
MD/DE youth play, learn and 
develop into spiritual leaders
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Middle River’s “Kitchen Kapers” 

celebrates 100th show
Kitchen 
Kapers, 
a music 
group from 
Middle River 
Church, will 
perform their 

100th program this month. The 
lively group dresses in red shirts 
decorated with a flag symbol, white 
pants and plastic hats with a red, 
white and blue band. They put 
on a good time show with music, 
dancing and jokes.  Page 5

TeamKid meets needs in 

community of Timbercroft
When Rick 
and Christina 
Wolff moved 
into their new 
neighborhood 
of Timbercroft, 

they immediately saw a need for 
ministry to the hurting teenagers in 
their community.   Page 8

Summer school project matches 

volunteers with opportunity
Several volunteers 
from at least 
15 different 
organizations 
gathered together 
to paint northwest 
Baltimore’s Pimlico 

Elementary School over the span of 
five weeks.  Page 8

On the Web...
•  “God Did Not Call You To Be A 

Pleaser” from HelpMeet

•  Survey offers a profile of how 

Americans see themselves

•  Podcasting Seminar sponsored by 

the Blue Ridge Baptist

•  Missional Moments- media files 

for use in promoting the 2006 

Offering for MD/DE Missions

In this Issue...
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By Shelley Mager
BaptistLIFE Intern

 
COLUMBIA, Md.—Using Acts 

2:42-45 as their guidelines for helping, 
twelve BCM/D churches traveled as 
far as Alabama and Illinois and stayed 
as close as their own backyards to 
spread the gospel of Christ, to lend a 
hand in whatever way they could, and 
to love each other and others around 
them. 

Maina Mwaura, BCM/D consul-
tant for student and children evange-
lism, said the churches focused on one 
of five major components spelled out 

in the second chapter of Acts: disciple-
ship, missions, leadership, fun and 
evangelism - the very same compo-
nents the disciples used in the early 
church. 

Discipleship
Olney Church teens concentrated 

on discipleship as they attended the 
Centrifuge camp. Of the nine youth 
who attended, three of them rededi-
cated their lives and one gave their life 
to Christ for the first time. 

“My hope is that they will build 
their relationship with God and from 
their experience at Centrifuge be able 

to go out to their communities and 
their world,” says the youth minister, 
Nancy Matthews. “I think the plus is 
that by going they were able to draw 
closer to each other and become more 
of a group who then, when they come 
back, hopefully will be able to have 
a closer walk and be able to do more 
than they did when they went.”

The church took their decisions 
seriously, because they went straight 
from Centrifuge to helping with VBS 
at their own church and the following 
week will be going on a mission trip. 

continued on page 6 

Teens from Faith Church, Glen Burnie, led by youth minister, Dale Puckett, assisted Habitat for Humanity workers in New 

Orleans. Even after hours on a construction site, the youth were still willing to help with other projects and also play with 

the kids in the area. 

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

LAVALE, Md.—Western Associa-
tion’s director of missions, Kenny Heath, 
enjoys “lovin’ on people in his own 
laid-back country style. He laughs often 
and freely and he shares his wit and 
charm through his ministry to Western 
Maryland churches and through his role 
as a radio disc jockey on WFWM and 
WCCE-FM radio. The big band swing 
shows are an opportunity for Heath to 
enjoy a beloved hobby and to minister in 
a unique way. 

Heath explained that his love of big 
band music began when he was a young 
teenager in junior high school.

“While everybody else was listening 
to B.J. Thomas and John Denver, I was 
listening to Benny Goodman and Glenn 
Miller,” Heath said.

As a boy, Heath stayed up 
late watching old movies on 
television and he got hooked 
on the soundtracks featuring 
the music of the 1930’s and 
40’s. 

Heath had an opportunity 
to enjoy and share his hobby 
while working towards his 
Bachelor of Arts in Religion 
degree at Campbell Univer-
sity in Buies Creek, N.C. He 
was doing a work study at 
the university’s radio station 
producing news stories. One 

day the student manager asked Heath 
if he’d like to take over the radio pro-
gram, “When Swing Was King.” Heath 
said he was delighted to do so.

 In 1986 Heath was called to pastor 
First Church, Girdletree, so he moved 
to Maryland’s Eastern Shore. That’s 
where he heard “The Ol’ Country Boy” 
Eddie Williams on the radio. Heath 
liked Williams’ show and wrote to 
him. Williams surprised Heath by re-
sponding, and asking if Heath wanted 
to join him as a guest on the show. 
The two became friends. Soon Heath 
became a regular guest and started fill-
ing in for Williams when he was away. 
He also joined Williams for an annual 
“New Year’s Eve Big Band Bash.” Heath 
became known as “Carolina Ken.”

Through the years Heath has been 
host of a variety of big band college 

radio programs. He said he prefers 
working with the colleges because he 
doesn’t have to worry about offensive 
advertisements and announcements. 

Since 1998, Heath has been the 
voice of “Jukebox Friday Night” on 
WFWM-FM, Frostburg State Univer-
sity, playing tunes from singers and 
groups including Bing Crosby and The 
Andrew’s Sisters. He also has a “Cow-
boy Song of the Week” and he features 
local big band vocalists and groups 
from the area. 

Heath said he has some loyal listen-
ers and they realize this is not what he 
does for a living. 

“When callers phone in requests off-
air, I close each conversation with ‘God 
bless you.’ This has developed, in some 
cases, to praying for them and even visit-
ing with them, away from the radio.” 

He returns letters from listeners 
with encouraging notes and encloses 
evangelistic tracts. 

“Although there is no ‘preaching’ 
during the program, I close each show, 
with ‘the old professor’ Kay Kyser’s 
theme song, “Thinking of You” in the 
background, and I say ‘Til next time, this 
is Ken Heath, praying the good Lord will 
bless you  every way you need it, and, ‘til 
then, I’ll be thinking of you....”

The show can be heard on the world 
wide web, on Fridays from 6 to 9 p.m., on 
www.wfwm.org and from 9 to 11 p.m. on 
www.wccefm.org. 

“Carolina Ken” shares love through Big Band radio

www.yourbcmd.org/BLSept06



This has been 
the summer 
of poignant 

funerals. It’s been 
a long time since 
I sat in funeral 
services that had 
more meaning and 
which so beautifully 
reflected on what it 
really means to have 
a personal relation-
ship with Jesus 
Christ.

The first funeral was for a dear 
friend of the family and Baptist lay-
man. His name is Dean Frazier. Dean 
lived a full life of 73 years. Dean’s 
memorial service was one of maybe 
two or three in my entire life that 
stands out in my memory. (And believe 
me, I have been to a lot of them over 
the years both as an attendee, as a 

musician who played or sang and as 
the officiating pastor). Dean’s service 
was unique and amazing. He was a 
genuine Christian servant whose life 
touched so many, many other lives. 
That was so evident. He did so as a 
husband of 50 years or more, a father, 
a grandfather, a friend to all he knew, 
a Sunday School teacher, a deacon, a 
friend of the pastor and a servant who 
did not seek recognition while serving 
in any of these capacities. But certainly 
(and appropriately) he was honored for 
a life well-served by those who knew 
him well and who attended his memo-
rial service. 

I came away hoping that even a 
small percentage of the kind of things 
that were said about Dean would be 
said about me some day. I doubt it 
will be. But this was a service where 
I committed myself to making the 
most of the time I have left. I want to 

make progress in aspiring to the goal 
of achieving some of Dean’s amazing 
legacy. 

The other funeral was for Jay 
Grove. Jay died in July at the age of 18. 
I didn’t know him well. I met him last 
year as he attended our Youth Perform-
ing Arts Camp. His funeral service 
was so neat. It was clear that even in 
18 years of life, a Christian can make 
an unbelievable impact on the people 
around him. Tommy Rowe, pastor to 
students for Jay’s church, said at the be-
ginning of the service, “We are here to 
worship.” And worship we did. I came 
away thinking, if that’s what can be 
accomplished in only 18 years, maybe I 
can use the next 18, if the Lord allows, 
to make more of an impact with my 
life. Jay’s life was a tribute to worship-
ping God unashamedly. I, too, want to 
be that kind of worshipper who doesn’t 
get locked into one style or the other, 

or one generational comfort zone or the 
other. I just want to be known for how 
much I love God and how much I love 
to worship Him.  

The point is that seldom at funer-
als have I been challenged to make a 
personal commitment of my life to do 
more than ever before to “redeem the 
time” that God has so graciously given 
me. These two really affected me in 
deep and profound ways.

Billy Graham was in Baltimore 
this summer. He is the quintessen-
tial servant who has most certainly 
“redeemed” his time on earth. He once 
said, “Someday you will read or hear that 
Billy Graham is dead. Don’t you believe a 
word of it! I shall be more alive then than 
I am now. I will just have changed my 
address. I will have gone into the presence 
of God.”

And so it is for every believer. If 
you agree, say “amen!”

Stockholders in 
companies get 
an annual re-

port reviewing the 
return on their in-
vestment. Consider 
this an investment 
report. By your 
faithful Coopera-
tive Program giv-
ing you are making 
kingdom invest-
ments. Each church 

gives as God leads to resource our 
cooperative effort in reaching Mary-
land/Delaware and the world with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Here is a third quarter report. 
Your Cooperative Program giving 
is impacting the world. More than 
10,000 missionaries are on the field 

throughout North America and 
reaching even to the uttermost parts 
of the world.

Daily, people on every continent 
are finding new life in Jesus through 
the ministries of the missionaries 
you support through the Cooperative 
Program. 

Six Southern Baptist seminaries 
are able to assist in training today’s 
and tomorrow’s leaders for kingdom 
ministry because you give. 

Thousands have been helped in 
the name of Jesus Christ through 
Southern Baptist Disaster Relief ef-
forts. 

Major cities across North Amer-
ica have been changed through the 
mobilization of Southern Baptists as 
a part of our North American Mis-
sion Board’s Strategic Focus Cities 

emphasis. (Praise the Lord! The SBC 
is now turning its strategic focus to 
Baltimore.) 

Closer to home, your Coopera-
tive Program giving has resulted in 
our being able to assist in starting 25 
new churches in Maryland/Delaware 
since January 1. The projection is that 
the number may exceed 35 before the 
end of the year. 

Your resourcing has also enabled 
us to come alongside our existing 
congregations providing thousands 
of hours of training and consulta-
tion for church leaders. As a result of 
these efforts, churches have strength-
ened their evangelism, worship, 
student and children’s ministries and 
Bible-teaching ministries, to name a 
few. Outreach projects and disciple-
ship efforts have been financially 

underwritten. Support and encour-
agement have been made available 
for ministers and their families. 

Churches in trouble have been 
helped by our intervention teams.

Maryland/Delaware Baptists 
have been given opportunities 
through your giving to directly con-
nect to missions in Scotland, Mexico, 
West Africa, and the Middle East, not 
to mention partnership opportunities 
in North America. 

This is just the tip of the iceberg, 
but I am running out of article space. 
I hope you will join me in Solomon’s 
Island, Md., Nov. 13-14, for our annu-
al meeting and hear the full report. 

God is at work through Mary-
land/Delaware Baptists. Thank you 
for your faithful giving. Thank you 
for your partnership in the gospel.

When I 
was a 
child, my 

mother and father 
worked hard at 
teaching me to 
“play nice” with 
other children. This 
involved sacrifice 
and learning to 
share with others. 
Now that I am 50 
years old, I have 
reflected upon 
those lessons of 

my childhood years. The truth is that 
those valuable lessons have served me 
well throughout my life.

Perhaps this is why I feel so 
strongly about working with others 
in cooperative missions. We can do 
more together than we can individu-
ally. This has, for many years, been 
the heartbeat of our convention, and 
I for one, hope this doesn’t change. I 
have a desire to see our world won 
to Jesus Christ, but I also know that I 
cannot do it alone and my church can-

not do it alone. This is one reason we 
give to the Cooperative Program. This 
is why I give and lead my church to 
give. Working together in cooperative 
missions is rooted in Scripture. In the 
book of Acts, chapter four, Christians 
pooled their resources to help each 
other. In Acts chapter 11, we are told 
about churches pulling together to 
help each other. Also, in Acts chap-
ter 15, we find the Antioch Church 
encouraging the other churches to be 
involved in God’s worldwide mission-
ary efforts.

Working cooperatively together 
is also very practical in nature. The 
average Southern Baptist church is not 
large enough to send and adequately 
support its own missionaries. How-
ever, when small churches and “not so 
small” churches pool their resources, 
we can do more together than we can 
individually, and everyone can be 
involved in winning people to Christ 
around the globe.

There is, however, a danger as-
sociated with cooperative missions. 
Everybody’s responsibility can very 

easily become nobody’s responsibil-
ity. The temptation is for us to begin 
to think that what we do individually 
does not matter, because someone else 
will do it. Satan whispers in our ear 
that we do not need to give, because 
someone else will give. He deceives 
us into thinking that we do not need 
to volunteer to go on mission trips, 
because someone else will go.

My sister has five children and 
she said that when they were younger 
a “not me” monster lived in her house. 
Every time something got broken or 
misplaced her children would say, 
“Not me,” when confronted. Indi-
vidual responsibility can very easily 
be lost in cooperative missions. How 
do you know if you have lost your in-
dividual accountability in cooperative 
missions? Ask yourself this question…
”If everyone gave and volunteered 
as you do, could we win the world to 
Christ? If every church participated 
in the Cooperative Program as your 
church does, would we win the world 
to Christ?” Cooperative missions are 
important. Let’s not forget that!

BaptistLIFE (ISSN 331-640) is 
published monthly except January as a 
Cooperative Program ministry of the 
Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware

Postmaster: Send address changes to:
10255 Old Columbia Road
Columbia, MD 21046-1716
(Phone) 800.466.5290 ext. 245
(Fax) 410.290.6627
(E-mail) iwhite@bcmd.org

BaptistLIFE Staff
Bob Simpson Editor

Iris White Associate Editor/Backpage Coord.

Sean Copley Design Editor

Sharon Mager        Staff Writer

Shannon Baker National Correspondent

Graphic Designer

Sherry Lee Advisor to the Editor

Address Change: Send the new address with the old 
mailing label at least three weeks prior to move.

Advertising Rates are available. We do not 
automatically accept all advertising. We typically accept 
ads for services provided to Maryland and Delaware 

Baptists related to or assisting in starting new churches 
and strengthening existing ones. Acceptance of 
advertising does not constitute an endorsement of any 
advertiser’s products or services.

The deadline for news and advertising is the first day 
of the month preceding the next issue. 

Subscription: Free of charge by request to members 
of the BCM/D churches; outside BCM/D churches and 
members, $10 per year; BackPage Program: $20 per 
issue.

We Welcome letters from readers, press releases and 
photo topics of interest to Maryland/Delaware Baptists. 
Digital photos sent electronically are preferred. If you 
send glossy prints, please include a SASE for return.

Letters to the Editor (LTTE) do not reflect the views 
or opinions of BaptistLIFE. We prefer letters from 
Maryland and Delaware. Only letters marked clearly 
for publication as a LTTE, signed and with addresses 
will be considered. Please include a daytime telephone 
number for verification purposes. Letters may not 
exceed 300 words and are subject to editing. Letters 
attacking churches or individuals will not be published. 
Letters will be edited for clarity, BaptistLIFE style, 
and space considerations, but not for content. We regret 
that we cannot respond to all letters not accepted for 
publication.

BaptistLIFE is a member of the Association of State 
Baptist Papers and is printed by The Daily Record, 
Baltimore, Md.

BaptistLIFE 
Serving Baptists since 1849

Volume 90                                                 Number 8

You are making Kingdom investments

Are we redeeming our time or wasting it?

September 2006 Page 2

Bob Simpson

BaptistLIFE Editor,

BCM/D Director of 

Communications

David Lee

BCM/D Executive 

Director

James Nichols

BCM/D President 

and Senior Pastor 

of Faith Church, 

Glen Burnie, MD

Cooperative missions are important
ADVERTISEMENT

Resolutions for annual 

meeting, Nov. 13-14, 

Solomons, Md.

Those who would like to sub-
mit resolutions for consideration to 
the BCM/D annual meeting Nov. 
13-14, 2006, may send them to:

Resolutions Committee
10255 Old Columbia Rd.
Columbia, MD 21046-1716
The BCM/D Constitution and 

Bylaws state that “only resolutions 
presented to the resolutions com-
mittee at least 45 days in advance 
of the annual meeting will be con-
sidered by the committee before 
the first session. Other resolutions 
may be referred to the committee 
by the general body.”

Resolutions coming from the 
floor must be ready to copy and 
distribute. They should have a 
valid reason for not meeting the 
45-day rule. All proposed resolu-
tions must be received via mail or 
dropped off at the Baptist Center 
to Carol Moore by Sept. 29.
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Arundel Association

Faith Church, Glen Burnie, sent a 
mission team to Marietta, S.C., July 15-21 
to work with Gap Creek Church, located 
in the Blue Ridge Mountains. The church 
is building a new 400-seat worship 
center, Sunday school classrooms, two 
staff offices and a fellowship hall with a 
kitchen. The church presently has about 
100 in attendance each Sunday, which 
fills to capacity their present building. 

Faith’s team helped complete dry-
wall, paint and finish some carpentry 
work. A team will also provide artistic 
paintings for the children’s classrooms. 

In addition to construction work, 
some of Faith’s mission team headed 
out into the hills each day to visit the 
580 homes within a five-mile radius of 
the church and to distribute ministry 
brochures and flyers that promote Gap 
Creek’s Wednesday evening youth 
celebrations. 

Grace Church, Pasadena, had a pot-
luck fellowship Festival of Marriage.

Baltimore Association

Long Green Church sent a mission 
team to Lochgilphead Church on the 
west coast of Scotland. The six-person 
team ranged in ages from 15 to 53. 

The group helped the local church 
run its “Holiday Club,” a VBS-type 
event for about 50 children. 

“This enrollment number is pretty 
significant when you consider that the 
total population of Lochgilphead is only 
about 4,500,” Joe McGraw, Long Green’s 
Scotland partnership liaison, wrote in 
an email. 

Almost all of the children were un-
churched. Twelve of them made profes-
sions of faith at the end of the week. 

The team enjoyed an opportunity to 
enjoy a fellowship time at a local pool, 
followed by a Bible study. 

The Scottish church will follow-up 
with the children who attended the 
Holiday Clubs with events this month 
and in November. 

The date for next year’s Holiday 
Club is the first week of July 2007. The 
church welcomes members of other 
churches who would like to send a mis-
sions team. For more information, call 
(410) 529-3117 or send an email to 
f-mcgraj@mail.vjc.edu.

Middle River Church, Baltimore, 
had 20 youth and adults who partici-
pated in the life changing experience of 
World Changers in New Orleans. While 
there they helped to build houses for 
Habitat for Humanity in the 9th ward.

On July 22, MRBC members had 
its first Saturday morning breakfast for 
“neighbors in need.” This was a lo-
cal effort to feed the homeless a great 
breakfast and then allow them to shop 
for free in “The Clothes Closet.” Fifty-
five people showed up off the streets for 
this event. The church plans to continue 
this ministry on the fourth Saturday of 
each month. 

Over 130 children were enrolled 
at MRBC’s third annual Music and 
Creative Arts Camp directed by Phil 
and Carrie Warner of Reading, Penn. 
This camp attracts many unchurched 
children every year and presents Jesus 
to them in a fresh new way. Volunteer 
college and high school students came 
from five states and formed a team to 
put on this years’ camp. 

White Marsh Church sent a mis-
sion team to Trinidad. Team members 
did prayer walking, led community VBS 
and Bible studies. 

Blue Ridge Association

Faith Church, Knoxville, hosted 
both a Citizen’s Emergency Readiness 
Training class and a Baptist Disaster 
Relief Recovery Unit training session 
last month. 

 The CERT training was the first 
ever offered in the Frederick area. The 
Recovery Unit Training was offered in 

partnership by the BCM/D and by the 
Blue Ridge Association.

South End Church, Frederick, 
called Charles Travis as its new associate 
pastor of music and education. 

Travis has a master’s in Christian 
education and in worship leadership. 
His wife, Janeen, is a school teacher and 
sings in the church choir. 

Travis plans to have blended wor-
ship services using hymns, choruses, 
drama and multimedia presentations.

“People who have been in church 
the longest grew up on hymns. That’s 
what they’re used to and comfortable 
with, so you don’t want to change that,” 
Travis explained. “But if you stay with 
just hymns, you’re only going to reach 
the older adults.”

“Charles really fits in with the long-
range view that we have at the church,” 
Kenneth Stalls, senior pastor of South 
End, said.

The Travises have lived in Califor-
nia most of their lives and their two 
grown children still reside there. The 
family also worked on the mission field 
from 1988 to 1992 in Malaysia and the 
Philippines.

Delaware Association 

This year’s Delaware Association’s 
raceway ministry for the NASCAR races 
at Dover Downs is Sept. 22- 24. Organiz-
ers are asking for prayer as the speed-
way officials begin making changes due 
to a capital campaign. The ministry site 
is expected to change, either this year or 
next. 

Each year volunteers give away over 
2,000 homemade cookies provided by 
churches, and they prepare about 1,000 
free ham and sausage biscuit breakfasts. 
They give away tracts and information 
about local churches and host chapel 
services with special speakers and mu-
sic. There are also activities for children 
including pinewood derby races, crafts, 
games and clowns. 

First Southern Church, Dover, will 
host the annual DBA meeting on Oct. 20. 
This year’s emphasis will be on interna-
tional and language churches. Rolando 
Castro, BCM/D’s church planting and 
language churches consultant will be 
the guest speaker. A praise team from 
the Haitian church, Healing Waters, 
Newark, will provide the special music. 

DBA volunteers have been busy 
through the summer helping with the 
Wilmington Games during “Operation 
Outreach Wilmington.” Volunteers as-
sisted with the Olympic style events in-
cluding roller derby, basketball, Frisbee, 
golf and soccer. Over 10,000 people come 
to the games each year, giving the DBA 
volunteers opportunities to witness and 
to share Christ. 

Eastern Association

Spence Church, Snow Hill, joined 
with Bates United Methodist Church to 
host a booth at the Delmarva Chicken 
Festival in June. Nick Carter, Spence’s 
director of member care ministries, said 
the church usually has a booth at the 
Worcester County Fair, but the chicken 
festival is held in different locations 
each year. Carter said since it was Snow 
Hill this time, it was a good opportu-
nity for the church to do some outreach. 

About 30 volunteers, 15 from 
Spence, manned the tent, giving away 
cold water, “Jesus” videos, good news 
bracelets and children’s play tattoos. 

The festival, which boasts the 
world’s biggest frying pan (with a 10 
foot diameter), draws about 20,000 peo-
ple each year for food, arts and crafts, 
music and a variety of other activities.

Carter said you could see God’s 
hand throughout the festival. When 
the church teams came to Byrd Park to 
begin set-up, they praised God when 
they realized they were stationed right 
by the front of the park where everyone 
came through. 

On one festival day, an awful thun-

derstorm came up. “We were under a 
10 x 10 canopy and were getting ready 
to hightail it out 
of there when an 
elderly gentlemen 
came up with sev-
eral other seniors, 
many with walk-
ers, who needed 
shelter. So we 
gathered every-
body up the best 
we could. There 
was a torrential 
downpour. Byrd 
Park doesn’t take 
much to flood. 
Within a short 
time we were two 
inches deep in 
water, under a tent 
with metal poles, 
under a tall tree. 
The only thing I needed was a light-
ening rod in my hand. We prayed for 
God’s safety and He gave it to us.”

  
Mid-Maryland Association

About 30 kids came to the first ever 
soccer camp this summer offered by 
Forest Christian Fellowship, Upperco. 
Several signed up for the Upward Soc-
cer program that began in August. 

The church started adding some 
Saturday night services, geared toward 
those in their late teens and early 
twenties. Tray Coble, pastor of Forest 
Christian Fellowship, said the services 
have a contemporary style combined 
with ancient liturgy. 

“The young people really liked it. 
They said it’s something they can bring 
their friends to,” Coble said. He hopes 
to launch weekly Saturday services by 
next month. 

 A mission team of 15 people, made 
up of families, ministered in White 
Plains, N.Y. They helped a new church, 
Christ the King Church, which is still 
in its “gathering” phase. Coble said 
the church is the only English-speak-
ing Southern Baptist church in West 
Chester County. The team did servant 
evangelism projects and spiritual 
surveys. Coble said there was a lot of 
seed planting and he hopes some of the 
harvest will come this fall. 

Forest had its highest attended 
summer yet. Coble said they hit a high 
of 170 on Palm Sunday, but attendance 
dwindled each week, dropping to 40 at 
the end of June. When the team came 
back from the mission trip, attendance 
began rising again. As of this writing, 
it’s at 80 and continues to grow each 
week. Coble attributes the increase 
to God answering prayers and bless-
ing the church as a result of members 
gathering on Sunday nights for old 
fashioned prayer meetings. 

Friendship Church, Sykesville, 
offered a Life Line Screening Clinic 
last month which included offering low 
cost screenings for potential strokes, 
aneurysms, peripheral arterial disease 
and osteoporosis. 

Mason Dixon Church unanimous-
ly elected former youth pastor Terry 
Felton as their senior pastor.Felton is 
recognized by congregants of all ages 
as spiritually mature and as a gifted 
preacher. Rick Lewis, a founding mem-
ber of the church and one of the older 
deacons observed, “After five years of 
leading the youth and fulfilling his role 
of associate pastor, Terry’s speaking 
abilities and his capabilities as spiritual 
leader were evident to all.”   The senior 
members are just as excited as any 
group in the church about Felton tak-
ing the position of senior pastor.    

Montgomery Association

Germantown Church will have 
revival services September 10-13. 
Dusty McLemore, pastor of Lindsay 
Lane Church in Athens, Ala., will be 
the guest speaker. Services will be at 

11 a.m. and 6 p.m. on Sept. 10 and at 7 
p.m. on Sept. 11-13. 

Two men from Olney 
Church, Gayle Clifton and 
John Van Slycke, traveled 
to New York on a servant 
evangelism mission trip to 
join with other volunteers 
to help paint two city 
schools. 

The schools were 
structurally good, but 
were old and in desperate 
need of a facelift, Clifton 
said. 

Each volunteer 
provided his or her own 
expenses and made a $100 
donation per person to 
cover the cost of the paint 
and supplies. 

Clifton said the trip 
was a good opportunity to 

impact a neighborhood and to let oth-
ers know what Christian organizations 
are seeking to do – to share Christ and 
to show the love of Christ in action. 

Potomac Association

Dunkirk Church will have a Mis-
sions Conference Oct.13-15. All church-
es in the area are invited to attend.

Emmanuel Church, Huntington, 
had a “Ladies Lunch Bunch” gather-
ing last month at a local restaurant in 
Solomon’s Island. 

The church recently had a ladies 
craft night. Women brought vari-
ous craft projects to work on, pooled 
money to buy food and enjoyed the 
fellowship. 

Prince George’s Association

Cresthill Church, Bowie, called 
Stephen Gibson as associate minister 
of music and worship arts. Gibson is 
a graduate of Howard University’s 
School of Music, a former pastor and a 
freelance musician. He lives in Bowie, 
where he teaches music from his home 
piano studio.

The church had a free concert this 
summer featuring Tim Zimmerman 
and “The King’s Brass.” The near ca-
pacity crowd enjoyed great songs of the 
faith in many styles, as well as some 
patriotic numbers to celebrate the July 
4th weekend.

 
Susquehanna Association

Calvary Church, Bel Air, had a 
celebration and commissioning service 
to recognize all the ministry volunteers 
through 2005-2006 and to commission 
those who have committed to the 2006-
2007 year. 

Towne Church had an apprecia-
tion lunch for all of its VBS workers. 

The church sent a mission team 
to work with New River Church in 
Fayette, W.V.

Western Association

Second Church, Oldtown Road, 
sent a mission team of 18 to Ocean 
City to help with maintenance work 
and minister at local camp grounds. 
The church also sent a team to Pueblo, 
Mexico. 
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Disclaimer: BaptistLIFE would 
like to correct an item that appeared 
on this page in the last issue where 
the term “sacrament of baptism” was 
inadvertently used. It was copied 
directly from a church newsletter we 
received. Baptists do not see baptism as 
a “sacrament,” but as an “ordinance.”  
BaptistLIFE regrets any confusion 
created by the misuse of this term.

Pastor Gayle Clifton, Olney 

Church, paints school in NY.



By David Jackson

[This is part of one 
of a two-part series. 
Next month: Exter-
nal reasons why new 
churches grow so 
effectively]

Let me just say 
it right up 
front: All the 

research shows that 
church plants grow 

faster and better than other churches 
(Christianity Today, 1991; Fuller 
Seminary, 1999; Southern Baptist 
Convention ACP, 1999). In fact, these 
studies show that new churches less 
than three years old on average reach 
at least three times as many people 
with the Gospel on a per capita basis. 
In a time when some are suggesting 
that 68% or more of our existing SBC 
churches are plateaued or declining, 
this fact bears significant examina-
tion. Why are fledgling congregations, 
with only a handful of people and 
extremely limited resources, able to 
see conversions and baptisms at such 
a higher ratio than older churches do?

Here are some of the possible 
internal reasons:

Vision. Church plants start with 
a positive vision of what God wants to 
see happen in a community or among 
a people group. This vision serves as 

a directional aid for the new congre-
gation and a filter for all activities 
they provide. The vision is clearly 
articulated in ways that enable others 
to “see” it and be attracted to it. As a 
result, they want to do their part to 
turn it into reality. Churches that lose 
their “vision” of what God wants to 
do through them often drift, simply 
“doing church” from week to week.

Focus. New churches realize 
the obvious: they can’t do everything 
and be a “full service” church that 
provides all kinds of ministries to the 
people around them. Out of necessity 
they are forced to be sharply focused 
on “the basics” of evangelism and 
discipleship, usually in a very stream-
lined way (often one-on-one). This 
sharp, simple focus may actually be 
one of the more significant, yet over-
looked keys to congregational growth. 
(Ironically, the compulsion to provide 
additional ministries and services 
may directly correlate to the stalling 
of growth as a new church matures.)

Budget and Time Priorities. 
Because of this vision and focus, new 
churches are able to build their bud-
get and calendar around the needs 
for evangelism and discipleship. 
Some church planting writers have 
suggested that initial budgets should 
allow for over 50% of their income to 
go directly to outreach. All of them 
seem to suggest that at least 25-35% of 
the monies in their first year or two 

be used in this way. Calendaring is 
dealt with in the same way (of course, 
with few people already “churched” 
in their congregation, this is easier to 
do). How can they allot so much of 
their time and money in this man-
ner? The answer is obvious: church 
plants have very few “fixed” expenses 
(which often keep existing churches 
from ministry opportunities).

Relational. Church plants are 
people-driven. They are not focused 
on programs or procedures or struc-
tures. Instead, one of their great 
strengths is the attention and care 
they can provide to each person who 
comes their way. Part of this is be-
cause of the small size of the original 
fellowship; part is because of their 
limited (and usually informal) organi-
zation. In other words, there are very 
few administrative concerns (commit-
tees, meetings, etc.) and even fewer 
people who have to deal with them. 
As a result, the congregation is able to 
focus its attention on newcomers and 
the unchurched.

Family. Let’s take the last point a 
step further: structurally, new church-
es function more as a family than as 
a business. They hold “family meet-
ings” rather than business meetings. 
They make decisions by consensus or 
default, rather than election. They are 
influenced more by family systems 
thinking, than by corporate, organiza-
tional thinking. They treat each other 

as participants in family life, with 
needs, dreams and abilities, rather 
than shareholders, who vote with their 
wallets and attendance, but often are 
asked to do little more.

Need to Succeed. Finally, let’s 
state the obvious: church plants real-
ize their future viability depends 
ultimately on their success in reaching 
others with the Good News. Finances 
will sooner or later dry up, partner-
ships will dissolve and vision will 
fade if people aren’t reached for Jesus. 
This recognition that the very sur-
vival of the congregation depends on 
reaching others has its own “built in” 
motivation. Churches that have assets 
and long-tenured histories can eas-
ily forget what is so obvious to new 
churches: if we’re not growing, we’re 
dying.

These are just a few of the possible 
reasons why church plants grow so ef-
fectively. While some of these elements 
may not seem feasible or even compel-
ling to existing congregations, each of 
them still probably merits our atten-
tion. The question is not “what are we 
doing?” but “why and how should 
we do it?” The answer we give to this 
question will have far-reaching—may-
be even eternal—ramifications. 

David Jackson can be reached at (800) 
466-5290, ext. 225 or by email at 

djackson@bcmd.org.

What church plants can teach the rest of us
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By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

DUNDALK, Md.—First Church, 
Dundalk, stands in the middle of revi-
talization and dilapidation on the busy 
intersection of Dundalk and St. Helena 
Avenue.

The oldest part of Dundalk, which 
was established in 1895 by Irish immi-
grant Henry McShane and later devel-
oped by the Bethlehem Steel Company 
to provide housing for shipyard work-
ers, the community is becoming more 
and more urban—and more challeng-
ing.

Built within blocks of Baltimore 
City, the church assumed ownership 
of the original Dundalk community 
center, which was built by Bethlehem 
Steel over a century ago. 

Now, the church finds itself in the 
middle of the unincorporated town’s 
“serious effort to bring revitalization 
and redevelopment” to the decaying 
water-privileged community.

“Our community is changing in 
radically different directions at the 
same time,” shared Chris Gudmunds-
son, First, Dundalk’s pastor for the past 
six years. 

“The deterioration brings both 
challenges and opportunities for the 
church,” he noted. 

In the midst of all the change going 
on all around them, he admits his posi-
tion, “We’re just going to stay here and 
worship Jesus and help others to know 
Him.”

Capitalizing on its very visible 
location in the historic downtown, the 
church held a Celebrate Jesus Festival 
on its church grounds July 23 to attract 
members of the community to their 
weeklong Vacation Bible School.

Despite high humidity and a 
threatening storm, children of differ-
ent races ran across the church’s paved 
parking lot, standing in line for the 

inflated Amazing Maze for a game a 
laser tag. Others took turns jumping in 
the inflated bounce house and crawling 
through a 100-foot toddler tunnel.

In their pockets were crumpled-up 
booklets of tickets that could be ex-
changed for free carnival food, drinks 
and game play. 

Earth Traces, a ministry hailing 
from Edwardsville, Ill., provided the 
inflatable rides, games and carnival 
food materials; and Agape Puppets, a 
ministry from Summerville, Ga., pro-
vided a story time with chalk drawings 
and puppets. The Baltimore Association 
provided a grant to help defray the costs 
of the outreach effort.

“We had 90 kids! That is amazing 
for us,” excitedly shared Gudmunds-
son’s wife, Monica, who organized the 
festivities. “We are really excited about 
that!”

Of the nearly 180 people who 
attended the day’s events, at least 45 
people signed up for the VBS, she said.

 “We are definitely interested in 
reaching people for Jesus and to be 
really visible in the community. It’s a 
good outreach,” shared Debbie Smith, 
a church member who travels from 
Parkville, Md.

Smith became a volunteer under the 
direction of Carol Cullison, who helped 
organize the outreach. “No, God orga-
nized the festival,” Cullison corrected, 
her eyes twinkling with delight. “God 
organizes. He just puts me there.”

Throughout the day, the church 
members made every attempt to con-
nect with their neighbors, getting to 
know them by name and face and 
searching for opportunities to connect 
them to their church.

“If there is ever any crisis or prob-
lem, our church members take people 
under their wings to take care of them,” 
Monica shared in appreciation. “They 
pull together to do whatever they can 
to serve the Lord.”

Dundalk festival 
celebrates Jesus

ADVERTISEMENT

Date: September 22 - 23, 2006
Location: Oak Grove Church, Bel Air, MD
Speakers: Richard Ross, Joel Engle and Tyra Lokey
Cost: $30 per person ($120 family cap for 4 or more)
Registration: Call (800) 254-2022, email Ralph 
      Batykefer at rbatykefer_jr@hotmail.com or visit 
     www.turningheartstour.com for more information.



September 2006 Page 5

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

MIDDLE RIVER, Md.—Kitchen 
Kapers, a music group from Middle 
River Church, will perform their 
100th program this month. The lively 
group dresses in red shirts decorated 
with a flag symbol, white pants and 
plastic hats with a red, white and 
blue band. They put on a good time 
show with music, dancing and jokes. 
Some of the popular songs they 
perform include “Marizy Doats,” 

“The Good Ship Lollipop” and “I 
Want a Girl Just Like the Girl that 
Married Dear Old Dad.” They even 
play instruments –piano, woodblock, 
spoons, kazoos, triangles, cowbells, 
washboards, harmonicas, maracas 
and drums. It’s a blast from the past, 
but these “kids” know their stuff 
– these are the songs from the times 
they remember. The group of about 
a dozen men and women are senior 

citizens. The youngest is a youthful 
71 and the oldest is 87. 

“The hokey-pokey gets a little 
tough sometimes,” Betty Coonts, 
director of the group and drummer, 
said with a smile. 

 “We really enjoy it,” she said. 
And it shows. Coonts, 76, and her 
contemporaries practice weekly and 
perform as often as four shows a 
week at local nursing homes, seniors 
centers, assisted living communities 
and civic organizations. Some are 
ill, even struggling through chemo-

therapy, but they come as often as 
they can, smiling and giving it all 
they’ve got.  

The audiences enjoy the show, 
clapping, singing along and tap-
ping their feet – even while in wheel 
chairs or using walkers. Once, 
Coonts said a young man came to her 
and said his mother would be in the 
audience and had Alzheimer’s. The 
man didn’t expect her to sing or even 

comprehend what they were doing. 
But this elderly woman, to everyone’s 
surprise, was alert and even mouth-
ing the words the group was singing. 

Hassell Vass, an energetic fit se-
nior with a big smile and rich voice, 
begins each show with an introduc-
tion, a few jokes and some humor-
ous quips. Then the group goes into 
its repertoire. One of the funniest 
moments is when they do a little skit 
with what they call “the kids” during 
some of the songs. They bring out a 
big decorated screen with holes for 
heads, arms and legs sticking out 
of drawings of little girls and boys. 
The audience laughs and laughs as 
the seniors stick their heads and feet 
through the drawings (someone else 
has to do the arms) as they sing and 
dance. 

The group proudly sings pa-
triotic songs. All of the men in the 
group are World War II veterans, as 
are many of the audience members 
where they visit. Coonts said the au-
dience always stands if at all possible 
when they end the show with “God 
Bless America.”

As a Christian witness, the group 
always makes sure the audience 
knows Kitchen Kapers is a group 
from Middle River Church. They also 
intersperse gospel music, such as 
“Because He Lives” in with the other 
oldies. 

The group is already booking up 
for their special Christmas show. By 
August 1, they had four bookings. 
Their maximum is ten. They use 
bells, sing old carols and wear Santa 
hats. Coonts said they do back-to-
back show for two weeks during the 
holidays. 

“It tires you out, but when you go 
and see these folks that can’t get out, 
most in wheelchairs and walkers, 
and you see them singing, smiling 
and clapping, it makes it all worth-
while,” Coonts said. 

The group takes three vans to 
their shows. Due to gas prices, they’re 
trying to find a bus or large vehicle for 
transportation. Kitchen Kapers’ 100th 
show will begin at 7 p.m. on Oct. 22 at 
Middle River Church. 

For more information about Kitchen 
Kapers, call the church office, 

(410) 686-8810.

Middle River’s “Kitchen Kapers” celebrates 100th show

Where’s my 2007 BCM/D Calendar?

The 2007 calendar for the Baptist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware is coming in November. 

We will have the calendar at the Annual Meeting in Solomons, 
Md., and will mail it shortly after to every BCM/D church.

Visit www.yourbcmd.org and click on “Calendar” to see 
upcoming events today!

ADVERTISEMENT

2006 BCM/D 
ANNUAL MEETING

November 13-14
Solomons, MD
Dr. Chuck Kelley 

Dr. Robert Smith, Jr. 
 Rev. David Gordon

Dr. David Lee
Dr. James Nichols

Holiday Inn Select 
(410) 326-6311
(800) 356-2009 

Single or double room is $99.00. 
Use the code “BMI.” Reservations 

must be made prior to October.

By Tamara Quintana

Let’s face it. Most of us live our 
lives always “on the go.” But we still 
need to take the time to be healthy. I 
recently shared this “on the go” well-
ness information with our marketing 
staff who accumulate thousands of 
frequent flyer miles each year.

Eating
Eating on the go often means mak-

ing poor food choices. To make better 
choices, keep these things in mind:

• Stay away from fast food restau-
rants and buffets. Eating healthy 
is all about making wise choices: 
portion control, grilled vs. fried, 
salad dressing on the side, fresh 
vegetables instead of fries, fresh 
fruit for dessert, etc.

• Eat three to five times a day. Be 
sure to eat breakfast. It doesn’t 
have to be big, just a protein, a 
carb, and a dairy will kick-start 
your day. Grab an extra yogurt or 
fruit before you leave home for a 
mid-morning snack. Eat lunch. 
Have an afternoon snack and then 
eat a light dinner.

• Drink plenty of water.

Exercise
Take every opportunity to exercise 

when you are on the go:

• When traveling by car, take fre-
quent walk breaks at parks, rest 
stops, tourist sites, etc. If travel-
ing by plane, check in, then walk 
around until time to board.

• However you are traveling, it is 
important to exercise your legs. 
While sitting, blood can collect 
in the lower part of your body 
and create deep vein thrombosis 
(blood clots). Just moving each 
heel up and down for a minute 
will pump the blood to the upper 
portion of your body.

• Most hotels have some type of 
exercise facility. If not, exercise 
in your room with a jump rope, 
exercise bands or a DVD.

Sleep
It can be difficult to get a good 

night’s sleep when you are away from 
home. Some tips for improving sleep:

• Exercise more than one to two 
hours before bedtime.

• Don’t eat a big meal just before go-
ing to bed.

• Bring your pillow from home. 
Sometimes that is all you need.

• Bring some “white noise” to 
drown out unfamiliar noises. 
This might be radio music played 
very low or actual “white noise” 
that you can pick up in stores like 
Sharper Image.

Remember, if you have to be on-
the-go, get going with wellness.

Tamara Quintana is a graduate of 
All Saints Episcopal Hospital School of 

Vocational Nursing and the director of the 
employee wellness program for 

GuideStone Financial Resources of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

Wellness on the Go

“It’s where your faith and art intersect”
Only 100 spots left!—email scopley@bcmd.org if interested now!
Skycroft Conference Center • Middletown, MD • July 22-27, 2007

Looking for a way to train your praise team leaders, videographers, singers, 
dancers, graphic designers and other students artistically bent? YPAC is 
a spiritually vibrant, instructional performing and visual arts camp for 
students in grades 7-12, designed to promote and develop a Christian 
worldview in the arts. 

Our highly trained faculty promote a biblical worldview of the arts through 
mentoring, instruction and inspiration. You don’t want to miss this unique 
opportunity of spiritual and artistic development!

Check out http://web.mac.com/scopley/iWeb to see blogs,
pictures and videos from our 2006 camp!

Look for more info including registration/scholarship forms, new 
course offerings and more at www.yourbcmd.org/ypac

ADVERTISEMENT
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Journal from Ash Neita—“The 
music in worship is very good, there are 
both playful and serious songs. The pastor 
sometimes calls God “Papa” or “Daddy” 
which I find very interesting. Our memory 
verse for today was John 11:28. I believe in 
this, if a person who believes in Jesus dies 
they will still live in heaven.”

Youth from First Church, Waldorf, 
made discipleship a priority by taking 
a student life mission trip to Liberty 
University in Virginia. They were able 
to help the students and worship with 
them as well as work with the local 
YMCA club.  

“First the kids were kind of dis-
couraged,” said youth minister, Randy 
Stacks, ”because they went on the field 
trips and didn’t get to do the crafts and 
activities, but it allowed them to just 
hang out with the children and some 
really good bonds were formed and 
they got to do some good one-on-one.”

The trip to Liberty only lasted 
from Monday night to Friday morning, 
so the youth group decided to go the 
extra mile. They extended their trip 
and spent the weekend at Eagle Eyrie 
pulling weeds and doing yard work in 
exchange for free housing. 

Missions
At Camp Wo-Me-To, one hundred 

forty-three elementary school aged 
and teenaged girls came together for 
a week of Bible study, hearing the 
testimony of missionaries, worship, 
and lots of fun! Velvie Bannister (Allen 
Memorial Church) led the younger 
girls in Bible study each morning. Girls 
were taught what it means to have 
a relationship with Christ and were 
challenged to live out the fruit of the 
Spirit every day.

Gayla Parker (BCM/D) led the 
Acteens in Bible study. David and his 
battle with Goliath was the focus of 
the week. Girls learned just as God 
equipped David to face his battle with 
Goliath, God has equipped each of 
us to face the Goliaths in our lives. 
The key to victory is reliance on God, 
knowing His Word, knowing Him 
intimately through prayer and finding 
courage by looking back at how He has 
worked in our past.

Along with Bible study, the girls 
heard from missionaries: Alanna 
Davis, Freddy Parker, Linda Pegram, 
Darline Ballou, Amy Phillips and Su-
san Kitchin. The missionaries shared 
experiences that spanned from as close 
as Baltimore to as far as Pakistan and 
the Philippines.

Swimming, crafts, scavenger 
hunts, hayrides, silly songs and s’mores 
were also a part of the week. Nightly 
vesper services included drama, chalk 
talks, devotions and worship through 
music.

The high point of the week came 
on Thursday night as girls were given 
opportunity to respond to what they 
had learned. Twelve girls made deci-
sions of salvation or answered a call to 
missions. At the fireside service, girls 
shared what God had taught them 
throughout the week. According to 
Parker, “when you hear the testimonies 
of the girls, you get a glimpse of God’s 
plan for the future and that is excit-
ing!”

 Teens from Faith Church, Glen 
Burnie, paid special attention to mis-
sions on their trip to New Orleans. The 
group assisted Habitat for Humanity 
workers from 7:30 a.m. to about 3 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday, framing, 
wall wrapping, installing windows 
and siding, flooring and laying foun-
dations. While working, they met a 
man named Keith who worked with 
Habitat for Humanity through the 
summer. After working all day, Keith 
went home to try and work on his own 
house, damaged after the storm. 

“I began going around asking our 
students if they would like to help,” 
said Dale Puckett, Faith’s youth minis-
ter. “I told them that this was a situa-
tion where God wanted us to go above 
the call. This was one family that we 
could not let down. We had to show 
them the true meaning of service and 
that this is what is meant by ‘mission 
trip.’”

Even after hours on a construc-
tion site, the youth were still willing to 
help. 

Not only did they minister to 
physical needs in the area, but also to 
spiritual ones. After working con-
struction through the day, some of the 
youth went to the kids in the area and 
played with them and told them Bible 
stories. 

Kettering Church teens also 
ventured down to New Orleans to 
help with Katrina relief. The 12 youth 
and three adults helped in whatever 
way they could, addressing both the 
spiritual and physical needs of the 
people whose lives and homes were 
destroyed. They, too, did a lot of work 
fixing up houses of the victims of the 
storm. 

“They had a chance really to de-
pend on God because we were out of 
our comfort zone,” youth minister Co-
lin Pugh stated. 
“They also 
learned a lot of 
leadership skills. 
God really 
spoke to them 
as they prayed 
and fixed 
houses and as 
they asked a lot 
of questions. 
The people who 
were there were 
really grateful 
that a church of 
faith was there 
to help out.”

“My first 
experience in missions was com-
pletely contrary to my expectations, 
but was the most rewarding time 
in my life,” stated sixteen year old 
Margaret Davenport.

Northwest Church also helped 
those in need after Hurricane 
Katrina, but they worked in Mis-
sissippi. The team did everything 
from rebuilding searing hot tin 
roofs to hanging out with residents 
in nursing homes to playing with 
neighborhood kids who had been 
evacuated from their 
homes and did not 
have much to do 
otherwise. 

“I think the kids 
were blessed beyond 
the people we minis-
tered to,” said youth 
minister Jeff Blaylock. 
“We put together 
about 100 care pack-
ages for and went to 
two different nurs-
ing homes and sang 
songs with them and 
prayed with them 
and loved on them. It 
was just a great experience and 
the youth were just really drawn 
to these older people. It was such 
a God-thing to see the youth 
connect to them.”

The youth also coached in 
three different sports camps 
that taught soccer, basketball, 
cheerleading and softball, and 
incorporated Bible stories and 
the Gospel in everything they 
did. They taught VBS and back-
yard Bible clubs, and also served 
at banquets for Mississippi pas-
tors. They hooked up with other 
churches from both Maryland 

and Mississippi to do whatever they 
could to help.

Landover Hills Church experi-
enced “World Changers Extra Large” 
for the first time when they visited 
Virginia on a mission trip. They were 
assigned to the Virginia Beach area 
and stayed in a school where there 
were 120 girls on and only two to six 
working showers! Besides their own 
dilemmas, they worked hard to help 
the community. 

The youth worked on 19 houses, 
fixing everything they could: roofing, 
windows, decks, wheelchair ramps 
and painting. They also went door to 
door with the Gospel and provided 

Bibles for all the families they helped. 
“We found out why roofers get 

paid so much,” laughed youth minister 
Bonnie Draper. 

“People couldn’t believe that teen-
agers were willing to pay $295 to sleep 
on the floor and witness to people,” 
she said.  “We were out to change the 
world.”

El Bethel Church decided to go 
down and help in low income areas in 
Birmingham, Ala., this year. Through 
World Changers, the youth were 
up at 5:30 a.m. every morning 
and didn’t stop working until 
4 p.m. refurbishing houses in 
the neighborhood. They built 

BCM/D youth play, learn and develop into spiritual leaders
continued from page 1



ramps, fixed roofs, painted, encour-
aged and most importantly, shared the 
Gospel with the community. 

“I think it made a very, very great 
impact in the youth’s lives because 
they were sharing themselves with 
others,” explained Pastor James Dixon. 
“They experienced what I call “other-
ness”--entering into the lives of other 
people and not leaving them the way 
you found them. They get excited 
about that.”

Journal entry by Camri Har-
rington- “When we got down there we 
were assigned crews and this year I worked 

on roofing and painting. It was a very good 
experience because I got to meet a lot of 
new people and a lot of the kids in the area. 
We were able to minister to a lot of the 
people there. It was a lot of hard work but 
I enjoyed it because we were doing it for 
someone else and for God.”

Leadership
Ogletown Church didn’t have to 

go too far from home for an amazing, 
God-filled experience. The youth from 
this church attended a conference 
called DCLA in Washington DC for 
the weekend. This conference takes 

place only in DC and Los Angeles once 
every four years. The students would 
go to worship sessions in the morning 
led by the David Crowder band and 
then spend the day in sessions, learn-
ing in depth about the book of John 
from many different perspectives, 
from people acting out the stories to 
pastors coming up and interpreting 
each individual verse. 

“It was kind of cool to experience 
it with everyone else in DC at this 
conference,” said Sarah Hammond, a 
member of Ogletown. “This is a confer-
ence just for youth, and it runs around 
three stories: your story, God’s story, 
their story. They learn about how to 
relate the gospel with what they’ve al-
ready gone through in their own lives. 
They also learned a lot about listening 
to other people and how their stories 
connect to God.”

First Church of Laurel went all the 
way to Waterbury, Conn., for a leader-
ship retreat for the youth. Nine youth 
went up to not only learn more about 
God and strengthen their leadership 
skills, but they also decided to lend 
a helping hand while they were up 
there. Since Waterbury Ministries 
was preparing for a weeklong day 
camp, the youth on the trip helped 
them clean up the church and give it a 
fresh coat of paint, along with paint-
ing canvases to look like stained glass 
windows to decorate the sanctuary. 

They also spent time 
talking about leader-
ship, discussing, 
praying, and vision 
casting about what 
God wants them to 
do in the next year. 
The group also had 
a lot of fun together, 
sightseeing in the 
city. 

“He wants us 
to do some really 
important things 
this upcoming year 
and grow closer 
together,” said youth 
pastor Tommy Rowe. 
“Eighteen students 
just graduated from 
the youth group; so 

this is a whole new group.”
Youth, grades 7-12, from 32    

BCM/D churches attended 
YPAC, an instructional per-
forming and visual arts camp 
for students.

During the week at Sky-
croft, students were instructed 
in dance, video, graphic arts, 
theatre, vocal music, instru-
mental music, praise team and 
technical aspects of produc-
tion.

Joel Goddard, worship 
leader for the week, comment-
ed that he had never been to a 
camp before where kids gath-

ered in small groups in the evenings to 
play guitars and sing. He encouraged 
them to write their own songs and cre-
ate their own dances.

Trent Kirkland, camp pastor, told 
them they were “Made to Shine” for 
the Lord and encouraged them to go 
home and be lightbearers in every-

thing they do.
Go to http://web.mac.com/sco-

pley/iweb to see photos and learn 
more. Next summer, the dates for 
YPAC will be July 22-27.

Fun
South Columbia Church stays 

here in town and does a ministry 
after church every Sunday called 
SLAM. This is mostly a recreation 
and fellowship ministry. Youth are 
invited to play Ultra Frisbee, cards, 
Xbox, or just “hang out” while other 
church members cook up hot dogs, 
hamburgers and quesadillas. 

  “It’s primarily fellowship,” 
explained youth pastor, Mike Mc-

Donald. “There is a discussion about 
a certain topic for the night, and then 
we pray together. Last week we talked 
about outreach and how the teenagers 
can reach out to those in their area.”

This is a ministry youth are 
involved in every Sunday from 6:00 to 
8:00 in the evening. 

Taneytown Church had a fresh 
idea when their youth group found 
out that the enormous “Creation Festi-
val 2006” was cancelled this year due 
to inclement weather. Halfway packed 
and ready to go, they decided to make 
their own “mini-creation” and called 
it “Creativefest.” 

“We tried to make it as similar 
to Creation as possible,” said Justin 
Hannekin, the youth minister for 
Taneytown. 

Don Rogers, who has a ministry 
called Pressbox, arranged for sev-
eral bands to come and play for the 
teenagers. Whenever the band played, 
there were between one and two hun-
dred people who attended the con-
certs. Between the fireworks, swim-
ming, concerts and speakers, they 
made the very best of their situation. 
And to some, it was even better than 
what they hoped for in the beginning. 

Journal entry from Hayden 
Stanbough—“We headed to Cascade 
Lake. There you could swim in the lake, 
jump off huge platforms into the water, go 
down a big water slide and talk and play 
with your friends. We had a sermon on 
soul ties and communion. The rest of the 
night was spent rocking out to ”Clear-
view,” “Shutter,” “Angels Wake” and 
“Kiros.” Later there were fireworks that 
we enjoyed. Although satan tried to ruin 
something holy, God can always make 
arrangements.”

Churches throughout our multi-
state area hosted a high-energy, 
kid-oriented performing arts day 
camp called All About Kids Produc-
tions (AAKP). AAKP is designed 
for kids who have completed grades 
one through six. Music, acting, stage 
movement and dance are combined 
with Bible study, hands-on instruc-
tion, plenty of laughter, and just the 
right amount of hard work to create 
an awesome week of challenge and 
growth.

Evangelism
First Church, Rockville, entered 

Chicago, “the city that never sleeps,” 
to evangelize. Their youth group 
teamed up with a church ministering 
to a neighborhood with high racial 
tensions. The church was doing their 
best to reach out and Rockville came 
just in time. The church was right 
across the street from an elementary 
school and Rockville was able to min-
ister to some of the kids there, but the 
church’s own youth got to experience 
something different and amazing as 
well.

“I think the big benefit for us is 
that we have been going to M-fuge for 
quite some time and it put us in a situ-
ation where we couldn’t immediately 
see the benefits. We had to tell the 
kids ‘sometimes you’re the one who 
plants the seeds and someone else 
harvests it,’” says Danielle Gilbert. 

The church pastor in Chicago 
stressed to the team how important it 
was to help the neighborhood so that 
the neighborhood would remember 
the church as being kind and showing 
love to them. 

Journal entry from Jane Wang—
“The speaker talked about needing to rid 
ourselves of things that distract us from 
God. I prayed so hard to God that he 
would change my attitude and my heart. I 
knew that I had come for the wrong reason 
and I intended to leave Chicago with the 
right reasons. It began with humbling 
myself and confessing that I was wrong 
with my motivations and selfishness. I 
thank God for the awesome experience I 
was given with working with one another 
and receiving this new attitude.”
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By Shannon Baker 
National Correspondent

 
BALTIMORE, Md.—It was the 

ultimate summer school project.
Consider the math: 18 classrooms, 

six hallways and bathrooms, one big 
cafeteria and the front foyer at a lo-
cal elementary school, all equaling 
approximately 90,000 square feet of 
surface area that needed to be painted 
before school starts this month.

Factor in 175 people from diverse 
backgrounds who volunteered at least 
one or two full days of work, and what 
you get is a real lesson in enormous 
good will.

This summer, several volunteers 
from at least 15 different organizations 
gathered together to paint northwest 
Baltimore’s Pimlico Elementary School 
over the span of five weeks.

Bill Simpson, executive director of 
Open Door Community Development 
Corporation, organized the project in 
cooperation with the Mayor’s Office of 
Community Investment and the “Be-
lieve in our Schools” campaign, who 
opened the door for other partners to 
participate.

These partners included several 
Embrace Baltimore-affiliated churches 

and ministries, mission teams from 
Macon, Ga., and Hershey, Pa., Balti-
more City police cadets and Ameri-
Corps volunteers, all who gave freely 
of their time to grab a paintbrush and 
update the nearly century-old school.

“The great thing about the Pim-
lico painting project was the diver-
sity of people who stepped up and 
made a difference. This was truly a 
community-based project with one 
shared goal – helping make a city 
school a cleaner and better place for 
kids to learn and grow,” Simpson 
said.

“What the Pimlico painting 
project clearly demonstrates is the 
importance of community-wide part-
nerships in helping kids in the city. 
What we’re learning as we go along is 
that all of us, to the degree that we’re 
willing to get involved and stretch 
ourselves, are able to make a differ-
ence in the lives of others,” he said.

Speaking on behalf of the col-
lective partnerships, he added, “We 
are also seeing again and again that 
there is enormous goodwill in our 
churches and communities that just 
needs to be cultivated and channeled. 
Our goal is to be a difference maker 
in the City of Baltimore.”
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Dear Counselor,
I find that I am doing more and 

more counseling as a pastor. I sometimes 
worry about my ability to be effective, 
but also about being falsely accused of 
inappropriate behavior or advice. How 
do I protect myself?

   — Pastor

Dear Pastor,
Ministers have been providing 

the healing, guiding, sustaining and 
reconciling functions of pastoral care 
for centuries and still are the profes-
sionals who people turn to first in 
our culture for help in time of need.  
High profile missteps by counsel-
ing clergy combined with a litigious 

society require pastors to pay atten-
tion to certain external and internal 
factors in this centuries old form of 
caring for the soul.

Paying attention to externals 
would involve such things as coun-
seling in an office that is confiden-
tial, but not isolated (some churches 
require a window in the door of 
the office), never counseling in the 
building alone, scheduling appoint-
ments during regular office hours or 
just before meetings, letting someone 
else know where you are and what 
you are doing, seeing young persons 
in the presence of family members, 
being cautious about any form of 
touching and keeping confidential, 
factual notes on what occurred. One 

should also have some ability to 
distinguish between spiritual and 
mental health issues (although these 
often overlap) and the correspond-
ing ability to know one’s limits and 
when to refer to another profession-
al. Often if an issue takes more than 
4-6 consecutive sessions, it is time 
to refer. (See Cheston (1991), Making 
Effective Referrals; Stone (1994), Brief 
Pastoral Counseling; and Ciarroc-
chi (1993), A Minister’s Handbook of 
Mental Disorders.)

However, one also needs to pay 
attention to the internals. Another 
has said that counseling requires a 
“scrupulous commitment to self-
examination.” Questions for self-
examination might include: Am I 

attracted to this person; do I think 
of them often outside of work; am I 
over-functioning; do I need them in 
counseling more than they need the 
counseling; am I avoiding my own 
problems at home; am I starting to 
talk about my problems with this 
person; am I maintaining a per-
sonal devotional life beyond sermon 
preparation?

If in doubt about the internals or 
the externals, seek consultation.

Questions may be e-mailed to 
trodgerson@bcmd.org with the subject 

line indicating, “Dear Counselor.” 
Alternatively, questions can be mailed 

to Tom Rodgerson, 8203 Harford Road, 
Parkville, MD  21234. 

“Dear Counselor” with CentrePointe Counseling, Inc..
“How do I protect myself when counseling?”

By Shelley Mager
BaptistLIFE Intern

REISTERSTOWN, Md.—When 
Rick and Christina Wolff moved into 
their new neighborhood of Timber-
croft, they immediately saw a need 
for ministry to the hurting teenagers 
in their community. Even though 
they are both active members of 
Northwest Church, they decided to 
do something different. Instead of 
opening a ministry at the church for 
the kids to come visit, they brought 
the ministry to them; right in the 
middle of their own neighborhood. 

“I felt God telling me to start this 
ministry as soon as we moved in,” 
says Rick. “God provided our house 
to us in a miraculous way, and we 
knew that He wanted us to do some-
thing in the neighborhood. So we just 
started saying ‘Okay God, what do 
you need us to do?’”

Soon after that, they visited the 
annual Reisterstown festival and 
started talking to people there. One 
of the people they met was Brian Ho-
gan, the youth pastor at Reisterstown 
Church. Hogan started telling them 
about a ministry called TeamKid that 
they ran every Tuesday night that 
reached out to the kids in the com-
munity ages 4 to 17.

“When we called Reisterstown 
Church and talked to the pastor, John 
Rudd, we were greeted with a crying 
voice of ‘you don’t know how much 
of an answer to prayer you are’,” says 
Christina. 

Reisterstown Church had been 
praying for a long time for God to send 
someone to lead this ministry, and 
they were thrilled when the Wolffs 
wanted to team up with them. Another 
leader from Reisterstown, Bea Hogan, 
also volunteers with the group. 

Even the neighborhood of Timber-
croft was supportive and donated a 
one bedroom apartment for the kids to 
use. Reisterstown Church pays for the 
electricity. Now every Tuesday night 
Rick and Christina roll up in their van 
and are greeted by 10 to 15 kids half 
an hour early, smiling and ready for 
TeamKid. 

“I grew up in Timbercroft,” says 
Christina,” and the biggest challenge 
is breaking through the social and 
cultural barriers. The most reward-
ing parts, though, are the smiles on 
the kids’ faces when we roll up every 
Tuesday night.”

The ministry now averages about 
40 kids every Tuesday night. It starts 
with dinner, followed by a game or 
craft, and finally a 20-minute object 
oriented Bible study. Nearly all of the 

kids that come are completely un-
churched. 

When they first started the min-
istry almost four years ago, they only 
had snacks for the kids. Then one night 
one of the students came late, wonder-
ing if he had already missed “din-
ner.” They realized at that point that 
the snacks were actually some of the 
children’s evening meal. 

Now Christina spends most of 
Tuesday afternoons cooking full 
meals, anything ranging from spa-
ghetti and meatballs to baked ziti 
to meatloaf to feed the big, hungry 
group of kids. No matter what, the 
kids are always provided with both 
physical and spiritual nourishment. 
About 50 kids have received Christ 
over the past four years. 

TeamKid meets needs in community of Timbercroft

Rick Wolff teaches some children from the Timbercroft community through 

“TeamKid,” a program which encourages children to know Jesus Christ and 

grow in a relationship with Him.

Summer school project matches volunteers with opportunity
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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

GULFPORT, Miss.—As an act 
of love, pastors from Mid-Maryland 
Association (MBA) hosted three ban-
quets in three locations – Pascagoula, 
Gulfport and Pearl River – for Missis-
sippi pastors and their wives, many 
of whom haven’t been able to begin 
working on their own homes yet 
because they’ve been so busy helping 
other church members. The banquets 
were part of the MBA’s week-long mis-
sion trip to the area June 17-24. 

Maryland pastors dressed in crisp 
white dress shirts, bow ties and black 
pants, cheerfully greeted their Mis-
sissippi brothers and sisters in love 
and led them to pretty tables covered 
in white and decorated with candles. 
The ladies were pleasantly surprised 
to find gifts, handbags filled with 
bath supplies, on each table. The Mid-
Maryland pastors acted as waiters for 
the night, serving, bussing tables and 
cleaning up afterwards. 

Ken Cavey, pastor of Tri-County 
Church, Laytonsville, and Mid-Mary-
land Mississippi trip events coordina-
tor, served as moderator. 

Cavey introduced Louis Redd, 
who shared a few light-hearted 

chuckles with 
the crowd before 
singing some old 
favo rites, includ-
ing “Haven of 
Rest” and “I 
Know What Jesus 
Did for Me.”

Each banquet 
had a special 
speaker. Paige 
Patterson, presi-
dent of South-
western Baptist 
Theological 
Seminary, spoke the first night at the 
Pascagoula banquet. Patterson used 
scripture from Revelation, sharing 
that Mississippi pastors have an open 
door set before them and that they 
need to hold on. 

The second banquet was in the 
Pearl River area. Dan Crow, pastor 
of Covenant Church in Columbia, 
Md., encouraged Mississippi pastors 
in their trials to continue to help and 
hold each other up. 

Jim Burton, the North American 
Mission Board’s director of volunteer 
mobilization, was the guest speaker 
at the final banquet in Gulf Port. 
Burton commended the Mississippi 
pastors for the great effort in all they 

had done in serving their communi-
ties. He encouraged them to diligently 
continue to not only help build homes 
but to rebuild lives. 

Pastors shared their Katrina 
stories with each other and with 
Marylanders. Brad Replogle, associate 
pastor of worship for Ingalls Avenue 
Church in Pascagoula, said Ingalls 
Avenue Church had four feet of water 
in it, lost the roof from the second 
floor of the education building and 
lost ninety-five percent of the church’s 
contents. About thirty percent of the 
church membership lost everything. 

Replogle said he’s the church’s 
“music man” but hasn’t been able 
to do much music for the past year. 

Everything changed. The church is 
dealing with the after-effects of the 
storm. 

But through the destruction, the 
church was given an opportunity. 
Doors that weren’t open before are 
swinging wide open now. The church 
is able to go out into the community 
to minister to people who are hurting, 
to assess and meet needs. 

“The church is doing what it 
should be doing,” Replogle aid. “Ka-
trina gave us an opportunity to do 
that.” 

Replogle’s remarks were echoed 
by other pastors at the banquets and 
throughout the trip – new ministry 
opportunities had arisen. 

Mid-Maryland churches serve banquets of love in Mississippi

Southern Baptist church-sponsored feature film goes Hollywood

By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

ALBANY, Ga.—“Never give up. 
Never back down. Never lose faith.”

The tagline for the upcoming 
movie, Facing the Giants, speaks not 
only of the film’s content, but also of its 
unlikely producers: a Southern Bap-
tist congregation in small-town, rural 
Albany, Ga.

For the first time, a church-mem-
ber-sponsored, nearly all-volunteer 
driven, full feature film has grabbed 
the attention of Hollywood, specifi-
cally Sony Pictures, the recent backer 
of The Da Vinci Code.

And with a PG rating for ‘explicit 
Christian content’ by the Motion Pic-
ture Association of America (MPAA), 
the movie has earned national atten-
tion.

Michael Catt, senior pastor of Sher-
wood Baptist Church, whose innova-
tive approach and vision to “reach the 
world from Albany, Ga.,” made room 
for the non-traditional ministry of 
filmmaking, is thankful for the extra 
visibility.

“The MPAA fell right into God’s 
hands,” the pastor said, in an interview 
with BaptistLIFE. The rating was “a 
blessing in disguise,” he said, because 
the resulting controversy opened up 
national conversations with media 
giants, CNN, FoxNews and the LA 
Times.

The free publicity has created an 
unprecedented opportunity to share 
the Gospel through the 112-minute 
film, to be released in 400 theaters 
nationwide on Sept. 29, just in time for 
the kickoff of football season. 

The movie is a ministry product of 
brothers Alex and Stephen Kendrick, 
media and teaching pastors at Sher-
wood Church, who wrote, directed 
and produced the film. 

This is their second movie, fol-
lowing Flywheel, which has sold over 
35,000 DVD’s and has reached inter-
national distribution. Thousands of 
emails have flooded Sherwood Church 
with news of how the movie has led to 
new and rededicated commitments to 
Christ and to reconciled marriages.

“[In addition to airing on religious 
broadcast stations across the United 
States,] Flywheel has been trans-
lated into Romanian, airs on Span-
ish-speaking stations across Europe, 
has been bootlegged in China and is 
currently in proposal to translate into 
Farsi for Iraq 
audiences,” 
Catt said, 
equally ex-
cited about the 
opportunities 
that lay ahead 
for Facing the 
Giants.

Already, 
284 people 
have accepted 
Christ for the 
first time after 
special screen-
ings at two 
Christian film 
festivals in Bos-
ton and New 
York, he said.

In the 
tradition of 
Remember 
The Titans 
and Hoosiers, 
Facing The 
Giants inspires 
and challenges 
audiences of 
all ages as its 
characters face 
tough issues on and off the field. Real 
to life, the film is the compelling story 
of a luckless Christian high school 
football coach who dares his players 
to harness the power of their faith to 
propel the team to victory. 

Not just a football movie, the film 
also tackles the issue of infertility 
and presents normal conversations 
and events that happen in a Christian 
school, from a revival which offers 
opportunities for life change to indi-
vidual faith struggles.

The film stars actual students 
from Sherwood’s Christian high 
school and features a cameo by real 
life University of Georgia football 
coach, Mark Richt, as himself. 

And because no one else could 
take five weeks from work to film, 
Alex, a father of five, plays the lead 
role.

It took him and his brother two 
months to write the script, which they 
did at night, after their kids were in 

bed. At the 
church, 
they dou-
bled their 
workload, 
to make 
time for 
the actual 
filming of 
the movie, 
which took 
place in 30 
days.

The 
entire movie 
was filmed 
using one 
camera and 
one com-
puter. 

The 
majority of 
the filming 
took place at 
the church 
school’s 
football 
field, using 
the schools 
uniforms 
and props. 

Altogether, without delving into the 
church budget or soliciting funding 
from the pulpit, members contributed 
over $100,000. 

“That doesn’t count what I call 
‘soft money’—the food and time 
contributions,” shared Alex Kendrick, 
who noted that most of the funds 
were used to pay for equipment rental 
and the salaries of five film consul-
tants, who oversaw the filming pro-
cess and led “boot camp” sessions to 
help volunteers understand the basics 
in lighting, audio-engineering, and 
actual filming. 

Over 500 volunteers from the 
3,000-member church contributed in 
one way or another—praying, set de-

velopment, filming, and playing roles 
in the movie. With no food budget, 
Sunday school classes took turns cater-
ing on the set.

Sherwood’s music minister, Mark 
Willard, wrote the score for the movie, 
but it was a fortuitous decision to use a 
song from Christian recording artists, 
Third Day, that moved the production 
into national theatrical distribution.

When the producers sought per-
mission from Provident Music to use a 
Third Day song in their film, the com-
pany begrudgingly told them to send 
the movie for review. The then capti-
vated manager presented the movie to 
their parent company, Sony Pictures.

Not only was permission granted 
for use of the song, but the major mo-
tion picture company began the pro-
cess of releasing the film into national 
theaters.

“Our first movie was meant for 
our community,” shared Kendrick. 
“But to now see this movie go nation-
wide is an answer to prayer.”

 “We live in a different world,” 
shared Catt, explaining his creative 
approach to reaching people with the 
Gospel. “We are losing this culture.” 

Pointing to recent Barna Group 
statistics, which point to 92 percent of 
teenagers who do not go to any church 
of any kind, he added, “We can gripe 
about it or we can ask, ‘God, what is it 
that you want us to do? What can we 
trust you for? What can you trust us 
with?’”

Already, Kendrick is considering 
content for a third movie—one about 
the strength of a marriage that is dedi-
cated to the Lord.

“God has already blown us away, 
and I can’t wait to see what He has 
next,” he said.

For more information, visit online 
at www.facingthegiants.com. The 
site includes a Bible study guide with 
downloadable video clips for churches 
to use, as well as theatrical trailers and 
other promotional materials.

If you are interested in bringing 
Facing the Giants to Maryland/Delaware, 

go to www.yourbcmd.org/ftg 
for more information.

Controversial PG rating for ‘Explicit Christian Content’ fuels national attention
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Southeastern Seminary 
Alumni and Friends Celebration
November 14, 11:45 PM
Holiday Inn, Solomons, MD

Special Guests: 
Fred Luter pastor of 
Franklin Avenue Church, 
New Orleans, LA
The Praise Team from 
Greenridge Church, 
Clarksburg, MD

Cost: 
Come enjoy a seafood and steak dinner, great fellowship, 
worship and giveaways all for only $15!  Limited seating so 
register today!

Reservations:
RSVP Lyn O’Berry at lyn.oberry@verizon.net or (410) 694-9365

By Tim Durkin and Tanesha Ellis

Equipping Kids to Learn in Balti-
more’s Neighborhoods

A coalition of BCM/D churches has 
partnered with Baptist Family to provide 
vital school supplies to kids in need in 
Baltimore City.

Twelve churches have taken on the 
challenge of equipping 910 students 
with everything they need to go back to 
school in September 
and be well prepared 
to learn.

The largest 
concentration of 
students served by 
this program is found 
in Baltimore’s Pim-
lico neighborhood, 
where New Christian 
Bible Baptist Church 
is coordinating the 
distribution of sup-
plies to 580 students 
at Pimlico Elementary 
School. Located in the 
same neighborhood 
as the famous race 
track, this school was 
also the site of a major 
renovation effort this 
summer. Volunteers 
from BCM/D church-
es and other organiza-
tions made sure that 
students at Pim-
lico will benefit from 
freshly painted classrooms and common 
areas. With the addition of back-to-school 
support, kids at Pimlico Elementary are 
primed for a great year of learning and 
growth.

In August, Northeast Baptist Church 
distributed 260 backpacks to kids in 
the Armistead Gardens neighborhood 
of Baltimore. Armistead Gardens is 
a cooperatively run housing project--
residents do not own their homes, but 
instead purchase a stake in a cooperative 
corporation which owns the houses. This 
cooperative setup creates a close-knit 
community, one that comes together 
to support its school kids. Distributing 
school supplies to kids in need is a great 
way for Baptists to show support to this 
unique community.

You can find Pleasant Rock Baptist 
Church in a neighborhood once called 
Pigtown but now generally referred to 
as Washington Village. The Pigtown 
moniker is a remnant of the times when 
the B&O railroad would release its pigs 
and drive them through Cross and Os-
tend Streets to slaughterhouses in South 
Baltimore. These days, the pigs are gone, 

and instead of squealing hogs, buzzing 
saws, pounding hammers, and other 
sounds of house rehabilitation fill the air. 
This neighborhood is served by three city 
schools, and Pleasant Rock distributed  
supplies to around 50 children.

In addition, 20 kids served by Baptist 
Family’s Good Samaritan Network were 
provided with supplies.

Beyond the three churches men-
tioned already, special thanks go out 

to nine churches that 
collected mountains 
of supplies this year: 
Burtonsville, Colonial, 
Greenridge, Landover 
Hills, Northside, Seneca, 
South Columbia, and 
University.

Foster Care Open 
House in September!

Baptist Family has 
often made appeals for 
new foster parents. We 
are now going to give in-
terested potential parents 
a fun way to interact with 
current foster parents, 
to share experiences and 
learn about foster parent-
ing.

Baptist Family’s 
CHOSEN Treatment 
Foster Care Program 
will host an Open House 
on Saturday, September 
16th, from 11 a.m. to 4:00 

p.m., at Northside Baptist Church (1100 E. 
Northern Parkway, Baltimore).

Come and bring the family to enjoy 
music, dance, local sports celebrities, 
snow cones, cotton candy, a moon bounce, 
and other treats for young and old alike. 
We will have a raffle every half hour, to 
include such items as a family 4 pack to 
the Maryland Science Center, and gift 
cards to places such as Kohl’s, Wal-mart, 
and more.

CHOSEN seeks strong women and 
men called to serve God through foster 
parenting. Please take a moment to con-
sider if you hear this call. If you do, we 
are ready to help you answer it. We offer 
thorough training, 24-hour parenting 
crisis backup, and a generous monthly 
(tax-free) stipend. 

If you or someone you know is inter-
ested in changing the life of a deserving 
child through foster care, or just learning 
more about Baptist Family, please come 
and join us! For additional information 
contact Crystal Jones at 410-872-1050 ex-
tension 158, or Tanesha Ellis at extension 
142. Please join us at Northside Church on 
September 16th!

Baptist Family news briefs



CHAPLAIN NEEDED—Harbor Hospital 
is looking for a local clergy member who 
can provide spiritual counseling and 
guidance to patients and families. The 
ideal candidate lives within a 15 mile 
radius of the hospital and can commit to 
48 hours of coverage weekly (two days 
a week). Harbor is offering a quarterly 
stipend. For more information including 
job description, please call Sally Lewis at 
(410) 350-8218.

MINISTRY ASSISTANT—The Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/Delaware is 
seeking a motivated individual for the 
position of ministry assistant for the 
Finance Office. This position will be 
primarily responsible for processing 
payments to our vendors, recording cash 
receipts, processing monthly payroll, 
maintaining vendor files, maintaining 
loan files and corresponding with our 
churches and their treasurers. If you are 
interested in this position, please forward 
your resume to tstolle@bcmd.org. No 
phone calls please.   

PART-TIME MUSIC MINISTER
Looking for a talented and energetic 
person to direct the music ministry of 

Poolesville Baptist Church. Qualifications 
for this position include being a 
committed Christian, a talented lead 
vocalist and have the ability to perform 
equally well with both traditional and 
contemporary music styles. This position 
is part time (10 - 15 hours per week) with a 
negotiable salary based on the candidate’s 
experience. Please call Kelly Wallace at 
(301) 518-3610 if you are interested.

WANTED: PART TIME 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
— 16 hrs./ week. Hourly rate negotiable. 
Responsibilities include production 
of church bulletin, answering the 
telephone, ensuring a well-organized 
office. Organizational skills a strong 
plus. Contact Greenbelt Baptist Church 
personnel committee. (301) 474-4212, (301) 
474-1345 (fax) or send resume to greenbelt.
baptist@verizon.net.

YOUTH MINISTER—Trinity Baptist 
Church is in search of a part time youth 
minister. It is anticipated that this position 
will go to full time in the future. The 
position will require 20-25 hours per 
week, although there is some flexibility 
in the work hours. The annual pay is 

$25,000 (total compensation package.) 
An Associates Degree (or equivalent) is 
preferred and the successful candidate 
is expected to be relational-oriented, and 
value continued education.

PART-TIME ACCOMPANIST— Olney 
Baptist Church is seeking applicants for 
a part-time accompanist. Responsibilities 
include rehearsing with the choir 
on Wednesday evenings and special 
rehearsals for holidays or special events; 
and accompanying the choir during 
Sunday morning worship service.  
Interested applicants may contact Pastor 
Gayle Clifton (301) 774-5433 or Sandy 
Cordes/OBC Personnel Cmtte (301) 774-
5565 evenings.

PART-TIME MUSIC DIRECTOR — 
Olney Baptist Church is seeking applicants 
for a part-time music director. This 
position is responsible for planning and 
leading music for Sunday worship services 
and other scheduled events; directing the 
adult choir and serving as a member of 
the music committee. Interested applicants 
may contact Pastor Gayle Clifton (301) 
774-5433 or Sandy Cordes/OBC Personnel 
Cmtte (301) 774-5565 evenings.

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX YOUR AD 
Deadlines are the second Friday of 
each September for the following 
September’s issue. Classified 
advertising is 75 cents per word 
($18.00 minimum) for BCM/D 
churches and church members; 85 
cents per word ($20.00 minimum) 
for non-profit organizations; and 95 
cents per word ($25.00 minimum) 
for commercial organizations. Word 
count does not include words with 
two letters or less. Contact us for 
display ad pricing. 

Acceptance of advertising does 
not constitute an endorsement of any 
advertiser’s products or services.

To Place an Ad
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Take the Stage Drama School
   A Home School Theatre Program
 
   Lora Strosnider
   410-751-7762
   443-705-3237
            takethestagedramaschool@hotmail.com

Dr. James Merritt is the Senior Pastor 
of Cross Pointe, Duluth, 
Georgia. His uncom-
promising preaching 
and leadership have 
brought phenomenal 
growth to the church 
where thousands at-
tend each week. 

He is a past-President of the Southern 
Baptist Convention and is a noted author 
and speaker. 

His ability to apply Biblical prin-
ciples to the problems and concerns of 
everyday life has made Touching Lives 
one of the most popular and respected 
broadcast ministries across the nation 
and around the world.

Sundays at 8:30am EST
(Consult local cable affiliates in 

your area for channels)
The Trinity Broadcasting 

Network (Direct TV Ch. 372) 
The Church Channel 
(Direct TV Ch. 371)



By Joye Jackson

BALTIMORE, Md.—Sometimes 
prayer can literally throw open the 
doors of heaven. Samuel Cho was 
already faithfully serving God as 
pastor of 
Global Mis-
sion Church of 
Baltimore, the 
Korean church 
that he began 
in 1999, when 
a witnessing 
opportunity 
and earnest 
prayer opened 
the door to 
new ministry.  

While 
eating a meal 
at a favorite 
restaurant, 
Cho shared 
the gospel 
with his 
server, Nina. 
Cho and his 
wife began praying for this young 
immigrant from Nepal. After a few 
more trips to the restaurant, Nina 

invited them to her home where both 
she and her husband accepted Christ. 
Later that evening Nina and her hus-
band attended a Nepali party where 
they gave out gospel tracks to their 
friends. Cho continued to disciple 

the couple and to 
explain salvation 
to their friends and 
family.

When Nepali 
community lead-
ers from Baltimore 
needed to accommo-
date a large meet-
ing, they enlisted 
Cho’s help. He ar-
ranged for the meet-
ing to take place 
at Valley Church 
and asked for a few 
moments to speak 
at the beginning of 
the meeting. After-
wards two young 
men asked if they 
could talk more 
about the Bible and 

about Jesus. Home Bible studies have 
blossomed into The Nepal Baptist 
Church of Baltimore.

Reach-
ing the 
Nepali for 
Christ has 
been dif-
ficult. Cho 
explained, 
“More than 
3,000 Nepali 
people 
live in the 
Washington 
DC, Balti-
more area, yet we have had no Ne-
pali church. Most of them believe in 
Hinduism. They need the gospel and 
the church.” He also explained that 
there is great pressure on those who 
choose to follow Christ. Often they are 
threatened that this choice means they 
are outside of Nepali society. “This is 
a practical warfare,” Cho says, “Their 
community has its own culture, tradi-
tion and customs. I pray that Nepali 
leaders will change their minds to 
support Christianity.”

The nation of Nepal does not al-
low Christian missionaries within its 
borders. Maoists have attempted to 
overthrow the government leading to 
a civil war with more than 

12,000 deaths. The recent turmoil has 
the Nepali desperate for peace, but 
their Hindu teachings tell them that 
everything in life is determined by 
fate. Most have never heard of Jesus, 
the source of peace. Recently, one new 
Christian was able to return to Nepal 
bringing Bibles to share his new 
found faith.

YOUR STATE MISSIONS OFFERING GIFTS AT WORK:

Congregation reaches 
out to Nepali people in 
Baltimore, MD

A Missions Moment from the 2006 Offering for Maryland/Delaware Missions  •  www.yourbcmd.org/offering

www.yourbcmd.org/offering

Visit us online for downloads 

such as missional moments, 

multimedia files, devotionals. 

prayer guides, feature stories, 

inserts, lessons and more! 

PRAY, GIVE and GO 
for Nepal Church
PRAY
Reverend Cho asks that we 

pray for spiritual miracles 

among the Nepali, for their 

salvation, for leaders to 

accept Christianity as a 

blessing to their community 

and for opportunities to 

build up The Nepal Baptist 

Church of Baltimore. 

GO
Extending hospitality and 

encouragement would help 

to strengthen these who 

have lost support from their 

community. The teens from 

The Nepal Baptist Church of 

Baltimore need a Bible study 

teacher and music leader. 

GIVE

Nepali Bibles and Christian 

study materials are difficult 

to locate. Providing these 

in the Nepali language will 

help strengthen and grow 

the church.

Contact:
Samuel Cho

1401 N. York Rd.

Lutherville, Md. 21093

(410) 321-1334

samuelcho77@msn.com
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