
New BCM/D president Rick 
Hancock brings youth
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An interview with best-selling 

author, Ted Dekker
Best selling author 
Ted Dekker is often 
compared to Stephen 
King – but with a 
redemptive message. His 
books are incredibly fast 

moving, unpredictable, sometimes 
violent, at times terrifying and all 
engaging....Page 6

Super senior saint clowns 

for Christ
At 79-years-old, 
Elwood Ulmer, 
visitation minister at 
Middle River Church, 

gets a real kick out of making people 
smile. Ulmer is also known as 
“Bussie the Clown.”...Page 7

Robert Soon Kim serves as 

BCM/D missionary to language 

and Asian churches
Robert Soon Kim is BCM/D’s 
new missionary for Asian People 
Groups. Kim will work to encourage 
and enhance existing Asian church-
es and groups and help them birth 
new churches...Page 7

On the Web...
•  The Global Pastors Network 

(GPN)–quality teaching from 

nationally renowned speakers at 

the click of the mouse 

• Fill my Cup– a retreat for woman

•   Barna study indicates that House 

churches are more satisfying to 

attenders than are conventional 

churches 

•  Ministers Wives 2007 Retreat 

Tapestry, April 13

•  Worship Expo is a two-day 

conference designed for worship 

professionals and volunteers of 

all levels

• In His Grip Golf evangelism 

 training, March 3 
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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md.—BCM/D 
Executive Director, David Lee, de-
clared 2007 as the year of evaluation 
at the Dec. 12 General Mission Board 
(GMB) meeting at the Baptist Mission 
Resource Center (BMRC). Lee said the 
convention adopted a new focus in 
1998 and transitioned in 2000 with a 
major missions thrust. Now it’s time 
to re-evaluate.

 Dick Chavez opened the meet-
ing, the first for newly appointed 
GMB members. Bill Archer led praise 
and worship with Christmas carols. 
New GMB president, John Gauger, 
welcomed members and read from 
Psalm 67, “God be merciful unto us, and 
bless us; and cause his face to shine upon 
us; Selah. That thy way may be known 
upon earth, thy saving health among all 
nations…” 

“When we love God we become 
desirous of others enjoying Him with 
us. Anyone excited about missions 

has to be excited about worship,” 
Gauger said. Worship leads towards 
missions, that leads to worship. 

Report from Executive Director
“Welcome to the journey,” David 

Lee told GMB members and urged 
them to “buckle your seat belts” for 
the coming year.

 Lee reiterated the convention’s 
goals – to strive intentionally to 
have 600 congregations with 150,000 
persons actively fulfilling Jesus’ com-
mand in Matt. 28:19-20 by the year 
2010, accomplishing that by empha-
sizing church planting, congrega-
tional development, leadership and 
resource development and missions 
involvement. 

“We’re just three years away from 
2010. That’s tomorrow. Time passes so 
quickly,” Lee said.

In 2006 the convention partnered, 
provided training, and/or assisted 
financially in starting 30 new church 
plants. The official tally to date is 510 
congregations; putting the BCM/D on 

target for the goal of 600. Lee said he’s 
pleased that this year there has been 
more personalized, hands-on service 
to churches than ever before. 

It has been a very good year, Lee 
said. Urban strategy is taking shape 
and is moving into stage one of Em-
brace Baltimore. The goal is to take 
that strategy and move to Wilming-
ton, Del., then to Silver Spring.

Lee congratulated Baltimore As-
sociation for calling Bob Mackey as 
the new director of missions. Mackey 
is also the executive director for the 
Embrace Baltimore effort. 

Lee said this year’s annual meet-
ing had high praise, great preaching, 
great worship - and no fighting.  

“That’s the kind of meeting we 
like,” Lee said smiling. 

There are concerns, Lee said. 
There was a significant shortfall 

in state missions this year. Because 
of that, several ministries will not be 

David Lee encourages GMB to look 
toward 2010

continued on page 8
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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, MD.—BCM/D’s 
newest president, Rick Hancock, pas-
tor of Dunkirk Church and former 
BCM/D evangelism/partnership and 
prayer missionary, is also one of the 
youngest in the convention’s history. 

“I’m used to that. I was the young-
est state evangelism director in Amer-
ica. My deacons and associate pastor 
are older than me,” Hancock said.   

He’s excited about the new posi-
tion, but he’s also humbled and awed 
at the responsibility.  

“I look at people like (James) 
Dixon, (Tim) Simpson, and (James) 
Nichols – they impact the convention. 
I’m not on their level, but I desire to 
have the same impact.”  

Hancock grew up in the Lando-
ver Hills area and attended Landover 
Hills Church from the time he was 
two weeks old. He was involved in 
Sunday School, VBS and youth choir. 

 He remembers being thirteen-
years-old when his dad asked him 
if he’d considered giving his life to 
Jesus. 

“I told him I wasn’t ready. I was a 
little frustrated with Dad then. It was 
very awkward. But for two or three 
months, every time the pastor would 
give the invitation, I would get really 
uncomfortable. Finally, on Feb. 21, 
1982, I woke up knowing I would give 
my life to Christ. And I went for-
ward that day. The choir was singing 
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross.”

Hancock attributes his spiritual 
growth to his youth workers, Jeff 
White and then Glen Swarthout. He 
spent time with the men and they 
gave him various leadership opportu-
nities. When he was out fishing with 
Swarthout, Hancock asked him how 
you know when God is calling you 
into the ministry. Swarthout said, “If 
you’re willing to do whatever God 
wants you to do, He’ll make it clear.” 

Carmon Hartsfield (who pas-

tored Landover Hills Church 
for 25 years), was the greatest 
spiritual influence of my life,” 
Hancock said. Today, Harts-
field, who recently retired form 
pastoring Gordonsville Church 
in Virginia, still prays for Han-
cock by name, faithfully every 
Saturday night.  

Hancock went to Wash-
ington Bible College, where he 
was Junior class president and 
captain of the baseball team. 
He intended to be a youth 
pastor, but God had differ-
ent plans. As Hancock played 
sports, he spent many hours 
riding with his coach, David 
Gough, a Southern Baptist 
minister. Gough encouraged 
him to consider being a pastor 
and allow God to use his life to 
influence many. 

After graduating from 
Washington Bible College, Han-
cock and his wife, Lisa, who 
was his childhood sweetheart, 
moved to Tennessee where he 
attended Mid-America Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

In 1992, in his last year at 
seminary, he began pastoring 
at the First Church of Sledge, 
Miss. In 1995 he was called back home 
to Maryland to preach at Southern 
Calvert Church; then six years later, 
he accepted a call to work for BCM/D. 
In June 2004 Hancock left to pastor 
Dunkirk Church. 

Hancock said he’s had a chance to 
serve on staff, as evangelism director, 
and now he’s thrilled that he has the 
chance to serve the staff, as president. 
“That’s a great honor,” he said.  

“I think leadership of this conven-
tion is God-sent. I love David (Lee), 
Bob (Simpson) and John (Faris). I love 
the emphasis on Baltimore and I’m so 
thankful I was in on the early discus-
sions when Strategic Focus Cities was 
introduced and how that was going to 
change things and change the focus 

from a staff emphasis,” he said. “To 
see it taking place now, and to think 
of the resources, prayer and mis-
sion teams being sent to Baltimore is 
amazing,” he said. 

“I see 2007 as a big year of moving 
forward for BCM/D,” Hancock said. 
“I believe we will see the Lord do 
amazing things among us.”

Hancock’s favorite Bible verse is 
Ephesians 5:1, 2 (NIV) “Be imitators of 
God, therefore, as dearly loved children  
and live a life of love, just as Christ loved 
us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant 
offering and sacrifice to God.”

Hancock and his wife, Lisa, have 
four children: Kelsie, Emily, Faith                  
and Joshua.
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We have all experienced it. 
The play is made on the 
field. The coaches challenge 

and the replay offi-
cials are called into 
action. One team 
sees it one way. The 
other sees it com-
pletely opposite. It 
happens everyday 
on the highways 
in our region. The 
crash, the exchange 
of information and 
the report is filed. 
The eyewitness 
accounts seldom 

agree. If you have small children at 
home, you know the daily drill. We 
all see life through our own lenses.

This is nothing new. We saw the 
same thing happen in Judah recorded 
for us in Ezra 1-3. The faithful rem-
nant of Israel was returning to Judah 
from their Babylonian captivity. 
Their stated purpose was to rees-
tablish temple worship and resume 
their relationship with God. The first 
task was to rebuild the altar. The next 
was to lay the new foundation for the 
temple. Seven months after the altar 
was completed, the work began on 
the new temple.  

When the builders laid the 
foundation, the celebration began. 
The priests had their trumpets, the 
Levites had their cymbals, and the 
crowd began to praise God. They 
sang, “He is good; his love to Israel 
endures forever.” God’s covenant of 

loyal love was restored. Ezra adds, 
“And all the people gave a great shout of 
praise to the Lord.” Can you imagine 
the excitement of that day? They were 
free. Things were getting back to nor-
mal. Life was good. God didn’t forget 
them and they didn’t forget God.

But the next verse amazes me. 
Ezra 3:12 states, “But many of the older 
priests and Levites and family heads, 
who had seen the former temple, wept 
aloud when they saw the foundation 
of this temple being laid, while many 
others shouted for joy.” Both groups 
saw the same temple foundation, but 
reacted differently. Most loved what 
they saw. Others hated it. The ones 
who were weeping remembered the 
grandeur of Solomon’s temple that 
was destroyed fifty years earlier. 

Zerubbabel’s temple didn’t measure 
up. It was too small and too boorish.

What kind of Christian are you? 
Are you the kind that clings to what 
was or celebrates what is and what 
can be? There is nothing wrong with 
remembering the past. We all have 
photo albums and scrapbooks for 
that very reason. But the past should 
not form a prison or build a wall so 
high we cannot see God’s present 
goodness. The past was good, but the 
future can be better.  

Haggai 2:9 concludes, “The glory 
of this house will be greater than the 
glory of the former house.” Remember 
the past. Celebrate the present. Who 
knows, tomorrow might even be bet-
ter than today.

February 2007

As this is our 
first edition 
in the year 

2007, I have been 
thinking a lot about 
God’s timing. This 
month Southern 
Baptist churches 
all over the nation 
are making plans 
to promote the 
Annie Armstrong 
Offering for North 
American Missions.  

The offering is named after one of 
Baltimore’s native daughters, Annie 
Armstrong. Recently in my mind, I 
was comparing this “Miss Annie” to 
another “Annie” of Broadway fame. 
The Broadway Annie is known for 
her title song “Tomorrow” where the 
lyrics go, “tomorrow, tomorrow, I 
love you tomorrow. You’re only a day 
away!”

In contrast, the Baltimore Annie is 

known for her indomitable spirit and 
would most certainly not have put off 
anything ‘til tomorrow that could be 
done today. She was a passionate lady 
whose efforts in the latter part of the 
19th century and early part of the 20th 
century still resonates throughout 
Baptistdom. (Yes, I know that’s prob-
ably not a word, but I have always 
wanted to use it!)

Annie Armstrong started the 
Ladies Bay View Mission, an orga-
nization that cared for the poor and 
was located on the site where Johns 
Hopkins Bayview Medical Center 
now stands. She was instrumental in 
forming the Woman’s Home Mission 
Society of Maryland to cooperate with 
the Home Mission Board’s (predeces-
sor to the North American Mission 
Board) causes. She became the cor-
responding secretary of the Mission 
Rooms in Baltimore. Sponsored by 
the Maryland Baptist Union Associa-
tion (predecessor to the BCM/D), the 

mission’s library and reading rooms 
ultimately became a publisher and 
distributor of mission’s literature for 
the Southern Baptist Convention. This 
work was given to the Sunday School 
Board (predecessor to LifeWay Chris-
tian Resources) in the early 1900’s. 

Armstrong became the first 
corresponding secretary (a posi-
tion equivalent to today’s executive 
director) of the Woman’s Missionary 
Union. And she and Lottie Moon to-
gether proposed a Christmas offering 
to support foreign missions work. At 
Annie’s recommendation, the offer-
ing was named after Lottie Moon. 
Armstrong proposed the first WMU 
self-denial offering for home missions 
work. It continues today as the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering for North 
American Missions. Wow! What a 
legacy to the life of one person!

Which leads me to another fasci-
nating timing issue… 2007 marks the 
launch of Southern Baptists national 

focus on Baltimore. This initiative, 
called “Strategic Focus Cities” will 
bring huge resources – financial, spiri-
tual and people – to Baltimore for the 
next three to four years.

The Broadway Annie might want 
to wait until some future tomorrow. 
The Baltimore Annie would be proud 
that Southern Baptists locally, state-
wide and nationally are currently 
partnering to reach our Charm City 
for Christ and that we are doing it 
now! I challenge you to give both 
personally and as a church to the An-
nie Armstrong Easter Offering. Give 
sacrificially. Deny yourself something 
in order to give. The stakes are high. 
God is at work here. I urge you to get 
into the spirit of Miss Annie and let’s 
roll up our sleeves and work together 
in Baltimore. Tomorrow is not an op-
tion. We must “carpe diem.” This is 
our time to step up and shine. I’m sure 
Miss Annie is cheering us on!

It has become something of a 
tradition for me as I address the 
General Mission Board in Decem-

ber of each year to 
label the upcoming 
year. I am choos-
ing to call 2007 the 
Year of Evaluation. 
Some of you may 
recall that in our 
Annual Meeting in 
1998 we adopted 
a new strategy for 
the coming decade. 
1999 was to be the 
preparation year 

and 2000 the launch year for the new 
strategy. 

Our mission was clearly de-
fined—to intentionally assist in the 

starting and strengthening of con-
gregations so that together we can 
accomplish the Great Commission. 
Our vision challenged us to have 600 
congregations and 150,000 persons 
actively fulfilling Jesus’ command in 
Matthew 28:19-20 by the year 2010. 
We were set to focus on five strategic 
initiatives: Church Planting/Multi-
plication, Congregational Develop-
ment, Leadership Development and 
Support, Missions Involvement and 
Resource Development.

It is hard to believe that we are 
now in 2007. My parents were right—
the older you get the faster time 
passes! We are less than three years 
from the start of a new decade.

It is important that we begin 
making preparation for the next steps 

in our cooperative missions jour-
ney. That preparation begins with a 
thorough evaluation of all that we 
are doing. We need to ask important 
questions. What are we doing? Why 
are we doing this? Is this what God 
wants us to do? Is there a better way 
to do what we are doing? Is it time 
to stop doing some things so that 
we can give attention and resources 
to doing other things that are more 
strategic to our mission? 

None of these are easy questions, 
but they must be asked. I have told 
our staff that everything we are do-
ing needs to go under the scope for a 
thorough evaluation.

We have made significant prog-
ress since we launched our present 
strategy. God is to be praised for 

the way He has blessed the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/Delaware. 
Thank you for your partnership in 
the Gospel. There really is synergy 
that results when churches work 
together to reach a region and our 
world for Jesus Christ.

I am specifically requesting your 
prayers as we journey through this 
time of evaluation and then prepara-
tion anticipating the approach of a 
new decade. I will keep you informed 
as to what we are learning. 

It is a privilege to serve Christ 
and serve Maryland/Delaware Bap-
tists in such a strategic area of our 
world and time in our history.
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It’s time to plan for the next decade 
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In the December 2006 issue, BaptistLIFE incorrectly stated that the 2007 Skycroft budget was $2,724,500. The correct amount is $1,724,500. We regret the error.

BaptistLIFE Correction
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Arundel Association

Arundel Association and Faith 
Church, Glen Burnie, are partnering 
to sponsor a mission trip to New Or-
leans on Mar. 17-24. Volunteers will 
do construction work to help refur-
bish homes and churches damaged 
by Hurricane Katrina. 

Rick Phipps, pastor of Severna 
Park Church, started a teaching 
series called “Desperate Households” 
in January. 

New Hope Community Church, 
Pasadena,  hosted a screening of the 
“Invisible Children: Rough Cut,” 
a documentary about the plight of 
Ugandan children, on January 19.

Baltimore Association

First Church, Landsdowne, 
has a bowling league on Thursday 
evenings. Forty people participate. 
They’ll be planning their summer 
league soon and they invite anyone 
interested in joining the fun and fel-
lowship. For more information, call 
(410) 242-7730. 

In October, the church called 
William “Bill” Stivers as its associ-
ate pastor. Stivers’ primary areas of 
responsibility will be discipleship 
and outreach. He brings many years 
of ministry experience to his call-
ing including over 40 years with the 
Baltimore Port Ministry (currently 
serving as the chairman/director), 
and many years teaching, preaching 
and providing pulpit supply for Balti-
more churches. Stivers is currently 
pursuing an M.A. in Pastoral Care at 
Loyola College. He is joined by his 
wife, Joan, who has always worked 
alongside him in ministry. Joan 
brings many wonderful gifts to their 
ministry; among them being a gifted 
Sunday School teacher and accom-
plished musician and soloist.

  Hazelwood Church, Baltimore, 
showed the movie “The Chronicles 
of Narnia” in the church sanctuary 
and drew 60 people for the event, 17 
of which were first time visitors to the 
church. 

Youth at Woodbrook Church, 
Baltimore, volunteer at the Eastside 
Shelter the second Sunday of each 
month. 

Blue Ridge Association

The Blue Ridge Association is 
having its first English as a Second 
Language classes at the association 
office. David Burt, BRBA’s director 
of missions said this is a first for the 
association. Burt said the Frederick, 
Washington, Jefferson and Berkley 
counties are growing ethnic areas 
and classes are a way to begin to 
meet those needs. 

Faith Church, Knoxville, has 
200 children signed up for Upward 
Basketball. This is the third year for 
the program, which started with just 
95 kids. 

The church will have its annual 
Valentine’s banquet this month, a 
family fun event in the family life 
center. Faith is working to minister 
through recreational activities. They 
regularly have family nights, craft 
and chat sessions, and camp outs. 
Two members recently traveled to 
San Antonio to Lifeway’s “Rec Lab” 
to learn more ways to be effective in 
recreation ministry. 

Delaware Association

Ogletown Church, Newark, 
Del., will have a women’s conference 
on Mar. 23- 24. The guest speaker 
is Patricia Shirer, the daughter of 
well known author/speaker Tony 

Evans. Local singing group, “Calling 
Levi,” will provide the special music. 
For information visit their website, 
http://www.ogletown.org/wom-
ensconference07.shtml or call (302) 
737-2511. 

Eastern Association

Eastern Association will sponsor 
an On Mission Celebration with mis-
sionaries in the area speaking at dif-
ferent churches throughout March. 

First Church, Cambridge, is 
planning its Easter egg hunt in April. 
The outreach event draws about 100 

people each year. Kids enjoy hunting 
for the eggs, playing relay games, 
getting their faces painted and doing 
cake walks. Church members serve 
food and use the time to get to know 
people in the community. 

The church has birthed a new 
plant, Primera Iglesia Bautista His-
pana Church. About 35 Hispanics 

are regularly attending. The church 
was formed as a result of a conver-
sation with Wilfredo Rodriguez, 
Immanuel Church, Salisbury; a 
local couple, Bernando and Carmen 
Torres and trustees of First Church 
during a community outreach event 
in April. Jose Nater was called as pas-
tor in September. Nater and his wife, 
Mayra, were involved with youth and 
drama ministries and church plant-
ing in their native Puerto Rico. Sixty-
five people attended the first services 
in September. 

The church is working to reach 
out to about a 2,000 Hispanic resi-

dents in Cambridge. Most are under 
25 and single.

Members celebrated Dia de los 
Reyes Magos, or The Three Kings 
Day, on Jan. 6. Members collected 
new and/or gently used toys which 
three “kings” distributed to children 
in the community. In December 
members distributed clothing. 

First Church, Easton, has two 
mission trips planned this year. To 
participate or get more information 
about the trips, please call Pastor 
Mike Logsdon at (410) 822-4241.

On June 9–16 a team of individu-
als will travel to Mexico and work 
with the church that is established in 
Puebla. Activities may include prayer 
walking, youth ministry, Vacation 
Bible School, etc. The deadline to reg-
ister is April 9 and the cost estimate 
is $850 - $1,000.

On Aug. 9-18, a group will be 
traveling through Turkey to visit 
the seven churches of Revelation 
and see where God first established 
His church. At the same time, they 
will be asking God how and where 
He can use them in that part of the 
world. This first trip will be the 
beginning of many trips where they 
invest their lives praying that God 
would establish a fellowship of be-
lievers and begin another God-sized 
movement in a spiritually dark place. 
The deadline to register is May 31 
and the cost estimate is $2,000.

Mid-Maryland Association

Dennis Marley, a deacon at 
Bethel Church, Ellicott City, raised 
$3,475 towards the Maryland Leu-
kemia & Lymphoma Society, al-
most $800 more than his original 
goal. (See the October 2006 issue of 
BaptistLIFE for the complete story). 

Mid-Maryland Association is 
planning a mission trip to Mississip-
pi to help Hurricane Katrina victims. 
Last year, the association sent a team 
of 300 workers to do construction, 
sports camps, backyard Bible clubs 
and banquets to show love and car-
ing for the Mississippi pastors. Those 
wanting to help can call the Mid-
Maryland office, (410) 290-7146. 

Montgomery association

First Church, Damascus, is in 
the midst of a message series by pas-
tor, Doyne Cantrell, called “How to 
Face Giants and Win.” It’s based on 
the movie, ”Facing the Giants,” by 
Sherwood Pictures and on the book, 
“Facing Your Giants” by Max Lucado. 
The church has a coffee café open 
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.

Potomac Association

The Potomac Association is 
planning a disaster relief mission trip 
to St. Louis, Miss., Feb. 17- 24. Team 
members will work to renovate and 
refinish homes damaged by hur-
ricanes, and they’ll provide pastoral 
counseling. If anyone would like to 
help with this project, space permit-
ting, call the PBA office, (301) 274-
5116.

Youth from White Plains 
Church, Pomfret, raised $240 to-
wards their winter events and 
towards Mission Fuge (M-Fuge) with 
the help of a flock of pink flamingos. 
The teens snuck around unsuspect-
ing church members’ homes and put 
pink flamingos in their yard. Some 
yards had a whole flock “land” in 
their yard. Savvy church members 
who wanted to keep the birds away 
paid for “anti-flocking” insurance. 

Waldorf Church has 500 children 
signed up for Upward basketball this 
year. 

Potomac Heights Church, In-
dian Head, has started 12 churches 
in Bolivia. Gary Willet, pastor, will 
lead three trips this year. Two of the 
original churches have birthed new 
churches. 
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MISSION RESOURCE: 
GENERAL POPULATION OF EACH ASSOCIATION

2005 data projections by the U.S. Census Bureau by county

A Closer Look at Western Association
By Kenny Heath

Well, the biggest fish to fry up here this year is the launching 
of the Deep Creek Lake Resort Mission. This will be a resort 
ministry, somewhat akin to Ocean City’s. Lynn Davis and Ellen 

Udovich have been helping us nurture this along, with recent help from 
the North American Mission Baord (NAMB). It’s been a dream of our 
association for at least ten years, and it kicks off with the arrival of Julie 
and Bill DuVall to the Lake area this summer. The DuValls are from here 
originally and are finishing their degree work at Southwestern Seminary 
in Fort Worth (Julie has finished her master’s in resort ministry; Bill is 
wrapping up his doctorate in Christian psychology/counseling).
      Julie will be our lead missionary at the resort, looking to make 
in-roads with the “one-time vacationers,” state park campers, second 
homeowners and owners/employees of the businesses that serve them 
around Deep Creek Lake. Bill will be assisting her, while seeking to earn 
their support by setting up a private Christian counseling practice and 
teaching at area colleges. He will also be making himself available to our 
churches as a professional counselor.

An application for short-term funding is being processed through 
NAMB. God has blessed our association over the past several years with 
about $16,000 of “above-the-budget” giving from churches and individu-
als, both within and outside the WBA, to be applied to some form of 
mission work. Beyond that, only the Lord knows where the funding will 
come from, but we are confident that this is His will, and that He will 
provide.

There are 5 major things God does through our association together 
(of which this is the fifth):
      1.  Youth camp (started in the late 1940s)
      2. Campus ministry at Frostburg State (started in the 1970s)
      3.  Jail minister, Bill Hunt (started in the 1980s)
      4.  Fairground ministry (started in the late 1990s)
      5.  Deep Creek Lake mission (starting in 2007).
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With the 
ar-
rival of 

February comes 
the thought 
of Valentine’s 
Day, romance, 
flowers, candy 
and that little 
word that stirs 
all kinds of 
emotion; LOVE. 
So what is love 
anyway? There 
is the roman-
tic definition 

offered in Webster’s Dictionary that 
says, “to hold dear; to cherish; to like 
or desire actively.” Then there is a 
spiritual definition of love described 
by Paul in I Corinthians 13 with a 
challenging list of patience, kindness, 
long suffering and sacrifice. And 
then the ultimate definition of love is 
found in John 3:16, “For God so loved 
the world He gave His son…”

My favorite definition of love 
came from a seven year old boy, 
Caleb. Caleb came home from school 
telling his parents the big news, 
“Lexy wants to chase me on Tuesday. 
That means she likes me.” Hiding his 
smile, Caleb’s dad asked how he felt 
about a girl liking him.  After some 
thought, Caleb gave this answer, 
“Well Dad, it makes me feel weird 
and strangely happy.” Never has love 
been expressed so eloquently by a 
seven year old!

There are a few things we can 
learn from Caleb and his first expe-
rience with “love.” The first thing 
we can learn from Caleb is in his 
response to Lexy. Knowing she liked 
him brought emotions of “feeling 
weird and strangely happy.” In our 
love relationship with Christ, we too 
should have a response to His dec-
laration of love for us. When in His 
presence we should find ourselves 
feeling “weird and strangely happy.” 
The desire for those feelings should 
be so strong that it becomes impos-
sible to spend a single day outside 
of His presence. When our desire for 
Him becomes that strong then we can 
begin the “chasing.”

Caleb knew of Lexy’s feelings 

because of her actions; chasing on 
Tuesday. Does God know how we feel 
about Him because of our actions? 
Do we chase God as a demonstration 
of our love for Him? God delights in 
our expressions of love for Him as we 
chase Him, not just one day a week, 
but every day of the week! How do 
we chase God?  Everyday that we 
spend time reading the Bible we are 
chasing God. Everyday that we spend 
time in prayer we are chasing God. 
Everyday that we spend time in wor-
ship we are chasing God. Everyday 
that we spend ministering to others 
we are chasing God.

Feb. 12-18 is a week set aside for 
the celebration of Woman’s Mission-
ary Union. WMU was started by one 
of Maryland’s own heroes, Annie 
Armstrong. Annie demonstrated, 
perhaps like none other, what it 
means to chase God. Not only did 
she demonstrate her love by her 
devotion to Bible study, prayer and 
worship, but she worked tirelessly 
in many mission endeavors. Annie 
reached out to the poor of Baltimore 
and challenged others to do likewise 
in their own cities. She hand wrote 
thousands of letters asking for finan-
cial support for worldwide mission 
efforts, including support for Lottie 
Moon who was serving in China. 
She headed up what has become an 
incredible organization for women, 
Woman’s Missionary Union. An-
nie was the first executive director 
for WMU, taking the job with the 
request that she would not receive a 
salary so that more money could go 
to missions.

Chasing God…most of us would 
agree we chase God on Sunday in 
worship. Many of us would agree 
that we chase God through daily 
Bible study. Few of us would agree 
that we chase God like Annie in the 
way we minister to others. During 
this month of love, let us all follow 
Annie’s lead and find ways that we 
can show others the love of Christ. 

And then they too can feel 
“weird and strangely happy” in the 
presence of the One who taught us 
about the ultimate definition of love, 
Jesus Christ.

How do you demonstrate 

your love for God?
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First Church, La Plata, has a die-
cut ministry. Die-cutting machines 
are used to cut multiple copies of 
letters and shapes. The church, in 
coordination with Central Church 
of Decatur, Ala., and First Church, 
Laurel, will provide die cuts for VBS 
for sister churches, in addition to 
supporting ministries such as scrap- 
booking. 

  Prince George’s Association

First Church, Beltsville, recently 
ordained Scott Williams as a deacon.

First Church, Capitol Heights, 
had a free diabetes seminar. 

Kensington Church, Landover, 
will have a lifeline screening on 
Tuesday, Feb. 6, for the church and 
community. Life line, in conjunction 
with Baptist Health Services, will 
provide staff to do carotid artery/
stroke, abdominal aortic aneurysm, 
peripheral arterial disease and osteo-
porosis screenings. Participants can 
pay for individual screenings rang-
ing from $35 to $45 or do a complete 

wellness package of all four tests 
for $129 or a vascular package for 
$109.00. Appointments begin at 9 a.m. 
but pre-registration is required by 
calling (800) 324-1851.

Cheryl Mitchell-Gaines shard a 
message about surviving sexual child 
abuse at Meadows Church, Brandy-
wine. Gaines is an attorney on the 
panel for the Council for Child Abuse 
and Neglect for the D.C. Superior 
Court. Clifton Files, a specialist for 
the Department of Family Adminis-
tration at the Administrative Office 
of the U.S Courts gave a presentation 
on the topic, “Finding Peace from 
Childhood Trauma.”

Cresthill Church, Bowie, is 
starting a new children’s ministry 
and is seeking puppets from church-
es that may be willing to donate or 
loan them. 

Susquehanna Association

Oak Grove Church, Bel Air, is 
starting a home school choir program 
on Thursdays beginning at 2 p.m. 
The cost is $10 to cover the cost of 

music. There are choirs for children, 
six to eight-year-olds and youth ages 
12 to 18. 

On Feb. 18, the church’s chil-
dren’s choir will present the musical 
“Race to Win.” The program has a 
NASCAR racing theme that teaches 
biblical principles about how every-
one can be a true winner. The show 
uses video clips of actual NASCAR 
races and interactive film clips with 
racing legend, Darrell Waltrip. 

The church is helping wounded 
military personnel sent to Walter 
Reed Army Hospital. Often the sol-
diers arrive without personal belong-
ings. The church is collecting essen-
tial supplies to tide them over until 
they can get their possessions. 

Western Association

First Church, Hagerstown, will 
celebrate its 125th anniversary on 
Mar. 1. Former pastors have been 
invited to join in the month-long cel-
ebration and members are collecting 
memorabilia. BCM/D executive direc-
tor David Lee will be a guest speaker. 

Misc. 

Mid-Maryland, Western and 
Blue Ridge Associations are co-
sponsoring a conference entitled 
“Leading the ‘Rurban’ Church” at 
Skycroft Conference Center on April 
12 and 13. 

The conference deals with issues 
facing those ministering in a collision 
of cultures as new people flock from 
the city and suburbs to rural areas. 
The conference speaker is Martin 
Giese. Giese served as pastor of a 
small rural church for 30 years. Cur-
rently he’s pastor of Faith Church in 
Park Rapids, Minn. 

He has served as an adjunct fac-
ulty member of Billy Graham School 
of Evangelism and is a frequent con-
ference speaker. Topics include the 
pastor as a cultural interpreter, lead-
ing an effective town and country 
church and mobilizing and leading a 
rural church through change. 

continued from page 3
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By Emmanuel Ephraim
Associate Pastor

First Church, Laurel

Dazed, confused, hesitant and 
with a vacant look in her eyes, 
she clasped her hand in her 

lap. Then she said, “I would rather 
not talk about my Trokosi past. It 
does not give me joy to remember 
those days. But the living condition 
here is God sent in comparison with 
life as a Trokosi slave.” The incredible 
story behind this Trokosi girl is both 
demeaning and heartbreaking in this 
21st century.

She comes from a culture of the 
southeastern part of Ghana that is 
governed by superstition and fear of 
the spirits. They live in the shadow of 
a god who exacts penalties through 
sickness and death upon those who 
displease him. They fear a god who 
has not made known to them his will 
and purposes.

Such superstition impels the 
people to go to their local shrines 
to consult the spirits or the gods for 
oracles on averting calamities. The 
consultation fee assessed by the “fe-
tish priest” of the shrine is a virgin. 
Thus 9 to 12 year-old girls are often 
turned over to the shrine priests as 
the price for oracles and atonement to 
the gods for the sins of the family.

These virgins become “Trokosi” 
which literally means “wife of the 
gods.” But in reality the girls become 
properties and concubines of the 
shrine priests. No longer virgins, they 
are forced to tend the farms of the 
shrine priests. These Trokosi girls end 
up giving birth to children who are re-
garded as “Trokosi,” whether male or 
female. Several generations of Trokosi 
can be found at many of the shrines.  

Steps in the Ghana Baptist 

Convention
Pastors with conscience laced 

with biblical virtues of love, human 
dignity and sense of duty of social 
responsibility toward the  needy, set 
out to correct the injustice and degra-
dation imposed on the innocent by a 
culture crippled with ignorance, fear 
and superstition – a culture on which 
the releasing and cleansing light of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ has not 
yet shined.

These Baptist pastors led the 
charge to cause the Ghana govern-
ment to legislate a cessation of the 
Trokosi practice. But due to lack of re-
sources of the government to enforce 
the legislation, the practice still con-
tinues. Aided by other international 
humanitarian organizations, the 
pastors negotiated for the freedom of 
hundreds of the Trokosi children.

Often these freed Trokosi slaves 
have nowhere to go, because they are 
rejected by their relatives and com-
munities due to superstitious fears 
that the gods would bring calamities 
upon the family or community. No 
one knows exactly the plight of the 
majority of these unaccounted for 
Trokosi children.

The Ghana Baptist Conven-
tion, through its Baptist Relief and 
Development Agency (BREDA), has 
set up a three year residential voca-
tional school for some of the freed 
Trokosi children in the Volta Region 
town called Frankadua. The Baptist 
Vocational and Training Center in 
Frankadua currently has 50 Trokosi 
children in residence, and it is able 
to take in only about 15 new stu-
dents each year. The trades currently 
offered are: sewing, weaving, hair 
dressing, catering, carpentry and 

basic literacy.  Other trades will be 
added as funds, space and personnel 
become available.

BREDA currently rents buildings 
on two separate compounds for the 
training and housing of the 50 Troko-
si students. It has acquired some land 
in Frankadua for a future educational 
and housing complex. This will en-
able BREDA to take in several more 
Trokosi children. But because of lack 
of funds, work has not yet started on 
either the design or the construction 
of the future home of the vocational 
training school.

Kente cloth weaving and other 
products of the school bring in much 
needed funds to supplement the 
meager budgetary allocations by the 
impoverished Ghana Baptist Conven-
tion. The WMU in America, through 
its World Craft program, makes it 
possible for churches in the US to 

place orders for the specially woven 
kente cloth strips. These kente strips 
can also be specially woven to work 
as bookmarks.

This is the story that Jervis 
Djokoto, director of BREDA, brought 
with him to the US in November and 
December of 2006. He was warmly 
received by David Lee, executive 
director of BCMD, and introduced 
to other staff at the Baptist Cen-
ter. Djokoto was the guest of First 
Church, Laurel, which has been in 
partnership with BREDA for the past 
three years.

(For further information and how 
to assist BREDA in their endeavors in 
Ghana, contact Emmanuel Ephraim at 

(301) 725-1688)

Ghana Baptists battle against Trokosi slavery of young girls

By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

ASHLAND, Ky.—When Jason 
Lovins, a Centrifuge camp worship 
leader, was five years old, his mother 
and grandmother sat him down to 
explain why he didn’t have a daddy.

As gently as possible, they shared 
how his mom, who at only 15 years 
old, was assaulted on her way home 
from the community swimming pool. 
She was raped.

The youngest girl of five children, 
the naïve teenager told no one. She 
later started experiencing regular 
bouts of sickness, only to discover that 
she was pregnant.

With him.
“I shouldn’t be here,” Lovins now 

recognizes. “I shouldn’t have what I 
have. I can think of a million reasons 
why my mom could have had an abor-
tion, but she didn’t.”

Instead, his faithful parent chose 
to raise him, with the assistance of his 
grandparents, in a strong Christian 
family environment. His mom chose 
to make good out of the negative 
situation.

And looking back on his child-
hood, Lovins says he only has good 
memories.

His earliest memory is his mom’s 
high school graduation, where he 
remembers the black and white caps 
flying in the air.

He didn’t miss having a father, 
but instead remembers constantly 
feeling loved and wanted.

At the age of 8, he became a Chris-
tian while attending an old country 
church in Kenova, W.V., where his 
grandmother sang in a Southern Gos-

pel band. He, too, loved to sing.
Invited to First Church, Kenova, 

Lovins was introduced to the “old 
school” praise and worship music, 
championed by fellow hometowner, 
Michael W. Smith.

Though family members had gone 
to high school with Smith, Lovins 
“never knew who the guy was” but 
has since met him. 

“It was crazy,” he shares, with an 
easy laugh in his voice.

Lovins sang in church, but it 
wasn’t until his college years at More-
head (Ky.) State University that “the 
Lord got a hold of him.”

Heavily involved in the Baptist 
Student Union (now called Baptist 
Campus Ministries), the easygoing 
student became best friends with 
other guys who wanted to be “rock 
stars for Jesus.”

Out of that camaraderie, Lovins 
and the band became the worship 
leaders for Centrifuge, the summer 
camps sponsored by LifeWay Chris-
tian Resources.

“We had no idea that it was the 

largest Christian camp in the world,” 
he now confesses.

“Our whole band was green. We 
were so clueless.” 

He acknowledges that he knew 
how to stand up and play songs for 
people. But to lead them in worship 
was a whole different challenge.

Lovins credits God for using Tony 
Merida, then camp pastor, to change 
his life. “That summer [in 2002], I 
left as a worship leader,” he affirms. 
“Tony helped me understand what it 
meant to really worship God.”

Yet, as Lovins has grown older, he 
confesses he often wonders why God 

allowed his mom to be raped.
“I’ve always believed that God 

was big enough to keep this from hap-
pening. I couldn’t understand why He 
let it happen,” he says.

But a little old lady who heard 
him lead worship provided his much 
sought after answer, “Why, you 
wouldn’t be here if it hadn’t have hap-
pened,” she wisely shared.

A naturally gifted singer, Lovins 
began putting the pieces together. He 
began to see his love of music and 
love for Jesus as something he could 
offer to others. He could see how his 
story could bring hope to others.

“I’ve always been different. I 
knew that God had something for 
me,” he realizes.

With this realization, the former 
AFLAC insurance salesman recently 
took the leap of faith to become a full-
time worship leader. His first project 
is entitled “Songs from Sunday,” 
which includes his original songs as 
well as mainstream worship songs.

In addition to the Centrifuge 
camps, where he serves alongside his 
wife, Jana, he and his band mates, 
Jeremy Wolfe, Anthony Tackett, Philip 
Abbott, Levi Castle, and Hillary 
Chaney, are scheduled to serve at sev-
eral churches and conferences across 
the nation.

The Jason Lovins Band will be fea-
tured at the 2007 Student Evangelism 
Conference, sponsored by the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/Delaware, 
on Mar. 9-10, 2007, in Ocean City, Md. 

For more information, visit online 
at www.yourbcmd.org/youth or at 
www.jasonlovins.com.

Centrifuge worship leader affirms God’s hand on his life even 

though he was a product of rape



February 2007

BCM/D
February and 
March Events

 

BRMC is the 
Baptist Mission Resource Center 

(formerly the Baptist Center)

FEBRUARY

12-18   Focus on WMU in 
BCM/D churches (ext. 231)

17   Bible Teaching for 
Sunday School/Bible Teaching 
Multiplier Teams, at BMRC; 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. (ext. 231)

24   2007 State VBS 
Training,  at BRMC; 9:30 a.m.-
2 p.m. (ext. 226)

MARCH

2-3   “Fill My Cup” Women 
on Mission Retreat for all 
women 16 yrs. and above, at 
Camp Wo-Me-To; Fri., 6:30 p.m. 
- Sat., 12 noon (ext. 231)

3   In His Grip Golf 
Evangelism Training at 
Colonial Church, Randallstown, 
Md.; 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. (ext. 220)

4-11   Week of Prayer for 
North American Missions and 
Annie Armstrong Offering 
(ext. 231)

9-11   Youth Evangelism 
Conference: “No Parking,” at 
Carousel Hotel in Ocean City; 
Fri., 8 p.m. - Sun., 12 noon (ext. 
223)

16-17   African American 
Awareness Conference for all 
African American pastors, at 
BMRC; 9:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. (ext. 
223)

16-17   RA Congress for all 
boys grades 1-6. at Middle 
River Church; Fri. 6 p.m. - Sat., 
3 p.m. Deadline Mar. 6; Cost: 
$15 (ext. 215)

16-17   “To Know” - an event 
for the whole family, at 
Washington Bible College, 
6511 Princess Garden Pkwy, 
Lanham, MD 20706; Cost: $30 
for individuals/$100 for family 
of 4 or more; Deadline: Mar. 9; 
(ext. 200 ot 223)

24   Discovery Day for any 
person interested in becoming a 
church planter, at BRMC; 9 a.m. 
- 2 p.m. (ext. 225)

For detailed information 
about the events listed above, go to 

www.yourbcmd.org/calendar 
or call 1-800-466-5290 and the 

appropriate extension.

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md.—Best-selling 
author Ted Dekker is often com-
pared to Stephen King – but with a 
redemptive message. His books are 
incredibly fast moving, unpredict-
able, sometimes violent, at times ter-
rifying and all engaging. The books 
always, in some unique way, portray 
the classic battle between good and 
evil. They challenge non-Christians 
to seek God and force Christians to 
re-examine their spiritual lives – all 
without being remotely preachy. His 
book, Thr3e, was made into a movie 
and was released on Jan. 5. “Thr3e” is 
a psychological thriller about a semi-
nary student who is stalked by a serial 
killer.  

Dekker is the son of missionaries 
John and Helen Dekker, who worked 
among headhunters in Indonesia. He 
now lives with his family in Colo-
rado. 

BaptistLIFE:  As a child of mis-
sionary parents, I’m sure you experi-
enced the awesome power of God in 
incredible ways. When and how did 
you come to personally know Christ 
as your Savior – when you claimed 
God’s salvation as your own? 

Dekker:  Like many children, I 
made a commitment early at six years 
old. But my journey has been a bit 
of a roller coaster. Passionate be-
liever through high-school. Confused 
doubter through college and in early 
adulthood. Renewal mid-life. I count 
my renewal as more of a salva-
tion than my early experience. 
It was more of a heart change 
than a simple verbal commit-
ment.

BaptistLIFE:  What were 
your goals in life as a young 
person? Did you consider a call 
to pastoral ministry or the mis-
sion field?  

Dekker: Actually I nearly 
went to the mission field in my 
twenties. I felt like a complete 
stranger here in the Western 
world and was looking for 
an escape more than a ministry. It 
would have been a huge mistake.

Growing up with communica-
tors who left one culture to engage 
another, I’ve always been fascinated 
with the way people think and how 
they form their opinions. From a very 
early age I was attracted to influenc-
ing people through some kind of 
magically profound connection. It 
wasn’t until I was thirty or so that 
I began exploring the connection 
through story. 

BaptistLIFE:  Your fiction is so 
unique. I’m impressed that you take 
chances in writing “off the wall” and 
delving into fantasy areas others 
don’t. The bat creatures in the Circle 
trilogy blew me away. Where do you 
get your ideas and characters?  

Dekker: My protagonists are 
average people, easily identifiable to 
other ordinary people, thrown into 
extraordinary situations that test 
their understanding of reality. Those 
extraordinary situations are where 
characters like the bats come in, and 
honestly, they are simply unique 
reflections of good, evil and all that 
lies between. I search for fresh ways 
to express wellworn ideas and I try 
to bring them to life using characters 
that don’t walk through our living 
rooms every day.

Pure escapism with inescapable 
truth, I say.

BaptistLIFE:  Have you seen 
people come to Christ as a result of 
reading your books? My thought 
would be that you’re causing a lot 
of people to take some real serious 
looks in the mirror. Personally, I felt 
like I had a little revival inside when 
I read “Blessed Child.” What re-
sponses are you getting? 

Dekker: Some report throwing a 
book of mine across the room. Oth-
ers report frowning and dropping 
the book in the trash marked “Irrel-
evant.” Still others have bruised their 
knees following a sudden desire to pray.

No one has yet decided to picket, 
though I did have a graphic novel 
pulled from the shelves of one chain 
due to violent content. 

Looking in the mirror can be ter-
rifying, sobering or comforting. I’ll 
provide the mirror; you decide what 
to make of what you see.

BaptistLIFE:  I saw an interview 
online about young people reading 
your books. I can understand how 
they would relate to the action and 
“edginess.” What kind of feedback are 
you getting from those young people? 

Dekker: I would say that read-
ers under the age of 35 now make up 
half of my audience and I couldn’t be 
more excited. Few from the tradition-
al boxes of Christianity speak their 

language, and I’m glad to be among 
those few. Speaking the language 
of the emerging culture is critical if 
we hope to stem the massive exodus 
from faith currently underway.

I will continue to write for the 
young even at the expense of offend-
ing those who don’t understand their 
language.

BaptistLIFE:  Do you have crit-
ics who say the intenseness of the 
books may be going too far? If so, 
how do you respond? 

Dekker: Not really, but they will 
when they see the movies. I respond 
by saying that what offends the tribal 
people I grew up with is different 
than what offends you. What offends 
my mother is different than what 
offends my son. What offends those 
bothered by intense movies isn’t of-
fensive to the young of your land.

Just because you don’t like elec-
tric guitars on stage, doesn’t mean 
the use of electric guitars is going too 
far in worship. What it does mean is 
that you should go to the service that 
features the piano, rather than the 
guitar.

Don’t ban rock music, or thrillers, 
or graphic novels featuring Karate 
kicks from your corner Christian 
store. Just buy those books that speak 
your language and be thankful that 
the language of the young is also be-
ing spoken in the land of truth.

BaptistLIFE:  You and I are 
about the same age. I’ve seen a huge 

transformation in the church as 
a whole, desperately trying to 
reach the changing world with 
the unchanging gospel. What do 
you think are the biggest prob-
lems the church faces today?  
How is it being effective? 

Dekker: The single greatest 
challenge facing the American 
church is an alarming erosion of 
core beliefs. I don’t write about 
important issues like abortion 
and divorce and R rated films, 
because all of these things 
provide meaningless discussion 
without much more foundational 

beliefs and values.
Beliefs like, God exists. We are 

born in sin. These are the real issues 
of our day.

I recently read that it’s estimated 
that 20,000,000 Americans have lost 
a faith in God in the last three years. 
This is an epidemic among those 
disillusioned with those fixated on 
elevating forms over faith.

To be effective, faith must be 
relevant. It’s a cliché, I know, but only 
because it’s so true.

BaptistLIFE:  Finally, congratu-
lations. You must be very excited 
about Thr3e coming out in the mov-
ies today. How does it feel to have a 
book made into a movie? I read that 
“House” is scheduled to be released 
later this year. 

Dekker: Scary. Obviously a book 
and a movie are two different ani-
mals. I know the book world. Now 
it’s time to start the journey in the 
movie world and something tells me 
more than a few people will try to 
crucify me along the way.

Having said that, Thr3e’s a great 
little film that introduces the Chris-
tian world to a whole new way of 
thinking about what kind of stories 
are coming to the big screen down 
the road. I’ll leave it at that.

Ted Dekker, a former 

missionary kid 

who lived in Indonesia, 

has authored several 

best-selling Christian fiction 

books, including: 

• The Circle Trilogy 

(“Black,” “Red,” “White”)

• “Saint” 

• “Showdown” 

• “Obsessed”

• “Heaven’s Wager”, 

• “When Heaven Weeps”

• “Thunder of Heaven”

• “Blessed Child”

• “A Man Called Blessed”

• “Blink”

• “Thr3e”

Best-selling author Ted Dekker’s writing is 

“pure escapism with inescapable truth”

Page 6
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By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

 
PARKVILLE, Md.—At 79-years-

old, Elwood Ulmer, visitation min-
ister at Middle River Church, gets a 
real kick out of making people smile. 
Ulmer is also known as “Bussie the 
Clown.” “Bussie” is a family nick-name 
his father gave him. He clowns around 
at Delaware Association’s Raceway 
Ministry and at church and commu-
nity events. Effortlessly he blows up 
apple balloons and writes Psalms 17:8 
with a special marker –“Keep me as 
the apple of Your eye; Hide me in the 
shadow of Your wings.” 

“Then I ask them, ‘Are you the 
apple of God’s eye?’” Ulmer says. 
Sometimes they say yes, often they say 
they don’t know, and Ulmer shares the 
gospel with them. 

Ulmer has been clowning for 
about ten years. He started doing it for 
his grandkids. Then he began reading 
books and going to clowning confer-
ences to learn more. 

His children got together and had 
a Christian oriented clown suit spe-
cially made for their father. 

“It’s a happy, light suit,” Emily 
Ulmer, Elwood’s wife said. She ex-
plained that often clown suits can be 
scary for little children. Ulmer’s suit 
is blue, with clouds and happy words 

like “joy,” “peace” and “love” on it. He 
points to the words as he leads chil-
dren in singing, “If You’re Happy and 
You Know It.”

Ulmer first started going out 
clowning by doing a grand opening for 
a Seven-Eleven store his daughter, Su-
san Copenhaver, owned in Dundalk. 
“The kids just absolutely went crazy. 
They loved it, and he found out how 
much he loved it,” Copenhaver said. 
People saw him and started calling 
him for VBS, block parties and other 
events. 

Several years ago, Ulmer, who also 
serves as a blue hat in SBC’s Disas-
ter Relief program, was dressed and 
made up and ready to go clown at the 
racetrack in Delaware. He got a phone 
call telling him Disaster Relief coordi-
nator, George Blevins, had a tragedy in 
his family and was unable to oversee 
a relief effort for Hurricane Katrina 
victims flown to New England. Ulmer 
had to quickly “change hats” and get 
out of his clown outfit and into his 
disaster relief clothes to take over the 
disaster relief effort in Connecticut. 

That’s typical of Ulmer. He’s a 
super senior saint who doesn’t seem to 
slow down and won’t stop until God 
calls him home. He has a schedule 
difficult for a twenty-year-old to keep 
up with.

Emily Ulmer agrees. On the day 

BaptistLIFE interviewed Emily, 
her husband was at Sam’s Club 
picking up supplies for Inner Har-
bor Ministry’s feeding program at 
Curtis Bay. Then he was headed to 
the hospital for visitation. After that 
he was going to Curtis Bay to over-
see the feeding and ministry. Then 
he was heading to preach at the 
Baltimore Rescue Mission. That’s 
typical for Elwood Ulmer.

Emily Ulmer said that due to 
her husband’s many ministrial 
duties, he’ll be in Darlington one 
day and Elkton the next. 

 “There’s nothing he can’t do,” 
his daughter Susan said. Ulmer 
helps her in her store, putting away 
cases that weigh 48 to 60 pounds. 

“God has given him the 
strength and ability to stay young 
and do these things. He said the 
gift came from God and he doesn’t 
want to stop,” she said. 

Among the many ministries 
Ulmer pastored Grace Church, 
Pasadena, The Church at Severn Run 
(formerly Severn Chapel, then Severn 
Church), Linthicum, First Church 
North East, Parkville and Loch Raven. 
He’s served as interim pastor through-
out the convention. He served as a 
state disaster relief coordinator and 
was Camp Wo-Me-To’s first resident 
manager. His son, Frank, now serves 

in that capacity. Ulmer accepted Christ 
during a Youth for Christ event in 
Wilmington, Del., and served as a 
U.S. Marine in Hawaii where he was 
licensed to preach in 1950. 

“I love my life,” Ulmer said. “And I 
love making people happy.” 

Senior saint clowns for Christ at church and community events

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

COLUMBIA, Md.—Robert Soon 
Kim is BCM/D’s new missionary for 
language churches and Asian coor-
dinator. Kim will work to encourage 
and enhance existing Asian churches 
and groups and help them birth new 
churches. 

 Kim formerly served as a North 
American Mission Board national 
missionary for people groups of 
Korea, Japan, Vietnam, Cambodia and 
Pacific Asia. 

He and his wife, Nam Kim, are 
from Seoul, Korea. Kim grew up in 
a Christian family and attended a 
Presbyterian church regularly, but 
didn’t have a personal relationship 
with Christ. A representative of the 
Navigators, an international Christian 
outreach group, shared with Kim and 

he gave his heart to Christ. 
“I didn’t have an assurance of 

salvation. They introduced me to the 
Lord in person. I am indebted to them 
for my salvation and discipleship,” 
Kim said. 

“I prayed to be a disciple maker.” 
In 1980, Kim came to the United 

States and began attending Global 
Mission Church, Silver Spring, then 
known as First Korean Church. He 
was baptized there and commissioned 
to go to Southeastern Seminary. While 
there, he had an opportunity to start 
a Korean ministry at a local church in 
Petersburg, Va. 

 After graduating seminary, Kim 
went to Houston, Texas, where he 
served for eight years as senior pastor 
of Seoul Church. In 1992 he began 
working with the Baptist Convention 
of New York as a church planting mis-
sionary. He began ministering with 

NAMB in Oct. 2003. 
Kim plans to ask Korean church-

es to begin partnering with other 
language churches to encourage and 
equip them.   

“I will ask a major Korean church 
to make connections with other Asian 
language churches.” 

Interestingly, the languages are 
different, but that barrier won’t be a 
problem, according to Kim. 

“Language can only commu-
nicate verbally,” he said. “We share 
commonalities by background and 
culture. We eat the same food. There 
are similarities among us,” he said.

The Asian churches share the 
same letters. “China originally in-
vented its own lettering system,” Kim 
said. “Japan and Korea adopted those 
Chinese characters to their own writ-
ten system.” 

Kim and Nam Kim have three 

children. Hannah and Susie are mar-
ried, and Kevin recently graduated 
from college. 

In his spare time Kim likes sports. 
He played soccer in Korea, and he 
likes watching football, baseball and 
basketball on television. 

He admits to being a Yankees fan, 
but said he’s getting some ribbing 
about that. “They say, no, no, you can’t 
do that in this area,” he laughed. He 
likes the Giants and Jets too.

“We are delighted to have Robert 
Kim as a part of our BCM/D team,” 
David Lee,   BCM/D executive direc-
tor said. “I am so impressed with his 
passion for the local church, a pas-
sion which I share. Anytime you can 
have the person responsible for the 
national Asian strategy come here 
and focus his expertise and experi-
ence on our strategic area, it is indeed 
a great blessing.”

Robert Soon Kim, former NAMB employee, serves as BCM/D 

missionary to language churches and as Asian coordinator

By Carolyn Kapus
Northwest Church

REISTERTOWN, Md.—Six years 
ago, Northwest Church, Reisterstown, 
Md., took a leap of faith and transi-
tioned from Vacation Bible School 
(VBS) into Bible Day Camp (BDC). The 
new format was received well by the 
community, with over 200 children 
participating. It proved to be a big hit, 
and God has continued to bless our 
ministry tremendously.

“What is the difference between 
VBS and BDC?” you ask. Well, in a 
nutshell, here it is.

VBS is typically a five-day themed 
program lasting approximately two 
hours per session. A pre-selected 
curriculum is used for the week. 
Children gather to learn about God’s 
Word in a station-oriented setting 
broken up by age groups. Groups 
rotate among different stations such 
as arts and crafts, music, story time, 

snack time and game time, with each 
station facilitated by an adult leader 
and assistants. Each center focuses on 
the daily lesson and weekly theme. In 
tying the themes and lessons together 
through stations, children ultimately 
learn about God’s unfailing love and 
salvation through our Lord and Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ.

BDC is also a five-day themed 
program using a pre-selected curricu-
lum. Camp is geared towards elemen-
tary school aged boys and girls in our 
community.  It is an extended pro-
gram lasting five hours per day with 
both breakfast and lunch included for 
campers and volunteer workers.  

Instead of campers rotating 
among stations, the children select an 
area of concentration prior to camp 
and are assigned to their camp of 
choice for the given week. The pro-
gram offers experiences in art, music 
and theater and sports. Sports choices 
include soccer, flag football, baseball, 

softball, basketball, gymnastics and 
cheerleading.  

To unify the camp, all of the 
campers start and finish the day 
together at rally time. Children enjoy 
meal times together in one large 
dining facility. Camp t-shirts, worn 
throughout the week by both campers 
and volunteers, also unite our camp.    

Midday, smaller camp groups 
gather together into larger groups 
for a themed Bible lesson based not 
only on scripture, but also on a cur-
rent day life story and return to their 
small groups for further discussion. 
Through the presented lesson and 
day’s activities, children are taught 
about God’s love and salvation 
through Christ Jesus.  

At week’s end, participants gather 
for a special closing program, where 
campers display their newly learned 
or honed skills for family and friends 
to enjoy, as the Gospel message is 
presented to all in attendance.  

Follow-up visits are conducted in 
the weeks following BDC. 

Bible Day Camp at Northwest 
Church is a free outreach program in 
our community. Breakfast and lunch 
are also included at no charge for each 
camper and volunteer worker. We 
work with a limited church budget 
and rely on donations from local area 
businesses and campers. A nominal 
fee is charged for t-shirts to cover costs.  

Whether you choose a VBS or a 
BDC format, in the end, the goal re-
mains the same: reach kids and their 
families for Christ. 

As John 6:40 (NIV) tells us, “For 
my Father’s will is that everyone who 
looks to the Son and believes in him 
shall have eternal life, and I will raise 
him up at the last day.” 

Our job as fellow Christians is 
simple: Help others see the Son. Oth-
erwise, all that we do is in vain.

Northwest Church explores VBS vs. Bible Day Camp

Elwood Ulmer clowns around
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able to launch next year. Lee said the 
convention will be scrutinizing this 
area as part of our year of evaluation. 

Lee said the BCM/D needs to look 
at its goals for 2010 and beyond and 
ask the questions: “What we are do-
ing? Why are we doing it? Is that what 
God wants and is there a better way?” 

Acts 1:8 may be a slogan or a pro-
gram for some, but for BCM/D it has 
become our marching orders until 
Jesus comes back, he said. Only then 
will we put it on the shelf. 

 “It’s been a good year but we’re 
looking forward to 2007 as being a 
better year. God is at work in mighty 
ways. It won’t be a dull year. It’s a 
wonderful and exciting time to be a 
child of God in ministry,” Lee said. 

Financial Report
John Faris reiterated what Lee 

said – that it’s been a good year finan-
cially. Faris said we had an ambitious 
goal of a 6% increase in Cooperative 
Program (CP) giving and we’re right 
on goal to do that. There’s a good 
chance, Faris said, that we may ex-
ceed our $4.9 million CP goal.

Faris said the state missions offer-
ing is coming in at a slower pace than 
anticipated. If giving does not in-
crease, it will impact the 2007 budget. 
In 2005, the offering was a little short, 
but Faris said it was attributed to the 
hurricane relief effort. The Missions 
Involvement Team will be evaluating 
the offering and there are already 
changes in the works on how to do 
things differently next year.

Administrative Committee 
Fred Dyer reported for the 

Administrative Committee. GMB 
members voted to approve the new 
mission statement and goals set forth 
for the BCM/D Collegiate Minis-
try, which are to reach students 
for Christ, to connect them to local 
churches, to disciple them to maturity 
and to cultivate local church and as-
sociational involvement.

Lee said the new document 
builds accountability into student 
evangelism and gives local churches 
an opportunity to be intricately in-
volved in campus ministry.

The committee took action on the 
approved hiring of Robert Kim as the 
missionary for Language Churches 
and Asian Coordinator. He began 
January 2007. Kim formerly served as 
Asian Strategist for the North Ameri-
can Mission Board (NAMB). 

Dyer asked GMB members to 
pray for the Administrative Com-
mittee for their visioning retreat in 
February. 

Strategy Teams
Thom Thornton reported on 

the Missions Involvement Team. 
Thornton commended Mal Utleye, 
who served on the team for a decade 
and is now passionately involved in 
ministry to Moldova. He also recog-
nized Bill Viel, director of Inner Har-
bor Ministries, who will be transition-
ing into retirement in 2007. Thornton 
called Dan Sheffield a “partnership 
guru” who has “carried the torch” 
into areas of Scotland, Mexico and the 

Middle East. These men, Thornton 
said, are serving as examples of what 
the Missions Involvement Team is 
about – encouraging people and en-
gaging them in worldwide missions. 

Rolando Castro reported for the 
Church Planting and Multiplication 
Team. There were 31 new congrega-
tions started in the past year – four in 
the last quarter of 2005 and 27 to date 
in 2006. Seven of the eleven associa-
tions have seen at least one new work 
in their area. These new congrega-
tions include Africans, African-Amer-
icans, Anglo-Americans, Filipinos, 
Hispanics, Indian, Korean and Nepali 
communities. 

Castro said the assessment pro-
cess for planters has changed from 
a three-day process to one day. The 
change, he said, saves money and 
has been a good experience for the 
potential planters and  for the asses-
sors. Assessments will be moved to 
regional locations throughout the 
BCM/D area. 

The team is finalizing plans to 
partner with “teaching “ churches in 
each region which will become expe-
riential learning centers for maturing 
church planters and “farm systems” 
for recruiting future planters. 

In a written report by Mike Wat-
terson for the Congregational Devel-
opment Team, Watterson reported 
that the Horizons Ministry Confer-
ence in July drew 215 people repre-
senting 63 churches. Several people 
made decisions of recommitment at 
the end of the celebration service. 

Don Sweeney, in a written report 
for the Leadership Development 
and Support Team wrote that the 
priorities for 2006 and plans for 2007 
include supporting churches expe-
riencing conflict, 
assisting minis-
ters terminated 
by working with 
host churches 
for a transitional 
period, assistance 
to pastors and 
families needing 
counseling, con-
tinued support for 
ministers and their 
families, confer-
ences, workshops 
and retreats to 
support leader-
ship of Hispanic 
and African 
American con-
gregations, training of transitional 
pastors to support churches in need 
of interim leadership and new train-
ing for worship leaders and ministers 
of Christian education. 

John Faris, reporting for the 
Resource Development Team, in a 
written report, said that the Coopera-
tive Program is still our major source 
of funding Baptist work. As of fall, 
Faris wrote that it looks like another 
record year for CP giving. The team 
is continuing to actively promote 
Christian Estate Planning semi-
nars. Seventy new estate plans were 
completed or were in the process of 
being completed. One church and one 
association created Heritage Funds 

to endow ministries in the future 
through planned giving efforts in 
cooperation with the Baptist Founda-
tion of MD/DE.  

Nearly $250,000 has been given so 
far to the Embrace 
Baltimore, “A 
Campaign for Sup-
port” program, to 
support ministry 
evangelism proj-
ects in Baltimore 
churches. 

Reports from 
the field

Paul Langs-
ton, member of 
Ogletown Church, 
shared about his 
visit with a mis-
sion team to Asia, 
and his opportu-
nity to be where 
Lottie Moon 
ministered. He 
shared his experi-
ences of talking 
to children at an 
“English Corner” 
on a Friday night 
and how one little girl went out and 
won 11 others to the Lord. When the 
team left, 16 people had accepted 
Christ and had listed 270 friends they 
intended to share Christ with. 

Dennis Kim, senior pastor of 
Global Mission Church said he visited 
the church where Lottie Moon minis-
tered. Kim shared some of the history 
of the building, how the pastor had 
been in prison, then released and al-
lowed to preach at the church again, 
how members had to hide and meet 
secretly, and how the church is cur-

rently operating. He 
plans to learn more 
of the story and will 
share it at that time.

Reports from 
Agencies & 
Committees

Robert 
Gerstmyer, executive 
director of Baptist 
Family & Children’s 
Services (BFCS) 
reporting for the 
BFCS, shared about 
a special Christmas 
store that ministered 
to families in Balti-
more. Through BFCS 

and The Church on Warren Avenue, 
volunteers brought toys to the church 
and opened the doors for Christmas 
“shopping.” The cost was $1 or one 
canned good per child to stock the 
food pantry. Gerstmyer estimates 
about 200 children will receive pres-
ents from the “store.” Church mem-
bers also registered everyone who 
came so they can follow up with the 
families. 

Gerstmyer said he hopes every 
city church will have a Christmas 
“store” next year. They’ve already 
secured warehouse space and they’re 
collecting gifts for next year.

BFCS will begin its ministry to 
the Eastern Shore early in 2007 and 

will be advertising for a coordina-
tor and recruiting foster parents and 
other workers. 

Fifty-one children were placed in 
treatment foster homes in 2006. The 

Good Samaritan 
Network has re-
sponded to 100 calls 
since July 1.

Bruce Revel, 
Eastern Association 
director of mis-
sions, reported for 
the Affiliation 
Committee. The 
committee, rec-
ommended two 
new churches for 
approval as part 
of the Convention. 
Revel said churches 
are required to 
furnish a statement 
of beliefs, a mis-
sion statement and 
leadership report 
that is reviewed by 
the committee. 

Doug Alberts, 
pastor of Grace 
Church, Pasadena, 

asked why a church would seek con-
vention membership and not associa-
tion membership. 

David Lee said new churches are 
always encouraged to go through the 
local associations before and after 
their affiliation with BCM/D. But 
they can choose to affiliate with one 
or both. 

“At the end of the day, it’s an 
autonomy issue,” he said. “They can 
choose to affiliate with part of us or 
all of us.” 

Often, Lee explained, new church-
es just need to be educated about who 
we are and how we operate. 

Malcom Funn, Bayside Church, 
asked Bruce Revel what criteria the 
committee uses to determine whether 
to recommend a church for affiliation 
or not. 

“We look at doctrine and prac-
tice,” Revel replied. 

GMB members approved the 
affiliation of The Church of Wonder-
ful Light and New Beginning Bible 
Church. 

BCM/D President’s Remarks
Rick Hancock read the Christmas 

story from Luke 2. Everything is in 
place for Christmas, Hancock said. 
But for many believers, they’re miss-
ing a piece – joy. 

The angels said the One who is 
sovereign Lord is here, where’s the 
joy? The Christmas story reminds me 
to embrace God’s joy, he said. Han-
cock said our relationship to God, to 
others, and to sin and holiness have a 
direct bearing on our joy.

 He remembered a childhood 
song and how they sang “If you’re 
happy and you know it, tell your 
face.”

“The Christmas story reminds us 
to embrace God’s joy; it reminds us to 
express God’s joy,” he said. 

David Lee encourages GMB members to look toward 2010

New General Mission Board 

president, John Gauger, pastor of 

First Church, Perryville,  welcomes 

members to the December meeting.

Paul Langston of Ogletown Church 

shares about a mission trip to Asia 

at the December General Mission 

Board meeting.

ADVERTISEMENT

continued from page 1
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By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

NEW YORK CITY—Before be-
coming city coordinator for Strategic 
Focus City efforts in New York City, 
senior pastor of one of the fast-
est growing churches in America, 
and co-author of the church-plant-
ing guidebook, “Launch,” Nelson 
Searcy’s resume was already full of 
successful starts.

As a young entrepreneur in high 
school, Searcy successfully led and 
managed a computer technology 
company that eventually serviced 
nationally recognized corporations. 

After earning national awards for 
his leadership ability, he began trav-
eling around the country to share the 
principles he had learned, sharing 
the stage with much older leadership 
standouts, such as Zig Ziglar and 
Tom Peters.

As normal practice, he hungrily 
read these successful leaders’ books 
in an effort to maximize his own 
abilities. 

As he reached to buy the latest 
book, another one displayed next to it 
intrigued him. It was entitled, “Peace 
with God,” written by Billy Graham, 
a virtual unknown to Searcy.

“I thought he was already dead,” 
recalled Searcy, in an interview with 
BaptistLIFE. 

Admitting he had recognized 
the Graham name from freeways 
dedicated in his hometown Charlotte, 
N.C., Searcy said the book introduced 
new questions to his life. 

Did he have peace with God? 
Wanting to find out, he called the 1-
800-number in the back of the book. 
The pleasant voice who answered 
guided him in a prayer that launched 
an entirely new start in his life—in 
fact, a new life in Christ.

The Graham organization point-
ed Searcy to a local Baptist church, 
where he continued his newfound 
spiritual journey. 

Searcy later earned two bacca-
laureate degrees from Gardner-Webb 
University in Boiling Springs, N.C., 
and a master of divinity degree from 
Duke University, and served as team 

leader for evangelism with the Bap-
tist Convention of North Carolina.

He also served alongside lead 
pastor Ray Wickham in the develop-
ment of New Horizons Fellowship, 
a Purpose Driven 
church plant in 
Apex, N.C. There, in 
the first four to five 
years, the church 
grew quickly to 
around 600 people 
using contemporary 
methods.

“This was in the 
mid-90’s, when a 
contemporary style 
church was re-
ally unique,” Searcy 
noted.

The growth 
opportunities led 
Searcy to develop 
informal pastor 
coaching networks 
throughout the 
Southeast, where 
pastors could 
dialogue about was 
working or wasn’t 
working within 
their own churches. 

At the same 
time, Searcy began 
“SmartLeadership,” a web-based 
resource center, to equip secular 
leaders to achieve personal influence 
through integrity, innovation and 
intelligence. 

The leadership networks contin-
ued growing in the region, a fact that 
was soon noticed by megachurch 
pastor Rick Warren. Warren contact-
ed Searcy and invited him to move to 
southern California to serve as direc-
tor of the Purpose Driven Communi-
ty at Saddleback Valley Community 
Church in Lake Forest.

Searcy and his wife, Kelley, made 
the move, where Searcy’s leadership 
skill set grew even more. He traveled 
across the nation teaching Purpose 
Driven churches to move to the next 
level.

On one particular trip, in early 
2000, Searcy “was interrupted by 
the call” to plant a church in—of all 

places—New York City. 
Supporting the call, Saddleback 

Church then sent him across the 
country to research the people and, 
with a team of people, plant a church. 

Then Septem-
ber 11, 2001, came. 

After the attack 
on the World Trade 
Center towers, 
Saddleback sent 
emergency funds 
to Searcy’s New 
York church to help 
fund memorial ser-
vices the following 
week. More than 
90 people, many of 
whom knew people 
who died in the 
attack, attended 
those first meet-
ings of Searcy’s 
new church – The 
Journey.

Acknowledg-
ing the expense of 
living in the high 
cost Manhattan, 
Searcy decided to 
work full time as 
strategist and city 
coordinator for the 
Southern Baptist 

Convention’s North American Mission 
Board’s Strategic Focus City Initiative. 

In this role, Searcy spent about 65 
hours a week leading efforts to plant 
churches, support existing churches 
and ministries, and develop new ini-
tiatives to share God’s love in Metro 
New York. 

All the while he led a handful 
of people to continue the dream of 
The Journey. Beginning the follow-
ing Easter, the small crowd gathered 
in two Manhattan locations as the 
church began weekly services for the 
first time. 

Since then, the innovative, mul-
ticultural congregation, whose focus 
is 20-40 year olds, has grown to over 
1,200 in four Sunday worship servic-
es in Manhattan, earning The Jour-
ney a 2004 Purpose Driven Church 
Health Award.

Over the years the church has 

met in comedy clubs, off-Broadway 
theaters and public schools. Today, 
the church meets in two new loca-
tions in the Metro New York area: 
The Journey Manhattan meets at the 
Manhattan Center’s Grand Ballroom, 
and beginning in the summer of 
2006, The Journey Jersey City started 
meeting at the AMC Theater 11 at the 
Newport Mall in northern New Jersey.

The remarkable story of start-
ing a brand new church in one of the 
nation’s hardest locations compelled 
Searcy and fellow pastor Thomas 
Kerrick to write “Launch,” a tool that 
will help church planters transform 
the failure rate of new churches in 
America as they learn to build suc-
cessful, thriving churches from the 
ground up.

The book offers new paradigms 
for the church planting process, 
including “launching large” (rather 
than waiting one-two years to launch 
with a small core group, the duo 
suggests staging a heavily-publicized 
launch event, then seeking to retain 
the new guests) and “growing from 
the outside in” (relying on those out-
side the faith to join the mission by 
fulfilling the non-theological minis-
try functions—technology, greeting, 
community projects—gaining their 
attention and then intentionally teach-
ing them about Christ in the process). 

Now armed with even more 
experience as a strategist, coach and 
speaker, Searcy continues to serve 
as a consultant to churches across 
America. He regularly leads seminars 
through his ministry, Church Leader 
Insights, and hosts six-month coach-
ing network sessions with pastors 
from all around the nation.

Not just a consultant, Nelson is 
actively involved in day-to-day lead-
ership as the president of The Epic 
Group in New York City, a mobiliza-
tion organization designed to match 
ministry volunteers with opportuni-
ties in the nation’s biggest cities.

His hands are full, as is his heart. 
Though he had been told it couldn’t 
be done in the Northeast, he knew 
that God was bigger than that.
“If God is in it, and people are pray-
ing, it can happen,” he said.

NYC pastor Nelson Searcy’s journey full of ‘Launches’

For more information about The 

Journey, “Launch,” or about 

Searcy’s various ministries, visit 

online at www.nyjourney.com; 

www.churchfromscratch.com; 

www.smartleadership.com; 

www.churchleaderinsights.com; 

and www.epicadventures.com.

Although the weather may tell us 
otherwise, perhaps it’s time to once 
again talk about golf. 

Yes, time to pull out the ol’ sticks 
and determine anew to correct that 
slice, make those grueling four foot 
putts, and finally break 100 – or 90 
– or 80 – or anything other than your 
new $300 driver. Maybe this year, 
your visit to the “green family” could 
be something more than a break from 
ministry; maybe it could be ministry.

Here are a few statistics to con-
sider.

• There are 108 million men in 
America

• 66 million men do not know 
Christ

• Adults attending church are 
61% women and 39% men

• 40% of first marriages end in 
divorce, affecting 1,000,000 children 
each year

• In the US, over 30 million golf, 
of those 20 million are men

• If men could be reached for 
Christ through golf ministry, it would 
dramatically affect our churches and 
our families

The golf course provides a com-
mon ground for the church and 
community to build relationships and 

utilize a cultural interest to share the 
love of Jesus Christ. In His Grip golf 
ministry, a national ministry founded 
by Scott Lehman, is designed to 
provide churches the opportunity to 
use golf as a ministry, to reach every 
golfer in the country with the message 

of living In His Grip, and to equip and 
empower Christian golfers to reach 
their community for Christ.

The first step to implement an In 
His Grip golf program in your church 
is to attend a training workshop. 
This one-day training workshop is 

designed to equip the church leaders 
to run a successful golf program. The 
training will ensure that each church 
has the knowledge and training to 
run a program with quality and excel-
lence. Plan to send at least four leaders 
of the church that will be involved in 
the ministry to the training event.

In His Grip is coming to Mary-
land, Mar. 3 at Colonial Church in Re-
isterstown, Md. Churches can register 
online at www.inhisgripgolf.com. 

The normal fee for this conference 
is $500/per church. To assist the evan-
gelistic movement in Maryland and 
Delaware, the BCM/D will reimburse 
half the cost for churches register-
ing for the conference; that’s $250 to 
train men and woman in your church 
to share Christ to your community 
through the ministry of golf.

Keep watch for information about 
a 2007 In His Grip Invitational to be 
hosted in partnership between Co-
lonial Church and the BCM/D. This 
year, make sure that your golf game 
makes a real impact - not just in your 
wallet - but for the cause of Christ.

In His Grip Golf Ministry – Good 
News to the Streets!

Take the Good News to the streets...and the greens

ADVERTISEMENT
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2006: The year that something special started?

Dear Counselor,
I have trouble making a quiet 

time for prayer and daily Bible 
study because I can’t seem to 
concentrate. Do I need counseling?

                —Restless Christian

Dear Restless Christian:
Having difficulty concentrating 

when one attempts to pray is an 
age-old problem, exacerbated by a 
culture in which we are exposed to 
radio and TV programs where topics 
and scenes shift every few seconds 
to keep our attention. In such a 
culture, our “concentration muscles” 
get flabby and it takes some extra 
“concentration exercise” to get back 
into shape.

This cultural complication 
occurs on top of a universal human 
difficulty with focusing on God. 

For whatever reason, it seems 
easier for the mind to focus on 
inconsequential, anxious, illusory, or 
negative thoughts than on God and 
on whatever is true, honorable, just, 
pure lovely, and gracious (Col. 4:8ff).

Developing “concentration 
exercises” that are focused on 
God gets at both these issues. Like 
with any exercise, it starts with 
commitment, some kind of a plan, 
and carving out a regular time 
and place. Further, it starts with an 
attitude that does not expect large 
changes over night, but is content 
with small, consistent gains. For 
example, learning to concentrate 
for five minutes is a success and 
becomes the foundation for longer 
times of concentration.

What one chooses to focus on is 
important. You can do “concentration 

exercises” while reading a novel or 
doing a crossword puzzle. However, 
if one has a Godly focus, God comes 
alongside us and draws us into a 
sanctification process that heals us 
body, mind and soul.

One approach (and there are 
many) would be to find on a regular 
basis a quiet place and sit in a 
comfortable chair with back erect. 
Choose a verse of scripture or a 
prayer on which to focus. A verse of 
scripture like Psalm 61:10 (“Be still 
and know that I am God”), or the Lord’s 
Prayer, or the ancient prayer of the 
church known as the Kyrie (“Lord, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy upon me”) 
will do. Focus the mind on this verse 
or pray as long as you can. When 
other thoughts come up, see them in 
your mind’s eye drifting away and 
gently bring your focus back to the 

verse or prayer. Extend the time of 
your focus until you find yourself 
gently resting in the presence of God. 
You can begin or end this time with 
devotional reading.

It is helpful to have an 
accountability partner, a mentor, 
or a spiritual director when you 
attempt to start such a spiritual 
discipline. Professional counseling 
would be indicated, however, only 
if worrisome, harmful, depressive, 
or obsessive thoughts persistently 
emerge in the process.

  —Tom Rodgerson

Questions may be e-mailed to 
trodgerson@bcmd.org with the subject 

line indicating, “Dear Counselor.” 
Alternatively, questions can be mailed 

to Tom Rodgerson, 8203 Harford Road, 
Parkville, MD 21234.

“Dear Counselor” with CentrePointe Counseling, Inc..
“I can’t concentrate when I pray or study...”

By Bob Gerstmyer

In the beginning of each new cal-
endar year, we at Baptist Family 
pause to reflect on just 

how far we have come, how 
together we and our gener-
ous donors have changed 
the world around us, where 
the difference was made 
and how deep the difference 
is. We then take the oppor-
tunity to communicate our 
progress to you in a column 
in this newspaper.

As you might expect, 
Christmas and the early 
New Year are very busy 
times for Baptist Family. 
Our CHOSEN Foster Care 
program is currently provid-
ing care to 51 children, and 
donors have helped us provide each 
of these kids with wonderful Christ-
mas gifts.

We partnered with Redland 
Church (Rockville, Md.) and Eb-
eneezer Church (Cumberland, Md.) 
to deliver hundreds of gifts and 
other toys to underprivileged kids in 
Western Maryland, a site of some very 
deep poverty. The gifts were relayed 
from Redland to BFCS in Columbia 
to a youth group at Ebeneezer, which 
took them the “last mile” to families 
and kids in need. Working with kids to 
help other kids is a great way to teach 
charity and compassion, and to show a 
church’s concern for its community.

Baptist Family also partnered 
with Burtonsville Church and The 
Church on Warren Avenue in Fed-
eral Hill (in Baltimore, formerly Lee 
Street Memorial) to open a unique 

and very successful “Christmas Store” 
that gave impoverished families the 
chance to purchase new toys for kids 
for the donation of a canned good, 

which went to stock 
a local food pantry. It 
gave those in need a 
chance to get help and 
give back at the same 
time. An estimated 200 
children were served.

In more gen-
eral terms, CHOSEN 
served a total of 64 
foster children in 2006. 
Of the 13 who left our 
care over the year, 
100% went to what is 
called a “less restric-
tive environment.” 
Generally, this means 
they either were re-

united with their biological families, 
or they were adopted. 

CHOSEN added five new foster 
homes in 2006, and is looking to add 
more in 2007. If you are interested in 
opening your home and your heart to a 
child in need of shelter and care, please 
contact Tanesha Ellis at (800) 621-8834.

In 2006, the Good Samaritan 
Network (GSN) prepared more than 
500 children for school by providing 
backpacks and school supplies.

Last year, GSN responded to 373 
calls for help. Many of these calls 
centered around the problems fami-
lies face in today’s housing market. 
Purchase prices for homes are still 
sky-high, and the rental market in 
the Baltimore-Washington area is 
one of the costliest in the nation. GSN 
responded to those calls by guid-
ing families through the process of 

obtaining emergency shelter, and 
accessing a network of affiliated social 
service agencies that provide emer-
gency housing. 

For families who wanted more 
than a referral to a shelter, GSN put 
together wraparound teams com-
prised of compassionate, energized 
volunteers. These volunteers worked 
in a hands-on way to help families 
find permanent housing, prepare for 
jobs, secure transportation, develop 
a budget, increase parenting skills, 
and overcome addiction to drugs 
and alcohol.

Ten or twenty years from now, 
another audience of BaptistLIFE 
readers may well sit down and pore 
over these columns. 

They may see the progress we 
have made, year-on-year, in reaching 
out to ever more kids and families in 
trouble. They may notice in one year a 
new program starting up, in another 
year, the hiring of new staff. But they 
may well come across a faded copy 
of the column you now hold in your 
hands and say, “This is the year so 
much changed. This is the year that 
something very special started.”

We are very happy to announce, 
as we did in brief in the December 
issue of BaptistLIFE, that we will 
soon expand our work to the Eastern 
Shore. We believe this expansion is a 
great opportunity for Maryland/Dela-
ware Baptists to continue reaching 
out to new populations on the Eastern 
Shore. We think that 2007 and beyond 
hold great things for our ministry, 
and we are very thankful to all who 
have partnered with and otherwise 
supported us in 2006.

Southeastern Baptist 

Theological Seminary

WAKE FOREST, N.C. – South-
eastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
celebrated its fall 2006 commencement 
ceremonies on Dec. 15, 2006, with 161 
students graduating from its graduate 
and undergraduate programs.

From Silver Spring, Md., Charles 
Anthony Reemsnyder graduated 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree.

Southwestern Baptist 

Theological Seminary

FORT WORTH, Texas — South-
western Seminary awarded degrees to 

263 graduates during its fall gradua-
tion ceremony at Travis Avenue Bap-
tist Church. Nine students received 
undergraduate degrees, 233 received 
master’s degrees, and 21 received 
doctoral degrees on Dec. 15.

Hugh G. Townsend, the son of 
Margaret Townsend of Hanover, Pa., 
and husband of Linda Townsend, re-
ceived his Doctor of Ministry degree.

The Southern Baptist 

Theological Seminary

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — The South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary held 
its 198th graduation commencement on 
Dec. 15 at the Alumni Memorial Chapel. 

Cynthia E. Barlock of Glen Bur-
nie, Md., and wife of David Barlock, 
earned a Master of Divinity from the 
Billy Graham School of Evangelism 
and Church Growth. 

David P. Conrades of Bowie, Md.; 
Hae-Sun J. Krams of Silver Spring, 
Md., and wife of Ron Krams; and Ken 
C. White of Dayton, Md., husband 
of Iris White; all earned a Master of 
Divinity degree from the School of 
Theology. 

DongSung Kim of Newark, Del., 
husband of SeungJu Kim, earned an 
Advanced Master of Divinity degree 
also from the School of Theology.

Maryland/Delaware students graduate from 

Southern Baptist Convention seminaries

How to become a Christian

God’s Initiative:
God sent His son, Jesus, to die on 
the cross, paying the penalty for 
your sins, and promised “everyone 
who believes in Him will not perish but 
have eternal life.” John 3:16

Our Response:
Admit...that you need to be rightly 
related to God. Understand that you 
are a sinner. Pride keeps us from 
doing some of the most important 
things in life. Without God’s inter-
vention, your sin will ultimately 
lead to death and eternal separation 
from God. “No one is good – not even 
one. No one has real understanding, no 
one is seeking god.” Romans 3:10. “For 
all have sinned; all fall short of God’s 
glorious standard.” Romans 3:23

Repent...from your sin and turn to 
God accepting by faith His gift of 
salvation. “Now turn from your sins 
and turn to God, so you can be cleansed 
of your sins.” Acts 3:19.
“For the wages of sin is death, but the 
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” Romans 6:23.

Believe...that God’s Son, Jesus 
Christ, makes it possible for you to 
have a relationship with god. “For 
God was in Christ, reconciling the 
world to himself...” 2 Corinthians 5:19. 
“This is real love. It is not that we loved 
God, but that He loved us and sent 
His Son as a sacrifice to take away our 
sins.” 1 John 4:10.

Confess...your sin to God. If you 
want to make this choice now, you 
can express that desire to God in 
a prayer similar to this one: “Dear 
God, I know I am a sinner. I believe 
Jesus shed his blood, died and 
rose again to take the punishment 
for my sin. I accept your offer of 
forgiveness and eternal life. I thank 
you for what you have done for me, 
and I give you my life from this day 
forward.”

Express...your faith publically. 
Share it with a Christian friend or 
a pastor. You will want to become 
involved in a local church where 
you can grow in your knowledge 
of Christ. If you choose a Baptist 
church, you will be encouraged to 
be baptised as a public expression 
of your faith. “If you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in 
your heart that God raised Him from 
the dead, you will be saved. Anyone 
who believes in Him will not be disap-
pointed.” Romans 10:9,11.

Scripture from the New Living Translation
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ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT — Coles-
ville Baptist Church is seeking an Administra-
tive Assistant for part-time work, 20 hours per 
week. Please call (301) 384-9153. 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC — (Part time 
position) Colesville Baptist Church in Silver 
Spring, Md., is looking for a spiritually mature 
believer to lead the church’s music minis-
tries. Qualities looked for include: ability and 
aptitude to plan and lead worship for a diverse 
congregation with a blended worship style; 
ability and aptitude to develop the potential 
of the individuals who comprise the music 
ministries at the church. Please inquire at (301) 
384 9153.

MINISTER OF WORSHIP AND MUSIC  
— Bethel Baptist Church in Ellicott City, Md., 
is looking to fill a part time Minister of Music 
and Worship position (20 hours per week). 
The candidate for this position must be able 
to play the piano and/or keyboard, able to 
direct choir, praise team, and an orchestra. If 
interested, please contact Shirley Connelly at 
(410) 465-5690.  

PART-TIME ACCOMPANIST—Olney Baptist 
Church is seeking applicants for a part-time 
accompanist. Responsibilities include rehears-
ing with the choir on Wednesday evenings 
and special rehearsals for holidays or special 
events; and accompanying the choir during 
Sunday morning worship service. Interested 
applicants may contact Pastor Gayle Clifton 

(301) 774-5433 or Sandy Cordes/OBC Personnel 
Cmtte (301) 774-5565 evenings.

PART-TIME MUSIC DIRECTOR— Hughes-
ville Baptist Church is seeking applications 
for a part-time Music Director. The position is 
responsible for assisting the pastor in planning 
and leading the musical aspects of worship 
and seasonal events; directing the adult choir 
and coordinating children’s and youth music 
ministries. This is a paid position. Interested 
applicants may contact Pastor Keith Corrick at 
(301) 274-3672 or email your resume to pastor@
hughesvillebaptist.com. 

PART-TIME MUSIC DIRECTOR—Olney 
Baptist Church is seeking applicants for a 
part-time music director. This position is 
responsible for planning and leading music for 
Sunday worship services and other scheduled 
events; directing the adult choir and serving as 
a member of the music committee. Interested 
applicants may contact Pastor Gayle Clifton 
(301) 774-5433 or Sandy Cordes/OBC Personnel 
Cmtte (301) 774-5565 evenings.

SECRETARY — Cresthill Baptist Church is 
now accepting resumes for the position of 
church secretary. We are anticipating our cur-
rent secretary will be retiring this spring, and 
would like to find a replacement who can work 
in tandem with her for a 4-8 week period prior 
to her departure. 

We are flexible about how this posi-
tion might be structured. Some possibilities 

are: one full time church secretary; two part 
time church secretaries; or one very efficient 
secretary who would like to work 32-35 hours 
per week. Salary will be based upon experi-
ence and available church funding. Please 
send your resume, along with a cover letter 
stating what type of position you are looking 
for to: Rev. Bruce M. Conley, Executive Pastor, 
CRESTHILL BAPTIST CHURCH, 6510 Laurel 
Bowie Road, Bowie, Maryland 20715. Any 
questions you have about the church or work 
environment can be answered by calling (301) 
262-4141, or a e-mail can be sent to Pastor-
Bruce@Cresthill.org.

SUPPORT STAFF— The BCM/D is seeking 
individuals who might be interested in work-
ing at the Baptist Mission Resource Center in 
Columbia. We are currently looking to add 1-2 
support staff. Administrative and people skills 
required. If you are interested, please send 
your resume to Bob Simpson, Chief Operating 
Officer, at 10255 Old Columbia Road, Colum-
bia, MD 21046. No phone calls, please.

YOUTH LEADERS — Joy Christian Fel-
lowship is looking for new person or couple 
to serve as youth leaders. Joy is a 3 year old 
church plant belonging to the Potomac Baptist 
Association and is currently meeting in 
Waldorf, Md. Duties would include a weekly 
youth meeting and Sunday service along with 
other scheduled outreach events. Since Joy is 
a church plant this is a ministry opportunity 
not a paid position but could become one in 
the future. For information please contact: Joy 

Christian Fellowship Pastor Lew Dillon at (301) 
674-7050 or lmdillon2002@yahoo.com.

FREE BAPTIST HYMNALS — 65 hymnals, 
red, 1975 edition, good condition. Contact 
Hockessin Baptist Church, (302) 239-2403.

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX YOUR AD 

Deadlines are the first day of the 

month for the following month’s 

issue. Classified advertising is 75 

cents per word ($18.00 minimum) 

for BCM/D churches and church 

members; 85 cents per word 

($20.00 minimum) for non-profit 

organizations; and 95 cents per word 

($25.00 minimum) for commercial 

organizations. Word count does not 

include words with two letters or 

less. Contact us for display ad pricing. 

Acceptance of advertising does 

not constitute an endorsement of any 

advertiser’s products or services.

To Place an Ad
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RA Congress 2007
“I Have a Part”
Acts 1:8
March 16-17, 2007
Middle River Baptist Church
810 Middle River Road
Baltimore, MD

*Friday, March 16, 6:30 p.m. - Saturday 3:00 p.m.

Deadline: March 6, Cost: $15

*Bring a change of clothes, toiletries and a sleeping bag

Contact Donna Shiflett at (410) 290-5290 x226 for more info and to register.

Local Congregations Served

Bethany UM – Ellicott City Mount Airy Baptist
Calvary UM – Mount Airy Mount Lebanon Baptist - Baltimore
Chestnut Ridge Baptist – Timonium Odenton Baptist
Forge Road Bible – Perry Hall Saint Paul’s Lutheran – Kingsville
Gospel Tabernacle Baptist – Baltimore Westminster Baptist   
Greenridge Baptist - Clarksburg Westminster Church of God
Lutheran Church Redeemer-Damascus White Marsh Baptist

10291 Baltimore National Pike   Ellicott City  MD  21042
Telephone  (410) 461-7200        www.tcsbuilds.com

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC.
                                         “From Concept to Completion”

V Specialists in Church Construction and Renovation.

V Experienced in All Types of Design-Build Systems Construction 
Which Will Save You Time and Money.

V Experts in Elevator Additions and ADA Compliance.

V Assistance in Every Project Phase – Budgeting, Design, 
Fundraising, Permitting and Construction.

V Licensed, Insured and Bondable for All Our Work.

V 20 Plus Years of Construction & Renovation Work in All Types of Religious, 
Educational, Commercial, & Community Use Facilities.

Ridgecrest Conference Center 
100th Anniversary Staff Reunion

Aug. 9-11, 2007
Call (800) 588-7222 for reservations



Experience
Worship Expo is a two-day conference designed for 
worship professionals and volunteers of all levels 
to expand their talents and skills, network with 
others in their field, and see the latest in technology. 

FEATURING
Justin Adams • Joel Goddard • Karry Godwin 
Midnight Oil Productions • Sherry McKay  
Loisa Wright •  Norm Stockton • Pete Forbes • Rob 
Rinderer • Blake Aaron • and fantastic workshops!

Develop
NEW FOR 2007
To extend the WorshipExpo experience we are now 
offering 2 ExpoLabs on Friday afternoon. ExpoLabs are 
pre-conference sessions designed to give you an extra 
opportunity for training—only $20 more per registrant!

Lab #1: Ministry Relationships– Featuring worship leader 
Joel Goddard and his mentor Karry Godwin. This lab 
will focus on mentoring and the importance of ministry 
relationships.
Lab #2: DIY Graphics– Featuring worship image and 
animation company, Midnight Oil. Explore how to 
create beautiful images for worship with this step-by-
step breakdown, along with a number of useful tips 
and techniques. For designs of all proficiencies (laptop 
computer required).

Network
Innovative ideas are born when great minds come 
together. At Worship Expo, participants have the 
opportunity to connect with a diverse group of worship 
leaders who represent many different sizes and types of 
churches. The experience would not be complete without 
what you bring to the table! 

Registration
Visit us online for bios, workshops, registration and more! 
Reservations for childcare will be taken for birth through 5 
years old– details online.

General Admission
$50 for each participant. Register 5 or more team 
members from your church, and your Senior Pastor 
attends for free! Cost includes programming, materials 
and lunch on Saturday.

ExpoLabs
The Friday afternoon pre-conference sessions are $20 for 
each participant. Requires a separate registration.

www.worshipexpo.com
(301) 725-1688
misty@worshipexpo.com
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