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EEK attempts singing 

for his church’s 

Christmas play 
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A powerful voice for 

deaf ministries and 

a call for leaders 

Page 8

By Sharon Mager and 
Shannon Baker

TOWSON, Md. — The 
Baptist Convention of Mary-
land/Delaware came home to 
Baltimore, for its 170th annual 
meeting on Nov. 13 and 14 at 
the Sheraton North in Towson, 
Md. Four hundred fifty mes-
sengers and 160 guests repre-
senting 176 churches came to 
the “homecoming.” The theme 
was “Call Unto Me – Praying 
Together for God’s Power.” 

“This is fitting for Balti-
more to host the BCM/D annu-
al meeting because it all started 
here 170 years ago,” Gerald 
Wade, Baltimore Association’s 
interim director of missions 
said. 

Executive Director David 
Lee was all smiles as he un-
veiled a surprise – a video pre-
sentation of the North Ameri-
can Mission Board’s president 
Robert Reccord, inviting 
Baltimore to become a Strategic 
Focus City. 

“This means that we have 
the opportunity to partner with 
the entire Southern Baptist Con-
vention as they join us in pray-
ing, witnessing and serving the 
people of Greater Baltimore in 

the name of Jesus Christ. That 
is something to celebrate!” Lee 
said. But it’s just the beginning.

“There are still some 
hurdles. Baltimore churches 
must vote to invite the North 
American Mission Board and 
the BCM/D to join them in 
Embracing Baltimore. We have 
some infrastructures to build. 
But we will think about these 
things tomorrow,“ Lee said.

Messengers re-elected 
James Nichols, pastor of Faith 
Church, Glen Burnie, as presi-
dent, Lyn O’Berry, pastor of 
Linthicum Church, first vice-
president; Robert Lilly, pastor 
of Catonsville Church, second 
vice-president; Gayle Clifton, 
pastor of Olney Church, record-
ing secretary and Bill George, 
pastor of Kensington Church, 
assistant recording secretary.

Messengers approved 
the BCM/D 2006 budget of 
$6,679,103 and the Skycroft 
Conference Center 2006 budget 
of $1,647,083.

Annual recommenda-
tions from the General Mis-
sion Board were approved. In 
addition, GMB vice president, 
John Gauger, reported on the 
following actions: Tae Park, 
BCM/D Asian church planting 

missionary will retire effective 
Dec. 31, 2005; Aquilla Smith, 
WMU and missions education 
BCM/D consultant, is on major 
medical leave; John Draper, 
former Baltimore Association 
director of missions, began 
Oct. 10 in a contract position 
as Acts 1:8 missionary; $25,000 
was transferred from BCM/D 

reserves to the Mississippi 
Convention to assist in helping 
hurricane Katrina victims; and 
$5,000 was transferred from 
BCM/D reserves to Mid-Mary-
land Association to assist in 
providing food to hurricane 
Katrina victims.

Baltimore invited to be SFC 
BCM/D 2005 annual 
meeting wrapup

By Michael Foust
 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (BP)— 

Adrian Rogers, the longtime 
pastor of Bellevue Baptist 
Church in suburban Memphis 
and one of the fathers of the 
grassroots movement that 
brought the Southern Baptist 
Convention back to its biblical, 
historical roots, died Nov. 15. 
He was 74.

He died following a battle 
with cancer and double pneu-
monia.

“Rogers came to Bellevue 
Baptist in 1972 and retired 

this year, and in his 33 years 
helped build the church from 
a membership of 9,000 to more 
than 29,000. His face and voice 
were known to millions of 
believers worldwide thanks 
to his Love Worth Finding 
television and radio ministry, 
which is carried in more than 
150 countries.”

But Rogers may be best 
remembered for his leadership 
in what is commonly called 
the Conservative Resurgence, 
the movement in which 
Southern Baptists elected a 
series of conservative lead-

ers in response to evidence of 
theological liberalism within 
the denomination’s seminaries 
and entities. 

Rogers, who also was 
elected president in 1986 and 
1987, served as chairman of the 
2000 Baptist Faith & Message 
Study Committee that reviewed 
and revised Southern Baptists’ 
confession of faith.

The author of 18 books, 
Rogers is survived by his wife, 
Joyce Rogers, as well as four 
children, nine grandchildren 
and one great grandchild.

At the SBC annual meeting 
this year, Rogers was honored 
with a resolution passed by the 
SBC Executive Committee that 
noted many have called Rogers 
the “Prince of Preachers” and 
the “preeminent pulpiteer” 
among Southern Baptists.

Rogers preached at the SBC 
Pastors’ Conference in Nash-
ville, Tenn., June 20, appearing 
energetic and showing no signs 
of cancer. Messengers gave him 
a standing ovation.

“There has never been 
a greater day to preach the 
Gospel of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ than today,” Rogers 

said then. “Somehow, we get 
the idea that poor God, He’s not 
able to do what He used to do.

“I want to tell you, my 
friend, God is still God. He is 
not old. He is not sick. And He 
is not tired. The problem is not 
with God.... Don’t you insult 
God by saying that [revival] 
can’t happen.”

Born in West Palm Beach 
in 1931, Rogers graduated from 
Stetson University and New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He served as pastor 
of First Church, Fellsmere, Fla.; 
Parkview Church, Fort Pierce, 
Fla.; and Merritt Island (Fla.) 
Church before moving to Ten-
nessee in 1972 to serve as pastor 
of Bellevue Church, which had 
already been home to two well-
known preachers in R.G. Lee 
and Ramsey Pollard. Both had 
served as SBC president.” 

The family is asking that 
memorials be sent to the 
Adrian Rogers Pastor Train-
ing Institute, c/o Love Worth 
Finding, 2941 Kate Bond Road, 
Memphis, TN 38133.

Go to www.yourbcmd.
org/baptistlife, for the unedited 
article and other stories.

Adrian Rogers, Bellevue pastor and beloved 

SBC leader, dies

Bob Reccord, president of the North American Mission Board, 

announces via video his organization’s intention to invite the city 

of Baltimore to become an upcoming Strategic Focus City.

continued on page six
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In his book, The Case for 
Christmas, Lee Strobel 
makes a brilliant rationale 

for the identity of the Child 
in the manger.  Strobel, now 
a teaching pastor on the staff 
of Saddleback Community 
Church, Lake Forest, California, 
was formerly an award-win-
ning legal editor of the Chicago 
Tribune. He approached the 
book with all the skills and 
drive of an investigative jour-
nalist. He looked at eyewitness 
evidence, scientific evidence, 
profile evidence, and finger-
print evidence.

He concludes his book by 
saying, “For me the evidence 
was clear and compelling. Yes, 
Christmas is a holiday overlaid 

with all sorts of fanciful beliefs, 
from flying reindeer to Santa 
Claus sliding down chim-
neys.  But I became convinced 
that if you drill down to its 
core, Christmas is based on a 
historical reality – the incarna-
tion: God becoming man, Spirit 
taking on flesh, the infinite 
entering the finite, the eter-
nal becoming timeless. It’s a 
mystery backed up by facts that 
I now believe were simply too 
strong to ignore.”

The fact of Christmas is 
indisputable.  And that’s good 
for our faith.  But there is some-
thing that is even better for our 
faith.  We should never lose 
the wonder of it all.  Too often 
in our mad race through daily 

life, and getting caught up in 
all things temporal, it is really 
good just to contemplate the 
sheer wonder of Christmas.  

Those Bethlehem shep-
herds were the first purveyors 
of Christmas wonder.  Though 
it started with sheer terror, it 
moved to utter amazement.  
Doctor Luke records it this way:  
“So they [the shepherds] hurried 
off and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the baby, who was lying in a 
manger. When they had seen him, 
they spread the word concerning 
what had been told them about the 
child, and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds said 
to them. But Mary treasured up all 
these things and pondered them in 
her heart.” (Luke 2:16-19)

Like Mary, I want to encour-
age you just to be in awe of a God 
who loves us so much that He 
invaded time and space to work 
things out between He and us. 
The old Christmas carol, ‘Hark! 
The Herald Angels’ says, “God 
and sinners, reconciled.”   WOW!

Running through my head 
just now are the words to an 
old song written by the beloved 
George Beverly Shea. (It is my 
opinion that we all will defer to 
Bev Shea as the featured soloist 
with the heavenly choir some-
day!)  His words remind us of 
how we should be embracing 
Christmas… “Oh the wonder of 
it all. The wonder of it all.  Just to 
think that God loves me!”  If you 
agree, say “amen!”

Christmas . . . oh, the wonder of it all!

I needed some copies for a 
presentation I was making 
the next day in one of our 

churches. It was a Saturday, 
and I did not want to drive 
back to Columbia. So I decided 
to go make the copies at the 
local Office Depot. If you have 
been to one of their stores, 
you know that they have an 
entire row of copiers, most of 
which are usually occupied. 
Next to me someone had left 
a copy of a church bulletin. I 
was intrigued by it. It was the 
bulletin for an anniversary 
celebration—101 years to be ex-
act. I kid you not, this is what 
the front of the bulletin said. 
“Come join us in celebrating 
the fact that we have survived 
in this place for 101 years.” Is 
that it? Is it about the church 
surviving? Is that what all of 
us are doing—helping to keep 

our churches and our denomi-
nation on life support until 
Jesus comes?

For some of us that is 
exactly what our ministries 
have become. We have shifted 
to survival mode. I have 
walked recently with pastors 
and lay leaders whose dream 
of building a New Testament 
church has literally become a 
nightmare. Many of us would 
at least have to admit that the 
main pieces of the dream have 
become a bit disconnected. For 
far too many of us the dream 
has lost its meaning altogether. 
I am afraid some have given 
up on the dream. I believe it is 
time to re-dream the dream of 
what it means to be the church 
of Jesus Christ. I also believe it 
is time to re-dream the dream 
of what it means to be a state 
convention.

We must return to the 
heart of the dream of our Lord. 
We must rediscover the church 
that Jesus intended! There is a 
pervasive feeling of discomfort 
in our church meeting rooms 
these days. I have felt it and so 
have you. We feel squeezed. 
We are not where we were and 
never will be again. Neither 
are we yet where we are going 
to be. We are “in-betweeners.” 
Our world is changing dra-
matically. That is forcing us to 
change the way we do church 
more often and in certain ways 
that have stretched most of us. 
What I have observed, however, 
is that many of the changes 
we have made deal more with 
form than they do substance. 
We are changing what we 
wear, what we sing, how loud 
we sing it, how many times we 
sing it, what we sit on when we 

sing it, what we call ourselves 
and what we call the things we 
do. We, at the convention level, 
have helped to promote the 
need to change. So, obviously, I 
consider many of these changes 
to be positive steps in the right 
direction. Yet, at the end of the 
day, I am not sure how much 
our changes really result in 
spiritual transformation inside 
and outside of our buildings. 

I, like many of you, have 
been driven back to the New 
Testament concept of what it 
means to be the church that 
Jesus intended in our changing 
world. I am still working on 
it, but let me share a few notes 
with you about where I am on 
my journey.

[An excerpt from Dr. Lee’s 
message at the annual meeting. For 

the complete transcript, go to www.
yourbcmd.org/redreaming]

Re-dreaming the dream - Hebrews 12:1-4

Could you imagine what 
Christmas would be like 
if only good children got 

gifts at Christmas? Toys R Us 
would go out of business! The 
songwriter penned the words, 
“…so be good for goodness 
sake!” The point of the song 
is that ole Santa will not bring 
toys to children who misbe-
have. Early on in my existence 
on earth, I found that the song 
was wrong. Even when I was 
less than good, I still got toys. 
Why? It was because my par-
ents loved me with an uncon-
ditional love. If children truly 
only got a lump of coal when 
they were bad, I would be oper-
ating a coal factory today!

When Jesus Christ “emp-
tied Himself” and came into 

this world as a baby, He did not 
come because we deserved it. 
As a matter of fact, mankind 
is far from being good. But 
in spite of the fact that all of 
us are sinners, Jesus came 
anyway. That, my friends, is 
grace. Without God’s grace, 
Jesus would have never come. 
That is why Christmas should 
be seen as a time of grace. 
A time of extending a lov-
ing hand to those whom you 
may think do not deserve 
it. A time for giving gifts to 
that long lost uncle, twice-re-
moved on your mother’s side, 
who shows up at Christmas 
with his hand out. There is a 
multiplicity of ways for us to 
extend grace during this time 
of the year.

One of the best extensions 
of grace for those of us who 
call ourselves believers is to 
participate in the “Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering for Inter-
national Missions.” All across 
our globe there are people who 
do not have a personal relation-
ship with Jesus Christ. We may 
believe that some of them do not 
deserve help…people like ter-
rorists, child pornographers and 
murderers. But let me remind 
all of us, there was a time in our 
lives when we didn’t deserve 
God’s grace either. The fact is 
Jesus did not come because 
we deserved Him. He came 
because of grace. Therefore, let’s 
give in order to help win the 
world to Christ and not because 
some of the “worst” deserve it, 

but because Christmas is a time 
of grace. If we fail to tell them 
about Jesus, then who will? Our 
world is in need of redemption, 
and our 5,000 plus international 
missionaries are counting on us 
to help them. They have been 
willing to go…now we must 
be willing to give. How much 
grace will you extend through 
your giving this Christmas?

A little boy was kneeling 
by his bed saying his prayers 
on Christmas Eve. Suddenly 
he looked up at his mother and 
laughed out loud. His mother 
asked what was so funny, and 
he said, “I almost wished God a 
Merry Christmas!” 

Who knows, the gift of 
grace you extend this Christmas 
just might make God smile. 

The grace of Christmas

(1)  BaptistLIFE regrets that we inadvertently misidentified Wayne 
Matthews as the pastor of Marbury Church, Potomac Association, 
in a photo on page 5 of our November issue. Tim Bean is the pastor 
and Wayne Matthews is a member. We apologize for any confusion 
this error created.

(2)  Remember that BaptistLIFE does not publish in the month of 
January. Our next issue will be February 2006.

(3)  Note that BaptistLIFE uses the protocol of not saying ‘Baptist’ each 
time we refer to a BCM/D church. This saves valuable space for 
“telling more of your story.”

Editor’s Notes:



BL • November 2005 • 3

    AssociationLIFE 

comes primarily from 

church and association 

newsletters, bulletins, 

and written reports on 

events that are sent to 

Baptist LIFE.  

     You may feel free to 

fax news to us at (410) 

290-6627 or e-mail 

to Sharon Mager at 

srmwriter@hotmail.com 

      Obituaries are 

edited due to space 

restrictions.

Arundel Association

Members of First Church, 
Brooklyn, are gathering cloth-
ing, school supplies and toys 
for local children in the com-
munity for Christmas. They’re 
throwing a party on Dec. 10 for 
the local kids with free hot dogs 
and snacks, a program and a 
gift package.

The church also adopted 
three children in a local family 
for Christmas. 

Members have been busy 
shopping and wrapping cloth-
ing and toys.

The WMU saved small 
potato chip cans and decorated 
them with maps then distrib-
uted them to the congregation. 
Members were encouraged 
to save their loose change to 
“change the world.” The funds 
were recently sent to help 
Katrina victims. In the past, the 
funds were used to support and 
encourage our troops.

The youth of First Church, 
Edgewater, raised $425 for 
hurricane Katrina victims in 
just four hours by washing cars. 
The youth group adopted the 
acronym, S.A.I.L, ”Serving An 
Incredible Lord,” as their motto.

The church collected 
180 pounds of notebooks for 
Crosspoint Church, Baton 
Rouge, La., to help them in their 
ministry to families displaced 
by Katrina in addition to send-
ing funds to Southern Baptist 
relief efforts. 

Members of FBCE recently 
renovated their fellowship hall/
gym with paint and carpet-
ing. They carpeted the walls to 
improve acoustics and safety in 
the gym. 

In addition to monthly 
fellowships, the hall is used 
for youth group, Awana and 
Upward Basketball and soon, a 
coffeehouse ministry. 

Severn Church will have 
“Rediscovering Christmas: a 
Severn Christmas” featuring 
music and drama on Dec. 10 at 
the Annapolis Area Christian 
School, where the church is cur-
rently meeting. 

On Dec. 18, the church will 
carol through the neighbor-
hoods in the Severn area.  

The monthly coffeehouse at 
North Arundel Church, Glen 
Burnie, will feature the band 
“Holy Smoke” on Dec. 17. “Sum 
of One” will play on Jan. 21. 
Doors open at 7 pm. Refresh-
ments are available. 

Baltimore Association

Gerald Wade is the interim 
director of missions for the Bal-
timore Association. Wade, his 
wife Misty and their two chil-
dren, Kathleen, 12, and Joseph, 
10, live in Baltimore.  Wade 
recently finished a six month 
interim pastorate at Woolford 
Memorial Church. Previous to 
that he pastored at Northside 
Church. 

Blue Ridge Association

Blue Ridge Association’s 
motorcycle ministry group, 
“The Blue Ridge Cruisers” takes 
the open road on the week-
ends. Last month, they biked 
to Skyline Drive. David Burt, 
BRA’s director of missions, is 
one of the “cruisers.” Burt said 
the group regularly meets for 
meetings and fellowship. The 
group is a mixture of pastors 
and lay leaders. 

Recently, the “Cruisers” 
met with North Arundel 
Church’s senior pastor, James 
Pope and NAC’s worship 
leader, Rick Holmes. Pope 
and Holmes are very active 
in NAC’s motorcycle ministry 
and shared tips to help the 
“Cruisers” grow. 

Blue Ridge Association 
had its annual meeting at the 
new facilities at Greenbriar 
Church, Middletown. 

Youth from the associa-
tion meet monthly at Sky-
croft Conference Center for a 
combined night of games and 
worship. Jeremy Tuel, worship 
leader,  Daybreak Commu-
nity Church, New Market, 
leads praise and worship. Phil 
Graves coordinates the events. 

Valley Church, Middle-
town, called Larry Nelson as 
its pastor. Nelson formerly 
served as director of Skycroft 
Conference Center in Middle-
town. 

Delaware Association

First Southern Church, 
Dover, is having Sunday 
school on Wednesday nights. 
The classes are intended for 
teachers and for those unable 
to attend on Sundays due to 
work

The church has been the 
drop off point for Delaware 
Association churches to bring 
new linens and kitchenware 
for hurricane victims. 

 
Eastern Association 

Eastern Association 
churches provided more than 
800 health kits and over 400 
cases of bottled water for Hur-
ricane Katrina victims. 

The “red hat society” at 
Spence Church, Berlin, re-
cently met for a time of red hat 
and purple attire fellowship.   

Grace Church, Seaford, 
will have a missions banquet 
on Dec. 14. Bruce Revel will 
speak and show a video about 
Senegal, West Africa. 

Harvest Church, Salis-
bury, has “The Grind” cof-
feehouse on Fridays, a youth 
event that features a skate 
park, pool tables, video games, 
music, food and a coffee bar. 
Doors open at 7 p.m. At 8:30 
p.m. everything stops for a 
time of music, games and a 
short message about a relevant 
topic. Afterwards, there’s time 
to return to the coffee bar and 
activities. 

K’Lynne McKinley is the 
EBA’s new director of colle-
giate ministries. McKinley is 
originally from Sandersville, 
Miss., She graduated from 
New Orleans Theological 
Seminary and went on to serve 
as a semester missionary on 
a collegiate ministry team in 
Boston. It was there she felt 
God affirming the call to her 
for collegiate ministry. 

Mid-Maryland Association

Ed Nettleship, the director 
of the Prime Timers of Bethel 
Church, Ellicott City, climbed 
to the church’s roof top to an-
nounce to the “Four Winds” 
that the church collected over 
200 shoeboxes full of goodies 
for Samaritan’s Purse – almost 
double the 124 from last year.  
The boxes contained toys, 
school supplies, hygiene items 
and other gifts for “Operation 

Christmas Child,” a ministry 
of “Samaritan’s Purse.” The 
boxes are sent to the main 
regional processing center in 
North Carolina where thou-
sands of volunteers prepare 
them for shipment to children 
affected by Hurricane Katrina 
and Rita and third world 
countries for delivery before 
Christmas. 

When the shoeboxes are 
distributed, Christians also 
give away colorful storybooks 
about Jesus, written in the 
appropriate language. Lo-
cal churches then minister 
through follow-up Bible study 
materials. 

Taneytown Church recent-
ly had a “Celebration of Friend-
ship.” About 36 women attend-
ed the event meant for ladies 
and their best friend/friends. 
It was a time for the women to 
say “thank you” to friends who 
have shared their lives through 
the good and bad times. Every-
one received bookmarks after 
dinner that read, “Your friend-
ship is stamped on my heart.” 
The ladies wrote special notes 
for their friends on the book-
marks as keepsakes. 

The church has been pack-
ing shoeboxes for Samaritan’s 
Purse and they’re buying gifts 
for local needy families. 

Forest Christian Fel-
lowship, Upperco, ordained 
Samuel Gray to gospel ministry 
on Oct. 23 at a worship service 
attended by his church, family 
and friends. Currently serv-
ing Forest as worship pastor, 
Samuel noted the impact his 
parents, Charles and Valerie 
Gray, had on him growing up, 
“They have done as much as 
they can to help me grow in the 
‘nurture and admonition of the 
Lord’ and placed in my heart 
the goal of hearing our Savior 
say ‘Well done, my good and 
faithful servant.’” 

Tray Coble, senior pastor 
of the church charged Samuel 
with the responsibility and 
privilege of setting an example 
for others through a life lived 
abandoned to God and His 
purposes. Afterwards, the 
congregation gathered around 
Samuel and placed their hands 
upon him, praying over him. 
Larry Wilhelm, church elder, 
prayed for the whole church 
when he asked that God 
would, “fill Sam to overflow-
ing in Your grace and may his 
ministry be a ‘lifesong’ that 
would echo through the lives 
of countless people coming to 
know the saving love of Jesus 
Christ.” A dessert reception 
followed the service. 

Westminster Church had 
a Christmas party for children 
in the community on Dec. 2. 
Kids came for crafts, music, 
food and a presentation of the 
real reason for Christmas. 

Members are collecting 
mittens, hats, gloves and socks 
for local families. They’re also 
ministering to men, women 
and children at a local rescue 
mission by providing hygiene 
kits. 

Montgomery Association

Colesville Church, Silver 
Spring, had a deacons’ retreat 
in New York City. The deacons 
traveled north to spend time 
together serving in a soup 
kitchen. They also spent time 
visiting thriving churches and 
working with ministries in the 
heart of the city in an effort to 
see how they’re reaching out 
in an effort to bring back new 
ideas to Colesville.  

Germantown Church 
celebrated its multi-cultural 
congregation with an event 
which included a flag proces-
sion, testimonies, praise and a 
concert by Fred Obare who is 
from Nairobi, Kenya.  

Germantown now hosts 
two mission churches. In 
addition to Trinity Chinese 
Church, they host the Com-
munity of Faith Church also 
known as Iglesia Bautista 
Hispania.  They are an His-
panic congregation of approxi-
mately 25 people, committed 
to reaching the Hispanics in 
the Germantown community.

Don and Cindy Harper 
resigned as music ministers 
at Olney Church and are now 
ministering at Tri-County 
Church, Damascus. 

Redland Church, Rock-
ville, had a “Men’s Ministry 
Fall Float” – a canoeing trip 
on the Potomac River. 

Potomac Association

Youth from Calvary 
Church, Upper Marlboro, had 
a “Hurricane Relief” car wash 
at Mr. Muffler in Waldorf. The 
teens washed over 40 ve-
hicles and raised $861, which 
was donated to the BCM/D 
disaster relief fund for hur-
ricane victims in Louisiana, 
Alabama and Mississippi. 
Ecolab, through field training 
manager Diana McDonough, 
donated all of the carwash 
chemicals. 

Indian Head Church en-
tered two cars in the Potomac 
Speedway’s demolition derby. 
One car made it to the finals. 
Both had Jesus’ name boldly 
printed on the sides. 

Potomac Heights Church, 
Indian Head, sent seven 
people to Slidell, La., to help 
with disaster relief. The group 
took three trailers full of sup-
plies and they donated a mo-
tor home for use by volunteers 
staying in the area to help. The 
team helped several families 
clear their properties. 

Jeff Perry resigned as 
pastor of membership care 
at Potomac Heights Church. 
Perry accepted the call to be 
pastor of Riverside Church, 
Roanoke, Va. 

First Church, LaPlata, 
started a new college and 
career class.

continued on page five
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By David Jackson

When Reid Sterrett 
planted Soul Discov-
ery in Salisbury, Md., 

he wanted to take a different 
approach. He wanted his plant 
to become know as “the Giving 
Church” in an environment 
that often views congregations 
as “takers” – always wanting 
people’s money. So Soul Discov-
ery intentionally found ways to 
connect with people who didn’t 
yet know the Lord. 

One way they have done 
this is to rent the amusement 
park at the Shorebirds minor 
league baseball stadium during 
the game and give away free 
tickets with a card that simply 
says, “We want to show you the 
love of Christ in a real and prac-
tical way. We hope this small 
gift brightens your day. If we 
can serve you in any other way, 
please feel free to contact us.”

When Bill Craig planted 
Summit Trace Church in Fred-
erick, Md., he made servant 
evangelism an integral part of 
the church’s DNA. “It is a key 
part to fulfilling our mission 
of meeting people where they 
are and taking them where 
God wants them to be,” says 
Craig. “We do it because we are 
commanded to go and love. In 
the process, over time, lives are 
changed.” 

Current research indicates 
that the average person re-
quires seven to twelve “touch-
es” before they may be open 
to hearing the gospel message. 
Servant Evangelism provides a 
way to touch people in order to 
win opportunities to share the 
gospel. 

Reid Sterrett agrees, “One 
of the things we teach is evan-

gelism as an identity and not 
a strategy. People know when 
you care and when you’re be-
ing fake. Being authentic wins 
the day. When people have 
truly experienced the kind of 
supernatural love that can only 
come from God, 
they know it. 
We think most 
churches get 
this backwards 
if they care 
more about the 
strategy. We’ve 
all seen the 
programs.  The 
point I’m trying 
to make is this:  
In the same 
way, when you 
receive that call 
from a telemar-
keter who you 
know is read-
ing from a card 
his supervisor 
has handed him, people know 
when we are just exercising our 
‘church evangelism strategy 
muscles’ on them. Evangelism 
is relational. Jesus always con-
nected with the heart and then 
shared the transforming truth 
of the Gospel.”

Ideas abound that any 
church can do to reach beyond 
their walls.  These two pastors 
offer the following suggestions:
• Take your musicians, along 
with other church members, 
to a local assisted living or 
nursing home to encourage the 
elderly.
• Give away practical items 
that people will use, but will, at 
the same time, remind them of 
God and the church.
• Go to your nearby college 
campus and help out on 
move-in day, adding a “fun” 

gift for every student you meet.
• Host a free fall festival to 
the community with cookout, 
hayrides, etc.
• Give out water during rush 
hour outside a busy commercial 
district in your community.

• Give away Valentine candy, 
Easter baskets and Hallow-
een giveaways to workers at 
specific businesses where you 
have begun to build relation-
ships.
• Take bags of snacks to local 
schools on Teacher Apprecia-
tion Day to place in their break 
rooms.
• Take doughnuts to all of the 
police stations and fire stations 
in town .
• Provide construction help 
on lower income homes in coor-
dination with town officials or 
Habitat for Humanity.
• Hold free dinners for your 
city at the local downtown 
park.
• Go to laundromats and 
pass out bags of quarters 
and detergent so people can 
run one full load of laundry.

• Pass out postage stamps 
at the local post offices on Tax 
Day.
• Help serve Thanksgiving 
dinner at a local community 
site.

Bill Craig adds, “Servant 
Evangelism also pro-
vides an opportu-
nity for participants 
to receive something 
they can’t buy any-
where else: fulfill-
ment. Our culture 
and environment 
can make it diffi-
cult for churches to 
compete in a market 
where there is 
constant easy access 
to sporting events, 
family events, great 
concerts and great 
motivational speak-
ers. 

What is a church 
to do? Well, one 

thing the local church can do 
is simply serve people through 
acts of kindness. Servant 
Evangelism provides oppor-
tunities for these same people 
to help someone in need and 
experience joy and fulfillment. 
That’s not something that can 
be found easily in our culture. 
Yet, I believe we all want to be 
history-makers and impact our 
circles of influence, touching 
those in need. I believe one of 
the greatest ways to be a his-
tory-maker is through servant 
evangelism.”

Pastor Reid Sterrett of Soul 
Discovery Church can be reached 

at sterrett@ezy.net and at (443) 
614-0394.  Pastor Bill Craig of 

Summit Trace Church can be 
reached at bill@summittrace.com 

and at (240) 422-1760.

Evangelism is an identity, not a strategy

David Jackson

BCM/D Consultant for 

Church Planting and 

Multiplication
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BEGIN A RELATIONSHIP 

WITH GOD

GOD’S INITIATIVE:

God sent his son, Jesus, to die 
on the cross, paying the penalty 
for your sins, and promised 
“everyone who believes in Him 
will not perish but have eternal 
life.” John 3:16

OUR RESPONSE:

ADMIT…that you need to be 
rightly related to God. Under-
stand that you are sinner. Pride 
keeps us from doing some of 
the most important things in 
life.  Without God’s interven-
tion, your sin will ultimately 
lead to death and eternal 
separation from God. “No one 
is good –- not even one. No one 
has real understanding; no one 
is seeking God.”  Romans 3:10
“For all have sinned; all fall 
short of God’s glorious stan-
dard.” Romans 3:23

REPENT…from your sin and 
turn to God accepting by faith 
His gift of salvation. “Now 
turn from your sins and turn to 
God, so you can be cleansed of 
your sins.”  Acts 3:19 “For the 
wages of sin is death, but the 
free gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Romans 6:23 

BELIEVE…that God’s son, Je-
sus Christ, makes it possible for 
you to have a relationship with 
God. “For God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to 
himself…” 2 Corinthians 5:19
“This is real love. It is not 
that we loved God, but that 
He loved us and sent His son 
as a sacrifi ce to take away our 
sins.”  1 John 4:10

CONFESS…your sin to God.  
If you want to make this choice 
now, you can express that de-
sire to God in a prayer similar 
to this one: “Dear God, I know 
I am a sinner. I believe Jesus 
shed his blood, died and rose 
again to take the punishment 
for my sin. I accept your offer 
of forgiveness and eternal life.  
I thank you for what you have 
done for me, and I give you my 
life from this day forward.”

EXPRESS…your faith publi-
cally. Share it with a Christian 
friend or a pastor.  You will 
want to become involved in 
a local church where you can 
grow in your knowledge of 
Christ.  If you choose a Baptist 
church, you will be encouraged 
to be baptized as a public 
expression of your faith.
“If you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you 
will be saved.  Anyone who 
believes in Him will not be dis-
appointed.” Romans 10:9; 11

DEDICATE…yourself as a 
fully devoted follower of Jesus 
Christ.  Receiving God’s gift of 
forgiveness through Christ will 
set your life in an opposite di-
rection of the one you’ve been 
going. Now you are following 
God. “Jesus said to all of them, 
‘If people want to follow me, 
they must give up the things 
they want. They must be will-
ing to give up their lives daily 
to follow me.’” Luke 9:23 

Scripture from the 
New Living Translation

By June Holland

COLUMBIA, Md. — “…
that He might bring us safely 
home to God…” (I Peter 3:18b, 
NLT)

 “Parents want a special 
relationship with their chil-
dren,” writes Roberta Gilbert. 
“Parents care. They want to 
guide their children through 
the rough spots of life and 
help them make the right 
decisions.” Research shows 
that a special parental connec-
tion is extremely important in 
safeguarding children against 
dangers such as substance 
abuse, sexual promiscuity, 
criminal activity and suicide.

This is more important 
than ever before in today’s 
troubled world. But what 
does making this connection 
mean? Based on Bowen family 
systems theory, Connecting 
with Our Children, authored by 
Gilbert, shows parents how to 
build the connection found in 
better relationships. Now par-
ents have a new way to think 
about and respond to family 
concerns.

Roberta Gilbert is the 
featured speaker at this year’s 
“Home Safe to God” confer-
ence, February 4, 2006 at Glen 
Burnie Church (for more info 
visit www.yourbcmd.org/
homesafe). She is a psychia-
trist whose special interest is 
Bowen family systems theory 
and its extensions and applica-
tions to individuals, families 
and organizations. She is on 
the faculties of the George-
town Family Center and the 
John Leland Center for Theo-
logical Studies.

Gilbert is the author of 
two books concerned with 
applying the Bowen theory to 
life. The first book, Extraordi-
nary Relationships, published 
in 1992 by John Wiley & Sons, 
grew out of her work with 
families and individuals. Her 
second book, Connecting with 
Our Children, published in 
1999 by John Wiley & Sons is 
an application of the princi-
ples of Bowen family systems 
theory for parents. Both books 
have received wide acclaim.

Today, in addition to writ-
ing, Gilbert teaches seminars 
and courses in various aspects 
of human interaction while 
maintaining a private practice. 
She is the founder and direc-
tor of the Center for the Study 
of Human Systems.

The mission of the Cen-
ter for the study of Human 
Systems is to disseminate 
information about Bowen 
family systems theory. The 
Center began in 1998 when a 
major denomination in Vir-
ginia asked Gilbert to design 
a leadership training program 
for its ministers. The “Extraor-
dinary Leadership Seminar” 

began the next year and was, 
from the beginning, open to 
clergy of all denominations 
and faiths.

The response from the 
clergy had been overwhelm-
ing. They credit the seminar 
for “making it possible to stay 
in ministry,” “giving them 
relationship skills they did 
not have” and showing how to 
manage themselves when the 
congregation becomes intense, 
angry or blaming. 

Home Safe to God attendees 
can choose from some of the 
following workshops:

Strengthening Stepfamilies 
(Blending Families)

Many people approach 
stepfamily living with a lack 
of information or misinforma-
tion about this different kind 
of family. This conference will 
help create an awareness of 
what living in a stepfamily 
is really like and address the 
typical pitfalls and wonderful 
potential of blending families.

Successful Single Parenting
Trying to be a loving, nur-

turing parent while struggling 

with finances, work, children’s 
activities, and the need for a 
social life is enough to drive 
even the most energetic parent 
to the edge of frenzy. This ses-
sion will help you understand 
and navigate the challenging 
waters of single parenting. 

Passing on the Faith (A Radi-
cal New Model for Youth and 
Family Ministry)

Studies indicate 70% of 
teenagers from evangelical 
homes will drop out of church 
within two years after high 
school graduation. Parents, 
youth workers, and Chris-
tian leaders are desperately 
seeking more ways to counter 
today’s culture that threatens 
to undermine their young 
people’s faith and moral 
values. Passing on the faith 
makes an effective, credible 
case for partnership between 
families and their churches in 
the faith formation of young 
people 

Additional workshop 
topics focus on: Children in 
Worship Gatherings; Salvation 
for Preschoolers; and Family 
Friendly Ministry.

Putting children first . . . that we might bring them 
Home Safe to God

Childrens’ seminar featuring keynote speaker, 
Dr. Roberta M. Gilbert, psychiatrist and author 
of Extraordinary Relationships and Connecting 
with our Children

To register for seminar and childcare, contact Gail Noda at 800.466.5290, ext. 218; by 
email at gnoda@bcmd.org; or register online at www.yourbcmd.org/homesafe. 

February 4, 2006
Glen Burnie Church
7524 Old Stage Road
Glen Burnie, MD 21061

Only $20! You must 
register by Jan. 27! 
Childcare (birth - K) is 
$5 per child.  

Church members have 
been busy filling baby bottles 
with loose change for the 
“Catherine Foundation Preg-
nancy Center”, which minis-
ters to women and babies in 
crisis. 

Prince George’s Associa

The ladies of Cresthill 
Church, Bowie, are working 
to help S.O.M.E. (So Others 
Might Eat). The ladies have 
been making peanut butter 
and jelly sandwiches and col-
lecting clothing in good condi-
tion to help needy people in 
the community. The ladies put 
together special food baskets 
for Thanksgiving. 

For Christmas, the ladies 
will gather cookies for an old 
fashioned cookie exchange. 

Whitehall Church, Ac-
cokeek, designated Oct. 30 as 
Good News Jail and Prison 
Ministry Sunday. The church 
took up a special offering to 
aid this ministry. 

Susquehanna Association

Kent Hovind was a guest 
speaker at Pleasant View 
Church, Port Deposit, last 

month. Hovind, also known 
as “Dr. Dino,” is a former 
public school science teacher 
who taught Biology, Anatomy, 
Earth Science, Physical Science 
and Mathematics. In 1989 he 
began the ministry “Creation 
Science Evangelism” which 
now includes a “Dinosaur 
Adventure Land” theme park 
to explain creationism ver-
sus evolution. Hovind speaks 
in person and on the radio 
throughout the world.

Western Association

Christ Memorial Church, 
Westernport, supports three 
pastors in Moldova and salva-
tions and baptisms are regu-
larly being reported from these 
churches. 

Graceland Church, Ridge-
ly, W. Va., called Oscar Ohler, 
a former pastor of Graceland, 
Ridgely, W. Va., as its interim 
pastor. 

Matthew Robertson, col-
legiate minister at Frostburg 
State University announced his 
resignation effective at the end 
of this semester. He and his 
wife Shannon will be working 
in student ministry at Ander-
son College in South Carolina. 

Rev. Billy Williams to Host 
Baptist Group with Daily Devotions 

  

continued from page three
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Messengers also unani-
mously approved resolutions 
to express appreciation to Ellen 
Udovich and George Blevins 
for their leadership in help-
ing churches and individuals 
respond to the year’s natural 
disasters in a Christ-like man-
ner and to express 
appreciation to all who 
gave offerings, provid-
ed supplies and went 
on mission trips. The 
resolution also encour-
aged churches and 
individuals to continue 
praying for, contribut-
ing to and going to help 
in the stricken areas. 

Messengers also 
resolved to acknowl-
edge the efforts of 
those who made the 
convention a success; 
to James Nichols for his 
faithful leadership and 
to continue to give God 
the glory for the great 
things He empowers us 
to do in His kingdom.

Monday Afternoon
Ken Tipton, Oak Grove 

Church minister of music and 
the annual meeting music 
director, began worship with 
“Lord, I Lift Your Name on 
High.”

Former convention presi-
dents, Franklin Perry and 
Ralph Walls, participated in 
the service. Walls read from 
Psalm 33:12-19 and Perry led in 
prayer.

H.B. London, Focus on 
the Family’s vice president 
of church, clergy and medi-
cal outreach, provided the 
theme interpretation, “Praying 
Together for Our Nation.” Lon-
don referred to the scripture, 
Proverbs 14:34, “Righteousness 
exalted a nation, but sin is a 
reproach to any people.” KJV

 “Our country is in a moral 
freefall. Satan is encroach-
ing on the turf of Christians. 
We need to stand up and say, 
‘You’re not 
having any-
more of our 
children, our 
marriages or 
our church-
es!’” London 
said. We are 
the Elijahs of 
this genera-
tion, called to 
take stands 
that are some-
times costly 
and sacrificial, 
he said.

He urged 
every pas-
tor of every 
church to be 
surrounded 
by prayer 
warriors to 
pray for the 
anointing of 
God, for pro-
tection and for the truth to be 
heard by those in the congre-
gation.

Additionally, every congre-
gation needs a social con-
cern committee – a group of 
people who are equipped to be 
socially aware and to inform 
others.

Lastly, give pastors permis-
sion to speak the truth in love. 

“You need to be careful 
how you criticize him. Allow 
him to be bold, to speak the 
truth in love, not to divide or 
cause contention, but simply 
to show righteousness so that 
our nation is exalted and sin is 
disgraced.”

James Nichols, BCM/D 
president, announced commit-
tee appointments; Vic Simpson 
gave the Committee on Com-
mittees report; and Robert Lilly 
gave the nominating com-
mittee report. [For a complete 
listing of committees, go to www.
yourbcmd.org/annualmeeting.]

One of the highlights of 
the afternoon was a patriotic 
tribute. As the band played, 
veterans from all branches of 
the military rose as uniformed 
flag bearers brought in the 
banners from the Army, Navy, 
Air Force, Coast Guard and 
Marines.

Marine Colonel Sam Fergu-
son, son of B.J. Ferguson, who 
has ministered throughout 
Maryland/Delaware, shared a 
short testimony. 

President’s Address
Raymond Higgins, as-

sociate pastor 
of music and 
worship at Faith 
Church, Glen 
Burnie, intro-
duced BCM/D 
president James 
Nichols.

Nichols read 
from Luke 5. The 
disciples had 
been fishing all 
night. They were 
tired and hadn’t 
caught anything. 
Then Jesus said 
to “launch out 
into the deep, 
and let down 
your nets for a 
draught.” 

Nichols 
urged the 
church to go 
where the “fish” 
are; to obey the 

master and to do it all in Jesus’ 
name and power. 

Monday Evening
The evening session was 

a musical extravaganza with 
PROXIMITY, the BCM/D Cho-
rale and the new “Jubilation 
Orchestra.” 

Former BCM/D president, 
Walter Agnor, read the scrip-

ture, 1 Peter 2:9-12, “But you are 
a chosen generation, a royal priest-
hood, a holy nation, a peculiar 
people.”

Past BCM/D president, Tim 
Simpson, led the prayer. 

Golden Gate Seminary 
president, Jeff Iorg, gave the 

theme interpretation, “Praying 
Together for our Churches.” 

Focusing on the priority 
of prayer in our churches, Iorg 
pointed to 2 Thessalonians 3:1-
5, which gives an intentional 
prayer strategy.

First, leaders must ask for 
prayer. “When a leader asks for 
prayer, he reveals his depen-
dence on God and his need for 
strength other than his own,” 
he said. 

“Have the humility and 
discipline to ask for prayer. 
Keep [the prayer warriors] 
informed and trust God for the 
power that comes from this 
incredible resource that He has 
given you.”

The passage also points 
out specific prayer requests: 
that the Lord’s message be 
spread rapidly and honored 
and that the Lord’s messengers 
be delivered from wicked and 
evil men. 

“Trust the Lord’s promises 
are real when we pray,” he con-
tinued. “When I am frustrated 
or anxious, it’s generally when 
I’ve forgotten God’s promises, 
namely, that He is faithful to 
us.”

Finally, the leader must 
pray for the people, specifically 
that the Lord would “direct 
their hearts to God’s love and 
to Christ’s endurance.”

Rolando Castro, church 
planter of Ministry of Love in 
Christ, offered the prayer. 

The BCM/D staff presenta-
tion was in the form of a skit, 
featuring members of “The 
First Baptist Church of Mary-
land/Delaware” with Melvin 
Pride as the “pastor.” The 
“members” were in a prayer 
and praise meeting and they 
took an opportunity to share 
what God is doing. Shannon 
Baker told about the fruits of a 
mission trip to the Middle East 
– the first known Christian 
missions trip to go into a closed 
area. Resort minister, Lynn 
Davis, shared about resort 
ministry and the many interna-
tionals that Eastern Association 
churches reach. Church planter, 
Jeff Pearson, shared about a 
new church on Kent Island. 

Melody Knox shared about 
her children’s experiences at 
Youth Performing Arts Camp. 
Ryan Palmer, pastor of Seventh 
Church, Baltimore, enthusi-
astically told about Embrace 
Baltimore and how the prayers 
of a few Baltimore pastors were 

answered in a mighty 
way. Bob Hurd, pastor 
of Second and Fourth 
Church, Baltimore, 
shared about prayer 
walking in conjunction 
with the Embrace Balti-
more initiative.

Executive Director’s 
Message

James Nichols 
introduced David Lee. 
“I believe he has unified 
us…and advanced the 
cause of Christ through 
the convention,” Nichols 
said. 

Lee’s message was 
titled “Re-dreaming the 
Dream.” He referenced 

Hebrews l2:1-3, “Wherefore 
seeing we also are compassed 
about with so great a cloud 

of witnesses, let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which doth so 
easily beset us, and let us run with 
patience the race that is set before 
us….”

Lee said we need to re-
dream the dream of what it 
means to be a state convention; 
to rediscover what it means 
to be a cooperative people; to 
rediscover what it means to be 
a missionary people; and to 
rediscover what it means to be 
a catalytic people, a people of 
bold initiatives. [For a complete 
transcript, go to www.yourbcmd.
org/annualmeeting.]

Former BCM/D president, 
Burnis Barrett, closed the ses-
sion in prayer.

Tuesday Morning
The White Marsh Church 

praise team, under the direc-
tion of Herb Pace, led the 
congregational singing. For-
mer BCM/D president, Homer 
Carter, read the scripture, 
Jonah 4:9-11. Charles Barnes, 
past BCM/D executive director, 
led in prayer. 

Gary Frost, executive 
director of the Metropolitan 
New York Association, gave the 
theme interpretation,” Praying 
Together for Our Cities.” 

Using militaristic terms, 
Frost pointed to the need for 
urban warriors who will fight 
the good fight of faith with the 
end result of disciple-makers or 
“replacements” in the faith.

“There is a resistance 
movement to stop the advance 
of the Gospel,” he observed, 
naming Adam, the first soldier 
who failed, and even before, 
Lucifer, who fell from heaven.

As Satan’s terror has 
reigned since, there have been 
great warriors of the faith 
– such as Abraham and David, 
but Jesus Christ is the “ultimate 
warrior” who has called the 
Church to multiply the earth 
with soldiers for Christ.

“We cannot be Satan sym-
pathizers – falling for the lust 
of our eyes and the pride of our 
flesh—but we must be faith-
ful… to the Kingdom of God,” 
he said.

continued from page one
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2006 Officers (L to R): Gayle Clifton, recording secretary; William George, assistant 

recording secretary; James Nichols, president; Lyn O’Berry, first vice president; 

and Robert Lilly, second vice president.

Colonel Sam Ferguson from the 

Pentagon shared his testimony 

of God’s faithfulness during a 

Patriotic Tribute to our nation in 

the Monday afternoon session. 

For full reports and audio files from the 2005 BCM/D Annual Meeting visit www.yourbcmd.org/annualmeeting



Paul Cheung, pastor of 
Montgomery Chinese Mission 
Church led the prayer time. 

Agency and Committee 
Reports

Dan Mohler, chairman 
of Christian Life and Public 
Affairs Committee, reported 
that the convention was well 
represented at the State House 
in Annapolis through the year. 

Marion “Pete” Holt, past 
president of the Baptist Founda-
tion, said the foundation is alive 
and well. Holt presented David 
Lee, a check for $178,242.60 for 
BCM/D.

John Faris, BCM/D director 
of finance and development, 
announced a campaign to raise 
$2 million dollars to support 
the “Embrace Baltimore” initia-
tive with $1 million targeted for 
church starts and $1 million for 
evangelism efforts. 

Bob Gerstmyer, Baptist 
Family & Children’s Services 
executive director, said BFCS 
is striving to be the primary 
faith-based resource in the mid-
Atlantic area for churches and 
community groups who seek to 
give struggling 
families and 
children a new 
start.

Darlene 
Ballou, presi-
dent of the 
Women’s Mis-
sionary Union, 
reported 
salvations at 
this year’s girls’ 
camp and she 
said 180 people 
from around 
the world came 
to Maryland for 
Missionfest this 
summer. 

Jim Mc-
Bride, Sr., 
Delaware Association’s director 
of missions, gave a testimony, 
sharing how the association ap-
proached the local government, 
asking how to help and being 
offered the chance to host the 
Wilmington games. 

Miscellaneous Business
Upon hearing that Adrian 

Rogers, former pastor of Bell-
vue Church in Memphis, Tenn., 
had died, Harold Phillips, 
pastor of Pleasant View Church, 
Port Deposit, made a motion to 
send a letter from the BCM/D 
convention to Adrian Rogers’ 
family and his church offering 
condolences and also apprecia-
tion for the contribution Rogers 
made to the Kingdom.

Another messenger made 
a motion to change the pro-
cess of how prospective new 
churches are credentialed into 
the BCM/D. President Nichols 
ruled the motion out of order 
since the Convention already 
has a process in place through 
its General Mission Board for 
credentialing new churches 
that covers doctrinal and proce-
dural issues.

Faye Broadbent, a mes-
senger from Colgate Church, 
Baltimore, said that the cost of 
attending events at Skycroft 
and Camp Wo-Me-To can some-
times be prohibitive to some 
of the elderly on fixed incomes 
and for some smaller congrega-
tions. 

John Faris responded to 
Broadbent, saying he feels Sky-
croft has low, competitive rates, 
just $55 and that includes three 

meals. “I pledge that if you call 
me, I’ll work with you to make 
it easier to visit Skycroft,” he 
said.

Harold Phillips, senior 
pastor, Pleasant View Church, 
Port Deposit, made a motion for 
the executive director to form 
a committee to research what 
BCM/D can do to influence 
Maryland public school cur-
riculum to be more biblical and 
family friendly and to bring a 
report to the annual BCM/D 
meeting in 2006. If action needs 
to be taken before the 2006 
meeting, please let us know by 
mail. “Our children’s future is 
at stake,” Phillips said. The mo-
tion carried unanimously.  

Dallas Bumgarner offered 
the closing prayer for the ses-
sion. 

Tuesday Afternoon
The final session opened 

with congregational singing led 
by Phil Respass and the Friend-
ship Church Praise Team, 
Sykesville, Md. Gary Glanville, 
pastor of Northwest Church 
and former BCM/D president, 
read the scripture, Psalm 22:27-

28; 47:6-8; and 
46:10. James Mc-
Bride, Sr., offered 
the prayer.

Gary Frost 
gave the final 
theme interpreta-
tion, “Praying 
together for our 
world.” 

Frost said 
disciples advance 
the King’s agenda 
by disciple-mak-
ing, not “religious 
cloning.” 

“The disciple 
needs to be in the 
midst of the body 
of Christ. The 
whole church is 

responsible to develop believers 
for the work of God.”

He described the character-
istics of a disciple-warrior.

First, he or she is a God-
called person who has been 
touched by God. He contrasted 
the employee who looks at the 
clock with a laborer who looks 
at the assignment. The laborer 
says, “Whatever it takes, I’ll do 
it.”

The disciple-warrior is 
also scripture-grounded, love 
compelled, Spirit-guided and 
Christ-exalting. 

Rather than the individual-
istic adage: “God loves you and 
has a wonderful plan for your 
life,” Frost urged the follow-
ing response: “God’s love is for 
the nations, and He loves you 
enough to give you a place to be 
in it.”

He urged his learners to be 
like the disciple John, the “dis-
ciple of love,” whose great love 
of Jesus enabled him to receive 
the ultimate revelation found in 
the last book of the Bible. 

“In so doing, the world will 
see Christ, not the religion, but 
the Person living within us.” 

Dennis Kim, senior pastor 
of Global Mission Church, Sil-
ver Spring, Md., led in prayer.

Reports from our Southern 
Baptist Family

Dan Russell, missionary to 
the Pacific Rim, reported for the 
International Mission Board. 
He told how he and his wife 
arrived in the Philippines. His 
wife wasn’t sure what to do, 
so she began to work with the 

children, singing songs, teach-
ing Bible verses and playing 
games. That became a catalyst 
for reaching families. 

Randy Millwood, associate 
professor of discipleship at New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary gave the seminary re-
port. Millwood said over 15,000 
students are preparing for min-
istries in our seminaries. He 
shared that every building at 
NOBTS suffered damage from 
Hurricane Katrina. Seventy 
percent of the faculty lived on 
campus and the floodwaters in 
some areas reached nine feet.

Rich Carney, Strategic Fo-
cus City coordinator for NAMB, 
thanked BCM/D for the help 
with disaster relief. “People are 
genuinely grateful.” Carney 
said that through strategic fo-
cus, “We’ve seen 400 churches 
planted, 40,000 professions of 
faith and 50,000 people mobi-
lized to be on mission.

“If we are to impact 
Baltimore, our efforts must be 
focused on the local church,“ 
Carney said. 

Robert Anderson, pastor of 
Colonial Church and BCM/D’s 
representative to the SBC 
Executive Committee, prayed 
asking God to bring down 
spiritual barriers, to move in 
the hearts of pastors and for 
pastors to have a broken heart 
for the lost. 

Dustin Sanders reported 
for Guidestone Financial 
Resources, sharing that the 
organization works to give 
ministers the financial secu-
rity and resources they need. 

Will Hall reported for 
the SBC Executive Commit-
tee. SBC gave $16.8 million for 
tsunami relief, over $21 mil-
lion for Katrina relief and $7.5 
million for world hunger relief. 
Hall said, “Southern Baptists 
not only give physical bread 
and water, but share the living 
bread and living water.” 

Southern Baptists baptized 
a total of 995,000 souls in this 
past year, averaging one every 
32 seconds. 

Ronald Pratt, national event 
planner for LifeWay Conference 
Centers, presented a new Bible 
to James and Susan Nichols. He 
reported that LifeWay donated 
over $6 million towards disas-
ter relief this year. 

Doug Carlson reported 
for the Ethics and Religious 
Liberty Commission. Some of 
the concerns the commission is 
addressing include the sanctity 
of human life, sex trafficking, 
and protection of marriage and 
human rights. 

Robert Lilly, second vice-
president, made a motion to 
affirm the executive director, 
David Lee, and his staff, which 
messengers approved.

James McCord, minister 
of music, Calvary Church, Bel 
Air, Md., led in worship with 
special music.

Kenny Heath, director of 
missions for Western Associa-
tion, introduced Wally Weeks, 
Jr., pastor of Pleasant View 
Church, Oakland, who gave 
this year’s annual sermon. 

Weeks preached that 
prayer is life’s ultimate 
privilege. Prayer, Weeks said, 
nurtures intimacy with God 
through the work of the Sprit. 
The Spirit moves to produce 
longings for the will of God. 
Real prayer is a no lose situ-
ation because God does not 
reject the prayers of God. 

continued from page six

Harold Phillips, pastor of Pleasant View Church, Port 

Deposit, Md., made a motion for a committee to be 

formed to encourage Southern Baptist influence over 

Maryland Public School curricula.

Wally Weeks, Jr., pastor of Pleasant View Church, 

Oakland, Md., gave the annual sermon.

Stella Lee, Oak Grove Church, shares about God’s 

saving grace in a special mime performance during 

the last session of the BCM/D annual meeting.

Dee Jones, Oak Grove Church, Bel Air, provided 

special music for the Tuesday morning session.

James Dixon, Jr., pastor 

of El Bethel Church, Ft. 

Washington, Md., closed the 

convention with prayer.

Marion “Pete” Holt offers BCM/D Executive Director 

David Lee a check from the Baptist Foundation of 

Maryland/Delaware in the amount of $178,242.60 

for use in planting new churches and strengthening 

existing churches.
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By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

TOWSON, Md.—As he 
wiped the mud away from 
the rain-soaked headstone, he 
could finally read the words: 
“A great preacher.”

The words could have 
been “a faithful husband” or 
“a loving father” but neither 
was true, shared a saddened 
H.B. London, vice president of 
church, clergy 
and medical 
outreach at Fo-
cus on the Fam-
ily in Colorado 
Springs, Colo.

He was the 
featured speak-
er of this year’s 
combined pas-
tors’ and min-
isters’ wives 
conference that 
preceded the 
170th annual 
meeting of the 
Baptist Conven-
tion of Mary-
land/Delaware 
on Nov. 14-15.

As he read 
his father’s 
epitaph, Lon-
don felt like 
an eight year 
old all over again. Though his 
father was a prominent min-
ister, London often wondered 
why he didn’t play ball with 
him, why he didn’t take him 
fishing, why he didn’t just sit 
down and talk to him. 

He was simply too busy 
with his ministry.

And when London was 16, 
his father had an affair, throw-
ing him out of the pastorate, 
severely injuring his marriage 
and setting London on a rebel-
lious road.

The sad events overshad-
owed London’s life and even 
became a pattern after he be-
came a young pastor.

“There were times when 
I was more in love with the 
ministry than with the Lord 
who called me,” he admitted, 
describing an over-extended 
schedule and unbalanced focus 
on the ministry. “It almost cost 
me my kids in the early days.”

A pastor for 31 years before 
going to Focus on the Family, 
a ministry headed by his first 
cousin James Dobson, he stern-
ly advised, “There are regrets, 
and I don’t want you to have 
any. You can do something 
about them.”

Drawing from passages 
in Philippians and 1 Timothy, 
London encouraged the min-
isters to maintain the proper 
perspective in ministry.

“[Remember] the pas-
sion and the joy of serving 
the Lord, that He knows our 
name, that out of six billion 
people on the earth, He has 
called us to minister for Him,” 
he encouraged. “Ministry is 
supposed to be joyful. We 
should make the work of the 
ministry a joy instead of a bur-
den.” 

He laughingly referred to 
the “joy-suckers” who often 
rob ministers of their joy by 
always focusing on the nega-
tive.

“When you close your 
eyes, you see every joy sucker 
you’ve ever known,” he said. 

“God created the joy-suck-
er. Yet, he calls us to minister 
in the world–not with the eyes 
on them, but on the positive.” 

He cautioned, “If you 
spend 40-50 percent in the 
negative, you’ll tend to be 
like that.” 

Instead, he urged ministers 
to make it a practice to think 
about the successes in the min-
istry: the young boy who got 
saved in a Sunday school class, 
the young man healed from 
a drug and alcohol addiction, 
the couple who was ready for 
divorce, but who now love each 
other more than ever before.

“You must watch your life 
carefully,” London continued, 
using the analogy of a spiri-

tual dashboard 
with four gaug-
es: the spiri-
tual gauge, the 
physical gauge, 
the emotional 
gauge and the 
family gauge.

The spiri-
tual gauge 
should read, “It 
is well with my 
soul,” London 
said. 

“Intimacy 
with God must 
be the priority,” 
he emphasized. 
“God wants 
our devotion. 
Give attention 
to what matters 
most.”

He dis-
cerned, “You 

know if you feel comfortable 
in His presence. Your preach-
ing will show it; your ability to 
minister will show it; your abil-
ity to handle joy-suckers will 
show it.”

The “physical gauge” 
should read, “I am a temple.”

“You can pollute the tem-
ple, not just in sexual terms, but 
in investment terms. We invest 
by keeping the temple clean, 
wholesome and healthy,” he 
said. 

The “emotional gauge” 
should read, “I shall not be 
anxious.”

Two things predicate a 
minister’s emotional life: emo-
tionally draining circumstanc-
es and emotionally draining 
people, he said. 

For this reason, most stay 
in the pastorate only three to 
five years. “But if you don’t stay 
in the church for at least seven 
years, you won’t outlive the joy-

suckers,” he laughed.
More soberly, he added, 

“I’ve seen the emotionally 
draining circumstances drive 
more people out of the ministry 
than sin does.” 

Moreover, 53 percent of the 
350,000 churches in America 
are so dysfunctional that they 
are almost impotent, he la-
mented.

The “family gauge” should 
read, “As for me and my house, 
I will serve the Lord.”

Admitting that pastors’ 
homes are not always idyllic, 
London shared about an infor-
mal Focus on the Family study 
that revealed that only about 
half of 1,000 pastors’ wives in-
terviewed actually wanted to 
be a pastor’s wife. 

Furthermore, a large num-
ber of pastors leave their posi-
tions because of pressure from 
their wives or from angry chil-
dren who have endured angry, 
unhealthy environments in the 
church.

“We cannot take our fami-
lies for granted,” he urged. 

Instead, families should 
develop identities outside the 
church. Each person should 
operate in his or her giftedness 
and not be pigeonholed into 
certain roles, he stressed. 

And, the husband-wife 
team should be one another’s 
cheering section. 

He also suggested that 
the pastor’s home be a sanctu-
ary. “Your house needs to be 
your home, which needs to be 
protected. It needs to feel like 
a home and not an extension 
of your Sunday school,” he ad-
vised.

“Make family a priority,” 
he cautioned. “We become so 
ingrown in our work that we 
isolate or push our kids aside 
when they aren’t measuring up. 

“You better tell your kids 
you love them, even if they are 
in the pigpen… If we don’t ful-
fill our responsibility at home, 
we send the signal to our kids 
that they don’t have to fulfill 
their responsibilities.”

“When you take the can-
opy of ministry away, you are 
still a child of God, a father, a 
husband. Be who God has in-
tended you to be.”

H.B. London: Proper perspective necessary for 
ministers and families

Kimberly and Drew Boswell, Daybreak Community Church, Freder-

ick, Md., speak with H.B. London after he spoke at the Pastors’ and 

Wives’ Conference that preceded the BCM/D annual meeting.

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

TOWSON, Md. — BCM/D 
deaf Christians are making 
themselves heard and they 
have a powerful voice in their 
leader Jane Norwood, presi-
dent of the Deaf Conference 
of Maryland/Delaware and 
a member of First Church, 
Laurel. 

BCM/D Executive Director 
David Lee met Norwood when 
Lee was invited to speak at 
the annual Deaf Conference in 
October at Skycroft Conference 
Center. 

“I have never seen so much 
passion for wanting to win 
people in their people group to 
Jesus Christ,” Lee said. 

He said he was over-
whelmed at what he saw. They 
were learning to memorize 
scripture so they could share 

with others who were in need 
of the gospel. 

Lee said he assured Nor-
wood that BCM/D would do 
everything they can to support 
the deaf ministry, including 
providing a bigger budget 
and more exposure for their 
ministry. 

Norwood shared her testi-
mony at the annual meeting in 
Towson. She did so through an 
interpreter, Carol Stevens. 

She was born to a deaf 
family in Arkansas. As a young 
girl, she attended a Baptist 
Church that provided busses to 
pick up deaf children. 

“They had deaf Sunday 
School teachers and a pastor to 
the deaf. Deaf people were in-
volved in the entire program,” 
Norwood signed.

“I accepted Jesus Christ as 
my Savior when I was eleven 
years old.”

John 3:16-17 are her favor-
ite verses. Norwood’s favorite 
song is “The Old Rugged 
Cross” because it has a lot of 
meaning. 

The Maryland/Delaware 
Conference of the Deaf is 
working to find churches that 
have deaf ministries and also 
those who want to start those 
ministries so the conference 
can come alongside and help. 

“My main concern is that 
there are not enough deaf 
leaders. Many deaf ministries 
are under the charge of inter-
preters instead of the deaf,” 
Norwood signed. 

“Deaf people need to be 
leaders. We make mistakes, but 
we learn from our mistakes.”

 “I am closing my testimo-
ny by asking you to be in much 
prayer for deaf people lost 
without Christ. What a burden 
it is for me. May the good Lord 

speak to many of your hearts 
and may the Lord put the bur-
den on us all,” she signed.

Messengers at the annual 
meeting “clapped” in sign lan-
guage for Norwood, waving 
their hands and wiggling their 
fingers in the air. 

“This ministry is urgently 
needed,” Jacob Shin said. 
Shin is the BCM/D language 
consultant. “We want to 
help churches get started in 
deaf ministry. We don’t have 
many.”

According to the National 
Institute of Deafness and other 
Communication Disorders, 
there are 28 million hearing 
impaired people in America. 
Two to three out of every 1,000 
are born deaf or hard of hear-
ing. 

For more info about deaf 
ministry, call (800) 466-5290, 
ext 252.

The voice of deaf ministry heard loud and clear

“There were times 

when I was more 

in love with the 

ministry than with 

the Lord who called 

me.”

—H.B. London

“This ministry is 

urgently needed. 

We want to help 

churches get 

started in deaf 

ministry. We don’t 

have many.”

— Jacob Shin



By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

BALTIMORE, Md. — 
“This restaurant is cash only!” 
joked Good Samaritan Network 
Director Colleen Dougherty to 
the excited 20-plus students as-
sembled in the school cafeteria.

“Not really,” joyfully added 
Joyce Wehberg, a volunteer 
from Streetlite Christian Fel-
lowship. “All you need is a 
smile and your good manners 
that you’ve learned in the past 
four weeks.”

The third and fourth grad-
ers were at the end of their five-
week cycle in their Life Skills 
enrichment class, which is held 
the second of two hours allot-
ted to LifeLaunch Academy, an 
after-school program for first 
through eighth grade students 
at Federal Hill Preparatory 
School.

For the past four weeks, 
the children made placemats, 
napkin rings and flower cen-
terpieces, all while learning the 
art of fine dining – where and 
when to use the utensils, how 
to cut food properly and even 
how to place their napkins ap-
propriately.

“Put your napkins where 
they belong,” Wehberg in-
structed, pausing noticeably 
before continuing. 

“And now you may eat.”
Suddenly a chorus of stu-

dents protested, “But we forgot 
to say grace!”

Tears misted Wehberg’s 
eyes as she watched the 
children lead themselves in a 
prayer of thanksgiving before 
the meal. 

Her volunteer experience 
was turning out much better 
than she ever expected.

At the close of the Life 
Skills session, the children 
shook hands with Wehberg 
and expressed gracious 
thanksgiving for the meal. 
Some children offered hugs 
instead.

Launched Oct. 3, Life-
Launch Academy is a collab-
orative effort between Baptist 
Family & Children’s Services’ 
Good Samaritan Network 
(GSN), Streetlite Christian 
Fellowship, Covenant Church 
(Columbia) and the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/Dela-
ware. 

For four days a week, 
selected students are given 
the opportunity of academic 
enrichment in math and read-
ing for an hour followed by an 
hour of rotated planned activ-
ity in gym, computer, music, 
art and Life Skills classes.

Nearly 100 students—prac-
tically one third of the student 

body—are enrolled in the 
program, some simply for the 
second hour of enrichment. 
Class sizes are intentionally 
small, averaging 10-12 students 
per paid teacher and at least 
one volunteer.

To date, there are 40 
screened volunteers from 
Streetlite and Covenant, 15 of 
whom serve on a regular basis.

Volunteers receive train-
ing during the daily meetings 
between the children’s snack-
time and when they are dis-

persed to their academic en-
richment hour. The planning 
time gives the paid teachers a 
chance to settle the children 
before volunteers come to nur-
ture them one-on-one. 

Dougherty hopes the reach 
will go beyond the students in 
the program. 

In answer to the school’s 
request, the network of vol-
unteers will hold a book drive 
to ensure that every child in 
the school will have his or her 
own book to keep.

LifeLaunch teaches students and volunteers

Joyce Wehberg, a volunteer from Streetlite Christian Fellowship, 

serves third and fourth graders during their Life Skills enrichment 

class sponsored by LifeLaunch Academy, an after-school program 

for students at Federal Hill Preparatory School in Baltimore.

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

CUMBERLAND, Md. — 
Churches in Western Mary-
land are making Christmas 
brighter for young men in 
Western Maryland boys’ 
camps. The court has commit-
ted the teens, ages 14 to 18, to 
stay at the camps for a prede-
termined time period. They 
are struggling kids given a last 
chance. The churches deco-
rate for Christmas, open their 
doors for the holidays, bring 
in the boys and have parties 
for them. They also share the 
gospel and each year several 
young men ask Christ into 
their lives. 

Bill Hunt, BCM/D’s west-
ern Maryland prison chaplain 
began coordinating the par-
ties about 20 years ago. Hunt 
said churches used to take 
everything with them and 
travel to the camps in all kinds 
of weather. Hunt turned it 
around. Now, Juvenile Service 
workers bring the kids to the 
churches. Everyone benefits, 
Hunt said. The teens and staff 
love getting out together, it’s 
easier on the churches and it 
becomes a whole church event 
instead of a select few. 

Hunt and his wife, Dot, 
both well into their retirement 
years, go to each party. 

“The churches do a great 
job.” Hunt said. 

There are four camps 
– Green Ridge in Flintstone; 
Savage Mountain in Lonacon-
ing; Meadow Mountain in 
Grantsville and Backbone in 
Swanton. Hunt said the camps 
used to be part of the Theo-
dore Roosevelt’s Civil Conser-
vation Corps Program.  

About 40 boys from Back-
bone Camp come each year for 

the Christmas celebration at 
Christ Memorial. Steffan Carr, 
pastor, said the boys partici-
pate, read scripture and sing 
carols. 

Carr always gives an 
invitation and each year boys 
respond. The church follows 
up, providing an opportunity 
for the boys to have prayer 
partners. Church members 
covenant to pray for the boys’ 
specified needs and the mem-
bers send them encouraging 
notes throughout the year.

LaVale Church hosts boys 
from the Green Ridge camp. 
The highlight is Christian ma-
gician, Mike Iser, a member of 
Second Church, Cumberland. 
Iser uses magic to share the 
gospel, such as having dirty 
handkerchiefs become “magi-
cally” clean and how Jesus 
truly forgives us our sins and 
permanently takes away those 
“stains.” 

Darla Lewis, a member 
of LaVale Church, often does 
clown ministry and some 
magic at the parties.

The Mennonite Church 
hosts Meadow Mountain 
Camp. They have a church 
service and then provide a full 
meal for the boys followed by 
a six-foot-long dessert tray.

Shaft United Methodist 
Church brings the boys from 
Savage Mountain Camp in for 
a worship service. 

“The boys do the biggest 
part of the service,” Faye Wol-
ford, coordinator, said. They 
read the Christmas story from 
scripture and some years even 
put on a little play. 

At the back of the church 
there’s a huge card on a bulle-
tin board where the boys sign 
their names and sentiments. 
All the boys and staff mem-
bers leave with New Testa-

ments, a dozen homemade 
cookies and candy. 

“At Shaft (UMC), they 
go all out,” Todd Foote, case 
manager supervisor at Savage 
Mountain said. “They’ve been 
doing it for years.”

“And the kids really look 
forward to seeing Bill. He 
really puts in a lot of time,” 
Foote said.  

“Sometimes I think I’m too 
old for this,” Hunt said. “But 

then I find out I can still mix 
with them.”

Due to privacy laws, Hunt 
can’t follow the boys the way 
he’d like. Sometimes it breaks 
his heart when he visits the 
state prisons and sees some of 
the boys, or reads about them 
getting shot. But he knows 
seeds are being planted and 
he won’t know which ones 
sprouted and blossomed until 
he reaches glory. 

Making Christmas bright for Western Maryland boys
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By Bob Simpson
Editor

TOWSON, Md. — Mary-
land’s Governor Robert Ehrlich 
spoke at the Southeastern 
Seminary luncheon on the 
second day of the BCM/D 
annual meeting at the Towson 
Sheraton. Lyn O’Berry, BCM/D 
first vice president, president of 
Southeastern MD/DE alumni 
and pastor of Linthicum 
Church, invited Ehrlich in re-
sponse to the Biblical mandate 
to honor and pray for our civic 
leaders. O’Berry decided to ask 
for the privilege of doing so in 
person with the Governor. The 
Governor agreed to attend.

After being formally 
introduced, Ehrlich received a 
standing ovation, to which he 
responded, “I know I’m not in 
Annapolis!” Ehrlich began by 
talking about his family. The 
audience responded warmly as 

he shared how his six year-old 
son, Josh, was living an unusu-
ally charmed life as a result of 
what his father does for a liv-
ing. He said that recently Josh 
played catch at Camden Yards 
with Baltimore Orioles bull-pen 
coach Rick Dempsey.  
Josh also recently was 
given a jersey in person 
by the Baltimore Raven’s 
linebacker Ray Lewis. 
The Governor counseled 
his son to be mindful of 
the fact that all six-year 
olds don’t have the level 
of access that Josh has. 
He told him that it was 
all fleeting.

Ehrlich shared three 
points with the attend-
ees. First he talked about 
how important the work 
of faith-based orga-
nizations is to him as 
Governor. He has, with 
much opposition, estab-
lished an office of faith-based 
initiatives within the Gover-
nor’s office of volunteerism. 
He reminded the group that 
our founding fathers, though 
flawed, had the great idea of 
not discriminating against the 
practice of religion. 

Secondly, Ehrlich spoke 
out against the ‘de-Christ-
masizing’ of Christmas.  He 
acknowledged that he probably 
just made up that word.  He 
said that he was ‘profoundly 
disturbed’ by Wal-Mart’s recent 
decision to stop marketing 
“Merry Christmas” in its stores 

and replace the phrase with 
“Happy Holidays.”  He cited 
that Maryland, of all states, 
was originally founded as a 
bastion of religious tolerance 
where all groups could freely 
exercise their religion and its 

various holidays.  While this 
would incorporate all religions, 
it certainly does not exclude or 
singularly target Christianity.

Erhlich’s last point was to 
thank the audience for their 
prayers.  He said that not a day 
goes by that at least one citizen 
tells him that they are praying 
for the Governor and his family. 
Most days it is numerous times.  
He acknowledged that, “It helps 
me get through the day.”

The Governor presented a 
special proclamation to David 
Lee, BCM/D’s executive direc-
tor. Lee promised that MD/DE 

Baptists would continue to pray 
for Ehrlich that he would have 
wisdom to lead and protection 
for the Governor’s entire family.

The proclamation stated:
Governor of the State of Maryland, 
to:  Baptist Convention of Mary-

land/Delaware, Greetings: 
Be it known: That on 
behalf of the citizens of this 
state, in recognition of a 
special tribute to welcome 
all the participants of the 
Annual Meeting of the 
Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware, in 
celebration of this multi-
state convention of faith 
and vision for the future; 
and as the people of Mary-
land join with the South-
eastern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary Alumni and 
Friends in Maryland/Del-
aware to honor the positive 
and lasting contributions 
your members have made 

to our state and nation, we are 
pleased to confer upon you this 
Governor’s Citation Given Under 
My Hand and the Great Seal of 
the State of Maryland this 15th 
day of November, 2005. [It was 
signed by the Governor, the Lt. 
Governor, and the Secretary of 
State].

The luncheon also honored 
three “unsung heroes”: Linthi-
cum Church layman, Charles 
Lawson, Carol Moore, BCM/D’s 
executive office coordinator, 
and Bill Crowe, director of 
missions for the Mid-Mary-
land Association.

Maryland Governor speaks at seminary alumni luncheon

By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

NEW ORLEANS — In the 
span between normal first-day 
classroom jitters and a campus 
silenced by a natural disaster 
stands a seminary president 
whose faith has not been 
shaken.

New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary Presi-
dent Chuck Kelley, whose 
connection to the seminary 
includes eight years as a 
student, 13 years as a faculty 
member, and nine years in 
the institution’s highest office, 
has been challenged to the 
very core of his existence by 
the devastation of Hurricane 
Katrina.

“You can’t imagine what 
it is like to sit on the edge of 
a bed in a hotel room watch-
ing TV and realizing that 
everyone has lost everything,” 
Kelley told Baptist LIFE in a 
recent phone interview. 

He paused in reflection, 
“But then to have God give 
you a calm in your soul… then 
you know how great a God we 
have.”

In August, Hurricane 
Katrina raged through New 
Orleans only ten days into the 
new semester – too soon for 
the seminary to get an accu-
rate enrollment count. 

With over 4,000 students 
enrolled in the previous se-
mester, New Orleans Semi-
nary was in its heyday.

In a word, the “Miracle on 
the Mississippi” was thriving. 
Now in the wake of the largest 
natural disaster to occur on 

United States soil, it is surviv-
ing.

Though mostly spared by 
an indirect hit by the hurricane, 
the eventual spilling of Lake 
Ponchartrain’s waters resulted 
in a campus catastrophe.

Mercifully, buildings 
housing the academic class-
rooms and the administrative 
offices received little damage.  
The seminary’s chapel, which 
boasts a lighted steeple that 
now highlights the otherwise 
dark New Orleans skyline, also 
received minimal damage.

However, one off-campus 
housing site and a majority of 
the campus’ residences, includ-
ing all of the faculty homes and 
nearly half of the student hous-
ing, were completely ruined in 
the flooding.

“It has been a difficult blow 
to our Seminary family. We’ve 
never had anything like this 
to happen in the 88 years since 
New Orleans Seminary was 
founded,” Kelley shared. “But 
our faculty, staff and students 
have handled it all as champi-
ons.”

Out of the extremely 
personal loss have come the 
following powerful lessons, he 
added. 

– Christians should not be 
afraid of sacrifice. 

Historically, the church has 
always confronted sacrifice, 
Kelley reminded, pointing to 
other countries where sacrifice 
is a far more normal experi-
ence than what most Western 
churches experience.

“We have the easiest, most 
prosperous life in the world,” 
he acknowledged. Yet, he has 

seen firsthand how those who 
have suffered losses go through 
grief and then slowly, step by 
step, to healing and hope. 

“Southern Baptists would 
be proud of this Seminary fam-
ily,” he said.

– Suffering has a role in 
advancing the Gospel. 

“Hey, I’m the guy who lost 
everything. Doesn’t that mean 
that I get to say anything?” 

Kelley shared the story of 
two displaced professors who 
took advantage of sharing the 
Gospel at a New Age rally in 
Decatur, Ga. The crowd quietly 
listened to how the Lord helped 
the men maintain a deep peace 
despite all they had lost in the 
storm.

– Hold our things loosely. 
“We often think in our 

minds that we’ve given God 
everything, but when He takes 
away things, it’s a real time of 
testing,” Kelley continued. 

He shared how responsive 
and generous Southern Baptists 
have been in housing, sup-
porting, providing resources 
or helping in the midst of the 
terrible tragedy. 

– It doesn’t matter how big 
the disaster is; God will see 
you through.

Admitting to having a new 
“tough-mindedness,” Kelley 
asks, “What could be worse?”

With looted and damaged 
property throughout the city, 
with piles of debris and demol-
ished belongings carpeting the 
once flooded landscape, and 
with the eerie silence filling 
the desolate, dark New Orleans 
streets, there is a sense that it 
cannot get any worse.

“We need to remember 
that there is a last chapter 
to this story. We can skip to 
the end and see that we live 
happily ever after,” Kelley 
reminded. 

“It is easy to be over-
whelmed by the early chap-
ters, but when we cut over to 
the end chapters we read … 
that nothing can separate us 
from the love of Christ; that 
we can overwhelmingly con-
quer in the name of Christ; … 
that we can be persecuted, but 
not abandoned, struck down 
but not destroyed…”

With a great resurrection 
already occurring on campus 
and classes continuing under 
the “legendary efforts” of the 
faculty, Kelley expects classes 
to resume partially on campus 
in January 2006 and to restore 
the main campus to normal 
operation by August 2006. 

Reflecting more somberly 
on the upcoming future, he 
acknowledged, “It will be a 
great act of courage when our 
faculty, staff and students 
come back. There is no way to 
protect them completely. We 
know [another hurricane] can 
happen again. It takes cour-
age. 
      “It takes a call from God.”

New Orleans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary launched a major 

volunteer cleanup initiative Oct. 
31, giving Southern Baptists an 

opportunity to assist with the 
restoration and renewal of on-

campus housing at NOBTS. For 
information on how you can assist 

in person or financially, visit 
online at www.nobts.edu.

Katrina teaches lessons to New Orleans Seminary family

Bill Crowe, Charles Lawson and Carol Moore seated 

with Governor Robert Ehrlich at the Southeastern 

Seminary luncheon where they were honored as 

“unsung” heroes.

Governor Robert Ehrlich (center) presented a 

proclamation to David Lee, BCM/D executive 

director, and Lyn O’Berry, pastor of Linthicum 

Church, in honor of BCM/D’s contribution to 

Maryland and the nation.

“It has been a 

difficult blow to our 

Seminary family. 

We’ve never had 

anything like this 

to happen in the 

88 years since New 

Orleans Seminary 

was founded. But 

our faculty, staff 

and students have 

handled it all as 

champions.”

— Chuck Kelley
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Deadlines are the 

second Friday of 

each month for the 

following month’s 

issue. Classified 

advertising is 75 cents 

per word ($18.00 

minimum) for BCM/D 

churches and church 

members; 85 cents 

per word ($20.00 

minimum) for non-

profit organizations; 

and 95 cents per word 

($25.00 minimum) 

for commercial 

organizations. Word 

count does not 

include words with 

two letters or less. 

Contact us for display 

ad pricing. 

Acceptance of 

advertising does 

not constitute an 

endorsement of any 

advertiser’s products 

or services.

To Place an Ad

PART TIME ACCOMPANIST 
— Olney Baptist Church is 
seeking applicants for a part-
time Accompanist. Respon-
sibilities include rehearsing 
with the choir on Wednesday 
evenings and special rehearsals 
for holidays or special events; 
and accompanying the choir 
during Sunday morning wor-
ship service.  Interested appli-
cants may contact Pastor Gayle 
Clifton (301) 774-5433 or Sandy 
Cordes/OBC Personnel Cmtte 
(301) 774-5565 evenings.

PART TIME MUSIC 
DIRECTOR — Olney Baptist 
Church is seeking applicants 
for a part-time Music Director. 
This position is responsible for 
planning and leading music 
for Sunday worship services 
and other scheduled events; 
directing the adult choir and 
serving as a member of the 
music committee.  Interested 
applicants may contact Pastor 
Gayle Clifton (301) 774-5433 or 

Sandy Cordes/OBC Personnel 
Cmtte (301) 774-5565 evenings.

PART TIME MUSIC 
DIRECTOR — Parkville Baptist 
Church is in need of a part time 
music director as of January 
30, 2006. Competitive Salary. 
If interested, please fax your 
resume to (410) 444-8050 or mail 
it to Parkville Baptist Church, 
3309 Taylor Ave, Baltimore, MD 
21234.

FULL TIME PASTOR — The 
First Baptist Church of Kent 
Island (Stevensville, MD) is 
searching for a Spirit Led 
Shepherd to fill the office of 
Full Time Pastor.  We seek a 
leader possessing a strong per-
sonal faith who preaches from 
The Word to mutually sup-
port and enhance the spiritual 
health of our church body. A 
recent church survey revealed 
the preference for a Pastor who 
has five or more years of Pas-
toral experience after attend-
ing Seminary. Our next leader 
will possess a strong belief 

in prayer and missions, good 
communication skills and be 
willing to reside locally to as-
sist in attending the spiritual 
needs of our community.  We 
invite all interested applicants 
to submit a resume with refer-
ences to:  First Baptist Church 
of Kent Island, 300 State Street
Stevensville, MD 21666. At-
tention:  Ron Baker, Chairman 
Pastor Search Committee. 

DIRECTOR OF ASSOCIA-
TIONAL MISSIONS — The 
Wyoming Southern Baptist 
Convention is accepting 
Résumé’s for Director of Asso-
ciational Missions for North-
west Wyoming.  Please send 
to Wyoming Southern Baptist 
Convention, DOAM Search 
Committee, 3925 Casper 
Mountain Road, Casper, WY  
82604 or email to Pam Hans, 
hans@wyomingsbc.org.

HEADMASTER/ADMINIS-
TRATOR — Full-time head-
master needed for a growing 
Christian school.  Send re-

sumes to Lighthouse Christian 
Academy, 7 Pleasant View 
Church Road, Port Deposit, 
MD  21904.  Or fax resumes to 
410-658-3004.  For more infor-
mation call (410) 378-3279.

FAITH-BASED DRUG AND 
ALCOHOL PROGRAM 
– Retired undercover narcotics 
officer and the author of several 
books is available to help your 
church set up a faith-based 
drug and alcohol program. The 
training for your church is free 
on Thursday evenings at Merritt 
Park Baptist Church at 1799 Mer-
ritt Blvd, Baltimore, MD 21222. 
Call us at (410) 282-7023 or (410) 
288-1399 if you would like for us 
to speak at your church. Ask for 
Dr. Wright when calling.

Employment

Miscellaneous

Franklin Graham 

Metro-Maryland 

Festival

Camden Yards 

Baltimore, MD

July 7-9, 2006

Don’t miss the 

opportunity for 

your church to 

become involved.  

Festival Information 

Seminars will be 

held in January in 

several locations 

around Baltimore. 

For a complete 

list of Festival 

Information 

Seminars and 

for more festival 

information, go to 

www.yourbcmd.org 

/FranklinGraham.



By Tim Durkin

BALTIMORE, Md. — The 
LifeLaunch Academy has be-
gun to make 
a significant 
and positive 
impact on the 
lives of the 97 
kids it serves. 
The program 
has also 
begun build-
ing a bridge 
between the 
Baptist com-
munity and 
a Baltimore 
neighborhood 
in need of 
compassion-
ate care and a 
new start.

A group 
of Baptists have begun a total 
effort to make make an impact 
for Christ in Baltimore.

LifeLaunch is an after-
school program based at Feder-
al Hill Preparatory school. Like 
the school, LifeLaunch serves 

students from both the up-and-
coming Federal Hill and the 
challenged Sharp-Leadenhall 
neighborhoods of Baltimore.

In September, school ad-
ministrators selected students 
for participation based on their 
need for extra academic atten-
tion. To help these kids get the 
most out of their education, a 
coalition of Baptists provides 

funding for a full hour of in-
struction led by regular school 
teachers, occuring from 3-4 p.m. 
At 4 o’clock, volunteers lead the 

children in a variety 
of recreational 
activities, including 
dance, music, art, 
and sports.

In October, 
students heard 
presentations and 
talks from Baltimore 
professionals–fire-
fighters, television 
personalities, mem-
bers of the armed 
forces-–to give them 
a sense of the career 
opportunities avail-
able to them. Every 
day students are 
guided through the 
use of the school’s 

computer lab, giving them es-
sential skills for the future.

The school-based compo-
nent of LifeLaunch is also a 
springboard into the neighbor-
hoods surrounding the school. 
The partners funding and 

running LifeLaunch (Baptist 
Family, the BCM/D, Streetlite 
Christian Fellowship, and Cov-
enant Church, Columbia) have 
made a commitment to work 
with the kids in the school and 
with their families at home.

Toward that goal, this 
group has started a compas-
sionate outreach to the resi-
dents of the Sharp-Leadenhall 
neighborhood, which has long 
been one of the most dangerous 
in Baltimore.

Baptist Family has already 
begun working with five 
families living in the Sharp-
Leadenhall courts, a Baltimore 
City housing project. Staff from 
the Good Samaritan Network 
are providing these families 
with counseling and support, 
equipping them to confront and 
overcome the challenges that 
keep them in poverty.

Roughly 800 souls live in 
Sharp-Leadenhall. The work has 
begun to reach them all, and 
to cause a lasting and joyous 
change in a part of Baltimore 
that desperately needs it.

Bob Gerstmyer

BFCS Executive Director

For more information 
about BFCS, or to ask 
questions or comment 

on articles on this page, 
please call BFCS 
Public Relations 

Associate, Tim Durkin 
(410) 872-1050 ext. 143 

Baptist Family and 

Children’s Services  
7175 Columbia 

Gateway Dr., Suite F 
Columbia, MD 21046

Phone: 
(410) 872-1050    
(800) 621-8834 

Fax: 
(410) 872-1047 

E-mail: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org
Online: 

www.baptistfamily.org

Would you like to be on 
our email list? 

Send a message to: 
baptistfamily@

baptistfamily.org

By Tim Durkin

COLUMBIA, Md. — This 
Christmas, generous donors 
will provide hundreds of 
children with gifts, making 
the most joyous of holidays 
brighter. In 2004, 24 churches 
served 947 children. The total 
value of gifts and material 
assistance given to families 
last Christmas was more than 
$40,000.

To accomplish this, Baptist 
Family has helped facilitate 
partnerships between churches 
across the state. The part-
nerships typically pair two 
churches with a heart for their 
communities and for service. 
Together, they work to identify 
families in need and to solicit 
donations of toys and other 
gifts.

 The generosity that pow-
ers this project has great effects 
on every person involved, all 
along the giving chain.

For example, last year 
Greenridge Church in Mont-
gomery County, Md., worked 
with Ebenezer Church in Cum-
berland, Md.

The first link on this 
particular chain of giving was 
forged in 2004, when Baptist 
Family staff attended a meet-
ing of the Western Assoica-
tion in Cumberland. At the 
meeting, leaders of Ebenezer 
Church indicated that they 
had already begun identifying 
families in need, both in their 
congregation and beyond.

Greenridge Church is 
home to an incredibly gen-
erous congregation. When 
Baptist Family began to look 
for partners to work with 
Ebenezer Church to provide 
Christmas gifts, Greenridge 
Church became the next link 
on the giving chain.

Working in concert with 
Ebenezer, Greenridge collect-
ed gifts from generous indi-
viduals in its congregation. 
Suddenly, the giving chain got 
much, much longer, as every 
man, woman, and child who 
donated a gift joined their 
generosity and love, passing it 
on to their brothers and sisters 
in need.

The gifts were collected 
and delivered to Ebenezer 

Church, and they developed 
a very touching and effective 
way of getting the gifts into 
the hands of their intended 
recipients: they assigned the 
job to the “Kids on Calvary” 
group.

Ebenezer Church had 
identified nearly 80 kids in 
families living in a local public 
housing project, in need of 
help. They asked their youth 
group to reach out to the kids 
in those struggling families. 
So this particular giving chain 
ends with kids showing real 
Christian love and charity to 
other kids at Christmastime, in 
true peer-to-peer fashion.

Through this special out-
reach, strong bonds of respect 
and fellowship were born. 
Youth culture is all too focused 
on material wealth, with kids 
trying to outdo each other 
with the most expensive shoes 
or the newest video games. 
Ebenezer’s “Kids on Calvary” 
have been the perfect counter-
example to that materialism.

And there is a feeling 
shared by every member, 
every link on this chain of giv-

ing. The exercise of generosity 
and charity, in concert with 
your community, with the goal 
of showing Christian love to 
those in need gives back to the 
giver an unshakable sense of 
doing God’s will. It’s the sat-
isfaction of knowing that you 
are doing what you’ve been 
put on earth to do.

Efforts to reach more fami-
lies this year are well under-
way, and new giving chains 
are being forged right now.

In addition to helping set 
up these church partnerships, 
Baptist Family brings holiday 
cheer to families scattered 
across Maryland, Delaware, 
and the other areas covered 
by the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware. If you are 
interested in becoming a vital 
link on a long chain of giving, 
we can use your help.

We always need people 
to donate gifts. We also need 
people to deliver those gifts to 
the proper families. If you feel 
called to either of those impor-
tant tasks, please call Colleen 
Dougherty at (800) 621-8834, 
extension 118.

Forging living links on the giving chain

LifeLaunch Academy makes an early impact

By Bob Gerstmyer

Often I hear people 
talking about how 
they feel powerless to 

make a positive difference in 
our world. From time to time 
though there are exceptions 
that demonstrate how one 
person can effect change in a 
certain situation or even in a 
larger context. What can one 
person do?

On Sept. 6, 2005, Baptist 
Family and Children’s Ser-
vices gave its report to the 
General Mission Board of the 
Baptist Convention of Mary-
land/Delaware. The report 
consisted of a question and 
answer period with one of our 
treatment foster parents in our 
CHOSEN program. 

A few weeks earlier we 
placed an infant in her home 
who was suffering from drug 
addiction symptoms from birth. 
The baby was present at the 
meeting with his foster mom, 
the foster mom’s mother and 
another foster child. After the 
interview, Mark Adams, presi-
dent of the General Mission 
Board, invited all those present 
to come to the front of the room 
and lay hands on the family 
as David Lee led the group in 
prayer. It was a powerful mo-
ment and people were visibly 
moved by the experience. 

One of those present was 
Bettye Agnor. Bettye and her 
husband Walter have minis-
tered in Maryland and Dela-
ware churches and associations 
for many years. They are now 

“retired” in Salisbury, Md. Bet-
tye was so impressed with our 
report and our “great” work 
with families and children 
in crisis that she invited us to 
come to the Eastern Associa-
tion to an event that she would 
organize. 

Our assignment was to 
talk about how BFCS could 
help churches and individuals 
and how they could help us. 
On a rainy Saturday in Octo-
ber, three of our staff drove 
to First Church, Delmar, and 
encountered 62 folks from nine 
churches in the association. 

Our staff did a wonder-
ful job of presenting the work 
and the response from the 
participants was encouraging. 
One church will be providing 
Christmas gifts for some of 

our children this year. Another 
church has made a referral of 
a family in crisis and we have 
responded with assistance. 
Several churches and indi-
viduals have committed to give 
financially to our work. We are 
also beginning a dialogue with 
the association about how we 
can expand the work in Eastern 
Association. 

Can one person make a dif-
ference? This article introduces 
you to two such people. They 
were willing to sacrifice their 
time and energy on personal 
pursuits on behalf of others in 
need. Only eternity will reveal 
how much of a difference they 
made, however we are rejoicing 
now for their commitment and 
sacrifice. Thanks be to God for 
the power of one!

Thanks be to God for the power of one
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