
E-quip.net brings ministry 
training to your desktop
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BPNews.net unveils new look, 
new features

New fea-
tures amid 
the new look 
of www.
BPNews.net 
are evi-
dent in the 

Southern Baptist Convention news 
service’s redesign which became 
active on March 10......Page 6

Horizons at Skycroft 2007 
— “Remember the Rock”

The images of the devastation 
caused by Hurricane Katrina are 
indelibly etched in the minds of any 
who saw and heard the reports on 
television, in the newspapers and 
in magazines.....Page 7

Open Door CDC trains 
church leaders in community 
development at “Compassion 
By Design” conference

Sit before a single 
mom and hear 
how difficult it is 
for her to work 
two jobs to put 
food on the table, 
to take care of her 

wayward child, and to attempt to 
get out of an abusive relationship all 
on her own...Page 8

On the Web...
•  2007 Vacation Bible School 

Regional Clinics

•  Leading the “Rurban” Church, 
April 12

•  Ministers Wives 2007 Retreat 
Tapestry, April 13

•  Act 1-Seen 8 Baptist Collegiate 
Ministry Spring Conference, April 
20-22

In this Issue...
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By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

COCHRANE, AB, Canada— Ger-
ry Taillon, national ministry leader of 
the Canadian Convention of Southern 
Baptists (CCSB), dreams of the day 
when anyone, anywhere, at any level 
and any time could access training to 
fulfill their ministry call. 

And he believes that he has 
a strategy to actually accomplish 
that: E-quip.net, an online learning 
community that takes advantage of 
Internet accessibility and streamlined 
Flash video technology. 

“Typically what happens in a 
training design is somebody prepares 
a bunch of materials (PowerPoint 
presentations, handouts, outlines, all 
kinds of stuff) and then somewhere 
along the way, delivers it in a face-to-
face conference,” notes Taillon, who 
since 1998, has given overall leader-
ship to the CCSB, which serves as a 
resource for 240 churches across the 
country’s five time zones. 

“There’s a designated location, 
there’s a specific time, there’s a pre-
senter, and there’s a bunch of attend-
ees,” he says, pointing also to the 
added costs of transportation, lodging 
and meeting facilities, not to men-
tion the coordination of schedules. “If 
you want to enlarge the scope of that 
conference and have other people take 
part of it, you start all over.” 

Instead, Taillon proposes that 

conference leaders do something that 
they traditionally don’t do when they 
lead such a conference: “Capture the 
material. Capture the PowerPoint. 
Put it in a video format and an audio 
format,” he suggests. In other words, 
package the whole thing in a format 
that could be delivered over the Inter-
net so that anybody could have access 
to it. 

“And you would actually realize 
the dream that anyone could have a 
ministry training experience to fulfill 
their ministry call,” Taillon stresses. 

The interface on the website, 
organized by categories (channels), 
contains links to the training vid-

eos, which are separated by chapters 
for easy navigation. Corresponding 
PowerPoint presentations follow the 
video’s teaching. A scroll bar indi-
cates the timeline, while a notepad is 
available for the end-user to capture 
personal notes. 

Each training showcases a de-
scription of the video, an overall rat-
ing (from one to five stars), a speaker 
biography, related presentations and a 
discussion thread. The presentation is 
also available as a downloadable MP3 
audio file. 

Taillon sees how bi-vocational 
pastors, students and professionals, 
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Hammond recommended as 
NAMB president

By Mike Ebert 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. (BP)—Mis-
sionary work has been part of Geoff 
Hammond’s life from his earliest 
days. He was born on the mission 
field to British parents who were 
serving in Nigeria. His father was 
born in China to missionary parents.

“Among my earliest memories 
are the times I accompanied my dad, 
traveling from village to village in 
Africa and listening to him preach the 
Gospel,” the 49-year-old Hammond 
said.

Later, he and wife Debbie served 
seven years with the International 
Mission Board as missionaries in 
Brazil. Upon returning to the United 
States in 1997, Hammond became a 
director of missions in Arkansas for 
two years before responding to a call 
from Southern Baptist Conservatives 
of Virginia (SBCV) to be a church 
planting strategist. He was appointed 
as a missionary with the North 
American Mission Board in the same 
year and has been the SBCV’s senior 
associate director since 2002.

“I’m a missiologist at heart,” 
Hammond said. “Cross-cultural 
evangelism and church planting are 

my heartbeat.”
It was that steady heartbeat that 

became a stronger and stronger mag-
net to members of the presidential 
search committee appointed by the 
trustees of the North American Mis-
sion Board. 

NAMB’s full board of trustees 
will vote on Ham-
mond’s nomination 
March 21 in a special 
meeting in Alpharetta, 
Ga.

“NAMB is a mis-
sions agency in need 
of a strong leader with 
the mind of a mis-
siologist,” said Greg 
Faulls, chairman of 
the search team that is 
unanimously recom-
mending Hammond. 
Faulls said Hammond 
has “a vision to stra-
tegically mobilize an 
army of missionaries 
who will spread the Gospel and plant 
churches throughout an ethnically 
diverse North America.”

That growing diversity in North 
America is something Hammond 
seems uniquely suited to address. As 

a naturalized U.S. citizen, he repre-
sents a growing number of American 
citizens who were born in a foreign 
land.

“One of my great desires is to 
see us reaching ethnic groups and 
being more effective in that area. I’m 
really excited about the people group 

research NAMB 
is doing. I believe 
NAMB is position-
ing itself to make 
a great impact in 
this area,” Ham-
mond said. “We 
have the skills 
in place; now we 
need a huge prayer 
movement to 
support us as we 
reach out to these 
different cultural 
groups that are a 
part of the U.S. and 
Canada. I’d like to 
see our younger 

leaders using electronic media to 
help ignite a movement of prayer.”

Hammond said Southern Bap-
tists must start readying them-
selves now for the population boom 

continued on page 7
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Have you 
ever stood 
in the 

midst of great-
ness? It’s thrilling, 
overwhelming and 
humbling all at 
once. As your con-
vention president, 
I was invited to at-
tend the Executive 
Committee of the 
Southern Baptist 
Convention in 

Nashville. I felt like that proverbial 
fish out of water. The meeting was 
a gathering of all-stars, and I wasn’t 
one of them.

I was in the same room with 
Morris Chapman, Frank Page, Ken 
Hemphill in boots, and the legend-
ary Roy Fish. Thom Rainer was there 

with members of his LifeWay staff. 
Chuck Kelley and Paige Patterson 
sat a few chairs away from me in the 
gallery. They didn’t know me from 
Adam, but I sure knew them. These 
are the giants of the convention. 
These are the “Who’s Who” of the 
SBC. We read their books and hear 
their messages at conventions. We try 
to model our ministries after theirs. 
These men and women are the best 
we have to offer as Southern Baptists. 
Even the address by Attorney Gen-
eral, Alberto Gonzales, seemed to be 
overshadowed by my personal awe of 
these heroes of the faith.

The short late night flight home 
gave me a chance to reflect on the 
two-day experience. I realized that 
this was not the first time I was in 
presence of greatness. I should have 
been much more relaxed in Nash-

ville. I have been with the “Who’s 
Who” all my life. The heroes of the 
SBC are not only those who lead from 
the front, but those who serve in 
the shadows. No agency titles, book 
releases or conference engagements 
for them, just faithful service to the 
Savoir.

The real heroes of the SBC are 
those Sunday school teachers who 
teach their primary class to memo-
rize John 3:16, the volunteer mission-
ary who goes to Alaska and shares 
her passion with her students, and 
the youth choir leader who teaches 
young people to worship through 
song. The real heroes are the faith-
ful deacons who kneel with troubled 
teens at the altar and counsel con-
cerning assurance, and the volun-
teer youth workers who rush from 
their jobs to share Jesus in church 

classrooms. If you look around your 
church you will see them. They serve 
in the sound room, kitchen and 
the nursery. They open doors and 
vacuum floors. They sing, serve, pray, 
plant and preach. Heroes of the faith 
are all around us.         

The “Who’s Who” certainly in-
cludes men and women of notoriety, 
but most of us do not walk that path. 
Greatness usually sits in the pew 
next to us. The real heroes are the 
children who give a dollar from their 
allowance to Annie Armstrong and 
the senior who sits alone to faithfully 
pray every morning for God’s work 
and workers around the world.    

Thanks to all the heroes. You are 
truly the best of the best. 

April 2007

Recently as I 
was watching 
television, 

CNN broke in and 
announced that 
the bones of Jesus 
have been found 
in Jerusalem (or so 
someone is claim-
ing). Of course, this 
is nothing new. 
It is as old as the 
Gospels themselves. 
The soldiers who 

guarded the tomb of Jesus were paid 
off to tell everyone that Jesus’ dis-
ciples had stolen the body away. It has 
always been an uphill battle to change 
the minds of unbelievers on the 
subject of an empty tomb that led to a 
bodily ascension into heaven. It takes 
faith and an unwavering belief in the 
veracity of the Word of God.   

Standing up for one’s faith is not 
for the faint of heart. Romans 8:37 
says “we are more than conquerors.” I 
know that the empty tomb provides 
the stimulus for us to live in increas-
ing victory and power regardless of 
the impossible circumstances we find 
ourselves in.  

History is replete with examples 
of believers who had to stand against 
hopeless probabilities. The early 

disciples went to martyrs’ deaths 
rather than recant their eyewitness 
testimony of having personally seen 
the living Lord. They stood up to the 
reality of their day.

Fast-forward sixteen centuries. I 
recently saw the film entitled, “Amaz-
ing Grace.” The film bears testimony 
to the difference one man can make 
even against daunting odds. “Amaz-
ing Grace” is the story of William 
Wilberforce, a devout Christian and 
a member of the British Parliament 
who, beginning around 1787, began 
fighting to abolish the slave trade 
within the British empire. He failed 
year after year before, finally, in 1807, 
his bill became law, abolishing an evil 
that had resulted in the enslavement 
and death of millions of Africans. The 
film was released exactly on the 200th 
anniversary of the ratification of this 
law.

Wilberforce was a close friend of 
John Newton, the author of the hymn, 
“Amazing Grace.” The movie spot-
lights their friendship. Newton, prior 
to his conversion to Christ, had been 
the captain of slave ships that per-
petuated this unspeakable evil. One 
week before Newton died, he wrote 
Wilberforce and said, “Unless God 
has raised you up for this very thing, 
you will be worn out by the opposi-

tion of men and devils. But if God be 
for you, who can be against you? Are 
all of them stronger than God?”

Commenting on the movie 
“Amazing Grace,” Richard Land, 
president of the Southern Baptist 
Ethics and Religious Liberty Commis-
sion (ERLC), said, “I thought it was 
an excellent movie that shows what 
happens when a man of true faith 
takes seriously the command to be 
salt and light. Wilberforce should be 
an inspiration to every person of faith 
who takes seriously the obligation, re-
sponsibility and commission to make 
a difference in society. The parallels to 
the contemporary fight against abor-
tion and the modern day world-wide 
slave trade should not be overlooked.”

Fast-forward to a modern day 
example. In the spring of 2006, 1000 
British Muslims were polled. The 
results were shocking:
•  28% wanted to see Great Britain 
become an Islamic state.
•  68% held that Brits who insult Islam 
should be arrested and prosecuted.
•  25% had either never heard of the 
Holocaust or contended it never hap-
pened.

We must understand that our 
faith and values stand in direct con-
trast to that of Islam. Jesus said, “But I 
say unto you, love your enemies, do good 

to those who hate you, bless those who 
curse you, pray for those who mistreat 
you.” Mike Licona, director of apolo-
getics and interfaith evangelism at 
the North American Mission Board 
(NAMB), said recently, “Jesus calls us 
to a “holy war,” the difference is that 
our holy war actually involves holi-
ness, and does not involve weapons 
and violence. These words of Jesus 
were not easy to hear for the early 
Christians who were persecuted and 
killed by Jewish and Roman authori-
ties.” 

Finally, today, as always through 
the centuries, it requires a solid com-
mitment to be unashamed of the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ. Tony Dungy, coach 
of the 2007 Super Bowl Champion 
Indianapolis Colts, said following the 
game, “More than anything, [Bears 
coach] Lovie Smith [also an African 
American] and I, we’re Christian 
coaches and this shows you can win 
doing it the Lord’s way. We’re more 
proud of that than anything.”

Are you more than a conqueror? 
This Easter, pray that resurrection 
power will change you from being 
intimidated to being a fanatic, in 
the best sense of that word, chang-
ing the culture around you for the 
Kingdom!

I am presently 
reviewing the 
“Baptisms” sec-

tion of a composite 
Annual Church 
Profile for BCM/D 
churches. The ACP 
is the national 
instrument that 
helps to give us a 
“statistical picture” 
of our churches 
and our denomina-

tion. We appreciate our churches that 
completed the ACP for 2006.

Let me start with the good news. 
Based on the data to date, our affili-
ated churches baptized nearly 3,400 
persons during 2006. The bad news is 
this. It appears that fewer people will 
have been baptized in 2006 than were 
baptized in our churches in 2005. At 
press time, we are still seeking to get 
additional data from non-reporting 
churches. Maybe the final outcome 
will change, but what the statistics 

reveal is sobering.
Too many of our congregations 

baptized no one in 2006. That is hard 
to understand since the majority of 
our church fields have at least 75 
percent of the population who have 
no personal relationship with Jesus. 
If you consider that a large percent-
age of the baptisms that do occur are 
from church member’s families, we 
are left with the reality that we are 
making little impact in reaching our 
growing lost population.

How can we help? How can your 
state convention staff and infrastruc-
ture help you develop and implement 
strategies to more effectively reach 
your community with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ? We are more than will-
ing. I encourage you to contact us. 
Let’s talk about it.

My prayer is that by the end of 
2007, we will see a significant in-
crease in baptisms reflecting a new 
evangelistic spirit across our conven-
tion. Again, how can we help?
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Arundel Association

Elvaton Church, Millersville, 
hosted an American Red Cross blood 
drive last month.

Glen Burnie Church will have 
its Easter musical, “No More Night,” 
from Russell Maudlin during the 11 
a.m. service on April 8. The musical 
uses a mixture of classical and mod-
ern music intertwined with scripture 
based narratives. 

The church has a single adult 
ministry that meets every Saturday 
night for Bible study and fellowship. 

Grace Baptist Church of Pasade-
na will have its annual Easter Sunday 
breakfast at 8 a.m. 

In April, New Hope Community 
Church of Pasadena will host a new 
message series entitled, “Prime Time: 
Can TV guide us to God’s truth?” Fo-
cusing on popular television shows, 
the series will also include a free 
women’s event, “From Desperate to 
Devoted,” featuring Melody Knox as 
the guest speaker, on Sunday, April 
22 at 6:30 p.m. Visit yournewhope.org 
for more details.

Riva Trace Church, Annapolis, 
will have its annual Easter Egg Egg-
stravaganza on April 7. Members and 
friends will enjoy an afternoon of egg 
hunts, pony rides, games, crafts and 
prizes. 

Baltimore Association
   
Hazelwood Church, Baltimore, 

recently completed a 40-day Steward-
ship Campaign entitled, “Treasures 
of the Transformed Life.” The cam-
paign challenged the congregation in 
the areas of prayer, attendance, giv-
ing and serving. Pastor Ed Reese, in 
a written report, said the church saw 
an immediate increase in the number 
of people giving as well as overall 
giving, and a new pool of people for 
serving in the church. Reese said the 
campaign was a tremendous success 
and they praise God for the good 
results.

Immanuel Church, White 
Marsh will be showing the movie 
“Facing The Giants” the weekend of 
April 20. Tickets are available, at no 
cost, by calling the church office (410-
687-9166) Tuesday through Thursday 
between the hours of 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Show time will be 7 p.m. on 
Friday night with the possibility of 
another showing on Saturday at 7 
p.m. The movie will kick off Pastor 
Jeff Shultz’s 8-week sermon series on 
issues presented by the movie.

Middle River Church, Balti-
more, started a new Hispanic church 
at its facilities on Sunday mornings. 
It began as a Bible study and soon 
participants wanted to meet for wor-
ship. About 12 to 15 people attend 
each week. 

The church co-sponsors a His-
panic church plant at Northeast 
Church in Armistead Gardens. Isaac 
Moncodo is the planter for both new 
plants. The Northeast Hispanic plant 
meets at 4 p.m. 

Middle River Church’s home-
less ministry is expanding. They’ve 
been serving breakfasts to homeless 
people once a month and now they’re 
expanding to two times each month. 
Up to 70 people come for the meals. 
Church members also have a clothes 
closet and give away free clothing.

Blue Ridge Association

South End Church, Frederick, 
has a shawl ministry. Women who 
enjoy knitting and crocheting, or 
those who want to learn, come to-
gether to fellowship and reach out to 
others. 

Paramount Church, Hager-
stown, had its annual Easter egg 
hunt on Mar. 31. Michael T. My-
ers provided a Gospel magic show. 
On Sunday, April 1, at 10:30 a.m., 
the choir will be present the Easter 
musical, “Jesus, No other King.”  On 
Easter Sunday, church members will 
gather with other evangelical church-
es for a community sunrise service, 

and then return to Paramount for a 
10:30 a.m. worship service. 

Virginia Avenue Church, Hag-
erstown, has called Aaron Miller as 
its pastor. 

Delaware Association

Members of Mission Fellowship 
Church, Middletown, are working 

to evangelize far and near as they 
participate in local prayer walking 
through the town of Middletown and 
as they prepare to go on a mission 
trip to New Orleans April 8-14.

Twenty-four college students 
from Ogletown Church will use 
their spring break to travel to New 
Orleans and work with Suburban 
Baptist Church to continue clean-up 
from Hurricane Katrina. 

Ogletown has a “Grandmoms in 
Touch” group that meets on the first 
and third Friday of every month. 
They also have a “Moms in Touch” 
program. 

The church has an active adult 
singles ministry for those ages 50 
and older. Participants recently met 
at the church for a carry-in dinner 
and a video.

A mission team will travel to 
Nigeria in May.

Eastern Association

Berlin First Church has a food 
pantry open to the public every Tues-
day from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

The Senior Women on Mission of 
the First Church, Delmar, have been 
busy this year hand-knitting, sew-
ing and crocheting hats, scarves and 
lap robes. Their main recipients are 
the Port Ministry program and local 
nursing homes. 

Over the past year, the six ladies 
that make up this small group made 
25 lap robes, 60 neck scarves and 
60 hats. Now they are busy making 
cookies for a small cookie ministry 
within the church. 

Oak Ridge Church, Salisbury, 
has started Saturday night services at 
6 p.m. in addition to its other week-
end services. 

On March 31, the church had an 
adoption expo, providing resources 
for families to learn more about do-
mestic and international adoption. 

Mid-Maryland Association

In conjunction with its 20th an-
niversary, Hope Church, Laurel, has 
an anniversary quilt, prominently 
hung in the front stairway. Hope 
Church member, Cheryl Hiett, de-
signed, pieced and hand-quilted the 
heirloom quilt. Each church family 
signed a quilt square. 

The church is having anniver-
sary activities throughout the year, 
including putting together a pictorial 
directory, a church family cookbook, 
a summer picnic and later, a com-
memorative Christmas ornament.
Members kicked off the anniversary 
celebration with a banquet on Jan. 20. 

Northwest Church, Reister-
stown, will welcome evangelist, 
Jerry Drace, for a Hope for the Home 
revival series May 4-7. The program 
features topics targeted to married 
couples, seniors, mothers and teens. 
There are also seminars for those try-
ing to pick up the pieces from divorce 
and a seminar for parents of teens 
and pre-teens. 

 The church will have a Bible/
Mega Sports Camp June 25-29. Kids 
will learn the basics of basketball, 
baseball, football, softball, soccer, 
cheerleading and gymnastics while 
learning lessons from the Bible. 

 Montgomery Association

The parish nurse program at 
Georgia Avenue Church, Silver 
Spring, sponsored a trip to a lo-
cal hospital for a class about how to 
prepare for a flu pandemic or other 
major emergency. 

April 2007
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Prince George’s Association
By Sharon Mager

Reynold Carr, Prince George’s 
Association’s director of missions, 
has a heart for missions. But his heart 
is breaking at the thought of two 
thirds of the population that’s lost. 

Carr would like to begin us-
ing Acts 1:8 as a strategy to group 
churches together as they reach out 
to their Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria 
and to the ends of the earth. 

Hispanics are the fastest growing 
segment of the Prince George’s popu-
lation, Carr said. In response, many 
churches are beginning to open their 
eyes and they’re using English as a 
Second Language classes to reach 
out. 

The association hosts many 
youth events, including two rallies 
each year and a winter retreat at Sky-
croft that draws about 225 kids. 

Carr would like to see more in-
volvement in disaster relief. Current-
ly, the Prince George’s Association 

does not have a disaster relief unit, 
but Carr plans to have a construction 
unit, soon and to procure training 
time for the churches. 

He sees a struggle in the Prince 
George’s area as Christians try to 
reach out to the mostly African 
American community, highly edu-
cated and wealthy. 

“Folks think they have it all. 
They’re living in an $800,000 house 
and getting six-figure incomes. They 
have four cars in the garage. They 
start thinking “what do I need Jesus 
and the church for?” 

Carr also sees the public school 
as a mission field. He wants to see 
more churches forming relationships 
with those schools – “adopting” 
them. Several churches, including 
Kettering, Landover Hills, New 
Image, Temple Hills and Kent are 
already involved with schools and 
Carr said they’re doing really well. 

MISSION RESOURCE:
Ethnicity in our Associations

2004 U.S. Census Bureau statistics by county



By Ender Zambrano

In the year 2000, my wife, Aidsa, 
and I went to San Antonio, Texas, 
with our two children (Estefany, 

4, and Gabriel, 9 months) in order to 
finish my studies in the seminary. It 
was there where I received God’s call 
and the invitation from the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/Delaware 
to become a church planter. God 
moved me to work with Blue Ridge 
Association and start a Hispanic 
church in Frederick, Md., even 
though the Hispanic population was 
not very large.

We arrived in Frederick on Dec. 
23, 2003 and started right away to 
make contact with every Hispanic 
person we found. So, with a lot 
of emotion we launched the first 
worship service on Mar. 7, 2004 
at South End Church, but to our 
surprise and disillusionment, no 
Hispanics attended. 

It was a difficult time for us 
Sunday after Sunday, seeing no one 
come to the worship service, but we 
understood that God had brought 
us to this place with a purpose in 
mind. During that time I reviewed 
everything I learned in the seminary, 
and tested many strategies and plans 
used by other ministers who have 
reached many people.  Unfortunately, 
though, nothing seemed to work.

In the Spring, we found a group 
of Hispanics playing soccer, so we 
began to play with them every time 
they met. This group carried us to 
other groups with the same interest 
in playing soccer. We spoke to them 
of the church and of the Word of 
God, and little by little they began 
to attend Sunday’s service. After the 

service we went out to play soccer 
with them. As a result, our group 
grew to have 30 people during 
worship service.

Autumn arrived and the cold 
weather came, so all the group that 
had attended now disappeared, and 
we remained alone again. We began 
to do prayerwalks and fasts, asking 
God to send stable families that 
would allow us to minister to those 
who are in 
transition.

We 
searched for 
Hispanic 
names in the 
telephone 
book and we 
sent them 
Christmas 
cards. God 
answered our 
prayer, and 
in January 
of 2005 two 
new families 
arrived at 
the church. 
One of these 
families offered their house to start 
a prayer group every Friday. Prayer, 
fellowship, discipleship, and a vision 
for multiplication became the keys to 
growth for the church.

During this process I learned 
that each place has its own context 
and needs a unique strategy.  
God is working already in these 
places before we arrive and our 
responsibility is to join Him. Our 
challenge is to discover how God 
is working. For me the only way to 
discover that is through prayer. God 
has taught me that the amount of 

time I spend in His presence shows 
Him how committed I am to Him 
and His work.

Today we have around 45 people 
for Sunday worship in Frederick; 
on special worship events we have 
as many as fifty-seven. We have 
discipleship on Wednesdays and a 
prayer service on Fridays. 

From the discipleship group, we 
began a small group in Walkersville 

on Thursdays, 
where people 
have received 
Christ as their 
Savior. Many 
times we have 
had to abandon 
assumptions and 
stereotypes in 
order to reach 
lives that do 
not have Christ.  
For example, 
many Hispanics 
cannot 
participate in 
regular Sunday 

worship because 
their jobs require 

them to work. That is why small 
groups have been an answer to 
prayer for these people. There they 
can receive Christ in their lives, 
begin a relationship with God and 
discover a church family who will 
love them as they grow.

My family moved to Hagerstown 
at the end of 2004. Almost 
immediately, we received an invitation 
to work as chaplain of the Hagerstown 
Suns, a minor league baseball affiliate 
of the New York Mets. This became 
a sign to us that God desired us 
to begin a second new work here. 

Starting the second church taught us 
that each place must have a different 
focus and a different strategy. 
We prayed every day and soon 
Hagerstown Church was meeting 
on Sundays at 7:00 p.m. at Virginia 
Avenue Church. We have gathered 
about 25 people so far. The service 
is bilingual, which has caused the 
youth to organize a bilingual group 
for Hispanic teenagers, too. This 
group gathers on Saturdays at 6:00 
p.m. and already has 14 people in 
attendance.

I give thanks to the Lord for the 
opportunity that He is giving me to 
serve with the BCM/D and the Blue 
Ridge Association. I give thanks 
to South End Church in Frederick 
and Virginia Avenue Church in 
Hagerstown for their support and 
for allowing us to use their facilities. 
Also, I want to give God all the honor 
and the glory for what we has done 
through this ministry. All you can 
see that is good is because of Him, 
and His faithfulness in keeping His 
promises (Acts 1:8) (Matt. 28:18-20) 
(Psalms 127:1).  

The story is not over yet. God 
has placed in my heart the desire to 
begin a work in West Virginia this 
year, and sometime in the future, in 
Pennsylvania. My passion is to carry 
the Word of the Lord wherever He 
wants, and as I always tell Him:  I 
will abide in you, and you in me, because 
without you I am not able to do anything 
(John 15:1-17).

Ender Zambrano is the church 
planting pastor of both Iglesia Bautista 

Fuente de Vida in Frederick and Primera 
Iglesia Bautista Hispana in Hagerstown.  

He can be reached at (301) 305-6460 or by 
email at ezambrano@blueridgebaptist.org. 
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The story is not over yet

Heights, 
at any 
level, 

cause queasiness 
in my stom-
ach. Therefore, 
mountain climb-
ing is not on my 
list of ways to 
spend a Satur-
day. But for Eric 
Weihenmayer, 
mountain climb-
ing is his life. 
Blind since the 

age of 13, he is the 
only blind person and the youngest 
climber (33) to have ever climbed Mt. 
Everest (aetv.com). So what inspires 
someone like Eric? He said it was 
never a choice, it was his call (Touch 
the Top of the World).  

For the last few years, WMU has 
taken the theme “Live the Call” so 
I found Eric’s statement intriguing. 
What does it mean to “Live the Call”?    

Long before Eric and WMU, there 
were men and women who also had 
a call to live out, not a call to climb a 
mountain, but a call to follow God. 
Abraham was called to lead the Isra-
elites out of captivity, Noah to build 
the Ark, David to be king, Esther to be 
a queen and Paul to be a missionary. 
Hebrews 11 is a list of Old Testament 
heroes who lived out their call. Then 
there are modern day people like Ste-
phen Curtis Chapman who are called 
to write songs, Rick Warren to grow 
a church and Beth Moore to teach the 
Bible.

What is their secret? Where do 
they find their passion? How can we 

know and live out our call?
Gen.12:1-5, Gen. 15:6 and Rom. 

12:1-2 can help answer these ques-
tions.

Step one: believe God! That 
seems basic and it is. But it also the 
place many of people fail. In Gen. 
12:1, God tells Abram to leave his 
inheritance, pack up his family and 
belongings and move to an unknown 
place. Abram leaves everything that 
is familiar and heads for a place 
totally unfamiliar…an impossibility if 
Abram had not believed God was who 
and what He claimed to be. In Gen. 
15:6, Scripture says, “Abram believed the 
Lord…” The courage required to live 
our call comes from believing God, 
claiming His every promise and trust-
ing His character.         

Step two: become Christ like. 
Romans 12 is a contradiction of terms, 
“be a living sacrifice.” How can we be 
a sacrifice and live at the same time? 
Sacrificial sheep in the Old Testament 
were killed, not left living. Christ took 
the place of the sheep and sacrificed 
His life for our sins. Our sacrifice is 
to give up our attitudes to take on 
the attitude of Christ; humility, self 
control, etc. (Gal. 5:22) We can “sacri-
fice” man’s desires in order to “live” 
out Christ’s desires that bring honor 
to Him. 

Sometimes living the call will 
require the ultimate sacrifice of life. 
I’ve known two such people. One 
afternoon, Bill Hyde, an International 
Board Missionary serving in the 
Southern Philippines, offered to meet 
a missionary family at the airport - a 
simple act of kindness. That afternoon 
the Davao City Airport was bombed 

and Bill Hyde was killed. He lived his 
call among Filipinos who often won-
dered why he would give up America 
for the Philippines. Not only did he 
give up America, he gave up his life.

Jack Logan, our dentist in Con-
way, Arkansas, took care of our teeth 
on stateside assignments. While 
working on our teeth, he often shared 
about his heart for volunteer missions. 
His first trip was to Nicaragua. He 
knew he had found his call and made 
multiple trips back to Nicaragua. On 
his last trip, he took a few days to fish 
on Lake Nicaragua. An afternoon 
storm suddenly arose and Jack’s boat 
was capsized. The pastor with Jack 
drowned. Jack, another American 
and two Nicaraguan boys were left 
holding onto one ice chest. Jack was 
concerned it was not enough for the 
weight. So when Jack grew too tired to 
hold his weight, he swam away from 
the chest and drowned. He gave his 
life so others could live. Even though 
Jack let go of the safety of the chest, he 
was holding on to the safety of know-
ing Christ.

Most of us who choose to live our 
call will not have to make a choice 
between life and death. Our choices 
will be saying no when others are 
saying yes, leaving the comforts of 
America for the discomfort of another 
country, using our resources for mis-
sions instead of “creature comforts,” 
choosing to live a life 24/7 that honors 
Christ. To live the call is not always 
easy, but it comes with a great benefit, 
“I, the Lord, am your shield, your very 
great reward.” Gen. 15:1 (NIV) and for 
me, that is enough.

Living the call is not always easy

Gayla Parker
WMU Executive 

Director,
Missionary for 

Missions Education 
and Customization

If you worked with the GA/
Acteens Summer Camp Program 
at Camp Wo-Me-To in any capac-
ity, at any time, you are invited to a 
Staff Reunion on Saturday, June 9.  

The reunion will be located at 
Camp Wo-Me-To and will begin 
at 12:30 p.m. 

In a cook-out type setting, 
we hope to reconnect with old 
friends and provide a time of fel-
lowship and worship for former 
staff members and their families. 
Hamburgers and hot dogs will 
be provided and we ask that you 
bring a side dish or dessert to 
share with everyone. Also please 
bring drinks for you and your 
family. The cost is $5 per person.   

Please RSVP by May 15 by 
calling Kirbie Britt at (910) 916-
0065 (or email kjvault@hotmail.
com) or Kimberly (Riley) Busby at 
(410) 804-6195 (or email kbuzz78@
comcast.net). Don’t forget to 
spread the word to friends or 
church members who might have 
worked GA/Acteens camp!

GA/Acteens Camp 
Staff Reunion

Ender and Aidsa Zambrano



Redland Church, Rockville, 
had an Amani Ya Juu open house to 
showcase Amani Yu Juu products 
– hand-made products from women 
in Africa. 

The Amani Ya Juu project gives 
African women the opportunity to 
improve their sewing and marketing 
skills and grow in community and 
faith together. As part of the regular 
activities, the women participate in 
Bible study, singing and prayer. 

Potomac Association

Dunkirk Church hosted the an-
nual Senior Adult Luncheon on Mar. 
22. 

Potomac Heights Church has as 
mother’s support group that meets 
every Wednesday evening for prayer, 
fellowship and support. 

Hughesville Church will host 
the Potomac Association’s annual 
choir festival on April 27 at 7 p.m. 

Indian Head Church will host 
the Association’s semi-annual meet-
ing. 

Trinity Church, Waldorf, called 
Ebonie Nicole Davis as youth minis-
ter. Davis has been an active member 
of TBC for five years and has served 
in the preschool department, teach-
ing ladies Bible study and serving as 
youth director. 

The church will have a marriage 
enrichment seminar on May 4 and 
5. The evening begins with dinner, 

desert and a marriage enrichment 
workshop session. On Saturday, the 
conference continues with more 
seminars and lunch. 

Greg and Deborah Brock, fre-
quent Fall Festival of Marriage fac-
ulty, are the presenters. 

Prince George’s Association

Kensington Church had an af-
ternoon of games to celebrate Spring. 
Members came decked out in spring 
colors. The church provided hot 
dogs with the fixings and members 
brought side dishes, desserts and 
drinks. 

The church has an anniversary 
cookbook with over l,500 recipes, 
reflecting the cultural diversity and 
interests of the congregation. The 
books are $15. 

Susquehanna Association

Members of Calvary Church, Bel 
Air, enjoyed some family fun time to-
gether at a local athletic club. Church 
members gathered for swimming, 
volleyball, basketball, racquetball, 
children’s activities and food and 
fellowship. 

First Church, North East, offered 
a “Money Matters” class last month 
during the Sunday school hour. The 
class covered Biblical principles for 
financial success, including budget-
ing, paying off debt, savings, invest-
ing and tithing.

Western Association

Welsh Memorial Church, Frost-
burg, has called Albert Burnham 
as its youth minister. Burnham is a 
senior at Frostburg State University 
working on a degree in recreation 
and parks management. He has been 
a leader of the Baptist Student Min-
istry at FSU. He also has a certificate 
from the Wisconsin Wilderness Cam-
pus of Philadelphia Biblical Univer-
sity and has worked with youth at 
the New Life Bible Camp in Buffalo 
Mills, Pa. 

Miscellaneous

The Inner Harbor Ministry 
will host a Sunrise Service on Easter 
morning at 6 a.m. at the Fells Point 
Pier on Thames Street. 

The Montgomery-Blue Ridge-
Mid-Maryland Associational winter 
youth retreat, 2007 Winter Break-
out Retreat, was held Feb. 18-18 at 
Skycroft Conference Center with 12 
youth groups participating.

Gary Chapman, author of “the 
Five Love Languages” will lead a 
one-day marriage seminar on June 2 
from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at Mount Pleas-
ant Church and Ministries, Radecke 
Avenue, Baltimore. The cost is $80 
per couple. For more information 
contact LifeWay at (800) 254-2022 or 
visit their website at www.lifeway.
com/tagm.
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Gunpowder Church deacon answers question: 
“Where was God during the Civil War?”

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

GUNPOWDER, Md. — At 4:30 
a.m. on April 12, 1861, 146 years ago, 
America’s Civil War began, dividing 
the nation and pitting brother against 
brother and father against son. Over 
600,000 soldiers and 80,000 civilians 
died. And the question that lingers is 
“Where was God?” 

Steve McCarty, a deacon and 
Sunday school teacher at Gunpowder 
Church, strives to answer that ques-
tion. McCarty gives presentations, 
dressed as a confederate chaplain, 
at churches and at Skycroft Confer-
ence Center, sharing the faith of well 
known Civil War soldiers, on both 
sides, and his interpretation of God’s 
presence during that infamously 
bloody time in history. 

McCarty became fascinated with 
the war when he went on a family va-
cation to Gettysburg as a child. 

“I came to Christ as a teenager. 
As a young adult, I began looking at 
the war from a spiritual perspective. 
I read about people like Robert E. Lee 
and Stonewall Jackson, who were not 
nominal Christians, but devout in 
faith.” 

McCarty was very influenced by 
a diary written by Andrew Cross, a 
delegate to the United States Chris-
tian Commission, an organization 
dedicated to serving soldiers physi-
cally, emotionally and spiritually. 

“The more I started research-
ing it, the more I saw how God was 
orchestrating human events in the 
nation, to basically, I believe, bring 
His judgment on the nation and to 
call His people from their pride and 
arrogance.”

When McCarty does a presen-
tation, he dresses in a confederate 
costume portraying Jonathan An-
drew Broadus, a Baptist minister who 

also served as chaplain to Gordon’s 
Brigade in the Army of Northern 
Virginia. He uses music from the 
civil war time period, including “The 
Battle Hymn of the Republic” and 
“Shepherd Like a Savior Lead Us.” 

During his program, McCarty 
uses powerful music and a Power-
point presentation showing heart 
wrenching war 
scenes mixed 
with pictures 
of soldiers 
praying and 
with civil war 
facts. 

According 
to McCarty, 
4.2 million 
men fought in 
the war.  The 
magnitude of 
carnage of the 
Civil War is 
shown in some 
of it’s most hor-
rible battles, 
Gettysburg: 
51,000 casual-
ties during 
the three-day 
conflict, the 
largest battle 
ever on the 
North Ameri-
can continent; 
Antietam with 
its 23,000 casualties was the single 
bloodiest day of the war, and Cold 
Harbor with its 7,000 casualties in 
45 minutes - perhaps the Civil War’s 
bloodiest moment.  

McCarty also uses Civil War 
art work by Mort Kunstler and John 
Paul Strain during his presentations 
depicting faith of the soldiers and 
generals. Once he had a friend who 
portrayed a union chaplain and the 
two men together shared how the 

Holy Spirit worked to save lives on 
both sides of the battlefield. McCarty 
also shares first hand accounts, from 
soldiers from the north and south, 
who were changed as they were 
faced with their own mortality. Some 
came to Christ and other developed a 
deeper relationship with Him.

“They became aware of the brev-
ity of life and 
of God calling 
them back to 
Himself,” Mc-
Carty said. 

So, where 
was God dur-
ing the Civil 
War? 

“He’s in the 
same place he’s 
always been, 
orchestrating 
the course of 
human events 
to bring people 
back to him-
self,” McCarty 
said. He said 
it’s the same an-
swer when the 
question arises 
about 9-11, the 
tsunami and 
hurricanes. 

“He is 
today and for-
ever,” McCarty 

wrote in a pamphlet he published. 
“God was at Gettysburg as surely 
as He was in the Garden. God was 
at Gettysburg as surely as He was at 
Golgotha. God was at Gettysburg as 
surely as He is in our midst today.” 

For more information about this 
subject, or to book McCarty for a 
speaking engagement, email  him at 
mccarty17@comcast.net.

Western

Susquehanna

Miscellaneous

Prince George’s

continued from page 3

Dressed in a confederate costume portraying 
Jonathan Andrew Broadus, Steve McCarty, 
a deacon and Sunday school teacher at Gun-
powder Church, strives to answer that ques-
tion, “Where was God during the Civil War?”

BCM/D
April and 

May Events
 

BMRC is the 
Baptist Mission Resource 

Center (formerly the Baptist 
Center)

APRIL

8 Happy Easter: He 
is Risen!

13-14  Ministers’ Wives 
Retreat at Columbia 
Sheraton (ext. 261)

16-19  F.A.I.T.H. 
Training Conference, 
Colonial Church, 
Randallstown, Md. (ext. 
220)

18 Administrative 
Professionals’ Day

21   Youth Worker/
Leader Conference: “No 
Parking in My Space,” 
2 locations: Northwest 
Church. Reisterstown, 
Md., & Oakridge 
Community, Salisbury, 
Md.; 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.; $20 
(ext. 226)

27-28  Mid-Atlantic 
Worship Expo; Covenant 
Church, Ellicott City, Md., 
Fri. 4 p.m. - Sat. 4 p.m. 
(www.worshipexpo.com)

28 The Great 
Scavenger Hunt - For 
Children Only! BMRC, 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. $20, 
(ext. 224)

MAY

Health Kits are collected 
from our churches and 
used in a variety of 
ministries including 
migrant workers, prison 
inmates, homeless and 
seamen. (ext. 231)

19 Super Saturday at 
Camp Wo-Me-To (ext. 
231)

20-24 Time To Go 
A missions discovery 
experience for adults at 
Skycroft (ext. 226)

For detailed information, 
go to www.yourbcmd.org/
calendar or call 1-800-466-
5290 and dial the extension 

listed.

Potomac
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By Baptist Press Staff

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)—New 
features amid the new look of www.
BPNews.net are evident in the South-
ern Baptist Convention news service’s 
redesign which became active on 
March 10.

Will Hall, executive editor of 
Baptist Press and vice president for 
convention news with the Southern 
Baptist Convention Executive Com-
mittee, said, “The look is new, but so 
are many of the features including the 
media gallery, which adds the capabil-
ity to present information in differ-
ent mediums – videos, audio clips, 
slideshows and such – to enhance the 
educational and inspirational offer-
ings that complement daily Baptist 
Press news products.”

A Christian news wire service 
published at the SBC Executive Com-
mittee’s offices in Nashville, Tenn., 
Baptist Press provides news and 
feature stories for the 41 state Baptist 
papers across the country. 

Through the Internet, BP reaches 
a worldwide audience of Southern 
Baptists, like-minded evangelicals 
and readers seeking content devel-
oped from a perspective of faith.

Among other features in the 
redesign:

– enhanced navigation, or ease of 
use, of BP’s daily content and features.

– new story collection and photo 
gallery features, making it easier to 
search BP content from the past de-
cade. All of BP’s weekly “digests,” for 
example, covering marriage, culture, 
international and life issues are acces-
sible via the redesigned groupings at 
BPNews.net.

For churches that host 
BPNews on their websites, 
the newsfeed redesign 
will help the BP headline 
feature blend more easily 
on host websites.

BPNews’ e-mail service 
features new technology to 
provide an at-a-glance, ful-
ly active homepage e-mail 
for subscribers to the free 
service. An easy “Down-
load Today’s Stories” link 
provides the full text of the 
articles each day to print or 
read all at once.

Hall said the Executive 
Committee’s information 
systems and Baptist Press 
teams “partnered to create 
an updated, aesthetically 
pleasing design, framed 
within a new program-
ming architecture that 
makes it easier to navigate 
the website to find con-
tent and to search the rich 
trove of material we have 
archived. 

“We combined these 
obvious features with an 
advanced administrative 
program that readers will 
not see, but benefits our 
readers and media part-
ners because it reduces the 
workload involved in post-
ing and gives more time 
and flexibility to customize 
each edition of Baptist Press.”

Chris Chapman, director of 
information systems for the Executive 
Committee of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, noted, “The new design 

and format of BPNews.net enhance 
the accessibility of the current set of 
excellent resources and creates new 
areas of information that will interest 
all who visit.

Commenting on the months-long 

intensive creative effort, he added, “We 
are blessed with gifted and godly web 
designers who have committed incred-
ible energy and innovation to complete 
this excellent new design.”

BPNews.net unveils new look, new features

to name a few, could actually have 
training anytime they want it, but 
he wants to take it a step further. 

“What if you could convince a 
number of partners to also capture 
their training?” he asks. “Can you 
imagine how much training is 
occurring in the Southern Baptist 
Convention in just one weekend? 
What if you could capture a whole 
bunch of weekends or a whole 
bunch of conferences? And if you 
could gather all of that training 
and put it in one website that was 
coordinated and organized so that 
a person coming to it could see all 
the availability, all the courses, all 
the possibilities?” 

He also suggests that mentors, 
people who are experienced in 
ministry, process the information 
with those being trained. Both 
could see and discuss the same 
training. “If you think about this, 
you could revolutionize the leader-
ship training process that we want 
to deliver to our churches and our 
leaders. It could be a brand new 
day,” Tallion explains. 

“We could increase accessibil-
ity for our leaders and churches at 
a rate that we’ve never been able to 
before because of the technological 
advances that I think could be a gift 
from God. I think this is going to be 
one of the most exciting, incredible 
movements in training that we’ve 

ever, ever seen!” 
Already, ten state Baptist conven-

tions, including the Baptist Conven-
tion of Maryland/Delaware (BCM/D), 
are on board with the program. 

“E-quip.net is an incredible way 
for the churches within the BCM/D 

to tap into great training, not only 
from our missionaries, but also from 
our partners via the e-quip.net portal 
which allows us to feature partner 
content,” says Phil Graves, media 
minister for the Blue Ridge Associa-
tion in Boonsboro, Md., and a partner 

with the BCM/D as a manager for 
their E-quip.net website. 

There are two caveats for part-
nerships, says Taillon. The service 
is always free, and no proprietary 
work is accepted. “It’s a real shar-
ing, partnership model,” Taillon 
clarifies. 

“If a partner says they want 
to charge for their training, then 
they can’t post their material.” 
He explains, “Our churches are 
already giving to the Cooperative 
Program.” 

Taillon believes that this “just 
in time” training does not com-
pete with seminary schooling. In 
fact, he believes the training may 
whet the appetite for even more 
education. “The more training the 
learner achieves, the more they 
typically want to learn,” he notes, 
adding that the E-quip.net training 
is more skills-based than theologi-
cally-based, although some of the 
training is theological. 

Current training videos 
include topics on leadership; 
marriage and family; ministry 
foundations; starting churches; 
strengthening churches; and wor-
ship/preaching, among others.
To participate in the online learn-

ing community, visit online at bcmd.
e-quip.net. If you have any site sug-
gestions or wish to have your train-
ing event taped for use on e-quip.net, 
please contact Graves at e-quip.net@
bcmd.org.

continued from page 1

E-quip.net brings ministry training to your desktop



heading our way.
“When I moved here 25 years 

ago, there were 235 million people in 
the United States. Today, that num-
ber has topped 300 million. That’s 
like adding another nation. It’s more 
than the population of France! But 
in another 36 years, we will be over 
400 million and North America won’t 
look the way we look today.”

As for the prospect of being 
recommended to lead NAMB, Ham-
mond said he wasn’t expecting it. He 
allowed his resume to be submitted 
by a friend, but didn’t anticipate be-
ing in the final tier of candidates.

“In fact, Debbie and I just moved 
from one house to another right 
before Christmas,” Hammond said. 
“Not exactly the move of someone 
who is expecting to relocate in a few 
months!”

Hammond’s older son Timothy, 
21, is a worship major at Liberty Uni-
versity in Lynchburg, Va., and son 
Nicholas, 16, is a high school junior.

Hammond described church 
planting as one of his “core values” 
and said it will continue as a top pri-
ority at NAMB if trustees elect him. 
He remembers back to his father’s 
church planting efforts in Africa. 
Later, Hammond planted a mission 
church in the Dallas area, taught 
church planting and evangelism at a 
seminary in Brazil and was active in 
church planting in his state conven-
tion in Brazil.

“My family is currently part of a 

church plant in the Richmond area 
– Parkway Baptist. And I’m happy 
to say our church, which is just over 
four years old, last year gave almost 
$70,000 to the Cooperative Program 
so we could help start more new 
churches.”

And while he hopes more SBC 
churches will increase their giving 
through the Cooperative Program, 
Hammond said NAMB has to learn 
how to better work with state con-
vention partners to increase church 
planting capacity.

“We need to find ways to im-
prove our skills, systems, equipping 
and mentoring so we can increase the 
number of churches being started in 
North America each year,” he said.

Hammond said he would take 
leading NAMB’s 5,000-plus mission-

aries as a very serious calling.
“Missionaries are not lists and 

numbers to me,” he said. “I want 
Southern Baptists to know them and 
pray for them and I want our mis-
sionaries to feel connected. We are 
going to tell their stories in a way 
that will help Southern Baptists fall 
in love with our missionaries all over 
again.”

And he will look to state Baptist 
conventions as key partners in the 
task of reaching North America for 
Christ.

“One of my priorities will be 
strengthening relationships with 
state conventions. I come from a state 
convention that has benefited greatly 
from its relationship with NAMB. 
NAMB has to understand the context 
of each convention and the challeng-

es they face,” Hammond said.
He said he’s encouraged that a 

growing number of churches within 
the convention understand that 
North America is a mission field.

“We need to think like mission-
aries and see the people groups and 
population segments in our har-
vest fields. Not everybody around 
the church is like the people in the 
church! We need to be more cross-
cultural in our evangelism and find 
ways to do effective, contextualized 
church planting.”

If elected, Hammond said he will 
be passionate about assisting South-
ern Baptist churches to fulfill the 
Great Commission through evange-
lism, church planting and sending 
missionaries. “That’s worth pouring 
your life into!” 

April 2007 Page 7

By Jim Casey

The images of the devastation 
caused by Hurricane Katrina 
are indelibly etched in the 

minds of any who saw and heard the 
reports on television, in the newspa-
pers and in magazines. But to gain 
a first hand experience of what this 
storm left behind, one must person-
ally visit the area and work along 
side the people who have been bru-
tally extracted from their homes and 
placed in a position 
of rebuilding literally 
from the ground up. 

While those not 
greatly impacted by 
Katrina might think 
all is well, consistent 
reminders from those 
still recovering and 
from those who are 
caring for displaced 
individuals are 
required to remind 
us all that help is still 
needed. The truth 
is we all need help 
in remembering.

Just last month, a 
man from the church 
where I am currently 
serving as a transi-
tional pastor, joined a reconstruction 
team from the local Baptist associa-
tion on a trip to the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast. He attempted to relate to me 
the extensiveness of the damage and 
ruin that still existed there. What 
really got my attention was when he 
told me about what had to be done 
before reconstruction could begin. 

He said for many places along the 
coast, nearly four to five feet of dirt 
had to be brought in from other areas 
to lay a foundation over the sand base 

in order to obtain a building permit. 
In others words, unless the land-

owner first established a firm foun-
dation, no building would be guar-
anteed, nor insured, to stand against 
the elements expected to come on the 
future. A firm foundation is neces-
sary if something is to withstand the 
winds and water in this environment.

Jesus taught His disciples the 
same lesson at the start of His min-
istry concerning building on a solid 
foundation. This lesson is recorded 

in Matt. 7:24-27. In His “com-parable,” 
Jesus contrasts the building of one’s 
life on a foundation of rock verses a 
foundation of sand. Jesus states that 
all who “hears” and “acts” on His 
teachings will be “wise” because they 
build their lives on the foundation 
of a “rock.” On the other hand, any 
who “hears” and “does not act” on 
His teachings are “foolish” because 
their lives are on a foundation of 
“sand.” Jesus desires His disciples to 
build on a solid foundation of rock.

A church has the same com-

mission. If it is to stand up to the 
winds and water of the times, it 
must be built on the solid founda-
tion of the Rock, Jesus Christ. 

There are numerous references 
to Christ as the Rock in both the 
Old Testament and the New Testa-
ment. However, Peter in his first 
letter to scattered believers, best 
identifies this concept when he 
writes that Jesus Christ is the very 
“corner stone” of what is built for 
God’s purposes. If any church is 

to stand, then its foundation must 
be on a solid Rock, Jesus Christ.

Therefore, the theme for Hori-
zons 2007 is “Remember the Rock.” 

Just like those rebuilding the 
Gulf Coast area remind us of the 
need to build on a solid foundation, 
there are those who care about the 
church and remind us of the need 
to build on the Rock of Jesus Christ. 
By hearing and acting on His teach-
ing, we will be wise in building so 
as to withstand the storms of life. 

A solid foundation is what is 

required in order to build a solid 
church.

Horizons 2007 is scheduled 
for July 27-28, 2007, and will be the 
premiere event for learning how the 
church can focus on the solid founda-
tion of the teachings of Jesus Christ. 
There will be opportunities to learn 
about leading age group ministries, 
serving as deacons, church staff 
responsibilities, relating in families, 
ministering to those in need, reach-
ing others with the Good News, using 

technology for Kingdom 
work and worshipping 
as the body of Christ. 

By using several ses-
sions scheduled in these 
two days, many oppor-
tunities will be available 
to participate in several 
learning modules. 

The first session be-
gins on Friday at 1 p.m. 
and will conclude with 
a Worship Celebration 
on Saturday afternoon. 
Thanks to the partner-
ship with Skycroft, 
the senior pastor will 
be able to attend free 
provided a minimum of 
five other people from 
the church attends.

As with previous Horizons, this 
promises to be a quality event that 
can significantly assist your church 
to focus on the reason it exist. Don’t 
miss this opportunity to prepare a 
solid foundation for your church. 

Let’s “Remember The Rock” 
and bring those who will be 
the foundation stones in your 
church to Horizons 2007.

Jim Casey is a Baptist Convention 
of MD/DE transitional interim pastor. 

Horizons at Skycroft 2007 — “Remember the Rock”

Continued from page 1

Hammond recommended as NAMB president

ALPHARETTA, Ga. – The North 
American Mission Board has ap-
pointed James C. “Cody” Whittaker as 
ministry evangelism and family life 
director for the Delaware Association, 
which is part of the Baptist Conven-
tion of Maryland/Delaware. He will 
be based in Dover.

In his new position, Whittaker 
will oversee the association’s existing 
ministries, including the fair ministry, 
the Raceway Ministry of NASCAR 
and the Wilmington Games.  

Prior to his new post, he worked 
for nine years with troubled youth 
and families in the field of social 

services. Most recently, he was 
family services coordinator for 
Eliada Homes for Children, 
Asheville, N.C.

A native of Branford, Conn., 
Whittaker earned a B.S. degree 
in recreation and leisure studies 
at Southern Connecticut State 
University, New Haven, Conn.

His wife, Maria, earned 
an A.S. degree in fashion mer-
chandising at Bauder College 
in Florida. The Whittakers have 
three children: Ervin, 15; Isabela, 
2; and Susana, 1.

NAMB appoints new missionary in Delaware

Cody and Maria Whittaker were appointed by 
NAMB to serve in Delaware Association.
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By Baptist Press Staff 
 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)--

Churchgoers still in the habit of plac-
ing cash in offering plates will need to 
change the way they give if they plan 
to receive a deduction for the contribu-
tion in next year’s taxes, according to 
tax law changes approved by Congress 
last summer that are now in effect. 

“To deduct any charitable dona-
tion of money, a taxpayer must have 
a bank record or a written commu-
nication from the charity showing 
the name of the charity and the date 
and amount of the contribution,” an 
Internal Revenue Service news release 
said. “A bank record includes canceled 
checks, bank or credit union state-
ments and credit card statements.” 

Bank or credit union statements 
should indicate the name of the char-
ity – or church – and the date and 
amount paid, according to the rules. 

Mike Weeks, president of 
the Southern Baptist Founda-
tion, told Baptist Press the changes 
should have little impact on South-
ern Baptist churches today. 

“Most taxpayers are already 
disciplined to document their giv-
ing, and it is highly unlikely that 
they will reduce their level of giving 
as a result of the recent changes by 
the IRS,” Weeks said. “Very few give 
by way of cash anymore, and if they 
do make a significant cash contribu-
tion, it likely is without regard to 

the tax consequences. Christians 
give because they are led to give 
obediently, and not because it may 
generate favorable income tax conse-
quences if properly documented.” 

According to the IRS, donations 
of money include those made in cash 
or by check, electronic funds transfer, 
credit card and payroll deduction. 

“For payroll deductions, the 
taxpayer should retain a pay stub, 
Form W-2 wage statement or other 
document furnished by the em-
ployer showing the total amount 
withheld for charity, along with 
the pledge card showing the name 
of the charity,” the IRS said. 

Before the changes, taxpayers 
could provide personal bank registers, 
diaries or notes made around the time 

of the donation 
in order to docu-
ment their contri-
butions. But such 
records are no 
longer sufficient 
for contribu-
tions under $250. 
Charitable contri-
butions of $250 or 
more still require 
written acknowl-
edgement from 
the charity, the 
rules state. 

In figur-
ing whether a 
contribution is 
$250 or more, the 

IRS says separate contributions should 
not be combined. For example, if a 
person gives places $25 in the offering 
plate each Sunday, the weekly pay-
ments should not be combined. Each 
payment is a separate contribution. 

For each cash contribution that is 
less than $250, the IRS now requires 
the taxpayer to keep a canceled check, 
a receipt or other reliable records 
from the charitable organization 
showing the name of the organiza-
tion, the date of the contribution and 
the amount of the contribution. 

Contributions of $250 or more 
require an acknowledgement from 
the qualified organization, the IRS 
says, and if more than one contri-
bution of $250 or more was made, 

the taxpayer must have either a 
separate acknowledgement for 
each or one acknowledgement that 
shows the total contributions. 

The written acknowledgement 
from the church or other chari-
table organization must include the 
amount of money donated and must 
be submitted to the IRS on the date 
the taxpayer files a return for the 
year the contribution was made or 
by the due date for filing the return. 

New rules regarding cash dona-
tions are expected to impact smaller 
churches most, especially if they don’t 
already give year-end statements. 
But the rules are supposed to pro-
vide churches with better protection 
against embezzlement by mandating 
more comprehensive recordkeeping. 

Anonymous cash donations 
are rare in churches these days, 
though, as most people have moved 
toward writing checks or plac-
ing their money in offering enve-
lopes with their names on them. 

Lisa Francisco, business manager 
for the Nashville-area Brentwood 
Baptist Church, told The Tennessean 
newspaper that less than 1 percent of 
all Sunday morning offerings at their 
6,000-member church come in the 
form of unidentified cash. The church 
provides quarterly statements to its 
members listing their contributions.

IRS changes require better records for cash donations

By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

BROOKLYN, Md.— Sit before a 
single mom and hear how difficult it is 
for her to work two jobs to put food on 
the table, to take care of her wayward 
child and to attempt to get out of an 
abusive relationship all on her own.

Ride around with the local po-
lice officer on his beat and witness 
firsthand the enormous needs he sees 
among his frustrated, angry, and hurt 
constituents. Make an appointment 
with the high school principal and 
hear horrifying stories of what crises 
today’s teenagers face on a daily basis.

“You can’t help but be changed,” 
David Mills, president of the Compas-
sion Institute,  told 40 church leaders at 
a “Compassion By Design” (CBD) con-
ference held at First Church, Brooklyn 
on March 4. Open Door Community 
Development Corporation sponsored 
the event.

“Working with David Mills and 
Compassion Institute is an incred-
ible opportunity for the churches 
of Baltimore to work with a leading 
national expert on community-based 
ministries,” Bill Simpson, executive 
director of Open Door CDC, apprised 
the attendees.  “Open Door is excited 
to be able to offer this much-needed 
capacity-building training event to 
Baltimore.” 

Mills suggests that local churches 
take an intentional, methodical ap-
proach to learning about the needs in 
their communities, and in the process, 
build relationships with community 
leaders—and build credibility and 
trust in their local churches.

“We’ve got to allow a safe struc-
ture for our church members to hear 
these stories and to be changed,” he 
stressed, pointing to the same effect 
that short-term mission trips—actu-
ally being there and seeing everything 
with one’s own eyes—has on people.

“When you sit eyeball to eyeball 
with people in the community, you 
can’t help but have compassion rise 
in your heart,” said Mills, a veteran 
church planter and national faith-
based expert, who has helped thou-
sands of ministries increase their 
resources and impact through Christ-
centered service.

“People drive by our 
buildings, and by and large, 
they have very little registers 
to the church,” he stated, 
noting the virtual ineffective-
ness of traditional outreach 
approaches.

Mills believes that what 
churches really need is a 
relational apologetic, “the op-
portunity for people who are 
outside of Christ to come to 
know the heart, the story and 
the reality of the Christ that 
is in us.” 

He said, “We need new 
platforms for intentional re-
lationship building. We need 
to start conversations with 
people with a purpose.” 

He suggests using “Com-
passion By Design,” a proven, 
state-of-the-art church growth 
tool that combines the best of 
current practices in church 
growth and church planting 
techniques into an easy-to-
use process that opens doors 
for relationships and services in the 
church’s community. 

Mills noted that the CBD process 
uses a ‘needs assessment’ process simi-
lar to what social workers use, with the 
biggest difference being the emphasis 
on building relationships throughout 
the interview process. 

“We encourage churches to take 
their time in doing surveys, because 
it’s not about building a program. It’s 
about building relationships, getting 
to know the community leaders and 

members and letting them see that we 
really care,” Mills said.

“Instead of focusing only on the 
‘needs’ of our community, we will also 
be careful to learn about and celebrate 
the ‘gifts’ or ‘assets’ of our communi-
ty,” Mills continued.  “We will answer 
not only ‘what are our greatest needs?’ 

but also ‘what are the unique strengths 
of this community?’”

In the process, churches discover 
their own giftedness and create strate-
gic matches between the community 
needs, church gifts and individuals’ 
ministry passions. 

Beyond the typical gifts and abili-
ties of the church (preaching, teaching, 
singing, and such), Mills suggests look-
ing at members’ life skills. Are there 
medical professionals in the church? 
Are there those interested in automo-
tive repairs, those who can assist single 

parents and/or help others balance the 
checkbook?

These practical skills could be 
extremely helpful to the larger commu-
nity, he advised.

Mills suggests publishing the 
findings of the community research 
to establish the church’s ministry as a 

credible answer to the commu-
nity’s needs. 

“When you say, here’s the 
five things we’ve learned about 
this community, suddenly 
you’ve become the expert of the 
community,” Mill shared. “It 
turns the tables. It changes the 
impression of the church and 
opens the door to dozens of 
relationships.”

Then, the church engages 
in the “next steps” that will 
lead their teams from un-
derstanding the needs and 
ministry gifts to preparing for 
meaningful service. 

An added bonus: the re-
search and the resultant action 
steps suddenly become the 
source material for requesting 
grants. 

“I believe that there is 
a specific gift package for 
each church that matches the 
unique opportunities in the 
community. With prayer and 
faith, you discover what you 
are called to do,” Mills said, 

noting that churches should approach 
service from a long-term view and 
should partner with churches who 
have other strengths.

“Let’s do what we’re called to 
do, and let’s do it very well. And let’s 
partner with others to transform the 
community,” he said.

For more information, contact Bill 
Simpson, executive director of Open Door 

CDC at (410) 354-1220; Lou Paradiso, 
pastor of First Church, Brooklyn, at (410) 

355-8854.

Open Door CDC trains church leaders in community 
development at “Compassion By Design” conference

David Mills, president of the Compassion Institute of 
Washington, D.C., discusses “Compassion By Design,” a 
proven, state-of-the-art church growth tool that matches 
church leaders with community opportunities, at First 
Church, Brooklyn, Md.
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Mission trips with purpose:  Frontliners training equips 
leaders for maximum impact

RICHMOND, Va.—About 1.65 
billion people have never heard the 
name of Jesus. Nine out of 10 people 
don’t know Him as Savior. Every 
second of every day, two of them die 
without finding freedom in Christ.

The world’s lostness “boggles 
your mind,” says Delinda Marling, 
church-wide missions director at 
Hamlin Memorial Church in Spring-
field, Mo. But Marling and fellow 
church members have learned some 
strategic ways to impact that lost-
ness by attending a global missions 
training program offered through 
the International Mission Board 
(IMB). The training – led by mission-
aries of the IMB’s Middle America 
and Caribbean region – helps local 
church leaders learn how God can 
most effectively use them on the 
“front lines” of world missions. 

On May 12, Gethsemane Church, 
Glenwood, Md., will host a Front-
liners Conference which will cover 
these themes: (1) the biblical basis 
of global missions; (2) time-tested 
missiological principles; and (3) the 
how-tos of effective mission work. 
Conference leaders stress that mis-
sions should lead to evangelism and 
church planting. They also highlight 
the importance of taking the gos-
pel to those who have never heard 

– instead of lingering 
where the message has 
already been preached. 

“It’s easy to point a 
finger at Jonah,” IMB mis-
sionary Ken Sorrell said 
during a recent Frontlin-
ers Conference, citing the 
Old Testament prophet 
who fled from God’s call 
to preach to the people of 
Nineveh. “But how many 
of us are more concerned 
about our own comfort 
than the salvation of the 
nations? How many of us 
right now are in the bot-
tom of the boat heading in 
the opposite direction?” 

After hearing chal-
lenges like that, Front-
liners participants gain 
a renewed passion for 
obeying Christ’s Great 
Commission and a better 
understanding of how 
they can strategically 
approach that task.

“It was like a light 
bulb went on for me,” 
said Jerry Cross, associ-
ate pastor of Flat Creek Church, 
Fayetteville, Ga. “The conference 
showed me how to focus on those 

things that make an eternal impact.”
At the close of a Frontliners 

Conference at Hamlin Memorial, 

Pastor Jim Flora placed 
on the communion table 
slips of paper with “I am 
willing” written on each 
one. He asked church 
members to take a paper 
if they were willing to 
pray, give or go as a 
missionary. About 90 
percent of the congrega-
tion came forward to get 
a slip. Some remained at 
the altar to pray for un-
reached people groups. 
A middle-schooler 
committed her life to 
full-time missions. A 
young man came for-
ward to request baptism.

“When we get ex-
cited about the nations, 
we get excited about see-
ing our neighbors come 
to Christ,” said Flora. “A 
lot of pastors see it the 
other way around. But 
I think nothing sparks 
revival like missions.” 

To learn more 
about Frontliners, 
contact the IMB’S 

Middle America and Caribbean 
region online at www.macregion.
org or frontliners@macregion.org.

Frontliners Conference

Gethsemane Baptist Church
Saturday, May 12
8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

$20 (covers lunch, snacks and materials)
Deadline: May 7

Send check to:
Gethsemane Baptist Church

14135 Burntwoods Road
Glenwood, MD 21738

Learn more at  www.macregion.org, 
then click on “Frontliners”

By Mickey Noah 
 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. (BP)--Say 
you’re at First Baptist Church in a 
fast-growing town and need to know 
the area’s changing demographics to 
better plan the church’s outreach and 
various ministries. How would you 
start? 

Or perhaps you’re at Faith Com-
munity Church and want to preach a 
four-week sermons series on some of 
today’s toughest, most sensitive topics: 
abortion, pornography, homosexual-
ity, divorce. Where would you begin 
your research? 

Where would you find research 
on planting new churches, refocusing 
declining churches through evange-
lism, reaching young adults through 
conversion growth or best practices 
for evangelizing children? 

The North American Mission 
Board – even going back to its prede-
cessor, the Home Mission Board – has 
always operated a research division. 
But NAMB’s new Center for Missional 
Research (CMR) has revamped and 
expanded its operations in Alpharetta, 
Ga., over the last year to become more 
interactive and proactive in providing 
research data to the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s 43,000-plus churches. 

“In addition to being the keeper 
of information, we also wanted to 
develop research to make churches 
more effective in evangelism, church 
planting and in sending missionar-
ies,” Ed Stetzer, CMR director and 
missiologist, said. “That is NAMB’s 
passion and challenge today. 

“CMR’s focus is on serving our 
churches, pastors and Christian lead-
ers throughout the Southern Baptist 
Convention,” Stetzer said. “We want 
our leaders to be able to make strate-
gic missional decisions because of the 
CMR’s enhanced ability to research 
North American cultures, analyze 
ministry effectiveness of churches 
and understand the communities 
where churches minister.” 

To meet these needs, the center of-
fers research tools, new research and 
resources at no cost to SBC churches 
and church planters. For example, 
CMR just completed the largest-ever 
analysis of church planting surviv-
ability and health – finding statistical-
ly significant factors related to more 
successful efforts. 

Stetzer said the word “missional” 
was included in the official name of 
the new research center because “we 
want to help make SBC churches 
think and act like missionaries.” 

The CMR’s website – www.mis-
sionalresearch.info or www.namb.
net/cmr – is organized into three 
broad categories: Knowing Church, 
Knowing Culture and Knowing Com-
munity. 

Knowing Community includes a 
demographic profile with traffic flow 
reports that can tell a church where to 
buy billboard space, for instance. It in-
cludes local population statistics and 
trends broken down by age, gender, 
ethnic group, household income, edu-
cation, consumer habits, recreational 
activities and per-
sonal values. About 
70 pages long, the 
study also has 30 
thematic maps 
reflecting yet even 
more data. 

Stetzer said 
some 250 churches 
a month request 
and download the 
center’s Knowing 
Community data 
– a package valued 
at $200 – which is 
available free to 
all Southern Bap-
tist churches. It’s 
usually delivered 
via e-mail within 
48 hours after an 
order. 

And if you’re 
that pastor needing 

quick, thorough SBC research for up-
coming sermons, the CMR’s website 
includes more than 1,600 immediately 
downloadable PowerPoint presenta-
tions on a myriad of subjects. 

For instance, the Knowing Church 
section includes a Church Fact File, 
where pastors can download informa-
tion on such topics as baptism, belief, 
evangelism or church planting. 

The Knowing Culture pages 
include information on cultural and 
moral issues, ranging from abortion to 
pornography. 

During a recent national launch, 
the Center for Missional Research also 
rolled out another database – People 
Groups – which breaks down people 
groups living in a given state and city 
by nationality, language spoken at 
home and ancestry. Searches can be 
conducted based on state, city or zip 
code. People Groups, at www.people-
groups.info, is jointly sponsored by 
NAMB and the International Mission 
Board. 

The CMR will commission some 
20 separate research projects during 

2007, all designed to help churches 
carry out more effective ministries, 
Stetzer said. These projects include re-
search on such topics as churches that 
are effectively reaching 18- to-24-year-
olds; conversions from other world 
religions; and best church planting 
practices. 

One forthcoming project is a 
study of more than 300 churches that 
have experienced significant evange-
listic revitalization after a protracted 
period of decline, Stetzer said. This 
CMR research is slated to be released 
in May through the B&H Publishing 
Group of the SBC’s LifeWay Christian 
Resources. 

Last year’s CMR research resulted 
in reports such as “The Rise of House 
Churches and Alternative Faith Com-
munities”; “How the Unchurched 
View Southern Baptists”; and “Dis-
turbing Trends in Baptisms.” 

The CMR staff of seven soon will 
add a director of research innovations 
and initiatives to oversee research and 
development. 

Useful data available to SBC churches from research center 
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By Roy Hayhurst

RICHMOND, Va.—That feel-
ing of tightness around the chest or 
shortness of breath is nothing to take 
lightly – in fact, you may have only 
minutes to save your life or another’s.

If you, or a loved one, were hav-
ing a heart attack, would you know 
the signs or what to do? According 
to a 1999 Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention study, almost half of 
the cardiac deaths in the United States 
occurred before emergency treatment 
could be started.

Know the signs, and if you or a 

loved one is experiencing any of these 
symptoms, call 911 immediately.

According to the National Heart 
Lung and Blood Institute, the signs 
include:

•  Discomfort in the center of the 
chest. “The discomfort can feel like 
uncomfortable pressure, squeezing, 
fullness or pain.”

•  Discomfort in other areas of 
the upper body, including one or both 
arms, the back, neck, jaw or stomach.

•  Difficulty breathing. This can 
come before, or during the bouts of 
chest discomfort.

•  Other symptoms “may include 

breaking out in a cold sweat, nausea 
or light-headedness.”

While men or women are likely 
to experience any of the above symp-
toms, women are more likely to 
experience a symptom other than 
chest discomfort when having a heart 
attack. Experts agree if you think you 
or a loved one is having a heart attack, 
it’s best to err on the side of caution 
and seek immediate medical atten-
tion.

Roy Hayhurst is a marketing 
communications developer at 

GuideStone Financial Resources of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

Dear Counselor:
My daughter was on the 

honor roll in middle school, but 
the bottom dropped out on us 
after she started high school. Her 
grades are terrible and her attitude 
is worse. What can we do?

                        —Worried Parent

Dear Worried Parent:
It is obvious that something has 

changed. Assessing what exactly has 
changed through patient listening 
that is not thrown off track by her 
defensive attitude is a prerequisite to 
deciding what to do. For example, in 
the move from middle school to high 
school, the academic demands may 
have changed and your daughter’s 
attitude is the result of a lack of 
confidence or self-efficacy. In this 
case, working to build confidence 

through tutoring might be an answer. 
At the other extreme of 

change, your daughter might have 
experienced trauma through the 
death of an important person in 
her life, or through date rape. In 
this case, a lot of listening and 
counseling would be in order.  

There might be biological changes 
that are occurring as the hormones 
shift, the body develops, and sexuality 
presents itself from inside and out. 
Ruling out medical problems through 
a visit to the doctor, or having frank 
discussions about how the body works 
and about ethical values that support 
long term wellness would help.  

Changes at home can sometimes 
create anxiety in a child that is 
reflected in changed academic 
performance and attitude. The 
leaving of an older supportive 

sibling can leave a child feeling lost. 
An increase in parental discord or 
parental absence can be seen in a 
commensurate increase in anxiety and 
anger in the child. Family meetings, 
family counseling, or marital 
counseling for the parents would open 
up the possibility of positive change. 

Loss of significant friends who 
have gone to different schools or 
who are now in different classes can 
be dealt with like grief and helped 
through appropriate problem solving.  
Getting in with “the wrong crowd” 
is a change that requires the setting 
of clear boundaries and strong 
intervention when careful observation 
raises the suspicion of drug use.

The possibilities for what has 
changed are endless and the solutions 
equally different. In the midst of 
all the change, the challenge for 

the parent is to be constant and 
unchanged; unchanged in the love of 
the child; unchanged in the reminders 
of God’s love (without preaching); 
unchanged in the parent’s belief in 
the child, sometimes held in place 
only by the parent’s belief in God. 
Although hard to do, it is often 
a change in the parent’s attitude 
from worried to confident (a hope 
beyond hope – cf. Romans Ch. 4) 
that must precede a change in the 
child’s attitude and willingness to 
open up to what is really going on.

Tom Rodgerson

Questions may be e-mailed to 
trodgerson@bcmd.org with the subject 

line indicating, “Dear Counselor.” 
Alternatively, questions can be mailed 

to Tom Rodgerson, 8203 Harford 
Road, Parkville, MD 21234. 

“Dear Counselor” with CentrePointe Counseling, Inc.

“Our child has changed and we don’t know 
what to do.”

Know the signs of a heart attack



April 2007

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT — Coles-
ville Baptist Church is seeking an Administra-
tive Assistant for part-time work, 20 hours per 
week. Please call (301) 384-9153. 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC — (Part time 
position) Colesville Baptist Church in Silver 
Spring, Md., is looking for a spiritually 
mature believer to lead the church’s music 
ministries. Qualities looked for include: abil-
ity and aptitude to plan and lead worship for a 
diverse congregation with a blended wor-
ship style; ability and aptitude to develop the 
potential of the individuals who comprise the 
music ministries at the church. Please inquire 
at (301) 384-9153.

DISCIPLESHIP PASTOR – SonRise Church 
in Berlin, MD is seeking resumes for a 
fulltime discipleship pastor. SonRise Church 
is a four year old church plant committed 
to planting churches. We are a contempo-
rary café style church currently meeting in 
the local High School. Responsibilities will 
include overseeing our small group ministry, 
assimilation, and discipleship. Resumes can 

be faxed, mailed or e-mailed. Send resumes to 
SonRise Church, 9928 Old Ocean City Blvd., 
Ste. 5, Berlin, MD 21811; pastord@sonrise-
church.cc; FAX (410) 629-0740; Phone (410) 629-
1901 (office) or (410) 726-6978 (Lead Pastor).

PART-TIME ACCOMPANIST—Olney Bap-
tist Church is seeking applicants for a part-
time accompanist. Responsibilities include 
rehearsing with the choir on Wednesday 
evenings and special rehearsals for holidays 
or special events; and accompanying the choir 
during Sunday morning worship service. 
Interested applicants may contact Pastor Gayle 
Clifton (301) 774-5433 or Sandy Cordes/OBC 
Personnel Cmtte (301) 774-5565 evenings.

PART-TIME CHURCH CUSTODIAN 
— Hazelwood Baptist Church located at 5310 
Hazelwood Avenue, Baltimore, MD., has an 
opening for a part time (10-12 hrs per week) 
church custodian. Interested applicants can 
call the church office Tuesday - Friday from 9 
a.m. - 4 p.m. at (410) 866-8030.

PART-TIME MUSIC DIRECTOR—Olney 
Baptist Church is seeking applicants for a 
part-time music director. This position is 
responsible for planning and leading music for 
Sunday worship services and other scheduled 
events; directing the adult choir and serving as 
a member of the music committee. Interested 
applicants may contact Pastor Gayle Clifton 
(301) 774-5433 or Sandy Cordes/OBC Personnel 
Cmtte (301) 774-5565 evenings.

PART-TIME MUSIC WORSHIP LEADER 
— Southern Baptist church seeking part-time 
music worship leader to plan and lead music 
for worship services, direct the Sanctuary 
choir and coordinate other music activities 
at Landover Hills Baptist Church, Landover 
Hills, Md. For more details please contact the 
church at (301) 577-6700 or lhbcchurchoffice@
comcast.net , or visit http://www.lhbcmd.org.

 

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX YOUR AD 
Deadlines are the first day of the 
month for the following month’s 
issue. Classified advertising is 75 
cents per word ($18.00 minimum) 
for BCM/D churches and church 
members; 85 cents per word 
($20.00 minimum) for non-profit 
organizations; and 95 cents per word 
($25.00 minimum) for commercial 
organizations. Word count does not 
include words with two letters or 
less. Contact us for display ad pricing. 

Acceptance of advertising does 
not constitute an endorsement of any 
advertiser’s products or services.

To Place an Ad
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Ridgecrest 
Conference 

Center 
100th Anniversary 

Staff Reunion

Aug. 9-11, 2007
Call (800) 588-7222 

for reservations

ALWAYS ON...

WWW.YOURBCMD.ORG

Call or email for more information! 
5400 Roland Ave., Baltimore, 410-864-4200 

ei@stmarys.edu    www.stmarys.edu/ei

The 
Ecumenical 
Institute of 

Theology

Faith 
Seeking 

Understanding

ANNOUNCING SUMMER TERM CLASSES
AT THE ECUMENICAL INSTITUTE OF THEOLOGY

June 4—July 12, 2007 

Registration begins April 16, 2007 
Classes include:

The Book of Revelation & its Interpreters    Leading the Retreat 

The Spirituality of Children & Adolescents    Ecumenical Relations 

Small Groups in the Life of the Church   The Gospels & Jesus 

Theology & Ethics of Hospitality    The Writings of C. S. Lewis  

Ecclesiastes    and many more!

Our academic programs include: 
M.A. in Theology      M.A. in Church Ministries      Certificates 

Certificate of Advanced Studies in Theology 
Accredited Graduate Courses for Credit or Audit 

Explorations in Theology









15 Days    from $1148*


          

        
        
         
   

     

           
   
             
        

              



           
            













Dr. James Merritt is the Senior 
Pastor of Cross Pointe, The Church 
at Gwinnett Center in Duluth, Ga. 
His uncompromising preaching and 
leadership have brought phenom-
enal growth to the church where 
thousands attend each week. He is a 
past-President of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention and is a noted author 
and speaker. He and his wife Teresa 
have been married for 30 years and 
have three sons; James, Jr., Jonathan 
and Joshua. The Merritts reside in 
Dacula, Ga. 

Dr. Merritt 
is the speaker for 
Touching Lives 
which reaches mil-
lions around the 
world every week. 
His ability to apply 
Biblical principles 
to the problems 
and concerns of ev-
eryday life has made Touching Lives 
one of the most popular and respect-
ed broadcast ministries across the 
nation and around the world.

WATCH 
TOUCHING LIVES!

with
DR. JAMES MERRITT

Sundays at 8:30am EST
The Trinity Broadcasting Network (DIRECT TV Ch. 372)

The Church Channel (DIRECT TV Ch. 371)

(Consult local cable affiliates in your area for channel allocations)

Listen:
XM Satellite Radio Family Talk Channel 170

Saturdays at 8:30pm EST

REAL!           RELEVANT!        RELATIONAL!

 

Upcoming VBS Regional Clinics
April 12  Valley Church
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.  Lutherville, Md 21093
                                    (410) 321-6257
                     
April 21                       Hughesville Church
9 a.m. - 12 noon  Hughesville, Md 20637
                                     (301) 274-3672

April 28                           South End Church
9 a.m. - 12 noon       Frederick, Md 21701
                                      (301) 662-4347   
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