
By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

 
BALTIMORE, Md.—Though 

the signing and celebrating of the 
covenant still needs to take place, it’s 
official: Baltimore will become the 
North American Mission Board’s new-
est Strategic Focus City.

 Baltimore Baptist Association 
pastors officially agreed to NAMB’s 
November 2005 invitation to form a 
partnership to focus national resourc-
es in local community service, church 
evangelism and church planting ef-
forts in the Baltimore area.

 For the past three years, Balti-
more area churches and associations, 
along with the BCM/D and other 
partners, have been actively embrac-
ing Baltimore with the love of Christ 
through many cooperative efforts, 
locally known as Embrace Baltimore.

 Accordingly, a real sense of bro-
kenness for the people and neighbor-
hoods of Baltimore began to overflow. 
An uneasiness for business as usual 
compelled Southern Baptist pastors 

from across the city to meet together 
to cry out to God, asking His Spirit 
to move across the city in compelling 
ways, ultimately leading to a con-
tinued partnership with NAMB and 
others.

 “I want to say ‘thank you’ to all 
of you,” BCM/D Executive Director 
David Lee said, responding to the 
news. “You have worked very hard to 
see this become reality. I am so proud 
to be a partner in ministry with you.”

While the remainder of 2006 
into 2007 will focus on continued 
preparation and coordination, the 
actual implementation is scheduled to 
launch in 2008 or 2009.

 The first two SFC cities, Chicago 
and Phoenix, implemented their 
initiatives in 2000. They were followed 
by Las Vegas and Boston in 2001, Se-
attle and Philadelphia in 2002, Miami 
in 2003-2004, and New York City in 
2003-2005. Cleveland, Ohio, is cur-
rently being implemented. 

 Ritche Carney, NAMB’s SFC coor-
dinator, who has worked closely with 
Baltimore Baptists, hopes Baltimore’s 

original Baptist heritage will come 
into national focus.

 Like Annie Armstrong who lived 
and ministered in Baltimore, “Baptists 
everywhere have the opportunity to 
invest in the lives of people,” he said, 
in an interview with BaptistLIFE.  
In the late 1800’s Annie Armstrong 
started ministries for widows, or-
phans, the poor, and the new immi-
grant populations of Baltimore.

 “Baltimore, particularly the Inner 
Harbor, is growing economically and 
educationally off the charts,” Carney 
said. Even so, like many cities across 
America, there are areas in which we 
can contribute to make a positive dif-
ference, he said.

 In the midst of Baltimore’s con-
tinuing growth, what he sees missing 
is relationships. His greatest hope of 
the SFC emphasis is that Christians 
mobilize to build relationships within 
the region, helping Baltimoreans and 
others to build relationships with each 
other and with Christ.

 Ultimately, he’d like to see local 
churches all over Baltimore that are 
strong with self-sustaining ministries; 
and that the presence and the power 
of the Holy Spirit would so move 
across the churches, communities and 
denominations that the region would 
truly be transformed and sustained by 
God.

John Yarbrough, NAMB’s vice 
president of strategic initiatives, is also 
excited about the urban initiative.

“David Lee, the Maryland/Dela-
ware convention staff, the associa-
tional leadership team, the pastors 
and churches of Baltimore are great 
mission partners,” he said. “They have 
a passion to serve their communities, 
to reach those who do not know the 
Lord and to see spiritual and physical 
transformation occur in Baltimore.”   

Noting the escalation from a 
journey of prayer and preparation to 
the official launch of SFC, Yarbrough 
is encouraged by the many Southern 
Baptist churches and volunteers who 
want to join in the effort to serve com-
munity needs, develop strong, vibrant 
new churches and strengthen existing 
churches all across the urban center.

Frank Page elected president, SBC 
speakers emphasize unity, CP and evangelism
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Gayla Parker named as BCM/D’s 
new WMU executive director

Arkansas 
native and 
former 
International 
Mission Board 

missionary Gayla Parker has 
been named the new executive 
director of the Woman’s 
Missionary Union (WMU) for the 
Baptist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware.  Page 5

Exposing the ‘Invisible Children’ 
of Uganda

Can a 
story 
change 
the world? 
That’s 
what three 
idealistic 

20-somethings from Southern 
California thought when they 
traveled to Sudan to document 
the unfolding genocide. Page 8 

Casting Crowns musicians 
maintain student ministry focus

Mark Hall does not want to give 
up his day job to pursue a music 
career. For the past 15 years, the 
lead singer of Casting Crowns 
has been pouring his heart into 
student ministry. Page 9

On the Web...
•  MissionX— A new missional 

camp experience for youth 
groups and/or families.

•  Offering for MD/DE Missions 
promotional items now available!

•  Hiring a Communication            
Coordinator for Your Church

In this Issue...
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IT’S OFFICIAL! Baltimore    
becomes Strategic Focus City

By Michael Foust

GREENSBORO, N.C. (BP)—In an 
annual meeting marked by repeated 
calls for cooperation in evangelism 
and missions, Southern Baptists June 
13-14 in Greensboro, N.C., elected a 
new president, stressed increased giv-
ing through the Cooperative Program 
and remembered the late Adrian Rog-
ers, whose widow urged the denomi-
nation to “graciously work for unity in 
the body of Christ.”

The meeting marked the final 
one for SBC President Bobby Welch, 
whose “Everyone Can” emphasis set a 
goal of baptizing 1 million in one year. 
The 12-month push began last October 
and runs through the final week of 
September, which marks the end of 
the SBC’s church year.

continued on page six

Elected officers of the Southern Baptist Convention for 2006-2007: (from left) 
John Yeats, Monroe, La., recording secretary; Wiley Drake, Buena Park, Calif., 
second vice president; Frank Page, Taylors, S.C., president; Jimmy Jackson, 
Huntsville, Ala., first vice president; Jim Wells, Nixa, Mo., registration secretary.
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EMBRACE Baltimore is now a NAMB 
designated Strategic Focus City



As Southern 
Baptists 
gathered this 

year in Greensboro, 
N.C., I wondered 
what would be 
the outcome of the 
meeting. There were 
some precursors 
that seemed to indi-
cate the presence of 
dark clouds on the 
meeting’s horizon. 

As we met in 
the Greensboro Coliseum June 13-14, 
it become obvious what that outcome 
would be. God was definitely at work 
at this year’s Southern Baptist Conven-
tion. There were many God-sightings. 
One of those sightings was watching 
outgoing SBC President Bobby Welch 
lead the convention’s annual meet-
ing with great skill, high respect for 
all points of view and an endearing 

courtesy, wit and charm that diffused 
potential negativity and allowed dif-
ficult decisions to be made without 
rancor.

Welch has been a wonderful bless-
ing as he has led our convention over 
the past two years. He has championed 
evangelism as a baseline for who we 
all are as individuals and who our 
churches are. He has led by example 
and we are all the better for it. He is 
a Christian gentleman. Thank you, 
thank you, thank you, Bobby Welch, 
for letting the Lord shine through in 
all you have done in presiding at this 
year’s SBC meeting.

Another God-sighting was the 
election of Frank Page as our new 
convention president. It was healthy 
that more than one candidate was 
nominated. It bodes well for the future 
of our work together. Another fact 
that bodes will is that 97% of new 
SBC trustees are first-time nominees.  

New trustees of the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s entities are diverse and 
have an average age of 48. Of the 105 
nominations made by the Committee 
on Nominations, only three have ever 
served on an SBC board. 

Another God-sighting was the 
announcement that Roy Fish will be 
the interim president of the North 
American Mission Board. Fish is 
universally loved and respected as a 
man of integrity and wisdom. There 
could not have been a finer choice to 
lead NAMB into the future and to 
bridge the gap between permanent 
presidents.

Another God-sighting was 
the unveiling of the statue of Billy 
Graham. It is almost oxymoronic 
for Graham to be immortalized in 
bronze. He would be the last person to 
see himself deserving of such. Howev-
er, so many of us have been so influ-
enced for so long by this dear man. It 

is perfectly fitting to say how much 
we love him and appreciate how God 
has used him throughout the entire 
world. It is even more fitting to capture 
the simplicity of his message in a way 
that future generations will see it and 
get it! It was personally moving for me 
to see his close friend and colleague, 
Cliff Barrows, who helped present the 
unveiling of the statue. And, of course, 
to hear Graham’s grandson, William 
Franklin Graham, IV, conclude the 
ceremony with prayer was wonderful 
to experience.

 Finally, it was clear that God 
was at work among us as we debated 
many and varied controversial issues.  
At no time was there a sour spirit or 
unkind word. The messengers and 
convention leaders should be com-
mended for the very Christian way in 
which they conducted the business of 
the convention. God was certainly at 
work in Greensboro! 

The word 
finally came 
yesterday. 

The North Ameri-
can Mission Board 
of our Southern 
Baptist Convention 
has named Balti-
more as a Strategic 
Focus City. In other 
words, Baltimore 
Association, the 
neighboring asso-

ciations to Baltimore (Susquehanna, 
Arundel, and Mid-Maryland), the 
Baptist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware and the North American 
Mission Board, will now covenant 

together to expand our city-reaching 
effort called “Embrace Baltimore.”

After two years of diligent and 
persevering work on the part of 
local and state leadership, we have 
reached the point where now signifi-
cant people and financial resources 
will be brought alongside our 
churches to impact the communities 
of the Greater Baltimore area. Praise 
be to our God. This is an answer to 
the collective prayers of many.

Here is what I hope you will 
do in light of this great news.

• Rejoice with those who have 
worked so hard to impact their com-
munities with the good news of Jesus 
Christ. Help is truly on the way!

• Pray for the Embrace Balti-
more effort. Those of us who have 
monitored this process for the two 
years know that the effort ebbs and 
flows in direction proportion to our 
praying.

• Encourage your church to 
adopt Baltimore as a part of your 
Acts 1:8 strategy. It could become 
your Judea or Samaria in that for-
mula. We can help you connect in 
direct partnership with one of our 
Baltimore churches. You could also 
become a co-parent in helping to 
plant one of the many churches that 
will be birthed as a result of the Em-
brace Baltimore effort.

• Give. We are in the process 

of raising two million dollars in our 
Embrace Baltimore campaign. One 
million dollars will target the plant-
ing of new churches in Baltimore. 
One million dollars will be set aside 
to assist local churches in reaching 
their neighborhoods. 

• Volunteer. Become person-
ally involved in the city-reaching 
effort.

If you need more information, 
visit our web-site (www.yourbcmd.
org) or the Embrace Baltimore website 
(www.embracebaltimore.org). Even 
better, give me a call and let’s talk 
about how you and your church can 
partner with Southern Baptists all over 
the country to Embrace Baltimore.

Yippee!! Sum-
mer is here!! 
I get so tired 

of cold, dark and 
dreary days. I’ll 
take summer over 
winter anytime. 
Summer reminds 
me of swimming, 
beaches, baseball 
and cookouts. Now 
I am not unrealis-
tic. I know summer 
has its drawbacks, 
too, such as soaring 

electric bills and 100 degree days. Ei-
ther way, I still choose summer even 

though most pastors have mixed 
emotions about this time of year. 

It is indeed a time for vacations, 
but unfortunately many seem to take 
a vacation from God in the summer. 
Traditionally, attendance drops, par-
ticipation falters and giving bottoms 
out. Vacations in general are good, 
however, vacations from God and 
Kingdom work are not.

Jesus told us the story of one 
young man who took an extended va-
cation from God. He gathered up his 
belongings and went to a big city to 
eat, drink and enjoy the good life. He 
had a great time. He ate at the finest 
restaurants and saw all the sights. He 

was very generous and took his new 
friends along with him. While there 
he had little or no thought of his fa-
ther until one day after an extended 
time away from home and respon-
sibilities, he came to his senses and 
realized that vacations cannot last 
forever. So he went home…and when 
he did, he found that his father had 
been waiting patiently for the antici-
pated day of reunion.

Are you on a vacation from God? 
Have you neglected the “every day 
requirements” of discipleship? If 
so, there is good news today…Your 
Heavenly Father is waiting patiently 
for your return.

Vacations cannot be an extended 
lifestyle. They are simply short 
escapes to recharge our batteries. 
You cannot stay on vacation forever 
without creating problems in your 
life. Just ask the prodigal son.

If you are on a vacation from 
God, come home. He is waiting! 
When you take your yearly respite 
to the beach, mountains or wherever 
you escape to, remember God is with 
you. Who knows…perhaps He wants 
to teach you something new during 
your time away from the hustle and 
bustle of life.
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The SBC in Greensboro was different than I expected
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Arundel Association

Glen Burnie Church celebrated its 
60th anniversary May 26-28. The week-
end began with a fellowship on Friday 
night. On Saturday, church members 
gathered for a picnic followed by an 
evening service. Bob Moore, formerly 
a member of the North American Mis-
sion Board, and Doug Alberts, current-
ly pastor of Grace Church, Pasadena, 
were the guest speakers. Moore and 
Alberts are both former Glen Burnie 
Church members. The Glen Burnie 
Baptist Men’s Quartet performed. The 
evening closed out with a concert by 
Kenyan Praise Team from Powerhouse 
Church. 

On Sunday, Jim Bishop, who pas-
tored Glen Burnie Church from 1978 
to 1991, preached the morning service. 
Afterwards, over 200 people came for 
a catered luncheon. Former member 
Mary Jo Clayton spoke. Clayton’s 
parents, Jesse and Nettie Clayton were 
charter members. Gary Lamb, former 
member and director for the United 
States Army Band directed the choir.

Grace Church of Sunset Beach 
had a “KIDZFEST” rally last month 
with games, crafts and prizes. The 
rally was an opportunity to sign kids 
up to participate in a children’s choir 
that will perform at the “Kidzfest” at 
Oriole Park, Camden Yards on July 8. 

The church had a Father’s Day 
Breakfast on June 18. Food was pre-
pared by the”Sisterhood.”

Grace Church will celebrate its 
50th anniversary on Oct. 15 at the 
Orchard Beach Fire hall in Pasadena. 
Past members and friends are invited. 
Call the church for tickets and more 
information. (410) 255-5616.  

Severna Park Church is partner-
ing with BCM/D on a mission trip to 
Petershead, Scotland. Eight individuals 
from SPBC have joined this mission 
team. They are Jim and Sharon Bensen, 
Wanda Murray, Sandra Gray and Fred 
and Donna Delp. The mission trip 
leaders are June Holland from BCM/D 
and Tunnea Burt from the Blue Ridge 
Association. The team will leave on 
Aug. 4 and participate in various out-
reach ministries with an emphasis on 
children and youth. 

Severna Park Church will have 
outdoor summer family movies. “Her-
bie Rides Again” will play on July 15. 
The church’s VBS will begin on July 31. 

Baltimore Association

The Baltimore Association called 
Barnabas Yang as its new Port Ministry 
director. Yang formerly served as Port 
director of Korea Harbor Evangelism, 
Inc., in Kunsam City, South Korea. 

Gerald Wade, BBA’s interim direc-
tor of missions, said Yang is a pas-
sionate evangelist with a wonderful 
testimony. 

Long Green Church has a mission 
team in Lochgilphead, Scotland. The 
group will return on July 12. They’re 
partnering with a church in Lochgilp-
head to do “Holiday Club”, similar to 
our Vacation Bible School. 

A mission team is also going to 
Gulfport, Miss. July 8-15. 

Blue Ridge Association

Faith Church, Knoxville, will take 
a mission team of 23, mostly adults, 
to Trussville, Ala. The team will work 
with Crosspoint Community Church 
in building a community ministry 
center. 

While the adult team is in Ala-
bama, a mostly youth team will be in 
Norfolk, Va., working on building proj-
ects with World Changers. The teens 
had several coffee houses to help raise 
money for the trip. 

The church will have Upwards 
basketball camp Aug. 7-11. 

Jeff Moss, a deacon at Faith 
Church, was ordained to the gospel 
ministry on June 11.  

Delaware Association

Ogletown Church, Newark, Del., 
has “Thrillin’ Chillin’ Thursdays” 
this summer. Kids who’ve completed 
first through sixth grades meet at the 
church to go bowling, skating and 
swimming. 

Eastern Association

Woodrow Crouse retired as pas-
tor of Immanuel Church, Salisbury, 
effective May 31. The church had a 
special retirement celebration with 
many tearful tributes and gifts. Fol-
lowing the special service, the church 
had a reception for Crouse, and his 
wife, Gail, with a special multi-media 
presentation.

Crouse served the church for 27 
years, leading it through change and 
steady growth. In 1979 the church 
burned their mortgage and was debt 
free just over 15 years after breaking 
ground. Two years later they ex-
panded and built a 5,483 square foot 
educational building. 

Between 1985 and 1995 there was 
not only an expansion in membership, 
but also in ministries, including an 
outreach to Hispanics. This program 
was an outgrowth of the church’s 
longtime involvement with the mi-
grant camp ministry at Westover in 
Somerset County. The attempt to reach 
the seasonal population resulted in 
Spanish language translation of Sun-
day morning services for visitors from 
the camp. 

Between 1985 and 1995, the suc-
cess of this experience, coupled with 
the awareness of a sizable permanent 
Hispanic population in the area led to 
the establishment of a full-time mis-
sion with its own pastor in 1994. 

In October 2002, World Mission 
Church, a Korean congregation led by 
Pastor Kim, began using Immanuel’s 
church building and fellowship hall, 
and occasionally sharing worship. 

Immanuel is currently in the 
expansion program again, working 
towards enlarging the sanctuary 
building.  

   
Mid-Maryland Association

Forest Christian Fellowship, 
Upperco, has a team going to White 
Plains, NY, this month to help a new 
church, “Christ the King,” get started. 

Friendship Church, Sykesville, 
has a mission team of 20, including 
men, women and teens, going to Pueb-
la, Mexico, July 29-Aug. 6. The team 
will partner with Hananeel Church to 
do outreach ministries and VBS. 

Westminster Church recently 
received a donation towards the pur-
chase of handbells and is now starting 
an adult handbell choir. The church 
is excited about the new ministry and 
hopes at some point to begin a youth 
handbell choir. 

Todd Butler, the church’s associ-
ate pastor and music minister, said 
there is a tremendous resurgence of 
interest in handbells throughout the 
world in churches of various denomi-
nations. 

The church recently had an ordi-
nation service for Bill Freedan. Freedan 
grew up in the church. He is finishing 
up course work at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and is serving as 
a part-time youth minister at Lakeview 
Church in Louisville. Freedan and his 
wife, Ashley, hope to serve as mission-
aries in Southeast Asia. 

Montgomery Association

Some members of Germantown 
Church are on a mission trip to Wave-
land, Miss., to help residents transi-
tion from FEMA trailers back to their 
homes by doing construction projects. 
Approximately 30 members of the con-
gregation are working in Waveland. 
The trip is in conjunction with Lake-
shore Church and 10-2 missions. 

Georgia Avenue, Wheaton, youth 
had a talent show/dinner to raise 
money for a mission trip to Myrtle 
Beach in August. 

Rebecca Randall and Don As-
cencio were recognized as “Senior 
Adults of the Year” for 2006 at Georgia 
Avenue. 

Randall is the director of the 
senior adult ministry. She organizes 
trips and activities and the J.O.Y. group 
that meets monthly. 

Don Ascencio is the church’s 
building and grounds chairman and 
has been a member of the church for 
more than 40 years. Ascencio is also 
the Sunday School Secretary and 
appreciated for his “wild sense of 
humor.”

A team of 18 volunteers from 
Colesville Church, Silver Spring, 
participated in “Project Dance” in 
New York City in April. They passed 
out fliers and took surveys in the 
crowd that came to see dance groups 
perform in Times Square. 

On Sunday, the team attended 
“The Lamb’s Church,” where they 
heard Cheryl Cutlip’s testimony. Cut-
lip is the founder of Project Dance and 
her husband, Ron, is the president. 
Ron’s parents, Basil and Patti Cutlip 
are members of Colesville Church. 
According to its website, Project Dance 
strives to encourage dancers to under-
stand that their “art should reflect the 
beauty of our Maker.”

Greenridge Church, Clarksburg, 
held a Ground Breaking ceremony for 
a new activity center on Sunday, May 
7th. The outdoor celebration, which 
took place under a huge tent on the 
front lawn of the church, was designed 
for the entire family to enjoy together. 

Potomac Association

Church members of Potomac 
Heights Church, Indian Head, are 
collecting flip-flops for a Cambodian 
orphanage. 

The youth of Potomac Heights are 
preparing for a mission trip to West 
Virginia. To raise funds they’re sell-
ing nails for $2 each or 3 for $5. The 
contributor’s name is placed on a nail 
tag, showing support for the mission 
trip. 

Teens sold donuts at various com-
munity locations. They also hosted a 
fundraiser at a local Burger King with 
a percentage of sales going towards 
the mission trip. 

White Plains Church, Pomfret, 
ladies had a retreat at Camp Maria. 
The theme was “Vacation with God” 
and included games, Bible study and 
time to relax. 

The church collected clothes to 
donate to Blagodat Consignment Shop 
in Kherson, Ukraine. 

Prince George’s Association

Berwyn Church, College Park, 
called Thom Thornton as interim se-
nior pastor, effective May 7. Thornton 
serves as the BCM/D consultant for 
evangelism and collegiate ministry. 

Calvary Church, Upper Marl-
boro, recently had a church fellow-
ship with lunch, movies and games. 

The church has sign language 
classes for those interested in minis-
tering to the deaf. 

Cresthill Church, Bowie, has a 
ministry to welcome visitors. Volun-
teers bake bread and other goodies 
and deliver them to recent church 
visitors to acknowledge their visit 
and to show the church cares. 

Susquehanna Association

To kick off its 2006 VBS week, 
First Church, Elkton, had a Fiesta 
Carnival on June 24th. While the 
focus was on VBS Registration for the 
youth in the community, the event 
was for the whole family. Church 
members gave away a variety of food, 
including cotton candy. There were 
games, prizes, pony rides and a pet-
ting zoo. 

The church recently ordained 
Carmen Merle Easter as a deacon. 

First Church, North East, had 
a drama workshop recently. The 
church welcomed back Tina Wright. 
Wright has been traveling on mission 
with Covenant Players for 12 years. 
She is using her experience from the 
renowned Christian drama ministry 
to begin a drama program at First 
Church. 

Children are on mission at 
First Church. In recent months they 
brought peanut butter and jelly for 
the food closet and had kids for kids 
yard sale. The children sold toys and 
donated the proceeds to the Cecil 
County Pregnancy Center. The kids 
also visited Calvert Manor Healthcare 
to play games with the residents. 

Western Association

Cumberland Community 
Church has a Parish Nurse program. 
Members recently had an opportu-
nity to get free blood pressure read-
ings and have their medical questions 
answered.

The church reaches out to the 
needy in the community through free 
clothing give-away.

Cumberland Community 
Church’s youth celebrated summer 
break with a party at Constitution 
Park. Upcoming events include paint-
ball wars and movie and game nights.

First Church, Keyser, has a new 
Christian weight loss program writ-
ten by member Cindy Neff. In addi-
tion to monitoring food and healthy 
eating, they study the Bible. The ex-
ercise portion is “The walk of Paul,” 
calculating the miles in his mission-
ary journeys and striving to emulate 
that through exercise.

The church’s youth group will 
go on a mission trip this month to 
Washington, D.C. They’ll work with 
a group, “Youth With A Mission” to 
witness on the streets of the nation’s 
capital.

First Church recently started a 
disaster relief team to help with both 
local and national disasters. Through 
the new ministry, the church adopted 
a church in Kaplan, La. They’re help-
ing the church purchase hymnals and 
later plan to visit Louisiana to help 
the church with construction projects.
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By Stan Graham

Change is a constant when it 
comes to church planting. In 
fact, most planters I know revel 

in it. If ministry begins to settle in 
and become routine and predictable, 
a church planter is likely to start creat-
ing problems just to shake things up. 
I, for one, am guilty.

Pathways Church, like most 
church plants, has endured (and 
sometimes thrived in) an environ-
ment of few certainties and constant 
change. Kathy and I moved back to 
Maryland in September 2003 in order 
to plant a new church. By Novem-
ber, we had pulled together a small 
enough core group to begin gather-
ing for worship, and by January 2004, 
we started Saturday night worship 
services in a small conference room in 
the Bel Air Athletic Club.

By April, we had outgrown the 
space and had to move our services 
into the Back Yard Kids Club in Bel 
Air (an indoor gym and play area). 
The space worked wonderfully, and 
Saturday night seemed a perfect fit 
or our community. The church grew 
through the summer and began look-
ing forward to the fall.

Unfortunately, our landlord was 
looking forward to increased rental 
opportunities, so by October 2004 we 
were frequently sharing our worship 
space and time with dance team re-
hearsals and various birthday parties. 
We made the best of it and tried to use 
the double bookings as opportunities 
to engage new people with the Gos-

pel. Sometimes it worked, but more 
often it didn’t, and by November, 
we were forced to change the wor-
ship time to Sunday evening (in my 
opinion, the worst night of the week 
to start a worship service for young 
families!). 

After a few months, though, it 
was clear that Pathways needed a 
new Sunday morning facility to help 
us achieve our vision for ministry. 
A long and frustrating search ended 
in July 2005 when we located a space 
that was large enough to accommo-
date our growing community. Just 
as importantly, we could afford it! 
So, with less than a week’s notice, we 
moved the entire worshipping com-
munity from a Sunday night service at 
the Back Yard Kids Club in Bel Air to 
a Sunday morning service in the base-
ment of a Day Care center in Forest 
Hill. I’m still amazed that everyone 
was able to find us!

Since then, we’ve added staff, 
subtracted staff, shuffled and re-shuf-
fled our leadership and changed our 
programming a half-dozen times. For 
Pathways, change has more often than 
not been a catalyst, spurring the com-
munity on to bigger and better things.  

Of course, some changes are bet-
ter than others. Ultimately change 
comes down to God-honoring risks, 
and only God can tell you what 
changes your community might need 
to make. But just in case He’s been 
whispering in your ear, I’ll include 
some of the lessons we’ve learned 
along the way. Maybe, you’ll find 
some of the ideas stimulating.  

Don’t be afraid to rock the boat. 
Chaos can be good. Adrenaline 
causes all sorts of reactions, and some 
of them have proven very useful at 
Pathways. While constant chaos just 
wears people down, occasional (even 
intentional) chaos has often spurred 
new ideas, and helped Pathways 
avoid the ministry doldrums. I’ve 
also noticed that our community 
bands together more closely in times 
of chaos. There’s nothing like a com-
mon enemy to bring people together, 
and chaos is a foe that almost every-
one will fight. So, shake it up, create 
some noise and watch for great ideas 
and great leaders to emerge.  

Never let worship get stale! Our 
worship services are hardly remi-
niscent of the church at Corinth, but 
we’ve embraced our share of worship 
chaos, as well. We don’t follow any 
particular worship order or format. 
We embrace multiple musical styles 
and traditions and allow a variety of 
artists to express their unique gifts 
and talents. We employ cutting edge 
video and technology and ancient 
traditions in a single service, and 
rarely shy away from instantaneous 
and sometimes jarring mood changes. 
We don’t have the most professional 
or polished worship service, but pas-
sionate worship covers a multitude of 
mistakes! In the chaotic environment 
that is the Pathways community, pas-
sionate worship is the calm amidst 
the storm and, in truth, it is the 
heartbeat of our community and the 
fuel for our mission. If your church 
isn’t reaching out to the lost, start by 

evaluating your worship service. Pas-
sionate worship produces passionate 
evangelists. 

One thing never changes. At Path-
ways we teach that the church has 
only one mission: to make disciples of 
Jesus. Everything else we do is subject 
to change, but this singular mission is 
not. Church programs are like kudzu, 
once they take root they’re virtually 
impossible to kill. As a result, we start 
very few programs and guarantee the 
continuance of none. Simply put, if a 
ministry helps us make disciples – we 
keep it. If it doesn’t we kill it. Not only 
has this helped us conserve very lim-
ited resources; it has helped us stay 
focused on the one task Jesus gave his 
church – to make disciples.

So far, God has used our chaos 
and honored our focus. For a young 
church with fewer resources than 
most, God has blessed us with an 
astounding number of new believ-
ers (we’ve baptized nearly half of our 
adult members) and new leaders. By 
maintaining the singular focus of 
making disciples, the early church 
thrived in an environment of constant 
chaos and uncertainty. In contrast, 
we live in a time of unprecedented 
comfort and prosperity. I wonder 
what would happen if we all decided 
to rock the boat, to create a little chaos 
and reduce our programs to the one 
task of making disciples? I wonder…

Stan Graham is the church planter/
founding pastor at Pathways in Forest Hill, 
Md. Stan can be reached at (410) 322-4446 

or at stan.graham@comcast.net. 

Don’t be afraid to rock the boat
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By Wayne Kempson

[Kempson traveled with the BCM/D 
Chorale to Scotland in May as the tour 
pastor.]

On Friday evening of our trip, 
I sat in the transept balcony 
of the High Kirk in Dunoon, 

Scotland. Around me were the 
evidences of a once mighty church. 
Massive stonewalls soared to great 
heights; elegant wood beams adorned 
the ceiling; exquisite artistry in 
stained glass crowned the nave. Over 
the two hundred year history of the 
building, the structure had been 
expanded at least twice to its present 
capacity of over 800 seats in richly 
worked wooden pews. Such had 
been the movement of God among 
the Scottish people; such had been 
the growth of the people of the High 
Kirk.

Yet, across the way, beneath 
the opposite transept, a few dozen 
chairs and a lectern were set off by a 
curtain. This is where the people now 
worship, a 
few dozen 
of the faith-
ful banded 
together in 
the corner of 
a now emp-
ty church. 
I wondered 
what had 
happened 
to the 
people, and 
I wondered: 
where was 
the God of 
Scotland?

“This 
is a godless 
people,” 
Alex Morri-
son, pas-

tor of Dunoon Church,  told me on 
several occasions. But that is not the 
same as god forsaken. As the BCM/D 
Chorale traveled in Scotland, I saw 
many proofs that God is still at work 
in Scotland.

Because of the Chorale’s ministry, 
doors were opened for the Dunoon 
Church with the local ferry com-
pany; hundreds of Christians came 
together in unity in a way that had 
not happened before; the children of 
the Kirn Primary School heard and 
sang praise songs and a relationship 
was forged with the headmaster of 
the school.

In Islay, the congregation of the 
Islay Church (which holds their ser-
vices in two towns) met together as 
one body for the first time. A woman 
with whom Adam Plenderleith, pas-
tor of Islay Church, had been sharing 
the gospel for three years had re-
fused to come to church, but came to 
the concert.

Andrew Miles, pastor of Loch-
gilphead Church, told us that the 

chorale’s concert in the local High 
School would be a topic of conversa-
tion for a long time. He was excited 
as he told us of the opportunities for 
sharing Christ that would result.

The concert hosted by the East 
Neuk Fellowship 
and Pastor Brian 
Roberts, celebrat-
ed a fresh start 
by that congre-
gation. We were 
able to join them 
in affirming 
God’s work in 
moving them to 
unite two older 
congregations 
into one vital 
church.

On our 
last evening in 
Scotland, our bus 
driver shared his 
desire to draw 
closer to God 
because of the 
loving witness 

of the chorale. As for our time at the 
High Kirk, it was during that concert 
that God began working in the heart 
of Gordon McKinven, the local county 
councilor. He has since been in con-
versation with Pastor Alex about his 
commitment to Christ.

The greatest evidence I saw of 
God’s presence in Scotland, however, I 
found in the hearts of Scottish believ-
ers. I met men called into ministry 
from successful careers in business; 
we were welcomed by devoted believ-
ers everywhere we went; and we 
heard our Savior’s name spoken in 
love with a Scottish accent.

The God of Scotland is moving 
across the lochs and brae of the land. 
His love for Scotland flows through 
the hearts of His people. What a privi-
lege it was to join with our Scottish 
brothers and sisters in Christ to “sing 
the mighty power of God,” which was 
the theme of the Chorale concerts.

Wayne Kempson is pastor of First 
Church, Waldorf, Md., and accompanied 

the Chorale to Scotland.

Where is the God of Scotland?

Wayne Kempson (pictured with microphone), pastor of First Church, Waldorf, Md., 

was the tour pastor when the BCM/D Chorale went to Scotland in May.

Del Morgan, minister of worship, Covenant Church, Columbia, Md., teaches 

children at Kirn Primary School in Dunoon rhythm games and music to sing in the 

school assembly the following day.
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Gayla Parker named as BCM/D’s new WMU executive director
By Shannon Baker

National Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—Arkansas na-
tive and former International Mission 
Board missionary Gayla Parker has 
been named the new executive direc-
tor of the Woman’s Missionary Union 
(WMU) for the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware.

A former missionary for 14 years 
in the Philippines cities of General San-
taos City and Davao City, Parker spent 
the past three years as a pastor’s wife 
and as a WMU missions innovator and 
consultant for missions education for 
preschool, children and youth at the 
Arkansas Baptist Convention.

Parker was the featured speaker at 
this year’s Ministers’ Wives Retreat in 
Columbia, Md., where her enthusiasm 
was contagious and her story-telling 
was engaging.

Using the context of the non-Bible-
Belt area of the Northeast, Parker 
will focus on ways to make missions 
education relevant for post-moderns 
and other younger audiences who have 
fallen victim to misconceptions about 
WMU.

In truth, the organization has 
substantially grown from the per-
ceived women’s circle of older women 
to a vibrant family of organizations for 
every age group in the church. 

Even so, it is an exciting new day 
for the WMU.

Wanda Lee, executive director of 
the national WMU, a position once 
held by Miss Annie Armstrong, is ex-
cited about Parker’s new assignment.

 “In Birmingham, we wanted 
a unique person who lived in the 
environment who could help shape 
who we are for the future,” she shared, 
pointing to Parker’s natural energy and 
enthusiasm about missions.

In a shared role, “the national 
WMU and the state convention will 
pilot a partnership where we will 
have access to Gayla for a prescribed 
amount of time to test missions in-

novations concepts. She will be able to 
share what she is learning on the field 
with our office and assist with devel-
oping new strategies to reach churches 
with missions education,” Lee ex-
plained.

 “We are excited 
about this opportu-
nity to partner with 
[BCM/D executive 
director] David Lee 
and his staff in this 
innovative way,” she 
added.

David Lee sees 
Parker’s position as 
“a laboratory for the 
WMU,” an organi-
zation that that has 
already sought 
innovative ways to 
reach the more dif-
ficult audiences of the 
Northeast.

Recently, five 
staff members from 
the national WMU 
shadowed Mary-
land/Delaware 
church planters to 
gain greater under-
standing of this region’s needs. What 
resulted was “Generation M,” a new 
line of downloadable resources to help 
equip and encourage churches in their 
mission endeavors.  

One such resource is “Christ Fol-
lowers,” based on the Book of Acts, 
specifically Acts 1:8, which provides 
an undated lesson plan with a 52-week 
Bible study that includes discussion of 
the contemporary world, present-day 
missions, and missions involvement. 

Parker, author of Connections: A 
Daily Prayer Journal for Students, a re-
source intended to help students make 
the missions connection, is credited 
for successfully reaching students in 
Arkansas. 

The missions innovator helped 
develop Arkansas Baptists’ missions 
youth conference “Cross Connec-

tion,” now in its third year. Over 1,000 
students attend this highly successful 
event, which offers missions training, 
hands-on missions experiences and 
special worship concerts.

Kaye Miller, national WMU 
president and former Arkansas 
Baptist Convention WMU president, 
served on the personnel committee 
who welcomed Parker to their staff 
over three years ago.

 “We’re excited about all the pos-
sibilities of what the future position 
will hold for Gayla,” shared Miller.  
“It’s Arkansas’ loss, because she is 
so visionary and has brought such a 
new dimension to Arkansas’ WMU. 
But we’re delighted that she’ll be 
on national staff. She’s the perfect 
example of a person ‘living the call’ 
through her own missions experi-
ences.” 

After spending ten years in the 
pastorate at Calvary Church in Ox-
ford, Ala., Freddy and Gayla, along 
with their three sons, Allen, Nathan 

and Jesse, served as missionaries 
in the Philippines as tribal church 
planters, mission administrators and 
team leaders for an unreached people 
group. 

In addition to 
supporting her hus-
band, Parker assisted 
missionaries in their 
language development 
and home school coor-
dination.

Flashing a char-
acteristically bright 
smile, Parker shared 
one of the biggest les-
sons she learned on 
the mission field: be-
ing obedient to God.

Sometimes God re-
quires big obedience—
the obvious calls of 
God to follow Him, 
she said. But some-
times it’s the small 
acts of obedience—like 
taking time to pray for 
someone when qui-
etly prompted—that 
are the big answer to 
God’s plan. 

She shared about her “small” role 
in praying over a co-worker in the 
Philippines who was poisoned by a 
family who had invited her to lunch.

 “She didn’t even get an upset 
stomach!” Parker related. Of similar 
situations, she advised, my portion 
of that was small, but it had a big 
outcome.

In the bigness of encouraging 
missions involvement in the local 
church, Parker acknowledges her 
seemingly small role.

“My job is walk with God in obe-
dience,” she said, referencing 2 John 
6:6. “I need to let God be God and be 
amazed at what He can accomplish.”

Parker can be reached by phone at 
(800) 466.5290, ext. 231, or by email at 

gparker@bcmd.org.

WMU celebration launches “Live the Call” emphasis
By Baptist Press Staff

GREENSBORO, N.C. (BP)—God 
doesn’t always give everyone the same 
experience in the way He calls to ser-
vice. He does, however, call everyone 
to “come and follow” and eventually 
“get out of the boat.”

Paige Chargois challenged more 
than 650 participants at Woman’s 
Missionary Union’s annual Missions 
Celebration to hear God’s call and walk 
with Jesus on the journey.

“I believe the Lord wants us to 
experience ‘with-ship,’” Chargois, a 
Christian speaker from Richmond, Va., 
said in the conference’s June 11 session, 
introducing the new two-year WMU 
emphasis, “Live the Call.”

“We are called not just to a task 
or a place,” Chargois said, “but God is 
calling you to Himself to experience 
‘with-ship.’”

Instead of beginning the mis-
sions celebration with a typical wor-
ship service, participants experienced 
firsthand the three stages emphasized 
in “living the call” -– understand, em-
brace and live. Participants were led on 
an interactive prayer path emphasizing 
different stages of hearing and under-
standing God’s call. Missionaries were 
on site to share more about embracing 
and living the call in different parts of 
the world.

In a hands-on mission project, 
participants gathered items for three 
North Carolina projects. More than 
530 hygiene kits went to a homeless 

shelter. About 
120 backpacks 
were assembled 
with everything 
from towels to 
toothbrushes 
for children at-
tending Angel 
Tree Camp. And 
women’s prison 
ministry will 
have 111 gift bags 
to distribute.

Jacqueline 
Draughon of 
Graceville, Fla., 
was honored as 
the third re-
cipient of the Dr. 
Martha Myers 
GA Alumna 
of Distinc-
tion Award. 
Draughon began 
serving as a Girls 
in Action (GA) 
leader and later 
as a pastor’s wife, 
instructor and 
WMU director.

 Established in 2003, the an-
nual award honors a Girls in Action 
alumna who exhibits a missions 
lifestyle and has influenced the lives 
of others, especially young girls, 
through missions, ministry or civic 
duty. Now in her 80s, Draughon is 
still involved in GAs. Many girls from 
her mission groups have gone on to 

be missionaries as well as leaders in 
local churches.

Alma Hunt, former WMU execu-
tive director, was in attendance to see 
the award given. Wanda Lee, current 
executive director, said the 96-year-old 
Hunt personifies the new WMU “Live 
the Call” emphasis. “No one has lived 
the call more so than Dr. Alma Hunt.” 

Missionary speakers told stories of 
how they “stepped out of the boat” and 
what happens after that first step.

Other IMB personnel told of how 
God is using nationals to plant His 
Word in the hearts of Pacific Rim 
people, via a message that is not a 
“Western” religion, but a Gospel that 
rings true for all tribes.

Gayla Parker, new BCM/D WMU director, identifies her new mission field 

in Maryland/Delaware.

Paige Chargois inspires participants during the WMU Annual Missions Celebration with theme 

interpretations of what it means to understand, embrace and live the call of Christ.



For the second straight year, more 
than 11,000 messengers attended the 
meeting. The unofficial total of 11,639 
would be barely under last year’s total 
of 11,641.

“We will baptize a million in a 
year. I don’t know if it will be this 
year. [But] we could baptize a million 
this year if you’d get up and get out 
of here and go to work,” an optimistic 
Welch said to loud applause on the 
final night, which featured a musical 
finale featuring the Bellevue Church 
choir and the “Everyone Can” People’s 
Mass Choir, as well as some 75 large 
Scripture-themed banners displayed 
throughout the Greensboro Coliseum. 

In what some considered a sur-
prise, South Carolina pastor Frank 
Page was elected SBC president on 
the first ballot over two nominees. 
His election came amidst a movement 
in the denomination for a greater 
emphasis on Cooperative Program 
giving and in broadening involve-
ment among conservatives in the 
appointment process. Page’s church, 
First Church in Taylors, S.C., gave 12.4 
percent to the Cooperative Program 
during the most recent church year.

“The people have spoken a pow-
erful message, and one of the things 
I think they’re saying is that we can 
do together a lot more and a lot better 
than we can do separately,” Page said. 
“I think there is a clear call from the 
people of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention that we want to strengthen 
our work together through the Co-
operative Program [and] we want to 
strengthen our work together as we 
expand involvement to reach out to 
godly, conservative men and women 
who perhaps have not been utilized in 
the past.”

But he added, “I do not believe the 
convention elected me to somehow 
undo the conservative resurgence. 
That is not who I am, not what they’ve 
asked for, not what they want.”

Page was elected with 4,546 votes, 
or 50.48 percent of the vote. Ronnie 
Floyd of First Church, Springdale, 
Ark., received 2,247 votes (24.95 per-
cent) while Jerry Sutton of Two Rivers 
Church, *Nashville, Tenn., got 2,168 
votes (24.08 percent).

In making future appointments 
to SBC committees, Page said he 

would have four criteria: The person 
must have a “sweet spirit,” a heart for 
evangelism, a commitment to biblical 
inerrancy and must be a “great” sup-
porter of the Cooperative Program. At 
a press conference after his election, 
Page said he was “a little taken aback” 
by winning 
and believed 
this year’s an-
nual meeting 
could be a 
“defining mo-
ment” in the 
convention.

“I do 
think it is 
a turning 
point,” said 
Page, who 
grew up in 
Greensboro, 
was saved in 
the city and 
whose parents 
still live there. 
“And I do 
think a differ-
ent tone will 
come forth 
from this convention. And that tone 
will indeed echo some deep apprecia-
tion of the past in the sacrifices men 
and women have made. But I think it 
also will show, in the future [that] the 
landscape has changed – that there is 
a deep need to involve a much larger 
constituency.” 

Messengers remembered Rog-
ers twice during the week, with 
his widow, Joyce, appearing at the 
podium each time. On one occasion, 
following an emotional tribute that 
featured a video testimony about 
Rogers from every other conservative 
resurgence president, she was moved 
to tears. But her words on the final 
night of the Pastors’ Conference – the 
day before Page’s election – likely will 
be remembered in years to come.

“Adrian Rogers would not have 
been a part of what is going on in 
some parts of our convention today, 
getting narrower and narrower about 
very highly interpretive issues,” she 
said to messengers, who responded by 
applauding for about 15 seconds. 

“He would try to convince you 
of his view, but not to exclude you 

from service and fellowship, or to 
prevent you from going around the 
world with Southern Baptists to share 
the Gospel if you disagreed on these 
controversial issues. And I challenge 
you on his behalf to graciously work 
for unity in the body of Christ.”

Welch told Southern Baptists to 
“come together on the main thing.” 
SBC Executive Committee President 
Morris Chapman said the denomi-
nation must learn to “major on the 
majors.”

“It is time to cease narrowing the 
parameters of our collective convic-
tions and widen the parameters of our 
vision for world missions,” Chapman 
said. “... A continuation of the constant 
politicization of this convention and 
its churches will come at the price of 
turning conservative brother against 
conservative brother, of losing church 
members who love Jesus, love the 
Bible, love the church, love the con-
vention, love the Kingdom of God and 
love world missions and at the price of 
losing the favor of God upon us.

And seminary presidents Paige 
Patterson and R. Albert Mohler Jr. en-
gaged in a friendly discussion on the 
issue of Calvinism to standing room 
only crowds during breakout sessions 
of the Pastors’ Conference, with both 
men saying Southern Baptists can 
disagree on the issue while remaining 
unified in spreading the Gospel.

“I do hope ... we will provide at 
least an example on that point, if on 
no other,” Patterson said. “... If we 
allow Satan to have his way, we’ll 
divide up over it, as we certainly 
should not.”

The denomination also un-
veiled a larger-than-life statue of 
evangelist Billy Graham that will 
reside in downtown Nashville on 
the property of LifeWay Christian 
Resources. The statue, by sculptor 
Terrell O’Brien, features a seven-
foot-tall depiction of Graham – arms 
outstretched, holding a large Bible 
– standing beside a 17-foot cross. 
Cliff Barrows, longtime Graham 
crusade song director, and Wil-
liam Franklin Graham IV, Graham’s 
grandson, accepted the statute on 
behalf of Graham.

“[The sculpture] represents a 
passion for the Word of God,” Bar-
rows said. “He believes [the Bible] 
is the Word of God. You have heard 
him say in countries around the 
world as I have, ‘the Bible says.’ That 
was the foundation for his message.”

Messengers adopted a report 
from an Ad Hoc Cooperative 
Program Committee encouraging 
churches “to give an increasing 
percentage of undesignated receipts 
through the Cooperative Program.” 
The report also encouraged the 
election of leaders whose churches 
“systematically and enthusiastically 
lead by example in giving sacrifi-

cially and proportionally through the 
Cooperative Program.” Messengers 
defeated an amendment to the report 
that would have set a 10-percent goal 
for churches in CP giving. But the 
overall report emphasizing CP giving 
passed easily. 

“The 
Baptists’ best 
bounce for their 
Baptist buck is 
through C.P. 
[the Coopera-
tive Program],” 
Welch said 
during his 
president’s 
address. “With 
the Coopera-
tive Program, 
everyone can. 
Your dollar 
works seven 
days a week, 
24 hours a day, 
365 days a year, 
all around the 
world, non-stop 
–even when 
you’re snoring, 

asleep, it’s still working.”
In other noteworthy matters:
– Messengers approved mov-

ing the responsibility for steward-
ship education within the Southern 
Baptist Convention to the Executive 
Committee from LifeWay Christian 
Resources. The move consolidates 
stewardship with SBC Cooperative 
Program promotion. The Execu-
tive Committee, which houses the 
Cooperative Program offices in the 
Southern Baptist Convention Building 
in Nashville, Tenn., now will add a 
stewardship arm to “produce, de-
velop, publish and distribute products 
that help Southern Baptists to grow 
in commitment to Jesus Christ by ap-
plying biblical principles of steward-
ship.” Bob Rodgers, vice president for 
Cooperative Program, announced a 
collaborative relationship with Crown 
Financial Ministries that will serve 
as the core of a national stewardship 
initiative dubbed “It’s a New Day.” 
The initiative’s goal is to bring finan-
cial freedom to individuals, families 
and churches by teaching how to 
make Christ Lord of every area of life, 
including finances.

– Messengers passed a resolu-
tion opposing the manufacture and 
consumption of alcohol and urg-
ing the exclusion of Southern Bap-
tists who drink from election to the 
convention’s boards, committees and 
entities. It passed approximately by 
a fourth-fifths majority. Like other 
resolutions, it is not binding on SBC 
churches and entities. All total, mes-
sengers passed 15 resolutions, includ-
ing one that sought to balance faithful 
enforcement of the United States’ 
immigration laws with compassionate 
outreach to all immigrants. It passed 
nearly unanimously with no debate. 
They also adopted resolutions that: 
expressed displeasure with U.S. sena-
tors who recently failed to support a 
constitutional marriage amendment; 
affirmed Christian teachers in the 
public schools and encouraged South-
ern Baptists to provide a godly influ-
ence on school systems through such 
means as election to school boards; 
and condemned all human species-
altering technologies, including the 
creation of human-animal hybrids.

– President Bush spoke via video 
message and Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice spoke in person to 
messengers. Bush expressed his ap-
preciation that Southern Baptists were 
dedicating a statue to Billy Graham. 
He also said America is “making 
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progress” in building a culture of 
life. Rice underscored the importance 
of America’s moral leadership: “If 
America does not serve great pur-
poses, if we do not rally other nations 
to fight intolerance and support peace 
and defend freedom, and to help give 
all hope who suffer oppression, then 
our world will drift toward tragedy,” 
she said. 

“The weight of international lead-
ership is not borne easily,” Rice said, 
“but we as Americans are more than 
equal to this challenge, and we must 
be, for if we imagine a world with-
out American leadership we are led 
inescapably to this solemn conclusion: 
If America does not serve great pur-
poses, if we do not rally other nations 
to fight intolerance and support peace 
and defend freedom, and to help give 
all hope who suffer oppression, then 
our world will drift toward tragedy.”

American inaction will result 
in the strong abusing the weak and 
inevitable threats “to the very heart of 
our nation,” Rice said.

Rice thanked Southern Baptists 
for their acts of compassion in south-
ern Asia after the 2005 earthquake 
and tsunami; in Africa, where South-
ern Baptists are drilling wells and 
caring for AIDS patients; and in recent 
disaster relief efforts at home.

“Here in our own country, few 
have done more than Southern 
Baptists to ease the suffering of those 
who lost everything in Hurricanes Ka-
trina and Rita,” Rice said. “No man, 
no woman, no child is beyond the 
reach of your compassion. Whenever 
tragedy brings people to their knees, 
Southern Baptists have been there to 
help them get back on their feet.”

– Seventy Southern Baptists 
from 35 state Baptist conventions 
have been named to serve on the 
2006 SBC Committee on Nomina-
tions.

The Committee on Nominations 
will nominate people to serve on the 
SBC’s boards, commissions and com-
mittees. They will present their report 
to the 2005 SBC annual meeting in 
Nashville, Tenn.

The committee is made up of two 
people from each state convention -- 
one in church-related vocational work 
and one layperson.

In each case, the church voca-
tional worker is listed first followed 
by the layperson, along with their 
church names. Committee on Nomi-
nations’ members are selected by the 
SBC Committee on 
Committees.

From Mary-
land/Delaware, Da-
vid Phillips, Mis-
sion Fellowship, 
Middletown, Del. 
and Barbara Grace, 
First Church, Per-
ryville, Md., were 
named to serve on 
the Committee on 
Nominations.

New trustees of 
the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s entities 
are diverse, have an 
average age of 48 
and are overwhelm-
ingly first-time 
nominees.

Of the 105 
nominations made 
by the Committee 
on Nominations, only three have ever 
served on an SBC board, messengers 
were told in approving the new trust-
ees June 13.

“That is absolutely extraordinary,” 
SBC President Bobby Welch said. He 
commended the 70-member commit-
tee for “reach[ing] down into the body 

life of this convention and find[ing] 
more folks to fill more places at a time 
like this.”

“We’ve worked cooperatively with 
a good committee,” said committee 
chairman Guy Sanders, pastor of First 
Church, New Port Richey, Fla. “All 
along the way 
I believe we’ve 
evidenced love 
for the Lord 
Jesus Christ, a 
commitment to 
excellence and 
the real spirit 
of enjoyable 
unity.”

– Roy Fish, 
interim presi-
dent of the 
North Ameri-
can Mission 
Board, was 
introduced to 
messengers. 
Bill Curtis, 
chairman of 
the board of 
trustees at 
NAMB, said the presidential search 
committee will receive resumes for 
the new president at www.namb.net 
through Sept. 1. “But the committee 
will then take as much time as neces-
sary to find the man God has for us,” 
he said, before later adding, “I don’t 
want to lose sight of the fact that this 
past year has been one where our mis-
sionaries and mission partners have 
made a tremendous Kingdom impact 
on the lives of countless millions of 
people.”

– International Mission Board 
President Jerry Rankin encouraged 
Southern Baptists to “stay focused” on 
the task of missions. He also thanked 
them for responding in their giv-
ing. “Most significantly in our report 
tonight, Southern Baptists, you gave 
the largest Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering in history with a total of 
$137,939,677. This reflects your heart 
for reaching a lost world, your passion 
for our mission task and your obedi-
ence to our Lord.”

– Messengers referred a mo-
tion to the International Mission 
Board calling for an investigation 
of alleged impropriety among IMB 
trustees. The motion was made by 
Wade Burleson, an IMB trustee from 
Oklahoma and pastor of Emmanuel 
Baptist Church in Enid, Okla. He sup-
ported the referral.

– Messengers defeated, by a 
show of ballots, an Executive Com-
mittee recommendation asking the 
Woman’s Missionary Union to reaf-
firm its loyalty to the Southern Bap-
tist Convention. The recommendation 
asked the 118-year-old auxiliary of 
the SBC to “reaffirm explicitly in [its] 

governing documents and promo-
tional materials the WMU’s historic, 
unique, and exclusive promotion of 
Southern Baptist Convention missions 
and ministries” and/or “become an 
entity of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion in a manner following the form of 

the other SBC entities and acceptable 
to the Convention.” The recommenda-
tion came in response to a motion at 
the 2005 SBC annual meeting ques-
tioning the WMU’s allegiance to the 
SBC. That motion was referred to the 
Executive Committee.

– LifeWay Christian Resources 
President Thom S. Rainer addressed 
messengers in his new post for the 
first time, saying that LifeWay plans 
on putting a greater emphasis on 
evangelism it its products and want 
to help strengthen church Sunday 
Schools. “Whether you’re looking 
at FAITH material, Sunday School 
literature, VBS material or something 
else, you’ll see more evangelistic op-
portunities than you can count,” he 
said. “You can’t disciple people who 
aren’t Christians, so we intend to do 
everything we can to help people and 
churches do evangelism.”

– Ethics & Religious Liberty 
Commission President Richard Land 
expressed hope in America’s future, 
saying that underneath a “camouflage 
net of pagan behavior and irrespon-
sible behavior,” a “genuine, heaven-
sent, Spirit-led revival” is taking place. 
Pointing to a recent report from Chris-
tian researcher George Barna, Land 
said 51 percent of respondents indi-
cated they have been “greatly trans-
formed by their faith.” Among these 

individuals are “revo-
lutionaries,” Land said, 
some 20 million believ-
ers “sold out to lives of 
radical obedience to our 
Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.” He said most of 
the Christians identi-
fied by Barna are in 
their 20s and 30s. “They 
are going to revolution-
ize America. It is up to 
us to grab that spiritual 
energy and harness it 
within our churches,” 
he said.

– GuideStone 
Financial Resources 
President O.S. Hawkins 
said the health of 
Southern Baptist pas-
tors is “improving.” 
GuideStone had a free 
wellness center set up 
in the SBC exhibit hall. 

“Total cholesterol count is down, blood 
pressure is dropping and blood sugar 
numbers are dropping,” he said. “Un-
fortunately, the preliminary report for 
the Greensboro convention reveals that 
70 percent of pastors have a medium-
to-high risk for cardiovascular dis-

ease so there is still work to be done.” 
Hawkins urged churches to include 
life and health benefits in their church 
budget for their pastor and staff.

– At the National African Ameri-
can Fellowship of the Southern 
Baptist Convention (NAAF), Mark 

Croston, president, an-
nounced a North Ameri-
can Mission Board task 
force has completed its 
work and a report on 
its findings and recom-
mendations for strategy 
planning on meeting 
the spiritual needs of 
African Americans. 
Also, LifeWay Christian 
Resources plans to soon 
begin a study tailored 
to ways it can help meet 
the spiritual needs of 
African Americans. 

Officers for NAAF’s 
2006-07 term include 
Croston, president; 
Winston Rudolph, 
vice president; Roscoe 
Belton, Middlebelt 

Church, Detroit, secretary; Leon John-
son, Bread of Life Church, Chicago, 
treasurer; Wayne Chaney, Antioch 
Church, Long Beach, Calif., parlia-
mentarian; Robert Wilson, Sandtown 
Church, Atlanta, historian; Stephen 
Hardnett, New Christian Bible 
Church, Baltimore, eastern region 
director; Rev. Willie Jordan, St. Mark 
Cathedral Church, Harvey, Ill., cen-
tral region director; and E.W. McCall, 
St. Stephen Church, La Puente, Calif., 
western region director.

– The Hispanic National Fellow-
ship of Southern Baptist Churches 
opened its “Facing Challenges of the 
21st Century” June 10-11 meeting 
with a leadership training session 
and banquet sponsored by LifeWay 
Christian Resources.

Harold C. Pinto, LifeWay’s direc-
tor of strategic marketing and native 
of Brazil, told leaders LifeWay has 
conducted several studies that show 
the need for more culturally relevant 
products for the Hispanic commu-
nity. Speaking in Spanish, he con-
tinued, “We have to become and act 
as a multicultural organization that 
attends to the needs of the different 
ethnic groups of North America,” 
Pinto said to applause. “As you know, 
the Hispanic community is a large 
and influential group in our country 
which we need to serve better….” 

Jess Fairbanks, a multi-eth-
nic specialist in LifeWay’s pastoral 
ministries department, said LifeWay 
has been inundated by hits to its 
“LifeWay en Espanol” website which 
offers Web-based resources and infor-
mation in Spanish. Fairbanks pledged 
that LifeWay’s resources in Spanish 
would continue to improve and cul-
turally relevant.

– Don Wilton, senior pastor of 
First Baptist Church in Spartan-
burg, S.C., delivered the convention 
sermon, saying Southern Baptists 
“have some serious confessing and 
forgiving to do.” “Southern Baptists, 
it is time for us to wake up. It is time 
for us to stop the nonsense,” he said. 
“It is time for us to roll up our sleeves 
and go to work and become the soul-
winners that we claim to be.” He 
added, “If we do not obey what God 
teaches us to do … God will no longer 
bless this denomination.”

– According to early, unofficial 
numbers, at least 750-800 decisions 
for Christ were reported as part of 
Crossover, a yearly evangelistic event 
that focuses on the annual meeting’s 
city and the surrounding community.

Next year’s meeting will be held 
in San Antonio, June 12-13, 2007.
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By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

GULU, Uganda—Can a story 
change the world? 

That’s what three idealistic 20-
somethings from Southern California 
thought when they traveled to Sudan 
to document the unfolding genocide. 

Unable to negotiate entry into the 
tightly protected war-torn area, the 
three filmmakers ended up in northern 
Uganda, where God providentially 
exposed the unrelenting terror faced 
by tens of thousands of children—
aptly named ‘night commuters’—who 
flee alone from their homes each night 
to hide away from would-be captors.

The captors, the rebel Lord’s 
Resistance Army (LRA) led by 
witchcraft practitioner Joseph Kony, 
violently brainwash children, as young 
as four or five years old, forcing them 
to witness odious acts of murder and 
torture, and then requiring them to 
commit the same atrocities. Those who 
refuse or react in fear become targets 
themselves.

As a result, an entire generation 
does not enjoy the privilege of sleeping 
in their own beds. Parents nightly 
relinquish their children with no 
assurance that they will come home. 
Teenagers face the future with no 
education. Former child soldiers 
experience rejection and fear re-
abduction.

All while the rest of the world sits 
idly by, unaware of a generation of 
invisible children.

Under the youthful, poignant 
direction of Jason Russell, Bobby 
Bailey and Laren Poole, the MTV-
style documentary, The Invisible 
Children: Rough Cut, makes ‘visible’ the 
thousands of children trapped in this 
desperate cycle of fear and violence. 

“It’s mind boggling! I couldn’t 
understand how something like 
this could still be going on,” shared 
Russell, in a phone interview with 
BaptistLIFE. 

“How could we as Americans 
– let alone Christians– allow this 
to happen? If it was happening in 
America, it would be on the news 
every night!”

The young director laments the 
statistics. 

Already, an estimated 20,000-
50,000 children have been abducted to 
fight as soldiers, reports his Invisible 
Children organization. Around 130 
people die per day due to the violence, 
and 1.7 million people have been 
forcibly displaced by the war.

What began in 1986 as a rebellion 
against the Ugandan government, 
through the efforts of the LRA, 
metastasized into an enormous brigade 
of ruthless deception and cruelty. 

Dubbed by Christianity Today 
as “one of the larger terrorist 
organizations in the world,” the LRA 
uses religion to recruit soldiers into its 
rebel army. 

The LRA promises that the Holy 
Spirit will protect soldiers from 
bullets. Those who die are said to be 
possessed by evil spirits.

When those who initially joined 
the movement became disenchanted, 
the LRA turned to abducting 
children. Under the threat of death, 
the young, traumatized fighters 
are forced to harm or kill their own 
families. 

Surviving parents, set on 
protecting their children, refuse to 
raise up arms against the LRA, which 
exacerbates the 
problem.

Sen. Sam 
Brownback (R-KS) 
has visited the war-
torn Acholiland and 
likens the situation 
to the Holocaust. 

“You have the 
ability and access 
to do things to 
help people, and 
if you don’t do it, 
somebody is going 
to die…” he told his 
fellow congressmen 
at a screening of the 
Invisible Children: 
Rough Cut in 
Washington, D.C. 

“They will die, literally, because 
they have no voice; they are not seen; 
they are invisible!” he said.

Invisible Children’s Russell says 
it’s their goal to make these children 
visible, “to raise the bar and bring the 
profile of African children higher.” 
He believes that people want to know, 
and once they know, they want to do 
something about it.

Currently, Invisible Children 
has sought to increase awareness 
through extensive screenings and 
DVD distribution of their film. 
Thirty college-aged volunteers who 
were impacted by the film toured 
the country in donated recreational 
vehicles to promote the film in high 
schools and churches.

Initially capturing the attention of 
youth all over the nation, the film has 
been viewed at the United Nations 
Association, the Carter Center and 
the Capitol Building in Washington, 
D.C. Footage has been shown on The 
Oprah Winfrey Show, CNN and the 
National Geographic Channel.

And then on April 29, Invisible 
Children hosted Global Night 
Commute, when some 70,000-80,000 
youth converged on urban centers 
in 130 major cities around the 
world, commuting to and sleeping 
downtown as a sign of solidarity with 
displaced Ugandan children.

“I can’t imagine how parents 
must feel when they watch their 
children walk away every night,” one 
parent told Russell. “It didn’t hit me 
until the Global Night Commute—
when I let my 18-year-old go to sleep 
downtown,” she said.

“We were blown away by the 
response,” said Russell, who joined the 
Commute in Chicago, Ill., along with 
Ugandan Jacob, who is featured in the 
film.

At the end of the Invisible Children: 
Rough Cut, a tearful Jacob says, “I have 
nothing. I don’t even have a blanket. 
We don’t have anything to do with 
food. Maybe we can eat once a day… 
so it is better when you kill us. And, if 
possible you can kill us, you kill us. For 
us, we don’t want now to stay. …no one 
taking care of us…” 

For Jacob, the Chicago experience 
left him speechless. He didn’t have 
the words to express his awe over the 
incredible outpouring of support. “I’ll 
leave the rest to God to say,” Jacob 
shared.

Others have been inspired as well.
Brittany Hogan, former Miss 

California (2005), was so disturbed by 
the documentary that she packed her 
bags and moved to Uganda, where 
she has been working with orphans 
at New Hope Uganda’s Kasana 
Children’s Centre.

Three months into the process, she 
has discerned the answer to Uganda’s 
spiritual battle. 

“Let me tell you how exciting it is 
to confidently say that thousands of 
miles away the church in America can 
be the front lines of an offensive attack 
against the principalities of darkness,” 
she wrote in her Feb. 1, 2006 blog at 
BrittanyHogan.com. 

“Because this physical war in 
Uganda is sustained by Satan and 
his demons, we—the body of Christ 
all over the world—have such an 
opportunity to be on the front lines in 
Uganda,” she appealed.

“The call is now. It is unacceptable 
for us to shrug our shoulders and sigh 
that we despair over the situation in 
Uganda and ‘just can’t do anything.’ 
We are the ones who hold the answer! 
The front lines are waiting for us to 
step up.”

Hogan believes that once the 
African tribes have been reconciled 
to God and through Him to one 
another, the spiritual darkness will be 
confronted with the Light. 

“And here lies the solution to the 
abductions and slaughters and all the 
other awful things taking place in 
Northern Uganda. The answer is the 
unity of the church against the unity of 
evil,” she said.

She asked, “How can we ever 
expect to stand divided against such 
darkness?”

Yet, as Russell noted, it has been 
three years since the beginning of the 
Invisible Children project, and the war 
is still going on. 

“There’s a world of people 
struggling out there 
while we are so busy 
taking care of ourselves,” 
Russell observed, 
pointing to Haggai 1:9, 
“…because of my house, 
which remains a ruin, 
while each of you is busy 
with his own house.”

“We need to take 
extreme action because 
it is an emergency,” 
he stressed. “We 
[Americans] don’t 
necessarily view it as an 
emergency yet.”

Which begs the 
question: is Africa 
cursed? 

“It depends on 
what lens you look through,” Russell 
answered. “The Africans lack things, 
but they have joy.” 

With discerning thoughtfulness, 
he contemplates God’s presence in 
“the poor,” as noted in the Scripture’s 
Beatitudes, which say blessed are the 
poor and those who mourn.

He countered, “Who really is 
cursed? The people in our land of 
excess are dying from obesity, an over 
supply of Prozac and pornography. We 
are a nation dying on the inside. They 
are dying physically, but theirs is the 
Kingdom of heaven. They know God 
so much because that is all they have.”

He continued, “Most of the 
Africans accept God because they have 
nothing else to cling to but hope. They 
know God… they believe Him with 
every bone of their body.”

With over 800 hours of film, the 
three filmmakers seek to expand their 
project into a full-length feature film, 
Invisible Children: Final Cut, to be 
available in 2007.

In addition to building awareness 
and funds, the team hopes to 
construct a safe community where 
orphans and children can learn and 
grow in peace. Through a bracelet 
campaign, which markets bracelets 
alongside DVDs about individual 
Ugandans and their struggles, they 
seek to raise funds to adequately 
educate and provide psychological 
assistance for the children.

For more information about the 
bracelets or to host your own Invisible 
Children screening event, visit www.

InvisibleChildren.com.

Exposing the ‘Invisible Children’ of Uganda

Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 

WAKE FOREST, N.C.—South-
eastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
celebrated its spring 2006 commence-
ment ceremonies on May 26, 2006, with 
more than 260 students graduating 
from its graduate and undergraduate 
programs.

The following students from the 
state of Maryland graduated. 

Associate of Divinity: Ryan Wil-
liam Blaylock, Westminster, Md.

Bachelor of Arts: James Alexander 
Havlicsek, Reisterstown, Md.; Steven 
Michael Nauman, Jr., Westminster, Md.

Master of Divinity: Young Gill 
Chung, Rockville, Md.

Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 

LOUISVILLE, Ky.—The South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary 
held its 197th graduation com-
mencement on May 19 with the first 
outdoor graduation in the school’s 
history on the Seminary Lawn. 

A graduating class of 232 stu-
dents received degrees. Boyce 
College, Southern Seminary’s un-
dergraduate school, held its com-
mencement on May 12. Eighty two 

received degrees from Boyce, 17 
received certificates from Southern’s 
Seminary Wives Institute and eight 
women received certificates from 
Southern’s Women’s Ministry Insti-
tute. 

From the School of Theology, the 
following students from Maryland 
graduated with a Master of Divinity 
degree: John D. Adamson, Crofton, 
Md.; Randy C. Gilliam, Barnesville, 
Md; Song Y Hyon, Silver Spring, Md.; 
and Yong S Marsilio, Aberdeen, Md.

From Billy Graham School of 
Mission, Evangelism and Church 
Growth: Hyunshik James Lee, Po-
tomac, Md. - Master of Divinity.

Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary

FORT WORTH, Texas —Julie 
DuVall, LaVale, Md., received a Master 
of Arts in Christian Education and 
Church Recreation from Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Fort Worth during spring commence-
ment on Friday, May 5th. 

Two hundred sixty-four gradu-
ates earned degrees during South-
western’s 211th commencement cer-
emony at Fort Worth’s Travis Avenue 
Church. The spring graduating class 
included students from 25 states and 
15 foreign countries. 

Maryland/Delaware students graduate from SBC seminaries
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Casting Crowns’ musicians maintain student ministry focus

By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

BALTIMORE, Md.—Mark Hall 
does not want to give up his day job 
to pursue a music career.  

For the past 15 years, the lead 
singer of Casting Crowns has been 
pouring his heart into student min-
istry. In fact, four of the seven band 
members actively serve at Eagles 
Landing Church in McDonough, Ga., 
where Hall serves as student pastor. 

“We come home every week 
to people who desperately need a 
relationship with Jesus.  This is the 
ministry that God has called us to,” 
Hall stresses. 

Sharing about his ministry dur-
ing the May 4 concert at Baltimore’s 
First Mariner Arena, he said, “If we 
are open and honest about our lives 
and our walk with Jesus, then others 
will see us and think, ‘Hey, that’s me, 
too! God can do that in me!’”

The band, recently headlining a 
46-city tour with Nichole Nordeman, 
newcomer Josh Bates and evangelis-
tic speaker Tony Nolan, featured the 
band’s sophomore release, “Life-
song,” which won Best Pop/Contem-

porary Gospel Album during the 
48th Annual GRAMMY Awards in 
2005. 

The band was named Group 
of the Year for the second consecu-
tive year at the 37th Annual Gospel 
Music Awards in April 2006. “Life-
song” was also recognized with a 
Dove Award for Pop/Contemporary 
Album.

The Lifesong project’s first single 
and title track, “Lifesong,” marks 
the band’s fourth consecutive career 
No.1, following mega hits “If We Are 
the Body,” “Who Am I,” and “Voice 
of Truth,” all from the band’s plati-
num-selling, self-titled debut record. 

The second single from Lifesong, 
“Praise You In This Storm,” was just 
released to all formats of Christian 
radio. 

In addition, “Lifestories,” a collec-
tion of stories marking the people and 
events behind the songs of Casting 
Crowns, will be released in August.

Accolades aside, Hall believes that 
sharing personal struggles through 
music and teachings creates an atmo-
sphere where people will listen. When 
he sings, “I’m not saying it’s you; I’m 
saying it’s me,” he explains.

“We 
speak of our 
failures and 
how God 
rescued us 
from the pit 
and allows us 
to be a part 
of what He is 
doing in the 
world.” 

That 
transparency 
teaches a lot 
better than 
principles, 
Hall adds. 

“We get 
a little plastic 
in church. As 

a leader, your strongest ministry is to 
show students what life is like in the 
real world.”

Students and adults, whom he 
calls “teenagers with more experi-
ence,” are responding.

“So… it’s not about art or music. 
The music is not the point. Music is 
just a way of sharing the awesome 
love of God.”  

More than the music, his minis-
try is all about building relationships 
with the students. “It’s not just teach-
ing, but actually being a part of their 
lives and letting them know that we 
like them.”

And like them, he does. 
In fact, the music ministry grew 

out of his desire to speak directly to 
the needs of the students to whom 
he ministered, first at First Church, 
Daytona Beach, Fla., then at Eagles 
Landing Church in suburban Atlanta, 
Ga.

“We would start a band and lead 
worship with the students,” Hall 
shares. “It all started with the teenag-
ers.”

Hall produced CD’s for the youth 
to give out as an outreach tool. Each 
CD jacket contained the song lyrics, 

the youth ministry meeting times 
and information on how to become a 
Christian. 

Chase Tremont, one of Hall’s 
students, passed on a CD to music 
producer Mark Miller, who was taken 
by the raw honesty in the words and 
voices. 

It was a providential connection. 
Miller, of Sawyer Brown coun-

try music fame, and Stephen Curtis 
Chapman, multiple-award-winning 
Christian recording artist, led Casting 
Crowns into national attention, but 
only after Hall received a satisfactory 
answer to his question: “Am I still go-
ing to be able to be a youth minister?”

Hall admits he never pursued be-
ing part of a big name Christian band. 
In fact, he confesses that fear nearly 
crippled him from pursuing music or 
ministry. 

Admitting to being plagued by 
dyslexia and attention-deficit disorder 
(ADD), Hall didn’t feel good enough 
to pursue the God-sized tasks placed 
before him. 

“I was 21 years old before I ever 
said the word, ‘dyslexia,’” he con-
fesses. 

Despite his fears, he followed 
God’s leadership into church ministry. 
His first church had about 90 people, 
including eight kids. Now with over 
400 kids and 50 adult leaders, he 
wants to share the lessons he has 
learned along the way.

To that end, in addition to leading 
periodic “Momentum” youth confer-
ences, Hall dedicates time during 
the concert intermissions to provide 
encouragement to youth leaders.

Also, Hall and Reagan Farris, his 
co-pastor and former student, provide 
free resources, available in partner-
ship with Global Youth Ministry, to 
help jumpstart other student min-
istries. Available at www.jumpstar-
tresources.com, resources include 
themed Bible studies, videos, hand-
outs and sermon notes.

By Larry Baker

COLUMBIA, 
Md.—Have you 
ever thought about 
the significance of 
Jesus’ words when 
He said, “go and 
make disciples” 
and then, of course, 
you read in Acts 
2 (and following) 
that the church 

“grew” (Acts 2:46, 4:4)? What about 
when the Bible says the church began 
to “multiply or was adding” new 
people into the kingdom of heaven 
(Acts 5:14) every day? In other words, 
did you notice that the church was 
obeying what Jesus said about mak-
ing disciples? The church was already 
meeting in the temple courts, but the 
homes became a vital part of making 
disciples.

As the BCM/D small group 
consultant, I have a passion to help 
churches grow larger and smaller at 
the same time through small groups. 
Small groups are a vehicle for seeing 
people transformed by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. When you appropri-
ate small groups in your ministry, it’s 
amazing what God can accomplish 
as people in your group not just hear 
the Word, but they actually put it into 
practice (Luke 11:28).  

If you’re considering small groups 
in your church I want to encourage 
you with a few things to think about 
when starting a small group.

Why start small groups?
1. Eliminate loneliness. There 

are more people lonely today than 
ever before. Psalm 68:6 says God sets 
the lonely in families. Is it possible for 
your small group to be family to those 
who are apart from their own families 
(emotionally or otherwise)?

2. Gives people the opportunity 
to become devoted followers of Jesus 
Christ. In other words, people can be 
transformed, not just informed.

3. Establish the five functions of 
the church in the context of a small 
group of people: discipleship, wor-
ship, ministry, fellowship and evan-
gelism.

How to start a small group?
1. Pray and ask God for His vi-

sion and passion about small groups. 
Ask God to start preparing the hearts 
of people in your life and church. 
Write the names of people that God 
has put in your mind and heart. Then 
approach them to be part of your 
group. As pastor or church leader, 
you need to model the small group ex-
perience. If you are not involved in a 
small group, don’t expect your church 
members to be involved.

2. Start now. Don’t wait until you 
have all the right answers. I have been 
doing small group ministry for years 
and am still trying to figure some 
things out. Like the rest of life, small 
groups are fluid and changing; you 
learn as you go.

3. Open your home. The best 
place for people to get to know you 

is right in your home, where you feel 
most comfortable. Let people see how 
you live!

4. Be real. People need to see you 
in an authentic way. When people see 
that your life is not perfect, (did I say 
that?) and that you have life problems 
just like them, this will speak to their 
hearts about sharing their life with 
you.

5. Don’t be afraid to fail. God 
wants us to be risk takers for his 
Kingdom. It’s better to fail than not try 
at all.

6. Never quit. Small groups can by 
challenging, but very rewarding. Dur-
ing the times of challenges, remember 
that God is always at work. You must 
know why you’re doing small groups. 
If you do it because it’s biblical, and 
right, then you won’t quit. If you are 
doing it because every one else is, then 
it will be easy to quit.

What to do in small groups?
1. Do life together.
2. Empower people for ministry.
3. Experience Jesus through worship.
4. Serve in your communities.
5. Apply scripture for changed lives.

How to keep people coming back to 

your small group?
1. Pray for each person daily.
2. Write encouraging prayer cards to 

your members quarterly.
3. Make a visit to a member to show 

you care for them. Surprise them 
in their context!

4. Give people responsibilities for the 

group. You don’t have to do every-
thing.

5. Create a dynamic atmosphere 
through prayer, worship, Bible 
application, vision casting, fel-
lowship and, of course, God’s 
presence.

Small group ministry is a way to 
grow your church numerically and 
spiritually. It’s a way that God can 
use you to effectively make disciples 
so they can go and make disciples for 
Jesus Christ.

Looking for more resources?
Look ahead for small group pod-

casts on practical ways to grow your 
groups to be posted on www.yourb-
cmd.org/smallgroups; call me at (443) 
463-7102; or e-mail at nhchurch@
comcast.net.

Larry Baker is the BCM/D small 
group consultant and pastor of New 

Hope Community Church, Pasadena Md.

Tools you can use for small group ministry

Casting Crowns (L to R): Juan DeVevo, Hector Cervantes, Melodee DeVevo, Andy Williams, Mark Hall, Chris 

Huffman and Megan Garrett

Larry Baker

BCM/D Consultant 

for Small Groups
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Dear Counselor:
“There is a person from my 

church who calls regularly with 
questions about an event or some-
thing related to the church. But, 
recently the calls have become 
more challenging and a little more 
personal. I am a pastor’s wife and 
do not want to offend the person 
or affect our ministry in any way. 
How do I tell the person that the 
calls are inappropriate?”

         A Concerned Pastor’s Wife

Dear “Concerned:”
Thank you for your question that 

raises a frequent issue for those in min-
istry. Our desire for a compassionate, 

or “Christian,” response often makes us 
vulnerable to persons who might make 
inappropriate requests or statements. The 
issue happens so often that Peter Steinke 
has created a training video to address 
this entitled, “Healthy Helping.”

Your internal sense of awkward-
ness in the questioning from the church 
member is actually a clue that something 
sacred is about to happen. Firstly, some-
thing sacred is about to happen with the 
church member because they are starting 
to reveal through their inappropriateness 
something significant about their own 
personal problems (even if they can-
not see it yet.) Something is starting to 
“leak” that they cannot hold in check any 
longer. The “leak” is occurring in your 
presence because internally they know 

(and perhaps God knows) that you can 
help.

However, the help for which they 
are asking and the help that is needed are 
often two different things. True help will 
not come by passively doing what they 
want, or helplessly letting them invade 
your space. Neither will help come by ag-
gressively blowing them off. True help will 
come by listening to your own awkward-
ness and responding with compassionate 
directness, or with what we sometimes 
call “carefrontation.” Examples of such 
responses might be: “I’m curious about 
how often you are calling me and wonder 
if you are asking me for something I am 
not able to give;” or, “I can see that you 
really want some help with your life and 
even though I cannot give you that help, 

I can get you to a trained person who can 
help;” or, “I’m not comfortable with the 
language you are using at this point and 
feel like you are asking me for something 
that I cannot give.”

This leads to the second sacred 
happening of these awkward encounters 
– namely, God is inviting us to grow. To 
respond with “carefrontation” requires 
that we examine our own tendencies to 
please, to avoid conflict or to hide from 
truth. To change these patterns will re-
quire us to deepen our trust in God.

Questions may be e-mailed to 
trodgerson@bcmd.org with the subject 

line indicating, “Dear Counselor.” 
Alternatively, questions can be mailed 

to Tom Rodgerson, 8203 Harford Road, 
Parkville, MD  21234. 

“Dear Counselor” with CentrePointe Counseling, Inc..
“How do I handle potentially inappropriate calls?”

Pastors’ Conference: Openness to God’s opportunities
By Baptist Press Staff

GREENSBORO, N.C. (BP)—If 
thousands of Southern Baptist pas-
tors from across the United States 
came to the 2006 Pastors’ Confer-
ence to get inspiration for “Reaching 
Today’s World for Jesus Christ” – the 
theme of this year’s gathering – they 
got what they came for in the Greens-
boro Coliseum June 11.

“There is nothing like 
the Pastors’ Conference to 
get you on fire and get you 
going,” outgoing Southern 
Baptist Convention President 
Bobby Welch said in his wel-
coming remarks.

Pastors’ Conference 
President Bryant Wright 
of Johnson Ferry Church, 
Marietta, Ga., hosted a lineup 
of preachers and musicians 
that included Johnny Hunt, 
pastor of the First Church, 
Woodstock, Ga.; Chuck Kel-
ley, president of New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Semi-
nary; Dick Lincoln, pastor 
of Shandon Church, Columbia, S.C.; 
and Christian recording artist David 
Phelps.

Hunt cited God’s “master plan for 
evangelism” in the Acts 17 account 
of the Apostle Paul being run out of 
Thessalonica and chased to Berea. He 
said pastors need to emulate those 
early Christian missionaries who 
“turned the world upside down.”

Paul shared the authority and 
truthfulness of Scripture, Hunt said, 
noting, “There is one thing Southern 
Baptists need: We need not to just 
plan and talk about a plan; we need 
to ask God to give us hot hearts to 
see people come to faith in Jesus 
Christ.”

The best way to build a church, 
Hunt said, is to win people to faith 
in Jesus Christ and then ask them to 
join in winning other people. But he 
said he is concerned that preachers 
have gotten too busy and are not ac-
tively witnessing to unsaved people.

“Nothing will keep a preacher’s 
heart on fire like telling people who 
Jesus is,” Hunt said. “If you are too 
busy to witness to someone, preach-
er, that’s not busyness; that’s dis-
obedience. The last time I checked, 
disobedience is sinfulness.”

New Orleans Seminary President 
Chuck Kelley noted even though 
Hurricane Katrina caused “perhaps 
the greatest disbursement of people 
in America since the Civil War,” God 
used the disaster to open up op-

portunities for sharing the Gospel 
in New Orleans that Kelley had not 
seen in 30 years of living there.

“Adversity is the ticket to great 
acts of God,” Kelley said. If preach-
ers believe the sovereignty of God, 
he said, they would be courageously 
obedient to God’s call to preach the 
Gospel in the face of crisis or devas-
tation.

“When everything around you 
falls apart, and all the evidence seems 
contrary to what you believe about 
God’s sovereignty and control, that is 
when God is ready to do His deepest 
work in your heart,” Kelley said.

“Our word of testimony from 
the campus of New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary is a very simple 
word, ‘Do not be afraid,’” Kelley said. 
“Do not be afraid for your life is in 
the hands of an all-powerful God who 
will move heaven and earth to care 
for you.”

Lincoln started his message with 
his own testimony. Growing up, rarely 
going to church, Lincoln said as a 
college student he was “a pagan more 
interested in partying than anything 
else.” But his roommate was a com-
mitted believer raised in a Baptist 
church, which was passionate about 
reaching the world for Jesus Christ.

Through the faithfulness of his 
roommate, along with an invitation 
to go to an evangelistic outreach at 
a church, Lincoln was introduced to 
Christ and subsequently saved. Now 
as a pastor, Lincoln said he takes 
seriously the Apostle Paul’s mission 
in 1 Corinthians 9:22 to “become all 
things to all people, so that I may by 
all means save some.”

Lincoln recounted how he never 
liked contemporary worship formats, 
compared to a more traditional style. 
But at the urging of some persistent 
members of his church, Lincoln said 

he decided six years ago to add a new 
worship service and allow it to be in 
a contemporary format. Despite his 
misgivings, Lincoln said more than 
1,100 people showed up to the inaugu-
ral service.

“If I knew at 30 years old what 
I know now, I would have a coun-
try western worship service and a 
contemporary worship service and 

a traditional worship service,” he 
said. “Don’t let the culture of the 
saved determine your efforts to reach 
the world.... Don’t be against it just 
because you don’t like it. Someone 
may come to Christ because you were 
broadminded.”

The opening session of the Pas-
tors’ Conference concluded with a 
videotaped message from Rick War-
ren of Saddleback Church in Lake 
Forest, Calif. Originally scheduled to 
appear in person, Warren’s message 
was titled, “How to Live Like Jesus.” 
In it, Warren outlined nine “keys to 
God’s power in your ministry.” He 
said when God finds preachers who 
live with integrity, humility, simplic-
ity, possibility, hospitality, civility, 
charity, generosity and priority of 
purpose, there is “almost nothing 
God will not do for this person.”

In a departure from the tradi-
tional conference format, pastors 
chose from a series of breakout ses-
sions Monday morning at the nearby 
Sheraton Greensboro Hotel at Four 
Seasons. Noted preachers, ministry 
experts and theologians led ses-
sions on how to reach today’s world 
through men’s ministries, women’s 
ministries, multi-campus churches, 
breakout churches and other strate-
gies. One much-anticipated breakout 
session, meanwhile, was a dialogue 
between Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary President 
Paige Patterson and Southern Bap-

tist Theological Seminary President 
Al Mohler titled, “Reaching Today’s 
World Through Differing Views of 
Election.”

Monday afternoon’s activities 
reflected a new twist on the format of 
the SBC Pastors’ Conference, Wright 
explained. Whereas the music at the 
Sunday evening opening session was 
in a blended style led by Mark Cot-

tingham and the Impact Team 
from Johnson Ferry Church, 
Monday afternoon’s session at 
the hotel was in a contemporary 
worship style led by Jonathan 
Munson and the church’s wor-
ship band. Contemporary Chris-
tian music artists Shane & Shane 
were featured. Speakers includ-
ed Nelson Searcy of The Journey 
in New York City, Kerry Shook 
of Fellowship of the Woodlands 
in Texas and Erwin McManus of 
Mosaic in Los Angeles.

The Pastors’ Conference con-
cluded back at the Greensboro 
Coliseum Monday evening. The 
music was a traditional style led 
by the Johnson Ferry Choir and 

Orchestra, with messages from David 
Jeremiah, Tony Evans and Ed Young 
Sr., and a tribute to the late Adrian 
Rogers featuring his wife Joyce.

ADVERTISEMENT

Mission X
August 6-11, 2006
Skycroft Conference Center

“Serving God to 
the Extreme!”
A new missional camp 
experience for youth 
groups and/or families. 
Come discover God’s purpose for 
your family and your church…
•     Community ministries
•     Mission sites
•     New church projects

For registration and more 
information contact Grace 
at Skycroft Conference Center, 
(800) 536-
6759, grace@
skycroft.
org or visit 
Skycroft’s 
website at 
www.skycroft.
org.



STUDENT MINISTER/ASSOCI-
ATE PASTOR – Long Green Baptist 
Church is searching for God’s man 
to direct, plan, lead, and coordinate 
ministry to middle and high school 
students.  Candidates should have 

significant experience in leading a 
youth ministry; the ability to re-
cruit, train, and work with adult 
volunteers; be willing to serve as a 
resource for the children’s ministry, 
as well as college ministry; ability to 
fill the pulpit in the pastor’s absence. 
Seminary study preferred, but not 
required.  For more details or to sub-
mit a resume with references, contact 
Pastor Kevin Crawford at pastorkev-
in@longgreenbc.org.

TEACHERS NEEDED – Berwyn 
Baptist School has an opening for 

a 5th and 8th grade teacher for the 
2006-2007 school year. Berwyn Bap-
tist School serves children preschool 
through 8th grade. Open Enrollment. 
For more information, call (301) 474-
1561. Berwyn Baptist School, 4720 
Cherokee Street, College Park, MD 
20740.

NURSING HOME MINISTRY – If 
you are a retired pastor or layperson 
interested in a part-time, special, 
nursing home ministry, in your area, 
call: Ebenezer Ministries (601) 737-
4506, day; (601) 737-2240, evening. 
Email: ebenmin@aol.com, Write: Eb-
enezer Ministries, PO Box 45, Bailey, 
MS 39320.

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX YOUR AD 

Deadlines are the second Friday of 

each month for the following month’s 

issue. Classified advertising is 75 

cents per word ($18.00 minimum) 

for BCM/D churches and church 

members; 85 cents per word 

($20.00 minimum) for non-profit 

organizations; and 95 cents per word 

($25.00 minimum) for commercial 

organizations. Word count does not 

include words with two letters or less. 

Contact us for display ad pricing. 

Acceptance of advertising does 

not constitute an endorsement of any 

advertiser’s products or services.

To Place an Ad
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By Bob Gerstmyer and Tim Durkin
Baptist Family & Children’s Services

[This is the third in a series of articles 
on the impact of child abuse and neglect 
in churches. The first article outlined the 
scope of the abuse problem facing church-
es. The second described precautions 
churches can take to prevent child abuse 
from occurring. Both of these articles are 
available through the BaptistLife archive 
at www.bcmd.org. This installment ad-
dresses healing a church after abuse has 
occurred. The final article in this series-
-appearing in September--will outline 
the legal responsibilities and privileges 
of a pastor when dealing with abuse and 
neglect.]

Child abuse and neglect, wherev-
er it occurs, has a great and negative 
impact on the life of the abused child. 
Abused children, if able to escape 
their abusive environment, must 
overcome major challenges to develop 
into strong, healthy adults. Abuse can 
leave kids far behind on physical and 
psychological developmental scales. 
Abuse creates wounds more than skin 
deep – wounds that can take decades 
to heal.

When child abuse occurs in a 
church context, the abuser violates the 
church’s fundamental sanctity. The 
English words sanctity and sanctu-
ary come from the same Latin word: 
sanctus, which can translate as holy. 
So when the sanctuary of the church 
is broken, when an abuser does not 
respect the holiness of the church’s 
grounds and all the physical and 
spiritual protection that a sanctu-

ary creates, the basic holiness of the 
church space is compromised.

A church, of course, is not just the 
physical building and the spiritual 
energy that we as believers create in 
it. A church is also its congregation, 
which faces a major crisis of its own in 
the wake of child abuse. 

All congregations, 
of all denominations, 
need to face the reality 
of child abuse occur-
ring in churches. While 
the Catholic Church in 
America has been the 
focus of much attention 
regarding child abuse, 
every church needs to 
take this problem very 
seriously. 

Writing in Christian 
Century magazine, John 
Dart warns that “the 
stealth that accompanies 
sexual mistreatment 
of children and adults 
knows no denomination-
al boundaries. Churches and other 
caring institutions engender trust, 
which can be either a blessing or a 
means of deception. Churches are be-
ing urged to focus not only on clergy 
behavior but on that of volunteers.” 

In Safe Sanctuaries: Reducing the 
Risk of Child Abuse in the Church, 
Joy Melton outlines a few steps a con-
gregation could take to promote heal-
ing for the abused child, their family, 
and the congregation itself.

First, Melton recommends, “truth 
telling. This means engaging in honest 
communication about what has hap-

pened.... Above all, truth telling does 
not mean blaming the child victim in 
any way!”

Second, Melton writes that a 
congregational meeting may help 
advance truth telling and healing. The 
meeting should be very well planned 

out and promoted, not 
impromptu. The agenda 
should include fact shar-
ing, small group sharing 
time and closing mo-
ments of reflection and 
worship.

Finally, Melton 
advises churches to be 
aware that “one letter or 
one congregational meet-
ing probably will not be 
all your church needs.” 
Instead, churches should 
plan for continuing min-
istry to the needs of the 
abused and the needs of 
the congregation. Educa-
tional events, counseling 
services and “program-

ming with children and youth aimed 
at restoring their trust in the church 
and its workers” will all probably be 
necessary to completely healing a 
congregation. 

In addition to Melton’s three 
recommendations, churches should 
consider offering “Healing Services” 
to help reconcile the congregation to 
the victim and to wrap around the 
victim all the love and support the 
congregation can offer. This act of love 
can be a good first step to rebuild the 
confidence a congregation needs to 
have in itself. 

In many ways, the recommenda-
tions offered above work to create in 
the congregation a complete under-
standing of the abuse and the impact 
it has on the life of the victim. They 
help the congregation to identify with 
the victim, in part because the congre-
gation is itself a victim of the abuse 
perpetrated. The trust that they have 
put in the abuser – if the abuser is a 
pastor or minister or volunteer – has 
been violated and their church greatly 
harmed.

Through services, group counsel-
ing or other communal means, con-
gregations need to face the feelings of 
guilt and violation they will feel after 
a case of child abuse occurs in their 
church. As that emotional response to 
abuse occurs, congregations must also 
respond swiftly to prevent any further 
cases of abuse. 

Proper screening of ministry, 
administrative staff and especially 
volunteers is paramount to protecting 
the kids entrusted to the sanctuary of 
a church. Please see the earlier articles 
in this series for an in-depth look at 
setting up proper policies and proce-
dures to protect kids. 

For more information, watch this 
column in the coming months or call 

Baptist Family’s Tricia Walters at (800) 
621-8834, ext. 118.

BCM/D’s June Holland, children/
preschool ministries consultant can 

provide personal recommendations and 
has abundant resources available. She can 

be reached at (410) 290-5290, ext. 233.

How to promote healing after child abuse and neglect in the church

Join us July 28-29 (Friday 2PM to Saturday 2PM) 
at Skycroft for BCM/D’s Horizons conference! 

• To celebrate through media, music and message!
• To discover practical and proven ideas, techniques, and resources 

for use in your church
• To receive quality training (56 conferences to choose from!) to 

help you as you minister in your church
• To meet your needs through teaching, learning, worship, dialog 
 and fellowship

For more information call (800) 466-5290 ext. 226, email 
dshiflett@bcmd.org or visit www.yourbcmd.org/horizons



By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

BALTIMORE, Md.—Darnell 
Ranson was comfortable. He was as-
sistant pastor in 
Baltimore’s grow-
ing New Chris-
tian Bible Baptist 
Church, where he 
had been taught, 
baptized, licensed 
and ordained. 

His wife, 
Michele, was a 
licensed at-home 
daycare provider, 
which paved the 
way for countless 
opportunities to 
minister to unwed 
mothers and 
married couples. 

Life was 
good. But 15 
years into the 
process, Ranson 
started feeling 
God’s direction to do something more 
challenging—start his own church. 

Born out of the daycare families 
that they reached, the Ransons planted 
Bethlehem Baptist Church in 2002. 

After the Ransons formed 
the infant church in their home, 

Bethlehem shared space with 
northeast Baltimore’s Philadelphia 
Christian Church and Ministries. 
A short 16-17 months later, the 
church signed a contract for a vacant 

building that 
once served 
as a bar called 
Screwballs. 

This 
location now 
serves as 
the hub for 
Bethlehem’s 
two worship 
services 
and various 
outreach 
ministries, 
most notably 
the Kidz 

Safe Haven 
Outreach, 
which 
ministers 
weekly to 20-

30 preteens and 
teens. 

Held every Friday night, the 
outreach effort features a computer 
lab, conflict resolution classes, and 
safe play for area children. 

The ministry also boasts a Kidz 
Safe Haven choir, comprised of 
formerly unchurched kids who sing a 

variety of worship songs throughout 
local churches.

Bethlehem also partners with 
Baltimore Rising, a mentoring 
program initiated by the Baltimore 
Mayor’s Campaign Against Youth 
Crime and Violence. 

Highly involved with the 
Embrace process, Bethlehem 
has a growing partnership with 
Middle River Baptist Church, and 
most recently, has partnered with 
Pennsylvania churches Christ Chapel 
International in Redline and Mt. 
Moriah in York to support churches 
in Kenya, Africa.

“We’re not a rich congregation,” 
Ranson acknowledged. “It’s just 
through prayer, commitment and 
dedication that God is doing this!” 

Since its inception, Ranson has 
not earned a salary from the church. 
Instead, the couple lives on the 
proceeds from the continuing daycare 
ministry. 

Each step of the way, they have 
had to rely on God through prayer 
to provide the finances necessary to 
move the ministry forward.

How has God answered their 
prayers?

“The Lord sent someone that 
gave us exactly $3,000 to repair the 
church’s heating system,” Ranson 
shared, celebrating the anonymous 

gift that ended several cold Sunday 
morning worship services.

Partner ministry provided 
Bethlehem with volunteer labor to 
install a new door for their sanctuary. 

Another co-laborer in the ministry 
sold Bethlehem a van at a sacrificial 
price, allowing the church to blossom 
in its van ministry.

The Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware provided $3,000 
of convention resources to help restart 
the Kidz Safe Haven outreach program 
after the move to the new location 
zapped the church’s resources.

Skycroft, the convention-owned 
retreat center in Middletown, Md., 
supplied snacks for the outreach effort.

Ranson marvels at God’s “great 
and mighty” leadership.

 “We’re not a big church. We’re still 
in the infant stage,” Ranson affirmed. 
“I’m just excited about what God is 
doing!”

“[He] is doing something that we 
couldn’t have done without him.”

YOUR STATE MISSIONS OFFERING GIFTS AT WORK:

Church planter Darnell Ranson marvels 

at God’s “great and mighty” leadership

Darnell Ranson, pastor of Bethlehem 
Church, Baltimore, Md.

PRAY, GIVE and GO 
for Bethlehem Church
PRAY
Pray for Darnell and Michele 

as Bethlehem grows beyond 

its infancy stage into a 

strong, viable community 

church.

GO
Consider how you can 

provide assistance in 

renovating the church’s 

property or prayerwalking 

through his northeast 

Baltimore neighborhoods.

GIVE
Help support Kidz Safe 

Haven outreach program and 

provide necessary resources 

for reaching the community.

Contact:
Darnell Ranson

(410) 254-8300

www.baltimorebbc.com

bethlehembaptistchurch_1

@netzero.net

A Missions Moment from the 2006 Offering for Maryland/Delaware Missions  •  www.yourbcmd.org/offering

www.yourbcmd.org/offering

Visit us online for downloads 

such as missional moments, 

multimedia files, devotionals. 

prayer guides, feature stories, 

inserts, lessons and more! 
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