
By Mitch Dowell
Embrace Baltimore 

Interim Coordinator

BALTIMORE, Md.—What a dif-
ference a year makes! Seems like only 
yesterday that we were talking about 
our strategy for meeting the readiness 
criteria to be named a Strategic Focus 
City (SFC) by the North American 
Mission Board (NAMB). In November 
2005, Baltimore Baptists were invited 
to partner with NAMB in a city-reach-
ing effort called Strategic Focus Cities.

Embrace Baltimore really began 
long before November 2005. Pastors 
had been praying for a great move-
ment of God in the city. Meeting at 
Seventh Church, local pastors prayed 
earnestly every Wednesday for their 
city. Soon, other pastor prayer groups 
began to spring up all around Balti-
more. Pastor Bob Hurd (former pastor 
of Second and Fourth Church) began 
an effort to prayerwalk every neigh-
borhood in and around Baltimore. 
Neighboring associations joined in 
with prayer and support for Embrace 

Baltimore which quickly expanded 
to include the perimeter associations 
as well. Concerts of prayer now take 
place monthly at one of our Baltimore 
churches.

Our work was cut out for us. 
The Baltimore Baptist Association 
(BBA), along with NAMB Strategic 
Focus Cities staff and the Embrace 
Baltimore team began by interview-
ing all willing BBA churches. These 
interviews revealed that local pastors 
needed help with such things as vi-
sion development, community needs 
assessment and member mobilization. 
The interviews also revealed other 
practical needs of the church. With the 
support of the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware, we conducted 
monthly training events to address 
the needs. Our convention continues 
to work alongside the BBA to meet the 
priority needs of local churches.

We quickly realized that for any 
significant change to occur in Balti-
more, we would have to change our-
selves. The BBA Leadership Team ad-
dressed the issue and presented their 

conclusions and proposal to the Execu-
tive Board. The BBA changed from an 
association supported by the churches, 
to an association that exists for the sole 
purpose of providing resourcing and 
support for the local church.

Working with this new model 
and limited resources, local churches 
moved outside their walls and into 
their communities. Local congrega-
tions have been busy conducting block 
parties, after school programs, back-to-
school projects, Backyard Bible Clubs, 
servant evangelism and other com-
munity impact events—all to simply 
connect with their neighborhoods and 
minister to their practical and spiritual 
needs. City churches forged partner-
ships with suburban churches from 
the BBA and perimeter associations. 
God provided the opportunity for our 
churches to be more engaged with the 
city by participating in the Franklin 
Graham Metro-Maryland Festival that 
took place at Camden Yards in July 2006.

First Person: Urban ministry in 
Baltimore becomes major focus

continued on page six
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Charlie Hall shares his ‘Passion’ 

for Jesus through music
It isn’t his 
intensely 
blue eyes, 
stylish bald 
head or his 
characteristic 
long, brown 

goatee that sets him apart. What 
stands out is his unapologetic 
raw passion for Jesus as he 
leads worship for thousands of 
college students at annual Passion 
conferences. Page 4

An EMBRACE 

Baltimore “look 

ahead” and more
A Cooperative Effort: 
Associations, state 

conventions and national agencies 
partner with local churches to 
Embrace Baltimore with the love of 
Christ Page 5

International Missions Board 

focuses on West Africa
Some 287 million 
people call West 
Africa’s 22 countries 
home. The region 
is one of the most 
ethnically diverse 
and impoverished in 
the world. Diseases, 

especially malaria and AIDS, are 
rampant. Political strife and ethnic 
violence are commonplace. And 
one-fifth of West Africa’s people 
groups have never heard Jesus’ 
name. Page 6-7

On the Web...
•  Embrace the Call: the 2006 

 BCM/D Annual Meeting

•  Track info and registration forms 

available for YPAC 2007

•  All About Kids Productions 2007 

camp dates announced

•  “No Parking: The 2007 Student 

Evangelism Conference
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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md.—According to 
the Red Cross disasters are defined 
as, “…exceptional events that sud-
denly kill or injure large numbers of 
people.” The number of those excep-
tional events has been 
growing at an alarming 
rate. According to data 
from the International 
Disaster Database, 
Brussels, Belgium, over 
42 million people have 
died in a combination 
of hydrometerological, 
geological and biologi-
cal disasters during the 
time period from 1992 
to 2005 – almost twice 
the population of Cali-
fornia. Those numbers 
represent souls that 
unexpectedly, and some immediately, 
entered heaven or were cast into the 
pit of hell.

Christians have an opportunity 
to use opportunities during a disas-

ter to reach others for Christ. Ellen 
Udovich, BCM/D missionary for 
lay mobilization, said it’s a matter 
of mindset for both churches and 
individuals. By being as prepared as 
possible ahead of time, there is more 
of an opportunity to minister when 
the need arises.

“Hurricane Katrina helped 
open eyes a little bit,” Udovich said. 
After trying to get on their own feet, 
churches began ministering through-
out the communities asking people 

what their needs were and trying 
to provide. Again and again church 
leaders echoed the sentiment that the 
disaster helped them to begin doing 
what the church was supposed to be 
doing all along.  

As churches are newly evaluating 
disaster preparedness plans, they’re 

beginning to incorpo-
rate the ministry aspect 
as well. 

Udovich said BCM/
D stands behind church-
es ready to help. When 
she calls churches in 
disaster areas she asks, 
how is the church? How 
can we help you min-
ister to people in your 
community? That’s a 
new concept and a new 
opportunity for many 
churches, Udovich said. 

Preparing for a 
disaster in the church offers opportu-
nity to also prepare for the ministry 
around it. 

Disaster preparedness provides 
opportunities for ministry

continued on page six
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It seems that ev-
ery year for the 
past nine or ten, 

I have gotten to the 
point in the Balti-
more Orioles’ base-
ball season where I 
begin to hear (and 
say) “wait ‘till next 
year!” Having to 
wait again until next 
spring is very frus-
trating and always 
leaves me wishing 

that there must be a better way to put a 
winning team on the field.

I was reminded by a fellow Bap-
tist state paper editor recently that 
this is the time of year that churches 
finalize their budgets. This is an 
important time in the lives of your 
ministerial staff members and their 
families. Being a preacher’s kid my-
self, and having also been on church 
staffs for more than three decades, 
I am very sensitive to how a church 
affirms its pastor and staff as servant 
leaders worthy of their hire. 

If you want to see what a particu-
lar local church body values, look at 
their budget. It’s there that a church 
puts financial resources directly to its 
commitments to evangelism, or mis-
sions or community service. Of course 
all of these are important. 

However, one of the easiest 
budget lines to keep the same in an 
environment of ever increasing de-
mand for more ministry resources is 
staff salaries and benefits. Fixed costs 
like utilities and the maintenance 
of church properties are but a few 
areas that always seem to get funded 
regardless of how much they go up.

I want to challenge our churches 
to not send the message “wait until 
next year” to your pastor, ministerial 
staff and support staff. Let me share 
some ideas on how to show your staff 
that you really care.

(1) First, the obvious is to be 
generous in your salary increases. I 
would encourage you to think outside 
just the “cost of living” box. Ministers 
are not the only ones who face ever-
increasing costs across the board. 

My dad, Marvin Simpson, a retired 
pastor, used to call it “hamburger 
money.” His point was that all the 
increases in retirement and insurance 
benefits are great, but most ministers 
and their families could use any extra 
discretionary money they can get. 
Layfolks, I know that you would most 
certainly agree.

 (2) Don’t forget to help (or 
continue to help) your pastor and 
staff make adequate preparation for 
retirement. Every year GuideStone 
Financial Resources of the Southern 
Baptist Convention highlights far too 
many devastating stories of impov-
erished pastors and families who en-
tered their retirement severely under 
funded. Churches bear responsibility 
in this arena.

 (3) Review, update and protect 
your staff and their families with 
appropriate levels of insurance 
coverage including medical, life and 
disability.

 (4) Don’t call reimbursement for 
legitimate expenses “income.” Fully 
reimburse all ministry expenses. 

Don’t force your ministers to fund 
church-related expenses out of their 
own pocket.

 (5) Be sure you have a commit-
tee or group in place for not only 
reviewing and making recommenda-
tions regarding staff salary adjust-
ments and benefits, but make sure 
they are charged with advocating for 
these things on behalf of the staff. 
Speaking from personal experience, 
it is very hard to be the minister or 
family member of a minister who 
has to be the only one who brings up 
the issue of compensation or benefits 
especially on the floor of a church 
business meeting. Churches can do 
better.

And don’t forget to be creative in 
showing appreciation to your pas-
tor and staff all year long. It’s always 
appropriate to surprise them and 
tell them that they are appreciated 
and loved. As my editor friend said, 
“Cheap is not a word synonymous 
with good stewardship!”

On this topic, let’s not say the 
words, “wait until next year!”

At the time 
of writing, 
my friends 

who are Redskins 
fans are crying. 
My Ravens friends 
are pretty happy. 
I’m not sure if the 
Ravens are happier 
about their 4-1 start 
or the poor start for 
the Steelers. Ravens 
fans only hope it 

will last. They have not forgotten last 
year. The Eagles fans are flying high, 
too. (Pardon the pun!) 

By the time you read this, I hope 
things have brightened for all of our 
local fans. Maybe by Annual Meet-

ing time, all of our teams will have 
worked out the bugs and arrived at a 
winning strategy.

Speaking of strategy . . . what we 
are doing as believers doesn’t seem to 
be working that well. When one looks 
at the big picture, our disciple-making 
statistics are, at best, mediocre. We are 
not keeping up with the population 
growth in our region. We have a long 
way to go to become champions for 
our Lord, let alone salt and light.

Maybe it is indeed a strategy 
issue. Perhaps we need to reexam-
ine the playbook. For example, Rev. 
12:11 reveals the winning strategy of 
those who had successfully negoti-
ated spiritual warfare. Simply stated, 
“They conquered him by the blood 

of the Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony, for they did not love their 
lives in the face of death.”

It would behoove all of us to 
remember that we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood. We really are 
engaged in spiritual warfare. Spiritual 
warfare requires a specific strategy. 
Our power is in the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. “Jesus paid it all. All to him I 
owe.” The “blood of Christ” trumps 
the power of Satan every time! 

We need to give more time and 
energy to telling the story and walk-
ing the walk. It is not by coincidence 
that the word of their testimony is 
linked to their willingness to put it all 
(including their lives) on the line for 
Jesus. People will listen and respond 

to those whose lives consistently rein-
force their message.

I have often heard coaches after a 
loss say things like, “The other team 
dictated the flow of the game.” “We 
quickly were made to abandon our 
game plan.” “We did not play to our 
strength.” Is that what is happening 
to us?

I don’t like to lose, especially after 
we have already been declared the 
winner! Why should we forfeit what 
is ours? Let’s get back to working and 
serving like winners – engaging the 
real enemy with the blood of Christ; 
testifying to the power of Jesus to 
change lives; and reinforcing our tes-
timony with a willingness to live for 
him no matter the cost.

I am sitting here 
today reflect-
ing upon how 

quickly the past 
two years have 
flown by. It seems 
like only yesterday 
that I found myself 
in deep prayer over 
the decision to al-
low my name to be 
placed in nomina-
tion as president of 
the Baptist Conven-
tion of Maryland/

Delaware. Today I am thankful that 
God allowed me to say “yes.”

Over these past twenty-four 
months, I have truly seen Maryland 
and Delaware Baptists in a whole 
new light. I have met many of our 
Lord’s finest servants. I have been 
encouraged by your commitment to 
go well beyond what we expected 
of you in order to achieve Kingdom 
purposes. 

I have been privileged to preach 
in some of your pulpits, and discov-
ered that there are many BCM/D 

churches that are alive and well. 
I have had the opportunity to sit 
in meetings with both pastors and 
laymen, as they have poured their 
hearts out to God for His guidance. 

I have sat in General Mission 
Board assemblies, watched how 
godly men and women have dis-
cussed difficult kingdom issues, and 
watched God unite us around com-
mon purposes. 

I have met privately and coop-
eratively with our BCM/D staff and 
discovered that they truly are out-
standing men and women who serve 
because they love Jesus. I have been 
blessed to get in on the ground floor 
of what should become a mighty 
movement of God as we “Embrace 
Baltimore.” I have watched with 
amazement how God has used our 
state executive to influence us and 
the North American Mission Board 
to grant us the opportunity to be a 
“Strategic Focus City.” 

I have observed real life “grace 
under fire” as we have continued 
to pile item after item upon Carol 
Moore’s desk, and somehow she 

gets it done. (I know she hates for 
me to single her out, but it is my last 
article!) There are countless other 
experiences that have been a bless-
ing since serving as your president. 
I could not ever list them all. Truly 
though, I have been a blessed man.

As I get ready to hand off the 
baton to another leader, let me leave 
you with one last thought. Many 
years ago, I learned as a young pas-
tor that you will rarely get everyone 
to truly agree on everything. Not 
everyone likes blue carpet or the 
new outreach ministry or that new 
style of worship. However, I have 
discovered if we can agree on the 
foundations of our faith, we can work 
together. There are thousands of 
issues that can divide and hinder us 
from achieving God’s purposes. Let’s 
not focus on them. Instead, let’s focus 
on the foundations of our faith, and 
cooperatively try to impact our world 
for Jesus Christ.

You are a great people, MD/DE 
Baptists. Thanks for allowing me the 
privilege to be your president and a 
fellow soldier of God’s Kingdom.
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Arundel Association

Emmanuel Church, Gambrills, 
had an apple festival with fun and 
games and foods made with apples. 

Youth from First Church, Crofton, 
enjoyed a camping and white water 
rafting trip. 

Nov. 12 was Burnis and Clotene 
Barrett day at First Church, Crofton. 
It marked the 40th anniversary of the 
couple to establish the Crofton church. 
The church invited special speakers for 
the event and had a fellowship dinner 
after the service. 

Colleen Evans will be in concert at 
New Beginnings Church, Pasadena, 
on Nov. 5. 

Church members are helping 
with Inner Harbor Ministries’ feed-
ing program in Curtis Bay, preparing 
and serving food at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church on Pennington Avenue. 

New Hope Community Church, 
Pasadena, is meeting on Saturday 
nights at Grace Church of Sunset 
Beach’s building until NHCC’s new 
site on Energy Parkway is ready. 

A mission team from Lake Arling-
ton Church, Texas, came to help New 
Hope Church members with their an-
nual fall festival.

The new Hispanic ministry, 
“Nueva Esperanza” (New Hope), 
that meets at North Arundel Church, 
Glen Burnie, has three small groups 
meeting in homes and four people in 
intensive discipleship classes. Eleven 
have been saved so far.  

North Arundel Church will fea-
ture the “Full Gospel Boogie Band” at 
its monthly coffee house on Nov. 18. 
“Holy Smoke” will play on Dec. 16. 
Doors open at 7 p.m.

Baltimore Association

Middle River Church, Baltimore, 
hosted Rick Stanley as guest revivalist 
for an October weekend revival. Stan-
ley is Elvis Presley’s step brother. 

Peninsula Church, Baltimore, 
uses a year-round VBS format on 
Wednesday nights for the children 
with Bible study, crafts and snacks. 

The church is gearing up for the 
holidays with Thanksgiving and 
Christmas dinners. Members assemble 
25 baskets for needy families for each 
holiday. Local merchants help and the 
Baltimore Gas and Electric Company 
nearby contributes toys for the baskets. 

Blue Ridge Association

Covenant Church, Shepherd-
town, W.V., celebrated their 20th 
anniversary on Aug. 27 and on Oct. 1, 
they called Terry Crawford to serve as 
pastor. 

The ladies of Covenant had a 
“Jesus Pajama Party.” Women enjoyed 
the night with music, fellowship, food 
and fun. 

Men, ages 16 and older, meet on 
Saturdays for “Iron on Iron,” a time for 
breakfast, fellowship and a devotional. 

The youth ministry from Faith 
Church, Knoxville, will have a float 
in Brunswick’s annual Veterans Day 
parade.  

Later this month the youth will 
host a free Thanksgiving dinner for 
people who will be alone and/or are 
away from family for the holiday. 

First, Frederick, broke ground for 
their new facility on Aug. 27.

Real Life Community Church, 
Hagerstown, is now meeting at North-
ern Middle School in Hagerstown. 
Jim Chevalier, pastor of Real Life, said 
the church was renting a 100-year-old 
church in town and offering benevo-
lence ministries such as feeding the 
homeless and needy and giving away 
clothing. The church was sold and Real 

Life was given just 90 days to find new 
office and worship space. 

“We had no idea this was coming, 
but God’s been good,” Chevalier said. 
The church found office space and a 
meeting spot quickly. They did, how-
ever, have to revert to being portable 
again. The change is forcing the church 
to go back to its roots. 

“We’re going back to a pure evan-
gelism reaching the unchurched mode 
again – and it’s a neat change,” Cheva-
lier said.

Members have been busy canvass-
ing the community, putting door hang-
ers on doors and advertising on local 
cable stations. 

Chevalier said people are getting 
saved weekly since the move. Twenty 
people have come to know Christ since 
January.  

To make sure folks are able to get 
to the new location, the church has an 
“adopt a member” program. Members 
“adopt” someone else in the church, 
making sure that person is able to get 
to worship each week. 

Delaware Association

Drew Landry resigned as pastor of 
Ogletown Church, Newark. Landry 
accepted a call to Spotswood Church 
in Fredericksburg, Va.

Eastern Association

Berlin First Church will have its 
annual community Thanksgiving din-
ner. Each year about 40 church mem-
bers bring food, cook, set-up, serve, 
deliver and clean up about 300 meals. 

Many are delivered to the elderly 
and to those who aren’t able to prepare 
the meal. Some come and eat at the 
church to enjoy a meal with others. 

Immanuel Church, Salisbury, 
hosted the Eastern Association’s 
annual meeting. Kate Collins, a new 
recording artist, and daughter of Troy 
and Lisa Glessner of First Church, 
Hurlock, was the guest musician. Di-
rector of missions, Bruce Revel, shared 
his vision for the future for EBA. 

First Church, Easton, ministered 
to children and their families at the At-
lantic Small Craft festival on Oct. 6-8. 
Church members had games and crafts 
for children at the festival.  

Lynnhaven Church, Pocomoke 
City, had a fall festival/pig roast last 
month. The event featured an antique 
and hot rod car show, x-treme events, 
rides and games, hay rides, face paint-
ing, music, food and a petting zoo. 

Mid-Maryland Association

Claud Asbury, a retired pastor, 
and member of Bethany Lane Church, 
Ellicott City, was recognized for 
his efforts to return prayer to public 
schools with the presentation of “The 
Congressional Order of Merit” from 
the National Republican Congressional 
Committee. Asbury has written letters 
to local newspapers, brought forth a 
resolution that passed at the North 
Carolina State Baptist Convention and 
he went to Washington to help with 
the efforts for the adoption of a prayer 
amendment to the constitution. His ef-
forts were noticed by congressmen and 
by other newspapers.  

Bethany Lane Church is in the 
midst of doing the Masterlife disciple-
ship study. In fact, Avery Willis, author 
of the Masterlife course, will speak at 
Bethany Lane on Dec. 10 at the 10:30 
service. 

Church Members are busy prepar-
ing for the annual Christmas program, 
“The Mystery of Christmas.” The play 
was written by the church’s minister of 
worship, Sherri McKay. The show com-
bines drama, comedy and music and 

features a full orchestra and choir. 
“The Mystery of Christmas” will 

be presented on Dec. 9 and 10. Tickets 
are free, but space is limited. For more 
information, see the church’s web-
site, http://www.bethanylanebaptist.
org/index.htm or call the church office, 
(410) 465-0150.

Forest Christian Fellowship, Up-
perco, had a free flea market. Members 
and friends donated items. Flea market 
shoppers got to take home what they 
liked – for free! The event was an 
opportunity for the church to meet 
neighbors and share about the church. 
Members gave out free 9-volt batteries 
throughout the community on Oct. 29 
– the day we turned clocks back and 
the day designated to change smoke 
detector batteries. Next month mem-
bers will be out at local stores provid-
ing free gift-wrapping for Christmas 
as an act of kindness and of sharing 
God’s love. 

South Columbia Church had a 
banquet for leaders as a way of say-
ing thank you. The special guest was 
Christian comedian Charles Marshall. 

The women’s ministry of Friend-
ship Church, Sykesville, will have a 
“sweet time of fellowship.” The ladies 
will learn preparation tips, demonstra-
tion techniques and they’ll participate 
in sampling holiday appetizers, soups 
and salads, entrees and desserts. 

Montgomery Association

Georgia Avenue Church, Whea-
ton, collected clothing to help the 
needy through the Central Union Mis-
sion and the Gospel Rescue Mission. 

Recently the church had its annual 
chili supper/kick off for fall. As mem-
bers and friends enjoyed their chili 
dinners, representatives from different 
church ministries shared their visions 
for the New Year. 

The Montgomery Association had 
its annual meeting at First Church, 
Damascus, on Oct. 14. Allen Stephens, 
director of missions, Rankin Associa-
tion, Miss., was the guest speaker. The 
First Damascus Korean Praise Team 
provided the special music.  

Olney Church celebrated its 29th 
anniversary with a potluck dinner fol-
lowed by special music and interpre-
tive dance. 

Redland Church, Rockville, had 
its 40th anniversary celebration on Oct. 
14 and 15. Special events included a 
sub sandwich supper, coffee and donut 
fellowship, a catered dinner and a 
concert by local singing group, “Call-
ing Levi.”

Seven Locks Church, Potomac, 
has started an English as a Second Lan-
guage class. The church hosted them 
several years ago and had 50 students 
attending regularly. 

Viers Mill Church, Silver Spring, 
has 150 students registered for English 
as a Second Language classes. 

Potomac Association

The women of Bayside Church, 
Chesapeake Beach, had a lock-in 
fellowship pizza party. The women 
enjoyed their pizzas while watching 
the movie “13 Going on 30,” followed 
by a Bible study/devotion related to the 
movie. 

Afterwards, they worked on crafts 
to be donated to the local nursing 
home and senior center. 

First Church, LaPlata, had double 
feature movie night featuring the mov-
ies “The Cross and the Towers” and 
“The Heroes of Flight 93.”

Grace Church, Bryans Road, cel-
ebrated its 48th anniversary in Septem-
ber with a potluck supper.

Members of First Church of St. 
Charles, Waldorf, are rejoicing over 

eight baptisms and twelve new mem-
bers in September. In addition, there 
are 100 members enrolled in Wednes-
day night discipleship classes. 

Other recent events include the 
children’s musical “Race to Win” and 
the annual Oktoberfest with trunk 
and treat. Members will present 
their third annual dinner theater in 
December. 

Youth from White Plains 
Church, Pomfret, will attend Win-
terfest at Liberty University Dec. 30 
to Jan. 1 to hear the bands “Cast-
ing Crowns,” “Kutless,” “David 
Crowder” and others. 

Prince George’s Association

Cresthill Church, Bowie, 
celebrated its 40th anniversary on 
September 19. The church began as a 
mission church of Hillcrest Heights 
Church, Washington, D.C. It’s grown 
from meeting in a house on Mill-
stream Drive to now meeting on 
property that spans seven acres at 
6510 Laurel-Bowie Road. 

Cresthill has had five pastors 
over its history: Charles Sharpe, 
James Duncan, William Ellis, Wil-
liam Bond and, current pastor, James 
Painter. On Sunday morning, Sept. 
24, Cresthill members recognized 
some of the church’s milestones 
through the years and the church’s 
ministry locally and throughout the 
world. 

Galilee Church, Suitland, has 
an active fine arts ministry, featuring 
music, theater and dance. Over 100 
members participated in a produc-
tion of “Immanuel” at Suitland High 
School in October. Pernell Spence is 
the director. 

Susquehanna Association

Women from Calvary Church, 
Bel Air, had a “Sundaes of Tuesday.” 
They gathered for ice cream sundaes 
and worked together to make Christ-
mas centerpieces. 

The W.M.U. (W.O.M) at Carsins 
Run Church, Aberdeen, is having 
a baby shower for Alpha’s Glory in 
Aberdeen. Alpha’s Glory is a min-
istry that discourages the expectant 
mother from having an abortion. In 
addition, the Gospel is presented to 
the mother-to-be, as well as other 
counseling.   

First Church, North East, will 
celebrate its 50th anniversary this 
month. They’re planning a special 
banquet for the event. 

Last month, the church had its 
fourth annual harvest time car show 
and fall festival with lots of food, 
music, games, and of course, cars. In 
conjunction with the upcoming an-
niversary, they had a special jubilee 
trophy given for one 50-year-old car.  

Oak Grove Church, Bel Air, had 
a special service to recognize couples 
celebrating 50 or more years of mar-
riage. Afterwards, members served a 
special dinner. 

The church’s parish nursing 
program sponsors a bariatric surgery 
support group on the second and 
fourth Sundays of each month. 

Oak Grove started homeschool-
ing co-op classes including gym, art, 
music and Spanish. 

Western Association

Church members from Welsh 
Memorial Church, Frostburg, served 
hamburgers and hot dogs to Frost-
burg State University students during 
a church sponsored block party. 
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We are in 
the midst 
of a great, 

God-directed move-
ment within our 
multi-state conven-
tion: the birth of 
new churches at a 
rate never-before 
experienced. About 
every two weeks, 
the Baptist Conven-
tion of Maryland/
Delaware adds a 

new congregation to its family, one 
that is committed to reach the Mary-
land and Delaware population with 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ in order to 
extend the Kingdom of Heaven.

This is a task of multiple faces…
and languages. Our region, like the 
rest of the country, is filled with enor-
mous variety. The opportunities for 
BCM/D are like a good buffet dinner 
with many different dishes served on 
the same table. We want to experience 
them all.

As a result of our partnership in 
Great Commission ministry, the con-

vention is deeply involved in planting 
churches among the language groups 
here in our region. Baltimore is a 
prime example of that commitment.

Since May 2006, four new Hispan-
ic congregations have been born in the 
Baltimore area where there were none 
before. They have become lighthouses 
for a rapidly increasing and spiritually 
needy population.

Teofilo Guillermo Escobar, his 
wife Maura and his newborn son, 
Samuel, are planting “Primera Iglesia 
Bautista de Reisterstown” (First Baptist 
Church of Reisterstown); Isaac Monca-
da, his wife Ana and their daughter 
Tatiana, have started “Iglesia Cristiana 
de Armistead Gardens” (Armistead 
Gardens Christian Church); Enrique 
Pazmino, his wife Elizabeth and their 
children Joel and Eunice, are the plant-
ers for “Iglesia Hispana Nueva Espe-
ranza” (New Hope Hispanic Church) 
in Glen Burnie, and finally Roberto 
Carmona has started planting “Iglesia 
Bautista Patterson Park” (Patterson 
Park Baptist Church).

These servants of God have all left 
their own countries – Peru, Ecuador 

and Nicaragua – to respond to God’s 
call to reach the Hispanic population 
in a strange new environment “from 
scratch.” Such a pioneering spirit is 
absolutely essential to the Kingdom-
impact needed to enable the Embrace 
Baltimore effort to reach into the His-
panic community.

All of this is possible because 
of the support of Kingdom-minded 
churches who have served as spon-
sors for these new works: Northwest 
Church (the Escobars), Northeast 
Church and Middle River Church (the 
Moncadas), North Arundel Church 
(the Pazminos) and Patterson Park 
Church (Carmona) along with their 
respective associations.  These entities 
have shown vision and partnership 
beyond the norm to open new doors of 
ministry to the metropolitan Baltimore 
area.

These four new churches are 
definitely making a difference in 
Baltimore for Jesus. Nineteen people 
have accepted Jesus in the first four 
months through these new churches! 
In addition, there is a new “Hispanic 
community center,” for ministry in 

Glen Burnie and “English as a Second 
Language” and “Spanish for Ameri-
cans” classes in several locations, all as 
a part of the churches’ ministries.

The rest of us can be a part of 
these efforts and become “God’s fellow 
workers” (1 Cor. 3:9), by supporting 
these new churches in many ways 
including prayer, human and financial 
resources. Please contact our new His-
panic church planters in the Baltimore 
area by email if you are led by God to 
help them in the work they are doing: 
Teofilo Guillermo Escobar: guili-
mauri@hotmail.com; Isaac Moncada: 
imoncadarengifo@hotmail.com; En-
rique Pazmino: enpaz23@hotmail.com 
and Roberto Carmona: rccarmona@
juno.com. Together we can embrace all 
of Baltimore, including those who do 
not speak English, with the Gospel of 
our Lord.

Rolando Castro is a missionary for the 
Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delware, 

serving in the area of church planting 
and language churches. He can be 

reached at (800) 290-5290, ext. 221 
or at rcastro@bcmd.org.

There’s enormous variety in MD/DE churches
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OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla.—It 
isn’t his intensely blue eyes, stylish 
bald head or his characteristic long, 
brown goatee that sets him apart. 

What stands out is his unapolo-
getic raw passion for Jesus as he leads 
worship for thousands of college stu-
dents at annual Passion conferences. 
His songs are genuine reflections of 
his life with God; his lyrics are ac-
centuated by the way he poignantly 
beats his cupped fist over his heart as 
he sings.

“If singing with your heart 
means singing with your desire, sin, 
intention, plans, motivations, devo-
tion, passion, integrity, sorrow, ach-
ing, truth, songs, yearning, dreams, 
secrets, joy, strength and trust, then 
we must keep seeking that depth,” 
Hall once wrote. “Our worship is 
lived with our lives and hearts and 
then exclaimed with a song.”

Hall is one of the visionary lead-
ers of Passion, an internationally 
recognized worship movement that 
has sought to help college students 
develop a passionate pursuit for God. 

Started in 1997 by Louie Giglio, 
the stadium-sized worship and 
teaching events were birthed out of 
its organizers’ huge question: “Can 
the spiritual climate of the American 
campus change…much less the cam-
puses of the world?”

Passion reports that according 
to 2003 U.S. Census records, nearly 
17 million students populate U.S. 
colleges and universities. Yet, a 2004 
survey at 440 of these schools indi-
cated that 76 percent of the students 
did not consider themselves a born-
again Christian. 

The challenge is great. Nonethe-
less, “we are compelled by a pas-
sion to see God get the glory that is 
rightfully His,” explained Hall in an 
interview with BaptistLIFE.

“At this stage, Passion is at an 
all time steam level where people 
have caught the vision in their guts,” 
shared Hall, who also serves as a 
worship leader at Bridgeway Church 
in Oklahoma City, Okla.

“The beauty of Passion is that it 
feels huge. In an instant, we could 
do something twice as big, or we can 
just as easily dissolve into nothing,” 
he reflected, noting that the Passion 
organizers intentionally do not build 
expectations up to increasingly larger 
events.

“Our desire is for God’s name 
to get bigger, as Passion’s name gets 
smaller.” 

Hall, who was recently nomi-
nated for Best Worship Artist of 2006 
in the Contemporary Christian Music 
(CCM) Readers’ Choice Awards, is 
now in his fifteenth year of music.

He was recording with Nathan 
Nockels (of Watermark) when he met 
Giglio and became a part of the Pas-
sion endeavor. He has performed on 
all eight Passion albums, which have 
sold well over one million units.

Hall’s latest collection of songs is 
called Flying Into Daybreak, and it 
captures many personal and commu-
nal themes that he and fellow band 
members, Quint Anderson, Dustin 
Ragland, Brian Bergman, and Kend-
all Combes, try to espouse and live 
out among their local communities, 
the Church, and with one another.

Hall grew up going to church, 
until the eighth or ninth grade when 
he felt the pull to go his own way. “At 
that point, I wrecked my life quite a 
bit,” he now confesses. “Yet, I got to 
the end of myself and asked God to 
help me, and He did.”

In 1991, at the age of 17, Hall gave 
his life to the Lord. Now 33, he has 
experienced unspeakable ups and 
downs in the last decade. 

“The hard times have been fire 
that has burned all the [unnecessary] 
stuff in my life,” Hall admitted. “Pain 
and tragedy bring about a death in 
one’s life. The fluff of Christianity 
fades away.”

He acknowledged, “My desire to 
please people has left because of the 
pain. Yet in the middle of pain and 
confusion, there’s still joy that pops 
out. Even if it is not felt, it’s still there 
in the gut.” 

Hall remembers the early Pas-
sion performances when he would 
look for external signs in the crowds 

to gauge his success. 
Now after his own 
brokenness, he looks 
at people and sees that 
“they are in a million 
different places.

“They have their 
hands up because they 
are falling apart,” he 
noticed. “Or they don’t 
have their hands up 
because they are fall-
ing apart.”

He recognizes his 
role has changed over 
the years. “It’s really 
a relief to know that I 
don’t lead what is hap-
pening. God is the One 
working. I just set the 
table…whether they 
come to eat or to just 
look at the food.”

Hall admits he 
finds that being a 
questioner and a fel-
low struggler inspires 
his music. 

“I enjoy the 
freedom to explore 
things that it seems a 
lot of Christians are 
afraid to ask. Bumping 
against these things 
has helped fuel my songs. It helps me 
to live big.”

At the same time, he has learned 
that “the struggle to be perfect is a 
waste of time, but the laying down 
and realizing that He is in us – that’s 
the secret.”

As he breathes prayers of bless-
ings over the crowds as he sings, 
he defines his ministry as helping 
people move through this season of 
their lives.

“Sometimes the way we [Chris-
tians] see ourselves as so spiritual 
that we let ourselves down… we have 
to understand our ‘ordinary-ness’,” 
he advised.

“People are afraid that once 
they’re not extraordinary, they won’t 
be needed. What a tragedy to forget 
that all of us are created in God’s 
image, and our value is based on that 
and nothing else,” Hall shared.

“We need to cling to the real 
life of Christ. That’s where real life 
shines… through the cracked pots.” 
He pauses. “That’s what makes us so 
extraordinary.”

Now focusing on being a full-
time dad to his two children, Hall 
travels only seven or eight days a 
month leading worship at concerts 
and conferences. His wife, Kimber, as 
part of her ordinary-ness, works as a 
floral designer.

Hall doesn’t see his passion dy-
ing away. 

“I hope that when I am 50 years 
old, I am still playing rock music and 
giving college students things to say 
about God,” he says.

Passion ‘07 is scheduled for Janu-
ary 1-4, 2007 in Atlanta, Ga., at the 
Georgia World Congress Center and 
Philips Arena. To learn more, visit 
online at www.268generation.com or 
at www.charliehall.com.

Charlie Hall shares his ‘Passion’ for Jesus through music
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In May 2006, our interim director 
of missions, Jerry Wade, presented 
our readiness report to Ritche Car-
ney, NAMB’s strategic cities coordi-
nator, who presented it to NAMB. In 
August 2006, the BCM/D and BBA 
officially signed the covenant, and 
we became a Strategic Focus City. The 
recent signing took place at the 2006 
BBA annual meeting. The first year 
(2007), will be our strategy year. Years 
2008 and 2009 will be implementation 
years, and year 2010 will be the SFC 
follow-up year.

There is still much work to be 
done and we are excited about what 
God is going to do in Baltimore. 
Things are going to begin to move a 
little faster. Soon a permanent city 
coordinator will be hired by NAMB. 
For now, Mitch Dowell, BCM/D mis-
sionary for urban strategies, will be 
serving as the interim city coordina-
tor alongside the BBA interim direc-
tor of missions, Jerry Wade. Please 
pray that God will send the right men 
to serve in these positions.

This report would not be com-
plete without  mentioning the follow-
ing:

David Lee, BCM/D executive 
director, whose vision began the Bal-
timore SFC process, committed three 
BCM/D staff for the duration of the 
SFC—Mitch Dowell, urban strategy; 
Alanna Davis, community/media 
relations and church planting; and 
Theresa Sassard, administrative sup-
port and office management.

Also serving Embrace Baltimore 
is the BBA staff—Jerry Wade, interim 
director of missions; Brenda Gunter, 
BBA office manager; and David Spur-
rier, communications specialist.

Partnering with Embrace Balti-
more is Open Door Community De-
velopment Corporation, Bill Simpson, 
CEO. Bill has used his influence 
through this faith-based organization 
to do trail-blazing for neighborhood 
impact projects and church planting 
initiatives. We look forward to his 
continued partnership with Embrace.

Also partnering with Embrace 
Baltimore is LifeWay Christian Re-
sources, Sharon Smith, consultant. 
Smith has organized partnerships 
between churches and education/out-
reach specialists throughout the U.S. 
to help develop strategic plans for 
church growth.

God has blessed us with a won-
derful group of local pastors and con-
gregations who love their city. If any-
thing is to happen, it will be by the 
power of the Holy Spirit working in 
and through each of us. Please know 
that we, your associational leadership 
and Embrace Baltimore Team, stand 
ready to assist you, the local church, 
in this mission of reaching Baltimore 
for Jesus Christ.

For more information, contact Mitch 
Dowell at mdowell@bcmd.org.

Urban ministry 

becomes major 

focus in Baltimore

continued from page 1

1  Prayer...that permeates
“Ask and it will be given to you; seek 

and you will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you” (Matthew 7:7).

“But seek first His kingdom and His 
righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well” (Matthew 6:33).

“Do not be anxious about anything, but 
in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God” 
(Philippians 4:6).

2  Holiness...Spirit before skill
“Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can 

do nothing of Himself, unless it is something 
He sees the Father doing; for whatever the 
Father does, these things the Son also does 
in like manner. For the Father loves the Son, 
and shows Him all things that He Himself is 
doing; and the Father will show Him greater 
works than these, so that you will marvel” 
(John 5:19-20).

3  Holistic Approach
“Does the farmer plow continually to 

plant seed? Does he continually turn and 
harrow the ground? Does he not level its 
surface and sow dill and scatter cumin and 
plant wheat in rows, barley in its place and 
rye within its area? For his God instructs 
and teaches him properly” (Isaiah 28:24-26).

4  Effectiveness...quality then   
    quantity

“To one he gave five talents, to another, 
two, and to another, one, each according to 
his own ability... ‘Master, you entrusted five 
talents to me’...‘Well done, good and faithful 
slave. You were faithful with a few things, I 
will put you in charge of many things; enter 
into the joy of your master’” (Matthew 
25:15, 20-21).

5  Self-containment/Local 
    Church

“For which one of you, when he wants 
to build a tower, does not first sit down and 
calculate the cost to see if he has enough to 
complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid 
a foundation and is not able to finish, all 
who observe it begin to ridicule him, saying, 
‘This man began to build and was not able to 
finish’” (Luke 14:28-30).

“And He gave some as apostles, and 
some as prophets, and some as evangelists, 
and some as pastors and teachers, for the 
equipping of the saints for the work of 
service, to the building up of the body of 
Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-12).

6  Kingdom Focus
“The glory which You have given Me 

I have given to them, that they may be one, 
just as We are one; I in them and You in Me, 
that they may be perfected in unity, so that 
the world may know that You sent Me, and 
loved them, even as You have loved Me” 
(John 17:22-23).

7  Grassroots Ownership
“For just as we have many members in 

one body and all the members do not have 
the same function, so we, who are many, 
are one body in Christ, and individually 
members one of another. Since we have gifts 
that differ according to the grace given to us, 
each of us is to exercise them accordingly: 
if prophecy, according to the proportion of 
his faith; if service, in his serving; or he who 
teaches, in his teaching; or he who exhorts, 
in his exhortation; he who gives, with liber-
ality; he who leads, with diligence; he who 
shows mercy, with cheerfulness” (Romans 
12:4-8). 

8  Intentionality
“Not that I have already obtained it or 

have already become perfect, but I press on 
so that I may lay hold of that for which also 
I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. Brethren, 
I do not regard myself as having laid hold 
of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what 
lies behind and reaching forward to what 
lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the 
prize of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus” (Philippians 3:12-14). 

9  Partnerships
“A cord of three strands is not quickly 

torn apart” (Ecclesiastes 4:12).

Scripture taken from the NEW AMERI-
CAN STANDARD BIBLE®, Copyright © 
1960,1962,1963,1968,1971,1972,1973,197
5,1977,1995 by The Lockman Foundation. 

Used by permission.

Core values for a city-

reaching movement

Bob Lilly, pastor of Catonsville Church and this year’s moderator of the Balti-

more Baptist Association, prays after an Oct. 1 celebratory signing of a partner-

ship covenant that signifies the official beginning of Baltimore’s Strategic Focus 

City effort. Joining Lilly in signing the document was Darnell Ranson, pastor of 

Bethlehem Church and vice moderator of the BBA; Ritche Carney of the North 

American Mission Board; David Lee of the Baptist Convention of Maryland/Dela-

ware; and members of the surrounding Baptist Associations: John Brittain of 

Arundel Association, Joel Rainey of Mid-Maryland Association, and Dan Shef-

field of Susquehanna Association.

For an EMBRACE Baltimore look ahead as well 

as info on how you can partner with national and 

state agencies visit www.yourbcmd.org/EMBRACE



By Erich Bridges
International Mission Board

RICHMOND, Va.—Could West Af-
rica be won to Christ over a glass of sweet 
tea?

Maybe, if you drink it with the right 
people: village chiefs, religious leaders, 
heads of family clans, young trailblazers of 
the future.

That’s exactly what some Southern 
Baptist missionaries in West Africa are 
doing. Several people groups in the region 
savor an elaborate tea ceremony: The host 
brews and serves progressive rounds of 
strong, hot tea to guests. Each glass gets 
sweeter, symbolizing the growth of friend-
ship. Friendship opens ears – and hearts.

They yearn for Living Water
But the 287 million other people of 

West Africa thirst for something far sweet-
er than tea. They yearn for Living Water.

“God has created a people here who 
want to worship Him,” says Randy Arnett, 
IMB regional leader for West Africa. “They 
just don’t know it yet.”

Arnett and other IMB missionaries 
in West Africa intend to tell them. But 
they can’t do it without a major increase 
in participation by Southern Baptists. 
The IMB set aside all of 2006 to focus on 
reaching West Africa with the Gospel.

The challenge of West Africa
• 1,612 people groups spread across 

22 countries – nearly as large as the con-
tinental United States.

• More than 350 of those peoples 
have no access to the Gospel. Half of the 
region’s population is unreached (less 
than 2 percent evangelical). IMB work-
ers currently work among only 52 West 
African people groups. 

• Half of the region’s people are 
Muslim. About 40 percent of West Af-
ricans claim Christianity in some form. 
However, African traditional religions 
– animism, ancestor worship, fear of 
spirits, belief in charms and spells – per-
meate the area influencing both Muslims 
and Christians.

• Ethnic and social conflict, unstable 
governments and poverty haunt many 
parts of West Africa. Malaria, AIDS and 
other diseases are widespread. Life ex-
pectancy is under 50 years. Malnutrition 
is high; literacy is low. More than half of 
West Africans live on less than a dollar 
a day. 

• Then there’s the climate – hot 
and hotter. In some areas, high humid-
ity makes it hard to function. In others, 
drought parches the land. 

“It’s dry, dirty and hot,” Arnett 
freely admits of the region he loves. “It’s 
not a tourist destination. If you want 
five-star hotels, air conditioning and a 
McDonald’s on every corner, this isn’t the 

place for you. But we have God-called 
men and women who have said, ‘I will 
forsake the comforts and security of 
America, and I will come and live in this 
environment.’”

Reclaiming West Africa for Christ
Some say the unreached peoples of 

West Africa will never be reached. 
They’re wrong.
“They said Muslims would never 

listen,” reports a missionary prayer up-
date from Guinea-Bissau. “(But) Muslim 
villages are crying out for Jesus Christ. 
Village chiefs are requesting pastors, 
missionaries or laymen to come and 
teach them about Jesus. Muslims are 
taking the ‘JESUS’ film to their villages 
because there aren’t enough believers 
willing to go themselves.”

In Senegal, a missionary answered 
a knock at his gate and found a Muslim 
imam (worship leader) standing there. 

“I was told to come to you because 
of what I’ve been hearing (about Jesus) 
on the radio,” the imam said. “I’ve been 
listening for 10 years, and I believe Jesus 
is the Son of God. What am I supposed to 
do about it?”

Today he’s telling people the chrono-
logical Bible stories designed for Muslim 
listeners seeking truth.  

“We are going to reclaim West Africa 
for Jesus Christ,” says Randy Arnett, the 
International Mission Board’s regional 
leader. 

IMB missionaries in West Africa 
have three main strategies: 

1. Engaging – Contacting and begin-
ning work among unengaged peoples 
who have no access to the Gospel. South-
ern Baptist volunteers and churches will 

play an increasingly important role in 
this effort.

2. Advancing – Helping missionaries 
and local believers effectively evangelize 
and disciple engaged people groups, 
setting the stage for church-planting 
movements.

3. Co-partnering – Relating and 
cooperating strategically with national 
Baptist partners at every level.

Looking for thousands of volunteers
IMB missionaries are looking for 

more God-called men and women to 
join them in reaching the big, “pivotal” 
people groups of the region who can, in 
turn, reach others. They’re looking for 
thousands of Southern Baptist volun-
teers. And they’re looking for hundreds 
of churches willing to take on the 
strategic challenge of locating the many 
“micropeoples” – populations of 15,000 
or less – and sharing Jesus with them. 

The IMB’s missions team in West 
Africa needs you – your prayers, your 
commitment, your resources, your 
church – to help. 

Reaching West Africa with the 
Gospel is the focus of this year’s Week of 
Prayer for International Missions. 

“God wants to do something here 
that we’ve never, ever seen before: an 
awakening, a revival, a spiritual break-
through that will impact the world,” 
Arnett says. 

“He’s waiting on us.”

For resources and information on pray-
ing for the peoples of West Africa, serv-

ing there as a missionary or volunteer, or 
strategically involving your church, visit 

GoWestAfrica.org.

West Africa: Thirsty for God

ADVERTISEMENT

BaptistLIFE SPECIAL FEATURE:

International Missions Board focus on West Africa 

for Week of Prayer and Study for Missions

Some 287 million people call West Africa’s 22 countries home. The region is one of the 
most ethnically diverse and impoverished in the world. Diseases, especially malaria and 
AIDS, are rampant. Political strife and ethnic violence are commonplace. And one-fifth of 
West Africa’s people groups have never heard Jesus’ name. 



By Erich Bridges
International Mission Board

SENEGAL, West Africa—It’s a 
tough life for a kid. 

You wake in the darkness before 
dawn and roll off a wooden pallet 
- one of the “beds” you share with 
30 other boys on the dirt floor of a 
grimy, three-room dwelling. 

You rub your eyes, eat something 
– if there’s anything to eat – and be-
gin chanting verses from the Quran, 
Islam’s holy book. You have no idea 
what the Arabic words mean, but you 
chant them over and 
over. You remember 
the day your mother 
brought you to this 
place and handed you 
over to the “serigne” 
(suh-REEN), your Mus-
lim teacher.

“I don’t want to 
see him again until he 
knows the Quran,” she 
had told the serigne, 
following custom. With 
tears in her eyes, she 
pried your trembling 
fingers loose from her 
hand and hurried away. 

You were 5 years 
old. You won’t see her 
again for a decade or 
more – if ever. 

The chanting done, 
you set out into the 
sandy streets of Yoff, 
a sprawling section of 
Dakar, capital of the 
West African nation 
of Senegal. Carrying 
an empty tomato can, you spend 
much of the day begging under the 
white-hot sun. People drop sugar 
cubes, food or perhaps a coin or two 
into your can, fulfilling their duty 
as Muslims to give alms to the poor. 
If you return without a full can, you 
risk a caning across your back.

Tomorrow will be the same – and 
the day after that.

You are a “talibe” (TAL-ee-bay), 
which means “student.” The word 
comes from the same Arabic root 
word as “Taliban,” the radical Islamic 
“students” who ruled Afghanistan 

before being overthrown in 2001. 
In theory, you are a student of the 
Quran, learning to be a servant of 
Islam through poverty and humility. 

In reality, you are a beggar.

Just hug ’em
Thousands of ragged talibes wan-

der the streets of Senegal. Communi-
ty leaders push to end the talibe sys-
tem from time to time, but it remains 
entrenched in Senegalese Muslim 
society. Some talibes are treated rela-
tively well by their serigne teachers; 
others are neglected or worse. 

Do poverty-stricken parents give 
young sons to be talibes for religious 
reasons – or because they are too 
poor to feed another child?

“They say it’s religious,” answers 
a Senegalese Baptist layman who 
ministers to talibes through a church 
in Dakar. “But it’s hunger.”

On this day, however, the talibe 
boys of Yoff are in for a pleasant 
surprise. As they trickle back from 
begging, they get a warm welcome 
from regular visitors: Southern Bap-
tist missionaries Cal McIntire and 
David and Cheryl Johnson. With the 

missionaries are a group of student 
volunteers from Southwest Baptist 
University in Bolivar, Mo. 

The Southwest volunteers, as-
sisted by some laughing talibe boys 
and other neighborhood kids, set 
about hauling buckets of gravel and 
broken rock into the dormitory to 
sprinkle across the dirt floor. Then 
they spread sand and wet concrete 
over the top. When it dries, the boys 
have a clean surface on which to lay 
the new foam sleeping pallets their 
visitors have brought.  

Later, the boys drop their filthy 
clothes into 
buckets of 
boiling wa-
ter. Standing 
naked be-
hind sheets, 
they bash-
fully submit 
to medicated 
treatment 
– repeated 
over three 
days – of the 
scabies that 
ravages their 
skin. The 
contagious 
skin dis-
ease, spread 
by mites, 
flourishes 
on seldom-
washed skin 
and cloth-
ing, causing 
agonizing 
itching and 
pain. 

The volunteers fight back tears 
as they gently apply the soap and 
medication to the boys’ disfigured 
skin. When they’re done, they hand 
out new clothes and bags with tooth-
brushes and other basics.

“These kids are in pretty bad 
shape, health-wise,” David Johnson 
says. “In addition to malnutrition, 
they have all kinds of skin problems 
– mostly from sleeping in the sand.” 

They also crave attention and 
love. They come running whenever 
McIntire, an easygoing guy with a 
ready smile, visits their neighborhood.

“The little ones almost never 
have anyone just hold them,” ex-
plains McIntire, rubbing the back 
of a talibe boy clinging to his neck. 
“David and I do that as much as we 
can – just hold ’em and hug ’em.” 
While they work to improve living 
conditions for the talibes, the South-
west students also participate in the 
“ministry of touch.” 

“I did a lot of picking little kids 
up, putting them on my shoulders, 
lifting them high in the air and 
stuff,” says volunteer Jarrod Easter-
wood, age 22. “I loved it, just spend-
ing time with the kids. That’s what 
they love. They don’t get a whole lot 
of it.” 

Community blessing
As good as such ministry feels, 

it’s not just feel-good ministry. 
McIntire is missionary strategy 

coordinator for the 150,000 Lebou 
(LAY-boo) people of West Africa, who 
live mostly in Senegal. Islamic and 
traditionally fishermen, the Lebou 
settled the coastal peninsula, where 
bustling Dakar now sits, centuries 
ago. More than 18,000 of them live in 
Yoff. 

Through working with the tal-
ibes – who have special significance 
to the greater community – and 
other children’s ministries, McIntire 
and his co-workers have won many 
Lebou friends in Yoff. On this day, 
at least 10 neighborhood residents 
passing by pronounce blessings on 
the missionaries and volunteers for 
helping the talibe.

“We ‘love on’ the kids in order to 
share Jesus with the parents,” Mc-
Intire explains. “We’re able to come 
in and do more of what we want to 
do after we do something like this. 
The people here know we care about 
them.”

There are only a handful of 
Christian believers among the Lebou 
so far, but the first Lebou home fel-
lowship recently began – in Yoff. Mc-
Intire hopes to see four or five more 
meeting by the end of this year.  

One day, the talibes may be liber-
ated from their service. Meanwhile, 
the Lebou are hearing about the 
liberating love of Christ. 

Touch of love: serving the “Talibe” street kids of Dakar wins 

hearts in the community

 “Talibe” street boys sleep in their “dormitory,” a grimy three-room dwelling in 

Dakar, Senegal, that holds 30 or more kids. The talibe (Arabic for “student”) boys 

chant verses from the Quran, Islam’s holy book, then go out each day to beg for 

alms on the streets.

By Erich Bridges
International Mission Board

SENEGAL, West Africa—Mis-
sionary Cal McIntire doesn’t just like 
volunteers – he loves ’em.

“They’re expendable,” he says, 
flashing a mischievous grin. Expend-
able in a good way, he quickly adds.

“Volunteers have made a huge 
difference for us,” McIntire explains. 
“They have opened doors where 
there were no doors open. I can send 
volunteers into a village and they can 
boldly preach the Gospel. If somebody 
in the village gets upset, I can go back 
in later and say, ‘They did what? Oh, 
those crazy Americans!’ My relation-
ship with the chief and the village is 
still intact, but the Gospel has been 
sown.”

Gospel seeds are producing 
seekers and believers among the 
Lebou. Next will come churches and, 
McIntire hopes, a church-planting 
movement. He nurtures multiple 
partnerships with college volunteers 
and with Southern Baptist churches, 
most of them small- to medium-sized 
congregations. He expects volunteer 
groups from seven churches to visit 
this year.  

He’s seen God use all kinds of vol-
unteers – from an 8-year-old girl who 
helped her parents to senior adults 
who talk about grandchildren with 

elderly villagers. Once a disabled 
volunteer came and struggled 
through Senegal’s sandy streets 
with her cane. 

“We went into the house of a 
crippled lady,” McIntire recalls. 
The volunteer “sat down with her 
knees up against the knees of this 
woman. They prayed and cried 
together. There was a connection 
beyond anything I could have 
achieved on my own.” 

Volunteers prayerwalk in Le-
bou neighborhoods. They go door 
to door. They do medical clinics 
and community service projects. 
They go “fishing for fishermen” 
– the Lebou are among the best 
anglers in the world after centu-
ries of practice. They locate and 
map unreached Lebou villages. 
Most of all, they share Jesus.

Last year, the Lebou team wel-
comed 120 volunteers to Senegal 
– a third of all the volunteers who 
worked with IMB missionaries in 
West Africa in 2005. They multiply 
the impact of McIntire’s small mis-
sionary team, which will stay small 
since the Lebou people number only 
about 150,000.

Other missionaries in the region 
are embracing McIntire’s volunteer 
strategy, however, to reach both the 
huge megapeoples and the hundreds 
of small people groups in West Africa.   

“The vision statement of the 
International Mission Board says, 
‘We will lead Southern Baptists to be 
on mission with God to bring all the 
peoples of the world to saving faith 
in Jesus Christ,’” McIntire states. “I 
used to think I was supposed to go 
do missions. But I’m supposed to 
lead missions. The job in Senegal is 

a million times bigger than I can do 
myself, but it’s not too big for God. 
If I lead volunteers, if the ministry is 
not my ministry but God’s ministry, 
we can do it together. And God is big 
enough to win.” 

Are you “expendable” for God? Find 
out more about volunteering in West 
Africa by visiting GoWestAfrica.org.

Are you expendable for God?

Southwest Baptist University volunteers Bethany Worrel (left) and Kaila Hedger 

apply medicated soap to a “talibe” child in Dakar, Senegal. Many of the boys 

suffer from scabies, a contagious skin disease that flourishes on seldom-washed 

skin and clothing. (IMB photo)
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By Sharon Mager 
Staff Writer

BEL AIR, Md.—LifeWay’s 
Turning Hearts Tour, hosted by 
Oak Grove Church, on Sept. 22 and 
23 was a mixture of praise, laughs 
and sniffles as parents and children 
stepped out of their comfort zones 
to look at their relationships, to face 
their failings and to talk frankly with 
and pray with and for each other. 

The parents who attended were 
thrilled. Those who heard about 
it the next day knew they missed 
something spectacular.  

“The worship was fabulous. The 
material in the course and Richard 
Ross were absolutely fabulous. It 
made us reconsider our walk and 
our parenting skills. I’m sitting here 
with a daughter in college wishing I 
had taken the course ten years ago,” 
said Alan Beyth, a member of Oak 
Grove Church who attended the con-
ference with his wife Debbie and his 
children, Lauren and Jourdan.

“We loved it. We had a great 
weekend,” Debbie Beyth said. “I 
enjoyed the time I spent with my 
family all together there.” 

That was one of the tour’s pur-
poses – to inspire the whole family at 
the same time, rather than piece-by-
piece as moms, dads and teens all go 
off to their own separate conferences 
and come back changed to a family 
that’s the same.

Opening sessions with praise 
and worship were led by singer/
songwriter and author Joel Engle 
with special guest sign artist, Tyra 
Lokey. Richard Ross, professor of 
student ministers at Southwestern 
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, was 
the guest speaker. After worship, 
parents went to hear Ross while stu-
dents stayed together to hear Engle 
and Lokey. 

Ross shared about one of his 
greatest passions – his son Clayton. 
Throughout the conference, partici-
pants were always aware that Ross 
spoke as a professor, as a veteran 
youth minister and as a parent. 

 “Ross speaks with such great 
empathy, sympathy, wisdom and un-
derstanding,” Jerry Wade said. Wade 
is Baltimore Association’s director 
of missions. He attended the confer-
ence with his wife, Misty and their 
children, Kathleen and Joseph.

Ross used two powerful meta-
phors about teens’ relationships to 
their parents and to God. He pulled 
out a piece of white P.V.C. pipe and 
held it to his chest. One part of that 
pipe is stuck to the parent, he said, and 
the other to the teenager. The relation-
ship between the parent and child is 
the conduit for the faith to be shared, 
Ross said. Sometimes, when a parent 
gets too busy, that pipe gets torn off, 
but it’s still connected to the boy or 
girl teen. That teen, then goes to others 
and attaches to them. The relationship 
with the others replaces that of the 
parents. 

He used another illustration later 
with pipe, showing the pipe going up 
from the parent to God – thus flowing 
into the parent and into the child. 

“It was a powerful metaphor 
about what a godly parent is supposed 
to look like,” Wade said. 

Another metaphorical picture was 
a tug of war with sons and daughters 
on one end and the parent on the 
other. Ross said that in too many fami-
lies, it’s a do or die type of thing with 
parents pulling too hard, or children 
pulling too hard. All the kids want is 
a little more of the rope. Parents have 
to judge between not giving too much 
and not holding too tight. Ross talked 
about letting a little go at a time and as 
kids could handle it, give a little more. 

Ross spent a lot of time talking 
about hurts. Often, he said, when 
Christian families are raising their 
family with Godly standards but still 
struggling, it’s because there are un-
resolved hurt issues. Throughout the 
conference Ross emphasized forgive-
ness by both parents and children. 

“Injured relationships are the 
major hidden force that drives our 
children away,” Ross said. Often its 
anger or sarcasm that we just don’t 
realize hurt as deeply as it did. 

Ralph Batykefer, Oak Grove’s min-
ister to students and coordinator of the 
tour for Oak Grove, said bringing the 
tour to Maryland was a “God thing.” 
Batykefer said two years ago he saw a 
promo about the conference while he 
was at Centrifuge, but didn’t follow-
up on it and thought if God wanted it 
to happen He’d let him know. When 
Batykefer got home, he had a message 
from LifeWay looking for a place to 
do the Turning Hearts Tour. Batykefer 
is looking forward to the conference 
again next year.

Turning hearts...of parents
By Shelley Mager

BaptistLIFE Intern

BEL AIR, Md.—There are plenty 
of conferences for men, women and 
teenagers separately, but LifeWay’s 
Turning Hearts tour, which recently 
stopped at Oak Grove Church, Bel 
Air, attempts what seems to be an 
impossible task: bringing families 
together to experience God as one. It 
was a night filled with praise, power, 
passion…and more than a few tears. 

The event began with an offer-
ing of praise and worship led by Joel 
Engle. Engle leads worship all over 
the world with his band Spin360. 
Tyra Lokey, the founder of Sign Art 
Ministries and youth pastor at Hope 
Community Church in Lawrence-
burg, Ky., signed along with the 
lyrics to the music as the band sang. 
Parents were asked to sit with their 
children during the larger sessions 
in the church sanctuary, and after 
several worship songs Engle used 
warmth and humor to share with the 
congregation the testimony about his 
family experiences. 

Engle spoke about how his fa-
ther walked out on him when he was 
young and his mother had to take 
care of him until she suddenly died. 
He was sent to live with his grand-
parents.  

“I went from San Francisco, 
where there was beach and sun 
and dirt to Oklahoma, where there 
was…dirt,” laughed Engle. 

Shortly after that he suddenly 
lost his grandfather and his grand-
mother could not take care of him 
anymore. He had to go live with a 
foster family named the Engles. The 
Engles were loving Christians who 
showed the hurting boy what uncon-
ditional love really means. 

“When I was sixteen I hated 
church,” admits Engle. “So when one 
of the kids from youth group came 
up and asked me if I wanted to go 
to church camp (a whole week of 
church!) I didn’t want to. But when 
he said that there would be 5,000 
teenagers there, and 4,000 of them 
would be girls, I was like ‘let’s wor-
ship’!”

Engle made a commitment to the 
Lord there and, after some bumps on 
the journey, has been able to share 
his testimony all over the world 
through his music and his story. 

After Jeff spoke, the adults sepa-
rated from the teenagers, and Engle 
and Lokey asked the youth to share 
a few testimonies. The teenagers 
were very open, talking about how 
their parents walked out on them 
or even abused them, and Jeff and 
Tyra encouraged the youth to forgive 
their parents as Christ gave His life 
to forgive them. Teens laid hands on 
each other and prayed for each other. 

 “We shared among ourselves 
and talked about some of our experi-
ences,” ninth grader Noelle Batyke-
fer said. “Some people were scared, 
but by the end they were talking.” 

Lokey also shared a story of her 
childhood, how her father walked 
out on her mother, and how her 
mother regularly told her that she 
hated her and that she made her 
mother sick. She was physically, 
sexually and verbally abused.

“When I used to play in the front 
yard I would see the church bus 
come and pick up all the kids in our 
neighborhood,” Tyra says. “When 
they came back from church they 
had candy, and it didn’t take me long 
to figure out that I wanted candy!”

So Tyra went to church, where 
she was told for the first time that 
she was loved. She had a hard time 
believing or accepting it, after years 
of abuse, but finally she prayed to 
receive Christ. 

Later in the evening, the adults 
and children worshipped together 
once more. Then conference leader, 
Richard Ross, came forward and 
asked the teens to stand behind their 
parents, lay hands on them and pray 
for them out loud. Dozens of young 
voices echoed all around the sanctu-
ary, followed by their parents’ voices 
when they switched places. 

“It was difficult at first,” sev-
enth-grader Jourdan Beyth admitted, 
but once he started, he said it be-
came easier and he enjoyed doing it. 

Parents and teens were encour-
aged to talk through a series of 
questions. Teens shared their fa-
vorite family vacations and parents 
shared their first memories of their 
children. 

“This tour made me realize I’m 
a lucky person to have parents. It 
was a good time. I really enjoyed it. 
If it comes around again next year I 
want to go,” eleven-year-old Joseph 
Wade said.  

Turning hearts...of teens

That goes the same for individu-
als, Udovich said. As we gather water 
and other supplies, there’s an oppor-
tunity to gather extra for neighbors 
so we’ll be prepared to share sup-
plies, to share comfort and when the 
opportunity presents itself – to share 
Christ. 

Practicality speaking, Udovich 
said it’s imperative for churches and 
individuals to prepare. 

“It might take awhile before 
authorities can get to you,” she said. 
Communication is often cut off. 

 “Preparedness is not just for 
the big hurricanes or the bird flu,” 
Udovich said. There are times when 
electricity is out for an extended pe-
riod of time, or there’s no water. 

One thing a church can do in pre-
paring is to make contacts with the 
community ahead of time. Udovich 
said churches can visit a nursing 
home and talk with administrators 
to see how members could help in 
the event of an emergency. Could the 
church volunteers do simple work 
like push the wheelchairs, freeing 
skilled medical workers to do what’s 
necessary? By making contacts ahead 
of time, the plans are in place. Making 
that contact, Udovich said, makes a big 
impression on the community. 

Below is a list of websites to 
help churches and individuals pre-
pare: www.yourbcmd.org/DR; www.
arc.org; www.mema.state.md.us.gov; 
www.fema.gov.

Disaster preparedness provides opportunities for ministry

continued from page 1
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Dear Counselor:
Recently I have been looking for a 

counselor who could help my daughter. 
My wife and I wanted a Christian 
counselor. As I began to make calls to 
find a counselor, it seemed as if a lot 
of people call themselves Christian 
counselors, but it can mean different 
things. Can you help me with my 
confusion?

              —A Church Member

Dear Church Member:
I can understand your confusion 

since the term “Christian counselor” 
can mean different things to 
different people. In our country, it is 
still true that the majority of persons 
in our culture turn first to a local 
pastor for counseling. In addition 
to the pastor, within the Christian 
community there may be trained lay 
counselors, accountability partners, 

mentors, Sunday School teachers 
and friends who offer wise counsel. 
All of these could be referred to as 
“Christian counselors.”

From your question, however, I 
presume that you are looking for a 
“professional Christian counselor.” 
This usually means that someone 
wants a counselor (distinct from a 
psychiatrist who could prescribe 
medication) with a greater level of 
training who is also a Christian 
and who would offer a form of 
counseling that is congruent with 
and inclusive of Christian values. 
“Christian counselor” is sometimes 
used differently than the term 
“pastoral counselor,” the former 
more closely referring to someone 
with evangelical Christian beliefs. 
However, often these terms are used 
interchangeably and in distinction 
from “secular professional 

counseling” that might add a bit 
of spirituality, but not integrate 
the same beliefs and values into 
counseling. 

The laws of the state designed 
for consumer protection put some 
further parameters on “professional 
Christian counseling.” Anyone who 
collects a fee for, or takes insurance 
for, counseling must be licensed 
by the state (or in process of being 
licensed and under supervision) 
and perform counseling in a 
manner consistent with “industry 
standards.” The state assumes that 
just as you would not want your 
daughter to undergo brain surgery 
at the hands of a person who was 
“born again” but had never passed 
a course in neurosurgery, neither 
would you want to have a Christian 
counselor who knew the Bible but 
not the science of counseling. Those 

counselors who know the Bible well, 
but not the science associated with 
counseling can make good spiritual 
directors, but cannot operate legally as 
professional counselors in the state.

Ideally, in my opinion, a 
“professional Christian counselor” 
should be able to integrate seamlessly 
the best of the science of counseling 
with the best of Christian belief, never 
losing sight of who the real Healer 
is and never allowing psychological 
talk or religious talk to get in the way 
of the Spirit that gives revelation and 
invites to new life.

—Tom Rodgerson

Questions may be e-mailed to 
trodgerson@bcmd.org with the subject 

line indicating, “Dear Counselor.” 
Alternatively, questions can be mailed 

to Tom Rodgerson, 8203 Harford Road, 
Parkville, MD 21234.

“Dear Counselor” with CentrePointe Counseling, Inc..
“How do I find a Christian counselor?”

By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

SOUTH BARRINGTON, Ill—Ac-
cording to Bill Donahue, there is a 
difference between transformational 
and informational Bible reading and 
learning. 

Donahue, executive director of 
small groups for the Willow Creek 
Association, spoke at Willow Creek’s 
Small Groups Conference in Septem-
ber. He is the author of many books, 
including Leading Life-Changing 
Small Groups, Jesus 101 Bible Study 
series, In the Company of Jesus, and 
most recently, Coaching Life-Chang-
ing Small Group Leaders with Greg 
Bowman. 

Donahue asserted that the differ-
ence between informational and trans-
formational Bible reading requires 

people to move beyond Bible study to 
formation study. 

The way people view God’s Word 
makes a difference, he said.

“Do I use the Word or do I also let 
the Word ‘work’ on me?” he asked.

Oftentimes, people focus on the 
quantity of Bible reading (“I’ve read 
through the Bible 30 times!”) instead 
of quality of reading (“How many 
times has the Bible been through 
you?). The result is studying Jesus, 
knowing about Him, rather than 
knowing Him.

“Rather than just studying Jesus, 
shouldn’t we encounter Him?” he 
asked.

Donahue pointed to Adam and 
Eve, who had the privilege of walk-
ing with God. Yet, though they had 
the opportunity for ‘life,’ their zeal for 
‘knowledge’ became their downfall.

Similarly, 
when small groups 
study the Bible 
only for informa-
tion, they are inter-
ested in examining 
the text for truth 
propositions and 
statements with 
little aim toward 
transformation. 

But when they engage the Word, 
they are concerned with savoring it 
and entering into it. “We let the Bible 
ask questions of us,” instead of ask-
ing questions about the text and what 
it means, he contrasted. 

And rather than comparing and 
applying the facts, “we engage the 
Word, and read to hear God speak to 
us,” he said.

He noted Soren Kierkegaard’s 
counsel: “When you read God’s 
Word, you must constantly be saying 
to yourself, ‘It is talking to me and 
about me?’”

Rather than just simply observ-
ing, interpreting and applying the 
text, Donahue suggested that small 
groups listen, meditate and respond 
to God’s Word. 

He recommended that small 
groups consider the following steps 
to move toward spiritual transforma-
tion.

1. Prepare your heart. 
Instead of jumping right into the 

lesson, Donahue suggested using 
music or silence to prepare everyone. 

“Stop the buzz swirling in our 
minds,” he said. 

Other ways to help prepare 
people to focus on what God is going 
to do include using spiritual readings 
or tapping into current or cultural 
events.

2. Read aloud and listen to the 

Word. 
When reading the passage, 

read slowly, ponder the words, and 
emphasize their depth. Look for the 
opportunity to highlight or repeat 
key words. Have groups close their 
eyes so as to really listen to what’s 
being read. 

During the reading have the 
group members ask themselves, 
“What do we see and hear and feel? 
What is God saying and doing?” 
Then, have the group re-read the 
words together.

3. Meditate and ponder the impact 

of what you hear. 
Donahue recommended asking 

these questions: “What phrases and 
words speak specifically to us? Write 
them down. What should we commit 
to memory? What truth is being com-
municated to us? What needs further 
examination and understanding?” 

He also asked, “What hard ques-
tions are in the passage?”

4. Respond with humility and open-

ness. 
After engaging in God’s Word, 

Donahue urged small group leaders 
to incorporate reflection times. “Let’s 
pause and meet God” in silence and 
prayer, he said.

He encourages surrender (“How 
do we submit to what God is shaping 
in us?”) and action (“Where does this 
Word meet my life personally, and 
what implications exist for our group 
and community?”).

Donahue acknowledged that this 
process may be new to groups, so he 
advised that grace is necessary. “Allow 
the groups to wrestle with the tension 
of informational and transformational 
approaches,” he urged. He also ad-
vised choosing curriculum or ques-
tions that allow the groups to move in 
and out between content (information) 
and process (transformation).

This seminar, as well as the ple-
nary sessions led by: Donahue; Donald 
Miller, author of Blue Like Jazz and his 
most recent project, To Own a Dragon; 
Willow Creek’s Randy Frazee; and Sh-
eryl Fleisher, who works as a speaker, 
spiritual director and mentor in San 
Diego, Cal., can be ordered online at 
www.willowcreek.com/events/small-
groups/2006/messageresources.asp. 
Willow Creek will host its next small 
group conference on Sept. 27-29, 2007.

For more personalized assistance with 
small group issues, contact Larry Baker, 

small group missionary at (443) 463-7102.

Small group leader Bill Donahue encourages 
transformation, not just information

ADVERTISEMENT
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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

 
COLUMBIA, Md.—BCM/D 

churches are experiencing unprec-
edented opportunities to reach the 
world for Christ through Partnership 
Missions. This year’s partnerships 
include Scotland, West Africa and an 
unreached people group in the 10-40 
window. (The 10-40 window includes 
people groups from Africa through 
Asia that are between 10 degrees 
latitude north to 40 degrees latitude 
north.) In 2008, BCM/D will begin a 
partnership with Southeast Asia. 

Closer to home, Embrace Baltimore 
is thriving.

Churches, groups and individu-
als that want to be part of partnership 
ministries have many opportunities. 
And Freddy Parker, BCM/D’s Acts 
1:8, prayer and partnership mission-
ary is standing by ready to help those 
veteran mission workers or first-timers. 
And they don’t have to even choose 
one of the BCM/D sponsored trips. 

“If a church feels led to go to India, 
we’ll help them facilitate that trip,” 
Parker said. “We want to assist church-
es in mobilizing God’s people to be on 
mission with Him.” 

Upcoming trips for 2007 are still in 
the planning stages and will be sched-
uled for summer and/or fall. 

Scotland—Currently there are about 
seven churches in Scotland participat-
ing in the partnership, looking for 
or working with partner churches. 
Those churches are looking for mission 
teams to help with  light construction, 
youth work, Holiday Clubs (like VBS), 
surveying, pulpit supply, children’s 

ministry, ballooning and working at 
festivals,

The cost is about $900 to $1100 and 
could be more depending upon accom-
modations. The physical challenge is 
fairly comparable to what one would 
experience in the United States. 

West Africa—The 
needs in West Africa 
vary depending on 
the location and 
people. Ministries 
include direct evan-
gelism, witnessing, 
preaching and back-
yard Bible clubs. 

The cost is over 
$2,000. The physical 
challenge is greater 
than that of Scotland.

10-40 Window 
People Group—This 
trip will be more 
prayer walking and 
relationship building. 
A trip is planned for 
February. The cost is 
about $3,000 and the 
physical challenge is 
greater than Scotland.  

EMBRACE Baltimore—EMBRACE 
is an opportunity to work at home 
partnering with other churches to do 
backyard Bible clubs, construction, to 
do surveys and to provide encourage-
ment. The needs are ongoing. The costs 
and challenges vary. 

Other opportunities—There are some 
BCM/D partnerships that officially 
ended, but were continued through 

associations or churches because the 
bonds between the people became 
strong and ministry/missions op-
portunities continued. Churches and 
associations are still ministering in 
Moldova, Puebla, Ontario and Missis-
sippi. Many are open to others joining 
them on those trips. 

Other non-BCM/D trips that 
Parker said are available include a trip 
to Southern Thailand in March. The 
cost is $1,800 to $2,500 and ministries 
include prayer waking. In June, there is 
a trip to Southern France to distribute 
dialect specific literature at a port area. 

Parker works with contacts at the 
North American Mission Board and 
the International Mission Board to 
connect churches’ gifts with the needs 
of missionaries. Parker said working 

alongside missionaries is important. 
“When churches connect with mis-

sionaries, it has the greatest impact on 
continuing involvement in missions,” 
he said. 

Those planning to go on a mission 
trip need to begin preparing.

“Don’t sit on the couch and say 
tomorrow I’m going 
somewhere,” Parker said. 
He suggests starting a 
program to build stami-
na at least three months 
ahead of time to prepare 
for the unexpected. 

Those that can’t go 
can still be an integral 
part of a mission team 
– praying, advocating, 
raising awareness and 
raising support. That’s 
all part, a very real, an 
important part, of the 
mission trip, Parker said.

Email has changed 
missions. Through tech-
nology, missionaries can 
share their needs daily 
and prayer warriors can 
pray faithfully and share 
the requests with others. 

An important need 
today is for churches to consider 
adopting people groups. There are un-
reached people groups that churches 
can be assigned to, study their culture, 
look for barriers and come up with 
strategies to present the gospel to that 
particular group. 

Parker said it’s important for 
churches to be in a spiritual walk with 
the Lord, asking Him where He wants 
to use their gifts to be a part of what 
He’s doing around the world.

Partnership Missions – a world of opportunity

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

NANJEMOY, Md.—Nanjemoy 
Church looks modern on the inside, 
but the property, the structure and 
even the people, both alive and those 
whose remains rest in the graveyard 
next door, reflect over 210 years of 
history. The church was constituted 
in 1793. Benjamin Franklin had died 
just a few 
years earlier. 
Thomas Jef-
ferson was 50 
years old and 
George Wash-
ington was 
president.  

“The old-
est gravestone 
goes back to 
1799, but there 
are other un-
marked graves 
that are older 
than that,” 
James Fetty, 
current pastor 
of Nanjemoy 
Church said. 

Now the 
church is 
gaining some 
new histori-
cal plaudits 
through the 
recognition 
of one of its 
former pas-
tors, William Chiles. Chiles’ former 
homesite is now the focus of an 
archeological excavation through a 
partnership of the Federal Bureau 
of Land Management and William 
and Mary College. A trail, beginning 
along the west side of Highway 224 is 

being made to the former Chiles home 
with interpretive plaques along the 
way. The plaques tell about the area 
and its history. At the old farmhouse, 
they tell about Chiles, his family, how 
they lived and about his ministry at 
Nanjemoy.

 The Nanjemoy Church History 
booklet, “Nanjemoy Baptist Church: 
Two Centuries for Christ,” says that 
Chiles, originally an elder of the 

church, was called as its pastor in 
1837. Under his leadership the church 
had several revivals. The first year 
he was pastor, 38 believers were 
baptized. That same year Nanjemoy 
joined the newly formed Maryland 
Baptist Union Association.

“They joined because the new as-
sociation believed in a strong mission 
effort,” Betty Willett, church historian 
said. Willett said the church had and 
still has a heart for missions.  

During Chiles’ tenure, from 1837 
to 1855 and again from 1867 to 1874, 
the church had its ups and downs. 
They struggled through the days of 
prohibition, racism, the civil war, the 
world wars and the depression. They 

had business 
meetings about 
the ethics of fox 
hunting and 
about church 
offenses such 
as drunken-
ness, slander, 
dancing and 
disorderly 
conduct. Their 
resolutions 
included keep-
ing the house 
well swept, the 
benches dusted, 
keeping fresh 
water during 
meetings and 
making sure 
spittoons were 
washed out suf-
ficiently. 

In 1948, 
Roy Gresham, 
then pastor of 
Middle River 
Church and 
later executive 

director/treasurer of the Baptist Con-
vention of Maryland, was the speaker 
at Nanjemoy’s August revival and the 
history booklet said many were con-
verted. A year later, the church took 
a public stand against legalizing slot 
machines in the county. 

Gresham and R.G. Puckett, editor 
of “The Maryland Baptist” (forerunner 
of BaptistLIFE) were speakers at a 
175th anniversary celebration in 1968. 

As James Fetty and Betty Wil-
lett reflect over the history, they say 
there’s the hint of the rumor about 
George Washington visiting the 
church years ago. 

“There is some indication that 
perhaps he made a visit to the 
church, but it’s speculation,” Fetty 
said. The belief is based on someone 
saying that his name is in a record 
book somewhere in the church. 

“I have not found any evidence 
that he did,” Willett said, “but it’s a 
good possibility. He was friends with 
General William Smallwood and 
he was known to visit the General.” 
General Smallwood lived about ten 
miles from the church, Willett said. 
Washington himself owned prop-
erty just a few miles from Nanjemoy 
Church. 

Fetty said the community of 
Nanjemoy is growing. New people 
are coming to the area where former 
Nanjemoy members have lived and 
died through the years. The church 
now seeks to bring new people in to 
ensure Nanjemoy’s future is as rich as 
its past and that the Kingdom work 
started and perpetuated continues. 

“We’re beginning to see new 
houses all around us and we’re trying 
to reach out to the young families,” he 
said. 

In 1993, the church celebrated 
its 200th anniversary. As part of 
the celebration, the church buried a 
time capsule with 200th anniversary 
souvenirs, pictures, a video tape of 
the celebration, a Christmas orna-
ment and a plate with a picture of the 
church. The church will open that 
capsule in 2018. 

Historical site honors Nanjemoy’s former pastor

The BCM/D Chorale sing during an assembly at the Kirn Primary School 

in Dunoon, Scotland.



CHURCH HEALTH STRATEGIST— The 
Wyoming Southern Baptist Convention is 
searching for a person to serve as Church 
Health Strategist.  This position has re-
sponsibility for promoting and resourcing 
Southern Baptist Churches in Wyoming 
in the areas of general church health and 
ministry development, including:  small 
group Bible study and Sunday School, dis-
cipleship ministries, conflict management 
and resolution, administration, worship, 
pastor and staff development and support, 
leadership development and other related 
areas of ministry.

To receive a copy of the complete 
ministry description and/or to submit a 
resume please contact: Pam Hans, WSBC 
Administrative Assistant, 3925 Casper 
Mountain Road, Casper WY  82601; (307) 
472-4087, hans@wyomingsbc.org.  

CHURCH MISSION STRATEGIST— 
The Wyoming Southern Baptist Conven-
tion is searching for a person to serve as 
Church Mission Strategist. This position 
has responsibility for promoting and 
resourcing Southern Baptist Churches in 
Wyoming in the areas of missions enlist-
ment, involvement and education, includ-
ing:  stimulating missions involvement, 
disaster relief, missions organizations 
(Woman’s Missionary Union and Baptist 
Men), liaison with IMB, affinity and part-
nership coordinator and other related areas 
of ministry.

To receive a copy of the complete 
ministry description and/or to submit a 
resume please contact:  Pam Hans, WSBC 
Administrative Assistant, 3925 Casper 
Mountain Road, Casper WY  82601; (307) 
472-4087, hans@wyomingsbc.org.  

PART-TIME ACCOMPANIST—Olney 
Baptist Church is seeking applicants for 
a part-time accompanist. Responsibili-
ties include rehearsing with the choir on 
Wednesday evenings and special rehears-
als for holidays or special events; and 
accompanying the choir during Sunday 
morning worship service. Interested ap-
plicants may contact Pastor Gayle Clifton 
(301) 774-5433 or Sandy Cordes/OBC Per-
sonnel Cmtte (301) 774-5565 evenings.

PART-TIME MUSIC DIRECTOR—Olney 
Baptist Church is seeking applicants for a 
part-time music director. This position is 
responsible for planning and leading mu-
sic for Sunday worship services and other 
scheduled events; directing the adult 
choir and serving as a member of the mu-
sic committee. Interested applicants may 
contact Pastor Gayle Clifton (301) 774-5433 
or Sandy Cordes/OBC Personnel Cmtte 
(301) 774-5565 evenings.

PART TIME MUSIC WORSHIP LEAD-
ER—Christian, Bible-teaching, Southern 
Baptist church seeking part-time music 
worship leader to plan and lead music for 
worship services, direct the Sanctuary 
choir and coordinate other music activi-
ties at Landover Hills Baptist Church, 
Landover Hills MD.  For more details 
please contact (301) 577-6700, (301) 906-
2976, or visit http://www.lhbcmd.org.

SENIOR PASTOR—Baptist church in 
Northern Virginia seeking senior pas-
tor. If you feel that God is speaking to 
you about this position, send resume to: 
Parkwood Baptist Church, Pastor Search 
Committee, 8726 Braddock Rd, Annan-

dale, Va. 22003. Website avail at www.
Parkwood.org. 

SENIOR PASTOR—Denomination: 
Baptist—SBC; Worship Style: Traditional; 
Church Size: 200 active members; Job Sta-
tus: Full Time.

We are seeking a Senior Pastor who 
is capable of motivating and challenging 
the congregation in its spiritual growth 
and vision as we strive to reach a growing 
community.   Pastoral strengths should 
include strong Biblical preaching and Bible 
teaching, communicating on a personal 
level with a diverse membership, serving 
the membership with loving pastoral care 
and initiating and facilitating change that 
equips us to reach the unchurched and 
lost in our community. Qualifications: A 
seminary degree and some experience 
is a plus; Salary Package: Compensa-
tion is commensurate with experience 
and training; Church: Immanuel Baptist 
Church – Salisbury Maryland; Contact: 
Corky Simpson, Pastor Search Committee; 
Email: Immanuelsby@verizon.net; Phone: 
410-742-7768; Send resumes to: Immanuel 
Baptist Church, 1514 Old Ocean City Road, 
Salisbury, Maryland 21804, Attn: Pastor 
Search Committee.

FREE ORGAN—Donation to any church: 
Lowry Organ, good condition. Please call 
(410) 665-8545

HAWAIIAN CRUISE—You are invited to 
join other Maryland & Delaware Baptists 
for our HAWAIIAN Paradise Cruise & 
Tour with Christian Life Tours Feb. 26 
- Mar. 9.  Excellent space is also available 
for a Mediterranean & Greek Isles cruise in 
May, and for Alaska in June. Round trip air 
arranged from your closest major airport. 
For brochures, or to make a reservation, 
call (877) 557-0073 (toll free) or e-mail 
ddale1950@aol.com. 

SCOTTISH PARTNERSHIP DINNER—
Monday, Nov. 13, 4:30 p.m., Solomons, Md. 
The BCM/D and Scottish Baptist Union 
are hosting a special celebration meal and 
fellowship. Come hear testimonies of how 
God is working in the lives of our mission 
teams, as well as, our Scottish brothers and 
sisters. Also learn how you can be involved 
in Scotland missions in 2007. For: All mes-
sengers and visitors to the BCM/D Annual 
Meeting. Speaker: Rev. David Gordon, 
Missions Director for the Scottish Baptist 
Union. Reservations: Delaware Baptist As-
sociation, (888) 293-9027.

Choose from one of the following 
dinner entrees: 1. Boneless Chicken Breast 
with Apple Raisin Stuffing  [$27.95 per 
person] 2. Fillet of Alaskan Salmon with 
Lemon Butter Sauce [$23.95 per person]

Entrée selection and reservations are 
required Friday, Nov. 3, 2006. Make checks 
payable to: Delaware Baptist Association 
and send to: Attn: Valerie, Delaware Bap-
tist Association, 9 East Loockerman Street, 
Suite 203, Dover, DE 19001

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX YOUR AD 

Deadlines are the first day of the 

month for the following month’s 
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($20.00 minimum) for non-profit 
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include words with two letters or 

less. Contact us for display ad pricing. 
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Sundays at 8:30am EST
(Consult local cable affiliates in 

your area for channels)
The Trinity Broadcasting 

Network (Direct TV Ch. 372) 
The Church Channel 
(Direct TV Ch. 371)

Dr. James Merritt is the 
Senior Pastor of Cross Pointe, 
Duluth, Georgia. His uncom-
promising preaching and lead-
ership have brought phenome-
nal growth to the church where 
thousands attend each week. 

He is a past-President of 
the Southern Baptist Conven-

tion and is a noted author and 
speaker. 

His ability to apply Biblical 
principles to the problems and 
concerns of everyday life has 
made Touching Lives one of the 
most popular and respected 
broadcast ministries across the 
nation and around the world.

Local Congregations Served

Bethany UM – Ellicott City Mount Airy Baptist
Calvary UM – Mount Airy Mount Lebanon Baptist - Baltimore
Chestnut Ridge Baptist – Timonium Odenton Baptist
Forge Road Bible – Perry Hall Saint Paul’s Lutheran – Kingsville
Gospel Tabernacle Baptist – Baltimore Westminster Baptist   
Greenridge Baptist - Clarksburg Westminster Church of God
Lutheran Church Redeemer-Damascus White Marsh Baptist

10291 Baltimore National Pike   Ellicott City  MD  21042
Telephone  (410) 461-7200        www.tcsbuilds.com

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC.
                                         “From Concept to Completion”

V Specialists in Church Construction and Renovation.

V Experienced in All Types of Design-Build Systems Construction 
Which Will Save You Time and Money.

V Experts in Elevator Additions and ADA Compliance.

V Assistance in Every Project Phase – Budgeting, Design, 
Fundraising, Permitting and Construction.

V Licensed, Insured and Bondable for All Our Work.

V 20 Plus Years of Construction & Renovation Work in All Types of Religious, 
Educational, Commercial, & Community Use Facilities.



Children’s Ministry in the Twenty First Century
For leaders and volunteers of children’s ministry (birth through preteen)

When/Where: Saturday February 3, 2007
BCM/D 10255 Old Columbia Rd., Columbia, Maryland, 21046, (800) 466-5290

Cost: (includes-conference, workbook, and lunch): $49 each at door (cash, 
check, Visa or MasterCard); $39 each (advanced purchase by January 20); 
$29 each, group rate for 10 or more from same church (advanced purchase by 
January 20)

Register: at www.ArrowMinistries.com or by phone, 407-375-9206. 
Tuition is non-refundable. Make checks payable to Arrow Ministries. Visa and 
MasterCard accepted.

More info: Call (800) 466-5290, June Holland ext. 233, Maina Mwaura 
ext. 223 or Donna Shiflett ext. 226. Visit www.yourbcmd.org/cm21 for 
conference schedule and more.

Speaker:  Art Murphy

President, Arrow 

Ministries and Author, 

“The Faith of a Child”

Schedule
8:30am – Registration

9:00am – Worship & Welcome

9:15-10:15am - Session One:
“How Children’s Ministry 
Is Changing in the U.S.” and 
“Ten Ingredients for a Strong/
Contemporary Children’s Ministry”

10:15-10:30am – Break

10:30-11:30am - Session Two:
“Reaching and Shaping the Y2K 
Kid” and “What Every Child Needs 
Every Week at Church”

11:30-12:30pm - Lunch

12:30-1:30pm - Session Three:
“Child Evangelism from Infant to 
Preteen”

1:30-1:45pm - Break

1:45-2:45pm - Session Four:
“Becoming a ‘Child-Friendly’ 
Church” and “Marketing Tips for 
Your Ministry”  

Worship Expo is a two-day conference designed for worship 
professionals and volunteers of all levels to expand their talents 
and skills, network with others in their fi eld, and see the latest in 
technology.

Participate in a broad range of technical seminars in vocal 
and instrumental music, video editing, sound engineering and 
more! There will also be an opportunity for spiritual growth 
through in depth Bible study and times of worship.

The conference is only $50, register 5 or more from your 
church and your senior pastor is free! Register today as space is 
limited- last year we were sold out! For more information visit 
www.worshipexpo.com or call (301) 725-1688.

April 27-28, 2007
Covenant Church, Ellicott City, MD

www.worshipexpo.com
 

jointly sponsored by First Baptist Church Laurel, Covenant Church 
and the Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware

Give the gift of YPACGive the gift of YPAC
this Christmas!this Christmas!

2007 Performing and Visual Arts Camp for Students
July 22-27 • Skycroft Center • Middletown, MD

It’s where your faith and your art intersect.

Don’t wait! We know it’s early to pay 
your $50 deposit, complete your forms 
and mail them in but you might miss out 
unless you do! Why? There are only 100 
spots left, prices will go up and there are 
limited track spots available!

Where can I get the forms?
Download registration packets 
(including scholarship forms), see course 
descriptions and more at:
www.yourbcmd.org/ypac

Registration information
Online:  www.yourbcmd.org/ypac 
E-mail:  ypac@bcmd.org
Phone:   (800) 466-5290 ext. 253

YPAC @ BCM/D
10255 Old Columbia Rd.
Columbia, MD 21046

Reservations and Scholarships are guaranteed 
only for those who pay their deposit and complete 
their forms.
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