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Love breaks barriers in English-

speaking international church
Sixty-
four-year-
old Jim 
Shirlen 
shakes 
his head 
in wonder 
at the 

road God has led him on to bring 
him to where he is now – a pastor 
of International Ministry, a church 
within a church, at Global Mission 
Church...Page 4

Taneytown Church hunts and 

fishes for men
Gary Buchman, 
pastor of 
Taneytown 
Church, has 
a passion for 

teaching God’s word, for loving 
his wife and family and for 
hunting. Now Buchman’s using his 
appreciation for the great outdoors 
as part of a men’s ministry...Page 5

Fifteen minutes with Frank 

Page, SBC president
In a 
surprise 
election 
during 
the an-

nual meeting of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention on June 15, 2006, 
Frank S. Page was voted as the SBC 
president...Page 8

On the Web...
•  2007 WorshipExpo flyer

•  Global Pastors Network—quality 

teaching from nationally 

renowned speakers 

•  The Creativity Conference—Unite 

with Music and Youth leaders 

looking for creative infusion in 

their church ministries

•  CM:21—The Children’s Ministry in 

the 21st Century Conference

•  The 2007 Strengthening Churches 

Grant Application

In this Issue...
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By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

BALTIMORE, Md.—Bob Mackey, 
executive director of Cleveland Hope, 
the North American Mission Board-
sponsored strategic focus initiative in 
northeastern Ohio, has been named ex-
ecutive director of Embrace Baltimore, 
effective Jan. 1, 2007. Randy Chestnut, 
current director of missions for the 
Greater Cleveland Association, will as-
sume the executive director role.

Mackey, 49, who has served as 
senior pastor for 26 years, is excited 
about seeing God move in Baltimore 
the way he has seen Him move in 
Cleveland. 

“Cleveland Hope is the finest ex-
pression of all things Southern Baptist 
that I have ever seen,” he shares. “It’s 
because you have your multiple agen-
cies, state conventions, local associa-
tion, big churches, small churches, 
evangelicals, businesses, civic leaders, 
colleges, BCMs [Baptist Collegiate 
Ministries], parachurch ministries, 
individuals, and churches here locally, 
all who’ve come together in partner-
ship in one way, shape or another to 
represent Christ to northeast Ohio.”

He adds, “To see all your relatives, 
if you will, come together for the com-
mon good of the Kingdom has really 
been a treat.”

Mackey has enjoyed seeing such 
partnerships develop with at least 35 
different states during the multi-de-
nominational, city-reaching effort in 
Cleveland.

About 56 percent of the people that 
are a part of Cleveland Hope’s 53,000 

prayer partners are evangelicals. To 
date, there are 71 church planting part-
ners from all around North America 
and locally to help plant new churches. 
In community impact efforts, several 
partnerships with corporations, civic 
government and local churches have 
emerged, to come together to paint 
the homes of low-income elderly and 
disabled and to represent Christ in that 
process.

“We’re so thankful for public 
servants in our culture with whom 
we can figure out together how to best 
meet the needs of people. That’s been 
a wonderful experience,” says Mackey, 
who formally served as senior pastor 
of Parma (Ohio) Church, a regional 
church composed of residents from 25 
different cities.

When NAMB first announced its 
Strategic Focus City strategy years ago, 
Mackey decided to send teams from 
Parma Church to each of the focus 
cities just in case God ever wanted to 
send the effort to their city.

Bob Mackey named executive 
director of Embrace Baltimore

continued on page 2
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By Sharon Mager, 
Shannon Baker and Iris White

SOLOMONS, Md.—“Embrace 
the Call” was the theme for this year’s 
171st annual meeting of the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/Delaware 
at the Holiday Inn in Solomons, Md., 
on Nov. 13 and 14. James Nichols, 
BCM/D president officially declared 
the meeting to come to order Mon-
day afternoon and Richard Logsdon, 
Potomac Association director of mis-
sions welcomed the 358 messengers 
and 68 guests. Ken Moss, member of 
Faith Church, Glen Burnie, served as 
parliamentarian.

 This year, messengers elected 
Rick Hancock, pastor of Dunkirk 
Church as the new BCM/D presi-
dent, Byron Day, pastor of Emmanuel 
Church, Laurel, as first vice-president 
and Chris Gudmundsson, pastor of 
First Church, Dundalk, as second 
vice-president. They re-elected Gayle 

Clifton, pastor of Olney Church, 
recording secretary and Bill George, 
pastor of Kensington Church, assis-
tant recording secretary. Messengers 
also approved a $6,934,202, budget 
for BCM/D and a $2,724,500 Skycroft 
budget and extended the BCM/D 
Scotland partnership for another 
three years. 

Mark Adams, General Mission 
Board president, shared highlights 
from the past year, including changing 
the name of the Baptist Center to the 
Baptist Mission Resource Center and 
changing the title of staff from consul-
tant/specialist to missionary. Adams 
also reported the adoption of the 
Strategic Focus Cities Partnership Cov-
enant, ministerial scholarships and the 
hiring of new staff, including Rolando 
Castro as church planting/language 
missions missionary; Freddy Parker 
as the Acts 1:8 missionary and Gayla 
Parker as missions education mission-
ary and WMU executive director. 

Monday Afternoon
Monday’s theme was “Embrac-

ing the Call to Worship.” Throughout 
the meeting, the children of BCM/D 
ministers and lay leaders shared the 
scriptures and prayers. Grace Nichols 
read the scripture, Psalm 100 and Jes-
sica McKay prayed. 

Sherrie McKay, minister of music 
at Bethany Lane Church, coordinated 
the music for the annual meeting. She 
and the Bethany Lane worship team 
led worship on Monday afternoon. 
The team did a dramatic presentation 
of the woman at Bethany who poured 
the oil on Jesus’ feet in an act of wor-
ship as they sang “The Alabaster Jar.”

Robert Smith, Jr., associate pro-
fessor of Divinity, Beeson Divinity 
School, shared the theme message. 
Smith used Jer. 18:5-6. He shared that 
we, like Jeremiah, live between two 
inescapable realities. 

Newly elected 2007 officers of the Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware are (left to right): Rick Hancock, president, 

pastor of Dunkirk Church; Byron Day, vice president, pastor of Emmanuel Church, Laurel; Chris Gudmundsson, second 

vice president, pastor of First Church, Dundalk; Gayle Clifton, recording secretary, pastor of Olney Church, and Bill George, 

assistant recording secretary, pastor of Kensington Church.

continued on page 6



This year as 
we approach 
the Christmas 

and New Year’s 
holidays, I am 
reflecting on one 
of the most poi-
gnant news stories 
of 2006. You will 
recall the terrible 
tragedy that befell 
the Amish commu-
nity in Lancaster, 
Pa. What an un-

speakable act of horror!
In the aftermath of this brutal 

schoolhouse massacre, we were 
witness to a remarkable brand of 
Christianity. Our precious Amish 
brothers and sisters clearly modeled 
an authentic faith. Unfortunately, 
our culture rarely gets to see how 
devoted followers of Jesus Christ 
respond when bad things happen to 
good people. Too often Christians 

are perceived as all being alike in the 
media’s positioning of us. They por-
tray us as narrow- minded, intolerant, 
bigoted, and somehow dangerous. A 
recent movie even carried the PG rat-
ing for “Explicit Christian Content” 
by the Motion Picture Association of 
America (MPAA) as if it were some-
thing to be avoided. That’s how far 
we’ve come.

These amazing Amish, in their 
brief (and unsolicited) national mo-
ment, taught us that genuine Chris-
tian forgiveness, humble spirit and 
submission to the Lordship of Christ 
are still virtues that epitomize Chris-
tianity at its best. It simply caught the 
world off guard. But it was a laser-
like ray of hope in the midst of a dark 
act of violence.

Our times are not unlike the 
times when Jesus was born in Beth-
lehem. God caught the world of that 
day completely off-guard. No one 
expected the Son of God to be born 

in utter obscurity in a tiny Judean 
hamlet. It was a dark and brutal time 
in history. The promise of the coming 
of Messiah had long since vanished 
into hundreds of years of unconsum-
mated longing. This singular act of 
God that night in Bethlehem was like 
a blooming flower that has cut its 
way through a concrete sidewalk. It 
offered the prospect of hope where 
despair had reigned supreme.  

I challenge you and your family 
to enter this Christmas season with 
a renewed sense of how simple and 
basic the real message of Christmas 
is: “God with us, Emmanuel!”

I have folks in my life that will 
occasionally encourage me by saying, 
“I’m with you, man!” Though appre-
ciated, that pales in significance when 
you consider what it means for God 
to be with us! The simple truth is that 
God’s direct and personal involve-
ment in our lives is what Christmas is 
really all about.  

Years ago, Bette Midler popular-
ized a song entitled, “From A Dis-
tance.” The song basically portrayed 
that God is out there watching us 
from some sort of macro perspective. 
It is a beautiful recording and it was a 
huge hit for Midler. But nothing could 
be further from the truth. Our God is 
not off somewhere, unmindful, uncar-
ing, or uninvolved in our lives! 

Christmas proves the opposite. 
That’s the real message of Christmas 
as I see it. The Bible teaches us in 
Colossians 1 and in Romans 8 that 
our God actually lives in our bodies, 
through the person of the Holy Spirit. 
Not from a distance, but up close and 
personal! He is with us at a founda-
tional and relational level. We must 
let the world around us see genuine 
Christianity, exactly as the Amish 
have done so beautifully in their 
hour of trial! That would be our best 
Christmas gift to our culture. If you 
agree, say “amen!”

[This is an excerpt of David Lee’s 
message at the BCM/D Annual Meet-
ing. For the complete transcript of 
Lee’s message, go to  www.your
bcmd.org/findaway.]

This has to be 
one of the 
most remark-

able stories in the 
entire New Testa-
ment. It is a simple, 
straight-forward 
story. Four men 
upon learning that 
Jesus was in the 
house tore a hole in 
a roof and lowered 
a paralyzed man 

in front of Jesus. Jesus responds to 
their faith and heals the paralytic and 
forgives his sins.

I want to address you as messen-
gers of this convention and as leaders 
in your local churches. I want to plead 
with you to exercise the same passion 
and determination as was exhibited 
by this band of brothers. I beg you not 
to be deterred by what is difficult. I 
ask you not to give up when people 
say, “There is no way.” I want to im-
plore you to “please find a way.”

Please find a way to get the 
gospel to the streets. Don’t miss the 
setting. This [story] did not take place 
in a church building. It took place 
in a man’s house. These men were 
not bringing their friend to church. 
They were bringing him to Jesus. 
By the way, Jesus never endorsed a 
“come to church and get it” approach 
to evangelizing the world. His has 
always been an “as you go” strategy. 
He intended for us to go to them and 
bring them to Jesus.

Please find a way to complete 
the disciple-making task. Southern 
Baptists are good at doing a number 
of things. I still believe ours is the 
very best approach for sending and 
resourcing a missionary force. We 
are good at keeping the Word of God 
central in what we do. 

Please find a way to help reach 
our urban centers. Jesus spent a 
significant amount of his time in 
the cities. Paul traveled from city to 
city. There is one primary reason for 
that—they both wanted to engage the 
population centers. 

Embrace Baltimore is a reality. The 
documents have been signed. Baptist 
Press has reported it. It is official. We 
have prayed and worked and now the 

open door is before us. What we have 
is an opportunity to embrace our larg-
est city with the love of Jesus Christ in 
a way and to a degree greater than we 
have known as Maryland/Delaware 
Baptists.

Please find a way to save our 
children and our grandchildren. 
I know that I sound like a broken 
record. I will not quit bringing this up 
until it is no longer an issue. Let me 
talk some heart stuff with you. Some 
of us in this room know exactly what 
I am talking about. It hurts to talk 
about it. We don’t need to be remind-
ed of the statistics. We know in our 
own homes and in our own churches 
that we are in danger of losing a gen-
eration.

There are signs of hope. I heard 
a report recently about a number 
of our churches that are employing 
children’s ministers. Other churches 
are refocusing efforts on building 
disciple-based student ministries. 
There is new energy and excitement. 
Unfortunately, this is not the major-
ity report. I plead with you. I beg you. 
Please find a way to reach the world’s 
children and our grandchildren with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ while there 
is still time.

Please find a way to get your 
people on the mission field. We are 
to be missionaries in “our Jerusalem, 
our Judea, in Samaria, and to the ut-
termost parts of the world.” I know of 
nothing that will have more impact 
for the cause of Christ and have more 
transforming significance in the life 
of your church than to mobilize your 
members and connect them to the 
mission field. Please find a way to 
get your people excited again about 
missions. Let’s find a way to help all 
Maryland/Delaware Baptists redis-
cover their missionary opportunities 
and responsibilities. Let’s find ways 
to expand our Acts 1:8 partnership.

I remind you that it will not 
be easy to implement such a plan. 
Those four men could have found a 
mountain of excuses; they could have 
given some legitimate reasons for 
not getting their friend to Jesus. Yet, 
they found a way. Love trumped all 
those excuses and all those reasons. 
Love removed all the barriers. And it 
still does! And all of us know that, if 
we find a way to get people to Jesus, 
Jesus will do His part and more.

Maryland/Delaware Baptists, we 
must find a way!
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“We wanted to know how to be 
good hosts, and so Parma Church sent 
teams to Chicago, Boston, Philadel-
phia, Miami and Vancouver, all SFC 
cities. So for me as a pastor and now 
as an executive director [of Cleveland 
Hope], it’s been a very interesting 
journey.”

He remembers, “When I first read 
about SFC at Salt Lake City [when it 
was first announced], I just began to 
cry because I couldn’t believe that 
God might orchestrate this particular 
organization called Southern Baptists 
to come to a city where I was serving 
and figure out how to partner togeth-
er to represent Christ well.”

Prior to serving at Parma, Mackey, 
who earned degrees from Hannibal-
LaGrange College and Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Kansas City, Mo., served as senior 
pastor of Oak Haven Church in Mem-
phis, Tenn., and Star Hope Church in 
Ellsberry, Mo.; and as a bi-vocational 
pastor at Indian Creek Church in New 
Hartford, Mo.

He and his wife Jennifer have 
three children, Matthew, who is a 
graduate of Liberty University in 
Lynchburg, Va.; Jonathan, who is 
studying for the ministry at Hannibal-
LaGrange College in Hannibal, Mo.; 
and Alicia, who will graduate from 

high school next year.
In his newest endeavor, he looks 

to Jer. 29:7, which exhorts people to 
seek the peace and prosperity of the 
city to which God has carried them, 
because if it prospers, they, too, will 
prosper.

“In the long run, it encourages 
people of faith to really pray for 
and invest in the welfare of the city 
that they’re in. I think that is a great 
Christian perspective towards any 
city and region where you live,” he 
says.

“So many times we could get 
focused on just our portion of the city 
or our section of a community and 

have no sense of cooperation or coor-
dination with others who are in the 
region. The Bible is pretty clear about 
praying for the welfare, the benefit or 
the prosperity of the city where you 
are, as believers, because as it pros-
pers, so will you. Not to mention pray-
ing for spiritual prosperity, that people 
will think seriously and give serious 
consideration to the claims of Christ.”

Referring to Jer. 29:11, he adds, 
“Whatever the ultimate plans are for 
Embrace Baltimore, I have a great 
conviction that He already knows 
what they are. It’s our responsibility to 
try to discover them and then have the 
courage to implement them.”

continued from page 1

Bob Mackey named director of Embrace Baltimore

Please find a way! Mark 2:1-12



BL • November 2005 • 3
AssociationLIFE comes primarily from church and association newsletters, bulletins and written reports on events that are sent to Baptist LIFE. Due to space 

restrictions, articles received may be edited. You may feel free to fax news to us at (410) 290-6627 or e-mail to Sharon Mager at srmwriter@hotmail.com. Obituaries 

are edited due to space restrictions.

Arundel Association

This year’s Christmas musi-
cal, “To God Be the Glory!” at Faith 
Church, Glen Burnie, will be on Dec. 
3-4 and again on Dec. 6-7. Tickets are 
free, but must be reserved. 

Faith Church hosted a communi-
ty dodge ball tournament last month 
in its family life center. 

The church’s youth group will 
visit a local nursing home on Dec. 20.

Members of New Beginnings 
Church & Ministries, Pasadena, 
took part in the Pasadena Business 
Association’s annual Thanksgiving 
Day parade. Church members wore 
shirts with the church’s name on 
them. 

New Hope Community Church, 
Pasadena, has a new home – its first 
permanent abode since its opening 
nine years ago. The church moved to 
7609 Energy Parkway, in an indus-
trial park, not far from its former 
meeting location at Solley Elemen-
tary School. Larry Baker, New Hope’s 
pastor, is excited about the oppor-
tunities the new building will offer 
the church in its efforts to reach the 
Pasadena, Glen Burnie and Curtis 
Bay areas nearby.

Baltimore Association

Ladies from First Church, 
Dundalk, have been making Christ-
mas crafts that will be included with 
toiletry bags of toothpaste, razors, 
shaving cream and aftershaves to 
give to veterans at a local VA hospital 
before Christmas. 

Northside Church had an instal-
lation service on Nov. 12 for its new 
pastor, Reginald Turner. 

Turner was born in Sumter, S.C. 
He majored in Chemistry at Boston 
University, then graduated from the 
University of Rhode Island with his 
bachelors in Chemistry/Biology, and 
returned later to attend graduate 
school at Boston University majoring 
in engineering. While working as a 
Systems Engineer for Wang Labora-
tories, Turner accepted the call to the 
ministry and was licensed to preach 
in 1988. He graduated with a Master 
of Divinity degree from Andover 
Newton Theological School in 1992 
and received his Doctorate of Minis-
try five years later. 

Turner and his wife, Trude Cooke 
Turner, recently moved to Catonsville 
with their children, Sebastian Alex-
ander, 4; Samuel Austin, 3; and Sajani 
Alese, 15 months. Turner is a Spe-
cial Education science teacher with 
the Howard County Public School 
System.  

One hundred fifty people repre-
senting 15 different countries at-
tended Nepali Church’s block party 
at Faith Theological Seminary on 

Walker Avenue in Towson. They of-
fered Nepali/American foods, cloth-
ing and kitchen item give-aways, 
puppet shows, face painting and 
gospel presentations.

 Several Christian medical profes-
sionals provided medical screening for 
50 people. One of those being screened 
was found to be in a dangerous medi-
cal condition and was referred for an 
immediate medical follow-up. 

Seven children accepted Christ 
at the event and five others asked for 
more information. Church members 
gave away 25 Nepali Bibles, six Ne-
pali DVD’s and many NIV Bibles. 

“God provided us with very sun-
ny weather. We experienced peace, 
joy and abundance of His existence 
during the whole event,” Cho said. 

Blue Ridge Association

The Blue Ridge Association will 
have its annual ministers’ confer-
ence on Dec. 2 at Skycroft Conference 
Center. 

Daybreak Community Church, 
New Market, will have a ginger-
bread house contest on Dec. 16. The 
church is providing all the materials 
and families are invited to come have 
fun together designing their own 
gingerbread houses. There will also 
be games, music and prizes through-
out the event. 

Faith Church, Knoxville, had a 
craft bazaar last month and a student 
sponsored Thanksgiving dinner.

The church’s youth sponsor a 
lunch each month after morning wor-
ship. 

Delaware Association

Members of Greensboro Church 
make and send Christmas cards and 
homemade cookies to inmates. Lee 
Funderbuck, wife of Greensboro 
pastor, Michael Funderbuck, saw an 
article in Homelife magazine several 
years ago before she came to Greens-
boro about a similar ministry and 
began thinking it was something she 
wanted  to be a part of. 

When she brought up the idea 
last year the church readily em-
braced it. Funderbuck said she just 
announced a time to come and make 
the cards and many people came, in-
cluding many from the senior ladies 
Sunday school class and the Just Old-
er Youth seniors group. They made 
the cards, wrote personal encourag-
ing messages on them and delivered 
them to the prisons in bundles along 
with homemade cookies. They also 
included tracts, information about 
the church and candy canes with 
the story of the candy cane attached.  
The church delivered the packages 
to about 300 inmates/prison workers 
last year.

Eastern Association

The Woman’s Missionary Union 
at Fenwick Island Church, Sel-
byville, Del., participates in a special 
summer project each year. This year 
it was called “Mile of Nickels.” All 
of the Sunday School classes had 
fun collecting nickels this summer 
and taping them to yards of ribbon. 
The pastor set aside a special time 
of prayer and praise for the offering, 
which was sent to the LINK Minis-
tries in Oklahoma. The church sup-
ports the Native American Link, Inc. 
directed by Willene Pierce. 

Soul Discovery Church, Salis-
bury, will host the nationally known 
recording Christian rock group 
“Decemberadio” on Dec. 3. Phil 
Hairson, worship leader, said he’s ex-
cited about the group coming to the 
Salisbury area. It’s the first time the 
church has had a major music group 
come for a concert. The church has 
sent out mailings to churches invit-
ing them to be a part of that event. 

The church meets at “The Foun-
tains,” a wedding and banquet 
facility in Salisbury. They’ve been 
there a little more than a year. While 
meeting at the Shorebirds Stadium’s 
Comcast executive rooms, attendance 

was about 50-75. Now they’re averag-
ing 200 a week with about five new 
visitors each week. Soul Discovery 
became its own entity this summer 
and now has office space on River-
side Drive. 

Mid-Maryland Association

Faith Family Church, Finks-
burg, hosted Mid-Maryland As-
sociation’s ministers and spouses’ 
celebration last month. 

Hampstead Church hosted a 
Bible missions conference with spe-
cial food, music and testimonies. 

Rick Beachem of Hope Church, 
Laurel, recently returned from a Mis-
sissippi sponsored vision trip to an 
Asian country, where he and others 
worked to establish a relationship 
with the people to evangelize and to 
plant house churches in a remote city. 

Beachem went with five others, 
Paul and Diane Langston, Ogletown 
Church, David Orr, pastor of Weems 
Creek Church and Jeff Pearson, 
church planter of The Bridge Church 
at Kent Island. Beachem said the 
group did a lot of prayer walking and 
just engaging the people and being 
friendly to them. Six people came to 
know Christ through personal evan-
gelism and those six led 25 others to 
Christ in two days. 

“It was like watching the book of 
Acts being displayed in front of you,” 
Beachem said. 

Mid-Maryland Association 
recently had its annual church sum-
mit and missions reunion at South 
Columbia Church. Larry Wilhelm, 
a local caterer and Katrina Mission 
trip food service volunteer coordina-
tor, provided a buffet dinner. Mission 
teams throughout the association 
shared testimony and the association 
leaders shared their visions for mis-
sions for the upcoming year. 

A mission team from Mt. Airy 
Church recently returned from India. 
They’re working with the Interna-
tional Mission Board in reaching an 
unreached people group. 

 
Montgomery Association

Georgia Avenue Church, Whea-
ton, members knit and crochet hats. 
The church’s youth deliver the hats 
to the American Cancer Society for 
distribution. 

Global Mission Church, Silver 
Spring, celebrated its 32nd anniver-
sary on Nov. 5. 

Potomac Association

Lexington Park Church hosted a 
seminar for men called “Success that 
Matters.” 

Potomac Association’s new 
volunteer coordinator is Bill Wootan. 
Wootan, a member of First Church, 
Waldorf, will help churches seeking 
local, state, national and international 
missions opportunities. 

Joy Christian Fellowship, Wal-
dorf, is now meeting at 12070 Old 
Line Center, Waldorf. Services begin 
at 10 a.m. on Sundays and youth 
meetings are at 7 p.m. on Thursdays. 

First Church, La Plata, and 
Maryland Point Church, Nanjemoy, 
will co-host their coffeehouse, “The 
Cup” at First Church, La Plata, at 8 
p.m. on Dec. 15. Kim Liberto is this 
month’s performer. The coffeehouse’s 
website is www.myspace.com/the-
cupcoffeehouse. 

First Church of St. Charles, 
Waldorf,  twelve couples attended 
the “4 Foundational Laws of Mar-
riage” conference. The range was 
from couples engaged to those mar-
ried for 51 years. A thanksgiving 

dinner was held for the homeless on 
Saturday, Nov. 25. The fourth annual 
Dinner Theatre was held on Dec. 1, 2, 
and 3.  “Money in Marriage” study 
is planned for Jan. 12-13 along with a 
“Purity Principle” study on Feb. 2-3 
for college, career and high school 
students.

Prince George’s Association

Byron Day, pastor of Emmanuel 
Church, Laurel, preached revival 
services at Georgia Avenue recently. 
Emmanuel’s choir shared music.  

Pastors Ramy James and Evens 
Glover, Faith Community Church, 
Greenbelt, baptized five new be-
lievers on Oct. 14 in the waters of 
the Chesapeake Bay at Sandy Park 
State Park. It was a chilly day and 
James said the water was even cooler. 
If they would have checked the 
weather forecast they might have had 
second thoughts, James said, but he’s 
glad they didn’t. 

“It was an awesome experience,” 
he said. 

James said they wanted to go 
somewhere where they could get a 
Jordan River type experience in an 
original body of water God created.  

“It has the element of being part 
of a greater creation when you get 
baptized in a river or lake,” he said. 

Faith celebrated its fifth anniver-
sary on Oct. 22. James said prayers 
are being answered and people are 
coming to know Jesus. 

The church meets from 9:30 to 
1:30 on Sundays at White Oak Middle 
School, New Hampshire Avenue, for 
Sunday school and worship. They 
meet again from 7-10 p.m. for Bible 
study and prayer on Wednesdays. 

Susquehanna Association

First Church, Elkton, is collect-
ing new hats, gloves, scarves and 
mittens for Homefront Christian 
Outreach to distribute to those in 
need. 

First Church member, Andrew 
Rittenhouse, serves as a missionary 
teacher of theology in a Seminary in 
Malawi, Africa. Rittenhouse regularly 
shares his praises, prayer requests and 
needs with his home church.

The guys from Pathways Church, 
Bel Air, enjoy some contact sport fel-
lowship by playing tackle football on 
Saturdays at a local high school. 

The church had a family night 
last month with a popular family 
movie, popcorn and sodas. Members 
and friends will bring their favorite 
holiday foods and “white elephant” 
gifts for a Christmas party later this 
month. 

On Sunday, Nov. 5, Towne 
Church, Joppa, held a Mortgage 
Burning Ceremony to celebrate pay-
ing off their mortgage 15 years early. 
Towne will begin a building cam-
paign in the near future. Their vision 
is to build a new sanctuary with more 
seating capacity to accommodate the 
growing number of people attending 
worship services and Sunday School.

Western Association

Women on Mission at Second 
Church, Cumberland, met for a 
program called “The Refuge in the 
Storm,” to learn about disaster relief 
teams from Maryland and teams 
working with the North American 
Mission Board and the International 
Mission Board. Women also brought 
items to send to local college students 
during this meeting. 

Second Church hosted an Inter-
national Mission Study last month, 
which focused on Nigeria. 
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Montgom-
ery As-
sociation 

is an exciting and 
enriching place to 
minister. Church 
planting is one facet 
of my many respon-
sibilities as director 
of missions/church 
planter strategist. 
It is one of our four 
associational min-
istry priorities. Our 

mission statement is “Churches on 
mission in fellowship for the kingdom 
of Jesus Christ.” Church planting and 
strengthening churches complement 
each other. The principles that make 
new church plants healthier and more 
missional also work in established 
churches, as well.

The world is coming in waves to 
Montgomery County. Whether a new 
work is primarily Anglo, multicul-
tural, or a targeted ethnic plant, every 
new church here starts and grows in 
this uniquely diverse, cross-cultural 
setting. About 28% of Montgomery 
County’s population is foreign-born. 
Over 160 ethnic groups reside within 
its boundaries. 

The Gospel never changes, but 
how it is communicated affects its 

understanding. Our county is grow-
ing in number with immigrants who 
need a church which communicates 
the Gospel in their familiar language 
and culture. Often God calls new 
pastors to plant ethnic churches 
here, so our association and the state 
convention come along side them to 
assist them in the process. Most of the 
time the language groups and pastors 
already know the need exists. Many 
of the specific people groups are first 
generation immigrants and thus, re-
tain many of their beliefs and customs 
from their home countries. The same 
could be said of some second and 
third generation ethnics, but gener-
ally their needs are different, so they 
often fit better into an existing Eng-
lish-speaking multicultural church, 
an English-speaking worship service 
designed for them, or a new church 
targeted to meet their needs. 

During my seven-year tenure, the 
following are specific ethnic groups 
some of our churches have sought 
to reach with the Gospel: Korean, 
Hispanic, Chinese, African-American, 
African (specific countries of both 
English and French languages), Anglo, 
Korean English-speaking internation-
al, and Burmese, which is currently in 
process.  All of our churches have an 
openness to multicultural fellowship.

The large majority of our church 
planters are indigenous, rising up 
from within the area. This is prefer-
able because of cost of housing. Also, 
local planters relate better to the 
cultural needs of the people already 
here, requiring less assimilation time.

Models for our new church 
plants vary: (1) cold starts, (2) “adop-
tion,” in which a church meets in 
another church’s facility, (3) “church 
within a church” merger, (4) inter-
national English-speaking ministry 
within an ethnic church, (5) “nomad-
ic church” meeting within a school, 
a theater, or other facility, (6) satellite 
congregation, and (7) cell church. We 
are exploring the organic or house 
church model and the video venue 
model, as well. 

There is much I have to learn, but 
here are some lessons I have discov-
ered:

Church planting is more rela-
tionship-centered than project-fo-
cused. This requires patience to wait 
for God to act, a willingness to learn 
from each other and a genuine love 
for people which comes from God’s 
love for us. 

Worldview affects all we do... 
how we interpret the Bible, our ac-
tions, our relationships, how we plant 
churches. We need to seek to under-

stand each other’s worldviews. The 
Gospel and God’s love are universal. 

Celebrate the similarities and 
the differences of our cultural 
diversity. We are all part of God’s 
creation and as we work together our 
lives are richer for it.

Church planting is a partner-
ship. The association in partnership 
with the state convention and the 
North American Mission Board and 
other partners provides an unpar-
alleled support system for every 
church planter. This should not be 
missed. Our five point system of 
support includes: assessment, parent 
church, coaching/mentoring, planter 
training and incubator fellowships.

Above all, only God can ulti-
mately plant and grow churches. 
Church planting is a faith journey. 
This ministry is way over our heads. 
More than ever before, we must be 
dependent upon the power of God 
to accomplish His purposes. This 
requires much prayer. With God all 
things are possible. 

Ron Blankenship is the director of 
missions/church planter strategist for 
Montgomery Association. He can be 

reached at ronmba1613@aol.com 
or by phone at (301) 740-7145.

Church planting in Montgomery County
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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

WHEATON, Md.—Sixty-four-
year-old Jim Shirlen was a Sunday 
School teacher, a graphic artist and 

an insurance salesman. He shakes 
his head in wonder at the road God 
has led him on to bring him to where 
he is now – a pastor of International 
Ministry, a church within a church, at 
Global Mission Church. Its an enigma, 
a mature Anglo silver-haired pastor 
preaching in front of over 100 smiling 
young professional Koreans. His 60-
something year old wife, Lynda, plays 
keyboard in the praise band, which is 
mostly Korean. When they sing “What 
a Friend We Have in Jesus,” it’s with 
an oriental accent. It’s ironic, but the 
church loves Shirlen and he loves the 
church.

Shirlen provided pulpit supply 
for several weeks for the small group 
meeting in a room at Global Mission. 
The church asked him to stay. Shirlen 
did and the population in that group 
exploded.  

Before taking on this pastorate, 
Shirlen and his wife Lynda had re-
tired and were considering migrating 

to Florida to sit on a veranda and sip 
lemonade by the water. But God had 
different plans for this golden couple. 

“I didn’t know what I was doing. 
I knew nothing about the Korean cul-
ture. I wasn’t a minister,” Shirlen said, 

chuckling. 
 “Not in my 

wildest imagi-
nation did I 
think that this 
small church 
that barely 
brought 15 peo-
ple each week 
would grow to 
over 100 within 
three years. 
God had a 
plan.” 

Shirlen at-
tended Mon-
trose Church 
years ago. 
Robert Crow-
ley, the pastor 
at that time, 

taught the adult Sunday School class. 
After awhile, it got hard for Crowley 
to teach and preach, so he turned 
the class of about 40 students over 
to Shirlen. The class began to grow 
and soon it was averaging over 100 
in attendance each week and topping 
out at over 170. He was told he had 
a church within a church. He didn’t 
know what God was preparing him 
for at that time.

Later, Shirlen felt that God placed 
it upon his heart to help churches that 
were struggling. He talked to Mont-
gomery Association’s director of mis-
sions, Ron Blankenship, who encour-
aged Shirlen and began sending him 
to different churches. When he visited 
Global Mission’s International Minis-
try, which was struggling with about 
15 members, they asked him to stay. 
Just like at Montrose, people began 
coming. Shirlen said soon they’ll have 
to find a new location or start having 
multiple services. 

The church began as a ministry 
to Koreans who prefer an English-
speaking church. Some are Korean/
American mixed couples, and some are 
second generation Koreans who have 
attended English-speaking schools 
and are just more comfortable with the 
English. 

“They didn’t want a Korean who 
speaks English,” Shirlen said. They 
wanted someone who speaks English 
as their main language, who can teach 
using all the nuances and slang in the 
language. 

Shirlen seems an unusual, but per-
fect fit for the church. They enjoy his 
relaxed conversational preaching and 
laugh easily at his humor. 

The bond they share was partially 
sparked by tragedy. On April 19, 2004, 
shortly after the Shirlens began minis-
tering at the church, their only daugh-
ter, Teresa Freed, was walking around 
the school with her husband and their 
five-month-old baby on a beautiful 
evening. She saw the principal in his 
office and decided to go talk to him. 
She handed the baby to her husband, 
started to walk off and her heart sud-
denly stopped beating. She was just 
31-years-old. 

“The night my daughter died, the 
praise band came to our house and 
prayed and cried with us. When they 
were leaving, all the Korean young la-
dies whispered in my ear “I’ll be your 
daughter.” They’ve been my sons and 
daughters and I have a love for them 
that is unbelievable. 

That love has bonded pastor and 
congregation, breaking age and cul-
tural barriers. 

“We love him,” Kyu Lund said 
with a huge smile, hugging Shirlen. 
Others around shook their heads smil-
ing and agreeing with Lund. 

Shirlen said his unique position – 
an American English-speaking pastor 
ministering in an international church 
is going to be a growing trend as 
second generation internationals begin 
seeking English-speaking ministries. 

Love breaks barriers in English-speaking international church

Ron Blankenship

Director of 

Missions/

Church Planter 

Strategist

ADVERTISEMENT

Three pastors of Global Mission Church pictured above are: 

James Byun, minister of English Ministry; Dennis Kim, senior 

pastor; and Jim Shirlen, pastor of International Ministry.

Looking for some 
creative infusion in 
your ministry?

The 2007
Creativity 
Conference
6-9:30 PM • January 18 
Covenant Church, 
Ellicott City, MD

Join Tommy Hilliker from 
Saddleback Church in CA 
and Tina Dula from North 
Point Church in GA as 
they share their stories on 
generating creativity and 
making things happen. 

For: Youth and Music leaders 
looking for some creative 
infusion in their ministries.

Featuring: Performers from 
YPAC: The Performing and 
Visual Arts Camp for Students

Registration/Information: 
Call (800) 466-5290, ext. 224, 
email charper@bcmd.org or 
register online with a credit 
card at www.yourbcmd.
org/creativity.

Sponsored by the Baptist 
Convention of MD/DE
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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer 

TANEYTOWN, Md.—Gary Bu-
chman, pastor of Taneytown Church, 
has a passion for teaching God’s 
word, for loving his wife and fam-
ily and for hunting. Now Buchman’s 
using his appreciation for the great 
outdoors as part of a men’s ministry. 
So far, three men have made first 
time commitments to Christ and over 
a dozen have re-dedicated their lives 
to Him through that ministry.

Buchman attributes his enjoy-
ment of being out in the wild to his 
father, Bill Buchman. The family 
lived on a farm in Westminster and 
hunting and trapping became a way 
of life, not just for them, but for the 
community. No matter what was 
going on in school, the first day of 
hunting season – squirrel, rabbit, 
raccoon, deer… was an automatic 
holiday, Buchman said.

 The elder Buchman worked 
from 4 p.m. to midnight at Black and 
Decker and picked up other other 
jobs during the day. There wasn’t a 
lot of leisure time, but hunting was a 
necessity and it became a father-son 
bonding time that’s lasted to this day.

“We hunted last evening. I shot 
a nice buck and he helped me bring 
him in,” Buchman said. The father 
and son worked together, laugh-
ing and sharing old hunting stories 
through the evening. 

That’s the kind of camarade-
rie Buchman wants the men in his 
church to enjoy with each other. And 
through that fellowship, 
relationships can form 
and grow and men will 
have more opportunities 
to share Christ.

At the beginning 
of the year, the church 
started having breakfasts 
for hunters and fisher-
men about every three 
months. The format is 
usually breakfast first, 
cooked by church vol-
unteers, then maybe a 
few outdoorsy jokes, the 
special speaker, then 
awarding door prizes. 
Buchman said one of the 
biggest draws for the men 
is getting together, shar-
ing stories and pictures 
and just having a good 
time. Often speakers will 
stay afterwards to share a 
special skill such as tying 
knots or casting. 

Speakers so far have included 
wildlife biologist, Ian Godwin, who 
leads chapel services at Pro-Bass 
Tournaments and is the Mid-Atlantic 
Division director of “The Fishers of 
Men National Tournament Trail;” 
Rick Wilson, a Hagerstown resident 
who began the Farmers and Hunters 
Feeding the Hungry ministry and 

John Zent, editor of the National Rifle 
Association’s “American Hunter” 
magazine. 

About 40 men came to the first 
quarterly breakfast. Now about 60 
are regularly attending. Church 
members are bringing friends, rela-
tives and hunting and fishing bud-
dies. Buchman said it’s a great event 
to invite men to.

The church will have an end of 
the year hunting celebration dinner 

for the whole family on Jan. 27. It will 
be a “Deer, Steer or Game and Tame” 
covered dish dinner – that way it 

encompasses everyone, 
even those non-hunters 
and non-game eaters. 
They’ll also have prizes 
for best pictures, stories 
and even an “ugly 
buck” contest just for 
fun based on old deer 
horns. 

According to Joy 
Rancatore, Southeast-
ern Baptist Theological 
Seminary’s News and 
Information Specialist, 
more than 149 mil-
lion people recreate 
outdoors each year. 
Unfortunately, many do 
not know the creator of 
that beauty. 

Those interested in 
beginning an outdoor 

ministry may be inter-
ested in Southeastern’s 
upcoming seminar, the 
“Trail to Adventure 

Training Conference” on Jan. 5-6, 
2007. The event is designed to help 
pastors and lay leaders learn how to 
begin outdoor ministries through 
such activities as hunting, fishing, 
biking, canoeing and hiking. 

For more information, see the semi-
nary’s website, www.sebts.edu/outdoor.

Taneytown Church hunts and fishes for men

By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

BALTIMORE, Md.—Wafts of 
dreamy lullabies and happy 
kids’ songs float through the 
air, and caricatures of lady-
bugs, fireflies and flowers gar-
nish the bright yellow walls. 

The Federal Hill row 
home-sized boutique showcas-
es rows of children’s clothing 
divided by gender, with rib-
bon-adorned labels revealing 
sizes, infant to 14. Colorful toys 
and baby equipment occupy 
shelves and a small entertain-
ment area provides pleasurable 
distractions for children.

A community news bul-
letin board shares announce-
ments of neighborhood events, 
and brightly colored prints 
from local artists, also for sale, 
decorate the space. 

The boutique’s atmosphere 
is peaceful, friendly and … 
different.

Situated on the busy 
Charles Street in downtown 
Baltimore, the Ladybugs & 
Fireflies children’s consign-
ment boutique is intentionally 
upscale. But as a Christian-
owned business, it is also 
intentional about its witness 
for Christ.

Opened in April 2005, the 
boutique, co-owned by Kelly Coxe, 
Steffanie Martin and Angie Piccone, 
is named after Betty Hager and Fred 
Bock’s Christmas musical, “Angels, 
Lambs, Ladybugs & Fireflies.” Martin, 
whose father was a music minister, 
fondly remembers the play’s lyrics 
from her childhood: “Angels, lambs, 
ladybugs and fireflies told everyone in 
sight/that Jesus was born on Christmas 
night.”

From the tiniest ladybug on up, 
everyone came to proclaim the birth 

of Jesus, Martin explains. In the same 
way, the three co-owners of Lady-
bugs & Fireflies seek to proclaim 
Jesus through their business.

The boutique sells gently used 
children’s and maternity clothing, 
baby equipment, toys, and books, 
with prices ranging from $2 to $40. 
New items such as Bobux shoes, Sas-
safras cooking kits and small baby 
and birthday gifts are also offered. 

The shop owners carefully pack-
age purchases in tissue paper, cute 
ribbon and customized shopping 
bags to elevate the purchase beyond 
a consignment sale. 

“We want our customers to leave 
feeling like they just shopped in an 

upscale boutique,” Martin says. The 
extra expense is worth it, especially 
for the patrons who cannot afford 
to go and buy new items for their 

children. 
“We don’t want anyone to feel 

ashamed that she has had to buy 
from a consignment store,” she 
adds.

At seasons’ end, the Ladybugs 
& Fireflies ladies look through 
leftover stock to donate to un-
derprivileged families, adoption 
agencies and shelters for battered 
women and children. Oftentimes, 
consigners opt to donate their 
proceeds to local schools.

The store’s owners first met 
at a “getting to know you” small 
group function sponsored by 
their church, Streetlite Christian 
Fellowship, where Martin’s hus-
band serves as pastor of maturity. 
All three discovered that they 
were stay-at-home moms who 
wanted to plant themselves into 
their community and make a dif-
ference for Christ.

Martin missed the com-
munity consignment shops that 
dotted the landscape of her native 
South Carolina. Coxe, also from 
South Carolina, missed her retail 
sales management background, 
where she worked at Ann Taylor, 
Williams Sonoma and other retail 
giants. Piccone’s contagious faith 
compelled her to start something 

new in her life.
Over time, the casual “what if?” 

conversations led to planning meet-
ings, strategically set for 6 a.m., before 
the women’s families had to prepare 
for the day.

“We knew we wanted to honor 
God in all that we do,” Martin says, 
indicating the trio’s highest priority. 
“Every time we meet, we start the 
meeting with prayer. We want people 
to sense something different when 
they come in our door.”

With careful research by the 
team and start-up funds loaned by 
Martin’s parents, it was time to open 
the business.

Now in its second year, Ladybugs 
& Fireflies is open Tuesday through 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The hours allow each of the moms 
to focus on their family, preparing 
their children for school and protect-
ing the precious dinnertimes. The 
workdays are divided among the 
three, which allows each one easily to 
schedule their volunteer activity and 
other duties. All three agree that the 
business is a gift from God.

 “I loved working before I had 
kids,” Coxe shared. “[This work] is 
great because I can be with my kids 
and still be a woman who thinks and 
designs.”

Coxe, who has two children, also 
loves the community connection. 

“I really missed knowing every-
one like I did in my hometown. Now, 
we are getting to know all the other 
shop owners, the UPS guy and the 
postal workers,” she said.

The owners also seek to know 
their customers by name and to offer 
listening ears to the moms who need 
to talk about their parental chal-
lenges. On several occasions, these 
conversations led Piccone to invite 
customers to church. To her great 
delight, many have come.

“You can tell where [our custom-
ers’] hearts are and can talk to them 
about God,” Martin says. “Other 
times, you can be a smiling face.”

The smile is felt. On this day, a 
customer picks up her child and asks, 
“Do you guys consign children?” 

Martin was quick to reply, with 
laughter in her voice. “Every now 
and then…But they are very expen-
sive!”

For more information, visit online 
at www.ladybugsandfireflies.com or call 

(410) 244-0472.

‘Ladybugs & Fireflies’: Baltimore business offers segue to 

matters of the faith

Kelly Coxe, co-owner of ‘Ladybugs & Fireflies’  

shows her daughter around the shop.

Gary Buchman ( on the right), pastor of Taneytown Church, attri-

tutes his love of the outdoors to his father, Bill Buchman (on the 

left). Gary Buchman is reaching men in his community through 

hunting and fishing events sponsored by Taneytown Church.
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BCM/D “Embraces the Call” at 171st Annual Meeting
continued from page 1

In the passage, Smith said Jer-
emiah goes from “sovereign accusa-
tion to sovereign submission.” Jesus, 
in the garden, prayed for the cup to be 
taken away, but in the end accepted 
and embraced his purpose. Paul said 
the things I should not do, I do and the 
things I should do, I don’t. He said we 
serve a God who will not let us go or 
give up on us. 

“You will not be isolated, but you 
will be insulated” Smith said. 

Cindy Barlock, a member of Grace 
Church of Sunset Beach and director of 
BCM/D’s praise team, “PROXIMITY,” 
sang “Redeemer” before James Nichols 
began his presidential address. 

Nichols used Luke 14:25-35. 
“Whatever a person is doing in 

life, it’s important to count the cost 
before doing it,” he said. 

“If someone calls you to blind obe-
dience you’d be a fool not to peak. Je-
sus never called us to blind obedience. 
He told us what would be required,” 
Nichols said. 

Those sacrifices include submis-
sion of every other relationship, the 
willingness to carry our crosses and 
surrender of all ownership to him. 

“What price are you going to pay 
for kingdom expansion? What price is 
your church willing to pay so people 
come to know Jesus Christ?”

Jenna Knox closed the session in 
prayer.

Monday Evening 

The BCM/D Jubilation Orchestra, 
led by Phil Respass, provided pre-ser-
vice music for Monday evening’s meet-
ing. “PROXIMITY” led worship and 
the BCM/D Chorale, under the leader-
ship of Bill Archer, BCM/D missionary 
for music/worship, sang “All Hail the 
Power” and “Once to Every Man and 
Nation.” 

Kelsie Han-
cock read the 
evening’s scrip-
ture verse, Luke 
9:23-26. Chase 
Bell opened with 
prayer. The night’s 
theme was “Em-
bracing the Call to 
Discipleship.” 

David Gor-
don, national 
mission advisor 
for the Baptist 
Union of Scotland 
brought greet-
ings from ”Bonne 
Scotland.” Gor-
don quoted noted atheist, Friedrich 
Nietsche, “If Christians wish me to 
believe in their redeemer why don’t 
they look a bit more redeemed?” 

“People around us are echoing the 
same thing,” Gordon said. 

He said Christians must have the 
affirmation, attitudes and actions of 
servants, being humble, faithful and 
gentle. 

Gordon used cheerfulness, humor 
and personal stories to make his points 
throughout his message. 

After Gordon’s message, Jim 
McBride, Sr., shared that the 2003 

partnership has been very successful. 
Churches in Scotland and in Mary-
land/Delaware are gaining interest 
in partnering. In 2006, teams visited 
seven different churches from the 
North West coast of Scotland to the 
East coast along the North Sea. In 
their latest trip to Scotland, McBride 
said David Lee had the opportunity to 
meet and talk to 12 pastors in loca-
tions spread throughout Scotland 
about the potential for 
partnership ministry. 

“Scotland needs 
spiritual awakening. 
America needs spiritual 
awakening. I don’t care 
which one has it first, 
but I hope together we 
will share it,” McBride 
said. 

Gordon and Lee 
signed an agreement 
extending the Scotland 
partnership for another 
three years. 

Gary Scarborough, 
pastor of Ashton Church, 
shared his testimony. 
Scarborough, who spear-
headed a huge mission trip to Missis-
sippi last year, shared that he grew 
up in church and doesn’t remember a 
time he didn’t know God. He shared 
God’s call to ministry and the way 
He orchestrated Scarborough’s life 
to bring him to where he is today. 
Scarborough said a second big mis-
sion trip to Mississippi is planned for 
June 2007 and everyone is invited to 
participate. 

“If we need accommodations for 
3,000 people we’ll do it,” he said.

There was a special offering taken 
for disaster relief in Mississippi. 

All of this year’s new ministers 
came forward to introduce them-
selves. Then BCM/D missionaries 
gave their presentation. Several spoke 
about Embrace Baltimore. 

Melody Knox, missionary for 
Women’s Ministry, said she was born 
and raised in Baltimore. “We have 
lovely neighborhoods and wonder-
ful people who love the Lord,” she 
said. But drugs and alcohol have been 
destroying so many people. Knox 
said as she sat in her car in the city 
she prayed, “Please deliver them and 
don’t leave them in this state.” Knox 
said God has been hearing hers and 
others’ prayers and a great movement 
is underway. 

Mitch Dowell, Embrace Baltimore 
missionary, said Baltimore has a 

population of 650,000 and ranks fifth 
among U.S. ports. 

“Baltimoreans love their city,” 
he said. “But Charm City is a city in 
crisis. Intermingled with art, culture 
and history is abject poverty, hope-
lessness and despair. We’re privi-
leged to come along and join in work 
already in progress. I believe there is 
hope for Baltimore City – that hope is 
through Jesus Christ.” 

Maina Mwaura, missionary for 
student and children evangelism, said 
a big component of reaching the na-
tion can be through student mission 
trips. 

Gayla Parker, missionary for 
missions education said we may feel 
a wee bit discouraged knowing there 
are 5.5 billion people around the globe 
that do not know Christ, but we must 
be strong and courageous.  

“My Lord, your Lord, our Lord is 
with us,” she said brightly. 

Rolando Castro, missionary 
for church planting and language 
churches said the world is coming to 
our door. Twenty percent of BCM/D 
churches are now language churches. 
The Hispanic churches are growing 
very quickly. Castro led a prayer in 

Spanish. 
David Lee shared from 

Mark 2:1-12 about the men 
who lowered the paralytic 
through the roof. Those 
people found a way to get 
to Jesus. 

Lee suggested a strat-
egy for churches for 2007. 

“Please find a way 
to get the gospel to the 
streets. Please find a way 
to complete the disciple-
making task. Please find a 
way to reach urban centers. 
Please find a way to save 
our children and grandchil-
dren. Please find a way to 

get people on the mission field.” 
It’s the same challenge for the 

people on the roof, he said.
“Love trumped all those barriers 

and still does,” he said. 
Isaiah Limontas closed the session 

with prayer.

Tuesday Morning

Ron Pfeffer and the music and 
worship team from First Church, 
Edgewater, led worship in the Tues-
day morning session. Ariana Castro 
read the scripture, Phil. 2:4-8. Her 

brother Fabian Castro opened with 
prayer. 

Gloria Covington, a member 
of Colonial Church, Randallstown, 
wrote and performed a special song 
for the meeting, “Reach Out.” 

Charles Kelley, Jr., president of 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Sem-
inary, spoke on the morning’s theme, 
“Embracing the Call to Serve.”

Kelley thanked everyone for their 
support and help in di-
saster relief and recovery 
from the Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita. 

All of those at the 
seminary who lost so 
much that can never be 
replaced and who expe-
rienced so much agony 
and trauma, were at the 
seminary in response to 
God and in obedience to 
His call. “Because they 
said, ‘yes,’ they were put 
in harms way,” Kelley 
said.

He noted that some-
times God puts people in 
harm’s way for Kingdom 

service. “There will be a time in ev-
eryone of our lives when the shadow 
of the cross will fall on our lives,” he 
said, pointing to the difficulties he 
and the seminary family experienced 
in the middle of the worst natural 
disaster to ever hit U.S. soil.

“So what do we do with what 
we’ve lost? When we look back, we see 
that it was our loss and our grief that 
allow Jesus to be proclaimed in New 
Orleans. Because we suffered, too, we 
are able to tell others about Jesus,” he 
said.

“We are not always safe,” he 
noted, “but we are always secure.”

David Lee and his wife, Sherry, 
welcomed new BCM/D staff and 
ministers. They also recognized and 
presented plaques for 10 years of ser-
vice to Carol McGiffin, Doug Dubois 
and Lee Gudgeon. Carol Batson was 
honored for 15 years of ministry sup-
port.

In miscellaneous business, Earl 
Gray, chairman of the Public Educa-
tion Impact Study Group, shared a 
report recommending two possible 
approaches to impact public schools 
in response to a motion made by Har-
old Phillips, pastor of Pleasant View 
Church, Port Deposit. Phillips made 
a motion that the BCM/D executive 
director formulate a committee to re-
search what BCM/D churches can do 
to influence the public school curricu-
lum to be more biblically and family 
friendly. The group recommended 
using volunteer opportunities. 

“The easiest way to impact 
schools is to be part of the system – to 
embrace teachers parents and admin-
istrators through a voluntary activ-
ity,” Gray said. He suggested asking 
schools what they need, providing 
supplies, labor for special projects and 
encouragement through acts of kind-
ness. Another suggestion the group 
made was to impact schools through a 
political approach, serving as a school 
board member, or on a committee or 
lobbying for change. Gray said there 
are multiple ways to be involved. 

Jessica McKayJenna KnoxChase Bell Katarina VerderamiMatt Durden Timothy Glisson John Grail

Sherrie McKay, minister of music, Bethany Lane Church, Ellicott City, and 

music and worship leader for the annual meeting, leads worship.

On Monday evening, messengers and guests at the Annual Meeting 

rose to their feet in praise and worship, led by Cindy Barlock and the 

PROXIMITY Priase Band.
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John Faris reported for the Baptist 
Foundation. Faris said the foundation 
had a good year. He presented David 
Lee a check from the foundation to 
the convention, in the 
amount of $182,548.23 
for new church starts 
and for strengthening 
existing churches. 

Robert Gerstmyer 
shared the report for 
Baptist Family and 
Children’s Services. 
Gerstmyer said the 
Good Samaritan Net-
work received 373 calls 
for help, averaging one 
per day. The majority of 
needs were for housing. 
Others were for food, 
clothing, and trans-
portation and for help 
finding jobs. BFCS pro-
vided 450 backpacks for 
children, many from the 
Park Heights area, and 
gave away 481 Christ-
mas gifts. 

Gerstmyer intro-
duced Mike and Connie 
Bouwens, members of 
Catonsville Church, 
who adopted two teens 
this year and are foster parents for 
two more. All of the children have 
come to know Jesus. 

Gerstmyer called the Bouwens 
missionaries through foster care. 

Bruce and Claire Menges, mem-
bers of Leonardtown Church pro-
vided special music, singing “Carry 
the Light.”

Gayla Parker and Caroline Jones 
shared the report for the Woman’s 
Missionary Union. Parker is BCM/D’s 
WMU executive director and Jones is 
the missions innovator and coach for 
the national WMU. Parker said she 
gets lost a lot in Maryland because 
there are so many ways to get to the 
same place. 

“We have one destination - that 
every church member know and be 
involved in missions, but there are a 
thousand ways to get there,” she said. 

Some ways have been traveled on 
for years, such as Acteens, GA’s and 
Women on Mission, but Parker said 
they need to explore other roads. 

Jones said WMU used to give the 
idea of a bunch of gray-haired women 
sitting around reading parts. 

“I’m a gray haired lady, but I’m 
not sitting around. I’m looking for 
new ways for hands-on experience,” 
she said. 

“Dr. Lee, brothers and sisters of 
Maryland and Delaware, the national 
WMU wants to go with you and we 
want to go as far as we can to con-
tinue to embrace the call God has 
extended to us – to be radically on 
mission with Him”

Matthew Durden closed the ses-
sion in prayer. 

Tuesday Afternoon

Jonathan Kempson, First Church, 
Waldorf, led the music and worship. 
Timothy Glisson read the scripture, 
Acts 1:8, and  Katarina Verderami 
prayed the invocation prayer. 

Charles Kelley, Jr. shared the mes-
sage on the theme “The Call to Wit-
ness.” Kelley pointed to God’s respon-
sibility in evangelism. In Matt. 4:19, 

when Jesus says he will make fishers 
of men out of those who follow him, 
Kelley noted that a Christian’s respon-
sibility is to follow Jesus. “The result of 
following him is that everyone will be 
a witness,” Kelley said. “It’s a promise 
that says if you will focus your life on 
him, He will do whatever it takes to be 
a witness for Him.”

He added, “If Jesus is on your 
mind, He will come out of your 
mouth.”

David Cornelius reported for the 
International Mission Board. Cornelius 
told messengers not to pray only for 
missionaries’ safety and health. Those 
are important, but the most important 
thing to pray for, he said, is for them to 
be effective and to complete what God 
has laid out for each of them. 

Cornelius said the Lottie Moon 
offering hit a new record this year 
- $137,937,677. 

IMB’s focus for the year is on West 
Africa. There are 1,611 people groups 
in West Africa and over 350 are essen-
tially untouched by the gospel. Corne-
lius said IMB is encouraging churches 
to make a commitment to reach these 
groups.

John Yardbrough, reporting for the 
North American Mission Board, said 

there are 325 million lost people across 
North America. Five thousand three 
hundred people are serving as North 
American missionaries and there were 

1,725 new churches started 
last year. 

Wade Wilkerson 
reported for GuideStone 
Financial Resources. 
Wilkenson said there 
will be new financial 
investment opportuni-
ties for 2007 that change 
risk levels throughout a 
person’s lifetime. Fifteen 
Marylander/Delaware 
people are receiving help 
from the adopt an annuity 
ministry. 

Gary Jennings, report-
ing from LifeWay Chris-
tian Resources reiterated 
the company’s principles 
– a commitment to Bibli-
cal inerrancy, evangelism, 
relativity to the local 
church, partnership and 
research. 

Charles Kelley, Jr. 
reported for the semi-
naries. Kelley said SBC’s 
six seminaries will train 
more than 15,000 men and 

women for ministry, more people than 
ever before in its history. Midwestern 
Seminary is topping 1,000 students for 
the first time in its history. Southeast-
ern is continuing to break enrollment 
records and will start new building 
projects. All of the seminaries he said 
are doing very well. 

God is doing 
amazing things 
at New Orleans, 
Kelley said. He 
shared a video 
that showed the 
seminary under 
water and the 
surrounding 
devastation and 
at the progress 
made to date 
while the song 
“Praise You in 
This Storm” by 
Casting Crowns 
played. 

“On behalf 
of everybody, 
thank you for what you have done. It 
has been the hardest year for all of our 
lives. The scale of disaster was unbe-
lievable. The scale of response was 
more than that,” he said. 

The seminary is now open and 
operational. Children are in the play-
ground and students are in the  class-
rooms. 

Barrett Duke reported for the 
Ethics and Religious Liberty Commis-
sion. Duke said a lot has been done 
but there’s a lot more to do. He said 
two new Supreme Court justices are 
as solid as you can get on the constitu-
tion and they’re already affecting the 
balance. An internet gambling bill has 
significantly reduced gambling. 

Duke said it is disturbing that the 
constitutional amendment to make 
marriage between a husband and wife 
has been so hard to enact. He said the 
Supreme Court will soon decide on the 
legality of partial birth abortion. Duke 
also urged messengers and visitors to 
call their senators about the child pro-
tection act, to allow parents to be in-
formed before their children are taken 
across a state line for an abortion. 

In his annual sermon, Mal Utleye, 
transitional pastor at Bethany Church, 
Newport, Del., encouraged humility 
and prayer as people embrace their 
world. He studied the tools that the 
Apostle Paul used effectively to reach 
his world, as found in Col. 4:1-6.

While in the middle of extreme en-
vironmental conditions in prison, the 
apostle prayed for opportunities and 
open doors to share the Gospel.

He prayed for clarity in both the 
words he spoke and in the way he 
lived his life before others. “We have to 
be willing to share about our own sins 
until [others] see ours forgiven. They 
need to see our peace and our strug-

gles,” Utleye shared.
He also noted that 

people in our society 
are looking for honest 
Christians.

“Will they see an 
open, honest passion-
ate believer who is in 
love with the Savior?” 
he asked, noting also 
that Christians must 
be ready to give an 
answer for their hope.

John Grail closed 
the annual meeting in 
prayer. 

Next year’s an-
nual meeting will 
be held on Nov. 12 

and 13 at the Clarion Hotel in Ocean 
City. Byron Day, pastor of Emmanuel 
Church, Laurel, will preach the an-
nual sermon. Dan Wilson, Oak Ridge 
Church, will coordinate the music. 

BCM/D “Embraces the Call” at 171st Annual Meeting

Isaiah Limontas Fabian and Ariana CastroJoshua, Emily, Kelsie and Faith Hancock Grace Nichols

Honored for their years of faithful service to BCM/D

David Gordon and David Lee sign a covenant extending the 

BCM/D/Scotland partnership for three more years. Jim McBride, 

Sr., Scottish partnership BCM/D coordinator, looks on.

Jonathan Kempson, First Church, Waldorf, 

leads worship Tuesday afternoon.

Carol Moore - 25 yrsCarol McGiffin - 10 yrsLee Gudgeon - 10 yrsDoug DuBois - 10 yrsCarol Batson - 15 yrs



By Shannon Baker and
Iris White

SOLOMONS, Md.—On Monday 
morning, Nov. 13, the Pastors’ Confer-
ence and the Minsiters’ Wives Brunch 
were happening silmultaneously. 

The theme for the 2006 BCM/D 
Pastor’s Conference was “Embrace 
the Call to Stand in the Fire.” Mark 
Cable led in worship singing origi-
nal songs and also familiar praise 
songs. Byron J. Day, president of the 
Pastor’s Conference, introduced the 
guest speaker, Robert Smith, Jr. Day 
described Smith as having a “sweet 
down-to-earth spirit. He is genuine 
and knows what pastors go through.”

Smith’s message was from Jer. 
20:7-18 on “The other side of pastoral 
ministry.” He described Jeremiah 
as a man who had to be drafted into 
the Lord’s service, unlike Isaiah who 
heard the Lord’s call and followed. 

Smith described the stages of the 
call as 1) the struggle with the call; 
2) the search and feel of the call; 3) 
the sanction of the call and 4) the 
struggle of the call. He said these 
stages are repeated in our lives over 
and over again.

He encouraged pastors to use 
expository preaching because “people 
want to be fed.” Teach them how to 
worship, how to thank and praise Him. 
Pastors should model worship.

During the business session, 
John Manry, pastor of North Harford 
Church, became president this year 
after serving as vice president last year. 
Mike Logsdon, pastor of First Church, 
Easton, was elected vice president by 
acclamation.

The theme for the Ministers’ 
Wives Brunch was “Can you drink the 
cup?” 

Tasha Levert, a CenterPointe coun-
selor and wife of Tim Levert, pastor of 
Crossroads Church in Odenton, Md., 
and the speaker at the ministers’ wives 
brunch noted, “The cup represents in-
ner freedom, love, care and hope… an 
intimate relationship with the Father.”

Yet, in unexpected twists, the cup 
also represents being a servant, instead 
of a master, being in last place instead 
of the first, and being life giving 
instead of controlling.

“God says all along, trust me, 
this cup I have given you is enough. 
Will you trust God with your life?” 
she asked.

If you don’t want your 
cup, you are in great com-
pany, she added, referring 
to Matt. 26:39, when Jesus 
said, “If it is possible, let 
this cup of suffering pass 
from me.”

Jesus prayed, toiled 
and sweated over this 
cup, yet he acknowledged 
God’s will over his own, 
Levert noted.

“When you make 
peace with your reality 
and put that cup—beyond 
your protest—to your lips 
and take the drink of the 
cup that God has planned 
for you, only then, will 
you experience the peace 
and fulfillment that you 
are looking for,” she said. 
She encouraged mnisters’ wives to 
find a close circle of friends to share 
words; however, there are times when 
we need to be silent before the Lord 
and listen.

Tapestry, the 2007 Ministers’ 
Wives Retreat will be held April 
13-14, 2007, at the Sheraton Columbia 
Hotel in Columbia, Md. The annual 

Ministers’ Family Getaway at Willow 
Valley Resort and Conference Center 
in Lancaster, Pa., will be held October 
26-28, 2007. 

For more information or registra-
tion contact Sherry Lee, missionary 
for ministers’ wives and families, by 
phone at (800) 466.5290, ext. 211, by 
email at slee@bcmd.org, or online at 
www.yourbcmd.org/tapestry.
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By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

SOLOMONS, Md.—Calling 
attention to recent events surround-
ing evangelist Ted Haggard’s recent 
confession of sin, Will 
Graham urged pre-conven-
tion worshippers to strive 
for holiness during the Nov. 
12 service that preceded 
the annual meeting of the 
Baptist Convention of Mary-
land/Delaware in Solomons, 
Md. 

Graham is the grandson 
of evangelist Billy Gra-
ham and son of evangelist 
Franklin Graham, president 
of Samaritan’s Purse and the 
Billy Graham Evangelism 
Association. 

Graham’s sermon fol-
lowed the evening’s wor-
ship, led by Sherrie McKay 
and members from Bethany 
Lane Church in Ellicott City, 
Md.

“I don’t know about you, but my 
heart was broken when I heard about 

Ted Haggard. I thought about how 
easily it could have been me,” Graham 
said. “Satan could have grabbed any 
one of us. When Satan comes at you, 
he will come at you with everything 
he has.” 

He advised, “Things will not get 
better until the King of kings and the 

Lord of lords takes his rightful place.”
Graham then pointed to three 

words of warning found in Luke 
17:32, “Remember Lot’s wife.”

“Lot’s wife looked back and was 
destroyed because her heart was set 

on Sodom,” Graham shared, 
explaining the Old Testa-
ment story of Lot’s wife, who 
when fleeing Sodom and 
Gomorrah’s certain destruc-
tion from God, ignored the 
warning to not look back. 
She turned into a pillar of 
salt.

“Lot’s wife was saved 
geographically—she was in 
the mountains away from So-
dom and Gomorrah. She was 
in the presence of righteous 
people... She was in the pres-
ence of angels,” he said. “Yet, 
her heart was set on Sodom.”

Instead, Graham urged 
his listeners to surrender 
their hearts to God and in so 
doing, to become holy.

“Holiness is total. God 
requires your intellect, heart and 
willpower. Don’t try to hold back 

anything from God,” he urged. “If 
you want a holy church, then you 
need to be a holy pastor. God will 
not put dirty vessels in a his holy 
temple.”

In a separate testimony, Frank 
McCormick shared how he was 
warned to “never, ever touch or read 
the Bible.” The University of Mary-
land shock trauma physician was 
told if he did, he would face immedi-
ate death and eternal hell. 

But that conflicted with what he 
saw happening with a new friend 
who did read the Bible. “She didn’t 
go to Happy Hour, she didn’t smoke 
or even drink coffee,” he noted. 

And she was still alive, a fact that 
encouraged him to take the risk and 
touch the Bible himself. “I didn’t die, 
and I wasn’t in hell. It was a lie,” he 
exclaimed.

After attending a new church 
with his new friend, McCormick be-
came a Christian. In an ironic twist, 
he eventually became a Gideon Bible 
distributor!

“I’ve touched thousands of Bibles 
since then,” he said. “It truly is the 
instrument of truth and life.”

Graham urged pre-Convention worshippers to strive for holiness

Outgoing BCMD President James Nichols prays for Will 

Graham at the conclusion of Graham’s keynote address 

at the pre-Convention worship service on Nov. 12 that 

preceded the annual meeting of the Baptist Convention of 

Maryland/Delaware in Solomons, Md. 

Smith urged pastors to “Embrace the Call and Stand in the Fire” 

and Levert asked ministers’ wives, Can you drink the cup?”

Robert Smith, Jr and Tasha Levert speak at the 

Pastor’s Conference and Ministers’ Wives Brunch, 

respectively, during the BCM/D 2006 Annual 

Meeting in Solomons, Md.

ADVERTISEMENT

The conference is only $50, register 5 or more from your 
church and your senior pastor is free! Register today as space is 
limited- last year we were sold out! For more information visit 
www.worshipexpo.com or call (301) 725-1688.

April 27-28, 2007
Covenant Church, Ellicott City, MD

www.worshipexpo.com
 

Keynote Speaker: Karry Godwin, president of Worship Discovery 
(www.worshipdiscovery.org)

Conference Worship Leaders: Joel Goddard from Joel 
Goddard Ministries (www.joelgoddard.org) and Justin Adams and the 
Coast Hills, Creative Arts Team from CA (www.rockalotblog.com).

Featured Tech Leaders: Len and Jason from Midnight Oil 
Productions (www.midnightoilproductions.com)

ExpoLabs We are pleased to announce two pre- 
conference labs on Friday to extend your knowledge and renewal 
experiences. Each lab will be an additional $20 from the regular 
conference registration. Visit us online for registration and  
information. Limited space is available!

2007 ExpoLabs: Jason and Len from Midnight Oil are 
leading a tips and techniques lab on creating graphics for use in 
worship and Joel Goddard and Karry Godwin are leading a lab on 
mentoring and the importance of ministry relationships.

NEW FOR 

2007!
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Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

[Editor’s note: BaptistLIFE  
national correspondent Shannon Baker 
spent a few minutes with Frank S. Page, 
pastor of First Church, Taylors, S.C., to 
talk about his new role as the president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention. The 
interview has been edited for brevity. For 
the full interview, go to www.yourbcmd.
org/frankpage.]

TAYLORS, S.C.—In a surprise 
election during the annual meeting of 
the Southern Baptist Convention on 
June 15, 2006, Frank S. Page was voted 
as the SBC president, defeating two 
other candidates Ronnie Floyd, pastor 
of First Church, Springdale, Ark., and 
Jerry Sutton, pastor of Two Rivers 
Baptist Church, Nashville, Tenn. Page 
succeeds Bobby Welch, pastor of First 
Church, Daytona Beach, Fla., who 
served two terms as president.

Describing himself as an “ironic 
conservative,” Page holds the doctor 
of philosophy degree from South-
western Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Fort Worth, Texas. This degree, 
received at age 28, is in the field of 
Christian ethics focusing on moral, 
social and ethical issues.

Prior to that, he received the 
master of divinity degree, also from 
Southwestern Seminary. He also re-
ceived the bachelor of science degree 
with honors from Gardner-Webb 
University in North Carolina, with a 
major in psychology and minors in 
sociology and Greek. Page became 
pastor of the 4,300+ member First 
Church, Taylors, S.C., located in sub-
urban Greenville County, in 2001.

A native of Robbins, N.C., Page 
is married to the former Dayle Gib-
son of Huntersville, N.C., and is the 
father of three daughters. The Pages 
are expecting their first grandchild, 
the firstborn of their daughter Laura 
and Ben Brammer, son of Maryland 
pastor, Chris Brammer of Hampstead 
Church.

BaptistLIFE: I’ve read in one 
of the early articles about you that 
you were quoted as saying, “I’m not 
among the ‘Who’s Who.’ I’m among 
the ‘Who’s he?’” Who is Dr. Frank 
Page? 

Frank Page: I would describe my-
self as a somewhat normal pastor and 
normal person. I know that my church 
is probably larger than most, but I 
have pastored every size church. I 
feel of myself as just a normal person. 
I’m from a blue collar background. 
I’m comfortable at any level, with any 
type person, but probably most com-
fortable in a simpler lifestyle. 

I am a husband of one wife, father 
of three daughters, and so, just a nor-
mal human being. I have never sought 
this position. I never thought it could 
ever occur, would ever occur, never 
pondered that possibility. 

BaptistLIFE: Share a defining 
“God” moment in your life.

Frank Page: There certainly 
are many. One of the most recent is 
when I felt such a call from God to 
allow my name to be presented for 
SBC president. It was a very clear 
call. I was at home working in my 
yard and praying earnestly about 
this, and I remember the voice of the 
Lord very clearly telling me that I 
was supposed to allow my name to 
be presented. So that was certainly a 
“God” moment. 

And then He revealed to me the 
morning of the election that I was 
going to be elected. And honestly, I 
didn’t know that. I knew He wanted 
me to run, but I still assumed that 
I would lose, so much so that I had 
convinced the people in my church, 
and most of my family were not even 
there, because I had convinced them 
that I would lose. And so those are 
some very precious God moments for 
me.

BaptistLIFE: It sounds like you 
spend a lot of time speaking with 
God. Is that true?

Frank Page (chuckling): Well, I 
have to. I am a hardheaded, mean old 
man and I have to let the Lord speak 
or else I’ll get in trouble.

BaptistLIFE: How would you 
describe your leadership style, both 
in the church and as the Convention 
president?

Frank Page: I like to think of 
myself as a player/coach person. I 
like to get in there and do as I equip 
them to do also. I am an encourager 
by nature. I like to try to help be part 
of the solution and not the problem. 
And so, I try to be a positive encour-

agement in evangelism, missions and 
unity.

Probably Eph. 4:15 (“Speak the 
truth in love”) is my verse I use. I try 
to be honest with people, but I try to 
say it lovingly and do it lovingly. 

BaptistLIFE: In your estimation, 
what is the greatest challenge facing 
Southern Baptists today?

Frank Page: I think that probably 
the short-term issue is unity. The great-
est long-term issue is relevance. 

The issue of unity is the most 
current serious issue. There are deep 
factions within our Convention, and I 
am deeply burdened by the deepening 
nature of those factions. Perhaps, I’m 
wrong. Perhaps, I’m naïve, but I think 
it’s getting worse. 

I know that there was certainly a 
deep division for many years between 
conservatives and moderates, and 
we’re all aware of that. But even within 
the Convention now, I see a deepening 
divide between many groups—young 
and old, traditionalists and contempo-
rary types, various younger groups, 
various older groups. Sometimes it’s 
theological between Calvinists and 
non-Calvinists. But many of these 
groups are getting to the point that 
they will not even fellowship with each 
other, so that is a deep issue with me. 
That’s my goal—to try to pull us back 
together, not by ignoring differences, 
but by pointing to a common denomi-
nator, and that being, missions. 

The long-term challenge facing 
us is relevancy. If we cannot be 
relevant with a changeless message 
to a changing world, it will all be a 
moot point. 

Fifteen minutes with Frank Page, SBC president

In the Oval Office, President Bush meets with SBC Executive Committee President Morris H. Chapman (center), SBC 

President Frank Page and his wife Dayle. Photo courtesy of the White House 

By Tim Durkin

In early 2007, Baptist Family will 
open its first satellite office ever. 
The office will be located in the 

Eastern Association’s building in 
Salisbury, Maryland.

For 86 years, Baptist Family 
has offered caring, compassionate 
help to families and kids in crisis.  
The agency’s first offices were in 
Baltimore City, but the scope of the 
agency’s care has increased over the 
years to include the entirety of the 
Baptist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware.

Baptist Family has begun serv-
ing families on the Eastern Shore 
and in Delaware already, using the 
resources of our Information and 
Referral network to link families 
with material resources and social 
services in their area. With the 
opening of its new office, Baptist 
Family will put in place new and 
important supports for families. All 
Baptist Family services will become 
readily available to churches and 
community groups up and down 
the Delmarva Peninsula.

Baptist Family’s two main 
outreach programs--the Good 
Samaritan Network and CHOSEN 
Treatment Foster Care--will make 
an immediate impact.

BFCS is 

Eastward Bound
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High school senior: YPAC offered “reel” focus

Dear Counselor,
Recently I have had a number 

of couples who have come to me for 
marital counseling and they arrive 
with conflict over Eph. 5: 22, each 
wanting the other to fulfill their 
Biblical role and each wanting the 
other to go first. I feel forced to take 
a side, but that doesn’t seem to help 
the conflict.      —Pastor

Dear Pastor,
I can understand your dilemma 

with couples who are trying to use 

the Bible and to use you to impose 
an external solution on what is really 
an internal problem. If they were not 
engaged in a power struggle, they 
might be coming to you for help on 
how to live out a passage such as I 
Cor. 13.

Power struggles often indicate 
an internal anxiety and lack of 
safety. It is true that safety can be 
created by having clear expectations 
about roles and some sense of order 
in a relationship. Much conflict 
around Eph. 5 has to do with 

couples wanting a clear order in 
their marriage to create an internal 
sense of safety. When this passage is 
applied too strictly, it actually creates 
depression and less safety. When it is 
applied too loosely, it actually creates 
more anxiety and less safety.

But order in marriage is only 
a means to an end; the “end” in 
Biblical terms being “oneness.” Real 
safety in marriage comes when a 
couple understands that they are 
both trying to answer the same deep 
question about intimacy – namely, 

“How close will we be?” Most power 
struggles come from an attempt to 
avoid the anxiety of this question.

It is a pretty good rule of thumb 
that a couple will be no closer to each 
other than they are to God. Rather 
than being forced to choose a side, 
perhaps you could join them in a 
team effort to be curious about how 
close they might be with God and 
why they are putting so much effort 
in avoiding closeness to each other.

              
 —Tom Rodgerson 

“Dear Counselor” with CentrePointe Counseling, Inc..
“How do I handle conflict over marital roles”

Give the gift of YPACGive the gift of YPAC
this Christmas!this Christmas!

2007 Performing and Visual Arts Camp for Students
July 22-27 • Skycroft Center • Middletown, MD

It’s where your faith and your art intersect.

Don’t wait! We know it’s early to pay 
your $50 deposit, complete your forms 
and mail them in, but you might miss out 
unless you do! Why? There are only 100 
spots left, prices will go up and there are 
limited track spots available!

Where can I get the forms?
Download registration packets 
(including scholarship forms), see course 
descriptions and more at:
www.yourbcmd.org/ypac

Registration information
Online:  www.yourbcmd.org/ypac 
E-mail:  ypac@bcmd.org
Phone:   (800) 466-5290 ext. 253

YPAC @ BCM/D
10255 Old Columbia Rd.
Columbia, MD 21046

Reservations and Scholarships are guaranteed 
only for those who pay their deposit and complete 
their forms.

By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—A home-
schooled high school senior who 
attended the 2006 Mid-Atlantic Youth 
Performing and Visual Arts Camp 
credits the camp for giving her “reel” 
focus for her future.

YPAC, a spiritually vibrant, 
instructional performing and visual 
arts camp for students in grades 7-12, 
designed to promote and develop a 
Christian world-
view in the arts, 
is sponsored by 
the Baptist Con-
vention of Mary-
land/Delaware 
and Lamplight 
Artists.

Since at-
tending this 
past summer, 
Wiseman has 
already worked 
on several video 
projects for her 
church; has vis-
ited the set for a 
full length feature film being filmed by 
One Small Instrument, a video compa-
ny out of Crofton, Md.; and is currently 
taking college-level video classes and 
serving in an internship at Howard 
Community College in Columbia, Md.

Stephanie Wiseman, daughter of 
Jim and Jodi Wiseman, admits that 
she was apprehensive about going to 
YPAC.

“I wasn’t sure what I was hoping 
to gain from YPAC when I arrived, but 
I soon found it,” she remembered. At 
the time, she had been looking forward 
to going on a mission trip to Slidell, 
La., to assist with Hurricane Katrina 
recovery efforts with others from her 
Glen Mar United Methodist Church. 
She finally decided to go to YPAC 2006 
at the encouragement of her friend, 
Jared Mercer.

“That was one of my best deci-
sions,” she affirmed.

Mercer also encouraged her to sign 
up for the film and video track, which 
was taught by Darren Heater, a pastor, 
video/film maker and co-founder of a 
non-profit Christian Arts community 
called Creative Paradox (www.cre-
ativeparadox.com).

“Darren makes sure that people 
know who he is doing it for: God. I 
was immediately comfortable around 
Darren; I didn’t feel the need to go out 
of my way to impress him,” Wiseman 
marveled.

At the camp, Wiseman and three 
other girls were given the assignment 
to write a short story set to a song of 
their choosing with the end result 
being a short story music video. After 
choosing the song, Wiseman noted the 
group’s reaction to her suggestions for 
the script.

“Our group seemed to be on the 
same page; we all liked the song and 
were patient with one another. To 
my surprise my ideas were met with 
enthusiasm from my team. I was just 
happy my ideas were accepted, that 
alone would have made my week,” 
she said.

Wiseman, who had some experi-
ence behind the camera, was given 
the role as director of photography.

“So now everything was set,” 
Wiseman related. “We had our script, 

storyboard, ideas, 
and cast all ready, 
and we were so 
excited to get 
started. I was 
happy I was put 
in a group that 
had girls who 
didn’t mind put-
ting extra time 
into our project 
because I was 
having so much 
fun in the class. 
I loved every 
minute of it,” she 
shared.

The team skipped all their free 
time to shoot or edit the video. They 
got up at 5 a.m. to shoot video of the 
sunrise. They stayed up until mid-
night editing.

“We didn’t look at it as work. We 
weren’t upset we were not getting our 
free time. It was fun,” she explained.

The final result was a music video 
entitled, “Pete Rose,” based off My 
Autumn Friend’s song by the same 
name. The video, along with other 
photos and videos from the week, can 
be viewed at http://web.mac.com/sco-
pley/iWeb.

Wiseman was elated about YPAC. 
“I built up so much confidence there, 
and my close friends said they saw a 
change in me when I got back,” she 
shared.

Heater, seeing potential in Wise-
man, invited her to the set of “Notes 
from the Rogues Gallery,” a full 
feature film produced by One Small 
Instrument.

“Darren took me around the set, 
introducing me to people, showing 
me equipment, and explaining what 
scene they were doing now and how 
to do it. I had an absolute blast on the 
set. I loved every single second of it. 
From sitting in a room with all the 
other extras waiting to be called for a 
scene to being right in all the action. 
I fell even more in love with film-
making, and my desire to pursue this 
grew even stronger. Whenever I went 
to the set it was just adding fuel to the 
fire,” she said.

“So after my amazing week 
on set, I knew sitting at home just 
dreaming wasn’t going to cut it for 
me anymore. I had to do something 
productive towards my dream.”

So she enrolled in a videography 
class at Howard Community College. 
Staying after class one day to ask the 
professor a question, she was surprised 
that he questioned her love for filming.

“I informed him that, in fact, I love 
this and am hoping to make some sort 
of career out of this. He smiled and of-
fered me an internship with the video 
team right there on the spot. I was 
shocked!” she exclaimed.

So far, Wiseman has participated 
in promotional video shoots in Balti-
more and serves as a camera operator 
for about five hours a week for the 
college. She also goes into the studio to 
help with the editing process.

“I have never seen God work so 
much in my life since my week at 
YPAC and when I was introduced to 
Darren,” Wiseman shared. “I am so 

passionate about what I am doing. I 
love it so much. And Darren made 
me realize that I can use this talent to 
glorify God.”

She added, “Dreams are pos-
sible. I never thought I could do any of 
things I am doing. My faith has grown 
tremendously. So many positive things 
have happened since YPAC. I almost 
don’t believe it. I love what I am doing 
and can’t even imagine what God has 
in store for me next.”

Registrations are now available for 
students completing grades 7-12 in the 
2006 -07 school year for the July 22-27, 
2007 camp at Skycroft Conference Cen-
ter. Registrations and $50 non-refund-
able deposits postmarked from Jan. 1-
May 18 cost $275; those postmarked by 
May 19-June 29 cost $295. Visit www.
yourbcmd.org/ypac for more info.

ADVERTISEMENT



MINISTER OF WORSHIP AND MU-
SIC  — Bethel Baptist Church in Ellicott 
City, Md., is looking to fill a part time 
Minister of Music and Worship position 
(20 hours per week). The candidate for 
this position must be able to play the 
piano and/or keyboard, able to direct 
choir, praise team, and an orchestra. If in-
terested, please contact Shirley Connelly 
at (410) 465-5690.  

PART-TIME ACCOMPANIST—Olney 
Baptist Church is seeking applicants for 
a part-time accompanist. Responsibili-
ties include rehearsing with the choir 
on Wednesday evenings and special 
rehearsals for holidays or special events; 
and accompanying the choir during Sun-
day morning worship service. Interested 
applicants may contact Pastor Gayle Clif-

ton (301) 774-5433 or Sandy Cordes/OBC 
Personnel Cmtte (301) 774-5565 evenings.

PART-TIME MUSIC DIRECTOR—Ol-
ney Baptist Church is seeking applicants 
for a part-time music director. This posi-
tion is responsible for planning and lead-
ing music for Sunday worship services 
and other scheduled events; directing the 
adult choir and serving as a member of 
the music committee. Interested appli-
cants may contact Pastor Gayle Clifton 
(301) 774-5433 or Sandy Cordes/OBC 
Personnel Cmtte (301) 774-5565 evenings.

PRAISE TEAM LEADER WANTED—
Harvest Baptist Church in Salisbury is 
seeking a Part-Time Worship Leader of 
like faith. Candidate should have experi-
ence in leading contemporary worship 

and working with others. Duties include: 
developing weekly worship plans with 
pastor; rehearsals with praise band; and 
leading Sunday worship and leadership 
meetings. Send resume and references to: 
Harvest Baptist Church, 119 South Blvd., 
Ste. A, Salisbury, MD 21804; fax: (410) 677-
6745 or e-mail to: lee@harvestbc.com. 

SENIOR PASTOR—A Southern Baptist 
church in Calvert County, Maryland, 
with 186 active members, is seeking 
God’s man for a full-time Senior Pastor. 
He should be: an equipping leader; able 
to delegate ministry responsibilities; able 
to work well with other pastoral staff. 
We currently have an associate pastor for 
Students, a part-time secretary, and one 
custodial person. He should be an effec-
tive communicator; able to preach and 
teach God’s word; able to build relation-
ships in the church body; able to commu-
nicate and implement the church’s vision. 
Requirements: He must agree with the 
Baptist Faith and Message- 2000. He must 
have full-time ministry experience of at 
least 3-5 years. Resumes must be post-
marked by January 26, 2007 and submit-
ted to: Southern Calvert Baptist Church, 
12140 H. G. Truman Rd, Lusby, MD 20657, 
E-mail: scbcsearch@comcast.net. Website-
www.scbcmd.com.

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX YOUR AD 

Deadlines are the first day of the 

month for the following month’s 

issue. Classified advertising is 75 

cents per word ($18.00 minimum) 

for BCM/D churches and church 

members; 85 cents per word 

($20.00 minimum) for non-profit 

organizations; and 95 cents per word 

($25.00 minimum) for commercial 

organizations. Word count does not 

include words with two letters or 

less. Contact us for display ad pricing. 

Acceptance of advertising does 

not constitute an endorsement of any 

advertiser’s products or services.

To Place an Ad
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Ridgecrest 
Conference Center 

100th Anniversary 

Staff Reunion
Aug. 9-11, 2007

Call (800) 588-7222 for reservations

America’s First Choice for travel since 1967!

RA Congress 2007
“I Have a Part”
Acts 1:8
March 16-17, 2007
Middle River Baptist Church
810 Middle River Road
Baltimore, MD

*Friday, March 16, 6:30 pm - Saturday 3:00 pm

Deadline: March 6, Cost: $15

*Bring a change of clothes, toiletries and a sleeping bag

Contact Donna Shiflett at (410) 290-5290 x226 for more info and to register.

Speaker:  Art Murphy

President, Arrow 

Ministries and Author, 

The Faith of a Child

For leaders and volunteers of children’s 
ministry (birth through preteen)

When/Where: Saturday February 3, 2007
Baptist Mission Resource Center, Columbia, Maryland

Cost: (includes-conference, workbook, and lunch): $49 
each at door (cash, check, Visa or MasterCard); $39 
each (adv. purchase by January 20); $29 each, group 
rate for 10 or more from same church (adv. purchase by 
January 20)

Register: at www.ArrowMinistries.com or by phone, 
407-375-9206. Tuition is non-refundable. Make checks 
payable to Arrow Ministries. Visa and MasterCard 
accepted.

More info: Call (800) 466-5290, ext. 226. Visit www.
yourbcmd.org/cm21 for conference schedule and more.

Children’s Ministry in the Twenty First Century

How would you like to be taught by Rick Warren, Gary Smalley, David Jeremiah, 
Tony Evans, Andy Stanley, Ed Stetzer and more?! All in the comfort of your own 
home? Your own church? On the road?

Introducing the all new Global Pastors Network (GPN). GPN is a collection of 
teachings designed to equip ministers and their spouses anywhere, anytime and in 
their own language.

The BCM/D and GPN have partnered together to offer you the 
extremely low annual subscription price of only $9.95!

Simply call (800) 466-5290 ext. 222 or email lwaggoner@bcmd.org to sign up. The 
registration deadline is December 31, 2006, so don’t hesitate! 

Check out GPN online at www.gpn.tv or visit the Global Pastors Wives Network at 
www.gpwn.tv to learn more about this valuable resource!
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Embrace Baltimore Campaign

Name  __________________________________________ Phone (______)________________________________

Address _________________________________________ Email _______________________________________

City/State/Zip _________________________________________________________________________________

I want to join the Embrace 1000 Club and commit to give:

        $1.000: $500 a year for two (2) years     Annual Gift $ _______________ (for 3 years)
   
        One-Time Gift $ _____________________     Beginning Date: __________________________

Embrace Baltimore Campaign

The goals for EMBRACE Baltimore 
have been prayerfully set as follows:

$1 Million 
for starting new churches in Baltimore 

over the next three years.

$1 Million 
for evangelism and ministry projects 

through Baltimore churches.

EMBRACING 
BALTIMORE 

with the LOVE OF 
CHRIST

A Baptist Convention 
of Maryland/Delaware 
Campaign for Support

There is great energy and 
excitement around Baltimore 
these days. Pastors are 
gathering together to pray for 
each other and each others’ 
communities. 

Churches inside and outside 
the I-695 Beltway are working 
together, developing strategic 
partnerships to win our 
beloved Baltimore for Christ.

Your Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware and its 
agencies, the North American 
Mission Board, the Baltimore 
Baptist Association and other 
local associations are coming 
alongside Baltimore pastors 
and their churches to make a 
difference.

You can, too! 

Your gifts will support starting 
new churches and provide 
for strategic evangelism and 
ministry projects, so that those 
who call Baltimore home can 
be introduced to the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

10255 Old Columbia Rd, Columbia, MD 21046

Clip here and mail to the address below.
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