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West Africa adventure brings 

extreme excitement, sadness
Wanted: a 
mission team 
to travel several 
hours from 
capital city to 
several remote 

villages in an opportunity 
of a lifetime to be the first 
evangelical witness in a yet-to-
be-defined people group. Page 5

Students bring hope to 

Pearlington, Miss., on 

spring break
On the evening 
of March 17th, 
a bus, a trailer 
and a couple 
of vans were 
crammed full 

with 66 college students, three 
campus ministers, four rather 
brave adults and a large quantity 
of luggage. Page 7

Frolicking puppets reach out to 

the community in a 

non-threatening way
Pleasant View Church 
members like puppets. 
In fact, they budget 
$4,000 each year for 
puppet ministry. Page 9

On the Web...
             at www.yourbcmd.org
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By Shelley Mager

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — When 
Nathaniel Elliot learned that at least 
41 million people in Africa are HIV 
positive he knew that he had to do 
something. He started writing letters 
and making phone calls, and in 2004 
he founded the organization Living 
Hope. With the goal of traveling the 
country to raise $250,000 to build 
two schools for orphaned children in 
Zambia and sending down teachers 
and missionaries, Living Hope has 
already raised $9,000 to fund a cross-
country bus trip. Elliott began speak-
ing at college campuses, schools, 
events, including last year’s Creation 
Festival, at churches and recently at 
Campus Life’s Ocean City Impact 
Conference for youth. 

The truly amazing thing, though, 
is that Living Hope’s president and 
founder is 18 years old and, as of this 
writing, has not even graduated high 
school yet. 

“This is a kid who’s caught a 
vision, inspired by God, is following 
through on it and in turn thousands 
of lives will be changed,” says Brent 
Rawson, The church at Severn Run’s 
youth pastor and a member of Living 
Hope’s board of advisors, which was 
set up and chosen by Elliott. Rawson 
also has a passion for AIDS victims. 
He was in a hut in 2001 with an in-
fant who died of the disease. 

It wasn’t until he was on a mis-
sion trip to Israel that Elliot learned 
about the HIV predicament in Africa. 
A speaker told his group that a child 
is orphaned about once every 14 
seconds. This sad statistic shocked 
Elliott into action. 

“I knew I needed to do some-
thing because it’s just a statistic until 
you think about how serious it really 
is,” exclaims Elliott. 

After his 23-year-old brother died 
suddenly in 2003, Elliott wanted to 
help children who faced that same 
loneliness. 

Living Hope, aided strongly by 
World Vision, is cooperating with 
the government in Zambia to build 
two schools to minister to children’s 
mental, physical and spiritual needs. 
Within one week of the school’s 
opening the government will send in 
teachers, so once building is complete 
the education will start almost im-
mediately. First, though, Living Hope 
needs to raise the large quantities of 
money it takes to fund and to run 
these schools. 

“Living Hope isn’t just another 
organization we’re trying to start,” 
Elliott explains. “We’re trying to pull 

other organizations together to get 
the job done. It’s been one blessing 
after another—the team that’s come 
together has been incredible. They’re 
so on fire for God!”

Starting June 10, Elliott and five 
other young men from around the 
country will board a “wrapped” 
school bus, making it a rolling adver-
tisement for Living Hope, and travel 
from Washington D.C. to Seattle, 
speaking at various rallies, churches, 
concerts, and as many events as pos-
sible to spread the word on the AIDS 
crisis and sound the call for help. 

Maryland teen offers 
“Living Hope” to AIDS 
stricken African children

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

FT. WASHINGTON, Md. — Tak-
ing the words of Matthew 28:19 and 
Acts 1:8 to heart and to soul, James 
Dixon, Jr., pastor of El Bethel Church, 
commissioned church members to 
go into all the world teaching the 
gospel and to truly be witnesses in 
Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria and 
to the ends of the earth. The church 
had a special commissioning service 
on Mar. 19 as International Mission 
Board, North American Mission 
Board, Prince George’s Association 
and BCM/D representatives looked 
on.

“It was a simple program yet it 
was powerful,” Dixon said. 

The commissioning service was 
incorporated into the Sunday worship. 
Melody Knox, BCM/D’s women’s 
ministry consultant sang “ We 
Have A Mission,” a song Dixon said 
expressed a love for missions. Rob-
ert Smith, Jr., professor of Christian 
Preaching at Beeson Divinity School 
in Birmingham, Ala., was the guest 
preacher. After the sermon, Smith 
challenged the congregation to be 
on mission and presented a litany 
reading. NAMB representative, Ken-
neth Weathersby, offered a prayer of 
commitment. 

About 60 members, half of the 
congregation, stepped forward as 
Dixon presented them with their 
commissioning certificates from 
NAMB and IMB.

“That sort of sealed things,” Dixon 
said. “It brought a lot of excitement.”

Prior to the service, Dixon led 
a weekend missions conference to 
prepare members for their commis-
sioning. But the training and missions’ 
emphasis really began long ago and 
has been ongoing through Dixon’s 
continued preaching about living a 
mission’s lifestyle. As the congregation 
embraced the vision, a spark of excite-
ment has grown into a passionate fire 
for reaching the lost. 

The next step was the strategic 
structure to move forward. 

Dixon said the church built min-
istry teams, each assigned an area to 
reach – Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and 
the uttermost parts of the earth. 

El Bethel members 
commissioned 
for missions service

continued on page six

Nathaniel Elliott talks to orphaned children in Zambia where a child is 

orphaned about once every 14 seconds because of HIV/AIDS epidemic.

continued on page ten
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Thinking right requires spending time with God daily

Sometimes we need to try new things

Some things I learned on my recent sabbatical
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For the month 
of March I was 
away from my 

desk on a sabbatical 
leave. It has been a 
great experience and I 
highly recommend it. 
Every church should 
make a time of sab-
batical available to 
its ministerial staff. 
Honestly, it not only 
refreshed me physi-
cally, but it recharged 

my emotional and spiritual batteries. 
Lorraine and I spent the majority 

of the time I was allotted in California. 
As you may or may not know, Lor-
raine works outside the home. For us, 
it was wonderful just being able to 
spend entire days together enjoying our 
ride through beautiful California. We 
really enjoyed being together, reading 
the Bible together, talking, laughing 
and reflecting on our current stage of 
life. Thank you Maryland/Delaware 
Baptists for providing such a valuable 
experience for your state convention 
staff.

One of the specific things I did 
during this time away was to visit 

some of America’s great churches. I was 
privileged to attend a weekend worship 
service in each of three cities…Fla-
mingo Road Church (near Ft. Lauder-
dale, Fla.), Saddleback Community 
Church (Lake Forest, Cal.), and Shadow 
Mountain Church (El Cajon, Cal.).  Each 
experience was unique to the setting. 
Each was contextual in nature. Each 
was a rich experience to take in and 
evaluate. Each left me wishing all our 
BCM/D churches could figure out how 
to craft similar experiences in their own 
settings.

What I learned visiting these three 
churches is that they each are highly 
(and I want to emphasize it), highly 
intentional in what they do. There is 
no detail left to chance. From the mo-
ment you arrive on the parking lot until 
you drive off of the church property, 
every nuance of what they intended for 
you to receive is carefully designed and 
executed. 

They are friendly, helpful, and 
winsome. The buildings are immacu-
lately clean and inviting. There is a 
definite air of excitement that pervades 
the entire experience. Boring they are 
not! They work hard at providing an 
experience of worship that is exciting, 

alive, warm and meaningful. There is 
no dead time in the service. Everything 
flows naturally and positively to an 
intended conclusion. Although, it is de-
signed to seem spontaneous, there is an 
obvious underlying level of intentional 
planning.

Another common denominator 
is that each church has developed a 
myriad of intentional ministries that 
are focused on their local community. 
All are unique… and yet each is mis-
sional in their desire to be the hands 
and feet of Christ in the world around 
them. Volunteerism is very high and 
spirited. Every member seems to have 
found a specific role and ministry in 
which they function. The hallways are 
abuzz with enthusiasm and activity.

I also observed that worship style 
is not the pivotal issue. The issue is 
drawing men and women, boys, and 
girls to experience God in worship. 
Music styles vary, but each (and every 
style) can be brought to bear to create 
an atmosphere where human beings 
and their contributions are deempha-
sized and the one prominent thing that 
remains is the awareness of God’s pres-
ence in the room. Preaching styles vary, 
but the commitment to preach and 

apply the principles of God’s Word are 
common to great churches everywhere, 
including the three I visited. However, 
it takes great creativity, enormous 
planning, precise execution and an 
overarching excellence to even begin to 
accomplish the goal of making God’s 
presence real and powerful to every 
worshipper week in and week out.

There is a sense in which I came 
away from these churches desper-
ately wanting more of our churches in 
Maryland and Delaware to be growing 
examples of what I saw in these three 
churches. I am convinced that size is 
not the critical factor. Passion is the 
key. To do it will take nothing short of 
a profound commitment to excellent 
preaching, excellent music, excellent 
nurseries and excellence in all the 
ministries of the church. It will take 
an army of unselfish volunteers to 
do all the unsung work that has to be 
done to accomplish greatness in wor-
ship. It will take time…time for God to 
unleash His glorious creativity through 
the lives of a willing, passionate and 
intentional people (both lay and minis-
terial) who profoundly believe that the 
local church is the greatest organiza-
tion in all the world!

When God 
said, “let 
us make 

man in our image,” 
what was He refer-
ring to? It is man’s 
ability to reason, 
think and make 
choices that sets him 
apart from the Ani-
mal Kingdom, and 
that causes us to be 
created in God’s im-
age. Based upon this 
concept, I would 

say that the things we think about are 
very important because all behavior 
starts with a thought. That is why it is 
so important for us to keep our thought 
processes pure and holy. Sometimes we 

read or hear about someone we thought 
was a dynamic Christian who appears 
to suddenly fall into some kind of sin-
ful behavior. That is rarely the case. 
Usually that person has been thinking 
about that behavior long before they 
crossed the line into sin.

The Bible teaches us, “as a man 
thinks within himself, so is he.” (Proverbs 
23:7) This means that we ultimately 
become what we think about. Com-
puter programmers have a saying that 
goes like this… “Garbage in, garbage 
out.” In other words, if you load your 
computer up with faulty and junky 
information that is what you will get 
out of your computer. The same thing 
is true with our brains. The Apostle 
Paul encourages us to “take every 
thought captive to the obedience of Christ.” 

(II Corinthians 10:5) The question is 
how do we do that? How do we practi-
cally lay our “thought lives” on God’s 
altar? This is an increasingly difficult 
task. Everywhere we go, everything we 
listen to and every activity in which we 
participate, seems to challenge us with 
ungodly thought processes.

Martin Luther once said, “You 
cannot keep birds from flying over 
your head, but you can keep them from 
building a nest in your hair.” All Chris-
tians struggle at times with “thinking 
right,” but we must not dwell on those 
ungodly thoughts. So how do we “git-r-
her done” regarding our thinking?

In Romans 12:2, the Apostle Paul 
challenges us by writing…”And do not 
be conformed to this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind…”. 

Everyday those of us who are 
followers of Christ must renew our 
minds. This points out the importance 
of having a dynamic devotional life. 
Renewing the mind will not happen 
by reading the sports page or watching 
the evening news. It will only happen 
when we willingly dedicate ourselves 
to spending time alone with God on a 
daily basis – reading His Word, pray-
ing and listening to His still small 
voice.

Years ago I heard that Alcoholics 
Anonymous had a saying that went 
like this: “It’s not the drinking, but 
the thinking that makes us stink-
ing.” Christians, if our thinking is not 
transformed, we too will be stinking. 
Have you had your quiet time with 
God today?

I am a student of 
people. People 
fascinate me. I lit-

erally study people. 
The best place to do 
people-watching is 
at an airport. You 
can learn so much 
there. It is like being 
in a laboratory. 

I especially 
enjoy watching 
people say “hello” 

and “good-bye.” For example, at BWI 
recently I observed a man awaiting the 
arrival of his wife. He noticed a “flower 
dispenser” near the waiting area, 
walked over to it, and purchased (at an 
inflated price I might add) a bouquet of 
roses with which to greet his favorite 
girl. What followed was classic. The guy 
standing next to him, also waiting for 

his wife or girlfriend, looked at the man 
with the flowers and then marched 
over to the machine and purchased 
a bouquet for his favorite girl. I kid 
you not. This started a chain reaction 
that resulted in four men purchasing 
flowers. They stood there side by side 
as their ladies approached them. The 
reaction was predictable—smiles, hugs, 
kisses.

I also watched people say their 
“goodbyes.” There were hugs and kiss-
es, but tears replaced smiles. It was at 
times painful to observe family mem-
bers standing and watching their loved 
one until he or she was completely out 
of sight. Conclusion: It is much easier to 
say “hello” than it is to say “good-bye.”

I think the same is true in a Baptist 
church. Although new opportunities, 
new challenges, and new ministries 
come at a cost, they are met with 

anticipation and expectation about 
what comes next. (I know that some 
Baptists do not get enthusiastic about 
new things, but thankfully many do.) 
But, it seems harder for us to let go of 
something that has been around for a 
while, something familiar, something 
comfortable, even when we know it is 
time to let it go. 

Here’s the point—the future is 
going to demand from us that we try 
some new things. And in order to try 
those new things, we are going to 
have to let go of some old and familiar 
things. My prediction is that getting 
Baptists to embrace new things will 
not be easy. But getting us to let go of 
what we have known that is no longer 
functional or impacting will be an even 
harder task.

We will ultimately have no choice. 
Either we will proactively make those 

choices under the leadership of the 
Holy Spirit or our budgets, people’s 
failure to respond, a lack of participa-
tion, a loss of effectiveness or impact, or 
a legion of other reasons will force us to 
reactively make the changes or die.

I encourage you to do some “proac-
tive futuring.” I suggest you start that 
journey with an exegetical study of the 
words of Jesus in Matthew 9:16-17. “No 
one patches up an old coat with a piece of 
new cloth, for the new patch will shrink 
and make an even bigger hole in the coat. 
Nor does anyone pour new wine into used 
wineskins, for the skins will burst, the wine 
will pour out, and the skins will be ruined. 
Instead, new wine is poured into fresh 
wineskins, and both will keep in good condi-
tion.” (HCSB)

One other piece of advice—buy 
your flowers before you get to the air-
port. You will save a lot of money!
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Arundel Association

Grace Church of Sunset Beach, 
Pasadena, is working through the  
“Experiencing God” Bible study. 

Weems Creek Church, Annapo-
lis, had a spiritual awakening revival 
featuring guests, Wade and Barbara 
Adkins.  

Over 180 people from various 
churches came to Severna Park 
Church to participate in an organiza-
tional and information meeting, led 
by members of the Franklin Graham 
Festival team in preparation for the 
Graham festival in July at Camden 
Yards. 

Severna Park is a host church for 
the festival. Many members will serve 
as ushers, greeters, counselors, choir 
members and Operation Andrew 
leaders. The church will also provide 
buses for group travel to Baltimore. 

The church’s youth and children’s 
ministries are also involved. 

The Church at Severn Run has a 
prison ministry that provides weekly 
worship services for men and another 
for women at the Ordinance Road 
Correctional Center in Glen Burnie. 

Members of the church’s “God’s 
Heart” ministry read to children at 
Meade Village Head Start on Wednes-
days. 

The seniors group had a Hawai-
ian social with music and Hawaiian 
food.

Baltimore Association

Middle River Church, Balti-
more, will participate with World 
Changers July 22 to 29 to help Hurri-
cane Katrina victims in New Orleans. 

Northeast Church, Baltimore, re-
cently began planning for this year’s 
VBS. The church usually draws about 
115 children. This year the church 
plans to promote VBS vigorously to 
reach even more children. They are 
asking for prayer from all the Balti-
more churches. They’re also asking 
for any contributions towards the 
VBS program.  

Catonsville Church has board 
game times for seniors. They enjoy 
competing at Scrabble, Sorry, Head-
ache, Parcheesi and a variety of 
puzzles. 

The church started a Friday night 
bowling league. 

Colonial Church, Randallstown, 
will have its 7th annual men’s retreat 
May 5 to 6 in Leesburg, Va. 

The church is in the midst of a 
seven-week course on the fundamen-
tals of teaching in a local church. 

Woolford Memorial Church, 
Baltimore, hosts a “12 Steps to a New 
Day” support group program on 
Tuesday nights. Melia Tomas, Wool-
ford’s WMU director, said the pro-
gram is for anyone who is struggling 
with any kind of addiction ranging 
from food, pornography, drugs or 
alcohol. It also helps those struggling 
with financial and/or marital prob-
lems. 

“Essentially, it is for anyone want-
ing support dealing with any part 
of their lives. This 12-Step Program 
opens up the door to many in mak-
ing them aware that they don’t have 
to do it alone and can’t do it alone. 
Jesus Christ is “THE” Higher Power,” 
Tomas said. “We are all powerless 
over certain parts of our lives. We can 
all benefit from looking honestly at 
our strengths, our weaknesses and 
ourselves. We can all find peace in 
making amends. We can all find new 
life in ‘letting go and letting God’.”

Woolford Church’s WMU will 
sponsor a Ladies Spring Tea party 
at 12:30 p.m. on June 14. Cindy Yost 
will give a special presentation on her 
mission trip to Ethiopia. The event 

is free, but there will be a collection 
to benefit the “Spivey-Tew Volunteer 
Missions Fund.” Tomas explained 
that the Spivey-Tew Volunteer Mis-
sions Fund was established in 1998 
by Delane Tew in honor of Tew’s 
grandmother and mother. The fund 
supports the WMU ministries of 
Volunteer Connection, MissionsFEST 
and other volunteer missions efforts 
of WMU.

“Mitzi Eaker, a national WMU 
ministry consultant received a 2005 
Spivey-Tew Grant. The grant allowed 
her team of eight to do medical relief 
work in Indonesia following the 
tsunami. This particular grant set a 
precedent for funding missions trips 
for national WMU staff,” Tomas said.

Towne Church, Joppa, (Susque-
hanna Association) and White 
Marsh churches are teaming up for 
a worship celebration. The combined 
worship ministry teams will present 
“How Great is Our God,” at 7 p.m. on 
May 7 at Edgewood High School.  

Blue Ridge Association

Greenbrier Church, Middle-
town, is building a new 40’ x 56’ 
addition that will be attached to 
the existing building and they are 
renovating their sanctuary. They’re 
seeking volunteer mission teams who 
can help. The church has materials on 
hand. 

Smithsburg Valley Church has 
volunteer missions opportunities for 
teams to help build an educational 
building. 

Delaware Association

The Delaware Association will 
have its annual golf tournament on 
May 18 at Frog Hollow Golf Club in 
Middletown. 

First Southern Church, Dover, 
Del., is preparing for a mission trip to 
King’s Park, Scotland in August. The 
team will do children’s ministry. 

Phil Weaver resigned as pas-
tor of Friendship Church, Newark, 
Del. Weaver and his wife, Kim, were 
called to a pastorate in Georgia. 
Delaware Association director of mis-
sions, Jim McBride, Sr., is serving as 
interim pastor at Friendship. 

Joel Kurz 
was officially 
ordained on April 
2 at Greensboro 
Church. Kurz is on 
staff at the church 
as youth minister. 

Truth Chapel, 
Middletown, had 
its Middletown 
launch service on 
April 9, followed 
by a celebration 
luncheon. The 
church moved from 
Newark and is now 
meeting on Sundays 
at the Cedar Lane 
Early Child Care 
Center at Cedar 
Lane and Boyd’s 
Corner. 

The church is 
planning for revival 
services later this 
summer.

Eastern Association

Berlin First Church members 
distributed tracts and drinks on the 
boardwalk at Ocean City in March.

First Church, Hurlock, has ScooP 
groups. ScooP stands for sharing, car-
ing and praying groups. They meet at 
7 p.m. on Wednesdays. Participants 
study and discuss the sermon from 
the previous Sunday in the context 

of seeking life application and life 
change. 

Mid-Maryland Association

Bethel Church, Ellicott City, has 
a Home Touch Ministry to keep in 
contact with shut-ins. Cleo Jackson, 
wife of the church’ s associate pastor, 
Jimmy Jackson, started the program 
in January. The committee of nine 
women “adopts” a shut-in for several 
months at a time, visiting them regu-
larly to take gifts, read the Bible and 
share what’s happening at the church. 
They also call their adopted shut-in 
weekly. In addition to the visits and 
calls, one shut-in is featured for the 
month and the whole church makes a 
point of praying for, visiting and call-
ing that member. 

Committee members meet 
monthly to share. If a shut-in needs 
extra help, or has a special need, the 
pastor and deacons are notified. 

Another arm of the committee is 
the Watch Care program for people 
that aren’t completely shut-in, but 
struggle to get out and about. Com-
mittee members also work to keep in 
touch and visit those people. 

Jackson said her mother, Cleda 
James, who died earlier this year, was 
very involved in a similar ministry 
at her home church, Fielder Road 
Church in Arlington, Texas. 

“So many older people are forgot-
ten,” she said.  

Montgomery Association

First Church, Damascus, had its 
annual prayer walk for Damascus last 
month. Participants met at a gazebo 
near Route 124 and prayed as they 
walked through the community. In 
addition to praying, the event gets the 
church members into the community 
and prepares them for the National 
Day of Prayer on May 4. 

The church recently hosted a con-
cert by singers/songwriters, Bill and 
Karen Itzel, last month. 

During the month of March, First 
Church, Rockville, had its Second 
Annual Missions Conference. Bill 
and Eden Layda, who minister in the 
Philippines, spoke at the International 
Missions Banquet. 

Jon S., who will be ministering in 
China, challenged them about reach-
ing the over 1.3 billion people for Jesus 
Christ. They also welcomed Apollos 
and Ruth O. and their two children, 
who are the first missionaries sent out 
by the SBC of Mexico. They also serve 
the Lord in China.

Eric Bass, who will be minister-
ing in the Middle East, presented his 
burden for the Arab peoples. 

In addition, First Church members 
promised to give over $100,000 to mis-
sions in the next 12 months. Three of 
their members who are called of God 
to plant churches were presented to the 
church. Raymond Aholoukpe, Young 
Yang and Joel Gilbert will be leaving 
First, Rockville, this year to start new 
churches in the DC Metro area. 

Finally, Rob Schmidt, the son of 
the pastor, was ordained into the Gos-
pel ministry. 

 (The names of the missionaries to 
China and the Middle East have been 
changed to protect their identity)

Germantown Church deals with 
“Tough Teen Topics” on Wednesdays. 
Middle and high school students meet 
to talk about loneliness, anxiety, guilt, 
anger, dating, peer pressure and other 
current topics. 

The church recently had revival 
services with guest preacher, Steven 
Hale.

Potomac Association

The Potter’s Place, St. Leonard, 
started having a coffee house at the 
Chesapeake Market Place’s Auction 
House. In April, church members 
served up lattes, espresso and other 
exotic coffees along with live music. 

The church is currently seeking 
music groups, comedians and other 
talented groups to participate. 

Potomac Heights Church, Indian 
Head, will have a “Mother, Daughter, 
Sister, Friend Tea” on May 13. 

Youth from Potomac Heights are 
planning a mission trip to Hunters-
ville, W.V., this summer. 

The church is planning its own 
“oneness” retreat at Harper’s Ferry for 
married couples in September. 

The youth of White Plains 
Church, Pumfret, participated in a 
30-hour famine to raise funds for and 
awareness of world hunger, especially 
those affected by HIV/AIDS. 

Later this month the high school 
and middle school groups will com-
bine for a Memorial Day party. In July, 
they’ll go on a youth retreat, staying at 
Skycroft Conference Center and going 
to Scarborough Fair for worship. A 
church-wide rafting trip is planned for 
August. 

Prince George’s

James Dixon, pastor 
of El Bethel Church, Fort 
Washington, went on a 
mission trip last month to 
Guyana and worked with 
Bonasika Church, along 
the East Bank of the Esse-
quibo River. He preached 
on Fort Island, an area 
only accessible by boat. 
The people came to church 
at night to hear Dixon. It’s 
an area where there is no 
running water or electric-
ity so they use candles and 
oil lamps and shower with 
rain water. Nine people 
prayed to accept Christ 
and several made recom-
mitments. 

Dixon introduced new 
Christian survival kits 
to the church and other 
discipleship material. He 
also did leadership train-

ing and counseling with the church’s 
pastor and leaders. 

The pastor from Bonasika and 
Dixon talk to each other by phone 
regularly. El Bethel recently pur-
chased a boat and outboard motor for 
Bonasika Church to shuttle churchgo-
ers across the water. El Bethel Church 
members also send money to send the 
youth of Bonasika to camp. 

Bob Schmidt, pastor of First Church, Rockville, presents three 

young men who will be planting churches, Young Yang, Ray-

mond Aholoukpe and Joel Gilbert.

continued on page four
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By Dan Cotter

For a number of years I have 
sensed the call to start churches 
that would engage the chang-

ing culture of the Washington, D.C., 
metro area. But doing it alone, or with 
little support and encouragement from 
partnering churches and organiza-
tions, didn’t get me overly excited. 
My wife, Laura, and I kept looking 
for the kind of partnering, nurturing 
relationships that we sensed were out 
there for church planting couples, but 
had yet to find. I have to admit that 
we sometimes thought about giving 
up on church planting because we just 
couldn’t find partnering relationships 
that were genuine, caring, supportive 
and nurturing.  

Our years of ministry training had 
prepared us well for church planting. 
But this one thing was lacking: healthy 
relationships with an organization 
committed to the same value. Then, 
Laura and I started attending North-
Star Community Church, a BCM/D 
congregation in Monrovia, Md., dur-
ing the summer of 2005. We quickly 
began to realize that finding those 
partnering, nurturing relationships 
was not just a dream anymore. The 
story of the birth of NorthStar showed 
us that you don’t have to do 
it alone.

We had never experi-
enced the kind of partner-
ing support that we began 
to find with the BCM/D.  
From the start, Laura and I 
knew that the BCM/D had 
a high priority on planting 
healthy, thriving churches 
because of what we saw at 
NorthStar. Kevin Marsico, 
pastor of NorthStar Com-
munity Church, began to 
share his heart and vision 
for a church planting move-
ment during his Sunday 
morning talks and also 
privately with us.  

The vision that he 
shared was different than 
what I had heard elsewhere about 
church planting. He talked about 
being in relationship with a number 
of Baptist organizations. The vision 
began to resonate with us because 
we had longed to be in these kinds of 
relationships if we were going to start 
churches. Marsico continually talked 
about his relationship with his local 
association (Blue Ridge Association) 
and the BCM/D, and how they didn’t 
just “talk the talk” – they actually 
were coming alongside of him to 
make sure that he was doing things 
that would help NorthStar grow in a 
healthy way. And, today, NorthStar 
church is just over four years old with 
over 350 people in weekly attendance. 
He couldn’t have done it alone.

As I observed the relationships 
and support that Marsico and North-
Star received, I began to  pray more 
specifically about God’s will for 
Laura and me to be church planters, 
sent out by NorthStar. We desired to 
experience these multiple, supportive 

relationships, too. Soon, God began 
to move in my heart in clear, tangible 
ways.  

For instance, I decided to attend 
a Church Planter’s “Discovery Day” 
led by David Jackson, who coordi-
nates church planting for the BCM/D. 
David’s passion and heart to help start 
healthy, growing churches was very 
evident as he taught the workshop. 
He was able to help each potential 
planter begin to surmise if God was 
really calling them to plant a church or 

not. During the workshop, David also 
described that we wouldn’t be doing 
this alone. There would be numerous 
entities who wanted to help the church 
planter succeed, including a parent 
church, other partnering churches, a 
local association, the BCM/D and the 
North American Mission Board.   

Laura and I were now convinced 
that the Lord was leading us to step 
out and plant a reproducing church 
somewhere near our home in German-
town, Md.  Pastor Marsico began to 
introduce us to people in other Baptist 
organizations that we would partner 
with us. One of those organizations 
was the local association in our area, 
the Montgomery Baptist Association.  
We met Ron Blankenship, director 
of missions. Right away, I sensed a 
kindred spirit with Ron because of his 
passion for people without Christ, his 
servant heart and his expertise and 
experience in church planting.  

The next step for us was the assess-
ment weekend at the Skycroft Confer-
ence Center. We were excited about 

following the process that the BCM/D 
had developed to assess potential 
planters. If we found confirmation of 
our call at the assessment weekend, 
then we felt it would only add to our 
own sense of confidence before the 
Lord that His hand was truly on us to 
plant churches in this area.  

We went there not really knowing 
what to expect. The first thing that we 
realized was that there was an array 
of seasoned planters and ministry 
staff from various local associations 

that were truly there to help the 
planters in any way that they 
could. And, we were with other 
potential planters with whom we 
bonded quickly because of our 
common calling and passion to 
start churches.  

It was an experience that 
we will always remember. Even 
other associations and pastors 
from around the state wanted to 
help us in any way possible! We 
had been praying and looking 
for relationships like this for 
quite some time.  

Soon we were receiving 
training and securing a coach 
to assist us on this journey. 
From our very first meeting, Bill 
Crowe, Mid-Maryland director of 
missions, our coach for the next 

six months, jumped right in with both 
hands and began to help us examine 
part of our start up plan.  Bill asked 
probing questions and showed that he 
genuinely cared about what we were 
doing. It was obvious that he wasn’t 
doing it out of duty. It was his passion!  

I’ve been in many partnering type 
of relationships over the years, and I 
have usually come away with a feeling 
that they really cared more about what 
they would get out of it, and not so 
much about me or what was best for 
the ministry I was leading. Not so in 
this case. Laura and I sense, perhaps 
for the first time, that we have finally 
found the kind of relationship that we 
have been looking for: one that will 
help us build healthy, reproducing 
churches to impact thousands in our 
community and beyond!      

Dan Cotter is a new church planter for The 
Church Upcounty in upper Montgomery 

County. He can be reached at dan@upcounty.
org or by phone at (301) 787-8480.   

We found the support needed to begin The Church Upcounty

Kevin Marsico, pastor of NorthStar; Dan Cotter, planter 

at The Church Upcounty and Jorge Fonseco, BCM/D 

consultant for Hispanic Church Development.

A work team from First Church, 
Beltsville, visited a sister church, 
First Baptist of Waveland, Miss., to 
assist in the cleanup and repair of 
Hurricane Katrina damage. 

The group of eight men, includ-
ing Pastor Keith Holland, Mike 
Anzelone, George Tavenner, Ken 
Taylor, Will Jenkins, Scott Williams, 
Bryan Bailey and Jeffrey Goodwin 
did drywall removal and replace-
ment, electrical repair and painting, 
while helping in the restoration of 
the sanctuary of FBC Waveland. They 
also began cleaning up and repairing 
a disabled Waveland Congregation 
member’s home. 

The team shared their testi-
monies when they returned home, 
thanking God for the gifts He be-
stowed on the team, allowing them 
to accomplish the work needed. They 
also thanked God for the fellowship 
and enhanced friendships the men 
shared during the trip. 

Holland said the team is very in-
terested in returning to Mississippi. 
He said there are many opportunities 
there to serve the Lord. 

Susquehanna Association

First Church, Havre de Grace, 
has an event called “Fresh Fire” once 
a month. The special worship service 
targets youth and young adults and 
features a live band, drama, creative 
movement and illustrated messages. 

The Church at Riverside, Bel-
camp, collects used printer cartridges. 
They ship them back to the original 
manufacturers and receive $3 per 
cartridge, which is used for local mis-
sions. The church has exercise classes 
on Wednesday nights for women. The 
ladies bring their favorite exercise 
videos and enjoy the fellowship while 
getting in shape. 

Western Association

Pleasant View Church, Oakland, 
celebrated its Centennial on April 22 
and 23 with a special music presenta-
tion, a narrated video showing the 
history of the church, greetings from 
former pastors and a luncheon. The 
anniversary theme is The Faithfulness 
of God.”

The church and the area around 
it have a rich history. William Faust, 
founder of Pleasant View, (and found-
er of Deep Creek Church) originally 
established the church at Loch Lynn, 
an area that in the late 1800’s and 
early 1900’s developed a reputation for 
immorality. Nearby at Mountain Lake 
Park, people were coming to hear 
traveling preachers, such as Billy Sun-
day. In fact, the popular saying was 
“If you want to sin, go to Loch Lynn. 
For Jesus’ sake, go to Mountain Lake.” 
Wally Weeks, pastor of Pleasant View, 
said railroad tracks ran between Loch 
Lynn and Mountain Lake. Loch Lynn 
was clearly “on the wrong side of the 
tracks,” Weeks chuckled. 

The church’s history committee 
found Faust’s handwritten notes from 
when he began the church in 1906. 

In 1971, the church outgrew its 
Loch Lynn location and moved to 
an area with three acres of land in 
Oakland, just two miles from the 
old church. They’re currently raising 
funds and will soon begin a building 
project to add educational and fellow-
ship space. 

Bill Overton (Va.), Rick Hancock (MD/

DE), Robert Chapman (Penn/S. Jersey) 

and Leah Porter (MD/DE) are given 

a tour of LifeWay following a SBC 

Committee on Nominations meeting 

in Nashville, Tenn.

continued from page three
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By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

 
CONAKRY, Guinea – Wanted: 

a mission team to travel several 
hours from capital city to several 
remote villages in an opportunity of 
a lifetime to be the first evangelical 
witness in a yet-to-be-defined people 
group.

Will include potentially haz-
ardous travel on mountainous dirt 
roads; unsure reception from village 
leaders; a mixture of unknown tribal 
languages; and the chance to witness 
firsthand the devastation of drought.

Such was the opportunity given 
to four Baptist Convention of Mary-
land/Delaware short-term mission-
aries who answered the call in the 
central region of Guinea, West Africa, 
in March.

The call presented several power-
ful moments:

 
Merci Dieu! Merci Dieu!

In one of the villages, a gentle 
man named Samuel (not his real 
name) caught a ride back to the 
hospital to treat injuries sustained in 
a fall. With high spirits, nine people 
jammed into the worn-out jeep.

Samuel, whose stark white tradi-
tional Muslim regalia accentuated his 
deep black skin, steadied himself in 
the back seat, flinching as tires jerked 
in the road’s cavities, which were 
dug in torment by the previous rainy 
seasons.

Seated to his left was an animat-
ed, worshipful Gary dressed in his 
characteristic bright orange muscle 
shirt emblazoned with the words: 
“Jesus… to God be the glory!”

As Gary sang out praise songs 
and clapped his hands, Shannon, a 
pastor’s wife, read aloud Scriptures 
directly related to Jesus healing indi-
viduals.

In her pauses, Gary joyfully 
shouted, “Merci Dieu! Merci Dieu! 
(Thank You, 
God! Thank 
You, God!),” 
to the great 
delight of 
the jeep’s 
hitchhikers, 
who were 
piled in the 
cargo area. 
Every time 
Gary shared 
thanksgiv-
ing, a man 
with a rifle 
clapped his 
hands and 
grinned 
brightly.

Softened 
by the experi-
ence, Samuel 
bowed his 
head in 
reverence. 
He lifted his 
shirt, and in 
a culturally 
incongruent 
fashion, invit-
ed Shannon 
to lay hands 
upon his ban-
daged wound 
and pray.

In the 
front seat, 
growing bolder by the minute, the 
team’s interpreter shared the story of 
God from Genesis to Jesus with his 
companion passenger, who listened 
with intensity, often challenging with 
his own Muslim understandings. 
A former Muslim, Ibrahim shared 
how God changed his life, all while 

adeptly maneuvering through the 
rocky terrain.

In the swirl of the two hours’ 
drive, languages weaved together as 
the teammates pounded the heavens 
with belief that God can and will 
heal and that He will reveal Himself 
to those who seek Him.

The day closed with extreme ex-
hilaration, but the next day presented 
extreme sadness.

 
Of course, her name is Sarah.

After meeting with the next 
village’s imam (Muslim spiritual 
leader), praying specifically over 
his health issues, and receiving the 
enormously hospitable gift of a live 
goat and a bowl of uncooked rice, the 
team began the customary tour of the 
village.

The men followed the village 
leaders, who revealed how a severe 
drought had left them with unclean 
water and the beginning signs of 
famine.

Meanwhile, a young woman 
named Rebecca (not her real name) 
asked the team’s women to visit in-
side the next building.

As their curious eyes adjusted to 
the dark room, the American mis-
sionaries fell immediately to their 
knees. On the hard, cold floor was a 
woman lying on a palette – unmov-
ing, obviously ready to expire.

Childlike in her appearance, half 
of the woman’s body was wrapped 
in a sheet, with her exposed ribcage 
revealing her starvation. Her long 
bony arms remained motionless as 
the teammates poured out heart-
felt tears and prayers asking God to 
save her from death, from an eternity 
without Him.

Lori reached out to Rebecca, who 
revealed her own sad tears. Rebecca 
shared the dying woman’s name: 
Sarah. Of course.

After praying and softly singing 
for over an hour, Angela and Shan-

non reached down 
to kiss Sarah’s 
culturally unclean 
left hand, leaving 
it wet with their 
tears.

In response, 
Sarah’s own eyes 
overflowed with 
tears.

With great dif-
ficulty, yet beau-
tiful grace, she 
raised her weak-
ened arms, folded 
her hands to-
gether and slightly 
bowed her head 
in thanksgiving. 
Where there once 
was stillness and 
death was now 
light and longing.

Her face 
shined.

 
The harsh reality

As of Decem-
ber 2005, research 
has shown that 
of the 22 West 
African countries, 
there are about 
385 West African 
people groups 
(with a total popu-
lation of around 

10 million) who are less than 2 percent 
Christian and have little or no evan-
gelical witness. By definition, these 
groups are considered “unengaged.”

“They are people who, to the best 
of our knowledge, have NEVER heard 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ!” explains 
team leader Dan Sheffield.

International Mission Board mis-
sionaries, such as Greg and Angela 
Queen, painstakingly identify and 
research these groups and develop 
and implement a plan to ensure they 
have access to the Gospel.

But they are only a part of the 
few who can do the ministry. IMB 
personnel are engaging only 52 
people groups, representing 28 
percent of the population. Short-term 
volunteers, such as Gary Henneken, 
Lori Lorenzo and Shannon Baker, are 

a necessary and vital part of accom-
plishing this task.

To that end, short-term mis-
sionaries and churches are urged to 
adopt a people group (see sidebar 
below) and contribute to projects, 
such as the digging of wells, to help 
villages in need. 

For more information, contact 
Sheffield at World Missions and 
Partnerships at (800) 605-0355, 

missiontrips@aol.com, or 105 Wilson 
Street, Havre de Grace, MD 21078. 

West Africa adventure brings extreme excitement, sadness

Why adopt a people group?
There are 24 people groups in West Africa who have no work among 
them. These people have no Christian influence. Your prayers for them 
may be the only prayers that are lifted on their behalf.

What does is mean to adopt a people group?
• Focus your prayers, both personally and corporately on a people 

group.

• Join (or form) a team to promote the needs of your people group to 
other churches and Christians.

• Join a missionary team on the field by going on Vision Trips, Prayer-
walks and other volunteer trips that may be needed to make a path 
for Gospel.

• Partner to see villages start an indigenous church plant and continued 
discipleship.

Upcoming opportunities 
Two mission trips are already scheduled for this summer:

• July 1-11, Guinea, Bill O’Dell from Ogletown (Del.) Baptist Church to 
scout opportunities for well-digging. Cost: $2,250.

• July 7-16, Southern Senegal, Stan Graham of Pathways Church in Bel 
Air, Md., to continue work among the Jolla people group. Cost: $2,500.

• A “Living Water Fund” has been established to raise donations for 
well projects in West Africa. Contributions may be made to World 
Missions and Partnerships, 105 Wilson St., Havre de Grace, MD 21078. 

Lori Lorenzo, Shannon Baker, Dan Sheffield and Gary Hanneken traveled to 

Guinea, West Africa, to visit villages in remote mountainous areas where the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ has yet to be heard. Though travel was often dangerous, 

these BCM/D missionaries were warmly received by villagers.
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World Vision representatives 
are helping Elliott pinpoint the best 
areas to stop, where he’ll get the best 
speaking opportunities. 

In preparation for the trip, El-
liott, during his junior year of high 
school, began making calls to various 
companies for support and they’ve 
responded in an amazing way. Cel-
lular phone companies are donating 
phones to the young men going on 
the trip. Gas stations donated gas 
cards to keep the bus going. One sign 
company donated $9,000 worth of 
labor. 

Their cause has received laptops, 
televisions, electronic planners, live 
video feed and other goods and 
services to keep them well connected 
and able to get the job done the most 
efficient way possible. When they’re 
back in Maryland sometime in Au-
gust or September, they will sell the 

equipment they receive and donate 
the money to the new schools. 

“Every cent from the trip this 
summer goes to Africa,” Elliott prom-
ised. 

The team has raised as much 
money as possible to fund the bus trip, 
and they are opening the fund now to 
raise the goal of $250,000 to help the 
people in Africa as much as possible. 

Aside from ministering to these 
people’s spiritual and educational 
needs, Living Hope has also raised 
funds to install bathrooms, wells and 
to provide food for others in Africa. 

“It’s really a grass roots effort,” 
Karen Kartes, World Vision public 
relations representative says. “He’s so 
driven. He really feels like God gave 
him this vision”

For more information about Living 
Hope and Elliott’s bus trip, visit their 
website,  http://www.lhbustrip.com.

Maryland teen offers “Living Hope” to AIDS stricken African children

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

TANEYTOWN, Md. — Last fall, 
Taneytown Church started a Wednes-
day night 
“Kid’s 
ROCK” 
ministry 
for families. 
The church 
didn’t have 
a significant 
children’s 
program, 
so members 
were elated 
when eight 
kids and 
their par-
ents began 
attending. Then those kids brought 
friends. And the friends brought their 
parents. Now the church has 25-30 

children and their parents each week. 
Most of them are unchurched.  

David Doss, worship and chil-
dren’s pastor, said the church has 
wanted to move to a family based 

ministry for 
some time. 

 “We 
have the kids 
for three or 
four hours 
a week. The 
most spiri-
tual impact 
that’s tak-
ing place is 
at home,” 
Doss said. 
By provid-
ing ministry 
to parents 

and their children, the church has 
a greater opportunity to impact the 
home, Doss said. 

The “Kid’s ROCK” program 
is based on scriptural virtues and 
includes loud upbeat music with lots 
of movement, funny sitcom like skits 
with familiar characters that face a 
variety of problems. Then there’s the 
resolution. A storyteller then shares 
a Bible story that correlates with the 
skit. There are also hosts – a comic 
host and a credible host who banter 
back and forth, talking about what’s 
been shared. 

“It works out that we share the 
gospel twice a month,” Doss said. 
Kids aren’t asked to come forward, 
but leaders invite them to talk to a 
leader if they want to know more 
about asking Jesus into their hearts.

In addition to the music and story, 
kids, and their parents, are challenged 
to learn Bible verses and they earn 
rewards.

Each week one child is highlight-
ed. When the kids begin attending 

they fill out forms that tell their pets’ 
names, favorite foods, etc. “Momma 
Peggy,” a weekly character, comes 
out and begins sharing little bits 
about one child and the other chil-
dren have to guess who that child is. 
The kid picked becomes the “special 
child” of the week and gets to wear a 
special hat and gets a huge chocolate 
bar. 

Doss said the program is different 
than anything the church has used 
before. It’s very modern. The music is 
very loud and contemporary and the 
language in the skits is in today’s ver-
nacular and they’re very funny. The 
result, Doss said, is that people are 
becoming comfortable coming to the 
church and relationships are forming. 

“Kid’s ROCK” will stop in May 
for a summer break, but the church 
will host fun events through the sum-
mer months before starting up again 
in the fall. 

“Kid’s ROCK” at Taneytown Church

ADVERTISEMENTS

Join us July 28-29 (Friday 2PM to Saturday 2PM) 
at Skycroft for BCM/D’s Horizons conference! 

• To celebrate through media, music and message!
• To discover practical and proven ideas, techniques, and resources 

for use in your church
• To receive quality training to help you as you minister in your 

church
• To meet your needs through teaching, learning, worship, dialog 
 and fellowship

56 conferences to choose from on topics such as:

New for 2006!

Senior pastors 

are free!

• Technology
• Missions
• Prayer
• WMU
• Preaching 
• Stress and Burnout
• Sunday School 
• Small Groups

Disaster Relief
Age graded ministries
Deacons
Discipleship
Recreation
Grief Crisis
Evangelism
and many more!

For more information call (800) 466-5290 ext. 226, email 
dshiflett@bcmd.org or visit www.yourbcmd.org/horizons06
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By Shannon Baker
National Coorespondent

BALTIMORE, Md. – Around 50 
ministers of education (ME’s) from at 
least three Baptist state conventions 
have signed up to 
give of their time 
and resources to 
help Baltimore-
area churches 
with their Sunday 
school and small 
group programs.

Through 
LifeWay Chris-
tian Resources,   
BCM/D churches 
in the Baltimore 
area will be given 
the opportunity 
to have a ME con-
sult with them for 
a two-year period. 

These MEs, 
primarily from 
the Florida, 
Mississippi and 
North Carolina 
Baptist Conven-
tions, will es-
sentially serve as 
“satellite staff members,” volunteer-
ing their time to help promote the 

development and health of disciple-
ship programs in the Baltimore 
Baptist Association and surrounding 
associations.

“It’s a tremendous commitment,” 
shares Sharon Smith, a LifeWay 

network specialist 
who is organizing 
these partner-
ships.

Smith, a 
church growth 
consultant for 25 
years, is a for-
mer minister of 
education at three 
Florida churches, 
Flamingo Road 
Church in Coo-
per City; and 
Morningside and 
Lakeview church-
es in Tallahassee.

Though 
LifeWay will pay 
for the consul-
tants’ meals and 
accommodations, 
they person-
ally will pay their 
traveling expens-
es, she said.

 “A consultant will be enlisted for 
every church according to what the 

church needs,” she specified, point-
ing to her effort to match churches 
with MEs who have expertise in 
their preferred method of disciple-
ship training, whether it is a Sunday 
school or small group model. 

She also seeks to appropriately 
make matches based on specific lan-
guage, cultural, and stage of church 
life considerations.

 “We seek to help pastors and 
their leaders where they are now and 
to help move them to the next level,” 
she said.

The first step is for pastors to 
enlist the Sunday school (or educa-
tion) directors who will be trained in 
the process of developing a compre-
hensive church education program. 
Smith will match these leaders with 
the appropriate ME, who will work 
with the church in understanding its 
current situation.

In October, a two-day seminar 
will focus on the role of the educa-
tional leader and how he or she car-
ries out that role. 

For instance, Sunday school 
directors will gain a new under-
standing about the importance of 
their role, how to build and grow a 
strong Sunday school team, how to 
reach people for Christ and develop 
life-transforming teaching and how 

to build a strategy for their Sunday 
school. 

The consultants and church team 
members will develop a written 
plan to address any needs, giving 
definition to the next two to five 
years. They will maintain contact on 
a monthly or quarterly basis for en-
couragement and to track progress.

A second meeting in March 2007 
is planned for teams and consultants 
to come together and evaluate the 
effort.

The ultimate goal is to strengthen 
existing churches and strengthen the 
process for starting new churches.

 “Our inner city churches don’t 
have Sunday school directors because 
they don’t have Sunday schools,” 
Mitch Dowell, BCM/D urban strat-
egist, shared, explaining that the 
pastor doesn’t have time to lead the 
Sunday school.

 “We would like the smallest 
churches, with the least amount of 
resources, to have a Sunday school 
program [or similar Christian educa-
tion program],” he shared. “The goal 
is to grow and produce people who 
are biblically sound and growing and 
discipling others.”

He added, “As people learn God’s 
Word and the church grows, then the 
church can grow to have more staff.”

Ministers of education become ‘satellite staff’ to Baltimore churches

Dear Counselor,
Our church seems to lose pastors 

every couple of years.  Some conflict will 
erupt and either they leave or we ask 
them to leave. Are we just bad at select-
ing pastors, or is it something else?  
(Deacon, Baltimore Association)

Dear Deacon,
The national average for the tenure 

of pastors is between three and four 
years. This fact will bring you little 
comfort, however, and may reflect a more 
widespread difficulty in building the 
kind of trust that it takes to forge a long-
term relationship between a pastor and 
a congregation. It usually takes five to 
seven years in order to build a deep trust.

Your note that the departure of a 
pastor usually involves repeated conflict 
may suggest other issues. While conflict 
occurs in every relationship and has 
been a part of church history since its 
inception, conflict that results in the 
repeated termination or resignation of 
pastors usually indicates patterns of 
operation within the church that are not 
working. It is like a bad divorce where 
an alienated spouse chooses not to look 
at and change his or her style of relat-
ing. In that case, if the person chooses 
to re-marry the chances of a second 
divorce are very high.

In some cases, a church may have 
experienced some form of trauma or 
severe loss in its history that was never 

worked through. For example, the tragic 
death or sudden departure of a beloved 
pastor, sexual misconduct, or the misap-
propriation of funds create powerful 
emotions that can remain stuck in the 
church system. The next several pastors 
may not know what hits them as they 
become the targeted recipients of these 
emotions and feel attacked.

A church may also lack a clear 
vision and mission. Since the vision 
and mission of a church operate as its 
“immune system,” it is open to a lot of 
“viruses” without such clarity. Many 
churches say that they will wait until 
the next pastor comes to bring them 
a vision and mission instead of doing 
some hard work ahead of time. This 

may leave them open to an inappropri-
ate pastoral candidate, or it may set up 
the next pastor for a “Savior” role that 
can never be fulfilled.

If conflict continues in your church, 
explore the possibility of a conflict 
mediation team coming to work with 
the church. If you are currently between 
pastors, look for an intentional interim 
pastor who will help you discover and 
work through issues that are creating 
ineffective patterns of operation.

Questions may be e-mailed to 
trodgerson@bcmd.org with the subject 

line indicating, “Dear Counselor.” Also, 
questions can be mailed to Tom Rodgerson, 
8203 Harford Road, Parkville, MD  21234.

“Dear Counselor” with CentrePointe Counseling, Inc..
“Why does our church keep losing pastors”

Sharon Smith, a LifeWay network 

specialist, is organizing parnerships 

between ministers of education 

in other parts of the country and 

Baltimore-area churches.

By Andrea Brazell

On the evening of March 17th, 
a bus, a trailer and a couple of 
vans were crammed full with 

66 college students, three campus 
ministers, four rather brave adults and 
a large quantity of luggage. They then 
proceeded to caravan to Pearlington, 
Miss., for the Baptist Student Minis-
try’s 2006 spring break mission trip. 

Why this obscure location, you 
may ask. It’s quite simple. In the fall of 
2005 a natural disaster of catastrophic 
proportion struck the gulf coast, a 
level 5 hurricane named Katrina. 
While campuses still had conversa-
tions, meetings and discussions about 
where they should venture for spring 
break, it really was no question at all. 
There was only one place on all their 
minds and in all their hearts. 

The trip down was long, but 
worth it. Everyone was entranced 
by the devastation they saw around 
them. It was just like they had seen 
on TV, but now it lay in their midst. 
The area was speckled with remains 
of what used to be people’s homes, as 
well as shanties and trailers that had 
become their new temporary places 
of residence. However, for the most 
part, there were few people left in 

this small town. It was so quiet and 
gravely desolate. 

The vans rolled out around 9 am 
for the work sites. The next four days 
would involve 
mucking, cleaning, 
hauling, nail pull-
ing, hammering, 
framing and more, 
but it still seemed 
like the tiniest 
dent hadn’t even 
been made in the 
devastation that 
had ensued in the 
Pearlington area. 
Reason would 
suggest that even 
the small contribu-
tion that was being 
made was a help 
and beneficial, 
but there was still 
an overwhelming 
feeling of “it just wasn’t enough.” 

On their last night in Pearling-
ton, the students were worshipping 
together and sharing stories from the 
week. One student from Frostburg 
affectionately known as “T-Nate” 
shared a story from the framing site 
he had been at for the past four days. 
One of the guys from his crew was 

looking for a particular tool when 
another crewmember instructed him 
that it was in the “bathroom.” This 
brought great joy to the homeowner 

to hear people referring to compart-
ments in her house as actual rooms. 
The thing is, with only a handful of 
people and four days, not a whole lot 
of work could be accomplished, but 
hope was actually made tangible for 
that woman.

During this short time, I saw the 
body of Christ working together in 

one fluid motion, to selflessly give of 
themselves and help their fellow man. 
I saw many girls as well as several 
suave male individuals, who on any 

other occasion would 
have been appalled at 
the idea of being dirty, 
sleeping in a crowded 
room and using a port-
a-potty, do all this and 
more with no com-
plaints. I saw people 
whose personalities 
clearly clashed working 
together, side-by-side 
to rebuild someone’s 
home. I saw the face of 
Christ in those col-
lege students, who had 
given up their spring 
break of which they 
could have been road 
tripping to the Caroli-
nas or sunbathing on a 

Florida beach, but instead gave it up 
to serve the one they all call Lord and 
to give hope to those who have been 
in such desperate need of it. 

 
Andrea Brazell is a BSM student at Anne 

Arundel Community College and
2006 summer missionary 

to the Philippines.

Students bring hope to Pearlington, Miss., on spring break



By Kathy Dean
University of Mobile 

Director of Public Relations

MOBILE, Ala. — Having 
fun on the warm, white-sand 
beaches of the Gulf Coast was a 
top priority for many Alabama 
college students over spring 
break. But 23 students from 
the University of Mobile had 
a different plan: to blitz chilly 
Kent Island, Md., with the love 
of Christ.

According to Jeff Pearson, 
pastor and co-church planter of 
The Bridge, the year-old church 
plant the students partnered 
with, they could hardly have 
come to an area with a greater 
need: 95 percent of the island’s 
residents don’t attend an evan-
gelical church. 

“It was neat to see a huge 
mission field in our own coun-
try on that one little island,” 
said Stephanie Barnes, a sopho-
more elementary and early 
childhood education major.

The idea for The Bridge be-
gan when David Orr, pastor of 
Weems Creek Baptist Church, 
Annapolis, Md., and his con-
gregation saw a desperate need 
for a church plant to evangelize 
Kent Island. After spending over three 
years in prayer, they were thrilled when 
God sent the Pearsons, just the church 
planters they had been looking for.

Originally set to do international mis-
sions, Pearson, who was attending South-
ern Seminary, and his wife, Kim, along 
with their three children responded to the 
call from the Maryland/ Delaware Baptist 
Convention and met with Orr. Pearson 
and his family exactly fit the profile the 
church was searching for, and The Bridge 
was born.

“They knew what was needed here 
was an out-of-the-box approach,” said 
Pearson, who had spent 12 years in the 
corporate world before being called to 
ministry.

His church’s methods of ministry 
attest to its members’ willingness to think 
creatively.

“I’ve got a standing invitation to the 
Southern Baptist world: if you’ve got a 
missions team, come. We’ve got a heart to 
plug Christ into the community and get 
Him outside the walls of the church,” said 
Pearson.

That’s exactly what the students 
from the Baptist-affiliated University of 
Mobile helped The Bridge do, by perform-
ing contemporary Christian music and 
interacting with members of the Kent Is-
land community at an impressive assort-
ment of venues. These included a flower 
boutique, gas stations, restaurants, an ice 
cream shop, a super market and even a 
liquor store. 

“We wanted to reach people where 
they are with the love of Christ,” ex-
plained Pearson.

People’s interest in the band trans-
lated to interest in the church.

“The week they were here, we had 
four new families visit the church,” said 
Pearson. “The week after they left, there 
were three families, and this past week we 
had five new families visit. That’s 12 new 
families that have come here as a result of 
that ministry, and in a church plant, that’s 
phenomenal.”

One morning, the group even woke 
up at 4 a.m. to join Pearson in his weekly 
ministry at the docks of Chesapeake Bay. 
They served breakfast to, played music for 
and prayed with the watermen who were 
getting ready to begin their day.

The University of Mobile team was 
composed of two small bands that played 
at different places, and two service teams 
that traveled with the bands, passing out 
fliers and DVDs about The Bridge, speak-
ing with people about the church, and 
sharing Christ and praying with them. 

The bands combined, forming one large 
band to play two major concerts, one at 
Kent Island High School and one at Mata-
peake Elementary School.

Students were eager to brave the 
cold so they could “take contemporary 
Christian music and use it as a median to 
take a relevant and culturally significant 
message to a people who see church and 
faith as archaic,” said Justin Orr, one of 
the trip’s student leaders and a native of 
Annapolis, Md. 

Pearson was impressed with the 
students’ determination.

“The University of Mobile students 
were world-class musicians and mission-
aries. Their heart was enormous,” he said. 
“They left 85-degree weather to come 
to sometimes 20-degree weather, and 
the musicians played in conditions they 
shouldn’t have been able to play in.

“Not only did they press on, they did 
it with giant smiles, engaging hearts and 
an incredible enthusiasm.”

The temperatures, which generally 
stayed close to freezing that week, were 
definitely a challenge for the Southern 
team.

Matt Davis, a sophomore marine 
biology major with a heart for missions, 
said, “Most of us wore – no joke – 4 to 
5 layers. My outfit was long pants with 
tennis shoes, and I wore a t-shirt, a long-
sleeve athletic shirt, a fleece pullover, a 
rain jacket and a hat.”

Davis added that the weather prob-
ably added to the initial shock factor of 
their performances.

“They weren’t ready for seeing 
people with Southern accents in the cold 
playing music in random places,” he said.

But students’ willingness to perform 
in the cold garnered them extra attention, 
and people responded with interest and 
enthusiasm.

Kennedy Mulinge, a freshman busi-
ness major from Kenya and a member of 
the University of Mobile soccer team, was 
encouraged by people’s positive reactions.

“When we were talking to people,” 
he said, “we thought that they may reject 
it, but God had walked before us and 
made their heart to be softer, so we were 
able to tell them about the church, tell 
them about Christ, and God used us as 
His vessels.” 

Some people even felt drawn to at-
tend multiple events.

“Some people would follow us from 
place to place or ask where we were going 
to be next, especially when we played 
the two big concerts,” said Orr. “Seeing 
people we’d met throughout the day come 
to another event was extremely reward-
ing.”

Sarah Beth Shepherd, a freshman 
theatre major, added, “It was really neat 

to see the impact we were able to have. 
God showed favor on us. It was so excit-
ing to depend on the Lord and see how 
He was working.”

The trip was organized by the Univer-
sity of Mobile’s Campus Ministries.

“Campus Ministries is an organiza-
tion that exists to win, build and send 
students for Christ,” said Neal Ledbetter, 
director of campus ministries at Universi-
ty of Mobile. “Through ministry, missions 
and service opportunities, students have 
a chance to impact lives and change the 
world.” 

The idea for the mission to Kent Island 
was birthed when student ministry lead-
ers decided the program needed a new 
kind of missions trip. 

“Campus Ministries already did a lot 
of local trips-regional, Southern trips-and 
the University Missions program in our 
School of Christian Studies does a lot of 
international trips,” said Ledbetter. “So 
we asked ourselves, ‘What can we do to 
bridge the gap?’”

The solution he, Justin Orr and 
Monica Zabala, both student leaders in 
Campus Ministries, proposed was a trip 
called “The Bridge,” which shared its 
name with the church plant University of 
Mobile worked with. The journey would 
be longer than Urban Plunge, the school’s 
existing 48-hour regional mission trips, 
and would be a North American mission 
trip that took students out of their local 
comfort zone.

Working with a church plant was a 
priority.

“It’s like taking a typical ministry and 
combining it with missions. By going with 
a church plant, we’re reaching people who 
have never heard the gospel or aren’t in a 
church,” said Ledbetter.

Orr added, “We like the idea of being 
part of a ministry that we would be able to 
grow. This is a way for us in these first two 
years of The Bridge to really be an agent 
of change in moving and helping to push 
them along.”

Orr is the son of David Orr, pastor of 
Weems Creek, so the connection from UM 
to The Bridge fell easily into place. Pastor 
Orr served as the go-between between 
University of Mobile and The Bridge to 
make the trip a reality.

“There was already a natural connec-
tion, already natural relationships,” said 
Ledbetter. 

Not only did the trip expand the 
University of Mobile Campus Ministries’ 
outreach, it was also the first to use a new 
format: taking a trip one year later to the 
same place.

“It’s actually kind of rare for these 
kinds of mission trips to go back to exactly 
the same place,” said Ledbetter. “But that 
will give us an opportunity to follow up.”

Students who participated were able to 
establish relationships this year and will be 
able to see the progress the church makes 
through next spring.

“It’s always nice to see 
the results of what you do,” 
said Orr. “It isn’t always 
possible, but it’s neat to 
come back and say, ‘This is 
a product of us being here. 
God is still faithful, God has 
worked, and we can contin-
ue to trust Him to do these 
things.”

Zabala, a junior English 
education major, added, “We 
didn’t want to do something 
for a week and leave it. We 
wanted to go and plant a 
seed that could grow and 
that we could go back and 
help tend to. I want these 
students that go to be en-
couraged to do this kind of 
thing in other places.”

 “It’s not like we’re there, 
and now we’re done, and 
then we write off that part 
of our lives,” said Davis. “I 
know a lot of us are keeping 
up with some of the people 

from The Bridge so we can 
see where the growth is and 
so we can see how God’s used 
our days there to promote the 

church and grow the believer body on Kent 
Island.”

The trip especially emphasized the 
importance of North American missions to 
the students.

“A lot of people on Kent Island hadn’t 
heard of Jesus. It’s kind of shocking 
because I didn’t expect that*I definitely 
think missions is something we should be 
doing as a day-to-day thing,” said Davis. 
“It shouldn’t be about a weekend trip, or 
a week trip, for us to be doing mission 
work.”

For Zabala, the trip also highlighted 
the importance of having a servant’s heart.

“On this trip, I learned that when you 
genuinely love and serve people, they re-
spond. And we got to see that happen over 
and over,” she said. “God starts warming 
their hearts, and then you can start talking 
with them about the Lord.”

Students saw such service and love 
modeled to them by members of The 
Bridge who provided them with food, 
shelter and heaters and were attentive to so 
many of their needs.

“Something really memorable for me 
was working with that church and how 
they served us when we had come to serve 
them,” said Zabala.

The Bridge, in turn, has been greatly 
served by its parent church, Weems Creek. 
Pearson said that, from the beginning, the 
church has supported The Bridge all the 
way.

“Weems Creek should serve as an 
inspiration for all churches to see what 
they can do in planting churches if their 
hearts are plugged in,” said Pearson, citing 
the church’s abundant prayer support, 
their willingness to wait for God to send 
the right candidate and their sacrificial 
financial support. 

“They said, ‘We’ll be with you all the 
way,’ and here’s the most important thing: 
they have,” said Pearson. “And Dr. David 
Orr has been a mentor and a coach to me 
and has helped me tremendously through 
the minefields of ministry.”

Pearson knows that the servanthood 
of Weems Creek, The Bridge, and Universi-
ty of Mobile students will reach far beyond 
this world.

“I personally want to thank God, the 
folks at Weems Creek Baptist and the folks 
of the University of Mobile. Together we’ve 
made an impact in eternity, and I am so 
thankful,” Pearson said.

For more info on The Bridge or to contact 
Jeff Pearson about ministry opportunities, call 

(443) 262-2422, or visit the website at 
www.HISbridge.com. 
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University of Mobile students Lauren Ramege and Meghan Bishop, and a member of the year-old Kent 

Island church plant “The Bridge,” pray with two watermen who are preparing to begin a day of work on 

Chesapeake Bay. Photo courtesy of Bryan McBournie of The Bay Times.

College students blitz Kent Island for Christ over spring break



May 2006 Page 9

By Lee Taylor

[Editor’s Note: Due to the special sen-
sitivity to security issues, the writer is 
using a pen name.]

MIDDLE EAST - It was the per-
fect opportunity. 

While Muslim proselytizers 
shared the fundamentals of their 
faith, a team of Christian missionar-
ies respectfully, frankly and con-
cisely pointed out the inconsistencies 
they found in the Koran.

The conversation was compel-
ling, shared the team leader (un-
named for security reasons).

He surmised that if somehow 
their team could create doubt, maybe 
the Middle Eastern Muslims would 
look more closely at their faith. 
Perhaps, he hoped, they would be 
drawn to the truth found in the Injil 
(New Testament) that is referenced 
in the Koran.

Obviously shaken, the Muslim 
men ended the conversation and the 
American team members left. 

Later, in God’s providence, at an 
airport’s baggage claim in New York, 
they ran into the young intern who 
had observed the conversation. 

 “I never knew there were so 
many contradictions in the Koran,” 
she confessed. “I must check into 
these contradictions for myself.”

Her words were the perfect 
answer to the mission team’s bold 
endeavor. 

In early 2006, volunteers from 
the Maryland/Delaware and Utah/
Idaho Baptist Conventions traveled 
to the Middle East to pray specifi-
cally for the Muslim Arabs, a very 
unreached people group. 

With a love that casts out fear, 
this group went into the region with 
an open heart to share the love of 
Jesus Christ.

“At no time did I feel afraid or 
look over my shoulder,” shared a fe-
male team member, who was pleased 
with how friendly and hospitable the 
Arabs were. 

Dressed in the traditional Middle 
Eastern black abayas (floor-length 
robes), the American women pur-
posefully reached out to young 
women in the country’s malls, at-
tempting to bridge gaps and dispel 
stereotypes about each other. 

“They really are interested in 
Americans,” a female missionary 
noted. “What they see in the movies 
and Hollywood is what they think 
we are.” 

“Please go home and tell the 
people that we are not like the ter-
rorists,” one young Arab agreed. 
“We want to communicate with you 
and you to communicate with us!”

For some of the team members, 
this was the third or fourth time in 
the region. It was obvious to them 
that God was opening doors so that 
the Gospel could be shared with a 
people group that previously had 
little access to it.

“We openly prayed and sang 
our praise songs,” the team rejoiced. 
“The freedom we experienced this 
time was unbelievable.”

The team attributes a three-
year-old people group Advocacy 
Network, a multi-denominational 
voluntary group of people who are 
committed to seeing these Arabs 
evangelized, for paving the way for 
outreach through their organized 
prayer and strategy development. 

The Network’s vision is to lead 
the church around the world to dedi-
cated spiritual, human, and financial 
resources to see a church planting 
movement among the Arabs.

Dressed in a traditional Muslim 
thobe (long gown-like robe), this 
year’s team leader shared his ulti-

mate vision: “My prayer is that many 
men dressed in garb like this will 
speak God’s Word from the pulpit.”

He added, “I went to [the Middle 

East] to look like a light bulb-a light 
in the darkness. I think that what’s 
God expects of us.”

Open doors evidenced in 

Middle East partnership

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

 
OAKLAND, Md. - Pleasant View 

Church members like puppets. In fact, 
they budget $4,000 each year for pup-
pet ministry. 

“The puppet ministry has taken 
off so much in the community that 
people don’t say ‘that’s the church 

with a good preacher’, 
they say ‘it’s the puppet 
church’,” Wally Weeks, 
pastor of Pleasant View 
laughed. 

Puppets are part of the 
Western Association’s fair 
ministry, they frolic and 
tell stories at town festivals 
and they share the gospel 
at Christmas. 

Each fall the com-
munity of Deep Creek 
has a three-day “Autumn 
Glory” festival when foli-
age hits its peak. The big 
event ends with a parade. 
And right in front of the 
grandstand, in front of 
about 1,000 people, Pleas-
ant View Church puppets 
are laughing, playing, and 
singing.

“They block the streets 
off and for the past fifteen 
years they’ve given us the 

go-ahead to set up in the street right 
in front of the grandstand and do 
ministry,” Weeks said. 

Church members crank out loud 
oldies music and the puppets do 
parodies and sing the songs with 
Christian lyrics. They joke around a 
lot and even set off confetti cannons. 

The Christmas show is huge, 
drawing about 2,000 people each 

year to see the puppets on a gigantic 
60-foot three-level stage. 

“People are blown away,” Weeks 
said. “We use black light puppetry, 
special effects with snow and smoke 
machines. It’s like a Jim Henson 
production – like something they 
get when they go on a trip to Disney 
World.”

Those who come to see the 
puppets at Christmas hear a gospel 
presentation. As a result, several 
families begin attending each year 
after the holidays. Some go on to 
make commitments to Christ. 

Weeks said the church began do-
ing puppet ministry about 17 years 
ago. When several members went 
away to a Christian college and came 
back trained in puppet ministry, 
they trained others and the ministry 
went to a new level. 

The puppet team has competed 
in One Way Production Puppet re-
gional events and last year they won 
first place. They hope to repeat that 
success this year. 

Weeks said churches interested 
in puppet ministry can find many 
resources online. Lifeway Christian 
Resources has puppetry material. 
Another puppet ministry site that 
includes training, supplies and 
competition information is http://
www.onewaystreet.com/ShowView/ 
category/8.

Frolicking puppets reach out to the 

community in a non-threatening way

ADVERTISEMENT

For: Boys completed grades 2-6 
and their adult counselors 

Where: Camp Wo-Me-To, 
Jarrettsville, MD 

When: 5 PM, Thursday, August 3 
through 3 PM, Sunday, August 6 

Registration/Payment 
Deadline: July 21  

Cost: $130 

Contact: Carol Batson, (800) 
466-5290, ext. 0 or cbatson@
bcmd.org

Camp Wo-Me-To offers boys and 
their counselors four non-stop days of 
excitement. Campers will go on hikes, 
participate in the famous outdoor 
scavenger hunt and make new friends 
in their cabins. Other activities include 
canoeing, games and sometimes 
we even go fishing. Campers will 
participate in a daily Bible study and 
Vesper service as well. 

ADVERTISEMENT
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By Bob Gerstmyer, Tim Durkin
and Tricia Walters

Baptist Family & Children’s Services

[Please note: this is the first in a series 
of articles on the impact of child abuse and 
neglect in churches. This article describes 
the risks churches run if they do not create 
“Safe Sanctuaries” for kids, and deals with 
identifying abuse and neglect. Subsequent 
installments will address taking precautions 
against abuse, healing a church after abuse 
has occurred, and the responsibilities and 
privileges of a pastor in dealing with abuse 
and neglect.]

Baptist Family offers churches a 
number of opportunities to improve and 
enhance their outreach 
to kids and families. One 
way in which we partner 
with churches is by shar-
ing methods to prevent 
child abuse and neglect.

Child abuse in all its 
forms is a major problem 
facing not only churches, 
but our society as a whole. 
Joy Metlon’s 2004 study 
Safe Sanctuaries reports 
that one out of every three 
girls and one out of every 
seven boys are sexually 
abused before the age of 
eighteen. In 2002, the US 
Department of Health and 
Human Services reported 
that 896,000 children were 
victims of abuse, neglect, 
or a combination of the two.

The effects of any kind of abuse 
or neglect on a child are dramatic and 
life-altering. A study published by 
the National Center on Child Abuse 
and Neglect states that “Because criti-
cal needs have not been met, [abused] 
children have been unable to master 
age-appropriate developmental tasks. 
These children may have had to expend 
considerable emotional energy surviving 
hostile or withholding environments, 

leaving little time to invest in routine 
developmental growth.”

Churches must work harder to 
create, in Metlon’s terms, “Safe Sanctuar-
ies.” Many churches have not taken child 
abuse prevention seriously, leaving the 
kids in their care-- and the continuation 
of their ministries--exposed to real risks.

Congregations are, of course, made 
up of people. By their nature, churches 
reach out to these people to help them 
connect to God and also to each other in 
a sharing, loving, familial way. Churches 
reach out to families and individual kids, 
offering activities like childcare and 
Vacation Bible Schools. A group called 
The Church Law and Tax Report offers 
four distinct reasons why these minis-

tries can become risks for 
a church.

First, the Church Law 
and Tax Report states that 
churches are trusting insti-
tutions. By extending trust 
to members (both old and 
new), churches may not be 
doing their best to protect 
the children in their care.

Second, too many 
churches have a lack of 
screening when they take 
on volunteers. Volunteers’ 
qualifications and back-
grounds must be screened. 
Easy, effective, and volun-
tary background checks 
should be made with fed-
eral and local law enforce-
ment agencies.

Third, the multiple and various 
church ministries to youth provide 
opportunity for a child abuser to prey 
upon a child. 

Fourth, churches have a pressing 
need for volunteers. In general, church-
es do too much with too few staff, and 
the need for volunteer support can seem 
more urgent than the need to seriously 
screen potential volunteers.

Appropriate background checks are 
a good first step to protecting your kids 

and your ministry from the devastating 
effects of child abuse and neglect. We 
will discuss background checks in detail 
in our next article. Churches should, as 
a start, call their insurance carrier and 
inquire about the carrier’s requirements 
regarding volunteer screening.

Even when your volunteers are 
properly screened, it is very important 
for everyone involved in child-centered 
ministries to be able to identify the 
signs of abuse and neglect. Children 
suffering from abuse often will not tell 
anyone about their situation. It is the re-
sponsibility of the adults charged with 
their care to be both knowledgeable and 
attentive. 

There are dozens of signs of poten-
tial child abuse, and we will only list 
a few here. If a child has unexplained 
bruises, burns, or cuts, those may be 
signs of abuse. Abused kids may also 
chronically run away from home, 
or wear clothes inappropriate to the 
weather in order to cover their body. 

Sexually abused kids may be 
promiscuous, or, at the other extreme, 
threatened by physical contact or close-
ness. They may also undergo massive 
weight change, demonstrate a lack 
of emotional control or connection to 
peers.

The risk of child abuse and neglect 
in church-based youth ministries is 
real, but putting good screening and 
supervision practices into place can 
help mitigate that risk. The first step to 
protecting the children in your church’s 
care, and to protect the continuation of 
your church’s ministry, is to recognize 
the risks facing your youth programs 
and to begin addressing those risks.

For more information, watch this 
column in the coming months or call 
Baptist Family’s Tricia Walters at (800) 
621-8834, ext. 118. 

BCM/D’s June Holland, children/
preschool ministries consultant can pro-
vide personal recommendations and has 
abundant resources available. She can be 
reached at (410) 290-5290, ext. 233.

Preventing child abuse and neglect in your churchEl Bethel 
members 
commissioned 
for missions 
service
continued from page one

Download Six Flags event brochure at www.yourbcmd.org/higherpower

Each team is responsible for a mis-
sions project to accomplish each year. 
The goal, Dixon said, is to have all the 
components working simultaneously.  

In 2005 El Bethel mission teams 
worked on local projects and they went 
to Florida, to North Carolina, to New 
York and to France. This year they 
helped in recovery work in New Orleans 
and plan to minister in Guyana later this 
month. 

Dixon will take a team of youth 
to New York to participate in Paint the 
Town and to Birmingham, Ala., for 
World Changers. 

Later this year, Dixon will travel to 
Liberia looking for a possible missions 
partnership and plans to go on a discov-
ery mission trip with NorthStar Church 
to Guatemala in November. 

“Last year we saw more individuals 
making themselves available and catch-
ing on to the vision of missions. Now 
when we announce that we’re going on 
a mission trip, people start making ar-
rangements to get off of work. They will 
use a week of their vacation. Some take 
off work without pay and most of the 
time they’re paying their own expenses.

 “The ultimate goal is to make El 
Bethel a missions outpost and to con-
tinue to develop an “otherness” spirit. 
I shared with our church that we’re all 
called into a relationship with God to do 
something. We want to be able to enter 
into the fabric of other people’s lives and 
not leave them the same way we found 
them. Our desire is to build lives by 
sharing God’s love, thus carrying out the 
great commission,” Dixon said. 

ADVERTISEMENT



PART-TIME PRESCHOOL TEACH-
ERS AND ASSISTANTS - Needed for 
two and three year old preschool classes. 
Teachers must have 90-hr preschool 
certification; CPR certificate with 2+ yrs 
experience preferred. For assistants: CPR 
and 1+ yr experience preferred. Schedule 
is 8:30-noon M & W. Please send resume 
to Glen Burnie Baptist Church at 7524 
Old Stage Rd, Glen Burnie, MD 21061 or 
email church@glanburniebaptist.org. For 
additional information, call Sara Moore 
at (410) 760-2588.

PART-TIME MUSIC DIRECTOR 
— Parkville Baptist Church is in need of 
a part time music director as of Jan. 30, 
2006. Competitive salary. If interested, 
please fax your resume to (410) 444-8050 
or mail to Parkville Baptist Church, 3309 
Taylor Ave., Baltimore, MD 21234.

CHURCH/SCHOOL SECRETARY 
— Send resume to Belair Baptist Church, 
PO box 796, Bowie, MD 20718.

TUTORS NEEDED — Christian home-
school tutorial needs science tutor(s). 
Classes begin in September. Call Sharon 
at (410) 544-3848 or email srmwriter@
hotmail.com.

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX YOUR AD 
Deadlines are the first business 
day of each month for the 
following month’s issue. 
Classified advertising is 75 cents 
per word ($18.00 minimum) for 
BCM/D churches and church 
members; 85 cents per word 
($20.00 minimum) for non-profit 
organizations; and 95 cents 
per word ($25.00 minimum) for 
commercial organizations. Word 
count does not include words 
with two letters or less. Contact 
us for display ad pricing. 

Acceptance of advertising 
does not constitute an 
endorsement of any advertiser’s 
products or services.

To Place an Ad
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Featuring author and 
missionary Tom Clegg!

Wednesday, May 24th      
9 AM – 4 PM
Greenbrier Baptist Church
20810 National Pike
Boonsboro, MD  21713
 
Thursday, May 25th
9 AM – 4 PM
The Baptist Center
10255 Old Columbia Road
Columbia, MD  21046

For more info visit 
www.yourbcmd.org/lostinamerica

2 great conferences at 4 locations!2 great conferences at 4 locations!
Only $5 per conference (includes lunch)Only $5 per conference (includes lunch)

Student Ministry Administration (Registration Deadline May 24)
June 3 @ FBC Hagerstown, FBC Waldorf and Valley, Balt.
June 10 @ FBC Elkton, FBC Laurel and Grace, Seaford

Adolescent Spiritual Formation (Registration Deadline August 24)
Sept. 9 @ FBC Hagerstown, FBC Waldorf and Valley, Balt.
Sept. 16 @ FBC Elkton, FBC Laurel and Grace, Seaford

To register call (800) 466-5290 ext. 232, email To register call (800) 466-5290 ext. 232, email 
charper@bcmd.org or visit us online at charper@bcmd.org or visit us online at 
www.yourbcmd.org. Pre-registration required.www.yourbcmd.org. Pre-registration required.  

Employment

For: Girls entering grades 4-12 
Where: Camp Wo-Me-To, 
Jarrettsville, MD 
When: July 9-14 
Cost: $160 per person
Registration deadline: June 9
Contact: www.yourbcmd.org/girlscamp06, Gail Noda at (800) 466-5290, ext. 218 
                  or email gnoda@bcmd.org

This year the camps for girls in grades 4-6 and 7-12, will be running at the same 
time, but in different locations on campus. Each camp will use the theme “Life on 
the Edge.” The girls will participate in daily Bible study, mission study with 
missionaries from IMB and NAMB, crafts, recreation, swimming and surprises.

• Concerts
• Worship Services
• Music Supply

• Banquets
• Revivals
• Conferences

now booking 

for Spring and 

Summer 2006!
PROXIMITY is seeking 
a sound technician, 
instrumentalists and vocalists.

Call Cindy Barlock at (443) 848-1312 
or send an email to barlockc@aol.com. 
For more about PROXIMITY, visit us 
online at www.yourbcmd.org/proximity.

PROXIMITY, the BCM/D Praise Team, 
is available for your next event!

Clarinet
Oboe
Bassoon
Violin
Viola
Cello
String Bass
Trumpet
French Horn

Alto Sax
Tenor Sax
Baritone Sax
Pianist
Rhythm Section:
  Drum Kit
  Bass Guitar
  Lead Guitar
  Rhythm Guitar

Instrumentalists 
needed:

If interested, contact Phil Respass at (410) 442-5506 or prespass@wecare.org.

BCM/D Family Fun Night
@ Orioles Park

Orioles versus the Nationals
June 23 , 7:05 PM

Tickets are only $13 ... and fireworks too!

Contact Carol at (800) 466-5290 
ext. 0 by June 14. Better hurry though!
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