
continued on page �

TM

BaptistLIFEBaptistLIFE
Newsjournal of the Baptist Convention of Maryland/DelawareJune 2007

Randy Millwood returns to the 
BCM/D

Randy Millwood 
is returning to the 
BCM/D, effective 
July 1. Millwood 
served BCM/D 
from January, 
2001 to July, 2003 
as Church Health 
and Leadership 

Consultant/Specialist.  Page 5

SBC San Antonio: Pray for His 
Holy Spirit revival, Page urges

Let us pray.
“It’s our only 
hope,” Southern 
Baptist Convention 
President Frank 
Page said, 
reflecting on the 

prevalence of prayer planned for the 
SBC’s June 12-13 annual meeting 
in San Antonio’s Henry B. Gonzalez 
Convention Center.  Page 6

Take me out to the 
ballgame...tell me 
about the Lord
Churches 
everywhere 

embrace the All-American game of 
baseball to encourage fellowship 
and have a good time. Within that 
game, as well as all sports, lays 
the opportunity to not only win 
trophies, but to win souls.  Page 11

On the Web...
•  FreedomFEST 2007, July 4 in 

Washington, D.C.

•  Third Annual ChurchMedia.
net Convention, July 17 - July 
19, 2007 at Covenant Church in 
Ellicott City, Md.

•  The Spirituality of Moms 
Outpaces that of Dads, says 
Barna

•  The Church Marketing Lab, free 
feedback and ideas for your 
church marketing projects
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By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

LAUREL, Md.—The Holy Spirit’s 
presence was palpable. The participa-
tion was ecstatic. The worship was 
real.

Worship leader, Joel Goddard, 
only sang a few songs, but each one 
pointed his love to the risen Christ.

As his obvious passion for Christ 
increased with each note that he sang, 
those attending this year’s Worship 
Expo exploded in heart-felt worship 
for God.

Accomplished dancer, Dawn 
Pruskowski, heightened the worship 
experience with passionate dance 
movements that emphasized the 
words of the song.

Arms raised in adoration, men 
and women of all ages and races 
clapped with excitement toward God. 
Songs of love filled the church.

Those who happened to look on 
stage took notice as Goddard spread 
wide his arms, bowed his head low 
and formed with his lips over and 
over, “I love You, Jesus. Thank You, 
Jesus. I love You, Jesus.”

And then, just as abruptly as the 
first chord indicated it was time to 
begin, Goddard swiftly ran off the 

stage, careful to keep all the worship 
on Christ.

And on Christ alone.
And with that, like years before, 

this year’s Mid-Atlantic Worship Expo 
underscored the importance of per-
sonal worship. The worship sessions 
brought afresh the reality of God’s 
worthiness to be praised.

A ministry of First Church, 
Laurel, Md., in partnership with the 
Baptist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware and Covenant Church, 
Columbia, the Mid-Atlantic Worship 
Expo is the brainchild of the church’s 
minister of worship and music, Bryan 
Patrick, who once had a conversation 
with Goddard about creating worship 
experiences for worship leaders.

Patrick was inspired by his father, 
who was a bi-vocational worship 
leader trying to make ends meet with-
out having access to ongoing worship 
training.

Patrick knew that most bi-vo-
cational leaders can’t afford the 
time or the expense of traveling to 
megachurches, such as Saddleback 

Mid-Atlantic Worship Expo brings worship and 
high caliber skills training

Joel Goddard leads worship at the 
2007 Mid-Atlantic Worship Expo spon-
sored by First Church, Laurel, Md.

By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent and

Bob Simpson, Executive Editor

COLUMBIA, Md.—General Mis-
sion Board members approved a new 
executive leadership model, a new 
collegiate ministry strategy, a new 
state-to-state partnership, and permis-
sion to pursue options to renovate or 
relocate the Baptist Mission Resource 
Center at their May 8 General Mission 
Board meeting at the BMRC. 

John Gauger, pastor of First 
Church, Perryville, and GMB presi-
dent, called the meeting to order. 
Bill Archer, BCM/D’s missionary for 
music/worship, introduced Gary Rob-
inson. Robinson, Archer explained, is 
a BCM/D missionary who provides 
short-term music/worship interims 
for churches that are without music 
leadership, or just need consulting in 
that area. 

Robinson led a time of worship 
with BaptistLIFE managing edi-
tor, Iris White, accompanying on the 
keyboard.  

Ronnie Stanley, GMB vice presi-
dent, led the devotion time. Stanley 
used Acts 17:16-23, which tells about 
Paul in Athens. Stanley pointed out 
three ways we show devotion to God, 
as Paul did in this passage: going to 
places where people don’t know who 
God is; being faithful and telling 
about Jesus and His resurrection; and 
introducing people to an opportunity 
to repent. 

Executive Director’s Report
BCM/D executive director, David 

Lee, gave an update on recent staff 
changes. Randy Millwood will rejoin 
the staff in July as missionary for mis-
sional church leadership. Bobby Wad-

dail is retiring after serving 30 years 
in collegiate ministry. Collegiate min-
ister, Jerry Buffkin, has accepted a call 
to be student minister at William and 
Mary College in Williamsburg, Va. 
Melody Knox has accepted a position 
at UMBC, but will continue to contract 
with BCM/D for women’s ministry. 
Sean Copley, who previously served 
as missionary for communications 
and design editor for BaptistLIFE, has 
taken a position in Georgia. BCM/D 
has also hired Jeremy Ephraim as 

graphic designer/project manager and 
Lauren Rodriguez as communications 
specialist and administrative assistant 
to the chief operating officer.

“Embrace Baltimore is moving 
forward,” Lee said. Bob Mackey, 
Baltimore Association director of 
missions and executive director for 
the Embrace Baltimore process, is 
“on the field.”  Lee showed a video 
clip the North American Mission 

GMB “enthusiastically” 
approves new partnership 
and BCMD leadership model

 GMB members pray for David Jackson, BCM/D missionary for church multiplica-
tion, during a prayer session led by BCM/D president, Rick Hancock.



It has been a 
little over a 
month since the 

tragedy at Virginia 
Tech shattered our 
sense of safety. For 
those of us who are 
only peripheral ob-
servers, it is impos-
sible to imagine the 
depth of heartache 
created by one 
human being on 
a single spring 

morning. (Not that I am exactly a 
neutral observer. I have a nephew, 
Eric, who is a recent graduate of Tech 
and another nephew, Adam, Eric’s 
brother, who is enrolled there now. 
Our family certainly thanks the Lord 
that Adam was OK.) 

We all grieve the loss of life, in-
nocence and human potential.

In a deeply emotional way, this 
tragedy caught us completely off 
guard. In a world where we are ac-
climating to high terrorism alerts and 
spiraling crime statistics in our neigh-
borhoods, it was unthinkable that 
such carnage could unfold in placid, 
picturesque Blacksburg, Va. 

Of all the places we might have 
been on alert for something like this, 
we could never have imagined it 
there. We just weren’t looking in that 
direction for evil to raise its ugly head 
in such a gross manner.

To those who lost loved ones 
and friends in this tragedy, there are 
no words to assuage the pain and 
anguish of your loss. All we can do 
is offer our prayers, our love, and 

our willingness to do whatever you 
would need us to do. We are painful-
ly reminded of our many limitations 
at a time like this.  

There are two kinds of wounds 
that can come to the human psyche. 
One is guilt. The other is sorrow. 
Guilt is a dirty wound. It does not 
heal over time. In fact, time only exac-
erbates the impact. Guilt only festers 
and festers until it is intentionally 
dealt with.  

Sorrow, on the other hand, is a 
clean wound. Though the memory 
of a loved one never goes away, over 
time the pain does lessen. Every hu-
man being has been (or will be) in the 
position of losing someone very dear 
to death. But, oh the grace of God! In 
time the wound of sorrow will heal 
and the scars that were created will 

be vivid testimonies of the power of 
God to bring good out of evil.  

There are lots of things I don’t 
know. I honestly don’t know why 
what happened in Blacksburg that 
day had to happen. But I do know 
(and believe with all my heart) that 
God has some very special things He 
wants to do in every one of us as a 
result. A good place to start would be 
to hug our kids and grandkids more 
often (and tighter than usual). 

From there, we could simply ask 
God to make us more sensitive to 
many unknown faces around us who 
are going though quiet tragedy in 
their own lives. Some troubled souls 
just need to be introduced to Jesus 
Christ, who is peace and joy personi-
fied. Isn’t that why they call it “good 
news?”  

I am thinking 
seriously about 
establishing a 

new awards pro-
gram. Alongside 
the Oscars, the 
Emmy’s, the Espy’s, 
and legions of oth-
ers, we could have 
the “Way to Go” 
Awards. Churches 
that make good 
decisions and do 

impacting ministry would be nomi-
nated in a variety of categories with 
the winners being given encourage-
ment and resources to go and do even 
more. At the end of the day (and at 
the start of eternity) holding a “Way 
to Go” statue would have far greater 
significance than holding an Oscar. 

Were I to start today, the first two 

“Way to Go’s” would be presented to 
Ogletown Church in Newark, Del., 
and Calvary Church in Bel Air, Md. 
Ogletown would win in the category 
of “Decisions made that will most 
influence their future ministry.” 
Ogletown has experienced significant 
growth in recent years. They con-
tinue that growth even while three 
of their staff are interims. In prepara-
tion for their new pastor, the church 
has made several decisions that will 
significantly impact where they go 
from here. They have elevated one of 
their members to a staff position. Greg 
senses a call to ministry. He will serve 
as a volunteer “Associate Minister of 
Evangelism.” He will serve alongside 
a newly activated Evangelism team 
whose first order of business will be 
to develop an intentional system for 
outreach and assimilation that begins 

when someone first has contact with 
Ogletown and stays connected with 
that person as he journeys toward 
salvation, church membership and 
growth as a disciple. I am excited 
that someone will personally mentor 
new believers and new members for 
a minimum of three months or until 
each person is assimilated into the 
ongoing ministry of the church. In 
addition, they are taking steps toward 
raising the bar of church membership, 
seeking to ensure that persons under-
stand what it means to follow Christ 
and serve him as a part of his body. I 
commend Ogletown and urge other 
congregations to consider the same.

The second award would go to 
Calvary, Bel Air. I witnessed re-
cently their ministry to the hurting, 
the hungry and the needy in their 
community. I have observed and 

commend many similar ministries. 
What distinguishes this church and 
their ministry is the spirit of Christ 
that permeates each person involved 
in that ministry. I watched as they 
treated each person with kindness 
and dignity, treating their guests as 
the royalty they are in the eyes of 
Christ. The Calvary members were 
indeed the hands and feet of Jesus in 
that ministry. Congratulations to both 
churches and others like them who 
faithfully serve our Lord in reaching 
out to those who need Christ. 

The problem with my new idea is 
that it would take a really long time 
to recognize all the churches that are 
worthy of recognition. That is why I 
so enjoy my job. On a regular basis I 
have the privilege of observing high 
touch/high impact ministry. Way to 
go, Maryland/Delaware Baptists!

Too exhausted 
to continue? 
Too spent to 

press on? Are you 
too weary from 
the battle to fight 
the next skirmish? 
These aren’t exactly 
descriptions of a 
champion, or are 
they? I have been 
spending time over 
the past few months 
reading through the 
life of David, the 

champion of Israel. I have discovered a 
few truths that may help you.

Do you remember the story about 
David and his men in 1 Samuel 30? 

Here’s the story. David and his 
men returned home to Ziklag from 
battle. The exhaustion of the battle 
was replaced only by the expectation 
of rest with the family. It’s probably 
similar to how you feel on Friday 
afternoon. But something terrible had 
happened while they were away. 

The enemy attacked the town and 
took the women and children captive. 
The town was burned to the ground 
and the hearts of the weary soldiers 

sank even lower. This was not part of 
the home coming plan.

Some of David’s men wanted to 
stone him, but David found strength 
in His God. Through the use of the 
ephod, God spoke to David and 
instructed him to lead his men and 
pursue the dastardly raiding party. 

David and six hundred of his men 
headed out to reclaim their families 
and the spoil stolen by the Amale-
kites. When they arrived at the Besor 
Ravine, two hundred men were too 
exhausted to cross the ravine and con-
tinue on. They needed a break. 

Sound familiar?
The summer is a great time to 

catch your breath. You may not feel 
you deserve it, but you probably need 
it. I can almost hear all the pastors 
shouting back to me, “You have no idea 
what we have scheduled for the next 
few months!” Yes I do. And that is why 
I’m suggesting you catch your breath.

Jesus showed His disciples the 
value of rest in Mark 6:30. He said to 
them, “Come with me by yourselves to 
a quiet place and get some rest.” 

First, the disciples needed some 
time to recover from the tragic news of 
John the Baptist’s death. 

Second, they needed to regroup 
after a busy ministry schedule. 

Finally, they needed to rest so 
that they could be prepared for the 
unknown. The next big event was the 

feeding of the five thousand. They 
needed a break.

Too exhausted to go on? Catch 
your breath. There’s so much more to 
be done. 
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Catch your breath

Way to go, Maryland/Delaware Baptists!

A really bad day in Blacksburg

June 20076 Page 2

Bob Simpson
BaptistLIFE Editor,
BCM/D Director of 
Communications

David Lee
BCM/D Executive 

Director

Rick Hancock
BCM/D President 

and Pastor of 
Dunkirk Church

Webster’s Dictionary has a second definition for Horizon: The limit of 
one’s experience, interest, etc. We can only lead people to the limit of our own 
experience. Horizons is designed to increase our experience as believers and 
leaders in our churches. We all need stretching to remain fresh and gain 
encouragement. It’s no secret the church has been losing ground in the U.S. 

Horizons offers a time of fellowship with other believers, a time of 
learning, and expanding our limits. Training is planned for members, 
deacons, women’s ministry, missions, Embrace Baltimore, Bible teaching age 
group training, worship, technology, family ministry, disaster relief, evange-
lism, pastors and staff, and more. This year will also feature conferences for 
Hispanics and Koreans on Saturday.

For the latest information please go online at www.yourbcmd.org/hori-
zons or call Donna Shiflett at (800) 466-5290, ext. 226
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Arundel Association

Elvaton Church, Millersville, 
recently had a ministry fellowship 
luncheon. The event was a time for 
ministry leaders to fellowship and 
plan for the future. 

First Church, Crofton, will have 
their annual Vacation Bible School 
(VBS) from June 25- 29. “Avalanche 
Ranch” will be from 6- 8:30 p.m. 
nightly for children ages 5- 12. The 
western-themed program will include 
Bible stories, music, arts and crafts and 
puppets. 

New Hope Church, Pasadena, 
is having a family-get-away retreat 
at Graves Mountain, Syria, Va., from 
Aug. 10-12 with activities planned for 
the whole family.   

New Hope will also sponsor a 
“Free Market” in Curtis Bay, Md., on 
June 9. Local residents are invited to 
“shop” for free from gently used items 
donated by the congregation.

Baltimore Association
   
Several White Marsh Church 

members traveled to Ballyards Castle 
in Northern Ireland May 11-13 to par-
ticipate in an annual Stauros Confer-
ence. Group members led worship and 
shared about what the group is doing 
through Staurus in the United States.

The castle is the administrative 
base for Stauros in the U.K .and in 
Europe. It is also a residential facility 
for men. Five men from the United 
States have stayed there over the last 
five years. Stauros also has a facility 
in the Republic of Ireland called “The 
Haven.” 

Fred Dyer, pastor of White Marsh 
Church, preached at Portstewart Bap-
tist Church, which is in the northern-
most section of Northern Ireland. It 
has a membership of about 900. 

 Stauros is a ministry to reach out 
to people addicted to alcohol and other 
drugs and to offer support to their 
families. 

Blue Ridge Association

First Baptist Church, Brunswick, 
held an Installment/Consecration 
Service, April 15 for their new pastor, 
Mark Edwards.  

Interim pastor, James L. Rousey, 
and Blue Ridge Association’s direc-
tor of missions, David Burt, officiated 
at the service. A reception was held 
afterwards to welcome Edwards and 
to honor Rousey for his many faithful 
years of service to First Brunswick. 

Edwards is a native of Bethesda, 
Md. He’s bi-vocational, working as a 
sales associate at Contractor Services 
Desk at Home Depot. He is married to 
Grace, and they have a two daughters, 
Hannah and Ruth and a son, Jeremiah. 

He and James Rousey were active 
together in jail ministry. When Rousey 
couldn’t make a service one Sunday 
he called Edwards to fill in. Then 
Edwards began preaching Sunday 
evening services. He was ordained at 
South End Church, Frederick. 

Delaware Association

The youth of First Southern 
Church, Dover, collected teddy bears 
for children at Kent General Hospital. 

Eastern Association

Eastern Association’s ministry 
leader, Mamie Hastings, led an effort 
to organize EBA churches to partici-
pate in “LifeBox,” a ministry pro-
moted by LifeWay to encourage and 
witness to men and women serving 
in the military. The churches, in just a 
four-week period, provided 248 boxes 

that contained personal items along 
with devotional materials. EBA has 
been receiving some very powerful 
thank you notes from soldiers. 

One Marine wrote, “There are not 
words I can use that would be worth 
the thanks that you deserve. It is clear 
that God is working through you, and 
I thank him every day.”

 

Mid-Maryland Association

Tom Anderson, a deacon at 
Elkridge Church, is serving as music 
leader at Temple Church, Baltimore. 

Taneytown Church will celebrate 
its 30th anniversary this month. On 
June 2, members will have a picnic. 
BCM/D executive director, David Lee, 
will speak at the morning worship 
service on June 3. 

Rolling Hills Church, Clarks-
ville, will have an “Honored Guest” 
day on Mother’s Day, encouraging 
members to invite friends. Meyers said 
if guests come and see other guests, it 
will make them more comfortable. The 
church will have refreshments after 
the service. 

Montgomery Association

Germantown Church will help 
rebuilding the community around 
Waveland Baptist Church in Mississip-
pi, June 23- July 1. They will be work-
ing with Lakeshore Church, Pasadena. 

Greenridge Church, Clarksburg, 
will have a family fun festival June 14 
at High Point Farm. 

Kensington Church will have a 
community spring fling and flea mar-
ket on June 2 featuring food, balloons 
and clowns, displays from the Fire and 
Police Departments and other family 
activities. 

Church members will also use the 
event to register community children 
for VBS.

On June 20, the church will have 
an “Everybody’s Birthday Celebra-
tion” with thematic displays for each 
month, food and fun. 

Montgomery Church, Gaithers-
burg, has a married couple’s fellow-
ship that meets the third Friday of 
each month. Topics of discussion 
include conflict resolution, roles in 
marriage and oneness. 

Potomac Association

The preschool department at First 
Church of St. Charles recently had an 
attendance of nearly 250. The children 
sang, and the parents heard a mes-
sage on the responsibilities of teaching 
their children to know God by His 
name, character, grace and mercy. 

The church building committee 
recently met with a contractor to find 
ways to enlarge classroom space for 
Sunday school, discipleship training 

and a fellowship hall to hold 400.
Four youth from The Potter’s 

Place, Leonardtown, recently accepted 
Christ at the Youth Evangelism Confer-
ence. Two girls made commitments as a 
result of the church’s puppet ministry. 

Prince George’s Association

Cornerstone Peaceful Church, 
Upper Marlboro, had an “Amazing 
Grace Pageant” on May 19. 

The “pageant” is the culminating 
event of a nine-month program for 
girls, ages 8 to 17, who learn biblically 
based social graces. They had a chance 
to show what they learned through 
public speaking, acting, singing and 
modeling. 

Tresniece Perry, assistant teacher 
for the “Sophisticated Ladies” group 
for the teens, said the Amazing Grace 
program (based on the book of Esther) 
boosts the young women’s self esteem. 

Riverside Church had an instal-
lation service for their new pastor, J. 
Madison Thomas, Jr.

Susquehanna Association

Oak Grove Church, Bel Air, 
is starting a homeschool umbrella 
program along with Christ-centered 
classes, partnering with families to 
help them meet the requirements of 
the state Department of Education. 

The church has already been help-
ing the homeschooling community 
through various ministries, such as 
Upward Sports programs in basket-
ball, soccer and cheerleading. 

There is also a weekly Community 
Choir program, a monthly Fellowship 
Group for parents and even a Karate 
Ministry geared towards homeschool-
ing families. Plans have already begun 
to offer classes and lessons in music and 
the arts through the new Academy. 

For more information, contact 
Academy director, Paul Simmons, at 
academy@oakgrovebaptist.com or visit 
their web page at www.classicalscore.
com/academy. 

Western Association

Church members from Welsh 
Church, Frostburg, started a program 
called Bibles Unbound. Through Voice 
of the Martyrs Ministries, they sent 
five Bibles to an Asian country. Under-
ground church members use them to 
present the Gospel. 

The church had a college block 
party last month with free hot dogs, 
hamburgers and drinks and on the 
church lawn. 

Miscellaneous

God’s Trucking Ministry is now 
located inside the Travels of America 
Truck Stop in Jessup, Md., across from 
the laundry room. Travels of America 
Truck Stop needs the back parking 
space for employee parking, so God’s 
Trucking Ministry is losing its trade-
mark trailer, but the ministry is still 
doing well. 

As truckers visit the laundry room, 
they stop by the ministry office to 
pick up tracts, CDs and magazines, or 
they stop to ask for prayer or counsel-
ing. Services are held on Sundays and 
Thursdays. For the first quarter of this 
year, the ministry drew 20 people for 
Sunday services, 19 for Thursdays and 
20 for fellowship. Six came for encour-
agement, and one trucker got saved. 

Due to the new move, the ministry 
needs a file cabinet and a small desk. 
Churches or individuals, who can 
donate any of these items, please call 
(410) 799-3835, ext. 161. 

The ministry office is open from 
3-7 p.m. during the week. 
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Montgomery Association
By Ron Blankenship

Montgomery Association started 71 years ago and a lot of chang-
es have happened during that time. If anything is consistent in 
Montgomery it is change. Some words which would describe 

ministry in this area are: cultural diversity, economically prosperous, 
faith journey, fluid leadership needs, mission-focused and many more. 

Our mission statement is “churches on mission in fellowship for 
the kingdom of Jesus Christ.” The ministry structure of Montgomery 
Association is simple and set up to respond to where God is working 
rather than asking God to fit our plan and time frame. The coordinating 
council is the active body of leadership which carries out associational 
business between annual meetings. The association’s four priorities 
are: starting new churches, strengthening existing churches, involv-
ing churches in cooperative ministry and encouraging ministerial and 
other church staff. 

About 28% of Montgomery County’s population is foreign-born. 
Over 160 ethnic groups reside within its boundaries. During my seven 
plus year tenure here, God has blessed us with new church starts and 
church additions which target Koreans, Chinese, Hispanic, Vietnamese, 
African, African Americans, Burmese, Korean English-speaking inter-
national and multi-cultural. Most of our church planters are indigenous 
to this region. We have more potential new church plants than ever 
before.

In an effort to strengthen existing churches, I offer on-site assis-
tance when needed and do not try to take a “cookie cutter” approach to 
all the churches. I give referrals when needed. We offer several training 
seminars/conferences each year, but depend a lot on cooperating with 
churches, the state convention and other associations which have ongo-
ing training and partner with them to multiply their efforts. 

Also, involving churches in cooperative ministries is a priority. 
Our annual youth retreat in partnership with some other associations 
totaled 238 last year. The Montgomery County Fair booth has upwards 
of 17 churches participating in August. 

 Then too, encouraging ministerial and other church staff is impor-
tant. Our monthly ministers’ conference is a time for renewal and fel-
lowship. Various affinity groups such as the Korean ministers’ fellow-
ship and the church planter incubator meeting provides more avenues 
for fellowship. Our team coordinator in this ministry and I are available 
to counsel staff as needed and Centrepoint Counseling Center, which 
meets at Viers Mill Church, is a great source for pastoral counseling. 

 In September of 2007 we moved into a new office building at 901 
Russell Avenue, Suite 202, Gaithersburg MD 20879. Our offices are cen-
tral in the county and well suited as a base for ministry.

I, along with our missions office manager, Sherrie Riggs, wear many 
hats as we lead the work of Montgomery Association. It is a joy working 
with and seeing the progress of the many-varied churches. Every day is 
a new day and I look forward to seeing what God has in store.

Prince George’s



House 
church-
es—even 

the word doesn’t 
ring true in every 
instance. This form 
of church, which is 
the most common 
form world-wide, 
is known by many 
descriptive names. 
They are called 
simple churches, 
organic churches, 

basic churches, single-celled churches 
and probably other things as well.

They meet in a variety of places, 
including coffeehouses, classrooms 
and clubhouses, as well as the indi-
vidual homes of believers. And while 
they defy ordinary description, they 
remain the most effective form of 
church in reaching new people with 
the gospel and the number one source 
of legitimate church planting move-
ments all over the world.

Why is that? Here are some rea-
sons that are obvious to me.

The structure is simple. These 
churches don’t program the objec-
tives of the church as much as seek 
to accomplish them simultaneously. 
Worship and discipleship are done 
together; evangelism and service are 
tied to each other. Fellowship con-

nects with them all. “Form” is almost 
always the same, the group together 
as a whole to accomplish its purpose. 
Age breakdowns are rare, too, so that 
children participate with the adults 
in making these things reality. As a 
result, complexity is not a part of the 
system, and that helps everyone stay 
focused on what’s really important.  

They are cost effective. Most 
typical American churches spend the 
majority of their financial resources 
on facilities and personnel. The 
house church model does not. In fact, 
it rarely has a full-time pastor (the 
only staff member it would have) nor 
does it seek to have its own facility. 
This leaves the majority of tithes and 
offerings given for use in ministry. 
Most often these resources are used 
for outreach and missions, while also 
providing for the discipleship needs of 
the congregation.

Leaders surface from the group. 
Leadership is visible to all of the mem-
bers of the church, evidenced by the 
character and lifestyle of its members. 
These leaders include future pastors 
of new house churches, who are ap-
prenticed to take over the next house 
church that starts. Orthodoxy (right 
teaching) is measured by the church 
in conjunction with ortho-praxy (right 
living). Heresy is rarely seen because 
of the high degree of accountability 

required of every leader. Leadership 
is not determined by the presence or 
absence of a seminary degree.

They are easily reproduced. 
These churches usually don’t grow 
to more than 20, maybe 25, people 
before they start another new church. 
The church understands this dynamic 
from the beginning and sees it as a 
part of its purpose. As a result, most 
of these churches maintain the simple 
structures and processes that make the 
system easily transferable to the next 
church as it starts. House churches, 
not being as financially or human 
resource dependent, can afford to do 
this at little or no cost to their own 
well-being. 

They enable rapid growth. House 
churches can typically reproduce once, 
maybe twice, in a 12- month cycle 
(suggesting an astonishing growth 
percentage). The number one key is 
the preparedness of other leaders for 
the task. When leaders are ready and 
enough people are being reached, 
a new house church in a different 
location can be started. This type of 
growth is almost always exponential 
in number, as now two churches are 
multiplying in the next year, then four, 
and so on.

These are just some of the reasons 
house churches have been so effective. 
Yet we see little of such church plant-

ing in North America. No doubt there 
are concerns and issues that have to be 
addressed. In my opinion, though, the 
number one reason Americans don’t 
see more of these churches is that 
we (the American church as it exists 
today) have failed to give our enthu-
siastic “stamp of approval” to them. 
Denominational workers, existing 
pastors, ministry partners and other 
churches planters all need to acknowl-
edge the legitimacy of churches like 
these and then help enable them to 
flourish in our midst.

As a result of the need we have 
and the great possibilities represented, 
the Baptist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware will be hosting a “Green-
house” training event for all of us 
who want to know how to plant and 
sustain these kind of churches. It will 
be held over the weekend of June 1-3 
at the Baptist Mission Resource Center. 
Neil Cole, a nationally recognized and 
respected leader of this movement 
within North America, will be here to 
facilitate the training.  All the details 
can be found online at www.yourbc-
md.org or by calling my office.  I hope 
that many of you will join me for this 
tremendous opportunity.  

David Jackson, missionary for church 
multiplication, can be reached at 
djackson@bcmd.org or by calling 

(800) 466-5290, extension 225.

Why house churches are needed
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David Jackson
BCM/D Missionary 

for Church 
Multiplication

Don’t you just 
love when 
the out-

takes are shown at 
the end of a movie? 
Actors say the 
wrong lines, use 
the wrong name 
or sometimes trip 
over their own 
feet. Watching ac-
tors make multiple 
mistakes brings 
lots of laughter. In 
real life however, 
multiple takes to 

get something right is not funny at all!
My family and I were returning 

to Butuan after finalizing visa papers 
in Manila. We boarded the 737 jet 
and fastened seatbelts preparing for 
departure. 

Take one: the pilot started down 
the runway increasing speed for 
takeoff. Just when we should have 
been leaving the ground, the pilot put 
on the brakes. Every passenger on 
the flight was thrust forward hitting 
heads on the seats in front of us. Then 
the announcement came, “I’m sorry, 
folks, we are not showing full engine 
power for takeoff. Not to worry we 

will try this again.” I remember think-
ing, “I would rather you didn’t!”

Take two: the pilot taxied the 
plane down the runway and started 
for take off. Once again the brakes 
were put on just before the end of 
the runway. This time we were taken 
back to the terminal while mechanics 
worked on the plane. Hours later we 
were allowed to board the plane once 
again.

Take three: the pilot taxied out, 
revved up engines and headed down 
the runway. Everyone was holding 
their breath in anticipation. This time 
we easily left the ground. At the end of 
that trip I decided ‘one take’ is much 
nicer when flying!

Peter was a man who often re-
quired multiple takes. Three of his life 
lessons involved three takes. In Matt. 
26:69-75 Peter denied Christ three 
times. Three times Jesus said, “Peter 
feed my sheep.” (John 21:15-17) In Acts 
10:9-16, the sheet rose and fell three 
times in Peter’s vision before he under-
stood the message.

As we read Acts 10, we read the 
whole story of Peter’s vision. A man 
named Cornelius had a vision of an 
angel telling him to send men to Joppa 
to bring Peter to Caesarea. Cornelius 

sent three men to find Peter. As the 
three were traveling, Peter had a vi-
sion of ‘unclean’ animals he was to kill 
and eat. Peter could not believe that 
God would ask him to do such a thing! 
After all this would be in direct viola-
tion of Jewish law. God was not then 
nor does He now ask anyone to do 
anything outside of what we know is 
right from scripture. Peter had totally 
missed what God was trying to tell 
him, twice!  

Up to this time Peter had only wit-
nessed to Jews. After seeing the vision 
for the third time, Peter finally got the 
idea. God was not asking him to go 
against his Jewish culture. He was ask-
ing him to look past his Jewish culture 
and take the message of Christ to 
every tribe. In God’s perfect timing, it 
was here the men of Caesarea showed 
up at Peter’s gate. Peter accepted their 
offer to go to the house of Cornelius. 
After his arrival, Peter starts his mes-
sage to Cornelius and his household 
with these words in verse 34, “I now 
realize how true it is that God does 
not show favoritism but accepts men 
from every nation who fear him and 
do what is right.”

Today, there are people all around 
our globe who fear God and do what 

is right in their own culture. Koreans 
spend hours in prayer as they are 
taught dedication and a strong work 
ethic. Others around the globe show 
bravery in leaving their family’s faith 
knowing the cost could be their very 
lives. Africans turn their backs on 
superstitious teaching of witch doctors 
to follow the true teaching found in 
scripture. Hispanic cultures may start 
revival at 10 p.m. rather than our usual 
time of 7 p.m.

In our multi-state convention, we 
are exposed to almost every culture. 
Do they all know the one true God? 
Probably not. We have more opportu-
nities in Maryland  and Delaware than 
perhaps any other state convention to 
reach past our American culture from 
our own backyard and take the mes-
sage of Christ to many “tribes.” 

As summer programs begin, I 
pray we will all be challenged to reach 
beyond our own cultures, rather than 
be Western, Asian or Hispanic, and 
enjoy the blessing of multiple cultures 
worshipping together. This is one 
“take” I would like to get right the first 
time. “For God so loved the world He 
gave His only Son so that ALL who 
believe on Him will not perish but 
have everlasting life” John 3:16.   

Take one...take two...take three

Gayla Parker
WMU Executive 

Director,
Missionary for 

Missions Education 
and Customization

Dear Counselor:
Once you are emotionally 

exhausted, how can you 
become “de-exhausted?”

          —Minister’s Spouse

(This question was one of a number of 
questions posed in a question and answer 
period at the recent Minister’s Wives 
Retreat on the theme of “Minimizing 
Emotional Exhaustion in the Minister’s 
Family.”  Some of the answers given at 
that conference will be shared in this 
column over the next few months.)

Dear Spouse:
Emotional exhaustion is one 

aspect of burnout and usually defines 
what we mean by the term when 
it is applied not only to job stress, 

but also to other areas of our lives.  
While some would say that burnout 
is the result of personality (e.g., 
some people are wired to experience 
negative emotions no matter what 
their situation), others would say 
that it is the result of one’s situation 
(e.g., certain life circumstances would 
cause anyone to become burned 
out).  Emotional exhaustion may be 
a combination of both and most of 
the time both one’s personality and 
one’s situation are difficult to change.

To become “de-exhausted,” one 
needs to look for areas in which 
one has some voluntary control 
since it is unlikely that we will 
change our personality or our given 
circumstances in the short run.  For 
instance, changing one’s diet or 

taking some small steps towards 
getting exercise begins to change the 
body and to create resilience in the 
face of stress.  Scheduling breaks for 
a few minutes or, even better, for a 
day or two also builds resilience in 
the body, mind, and soul.  We have 
voluntary control in these areas.

We have voluntary control 
over our attitude.  The positive 
psychologists have shown that people 
who take some time each day to 
focus on gratitude or forgiveness 
become happier people.  Of course 
the apostle Paul said much the same 
thing many years ago (cf. Philippians 
4:8).  Even little shifts in our attitude 
affect our emotional exhaustion.

Finally, we have voluntary control 
over how we deal with our spiritual 

life.  Learning to be watchful in the 
sense of going up into our watchtower 
and gaining a different perspective 
on our problems; or watching and 
waiting in the sense of putting our 
problems in the context of the end 
of times; or being spiritually awake 
and sober in the presence of our 
adversary, all open one up to an 
indwelling Spirit whose goal is to 
give us rest and peace.  These things 
and more create the opportunity for 
“de-exhaustion” in the stress of life.

                        —Tom Rodgerson

Questions may be e-mailed to 
trodgerson@bcmd.org with the subject 

line indicating, “Dear Counselor;” 
Or mailed to Tom Rodgerson, 8203 

Harford Road, Parkville, MD 21234. 

“Dear Counselor” with CentrePointe Counseling, Inc.

“How can you become ‘de-exhausted’?”
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By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—Randy Mill-
wood is returning to BCM/D, effec-
tive July 1. Millwood served BCM/D 
from January, 2001 to July, 2003 as 
church health & leadership consul-
tant/specialist. During that short time, 
he endeared himself to BCM/D staff 
and churches, striking up easy friend-
ships with his quick wit and easy 
laugh. He’ll use his gift of combining 
unconventional methods and thought 
processes with godly truths in an 
effort to train and equip leadership to 
win souls for the kingdom. 

His new title will be Missionary 
for missional leadership. Millwood’s 
duties will be varied and will include 
coordinating leadership development 
initiatives such as E-quip.net and 
other leadership develpment opportu-
nities. 

He will also work with small 
groups and unconventional minis-
tries, such as churches using market-
place or home-based strategies. 

 “I think that the BCM/D already 
does some of the finest work in the 
nation when it comes to providing 
resources to leaders,” Millwood said.

Millwood said he will minister 
alongside BCM/D staff, learning 
from them, discerning how to best 
“travel alongside of their efforts and 

avoiding duplication.” 
He characterizes himself as a 

“process guy” rather than a “program 
guy.” Churches are diverse, especially 
in the Baltimore/Washington area. 
There is no one program that fits all 
churches, he said. 

Millwood’s pri-
mary leadership con-
cerns are the spiritual 
journey and identity 
of the leader, and the 
implementation of 
leadership. 

“I know, by 
personal experience 
and from my years in 
the classroom, that it 
is incredibly easy to 
spend so much time 
and energy preparing 
to guide and engaging 
the journey of oth-
ers that we get stuck 
ourselves. I want to 
discern and apply 
processes by which the 
pastoral team members 
of our churches can find their own 
souls in renewal… their love for God 
and for people deepening,” he said.

Millwood emphasizes servant-
leadership and explains that it’s not 
being a leader who serves.

 “We are to be a servant who 
serves by leading. Whenever we 

wrap our minds around this identity 
issue, it changes how we treat people 
around us, it changes how engaged 
we are in the servant act of leader-
ship… our motives… everything!”

Regarding implementation of 
leadership, Millwood said he would 

rather see lead-
ers focus on the 
process that 
helps leaders 
who are grow-
ing in Christ 
–lead then learn 
from the expe-
rience. 

Millwood 
grew up in and 
around Atlanta, 
Ga. He made 
a commitment 
to serve Christ 
during VBS 
when he was 
ten-years-old 
and was bap-
tized in Lake 
Lanier when 

he was twelve. At fifteen, he re-dedi-
cated his life, completely surrendering 
himself. 

Millwood was called to his first 
church staff position as an entering 
freshmen in college and has served in 
local churches, at LifeWay, and teach-
ing at New Orleans Seminary.  

Adele, Millwood’s wife, has stood 
by her husband for almost 31 years. 
She has served as his partner in min-
istry in many capacities.

 “She is, at this time, a giant advo-
cate of people who have suffered from 
hearing loss. About 18 years ago she 
began to lose her hearing. Two years 
ago now she received a miracle gift 
from God, a cochlear implant.” 

Millwood said before and since 
that time she continues to seek ways 
to raise awareness of the isolation 
people face as they deal with hear-
ing loss. 

 “Her greatest claim to fame 
however is, without question, the 
awe-inspiring job that she has done as 
a discipler of our two sons, Josh and 
Caleb,” he added.

The couple is thrilled to be in 
Maryland. 

 “Adele and I love the Mid-Atlan-
tic… from the Appalachians to the 
Atlantic… the whole Baltimore-Wash-
ington metropolis!” he explained. 

“The churches of the BCM/D in-
clude churches with heritages that are 
among the longest and richest of any 
churches in America. 

“And, at the same time, on the 
other end of the spectrum, there are 
some of the most creative, imaginative 
churches in the land.”  

Randy Millwood returns to BCM/D

By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—Author/speak-
ers Henry Blackaby, T.W. Hunt and 
SBC President Frank Page are among 
the speakers scheduled for “Broken 
Before the Throne – Prayer Conference 
2007,” Nov. 3-11 at Westview Baptist 
Church, Martinsburg, W.V. 

BCM/D is partnering with West 
Virginia Convention of Southern 
Baptists, the Baptist Convention of 
Pennsylvania/South Jersey, the North 
American Mission Board and various 
associations and churches to host the 
event.

“This is an exciting opportunity, 
with quality first class speakers at our 
back door,” Freddy Parker, BCM/D 
missionary for partnership, prayer 
and men’s ministry, said. 

In addition to Blackaby and Hunt, 
other speakers include Francois Carr, 
executive director, Revival South Af-
rica; Sammy Tippit, itinerate evange-
list; Greg Frizzell, author and speaker; 
Al Wittinghill, well known speaker/
evangelist; and Richard Blackaby, son 
of Henry Blackaby and president of 

Blackaby Ministry International.
There will also be a special 

women’s conference featuring guest 
speakers: Tex Tippit, wife of Sammy 
Tippit; Bobbye Rankin, wife of  Jerry 
Rankin, International Mission Board 
president; and Elaine Helms, prayer 
strategist, North American Mission 
Board. 

Parker said the conference will be 
not just be talking about prayer, but 
there will be significant time spent 
praying in small groups.    

 “Prayer is one of resources we 
have as believers that is sometimes 
left unused. And it’s the most power-
ful tool!” Parker said. 

Dan Biser, pastor of Zoar Baptist 
Church, Augusta, W.V., is coordina-
tor of the conference. Biser said he 
was led to put together this confer-
ence as a result of the effectiveness 
of a prayer conference in Nov. 2005 
featuring T.W. Hunt. 

He began to meet with Blackaby 
and other potential speakers. The 
West Virginia Convention supported 
Biser as the conference began to 
take shape. Then other, conventions, 
associations and churches began to 

get involved.Biser said there’s also 
national interest. Speakers and/or rep-
resentatives from the North American 
Mission Board and International Mis-
sion Board will attend. 

Biser said convention leadership 
is especially supportive in light of SBC 
President Frank Page’s emphasis on 
prayer. 

“His whole message as president 
is prayer for revival,” Biser said. 

The four main emphases of the 
conference are: confession of sin; 
God’s remedy for sin; consecration 
and fruitful living in the spirit. 

“This event of prayer is not just to 
hear about prayers and say prayers, 
but it is to prevail in prayer for our 
nation to be revived, our churches to 
be spiritually awakened and family 
and souls drawing near to the throne 
of our God,” Biser said.

Parker said the length of the con-
ference, nine days, allows for people 
to come and go as their schedule may 
require. The church is just minutes 
from the interstate and there are many 
hotels around for those who want to 
stay. Parker said those in Western, 
Blue Ridge and Montgomery Associa-

tions could easily make day trips. 
The conference is for ministers, 

lay-leaders and any other church 
members seeking revival and refresh-
ment through prayer. 

Conventions are picking up most 
of the cost, though donations and love 
offerings will be appreciated to help 
offset the remainder. 

Terry L. Harper, West Virginia 
Convention of Southern Baptists 
wrote on the convention’s website, 
“What if when we meet in Martins-
burg on November 3 to 11, 2007, God 
were to show up and reveal Himself 
to us in a great way.?

What if He did that and you were 
not there? I think you would feel 
short changed or like you had really 
missed a once in a lifetime opportu-
nity. Therefore, I am encouraging all 
Southern Baptists who really believe 
in the power of prayer to make this 
event a priority.”

Registration is required to provide 
adequate supplies. For more informa-
tion, including a schedule of speakers,  
see the website, www.prayerconfer-
ence2007.com.  

Prayer Conference: “Broken Before the Throne” - Nov. 3-11

By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

TANEYTOWN, Md.—Ruth 
Nusbaum, a member of Taneytown 
Church, has spearheaded efforts to 
buy goats for the people of Bangla-
desh for the past 20 years. She collects 
aluminum cans, which are recycled. 
She turns the money in to the church 
treasurer, who writes a check to the 
International Mission Board, ear-
marked as goat money.

“I have a 1977 old van and I never 
lock the doors,” Nusbaum said.” 
Everyone knows she’s always look-
ing for donations of cans and they 
load up her van with bags of cans. 
Then she takes them home and stores 
them. They fill a whole side of her 
garage. When enough cans pile up, 

usually twice a year, she gets help 
from church members to get them to a 
recycling center. 

Nusbaum said years ago they 
usually got about 35 cents per pound 
of aluminum.  For the past year, that 
price has doubled, netting 70 cents per 
pound. She’s getting $150 for each trip. 
In addition, members sometimes give 
cash donations. In an average year, 
she collects about $500. 

Years ago, goats cost about $14, 
Nusbaum said, and at that time they 
were providing about seven goats 
each year. Now the price has risen 
to about $50, so the church provides 
about ten. The goats are used for milk, 
cheese, and meat. Over the years, 
Nusbaumb thinks they’ve probably 
purchased at least 100 goats. 

“’I’ve gotten letters from Ban-

gladesh, thanking us for the goats,” 
Neusbaum said. “They’re very grateful. 

“I’m 85-years-old. I hope some-
one continues with this when I’m not 
there to do it,” she said. 

Nusbaum is one of the many 
super senior saints sprinkled through-
out the convention. She was one of 
the original members of Taneytown 
when Westminster Church planted it 
30 years ago. 

This is her 29th year as editor of 
the church’s monthly newsletter, “The 
Beacon,” faithfully typing it up on her 
IBM typewriter. Now the church sec-
retary helps, entering some material 
on the computer, but part of it always 
has Nusbaum’s typed entries. She also 
frequently includes little hand-writ-
ten notes of encouragement with the 
newsletter.  

Taneytown senior saint can and does make a difference— 
through aluminum recycling
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SAN ANTONIO (BP)—Let us 
pray. “It’s our only hope,” Southern 
Baptist Convention President Frank 
Page said, reflecting on the preva-
lence of prayer planned for the SBC’s 
June 12-13 annual meeting in San 
Antonio’s Henry B. Gonzalez Con-
vention Center.

Focus on Prayer
Each of the SBC’s five sessions will 

have a prayer focus:
“The central focus for my presi-

dency and therefore for this meeting 
is to seek from the Lord spiritual 
awakening—His Holy Spirit’s re-
vival,” Page said. “And that is always 
prefaced by and enabled by and em-
powered by prayer.”

The theme of the convention re-
flects Page’s call to prayer: 2 Chronicles 
7:14, ”... and My people who are called 
by My name humble themselves, 
pray and seek My face, and turn from 
their evil ways, then I will hear from 
heaven, forgive their sin, and heal 
their land” (Holman Christian Stan-
dard Bible).

Asked if he believes revival in 
the SBC is possible, Page said he does, 
noting that God voices “no equivoca-
tion” in 2 Chronicles 7:14.

“I am convinced that the way to 
turn it around— baptisms, soul-win-
ning, church transformation—is going 
to be through a movement from God 
that 2 Chronicles 7:14 tells us must be 
prefaced by our humbling, praying, 
seeking His face and repentance,” 
Page said.

It is probable that “in our cur-
rent culture we’re going to continue 
being in love with things, activities 
that are not of God, priorities that 
pull us away,” Page said. “I believe 
God wants us to have a broken heart. 
And so far, I’ve seen no broken hearts 
except on rare occasions.

“But if enough of God’s people 
get serious about those requirements , 
those prescriptions for revival, then I 
believe revival can occur,” Page said.

Focus on Evangelism
The second key facet of this year’s 

convention will be the unveiling of a 
general outline for a 10-year evangelis-
tic strategy in the SBC, said Page, pas-
tor of First Baptist Church in Taylors, 
S.C., who was elected as SBC president 
last year in Greensboro, N.C.

The North American Mission 
Board’s newly elected president, Geoff 
Hammond, has become part of the 
planning process, Page said, and “it 
looks like we will be able to unveil a 
general outline of a 10-year evangelis-
tic strategy which brings associations, 
state conventions, NAMB and other 
entities into a true focus in calling 
churches not just to win souls but, 
better, showing them how.”

This will be the SBC’s third an-
nual meeting in San Antonio, fol-
lowing sessions in 1942 attended by 
4,774 messengers and 1988 with 32,727 
messengers, the third-highest total in 
SBC history during the Conservative 
Resurgence movement to return the 
convention to its biblical roots.

Among the other highlights of the 
convention:

300th Anniversary of Associations
The 300th anniversary of Baptist 

associations, to be marked during 
Tuesday morning’s session, will be led 
by Tom Biles, president of the South-
ern Baptist Conference of Association-
al Directors of Missions and director 
of missions with the Tampa Bay (Fla.) 
Baptist Association.

Today, there are nearly 1,200 Bap-
tist associations, representing more 
than 44,000 cooperating Southern 
Baptist churches.

Presidential Address
Page will deliver his presidential 

address to close out Tuesday morn-
ing’s session. Rob Zinn, senior pastor 
of Immanuel Baptist Church in High-
land, Calif., will deliver the conven-
tion message Wednesday morning.

International and North American
Mission Board Presentations

The International Mission Board’s 
presentation will be Tuesday evening 
and the North American Mission 
Board’s Wednesday evening.

Registration
For the fifth consecutive year, 

online registra-
tion is available to 
churches for their 
messengers at www.
sbc.net to avoid wait-
ing at the counter 
upon arrival at the 
convention. 

The traditional 
registration method 
is also available. Reg-
istration cards are 
available from state 
convention offices.

Shuttles
Shuttles will be 

available to and from 
most San Antonio 
hotels for the SBC 
sessions and the Sun-
day-Monday Pastors’ 
Conference in the 
Henry B. Gonzalez 
Convention Center 
and the Woman’s 
Mission Union meet-
ing in the Marriott 
Rivercenter Hotel. 

However, the 
Marriott Rivercenter, 
Marriott Riverwalk, 
Hilton Palacio del Rio 
and the LaQuinta Inn 
& Suites Convention 
Center will not be 
shuttled as they are 
located adjacent to the 
convention center. 

Hotel shuttle 
tickets will be avail-
able at the conven-
tion center informa-
tion desk for $10, 
with children 12 and 
under riding free 
when accompanied 
by parents who pur-
chase tickets.

Childcare
Childcare (birth-3 years) and 

children’s conferences (ages 4-12) have 
been planned for the San Antonio 
meeting, with registration informa-
tion available at www.sbc.net.

Also in conjunction with the SBC 
annual meeting:

Crossover San Antonio
In “Crossover San Antonio,” 

hundreds of Southern Baptists will 
hit the streets of the metropolitan area 
June 9 to share the Gospel via door-to-
door evangelism, block parties and an 
international festival featuring dozens 
of ethnic groups showcasing their cul-
tures, food, dress, music, dance and art.

This year’s pre-SBC outreach is 
jointly sponsored by the San Antonio 
association, NAMB, the Southern 
Baptists of Texas Convention and the 
Baptist General Convention of Texas.

SBC Pastors’ Conference
—The SBC Pastors’ Conference, 

entitled, “Jesus Christ: From Him, 
Through Him, To Him,” once again 

will feature breakout seminars that 
will include nearly 10 topics and fea-
ture two roundtable discussions on a 
host of issues. 

The Pastors’ Conference begins 
Sunday evening, June 10. 

Special speakers include Charles 
Colson, founder of Prison Fellowship 
Ministries; Tim Kimmel, executive 
director, Family Matters; James Mc-
Donald, pastor, Harvest Bible Chapel, 
author, and “Walk in the Word” radio 
Bible teacher; Howard Dayton, Co-
founder and CEO, Crown Financial 
Ministries; Gary Chapman, author 
of The Five Love Languages; and Jay 
Strack, president, Student Leadership 

University, among others. Hayes Wick-
er, senior pastor of First Baptist Church 
of Naples, Fla., is this year’s president 
of the SBC Pastors’ Conference.

The Pastors’ Wives session of the 
Pastors’ Conference

The Pastors’ Wives session of 
the Pastors’ Conference, entitled, 
“Strength for the Journey,” will take 
place on Monday beginning at 8:30 at 
the convention center’s Lila Cockrell 
Theatre.

WMU Missions Celebration
The 2007 Woman’s Missionary 

Union Missions Celebration and 
Annual Meeting will kick off at 3 
p.m. Sunday, June 10, at First Baptist 
Church in San Antonio with a joint 
celebration with directors of missions 
for the 300th birthday of Baptist as-
sociations in America.

All who plan to attend the WMU 
Annual Missions Celebration are in-
vited to join in this special occasion in 
appreciation for associational leaders 
and their work throughout the years. 
Wanda Lee, national WMU executive 
director, will be on the program.

Subsequent WMU sessions, be-
ginning at 6:45 p.m. on Sunday, will 
be held at the San Antonio Marriott 
Rivercenter near the city’s famous 
Riverwalk.

All are welcome to this free event; 
no pre-registration is required.

Southern Baptist Evangelists
Proclaiming the Gospel will 

be the theme for the Conference of 
Southern Baptist Evangelists June 8-10 
as they emphasize the Apostle Paul’s 
exhortation in 2 Timothy 4:5 to “Do 
the Work of an Evangelist.”

Ed Stetzer, missiologist and senior 
director of the Center for Missional 

Research at NAMB, will 
be among the featured 
speakers at the evangelists’ 
annual retreat, Friday and 
Saturday, June 8-9, at the 
Marriott Plaza on South Al-
amo Street in San Antonio.

Stetzer is scheduled to 
become director of LifeWay 
Research on June 1 and also 
will serve as LifeWay Chris-
tian Resources’ missiologist 
in residence.

The annual Sunday 
morning worship service 
sponsored by the Confer-
ence of Southern Baptist 
Evangelists will be June 10 
in the Lila Cockrell Theatre 
at the Henry B. Gonzalez 
Convention Center from 
8:45 until noon.

Other meetings
-- Among the events 

scheduled at the conven-
tion center and nearby 
hotels are the annual 
Southern Baptist chaplains’ 
luncheon on June 11 and 
the Ministers’ Wives’ Con-
ference and a FAITH lun-
cheon, both on June 12, the 
opening day of the SBC’s 
two-day annual meeting.

In addition, the fol-
lowing fellowships will be 
meeting during or around 
the annual meeting:

-- the National African 
American Fellowship, be-
ginning at 6 p.m., Sunday, 
June 10 at San Antonio’s 
Macedonia Missinary Bap-
tist Church;

-- the National Hispan-
ic Fellowship of Churches, 
who will be involved in 

several outreach projects followed by 
its annual meeting and celebration 
services at the South San Filadelfia 
Baptist Church and the convention 
center. 

-- the Council of Korean South-
ern Baptist Churches in America will 
gather June 18-20 in Houston at the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel near Bush Inter-
continental Airport.

-- the annual Founders Ministries 
Fellowship Breakfast will be held 
at 6:30 a.m. Tuesday, June 12, in the 
Alamo Ballroom A/B/C/D on Level 
2 of the Marriott Riverwalk in San 
Antonio.

-- GuideStone Financial Resources 
will host its annual annuitant dessert 
reception from 2-2:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, June 13,. Retirees attending the 
SBC annual meeting can stop by the 
GuideStone exhibit and get an admis-
sion ticket for the reception.

For more details, visit online at 
www.sbcannualmeeting.net. 

Compiled by Shannon Baker with reporting 
by Art Toalston, David Lema, Karen Willoughby 

and other Baptist Press staff.

SBC San Antonio: Pray for His Holy Spirit revival, Page urges

SBC Annual Meeting
June 12-13, 2007

Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center
San Antonio, Texas

“LORD, SEND YOUR HOLY SPIRIT”
“And My people who are called by My name humble 

themselves, pray and seek My face, and turn from their evil 
ways, then I will hear from heaven, forgive their sin, and 

heal their land.”  2 Chronicles 7:14 (HCS Bible)
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By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—The good news 
is that churches in Maryland and Dela-
ware are contributing more than ever 
to missions through the Cooperative 
Program (CP), says John Faris, direc-
tor of finance and development for 
the Baptist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware and director of the Baptist 
Foundation of Maryland/Delaware. 

The Cooperative Program is 
Southern Baptists’ method of support-
ing missions and ministry efforts of 
state and regional conventions and 
the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

Individual 
churches decide 
how much they will 
contribute to the 
Cooperative Program 
Their gifts are sent 
to the state conven-
tion whose annual 
meeting messengers 
decide what portion 
is retained to support 
work in their respec-
tive areas and what 
portion is forwarded 
to the Southern Bap-
tist Convention. 

Messengers to 
the annual Southern 
Baptist Convention 
decide how national 
and international 
missions and min-
istries are funded. 
SBC causes include 
work done through 
the North American 
Mission Board, the 
International Mission 
Board, the Ethics and 
Religious Liberties 
Commission, and the 
six Southern Baptist 
seminaries.

As part of the 
BCM/D’s declaration 
of 2007 as the “Year 
of Evaluation,” Faris 
recently completed 
a study of CP giv-
ing over the past 20 
years. He gathered 
data from historical files, annual 
reports, the Annual Church Profile 
(ACP) database, and the BCM/D ac-
counting system and reviews. Most 
data was only available for the past 
five years, but in some cases, there was 
data available for ten and even twenty 
years back. 

His findings do not take in consid-
eration any designated contributions, 
including the annual BCM/D State 
Missions Offering, the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering for International 
Missions, the Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering for North American Missions, 
Southern Baptist World Hunger Fund, 
and other special gifts.

To his surprise, Faris learned 
that CP giving as a percentage of the 
total BCM/D budget is higher than 
ever before, that giving has outpaced 
inflation in recent years, and that the 
average gift per attendee has grown 
significantly.

Nearly ten years ago, experts pre-
dicted that giving by churches would 
decrease as a percentage of the total 
budget of conventions and associations. 
Just the reverse has happen at BCM/D. 

In 1987 churches provided only 
75.5 percent of the BCM/D budget. 
In 2006, they provided 79.3 percent 
of the total budget. (NAMB provides 
about 13 percent; Skycroft and BCM/D 
investments, nearly five percent; and 
LifeWay, one percent).

More specifically, CP giving 
through BCM/D over the past 20 years 
has increased from $2.76 million in 
1987 to $4.95 million in 2006, or 79 

percent (almost four percent per year), 
Faris reported. 

More remarkable is the fact that 
from 1987 to 1996, the increase in CP 
giving was virtually flat at only 10.2 
percent (a mere one percent per year 
average). However, during the past 10 
years, CP giving has increased 58.5 
percent (almost six percent a year on 
average), he said.

The average giving per church 
to CP through BCM/D was $7, 932 
in 1987, dropped to a low of $6,979 in 
1998, and has steadily risen to a high of 
$9,710 per church in 2006. 

Faris noted that to keep pace with 

the 20-year inflation rate, the average 
per church would have had to increase 
to $14,436. 

However, looking at CP giving ver-
sus inflation over the past five- and 10-
year periods, CP increases outstripped 
inflation handily. For the past ten years, 
1997-2006, CP giving through BCM/D 
increased nearly 59 percent while infla-
tion was only 27 percent.

But, the not-so-good news is that 
CP giving in BCM/D churches as a 
percent of a church’s total designated 
giving has declined steadily, falling 
from 8.2 percent in 2001 to 6.7 percent 
in 2006. (Nationally, the percent of des-
ignated giving fell from eight percent 
to six percent giving during this time.)

Fortunately, this has been offset 
somewhat by the starting of new 
churches and the growth of both giv-
ing and attendance in existing BCM/D 
churches, Faris said.

The following figures were re-
ported in the ACP:

-- average worship attendance the 
past six years (2001-2006) in BCM/D 
churches grew from 43,769 to 50,304 
attendees (or nearly 15 percent);  

-- the average gift per attendee 
grew from $20.12 to $27.19 per week (or 
a startling 35 percent)!

-- total undesignated giving dur-
ing those six years increased from 
$45.8 million to $71.1 million or 55 
percent, also startling. 

Additionally, the number of 
churches affiliated with BCM/D has 
grown from 348 to 510 since 1987 (or 47 
percent).

When compared to the Southern 
Baptist Convention as a whole, also us-
ing ACP data, the same figures break 
down as follows: 

-- the average worship attendance 
the past six years in the SBC has grown 
from 5.7 million to 6.1 million attend-
ees (or nearly seven percent, compared 
to the BCM/D’s 15 percent growth); 

-- the average gift per attendee 
grew from $21.63 to $25.98 per week (or 
a 20 percent increase, compared to the 
BCM/D’s 35 percent); 

-- total undesignated giving for 
the national Southern Baptist Conven-
tion during those six years increased 

from $6.5 billion 
to $8.3 billion, a 29 
percent increase 
(compared to 
the BCM/D’s 55 
percent).

Faris sadly 
noted that over 
100 BCM/D 
churches, or 
about 20 percent, 
give nothing to 
missions through 
the CP. This 
coupled with the 
decline in CP as a 
percent of desig-
nated giving gives 
cause for some 
alarm as 75 per-
cent of the BCM/
D’s budget comes 
from dollars given 
to the CP.

Faris won-
ders how much 
more powerfully 
the region and 
the world would 
be impacted 
for Christ if the 
remaining 20 per-
cent of churches 
gave to the Coop-
erative Program 
or if CP as percent 
of designated giv-
ing was still eight 
percent. 

He also noted 
that the BCM/D is 
in the top ten state 
conventions in 

percentage of CP giving forwarded to 
SBC. Forty-one percent of CP received 
is sent to the national Convention for 
use in sending and supporting mis-
sionaries, training pastors, missionar-
ies, and other ministry leaders; pro-
viding relief for retired ministers and 
widows; and addressing social, moral, 
and ethical concerns relating to our 
faith and families, he shared.

Locally, the other 59 percent of CP 
gifts are used to support a wide array 
of ministries and missions including 
the expressed vision of planting new 
churches and strengthening exist-
ing ones, through evangelism efforts, 
missions education and missions trips, 
pastor and church leader training 
events, collegiate, student and chil-
dren’s ministries development, various 
camps, and much more.

Faris said he trusts that Maryland 
and Delaware Baptists will continue 
to be generous givers. He speculated 
that local churches are supporting mis-
sion endeavors in many ways differ-
ent than in the past, but stressed the 
importance of a unified mission effort 
through CP giving.

 “Churches working together can 
have a far greater impact for Christ 
and His Kingdom than can churches 
working individually,” he said. “The 
strength and genius of Southern Bap-
tist missions since 1925 has been the 
Cooperative Program.”

Those interested in learning more 
can contact Faris at jfaris@bcmd.org or 
visit online at www.yourbcmd.org. 

New Cooperative Program study reveals 
surprising findings

BCM/D
June and 

July Events
 

BMRC is the 
Baptist Mission Resource Center 

(formerly the Baptist Center)

JUNE

3  “Sharing in the Joy 
of Women’s Ministry” 
at Friendship Church, 
Sykesville, Md. (ext. 261)

10-11 National WMU 
Meeting in San Antonio, 
Texas

12-13 SBC Convention in 
San Antonio, Texas

17  Happy Father’s Day

17-22  Centrifuge Week 1 
at Skycroft for grades 7-12 
(800-536-6759)

24-29 Centrifuge Week 2 
at Skycroft for grades 7-12 
(800-536-6759)

JULY

1-6 Centrifuge Week 3 
at Skycroft for grades 7-12 
(800-536-6759)

9-13  CentriKid Week 1 
at Skycroft for grades 3-6 
(800-536-6759)

13-15  CentriKid 
Weekend at Skycroft for 
grades 3-6 (800-536-6759)

16-20  CentriKid Week 2 
at Skycroft for grades 3-6 
(800-536-6759)

15-20  Girl’s Camp at 
Camp Wo-Me-To for girls 
grades 4-12 (ext. 231)

20-21  Mother/Daughter 
Camp at Camp Wo-Me-
To (ext. 231)

22-27  YPAC at Skycroft 
for students grades 7-12 
(ext. 253)

27-28  Skycroft Horizons 
2007 at Skycroft (ext. 233)

30- Aug 3  Crosspoint 
at Skycroft for grades 4-8 
(800-536-6759)

For detailed information, 
go to www.yourbcmd.org/

calendar or call 1-800-466-5290 
and dial the extension listed.
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Maryland/Delaware volunteers find New Orleans work surprising

Church or Willow Creek Community 
Church, to attend a worship plan-
ning conference.

Yet, these same leaders need to 
experience personal worship. They 
need to develop as a worshipper, 
musician or technician. They need to 
network with other leaders.

And so Patrick decided to do 
something about it.

Now going into its fourth year, 
Worship Expo brings high caliber 
training to local churches’ worship 
teams. 

Designed as a one-stop shop for 
the whole worship team, Worship 
Expo teamed together with the Bap-
tist Convention of Maryland/Dela-
ware to bring together training for 
on-stage worship leaders and those 
who work behind the scenes.

The training offers professionals 
and volunteers the opportunity to 
deepen their relationship with God, 
to enhance their team camaraderie, 
and to strengthen their musical and 
technical skills.

In April, nearly 400 worship 
leaders from around the region and 
across denominations participated in 
times of intense worship and practi-
cal workshops at Covenant Church in 
Ellicott City, Md.

In separate seminars, God-

dard shared about the adventure of 
worship; media professionals Jason 
Moore and Len Wilson of Midnight 
Oil Productions taught classes in 
worship imagery; Pruskowski shared 
dance workshops that emphasized 
moving from performance to God’s 
presence.

Worship guitarist Karry Godwin 
shared how to pray through one’s 
instrument; Patrick teamed with Kay 
Vaughn to teach piano techniques for 
praise bands; and Del Morgan taught 
how to take vocal ensembles to the 
next level. Others shared resources 
that could be applied to all churches, 
no matter their size.

And in the end, the Jason Lovins 
Band provided a rousing concert to 
close the conference.

“The message that keeps blaring 
out to me is the reformation that is 
going to happen in worship,” noted 
participant Jason Stitt, a lay worship 
leader at First Church, Wheaton.

“It will start IN the church. It will 
move beyond the music and into a 
lifestyle,” he stressed.

Patrick agrees. “People can 
sharpen their skills for God, but the 
heart of worship has to be there first,” 
he said.

For future events, Patrick’s prayer 
is that Worship Expo’s leadership 
team’s focus will remain on God’s 

perspective, particularly in the area 
of selecting faculty who are aligned 
with the organization’s mission to 
provide the best conference possible.

In April 2008, First Church, 
Laurel’s new facility will allow up 
to 800 worship leaders all across the 
Mid-Atlantic to participate in this 
meaningful training event. The next 
Mid-Atlantic Worship Expo will be 
held the last weekend in April on 
Friday, April 25, and Saturday, April 
26, at First Church in Laurel.

For more information, contact 
Patrick at (301) 725-1688, or visit 
online at www.worshipexpo.com, or 
contact Bill Archer at (800) 466-5290, 
ext. 214.

By Marilyn Stewart

NEW ORLEANS (BP)—Teams 
of more than one hundred adults 
and college students from the Mary-
land/Delaware convention, some with 
personal connections, worked in New 
Orleans recently with Southern Baptist 
rebuilding organizations that together 
reported a record-breaking 5,000 vol-
unteers in March. Teams came away 
with surprising results.

“How the flood-affected churches 
are responding to their community 
is impressive,” said John Brittain, 
Arundel Association director of mis-
sions. “We brought back methods and 
ideas that we are going to incorporate 
into what we do here.”

An Arundel Association-spon-
sored team of 30 and 70 students 
from three campuses – University of 
Maryland, Anne Arundel Community 
College and Bowie State University – 
helped local churches with evangelistic 
outreach and worked with volunteer 
organizations rebuilding New Orleans 
area homes.

Arundel’s ministry team went 
door-to-door through the mostly 
deserted neighborhood around Edge-
water Church, Brittain’s home church 
during his seminary years. The church 
and neighborhood were heavily dam-
aged by ten feet of water.

“We were looking to meet their 
needs,” Brittain said. “We asked, ‘Do 
you need debris carried off? Help with 
roofing or plumbing? Are you inter-
ested in a grief recovery group or a 
reduced-food program?’ – we are going 
to use this approach to revamp some of 
our own ideas.”

“If all the volunteers do is carry 
home a new passion for reaching the 
lost, it would be worth the trip. But 
they gain so much more,” said John 
L. Yeats, Southern Baptist recording 
secretary and director of communica-
tions for the Louisiana Baptist Conven-
tion. “Every volunteer that works with 
our churches in the New Orleans area 
make a huge difference for the king-
dom of God. When they leave, they 
experience the satisfaction of knowing 
they have touched lives and helped a 

local church accomplish its vision of 
reaching their community. We pray 
that Southern Baptists will continue to 
help touch this city for Christ.”

Jeffrey Buffkin, University of 
Maryland Baptist Collegiate Minister, 
helped organize the spring break colle-
giate team that worked with Operation 
N.O.A.H. (New Orleans Area Homes) 
Rebuild and Baptist Crossroads, a part-
nership of First Baptist Church of New 
Orleans and Habitat for Humanity.  

“God works through people and as 
Christians, we are called to be servants 
in such a way that our service is over-
whelming to others,” Buffkin said. 

Operation NOAH reported that its 
2,400 volunteers put in an equivalent of 
more than half a million dollars worth 
of man-hours and labor in March. 
NOAH is a partnership of the North 
American Mission Board, Louisiana 
Baptists and other Baptist state conven-
tions with a goal of rebuilding 1,000 
homes during a two-year commitment.  

Baptist Crossroads has completed 
30 new homes since Katrina and is 
working towards a five-year goal of 
building 300 new homes in a disad-
vantaged section of the city. Some 
members of both the Arundel and the 
collegiate teams were part of the crew 
of 900 volunteers at Crossroads.

University of Maryland sophomore 
Cooper Lindel said of the trip that “it’s 

easy to focus on myself and my classes 
– this was a reminder that it’s about 
Jesus, it’s not about me.”

Dale Puckett, youth pastor at Faith 
Church, Glen Burnie, Md., along with 
Brittain, is an alumnus of New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary. Puckett 
graduated and moved from New Or-
leans six weeks before the storm.

“We have seen how God has used 
the storm to impact people’s lives,” 
Puckett said.  “They are much more 
open to the gospel.”

Puckett said that he and his wife, 
Christa, struggled with having been 
spared from the storm when many of 
their friends lost everything. But Puck-
ett now sees that God put them in a 
position to provide for others and lead 
teams of volunteers to the city to help.

“God has blessed us and we 
know why,” Puckett said. “Only to 
help others.”

Team members stopped their door-
to-door survey to help two families 
who were hauling ruined ceiling raf-
ters, flooring and concrete fence posts 
out to the curb in order to beat the 
deadline for free curbside pick-up.

“We live in a day and time when 
we really do need to minister to 
people’s needs in order for them to 
understand that we care,” said David 
Orr, pastor of Weems Creek Church, 
Annapolis, Md.  “We establish credibil-

ity with people through what we do.”
Arundel’s ministry team prayer-

walked through Edgewater’s neigh-
borhood and led a Backyard Bible 
Club at Grace Baptist Church in 
Bywater, a historic section of the city 
adjacent to the Mississippi River and 
the French Quarter.

First Church of Kent Island mem-
bers, Doris Jordan and Mildred Dashi-
ell, whose 30-year friendship makes 
them “like sisters,” said they were 
surprised by the devastation still there.

“I can only imagine what the 
people are going through,” Jordan said. 
Dashiell added, “It’s heartbreaking to 
look in a school at the awful mess and 
yet see the children’s names still on the 
door and things they made hanging in 
the room.”

Becky Chambless of Severna 
Park Church prayed with a Christian 
woman who was struggling. 

“As I can imagine, your faith can 
waiver and you can get discouraged. 
I think it helps them to know people 
care and are still praying for them.”

Anne Arundel Community Col-
lege student, Mark Bacolod, led the col-
legiate team in their closing devotional 
by referencing the Nehemiah account 
of the rebuilding of Jerusalem and 
said, “It’s not about the sheetrock, it’s 
not about the floor jousts, it’s not about 
the roofing – it’s about the people.”

For information on volunteer-
ing with Operation NOAH, call (504) 
362-4601 or (877) 934-0808. For Baptist 
Crossroads, call (504) 482-5775.

Marilyn Stewart is a correspondent 
for the Louisiana Baptist Convention 

Communications Team.

June Holland, BCM/D missionary for Bible teaching/Sunday school and children’s 
ministries, Mildred Dashiell, Doris Jordan and Becky Chambless rejoice over the 
opportunity to minister to children during a spring missions trip to New Orleans.

Mid-Atlantic Worship Expo brings worship 
and high caliber skills training

The presentations listed below are 
available at bcmd.e-quip.net.

• Building a Single Adult Ministry
• Burn Out and Stress in Ministry I
• Burn Out and Stress in Ministry II
• Character
• Cross Evangelism I
• Cross Evangelism II
• Dealing with Disappointment
• Developing and Training Leaders 

for Single Adult Ministry
• Empowering Kingdom Growth I
• Empowering Kingdom Growth II
• Evangelism with Passion
• Holistic Character Ethics
• I Want What She’s Having
• Important Issues in Single Adult 

Ministry
• Kingdom Matrix
• Leaders Change Culture
• Leaders who Multiply Leaders
• Making Videos for e-quip.net
• Mentoring and Senior Adults
• MSC Support School Biblical 

Principles
• MSC Support School Introduction
• MSC Support School New 

Testament Example
• Multiplication
• Partnerships and Volunteers
• Polishing Your Powerpoint 

Presentation
• Reconnecting Church with Today’s 

Culture
• So, You Have Been Called…
• Starting a Ministry with Single 

Adults
• Starting a Small Group Ministry
• Teaching Children to Pray
• The Case for Small Groups

E-quip.net 
online training 
opportunities 

available today

Continued from page 1
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Board (NAMB) is distributing world-
wide showing the need in Baltimore 
and extending an invitation to come 
aboard and be a part of “embracing” 
Baltimore. 

E-quip.net is now available, offer-
ing churches an opportunity to pro-
vide online training for its leaders any 
time it’s convenient for them, in the 
comfort of their own homes. Ten state 
conventions, including BCM/D, have 
joined in the online learning commu-
nity. This innovative training site can 
be accessed by going to www.bcmd.
e-quip.net. (For more information, see 
last month’s edition of BaptistLIFE 
or go to the BCM/D website at www.
yourBCMD.org)

Lee said the convention is con-
tinuing to look at 2007 as the year of 
evaluation. 

“We are committed to ongoing 
evaluation and improvement. [Jesus] 
gave his best for us; we can do no 
less than to give our best in service to 
him,” he said. 

Financial Report
John Faris, BCM/D chief financial 

officer, said the convention ended 2006 
with a 7 percent increase in Coopera-
tive Program receipts to  $4,952,070, the 
largest CP giving ever.

“We’re right on the verge of hit-
ting the $5 million dollar mark in 
Cooperative Program giving in 2007,” 
Faris said. 

A $52,070 overage was split, send-
ing 75 percent to the Southern Baptist 
Convention and retaining 25 percent 
in Maryland/Delaware.

Faris said the convention ended 
the year at 98.8 percent of the budget 
projection.

This year CP giving got off to a 
rocky start, he said. January was flat; 
February was 5.5 percent behind, but 
it turned around in March going 14 
percent ahead of last year, putting us 
2.9 percent ahead for the first quarter 
in CP giving.

Faris said this year’s budget so far 
is right on target.

Administrative Committee Report
Fred Dyer, administrative com-

mittee chair, and pastor of White 
March Church, brought the commit-
tee’s report and recommendations 
to the GMB. Members unanimously 
approved changing the BCM/D staff 
organizational model, adding a new 
collegiate evangelism strategy, and 
entering into a new partnership with 
Kentucky. Members also approved 
exploring future options for Baptist 
Mission Resource Center. 

The new BCM/D organizational 
structure includes merging the execu-
tive and planning teams to form a 
new seven-person leadership team 
comprised of the executive director, 
associate executive director and lead-
ers of the five strategy teams who will 
now be comprised of full-time BCM/D 
staff persons. 

“Acts 1:8” was also added to the 
organization’s vision statement since, 
Lee said, it is the driving force of the 
convention. The new mission state-
ment now reads as follows: “The 
Baptist Convention of Maryland/Dela-
ware will intentionally assist in the 
starting and strengthening of congre-
gations so that together we can fulfill 
Jesus’ commands in Matt. 28:18-20 and 
Acts 1:8.”

A new collegiate ministry strat-
egy was approved. It stresses part-
nership with local churches and/or as-
sociations to reach students for Christ. 
BCM/D will resource the partners 

based on specific criteria, including 
having a strategic plan, providing a 
staff point person and contributing 
financially to the ministry as pre-
scribed by the strategy. 

Members approved a new part-
nership with the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention beginning in 2008. Lee 
explained it will be similar to the 
previous partnership with the  Missis-
sippi Baptist Convention which will 
be completed at the end of 2007. Paul 
Langston, Ogletown Church, said that 
since it was reported that the Ken-
tucky Convention had earlier that day 
“enthusiastically” approved the new 
partnership, we should let them know 
we also enthusiastically approve.  It 
was unanimously approved by con-
sensus (with enthusiasm).

Looking ahead, members autho-
rized the executive team to pursue fu-
ture options for 
the Baptist Mis-
sion Resource 
Center and bring 
recommenda-
tions to the Sep-
tember General 
Mission Board 
meeting. Those 
options include 
(1) to refurbish 
the building,  (2) 
sell 25 percent of 
the current facil-
ity and refurbish 
the balance, (3) 
building a new 
state of the art 
facility on land 
owned by a 
BCM/D church 
or (4) relocating 
by buying land 
and building or 
purchasing a 
smaller facility. 

“For us this 
is a stewardship 
issue,” David Lee 
said. 

“When Jesus 
arrives and steps 
off a cloud, I 
don’t think the first thing he’s going to 
want to do is have us bring him to the 
Baptist Mission Resource Center. He’s 
going to want to see what we’ve done 
with our resources,” Lee said. 

John Faris, convention treasurer 
and chief financial officer,  explained 
that the building needs repairs and 
significant refurbishing. The mission-
ary staff is out of the building work-
ing with the churches most of the 
time. Faris said that the third option 
above was the preferred option at this 
point which would be to partner with 
a local church willing to share extra 
land on which to build a new facility, 
share parking and possibly church 
facilities.

Reports from the Field
Steve Johnson, pastor, Mars Hill 

Church, said his church recently had 
a note-burning service celebrating the 
pay-off of a $270,000 mortgage seven 
years early.

Dennis Kim, pastor, Global Mis-
sion Church, said the church plans to 
relocate to facilities with 120 acres of 
land. Global Mission, while fundrais-
ing for its new building project, took 
up an offering and was able to help 
out a new Vietnamese Church that 
needed $20,000. 

Paul Langston, Ogletown Church 
member, said the church broke 
ground this month for a new expan-
sion project. 

Larry Malizzi, Faith Southern 

Church, said the church has part-
nered with Perryville Church to do 
missions in Mexico, but this year 
will go it alone for the first time. The 
church is also “in the black” for its 
second year. He believes the missions 
emphasis has been central to church 
growth and reinvigoration. 

David Phillips, pastor of Mission 
Fellowship Church, said the church 
has adopted a city in Vietnam for 
missions and should have two church 
plants by July. 

Christopher Gudmundsson, pas-
tor of First Church, Dundalk, said 
he was blessed by seeing a Nepalese 
Church praise team at a recent prayer 
conference. 

Report from Agencies/Committees
Baptist Family & Children’s 

Services executive director, Bob 
Gerstmyer, said 
there are now 50 
children in treat-
ment care. BFCS 
has expanded 
to the Eastern 
Shore and by 
fall they hope 
to place their 
first child in that 
area in treat-
ment care.

Six churches 
in Baltimore are 
having “Bug 
Off” (Bring-
ing Useful 
Gifts,  Offering 
Forgiveness 
Forever) stores 
offering season-
al assistance to 
those in need. In 
the fall, they’ll 
distribute school 
supplies and 
at Christmas 
they’ll open for 
holiday gift buy-
ing. Needy fami-
lies will be able 
to shop in the 
stores for $1 or 

one canned good per child. Gerstmyer 
encourages all churches to take part 
by collecting supplies. David Childs, 
a member of Long Green Church, has 
donated warehouse space to store the 
supplies. For more information, call 
(410) 872-1050.

John Faris reported for the Baptist 
Foundation of Maryand/Delaware. 
The foundation is now managing $9.6 
million worth of funds with $6.2 mil-
lion in endowments and $3.3 million 
in loans to local churches.

 The Foundation realized a five-
year annualized return of 7.1 percent, 
which Faris said is good because there 
has been an up and down market for 
most of the past five years. 

 
Strategy Team Reports

Bob Simpson, BCM/D chief oper-
ating officer, introduced David Moore 
for the Congregational Develop-
ment Team report. Moore encouraged 
churches to send their leaders to the 
Horizons Conference at Skycroft this 
coming July.  Moore then introduced 
two sub reports from the team.

Brian Patrick, associate pastor of 
worship, First Church, Laurel, shared 
his excitement about the success of 
the recent Worship Expo convened at 
Covenant Church, Ellicott City. There 
were 350 participants from 40 differ-
ent churches. Patrick showed a film 
clip of the event. Plans are all ready 
under way for the 2008 event. 

Maina Mwaura, BCM/D mission-

ary for student and children evange-
lism, showed a clip from the recent 
Youth Evangelism Conference. He 
said over 850 students attended and 
72 kids came to know Christ. Next 
year’s event will be held in Baltimore. 

David Jackson, BCM/D mission-
ary for church multiplication, report-
ing for the Church Multiplication 
Team, said there will be a three-day 
training event to equip house church 
planters for the first time ever in our 
convention. 

Jackson introduced Robert Kim, 
who is serving as BCM/D’s Asian 
missionary. Kim said he wants to help 
Asian churches to synergize in the 
advancement of all of God’s kingdom. 
He noted and affirmed the earlier 
report of Global Mission Church’s 
sacrificial giving to help their sister 
Vietnamese church. 

Ad Hoc Committees
Bruce Revel, director of mis-

sions for  Eastern Baptist Association, 
reporting for the Affiliation Commit-
tee, submitted First Church, Garrison 
Boulevard, for approval to be accepted 
into the convention. GMB members 
unanimously approved. 

Steve Johnson, pastor, Mars Hill 
Church, reporting for the Ministe-
rial Scholarship Committee, said two 
scholarships were given, one to Jim 
Jefferies from Welsh Church, Frost-
burg, and one to John Lee, a member 
of Emmanuel Church, White Marsh. 

David Jackson, reporting for 
Strengthening Churches Grants 
Committee, said about 65 requests 
were submitted this year with many 
wonderful outreach ideas. Twenty-
two were funded. Those churches 
will report back on how they use the 
funds. 

Other Business
Bill Simpson, executive director of 

Open Door Community Development 
Corporation, thanked the convention 
and said everyone has been very help-
ful. He said it has been a good year 
of partnering with the police, school 
system and churches.

Louis Paradiso, pastor of First 
Church, Brooklyn, is working in 
partnership with Open Door. “They 
can do things we can’t,” Paradiso said, 
such as working with city officials. 
Working with Open Door, he said, has 
offered the church opportunities they 
didn’t have before. And it has invigo-
rated and excited the church spiritu-
ally.  Open Door and FBC, Brooklyn 
are hosting a sports camp, a children’s 
performing arts camp and other com-
munity ministries this summer.

“I would urge you to pray to 
about personally being involved with 
Open Door,” David Lee said. 

Open Door is embarking on a full 
summer of community ministry and 
seeks church partners to supply much 
needed support both volunteer and 
financial.   For more information on 
how to partner with Open Door, con-
tact Bill Simpson at (443) 250-6910.

President’s Remarks 
BCM/D president, Rick Hancock, 

closed the session by having all of the 
BCM/D staff present in the room to 
stand and be acknowledged.  

He then asked the GMB mem-
bers to find a BCM/D staff person 
and pray for them directly.  President 
Hancock then concluded this season 
of prayer with his own benediction.  

The next GMB meeting will be 
September 11, 2007 at the Baptist Mis-
sion Resource Center.

GMB “enthusiastically” approves new partnership and BCM/D 
leadership model
Continued from page 1

Ronnie Stanley, GMB vice president, led 
the devotion based upon Acts 17:16-23 at 
the May � GMB meeting.
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By Bob Gerstmyer
Executive Director

Baptist Family & Children’s Services

As this article is being written, 
two of our Family Treatment 
Managers are at court with a 

CHOSEN child and his foster family. 
Attending court is a regular occur-
rence for children and workers in the 
foster care system. This day is unusual 
though. This young man is being 
adopted by his foster parents. He is 
eight years old and has been living in 
his present home for two years. His 
new parents are not first time adop-
tive parents. They have also welcomed 
permanently into their home two 
other CHOSEN children. The Lord has 
blessed us all as we have given three 
children a new start.  We have obeyed 
the call “to visit orphans and widows 
in their distress…”

The word “visit” means more than 
going to see them with a plate of choc-
olate chip cookies. It means to impart 
new life. The widow at Nain (Luke 7:11-
17) was burying her son when Jesus 
approached the funeral procession and 
raised her son. The people there were 
gripped by fear and glorified God say-
ing “…God has visited His people!” In 

other words Jesus imparted new life. 
In First Samuel (2:21) God “visited” 
Hannah after she dedicated Samuel to 
the Lord. As a result she conceived and 
had three more sons and two daugh-
ters. He imparted new life!

Jesus still has the power to impart 
new life, to bring the dead to life and 
the barren to fruitfulness. Children 
who are damaged by 
abuse and neglect can 
experience new life. 
Three of them are in the 
process now as loving 
“parents” commit them-
selves to be bearers of a 
new start. These parents 
are following their call-
ing from the Lord as they 
open their door to chil-
dren in great distress and 
need. The children are 
now in a loving Christian 
family and are grow-
ing physically, mentally 
socially and spiritually. 

We have such an opportunity to 
minister among the “distressed”, be-
lieving that God’s power can transform 
them and us as we advance His King-
dom. A church in a distressed com-
munity believed God wanted them 

to stay there to impart new life to the 
residents. One young woman in the 
community who was addicted to crack 
cocaine, would sell her body for sex 
to buy more crack cocaine. She talks 
about the emptiness and void inside 
that she would attempt to fill up with 
drugs.  She “found” Christ through a 
TV evangelist and then a few weeks 

later showed up on the 
doorstep of this church. 
They did not shun her as a 
prostitute or “crack head.” 
They loved her and believed 
that God had begun a new 
work in her. God visited 
this young woman through 
the TV evangelist and that 
church and imparted new 
life and fruitfulness to her. 

So far several churches 
from Baltimore, the Eastern 
Shore and Delaware have 
committed to serving the 
distressed in their com-

munities through a partnership with 
Baptist Family and Children’s Services. 
Many other churches and individuals 
are joining them and us to support this 
endeavor. We will start this process 
with “BUGOFF” (Bring Useful Gifts, 
Offer Forgiveness Forever) stores in 

each of the churches. The churches will 
be supplied with back to school sup-
plies in August and Christmas gifts in 
December. 

Parents in the communities 
around the churches will be invited to 
shop at a nominal cost (on dollar per 
child or one canned good per child). 
We have begun asking churches to 
collect the supplies needed to stock the 
stores. Would you be willing to enlist 
your church to help? Let us know by 
contacting Julie at our offices at 1-
800-621-8834, ext. 103.

We are called by God to reach 
our world for Christ. Our world is in 
crisis. We see it every day in the lives 
of children, the elderly and families. In 
many ways it is similar to what Jesus 
encountered in his day. People in crisis 
flocked to Him and he responded with 
compassion, giving them hope for this 
life and the next. We follow Jesus, serv-
ing people in distress, treating them as 
we would want to be treated, provid-
ing them with help, hope and healing.  
We are imparting new life. 

How might God be calling you to 
impart new life?  God is calling you. 
Will you respond?

Bringing the dead back to life

By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—Spring is 
here and the boys are playing base-
ball and the young, middle aged and 
then some are playing church softball 
– hence the smell of hotdogs and Ben 
Gay. Churches everywhere embrace 
the All-American game to encour-
age fellowship and have a good time. 
Within that game, as well as all sports, 
lays the opportunity to not only win 
trophies, but to win souls. 

“If we’re the church we need to 
be the church and share the gospel 
because that’s why we’re here. Time 
is short and we need to be engaging 
the culture with the gospel and this is 
a great opportunity to do that,” John 
Garner, recreation sports ministry 
specialist at LifeWay, said. 

Garner said there are many ways 
to reach out with sports, such as 
softball. Some churches, he said, play 
on church leagues and out of 15 spots 
leave six or seven openings for non-
members. 

“The team leadership and other 
players need to be attentive to the 
spiritual needs of the non-members,” 
Garner said. Hopefully team members 
befriend them, build relationships 
with those people and eventually get 
opportunities to share the gospel. 

Other churches form teams, usu-
ally with guys who want to compete at 
a higher, more competitive level, and 
enter a local secular league. Garner said 
that’s a great chance to be a witness. 

“They go out to the other team 
and say, ‘You know what, we’re go-
ing to meet on the mound and have 
prayer’ and ask for prayer requests. 
Usually the other team will come to 
the mound with them. Some of the 
Christian guys will say ‘pray for my 
child, he’s been sick or pray for my 
mom.’ Pretty soon the other guys 
begin to share prayer requests. That’s 
being a light in the darkness. It’s be-
ing in the world but not of the world,” 
Garner said. 

There are all sorts of ways to 
minister through sports, Garner said. 
Taking a tip from Upward Basketball, 
churches can use practices to incorpo-
rate Bible study and testimony time. 

Other family members can use 
the time as spectators to befriend non-
Christians who come to watch. The 

church can provide childcare during 
games that incorporates Bible stories. 

Some churches use their sports to 
encourage members. At First Church, 
Waldorf, new members, contacted 
through the church’s GROW ministry, 
are referred to David Bowler, the soft-
ball coach, if he or she has an interest 
in sports. Bowler said playing softball 
is a great way to break the ice with 
new people. They may be uncomfort-
able beginning to start conversations, 
but when they get on a softball team it 
just comes natural. 

 “I can think of a couple spe-

cific circumstances where it helped 
break the ice. It’s been valuable in 
that respect,” Bowler said. 

The team prays before and after 
the opening pitch. Players often go 
out after the games for some food 
and that helps people get to know 
each other better, Bowler said. 

“All of a sudden churches 
are finding great impact through 
sports. 

“Time is short,” John Garner 
said. “We have to be engaging the 
culture with the gospel. This is one 
way to do it.” 

Take me out to the ballgame...tell me about the Lord

WARNING:
Weekend Warriors 

Beware
Ask around in any church soft-

ball circle, and you’ll hear the stories 
– the torn ligaments, broken bones 
and bruised egos. 

But it’s so much fun!
John Garner, recreation sports 

ministry specialist at LifeWay, said 
it’s a rite of spring - every year the 45-
year-old men come out still thinking 
their bodies are that of 25-year-old 
men. It’s a rude awakening. 

“I’ve experienced it personally 
– the pulled muscles, ligaments and 
an ankle injury. I finally realized 
I don’t need to be doing this to my 
body,” he said, sighing. 

“At some point, brains have to 
take over testosterone.” 

Garner said the opportunities 
for fellowship and ministry are great 
in church sports leagues. Those who 
bravely step up to the plate should be 
careful to check with their physicians 
first. 

“You have to get back into it 
slowly,” Bernie Moore, Cresthill 
Church member, personal trainer and 
editor of the Cresthill’s newsletter’s 
fitness column. 

“Warm up with aerobic activity 
before you stretch,” Moore said. 

There are alternatives for those 
who feel a little too mature, or not 
physically up to the demands of the 
regular sports. Garner said there are 
great ways to still offer opportunities 
– half court basketball and leagues 
or game nights designed for older 
players. 

The older guys don’t need to play 
with the flat bellies,” Garner said 
laughing. 

Garners emphasizes that softball, 
or other sports ministry organizers 
need to create waivers, not just for 
the older folks, but for everyone, and 
they need to check with local gov-
ernment officials to make sure the 
church is adequately covered. 

LifeWay has resources available 
on their website to help churches 
interested in learning more about 
sports ministry, setting up leagues, 
etc. at www.lifeway.com/recsports.

2 Columns x 3 inches 



ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
— Colesville Baptist Church is seek-
ing an Administrative Assistant for 
part-time work, 20 hours per week. 
Please call (301) 384-9153.

ASSOCIATE PASTOR – Greenridge 
Baptist Church is seeking appli-
cants for a full time Associate Pastor 
responsible for outreach and disciple-
ship.  Applicants for this exciting and 
challenging opportunity must have 
both undergraduate and graduate de-
grees.  Information about the position 
profile and the church are available 
on line at www.greenridgebaptist.
org.  Click on “Employment” link. 
Resumes may be sent to: resume@
greenridgebaptist.org or GBC Church 
Office, P.O. Box 419, Clarksburg, Md 
20871.  Please inquire at (301) 972-0271.

CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
DIRECTOR —Greenridge Baptist 
Church, Clarksburg, seeks qualified 
Christian applicants to lead its daily 
ministry to children and parents. 
This is a full-time position. Interested 
applicants should submit a resume 
with references to the Office Manager:  
jnassef@greenridgebaptist.org or to 
Greenridge Baptist Church, PO Box 
419, Clarksburg, MD  20871. 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC — (part time 
position) Colesville Baptist Church 
in Silver Spring, Md., is looking for 
a spiritually mature believer to lead 
the church’s music ministries. Quali-
ties looked for include: ability and 

aptitude to plan and lead worship for 
a diverse congregation with a blended 
worship style; ability and aptitude to 
develop the potential of the individu-
als who comprise the music ministries 
at the church. Please inquire at (301) 
384 9153.

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC — (part-time) 
Long Green Baptist is a fellowship of 
believers committed to glorifying God 
by intentionally and creatively mak-
ing disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
joy of all peoples.  We are currently 
seeking a dynamic Director of Music 
to lead our music ministry, which in-
cludes Sunday morning worship and 
special seasonal presentations. 

We currently enjoy a blended 
style of worship including traditional 
hymns and contemporary praise. The 
successful candidate will possess mu-
sical skills and abilities that include 
vocal leadership and instrumental 
proficiency. Please submit resume 
and/or inquiries to David Opdahl at 
dwopdahl@comcast.net.

MINISTER OF MUSIC & YOUTH 
— Liberty Baptist Church in Lisbon, 
Maryland is prayerfully seeking 
an individual who will passion-
ately serve as its full time Minister of 
Music & Youth. We are an evangeli-
cal Southern Baptist Church which 
incorporates various styles of music 
into its worship experience. We are a 
small church (120 in worship) located 
in the growing mission field of central 
Maryland. Please submit resumes to 

Liberty Baptist Church, P.O. Box 9, 
Lisbon, MD 21765 Attn: Mike Bright 
or fax to (410) 489-4174 or e-mail to 
liberty.baptist@netzero.net.

PASTOR — Bethany Baptist Church 
of Wilmington, DE is seeking a Pastor 
to lead our Southern Baptist church 
of 142 active members. Our mission 
is to glorify and praise God, reach 
others for Christ, affirm and care for 
others, cultivate relationships, and 
equip people for God’s service. We 
are seeking the man God has called to 
Bethany to lead and shepherd God’s 
people and teach His Word. 

Candidate should be ordained, 
with experience in leading a congre-
gation. A Masters of Divinity degree 
(M.Div.) is preferred. Send your 
resume with references to Bethany 
Baptist Church, 410 Denver Road, 
Newport, DE 19804, Attn: Chairman 
Pastor Search Committee. www.beth-
anydelaware.org.

SCIENCE TUTOR — Science tu-
tor needed for 2007-2008 Christian 
homeschool tutorial in Pasadena/
Severna Park area. This is a one-day a 
week classroom situation. Tutor will 
teach l-l/2 hour lesson and assign 
work for the week. Education, signifi-
cant knowledge and/or experience 
required. For more information call 
Sharon Mager, (410) 544-3848 or email 
srmwriter@hotmail.com.

YOUTH INTERN/LEADER—First 
Baptist Church of Beltsville is seeking 

a man or married couple for a youth 
leadership position. The applicant 
needs no prior experience, but must 
be spiritually led and committed to 
the discipleship of youth. Respon-
sibilities include organizing and 
implementing youth Bible study and 
activities on Sundays and Wednesday 
evenings, teaching Sunday School in 
rotation with lay leaders, and plan-
ning an additional monthly event. 

The intern will work closely 
with the pastor and lay youth work-
ers in planning and implementation 
of programs. A stipend is available. 
Interested applicants please send a re-
sume and cover letter to First Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 1548, Beltsville, MD 
20704-1548, churchoffice@FBCBelts-
ville.org or contact the church office at 
(301) 937-7771.

WORSHIP LEADER — (part-time) 
New Hope Community Church of 
Pasadena/Baltimore, Md., seeks an 
experienced worship leader to lead 
contemporary, artsy worship services 
on Saturday nights. The successful 
candidate will love the Lord, first and 
foremost, and will seek to lead others 
into a lifestyle of worship. Contact 
Senior Pastor Larry Baker at (443) 
463-7102 for more information or visit 
online at www.yournewhope.org.

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX YOUR AD 
Deadlines are the second Friday 
of each month for the following 
month’s issue. Classified advertising 
is 75 cents per word ($1�.00 
minimum) for BCM/D churches 
and church members; �5 cents per 
word ($20.00 minimum) for non-
profit organizations; and �5 cents 
per word ($25.00 minimum) for 
commercial organizations. Word 
count does not include words with 
two letters or less. Contact us for 
display ad pricing. 

Acceptance of advertising does 
not constitute an endorsement 
of any advertiser’s products or 
services.

To Place an Ad
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Sundays at 8:30am EST

The Trinity Broadcasting Network 
(DIRECT TV Ch. 372)

The Church Channel (DIRECT TV 
Ch. 371)

(Consult local cable affiliates in your 
area for channel allocations)

XM Satellite Radio 
Family Talk Channel 170
Saturdays at 8:30pm EST

Dr. James Merritt 
is the Senior Pastor 
of Cross Pointe, The 
Church at Gwinnett 
Center in Duluth, Ga. 
His uncompromising 
preaching and leader-
ship have brought 
phenomenal growth 
to the church where thousands attend 
each week. He is a past-President of 
the Southern Baptist Convention and 
is a noted author and speaker. He and 
his wife Teresa have been married for 
30 years and have three sons; James, 
Jr., Jonathan and Joshua. The Merritts 
reside in Dacula, Ga. 

Dr. Merritt is the speaker for 
Touching Lives which reaches mil-
lions around the world every week. His 
ability to apply Biblical principles to 
the problems and concerns of everyday 
life has made Touching Lives one of the 
most popular and respected broadcast 
ministries across the nation and around 
the world.

For on-line training, 
go to: 

bcmd.e-quip.net
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