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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

NICHOLSON, Miss. — 
Members of First Church, 
Laurel, asked God what to 
do to help Hurricane Katrina 
victims and God said, “Go!”  
That’s how Bryan Patrick, First 
Church’s minister of worship, 
described the calling of an 
eight member mission team 
that traveled to Mississippi last 
month. 

The church adopted First 
Church of Nicholson, Miss., 
45 miles northeast of New 
Orleans near the Louisiana 
border through the North 
American Mission Board’s 
Adopt-a-Church program. 

Adopt-A-Church is new 
ministry offered by NAMB 
to link churches, associations 
and conventions in the hur-
ricane affected areas with 
other churches throughout 
the continent for “restoring” 
partnerships. 

The Nicholson church 
survived the storm with the ex-
ception of some roof damage, a 
bent steeple and some drywall 
damage. Church members and 
neighbors, however, were shell 
shocked. 

“People in town are dazed 
and confused,” Patrick said. 

First Church, Laurel, was 
asked to help an elderly couple 
and to bring food for a food 
distribution center. There was 
also a local school that needed 
uniforms for students who lost 
everything or who were dis-
placed due to the storm. Near 
the end of the team’s stay they 
helped the Nicholson church 
throw a block party to give 
people a chance to step away 

from their troubles and just 
enjoy themselves for awhile. 

The team helped T.J. and 
Erma Fryerson, a couple mar-
ried for 53 years. It took two 
weeks after the storm before 
the couple could get to the bot-
tom of their driveway and they 
couldn’t even see the house 
from the road. Patrick said 
the Fryerson’s home had eight 
inches of water inside and 

trees had fallen on it. The team 
worked ripping out the carpets 
and cleaning debris.

“The last few days were 
tough for Mrs. Fryerson,” Pat-
rick said. “The look on her face 
was the same look you see on 
poor grieving widows. She was 
grieving the loss of so many 
memories. She was a true Prov-
erbs 31 woman.” 

First Church, Laurel, responds 
to Mississippi Katrina victims

By Shelley Mager
BaptistLIFE Correspondent

WASHINGTON, D.C. — 
The overcast skies and chill in 
the air couldn’t stop the thou-
sands of people that poured 
into Washington for the DC 
Festival on 
October 8 and 
9. The two day 
festival began 
on Saturday 
in the pouring 
rain, affecting 
or canceling 
some events, 
but that did 
not deter the 
speakers, 
bands and ath-
letes from com-
ing out to the 
National Mall 
on Sunday. 

The DC 
Festival com-
bined fast-
paced bands 
like Steven Curtis Chapman, 
CeCe Winans, Tye Tribbett and 
GA, Yuri and Jump5 for wor-
ship. Speakers included Gary 
Chapman, Nationals’ player 

Jamie Carroll, Christian Hosoi, 
John Doltan, and of course, 
international evangelist Luis 
Palau.   

Perhaps the wildest part of 
the celebration, however, was 
the show put on by the Livin 
It Action Sports tour, hosted 

by actor Stephen Baldwin. The 
show included professional 
skateboarders and BMX bikers 
performing mind-blowing, 
gravity-defying stunts. 

Baldwin began by thank-
ing God first and foremost 
for letting them come out and 
perform. He also thanked Luis 
Palau and guest speaker Jay 
Alabama, and then he intro-
duced the skating and biking 
teams. 

Tricks such 
as the “Tailwhip,” 
“Nosegrind,” 
“Boomerang” and 
“Superman” sent 
oohs and ahhs 
rippling through 
the hundreds 
that packed the 
Sports Zone. Rap 
and rock music 
pumped through 
the loudspeakers 
while the athletes 
performed. 

The arena 
exploded with 
cheers and ap-
plause when skat-
ers slid down a 
pipe, flipped their 

boards under their feet and 
flew several feet into the air 
coming off of the ramps. They 
took more than their share of 
spills, but always jumped back 

up to tumultuous applause. A 
skater even invented dozens of 
complicated tricks on his own 
such as twists and flips on the 
board that he demonstrated 
on a platform in the arena. 

One skater, Josh Casper, 
who has skated for over 14 
years all over the world, stood 
up to give his testimony of 
how God changed his life. 

Casper explained how 
along the road he lost his 
focus and in turn lost his 
sponsors. After skating pro-
fessionally all over the world, 
he finally came home to live 
with his mother. It was she 
who invited him to church 
for the first time. Thinking he 
didn’t have anything better to 
do, he went with her. Several 
months later he was involved 
in Bible studies and church 
events, and he received Christ 
and was baptized. Now God 
is right at the center of his 
ministry. 

“That’s what I’m living 
for,” says Casper, skateboard 
in hand. “That’s what I’m skat-
ing for.”

“Livin’ It” at the DC Festival

continued on page five

continued on page eight

Happy 

Thanksgiving!
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In many ways 2005 has been 
what has become a typical 
year in the life of the Baptist 

Convention of Maryland/Dela-
ware. We have maintained our 
mission focus. The mission of 
our multi-state convention is 
“to intentionally assist in the 
starting and the strengthen-
ing of congregations so that 
together we can accomplish 
the Great Commission.” We 
remain on target in achieving 
our vision of “600 congrega-
tions and 150,000 members 
who are seriously committed 
to becoming devoted followers 
of Christ by the year 2010.” 

We have seen progress 
in each of our five strategic 
initiatives: church planting and 
multiplication, congregational 
development, leadership devel-
opment and support, missions 
involvement and resource 

development. Cooperative 
Program giving will exceed 
last year’s giving if trends con-
tinue. We have had some staff 
transition. We have welcomed 
new staff to assist in resourc-
ing our churches. 

In some ways, 2005 has 
presented new challenges and 
opportunities. Hurricanes Ka-
trina and Rita presented both. 
We have mobilized to assist 
our partners in Mississippi, 
Louisiana and Alabama in the 
wake of the storms’ destruc-
tion. I am so proud of Mary-
land/Delaware Baptists and 
the way we continue to reach 
out to our brothers and sisters 
in need.

Perhaps the greatest open 
door of opportunity for wit-
ness and ministry in 2005 has 
centered on our cities. In part-
nership with our local associa-

tions and the North American 
Mission Board, we are seeing 
an urban strategy develop that 
has tremendous potential for 
lifting the name of Jesus in 
Baltimore, Wilmington, and 
eventually Silver Spring and 
other areas beginning to take 
on urban characteristics. We 
are learning that in coopera-
tion we have the potential and 
the power in Christ to make 
a difference in areas where 
Baptists have traditionally 
struggled. 

As we look forward to 
2006, we stand in need of 
evaluating our methods and 
processes. Our mission is on 
target. Our vision may not 
quite be bold enough. Our 
strategic initiatives need 
evaluation and tweaking. Our 
methods, staff organization 
and budgets must be reviewed 

and changed to better target 
our energy and resources to 
the areas of greatest need and 
opportunity. Redreaming the 
dream always presents unique 
challenges. If done correctly, 
however, it will also provide 
new synergy and impetus.

Thank you, Maryland/Del-
aware Baptists, for your faith-
fulness in serving our Lord. 
We as your Baptist Resource 
Network want to position our-
selves to be even more effec-
tive in coming alongside you 
and your church in this Great 
Commission effort. We need 
your best praying and your 
best thinking as we approach 
the last half of this decade. 
People desperately need the 
message we proclaim. With 
God’s help and power we will 
see an awakening in this most 
strategic area of our world.

Thank you for your faithfulness

Today I am on an airplane 
returning from a home-
coming of sorts. For my 

tenth anniversary as pastor 
of Faith Baptist, my congrega-
tion sent me to my home state 
to see my parents, my college 
son, my beloved Alabama 
Crimson Tide play the Florida 
Gators and to experience once 
again the thrill of NASCAR 
on the high banks of Talla-
dega Super Speedway. What a 
weekend! My parents still love 
me, my football team won the 
game, my son did not ask for 
money, and the sight of race 
cars still revs up my engine. 
It was almost a perfect home-
coming. And the best part of it 

all was that my church family 
actually gave me a two-way 
ticket! 

Homecomings are impor-
tant for many different rea-
sons, and that is why I want 
to encourage each of you to 
attend our upcoming State 
Convention at the Sheraton 
Hotel in Towson, Md. I believe 
it will be both an informative 
and enjoyable time. We will 
kick it off with a “Gaither-
style” homecoming sing-along 
on Sunday night. This mass 
choir will combine singers and 
orchestra members from across 
our multi-state convention. 

The Pastor’s Conference on 
Monday morning will fea-

ture H. B. London, who is the 
Pastor’s Pastor from Focus on 
the Family. 

On Monday afternoon our 
homecoming will continue 
when our 170th convention be-
gins. This year’s meeting will 
be filled with special guests 
from our Baptist institutions, 
state conventions, seminaries 
and even our United States 
military. This is indeed a 
homecoming celebration as 
our beloved convention began 
in Baltimore 170 years ago.

One of my favorite parts 
of homecomings is the oppor-
tunity to once again see peo-
ple who are special to me. The 
same should be true at this 

year’s BCM/D Convention. All 
of us have people who, in vari-
ous ways have influenced our 
walk with God. Some of these 
folks will no doubt be at this 
convention. So look them up, 
pat them on the back, and say 
“thank you” for allowing our 
Heavenly Father to use you to 
influence me.

Plan now to attend, enjoy, 
and celebrate. Who knows, 
Jesus may return soon and 
we might celebrate next year’s 
convention/homecoming in 
glory. And if we do, I promise 
I won’t be the one up front and 
that, my friends, will be fine 
with me! 

You’re invited to a homecoming

I am not an athlete by any 
stretch of the imagination. 
(For those of you who are 

laughing, I did play football 
and baseball in junior and 
senior high school). I am not 
one who consistently exercises. 
There I said it. I know I should, 
but I am very undisciplined in 
this area. Recently I have be-
gun to ride my bicycle as a way 
to prime the pump of solving 
the exercise dilemma. I really 
like riding a bike, but I’m even 
struggling to be consistent with 
this form of exercise.

It occurs to me that my 
experience with flexing my 
physical muscles has a strong 
parallel with our spiritual mus-
cles. No effort to form spiritual 

disciplines has a greater chal-
lenge than that of the prayer 
arena. Our theme for this 
year’s BCM/D Annual Meet-
ing is “Call Unto Me” which 
comes from Jeremiah 33:3. In 
the New Living Translation, 
verses 2 and 3 say, “The Lord, 
the Maker of the heavens and 
earth – the Lord is His name 
– says this, Ask me and I will 
tell you some remarkable 
secrets about what is going to 
happen here.” 

Are you asking? Are you 
calling on Him? Apparently 
He is waiting to tell us some 
pretty incredible things if we 
will be disciplined in our ap-
proach to prayer. I don’t know 
about you, but I would really 

like to hear what God is about 
to do. I don’t want to be the 
last to know. I want to be ‘in 
the know’ about the exciting 
things God wants to accom-
plish both in and through our 
lives.

Tom Elliff, in his book, 
A Passion for Prayer, cites a 
letter of encouragement to the 
Lisu tribespeople in southwest 
China. It was written in the 
early 20th century by Chinese 
missionary, J.O. Fraser. Fraser 
writes in his letter that there is 
a distinction between general 
prayer and definite prayer. 
Fraser said, “In general prayer 
I am limited by my ignorance. I 
may know very little, in detail, 
about the object of my prayer, 

but I can at any rate commend 
it to God and leave it all with 
Him. But definite prayer is a 
very different matter. It is in 
a special sense ‘the prayer of 
faith.’ A definite request is 
made in definite faith for a 
definite answer.”

Are you consistently and 
specifically calling on God? 
Are you praying for definite 
answers? Join me in a renewed 
commitment to re-focus our 
personal and corporate prayer 
lives. I know that we do not 
hear from heaven when there 
is sin in our lives. But could it 
be that we are also not hearing 
from heaven because we are not 
praying as we should…fervent-
ly, faithfully and fully-focused?

Calling unto God keeps our spiritual muscles flexed
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Arundel Association

College Parkway Church, 
Arnold, hosted a fall festival 
to help victims of Hurricane 
Katrina and also for Tsunami 
relief in Southeast Asia. The 
church worked with Broad-
neck Church, Annapolis, 
St. Andrews by the Bay and 
Broadneck Youth & Family 
Services. BCM/D’s praise band, 
“PROXIMITY,” and Caleb 
Horton from Anne Arundel 
Community College’s Baptist 
Student Ministry, along with 
other Christian artists in Anne 
Arundel County provided 
music for the event. 

Four hundred people 
attended the festival, which 
raised $1,800.  

David Rajan, a member of 
Faith Church, Glen Burnie, 
has been in India working on 
church planting and other 
ministry. Rajan recently report-
ed on a new church dedication 
in a village 30 kilometers north 
of Chennai. The pastor, Nanda-
kumar, is a Hindu convert. His 
previous church was burned 
by Hindus two years ago. Ser-
vices are being held on Thurs-
days and Sundays for about 35 
people, all Hindus. 

Glen Burnie Church’s se-
niors group, “The Silver Sages,” 
recently adopted a couple in 
Ireland who are working with 
youth. Fred Stumme updated 
the group about the couple’s 
ministry. 

The Team Kids from Grace 
Baptist Church of Sunset 
Beach are having a food drive 
for North County Emergency 
Outreach Network. 

Baltimore Association

First Church, Dundalk, 
celebrated its 75th anniversary 
last month. Chris Gundmunds-
son is pastor of the church.

The church celebrated 
on Oct. 15 beginning with a 
history of the church, special 
music and refreshments. 

The Imperials will be 
in concert at 7 p.m. on Nov. 
20 at Middle River Church, 
Baltimore. Founded in 1964 
by Jake Hess, the group was 
inducted into the Gospel Music 
Association Hall of Fame and 
has received numerous Dove 
Awards throughout their 40-
year career.

The men’s group at North 
Point Church, Baltimore, had 
a fall car check-up for senior 
adults and single women. 
“Customers” provide oil and 
filters and the men provide 
free labor.

Woodbrook Church, Bal-
timore, had a yard sale to raise 
funds to help Katrina victims. 

The church called Heike 
Burghart Rice as its music 
minister. Rice was born in Ger-
many, the daughter of Baptist 
missionaries. She is married to 
accomplished musical com-
poser, Steven Rice. 

Heike received her Doctor 
of Music degree at the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati in 2005. 

Woodbrook will have a fall 
retreat on Nov. 19 featuring 
singer/songwriter Kyle Mat-
thews.

Blue Ridge Association

Summit Trace Church, 
Frederick, sent a mission team 
to team to Brookhaven, Miss., 
to help Katrina victims. 

The team worked in a 
disaster relief shelter. The 
church also supplied $400 
worth of Wal-Mart gift cards 
to displaced families. A second 
response construction team 
will help in March. 

Virginia Avenue Church, 
Hagerstown, renovated an en-
tire house for the youth. Teens 
can come and hang out in a 
safe environment with games, 
televisions, sound systems and 
a café. 

Delaware Association

Bethany Church, Wilm-
ington, will have its annual 
“Bear Affair” on Nov. 20. Each 
year the church collects about 
400 stuffed teddy bears for 
children suffering from H.I.V. 
at the A. I. Dupont Children’s 
Hospital. 

The ladies of the church 
prepare desserts and invite 
guest speakers. The “admis-
sion” to the event is a bear. 

Early in December the 
church will have a parents’ 
night out for the community, 
offering parents an opportu-
nity to drop their kids off for 
pizza and games while Mom 
and Dad go Christmas shop-
ping or just take a needed 
break. Gene Johnson is pastor 
of Bethany. 

The Girls in Action at 
Hockessin Church collected 
school supplies for Louisiana 
children dislocated by Hurri-
cane Katrina.  

 
Eastern Association 

Berlin First Church gave 
away 640 bottles of water, 
snacks and over 1,000 Bible 
tracts to visitors at Berlin’s 
annual Fiddler’s Convention. 
Each year the annual bluegrass 
competition draws folks from 
all around to hear the fiddlers, 
banjo pickers, guitarists and 
mandolin players. 

The church is building a 
float showing the birth, cru-
cifixion and resurrection of 
Jesus. for the Berlin Christmas 
parade. Church members will 
also hand out hot chocolate and 
tracts to those along the parade 
route. 

Berlin is also planning to 
have a live nativity this year for 
Christmas. 

Mid-Maryland Association

Northwest Church, Reis-
terstown, has DC4K - Divorce 
care for kids. The ministry 
helps children whose parents 
are separated or divorced. 
Leaders use Bible-based vid-
eos showing children strug-
gling with separation situa-
tions. The group also looks 
at people in the Bible who 
struggle through some diffi-
cult times and how God helps 
them. 

The church also has Di-
vorce Care for adults.

The seniors group at 
Bethel Church, Ellicott City, 
will be serving Thanksgiving 
dinners at the Howard County 
Juvenile Center for girls and 
they’ll serve both Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas dinners for 
the Inner Harbor Ministry’s 
Curtis Bay feeding program. 

Elwood Ulmer was the 
guest speaker at Bethel’s seniors 
group in September. Ulmer 
does clown ministry around 
Maryland and Delaware.

Montgomery Association

A combined choir with 
members from Ashton, 
Colesville, First Rockville 
and Montrose churches will 
present the Christmas musical, 
“Agnus Dei,” at 7 p.m. on Dec. 
3 at Colesville Church, Dec. 4 
at 4 p.m. at Montrose Church 
and 7 p.m. at First, Rockville.

Redland Church, Rock-
ville, gave away “goodie” 
bags that included tracts and 
church information for mem-
bers to distribute with candy 
to trick-or-treaters. 

The church will have its 
“Soul Fuel Fall Retreat” this 
month. Youth will be divided 
in host homes for a weekend 
based on gender and grades. 
Each day they gather together 
for small and large group Bible 
studies, worship and fun time. 
The event concludes with a cel-
ebration party with food and 
games. 

Potomac Association

Cobb Island Church col-
lected $16,000 for Hurricane 
Katrina relief. 

Emmanuel Church, 
Huntington, made two trips 
to Louisiana to help with 
Katrina and Rita relief, work-
ing with “We Care Ministries” 
and pairing with the 82nd 
Airborne to help search for 
survivors and organize help.

The Potters Place, St. 
Leonard, had a community 
block party in September. 
Two-hundred visitors came for 
crafts, face painting, games, a 
moon bounce, food and music.

Throughout the event, 
visitors could write prayer 
requests and receive free 
Bibles. The church gave away 
93 Bibles.  

On Oct. 15, the church dis-
played their puppets and gave 
out tracts and church informa-
tion at the St. Leonard Com-
munity Fun Festival. Later 
on the same day, the church 
hosted a presentation of “Judo 
for Jesus” featuring Marshall 
Coffman of Dunkirk Church.  

The Potter’s Place mem-
bers will sing Christmas carols 
throughout St. Leonard’s busi-
ness district next month. 

Linda Berry retired as 
administrative assistant for 
the Potomac Association. 
Berry served for 12 years. She 
also served as president of the 
Secretarial Staff of Maryland/
Delaware for two terms and 
has been active in theNational 
Association of Southern Bap-
tist Secretaries. 

Tammy Gilleland has 
replaced Berry. Gilleland and 
her husband, Jim, are members 
of Hughesville Church. 

White Plains Church 
had a hurricane relief benefit 
featuring performances by 
local bands and a Christian 
magician.

Prince George’s Associati

Kettering Church, Upper 
Marlboro, had its annual fall 
job fair last month. The minis-
try to the church and the com-
munity offers opportunities 
for job seekers and employers 
to connect and interview skills 
counseling. 

The church has been 
hosting the job fair since 1996. 
Over 200 people attend each 
year. 

Kettering celebrated its 
36th anniversary last month 
with revival services. 

Whitehall Church, Ac-
cokeek, had a Noah’s Ark Fall 
Festival. Children and youth 
were invited to dress like ani-
mals on Noah’s Ark and come 
to a party with snacks and 
games, including a scavenger 
hunt. 

Susquehanna Association

Calvary Church, Bel 
Air, had a fall kick-off event 
for women in the church and 
community. The ladies had a 
luncheon featuring food from 
their church cookbook. 

Oak Grove Church, Bel 
Air, had a clown ministry 
workshop in October. 

First Church, North East, 
had its annual car show and 
family fall festival. 

Western Association

 Deep Creek Church, 
Oakland, worked with local 
non-denominational churches 
to fill an 18-wheeler with sup-
plies for the Gulf Coast to help 
hurricane victims.

First Church, Keyser, 
celebrated its 50th anniversary 
in September.

Grace Church, Cumber-
land, is a drop off point for 
“Toys for Happiness,” a com-
munity program to help local 
families. On the day families 
stop by to pick up gifts, the 
church gives them an invita-
tion to a Christmas party on 
the same afternoon. Church 
members host games and ac-
tivities, serve dinner, give away 
Bibles and present the Gospel. 
Doug White, pastor of the 
church, said each year children 
are saved. 

Grace Church will join 
with Second Church, Cumber-
land, for an annual Thanksgiv-
ing service this year. 

The youth of LaVale 
Church are reaching out to oth-
er youth in their community. 
On Sunday afternoons they’re 
inviting neighboring teens to 
a game of flag football then 
inviting them to stay and join 
them for “ESCAPE,” a worship 
service geared for youth. 

When Allegany High 
School has home football 
games, LaVale’s youth host 
“Overtime” in their decorated 
fellowship hall. They invite 
kids for after the game fun 
with pizza, hot wings, des-
serts, Christian bands and a 
devotional time. LaVale’s youth 
director is Ryan Strother. 

Miscellaneous

The Baptist Student Min-
istry at Frostburg is having a 
Spaghetti Dinner (Eat for Mis-
sions) from 4:30 to 8:30 p.m. on 
Nov. 18 at the Baptist Student 
Ministry Center. The cost is $4 
per person and those under 
eight-years-old eat free. Funds 
will help support summer 
mission trips for Frostburg 
students and for students from 
other colleges in the BCM/D 
area. 

Inner Harbor Ministry 
needs non-perishables for use 
in a Thanksgiving ministry 
event. Groups that gather bags 
of food items can call (410) 682-
4357, or the Baltimore Associa-
tion (410) 882-0000 for pick up.

Baltimore

Blue Ridge

Eastern

Delaware

Mid-Maryland

Potomac

Western

Susquehanna

Prince George’s

Miscellaneous

Arundel Montgomery



BL • November 2005 • 4

“Call Unto Me” with church planting in mind

Four years ago now, Jean 
Guth and the Missions 
Team at Weems Creek 

Church in Annapolis, Md., 
began to pray about the pos-
sibility of planting a new 
church. Pastor David Orr and 
the congregation joined Guth 
in this process of earnest, 
diligent petition, asking God 
to prepare their hearts for such 
a selfless opportunity. Their 
prayer was that the Father 
would use them to reach lost 
people for Jesus and that the 
start of a new congregation 
would make a difference in 
their region for our Lord.

It was a noble prayer, a 
passion-filled prayer. And the 
Weems Creek family over time 
responded affirmatively: they 
were willing to be used of 

God to start a new church. So, 
plans were made, and budgets 
were set up. As they did, the 
congregation naturally began 
to ask where they should plant 
this new church. They began 
to make this new concern a 
matter of serious, continual 
prayer. And soon it became 
clear: God was leading them to 
plant this new church on the 
southern half of Kent Island, 
where there was a great need 
for a new evangelical church 
to be started.

So now the prayers 
changed again: this time, 
that God would bring them 
the perfect church planter 
and family to establish this 
ministry on the Island. They 
developed a profile of such a 
planter and began to intercede 
to God on his behalf and that 
of the unreached people living 

on Kent Island. At this point, it 
seems, God began to test their 
commitment, as He waited 
almost a year and a half, to see 
if they would persevere in this 
Kingdom concern.

They did. In October of 
2004, the resume of Jeffrey 
Pearson, a student at South-
ern Seminary in Louisville, 
Kentucky, came across Pastor 
Orr’s desk. Almost instantly, 
he and the church realized 
that Jeff and his family were a 
“match” for the profile and for 
the people of Kent Island.

The rest, as they say, is his-
tory, with the Pearsons coming 
to plant a church at the end of 
January. I could go on to tell 
you about how Jean Guth and 
the church at Weems Creek 
have refused to relinquish 

their privilege of praying for 
the Pearsons and “The Bridge” 
– the name of the new church 
that has been started this year. 
I could tell you about how they 
prayed for God’s favor to rest 
on Jeff as he met the people 
of the Island and especially 
those who are in positions of 
authority, like government and 
school officials. I could tell 
you that God’s favor opened 
remarkable doors of opportu-
nity for him. I could also tell 
you how earnestly Pastor Orr 
and the congregation prayed 
for the summer Vacation Bible 
School that The Bridge held 
this summer on the Island and 
that 31 children committed 
their lives to Christ as a result.

At the BCM/D’s annual 
meeting this month, our theme 
is “Call Unto Me,” hearkening 
back to the words God gave 

Jeremiah years ago, regarding 
the great and mighty things 
He wanted to show them in 
the prophet’s day. I believe 
God still wants to do that with 
us today. Why not make pray-
ing for church planters a part 
of your Acts 1:8 strategy for 
reaching our world for Jesus?  
Here are some ways you can:

Join the prayer prayers 
team. Each month a prayer 
list is emailed to those who 
have committed to praying for 
our church planters. Five new 
requests are listed, as well as 
five answers to prayer from 
the previous months’ lists. To 
date, we have over 300 people 
praying for our planters, but 
we need many more. Email me 
or call me and I’ll add you to 
the list.

Use the 
prayer bulletin 
insert. A monthly 
prayer bulletin 
insert is posted 
on the BCM/D 
website each month 
(www.yourbcmd.
org/prayergram), 
highlighting the 
needs and results 
in church planting. 
Print it, copy it 
and use it in your 
Sunday bulletin, 
your midweek prayer 

service or your Sunday School 
class as a guide to praying for 
our planters.

Join a planter’s inter-
cessory prayer team. Each 
planter is told as he begins 
his ministry that he needs to 
secure at least 50 people who 
will lift His needs (personal 
and ministry) up to the Father 
faithfully as he is starting the 
new church. Some of these 
planters are located in your 
associations, where you could 
be of great assistance in this 
foundational way. If you don’t 
know of a need like this in 
your area, let me know and 
I’ll help you connect with a 
planter who would value your 
prayers.

Prayerwalk a communi-
ty. Many planters spend time 
praying “onsite with insight” 
in their communities as they 

begin their ministry in a spe-
cific locale. They are praying 
for God to open their eyes to 
see the needs and opportuni-
ties right around them, as 
well as praying for the people 
in their community who live 
near them. Associational lead-
ers are doing this too, as they 
seek God’s will about poten-
tial locations for new church 
plants. These one time, or once 
a month opportunities, thrive 
on collective prayer, so your 
presence would make a big 
difference.

Adopt a church plant for 
praying purposes. One of the 
newest strategies we are using 
in prayer is asking churches 
like yours to adopt a church 
plant and its church planter as 
a prayer ministry. Your church 
would begin a relationship 
with the plant’s pastor, hearing 
his heart about the concerns 
and possibilities before them. 
Your church would commit to 
praying for them in an ongo-
ing fashion for the length of 
time agreed upon by both par-
ties involved.

Pray about parenting a 
new church. Why not con-
sider the possibility that God 
could use your church to plant 
a new church, like Weems 
Creek did? Whether you’re a 
pastor, like David Orr, or a lay 
person, like Jean Guth, God 
could use you in this way to 
open a door of ministry to un-
reached people in our Mid-At-
lantic region. This in fact could 
be a part of your church’s Acts 
1:8 strategy for making a dif-
ference in our world for Jesus.

“Call unto Me.” It all 
begins with words like these. 
May we that are a part of the 
Baptist Convention of Mary-
land/Delaware recognize that 
this is THE vital, crucial, foun-
dational beginning point for 
all we do in ministry, includ-
ing church planting.

David Jackson is a consultant 
with the Baptist Convention of 

Maryland/Delaware in the area 
of Church Planting and Multi-
plication. He can be reached at 
djackson@bcmd.org or at (800) 

466-5290, ext. 225.

David Jackson

BCM/D Consultant for 

Church Planting and 

Multiplication

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

 
COLUMBIA, Md. — Tae 

Park, BCM/D’s Asian church 
planting missionary will retire 
on Dec. 3l. Park served for 21 
years planting and encourag-
ing new church starts and 
teaching new ministers. Park 
is responsible for more than 
50 churches in Maryland, 
Delaware, Northern Virginia, 
Washington D.C. and beyond. 

“Almost like clockwork, 
you could expect Dr. Park an-
nually to start at least five new 
congregations within the Asian 
community of the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/Dela-
ware,” David Jackson, church 
planting consultant said. “This 
legacy will outlive us all.”

Park was instrumental in 
establishing a Korean ex-

tension branch of Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
at the Global 
Mission 
Church in 
Silver Spring, 
where he is 
a member. 
Park is now 
director of the 
off-campus 
program and 
an adjunct 
professor of 
Baptist His-
tory, Church 
History, 
Church Plant-
ing, Mission 
and Evange-
lism. 

Park was born and raised 
in Korea and his family wor-
shipped at Buddhist Temples. 
His sister visited a church and 

accepted Christ. At her invita-
tion, Park also visited and he 

too became a 
believer in Jesus 
Christ. Park 
said his fam-
ily, especially 
his mother was 
very distraught 
over his deci-
sion. Later, 
Park’s mother 
moved to the 
United States 
with Park and 
she came to 
know Christ. 

When Park 
retires, he will 
continue to 
serve as the ex-

ecutive director of the Council 
of Korean Southern Baptist 
Churches in America. The 
Korean Council is affiliated 

with the SBC and they have a 
fellowship group. The council 
sent missionaries to China and 
other countries and planted 
new Korean churches in the 
United States, Canada, South 
America and Central America. 

Park looks forward to be-
ing able to spend more time 
with his family. He and his 
wife, Ruth Ok Kum, have two 
children, June and John and 
three grandchildren. 

Park chuckled when asked 
about what he does in his spare 
time – he doesn’t have any. But 
if he did, he would play golf. 
“Tae Park has been a valuable 
part of our BCM/D missions 
impact for two decades,” 
BCM/D executive director 
David Lee said. “Much of our 
work among our Asian Ameri-
can brothers and sisters bears 
marks of Tae’s influence.”

After serving 20 years, Tae Park retires as BCM/D 
Asian church planting missionary
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Patrick said Mrs. Fryerson 
kept a clean home and it was 
hard for her to have strangers 
cleaning up moldy carpet. The 
couple has grown children 
who try to help also, but they 
have homes to repair as well. 

The First Church of 
Nicholson averages about 70 
people. Danny Nance, pas-
tor of the church, said after 
the storm they experienced 
a “9/11 effect.” There was a 
surge in attendance as the 
stricken community turned 
to the church, but then atten-
dance went back to normal. 

Nance said the church 
became an unofficial food dis-
tribution center right after the 
storm. A steady flow of people 
in need came to get supplies. 
And it’s been an emotional 
time. Rarely a week goes by 
without someone breaking 
down as they gather the food. 
They just don’t know what to 
do. 

Nicholson is now faced 
with a lack of jobs. The com-
munity has faced its share of 
drug and alcohol problems, 
crime, poverty and cults. 
Thirty to forty percent of the 
area had jobs along the gulf 
coast and now they don’t have 
jobs to go back to. 

First Church, Laurel, will 
continue to monitor the Nich-
olson church’s food bank sup-
plies and send help as needed. 

Patrick said First Church, 
Laurel, has named the church 
link the “Macedonia Partner-
ship,” based on II Corinthians 
8, which tells how the church 
in Macedonia helped the 
church in Jerusalem. 

“This is our church’s 
response to that. We’re giving 
back to Mississippi. 

Patrick called the eight-
person mission team an “eclec-
tic group” made up of a variety 
of people including a nurse, 
marine, security officer and 

a rocket scientist. Most never 
served together before. 

“Our team has struggled 
– seeing all that has to be done; 
you almost want to be able to 
come in like superman and just 
turn the entire region around. 

But what they saw over-
whelmed them. 

“When you drive into 
town on I-10, about ten miles 
north of the coastline you see 
trailers and campers parked in 
a big field – hundreds of them 
going back as far as you can 
see. You see a lot of billboards 
down. But it doesn’t hit until 
you’re off the interstate and see 
the destruction,” Patrick said. 

“What you have to realize 
as a disaster relief worker is 
that unless you have a team of 
about a thousand you’re never 
going to sweep a town off its 
feet. But we have impacted 
the world of one family this 
week and we have been able 
through God’s strength and 
Spirit to impact the ministry 
of a pastor who’s been bur-
dened for this town for years.”  

“We’re so very thankful 
for folks who have come to 
help,” Nance said. “ It’s just 
been amazing, overwhelm-
ing, very affirming for people. 
God has not forgotten Nichol-
son, Miss.”

First Church, Laurel, responds to Mississippi Katrina victims
continued from page one

By Shannon Baker
National Coorespondent

WASHINGTON, D.C. — 
With Luis Palau’s October 8-9 
“Great Music and Good News” 
DC Festival and the upcom-
ing June 2006 Metro Maryland 
Franklin Graham Festival, 
Southern Baptists all along the 
I-95 corridor between Washing-
ton, D.C., and Baltimore, Md., 
are joining efforts to reach their 
neighbors for Christ.

Southern Baptists were 
among the estimated 50,000 
people who attended the DC 
Festival on the National Mall, 
sponsored by the Luis Palau 
Association and supported by 
899 churches and 3,500-plus 
youth and adults who were 
trained in friendship evange-
lism during the buildup to the 
weekend. 

Thom Thornton, BCM/D 
consultant for evangelism and 
collegiate ministry, shared that 
the BCM/D has been intricately 
involved with the DC Festival 
from its conception. 

“From early meetings 
with Andrew Palau up to and 
through the event, we have 
partnered with the Luis Palau 
organization to equip people 
for evangelism, engage church-
es to the opportunities of the 
Festival and reach our area for 
the cause of Christ.”

 He said several BCM/D 
churches took advantage of 
the evangelism and counseling 
training events to participate as 
volunteers during the Festival, 
which highlighted the best ele-
ments of today’s most popular 
music festivals (everything 
from hot contemporary music 
acts and exotic food stands to a 
full-blown, stand-alone ex-
treme sports skate park).

Included on the Festival’s 
main stage were contemporary 

Christian recording artists 
Third Day, Steven Curtis Chap-
man, Cece Winans, TobyMac, 
Kirk Franklin, Tye Tribbett & 
GA, and former Mexican soap 
opera actress and performer 
Yuri, among others. 

In the Sports Zone, profes-
sional sports personalities, in-
cluding Carlos Baerga and Nick 
Johnson of the Washington 
Nationals baseball team, Mark 
Simpson of the DC United soc-
cer team, PGA golfer Bernhard 
Langer and former NFL player 
Steve Fitzhugh of the Denver 
Broncos, shared testimonies of 
their faith, 

Ventriloquist Mark Thomp-
son joined VeggieTales’ “Bob 
and Larry” in the children’s 
area, full of games and Gos-
pel-minded activities for the 
children.

In addition, some of the 
nation’s best skateboard and 
BMX athletes joined actor/film-
maker Stephen Baldwin in a 
Livin’ It Action sports stage, 
where pastor and pro-skater 
Jay Alabama spoke to standing-
room-only crowds.

Each evening, despite tor-
rential rains on the first day, 
Christian communicator and 
author Luis Palau shared mes-
sages of hope punctuated by 
personal testimonies of people 
he has met all over the world. 

The Argentine-born evan-
gelist, who has taken God’s 
message of love to an estimated 
21 million people in 70 nations, 
reminded the overwhelmingly 
young DC crowd, “The Truth 
will set you free. And if you are 
free, you are free indeed!” 

Pointing to God’s ability to 
help people be free from im-
moral temptations, loneliness  
and desperation, he shared his 
longing for the participants 
to say, “I found God on the 
National Mall.”

Festival organizers say 
there were 1,560 documented 
decisions to receive Christ or 
rededicate to Christ, bring-
ing the total to 3,100 for the 
festival week, which included 
Operation Compassion, a min-
istry which mobilized area 
Christians to do community 
service in the public schools 
or to participate in an onsite 
food drive, a family health fair 
and hurricane relief develop-
ment.

Pastor Mark Johnson of 
Beltsville Church off the I-495 
Beltway surrounding Wash-
ington, D.C., served as a pas-
toral advisor for the event.  He 
and six other members from 
his church participated in 
counseling training provided 
by the Palau organization.

 “I thought the Festival 
was a very innovative at-
tempt at mass evangelism,” 
said Johnson, who marveled 
at Luis Palau’s effort to reach 
a new culture. “Palau knows 
that, except for a few select 
evangelists, the old model 
of stadium crusades doesn’t 
work very well.”

Johnson met with other 
pastors on Monday following 
the event to organize follow-
up for those who responded to 
invitations to make a decision 
for Christ.

BCM/D executive direc-
tor, David Lee cheered, “We 
may be on the brink of seeing 
one of the greatest movements 
of God in human history. The 
world has its eyes focused on 
the Baltimore-Washington cor-
ridor. A genuine awakening in 
this region of our world could 
spread quickly throughout 
this nation and to the utter-
most parts of the world. That 
is why it is so critical to pray 
for God to move in power. We 
are already seeing God’s hand 

at work in Baltimore. Doors 
are opening.” 

Bob Simpson, BCM/D 
director of communications, 
also noted the importance of 
ministry in the region. “The 
Baltimore/Washington met-
ropolitan region is not unlike 
Rome in Paul’s day. All roads 
led to and from Rome. Wash-
ington, and the surrounding 
area, including Baltimore, is 
similar in that the heart and 
soul of the nation is represent-
ed here,” he said.

 “My desire is that the DC 
Festival awakens our area to 
the need and opportunities of 
evangelism,” agreed Thornton. 
“I hope this fuels the interest 
in our churches, and we see 
over 200 BCM/D churches 
participating in the Franklin 
Graham Metro-Maryland 
Festival in July 2006 at Camden 
Yards in Baltimore. 

“How exciting would it be 
to see the next awakening of 
God’s power and grace emerge 
in our region from these dy-
namic festival events?” 

Local volunteers sense God’s movement at the DC Festival

Wayne Matthews, pastor of Marbury Church, shares 

the Good News of Christ using a color-coded brace-

let with children who visited The VeggieTales/Narnia 

Children’s Area of Luis Palau’s DC Festival. 

First Church Laurel’s “Macedonia Project” derives its name from the church in Macedonia that gave 

back to the church in Jerusalem in their time of need. Because Mississippi Baptists have given so 

much to the BCM/D, FBCL has been compelled to give back in their time of need. The concentric 

circles in the logo represent their desire to encourage and equip the caregivers in the midst of this 

tragedy to carry out their ministry more effectively.



StaffMeet Your

Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware
10255 Old Columbia Road
Columbia, MD 21046-1716

 

(800) 466-5290
www.yourbcmd.org

Need a place for 
your next meeting?
Reflect, be re-created and be refreshed at the
Skycroft Conference and Retreat Center.

A variety of housing accommodations, recreation, 
beautiful surroundings, excellent dining, affordable 
rates and friendly service – we are ready to serve 
you! (800) 536-6759  •  www.skycroft.org



BL • November 2005 • 7

Stop by our booth at the Annual Meeting!

The 2005 Youth Evangelism Conference
Seventh Day Slumber, Joel Goddard, 
Andrew Arthur, TJ Foltz and more!

www.yourbcmd.org/REACH
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“Livin’ It” at the DC Festival

The BMX tricks performed 
next were equally exciting to 
the crowd. Bikers’ entire bod-
ies left their bikes in midair 
several times during the show. 
The bikes were flipped, twist-
ed and slammed while the 
crowd screamed and cheered 
their approval. Bikers sped 
up the ramps, soared through 
the air and flipped their bikes 
upside down before rolling off 
with a wave. 

After the sports show was 
finished, Stephen Baldwin 
warned everyone not to leave 
yet, because his friend and 
skater Jay Alabama was to de-
liver a very important message.

“If you try to leave I’ll 
chase you down and tackle 
you!” Baldwin joked with a 
grin.

So the bleachers were still 
packed when Jay Alabama 
stepped onstage, wearing a 
T-shirt and a Fedora hat. He 
proceeded to tell the crowd his 
life story. 

Alabama explained that he 
began skating at a very young 
age. By the time he was fifteen, 
he skated with professional 
companies all over the world, 
but he got mixed up with 
drugs and alcohol.

“I was stoned any given 
day of the week,” Alabama 
explained. 

Finally he 
even lost his 
desire to go 
outside and skate, 
wrapped up in an 
abusive lifestyle. 
He went from pot 
to cocaine and 
was sentenced 
to two years in 
jail for substance 
abuse. Eventu-
ally he got to the 
point where he 
didn’t even own a 
skateboard.

Alabama 
went on to say 
that he was on his way to a 
drug deal when a man on the 
street approached him to talk 
to him about God. The man 
explained how to accept Christ 
and go to heaven and Alabama 
was open to the idea.

“I wanted to go to heaven,” 
Alabama said. “I thought I 
would talk to this guy, get 
saved and go on to my drug 
deal.”

When Alabama asked the 
man how to get saved, the man 
showed him several verses 

in the book of Romans that 
led him to Christ. That night 
he prayed to receive God and 

began his journey onto the 
straight road of life. While he 
found an amazing relationship 
with Christ, he got an added 
bonus.

“God gave me back skat-
ing!” Alabama told the crowd, 
holding his skateboard up 
victoriously. 

Finally Alabama chal-
lenged the crowd to accept 
Jesus into their lives. Stephen 
Baldwin stood up on the plat-
form with him and asked that 
the volunteers open the gates 

so that kids standing on the 
side could filter in and stand 
beside Alabama and Baldwin. 

The stage filled up 
with children while 
Alabama spoke. 

When he fi-
nally asked anyone 
who wanted to 
accept Christ to 
raise their hands, 
hundreds of hands 
went up all over 
the stadium. When 
he asked that any-
one who raised his 
hand (or wanted to, 
but didn’t) to come 
up and give their 
life to Christ, both 
young and old left 

their seats to make a profession 
of faith. All those that went 
up plus anyone interested in 
a relationship with God were 
encouraged to speak with a 
Christian friend or one of the 
counselors present, identified 
by their white visors all over 
the arena.

Throughout the entire 
weekend, there were more than 
3,100 documented decisions to 
accept Christ, rededicate lives 
to Him, or to find out more 
information about Him. 

By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. — The 
riveting story began Nov. 21, 
2002, when a lone gunman at 
a pregnancy clinic in Sidon, 
Lebanon, shot a young Ameri-
can missionary three times in 
the head at close range with a 
7-millimeter pistol.

The abrupt murder of 
Bonnie Penner Witherall sent 
shockwaves through the global 
missionary community, gar-
nered worldwide news cover-
age and sympathy and com-
pletely changed the life of her 
husband, Gary Witherall. 

“We had counted the cost 
and knew the dangers,” shared 
Witherall, who candidly shares 
the story of his young wife’s 
martyrdom in Total Abandon, 
a book available from Tyndale 
House Publishers in November 
2005. 

He was the featured 
speaker at a missions summit 
sponsored by the Middle East 
Partnership at the Baptist Con-
vention of Maryland/Delaware 
in September. 

At the Summit, Witherall 
related how he and Bonnie 
were following God’s call to the 
Middle East from Moody Bible 
Institute to work as partner 
missionaries for Operation 
Mobilization, an international 
Christian ministry that in 
Lebanon provided medical care 
and aid to Palestinian refugees. 

They were members of a 
Baptist congregation in Leba-
non and partnered with the 
Christian Missionary and 
Alliance denomination in their 
missionary efforts.

Already, they had served 
two years, learning Arabic and 
developing relationships with 
their Lebanese neighbors in 
Sidon, ironically near the place 
where tradition says the whale 
spat out the Old Testament’s Jo-
nah, who was initially disobe-
dient about sharing about God 
in a difficult place.

“How many people will 
die in this city of Sidon today 
without knowing You?” Bon-
nie had written in her journal, 
unconcerned about her own 
life. “How can I worry about 
my life or Gary’s life when tens 
of thousands of people may 
die and face eternal damnation 
today?”

Describing Sidon as a 
wicked place, with a lot of 
suffering, tension, hate and 
violence, Witherall summed up 
the day he lost his wife. 

“My testimony is this,” 
he shared, his boyish face 
accented by deep eyes full of 
understanding. “In the worst 
moment in a man’s life, God 
was found faithful.” 

He explained, “I was 
crushed and destroyed. I had 
no strength in me, but the Lord 
was underneath me. I had built 
my house on the Rock.”

He shared how a shriek-
ing message on his answering 
machine awoke him and com-
pelled him to go to the clinic 
where Bonnie worked.

As he ran into the two-
story building, he could see 
Bonnie’s legs lying on the floor 
when two soldiers guarding the 
clinic picked him up and vio-
lently threw him into another 
room. 

On the floor, he didn’t 
know what to do. He found 
himself falling into an abyss—a 
well with no ending—spinning 
out of control. 

Instinctively, he felt the 
hatred welling up within him. 
He felt the pain and the grow-
ing desire for revenge, wonder-
ing how far the rage would 
take him. Then he felt the Lord 
speak to him, telling him he 
could grow from anger to ha-
tred or from forgiveness to love.

“I don’t know how to 
forgive this, Lord. Teach me to 
forgive,” he implored.

In response, the Lord gave 
him the ability to see through 
the eyes of Christ on the cross. 

“I was looking through 
[Christ’s] blood, sweat and 
tears, looking down to the 
crowd and seeing the crowd 
mocking him,” he recounted.

As he realized that it was 
his sins—all the garbage of his 
life—that put Christ on the 
cross, it was as if he heard Jesus 
saying, “Father, forgive them; 
they do not know.” 

“In that moment, I felt Jesus 
forgiving that man through 
me,” Witherall shared. Convuls-
ing with everything in him, he 
decided, “It will cost everything 
I am, but Lord, I forgive him.” 

Subsequently experienc-
ing “an extraordinary presence 
of God” in his life, Witherall 

admits, “I’ve been thoroughly 
thrashed. And when my life is 
completely crushed and bro-
ken, then comes the whisper, 
‘Gary, do whatever I say.’”

In an eulogy at Bonnie’s 
funeral on Nov. 24, Witherall 
had explained, “Bonnie and I 
came to Lebanon understand-
ing only a small part of the 
pain this country has gone 
through but we believed that 
coming with a message of Je-
sus which gives hope, love and 
forgiveness would never be a 
waste. This is a message for 
hurting people in a suffering 
generation. And this message 
is worth laying down our lives 
for.”

At the very public funeral, 
held at the clinic, he also of-
fered a public statement of 
forgiveness to “whoever did 
this crime.” To date, no suspect 
has been identified.

“If I were not to share 
anything else, I’d share this,” 
he told attendees at the mis-
sions summit, pausing to chew 
his bottom lip, preparing his 
next thought, pulling it out 
from deep within. “Through 
brokenness, the Lord’s glory 
shines.”

Challenging each person 
to live a life totally surren-
dered to God, and underscor-
ing he and Bonnie’s decision 
to move away from their own 
boring mediocrity in life, he 
avowed, “I want my life to 
count, even if I have to give 
my life for it.”

Today, Gary Witherall is 
an evangelist and much-in-de-
mand speaker, continuing to 
travel overseas sharing Christ. 
He remarried in December 2004, 
and he and Helena now reside 
in Atlanta, Ga., where he works 
with Operation Mobilization.

Husband of slain missionary lives abandoned 

life for God

continued from page one
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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

PASCAGOULA, Miss.— It 
was 8:30 p.m. a week after 
Hurricane Katrina hit the gulf 
coast when Mid-Maryland 
Director of Missions Bill Crowe 
and Paul Viswasam, pastor of 
Bethel Church, Ellicott City, 
arrived at First Church of 
Pascagoula, Miss. The two had 
just returned from working 
with tsunami victims along the 
southern coast of India. 

It was pitch black in Pas-
cagoula. The pair struggled 
trying to make their way to the 
church. There was no power 
and there were no generators. 
Crowe and Viswasam brought 
with them 20 tons of food as 
well as toiletry items donated 
by Mid-Maryland churches. 

Inside, church members 
were praying. The Women’s 
Missionary Union director, 
Kay Cassibry, came out to greet 
the men. She thought they 
were from the Red Cross and 
were finally arriving with food 
and supplies she  requested. 

Viswasam told her no, 
they were not bringing sup-
plies from a list and explained 
that they were from Maryland 
and were bringing food that 
churches donated. 

Cassibry was astounded. 
How, she wondered, did they 
know what she needed? She 
said it was a “God thing” and 
told the folks inside, ‘You can 

stop praying now, God already 
answered our prayers!” She 
explained to Viswasam and 
Crowe that she gave a list of 
supplies to the Red Cross three 
days ago and that the church 
had just served their last meal 
for 12,000 people. The supplies 
were just in time. 

Viswasam said First 
Church has been a lifesaver 
for the town, offering supplies 
before anyone else. 

Cars started lining up at 
7:30 a.m. to get supplies. It was 
the only place in town doing 
any relief effort. 

Every day First Church, 
Pascagoula, prepared more 
than 10,000 meals. Across the 
street they handed out bottled 
water, baby formula, ice and 
other non-perishables. They 
set up a medical clinic in the 
parking lot. The church also 
had chaplains ministering to 
people in lines. Many were 
saved while waiting for sup-
plies. 

Homeland Security didn’t 
allow anyone into the town 
but moved concrete barri-
ers so Crowe and Viswasam 
could take in the food. As they 
walked through, Viswasam 
said homeowners were stand-
ing outside and several asked 
if they were Christians and if 
they were Baptists. “They said, 
‘we’re so thankful for First 
Baptist.  Without you, I don’t 
think this town would get any 
help.’” Viswasam said. 

Bill Crowe called the 
disaster relief headquarters 
for the Mississippi convention 
and was directed to the Pas-
cagoula Church. Afterwards, 
the pair stopped at the Pearl 
River Association office to see 
their director of missions, Carl 
Myers. Crowe had not been 
able to reach Myers to assess 
the needs; phone service wasn’t 
working. Mid-Maryland had 
worked with Pearl River during 
the BCM/D – Mississippi Part-
nership. Myers, Crowe said, 
was exhausted. Thirty-four per-
cent of the homes in the Pearl 
River area were damaged. 

Mid-Maryland began 
sending help to Myers – vol-
unteers to work alongside him 
to coordinate volunteer efforts 
and to help churches partner. 
Already, Northwest Church, 
Reisterstown, sent a team to 
help coordinate, as well as a 
chainsaw crew to help with one 
of the churches. 

Currently Fred and Linda 
McHargue, members of Bethel 
Church, Ellicott City, are 
working with Myers. Other 
Mid-Maryland volunteers and 
churches have been helping 
out on a rotating basis. Crowe 
said they’re still waiting to see 
what kind of insurance and 
aid will be provided so they 
can assess where they’ll be 
most needed. 

Viswasam said, “I am so 
proud to say we’re Baptists. 
We are doing and responding 
to needs in a very organized 
way – better than any govern-
ment social organizations. 

“We (Baptists) got there 
before anyone.” 

Viswasam explained the 
incredible organization. “We 
know where we are through 
the network of churches and 
associations.” It makes it much 
easier to assess needs and 
respond appropriately and 
quickly, he said.

Mid-Maryland Association takes 20 tons of food to 
Mississippi just in time

BEGIN A RELATIONSHIP 

WITH GOD

GOD’S INITIATIVE:

God sent his son, Jesus, to die 
on the cross, paying the penalty 
for your sins, and promised 
“everyone who believes in Him 
will not perish but have eternal 
life.” John 3:16

OUR RESPONSE:

ADMIT…that you need to be 
rightly related to God. Under-
stand that you are sinner. Pride 
keeps us from doing some of 
the most important things in 
life.  Without God’s interven-
tion, your sin will ultimately 
lead to death and eternal 
separation from God. “No one 
is good –- not even one. No one 
has real understanding; no one 
is seeking God.”  Romans 3:10
“For all have sinned; all fall 
short of God’s glorious stan-
dard.” Romans 3:23

REPENT…from your sin and 
turn to God accepting by faith 
His gift of salvation. “Now 
turn from your sins and turn to 
God, so you can be cleansed of 
your sins.”  Acts 3:19 “For the 
wages of sin is death, but the 
free gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Romans 6:23 

BELIEVE…that God’s son, Je-
sus Christ, makes it possible for 
you to have a relationship with 
God. “For God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to 
himself…” 2 Corinthians 5:19
“This is real love. It is not 
that we loved God, but that 
He loved us and sent His son 
as a sacrifi ce to take away our 
sins.”  1 John 4:10

CONFESS…your sin to God.  
If you want to make this choice 
now, you can express that de-
sire to God in a prayer similar 
to this one: “Dear God, I know 
I am a sinner. I believe Jesus 
shed his blood, died and rose 
again to take the punishment 
for my sin. I accept your offer 
of forgiveness and eternal life.  
I thank you for what you have 
done for me, and I give you my 
life from this day forward.”

EXPRESS…your faith publi-
cally. Share it with a Christian 
friend or a pastor.  You will 
want to become involved in 
a local church where you can 
grow in your knowledge of 
Christ.  If you choose a Baptist 
church, you will be encouraged 
to be baptized as a public 
expression of your faith.
“If you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you 
will be saved.  Anyone who 
believes in Him will not be dis-
appointed.” Romans 10:9; 11

DEDICATE…yourself as a 
fully devoted follower of Jesus 
Christ.  Receiving God’s gift of 
forgiveness through Christ will 
set your life in an opposite di-
rection of the one you’ve been 
going. Now you are following 
God. “Jesus said to all of them, 
‘If people want to follow me, 
they must give up the things 
they want. They must be will-
ing to give up their lives daily 
to follow me.’” Luke 9:23 

Scripture from the 
New Living Translation

Bethel Church embraces missions and doubles 

missions offerings
By Sharon Mager

Staff Writer

ELLICOTT CITY, Md. — 
Bethel Church, like many con-
gregations averages a modest 
225 in attendance each Sunday. 
But that modest group has 
been giving some unusually 
generous missions offerings. 

Last year, the church gave 
a whopping $33,258 for the 
Annie Armstrong offering 
for North American missions 
almost doubling the previ-
ous year’s $17,611. They gave 
$27,233 to last year’s Lottie 
Moon International Missions 
offering and have a goal of 
$28,000 this year. 

Associate Pastor Jimmy 
Jackson said the church 
“caught the vision.” 

Bethel was regularly 
giving large offerings for the 
annual Lottie Moon offering 
for the International Mission 
Board, supporting overseas 
missions work. Former pastor 
Bruce Romoser had a passion 
for international missions and 
the church embraced that pas-
sion. 

“Bruce was a mission-
ary to Argentina and served 
on the International Mission 
Board,” Jackson said. “He 
naturally was an ardent sup-
porter of foreign missions.” 

The dramatic increases 
began in 2003 when a former 
member gave a gift of $15,000 
from an estate inheritance 

for the Lottie Moon offering. 
Jackson, the interim pastor at 
the time, held the check back, 
keeping it a surprise. The 
offering came in at $18,220 – 
good but average Lottie Moon 
offering for the international 
mission minded church. But 
adding the $15,000 brought the 
offering to $33,220. And the 
congregation began to envi-
sion the possibilities. 

While international mis-
sions giving was flourishing, 
however, national and state 
offerings were not. 

Jackson became interim 
pastor on the last Sunday 
of August in 2003. The 
church gave $2,165 earlier 
in the spring for the Annie 
Armstrong Missions offering. 
They had not announced the 
state missions offering, set a 
goal, or even thought about it. 
Jackson, who served as direc-
tor of missions for BCM/D, 
immediately announced the 
upcoming offering and set 
a goal of $3,000. The church 
gave $3,140. 

In the spring of 2004, the 
Annie Armstrong offering 
came in at $17,611. This year, it 
almost doubled.

“We were having some 
things going on in March 
this past year and we felt it 
was best not to do the Annie 
Armstrong offering during 
the regular time. We set aside 
the entire month of April for 
the emphasis.”

The church collected 
$33,258 for Annie Armstrong.

This year’s state missions 
offering total was $6,300.00 
– surpassing the $4,000 goal. 

“Naturally, my connection 
with home and state missions 
helped with emphasis on 
those offerings,” Jackson said. 

Jackson said many church-
es simply announce an offer-
ing, set a small goal and just 
let it go. 

“You can’t do that. You 
have to keep it before the 
people and keep encouraging 
them,” he said.  

The church does not have 
special programs and events 
to promote the offerings. They 
bring in speakers who share 
the importance of the offer-
ings and show how they are 
used. 

“We set a goal two months 
in advance, put it up three 
weeks ahead of time and keep 
reminding them, showing 
them the figures and keep en-
couraging them. Then we take 
up the offering throughout the 
month – Lottie in December, 
Annie in March and state mis-
sions in September. It’s a total 
church effort,” Jackson said. 

A lot of times, churches 
just do not know what the 
offerings are about, Jackson 
said. They just do not under-
stand. At Bethel, leaders try 
to emphasize to members that 
they really need to ask God 
what He wants them to give.

Paul Viswasam began min-
istering at Bethel as senior pas-
tor in September 2005. Jackson 
then became associate pastor. 
Viswasam, like his predeces-
sors, is a product of missions 
and served as a missionary in 
India. Viswasam has extensive 
missions experience – most 
recently serving to help with 
tsunami and Hurricane Katrina 
victims. 

“I’ve never seen any church 
giving that much to missions 
under an interim pastor,” 
Viswasam said. “We’re very 
grateful to Jimmy Jackson.” 

Jackson and Viswasam 
both stress the opportunity a 
pastor has to influence, directly 
and indirectly, a congregation’s 
response to state, national and 
international missions. And 
they both credit Bruce Romoser 
for sparking the missions inter-
est. Romoser became very ill 
late in 2002. He came back to 
the pulpit six months later, but 
was unable to continue due to 
his health and he took an early 
retirement. 

Viswasam said Bethel is 
not only giving, but also going. 
The church is working with the 
Embrace Baltimore effort and 
has been heavily involved in 
Katrina relief. 

With Lottie Moon offer-
ing once again just around 
the corner Bethel is preparing. 
They’ve set a goal of $28,000 
and believe that goal will easily 
be surpassed.

Bill Crowe (right) and Paul Viswasam (left) distribute food and 

other items to tsunami victims along the southern coast of India.



The
Gift

Available now at LifeWay Christian 
Stores with three ways to shop:

The Gift New  Testament
is the perfect tool for witnessing 
and follow-up with new believers.
This paperback, pocket-sized 
edition includes:

You need to have this re-
source in your  church and
give them away!
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MAIL, E-MAIL, OR 

FAX YOUR AD 

Deadlines are the 

second Friday of 

each month for the 

following month’s 

issue. Classified 

advertising is 75 cents 

per word ($18.00 

minimum) for BCM/D 

churches and church 

members; 85 cents 

per word ($20.00 

minimum) for non-

profit organizations; 

and 95 cents per word 

($25.00 minimum) 

for commercial 

organizations. Word 

count does not 

include words with 

two letters or less. 

Contact us for display 

ad pricing. 

Acceptance of 

advertising does 

not constitute an 

endorsement of any 

advertiser’s products 

or services.

To Place an Ad

The Baltimore LifeWay 
Christian Store location will 

re-open November 16th in a 
new location to serve you better!

Grand Opening Event begins Saturday, Dec. 3rd!

Books • Gifts • Bibles • Music • Kids • Supplies

Please visit us at our
new location on the
corner of Perry Hall
Blvd. and Honeygo Blvd.
near White Marsh Mall.

White
Marsh
Mall Exit

67B

95

695

Hwy 43

Honeygo Blvd.
Pe

rry
Ha

ll B
lvd

.

FULL TIME ASSOCIATE 
PASTOR OF WORSHIP 
— Germantown Baptist Church 
is a Biblically-conservative, 
family-oriented, multi-cultural 
Southern Baptist church of over 
200 members with 27 nations 
represented. We seek a man 
who is committed to continuing 
the growth of our worship min-
istry (blended) and should have 
a strong vision and passion to 
take this ministry to the next 
level. We are a rapidly growing 
church located in the suburbs 
of Washington, D.C. where 90 
percent of the people are un-
churched. 

In regards to our worship 
ministry, the candidate will co-
ordinate and plan music for our 
two Sunday morning worship 
services, as well as our evening 
service. This staff member will 
be responsible for the adult, 
children and youth choirs as 
well as ensembles, instrumen-
talists and others involved in 

the music ministry. The man 
God has for us will also need to 
be energetic, a self-starter and 
gifted in administration and 
discipleship. The candidate will 
need to be relationship ori-
ented, flexible, competent, and 
a team player with all paid staff 
and lay leaders in the church. 
An SBC seminary degree is 
helpful, but not necessary. 
The compensation package is 
$64,500. A full job description 
can be found at our web site. 
www.gbcmd.org 

PART TIME ACCOMPANIST 
— Olney Baptist Church is 
seeking applicants for a part-
time Accompanist. Respon-
sibilities include rehearsing 
with the choir on Wednesday 
evenings and special rehearsals 
for holidays or special events; 
and accompanying the choir 
during Sunday morning wor-
ship service.  Interested appli-
cants may contact Pastor Gayle 
Clifton (301) 774-5433 or Sandy 
Cordes/OBC Personnel Cmtte 
(301) 774-5565 evenings.

PART TIME MUSIC 
DIRECTOR — Olney Baptist 
Church is seeking applicants 
for a part-time Music Director. 
This position is responsible for 
planning and leading music 
for Sunday worship services 
and other scheduled events; 
directing the adult choir and 
serving as a member of the 
music committee.  Interested 
applicants may contact Pastor 
Gayle Clifton (301) 774-5433 or 
Sandy Cordes/OBC Personnel 
Cmtte (301) 774-5565 evenings.

PART TIME MUSIC 
DIRECTOR — Parkville Baptist 
Church is in need of a part time 
music director as of January 
30, 2006. Competitive Salary. 
If interested, please fax your 
resume to (410) 444-8050 or mail 
it to Parkville Baptist Church, 
3309 Taylor Ave, Baltimore, MD 
21234.

YOUTH PASTOR — New Hope 
Community Church in Pasade-
na, Maryland, is seeking a youth 
pastor to come and grow with 

them, as they build a ministry to 
the younger generation through 
small groups and ministry in-
volvement. Contact Larry Baker 
at (443) 463-7102.

FAITH-BASED DRUG AND 
ALCOHOL PROGRAM 
– Retired undercover narcotics 
officer and the author of several 
books is available to help your 
church set up a faith-based 
drug and alcohol program. The 
training for your church is free 
on Thursday evenings at Merritt 
Park Baptist Church at 1799 Mer-
ritt Blvd, Baltimore, MD 21222. 
Call us at (410) 282-7023 or (410) 
288-1399 if you would like for us 
to speak at your church. Ask for 
Dr. Wright when calling.

Employment

Miscellaneous

YPAC: YOUTH PERFORMING ARTS CAMP 2006
JULY 23-28, SKYCROFT, MIDDLETOWN, MD

http://www.yourbcmd.org/ypac

Childrens’ seminar featuring keynote speaker, Dr. Roberta 
M. Gilbert, psychiatrist and author of Extraordinary 
Relationships and Connecting with our Children

To register for seminar and childcare, contact Gail Noda at 
800.466.5290, ext. 218; by email at gnoda@bcmd.org; or 
register online at www.yourbcmd.org/homesafe. 

Glen Burnie Baptist Church
7524 Old Stage Road
Glen Burnie, MD 21061

Only $20 but you must register 
by Jan. 27, 2006! Childcare 
(birth - K) is $5 per child.  
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