FOF’s 
founding presi-
dent. Working 
together is a 
dream come 
true for both of 
them. 

London 
and his wife, 
Beverly, have 
two married 
sons and four 
grandchildren. 

Steve Hokuf 
said both he 
and Sherry Lee, 
BCM/D consul-
tant for minis-
ters wives and 

families, extend a personal 
invitation to all ministers and 
their wives. 

for the latest hotel, event and schedule information visit 

www.yourbcmd.org/annualmeeting  

The Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware
2005 Annual Meeting •  November 14-15, Towson, MD  

Focus on the Family’s H.B. London will speak at BCM/D 

Annual Meeting Ministers and Wives Conference



By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Al-
though he was already an 
award-winning Christian 
recording artist, boasting eight 
number one hits off of his 
first four albums, Clay Crosse 
admits that it wasn’t until 1998 
that he understood the depth 
of his Christian identity. 

Before God intervened, 
he wasn’t privately living out 
what he was proclaiming and 
singing about on stage. 

Instead, he was living “a 
lustful lifestyle” that lasted 
four years into his career. 

Since rededicating their 
lives to Christ, he and Renee, 
his wife of 10 years, have 
experienced a renewal in their 
lives, which has revolution-
ized their ministry and their 
marriage, as shared in their 
new book, “I Surrender All: 
Rebuilding a Marriage Broken 
by Pornography,” released 
Sept. 15 by NavPress.

As Crosse looks back, 
he realizes the signs that his 
home life did not match up to 
his Christian stage presence 
were obvious: He and Renee 
weren’t praying together. They 
weren’t reading the Bible every 
day. 

And they weren’t guard-
ing their entertainment 
choices, which often amounted 
to watching mainstream 
movies containing nudity and 
profanity, reading mainstream 
magazines that espoused 
ungodly values, and listening 
and laughing to comedians’ 
off-color routines.

Crosse, who earned a 1995 
Dove Award for New Artist of 
the Year and a two-time Dove 
Award Nominee for Male 
Vocalist of the Year, confessed, 
“We had become very relaxed 
in what we were watching and 
allowing into our home.”

Introduced to pornog-
raphy when he was 10 years 
old at a friend’s house where 
pornographic 
magazines were 
displayed on the 
coffee table “where 
the Family Bible 
should have been,” 
Crosse admitted 
that he struggled 
with his thought 
life and was catch-
ing himself dealing 
with lust while on 
the road and while 
watching every day 
television.

It all came to 
the surface when he 
faced a crisis in his 
career in 1998. 

The then-31-
year old musician, 
boasting number 
one hits, “I Call 
Your Name,” “I 
Surrender All,” and 
the CCM #1 Song of the Year, 
“He Walked a Mile,” was at a 
crossroads when his singing 
voice came under attack.

“I couldn’t sing like I used 
to and was freaking out about 
my career,” Crosse recounted, 
admitting he hadn’t yet “felt 
the needs of the people” who 
were listening to his music. 
Looking back, he realizes he 
was “a Christian entertainer” 
more concerned about his 
career than his ministry.

He consulted with his 
vocal coach, Chris Beatty, 
“a godly man” who, to his 
surprise, asked him about his 
relationship with God and 
with his wife.

Crosse acknowledged, 
“When I really looked at my 
life, I realized the lustful life-
style I was living.”

Like Renee, he had grown 
up in the church and had 
become a Christian early in his 
life, but he had never sur-

passed a shallow Christianity. 
He decided, “I wanted to 

be a better husband and a bet-

ter father.” He confessed his 
struggles with lust to Renee, 
a confession that, after many 
tears, led them to rededi-
cate their homes—and their 
lives—to Christ. 

Part of the healing process 
also included Crosse’s public 
confession to those who lis-
tened to his music.

“It was ground-breaking 
for me and my audiences,” 
he shared. “Now, seven years 
later, it is still refreshing to 
share and challenge others to 
strive for purity.”

The time of brokenness 
led to HolyHomes Ministries, 
which supports the Crosses’ 
marriage enrichment seminars, 
individual counseling with 
hurting couples and speaking 
engagements resulting from 
their new book, which the 
couple hopes will help others 
purify their lives.

To remain pure, “we 
replaced certain things in our 

lives with the Truth, God’s 
Word and we began serv-
ing and sharing in ministry,” 

shared Crosse, 
who now serves as 
worship leader at 
The Love of Christ 
Community Church, 
a grown-up church 
plant pastored by 
Dana Key, formerly 
of the group DeGar-
mo and Key.

“There is great 
power in serving,” 
Crosse affirmed.

Acknowledg-
ing that people in 
the Christian music 
industry are normal 
people, like Christian 
leaders and pastors, 
who are equally vul-
nerable to problems 
with lust, Crosse 
advised, “It’s also im-
portant to surround 
yourself with solid, 

godly people who will hold 
you accountable.”

Over time, he said “the 
things of earth will grow 
strangely dim,” but it “doesn’t 
mean that the old man is 
gone,” he warned. 

“Once you’ve seen those 
images, you have to deal with 
it every day. It may subside 
and become a memory—any-
thing is possible—but more 
than likely, it will be your 
thorn. Ask the Lord to take it 
away, but if He doesn’t, know 
that He is going to walk with 
you through your difficulties 
and weaknesses.”

The Crosses live in Mem-
phis with their daughters, Shel-
by and Savannah and soon-
to-arrive Sophia from China. 
Along with their new book, 
Crosse recently released his 
newest project, “Eternity with 
You,” his first live worship CD 
recorded at the historic Ardent 
Studios in Memphis.
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Musician Clay Crosse ‘surrenders all’ in new book

continued from page three

The church has about 20 
motorcyclists. Upcoming trips 
include York, Pa., and Skyline 
Drive. 

Southern Calvert Church, 
Lusby, called Dave Brown as 
associate pastor to students. 
He and his wife Danielle are 
natives of Calvert County. 
Dave is a graduate of Carson 
Newman College and South-
eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He will receive his 
Master of Divinity degree in 
December. 

The church has a new 
cookbook, “Feeding the 
Flock,” filled with recipes 
from the church family and 
friends. The cost is $10 plus 
shipping and handling. Pro-
ceeds will be used to pay for 
a new church sign. For more 
information call the church, 
(410) 326-6533 or email scbad-
min@comcast.net.

   
Prince George’s

Berean Church will host 
recording artists Wil and 
Michelle Anderson for an eve-

ning of contemporary, tradi-
tional and praise and worship 
music at 3:30 p.m. on Oct. 23. 
Call (301) 839-6030 for more 
information.

First Church, Beltsville, 
will host the Prince George’s 
Association’s annual fall meet-
ing at 7 p.m. on Oct. 11. The 
theme is “Why Do We Do What 
We Do?” Victor Kirk, Sr., pastor 
of Sharon Bible Fellowship 
Church, Seabrook, and Ellen 
Udovich, BCM/D’s disaster 
relief director will be the guest 
speakers. 

Forestville Church merged 
with New Redeemer Church. 
Their new name is Forestville 
New Redeemer Church. 

Kent Church will have 
revival services Oct. 4 to 7, 
starting at 7 p.m. each night. 

Reece Tucker, pastor 
of Unity Church, District 
Heights, and his wife Donzetta 
retired and moved to Louisi-
ana. The couple was actively 
involved in the work of Prince 
George’s Association for over 20 
years. Charles C. Greene is the 
interim pastor. 

 Susquehanna

North Harford Church, 
Jarrettsville, has an active min-
istry to widows and widowers. 
The group meets the second 
Tuesday of each month for Bible 
study and prayer time.  

Pathways Church, Bel Air, 
will have a Good $ense Budget 
Workshop on Oct. 15. 

Western

Pleasant View, Deep 
Creek, and Grace churches 
witnessed to over 1400 people 
who stopped by the Western 
Association’s baby comfort 
station and paging booth at the 
Garrett County Fair. 

“Despite two extended 
downpours… a couple hundred 
persons took advantage of our 
free baby changing and feeding 
facilities, water, face-painting, 
and Bible giveaways. In addi-
tion, 200 walking sticks, with 
Gospel presentations, went out 
the door in only 45 minutes. 
Needless to say, getting to share 
the plan of salvation with a 

couple hundred adults, albeit 
in a 2-minute format, is a joy!” 
Kenny Heath, Western Associa-
tion’s director of missions wrote 
in an email update. 

Overall, Western Asso-
ciation churches ministered to 
2,600 people at the Garrett and 
Allegany fairs. Six hundred 
walking sticks were presented 
to adults with the plan of salva-
tion and volunteers conducted 
vesper services at the Allegany 
fair. 

Ferndale Church, Oak-
land, also worked at the fair 
with a separate gospel presen-
tation. They provide literature, 
free Bibles and tracks, along 
with balloons for children. 
Members also do a “survey,”  
asking seven questions and 
giving free sodas for filling it 
out. At the end of the survey, 
members are often presented 
an opportunity to share the 
gospel. 

Carla Zeigler, fair coordina-
tor, said that as a result of the 
fair ministry, people have writ-
ten later, called and visited the 
church through the years. 

Western

Susquehanna

Prince George’s

The true story of how 

one couple found 

their way out of 

the tangled web of 

pornography. Clay 

Crosse burst onto 

the contemporary 

Christian music 

scene with his 1994 

hit “I Surrender All.” 

And over the next 

four years, his star 

climbed higher and 

higher with more 

number-one hits and 

sold-out concerts. But 

beneath his success 

lurked a dark secret: 

He was addicted to 

pornography. No 

one knew he had a 

problem—not even 

Clay—until the day 

God took away his 

voice. What followed 

that day was a story 

of the power of grace 

and forgiveness. Now 

Clay and Renee tell 

their story with the 

prayer that it will 

help countless other 

marriages—perhaps 

even yours.

Although he was already an award-winning Christian 

recording artist, Clay Crosse admits that it wasn’t until 

1998 that he understood the depth of his Christian iden-

tity. Since rededicating their lives to Christ that year, 

he and Renee, his wife of 10 years, have experienced 

a renewal in their lives, which has revolutionized their 

ministry and their marriage.



[Editor’s Note: The article below 
is a compilation of articles which 
have appeared in Baptist Press over 
the last few weeks. The full articles 
may be read at www.bpnews.net.]

President Bush, speaking 
from New Orleans, casts 
vision of brighter days

Reminding the nation of its 
valiant past and persistent re-
solve to press on through hard-
ship, President Bush sought 
to lift the spirits of Americans 
discouraged by the “cruel and 
wasteful” hurricane that swept 
through the Gulf Coast.

“In the life of this nation, 
we have often been reminded 
that nature is an awesome force, 
and that all life is fragile,” Bush 
said from the French Quarter in 
New Orleans Sept. 15. 

The president spoke of the 
“tragedy that seems so blind 
and random” and said the 
aftermath has been “marked 
by acts of courage and kind-
ness that make all Americans 
proud,” referring to the unprec-
edented disaster relief response 
that included many who were 
victims themselves reaching 
out to help others.

“Across the Gulf Coast, 
among people who have lost 
much and suffered much 
and given to the limit of their 
power, we are seeing that same 
spirit --– a core of strength that 
survives all hurt, a faith in God 
no storm can take away, and a 
powerful American determina-
tion to clear the ruins and build 
better than before,” Bush said.

Southern Baptists, Red 
Cross join in effort to 
move evacuees

A cooperative strategy 
developed between South-
ern Baptists in Texas and the 
American Red Cross could 
help displaced Hurricane 
Katrina evacuees relocate from 
shelters to homes across the 
country.

What began as an effort 
by individual Texans either to 
get evacuees from overflowing 
shelters to permanent housing 
or to reunite them with fami-
lies separated by the storm 
soon swelled to a national 
movement coordinated by the 
Red Cross that can be imple-
mented by individual South-

ern Baptist churches utilizing 
existing busses or vans.

Carolyn Shell, American 
Red Cross partner services 
voluntary agency liaison in 
Houston, said previous experi-
ences working with Southern 
Baptist volunteers gave her the 
confidence that such a program 
could succeed. In a prepared 
statement, she said, “I have 
worked in Louisiana with the 
Southern Baptist Convention on 
many disasters and they don’t 
come any finer in my books.”

“This is an example of the 
kind of entrepreneurial and 
sacrificial service taking place 
all over Texas and by Southern 
Baptists all over the country,” 
Southern Baptists of Texas 
Convention missions director 
Robby Partain said. “Katrina 
was, and is, a tragedy for many 
people. But Katrina is also a 
time for Jesus’ church to shine 
– and she is.”

CP overage to go to SBC 
pastors, seminary, oth-
ers

A potential boost of $7 mil-
lion for hurricane relief efforts 
could come from the strength 
of Southern Baptists’ Coopera-
tive Program.

Morris H. Chapman, presi-
dent of the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s Executive Com-
mittee, announced Sept. 12 a 
recommendation to redirect 
beyond-the-budget SBC receipts 
to relief efforts in the wake of 
Hurricane Katrina.

The Cooperative Program 
is separate from the Southern 
Baptist Disaster Relief Fund of 
which 100 percent of monies go 
to aid the needy in the general 
public.

The Southern Baptist Con-
vention’s 43,000 churches met 
the Cooperative Program Al-
location Budget for 2004-05 on 
Sept. 12, providing the needed 
base of funding for the Inter-
national Mission Board, North 
American Mission Board, the 
six SBC seminaries, the Ethics 
& Religious Liberty Commis-
sion and other SBC operations.

Chapman said he will rec-
ommend that all Cooperative 
Program gifts between Sept. 12 
and the end of the SBC’s fiscal 
year, Sept. 30, go directly to 
disaster relief – a recommenda-

tion to be placed on the agenda 
for the Executive Committee’s 
Sept. 19-20 meeting in Nash-
ville, Tenn.

The receipts will be put to 
work in three ways: 50 per-
cent for New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary, which 
suffered extensive damage 
from the hurricane and subse-
quent flooding in the city; 25 
percent for the North American 
Mission Board, which coordi-
nates SBC Disaster Relief efforts 
nationwide; and 25 percent 
for relief ministry by the state 
Baptist conventions in Louisi-
ana, Mississippi and Alabama, 
distributed proportionally to 
their needs.

In addition, Chapman said 
he will recommend that the 
same formula be followed with 
beyond-the-budget receipts for 
the Cooperative Program Al-
location Budget during the first 
quarter of the new fiscal year.

GuideStone assistance 
in place for Katrina-im-
pacted participants

Immediate assistance to 
GuideStone Financial Resourc-
es participants and eligible 
churches in areas destroyed or 
damaged by Hurricane Katrina 
has been put in place by the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
entity’s staff.

“Our hearts and minds are 
focused these days on all our 
Southern Baptist churches, 
associations, our New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Semi-
nary family and, in fact, our 
entire Southern Baptist fam-
ily in Louisiana, Mississippi 
and Alabama,” GuideStone 
President O.S. Hawkins said. 
“We have developed some 
tangible solutions how we can 
be Christ’s hand extended to 
our participants during these 
difficult days.”

Disaster victims eligible 
for assistance need to reside 
in an “Individual Assistance” 
area as designated by the Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Agency and have confirmation 
of need from their respec-
tive state Baptist convention. 
FEMA has designated 31 Loui-
siana parishes, 47 Mississippi 
counties and seven Alabama 
counties as Individual Assis-
tance areas.

The GuideStone customer 
relations team can answer par-
ticipants’ questions and explain 
what assistance is available. 
Participants should call (800) 
262-0511 between 7 a.m. and 6 
p.m. Central Standard Time. 

Luter views Katrina’s 
toll at New Orleans 
church he pastors; says 
‘we’re gonna rebuild’

Fred Luter, pastor of Frank-
lin Avenue Church, Southern 
Baptist Convention President 
Bobby Welch and David Han-
kins, executive director of the 
Louisiana Baptist Convention, 
view the New Orlean’s devasta-
tion from a helicopter.

At 500 feet in the air, the 
stench was palpable.

 “It was tough” to look at 
the church buildings, Luter 
told Baptist Press. “I’ve got 19 
years of my life invested there. 
But we’re gonna rebuild. We’re 
gonna rebuild.”

According to visible stains 
left on church vans and build-
ings, flood waters intruded the 
multi-story 7,000-plus-member 
church at an estimated height 
of 7 feet.

Luter faces a twofold prob-
lem common to many pastors 
and churches in the path of 
Hurricane Katrina’s wrath. Re-
pairing and rebuilding church 
facilities is one thing. Re-gath-
ering members is another.

“Our members are in shel-
ters in Atlanta, Dallas, Hous-
ton, Memphis ... they’re all 
over” the Southeastern United 
States, the pastor said. “We’ll 
get as many of them together 
as we can, and we’ll have a 
new church start.”

Trying to squelch tears, 
Luter said the Lord is teaching 
him that “life is like a vapor 
on this side of eternity. What 
you have today could be gone 
tomorrow. You can’t put your 
trust in earthly things.”

Referring to other churches 
and their members, Luter said, 
“The Lord is also teaching me 
the genuineness of the body 
of Christ. Churches across this 
nation are taking people into 
their homes, their family life 
centers and their gymnasiums. 
I’m learning that the body of 
Christ can really come together 
when the need arises.”
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Some leaders in the Chris-
tian community are saying the 
same thing about New Orleans 
and the coast of Mississippi, 
arguing their sin brought 
God’s judgment upon them, he 
said.

“While some folks, like 
the disciples, want to evaluate, 
there are others who elevate,” 
Futral said. “Jesus says that’s 
not the issue, that’s not what 
we’re after, that’s not who we 
are, that’s not what we need to 
do. What we need to do is fig-
ure out what God would have 

us to do to make a difference 
in this man’s life. We need to 
look and see God at work in 
this experience.”

Introducing Futral, NAMB 
President Robert E. (Bob) Rec-
cord said Mississippi churches 
are opening their doors to 
Katrina evacuees in unprec-
edented fashion – like one 
church that took in an extend-
ed family of 68 people.

“[The family] said we’ve 
never had anybody care for 
us like Southern Baptists ... 
who have not only opened 

their homes and their arms, 
but their hearts to us,” Reccord 
said.

Mississippi is among 36 
Southern Baptist state con-
ventions activated to provide 
disaster relief services fol-
lowing Katrina that includes 
preparing and feeding meals, 
providing hot showers, laun-
dry units and cleanup and 
recovery services. More than 
5,000 Southern Baptist Disaster 
Relief volunteers have served 
2.2 million meals to victims of 
the hurricane through Sept. 15.

continued from page one

NAMB President Robert E. 

(Bob) Reccord welcomes 

Mississippi Baptist Convention 

Executive Director Jim Futral 

to a Sept. 15 chapel outside 

the board’s offices in suburban 

Atlanta.

Katrina Update: Southern Baptists work 

together to assist in Disaster Relief

Disaster volunteers carry light, Miss. 

executive tells NAMB staff

MD/DE Disaster 
Relief Teams 
Update 

Friday, Sept. 23, 
the BCM/D Disaster 
Relief feeding unit 
team traveled to Otis 
Air Force Base, Camp 
Edwards on Cape Cod 
to cook for 400-1000 
displaced survivors at 
the request of the New 
England Convention. 

We put together 
crews that have a few 
trained workers from 
each association. DC 
Baptists also sent 
three teams. 

Our New Eng-
land partners have 
stressed how impor-
tant it is for our first 
team to do a super job, 
have every meal ready 
on time, get along well 
with the officers and 
displaced persons, etc. 
If we can do a good 
job, that will open 
the door for further 
ministry by the New 
England Baptists.

They hope to get 
permission to bring 
youth groups over to 
play sports with the 
Gulf Coast youth, 
bring in children’s 
workers to do after-
school programs with 
the children, etc. 

On the same day 
the first feeding team 
traveled to Camp Ed-
wards, the chainsaw/
mudout team from 
Blue Ridge traveled 
to Hammonds, La., a 
major hub of Southern 
Baptist disaster relief 
work The new Eastern 
Shore recovery unit 
also sent people to 
make up the team.  

Thank you 
for your continued 
prayers, not just for 
our trained teams, but 
also for all the MD/DE 
church mission teams 
who have been travel-
ing and serving along 
the Gulf Coast.

Remember to 
check the disaster 
relief facts on our 
website: www.your-
bcmd.org/katrina. 
As of 9/19, Southern 
Baptist teams have 
prepared over 3.3 
million meals for 
Katrina survivors and 
workers.



™
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By Bob Gerstmyer

On October 3, an excit-
ing new addition to the 
school year at Federal 

Hill Preparatory School in Bal-
timore began. Life-
Launch Academy 
began serving 
90 students 
from the 
school. 
Students 
selected 
from the 
1st through 
8th grade 
classes 
have begun participating in 
a valuable and fun program 
designed to help them get the 
most out of their early learn-
ing years.

The first steps in service 
to this school and its com-
munity were taken in August, 
when members of Streetlite 
Christian Fellowship (Balti-
more) and Covenant Baptist 
Church (Columbia) pitched in 
to get the physical plant of the 
school ready for 
the year. Many 
volunteers joy-
fully cut up ten-
nis balls to pad 
the feet of the 
students’ chairs 
to keep class-
rooms quiet 
and protect the 
floors.

This en-
deavor, an 
EMBRACE 
Baltimore part-
nership among 
Streetlite, 
Covenant, 
Baptist Family 
& Children’s 
Services and the 
Baptist Conven-
tion of Maryland/Delaware, 
aims to lift up the school 
through using creativity and 
simple hard work.

In September, LifeLaunch 
partners and Baptist Family 
donors provided students in 
need of back-to-school sup-

plies with backpacks, pens, 
pencils, binders, and reams of 
loose-leaf paper.

Also in September, school 
staff began evaluating their 
students, choosing kids to 

enter into the 
LifeLaunch 

program. 

By design, this program aims 
to lift up kids who are per-
forming below grade level.

LifeLaunch also aims to 
create a stronger community 
in South Baltimore by impact-
ing the lives of a broad cross-
section of that community’s 
kids.  Most of the students 
come from economically dis-
advantaged households, but 
not all.  Kids of every type of 
background encounter learn-

ing challenges, and Life-
Launch helps them all to learn 
and grow.

The Academy’s day begins 
just after the school day ends. 
Every Monday through Thurs-
day, the selected students fin-
ish classes, have a snack, and 

then hit the books for another 
hour of academic enrichment. 

This extra hour of teacher-
supervised work gives strug-
gling students the opportunity 
to catch up. Class sizes are 
intentionally very small, aver-
aging 10 children per teacher. 
Smaller class sizes give the 

Academy’s students their best 
opportunity to benefit from the 
attention of strong teachers.

Class size has been linked 
to academic performance.  
For example, in response to 
requirements set forth in the 
No Child Left Behind Act, the 
Federal Department of Educa-
tion has created a “Class-Size 
Reduction Program,” to cap 
the average reading class size 
in underperforming schools 

at 18 pupils 
per teacher.  
LifeLaunch 
Academy’s 
10:1 pupil-
to-teacher 
ratio goes far 
beyond even 
the ambitious 
federal goal 
in order to 
make a real 
and immedi-
ate difference 
in the educa-
tional careers 
of some 
struggling 
students.

After an 
extra hour of 
academics, 

students participate in an hour 
of recreation and arts enrich-
ment. The focus of this time 
varies day-to-day, but through-
out the year students will have 
time to take field trips, work 
on art projects, learn music, 
participate in dance, and play 

organized sports under the 
watchful eye of trained in-
structors and coaches. 

Volunteers from Streetlite 
and Covenant will play a 
great role in supervising the 
students in this second hour 
of Academy time. Strong 
mentoring relationships will 

form quickly between 
volunteers and the stu-
dents they work with. 
These caring, personal 
relationships are the 
most effective way of 
changing the lives of the 
students participating in 
LifeLaunch.

Watch this space in the 
coming months as we bring 
you the success stories that 
we know will come out of this 
ambitious effort to enrich the 
lives of Baltimore’s school-
aged children.

Bob Gerstmyer

BFCS Executive Director

For more information 
about BFCS, or to ask 
questions or comment 

on articles on this page, 
please call BFCS 
Public Relations 

Associate, Tim Durkin 
(410) 872-1050 ext. 143 

Baptist Family and 

Children’s Services  
7175 Columbia 

Gateway Dr., Suite F 
Columbia, MD 21046

Phone: 
(410) 872-1050    
(800) 621-8834 

Fax: 
(410) 872-1047 

E-mail: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org
Online: 

www.baptistfamily.org

Would you like to be on 
our email list? 

Send a message to: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org

By Bob Gerstmyer

The devastation of New 
Orleans, Biloxi, and oth-
er areas of the United 

States’ Gulf Coast has given 
our country much to mourn, 
and many opportunities to be 
thankful.

As for mourning, the tally 
of dead and displaced is stag-
gering. We may never know 
exactly how many souls were 
lost to the wind and water. 
We do know that more than 
600,000 American citizens 
became refugees in their own 
country overnight. 

And yet, in the darkness 
we have seen a great light. 
The simple giving good-
ness of Americans from all 
walks of life has shown to 
the world that some disasters 
can overwhelm our prepared 
defenses, wreak havoc upon 
our plans, and break our 

hearts. But this hurricane has 
also shown that Americans, 
and her friends abroad, will 
open their hearts and give of 
their resources to help those 
in need.

This compassionate and 
charitable response is essen-
tial to our way of life. It also 
happens to be codified by 
Christ in Matthew 22:37-40. 

A lawyer asks Jesus 
which is the greatest com-
mandment governing Jewish 
life. Jesus replies “’You shall 
love the LORD your God with 
all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.’ 
This is the first and great 
commandment. And the sec-
ond is like it: ‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ 
On these two commandments 
hang all the Law and the 
Prophets.”

And on these two com-
mandments also hang Chris-

tian life in the 21st century. 
Loving your neighbor as 
yourself in the context of Ka-
trina means sending essential 
support to those in need. This 
includes, but is not limited to: 
prayer, love, food and water, 
money, offers of housing, and 
other tangible and intangible 
aid. Baptists in Maryland, 
Delaware and beyond have 
done that.

We have another task 
at hand, and another city to 
rebuild: Baltimore. This has 
begun through a process that 
Baptists in Maryland and Dela-
ware are calling EMBRACE.

Pre-Katrina, Baltimore and 
New Orleans looked like very 
similar cities, and both were 
already in need of a rescue.  
Poverty, unemployment, low 
levels of educational attain-
ment, drug use and the drug 
trade, all these symptoms 
existed in “Charm City” and 

“The Big Easy,” and took a 
massive human toll, causing 
death, despair, and misery.

While New Orleans is a 
focus of national sympathy 
and effort due to the vast 
storm-damage, we need to see 
Baltimore’s problems as they 
are: a catastrophe of major 
proportions. Like Katrina they 
have overwhelmed all our 
best plans, theories and gov-
ernmental contingencies. We 
need to treat Baltimore’s poor 
like the poor of New Orleans-
-that is, as refugees needing 
shelter from a storm they did 
not create and do not have the 
strength to combat alone.

Of course, the blight 
upon Baltimore afflicts many 
of America’s big cities, and 
the problem of rural pov-
erty is very real as well. But 
this challenge, to EMBRACE 
Baltimore, is ours to complete 
right now. 

Christian giving and disaster recovery in 
New Orleans and Baltimore

This month in Reel Advice, 
Wallace & Gromit return in 
their first full-length feature, 
Wallace & Gromit and the Curse 
of the Were-Rabbit. Will it score 
with a scare or scarecely 
score? 

Also this month, The 
Legend of Zorro gallops to 
the screen. Is this a sequel of 
legendary proportions or is it 
legendarily disproportionate? 
Find out in October’s 
Reel Advice! 

  Kevin C. Neece lives in Fort 
Worth, Texas, with his wife 
Melissa and is a student at 

Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

E-mail him at 
kevin_c_neece@yahoo.com

Reel 
Advice 

 by Kevin C. Neece

LifeLaunch Academy lifts off in Federal Hill

A youngster helps distribute back-to-school supplies at Federal Hill 

Preparatory School in Baltimore.
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MAIL, E-MAIL, OR 

FAX YOUR AD 

Deadlines are the 

second Friday of 

each month for the 

following month’s 

issue. Classified 

advertising is 75 cents 

per word ($18.00 

minimum) for BCM/D 

churches and church 

members; 85 cents 

per word ($20.00 

minimum) for non-

profit organizations; 

and 95 cents per word 

($25.00 minimum) 

for commercial 

organizations. Word 

count does not 

include words with 

two letters or less. 

Contact us for display 

ad pricing. 

Acceptance of 

advertising does 

not constitute an 

endorsement of any 

advertiser’s products 

or services.

To Place an Ad

Hawaii 
Cruise 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR — 
The Greater Baltimore Crisis 
Pregnancy Center, a Christian 
pro-life organization, has an 
opening for the position of 
Executive Director, who will 
plan, organize, implement 
and supervise the ministry of 
the Greater Baltimore Crisis 
Pregnancy Center, its staff and 
volunteers. The job is full-time 
and includes benefits.

The applicant should have 
proven leadership experience 
in program development, 
donor relations and person-
nel management.  Experience 
with non-profit organizations 
preferred. Call (410) 243-6699 
or email Al at gbcpcexecdir@
verizon.net for further infor-
mation.

FULL-TIME PASTOR - The 
First Baptist Church of La 
Plata, Md., is seeking an 

energetic man, called of God 
to the ministry, who will lead 
our congregation as we seek 
spiritual growth and the will 
of God for our church - some-
one to provide inspiration and 
guidance as we spread the 
Good News of Jesus Christ in 
our community.  

First Baptist Church of La 
Plata is located in a rapidly 
changing and growing sub-
urban community south of 
Washington DC.  Applicants 
should  (1) Be of good Chris-
tian character as outlined in 
1 Timothy 3:1-7  (2) Adhere 
to doctrine set forth by “The 
Baptist Faith and Message” 
currently adopted by the 
Southern Baptist Convention  
(3) Have previous pastoral ex-
perience leading evangelistic 
growth in a fast growing af-
fluent community located near 
a big city  (4) Have advanced 

education related to the min-
istry.  Qualified applicants 
should send their resume to: 
Neal Wilsey, Pulpit Committee 
Chairman, 4636 Duley Drive, 
White Plains, MD 20695-3113.  
Email: fbcsearch@comcast.
net. Resumes postmarked by 
Oct. 31, 2005 will receive first 
consideration.

PART-TIME COOK - A part-
time cook wanted for year 
round Camp Wo-Me-To in 
Jarrettsville, Md. Call (410) 557-
6296 for more information.

CHRISTIAN PIANO 
TEACHERS — BCM/D is 
compiling a list of Christian 
piano teachers here in Mary-
land and Delaware. If you 
know of a teacher, or teach, 
please send your info or re-
lated questions via e-mail to 
mcamp@bcmd.org.

PEWS FOR SALE — Hughes-
ville Baptist Church has pews 
for sale. They are in excellent 
condition, dark wood, cush-
ions are mauve in color. If 
interested please contact Fred 
Hugel at (301) 274-3672 or (301) 
884-8645.

CHRISTIAN CABLE TV 
— Sky Angel delivers 36-chan-
nels of Television & Radio 
Christian & Family Entertain-
ment directly to your home or 
church. To learn more, contact 
Michael McCarthy by phone 
(410) 570-3309 or e-mail sabao@
comcast.net.

 DON’T FORGET!!
DISCOVERY DAY WORKSHOP:

Who, Me, a Church Planter?

October 29, from 9:00-2:00 pm

at the offices of Northstar Church, 
11801 Fingerboard Road, Monrovia, MD 21770

(directions at www.northstarcommunitychurch.com)

For pastors, staff and lay people, who are interested in 
exploring the possibility that God may be calling them 

into church planting

FREE (including lunch) for the first
20 people who register by email at dshiflett@bcmd.org 

or call Donna Shiflett at (800) 466-5290, ext. 226.
Deadline:  Wednesday, October 26 

NOTE:  This event is NOT for
current church planters.

Serving
n Churches
n Educational groups
n Non Profi t organizations

Can accommodate up to 200 people
n Year round availability
n Conference rooms
n Cabins and lodges

Located in wooded surroundings 
n Pool  
n Lake with canoes and  

     paddle boats
n Picnic pavilion with grills

 n Hiking trails  
 n Hay rides

Camp Wo-Me-To
1200 Knopp Road
PO Box 160
Jarrettsville, MD 21084
(410) 557-6296
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