
By Shelley Mager

HUNTINGTON, Md. —
Emmanuel Church members went on 
an ordinary missionary trip last sum-
mer to help a young woman named 
Rosie run a soup kitchen in Chihua-
hua, Mexico. But then the extraordi-
nary happened. The youth on that trip 
were so touched by what they saw, 
they wanted to do more. They came 
home with the intention of raising 
$15,500 to buy Rosie’s Kitchen. Instead, 
they raised $37,000 to not only buy the 
kitchen, but to also buy new appli-
ances and supplies and then to begin a 
sponsorship program. They returned 
to Chihuahua in November to give the 
money to Rosie. 

“Living in America, you can’t re-
ally imagine what this town is like,” 
says Christian Simpson, the student 
leader of the youth on the trip. Chris-
tian’s father, Vic Simpson, pastor of 
the church, wife Janice, and their two 
kids, Christian and Torrie, were all 
part of the 23 person team on the trip. 

The area of the city that they vis-
ited is filled with crime, starvation and 
poverty. Many families live by them-
selves in shacks made of cardboard.

Families are usually only guar-
anteed about one meal every three to 
four days. There is no running water, 
refrigeration or many other modern 
conveniences. And to make it worse, 
when the sun sinks down below the 
horizon, the city becomes a virtual 
breeding ground for crime and gang 
wars. 

Team members worked at Rosie’s 
Kitchen, run by Rosie, a cancer sur-
vivor who felt that after God brought 
her through the cancer, He told her to 
open this kitchen. 

She serves about 100 people daily 
- 96 kids and members of their fami-
lies. The building can only hold about 

25 people at a time, so Rosie serves the 
meals in shifts. 

 “The only time Rosie gets help is 
when mission teams go down,” says 
Janice Simpson. “It’s like their lifeline 
because no one else is helping.”

One of the problems was that 
Rosie could lose the kitchen at any 
time. She was not the owner and it 
was a month-to-month struggle to 
keep the place open. 

On the last night of the trip, sev-
eral of the youth, including Christian 
Simpson, Patrick McClellan, Andrew 
Michaelson and Grant Moulton, stayed 
up all night talking to their youth 
leader Brian Beshears brainstorming 
ways they could help Rosie. That’s 
when they decided to help her buy the 
kitchen.

They formed a youth led commit-
tee dubbed “Voice of Chihuahua” to 
help raise support. The initial goal was 
to raise $15,500 to buy the building.

The first Sunday after the trip 
several of the members gave their 
testimonies in front of the church 
and showed slides to emphasize the 

financial needs in the slums of the city. 
When they finally made the appeal for 
help, the congregation exceeded every 
expectation. 

“We raised about $19,000 the first 
Sunday,” says Christian. 

In August, the youth hosted a ban-
quet. They decorated the kitchen with 
Mexican decorations and sold din-
ners featuring tacos and quesadillas. 
Afterwards, they had a silent auction. 
They finished up with a time of praise 
and worship and the youth once again 
shared their testimonies and cast their 
vision to help Rosie. 

By the time the church was ready 
to return to pass along the dona-
tions, they had raised $37,000 in three 
months. The money bought the kitch-
en for Rosie, as well as a new stove, 
refrigerator, television and $20,000 for 
food. Rosie has big plans. She wants to 
expand the building to make a bigger 
kitchen, more eating space and even 
add classrooms so that poor residents 
in the town can learn a trade to get a 
job and get off the streets. 

The Voice of Chihuahua responds

By Shannon Baker
National Coorespondent

LAKE FOREST, Calif. — In the 
background were larger-than-life 
photos of countless faces of people in 
varying stages of suffering - white, 
African and Asian people - in groups, 
or suffering alone on a bed, or up close 
with their tender eyes crying out for 
help.

On the platform, one after another, 
came politicians, scientists, public 
health officials and a pastor and his 
wife.

Rick and Kay Warren of Saddle-
back Church have spent the past three 
years preparing for this day, when 
nearly 1,700 people from 37 states and 
17 countries joined forces to repent, to 
pray, to teach and to show God their 
commitment to fight the global HIV/
AIDS crisis.

In what Kay Warren, wife of 
Senior Pastor Rick Warren, called “a 
wake-up call and a kick in the butt” 
for the Church, the Disturbing Voices 
HIV/AIDS Conference at Saddleback 

Church sought to help the Church 
break the stigma of AIDS and set the 
pace for the HIV testing and treatment.

With 54 speakers in plenary ses-
sions and workshops on Nov. 29 and 
30, the conference is the first local 
church-based gathering designed to 

mobilize congregations all over the 
world to address HIV/AIDS prevention 
and treatment. The conference was co-
sponsored by Saddleback and Willow 
Creek Community Church located in 
the Chicago suburbs.

Saddleback hosts church-based 
HIV/AIDS 
conference

continued on page four

continued on page nine

During a press conference at “Disturbing Voices,” the first church-based HIV/

AIDS conference, Pastor Warren publicly tested to see if he had the HIV virus. 

Though Warren admitted he had not been involved in any at-risk behavior – sex 

outside his marriage, drug use, or blood transfusions – the 20-minute wait for 

results was somewhat awkward. The results were negative. “That deserves a 

kiss,” celebrated his wife.
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Aquilla Smith retires - sees 

bright future for WMU
Aquilla Smith 
retired on 
medical dis-
ability at the 
end of 2005 
after serving 
BCM/D for 

a decade as a consultant for the 
Women’s Missionary Union, Mis-
sions Education, Special Education 
and Executive Director/Treasurer for 
Camp Wo-Me-To.  Page 5

Lee declares 2006 “Year 

of Action” at GMB
Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware 
Executive Director David 
Lee proclaimed 2006 
the “Year of Action” at 
BCM/D’s Dec. 13 General 
Mission Board meeting 

at the Baptist Center.  Page 6

Maina Mwaura joins BCM/D 

as consultant for children and 

student evangelism 
Maina Mwaura, 
BCM/D’s new 
children and stu-
dent evangelism 
consultant knows 

the dire predictions from well-
known Christians – that we may lose 
a whole generation. But Mwaura 
doesn’t accept it.  Page 7

On the Web...
•  PastorLife- a web resource to 

minister to those who minister

•  Survey shows pastors claim 

congregants are deeply 

committed to God but 

congregants deny it

•  A Peace of My Mind: Encourage-

ment for Ministers Wives

•  Home…Safe: “Connecting With 

Our Children”

•  Ministers Wives Retreat, March 

24-25, 2006—BLOOM

In this Issue...
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By Bob Simpson

Because 
we don’t  
publish -

BaptistLIFE in 
January, this is my 
first ‘visit’ with you 
in the new year of 
2006. Happy New 
Year! It is another 
year that God has 
given us to serve 
Him, love each 

other, and grow more like Him every 
day. I am personally very excited 
about this new year before us. It’s 
good to be alive and still kicking. (To 
quote my paternal grandfather, “it 
beats the alternative!”)

I’m not big on New Year’s reso-
lutions. Some people are really into 
them this time of year. My experi-
ence, like yours I’m sure, has been 
that most start strong with their re-
solves and then gradually fail to meet 
their early expectations. 

This year I did resolve to do 
something. David Lee, my good 
friend, and our BCM/D execu-
tive director, declared this year the 
“year of action” at our most recent 
General Mission Board meeting. He 
encouraged us to do something this 
year that moves us out of thinking, 
strategizing, wishing, and onto cor-
responding actions that help us avoid 
the paralysis of analysis. He urged is 
to actually do something that makes 
a difference in peoples’ lives. One of 

those action items was to read the 
entire Bible through this year.

I accepted his challenge and have 
begun the process of reading the 
entire Bible through in 2006. It’s been 
more than twenty years since I have 
intentionally and systematically read 
the Bible through in a calendar year. 
It’s time to do it again. Pray for me 
not to let this go the way of most New 
Year’s resolutions.

Of course, there are many meth-
ods to accomplish it. This year I 
have chosen to use a recently pub-
lished method. I am using the new 
“Everyday With Jesus Bible (A One-
Year Reading Bible),” published by 
LifeWay’s Holman Bible Publishers. I 
really like the format. It’s easy to read 
and provides a well-balanced ap-

proach to daily Bible study. It assigns 
what to read each of the 365 days 
during the year. Each day it provides 
a portion of Scripture from the Old 
Testament, the book of Psalms, the 
book of Proverbs, and the New Testa-
ment. In addition, it has a life-related 
devotion by Selwyn Hughes, the 
renowned devotional writer. It also 
provides a focused prayer and offers 
tips for further study.

Whichever method you choose, 
let me encourage you to read the 
Bible through from cover to cover this 
year. This is an action that I pray will 
change my life first as I seek to be 
actively involved in changing the lives 
of others. Avoid inertia! Do something 
this year that makes a difference in 
both you and in someone else! 

By David Lee
 

One of the 
great oppor-
tunities and 

privileges I enjoy in 
my service to Mary-
land/Delaware Bap-
tists is traveling to 
every region of our 
convention preach-
ing, worshipping, 
and consulting with 

church leaders. I am learning, howev-
er, that it is to my advantage to secure 
driving directions to places before I 

start out (even if I have been to the 
places before). When you go as often 
as I do, you tend to have selective 
memory and miss important turns 
here or there. So, to make a long story 
short, I often go to a church website 
to get driving directions to a given 
church.

By the way, I am not the only one 
doing that. Did you know that most 
people visit your church online before 
they actually show up on your cam-
pus? A word to the wise, make sure 
that the first impression you give is 
the one that you intend to give! Make 
the online journey to get to know you 

easy to maneuver and provide a touch 
of “wow” in the process. Spend a little 
money to introduce yourself to the 
web-searchers. I especially encourage 
streaming audio and/or video. You 
literally can preach to people all over 
the world via your website. It is docu-
mented that a major portion of web 
surfing is religious inquiry.

And while you are evaluating 
your website, be sure that the direc-
tions to your church are prominent, 
accurate, and clear. I cannot tell you 
the number of times I have gone to a 
church website looking for directions 
only to end my search in frustration 

after several minutes. Make sure 
people know how to get to your place 
of worship.

Here’s another suggestion. Make 
sure you also put on your website 
directions on how to get to heaven. In 
the quietness of a web visit, many can 
find for the first time the way to a per-
sonal relationship with Jesus Christ. I 
encourage Maryland/Delaware Bap-
tists to seize this great tool of evange-
lism. Again, make it simple and give 
them an easy way to make contact 
with you to ask questions and to share 
the joy of their newfound faith. 

Happy surfing!

By James Nichols

If you are like me, 
you have already 
discarded about 

half of your New 
Year’s resolutions 
for 2006. I made 
them with good 
intentions but…

Around New 
Year’s I was online 
and searched for 
“New Year’s Resolu-
tions.” The search 

returned 21,700,000 sites! One article 
I discovered was titled: “Top 10 New 
Year’s Resolutions:”

10) Get organized
9) Help others
8) Learn something new
7) Get out of debt
6) Quit Drinking
5) Enjoy life more
4) Quit smoking
3) Tame the bulge
2) Get fit
1) Spend more time with those 
    we love.
As I perused that list, I realized 

that several of these are resolutions 
I make every year. This realization 
caused me to think about a different 

kind of New Year’s resolution. What 
if God’s people all decided to make 
our resolutions revolve around God? 
Maybe yours would resemble my list 
of spiritual resolutions. 

10) Help someone in need. There 
is always someone worse off than us.

9) Be an encourager. We live in a 
discouraging world. People need to be 
lifted up whenever possible.

8) Immerse myself deeper in 
Christian culture. It is easy to drift 
into a worldly mindset.

7) Read and study my Bible more. 
As a preacher it is easy to begin to look 
at God’s Word as a sermon or Bible 
study book. I must constantly remem-
ber that the Bible is God’s Instruction 
Manual for my life.

6) Love others. It is one thing to 
tolerate others, but God did not just 
tolerate us. He loved us and “gave His 
only begotten Son”.

5) Employ my spiritual gifts to 
serve God. Every Christian has spiri-
tual gifts; discover them in ’06 and put 
them to use!

4) Witness more. Jesus said, “You 
shall be my witnesses.” Determine 
that this year you will talk about Jesus 
to more people.

3) Pray more. The average Chris-
tian spends just minutes every day in 

prayer. Commit to expand your prayer 
life in ’06.

2) Give more to God. Stewardship 
of time, talents and money draw us 
closer to the Lord.

1) Spend more time loving God. 
Find ways, both privately and corpo-
rately, to express your love to God.

Elizabeth Miller, a University of 
Washington Psychology student, did 
her doctorial work on why people 
make, keep and break New Year’s 
resolutions. She discovered that “the 
key to making a successful resolution 
is a person’s confidence that he or she 
can change.” Maybe you don’t believe 
you can keep all of your “Christian 
Resolutions” this year, because you’re 
not confident in your own ability. The 
good news is that growing closer to 
God is not according to our ability. 
John 15:5 declares, “I am the vine, you 
are the branches, He who abides in Me and 
I in him, will bear much fruit.” 

Based on God’s Word, my confi-
dence will never come from me, but 
from God. He will cause me to bear 
much fruit if I abide in Him. Focus on 
Christ in ’06 and He will direct your 
paths!

Well I’ve got to go, I still have 
21,699,999 more web sites to surf for 
New Year’s Resolutions!                 
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Arundel Association

Grace Church of Sunset Beach 
will have a singles gathering on Feb. 
11. Those never married, divorced, 
widowed or separated will gather for a 
time of fun and games and an oppor-
tunity to get to know one another. The 
church will treat to a fast food meal at 
a local restaurant afterwards. 

Faith Church, Glen Burnie, will 
host the Arundel Association’s 2006 
VBS clinic at 6 p.m. on March 27. 

Severna Park Church called 
Richard Phipps as senior pastor. The 
church’s former pastor, Lawrence 
Baylot, retired last year after 25 years 
of service. 

Phipps is a retired Naval Master 
Chief Petty Officer and Arabic lin-
guist and a bi-vocational minister. He 
graduated from Luther Rice Seminary 
where he earned a Master of Arts 
Degree in Ministry.

He and his wife, Diane, and their 
children Jason, Jonathon and Lorrin 
are no strangers to Maryland. Phipps 
served as a bi-vocational minister in 
this area for many years, while in the 
military. Phipps has served as associ-
ate pastor and in various other min-
istry capacities in Maryland churches 
including Gethsemane Church, 
Weems Creek Church, South Shore 
Church and Faith Church. He has a 
broad range of ministry experience, 
including pastoral, worship leader, 
administration, outreach and youth/
children. 

Diane is experienced in Women’s 
Ministries. 

Weems Creek Church, An-
napolis, is planning a mission trip to 
London this summer. 

Baltimore Association

Patterson Park Church, Balti-
more, called Josh Field a part-time 
minister of music. The church had a 
Christmas music festival in December.

Catonsville Church now has a pa-
per recycling bin in the church park-
ing lot. All the proceeds will be used 
to help get a new heating system for 
the sanctuary.  The church is spread-
ing the word throughout the commu-
nity for folks to bring old news papers, 
magazines, catalogs and mail. They’re 
also looking for businesses willing to 
donate items or to have a bin on their 
property and donate the proceeds to 
the church. 

The 
church will 
have a blood 
drive on Feb. 
11. This is the 
third drive 
for the church 
and now they 
have a “five-
gallon club.”

Catons-
ville Church 
will host 
Baltimore 
County’s free 
dyslexia tutor-
ing program 
on Thursday 
evenings 
beginning on Feb. 23

On Thursday afternoons, the 
church offers a “Souper Senior” Bible 
study. The church provides the soup 
and participants bring along sand-
wiches. 

The church’s Berean Bible Institute 
offers classes on Mondays and Thurs-
days. 

Catonsville ladies will have a 
retreat at Green Wood Hills on Feb. 17 
and 18. 

Middle River Church, Balti-
more, has partnered with Bethlehem 

Church, Baltimore, as part of the 
Embrace Baltimore project. The church 
had a birthday party for Jesus at the 
Bethlehem church facility in Decem-
ber. 

Middle River also adopted Big 
Ridge Church in Biloxi, Miss. They’re 
helping the Mississippi church finan-
cially and through prayer and they 
hope to take a mission team down this 
year.  

The church is making plans to 
intentionally reach out to 807 new 
neighbors who will be moving into the 
Miramar Landing housing develop-
ment in Middle River over the next 
three years. 

Middle River members recently 
completed the Refocusing Process, 
determining its values, purpose and 
vision and four strategic initiatives 
which will be implemented within 
the next three years. A total of over 
40 leaders worked together on the 
process. 

FAITH outreach teams continue 
to reach out to the community every 
Sunday afternoon and Tuesday eve-
ning going to visit prospects, sharing 
the gospel and making ministry visits. 

The Closet, a free clothing distri-
bution ministry is open on the second 
and fourth Saturdays from 10 am 
until 1 pm and is meeting the needs of 
many in the community. 

UPWARD Basketball is underway 
at the church. Over 150 children and 
youth were involved last year and 
many of them come from unchurched 
families.

Temple Church, Baltimore, spon-
sors a program called, “God Loves You 
Playtime” on Sunday mornings for 
children age 4 and under. Parents are 
welcome to stay with their children or 
participate in other provided activities. 

The Sunday worship begins at 
11 a.m. Temple has a multicultural 
congregation. English as a second lan-
guage classes are offered at the church 
on Thursdays. 

Blue Ridge Association

Faith Church, Knoxville, had 
a youth rally on Jan. 7 with special 
guests, music, food and games and 
prizes. Speakers included former 
Redskin player, Reggie Evans; David 
Fosset, pastor of Jackson United Meth-
odist Church, Frederick; and David 
Simmons, pastor of Calvary Church, 

Lake City, S.C. 
Josh Sim-

mons, a junior 
at Appalachian 
State Univer-
sity, N.C., led 
praise and wor-
ship and also 
worked with 
a drama team 
from Faith 
Church along 
with Matt 
Gregory, Faith’s 
director of 
student minis-
tries and youth 
leader Darin 
Sweeney. 

Summit 
Trace Church, Frederick, started four 
years ago in-part with the help of East-
haven Church of Brookhaven, Miss., 
and the churches have maintained a 
relationship through the years.

When Hurricane Katrina made 
its third landfall, Summit members 
contacted Easthaven. The Mississippi 
church wasn’t hurt too badly. In fact, 
they set themselves up as a refugee 
center for those fleeing the harder hit 
areas. Members of Summit decided to 
form a mission team to help, provid-
ing relief for those running the center. 

But after all the planning and fund-
raising, just a week before the team 
was to go down, the refugee center 
closed. 

After making some calls, the 
church found another opportunity 
- to help at First Church of Poncha-
toula, La. They had an opening for 
the Summit team to come the week 
of Oct. 16. Instead of working with 
old acquaintances in a familiar place, 
the team was faced with working in 
a place 84 miles closer to New Or-
leans. Though faced with more issues 
and dangers, the team felt this was 
the door God had opened and they 
needed to step through. 

Team members worked cleaning 
a pre-school and gutting a house that 
had severe mold problems. They also 
sorted and moved boxes of donations 
in a warehouse. 

Then they actually moved to 
New Orleans where they provided 
assistance, prayer, baby food, diapers, 
toiletries and other necessary items to 
victims who came to a drive-up line. 

While in New Orleans, the team 
made a side trip to gather up personal 
items for a family Summit Trace has 
been helping who had to evacu-
ate New Orleans and had settled in 
Frederick. 

Virginia Avenue Church, 
Hagerstown, has family night every 
Wednesday. They begin with fellow-
ship and prayer then the students 
and children leave to go to the events 
planned for them. 

The teens go to the youth house, 
an entire house completely dedicated 
to youth. It’s decked out with games, 
televisions and a sound system. 
There’s also a café and a wall dedi-
cated to youth’s photos. 

Children have a kid’s club, an op-
portunity to make crafts, play games, 
enjoy snacks, and learn about God 
through short messages. 

 
Delaware Association

Bethany Church, Wilmington, 
collected 188 teddy bears for children 
suffering from AIDS. The church’s 
WMU hosted a Christmas banquet. 
PROXIMITY, BCM/D’s praise band 
provided the music. The admission 
“price” was a stuffed bear. They col-
lected 135 bears that night. The next 
day, a young Marine came to the 
church and brought 15 more.  

“It was wonderful.” Marge Day, 
who coordinates the church’s AIDS 
ministry. Day said they started the 
program five years ago in an effort to 
minister to AIDS victims and to begin 
to make the church and community 
more aware of the AIDS problem. 

The ladies are now gearing up 
for their spring program “Easter Joy,” 
filling baskets for AIDS patients. 

Eastern Association

Fenwick Island Church has 
a second Friday night dinner each 
month featuring a different menu 
each time – Italian, Mexican, seafood, 
soup and salad, pizza, etc.

After dinner church members 
and friends enjoy fellowship time and 
games. 

The children’s program is grow-
ing. Every Wednesday, church mem-
bers serve meals to about 30 children. 
Afterwards the kids go into age 
appropriate groups for a Bible story 
then come together again for crafts 
and music. 

In November, the church had a 
Thanksgiving celebration with the 
students. The children came dressed 
as Indians and all the teachers came 
dressed as pilgrims. The pastor, 
Al Brininger, came as an itiner-

ant preacher. They served an old 
fashioned dinner of turkey, mashed 
potatoes, gravy and corn on the cob. 
The children played games - pump-
kin rolls and corn pitching. Over 30 
children and 20 adults attended.

First Church, Easton, called Jay 
Richardson as associate pastor of 
youth and families. 

First Church, Hurlock, started 
a new youth program on Thursday 
nights. “Fuel” is interactive wor-
ship for youth sixth grade and older 
with music, videos and small group 
discussions. 

Mid-Maryland Association

Forest Christian Fellowship, Up-
perco, will have a marriage enrich-
ment workshop at Friendly Farm 
Restaurant’s banquet hall. While par-
ents enjoy their meal, kids can play at 
a church sponsored Valentine’s party. 

On Feb. 26, the church will have 
a vow renewal celebration for all who 
attended the workshop. 

The church will have a Worship 
Weekend on Feb 3 and 4 for those 
who are involved, or are interested 
in being involved with the worship 
team. 

Montgomery Association

Third through sixth graders 
in the AWANA program at Olney 
Church  collected toys for Christmas 
for children who live in the Gulf 
Coast. Everyone in the AWANA 
program, even the younger children, 
lovingly gift wrapped the toys. They 
were shipped to a church in Gulfport, 
Miss., for distribution.

Kensington Church has a unique 
way to recycle their Christmas tree. 
In January, it was decorated with 
gloves, mittens, hats and scarves tree. 
In February it became a sock tree. The 
items are distributed to local shelters. 

Rob Eby resigned from his pas-
toral position at Greenridge Church, 
Clarksburg. Eby has been serving as 
executive pastor and has been on staff 
for five years.  

Potomac Association

First Church, St. Charles, had 
a special “Christ in the Passover” 
service last month presented by Lynn 
McCoy of Jews for Jesus. The Pass-
over meal is used as the message, 
combined with scripture weaving the 
story of Exodus together with the life, 
death and resurrection of Christ. 

The church had its annual 
Christmas dinner in December for 
the community. “One Quiet Night,” a 
dramatic musical, portrayed a har-
ried mom, played by Kay Caudle, 
who rushes through the season until 
an unexpected accident forces her to 
stop. Left alone while the family goes 
to church she discovers that the im-
portant thing about Christmas is not 
what gets her attention, but who. The 
performance was preceded by a din-
ner planned and prepared by church 
member and professional chief, Ted 
Stolk. After the performance, the 
church youth presented a Nativity 
Scene.  

Thirty-four youth and adults 
from Potomac Heights Church, Indian 
Head, traveled to Liberty University 
to participate in “Winterfest 2005” on 
Dec. 30 to Jan. 1. The music festival is 
just three years old but already 750 
different groups, representing over 30 
states and Canada attend. 

February 2006 Page 3

Members of Summit Trace went to Mississippi 

to help in the clean-up effort after Hurricane 

Katrina. They cleaned a pre-school and gutted 

a house that had severe mold problems. They 

also sorted boxes of donations in a warehouse. 

continued on page four
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Trek North…to LifeWay’s VBS 2006, Arctic Edge, where daily excursions 
from Big Bear Lodge will have kids hiking across the tundra, exploring 
the seascape by kayak, and skimming the backcountry in a float plane. As 
kids test their limits in the challenges of the vast Arctic wilderness they’ll 
learn that God is always with them, and they’ll find the courage required 
to follow Jesus in the everyday challenges of their lives.

Vacation Bible School is:
Easy

• allows leaders to serve based on their gifts and interests
• offers scheduling options to meet your church’s needs
• equips you with easy–to–use resources

Effective

• provides sound, relevant Bible teaching
• offers classes and activities for every age
• encourages real–life application

Fun

• creates a themed learning environment
• provides energetic site rotations
• reinforces the biblical content with hands–on activities

...presented through Bible study, music, mission, crafts, snacks and recreation!

By David Jackson

At least three 
times a year, 
potential 

church planters 
gather with direc-
tors of missions, 
state convention 
representatives 
and current church 
planters and 
spouses for an “as-
sessment center.” 

This forty-plus-hour learning experi-
ence enables those who feel called 
to church planting to confirm their 
calling and discover the strengths 
they will bring to their effort. This 
necessary step for church planters 
within our convention is orchestrated 
through the efforts of David Burt, 
BCM/D assessment coordinator. 

There are as many as 30 different 
trained assessors who interview and 

evaluate a candidate’s potential. Up to 
12 different potential church planting 
couples participate at a time. 

Below are a sampling of their 
comments about the methodology 
and significance of assessing future 
church planters.

From the coordinator:
The assessment process is built on 

the church planting philosophy that 
it takes the right person, in the right 
place, with the right plan, at the right 
time in order to succeed. The focus of 
the assessment center is on finding 
the ‘right person.’ It is not a foolproof 
plan, but we have learned that there 
are certain qualities and traits to 
look for in church planters. These are 
evaluated in a “behavioral” interview 
at the assessment. 

We train assessors to help us in-
terview candidates at least two times 
a year. After they are trained we get 
them experience serving on a team 

of three as soon as possible. Usually, 
these teams consist of one female and 
two males. We also try to get a rookie 
assessor on each team. Each of these 
unique perspectives is very important 
in assessing potential church planters 
objectively. 

During the “exit” interview at the 
end of the experience, candidates of-
ten say the time has confirmed their 
calling, helped encourage them to 
plant, or to gain additional experience 
they might need first. Some are occa-
sionally redirected to another area of 
ministry that better suits their gifting 
and “shape.” (David Burt, director of 
missions for Blue Ridge Association and 
BCM/D Assessment Coordinator)

From an assessor: 
I learned at one of the assessor 

training events that it takes asking 
the right people the right questions to 
get the right answers. Had I not taken 
the training the BCM/D offered, I 
would have asked the right people 
the wrong questions and gotten 
answers that wouldn’t have been use-
ful in effectively placing planters on 
the field. In addition, we learned this 
important principle: past behavior is 
the best indicator of an individual’s 
future behavior. 

As part of the evaluation process, 
we also received a summary of every 
candidate’s personality and marriage 
inventories. It was amazing how 
these results confirmed the observa-
tions we assessors made. These objec-
tive tools helped to validate what 
the assessor’s behavioral interviews 
discovered.  

At the assessment center, I was 
able to meet some incredible people 
with a definite call of God on their 
life. I saw their tears, heard their 
struggles and the praise of their God 
who walks with them. I understood, 
rejoiced and wanted to join them in 
the vision God had given them. Called 
people are amazing people!  (Pas-

tor David Phillips, Mission Fellowship, 
Middletown, Del.)

From a candidate:
My wife and I felt very anxious 

as we headed to the BCM/D church 
planter assessment center. No one 
told us what to expect or attempted to 
prepare us. I have been told since that 
this is part of the plan because church 
planting itself is stepping into the 
unknown. The result was we ended up 
having a wonderful time.

Don’t get me wrong: The process is 
intense, but also extremely enlighten-
ing. My wife and I gained valuable per-
sonal insights that will help strengthen 
our marriage and our ministry. Over-
all, the process was a confirmation of 
the call God has placed on us. As you 
go through the activities with the other 
candidates and the various interviews 
with the assessors, you begin to dis-
cover that you have partners in your 
vision to plant a new church. 

My wife and I want to be part 
of a church planting movement (a 
revolution). We want to follow God’s 
leading to plant a church and if God 
calls again, to plant our new church’s 
offspring. The assessment showed us 
that we aren’t in this alone. “No man 
is an island” and that is true in church 
planting. We have a sponsor, a coach, 
a mentor, a state convention and a God 
that wants new churches more than 
anyone. (David Irvin, Church Planter, 
Grace Point Church, Hedgesville, WV)

The church planting movement 
in the BCM/D is a team effort. We all 
work together to accomplish the Great 
Commission and to ‘move at the 
speed of God.’ Why not join the team?

We are always looking for pro-
spective assessors and potential 
church planters. Let us know if you 
are interested in getting involved in 
church planting within the BCM/D.  
Contact David Jackson at djackson@
bcmd.org or at (800) 466-5290, exten-
sion 225.

Assessing your involvement in church planting

Prince George’s Association

First Church, Beltsville, has a 
Tabitha Club. On the first Wed. of 
every month ladies of all ages gather 
for crafts and snacks. One woman 
introduces a craft for the evening in a 
relaxed, friendly atmosphere. The la-
dies enjoy working on the craft then 
relax with tea, coffee and cookies. 

The Tabitha club started as “Knit-
ting Ladies” in 2003 in an effort to 
offer a way for women to fellowship 
together while knitting. Some who 
came were veteran knitters while 
others came to learn. As time went 
on new crafts were added. Currently 
the group does knitting, crocheting, 
sculpies, stamping, cross stitch, gar-
dening and car maintenance.

Cresthill Church, Bowie, started 
the New Year off with a chili cook 
off. 

First Church, Laurel, will host 
the Mid-Atlantic Worship Expo on 
April 28-29. The two-day conference 
is designed for worship profession-
als and volunteers to network, see 
the latest in worship technology and 

fellowship. There are also technical 
seminars in vocal and instrumental 
music, video editing and sound engi-
neering and time for Bible study and 
worship. 

For more information see www.
worshipexpo.com. 

Susquehanna Association

Oak Grove Church, Bel Air, is 
working through a Beth Moore Bible 
study- “The Patriarchs,” based on 
Genesis 12 -50. 

Real Life Church, Abingdon, 
has grown from a church plant of 20 
to an average weekly attendance of 
40 to 60. Ninety people came to the 
church’s Christmas Eve service. 

The Church at Riverside, Bel-
camp, participated in a “Housing the 
Homeless” program Jan. 16-23. 

Western Association

Christ Memorial Church, West-
ernport, has a Faith Bible Institute. 
The church also continues to support 
three pastors in Moldova. 

continued from page three

Trek North...

2006 Regional 

VBS Training
February 25, 9 a.m.–2 p.m. 

Baptist Center 
10255 Old Columbia Road

Columbia, MD 21046
Call (410) 290-5290 ext. 233 

to register
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Western

Susquehanna

David Jackson

BCM/D Consultant 

for Church Planting 

and Multiplication

What other way to end 
such an amazing year but 
with a party? The team 
threw a bash for the local 
kids and their families. All 
96 kids plus some of their 
families came to celebrate. 

When the team re-
turned in November with 
the money for Rosie they 
also brought Christmas 
gifts. Thirteen-year-old 
Torrie Simpson led a group 
in stuffing 110 bags of 
presents, including warm 
clothes and toys for the 
children. They also brought down 
100 book bags full of school sup-
plies for the children. Children 
can’t attend school if they can’t 
afford to buy the supplies. 

So what is the Voice of Chi-
huahua up to now? 

They are setting up sponsor-
ship programs at $25 a month 
to feed, clothe and school the 
deprived kids they met at the 
kitchen. They expect to have spon-
sors for all of the children very 
soon. And they’ll return again to 
Chihuahua.

continued from page one

The Voice of Chihuahua 

responds

Susquehanna



By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. — Aquilla 
Smith retired on medical disability at 
the end of 2005 after serving BCM/D 
for a decade as a consultant for the 
Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union 
as executive 
director, mis-
sions education, 
special educa-
tion, coordinator 
of On Missions 
Celebration 
(World Missions 
Conference), 
Women’s Enrich-
ment Ministry, 
advisor to the 
Maryland/Dela-
ware support 
staff and direc-
tor/ treasurer for 
Camp Wo-Me-
To. Smith also 
served 18 years 
in the New Mex-
ico Convention 
and four and a 
half years in the 
South Carolina 
Convention. 

“Missions 
is in my blood 
and it has been 
from the time missionaries came and 
spoke at our church and stayed in 
our house when I was a child,” Smith 
said. 

“My parents set the example. 
They didn’t have a whole lot materi-
ally, but Mama and Daddy shared 
with people who needed things such 
as food and clothing. They also sup-
ported the special missions offerings 
like Annie Armstrong, Lottie Moon 
and State Missions, as well as the 
South Carolina Children’s Home, in 
addition to tithing.” 

Smith was born in a log cabin 
– really, and was raised on a farm in 
the rural community of Goucher in 
Cherokee County, S.C. The Goucher 
Church property was adjacent to 
their farm. She made a confession of 
faith when she was nine-years-old at 

an August revival service. Later she 
graduated from Limestone College in 
Gaffney, S.C., and did graduate work 
at the University of South Carolina 
Spartanburg in special education and 
counseling.

She spent two years in Guate-
mala, Central America, as one of the 
Foreign Mission Board’s (now IMB) 
first missionary journeymen group 
where she taught missionary chil-
dren. She also taught history and 
special education in South Carolina 
before becoming the director of Bap-

tist Women (now Women on Mission) 
for the South Carolina’s Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union. In 1978, she became 
executive director of WMU for the 
Baptist Convention of New Mexico. 
She was called to Maryland in 1996. 

Looking back on her ministry, 
Smith said she’s 
amazed at the oppor-
tunities she’s been 
blessed with. 

“It’s been an ex-
citing experience for 
me to have been in 
Southern Baptist life 
during this period 
of time and be able 
to see God working 
in and through me 
and the people I was 
working with. I’ve 
been able to meet 
wonderful people 
and to travel to plac-
es I never thought I’d 
go,” she said. 

“The most excit-
ing thing I’ve done is 
to watch leaders de-
velop – to see women 
who thought they 
couldn’t do things 
take leadership roles. 
You see the light 
come into their eyes 
when they realize ‘I 
can do this!’” Smith 

said when that happens, these women 
have a profound impact on their 
church, the convention and beyond. 

Smith has seen tremendous 
changes over the past 32 l/2 years 
with WMU.  

When asked about the future of 
WMU, Smith responded, “I see that it 
will be there, but it won’t be what it is 
today. WMU will continue to change 
slowly and steadily to meet the cir-
cumstances women, youth, children 
and preschoolers find themselves 
in.  They are committed to hands-on 

experiences, not always programs or 
meetings.” 

Smith really liked seeing WMU 
here in Maryland/Delaware a part of 
the team. Though WMU here is an 
independent auxiliary to the conven-
tion, she appreciates WMU being sup-
ported and allowed to participate as a 
team member for Kingdom growth.  

She also enjoyed working in all 
the churches, with church plants and 
with language churches. Smith said 
she enjoyed providing training, plan-
ning events, setting up mission trips 
and especially making new friends. 

Smith has always been an outspo-
ken supporter for Camp Wo-Me-To, 
owned and operated by WMU. Dur-
ing the last decade, close to $400,000 
was spent revamping the camp. This 
includes winterizing and air-con-
ditioning most of the building and 
providing full food service.

Smith sees the need for more 
emphasis on special education. Many 
churches have people with special 
needs and we need more ministries 
in these areas, she said. “We need 
someone who can give more time to 
this area than I could.”

Smith said she feels that in New 
Mexico and in Maryland she’s been a 
transition person seeing many chang-
es in the organization of WMU. 

“God has allowed me to be part of 
that change, to make changes – posi-
tive changes and to strengthen mis-
sions. Here in Maryland/Delaware, 
younger women are serving on the 
WMU Executive Board and in other 
places of leadership. There is also a 
man serving on the Board as a co-ed 
consultant. 

“Since beginning professional 
WMU in 1973, I have had the privi-
lege to work with five state executive 
directors and five division directors 
who have given me freedom and en-
couragement to do the jobs to which 
I have been assigned. For this I am 
very grateful.” 

Aquilla Smith retires – sees bright future for WMU 
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Lonnie and Aquilla Smith enjoy themselves at the BCM/D Christmas party at 

Kent Manor in Stevensville, Md.

Conference Worship Leader 
Justin Adams is the pastor of Creative 
Arts at Saddleback Church in Lake Forest, 
California. Justin will also be leading classes 
designed specifi cally for worship leaders.

Conference Pastor
Joel Goddard is the founder of Joel 
Goddard Ministries, a faith based worship 
and teaching ministry located in Monroe, 
Georgia- www.joelgoddard.org. 

www.worshipexpo.com

April 28-29, 2006
First Baptist Church, Laurel, MD

Worship Expo is a two-day conference designed for worship 
professionals and volunteers of all levels to expand their talents and 
skills, network with others in their fi eld, and see the latest in technology.

Participate in a broad range of technical seminars in vocal and 
instrumental music, video editing, sound engineering and more! There 
will also be an opportunity for spiritual growth through in depth Bible 
study and times of worship.

The conference is only $50- register 5 or more from your 
church and your senior pastor is free! Register today as space is limited! 
For more info visit www.worshipexpo.com or call (301) 725-1688.



By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. — Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/Delaware 
Executive Director David Lee pro-
claimed 2006 the “Year of action” at 
BCM/D’s Dec. 13 General Mission 
Board meeting at the Baptist Center. 
The year’s theme verse, 1 John 3:13 
correlates with Lee’s proclamation, 
“Dear children, let us not love with 
words or tongue but with actions and 
in truth,” (NIV). Lee said we’ve seen 
God move. Now is the time to act. 

BCM/D’s praise band, “PROXIM-
ITY,” led opening worship for the 
GMB’s final meeting of the year with 
some old favorites and some con-
temporary Christmas music. Mark 
Adams, GMB president called the 
meeting to order.

Report from Executive Director 
and General Business

David Lee challenged board 
members to read through the Bible 
with him this year and gave each 
one a copy of “Everyday with Jesus 
Bible.”

Lee introduced Maina Mwaura, 
who was a candidate for the posi-
tion of Children and Student Evan-
gelism BCM/D consultant. He told 
GMB members to ask him some 
tough questions prior to his tenta-
tive approval by the Administrative 
Committee after the board meeting.  
(Mwaura was later approved by both 
the committee and the North Ameri-
can Mission Board). 

Mwaura shared his testimony 
and his views of the importance of 
family involvement with student 
ministry. When asked advice regard-
ing hiring youth pastors, Mwaura 
told GMB members to set their stan-
dards high and do good background 
checks. Mwaura said children today 
are more spiritual then ever before 
and they want doctrinal answers. 
They also want 
to have a more 
hands-on ap-
proach to minis-
try, he said. 

Other staff 
changes include 
the retirement of 
Aquilla Smith, 
Tae Park and 
Melvin Pride. 
Smith left at the 
end of 2005 with 
a medical disabil-
ity retirement; 
Asian Catalytic 
Missionary Park 
retired in De-
cember and Pride 
will retire this 
summer. 

Lee said the 
Executive Team is 
evaluating Park’s 
position and is in 
communication 
with a possible 
candidate for Mel 
Pride’s position. 

The WMU will recommend a 
person to replace Aquilla Smith to 
the Executive Team, who will then 
take action and refer the candidate to 
the Administrative Committee. 

Lee commended Smith, coming 
at a transitional time for WOM and 
calling her a David, who dreamed 
the dream, laying the groundwork 
for Solomon to build. 

 “There is a deep hunger stirring 
and moving among women,” Lee 
said, especially younger women get-
ting involved with missions partner-
ships. “They don’t want to sit and 
read and look at pictures. They want 

to get involved. You can take this to a 
whole new level.”

GMB members unanimously 
passed a recommendation to lay the 
groundwork for a partnership with 
New Jersey. The Mississippi Partner-
ship will end in 2007. Lee said it has 
been a great partnership. BCM/D is 
committed to Acts 1:8, and we need 
a Samaria.  The population of New 
Jersey is bigger than Maryland and 
Delaware put together, but it has the 
lowest number of Southern Baptists 
in relation to its population. There 
are more Muslims than evangelical 
Christians. 

Embrace Baltimore is moving 
at warp speed, Lee said. He com-
mended the BCM/D staff for work in 
this area, especially Urban Strategist 
Mitch Dowell and Alanna Davis, who 
are both working in the Baltimore 
Association office. 

Lee requested members vote to 
permit John Faris and him to serve 
as trustees to establish a commu-
nity development corporation. Lee 
explained that the corporation would 
be a vehicle to help people, providing 
affordable housing, jobs and other 
needs then connecting them with the 
gospel. 

The new entity would not be an 
agency of the convention, but 60% 
of its trustees would be members 
of Southern Baptist churches. The 
five initial trustees would be Lee, 
Faris, Bill Crowe, Dan Crow, pastor 
of Covenant Church, Columbia, and 
Rich Carney, NAMB’s Strategic Focus 
Cities Coordinator. 

 “It would be Baptist in DNA,” 
Lee said. But by being a separate en-
tity, the corporation would be free to 
do things the convention can’t. GMB 
members unanimously approved the 
recommendation.

Lee updated the board on busi-
ness discussed at the Annual Meet-
ing in November. The convention 
sent a letter to Adrian Rogers’ family, 

acknowledg-
ing Rogers’ 
death and 
extending 
sympathy to 
the family. 

In re-
sponse to a 
motion Harold 
Phillips, pas-
tor of Pleasant 
View Church, 
Port Deposit, 
made at the 
annual meet-
ing, Lee said 
he has formed 
a committee 
to see what 
BCM/D can 
do to influ-
ence Maryland 
public school’s 
curriculum to 
be more bibli-
cally and fam-
ily friendly. 

The 
Legacy of 

Faith ended its third year and so far 
five million dollars have been raised 
– two million in cash, two million in 
resources pledged in the future and 
one million in pledged property. 

GMB members voted to approve 
acceptance of BCM/D affiliation for 
Huber Memorial Church, Baltimore, 
pending the approval of the affilia-
tion committee. The committee met 
immediately after the GMB meeting 
and approved the church. 

Financial Report
John Faris reported that as of 

Nov. 30, Cooperative Program giving 

was up by 2.5%; and the Lottie Moon 
offering was up 17.4%. State Missions 
offering was slightly down, 4%, but 
Faris said he estimates about one mil-
lion dollars went from the churches to 
disaster relief. Faris said the slow-
down reflects the generosity of the 
churches. 

Faris said we’re in good               
financial shape, ending 
up with a total income of 
97% of what was projected 
without using the reserve 
fund. We don’t use the 
fund, Faris said, unless 
expenses exceed income. 
If any is used it will not be 
much.  

Strategy Team Reports 
Kevin Marsico, church 

planter of Northstar 
Church, Monrovia, report-
ed for the Church Planting 
Team. Marsico, a lifelong 
Maryland resident, said 
4 l/2 years ago BCM/D 
partnered with Northstar’s 
mother church, Montrose, 
giving $100,000 to launch 
the plant. You helped with 
rent, equipment and train-
ing, he said. Now, North-
star has given $100,000 
back to missions, started 
three local and three inter-
national church plants, and 
has had over 150 people 
come to Christ. Five hun-
dred fifty-nine adults have 
been active in missions and 
church members went on 
six international mission 
trips. 

Ellen Udovich reported for the 
Missions Involvement Team. Udovich 
introduced Bob Childs, who served 
on one of the Disaster Relief teams. 
“It’s hard to find folks to go in less 
than a day’s notice and stay for eight 
days. Thank God for retired folks,” 
Udovich said. 

Childs told how the team worked 
on a military base. The workers on 
the base were reluctant for the team 
to come in, They just didn’t think the 
Southern Baptist Relief team could 
pull it off, but after a short time, the 
team took over the kitchens and were 
welcome with open arms. 

 “They called us bumblebees,” 
(because of the yellow disaster relief 
hats) Childs said. “It’s been a great ex-
perience this year, although tiring. We 
had a chance to meet many people and 
to speak to about the Savior. I feel so 
sorry for them. A lot have lost every-
thing,” he said, choking with emotion. 

Altogether, BCM/D sent three 
feeding teams to Cape Cod to help 
displaced Gulf Coast hurricane survi-
vors. Two mud-out teams were sent to 
Hammonds, La., one community as-
sistance recovery team to Bay St. Louis 
and two feeding teams were sent to 
Miami/West Palm Beach. 

Agency Reports  
Robert Gerstmyer, Executive Di-

rector of Baptist Family & Children’s 
Services, reported that two children 
were adopted on Dec. 19 by foster 
parents and one child was going home 
for Christmas. 

The Good Samaritan Network ho-
tline received 344 calls to date in 2005. 
Gerstmyer said some of the needs 
expressed are financial, housing, 
counseling, domestic violence, abuse, 
neglect, out of control teens, food, and 
drug and alcohol problems. 

President’s Remarks
GMB President James Nichols 

read from Matthew 2:11, referring to 
the Magi seeking Christ. 

We can lose focus and think about 
the gifts they gave. If we’re not careful 
we might miss the other part of the 
verse, he said. 

 “Before they gave the gifts they 
came and worshipped him. They gave 
themselves to Jesus first. God is more 
concerned, not about our presents, but 
our presence,” Nichols said. 

Lee declares 2006 “Year of Action” at GMB

COLUMBIA, Md. — Cen-
trePointe Counseling, Inc. has been 
awarded full accreditation for Oc-
tober 2005-July 2009., the Samaritan 
Institute located in Denver, Co.., an-
nounced recently.

“Accreditation is a major ac-
complishment and demonstrates a 
commitment to excellence,” accord-
ing to James R. Laurie, executive vice 
president of the Institute, which is 
the headquarters for the international 
network of Samaritan Centers. “The 
accreditation process indicates that 
Centers offer professional services 
within a framework of quality organi-
zational, administrative, and financial 
practices,” Laurie said.

CentrePointe was established 
in 1975 by an independent board 
representing a cross-section of the 
Baptist community and is supported 
by many BCM/D congregations and 
associations. CentrePointe provides 
a wide range of outpatient counsel-
ing services, including counseling for 
individuals, couples, and families; 
educational programs and consulta-
tion for professionals and organiza-
tions.

CentrePointe’s executive director 
is Thomas E. Rodgerson and is staffed 
by 13 counselors in 16 locations 
throughout Maryland.

Through its affiliation with The 
Samaritan Institute, CentrePointe is 
part of an international network of 
98 Samaritan Centers with over 500 
offices in 340 communities in 36 states 
and Japan.

For more information, call (800) 
491-5369 or visit our website at www.
centrepointecounseling.org.

CentrePointe 
Counseling, 
Inc. receives 
accreditation
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Bob Childs, member of Linthicum Church, 

reported to the GMB on Disaster Relief 

work at Cape Cod.

Fred Dyer, pastor of White Marsh Church, helped 

to distribute One Year Reading Bibles to GMB 

members as part of David Lee’s challenge to read 

the Bible through this year.



By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md. — Maina 
Mwaura, BCM/D’s new children and 
student evangelism consultant knows 
the dire predictions from well-known 
Christians – that we may lose a whole 
generation. But Mwaura doesn’t ac-
cept it. 

“Honestly, to Josh McDowell 
and George Barna, the stats do point 
to that and it’s clear this could be 
– but I want to believe that it’s not. If 
churches will concentrate on the main 
thing, we can save our youth. They’re 
a lot more spiritual than we give them 
credit for,” Mwaura said. 

“I think this is one of the best 
times to be in children and youth 
ministry. In the communication era 
that we’re in, kids don’t just want to 
hear about Lottie Moon, but they want 
to experience what she did and under-
stand why she did it. 

“We’ve got to put hands and feet 
to children and youth ministry. “

Mwaura, outspoken and friendly, 
isn’t afraid to face challenges and to 
be honest. Mwaura firmly believes in 
striving for perfection with youth and 
children’s ministries as in any church 
ministry. 

When questioned at the Decem-
ber General Mission Board meeting, 
Mwaura shared his concern for the 
need for family worship and involve-
ment. He advised churches to set 
expectations high and to do good 
background checks when hiring 
youth workers. He addressed the tri-
als of churches striving to maintain a 
Biblical standard while ministering to 
families who are broken.  

Mwaura grew up in Orlando, Fla., 
accepted Christ at a middle school 
Christian camp and was called into 

ministry in high school. He majored 
in communications at Liberty Univer-
sity in Virginia and then went to New 
Orleans Seminary.

”I had a great time at New Or-
leans,” Mwaura said, chuckling. He 
said the city is diverse – definitely 
not the Bible Belt. While at seminary, 
Mwaura served as minister to chil-
dren and youth at Chris-
tian Bible Fellowship. The 
church had grown from 
a dozen to 70 within two 
years with many teens 
getting baptized. Mwaura 
was active developing 
the youth program and 
initiating service projects, 
leadership development 
and outreach ministry. He 
also encouraged students 
to attend Christian camps. 

Mwaura then served 
in Eastside Church in 
Marietta, Ga. There were 
over 200 middle and high 
school students who at-
tended the youth meet-
ings. The church was 
going through a transition 
time because the pastor 
left. Even though overall 
attendance declined, the 
youth numbers didn’t 
change. The teens and 
pre-teens came each 
week and even contin-
ued to be active in local, 
national and international mission 
trips. Mwaura said 20 to 30 kids were 
baptized each year and the church 
built a 3.5 million dollar student cen-
ter. Mwaura was instrumental in the 
planning, site evaluation and fund-
raising for the building. “We just had 
a great time and God did a lot of great 
things there. 

At Elizabeth Church, Atlanta, Ga., 
Mwaura served as minister of church 
life, re-organizing the children and 
youth ministries, establishing youth 
services, small group ministries for 
children and direction and guidance 
for the youth minister. Mwaura also 
spearheaded a city-wide ministry 
event serving 7,300 homeless people. 

Mwaura is looking forward to his 
ministry with BCM/D. “At first there 
was a little hesitation,” he admitted. 
“It’s a whole new state, and it’s not 
the south,” he joked. 

“It’s an exciting opportunity 
where I get to work with diverse 
churches and help youth and chil-
dren’s leaders evangelize.” 

Mwaura said he knows many 
youth workers are volunteer and/or 
bi-vocational and he plans to work to 
provide support and training in the 
times and places necessary to meet 
these needs.  

Mwaura said he was led to Mary-
land in an interesting way. “It was 
really weird.  There was this guy I 

would always run 
into at conferences,” 
he said. Mwaura 
would go to ten 
conferences, and he 
would be at six, and 
out of thousands of 
people he would be 
sitting somewhere 
near Mwaura or 
they would run 
into each other in 
the lobby. The man 
who seemed to turn 
up everywhere was 
Chad Childress, who 
works with student 
evangelism with 
the North American 
Mission Board. Chil-
dress and Mwaura 
became good friends 
and Childress even-
tually told Mwaura 
about BCM/D’s 
opening and encour-
aged him to apply. 

“Little did I 
know that what I 

thought was just a coincidence would 
lead me to Maryland,” Mwaura said. 

“Out of the ordinary God comes 
through and does something extraor-
dinary,” he said. 

Mwaura’s father is from Kenya and 
his mother is from Florida. Mwaura’s 
name is an African name from Kenya. 
It means “The Great One.”

Maina Mwaura joins BCM/D as consultant for 
children and student evangelism
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Maina Mwaura answers questions about youth ministry at the 

December General Mission Board meeting as David Lee listens.

BBloomloomBloom
the 2006 Ministers Wives Retreat

We invite you, the wives of His ministers, to 
renew your minds and refresh your spirits. Join 
us for a time of inspiration, fellowship, and 
relaxation. Conferences will include entertaining, 
decorating, beauty demonstrations and Bible study!

                            

March 24-25
Sheraton Columbia Hotel, Columbia, MD

Confere nce Fee–  $60 includes double occupancy lodging, evening 
banquet, continental breakfast and luncheon.

Registration/Information– Call (800) 466-5290, ext. 261, 
mknox@bcmd.org or visit www.yourbcmd.org/bloom. Register today, as 
space is limited! Scholarships are available.

Featured spe aker:
Paula Hemphill

Worship led by:
Mandisa Hundley

New

Location!

“For as the earth bursts with 
spring wildfl owers, and 

as a garden cascades with blossoms...
God brings righteousness into full bloom” 

(Isaiah 61:11, The Message)

2006 Ministers Wives Retreat
March  24-25

Sheraton Columbi a Hotel
Columbi a, Maryland

host ed by th e Baptist  
Convention of  

Maryland/ Delaware 

You are  cordi all y invited to th e



By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

NORTH EAST, Md. – Phil 
Meekins and Dave Bibey love collector 
cars and trucks. They 
also love to reach 
people for Jesus.

This fall, the 
duo spearheaded the 
2005 Harvest Time 
Car Show & Family 
Fall Festival at First 
Church of North East, 
Md. Founded three 
years ago, the event 
attracts automotive 
enthusiasts and fami-
lies from around the 
community and from 
as far as Delaware and 
Pennsylvania. 

Over 500 people, 
not including the 
church staff—who 
were dressed in bright 
yellow shirts marked 
with “Crew” on their 
backs—and the car 
owners, shared in the 
day. 

Even as the crisp autumn hues 
painted the sky, the smell of free 

popcorn, hot dogs, and apple cider 
joined in harmony with the sounds 
of Southern bluegrass gospel and 
contemporary worship music spilling 
out of the sanctuary.

Children moved from tent to tent, 
marked by black and white-check-

ered racing flags, enjoying crafts, 
face-paintings and carnival games. 

Adults perused over 60 registered 
cars, lined one after the other, with 
car hoods open and horizontal mir-

rors on the ground to 
reveal clean, sometimes 
souped up, engines. 

The car show 
proudly featured 
vehicles, such as a red 
1964 Comet, a 1911 
Model T, a rare 1969 
Chevelle, a 2003 Ford 
Mach 1 Mustang and a 
silver Corvette custom-
ized with a gull-wing 
doors.

“That’s a sweet 
ride, dude!” cheered 
the gentle-eyed, beard-
clad Meekins as he 
emceed the awards 
ceremony.

The 2005 Harvest 
Choice Winner (the 
show’s biggest trophy) 
went to Bonnie Wallace 
of Elkton for her 1954 
Chevy Pick-up. Twenty 
other winners, based on 

popular vote, also were awarded tro-
phies sponsored by area businesses.

All the participants who regis-
tered cars received gift bags filled with 
full-size auto care products, Bibles, 
Christian motor sports magazines, 
magnets, church salvation tracts and 
various business fliers.

Most surprising, however, is that 
participants didn’t have to pay a regis-
tration fee.

“People would come up and say, 
what do you mean it’s all free?” said 
Bibey, an auto body shop painter who 
recently restored a 1967 Chevy truck 
with his father. 

The restoration prompted him to 
seize the opportunity to reach out to 
other car show participants. Meekins, 
volunteer youth director at First 
Church, readily agreed and the minis-
try was born.

This year’s festival followed the 
Friday night “Fresh Fire,” a youth 
rally co-sponsored by Havre de Grace 
Church. Over 50 teenagers and 30 
adults attended the worship service, 
where three kids came to Christ. 
Several others indicated a renewed 
commitment to following Christ.

As he met the individual car own-
ers throughout the day, First Church 
Senior Pastor Steve Hokuf observed, 
“It’s been three years and it’s getting 
better and better every year.” 

Church car show draws 500 festival participants

This fall, the “Crew” from First Church, North East, Md. hosted the 2005 

Harvest Time Car Show & Family Fall Festival. Founded three years ago, 

the event attracts automotive enthusiasts and families from around the 

community. Over 500 people, not including the church staff, and over 60 

car owners shared in the day.
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Year of natural disasters ends in a blizzard of giving

by Tim Durkin
Baptist Family & Children’s Services

COLUMBIA, Md. — The world 
reeled into 2005 as the horrifying 
extent of the tsunami disaster in Asia 
became known. The death toll associ-
ated with the tsunami grew each day, 
well into the new year. The Associated 
Press now reports that “at least 216,000 
people were killed or disappeared.” 
International relief efforts began im-
mediately, with millions of tons of aid 
flowing into Indonesia and other hard-
hit countries.

Hurricane Katrina killed 1,326 
people in five U.S. states. Major por-
tions of the city of New Orleans were 
destroyed in what many call the worst 
natural disaster in American history. 
Here, too, a caring, charitable response 
was evident immediately, and the 
Southern Baptist response has been 
particularly strong. In a posting on its 
website (www.redcross.org), the Red 
Cross states that “more aid is being 
delivered more quickly and to more 
people than ever before. It wouldn’t be 
possible without the Southern Baptist 
Convention.”

Hurricanes Wilma and Rita also 
caused major damage to Florida and 
other coastal states. 

In October, an earthquake on the 
border between India and Pakistan 
destroyed the homes of up to 350,000 
people. Harsh winter weather has 
hampered relief efforts severely. It 
will take years for the people of this 
region to rebuild their lives.

Both the Christian Science 
Monitor and the Washington Post 
published stories citing nonprofits’ 
fears of “donor fatigue.” Conventional 
wisdom had it that, with so many 
situations requiring emergency relief, 
Americans would be burned out on 
charitable giving.

Baptist Family found quite the op-
posite to be true. A huge outpouring 
of caring and resources flowed from 
donors, through BFCS, to hundreds of 
families and kids in Maryland, Dela-
ware and beyond.

Churches, individuals, and busi-
nesses came together at the end of 
2005 to make it one of the busiest 
seasons of giving in Baptist Family 
history.

Redland Church (Derwood, 
Md.) provided gifts for 103 children. 
Seventy-eight of these kids live in the 
same community in Cumberland, Md.

South Columbia Church (Co-
lumbia, Md.) offered baby gifts and 
supplies in support of kids and fami-
lies served by the Good Samaritan 
Network and a group of children in 
the CHOSEN Treatment Foster Care 
program.

Lake Shore Church (Pasadena, 
Md.), FBC Delmar (Delmar, Del.), and 
DynAccSys Co. (Silver Spring, Md.) 
provided mountains of toys and other 
gifts for Baptist Family’s CHOSEN 
kids.

Calvary Church (Towson, Md.) 
and the Empty Nesters’ group at Tri-
County Church (Laytonsville, Md.) 
generously donated gifts for GSN 
client families.

Faith Church (Glen Burnie, Md.) 
donated baby furniture that was im-
mediately used to cradle an infant 
foster child.

In addition, dozens of individuals 
and churches made generous financial 
donations, which have allowed Baptist 
Family to provide monetary assistance 
to a few client families that faced mon-
etary crises over the holidays.

This outpouring of love is a 
shining example of true Christian 
compassion and caring, particularly 
following a very trying year, where 
resources were in such great need 
globally, nationally, and locally.

For more information about 
BFCS, or to ask questions, please call 
BFCS Public Relations Associate, 

Tim Durkin (410) 872-1050 ext. 143
Baptist Family & Children’s Services 
is located at 7175 Columbia Gateway 
Dr., Suite F, Columbia, MD 21046. 
Other contact information includes: 
phone: (410) 872-1050 or (800) 621-
8834; Fax: (410) 872-1047; E-mail: 
baptistfamily@baptistfamily.org; and 
online: www.baptistfamily.org.

Rev. Billy Williams to Host 
Baptist Group with Daily Devotions 

  



Special events to honor World 
AIDS Day on Dec. 1 followed the two-
day conference, including a special 
prayer service, community service 
projects led by Saddleback small 
groups, a free concert headlined by 
Wynonna Judd and other artists and 
free HIV testing. 

Warren was even publicly tested 
to see if he had the virus on World 
AIDS Day. “I am taking this test pub-
licly so that we can start the process 
of reducing the stigma related to just 
being tested,” Warren said. 

The results were negative. 
Birthed in her heart three years 

ago, Kay Warren said her own jour-
ney into AIDS awareness began with 
a magazine article that shocked her 
with statistics and photographs. 

More than 25 million people have 
died from the aggressive disease, 
which has ravaged Africa, India and 
China and is growing in the United 
States, Kay Warren explained. 

Worldwide, a reported 40 million 
people have HIV/AIDS, but David 
Miller disputes this number.

“We believe that there are 75-
80 million people infected with the 
disease,” said the AIDS activist from 
ACT-UP, a controversial group from 
New York City that has fought a long, 
hard battle against the epidemic. 

Since finding out in 1988 that he 
was HIV-positive, Miller has been in-
volved in dramatic attempts to get the 
crisis to the public’s forefront, includ-
ing the militaristic storming of New 
York City’s St. Patrick’s Cathedral on 
Dec. 10, 1989, and Washington, D.C.-
area’s National Institute of Health on 
May 21, 1990. 

The Warrens befriended Miller in 
their attempts to understand the enor-
mity of the disease. For Miller, it’s the 
first time that Christians have listened 
to his message.

“I have never been to a confer-
ence with so many HIV-negative 
people,” Miller marveled. And when 
Saddleback members welcomed – and 
even hugged – more than 20 people 
with HIV/AIDS on stage during the 
conference’s closing session, he was 
surprised that nobody ran away.

“I am not a Christian,” Miller 
said. “But I am thinking about it.”

In addition to the message of 
compassion, the conference sought 
to impart several other points, which 
have emerged from Rick Warren’s de-
velopment of a global P.E.A.C.E. Plan. 

The plan seeks to position the 
worldwide Church to attack the five 
“global giants” of spiritual emptiness, 
egocentric leadership, extreme pov-
erty, pandemic diseases and illiteracy 
and poor education, by Planting 
churches, Equipping servant leaders, 
Assisting the poor, Caring for the sick, 

and Educating the next generation.
Using the acrostic, C.H.U.R.C.H., 

Rick Warren enumerated six ways the 
Church can best fight HIV/AIDS: Care 
and comfort the sick; Help test and 
counsel; Unleash a worldwide volun-
teer force; Remove the stigma; Cham-
pion healthy behavior; and Hand out 
medicine and nutrition.

“The only thing growing faster 
than the HIV/AIDS pandemic is the 
Church,” said Rick Warren, echoing 
the same conclusion reached by other 
conference speakers.

Bill and Lynne Hybels of Willow 
Creek Community Church shared 
that the Church must be the safe place 
where people can come to for healing 
and acceptance. The couple became 
engaged in the battle when rock star 
Bono of U2 introduced the dilemma 
to them. 

“The Christian community has 
been silent far too long,” lamented 
Claude Allen, chief assistant to Presi-
dent George Bush for domestic policy, 
who urged the American Church 
to “put their heart and their backs” 
into the effort of 
eliminating the 
disease.Other 
conference high-
lights included:

• Robert 
Redfield, the 
co-founder of 
the Institute of 
Human Virology 
at the University 
of Maryland and 
a physician with 
notable accom-
plishments in the 
area of HIV im-
munoregulation, 
immunotherapy 
and vaccine 
development, 
also believes that 
the Church is 
best positioned to 
combat the pandemic. 

He believes that the world was 
required to wait until the Church was 
willing to get off the sidelines and 
make an active impact on AIDS.

•  Jim Towey, assistant to Presi-
dent George Bush and director of the 
Office of Faith-Based and Community 
Initiatives, who formerly worked 
alongside Mother Teresa in India, 
shared about his involvement in the 
nurture and care of HIV patients. 

 “Government has the responsi-
bility to provide for people, but there 
is a need much greater than material 
poverty,” he said. Calling loneliness 
the most terrible disease, he empha-
sized that the government cannot help 
people who feel unloved and unwant-
ed, but the Church can.

•  Video messages from First 
Ladies Laura Bush of the United 
States, Janet Museveni of Uganda and 
Jeannette Kagame of Rwanda also 
stressed the importance of engaging 
in the battle.

• Harvard University’s Edward 
Green presented the startling sta-
tistics of the disease’s progression 
and in some cases, its prevention. 
He shared how Uganda, following 
the ABC plan of Abstinence, Being 
faithful, and the Correct and consis-
tent use of condoms, has reduced the 
prevalence of the disease.

• Gary Haugen, president of the 
Washington, D.C.-based International 
Justice Mission, shared his attempts 
to be a voice for the voiceless victims 
of sexual violence. “Sexual violence 
is one of the engines that is driving 
the spread of the disease,” Haugen 
said, sharing that 78 percent of HIV-
positive sub-Sahara African women 
reportedly were forced to have sex. Of 
the same population, 25 to 40 percent 
say their first sexual encounter was 
forced. 

“Gender is at the heart of the pan-
demic,” he decried, explaining that 
rape, sex trafficking and an unjust 
view of women have caused more 
women than men to die from HIV/
AIDS. He said that violence also af-
fects the vulnerability of the victims 
through the violent dispossession 
of property of orphans and widows. 
“When the head of the household 
dies, other family members simply 
take the property and the home 
away, leaving the orphan and widow 
alone,” Haugen lamented.

• Bishop Charles Blake, pastor 
of West Angeles Church of God in 
Christ in Los Angeles, Calif., has 
consistently demonstrated a willing-
ness to confront issues of AIDS relief. 
He started Save Africa’s Children, 
a non-profit organization that now 
helps more than 90,000 African chil-
dren who have been affected by the 
AIDS pandemic. “I hope that we are 
inspired today to provide formal, de-

liberate opportunities and ministries 
to assure victims themselves will 
receive all the love, all the care, all the 
comfort that we can provide,” he said.

• Rwandan pastor Francis Kare-
mera shared the heartbreaking story 
of his first wife’s battle with HIV. It 
was during their honeymoon that she 
first became sick. 

 “I am a pastor, a born-again 
Christian,” Karemera recalled say-
ing to God. “The Lord does not allow 
for my bride to have HIV!” Yet in 
a matter of weeks, he learned his 
Christian wife was dying, something 
he thought also meant death of his 
profession as a pastor. After he lost 
his wife, he moved from Uganda to 
Rwanda, where he dared never to 
share the truth of his experience. 

 “In our culture, we carry our 
children on our backs,” he said, illus-
trating the opportune time to teach 
children right or wrong. “It’s the best 
time to teach them to be thieves.”

How much better it would be “to 
teach them values,” he said. 

• Calling the pandemic, “the 
genocide of HIV,” Martin Ssempa, 
pastor of Makerere Community 
Church in Kampala, Uganda, has ef-
fectively used educational entertain-
ment as a means to communicate be-
havioral change to youth at Makerere 
University. The effort, called Prime 
Time, has grown from 50 to 5,000 
students since 1988 and has become 
a part of the university’s cultural 
landscape.

Ssempa said his ultimate goal 
is to celebrate an Abstinence Pride 
Month, “30 Days of Abstinence,” 
where men, women, children, parents 
and grandparents march together 
celebrating the healthy attitudes of 
abstaining from sex and alcohol.

• Kirbyjon Caldwell of Windsor 
Village United Methodist Church in 
Houston, Texas, encouraged churches 
to partner with health care providers 
in providing testing and counseling 
of AIDS patients. 

But he offered a cautionary note. 
“If you are going to launch an effec-
tive and efficient AIDS ministry, you 
need to begin to counsel your mem-
bership. Do not assume that your 
congregation will get it overnight.”

He added, “Do not be surprised 
when you come under attack.”

Acknowledging the stigma of 
AIDS in the local church, Kay Warren 
reminded, “It’s not a sin to be sick.” 

 “Most of us are in complete de-
nial of our prejudices,” Warren said. 
“When [the enormity of AIDS] began 
to crash in on me, my next emotion I 
had to deal with was repentance. Not 
just bad attitudes. It was sin. I had to 
deal with it.”

Then came the acceptance, she 
said.

Once you move through those 
two issues, you then be-
gin being the hands and 
feet of Christ, Warren 
explained.

Many times we 
“rush past the ache in 
someone’s soul. Fre-
quently we rush past 
pain. That’s not the way 
Jesus treated us,” War-
ren said. “God brought 
His Son into the world 
when He saw the bro-
kenness and despair.”

If we take God 
into our own lives and 
receive His Spirit, we 
“become containers of 
Him and wherever we 
go we take Him with 
us,” she said.

“This is my task and 
your task,” Warren said 

of bringing Christ’s presence into the 
lives of those with HIV/AIDS. “We 
have to put flesh on Him. By my ac-
tions I make Him visible.”

Her husband, who advocates re-
pentance instead of avoidance, accep-
tance instead of intolerance, presence 
instead of distance and endurance 
instead of superstition, concurred.

“If you are going to join this bat-
tle against HIV/AIDS, it has to start 
in the heart – you have to care,” Rick 
Warren said. “One day you are going 
to be judged by how you treated other 
people. You may not be able to change 
the world, but you can change the 
world for somebody.”

With additional reporting provided 
by Kelli Cottrell.

Saddleback hosts church-based HIV/AIDS conference

Kay Warren is “seriously disturbed” about the AIDS pandemic in Africa, and she 

thinks it’s high time all Christians got disturbed too. Warren, the wife of Rick 

Warren, pastor of Saddleback Church in Lake Forest, Calif., was the first speaker 

Nov. 29 during “Disturbing Voices,” an HIV/AIDS conference held at Saddleback.

Gary Haugen, president of the Washington, D.C.-based International Justice 

Mission, shared that sexual violence is “one of the engines that is driving” 

the spread of the HIV/AIDS. “Gender is at the heart of the pandemic,” he 

decried, explaining that rape, sex trafficking, and an unjust view of women 

have caused more women than men to die from the devastating disease.
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BIRMINGHAM — Through gifts 
to the Annie Armstrong Easter Offer-
ing®, 5,200  North American Mission 
Board missionaries are enabled to 
share the good news of Jesus Christ. 
Because every dollar given to the An-
nie Armstrong Easter Offering® goes 
to direct support of missionaries and 
their ministries, Southern Baptists are 
confident offering gifts are an invest-
ment in eternity 

Here in Maryland, we praise the 
Lord for the way He uses partner-
ships. One of the best ways to part-
ner annually is through the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering. Annie 
grew up in Baltimore, where today 
her church, 7th Baptist, under the 
leadership of Ryan Preston Palmer, is 
experiencing a special renewal from 
the Lord, thanks to partnering and 
support from people who give to the 

AAEO. —John B. Brittain, Associational 
Missionary, Arundel Baptist Association, 
Maryland.

Your giving through the AAEO 
helps us to buy Bibles in the Inupiaq 
language to give out to the Eskimo 
people in the Arctic of Alaska, which 
are given out all the time. Thank you 
for your giving.—John T. Forrester, 
Church Planting Missionary, Kotzebue, 
Alaska.

When you hear of a crisis center, 
many people think of an inner city 
ministry. But, here in Batesburg-
Leesville, S.C., the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering supports me while 
I work to help people in a rural area 
with food, clothing, and financial 
assistance. We help about 50 families 
a month. We minister to people’s 
physical needs while loving them like 

Jesus. We pray with each family about 
needs that they share. It is a vital min-
istry that needs the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering. Your gifts make a 
big difference. —Dianna Cagle, US/C2 
Missionary, Lexington Baptist Associa-
tion, S.C.

I know of at least 21.5 mil-
lion reasons to give to the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering for North 
American Missions! That’s the num-
ber of people we are praying will find 
a church home in our community. 
Without funding through the Annie 
Armstrong offering, we would never 
have started a church in the heart of 
New York City!—Gregg Farah, Church 
Planting Missionary, New York City.

 In the “Wasatch Front” of Utah 
there are about 1.5 million people, but 
only 33 Southern Baptist churches. 
That’s one SBC church for every 
45,450 people. The LDS or “Mormons” 
have a “Ward” (their local congrega-
tion) for every 200 to 800 people. We 
are in desperate need of new works. 
Contributions to Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering help us start new 
works and support church planters.—
Dan Walker, Associational Missionary, 
Salt Lake Baptist Association, Salt Lake 
City, Utah

 Our ministry in Iowa is assisted 
in a tremendous way through the 
gifts of our fellow Southern Baptists. 
As I encourage pastors and assist 
in starting new congregations, God 
provides for His work through His 
servants. Resources are used to assist 
church planters, provide salaries for 
our associational missionaries in this 
pioneer area, and strengthen the work 
in our state.—John Shaull, Associational 
Missionary, Clive, Iowa,

Here in Minnesota/Wisconsin, 
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering 
gifts are allowing us to start free 
health care evangelistic events in 
every county in both states. We are 
targeting new churches in 10 percent 
of the locations representing 190 
new church starts.—Perry Polnaszek, 
Church Planting Missionary, Chippewa 
Falls, Wisconsin.

Giving to the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering allows all Southern 
Baptists to be on mission with me and 
with the rest of the Southern Baptists 
in Metropolitan New York in doing 
evangelism, discipleship, and min-
istry among the 20 million people in 

the area, where at least 191 nations 
are represented.—Romy Manansala, 
Strategic Focus Cities Missionary, New 
York, New York.

 Our ministry in the Twin Cities 
of Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minn., 
could not happen without the as-
sistance that comes through the 
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering. 
Our churches alone do not have the 
resources to meet the challenge of 
church planting and other efforts in 
a major metropolitan area.—Wayne 
Bandy, Associational Missionary, Savage, 
Minnesota.

 In just over three years time in 
the buckle of the Bible belt known as 
Montgomery, Ala., God has blessed 
Project Hope with over 4,000 salva-
tions and 50 geographical sites where 
the word is being preached and 
churches are being planted every 
week. NAMB has played a vital role 
in this through the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering. Unchurched people 
are beginning to learn that Southern 
Baptists, with help from the offering, 
had a hand in bringing the gospel 
to them. They praise the Lord for 
the mission volunteers who have 
introduced them to the life-changing 
Savior!—Neal Hughes, Church Planting 
Missionary, Montgomery, Alabama.

Without the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering we could not have 
planted 149 new churches in Florida 
last year. Our church planting strate-
gists cover all 49 associations in our 
state making an impact by reaching 
people for Christ through starting 
healthy new churches.—Rick Law-
rence, Church Planting Missionary, 
Jacksonville, Florida.

Through the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering, Southern Baptists 
make possible for me to bring a 
Christian witness among the 20 dif-
ferent Native people groups in west-
ern and northern Oklahoma.—Max 
Malone, Church Planting Missionary, 
Yukon, Oklahoma

The work of church planting here 
in California is totally dependent on 
the generosity of Southern Baptists. 
We start over 100 new churches a 
year and are now worshiping in 67 
languages because our brothers and 
sisters all across North America have 
a heart for missions. We are grateful, 
indeed!—Phil Langley, Church Planting 
Missionary, Fresno, California.

What missionaries say about the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering for North American Missions
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The reason we 

give to AAEO:
To help our 
missionary force 
reach for Christ 
an estimated 244 
million lost people 
in the United States 
and Canada—
that’s three of four 
people!

Amount of 

AAEO used 

to support 

missionaries 

and their work:
100%

AAEO National 

Goal for 2006:

$56 million

Number of 

North American 

Mission Board 

missionaries:
More than 5,200! 
Generally, a third 
of the number 
represents career 
missionaries, a 
third are short-term 
funded missionaries 
and a third are 
Mission Service 
Corps missionaries.

AAEO Quick Facts



It never fails to amaze me how 
just one person can make such an 
incredible difference for the king-
dom of God. Such a person is Nancy 
Fitzgerald.

Many of you have heard me 
speak of Nancy before. She’s the 
founder of Anchors Away Ministries, 
a worldview ministry to high school 
seniors that she started in her own 
basement in Indianapolis several 
years ago. Nancy developed a world-
view curriculum drawing on several 
sources, including How Now Shall 
We Live? Ever since then, she has 
been using that curriculum to help 
high school seniors understand and 

defend their beliefs before heading to 
college.

Now there is even more to the 
story. Nancy graduated from our 
Wilberforce Forum Centurion pro-
gram, which trains Christian men and 
women around the country “to shape 
our culture by thinking, teaching, and 
advocating effectively the Christian 
worldview as applied to all of life.”

For her Centurions project, Nancy 
revised and updated the Anchors 
Away curriculum. And now she has 
held her first training session of more 
than one hundred people who are go-
ing to be teaching this course to kids, 
many of them in their own homes.

The curriculum is simple, but it 
is anything but shallow. It is easy to 
learn and easy to teach. It is the kind 
of course that could help high school 
seniors all across America. And if you 
have been listening to some of our 
programs lately about how Christian 
teens are not being taught even the 
basics of their own belief systems, then 
you know just how badly tools like this 
are needed—which is why we here at 
BreakPoint have been working hard on 
curricula for youth.

Let me give you just one example 
of the kind of worldview thinkers that 
we are all trying to develop. Nancy 
told me the story of one college stu-

dent who had been part of her An-
chors Away program. When she got 
to college, she took a course on ethics, 
and a discussion came up about the 
Colberg-Heinz theory. She was told to 
participate in a discussion with other 
classmates on how they would choose 
four people to be eliminated from a 
hypothetical group, based, apparently, 
on their worth. This young woman 
said that, as a matter of conscience, she 
could not take part in the discussion. 
She got into a terrific confrontation 
with the professor, who told her he 
would flunk her in the course if she 
did not do it. But she held her ground.

Something about her moral stance 
and her persistence intrigued her pro-
fessor in spite of himself. He eventu-
ally gave her an A and asked her to 
explain her beliefs to the whole class. 
And yes, if you can imagine it, the 
professor, Nancy told me, has become 
a Christian.

If we Christians were training 
more of our kids to think and to act 
this way, I believe our world would be 
a very different place. We at BreakPoint 
want to make that vision become a 
reality. Contact us here by phoning (1-
877-322-5527) or by visiting our website 
(www.breakpoint.org) to find out how 
you can teach the Anchors Away cur-
riculum to high school seniors in your 
neighborhood, or find out more about 
our new curriculum being produced 
with Teen Mania. You may discover, as 
Nancy did, that you, as one person, can 
make an amazing difference for Christ 
right where you live and on college 
campuses everywhere.

BI-VOCATIONAL MINISTER 
—  Wanted: retired/bi-vocational min-
ister to serve as part-time associate 
pastor for senior adults. Also wanted: 
bi-vocational person with a heart for 
inner-city youth to serve as youth 
minister/associate pastor for youth. 
Fax resume and letter of interest to 
(410)969-1844 and phone Pastor Steve 
at (410)215-6164. 

We are a church with a vision that 
is on the grow in Baltimore’s Inner 
Harbor.

The people of Canton Baptist 
Church invite you to come and experi-
ence worship without walls: We’re 
tearing down the walls that divide us 
such as race, socioeconomic status, 
age, self-righteous facades and long 
lists of do’s and don’ts. Our desire is to 
be a vibrant local community church 
where all are welcome in an environ-
ment that is conducive to experiencing 
encounters with an awesome loving 
God. We want to be real and trans-
parent while providing a safe harbor 
to share in God’s love and Grace on 
the journey. God calls us to love each 
other because of who we are and not 
in spite of who we are. You are God’s 
creation and he has a purpose for 
your life. Come join us for one hour 
on Sunday morning that could change 
your whole life. www.cantonbaptist.
net.

PASTOR — Berwyn Baptist Church 
seeks a Spirit-filled Senior Pastor. 
Must be a man who loves the Lord 
and loves His Word. Preferred Quali-

fications: college and seminary educa-
tion, previous preaching/pastoring 
experience, leadership/administrative 
skills.

If God is calling you, please send 
resume to Deacon Jim Fry, Pastor 
Search Committee, Berwyn Baptist 
Church. 4720 Cherokee St. College 
Park, MD 20740.

FULL TIME PASTOR — Porters’s 
Grove Baptist Church near Rising 
Sun, MD is searching for a full time 
Pastor.  We are a traditional service 
church seeking a 1611 KJ preaching, 
soul winning, missionary minded, 
Bible educated, Spirit led Pastor.
Experience in full-time preaching, 
bus ministries, youth ministries, and 
personal counseling is desirable.
Interested applicants are encouraged 
to submit a resume with references to:  
Richard Samples, Pulpit Committee 
Chairman, 273 Connelly Rd, Rising 
Sun, MD 21911.
 
FULL TIME PASTOR — The First 
Baptist Church of Kent Island (Ste-
vensville, MD) is searching for a Spirit 
Led Shepherd to fill the office of Full 
Time Pastor.  We seek a leader pos-
sessing a strong personal faith who 
preaches from The Word to mutually 
support and enhance the spiritual 
health of our church body.  

A recent church survey revealed 
the preference for a Pastor who has 
five or more years of Pastoral experi-
ence after attending Seminary. Our 
next leader will possess a strong belief 
in prayer and missions, good com-
munication skills and be willing to 
reside locally to assist in attending the 
spiritual needs of our community.  We 
invite all interested applicants to sub-
mit a resume with references to: First 
Baptist Church of Kent Island, 300 
State Street, Stevensville, MD. 21666, 
Attention:  Ron Baker, Chairman Pas-
tor Search Committee. 

WESTERN EUROPE NEEDS VOL-
UNTEERS —April 12-18, 2006, are 
important dates for IMB missionar-
ies in Western Europe. On those 
dates the missionaries throughout 
the region will meet together in 
Germany for training, worship and 
fellowship. Regional meetings such 
as these are very special to mission-
aries – a time to renew friendships, 
network, be encouraged by col-
leagues and see the bigger picture 
of the work throughout the region.

Western Europe has a special 
need for the April 2006 meeting! 
Maybe you can help. Forty volun-
teers are needed to care for the chil-
dren of IMB personnel in Western 
Europe during the conference. The 
days will be busy as you provide 
loving care and spiritual nurture to 
the children, but the rewards will 
be great as you see the children 
grow in the Lord and as you receive 
their love.

If your church would like 
further information about sending 
a volunteer team to provide child-
care at the Western Europe regional 
meeting, please contact Janey Bar-
ton at jbarton@wero.org.

SENIOR DAY CARE STAFF 
— Faith Baptist Child Development 
Center, Glen Burnie, is in need of 
day care senior staff. (90 hrs. re-
quired). Please call Christie Keggins 
at (410) 761-9112 for an appointment.

CHURCH PIANIST NEEDED 
—  Paid part-time position to play 
for Sunday traditional/blended 
morning services, evening services 
and choir rehearsals.  Experience in 
church worship service is required.  
Qualified applicants may submit 
a resume to: Personnel Commit-
tee, Towne Baptist Church, 536 A 
Trimble Road, Joppa, MD 21085. No 
phone calls please.

PART TIME OFFICE ASSISTANT/
RECEPTIONIST — Part time (30 hrs) 
office Assistant / Receptionist open-
ing at the Baltimore Baptist Associa-
tion located in Parkville, MD. Com-
puter literate, good telephone voice, 
multi-task oriented person sought. 
Please email, fax or mail your resume 
to: Baltimore Baptist Association, Attn: 
Brenda Gunter, Office Manager, PO 
Box 10980, Parkville MD 21234, E-mail:  
bguntercares@comcast.net. Fax:   (410) 
882-1898.

FULL TIME MINISTER OF MUSIC 
— Lake Ridge Baptist Church is seek-
ing a full-time minister of music to 
lead both contemporary and tradi-
tional worship services for their 600 
member church.  Must have a college 
degree (Master of Church Music de-
sired) or equivalent experience.  Please 
send resume, professional references, 
and salary requirements by February 
14 to Chairman, Personnel Commit-
tee, Lake Ridge Baptist Church, 12450 
Clipper Drive, Woodbridge, VA 22192 
or email to:  ministerofmusic@lak-
eridgebaptist.com.

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX YOUR AD 

Deadlines are the second Friday 

of each month for the following 

month’s issue. Classified advertising 

is 75 cents per word ($18.00 

minimum) for BCM/D churches and 

church members; 85 cents per word 

($20.00 minimum) for non-profit 

organizations; and 95 cents per word 

($25.00 minimum) for commercial 

organizations. Word count does 

not include words with two letters 

or less. Contact us for display ad 

pricing. 

Acceptance of advertising does 

not constitute an endorsement 

of any advertiser’s products or 

services.

To Place an Ad
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YouthYouth Performing Performing 
Arts Camp 2006Arts Camp 2006

http://www.yourbcmd.org/ypac

JULY 23-28, SKYCROFT, MIDDLETOWN, MD 

YPAC is a vibrant performing and visual arts camp for students in 
grades 7-12 that offers training in vocal music, theatre, dance, film, audio, 
lighting, song writing, instrumental music and much more!

Our highly trained faculty promote a biblical worldview of the arts through 
mentoring, instruction and inspiration. You don’t want to miss this unique 
opportunity of spiritual and artistic development!

YPAC: YOUTH PERFORMING ARTS CAMP 2006
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