
By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

BALTIMORE, Md.—Over three 
years in the making, the Metro Mary-
land Festival was held in Camden 
Yards, home to baseball’s Baltimore 
Orioles, July 7-9. 

The Festival represents the 
combined efforts of 655 area church-
es—125 of which are churches associ-
ated with the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware—working with 
the Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation. 

All together, over 80,000 people 
attended the three-day festival, 
which also featured Christian rock 
band Newsboys, gospel legend 
Andrae Crouch, former American 
Idol contestant George Huff, coun-
try-western superstar Randy Travis, 
and a 1,500 choir was composed of 
members from area churches.

KidzFest, a special event for 
children was held on Saturday morn-
ing, featured the popular superhero 
Bibleman. 

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

GULFPORT, Miss.—Over 300 
church members, representing 24 
churches participated in a massive 
mission trip to Mississippi, spread-
ing out across the Gulf Coast through 
Gulfport, Pascagoula and Pearl River 
from June 18-24. Youth and adults 
worked together, repairing homes and 
hosting Vacation Bible schools and 
sports camps. On three nights in sepa-
rate areas, Maryland pastors hosted 
banquets for Mississippi pastors, many 
of whom haven’t even begun repairing 
their own homes because of the need 
to help their members. Those were the 
planned events. The mission teams 
also visited nursing homes, fed home-
less people, hosted worship services 
and witnessed to gas station attendants 
and others they came in contact with. 
They shared meals, lodgings, prayers 
and praises and they developed stron-
ger bonds of Christian love. 

Pat Collins, a member of Friend-
ship Church and construction supervi-
sor for the Pearl River area, is a veteran 
mission trip worker, volunteering at 
least two to three each year, in and out 
of the country. 

“These trips are hard. I have to 
leave home and leave work. Sometimes 
you can’t eat the food or drink the wa-
ter. But I can’t not go. The Spirit of God 
pushes me. I feel His presence when 
I’m doing the work,” Collins said. 

Every morning at the three hous-
ing sites, construction teams rose about 
3:30 a.m. to get ready to begin work at 
5 a.m. before temperatures climbed to 
the low to mid-nineties and up to 120 
degrees on the rooftops. 

Mid-Maryland Association team 
helps Mississippi Katrina victims
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Offering for Maryland/Delaware 

Missions Special Insert
This Promotional insert for bulletin 
boards includes the prayer guide, 
our eight Missional Moments and 
details on additional downloads 
available online   Pages 5-8

There’s refreshing 

rejuvenation in 

Barnesville
Barnesville Church, 
founded in 1871, 
sits atop a hill 
in rural western 

Montgomery County. The church 
is 135 years old, but there’s new life 
and enthusiasm breathing in the 
aged building. In the past seven 
months at least 16 people have 
become members, half of which are 
new believers; that’s more growth 
than Barnesville has seen in over 
three years.   Page 10

Freddy Parker 

named as the 

new BCM/D Acts 

1:8 missionary
Freddy Parker, 
former pastor 

and International Mission Board 
missionary to the Philippines, has 
been named Acts 1:8 missionary 
at the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware.   Page 11

On the Web...
•  FIRST-PERSON: Concerning 

alcoholic beverages 

•  Pastors feel confident in ministry, 

but many struggle in their 

interaction with others 

•  Confessions of a Cheating Baker

•  The 2005 BCM/D Annual available 

for download

•  Safety and Security packet for 

preschool/children ministries at

 www.yourbcmd.org/safetypacket

In this Issue...
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More than 80,000 people attended the July 7-9 Franklin Graham 
Metro Maryland Festival at Oriole Park at Camden Yards. Across 
the three day event, there were over 3200 decisions for Christ 
(some are pictured above). Franklin Graham watches prayerfully 
on Friday night.

continued on page 9

Franklin Graham Festival 
at Camden Yards in Baltimore

Chuck Wheelock, Mt. Airy; Rod Pratesi, Mt. Airy; and Garrett Vogelberger, 

Friendship Church, Sykesville, take a break as they work with one of the Mid-

Maryland construction teams in Mississippi.
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Clear commu-
nication is the 
hardest thing 

in the world to do! 
If you have any 
doubts about that, I 
would point you to 
politics, marriage, 
parenting, church 
business meet-
ings… (am I getting 
warm?)

And herein 
lies the problem: 

We are not what we think we are, we 
are what others perceive us as. So 
often we have great intentions about 
what we are trying to say only to 
find out that the person to whom we 
are communicating got a completely 
different take on it. We were sincere 
and thought we were clear. What went 
wrong?

To hearken back to Marketing 
101: Any communication starts with 
a “sender” who, in some form, sends 

forth a message. That communication 
is then interpreted by the “receiver.” 
A lot can happen (and often does) 
between the intent of the “sender” 
and the filter system of the “receiver.” 
Communication is a two-way channel.

Most of you have heard of the 
“Golden Rule.” There is another gold-
en rule…of communications: “If they 
haven’t heard it, you haven’t said it!” 
It does not matter what you intended, 
the level of your sincerity, or even 
how good the presentation was.

What matters is that you really 
communicate. That is a big task! Why? 
Because we often don’t take the time 
to carefully craft what we want to 
say. It is much harder work than most 
people are willing to admit.  

What’s the point? Well, we as 
leaders have the responsibility to 
master the art of clear and concise 
communication. As Christian leaders, 
we have even more of a responsibility 
because we are trying to communicate 
the greatest message ever told.

I’m reminded of the various com-
munications strategies of Jesus. He 
was and is the Master Communica-
tor. In John 4, His encounter with the 
woman at the well is a classic exam-
ple of how to break down mispercep-
tions. In that encounter, He was deal-
ing with the same kinds of things we 
are dealing with in our communities: 
racism, religiosity, moral issues, gen-
der issues, etc.

What did He do? He simply 
began to engage her by asking, “Give 
me a drink.”

From there on the communica-
tion exchange was His responding to 
the questions she began to ask.

Note that Jesus didn’t pontifi-
cate. He simply responded to where 
she was spiritually, emotionally and 
intellectually. That’s a classic commu-
nication strategy!

Of course, He did have at least 
one advantage over us in that He 
knew her heart and what she was 
thinking. 

We need to know our audience at 
all times. Typically, we are prepared 
to deliver our message points only to 
discover that we didn’t take the time 
to anticipate who our audience is and 
what potential barriers to communi-
cation might exist.

So much hinges on our com-
munication with each other. Perhaps 
some relationship turned because of 
our words (or our silence). Maybe a 
teacher or an uncle told us that we 
have special talent and it made all the 
difference in pointing us to excel-
lence. Maybe someone apologized, 
after years of alienation, dissolving 
the hurt. Then, of course, there is the 
person who took the time to tell us 
about a loving Savior and His desire 
to know him on a personal level.

Yes, it’s hard work, but it’s worth 
the effort to be clear in our communi-
cation. It works for all of our relation-
ships whether personal, professional, 
ministerial or missional.

Am I communicating?

I have been a 
Southern Bap-
tist since age 

fifteen. What keeps 
me a Southern 
Baptist is what led 
me to initially join 
a Southern Bap-
tist church more 
than four decades 
ago. It had noth-
ing to do with my 
family’s connection 

to Southern Baptists. My parents did 
not go to church at the time. I had no 
Southern Baptist background despite 
growing up in the Bible Belt. I chose 
to become a Southern Baptist. Even as 
a teenager I took seriously what was 
being taught and what was happen-
ing at the Westwood Church. I asked 
questions. I read everything I could 
get my hands on. I literally wore to 
tatters my copy of Herschel Hobb’s, 
The Baptist Faith and Message.

I chose to become a Southern 
Baptist for two reasons. Southern 
Baptists give proper place to the 
Word of God. As a fifteen year old 
boy, I was not much of a theologian. 
But, what I was hearing at church 
connected with what I was reading 
from God’s Word. My years of study 
have only served to confirm what I 
sensed then. Southern Baptists are a 
people of the Book!

The second reason has also been 
a life-shaper. Southern Baptists 
provide the best method I know to 
see the Great Commission become 
a reality. I have never ceased to be 
impressed with the mission’s heart 
of Southern Baptist people. I do not 
have the data in front of me, but I 
would surmise, with confidence, that 
substantially more Southern Baptists 
are involved in hands-on partnership 
missions today than ever before in 
our history. It is absolutely amaz-
ing to consider the opportunities 

available to me as a Southern Baptist 
man on mission in our 21st Century 
world. 

To me, however, the most sig-
nificant and commendable element 
of the Southern Baptist missions 
enterprise is our sustainability. I hear 
too often about good and produc-
tive missions efforts that shut down 
or are postponed because of lack of 
resources or because the key mission-
ary leaders must remove themselves 
from the work to raise their support.

In the SBC model, you have core 
teams of missionaries in strategic po-
sitions that help to provide a sustain-
able presence so the work of mission 
volunteers, mission service corps 
workers and others can be conserved. 
The level of expertise and effective-
ness is sustained by the infrastruc-
ture that Southern Baptists provide.

The lifeline for all of this is the 
Cooperative Program. Each church 
gives as God leads to a common fund 

that in turn resources the whole 
missionary force that touches us in 
Maryland/Delaware and around the 
world. 

The Southern Baptist Conven-
tion’s recent annual meeting in 
Greensboro is quickly becoming old 
news; but, there were indeed some 
winners. The primary winners were 
the continued priority of world-wide 
missions and the bold statement that 
the Cooperative Program still matters 
to Southern Baptists.

We are on the brink of some-
thing. God is moving. There is a 
missions stirring among us. Pray that 
we will be positioned and ready for 
God to do a mighty work. Pray that 
we will continue to give priority to 
the Word of God and to the missions’ 
enterprise to which we have been 
called. And thank you, Maryland/
Delaware Baptists, for your faith-
ful support of missions through the 
Cooperative Program. 
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Why I chose to be a Southern Baptist

‘If they haven’t heard it, you haven’t said it!’
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Recently I 
found myself 
in one of 

those situations 
in which I prayed, 
“Dear Lord, give 
me patience and 
give it to me now!” 
Our church had 
22 youth and ten 
chaperones travel 
to New Orleans on 
a mission trip. They 
arrived on a Satur-
day, and I flew in 

on Sunday night in support of their 
ministry efforts. On Tuesday morn-
ing, I arrived at the airport for my 
10:00 A.M. return flight and discov-
ered that the first flight to Orlando 
was 45 minutes late. No big deal…I 

still had time to catch my connecting 
flight and get home. When I finally 
arrived in Orlando, I discovered that 
my connecting flight was delayed an 
hour, so I waited again. Finally, we 
started boarding the plane. Just be-
fore I was scheduled to board, how-
ever, an announcement was made 
that our flight was delayed another 
two hours. At that point, I got out of 
line and went to the food court. No 
sooner had I gotten in line for my 
“Big Mac” when they announced 
that they were going to re-board my 
flight. I rushed back to my gate, only 
to be told that we no longer had a 
flight crew or captain. So…we waited 
another half hour. Finally a captain 
and crew showed up and gleefully 
announced that we could now board 
our flight to Baltimore. Yippee!!! I 

finally got on the plane, found my 
seat and sat down just in time to see 
lightening and hear thunder. At that 
time, the flight crew announced that 
the ground crew could not work in 
a thunderstorm and we had to wait 
until it passed. After another hour, 
we were told that we were going to 
push away from the gate. Good news! 
The “Bad News” was we would be 
sitting on the runway approximately 
one hour before taking off! Now I 
was mad and in desperate need of 
personal revival! I could not under-
stand for the life of me why this was 
happening. Just when I was feeling 
sorry for myself, the guy in the seat 
next to me asked what I did for a 
living. To be honest, at that moment, 
I did not want to tell him I was a 
minister. However, I did, and im-

mediately he asked what I thought 
about the “DaVinci Code.” The next 
two hours were filled with an op-
portunity to share my faith with Bob 
from Orlando. 

Isn’t that just the way God 
works? I had my schedule, but God 
had a divine appointment for me. 
Wouldn’t it be great if all of us could 
simply lay aside our schedules and 
appointment books and look for the 
“divine appointments” in life? Pray 
today and ask God to open your eyes 
that you might see His schedule and 
His appointments for your life. Who 
knows, it might be a neighbor who 
needs help with a home project, or a 
fellow worker who needs a ride, or a 
man on an airplane who simply needs 
someone to discuss God with them.

Isn’t God great!  

Look for divine appointments in your life
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Arundel Association

Faith Church, Glen Burnie, had 
a music camp for elementary aged 
children July 23-26 with a closing 
finale the evening of the 26th. The 
theme was “Race to Win.”

A mission team of 31 high school 
students and adults went to New Or-
leans last month. The team members, 
working with Habitat for Humanity 
and Baptist Crossroads, did construc-
tion work including framing, wall 
wrapping, installing windows, sid-
ing, building floor joices, foundation-
al work and laying floors. Through 
the week, they met fellow workers 
and people in the community whom 
they were able to share with and wit-
ness to.   

Dale Puckett met one man, Keith, 
who worked for Habitat who was 
struggling to find time to work on his 
own home. He lived nearby the work 
site. Puckett talked to his team mem-
bers asking if they would be willing 
to go the extra mile to help this man. 
So after working all day, the youth 
and teens worked in the evenings as-
sisting this family. 

Keith and his family shared with 
the team about their ordeal through 
the hurricane, riding out the storm, 
then having to swim, boat, wade and 
walk several miles to the convention 
center to wait four days before being 
evacuated. 

A team of 15 youth and adults, 
from First Church, Crofton, worked 
to help build a house in Curtis Bay in 
conjunction with Habitat for Human-
ity. The group cut trees, did frame-
work and cleaned up. Some of the 
church’s younger youth prepared and 
brought lunch for the workers. 

Church member Wayne Taylor 
and friends will headline a free Blue-
grass Coffee House at First Church on 
Aug. 5th. Taylor is a nationally known 
country music artist. There will be an 
open mike time afterwards. The event 
will be outdoors, weather permitting 
and guests are invited to bring lawn 
chairs and blankets.

First Church, Shady Side, called 
Tom Robusto as associate pastor. 
Robusto will continue leading and 
doing weekly ministry with New Life 
Church in Glen Burnie while he as-
sists the Shady Side Church. 

Riva Trace Church, Annapolis, 
is partnering with Washington Bible 
College/Capital Seminary and their 
equip institute to provide a satellite 
location near Annapolis. 

Earl Gray resigned as pastor of 
South Shore Church.

The Church at Severn Run 
will host Arundel Association’s 
38th annual meeting on Oct. 16. The 
association’s theme for 2006 has been 
“Praying and Watching Together with 
Thanksgiving” with a theme verse of 
Col. 4:2. 

Baltimore Association

On June 24th Hazelwood 
Church, Baltimore, had a free com-
munity-wide car wash as a servant 
evangelism event. Members served 
free hot dogs, and drinks, and they 
had kids games along with the car 
wash to encourage people to get out 
and visit. Despite threatening weath-
er, the rain held off long enough to 
wash 35 cars and visit with many 
neighbors for the first time.

Woodbrook Church, Baltimore, 
will have its annual fall arts and 
crafts festival on Sept. 24. Church 
members will display and/or sell 
a variety of items including wood-
works, paintings, needlework, hand-
crafted jewelry, photography and 
food arrangements. 

The purpose of the festival is to 
celebrate God’s creating us in His 
own image. 

Blue Ridge Association

Virginia Avenue Church, Hag-
erstown, recently welcomed country 
gospel singer Butch Hunt in concert. 
The church took a love offering and the 
funds were donated to Maryland Point 
Church, which is trying to raise funds 
for a building. 

Miller is Virginia Avenue’s interim 
pastor. Miller resigned as pastor of 
First Church, LaPlata, in January and 
began ministering at Virginia Avenue 
in March. He said that though the 
church is without a pastor the pews are 
filled each week and there’s an excite-
ment within the congregation. 

The First Hispanic Church of 
Hagerstown now meets at Virginia 
Avenue Church at 7:30 p.m. on Sun-
days. 

Delaware Association 

Fenwick Island Church, Sel-
byville, will resume its “Cubbie Bears 
& All Stars for Jesus” program in 
September. Ruth Wood, the church’s 
children’s ministry director, said the 
program has been a blessing to the 
children, their families and to the 
church.

Fenwick began the program three 
years ago with just four children. 

Thirty-two were enrolled last year 
and the average attendance was 26. 
Wood wants to begin reaching out to 
the pre-teens and teens.

Throughout the year the children 
have special events. At Thanksgiv-
ing, the church served dinner outside 
and had old fashioned games. This 
fall, the church is working on a pine-
wood derby type event they’re calling 
“Chariots of Fire.”

Fenwick has a “Popcorn Ministry.” 
They bag popcorn, add a note and a 
church bulletin, and hang it on doors 
around the community.

Eastern Association

Berlin First Church’s Spanish 
Bible study group hosted an outreach 
event at the Sunshine Apartments re-
cently. They had volleyball games, and 
served hot dogs, drinks and desserts 
in an effort to reach out to the Spanish 
neighbors in the community. 

The church has language classes 
on Thursday nights. It began 
as a way to teach Spanish, but 
now they teach English also 
and the classes are growing. 

Grace Church, Seaford, 
awarded the “Otis Medford 
Scholarship” to Rachel Hov-
ermale, a graduate of Seaford 
High School. Hovermale will 
continue her education at the 
University of Delaware. 

The church established 
the scholarship to honor 
Medford, who died in 1992. 
Medford loved the youth in 
the church and frequently 
gave them rolls of Lifesaver 
candies. Recipients of the 
award exemplify Christian values and 
service. Medford’s widow, Catherine 
(Kitty), presents the award each year, 
along with a roll of Lifesavers. 

Mid-Maryland Association

Liberty Church, Lisbon, will have 
a women’s retreat in September. Ladies 
will travel to Liberty University, in 
Lynchburg, Va., on Sept. 8 and 9 for the 
“Extraordinary Women Conference.”

Rolling Hills Church, Clarks-
ville, collects non-perishable food for 

the local Christian Women’s Thrift 
Shop in Ellicott City. 

South Columbia Church had a 
“Family Fun Factor” night with family 
friendly contests designed to encour-
age laughter and good times. 

The church has an active MOPS, 
Mothers of Preschoolers, group. A 
yard sale is planned for this month 
and regular meetings begin again in 
September.

Tamil Christian Church, Whea-
ton, has worship services in both Tamil 
and in English on the first and third 
Saturday each month at 7 p.m.

Montgomery Association

Redland Church, Rockville, has 
a mission team in Long Reach, Miss., 
a beachfront town between Gulfport 
and New Orleans through August 
5. They’ve been working with a local 
church ministering to people still liv-
ing with the destruction of last year’s 
hurricanes. The team is making repairs 
on the church building, prayer walk-
ing and conducting Backyard Bible 
Clubs. They’ll end the week with a 
community block party. 

 Seven Locks Church, Potomac, is 
collecting winter clothing for orphans 
in Afghanistan. 

The church’s youth group theme 
for the summer is “His Space, making 
God part of my space,” playing off of 
the popular “My Space” website. The 
teens meet each week for different 
activities, refreshments, worship and 
special speakers. 

Potomac Association

Bayside Church, Chesapeake 
Beach, had a mission trip to Big Stone 
Gap. Va., July 23-28 working with the 
Powell River Association distributing 
food to the needy, helping with home 
renovations and distributing shoes and 
school supplies to needy children. 

First Church, LaPlata, hosts a 
coffeehouse each month through the 
year. The upcoming schedule is Jakob’s 
Night on Aug. 18; Mason Summers 
on Sept. 22 and UnderCommand on 
Oct. 6. Doors open at 7 p.m. and bands 
begin playing at 8 p.m.  

The Royal Ambassadors and Girls 
in Action, along with the youth group, 
at Hughesville Church have been col-
lecting food for needy people in West 
Virginia. 

On June 11, seven attendees of 
Cobb Island Church braved the cold 

water of the Potomac River to pub-
licly show their faith in Jesus Christ 
through the sacrament of baptism. 

First Church, St. Charles, had its 
annual block party on June 10. Three 
hundred eighty people from surround-
ing communities showed up for the 
event that included games, food and a 
slide for the kids. 

The church had Vacation Bible 
School in June. The youth took a fun 
fellowship trip to Kings Dominion. 

Maryland Point Church, Nan-
jemoy, meets in a small community 

center in Charles County and members 
are raising funds to build their church. 
Recently, two families had a team chal-
lenge. The guys (brothers Chris and 
Jerry Dobry) and the girls (Ellen and 
Misty Dobry, sisters-in-law) competed 
to get the most donations in their 
money jars for the building project.

“We raised almost $3,000 for our 
building fund in about two weeks,” 
Ellen Dobry said. “The guys were good 
sports about it. We barely won – by just 
$20.”

White Plains Church, Pomfret, is 
active in missions work. Members Rhi-
anna Miller, Rob Tressler and Mary, 
Fred and Christine Fox will work with 
children in Scotland this month. Bill 
McDonald will work with tsunami 
victims in Indonesia. 

White Plains members will ven-
ture on a church-wide rafting trip on 
Aug. 18-19. 

Members of Trinity Church, 
Waldorf, collected school supplies and 
clothing and traveled to Pikeville, Ky., 
last month for a back-to-school give 
away project. 

Prince George’s Association

Faith Church, Laurel, hosted an 
international dinner on June 16. Mem-
bers came in native dress representing 
America, Kenya, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, 
India, China and Kazakhstan. They 
also brought food representative of 
their countries to share in the celebra-
tion. 

Kettering Church, Upper Marl-
boro, will have a free car wash/fluid 
check from 10 a.m. to noon on Aug. 12 
as a church wide community outreach 
project. 

The Prince George’s Association 
is sponsoring a trip to Sight and Sound 
Living Waters Theater on Oct. 24 to see 
“Psalms of David.”

Susquehanna Association

Dan Sheard was called as pas-
tor of Calvary Church, Rising Sun. 
Sheard and his wife, Sue, formerly 
served as IMB missionaries to Marti-
nique. The couple has four children, 
Lauren, Andrew, Becca and Benja-
min. 

Conowingo Church will cel-
ebrate its 80th anniversary with a 
special concert on Sept. 24 featuring 
“The Booth Brothers,” a southern 
Gospel trio. Tickets can be purchased 
by sending a check to the church of-

fice. Call (410) 378-4252 for more 
information. 

Ken Tipton retired as min-
ister of music for Oak Grove 
Church, Bel Air, after serving 
the church for 22 years. The 
church has called Steve Poole as 
Tipton’s successor. Poole and his 
wife, Wendy, have two children, 
Ashton and Zachary. 

 Children in the RA, GA and 
Blast programs at the church 
collected $125 in spare change 
to buy Home Depot cards for 
Katrina victims. 

Pleasant View Church, Port 
Deposit, called Seth Hawkins as 
associate pastor of student minis-

tries and youth. Hawkins and his wife, 
Carla, are from Mayfield, Ky., and are 
expecting their first child this month. 

Western Association

A team of nine volunteers from 
Grace Church, Cumberland, went on 
a mission trip to Crane Creek Church 
in Mississippi. The team helped reno-
vate the church’s fellowship hall. They 
also prayer walked, did backyard Bible 
clubs and helped make a beach head 
at a FEMA RV park. 
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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer  

BARNESVILLE, Md.—Barnes-
ville Church, founded in 1871, sits 
atop a hill in rural western Montgom-
ery County. The church is 135 years 
old, but there’s new 
life and enthusiasm 
breathing in the aged 
building. In the past 
seven months at least 
16 people have become 
members, half of which 
are new believers; 
that’s more growth 
than Barnesville has 
seen in over three 
years. Some families 
who left have returned. 
There are children 
running and playing in 
the church again and a 
there’s a group of teens. 
New ministries are 
growing and blossom-
ing.  

A church that was 
hurting is healing.

“We’ve had move-
ment all along, but 
nothing like this,” Joe 
Ivey, senior pastor of 
Barnesville Church 
said. The growth spurt 
began about a year ago. 
Ivey said people began to respond 
to visitation and outreach. Several 
couples with families came to know 
the Lord. That snowballed. Barnesville 

started a children’s church and now 
they’re looking for a part-time youth 
pastor. 

 “Everything is falling into place 
and functioning well. The church is 
doing really well,” Ivey said. “God has 
really blessed us.” 

Ivey came to the church five years 
ago. He was retired and intended to 
help the congregation through a pain-
ful time. A former pastor and several 

families had left the church. The 
members felt vulnerable and atten-
dance lagged. 

“I had not intended to take 
another church, but as I got more 
involved, I felt a real concern for 
them. I felt that I could help them 
mend. Maybe God could use me to 
pull them back together,” Ivey said. 
He prayed and felt God leading him 
to take the position as pastor. 

Ivey began to prayerfully preach 
about forgiveness, love and unity 
and started encouraging more fel-
lowships such as dinners and hymn 
sings to bring people together. There 
were many rededications, includ-
ing deacons and teachers. Ivey knew 
that before new growth could begin, 
members needed to seek God’s for-
giveness and healing. 

“Everybody at one time or an-
other renewed their commitment to 
the Lord,” Ivey said. 

The church was faithful with 
visitation, missions and with prayer. 
They began new outreach ministries 
such as visiting nursing homes and 
starting a jail ministry. Barnesville 
began working more with the com-
munity, opening their facilities for 
4-H programs, alcohol anonymous 
groups and for local town meetings. 
The church also began a Baptist 
Men’s group; they dedicated a new 
church library and began fifth Sun-
day discipleship training. 

They also changed their music, 
slowly, to add praise and worship 
songs to hymns. An organist, pianist, 

guitarist and drummer now play 
each Sunday. 

Ivey said the church’s facilities 
still provides space to grow and can 
adequately hold another 75 people, 
but due to water pressure problems, 
the county will not let them expand. 
There are now plans to possibly plant 
another church.

Current attendance is about 80 
each Sunday. Ivey said that’s not a 
whole lot, but compared to 20 they 
had a few years ago, they’re thankful. 

The church has an associate pas-
tor, Randy Gilliam. The church called 
Gilliam and Ivey around the same 
time. Ivey explained that the church 
really liked Gilliam, a retired edu-
cator who recently graduated from 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary. Gilliam was a candidate for the 
pastorate, but lacked the experience 
the church needed at that time. Ivey 
was having serious eye problems 
and needed help. The church hired 
them both. Gilliam helped Ivey, 
driving him where he needed to go 
and they worked together visiting 
and ministering until Ivey was well. 
Now they’re both able to do the work 
individually, doubling their efforts.  

Both men are over 60. Their 
wives are active in the church and 
they work well together as a four-
some. Ivey and Gilliam even share 
a paycheck, splitting the funds the 
church has for a full-time pastor. 
Gilliam, and his wife, Sandy, live in 
the parsonage. Ivey and his wife June 
live on a small farm. 

By Jim Goforth

In July of 1996 I moved to Inwood, 
WV with the dream of starting a 
church that would really speak to 

the needs of unchurched people. We 
decided early that we were going to 
lay aside all preconceptions about how 
to start a church and began simply to 
love people instead of just saying we 
do. Seems so silly to say, but that re-
ally is the success story of our church: 
We Really Love People!  If you don’t 
love people, then church planting is 
not for you!

The reasons we found the un-
churched chose not to attend church 
are:

• There is no value in attending.
• Churches have too many prob-

lems. One man said, “I’ve got 
enough problems in my life. Why 
would I go to church and get 
more?”

• I don’t have the time.  
• I’m simply not interested.  
• Churches ask for money too often.  
• Church services are usually bor-

ing, and Christian churches are 
irrelevant to the way I live.  

• I don’t believe in God, or I am 
unsure that God exists.  

How should churches address 
these concerns? New Life Community 
Church determined to be a place for 
those who have given up on church, 
who may not even be interested in 
spiritual things but would like to 
come as a “seeker.” We opened our 
hearts to people who accepted our 
invitation to “try church again for the 
first time.” Each concern that surfaced 
in my research was taken seriously 
and impacted the approach and atmo-
sphere of our church.

We started a small Bible Study in 
our home and it quickly grew. We met 
with that group until the spring of 
1997 and I sent direct mail to our com-
munity expressing my desire to start 

a church with a huge vision. I thought 
I would attract a group of serious 
followers of Christ, but instead God 
brought us 54 people that first night. 
I shared my dream. The vast major-
ity were not believers but wanted to 
be a part of this new work. We kept 
about 20 of those first 
people. 

At first I was 
really frustrated that 
I did not have many 
other Christians but 
that quickly turned 
to excitement as we 
began watching this 
group one by one 
give their heart to 
Christ. We had over 
30 people give their 
hearts to Christ be-
fore we made it to our 
first service.

I poured my 
heart and soul into 
this group of new fol-
lowers of Jesus. They were so hungry 
and willing to be used. I taught them 
how to be a loving fellowship, how to 
greet people, to go out of their way to 
make everyone who walks through 
the doors to feel that they are the 
most important person in the world. 
Everyone was given a ministry as we 
moved toward a public launch date. 
The excitement level was off the charts 
as these new believers stepped out in 
faith and each of them made a com-
mitment to the vision that has driven 
New Life Community Church.  

Our Vision continues to be:
To REACH our generation with 

the Gospel,
To TEACH them to become fully 

devoted followers of Christ, and 
To SEND them out to reproduce 

their faith in others.
REACH --- TEACH --- SEND
We have grown from just my fam-

ily in my living room to almost 300 in 
average attendance. The vast majority 
have become believers at New Life 

and are now seeking to give that life 
to others. We believe that New Life 
has not even begun to see the best of 
what God has in store for us.  Ephe-
sians 3:20 says that, “God will do 
more than all we can ask or imagine.” 
New Life Community Church will 

continue to be 
audacious in 
what we ask 
and imagine. 
We are asking 
God for 150 
baptisms this 
year.  We want 
to be pushing 
500 in average 
attendance 
by this time 
next year. We 
want to add 
another wor-
ship service, 
bringing us to 
three morn-
ing services. 

We just added a full-time minister 
to students and we are trusting God 
to provide the resources to pay him. 
Dreaming big for God pays tremen-
dous dividends. We will continue to 
get out of the boat and trust God for 
the impossible. Pessimists never do 
anything great.

Our Motto is: “Different to Make 
a Difference.” We have no desire to be 
different just for the sake of being dif-
ferent but if being different will make 
a difference in someone’s life then 
we’re all for it. New Life Community 
Church believes lost people matter so 
much to God that we will try virtually 
anything to reach them! It consumes 
us, motivates us and keeps us from 
resting, knowing there are people 
without the hope of Jesus. Motivated 
by this, we have seen over 250 people 
baptized over the last nine years. The 
miracle of lives changed is happening 
all over the place! New Life will never 
rest as long as there is one person in 
our area who doesn’t know Christ.

The Scripture is clear that without 
a vision the people perish. Have you 
dared to dream something for God 
lately? Maybe you need to dream of 
starting a church or to launch a new 
ministry. Maybe your church could 
start a fresh new work. Will it be diffi-
cult? You bet it will. Will it be worth it? 
Without a doubt! Let me tell you what 
it’s like from someone who has taken a 
huge step of faith and left his comfort-
able salary to start a church and now 
stands on the other side - IT’S WORTH 
IT. I would do it again.

Jim Goforth is the planter and lead 
pastor at New Life Community Church in 

Inwood, W.V. Pastor Jim can be 
reached at (304) 229-7500 or 

by email at pastor@nlccwv.org. 

Our motto is “Different to make a difference”
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There’s refreshing rejuvenation in Barnesville, Maryland

Randy Gilliam, associate pastor; Joe Ivey, senior 

pastor; and Paul Foster, minister of music, serve at 

Barnesville Church.

2006 BCM/D 
ANNUAL MEETING

November 13-14
Solomons, MD
Dr. Chuck Kelley 

Dr. Robert Smith, Jr. 
 David Gordon
Dr. David Lee
 Drew Landry

Dr. James Nichols

Holiday Inn Select Holiday Inn Select 
(410) 326-6311(410) 326-6311
(800) 356-2009 (800) 356-2009 

Single or double room is $99.00. Use Single or double room is $99.00. Use 
the code “BMI.” Reservations must the code “BMI.” Reservations must 
be made prior to October 5, 2006.be made prior to October 5, 2006.





These are just some examples of 
how your generous gifts to the 
Offering for Maryland/Delaware 
Missions were distributed. 

Want to give to the 2006 Offering? 
Ask your church for the 
“MD/DE Missions Offering” 
envelope or give online at 
www.yourbcmd.org/offering.

Fair Ministry 
Plants Seeds 
in Summer—
Western Baptist 
Association 
(WBA) hosts a 
ministry booth 
for local fairs 
where guests 
have access to a 
baby changing/
feeding area 
and hospitality 
packets. WBA 
also gives out 
Bibles, tracts, fair 
hospitality packets, as well as walking 
sticks that have colored beads attached 
used to share the Gospel.
• Pray: That God continues to open up 

more doors for WBA volunteers to 
minister at the fair. 

• Give: Provide funds to assist in the 
purchase of walking sticks for the 
WBA fair ministry.

• Go: Volunteers are needed to serve 

at the baby comfort station, to greet 
people at the fair entrance and to 
give out packets of information. 

• Contact: Kenny Heath, Director of 
Missions, (301) 729-6966, wbamd@
juno.com for more information.

Ministering to those in the race 
set before us—Delaware Baptist 
Association (DBA) hosts a ministry tent 
at Dover International Speedway where 
volunteers give away helpful raceway 
information, offer children’s activities, 
provide a hand sanitation station and 
offer counseling and prayer. 
• Pray: That DBA volunteers will 

continue to look for new and 
different ways to serve NASCAR 
race fans and have an opportunity 
to share the gospel. 

• Give: Provide funds to assist in the 
purchase of hand-
out materials and 
collect cookies to 
hand out at each 
race.

• Go: Volunteers are 
needed to serve as 
greeters, to hand 
out packets and 
to help set-up and 
break down the 
tent. 

• Contact: Jim 
McBride Sr., 
Director of 
Missions, (888) 293-
9027, delbaptassn@
juno.com for more 
information.

The Nepal Baptist Church of 
Baltimore—Home Bible studies 
blossomed into the Nepal Baptist 
Church of Baltimore which ministers to 
the more than 3,000 Nepali people in 
the D.C./Baltimore area.
• Pray: For spiritual miracles among the 

Nepali, for their salvation, for leaders 
to accept Christianity as a blessing to 
their community and for opportunities 
to build up The Nepal Baptist Church of 
Baltimore. 

• Give: Provide Nepali Bibles and Nepali 
Christian study materials. 

• Go: Extending hospitality and 
encouragement would help to 
strengthen these who have lost support 
from their community. The teens from 
The Nepal Baptist Church of Baltimore 
need a Bible study teacher and music 
leader.

• Contact: Samuel Cho, (410)321-1334, 
samuelcho77@msn.com for more 
information.

Fair Ministry

Raceway Ministry
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LOOKING FOR MORE FUN ACTIVITIES? VISIT WWW.YOURBCMD.ORG/OFFERING!

The “2006 Offering 
Children’s Lesson” 
will teach your children 
and students:

•  how children can pray for 
Maryland and Delaware.

•  to thank God for the “great
 and mighty things” that He 

is doing in Maryland and 
Delaware.

•  to see how God answers 
prayers.

•  to see how they can be 
involved in Maryland and 
Delaware missions through 
prayer, gifts and action.

available online at WWW.YOURBCMD.ORG/OFFERING



Church planter 
Darnell Ranson 
marvels at God’s 
“great and mighty” 
leadership—
Baltimore church, 
Bethlehem Baptist, 
ministers to their 
community through 
“Kidz Safe Haven,” 
the “Baltimore Rising” 
youth mentoring 
program and other 
outreach ministries.
• Pray: For Darnell 

and Michele Ranson 
as Bethlehem grows 
beyond its infancy 
stage into a strong, 
viable community church.

• Give: Help support Kidz Safe Haven 
outreach program and provide 
necessary resources for reaching the 
community.

• Go: Volunteers are needed to help 
renovate the church’s property 
and to prayerwalk through their 
neighborhood.

• Contact: Darnell Ranson, (410) 254-
8300, bethlehembaptistchurch_1@
netzero.net for more information.

Stephen Hardnett: “Church plant 
of 28 years” comes full circle—
Baltimore church, New Christian Bible, 
ministers to their community through 
their New Christian Success Academy, 
a Christian school, a weekly “Video Kids 
Night,” and other community ministries.
• Pray: For the Hardnetts and New 

Christian Bible Baptist to continue 
being mission-minded in their effort 
to reach and connect with their 
community.

• Give: Consider giving finances or 
in-kind gifts to support the New 
Christian Bible’s Full Circle Community 
Outreach Center and the expansion of 
its present location.

• Go: Volunteers are needed to help 
renovate the church’s property 
and to prayerwalk through their 
neighborhood.

• Contact: Steve Hardnett, (410) 358-
6131, newchristianbiblebaptist@
verizon.net for more information.

The Gathering 
Tree—SonRise, 
a former church 
plant, has 
planted it’s first 
church called the 
Gathering Tree in 
Parsonsburg, MD
• Pray: For 

hearts to 
be open to 
new life in 
Christ, for 
new ministry 
opportunities 

and for a strong, unified leadership 
team. 

• Give: Help funding acts of kindness 
gifts and specific Bible teaching 
supplies.

• Go: Volunteers are needed to 
participate in acts of kindness 
ministries.

• Contact: John Coleman, (443)523-
6878, sldrcrss@comcast.net for more 
information.

Bowie State University Minister—
New campus minister, Angela  Cornett, 
serves at Bowie State ministering to 
college students. 
• Pray: For Angela as she ministers and 

shares Christ on the campus at Bowie 
State University

• Give: Provide funds to assist in 
the purchase of care packages 
for students as welcome gifts in 
September, for finals in December, 
and as a farewell in May. It also helps 
Baptist Student Ministry work on 
21 campuses across Maryland and 
Delaware. 

• Go: Volunteer churches are needed to 
connect with college students in their 
area.

• Contact: Angela Cornett, (713) 922-
4357 for more information.

Disaster Relief—Maryland Disaster 
Relief volunteers, often the first workers 
on site, serve meals, encourage and pray 
for those traumatized by disasters.
• Pray: For more volunteers, safety, 

strength and for opportunities to share 
the love of God.

• Give: Help support the training of 
Disaster Relief volunteers and the 
preparation of teams to respond to the 
next crisis.

• Go: Join any of the Disaster Relief 
teams by taking training courses 
offered through the Baptist Convention 
of MD/DE.

• Contact: Ellen Udovich, Consultant 
Specialist for Lay Mobilization and 
Volunteers, (800) 466-5290 ext.216, 
eudovich@bcmd.org for more 
information.

Posters that can be 
printed any size by 
choosing “Fit to paper” in 
Acrobat when printing— 
they are great for printing 
high quality large posters

Ads that can be used in 
your church’s newsletters 
and bulletins to help 
promote this year’s 
Offering. There are two 
version to choose from: 
a 4x4 ad and full page 

The 2006 Offering 
Children’s Lesson 
comes complete with 
leader information, 
introduction activities, 
group time and an 
application section. 

Logos available in a 
square and horizontal 
layout as well as in both 
color and greyscale. All 
of the logos are for use in 
print materials.

A prayer guide and an 
eight day Bible study/
devotional including 
Scripture readings and 
prayer focuses 

The 2006 Offering 
feature stories 
(English and Spanish) 
explore 8 different 
ministries throughout the 
MD/DE region. 
Use them in conjucntion 
with our 8 Missionary 
Moments (available in 
Flash and PowerPoint)

Web banners for use on your church’s 
website to help promote this year’s 
Offering. There are two sizes to choose 
from: 468x60 and 468x100 

Got an idea for more great resources 
to help promote giving to MD/DE 
Missions? E-mail Gail Noda at 
gnoda@bcmd.org with “2007 Offering 
suggestion” in the subject line!

Get the 
download 

on the 
promos!

The Colemans

Darnell Ranson

promotional items available 
for download at www.
yourbcmd.org/offering



2006 Offering for 
MD/DE Missions
Prayer Guide
available as a handout at 
www.yourbcmd.org/offering

Day 1
Mustard seeds are intense with power and 
change the taste of recipes when only a few 
are added. Our faith, even in small quantities 
has enormous potential. A little faith can 
become a powerful influence in the lives of 
others, in your community and to the utter 
most parts of the world.

Prayer Focus:
• Pray for the Western Baptist Association 

Churches as they minister this Fall 
to Garrett and Allegany County Fair 
attendees through their ministry booth, 
baby changing/feeding area, and Sunday 
night vespers service. 

• Pray for the many volunteers and the 
seeds that have been and will be planted. 

• Pray that God will continue to open doors 
for an increased chaplaincy presence at 
the fairs. 

Day 2
In Acts 8, the Ethiopian man was reading 
scripture but did not understand what he was 
reading. While he knew what the words said, 
he did not understand them and know how 
to apply them to his life. Many people are in 
need for Christians to help them understand 
God’s Word and plan for their life. They are 
waiting for someone to obediently and boldly 
meet them where they are so they may know 
God.  

Prayer Focus:
• Pray for the many volunteers as they seek 

to creatively connect with the 250,000 
people attending the two NASCAR races 
at the Dover raceway each year. 

• Pray that the racetrack will continue to 
allow the presence of the ministry and 
that volunteers will continue to respond 
to the opportunity to be on mission at the 
race track. 

• Pray for other ministries in the BCMD that 
take place in “unconventional arenas,” 
that they may be effective in sharing 
Christ. 

Day 3
Moses faced a life threatening situation with 
a group of grumbling Israelites and needed 
nothing short of a miracle. He had been 
praying to God and trusted Him to intervene, 
though he did not know how God would 
do so. When God responded, he instructed 
Moses and the Israelites to action. Moses 
followed God’s instructions and saw the 
miraculous power of God.

Prayer Focus:
• Praise God today for Reverend Samuel 

Cho and his obedience in responding to 
the spiritual needs of the Nepali people. 

• Pray for Reverend Samuel Cho and the 
Nepal Baptist Church of Baltimore as 
they seek to reach the more than 3,000 
Nepali people in the metropolitan D.C. 
and Baltimore area. Pray for spiritual 
miracles among the Nepali community. 

• Pray for other BCMD language pastors 
and ministries among Korean, Hispanic, 
Chinese, Vietnamese, Haitian, Ethiopian, 
Filipino, Liberian, Arabic and East Indian 
groups.

Day 4
When God called Jeremiah to be a prophet 
to the nations, Jeremiah had no idea the 
journey that lay before him. His service 
to God would require much patience 
and endurance as the kings ignored his 
messages from God. Discouragement and 
frustrations tempted him to give up, yet  
God’s love, strength, and promises helped 
him persevere. 

Across Maryland and Delaware, the BCM/D 
has more than 70 church planters. Some 
are just beginning their service as a church 
planter, while others faithfully pastor 
church plants started several years ago. 
Pray for them as they obediently follow the 
journey God has set before them. 

Prayer Focus:
•  Pray for Darnell Ranson, church planter 

and pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church 
in Baltimore as the congregation 
seeks to provide out reach ministries 
to children and teens. Praise God for 
the many ways He has met their needs 
through the generosity and provisions of 
individual and churches

• Pray for Bethlehem Baptist and the 
many other church plants in the 
BCM/D who desire to grow beyond 
the “infancy” stage to strong church 
reaching their communities for Christ. 

• Pray for BCM/D’s church multiplication 
efforts as they seek to facilitate a 
church planting movement of healthy, 
harvest-focused and reproducing 
churches

Day 5
In teaching the disciples about prayer, 
Jesus uses a parable to teach about the 
importance of being bold and persistent 
when praying. Despite the hour the friend 
came to him and the inconvenience of 
responding to his need, the one inside the 
house got up and gave him what he needed. 
The reason given was not their friendship, 
but the friend’s persistence and boldness in 
asking for what he needed.

Prayer Focus:
• Rev. Stephen Hardnett and the members 

of New Christian Bible Church in 
Baltimore. Thank God for answering 
their prayers of several years for land 
on which to build a new facility for 
community outreach programs. 

• Pray for New Christian Bible Church as 
they seek to reach their community 

 for Christ.

Day 6
The understanding of God’s will and spiritual 
wisdom is not something we can obtain on 
our own. Praying for God to reveal Himself to 
us and to fill us with this knowledge is the 
beginning of knowing “great and mighty” 
things about God. 

Prayer Focus:
• The Gathering Tree is a relatively new 

church plant on the Eastern Shore. Pray 
for church planter John Coleman and 
his wife Kim as seek God’s wisdom in 
reaching  out to their community for 
Christ. 

• Praise God for “parent” churches like 
Berlin church and SonRise church that 
are willing to sacrifice members and 
resources to help start new churches so 
that more and more communities can be 
reached for Christ. 

Day 7
A strong, consistent connection to God 
is essential for a life that bears spiritual 
fruit for Him. Our relationship with God is 
based on our faith in and salvation through 
Christ and is maintained by prayer, Bible 
study, fellowship with other believers, and 
obedience to God. Without staying close to 
Christ, even our best efforts and intentions 
are unproductive. 

Prayer Focus:
• Angela Cornett is a campus minister at 

Bowie State University who has been 
committed to “prayer walking” the 
campus and seeking God’s direction. 
Pray for her this year as she continues 
to depend on God for His direction, pray 
for the students, and seeks to make 
disciples of those she meets.

• Praise God for the many who come to the 
weekly Bible Study at Bowie State. 

Day 8
As we reflect on the nature of God and His 
wisdom, we find a perfect example of how 
our speech should be toward others. The 
words we say should reflect the wisdom 
of God and should exemplify mercy, love 
for others, purity, submission, peace, 
consideration for others, sincerity, and 
impartiality. 

Prayer Focus:
• Pray for disaster relief workers Bob and 

Joan Childs, as they seek to serve people 
who have been affected by natural 
disasters. 

• Pray for the 600 currently active 
volunteers who share the love of 
Christ with people in need immediately 
following a disaster event. 

• Pray for good planning and preparation 
prior to disaster deployment and for the 
safety for volunteers as they travel and 
serve in disaster situations. 

• Pray that churches would begin to plan 
now for ways they might serve their local 
communities when disaster strikes close 
to home 



August 2006 Page 9

By Shelley Mager
BaptistLIFE Intern

GULFPORT, Miss.—It was 6:30 
p.m. on Monday evening and every-
thing was ready for the first night 
of Vacation Bible School at Olivet 
Church in Gulfport, Miss. The sun 
was shining, the church was deco-
rated for its “Arctic Edge” adventure 
with elks and polar pals, and the 
leaders, many from Mid-Maryland 
Association churches, were dressed 
and prepared in their sub-zero gear. 
Only one thing was missing: kids. 

As time ticked by, the workers 
were beginning to lose heart. Rich-
ard Blanton, Pastor of Olivet, told the 
team not to worry. He’d go find some. 

“I’ll be right back,” he told his 
volunteers. 

When he returned a short while 
later, he brought back 17 children and 
the church was excited to commence 
with the first night of what they 
knew was going to be a very blessed 
Vacation Bible School. 

“We started teaching them the 
curriculum about Elijah the first 
night,” Carolyn Hill, one of the Olivet 
Church’s VBS teachers said. “No one 
knew who he was. Then I asked them 
if they knew who Jesus was, and no 
one had a clue. So we threw the cur-
riculum out the window and started 
teaching them the basics about 
Jesus.”

“This is what our ministry is all 
about,” said an exuberant Christina 
Wolff when she visited the church 
the second night and saw that not 

only were there more 
students participating in 
the activities and singing, 
but they had collected 
$11 in offering – mostly 
in pennies. Christina and 
her husband Rick were the 
Mid-Maryland Associa-
tion Mississippi Mission 
Team’s VBS leaders. By the 
week’s end, 48 children 
had attended Olivet’s VBS. 

Many of the kids 
that registered for the 11 
Vacation Bible Schools and 
Backyard Bible Clubs were 
Katrina victims whose houses were 
destroyed by the hurricane or they 
had been evacuated from other states 
devastated by Katrina almost a year 
ago. 

“From everything we’ve heard, 
this was exactly the break these kids 
needed,” said Rick Wolff. “Everywhere 
you look, there’s devastation, so there’s 
not much for the kids to do.” 

“Many of the churches had great 
Vacation Bible Schools each year, but 
due to the storm, they didn’t have the 
people to do it this year.”

At Diamondhead Church, a little 
hearing impaired boy was registered 
for VBS. By God’s design, Buddy 
Cunningham a deacon from South 
Columbia Church, who is nearly deaf 
and could lip read, was a member of 
the Maryland VBS team working at 
Diamondhead. 

“This little boy would have 
gotten very little out of the VBS 
for the week, but with Buddy there 

everyday, he was able to understand 
clearly everything that was going on 
and accepted Christ as his Lord and 
Savior,” Gary Scarborough, pastor of 
Ashton Church and Co-Mission Trip 
Leader said. 

God also used Buddy at Olivet 
Church later in the week. Some of the 
children who attended Olivet’s VBS 
were very disrespectful and there 
was one little boy who was giving 
the teachers a hard time. 

On VBS finale family night, 
Scarborough invited Buddy to come 
along. Amazingly, Buddy befriended 
the young man who was causing the 
trouble. In fact, Scarborough said a 
teacher walked in a room and found 
Buddy and the young fellow blowing 
bubbles. At one point, the youth told 
Buddy, “I wish you were my brother.” 
Later that evening, the boy accepted 
Christ. 

Ninety-three Mid-Maryland Vol-
unteers worked the Mississippi Vaca-

tion Bible Schools through the week, 
teaching up to 220 children each day. 
Even parents who dropped off their 
kids and teenagers who dropped off 
their little brothers and sisters actu-
ally stayed, and some even partici-
pated and gave their lives to Christ. 
Some of them had never even been in 
a church before. 

At least 42 children raised their 
hands to accept Christ during the 
week. In addition, four adults were 
saved as a result of some VBS team 
members going door to door. 

VBS in Mississippi with Mid-Maryland mission team

During lunch, they had devo-
tional times.  

Food service workers climbed 
out of their sleeping bags, cots or 
bunk beds to prepare breakfasts and 
kept going in shifts, to provide meals 
and the continual clean up through 
the day. Others took care of laundry, 
transportation and any other needed 
chores.

Larry Wilhelm 
supervised the food 
service. Wilhelm, a 
member of Forest 
Fellowship Church, 
is a caterer and 
owns Friendly Farm 
Restaurant in Up-
perco. Bill Crowe 
approached Wil-
helm last fall and 
asked if Wilhelm 
would consider 
handling the food 
preparation, which 
would mean serving 
300 people, three 
times a day for a 
week in addition to 
three banquets. 

“That’s what I 
do – catering. I’ve 
done it for 3,000 
people. What made 
it difficult is be-
ing over 1,000 
miles away and not 
having my staff,” 
Wilhelm said. 

But God provid-
ed everything and everyone Wilhelm 
needed and even arranged to have 
them placed in the appropriate loca-
tions. 

“Our food service distributor put 
me in touch with an outfit in Bir-
mingham and they were Christian-
owned,” he said. 

The company was extremely help-
ful and even donated a refrigerated 

40-foot trailer with a dry storage area. 
Wilhelm estimated that if he could 
rent a trailer like that it would have 
cost about $5,000 for the week. 

Bill Crowe, Mid-Maryland Asso-
ciation’s director of missions, chuck-
led, saying Larry Wilhelm called him 
and said, ‘Bill, did you ever think 
you could have a spiritual experience 
buying food?’ 

“You could see God’s handiwork 
in all of it,” Wilhelm said.

The mammoth Mississippi mis-
sion trip began as an idea Bill Crowe 
and Gary Scarborough, pastor of 
Ashton Church, began discussing last 
year. A Mid-Maryland team of about 
30 to 40 volunteers usually travels 
to Oklahoma to work with Indians 
each summer, but Crowe felt this 

year, the need was great in Missis-
sippi. Scarborough became more and 
more excited about the prospect and 
began sharing his enthusiasm and 
casting the vision, recruiting indi-
vidual volunteer leaders and church 
groups. Northwest Church already 
had a team of 70 planning to go that 
same week, so they joined in with the 
larger group. Their youth leader, Jeff 

Blaylock, took on the role of 
Pearl River Leader and Youth 
Sports Camp director. Rick 
and Tina Wolff, also from 
Northwest Church were the 
Vacation Bible School leaders. 

Scarborough recruited 
John Heavey, Friendship 
Church, as a trip co-leader. 
Ken Cavey, pastor of Tri-
County Church was the Pas-
cagoula leader and the events 
coordinator. Joel Rainey co-
led the events organization 
and acted also as a “roaming 
coordinator.” David Miller, 
Friendship Church, served 
as leader of the Gulfport 
location. Bill Crowe was an 
overall leader and roaming 
coordinator. Mid-Maryland 
assistants, Cheryl Clymer and 
Lynn Kisic, helped organize 
the trip from the beginning. 

Fred Mueller was the 
construction leader. Mueller 
and his wife, Pat, are Mission 
Service Core missionaries. 
Crowe worked with Muel-
ler on past trips and knew 

Mueller’s superior organizational 
skills and his knowledge of construc-
tion and ability to put together the 
needed logistics. Mueller organized 
the team, with a supervisor for each 
area and leaders for each crew. 

Mueller said someone questioned 
him about the spiritual component 
to the construction work on mission 
trips. He referred to the writings of 

Brother Lawrence, a member of the 
Carmelite Monastic Order in the 17th 
century. Lawrence wrote that every 
act some may find insignificant is a 
vehicle for the presence of God. 

“Fast forward to construction. 
Cutting a board is a spiritual act 
when it’s done with the name of Jesus 
attached to it,” Mueller said. 

Construction is significant also 
because it’s a tangible product we 
leave behind, he said. 

Bill Crowe marvelled at how the 
number of mission trip volunteers 
kept rising and how the trip snow-
balled to what it was. Usually there 
are cancellations as the trip draws 
near, Crowe said, but not this time.   

“We had very few and those were 
health related,” Crowe said. “In fact, 
we had additions up to the very last 
day.” 

Mendy King, Gulf Coast Associa-
tion Church Growth Strategist, said 
she was surprised to get a call for 
more assignments for Maryland VBS 
workers. 

Steve Mooneyham, Gulfport’s As-
sociational Missions director praised 
Mid-Maryland for providing ap-
propriate help in a clean, organized, 
efficient manner. 

“You called and identified a 
week well in advance. That helped 
immensely,” Mooneyhan said. He 
lamented that often well-meaning 
helpers would call and say, ‘Here I 
am and I have a truckload of clothes, 
where do you want them?’ Mooney-
han would say, ‘I don’t.’ He didn’t 
have any way to distribute them. He 
commended Bill Crowe, who called 
and asked, ’How can we help you?’

Pat Spence, Pearl River Asso-
ciation Katrina relief worker, said, 
“We’ve had some wonderful feed-
back. People are so appreciative and 
they’re amazed at what was done. 
They said they’ve felt so loved and 
cared for.” 

Mid-Maryland Association team helps Mississippi Katrina victims
continued from page 1

From left to right:  Dongki Yoo, Tyrannus Church; Shu Ling Ma, Co-

lumbia Chinese; and Il Kim, Tyrannus Church, serve with one of the 

Mid-Maryland construction teams in Mississippi. 
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Dear Counselor,

There is a man in my church 
who is my “thorn-in-the-flesh.”  
He seems to delight in irritating 
me and seems intent on getting me 
fired.  Others in the church agree 
that he is “off base” but no one will 
confront him.  How do I deal with 
such a person?        —Pastor

Dear Pastor:

Much has been written about this 
type of problem with various names hav-
ing been given to such persons such as 
“clergy killers,” “problem people,” “an-
tagonists,” and “well-intentioned drag-

ons.” The difficult behavior exhibited in 
these cases is beyond conflict, criticism, 
argument or occasional irrationality, 
but is more abusive, irrational, hostile, 
adversarial or distorted. 

The phenomenon is well-docu-
mented and many would advocate that 
churches are particularly vulnerable to 
such persons who would not be tolerated 
in other organizations. Our attempts 
to be nice, to avoid conflict, or to use 
religious language as a cover for real 
problems all lead to what Peter Steinke 
calls “sloppy agape” and a church’s 
weakened “immune system” that invites 
a takeover by a “virus.” Furthermore, 
volunteer organizations often lead to 
imbalances of power and the reluctance 

of church members to recognize destruc-
tive behavior by faithful volunteers. 
Small churches are particularly vulner-
able because of the hesitation of losing a 
faithful contributor, even if that person 
has inappropriate behavior.  

I like the approach of Arthur Paul 
Boers (1999) in his book, Never Call 
Them Jerks. Boers suggests that we shift 
from looking at “difficult people” (and all 
the labels that go with them) to looking 
at “difficult relationships.” The subtle 
distinction here is that we shift from 
seeing “the problem” as one person to 
seeing it as an opportunity for the whole 
system to be evaluated (e.g., Why will 
no one confront him?) and as an oppor-
tunity to evaluate the roots of our own 

reactivity and response (e.g., Do I avoid 
conflict, or have I failed to be assertive?) 
Clarity, curiosity and carefrontation 
are good words to remember: clarity 
about the expectations of behavior of 
every church member, curiosity as to 
why someone would fail to live up to 
that expectation or why the organization 
would ignore egregious exceptions and 
confronting with care the problems that 
emerge.

Questions may be e-mailed to 
trodgerson@bcmd.org with the subject 

line indicating, “Dear Counselor.” 
Alternatively, questions can be mailed 

to Tom Rodgerson, 8203 Harford Road, 
Parkville, MD  21234. 

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX YOUR AD 
Deadlines are the second Friday of 

each month for the following month’s 
issue. Classified advertising is 75 cents 
per word ($18.00 minimum) for BCM/D 
churches and church members; 85 cents 
per word ($20.00 minimum) for non-
profit organizations; and 95 cents per 
word ($25.00 minimum) for commercial 
organizations. Word count does not 
include words with two letters or less. 
Contact us for display ad pricing. 

Acceptance of advertising does 
not constitute an endorsement of any 
advertiser’s products or services.

To Place an Ad
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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

GLEN BURNIE, Md.—The sun 
reflected off polished chrome. Leath-
er and denim, some with crosses, a 
few with death 
heads, was the 
dress of the day. 
The roar of bikes 
rumbled through 
the afternoon. 
North Arundel 
Church’s bike 
show, on Sat-
urday, June 10, 
drew 1,000 peo-
ple for a swap 
meet/biker flea 
market where 
bikers could buy 
gear and para-
phernalia, pick 
up literature and 
free Bibles from Christian bike clubs, 
check out the clean and sober clubs, 
eat some hot dogs and hamburgers 
and listen to live bands. As the day 
drew to a close, Rick Holmes, NAC’s 
Music Minister and Motorcycle Min-
istry president announced winners. 

The next day, the church hosted 
former Hell’s Angel evangelist Barry 
Mayson, author of the book, “Fallen 
Angel.” He was in the club during 
their glory days of the 70’s and lived 
a life of drugs, alcohol, prostitution, 
gambling and violence. When he 
refused to murder innocent people, 
he had to flea. With former “broth-
ers” pursuing and surrounding him, 
Mayson prayed to accept Christ and 
God miraculously rescued him. 

It was Mayson’s mother, Mary 
Carter, who never gave up on her 
wayward son, who led Mayson to 
redemption. Mayson choked up sev-
eral times talking about his mother. 
She always had a “Holy Ghost grin” 
on her face, even before she died, he 
said.

When Mayson was running a bar 
with gambling, drugs and prostitu-
tion, his mother would march in 
“lovin’ on everyone” and giving out 
little cassettes about Jesus. 

“I lost more girls that way,” May-
son said. 

Mayson said he told his mom she 
had to stop doing that. He told her, 
‘Mom, I’m a Hell’s Angel, I chose that 
lifestyle for myself and that’s all there 

is to it.’ She told 
Mayson that he 
wasn’t a Hell’s 
Angel; he was 
a child of God. 
Mayson said if 
anyone else talked 
to a Hell’s Angel 
like that they’d be 
on the floor before 
they knew what 
happened. But 
he couldn’t bring 
himself to deck his 
mother. 

He shared 
about a time when 
he and his wife, 

Fran, were doped up in a house with 
an arsenal of guns. They heard a car 
pull up. Mayson asked Fran, “Is it the 
police?” 

Fran shouted, “No, it’s your 
mother!” 

 The pair quickly ran through the 
house hiding what they could and 
sprayed air cleaner around. Mary 
Carter marched into the house and im-
mediately began rebuking Satan in the 
name of Jesus. 

“She did a Jericho march around 
my house while we were tripping on 
reefer,” he said. 

When Mayson’s mother was dying, 
he and his family gathered around 
her. Just when they thought she was 
passing, she looked at them and, “with 
a Holy Ghost grin,” said she wanted 
to sing “When We All Get to Heaven.” 
When she died on July 4, Mayson said 
there were fireworks in heaven. 

Mayson said life’s not as much 
about how we live our lives but how 
we leave our lives. 

Through the years, he’s has had 
some dangerous contacts with his for-
mer “brothers.” Once, his little daugh-
ter, “Barri-Ann” saved him by soften-
ing the heart of a biker who came to 
collect a bounty on Mayson’s head. 

The little girl hugged the grizzled 
biker who was holding a gun on her 
daddy and said she loved him and 
God loved him. The man dropped 
the gun and began to cry. 

With his life in perpetual danger, 
Mayson prayed that God would al-
low him to see his children grow up. 
God answered that prayer.

“I have grandchildren now. And 
I don’t want them to know me as 
a former Hell’s Angel evangelist. I 
want them to know me as granddad-
dy. And I want them to know Jesus,” 
Mayson said, beginning to tear up. 

Mayson had an alter call and at 
least 20 people went forward with 

first time commitments or re-com-
mitments. 

NAC has a strong motorcycle 
ministry. In addition to the annual 
bike show, members meet monthly. 
They go to nursing homes with the 
church’s praise team, support other 
church’s rides and community events 
and reach out to some of the more 
notorious 1% clubs. 

Churches interested in beginning a 
motorcycle ministry are welcome to call 
Rick Holmes, (410) 787-9893, or see the 

ministry’s website, www.NACMM.com. 
Barry Mayson’s website is 

www.barrymayson.com.

NAC Motorcycle Ministry hosts former Hell’s Angel Barry Mayson

PART-TIME MUSIC LEADER—Tri-
County Baptist Church, Laytonsville, 
MD, is seeking a part-time Music leader. 
Candidate should be passionate about a 
blended style of worship. Responsibili-
ties include directing a church choir and 
developing weekly worship plans in 
conjunction with the pastor. Interested 
candidates should submit a resume with 
references to: Patrick Spurgeon, Com-
mittee Chairman, 7821 Damascus Rd, 
Laytonsville, MD 20882.

Barry Mayson, a former Hell’s Angel, is 

now an evangelist and spoke at the North 

Arundel Church bike show on June 10.

EEK, You’ve been home from the
Performing and Visual Arts Camp
for 2 days. Why do you still have

that make up on? Well, the bad news is there was a little paint mix up
between the Mime Track and the Tech Track.

The good news is I’m not allergic to latex.

“Dear Counselor” with CentrePointe Counseling, Inc..
“How do I handle a ‘thorn-in-the-flesh’?”

ADVERTISEMENT
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Freddy Parker named as the new BCM/D Acts 1:8 missionary
By Shannon Baker

National Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—Freddy 
Parker, former pastor and 
International Mission Board 
missionary to the Philippines, has 
been named Acts 1:8 missionary at 
the Baptist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware. 

A native of Little Rock, Ark., 
Parker will assist churches in 
missions education and preparation, 
“starting at their front door and to the 
uttermost ends of the earth,” he said.

His new position will focus on 
mission partnerships locally, statewide, 
nationally and internationally, based 
on Jesus’ mandate in Acts 1:8, which 
says Christians will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes upon 
them, enabling them to be witnesses 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

In addition to strategic local 
and national partnerships, Parker 
plans to assist churches within the 
multi-state convention in cultivating 
international partnerships in the 
Middle East, West Africa, Scotland 
and Mexico. But he’d also like to 
focus missions awareness around 
Asia, a part of the world that contains 
over half the world’s population.

“It’s hard to ignore the two 
billion people who live in China 
and India,” he noted, pointing to a 
color-coded map, which shows the 
global status 
of evangelical 
Christianity. 
The IMB map 
features in red 
several parts of 
the world that 
have yet to be 
engaged with 
the Gospel.

Along 
with the map, 
Parker’s office 
showcases a 
chronological 
Bible storying 
banner, at 
least three 
old passports, 
well-worn Bible 
commentaries, 
and his Bible, 
open to the 
story of Gideon 
in the Old Testament book of Judges.

Like Gideon, Parker says that his 
spiritual journey has proven that it is 
all about God. 

“Most of the time, in human 
terms, the tasks are overwhelming. 

But when we place ourselves in His 
hands, we realize that with Him, it 
is possible. But we have to be in His 
hands; it will be His strength, not my 

strength.”
God’s strength 

carried Parker 
through studies at 
The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, 
where he earned a 
master of divinity 
degree, and in the 
pastorate at Calvary 
Church in the heavily 
churched area of 
Oxford, Ala., where 
he served for ten 
years. 

Then, he was 
appointed as an IMB 
missionary to the 
Philippines, where 
he served as a tribal 
church planter on the 
Island of Mindanao. 

At the time, there 
were ten scattered 

churches among the B’laan people 
group. Eight years later, when Parker 
moved to his next assignment as 
Missions Administrator overseeing 
about 85 missionaries, the association 
had grown to 23 churches.

When the IMB changed its 
overseas organizational structure 
to teams, his administrator role was 
eliminated, and he moved into a team 
leader role for an unreached people 
group.

All together, Parker, his wife 
Gayla, who now serves as the BCM/D’s 
WMU director, and three sons, Allen, 
Nathan and Jesse, spent over a decade 
in missionary work in the Philippines. 

A lover of adventure, Parker said 
the greatest joy of his ministry has 
been during his mission challenges. 

He also had the exhilarating 
task of hiking or riding motorcycles 
throughout the rough mountainous 
terrain to establish, encourage and 
equip the tribal churches.

It is with this same gusto that 
Parker will lead a men’s ministry for 
the BCM/D, encouraging men to get 
involved in fulfilling their role in 
Kingdom work. 

When he looks back on his 
pilgrimage, he acknowledges that the 
Lord grew him the most during these 
missions experiences.

“It will be challenging; it’s not 
always easy,” he affirmed. “But that’s 
when I experienced the most growth. 
I want to challenge others to explore 
mission opportunities and allow God 
to grow them, too.”

Though frail and ailing, 87-year-
old Billy Graham delivered a strong 
message of hope to over 33,000 people 
gathered in Camden Yards during the 
last night of a July 7-9 Metro Maryland 
Festival in Baltimore, Md.

“Unfortunately, I’m getting too old 
to do this, and I thought on my way 
out, this may be the last opportunity to 
preach to an audience like this,” shared 
the elder Graham, who was driven to 
the platform in a golf court. 

In a historic moment for Mary-
landers, the evangelist shared the stage 
with longtime crusade associates Cliff 
Barrows, now 83, and George Beverly 
Shea, now 97, in vintage crusade fash-
ion, offering a clear presentation of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ through mes-
sages and songs.

The trio has ministered twice be-
fore in Baltimore, most recently in 1981, 
and in 1949, the year that Graham’s 
signature crusade ministry first earned 
national attention.

It was then that Graham’s famous 
Los Angeles tent meetings catapulted 

him and his associates into an interna-
tionally recognized crusade ministry. 
From there, the team went on to share 
the Gospel with more than 210 million 
people in live audiences at hundreds 
of crusades, missions, and evangelistic 
rallies in North America and around 
the world.

“It’s been 60 years of ministry. We 
have an amazing relationship that only 
the Holy Spirit could have made,” Gra-
ham noted in his introduction.

The ministry team each expressed 
thanksgiving for the transforma-
tion in Baltimore since their last visit, 
commending the city’s leadership for 
their hard work in building the Inner 
Harbor and otherwise beautifying the 
once-decaying area.

Graham also directed his atten-
tion to his 53-year old son, Franklin. “I 
am happy to have a son preaching the 
Gospel like he is,” he said.

In fact, in 1952, when Graham’s 
fourth of five children was born, a 
telegram seemed to foretell Franklin’s 
eventual ascent into ministry. 

“Welcome to this sin-sick world 
and the challenge you have to walk in 
your daddy’s footsteps,” the telegram 
read. 

“People all over the world admired 
Billy Graham as a spiritual leader. 
I suppose it only seemed natural to 
them that his firstborn son would 
eventually plant his tiny feet in those 
large footprints,” another note read.

Now president and CEO of both 
the Billy Graham Evangelistic Associa-
tion and Samaritan’s Purse, an interna-
tional humanitarian ministry, Franklin 
Graham has continued the tradition of 
stadium-size evangelism events.

Following the elder Graham’s 
formulaic preaching style, the younger 
Graham preached on Friday and Satur-
day nights, before yielding the pulpit 
to his father on Sunday. 

“I am going to tell you what I am 
going to do,” Franklin Graham began 
each of his messages. “I am going to 
invite you to come forward in a few 
minutes to give your life to the Lord 
Jesus Christ…It’s the most important 
decision you’ll ever make in your life.”

In their typical sermon fashion, the 
Grahams surveyed current events—re-
cent floods across the world, the threat 
of nuclear war, even the Baltimore’s 
Preakness horse race—leading to a 
heightened awareness of man’s need to 
be saved from God’s holy judgment. 

“We all have a terminal disease—
called sin,” decried Dr. Graham. “The 
end of that road is death, judgment 
and hell.”

He emphasized other politically 
incorrect words in his message: “…lost, 
perished, condemned, punishment, 
hell, torment,” before explaining how 
God came to earth in the form of a 
man to take on the sins of the whole 
world through his death on the cross.

“But the cross was not the end of 
the story,” he went on. “The end of the 
story is when you come to Christ and 
when Jesus Christ comes again. This 
may be the day!”

Each evening culminated with the 
Crusade’s characteristic call to Christ, 
an invitation accompanied with the 
chorus, “Come, just as you are,” re-
questing people to leave their stadium 
seats and go to the outfield to indicate 

their interest in pursing a relationship 
with Christ.

Thousands of people poured out 
onto the baseball field each night, an 
answered prayer to event organizers.

“May souls be saved, backsliders 
reclaimed, and the part of the Body of 
Christ that is here be revived,” prayed 
Bishop Clarence Johnson, senior pastor 
of Baltimore’s Mount Pleasant Church 
and one of the local organizers of the 
festival.

Since beginning to meet over 
three years ago, the organizing multi-
denominational group has never had 
one moment of dissension and has 
been unanimous on every single deci-
sion regarding the festival, said Thom 
Thornton, consultant/specialist in 
evangelism and collegiate ministry at 
the Baptist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware.

“This speaks volumes to our abil-
ity to work together with the concen-
tration on the Gospel and nothing 
more than that,” shared Thornton. 
“With over 1.7 million people lost in 
the Baltimore area, we just don’t have 
the time to waste on things that are not 
eternal.”

Thornton said the group is going 
to continue working together to seek 
ways to reach Baltimore for Christ. 
“That’s been the most exciting thing...
to be able to continue to be a part of 
this ministry long after the festival is 
gone,” he added.

Franklin Graham Festival at Camden Yards in Baltimore

Longtime crusade associates, George Beverly Shea, now 97, and Cliff Barrows, 

now 83, join (Franklin) and Billy Graham, 87, at the Maryland Metro Festival on 

July 9  in Baltimore, Md. 

continued from page 1
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Date: September 22 - 23, 2006

Location: Baltimore Arena (host church: Oak Grove, Bel Air, MD) 

Speakers: Richard Ross, Joel Engle and Tyra Lokey

Cost: $30 per person ($120 family cap for 4 or more)

Registration: Call (800) 254-2022, email Ralph Batykefer at 
rbatykefer_jr@hotmail.com or visit www.turningheartstour.com for 
more information and online registration.
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