
Youth Evangelism Conference 
– reaching an “Extraordinary 
Generation”
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Homeless ministry springs 
from empathy
When David 
Pfister ap-
proached Don 
Satterwhite, 
pastor of Middle 
River Church, 
about having 
breakfast for the 
homeless in the area, Satterwhite 
was a little skeptical. Were there 
that many homeless in the area?             
Page 5

A funny thing 
happened on 
the road to 
Appalachia
Bayside Church 
member Jason 
Luby was load-
ing his truck 

preparing for his monthly ten hour, 
530-mile trip to Jonesville, Va., 
delivering clothing, appliances and 
whatever else he could get ... Page 6

For churches, copyright coverage 
is “the right thing to do”
“Warning: The unauthorized re-
production or distribution of this 
copyrighted work is illegal. Criminal 

copyright 
infringement, 
including 
infringement 
without mon-
etary gain, is 
investigated 
by the FBI 

and is punishable ....”              Page 7

On the Web...
•  All About Kids Productions 

(AAKP) registration forms, 
schedules and more

•  YPAC: Performing and Visual Arts 
Camp for Students registration 
forms, schedules and more

•  ScreenVue Video Clips: A $20,000 
media budget for your church!
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By Shelley Mager
BaptistLIFE Intern

OCEAN CITY, Md.—The excite-
ment in the room was almost tangible 
as over 800 youth and their leaders, 
representing 43 churches, filled the 
Carousel Hotel in Ocean City on 
March 9 for the annual Youth Evange-
lism conference. This was the highest 
attendance ever for this conference 
that BCM/D sponsors every year to 

encourage students to know God 
more and share His love with their 
friends.

The walls of the hotel rattled with 
the throb of Christian rock music as 
the enthusiastic youth groups piled 
into the lobby, cheering and talking in 
excited murmurs.

The theme of the weekend was 
“No Parking,” which was a metaphor 
that encouraged the kids not just to be 
apathetic and stay in their own little 

“bubbles,” but to go take what they 
know to the world and reflect God’s 
glory back to Him. Before the confer-
ence officially kicked off, a live rapper 
named Devin Turner pumped up the 
excitement in the teens with songs 
like “You can’t serve God and money” 
and “All hail the King.”

A rock band called Rush of Fools 
opened, followed by the Jason Lovins 

By Sharon Mager
Staff Writer

HANOVER, Md.—Bill Crowe 
served Mid-Maryland Association for 
almost 16 years. Now, as a result of 
developing Parkinson’s disease, he has 
stepped down and is receiving medi-
cal disability until he transitions into 
retirement. The Parkinson’s, doctors 
believe, was activated as a result of a 
tick bite that caused Rocky Mountain 
Spotted Fever. Crowe was bitten in 
2003 while on a mission trip in Okla-
homa. The association ministered for 
14 years to the Choctaw Indians, doing 
VBS, preaching revivals and construc-
tion work.

“Bill would never blame this on 
the mission trip,” Paul Viswasam, 
senior pastor of Bethel Church and one 
of Crowe’s frequent missions partners, 
said. “He would just say its part of 
God’s plan.”

When Crowe and his wife, Dolly, 

came to Mid-Maryland, in 1991 it was 
in answer to a call to be director of 
missions of Howard 
Association, with a 
membership of 18 
churches. The asso-
ciation continued to 
start churches and 
in 1998 it merged 
with Central Asso-
ciation, bringing the 
total to 36 churches. 
Currently there are 
56 churches in the 
Mid-Maryland As-
sociation.

“Through the 
years, we went from 
being program 
based to supporting 
churches,” Crowe 
reflected.

With grants from the Baptist Foun-
dation and from the North American 
Mission Board, the association bought 

computers for every church in the as-
sociation and hooked them up to the 

internet. Crowe said 
that really helped the 
churches reach out to 
their communities.

The association 
also developed a 
strong mission em-
phasis under Crowe’s 
leadership, minister-
ing in Oklahoma, 
India, Mexico, Canada 
and Mississippi.

“I’ll never forget 
the partnership with 
Tamil Baptist Fel-
lowship in Southern 
India,” Viswasam 
said. “It was Bill’s first 
trip to India. We were 
going to rural areas 

where the poorest of the poor live. I 

Bill Crowe, Mid-Maryland director of 
missions, retires

www.yourbcmd.org/BLMay07

Continued on page �

Continued on page 5

Brent Rawson, youth pastor of The Church at Severn Run, shows a modern art picture depicting Jesus’ face on one side 
and the cross on the other. The teens painted bits at a time, not knowing what the final result would be 
until it was combined.

Photo by Sherri Powers



One of the 
most beauti-
ful places 

in America is 
Thomas Jefferson’s 
home, “Monti-
cello,” located near 
Charlottesville, Va. 
He is buried on 
the property. His 
headstone is very 
interesting. It cites 
his major accom-
plishments on the 

granite monument. What’s interest-
ing is that it does not mention that he 
was the third President of the United 
States. It only mentions the following 
four things: “Author of the Declara-
tion of Independence,” “Author of 
the Virginia Statute for Religious 
Freedom,” “Founder of the University 
of Virginia,” and, last but not least, 
“Farmer.” Jefferson loved the order 
of nature. He actually tracked and 
documented 40 years of daily weather 
conditions at Monticello. The entire 

property teems with trees and flow-
ers he personally garnered from all 
over the world.

I am not a farmer or the son of a 
farmer, although my paternal grand-
father was one. But I do know that if 
you want things to grow, you plant in 
the spring, cultivate in early summer 
and harvest in the fall.  Even winter 
plays a role by preparing the soil for 
another springtime yet to come.  

In nature, there are four seasons. 
In our lives, there are many. The Bible 
says in Ecclesiastes 3 that, “There is a 
time for everything and a season for 
everything activity under heaven” 
(New Living Translation). Why does 
God allow us to go through so many 
varied seasons of life…some good, 
some bad? He intends for us to grow 
through each and every one of them. 

In order for maximum impact 
on our growth we must understand 
some pivotal principles:

First, the seasons of life are provi-
dential. God controls the seasons of 
our life. Daniel 2:21 says, “He changes 

the seasons and guides history” 
(NLT).

Secondly, the seasons of life are 
perplexing. Ecclesiastes 3:11 says, 
“True, God has made everything 
beautiful in itself and in its time 
– but He’s left us in the dark, so 
we can never know what God is 
up to…” (NLT). And there are some 
things we just are never going to 
know this side of heaven. Paul says, 
in I Cor. 13:12, “Now we see but a 
poor reflection as in a mirror; then 
we shall see face to face.” (NIV) But 
it’s still perplexing at times!

Thirdly, the seasons of life are 
productive. Don’t give up! Whatever 
the season you’re in, stay faithful to 
God and hang in there. Gal. 6:9 says, 
“So let’s not allow ourselves to get 
fatigued doing good. At the right 
time we will harvest a good crop if 
we don’t give up or quit” (The Mes-
sage).

Yes, there is a time to plant. There 
is a time to harvest. And scores of 
other times that come to each of us. 

These seasons of our lives teach us 
that there is something God wants to 
do in us and through us whether they 
be good times or not so good times. 

And some seasons will never 
come again. The things God brought 
them into your life to accomplish may 
be lost lessons if we didn’t act on what 
God is teaching us.  

In the 1970’s Carole King recorded 
and popularized a song entitled, 
“You’ve Got A Friend.” The last line of 
the song says, “Winter, spring, sum-
mer, or fall, all you’ve got to do is call. 
And I’ll be there, yes I will. You’ve got 
a friend!”  

My friend, whatever season of life 
you are going through today, you’ve 
got a friend. That friend, your heav-
enly Father, is walking with you dur-
ing this season of your life and all the 
seasons yet to come. Cooperate with 
Him and grow stronger through each 
and every one of them!

I think my body 
has almost ad-
justed to having 

“sprung forward” 
early this year. I 
consider losing 
an hour of sleep a 
small price to pay 
to enjoy the season 
where things begin 
to bloom and turn 
green. 

Spring gives me 
a sense of a new be-

ginning. There is freshness in the air. 
I seem to have an extra step. Count 
me in as one who supports “Spring-
ing Forward.”

Perhaps it would be a good idea 
to have an annual “Spring Forward” 
season in our churches. For example:
• Why not move the clock forward 

a couple of years and begin to 
anticipate what comes next? What 
opportunities will present them-
selves in the next 18-24 months 
that need our attention now? 
What potential challenges cause 

us to dig deeper today so we will 
be in better position to meet those 
challenges when they face us 
tomorrow?

• Spring is a wonderful time to 
dream and re-dream. Why not 
put together a “dream team” and 
spend some time envisioning 
what God really wants for your 
church as you spring forward? 
For some of us yesterday’s dream 
has lost its energy. Why not give 
the dream new life? 

• Why not take a fresh new look at 

your mission field? You may be 
very surprised to learn that there 
have been significant changes 
since the last time you took time 
to analyze and investigate. Those 
mission field changes may very 
well drive your “Spring Forward” 
strategy.
And as always, we are here 

to help. We specialize in helping 
churches and church leaders “Spring 
Forward.” 

Just give us a call.

I like television 
commercials. 
They get to the 

point quickly and 
are sometimes 
funny. I occasion-
ally look in my side 
view mirror for my 
German sports car 
because BMW’s 
advertisement sug-
gested, “Objects in 
mirror are closer 
than they appear.” 

It’s usually just a rusted compact, but 
I’ll keep looking. And who can resist a 
puppy promoting tacos?  

The oatmeal commercial has 
caught my attention. You have prob-
ably seen it. The winter weather 

brings the children inside where a hot 
bowl of oatmeal awaits. The tagline is 
simple. “Oatmeal; it’s the right thing 
to do.” As followers of Jesus Christ, 
we are usually trying to figure out 
the right thing to do. Demonstrating 
our faith through transformed living 
and sharing our faith through a verbal 
witness seems right. Doesn’t it?

Jesus told His disciples that they 
were the salt of the earth and the 
light of the world in Matthew 5. He 
continued by encouraging them to let 
their light shine so that people would 
be encouraged and God would be 
praised. He has called us to be dif-
ference-makers in our culture. Paul 
suggested that it’s time for believers 
to wake up and walk right in Rom. 
13:11-14.  Living our faith before others 

seems like “the right thing to do.”  
Many of us feel comfortable shar-

ing our faith through actions, but less 
comfortable in conversation. Churches 
even offer training sessions entitled, 
“Share Jesus without Fear.”  For some 
of us, it’s difficult to tell someone 
about Jesus in a convincing and win-
some way. So, we usually avoid the 
subject and remain quiet hoping our 
actions will pick up the slack. But 
we know that remaining silent isn’t 
always “the right thing to do.”  

I encourage you to spend time 
meditating on 1 Cor. 15:1-8. Paul 
mentioned that he had something of 
great value to pass along. What he 
learned he was willing to give away.  
The truth of the Gospel message had 
radically transformed his life and he 

couldn’t help but share with others. 
There’ something life-changing about 
the death, burial and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. It must be shared.

Paul stated in Acts 20:24, “How-
ever, I consider my life worth noth-
ing to me, if only I may finish the 
race and complete the task the Lord 
Jesus has given me – the task of tes-
tifying to the Gospel of God’s grace.” 
Your life ought to give testimony to 
this Gospel message. Acts of kind-
ness, deeds of mercy and demonstra-
tions of grace should be evident daily. 
With our lips and with our lives we 
can bring glory to God and make this 
world a litter better place.  

This just seems like “the right 
thing to do.” 

The right thing to do...

Spring – a sense of new beginning

What season of life are you currently in?
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COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.-
As American troops wage the War on 
Terror, fighting for democracy and 
liberty around the globe, citizens of the 
United States are preparing to celebrate 
their freedom to gather, worship and 
pray. Millions will answer the call to 
prayer on May 3 in observance of the 
56th annual National Day of Prayer. 

This year’s theme, “America, Unite 
in Prayer,” is based on 2 Chronicles 
7:14: “If my people, who are called by 
my name, will humble themselves and 

pray, and seek my face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then I will hear 
from heaven, will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” 

Organized events will be held in 
thousands of public venues where in-
tercession will be made for our nation, 
government leaders, media, schools, 
churches, and families.

National Day of Prayer Task Force 
Chairman Shirley Dobson, wife of Fo-
cus on the Family founder and chair-
man Dr. James Dobson, said, “At this 

crucial time in history, with our armed 
forces engaged in a desperate struggle 
in Iraq, Afghanistan and elsewhere, 
we encourage all people of faith to set 
aside their differences and publicly 
seek God’s wisdom and direction 
for those in harm’s way and for our 
homes, communities and country. ”

Esteemed author and pastor Dr. 
Charles Swindoll is the 2007 Honor-
ary Chairman and will address the 
national NDP event in Washington, 
D.C., to be held at the Cannon House 

Office Building. 
To highlight this year’s emphasis, 

Swindoll has released a new edition of 
his book Intimacy with the Almighty, 
which provides personal insights to 
guide people on their journey of faith. 
In addition, gospel music sensations 
Ernie Haase and Signature Sound have 
recorded “I Pledge My Allegiance,” 
NDP’s stirring 2007 theme song. 

For more information, visit online 
at www.ndptf.org. 

Millions to unite in National Day of Prayer



Arundel Association

Glen Burnie Church will present 
the musical, “The Torch is Passed” at 
6 p.m. on May 20. The church website 
describes the program as a musical 
story of our trust in God and acknowl-
edgement of His intervention in the 
history of the nation. 

Grace Church of Sunset Beach, 
Pasadena, will have its annual Moth-
er’s Day breakfast on May 13, provided 
by the church’s brotherhood group.

The Father’s Day breakfast, pre-
pared by the Sisterhood, will be on 
June 17.

Church members will begin 
studying Masterlife II for six weeks, 
beginning May 20.

John Townsend, co-author of the 
well known “Boundaries” book series 
and co-author of the new book, “God 
Will Make A Way,” will be the guest 
speaker at Riva Trace Church, David-
sonville, on May 19. The cost is $30 in 
advance and $40 at the door. For more 
information call (410) 798-4868.

The church’s young adult group is 
selling mulch for $4 a bag picked up or 
$4.50 delivered. Two dollars from ev-
ery bag will be used to build a church 
in Tecate, Mexico, this summer.

The Church at Severn Run is 
hosting its version of “Are You Smarter 
than a Fifth Grader;” “The Family 
Feud” and “The Amazing Race” on 
May 23. They’ll kick off the evening 
with a light dinner, and then enjoy the 
friendly competition.

Baltimore Association

First Church, Dundalk, had its 
annual kite day in March. All the chil-
dren who attended received a new kite 
and they went outside to fly them. 

The church’s multi-focus ladies 
group is already collecting toiletry 
items to send to the Veterans hospital 
this Christmas.

Hazelwood Church, Baltimore, 
recently completed a 40-day Steward-
ship Campaign entitled, “Treasures of 
the Transformed Life.” The campaign 
challenged the congregation in the 
areas of prayer, attendance, giving 
and serving. Pastor Ed Reese said the 
church saw an immediate increase in 
the number of people giving as well 
as overall giving, and a new pool of 
people for serving in the church. Reese 
said the campaign was a tremendous 
success and they praise God for the 
good results.

White Marsh Church, Perry 
Hall, will host a Staurus rally at 7 p.m. 
on June 1. The guest speaker will be 
Arthur G. Williams. Williams, from 
Northern Ireland, is the director of 
Stauros Foundation, a help group to 
assist people who are, or whose family 
members are, involved in any sort of 
addiction.

Blue Ridge Association

The Blue Ridge Association has a 
motorcycle ministry called “The Blue 
Ridge Cruisers.” The group of riders 
get together to provide opportunities 
for motorcyclists to fellowship and 
grow together in their relationship 
with Jesus.

Youth from Paramount Church, 
Hagerstown, had a scavenger hunt at 
a local mall, and then went to an ice 
cream parlor for some fun fellowship.

The church has a “mugging minis-
try” – they hand out mugs to first-time 
visitors.

Pleasant Valley Church, Rohrers-
ville, is gathering appliances, bedding 
and other household items to take to 
needy people in the Appalachian re-
gion. Volunteers will take the supplies 
to Jonesville, Va., May 3-6.

Delaware Association

Delaware Association has called 
Cody Whittaker as its new ministry 

evangelism and family life director.
First Southern Church, Dover, 

had a “Men Growing In Christ” re-
treat at Mallard Lodge in Smyrna. Jeff 
Osgood, pastor of Southern, led the 
study. Neil Strausser led the worship.

Greensboro Church hosted its 
bi-annual missions celebration April 
18-22. Missionaries participating in-
cluded Bud and Bonnie Morton, serv-
ing in Papua New Guinea; Jim Mc-
Bride, Delaware Association director 
of missions; Bill O’Dell, who traveled 
to West Africa, Ivan Mauin, pastor of a 

Baptist Church in the Edinets district 
of Moldova, Emily Willbanks, a Lin-
guistics major at Moody Bible Institute 
and Victor Blum, missionary to Israel 
through Chosen People Ministries.

Other highlights included a youth 
“Missions Blast,” a WMU luncheon 
with missionaries, and a covered dish 
banquet.

Ivan Mauin, working through an 
interpreter, shared about the ministry 
opportunities in Moldova. Greensboro 
Church and the Delaware Association 
are partnering with Mauin to help 

build and repair church facilities, as 
well as provide medicine, supplies, 
and new safe wells to other areas of 
the country.

Victor Blum and his wife, Julia, 
left behind their families, friends and 
successful careers to minister in Jeru-
salem. Victor was the first-ever official 
representative of the Estonian Repub-
lic in the State of Israel.

Eastern Association

First Church, Cambridge, will 
send a mission team to Oklahoma in 
June to minister to the Choctaw Indi-
ans. The team will do VBS, construc-
tion, arts and crafts and a variety of 
outreach projects to form relationships 
and to spread the gospel.

Mid-Maryland Association

Members of Rolling Hills 
Church, Clarksville, called Mark 
Meyer Meyers as their Senior Pastor. 
Since 1993, Meyers has been teaching 
at Capital Bible Seminary in Lanham, 
Md. Both Meyers, and his wife, Karen 
were born in New York but were 
raised in North Carolina. They met at 
North Carolina where Meyers stud-
ied electrical engineering and Karen 
studied environmental design. Meyers 
sensed the Lord’s call to the ministry 
while an engineering student and 
began seminary studies shortly after 
moving to Maryland. 

“Since Pastor Mark and Karen 
have been on the field, RHBC has had 
excitement return and a renewal of 
commitment as well as a 100 percent 
increase in attendance at Sunday 
worship services,” Church mem-
ber Ron Cook wrote in an email to 
BaptistLIFE. Also, there is a growing 
attendance in our children’s depart-
ment as well as an increase of approxi-
mately 20 percent in membership. 

Montgomery Association   

Georgia Avenue Church, Silver 
Spring, Children in Action are raising 
money to purchase a pig for a family 
in Croatia. A pig helps a family be-
come self-sustaining. The cost is $591. 

Olney Church welcomed Ion 
(John) Miaun from Criva, Moldova on 
April 15.

Potomac Association

Hughesville Church hosted the 
annual Good News Jail and Prison 
Ministry Prayer Breakfast. A former 
inmate shared his testimony.

Marbury Church had revival ser-
vices April 22-27. John Shepherd was 
the guest speaker.

The Potter’s Place, St. Leonard, 
will have a “crusade meeting” May 
5-9. May 5 will be a youth night fea-
turing Charles Brown, former youth 
minister at Bayside Church. There will 
also be some Christian youth bands 
providing the night’s music.

David Keyser, pastor of Potter’s 
Place said he invites youth leaders to 
bring their youth to this event.

Keyser asks for prayer for the 
revival services.

Other speakers are: David Keyser, 
Sunday morning, May 6; Rick Han-
cock, Dunkirk Church, Sunday night; 
Glen Robinson, My Father’s House 
of Annapolis, Monday Night; Dave 
Brown, Southern Calvert Church, 
Tuesday and Charles Barnes, New 
Hope Church of St. Leonard, on 
Wednesday.

Services begin at 7 p.m. Each 
speaker will bring their own music 
group.

Whitehall Church, Accokeek, 
had a seniors game day for everyone 
age 50 and older. The cost of admission 
was a snack.
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Richard Logston, director of 
missions for the Potomac Associa-
tion said PBA has two major focuses: 
church planting and missions. Logs-
ton said many association churches 
are birthing new churches. 

“It has been quite a joy to see the 
churches become established and 
grow,” Logston said. 

In February an associational 
mission team of 29, from 23 church-
es, returned from helping with 
disaster relief in Bay St. Louis, Miss. 
The team worked 1,600 hours on 30 
different projects in just five days. 
Logston and PBA volunteers were 
moved by the devastation in the 
Gulf Coast area. Mission teams will 
continue to work in that area for 
many years. 

Internationally, PBA churches 
and the association have worked 
extensively in Moldova and in and 
around Puebla, Mexico. They’ve also 
sent teams to Nicaragua and Bolivia. 

PBA churches have been helping 
the people of Moldova for ten years. 
In fact, they’re now getting ready to 
drill wells to provide fresh drinking 
water in areas where disease and 
illness are rampant due to the dirty 
water. 

In recent years the associa-
tion has partnered with Ebenezer 
Church in Tlaxcala, near Puebla, 
Mexico. Through that partnership, 

they’ve branched out to a town 
called Apizaco, where there has been 
no evangelical witness. About half 
the churches in the association are 
involved in this partnership in one 
way or another. Some of the church-
es are also working in St. Justina, do-
ing evangelistic outreach and VBS.

Closer to home, White Plains 
Church members are leading Bible 
studies for Russian students who 
come to the area. 

Bayside and Trinity Churches 
are working to help the people 
of Appalachia. Christian Family 
Church is providing job training 
for those recently released form the 
detention center in LaPlata. 

At the PBA annual meeting last 
month, the association dedicated 
a 14’ x 7’ disaster relief trailer that 
will be used for disaster relief and 
missions. 

Looking ahead, Logston said the 
association will focus on disciple-
ship training. In fact, PBA is working 
towards establishing a training cen-
ter at their new building in Hughes-
ville to provide opportunities for 
church leaders to be trained in 
spiritually and practically for church 
service. The new building also has a 
missionary apartment where mis-
sionaries can come and stay while 
doing speaking engagements. 

Potomac Association
by Sharon Mager



By Reid Sterrett

Little did we know when our 
pastor came to us five years ago 
to suggest that my wife, Mary, 

and I go through a church planting 
assessment how radically our lives 
would change. We have always had 
an entrepreneurial spirit, so the chal-
lenge of starting something new for 
God created excitement in both of us. 
Five years later, we find ourselves 
leading Soul Discovery Church in 
Salisbury, Md., a four-year old church 
that averages 200 in attendance, has 
three full-time pastors as well as a 
part-time support position, and lives 
on the edge every second!  

Had you asked me four years ago 
what would be the biggest challenges 
we would encounter as church plant-
ers, my answers would have varied a 
great deal from the answers I would 
give you today. The last four years are 
best described as a journey—one that 
has taught us more deeply who God 
is and what role He has called us to 
play in His master plan.

I’d love to be able to say that ev-
erything has unfolded in accordance 
with our strategic plan just as we laid 
it out from the beginning. The truth, 
however, is that I have revamped that 
plan at least a half dozen times! For 
me, church planting has been like be-
ing a specimen in a spiritual experi-
mentation lab as we have been tested 
numerous times. God has always 
been faithful, though, and we rest in 
the fact that He always will be.

So, what’s been the toughest 
challenge? There have been many, so 
several would compete for the title of 
#1. I’ll take the next few moments and 
focus on one—funding! 

Any church planter worth his 
weight in salt will be quick to cast a 
vision in hopes some obscure philan-
thropist will see the light and decide 
to dump millions into the ministry 

project. One of the unique challenges 
in our journey has been church plant 
funding. How much does it take to 
launch a church? That answer is up 
for debate—some would say nothing; 
while others would say a lot. I am 
one of those who lean toward the “a 
lot” side of the argument. I suppose 
this is primarily because our journey 
has been defined in large part by the 
need to creatively raise funding for 
ministry. 

We are currently paying over 
$40,000 a year for a facility we use 
five hours a week on Sunday morn-
ings. Our monthly staff expense 
averages over $10,000. I know many 
financial conservatives are cringing 
as they read this thinking how liberal 
we are with God’s resources, but, in 
our defense, I will say that we have 
been in the upper 97th percentile of 
SBC churches based upon the amount 
of yearly decisions for Christ made 
compared to national averages. Who 
gets the glory? God does. God alone. 

What’s a soul worth anyway? 
That’s an even harder question to 
answer. I’m convinced the church 
plants of tomorrow will face ever-
increasing financial challenges. Real 
estate prices, healthcare costs, gas 
prices—they’re all growing at ex-
ponential rates. How does the 21st 
century planter fund God’s dream of 
all people coming to a saving knowl-
edge of Him?  

Again, I can already hear many 
voices screaming, “But God builds 
His church!” We firmly believe that, 
too! In fact, it is one of our core values 
as a church; however, we believe the 
primary tool God uses to build His 
church is people. We feel very strong-
ly as a church that strategic planning 
and creativity in fund raising are es-
sential elements in successful church 
planting.  

Recently, God spoke to our staff 
while attending a prominent national 

training conference for church lead-
ers. The speaker was talking about 
positioning people in ministry based 
on their God-given gifts and talents 
so God’s Kingdom would receive the 
maximum impact.

A year and a half earlier, we had 
hired our first full-time position, a 
worship leader. The person we hired, 
Phil Harsin, came from a techni-
cal background which included live 
sound, lighting, and media engineer-
ing as well as consulting, installation 
and on-site operation. Among these, 
his primary gifts, he is also a great 
musician and worship leader. Going 
into the relationship, we all under-
stood that leading worship was not 
Phil’s primary gift and passion. We 
thought a good long-term plan would 
be to transfer him laterally into a 
position that would better utilize his 
primary gifts and talents, ultimately 
giving oversight to technology and 
media (which is an integral part of 
our worship gatherings). The big 
question that followed was, “How?”

While sitting in the conference, 
the proverbial light bulb went off. 
Why not offer a not-for-profit ser-
vice from within the church that 
offered our staff’s skills and abilities 
to the entire community? In a mat-
ter of minutes, we had brainstormed 
dozens of events or situations where 
people or organizations would love 
to have at their fingertips the services 
we could offer. Churches, public and 
private schools, universities, res-
taurants, local civic or government 
meetings, private gatherings—the 
list went on and on! Certainly not 
conventional, but we’ve never been 
known for our conventionalities.

As we continued to brainstorm 
the plan, two benefits quickly 
emerged. First, we would generate 
funds to underwrite ministry and 
additional staffing. Second, we would 
be creating a bridge between the 

secular community and the church, 
ultimately exposing people to the 
Gospel and connecting them to a lo-
cal church, even if not ours. It seemed 
like a win-win scenario.

Before we knew it, Encompass 
Mobile Media was born! Thus far, 
three months into our new endeavor, 
we have several jobs under our belt 
including a new live sound, projec-
tion and lighting installation for New 
Life Community Church, a BCM/D 
church in Inwood, W.V. Our initial 
goals for this first year are to under-
write Phil’s salary and create another 
staff position to expand our ministry. 

I’ve learned over the years that 
my best laid out plans are always sub-
ject to God’s change, most often with 
little or no notice! We believe that this 
new endeavor holds incredible po-
tential for helping to underwrite the 
vision for ministry God has dreamed 
in us.  

No matter how it turns out, I’m 
sure God will work all these things 
“together for the good of those who 
love Him and are called according to 
His purpose” (Romans 8:28). I’m sure 
it will be an exciting journey, and I’m 
sure we will find no greater plea-
sure than when our God-given gifts 
and talents align with God-birthed 
dreams and passions for maximum 
Kingdom impact.  

Are you aligned, maximiz-
ing your impact for the Kingdom? 
Let God dream His dream in your 
church’s ministry; Don’t be afraid to 
step out in faith and try something 
(even something unconventional) for 
Him. His faithfulness will meet your 
faithfulness, and when the two come 
together, some amazing things will 
happen.

To learn more about Encompass 
Mobile Media and the services it offers, or 
to contact Lead Pastor, Reid Sterrett, visit 
us on the web at www.souldiscovery.com 

or call (410) 742-0370.

Letting God dream His dream in us
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Now I lay 
me down 
to sleep, 

I pray the Lord 
my soul to keep.” 
Most of us have 
prayed those 
words as children. 
Or for those of 
you who are like 
my boys, you may 
have prayed some-
thing like, “Okay 
God, it’s me again 
and, boy, do I have 

a list this time!”  
Regardless of the words in the 

prayer, God hears every one of them. 
Not only does He hear, He answers. 
How do we know? We have proof; the 
first coming from scripture.  

Acts 16:25, “About midnight Paul 
and Silas were praying to God.” God 
answered their prayers with “such a 
violent earthquake that the founda-
tions of the prison were shaken. At 
once all the prison doors flew open, 
and everybody’s chains came loose.” 
God was glorified when “The jailer 
fell trembling before Paul and Silas 
and asked ‘Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?’” 

On occasion, we experience the 
proof. While serving in the Philip-
pines, I had a back injury that left me 
unable to walk and in extreme pain. 
Filipino pastors traveled on foot for 
hours to get to the airport in time 
to encircle my evacuation plane and 
pray for my healing. Some weeks 
later I returned from the U.S. walk-
ing and pain free. The surgeon who 
performed the surgery was quite 

pleased with himself and the success 
of the surgery. I enjoyed telling him 
his skills were good, but the success 
came because God answered the 
prayers of tribal pastors in the Philip-
pines.

Sometimes the proof is in hear-
ing the testimony of others. Recently 
I had the privilege of hearing about 
answered prayers from a few of our 
missionary personnel.

A missionary serving in a very 
difficult climate stepped off a city bus 
only to realize someone was follow-
ing her. She was on her way to attend 
an underground worship service but 
decided to delay her travel until her 
“pursuer” was gone. In her effort 
to delay her travel, she stopped and 
sat on a park bench. The stranger sat 
beside her and asked, “Are you an 
American?” “Yes,” answered the mis-
sionary. “Then perhaps you can help 
me. Someone gave me a Bible a long 
time ago and I am looking for help to 
understand the words. Can you help 
me?”

The prayer request the mission-
ary had made, “Pray that God will 
help me find people of peace.” God 
answered by placing a young woman 
on a park bench. God was glorified 
when that young woman found salva-
tion in Jesus Christ along with the 
rest of her family.

In another country, a missionary 
was hosting a medical clinic. An 84-
year-old woman, bent over with pain 
for over seven years came to the clinic 
for help. She met a young worker who 
inquired about her relationship with 
God. She said God was someone she 
had heard about, but He would have 

to heal her for her to believe.
The young doctor shared Mat-

thew 9 with the elderly woman and 
asked, “What would be easier? For 
God to forgive sins or to heal?” 
Without hesitation she responded, 
“To heal.” The doctor prayed God 
would reveal Himself to her in a 
way that she would understand and 
recognize.

The next day the woman returned 
pain free and ready to receive Christ. 
Just like the healed leper, she shared 
what Christ had done with the 500 
people waiting to see a doctor that 
day. 

The prayer request of the mis-
sionary, “Pray that the medical clinic 
will bring glory to the name of Jesus.” 
God answered by bringing healing. 
God was glorified by the testimony of 
an 84-year-old woman.

Prayer for missions is one of the 
core values of any mission educa-
tion program…traditional, co-ed, 
gender specific or customized. Doors 
are opened, people meet Christ and 
missionaries are protected because of 
faithful prayer warriors. Prayer is not 
a new strategy, it goes back to Mo-
ses. Joshua defeated the Amalekites 
because Moses prayed until sunset. 
Our missionaries may not face an 
army, but they face spiritual battles 
everyday.

How can we pray? Pray for 
missionaries who face the stress of 
knowing leading a person to Christ 
may bring persecution or death to 
the new believer. Pray for open doors 
into communities. Pray for the chil-
dren who are growing up in another 
country. Pray for safety, contentment, 

encouragement and courage. Pray 
for whole people groups to come to 
Christ. Pray for boldness. Pray for 
God to be glorified. 

Is it that important that we pray? 
Ask any missionary.

“Pray also for me, that whenever I 
open my mouth, words may be given 
me so that I will fearlessly make 
known the mystery of the gospel, for 
which I am an ambassador in chains.  
Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as 
I should” (Ephesians 6:19-20 NIV).  

The power of prayer

If you worked with the 
GA/Acteens Summer Camp Pro-
gram at Camp Wo-Me-To in any 
capacity, at any time, you and 
your family are invited to a Staff 
Reunion on Saturday, June 9 at 
12:30 p.m. at Camp Wo-Me-To. 

Hamburgers and hot dogs 
will be provided and we ask that 
you bring a side dish or dessert 
to share with everyone. Also 
please bring drinks for you and 
your family. The cost is $5 per 
person.   

Please RSVP by May 15 
by calling Kirbie Britt at (910) 
916-0065 (or email kjvault@
hotmail.com) or Kimberly (Riley) 
Busby at (410) 804-6195 (or email 
kbuzz78@comcast.net). 

GA/
Acteens 
Camp Staff 
Reunion

Gayla Parker
WMU Executive 

Director,
Missionary for 

Missions Education 
and Customization
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MIDDLE RIVER, Md. —When 
David Pfister approached Don Satter-
white, pastor of Middle River Church, 
about having breakfast for the home-
less in the area, Satterwhite was a little 
skeptical. Were there that many home-
less in the area?

Pfister smiled and said, “I know 
where they live.” And sure enough, 
Pfister headed out to the many tents 
scattered in the woods to extend invi-
tations. Thirty people came.

Satterwhite was amazed. “I don’t 
see them in that great a number in 
Middle River, but apparently he knew 
they were here.”

There’s a reason Pfister knows 
where to find the homeless –he too 
was homeless for 15 years, most 
recently living in an abandoned car in 
the woods.

The 51-year-old Vietnam Veteran 
had lost his city job due to his struggle 
with crack and alcohol addiction. He 
became estranged from his family and 
was living a life of despair going in 
and out of rehab centers.

Three years ago, he was walking 
along Middle River Road one day, 
when he noticed the big church and 
went in to get some new jeans from 
their clothes closet. He found a suit 
that fit him perfectly. Raised Catholic, 
Pfister began thinking he needed to 
get back to church. On the way back to 

the old car, he began to feel compelled 
to go to services at Middle River on 
the next Sunday.

“I went to the Taco Bell, took a 
‘bird bath’ and got cleaned up, got my 
suit on and went to the 11:00 service. 
Everyone there greeted me. I felt good 
about myself,” Pfister said.

Soon after, Pfister accepted Christ 
and was baptized. He was assigned 
to deacon Bill Williams, whom Pfister 
calls “the best friend I ever had.”

As Pfister grew in the Lord, he 
was freed from his addictions and 
became reunited with his sister, Mar-
garet Coldiron, who lives in the area. 
Coldiron not only took her brother in, 
but went to Middle River Church ask-
ing to “get what David got.” Coldiron 
accepted Christ.

Pfister was thinking more and 
more about his companions living on 
the streets. “I thought if I can come out 
of my situation I need to help others in 
that same way like me.”

The church had been feeding the 
homeless at a Baltimore soup kitchen 
and Pfister began leading that out-
reach. Last year, after looking at all 
the resources downtown, he began 
to consider those suffering closer to 
home and approached Satterwhite 
about serving breakfasts at the church. 
The church backed Pfister, and the 
ministry continues to grow.

Two weeks before Easter, the 
church had a free dinner. Over 70 
people came. Once again, Pfister went 

out to gather those in the woods. The 
church van went to local shelters.

Satterwhite played the guitar and 
led singing “The Old Rugged Cross.”

“That’s the first time I’ve sang a 
song like that in 30 years,” a quiet 50-
something-year-old man named Stan 
said with a grin.

Chris Owen, a member of the 
church’s praise team, sang “How Great 
is Our God.”

Satterwhite preached about the 
power of the resurrection. Ten people 
raised their hands at the end to accept 

Christ.
This month, the church will begin 

serving the breakfasts twice monthly. 
Pfister volunteers at the church several 
days a week now. He works with other 
local outreach centers, detoxification 
units and social services to provide 
services for those in need. Pfister calls 
local businesses and seeks donations 
of meal vouchers and donations for 
bus tokens.

For more information about this 
ministry, or to help in any way, call the 
church office, (410) 686-8810.

Homeless ministry springs from empathy

Dear Counselor,
What help can you offer to 

grandparents who are raising their 
grandchild?
  —A Grandparent

Dear Grandparent,
You are evidently not alone in 

your efforts to raise a grandchild. If 
you Google “grandparenting” on the 
Internet, the first sites out of 621,000 
sites have to do with grandparents 
who are raising their grandchildren. 
Most grandparents will speak of the 
joy of caring for their grandchildren, 
accompanied by the joy of being 
able to send them back home to their 
parents. For many grandparents, the 
former joy is tempered by the denial 
of the second joy.

There are many reasons for the 
burden of parenting to be shifted to 
the grandparents:  finances, divorce, 
single parenting, mental health 

issues, drug and alcohol issues or 
developmental immaturity. Help for 
grandparents raising grandchildren 
depends a lot on the circumstances. 
In some cases, the grandparents are 
virtually raising the grandchildren 
because they are asked to “baby sit” 
so often. Helping the grandparents in 
this case would mean helping them 
to set better boundaries, learn to say 
no and calling the parent(s) of the 
child to responsibility. It also might 
mean helping the grandparents to 
learn assertiveness or deal with the 
emptiness in their own lives.

In other cases, the grandparents 
are raising the grandchildren in real-
ity, but they have no legal custody of 
the children. The parent(s) may have 
in essence abandoned the child, but 
for various reasons enter a power 
struggle over the “rights” to the child. 
Often in this situation, help involves 
guiding the grandparents through 

the legal system, and helping them 
to get healthcare or other benefits for 
the child. (There is information on 
the Internet for this.)

Finally, there are cases where the 
grandparents are legally raising the 
grandchildren. They have worked 
through the legal issues and are sim-
ply attempting to meet the demands 
of parenting while being mentally 
and physically at a different stage of 
life. Self-care becomes an important 
focus for this group (and not un-
important to the above mentioned 
groups). Support groups can be of 
help, but finding one that fits is rare. 
Scheduled breaks and time away 
can be critical, but not available to 
everyone. What is available to every-
one is care of their body, their mind 
and their soul. Proper exercise, diet 
and medical care are a must. Daily 
calling upon God for help is a neces-
sary discipline. Mentally focusing on 

the importance of this “calling” for 
the sake of the child often brings one 
back to a source of energy that keeps 
one going.

Frequently in working with 
adults who had difficult child-
hoods where they were physically 
or emotionally abandoned, I will 
ask if there was any place of nurture 
in their lives. Often they will say, 
“Yes, there was my grandmother 
or grandfather.” It is from that one 
point of stability that they remember 
what it means to be loved, and on 
that foundation of love they can build 
their lives.

Tom Rodgerson

Questions may be e-mailed to 
trodgerson@bcmd.org with the subject 

line indicating, “Dear Counselor.” 
Alternatively, questions can be mailed 

to Tom Rodgerson, 8203 Harford 
Road, Parkville, MD 21234. 

“Dear Counselor” with CentrePointe Counseling, Inc.

“We need help raising our grandchild”

Margaret Coldiron, Pfister’s sister, and a friend who came to the dinner, talk with 
David Pfister. Coldiron said the county needs more outreaches like Middle River 
Church is doing. In addition to helping the homeless, the effort helps those who 
are trying to stretch their food budget to make ends meet.

Bill Crowe, Mid-Maryland director of missions, retires
expected Bill to have a culture shock or 
to hesitate a little bit. With absolutely 
no hesitation, Bill, so caring, put his 
arms around the poor pastors and 
prayed with them. That really touched 
me.  I asked him, ‘Why didn’t you have 
culture shock?’ For me, it was culture 
shock and I was born in India.

“God trained me in Vietnam,” 
Crowe answered.

Viswasam said when they began 
that partnership there were eight 
churches in the area. Now there are 
more than 50.

“I personally think it was Bill’s 
dream and vision after that first 
visit that led to those church starts,” 
Viswasam said.

The area where MMBA minis-
tered in India was just three hours 
from where the tsunami hit. They 

called Crowe for immediate help. In 
a week’s time, MMBA churches gave 
over $25,000 for food and clothing and 
delivered it house to house.

Crowe initiated mission trips 
to Puebla, Mexico, where volunteer 
mission teams worked with Puebla 
churches to do construction and out-
reach. Through those churches they 
were able to begin reaching areas in 
southern Mexico. In fact, Mid-Mary-
land led the first ever VBS at a church 
in southern Mexico.

When BCM/D began a partner-
ship with Mississippi, Mid-Maryland 
developed a relationship with Pearl 
River Association. Crowe and Jimmy 
Albritton had worked together previ-
ously and Albritton had just moved 
from Louisiana to Picayune, Miss., in 
Pearl River Association and introduced 
Crowe to Ken Rhodes, Director of Mis-

sions. Bill Crowe and Ken Rhodes be-
gan to work together and realized the 
best partnership coordinator between 
the two associations was none other 
than Jimmy and Sue Albritton. That 
partnership blossomed as churches 
began partnering with churches.

When the hurricanes struck the 
Gulf Coast, Crowe once again traveled 
with Viswasam. The two men were 
one of the first relief workers on the 
scene, bringing a truck-full of supplies 
into Pascagoula.

Crowe’s enthusiasm and caring for 
the hurricane victims spurred hun-
dreds of volunteers from Mid-Mary-
land to help in Mississippi, and they 
continue to do so.

Looking back through the years, 
Crowe said he’s also enjoyed working 
with the different ethnic groups. He 
gets excited talking about the Chinese, 

Korean, Hispanic, Asian Indian, and 
Haitian churches…

One of the top highlights of the 
ministry, Crowe said, is being able to 
encourage pastors.

“I’ve always worked to be a friend 
to the pastors,” he said. “They support 
me, and I support them.”

“I don’t think he would ever let a 
pastor go through a hard time without 
his presence,” Viswasam said. Our son, 
Sam, he’s a Marine now, had a snow-
mobile accident. He was airlifted to 
shock trauma. We thought we would 
lose him. He was lying in a pool of 
blood with head and spine injuries. 

“Bill was the first one there.”
“We’ll never forget that,” Vis-

wasam said.
Crowe and Dolly will move to 

their hometown state of North Caro-
lina this summer.

Continued from page 1
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CHESAPEAKE BEACH, Md.—
Bayside Church member Jason Luby 
was loading his truck preparing for 
his monthly ten hour, 530-mile trip 
to Jonesville, Va., delivering clothing, 
appliances and whatever else he could 
get to the Powell River Baptist Asso-
ciation Ministry Center.

As usual, he called Alma Reasor, 
Powell River Association’s spokesper-
son and furniture and shoe coordina-
tor, two weeks before he left to give 
her a rundown of the load he was 
bringing. “Jason, do you happen to 
have a refrigerator?” asked Reasor.

There was an Appalachian family 
in desperate need of one. Luby called 
his friends, and they began to pray, 
asking God for a refrigerator. Reasor 
laughed as she told how one of Luby’s 
team members, Marian Norris, prayed 
right up until 4:20 the night they were 
ready to leave, telling God that they 
weren’t leaving until 5 p.m., and He 
still had time to give them that refrig-
erator.

Luby headed down the road just 
a short drive to pick up his mission 
companions when lo, on the side of 
the road was a refrigerator with a note 
that said “free – it works!” He loaded it 
up, praising God!

Luby has been so overwhelmed 
with the poverty of the Appalachian 
people that he committed himself 
completely to meeting those needs and 
formed “Lighthouse Missions.”

The ministry began almost two 

years ago. Bayside Church members 
had collected blankets to distribute 
to needy people in Appalachia, and 
they needed an inexpensive way to 
get them there. Luby volunteered. He 
had a Volkswagen Golf with a hitch 
so he rented a 5×8 U-Haul trailer and 
headed west.

After dropping 
off the blankets, he 
stopped to relax in a 
field for awhile and 
began to pray. Luby 
had been through a 
tough time. He was 
recently divorced 
and left his job.

It was at that 
pit-stop that Jason 
encountered God, 
and God changed 
Jason.

“I had a vision,” 
Luby said. “The 
Lord showed me 
a large warehouse 
type building, 
trucks in and out, 
delivering supplies 
to area residences 
and mission orga-
nizations. It freaked me out a bit –I’d 
never had a vision before – but the 
direction was clear – serve the fami-
lies that need help and serve the poor, 
start Lighthouse Missions – start serv-
ing this area.”

Though stunned, and continuing 
to question God about the how’s and 
why’s, Luby obeyed. For the first few 
months, he was an independent mis-

sionary with support by the Potomac 
Association. Later, he joined with Bay-
side Church, and the mission became 
“Lighthouse Missions of Bayside Bap-
tist Church.” Lighthouse is supported 
through donations and through the 
continued help of the PBA.

As time went on, he began to have 

more supplies than his car or trailer 
could handle. Another Bayside Church 
member, Rex Rexford, also unem-
ployed and divorced, began riding 
along, and they began using Rexford’s 
pick-up truck.

In February, 2006, God supplied 
the funds for Luby to purchase a 2003 
Ford Super duty three-quarter ton 
with 1-ton rear 4wd Turbo-diesel pick-

up truck – a big powerful truck with 
an eight-foot bed. They’ve now logged 
over 40,000 miles in pick-ups, deliver-
ies and mission trips. The mountain 
drives are made at 70 miles per hour 
on steep grades pulling 10,000 pounds.

The Mission now has three do-
nated storage areas continually being 

filled by various chari-
ties. None of it goes to 
waste. People need just 
what’s given.

“God is orchestrat-
ing the supply and 
demand,” Luby said.

Now the ministry 
is expanding to con-
struction and repair. 
Bayside Church is 
helping, sending mis-
sions teams in partner-
ship with Lighthouse. 
Last year they built 
two handicapped 
ramps and renovated 
a bathroom. They’re 
also reaching out to 
the local community 
in Chesapeake Beach, 
meeting needs as they 
arise.

A big part of the ministry, Luby 
said, is forming relationships with 
people.

“We have numerous occasions 
where we’ll have a fellow who just re-
ceived maybe a couch say ‘what can I 
pay you?’ and we’ll say “Jesus already 
paid the bill. It plants a seed, opens a 
door.”

A funny thing happened on the road to Appalachia

By Mickey Noah

HURRICANE, W. Va. (BP)—It’s 
another early morning for Bill Barker 
in the Appalachian Mountains of 
West Virginia. He leaves home earlier 
than usual in his brown Toyota 
minivan, which suddenly tops a 
mountain crest. He pulls off the 
road to talk to God.

“I look out across the mountains 
as the morning mist and fog begin 
to lift,” he says. “You can still see the 
green valleys below filled with fog. 
It’s such a beautiful sight. I stand 
there and pray, ‘Lord, please send re-
vival and fill these mountains again 
with Your glory even as You fill these 
valleys with the morning mist.’”

Barker is one of the speakers for 
‘A Time to Go,’ an adult missions 
experience at Skycroft Conference 
Center on May 20-24 that is spon-
sored by the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware.

In the words of the old John Den-
ver song “Country Roads,” Barker, 
a North American Mission Board 
missionary, several years ago finally 
let the country roads take him home 
to West Virginia, the place where he 
belonged.

Born in Boone County, W.Va., 
Barker grew up in the state’s rugged 
coal mining country but left in 1969 
with plans to never return. But it was 
a higher calling—God Himself—who 
told Barker seven years ago that he 
should “go home” to West Virginia 
after a 32-year absence.

As a native Appalachian, Barker 
believes he is uniquely qualified for 
his current post—director of Appa-
lachian Regional Ministry. ARM is 
a partnership ministry of the North 
American Mission Board, the Wom-
an’s Missionary Union and 11 state 
conventions.

“Not only am I a native of Ap-
palachia, but over these past 32 years, 
God has been preparing me to come 
back and minister in West Virginia—
first as a bivocational pastor working 
out in the secular market as a mar-

keting rep for the Coca-Cola Bottling 
Co.,in management for a grocery firm 
and later in the insurance business,” 
Barker says. “Through all this, God was 
preparing me for what I’m doing today.”

And what Barker does today is 
drive 50,000 miles a year and spend 
as many as 180 nights away from his 
home and wife Arlene—sleeping in 
private homes, motels or in associa-
tional offices.

As head of Appalachian Re-
gional Ministry based in Hurricane, 
W.Va., Barker directs a Southern 
Baptist organization that responds 
to the physical and spiritual needs 
of the people of Appalachia. ARM’s 
main role is to share Christ with his 
people—the people of Appalachia.

Barker is one of more than 5,300 
missionaries in the United States, 
Canada and their territories support-
ed by the Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering for North American Mis-
sions. He’s one of eight Southern Bap-
tist missionaries highlighted as part 
of the annual Week of Prayer, March 
4-11. The 2007 Annie Armstrong Eas-
ter Offering’s goal is $57 million, 100 
percent of which is used for mission-
aries like Barker.

What does the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering mean to Bill Barker 
and Appalachian Regional Ministry?

“The Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering is one of the most effective 
ways of being able to reach out and 
touch lives,” Barker says. “Because 
Southern Baptists give and because 
they care, I don’t have to spend my 
time out trying to raise money. In-
stead, the Annie Armstrong offering 
gives me a way to devote myself 100 
percent to the ministry.”

ARM covers an area that starts 
north of Atlanta and extends to Penn-
sylvania, covering most of that state 
except metro Philadelphia. It also 
includes Georgia, South Carolina, 
North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, 
Ohio, Maryland, Virginia and all of 
West Virginia.

Appalachia is a very diverse re-
gion of the United States, Barker says.

The north Georgia mountains—
where the Appalachian Mountains 
begin—include people who are 
transplants from Florida, south Geor-
gia and Alabama. But as you move 
into the coal field areas of central 
and northern Appalachia, you come 
across people whose families have 
lived there for generations. They’re 
isolated by the geography, mountain-
ous terrain and profound poverty of 
the area. Only 26 percent of central 
Appalachians have local access to the 
Internet, Barker notes.

While coal mining has died out 
in some Appalachian hamlets, coal is 
still king in many others—including 
eastern Kentucky. There, 18-wheelers 
packed with coal barrel down narrow 
two-lane highways on the way to be 
shipped out on rail cars. Or if a river 
is nearby, barges may be used to haul 
the coal up or downstream. Regard-
less, the coal is destined to run many 
of America’s power plants.

“Our people here are very good 
people,” Barker says. “They’re quiet, 
loving and kind people. Religion 
is still a big part of their lives. It’s 
mountain religion. They love to sing 
and they love to make music. They 
are a very artistic people. They love 
to draw, carve and create with their 
hands.

“They are a hard-working people. 
Appalachian people will give you 
all they’ve got. They may be a little 
distant at first but once they become 
your friend, you have a friend for life. 
Appalachian people are people who 
love the land. It’s part of who they 
are. And they are close-knit within 
families. They respect tradition. 

And Appalachian people have 
great respect for pastors and cler-
gy—once they’re proven themselves 
worthy.”

At the same time, Barker believes 
Appalachian churches—the ones 
still open—can be overly legalistic, 
emphasizing a “saved-by-works” 
religion instead of salvation by God’s 
grace. He says locals tend to believe 
that people are saved by what they 

do or don’t do, by dressing a certain 
way, or by using a certain Bible trans-
lation.

“As Southern Baptists, we have 
a wonderful opportunity to take 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ into the 
mountains of Appalachia and tell 
them God loves them, Christ died 
for them, and they’re saved by grace 
through faith, not by works, lest any 
many should boast,” Barker says, 
paraphrasing the Apostle Paul.

“As a North American Mis-
sion Board missionary, my job is to 
recruit volunteers to come into the 
mountains to do volunteer minis-
try,” Barker says. “I work with the 
people in the mountains to help 
them understand how they can use 
volunteers. And then I work with the 
churches and associations to help 
them understand how they can come 
in and assist the short-term volunteer 
missions.”

Barker recruits volunteers to 
minister on several different levels, 
explaining, “On one hand, we do 
ministry that involves cultivation 
evangelism. Volunteers come in 
and hold backyard Bible clubs, run 
Vacation Bible Schools, distribute the 
‘JESUS’ video, conduct block parties 
and a host of other things. Sometimes 
we work with our resort missionaries 
who are involved in resort ministries. 
Or maybe we work with a church 
planter to help plant new churches. 
We also work with church construc-
tion or renovation. But our ultimate 
goal is to reach people with the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ.

Barker says he’s just a preacher 
who “loves to get out and knock on 
doors and visit with people—maybe 
drink a cup of coffee at the kitchen 
table with them. And often when I’m 
out working with a pastor, I’ll just go 
out and go cold door-knocking with 
him in the community.

“I’ve never had a door slammed 
in my face. I’ve never had anyone to 
say, ‘You can’t come into my home.’ 
Everybody respects religion in the 
mountains.”

Son of Appalachia returns to help lead “my people to Christ”

Lighthouse Missions leader Jason Luby, center, loads up a refridgerator for 
an Appalachian family he discovered desperately needed one.



Prince George’s Association

Kettering Church, Upper Marl-
boro, will sponsor a 300-person youth 
retreat at Skycroft Conference Center 
on June 22-24. The theme is “Moving 
Past Salvation.”

First Church, Suitland, has 
adopted the village of Zabbar, in the 
country of Malta.

The church will have a “friends 
and family fellowship” on June 17 
with lunch after the morning service.

First Church, Mt. Rainier, has 
Spanish classes on Mondays. For more 
information call (301) 927-5565.

Prince George’s Association’s 
senior adult bus trip will be to the Mil-
lennium Theater. The group will travel 
to Lancaster to see the biblically-based 
presentation then they’ll enjoy lunch 
together at a nearby restaurant.

Susquehanna Association

Calvary Church, Bel Air, member 
Ruby Rose turned 100 years old on 
Jan. 7. Rose’s family honored her with 
a church-wide celebration program 
and dinner on April 14.

Towne Church, Joppa, had its 
Capture the Vision Capital campaign 
banquet on March 18. Over 83 percent 
of the church participated, and they had 
a children’s party during the dinner.

Danny Moore, pastor of Towne 
Church wrote in an email to 
BaptistLIFE, “I would like to thank 
our Embrace Baltimore partner 
Northeast Church pastor, Bill Higgins, 
for running our children’s banquet 
so that our people could come to the 
banquet.”

Western Association

First Church, Cumberland, will 
host a prayer/evangelism conference 
on May 7. It will be repeated at Deep 
Creek Church, Oakland, on May 8. 
Both begin with soup and sandwich 
dinners at 6 p.m., followed by two 45-
minute conferences. The guest speaker 
will be evangelist Jon Randles from 
Lubbock, Texas. Randles is a frequent 
guest speaker for the Texas Tech sports 
teams. Topics will include keeping 
your own fire kindled, when the rest 
won’t help out, and new ideas for 
witnessing.

The ladies from Grace Church, 
Cumberland, recently took lunch to 
students at the Frostburg Student Min-
istry on April 25.

Second Church, Cumberland, 
hosted the Western Association’s 
spring WMU meeting on May 10. The 
Western Association is celebrating 
the 60th anniversary of its WBA youth 
camp. The camp this year is July 8-13 
at Camp Frame in Hedgeville, W.V.

Maryland Point pastor 
John Bradburn dies

John Brad-
burn, Sr., 72, pas-
tor of Maryland 
Point Baptist 
Mission, Nan-
jemoy, died on 
April 2. 

Bradburn is 
survived by his 
wife, Marjorie 
Lois and seven 
of the couple’s eight children – John 
Bradburn, Jr. and his wife, Sharon; 
Karen Williams and her husband 
James; Marjorie (Margie) Cobb and 
her husband, Phil; Judy Queen and 
her husband Frances; Cheryl Brad-
burn; Daryl Bradburn and his wife 
Nikki and Alice Bradburn. 

He is also survived by 20 grand-
children and one great grandchild 
and one on the way. 

He was preceded in death by his 
son, Kenneth Steven Bradburn. 

Prior to serving at Maryland 
Point, Bradburn served as pastor of 
First Church, Welcome for 11 years 
and before that as an evangelist at 
Nanjemoy.
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By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

PORTLAND, Ore.—“Warning: 
The unauthorized reproduction or 
distribution of this copyrighted work 
is illegal. Criminal copyright infringe-
ment, including infringement without 
monetary gain, is investigated by 
the FBI and is punishable by up to 5 
years in federal prison and a fine of 
$250,000.”

That’s five years in a federal pris-
on and a $250,000 fine … for illegally 
copying music without permission or 
for showing videos and movies with-
out authorization.

That’s a hefty price for a well-in-
tentioned church to pay.

It’s very easy to pass over this FBI 
Anti-Piracy Warning posted at the 
beginning of DVDs and on musical 
works. But the question remains. Do 
churches take heed to it?

Federal Copyright Law prohibits 
the unauthorized copying of “origi-
nal works of authorship” (including 
literary, dramatic, musical, artistic 
and certain other intellectual works). 
Ethically, owners of copyrighted ma-
terial are entitled to the fruits of their 
labors, hence copyright protection for 
original works is fair and right.

Churches often face copyright 
infringement issues in two vital areas: 
copying music without permission, 
and showing videos/movies without 
authorization.

“But there is a way for churches to 
take advantage of these musical and 
video offerings,” said Paul Herman, 
marketing manager for Christian 
Copyright Licensing, International 
(CCLI) and Christian Video Licensing 
International (CVLI).

CCLI and CVLI provide practical 
licensing solutions in both areas. In 
short, what the organization offers is 
“blanket coverage,” shares Herman.

For an annual license fee, a 
church receives legal authorization 
to copy from over 150,000 songs for 
congregational use. 

A separate annual video license 
option covers over 100 movie produc-
ers, including big-name studios. Both 

fees are based are church size.
“It’s the right thing to do. It is 

more cost effective than going one 
by one to seek permission from each 
producer,” he affirms.

Herman notes that many church-
es believe that their non-profit status 
gives them permission to use copy-
righted work.

“The 
law is still 
the law no 
matter who 
the group is,” 
he clarifies. 
“The creative 
work is still 
owned by 
those who 
developed 
the work.”

But 
rather than 
being seen as 
a company 
that “puts 
the hammer 
down” on 
offending 
churches, 
CCLI and 
CVLI pro-
vide services 
as a friend to 
the church, 
Herman 
stresses.

“Our aim 
has always 
been to pro-
vide services 
to facilitate 
worship, 
benefiting 
the churches, 
while at the 
same time 
also ben-
efiting the 
copyright 
owners.”

Herman points to the origin of 
the Church Copyright License service, 
which was birthed in the music de-
partment of Bible Temple in Portland, 
Ore. In 1984, the church’s pastor first 

became aware of the Copyright Law 
and a pending $3.1 million lawsuit 
against the Archdiocese in Chicago. 
He asked his music minister, Howard 
Rachinski, to see what could be done 
about the copyright crisis. In Janu-
ary 1985, Howard began to develop a 
“permission of use” concept, whereby 

churches 
could obtain 
blanket per-
mission for 
specific copy-
ing activities, 
which he 
labeled “non-
commercial.” 
It was called 
Starpraise 
Ministries 
and was to 
be CCLI’s 
predecessor.

By the 
end of the 
first year, 
250 churches 
had become 
license 
holders. By 
the end of 
the second 
year, 1,150 
churches 
had become 
members. It 
became obvi-
ous that the 
need for a 
church copy-
right license 
affected 
more than 
just a few 
churches and 
publishers.

Now, 
CCLI pro-
vides a blan-
ket license 

for more than 170,000 churches, grant-
ing them permission to use songs 
in their program for five specific 
activities including, printing songs 
in bulletins, liturgies, programs and 
songsheets; printing songs in bound 

or unbound songbooks compiled by 
the church; making overhead trans-
parencies, slides, or to utilize elec-
tronic storage and retrieval methods 
for visual projection of songs; printing 
customized vocal and/or instrumen-
tal arrangements of the songs, where 
no published version is available; and 
recording songs in church worship 
services by either audio or audiovi-
sual means.

For an additional fee, churches 
can take advantage of four differ-
ent SongSelect subscription options, 
which offer worship leaders the abil-
ity to print and download lyrics from 
over 90,000 songs in the CCLI data-
base, listen to thousands of 30-second 
sound samples, print and download 
lead sheets, hymn sheets and chord 
sheets, or use the SongSelect’s web 
player to transpose songs as needed.

Also, CCLI has joined with Mo-
tion Picture Licensing Corporation 
(MPLC) to form CVLI, providing the 
Church Video License for churches 
and other ministry organizations who 
show videos and DVDs in a public 
setting. Two packages are offered: 
the Family Values Producer Pack-
age, which covers videos and movies 
focused on religious and family-based 
themes, and the Total Producer Pack-
age, which also covers many big-name 
studios like Universal Pictures, War-
ner Brothers, Walt Disney Pictures, 
Touchstone, Paramount, DreamWorks, 
and Fox.

To further assist churches in 
choosing appropriate video illustra-
tions, CVLI offers ScreenVue, which 
provides access to online downloads 
of major movie scenes and other 
movie scenes from Christian and 
independent producers, as well as 
online access to hundreds of scene 
ideas, categorized by theme, for major 
movies that churches purchase or 
rent. Another ScreenVue package also 
offers movie scenes from Christian 
and independent producers, sent ev-
ery 90 days on DVD/CD-ROM.

For more information on all these 
offerings as well as license fees and 
guidelines, visit online at www.ccli.
com and www.cvli.org.

For churches, copyright coverage is “the right thing to do”
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Continued from page 3
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Webster’s dictionary defines 
Horizon as:  1. The line where the sky 
seems to meet the earth. Think about 
that definition: a place where the 
earth and sky seem to join together. It 
is about people joining with God. 

“Remember the Rock” helps 
leaders, members, and pastors grow 
in grace and knowledge. The BCM/D 
church development team has worked 
diligently to build on last year’s 
experience. David Lee will bring the 
message at Friday night’s worship 
service. Mitch Dowell will bring 
the message on Saturday afternoon. 
The Creative Worship Team from 
Northstar Community Church will 
be showing a sample of what can be 
done in worship. They will also be 
leading a creative worship track. We 
will be stretched and challenged to 
“Remember the Rock”!

For the latest information please 
go online at: www.yourbcmd.org/ho-
rizons or call Donna Shiflett at (800) 
466-5290 ext. 226.
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band, who led worship for the week-
end. Stuart Hall, the speaker for the 
evening and the next morning, spoke 
to teenagers who either did 
not know the Lord or had 
accepted Christ but their pas-
sion had just “faded away.”

“Only you can give 
God your affection,” Hall 
told them. Throughout the 
evening he addressed funda-
mental questions like “What 
is Jesus to me?” and “Why 
did he die for me?” A concert 
followed Hall featuring The 
Turning and By the Tree, two 
very popular Christian rock 
bands.

On day two, the crowd 
was still pumped up from 
the previous night and the DJ 
and MC fed that excitement 
with contests, throwing out 
free T-shirts to the crowd. 
The Jason Lovins band again 
started with prayer and wor-
ship, and Stuart Hall spoke 
again.

Hall talked about the 
glory that God has given to 
each and every person. He 
brought a mirror out onstage 
with him and talked about 
how we were made to reflect 
God and His glory and splen-
dor. Then he picked up a baseball and, 
to the shocked gasps of the crowd, he 
smashed the mirror. He said that each 
of us are shattered and broken be-
cause we choose to reflect that glory 
onto things other than Christ, and 
then we get hurt.

“You and I are born into a shat-
tered world,” Hall told the congrega-
tion, picking up a shard of glass to 
show to them. 

“Because Christ was shattered for 
us…we became righteous.”

He gave an invitation for everyone 
who wanted to “be blown away by 
the beauty of God again.” Youths and 
adults all over the conference room 
stood, and then they began to pray for 
each other out loud.

This was followed by a challenge 
from BCM/D Student Evangelism 
Missionary, Maina Mwaura, for teens 
to go out and reach their communities 
for Christ.

The seminars were next on the 
agenda. The teenagers could choose 
between five different seminars that 
gave advice on how to share their 
faith with those around them and stay 
strong through school and beyond.

Later they returned for more 
worship and listened to a message by 
national conference speaker, Wade 
Morris. 

Morris spoke about holiness, and 
what it means to be set apart for God. 
He also said that most teenagers are 
completely apathetic because they are 
so pampered and don’t need to make 
any sacrifices for God; it’s more like 
just a religion.

“Holiness is not what you do,” he 
explained,” but who you are. Once 

you make a choice to follow Him, it 
will change your life forever. But you 
have to make that choice.”

He wrapped up with an alter 
call, and over 70 came forward. Wade 

prayed for them and so did the youth 
leaders and friends from their groups. 
Fifty-four of those who went forward 
accepted Christ. Everyone was hug-
ging and crying, and the Jason Lovins 
band came up to lead worship again.

The students then entered into 
“experiential worship,” a time where 
the youth could walk to different 
stations in the room and participate 
in different God honoring activities. 
They could go to a table to take com-
munion, work with clay to represent 
the way God forms us, circle places 
on a map where they had been, paint 
part of a picture, or put pieces of a 
puzzle together to form a picture of 
Jesus and the cross.

After the experiential worship, the 
churches did “small groups” in their 
hotel rooms and discussed what they 
had learned.

The final day started with a video 
showing the teenagers and groups 

over the course of the weekend, and 
it was met with enthusiastic cheering. 
They also showed a video skit dem-
onstrating the theme “No Parking” to 
encourage sharing the Good News.

The Kettering 
Church choir sang 
and had the audience 
on their feet, swaying 
and clapping to the 
music. Then the third 
and final speaker 
came to the stage, 
Bucas Sterling, pastor 
of Kettering Church, 
dressed in very or-
nate “Ecclesiastical” 
robes.

“Welcome to the 
Divine Ecclesia,” he 
started.

Sterling spoke 
about the traditional 
church and the strict 
rules that accompa-
nied them. He shared 
how it was supposed 
to be so institutional-
ized, and he added a 
headdress to com-
plete the traditional 
robes.

“Generation X 
is not just extreme,” 
he assured them, 
but extraordinary! 
“Exceptional. The 

institutionalized church is not ready 
for your generation.”

He encouraged them to change 
the church and to be different. Then, 
Sterling proceeded to rip off the 
traditional robes and headdress to 
reveal his casual jeans and shirt. The 
audience cheered as first he added a 
“bling” silver chain necklace and then 
a Jamaican hat, complete with dread-
locks. He then shared the story of 
what God had done in his life.

“God took me, mon!” he told them.
At the end of Sterling’s message 

an offering was collected for missions. 
The teens and leaders gave $1979.78.

Mwaura ended the conference 
by challenging students to take the 
Gospel to their everyday world.

“If you don’t go home talking 
about how you can reach people for 
Jesus, then this has all been a show,” 
he told them seriously.

Youth Evangelism Conference – reaching an “Extraordinary 
Generation”
Continued from page 1

Rapper Devin Turner pumped up excitement for God in the teens at the Youth Evangelism Conference in 
Ocean City, Md., on March 9.

Photo by Sherri Powers
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By Art Toalston

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)—Bobby 
Welch has been named to the position 
of Strategist for Global Evangelical 
Relations with the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s Executive Committee.

Welch is the SBC’s immediate 
past president and former pastor of 
First Church in Day-
tona Beach, Fla., where 
he served 32 years.

Morris H. Chap-
man, president of the 
Executive Committee, 
said Welch will be 
“Southern Baptists’ 
ambassador to those 
leaders in other coun-
tries who are interest-
ed in building relation-
ships as likeminded 
brothers and sisters in 
the Lord.”

Welch began his 
duties March 15 and 
will continue to live in 
Daytona Beach.

Chapman noted 
that the new position 
of Strategist for Global 
Evangelical Relations 
is part of the Executive 
Committee’s imple-
mentation of a vote by messengers 
at the SBC’s 2004 annual meeting in 
Indianapolis to withdraw from the 
Baptist World Alliance and to build 
relationships with evangelistically 
oriented Baptists and likeminded 
evangelicals across the globe. Fund-
ing formerly designated for the BWA 
was reassigned for the new interna-
tional initiative and remains within 
the SBC operating budget.

The SBC initiative began with 
a July 2005 gathering in Warsaw, 
Poland, in which a contingent of nine 
SBC leaders met with a dozen Baptist 
representatives from Poland, Ger-
many, Romania, Hungary, Bulgaria 
and Moldova to explore ways to 
partner more effectively in evange-
lism, church planting and theological 
education.

In June 2006, 250 Baptists from 
11 countries attended a conference 
in Oradea, Romania, delving into 
such themes as missions, evangelism, 
church planting and preaching. Paul 
Negrut, president of the Romanian 
Baptist Union, envisioned such con-
ferences being held in other locations 
worldwide for Bible-believing Chris-
tians “whose hearts are knit together 
in compassion for an unregenerate 
world.”

And several Southern Baptist 
leaders have had an exchange of vis-
its during the past six months with 
leaders of Russian-German Baptist 
and Mennonite groups in Germany 
interested in creating a cooperative 
approach to missions and pastoral 
training.

Chapman said Welch will have 
three key emphases in his travels 
overseas and across the Southern 
Baptist Convention:

—First, Welch will help build an 
overseas network of relationships and 
develop partnering opportunities 
such as evangelism and discipleship 
conferences.

—Second, in Welch’s stateside 
speaking engagements in churches, 
Baptist associations and state conven-
tions, he will continue to champion 
the urgent need for Baptists to be 
active in witnessing in their family, 
work and neighborhood settings. 
Welch is accepting invitations to 
speak, call 386-253-5691, ext. 401.

—Third, and importantly, Chap-
man noted, will be biblical steward-

ship and the Cooperative Program 
channel of Southern Baptist support 
for national and international mis-
sions and ministries. Welch led First 
Baptist in Daytona Beach to be among 
the SBC’s leading churches in CP sup-
port during his years as pastor.

“Bobby has a passion for the lost 
and he combines this with a gifted 

ability to connect with others across 
generations and cultures, both ideal 
traits for reaching out to likeminded 
evangelicals around the world,” 
Chapman said.

Messengers at the 2004 conven-
tion approved a BWA Study Commit-
tee recommendation that the BWA 
funding be redirected “to develop 
and execute a new and innovative 
strategy for continuing to build 
strong relationships with conserva-
tive evangelical Christians around 
the world as together we witness to 
the saving power of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”

Withdrawal from the Baptist 
World Alliance was recommend by 
the BWA Study Committee because, 
at least for the SBC, the BWA “no 
longer efficiently communicates to 
the unsaved a crystal clear gospel 
message that our Lord Jesus Christ is 
solely sufficient for salvation.”

The committee had noted that the 
recommendation “is not intended to 
cast aspersion upon the many godly 
and enthusiastically evangelical Bap-
tist fellowships that are members of 
the BWA. We fully intend to continue 
to partner with our oldest and best 
friends worldwide and to develop 
new and vibrant friendships and 
joint endeavors to reach the world for 
Christ.”

Welch, as SBC president, led a 
two-year ”’Everyone Can!’ Kingdom 
Challenge” calling Southern Baptists 
to witness to, win and baptize 1 mil-
lion people in a year. He traveled to 
48 states by bus and flew to Alaska 

and Hawaii to promote the evange-
listic initiative. Initial results of the 
effort will be evident when statistics 
from Southern Baptists’ Annual 
Church Profile are released in April.

Welch also traveled as SBC presi-
dent to six countries in four of the 
International Mission Board’s regions 
in December 2005—Central Asia, 

Northern Africa and 
the Middle East, 
South Asia and the 
Pacific Rim.

First Baptist 
Daytona Beach regu-
larly met its goal of 
sending one mission 
team overseas each 
month, said Welch, 
who long ago lost 
count of the number 
of countries he has 
visited in various 
missions trips.

As First Baptist’s 
pastor, Welch also 
was the co-creator of 
the FAITH Sun-
day School-based 
evangelism strategy, 
which came into 
wide use in Baptist 
churches across the 
country.

In his new role, Welch added, 
“My desire is, as when I was presi-
dent of the SBC, to be the best friend 
to and the greatest helper of the IMB, 
NAMB and others who are trying to 
reach people and to carry out Great 
Commission evangelism and dis-
cipleship.

“This is not going to be any sort 
of infringement on IMB or NAMB 
and their responsibilities overseas or 
in North America,” he continued. “It 
will be, I am praying, a very wonder-
ful, strong relationship.”

Particularly from an overseas 
standpoint, Welch said he has 
discussed his new role with IMB 
President Jerry Rankin and other top 
leaders at the mission board and will 
be traveling to the board’s offices in 
Richmond, Va., to “meet with their 
leadership worldwide” before em-
barking on his overseas travels.

“This is in no way any effort 
to be an alternative to the BWA or 
to start another BWA,” Welch also 
said. “I have no programs, supplies, 
products, etc. My duty is to connect 
persons here and around the world 
to each other in the hope that they 
will move forward together for the 
Great Commission. My prayer, goal 
and intent is for the IMB, NAMB and 
the SBC to be blessed and accelerated 
by such a synergy of relationships. 
To that end, I am to strive to be what 
was termed as an ‘ambassador’ of 
good will and evangelism for our 
great convention.”

Bobby Welch to expand SBC relationships 
across the globe BCM/D

April and 
May Events

 
BMRC is the 

Baptist Mission Resource 
Center (formerly the Baptist 

Center)

MAY

Health Kits are collected 
from our churches and 
used in a variety of 
ministries including 
migrant workers, prison 
inmates, homeless and 
seamen. (ext. 231)

3 National Day 
of Prayer activities at 
various sites (www.
ndaptf.org)

13 Happy Mother’s 
Day

19 Super Saturday at 
Camp Wo-Me-To (ext. 
231)

20-24 Time To Go 
A missions discovery 
experience for adults at 
Skycroft (ext. 226)

JUNE

1-3  Disaster Relief 
Leadership Conference 
at Skycroft (ext. 226)

2    “Sharing in the Joy 
of Women’s Ministry” 
at Friendship Church 
in Sykesville for all 
churches’ women’s 
ministry leaders/teams 
(ext. 261)

10-11  National WMU 
Meeting in San Antonio, 
Texas (ext. 231)

12-13  SBC Convention 
in San Antonio, Texas

17 Happy Father’s Day

17-22  Centrifuge Week 
I at Skycroft (800-536-
6759)

24-29  Centrifuge Week 
II at Skycroft (800-536-
6759) 

For detailed information, 
go to www.yourbcmd.org/

calendar or call 1-800-466-5290 
and dial the extension listed.

2 Columns x 3 inches 

Edward Beltran (left), pastor of the three-week-old Genesis Bible Church 
in San Antonio, prayed with Bobby Welch, Strategist for Global Evangeli-
cal Relations for the SBC, that God would help the church reach its sur-
rounding Hispanic community.  Photo by Norm Miller
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By Tim Durkin
BaptistFamily & Children’s Services

At Baptist Family, we always 
hate to see a child leave our 
care. The child’s caseworker 

often mopes for days on end, telling 
everyone who will listen about the 
progress that little Johnny made in 
school, how tall Gina got in the few 
years she was in our program.
Despite the sense of personal loss that 
we might feel when a child leaves 
CHOSEN, there is also always a sense 
that the young person is progressing, 
that he or she is ready to take on the 
world. 

Kids leave CHOSEN in a variety 
of ways. Some are reunited with their 
original family, after their parents 
have gone through thorough parent-
ing training and counseling and a 
court has approved the reunion. Some 
kids age out of the program, graduat-
ing high school and moving on to a 
bright future on their own.

One of the most satisfying ways 

kids leave us is through adoption. 
Adoptions are a sign that we have 
done our job on every level. We found 
the right parent for the child. We gave 
that parent the right 
training and sup-
port. We helped the 
child adjust comfort-
ably to their new 
home and new life. 
But our part is just 
setting the stage for 
the foster parent-
foster child relation-
ship, giving them 
the chance to hit it 
off. The rest is up to 
them.

Happily, at the 
end of March, we 
had the opportunity 
to celebrate our lat-
est adoption, as Ms. 
Jennifer Smith adopted her CHOSEN 
child, Kevin Gladden.

Jennifer began work with CHO-
SEN with an eye toward adoption. 

In fact, many of our foster parents 
begin the same way. Adopting after 
foster care does have some benefits. 
The parents and the foster child have 

a long time to build 
family bonds. They 
live together in day-
to-day, real-life situa-
tions. And they have 
the constant support of 
CHOSEN staff help-
ing them relate to each 
other and celebrate 
successes.

Kevin was placed 
with Jennifer in April 
of 2005, when he was 
just nine years old. A 
few months afterward, 
Jennifer began think-
ing that she had found 
the child she wanted to 
adopt. It took Kevin a 

few months longer, but by early 2006, 
he began realizing that Jennifer was 
his ideal adoptive mother “because 
she was nice and cared for me.”

Now that the adoption is official, 
Kevin has a number of new relation-
ships to build and enjoy. Jennifer is 
busy planning a trip so that Kevin can 
meet all of his new family. He is not 
only a new son, “he is now a grandson 
and a nephew,” said Jennifer. “Kevin 
has met some of my family and will 
soon meet them all. We’re going to 
take a trip and meet all of the family 
in Michigan and Indiana.”

Jennifer credited CHOSEN with 
helping her improve her parenting 
skills. She would recommend foster 
care to other potential adoptive par-
ents “if only for the training you get. 
Usually, no one really trains you to be 
a parent. The skills you learn can be a 
big help.”

Kevin has an older brother, now 
in 8th grade, who is also looking for 
an adoptive family. If you want to 
make a huge difference in the life of 
a great kid in need of a loving home, 
call Tanesha Ellis, CHOSEN’s Parent 
Recruiter, at (800) 621-8834, ext. 142.

A CHOSEN child finds a new home

By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

COLUMBIA, MD—Your church 
has an exciting event planned for the 
end of the summer. You’ve planned 
the event, secured the speakers, even 
talked about the table decorations. 
Now all that is left is to make sure 
people come to your event. How do 
you that? Through carefully planned 
promotion.

Start with prayer. How does God 
want you to promote this event? Next, 
take the time to look at all the promo-
tional options available to you, such 
as church bulletins, newsletters, email 
newsletters, website, flyers, postcards, 
posters, ads and announcements dur-
ing services. Based on your church’s 
specific communication policies, gen-
erate a budget and a schedule for how 
you will use each of the mediums.

Keep in mind that good promo-
tion answers the following questions: 
Who are the featured participants? 
Who can come? What kind of event is 
taking place? When or what date and 
time does the activity begin? Where 
and at what address will it occur? 
Why are you having the event or what 
is its purpose? What is the agenda? 
How much will it cost?

In scheduling advertising, note 
that there are generally four stages 
of promotion, ranging from creating 
simple awareness to soliciting action 
from your attendees. In other words, 

there are four simple steps to GRAB 
(Get them ready, Reach out, Add 
benefits, and Bring them in) their at-
tention.

Get them ready! 
In the first stage, when you build 

AWARENESS, you start introducing 
simple words or graphics that grab the 
attention of your target audience.

Ever seen a billboard that left you 
hanging with just three words, “Here 
it comes!”? What is “it”? Where is 
“it” coming from? Why should I care 
about “it”?

At this promotional point, you 
are inviting participants to a period 
of wonder. What is getting ready to 
happen? Ideally, this will occur about 
three months before your event.

Then, as you capture your au-
dience’s imagination, start adding 
general publicity details without all 
the specifics. For instance, start plac-
ing bulletin announcements about an 
upcoming women’s retreat using your 
key words and graphics. Start includ-
ing dates and cost information so that 
people can put it on their calendars 
and in their budgets.

Reach out! 
The next stage is INTEREST. At 

about two months before your event, 
start building interest by reaching out 
and giving the more specific details 
about what exciting things you have 
planned. At this stage, you can start 

including information about speakers, 
activities, general topics, and registra-
tion deadlines.

At this point, it’s a good time to 
further develop the look that you 
will use consistently throughout your 
event.

Add benefits! 
Generally speaking, one month 

before the event, you’ll want to move 
into the next stage of promotions: 
DESIRE. This is when you will add 
information about the benefits of the 
event. You’ll start answering the ques-
tion, “What is in it for me?”

Perhaps you have held this event 
before. Solicit testimonies from key 
attendees who can bring a reliable, 
personal demonstration of how much 
the event meant to his or her life.

Also, now is the time to make 
your event stand out in the minds of 
your potential attendees. Draw on 
people’s senses to help make your 
promotion more memorable.

For instance, are you promoting 
a movie night? Print your invitations 
on labels and affix them to bags of mi-
crowave popcorn. (Even better, have 
popcorn popping in the background 
so that everyone smells it.)

Promoting a relaxing women’s re-
treat? Affix labels on bars of aromatic 
soap or votive candles.

Bring them in! 
Finally, at two weeks to one 

month before the event, you want 
your attendees to take ACTION. It’s 
time to sign up now! It’s time to pay 
your final deposits. It’s time to solicit 
your prayer partners.

Whatever it is, encourage your 
participants to take that final step to 
secure their place at this vital event. 
Make sure that your action steps are 
clearly understood and that you’ve se-
cured enough representatives to help 
make that process go smoothly.

After gaining buy-in from partici-
pants, take time to pray for them by 
name. Allow the Holy Spirit to move 
through you to touch each and every 
individual in a profound way. If time 
permits, call people before the event 
to let them know that they have been 
prayed for and that you are excited 
about what God is going to do.

During the event, try to sense 
where God is working and attempt to 
get testimonials that you can use for 
future promotions. Ask participants 
what drew them to the event so that 
you’ll know what worked well – and 
what didn’t.

Like anything else, the more your 
event matches your church’s mission 
statement, the more it will become 
a part of your church’s culture. And 
the more you can get people involved 
in the church’s culture, the more you 
grab their hearts for the Lord.

And isn’t that what it’s all about 
anyway?

Simple steps to GRAB people for your church events

By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

COLUMBIA, MD—Planning 
publicity for church events can be a 
daunting task, but with God’s help, 
all things are possible. Keep in mind 
the following overarching principles 
when planning publicity for Christian 
events:

1). Realize that God is always at 
work around us.

Spend time in prayer to sense all 
of His purposes for your event, not 
just your intended purposes. Every 
event should seek to give God glory 
and honor.

“Sing to the LORD; bless his 
name. Each day proclaim the good 
news that he saves. Publish his glori-
ous deeds among the nations. Tell 
everyone about the amazing things 
he does” (Psalm 96:2-3, NLT).

2). Prayer will provide focus.
Prayer and carefully planned 

promotion will eliminate misunder-
standing and misinterpretations of 
your intended messages. Specifically 
pray for your message and for God’s 
authority to shine through you. Pray 
that your audience will listen to your 
message and will act upon it.

When Jesus spoke, people lis-
tened.

“They were amazed at his teach-
ing, for he taught as one who had real 
authority—quite unlike the teachers 
of religious law” (Mark 1:22, NLT).

3). Understand what you are 
promoting.

In addition to promoting your 
particular event, remember that you 
will be promoting your church and 
your ministry, not just the one event. 
The way you represent your ministry 
will affect the way your audiences 

perceive your church (and the people 
who attend your church) to be.

Billy Graham once said, “Some-
times I think I pray as much about 
press conferences as I do about my 
sermons. It’s so easy to say a sentence 
that someone can misunderstand. It is 
so easy to be misinterpreted.”

Notwithstanding, a polished, well 
thought out program can be an effec-
tive entryway into your local church. 
Conversely, a sloppily designed 
brochure or unattractive flyer can 
negatively affect perceptions about 
your church.

4). Consistency increases recog-
nition.

Attempting to create consistency 
in your promotions will have greater 
impact in terms of recognition from 
those you seek to reach with your 
message. Strategic planning will allow 
you to create a brand identity, which 

is essentially what others perceive 
your image and personality to be. A 
consistent church voice, typeface, look 
and feel, graphic style and structure 
will convey your mission and effec-
tively create an identity that will en-
courage future participation in other 
events you produce.

5). You can be creative!
Since we are created in God’s im-

age and He is a creative God, we are 
also creative people. Think outside the 
box!

“For we are God’s masterpiece. 
He has created us anew in Christ 
Jesus, so that we can do the good 
things he planned for us long ago” 
(Ephesians 2:10, NLT).

Let God show you unique ways 
to get your promotion accomplished. 
If you let Him, He’ll inspire you to 
develop materials that will stand out 
among the millions of messages that 

Prayer is a key part of publicity planning



ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
— Colesville Baptist Church is seeking 
an Administrative Assistant for part-time 
work, 20 hours per week. Please call (301) 
384-9153. 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR — Greenridge 
Baptist Church is seeking applicants for a 
full time Associate Pastor responsible for 
outreach and discipleship.  Applicants for 
this exciting and challenging opportunity 
must have both undergraduate and gradu-
ate degrees.  Information about the posi-
tion profile and the church are available 
on line at www.greenridgebaptist.org.  
Click on “Employment” link. Resumes 
may be sent to: resume@greenridgebap-
tist.org or GBC Church Office, P.O. Box 
419, Clarksburg, Maryland 20871.  Please 
inquire at (301) 972-0271.

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC — (Part time 
position) Colesville Baptist Church in Sil-
ver Spring, Md., is looking for a spiritu-
ally mature believer to lead the church’s 
music ministries. Qualities looked for 
include: ability and aptitude to plan and 
lead worship for a diverse congregation 
with a blended worship style; ability 
and aptitude to develop the potential of 
the individuals who comprise the music 
ministries at the church. Please inquire at 
(301) 384 9153.

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC (PART-TIME)— 
Long Green Baptist is a fellowship of 
believers committed to glorifying God 
by intentionally and creatively making 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the joy of all 
peoples. We are currently seeking a dy-
namic director of music to lead our music 
ministry, which includes Sunday morning 
worship and special seasonal presenta-
tions. We currently enjoy a blended style 
of worship including traditional hymns 
and contemporary praise. The successful 

candidate will possess musical skills and 
abilities that include vocal leadership and 
instrumental proficiency. Please submit 
resume and/or inquiries to David Opdahl 
at dwopdahl@comcast.net.

FULL TIME PASTOR — The First Baptist 
Church of Kent Island (Stevensville, Md.) 
is searching for a Spirit-Led Shepherd to 
fill the office of Full Time Pastor. We seek 
a leader possessing a strong personal faith 
who preaches from The Word to mutually 
support and enhance the spiritual health 
of our church body. A recent church 
survey revealed the preference for a Pas-
tor who has five or more years of Pastoral 
experience after attending Seminary. Our 
next leader will possess a strong belief in 
prayer and missions, good communica-
tion skills and be willing to reside locally 
to assist in attending the spiritual needs 
of our community. We invite all inter-
ested applicants to submit a resume with 
references to: First Baptist Church of Kent 
Island, 300 State Street, Stevensville, MD 
21666, Attention: Ron Baker, Chairman 
Pastor Search Committee.

MINISTER OF CHILDREN — Lake 
Ridge Baptist Church seeks a part-time 
Minister of Children. Appropriate educa-
tion and experience is required. Position 
will be responsible for children’s min-
istries ranging from birth through 5th 
grade. Job description and qualifications 
criteria can be found at: www.lakeridge-
baptist.com/personnel.htm. Send resumes 
to Lake Ridge Baptist Church by May 12th 
via either regular mail to:  Chairman of 
Personnel Committee, Lake Ridge Baptist 
Church, 12450 Clipper Drive, Woodbridge, 
VA 22192; or via email to: children@lak-
eridgebaptist.com.

PART-TIME ACCOMPANIST—Olney 
Baptist Church is seeking applicants for 
a part-time accompanist. Responsibili-
ties include rehearsing with the choir 
on Wednesday evenings and special 
rehearsals for holidays or special events; 
and accompanying the choir during Sun-
day morning worship service. Interested 
applicants may contact Pastor Gayle Clif-
ton (301) 774-5433 or Sandy Cordes/OBC 
Personnel Cmtte (301) 774-5565 evenings.

PART-TIME MUSIC DIRECTOR—Ol-
ney Baptist Church is seeking applicants 
for a part-time music director. This posi-
tion is responsible for planning and lead-
ing music for Sunday worship services 
and other scheduled events; directing the 
adult choir and serving as a member of 
the music committee. Interested appli-
cants may contact Pastor Gayle Clifton 
(301) 774-5433 or Sandy Cordes/OBC Per-
sonnel Cmtte (301) 774-5565 evenings.

FREE CHOIR ROBES — We have a 
number of free choir robes to anyone in-
terested. There are (16) green with cream 
trim, (17) burgundy with white trim and 
(29) cream with burgundy trim. Contact 
Grace Baptist Church of Sunset Beach 
(410) 255-5616.

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX YOUR AD 
Deadlines are the second Friday of 
each month for the following month’s 
issue. Classified advertising is 75 
cents per word ($1�.00 minimum) for 
BCM/D churches and church members; 
�5 cents per word ($20.00 minimum) 
for non-profit organizations; and 95 
cents per word ($25.00 minimum) 
for commercial organizations. Word 
count does not include words with two 
letters or less. Contact us for display ad 
pricing. 

Acceptance of advertising does 
not constitute an endorsement of any 
advertiser’s products or services.
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TOTAL CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC.
“From Concept to Completion”

4	 Specialists in church construction and renovation.

4	 Experienced in all types of design-build systems construction 
which will save you time and money.

4	 Experts in elevator additions and ADA compliance.

4	 Assistance in every project phase – budgeting, design, 
fundraising, permitting and construction.

4	 Licensed, insured and bondable for all our work.

4	 20 plus years of construction & renovation work in all types of religious, 
educational, commercial, & community use facilities.

	

Local Congregations Served

 Bethany UM – Ellicott City Mount Airy Baptist – Mount Airy
 Calvary UM – Mount Airy Mount Lebanon Baptist - Baltimore
 Chestnut Ridge Baptist – Timonium Odenton Baptist 
 Forge Road Bible – Perry Hall Saint Paul’s Lutheran – Kingsville
 Gospel Tabernacle Baptist – Baltimore Westminster Baptist
 Greenridge Baptist – Clarksburg Westminster Church of God
 Lutheran Church Redeemer-Damascus White Marsh Baptist

10291 Baltimore National Pike   Ellicott City, MD  21042
Telephone 410-461-7200   www.tcsbuilds.com

RANCH MENTOR — There’s Room in the 
Inn Boys Ranch has an immediate opening 
for people who sense God’s calling on their 
lives to help rescue troubled teenagers. The 
Ranch is located near Breezewood, Pa., and 
serves 21 youth, ages 13-17.  

A Ranch Mentor is responsible for 
supervising teenage boys for an 8-hour shift. 
The basic requirements for this position are: 
have a valid drivers license; be at least 21 
years of age; GED or high school diploma; 
needs to have one or more years of sobriety; 
needs to possess the physical and emotional 
strength to provide professional, daily 
supervision of teenage boys. The starting 
salary is $12/hour (40 hour work week). 
Benefits include partial payment of health 
insurance, one week paid vacation each year 
and seven paid holidays.

There’s Room in the Inn Boys 
Ranch is located at 444 Plessinger Road, 
Warfordsburg, Pa. 17267 or email innkeepr@
nb.net. Web site: www.theboysranch.com.

innkeepr@nb.net; www.theboysranch.com

To Place an AdEmployment
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