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The whole world at our front 
door: partnerships bring focus

When people 
look at missions, 
basically the whole 
world stands 
before them, 
from their front 

door all the way to the ends of the 
earth. That’s a bit overwhelming, 
acknowledges Freddy Parker. But, 
in order to help us focus and have 
significant impact for Christ, we 
form partnerships with strategic 
regions of the world, he says.  
Page 5

Author Nancy Leigh DeMoss 
shares with 
ministers’ wives
Author and radio 
personality Nancy 
Leigh DeMoss 
addressed a sellout 
crowd of 1,500 at the 
June 12 Ministers’ 

Wives’ Luncheon during the 
Southern Baptist Convention annual 
meeting in San Antonio.  Page 6

Riva Trace joins Club Dust in 
ministering to 
‘third world 
country’ just 
south of the 
border

Several miles from the United States 
border, families, mostly women 
and children, are living in makeshift 
homes held up by garage doors with 
tarp overhead, dirt floors and no 
running water. Members from Riva 
Trace Church in Annapolis have been 
helping these families... Page 8

On the Web...
•  Broken Before the Throne Prayer 

Conference 2007, Westview 
Baptist Church, Martinsburg, 
W.V., Nov. 3-11

•  How the Cooperative Program 
Works: Know how your money is 
being spent...
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By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

DELMAR, Md.—Eastern 
Association churches touched 
the lives of over 200 American 
soldiers stationed throughout 
the world, including Japan, 
Hawaii, and Iraq. Associa-
tional WMU director, Maime 
Hastings, a member of First 
Church, Delmar, saw informa-
tion about a program called 
“LifeBox,” originated through 
LifeWay. 

According to LifeWay’s 
website, the program began 
as a way to encourage soldiers 
and to provide them with some 
positive pastime materials they can use 
during the downtimes when they’re 
awaiting orders. LifeWay became aware 
of the need when some of the Chris-
tian soldiers contacted them to see if 
LifeWay could supply resources. 

LifeWay responded by partnering 
with associations to begin a program 
with churches to collect Christian 
magazines and CD’s, along with 
snacks, candy, toiletry items, socks 
and other small gifts to send to the 

soldiers. Each box, lovingly assembled 
and prayed over by church members 
also included personal notes. 

Maime Hastings jumped at the 
idea. Her husband was in the military 
and served in Turkey and Alaska. 
Maime was with him and knew the 
struggles.

“It means a lot to get a pack-
age like that when you’re away from 
home,” she said. 

Hastings began organizing the 
program right away. It was February, 

and the goal was to get the boxes to 
the soldiers for Easter. There wasn’t 
much time. She began contacting East-
ern Association churches, and they 
overwhelmingly responded. About 
20 churches brought altogether 248 
boxes to the Association’s On Mission 
celebration. 

Each box had to have customs 
paperwork taken care of before it was 
sealed. Hastings had the boxes all 

Eastern Association churches 
send ‘LifeBoxes’ to soldiers 

Continued on page 6

By Michael Foust

SAN ANTONIO (BP)--Southern 
Baptists meeting in San Antonio June 
12-13 re-elected Frank Page as presi-
dent, focused on a call for repentance 
and passed a motion identifying 
the Baptist Faith and Message as 
the denomination’s “only consensus 
statement of doctrinal beliefs” while 
saying it’s not a creed, but a guide.

The pastor of First Church in 
Taylors, S.C., Page was elected unop-
posed, one year after he surprised 
many observers by being elected on 
the first ballot in a three-man race. 
Page this year used his first presiden-
tial address to say the denomination 
must repent of its “hubris” and “arro-
gance” in order to hope for revival.

With more than 8,600 messen-
gers in attendance, it was the first 
annual meeting held in San Antonio 
since 1988. 

“For 30 years we’ve been trying 
to raise baptism levels among non-
revived churches among non-revived 
people who’ve lost their passion for 
the lost,” said Page, adding he was 
paraphrasing longtime evangelism 
professor Roy Fish. “But interestingly 
enough, we’ve become strangely pas-
sionate about our own agendas.... [We 
should ask ourselves,] ‘Why am I not 
as deeply passionate about the lost?’

“... I have seen a factionalism that 
deeply disturbs me, and I have asked 
Baptists across this land, ‘Although we 
have ... significant differences, would 
you take my hand and work with me 
in the winning of the lost to Jesus and 
the winning of this world to Christ?’”

The following day, messengers 
unanimously passed a resolution 
calling on Southern Baptists to 
“humble ourselves in individual and 
corporate repentance” and urging 
the denomination “to embrace a 
spirit of repentance, pursue face-to-

face reconciliation where necessary, 
and enter into a time of fasting and 
prayer for the lost.”

California pastor Rob Zinn 
preached the convention sermon and 
delivered a similar message, saying, 

WRAP-UP: SBC messengers 
focus on repentance, Page 
reelected to second term

Messengers to the 150th annual session of the Southern Baptist Convention 
elected officers June 12-13 in San Antonio, Texas. Officers are (from left): John 
Yeats, interim pastor of Ridge Avenue Church in West Monroe, La., and commu-
nications director for the Louisiana Baptist Convention, as recording secretary; 
Jim Richards, executive director of the Southern Baptists of Texas Convention, 
first vice president; Frank Page, pastor of First Church in Taylors, S.C., president; 
Eric Redmond, pastor of Hillcrest Church in Temple Hills, Md., as second vice 
president; and Jim Wells, director of missions for the Tri-County Association in 
southwest Missouri and a member of Hopedale Church in Ozark, as registration 
secretary.  Photo by Matthew Miller.
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When I 
growup, 
I want to 

be like ________
____.” You fill in 
the blank. All of us 
have either heard 
or made that state-
ment. 

I have a sug-
gestion. Let’s 
become like Barn-
abas. We know that 
Barnabas was an 

encourager in the life of the Apostle 
Paul. What I read about Barnabas, 
however, leads me to believe that 
encouraging was more of a lifestyle 
than a single event for him.

Let’s become encouragers like 
Barnabas.

Encourage your pastors. You may 
not be aware of this, but it is hard 
to serve on a church staff. There are 
privileges beyond measure. But there 
are also burdens to bear that some-
one outside of that role could never 
understand. Pastors need encourage-

ment. In a specific, tangible way, I 
encourage you to encourage those 
who serve you.

Encourage your brothers and 
sisters. Life is hard. The Christian 
life is hard, too. It is getting harder 
every day. We were not promised it 
would be easy to bear the name of 
Christ. The call to discipleship al-
ways involves a cross. Encourage one 
another. We all need it.

Encourage your neighbor. As 
hard as it is to deal with life as a 
believer, I shudder to think what it 

must be like to live daily without a 
sense of the hope and help we have 
in Christ. Encourage those around 
you. Remember, the gospel by defini-
tion is “good news.” Oh, how desper-
ately our world needs to hear some 
“good news.”

It is indeed a worthwhile ambi-
tion and calling to grow up to be 
like Barnabas—one who encourages 
others. Make encouraging others a 
lifestyle. Blessed are those who are 
encouragers, for they shall be en-
couraged! 

The 150th an-
nual meeting 
last month 

of Southern Bap-
tists in San An-
tonio, Texas, saw 
the re-election of 
Dr. Frank Page 
as president for a 
second term. He is 
the senior pastor 
of First Baptist 
Church, Taylors, 
S.C. Last year, few 

messengers outside South Carolina 
knew who he was. His election last 
year in Greensboro, N.C. was by the 
closest of margins, 50.48 per cent.  

This year he won unopposed. Of 
course, it is typical of SBC messen-
gers to give their presidents a second 

term to lead the nation’s largest non-
Catholic denomination. But I think 
it was more than just that. It may be 
that God is going to give us another 
chance to reflect His glory and grace 
to a lost, hurting and, according to 
John 3:16,  perishing world.

I have been very impressed with 
Dr. Page’s leadership this year. That 
was underscored by his skillful and 
gracious presiding over this year’s 
meeting in San Antonio. He chose 
as a theme, “Lord, Send Your Holy 
Spirit.”  In his presidential address 
he said Southern Baptists are at a 
crossroads, a time of decision-mak-
ing that may determine whether God 
will continue to use them to accom-
plish the tasks of worldwide evange-
lism and missions. He said,  “We are 
not the only game in town. God has 

immensely blessed us for a reason … 
not that we might become spiritually 
obese, but that we might be a mag-
nificent body of believers across this 
nation to do a major mission work 
for Him.... I believe God wants us 
to experience a genuine Holy Ghost 
revival. We have lost much and there 
is more to be lost.”

Dr. Page further explained to us 
that the fellowship, evangelistic zeal, 
unity and balance that has been lost 
would be restored once confession 
occurs and revival sets in. Unless the 
same passion for theological cor-
rectness is applied to confession and 
revival, he said, Southern Baptist 
churches will be emptied. “The early 
church was met with persecution; we 
are met with a yawn,” Dr. Page said. 
“Beg God for the reviving hand of 

the Holy Spirit so we can reach our 
world with the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. God wants us to be right in 
every way, and it begins with me.”

Another speaker in San Antonio 
told us that he hopes the epitaph 
on the Southern Baptist tombstone 
doesn’t someday read, “They just 
couldn’t get along!”        

Dr. Page, thanks for reminding 
us that everything is moot if the 
power of the Holy Spirit is absent. 
The old hymn writer was right when 
he wrote, “There shall be showers of 
blessing, precious reviving again…Mer-
cy drops ‘round us are falling, but for 
the showers we plead.” We need even 
more. We need an old-fashioned, 
frog-strangling, deluge!

Dear God, please send it now! 

I guess the old 
saying, “Better 
late than never” 

applies to garden-
ing as well. Memo-
rial Day weekend 
was the perfect op-
portunity to plant 
our small garden 
in the backyard. 
My five-year-old 
son, Joshua, and 
I planted a few 
tomato plants, pep-
pers, cucumbers, 

squash and watermelon. The garden 
was the last thing on our to-do list for 
the day. We finally finished the job 
around 7:30 p.m., and I was exhausted 
from the day’s chores.

I was covered in dirt, and my 
t-shirt was soaked from the early 
summer heat. I knelt beside our little 
garden simply to catch my breath be-
fore putting the tools back in the shed 
as darkness fell. Joshua came over 
and knelt beside me as we admired 
our handiwork. He was my shadow 
all day. He still had energy to plant 
the back forty, but I was completely 
spent.

Kneeling beside our freshly tilled 
soil, I told Joshua that we should pray 
for our garden. Please don’t think I’m 
super-spiritual. I usually do not pray 
for gardens, but we did this time. 

My prayer thanked God for the 
opportunity to spend time with my 
boy and for providing the money 
that we spent for the plants. As I was 

asking for adequate rainfall and sun-
shine, Joshua interrupted my prayer 
with his petition, “and ask God for 
lots of food.” I kept praying. Again, 
he interrupted, “and ask God for lots 
of food.” I got the point and prayed, 
“Lord, would you provide lots of 
food from this garden?” We finished 
our brief prayer and with a little help 
from my son, I got off my knee and 
put away the garden tools.

 I learned something about prayer 
that day. I prayed for good things. 
I thanked God for His provision. I 
sought His sustaining blessing on our 
project. I even thanked God for my 
little four foot tall partner and his as-
sistance. I was on my knees! I thought 
my prayer was pretty good. But I 
forgot to pray for the harvest. I was 

focused on sunshine and rain and 
Joshua was focused on the veggies to 
come. Isn’t that the reason we have a 
garden?

Consider your own church prayer 
ministry. Where is the focus? Per-
haps like me, the focus has been on 
everything but the harvest. We pray 
for the church field and surrounding 
communities. We pray for continued 
blessings. We even pray for one an-
other as we partner in the work. 

But how often do we pray for 
the harvest? Isn’t that the reason the 
church exists? Jesus focused on the 
harvest when He told His disciples, 
“the harvest is plentiful.” Go ahead 
and pray, but don’t forget to ask God 
for a good harvest. 

Thanks for the reminder, Joshua.
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Remember to pray to God for the harvest

Mercy drops, showers or deluge?

Like Barnabus, let’s encourage one another
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By Chris Turner

SAN ANTO-
NIO (BP)--Messen-
gers to the Southern 
Baptist Convention 
were challenged 
June 13 to set aside 
secondary and 
tertiary theological 
issues to unify for 
the sake of reach-
ing the spiritu-
ally lost. Ed Stetzer, 

LifeWay Christian Resources’ director 
of LifeWay Research and resident mis-
sionary, was asked by SBC President 

Frank Page to “bring a charge” on how 
to reach North America for Christ. But 
Stetzer said, “We must never think 
that reaching America is so different 
than reaching the world.”

 Stetzer said North America must 
be treated like a mission field, noting 
that “we have to break down the extra-
biblical notion that evangelism and 
missions are two separate things.”

There has been much discus-
sion about the word “missional,” and 
Stetzer said the essence of the word 
is to live as missionaries in whatever 
context a person finds himself/herself. 

Stetzer said, “Instead, our church-
es often live just like the world – the 

same teen pregnancy rate, the same 
divorce rate and maybe even more 
gossip and gluttony,” Stetzer said. 
“Yet, a trip into many of our churches 
is a step back into another time period 
of culture.” 

Stetzer referenced Rom. 9:3-4, 
saying the Apostle Paul was willing 
to sacrifice his very salvation so that 
the Hebrews might be saved. Unfortu-
nately, he said, Southern Baptists often 
cannot “give up [their] Sunday morn-
ing preferences” that have become an 
impediment to reaching the culture 
around their churches.“

He said, “When every category 
of baptisms is trending down 

except those under 5 years of age, 
when more than 50 percent of SBC 
churches baptized no youth last 
year and when less than 10 percent 
of SBC churches are significantly 
involved in church planting, there is 
something significantly wrong.”

Stetzer preached from Acts 16:7-
10. He said that Paul immediately 
responded to the vision he had seen 
where a man was standing in Mace-
donia begging for Paul to “come to 
Macedonia and help us,” adding that 
Paul immediately crossed over into 
that culture. “Our Macedonias are 
calling us, and we have not crossed 
over to help,” Stetzer said. 

Live like a missionary

Ed Stetzer
Director of LifeWay 
Research and resi-

dent missionary 
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Arundel Association

Members of Faith Church, Glen 
Burnie, will travel to Goshen, Ohio, 
near Cincinnati, and partner with Hill 
Station Church. Team members will do 
construction, backyard Bible clubs and 
block parties in an effort to reach out to 
the community in the town of Goshen.

North Arundel Church, Glen 
Burnie, will feature the band “Seven 
Love” at its coffeehouse at 7 p.m. on 
July 21. 

The church will have VBS July 
16-20. They’re using the theme “Gali-
lee by the Sea: Catch Jesus in Action.” 
Church members will transform the 
church into the town of Galilee during 
the Bible times. Children will learn 
about Jesus calling the disciples and 
his miracles. They’ll also learn a little 
about the Jewish customs of the time. 

Baltimore Association

Canton Church had a free bar-
becue for the Narcotics Anonymous 
group on a Sunday evening in May. 
Pastor Bill Higgins, Northeast Church, 
led a team from his congregation to 
partner with Canton in sharing the 
love of Christ to a full house of grate-
ful participants. The event kicked off a 
“Forty Days of Purpose” study at Can-
ton. Also, earlier that day the Canton 
congregation provided their pastor, 
Steve Wolverton and his wife, Vickie, 
a surprise anniversary celebration for 
their second year of service. 

Middle River Church will have 
their basketball and soccer camps this 
month. The soccer camp, July 21-24, 
is for boys and girls kindergarten 
age through eighth grade. Basketball 
camp, July 30-3, is for children in 
grades 3 to 12. The church will also 
have a music camp July 3-Aug. 2. 

Patterson Park Church, Bal-
timore, is now host to a Hispanic 
church plant and an African French- 
speaking church. Roberto Carmona is 
the pastor of the Hispanic plant, and 
Adrien Ngundiankama is pastor of the 
African church. 

Blue Ridge Association

Covenant Church, Shepherd-
stown, W.V., has a “Moms of Mira-
cles” support group. Adopting and 
expecting moms are connected with a 
godly experienced mom who encour-
ages the mothers-to-be, answers their 
questions and helps them know their 
feelings are normal and that God 
will be with that new mom and her 
unborn child. 

Destiny Church, Martinsburg, 
W.V., has a parish nursing ministry. 
Nurses are available during wor-
ship services to provide blood pres-
sure and glucose checks, to measure 
weight, height and BMI and to answer 
health questions. 

Delaware Association

Healing Waters Church Interna-
tional, a young Filipino congregation, 
deicated their new facilities and cele-
brated their fifth anniversary on May 
12. Adding additional excitement to 
the day was the attendance of the 
church’s new pastor, Jesse Arce, who 
recently arrived in Delaware after 
serving a Filipino congregation in 
Korea.

The church began in 2002. 
Ogletown Church sponsored the 
new plant, and Manuel Serna was 
the planter. They met in Ogletown’s 
youth center until they moved into 
their current facilities last year. 

Tom Berry has been serving as 
interim pastor for the past year.

Eight men from Harrington 

Church spent a week in Slidell, La. 
They worked with Grace Baptist 
Church in Slidell, rebuilding the house 
trailer of an elderly lady. The mission 
team included two electricians and 
an experienced contractor. The men 
checked and replaced wiring, installed 
smoke detectors, added new floor-
ing and wall supports and did other 
needed repairs.

Eastern Association

Lynnhaven Church, Pocomoke 

City, had an end of the school year 
celebration rock concert featuring local 
Christian bands. The church will have 
a VBS July 30-Aug. 3. This year’s theme 
is “Avalanche Ranch.”

First Church, Princess Anne, will 
send a mission team to Sandy Val-
ley, Nevada, July 21-29 to help Sandy 
Valley Church have VBS. First Church 
traveled to Nevada in 2001 and 2002 
to help the small church. Now 
they’re going to “visit the 
brethren and see how they are 
doing.” 

Spence Church, Snow 
Hill, is having Crown Financial 
for Youth sessions for teens 
through the summer. The youth 
will learn to honor God with 
their money.

Mid-Maryland Association

The Primetimers from 
Bethel Church, Ellicott City, 
had a baby shower for Alpha 
Pregnancy Center. About 30 
people attended, bringing an 
assortment of gifts for new 
moms and their babies. Several 
women knitted baby blankets. 
In addition to the gifts, every-
one brought baby bottles filled 
with spare change to help the 
pregnancy center. 

Several Primetimers meet 
weekly to learn knitting from 
church member Bette McCarl. 
She suggested they knit sweat-
ers for third world countries after see-
ing a project sponsored by Guideposts 
called “Knit for Kids.” The ladies knit, 
sent the sweaters and received cards 
with pictures of four children wearing 
the sweaters. Now they’re working on 
making even more. 

The “Knit for Kids” project has 
sent more than 400,000 hand knit 
sweaters to third world countries 
since it began 11 years ago. For more 
information, see the website, www.
knitforkids.org.

Montgomery Association

The women of First Church, 
Damascus, had a tea party in honor 
of Debra Cantrell and Nam Yoon, the 
wives of the church’s co-pastors, Doyne 
Cantrell and Joseph Yoon.

This fall, Kensington Church 
will celebrate its 85th anniversary. In 
conjunction with the special event, the 
ladies of the church have compiled 85 
recipes in a commemorative anniver-
sary “Sharing Our Best” cookbook.

Montrose Church, Rockville, 
called senior pastor, Ken Fentress, who 
began his ministry on June 1. 

Fentress is from Louisville, Ky., 
and served as Dean of Intercultural 
Programs at Southern Seminary. He 
also served as pastor of Highview 
Church. He and his wife Linda have 
three children, Tosha, Hope and 
Jordan. 

Youth from Georgia Avenue 
Church, Wheaton, will work with 
“Youth on Mission” this month to help 
hurricane victims in New Orleans.

Redland Church, Rockville, will 
offer its fourth year of sports camps 
this year for kids ages 4 to 11. The chil-
dren can play soccer, basketball, base-
ball and football. Each day includes a 
daily devotional time.

The church recently installed a 
new steeple on their roof.

Potomac Association

Richard Logston, Potomac As-
sociation’s director of missions and 
Richard Gold, PBA’s disaster relief 
chairman, prayed to dedicate a new 
disaster relief trailer in a special dedi-
cation service. PBA churches donated 
funds to purchase the trailer. Now 
the association is gathering supplies 
to equip and maintain the unit, and 
they’re recruiting volunteers to help 
with disaster relief. 

Christian Family Church, LaPla-
ta, had a conference called “Healing 
from the Inside Out- Help for Abused 
Women.”

Dunkirk Church had a special 
Father’s Day service followed by a car 
show on June 17. 

The high school connection group 
of Emmanuel Church, Huntington, 
had a scrapbooking fiesta event to 
benefit a food kitchen in Chihuahua, 
Mexico. The big event included scrap-
booking, food throughout the day, a 
silent auction, and a variety of events. 

The high school students led 
the church in missions over the past 
several years. After going to Chihua-
hua, Mexico, helping at a local soup 
kitchen in a dangerous, gang ridden 
area, and seeing the daily despair, the 
teens were so overwhelmed and smit-
ten that they came back and raised 
$34,000 to buy and stock the kitchen 
for the missionary who operates it.

A mission team of twelve from Po-
tomac Heights Church, Indianhead, 
will travel to Bolivia for a missions trip 
this month. 

Prince George’s Association

Berwyn Church, College Park, 
has a “senior summer escape” minis-

try. Church members partner 
with seniors in the church to 
take them out perhaps on a 
Sunday drive, or to a ball game, 
or even home for lunch. 

Cresthill Church, Bowie, 
received a $4,000 grant from 
BCM/D for children’s minis-
tries. The church will use the 
funds to expand their “G-Force” 
ministry. The money will help 
cover equipment, curriculum 
and support items. 

Atlantic Street Church, 
Washington, is focusing on 
learning what Jesus says. 
Milton Wilcher, pastor, said a 
strategic effort is being made 
through scripture reading, 
teaching and sermons to 
concentrate on the words of 
Jesus. Part of that includes 
having members participate 
in the weekly benediction. 
Members have an opportunity 
to share a favorite scripture 
or one that has touched them 
through the week before the 
final benediction and close of 

service. “We have to know what 
He says to follow him,” Wilcher said. 

Clinton Church had a community 
health fair as an outreach to the local 
neighborhood. The fair offered visitors 
free health screenings, resources and 
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By Sharon Mager

Mid-Maryland Association is currently under the leadership of Joel 
Rainey, interim director of missions following Bill Crowe’s recent re-
tirement. Rainey said the association is initiating a greater emphasis 

on rural churches. About one third of Mid-Maryland’s churches are rural, but 
Rainey emphasizes he’s not talking about farmers. There’s a new emergence 
of “rurban” churches – a combination of rural and urban. Mid-Maryland 
recently partnered with Western and Blue Ridge Associations to host a “Rur-
ban” conference to help churches deal with these transitions. 

Another emphasis Mid-Maryland will focus on is strengthening its new 
church plants.

“Over the last two and a half years 13 churches were started. We’re 
taking this year to help strengthen them so they will eventually reproduce 
themselves,” Rainey said. 

The Association also plans to help churches with their international mis-
sions. Right now, Rainey said he knows of a Mid-Maryland presence on four 
continents. 

“Associations shouldn’t lead the effort, churches should, but we should 
be there when they’re there helping however we can,” he said. 

Rainey said he’s pleased with the association’s impact, but wants to do 
more. 

“With 56 churches there’s no reason we shouldn’t have a presence on 
every inhabited continent. We want to encourage churches to get there, meet 
them there and help them in any way we can,” he said. 

Mid-Maryland took a team back to Mississippi this summer to continue 
its work from last year, helping hurricane victims and encouraging pastors. 
Late this month four churches will go to Mexico to train church planters. 

Continued on page �

Pictured above is John Brittain, the May 1� doctoral 
graduate of New Orleans Baptist Theological Semi-
nary who serves as director of missions in Arundel 
Association in the Baptist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware. Brittain, who earned the doctor of philoso-
phy degree, stands to the left of NOBTS President 
Chuck Kelley. Photo courtesy of NOBTS.



By David Phillips

Two down! As you read this, a 
Middletown, Del., church of 
50-70 has two church planters 

who have been assessed and are now 
preparing to start their new works in 
Delaware. When I have shared with 
people over the past several months 
that we will have two church “births” 
this summer, they usually ask one 
of two questions: How? or Why? The 
“how” is easy to answer: only God 
knows. The “why” is much more dif-
ficult to explain.

With a church to people ratio of 
1:25,000, Delaware is greatly in need 
of more evangelical church witnesses 
for our Savior. That is one Delaware 
Association church for every 25,000 
people! If we are going to make 
a dent for the cause of Christ, we 
need churches that are multiplying 
themselves. The easiest way to begin 
planting churches is to implant that 
multiplication DNA from the very 
beginning.

I am not sure if Mission Fellow-
ship thought that way early on. I 
followed the founding planter three 
years ago and brought with me a 
decade-old dream and vision that 
was birthed on the Westbank of New 
Orleans. Instead of growing one large 
church, the idea was to plant a church 
with an intentional replication men-
tality. As churches were planted, they 
would cooperate, share resources and 
intentionally help families move out 
into other parts of the community 
and launch other churches.  

When God called us to Delaware 
from Alabama in 2004, there were 
several issues that brought that vision 
back to mind. The first was land. In 
Middletown, most of the useable land 
had been bought by developers. What 
little available land was available was 

astronomically high. We realized 
quickly that we may never have our 
own space; Mission Fellowship may 
just be a nomadic church.

But why stop at Middletown? 
South of the C&D Canal everything 
was booming. People were mov-
ing into Middletown at a rate of 250 
families per month. It was 
the same in Smyrna, twenty 
minutes south. It was the 
same in many parts of lower 
Delaware. So if we can do 
multiple churches in Middle-
town, why not just go ahead 
and try to reach the whole 
state? It is small enough. So 
the second “why” issue for 
us was the incredible growth 
rate in Delaware.

Another issue was our 
own people. They wanted to 
reach people for Christ, but 
also liked the intimacy of a 
smaller church. We realized 
that the intimacy could be 
maintained and people could 
be externally focused if we 
just started planting churches.  

A fourth issue was the diversity 
of our context. According to our 
church planting strategist, Chad Cra-
vens, Delaware has, as a percentage 
of its population, the fourth highest 
percentage of active adults in the 
country. Active adults were retiring 
and moving to Delaware. Our young 
adult-oriented church had found it 
difficult to reach that demographic. 
In addition, the growth of the His-
panic community brought the need 
for multi-cultural churches.

A fifth issue was the pastor. One 
of the most important things a pastor 
can do is be self-aware, and I under-
stood that I may never be the pastor 
of a large church. If I was going to be 
true to my calling and if I was go-

ing to lead the church to reach our 
community, then I had to relinquish 
any desire to “get big,” and focus on 
reaching people by growing “wide;” I 
would need to be a pastor who helps 
plant churches.

Oh, and there was one other 
issue: this was the calling that God 

burned into my heart. Obedience to 
His calling meant a vision that had 
percolated for 13 years had to be 
implemented. And last fall, it became 
crystal clear that the time was now!

After sharing this, and much more, 
with our director of missions, Jim Mc-
Bride, we set out to make it happen. I 
am happy to report that if all goes well, 
this summer, our small church of 50-70 
will plant an active adult church in 
Middletown and another new church 
in Smyrna to our south. It will also be 
the first time in Delaware that a church 
plant has planted a church. Ogletown 
Church in Newark, our own parent 
church, will become grandparents! 
Thank you Ogletown Church, for hav-
ing the vision to follow God’s call ten 
or so years ago.

While we have no money to ac-
complish this vision, we do have a big 
God that likes to do the impossible. I 
am convinced that the impossible is 
the arena where God likes to make 
some noise! That noise is the wind of 
the Spirit, blowing and guiding the 
wind “surfer” where He alone wishes. 

Until He says “No” or 
“Stop” we will try to follow 
God with our ears, listen-
ing for that quiet, creative 
sound of the wind of Heaven 
regardless of what our eyes 
tell us.

That wind is calling us 
to continue. We are trying to 
develop partnerships with 
other churches and other 
like-minded organizations to 
plant another 28-30 churches 
over the next 15 years. Just 
imagine 5,000 or more 
people, worshipping in 30 
locations all across the state 
of Delaware, lifting a joyful 
noise of praise to the One 
who has transformed their 

lives. It is a song I can’t wait to hear 
sung! 

David Phillips is pastor of Mission 
Fellowship, located in Middletown, Del.  

He can be reached at (302) 378-5416 or at 
pastor@missionfellowship.com.

Two down and twenty-eight to go
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Gayla Parker
WMU Executive 

Director,
Missionary for 

Missions Education 
and Customization

Are we 
there yet?” 
Every 

parent in America 
has answered this 
question while 
traveling on vaca-
tion.  I remember 
vividly traveling 
the 14-hour jour-
ney from Oxford, 

Ala., where my 
husband was serv-
ing as pastor, to Ft. 
Myers, Fla., where 
my parents lived, 

with our three small boys. The plan 
was to leave after Sunday evening 
services and drive through the night. 
Even though this limited our sleep, 
it offered us the opportunity of a 
“quiet” trip. 

By the time we arrived in Atlanta, 
just over an hour away, the question 
was asked for the first of many times, 
“Are we there yet?” I would answer, 
“We will stop for a snack, you will 
sleep for awhile, we will stop for 
breakfast, and then we will be there.”

When God called us to serve in 
the Philippines our 14-hour road trip 
was replaced with a 27-hour plane 
ride. Within 30 minutes into the first 
flight someone asked, “Are we there 
yet?” The new answer, “We will fly to 
California and board a new plane. On 
that plane, we will travel long enough 
for you to eat supper, watch a movie, 
eat a snack, watch a movie, sleep 
awhile, eat a snack, watch a movie, 
sleep a little more, eat breakfast and 
then we will arrive in Japan. From 
Japan, we will fly to Manila, rest for 
awhile at the airport and then travel 

to General Santos. After two supper 
times, we will be there.”

On stateside assignment, we an-
swered the question with the num-
ber of books we would read on the 
journey.

Just this past week, our son 
helped us move our household goods 
from Arkansas to Baltimore. Even at 
26 years old following a nap he asked, 
“Are we there yet?” It never ends!

If you have traveled with chil-
dren, you know how annoying this 
question can become when it is asked 
100 times on one road trip. But I can’t 
help but wonder if we, as believers, 
should be asking ourselves this ques-
tion every day in regards to taking the 
message of Christ to every nation.

“Are we there yet?” In the state 
of Maryland only 8 percent of us 
claim to be Evangelical Protestants. In 
Delaware it is 5 percent. In our multi-
state convention, we have 33 Buddhist 
congregations, 28 Hindu temples and 
34 Islamic mosques. Our Protestant 
forefathers would be shocked today to 
find Protestant Evangelicals in the mi-
nority. We can help by sharing Christ 
in our day to day living; by giving to 
the Cooperative Program; by giving to 
the Maryland/Delaware state offer-
ing, and by praying for Maryland/
Delaware daily asking God to send a 
revival.

“Are we there yet?” In the United 
States, we are on a rapid decline in 
terms of church starts, church growth 
and baptisms. According to one 
resource, only 54.7 percent of resident 
Americans claim to be Protestant 
Evangelicals. Keep in mind the defini-
tion of Protestant Evangelical may not 
match up with our Southern Baptist 

definition of “born again.” Through 
our Cooperative Program giving and 
Annie Armstrong Offering giving, 
we can send more missionaries to tell 
more people what it really means to 
be “born again.” We can pray paving 
the way for those who go. Or it may 
be that God will call one of us to go.

“Are we there yet?” Internation-
ally, there are just over 5,000 Southern 
Baptist missionaries trying to reach 
five billion people. Certainly, they are 
facing a God-sized task and looking 
for God-sized miracles. There are few 
who are willing to go and the funds 
to send those are limited. We can help 
send more missionaries by giving 
to the Cooperative Program and the 
Lottie Moon Offering. We can pray 
for God to work in miraculous ways. 
And we can go, letting Christ shine 
through our lives. 

“Are we there yet?” Looking at 
the statistics, I would say, “No.” The 
answer is not as easy as how many 
books will be read. The answer is one 
that requires a commitment from us 
to pray, give and go.

When Moses led the Israelites 
out of slavery on their way to the 
Promised Land, no doubt they asked 
Moses many times over, “Are we there 
yet?” Unfortunately for 40 years they 
wondered from place to place because 
they had lost focus of their purpose, 
to glorify God. I pray we will not lose 
our focus in the day to day of life. 
Rather we will be looking for ways 
to glorify God daily, going whenever 
and wherever God leads, giving fi-
nancially, and praying continually so 
that in our generation we will be able 
to say, “We are there!” 

Are we there yet?

The presentations listed below are 
available at bcmd.e-quip.net:

New:
• Helping a Child to Fit In
• Evangelism Strategies
• Marketing Your Church without 

Breaking the Bank
• Training in Spanish

Current:
• Building a Single Adult Ministry
• Burn Out and Stress in Ministry I
• Burn Out and Stress in Ministry II
• Character
• Cross Evangelism I
• Cross Evangelism II
• Dealing with Disappointment
• Developing and Training Leaders 

for Single Adult Ministry
• Empowering Kingdom Growth I
• Empowering Kingdom Growth II
• Evangelism with Passion
• Holistic Character Ethics
• I Want What She’s Having
• Important Issues in Single Adult 

Ministry
• Kingdom Matrix
• Leaders Change Culture
• Leaders who Multiply Leaders
• Making Videos for e-quip.net
• Mentoring and Senior Adults
• MSC Support School Biblical 

Principles
• MSC Support School Introduction
• MSC Support School New 

Testament Example
• Multiplication
• Partnerships and Volunteers
• Polishing Your Powerpoint 

Presentation
• Reconnecting Church with Today’s 

Culture
• So, You Have Been Called…
• Starting a Ministry with Single 

Adults
• Starting a Small Group Ministry
• Teaching Children to Pray
• The Case for Small Groups

E-quip.net 
online training 
opportunities 

available today
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By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent 

COLUMBIA, Md.—The BCM/D-
Scotland Partnership has been extended 
to encompass the whole country and to 
continue through 2009. 

Christians from Maryland/Dela-
ware are walking where Eric Liddell 
ran and ministering where John Knox 
preached, partnering with Christian 
Scots for encouragement and support 
in sharing the gospel. 

Freddy Parker, BCM/D’s Acts l: 8 
missionary, said the partnership has 
slowed a little, but is moving forward. 
Like all partnerships, the goal is to 
develop relationships that open doors 
for ministry. Parker hopes that as time 
progresses the churches and associa-
tions will develop lifelong friendships 
as in past partnerships like Moldova 
and Mississippi, where the “official” 
partnerships are over, but the relation-
ships and friendships remain. 

Some of the areas BCM/D church-
es have been going to include Peter-
head, Glasgow, Lochgilphead and 
Cumbernauld. Volunteer teams are 
doing light construction, VBS, prayer 
walking, etc. 

There have been some changes 
with the Baptist Union of Scotland. 
BCM/D is now working with Andy 
Scarcliffe as Mission Advisor. David 
Gordon is now pastoring a church. 
There are plans to have Scarcliffe at 
this year’s BCM/D annual meeting in 
Ocean City. 

“Scotland is different from many 
areas we’ve ministered with in the 
past because it’s a developed country,” 
Parker said. “It calls for a different 
type of ministry role than parts of 
Asia, Africa or South America where 
the economies and countries are de-
veloping.”

In fact, Parker said, Scotland 
is becoming more “first century.” 
They, like the rest of Europe, and like 
America is moving towards, don’t 
have the interest in Christianity. Per-

haps, Parker said, it’s as if the culture 
took the gospel for granted, assumed 
everything was okay, then suddenly it 
began slipping away. 

Many churches in Scotland, now 
hundreds of years old, were built for 
700 to 1,000 people. Now the congre-
gations have dwindled to 50 to 100 
people. But they’re trying new ways to 
reach out. 

“We met with one church in a 
neighborhood in Glasgow that sold its 
building and moved to a smaller place. 
They didn’t need the expense and 
maintenance,” shared Parker. “They 
have a thrift shop offering secondhand 
goods at reduced cost to the people 
in the community. They’re trying to 
shape a ministry to impact their com-
munity in a new, innovative way. “

[Scotland missions] is an oppor-
tunity for folks to come alongside, 
encourage churches, to learn from 
them and to see what the Lord wants 
to accomplish, Parker said.

Scotland is a great opportunity for 
missions – even for those first-timers 
or those who can’t take the demands 
of more strenuous trips. 

“It’s physically very nice. You’re 
not dealing with dietary changes. 
People speak English, and the liv-
ing conditions are nice. The people 
are warm. They took good care of us 
while we were there,” he said.

One of the biggest needs churches 
in Scotland have is for encouragement. 

“There will be challenges in deal-
ing with any new culture, but if broth-
ers and sisters in Christ are willing 
to pray together and come alongside 
each other and minister, it would be a 
tremendous blessing for the churches 
involved and believers involved. It’s a 
joy to see congregations revived and 
renewed and see new churches started. 

“As people make connections 
with brothers and sisters in Christ, it’s 
exciting. They’re making relationships 
they’re going to have through eternity. 
That’s one of the joys in partnership,” 
Parker said. 

By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

LOUISVILLE, Ky.—By a unani-
mous and enthusiastic vote by both 
boards of their state conventions, the 
Baptist Convention of Maryland/Dela-
ware and Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion have decided to join forces to 
reach their respective areas for Christ.

The official partnership will begin 
on Jan. 1, 2008, and will conclude on 
Dec. 31, 2010, with the possibility of 
extending the partnership if both 
partners deem it God’s will.

As the overall mission is to 
intentionally make known the Good 
News of Jesus Christ to all the people 
in Maryland/Delaware, Kentucky and 
the world, Freddy Parker, Acts 1:8 mis-
sionary for the BCM/D, and Randy 
Jones, missions growth team leader 
for KBC, believe this can best be ac-
complished as the two conventions 
partner together in ministry for the 
growth 
of God’s 
Kingdom.

The 
partner-
ship 
strategies 
will be 
including 
ways to strengthen existing churches, 
associations and state convention 
ministries, which will result in help-
ing to bring people to Jesus Christ; 
and the starting of new Southern 
Baptist churches through relationship 
building, prayer, church planting, 
evangelistic outreach efforts, construc-
tion, discipleship of adults, students 
and children and leadership develop-
ment. 

Special consideration is given to 
engaging in partnership activities that 
are centered on Matt. 28:18-20 and 
Acts 1:8, scriptures that emphasize the 
Great Commission to make disciples 
and to witness with the Holy Spirit’s 
power in Jerusalem (locally), Judea (re-
gionally), Samaria (nationally) and to 
the ends of the earth (internationally).

Partnership prayer opportuni-
ties will be established between 
Maryland/Delaware and Kentucky 
Baptists, shared Parker. These prayer 
linkages may be established between 
individual members, churches, asso-
ciations, or the state conventions. 

“The purpose is to undergird all 
the projects in prayer,” he said.

A second focus will be planting 
new churches, which is another way 
of reaching people. 

Church planting projects will 
include probes, surveys, mission 
Vacation Bible Schools, Backyard Bible 
Clubs, and other outreach efforts. 
Evangelistic events will be conducted 
to assist the growth of the churches 
and establish new congregations.

Moreover, major efforts will be 
made to carry out training of leaders 
and members of local churches to aid 
Christian growth, Parker continued. 
This may include witness training, 
church leadership development, dea-
con training and stewardship devel-
opment.

Parker also said that construction 
ministries will become available as 
the establishing of new congregations 
and enhanced evangelistic outreach 
will produce the need for new church 
buildings and the expansion or re-
modeling of existing church facilities. 

Also, 
there may 
be con-
struction 
projects 
with a 
community 
a church 
or associa-

tion is trying to impact that will need 
construction teams. Therefore in the 
framework of the partnership we will 
seek to mobilize those construction 
teams to meet those needs, he said.

Finally, Parker noted that the need 
to disciple believers is always before 
Christians. “We will work together to 
accomplish this through adult Bible 
study, Sunday school, extended Bible 
study sessions and exchange of educa-
tional staff,” he said.

In short, the hope is that Kentucky 
Baptists will respond to mission proj-
ects requested from Maryland/Dela-
ware as appropriate and available; 
and Maryland/Delaware Baptists will 
respond to projects requested from 
Kentucky as appropriate and avail-
able, he added.

Parker hopes that people will get 
excited about all the opportunities. 

“We formed this partnership to 
help us focus and have significant 
impact for Christ,” he said. “We just 
want to be obedient and faithful as He 
leads us to fulfill His call in Acts 1:8 to 
be witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Sa-
maria and the ends of the earth.” 

By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—When people 
look at missions, basically the whole 
world stands before them, from their 
front door all the way to the ends of 
the earth. 

That’s a bit overwhelming, ac-
knowledges Freddy Parker, Acts 1:8 
missionary for the Baptist Convention 
of Maryland/Delaware. But, in order 
to help us focus and have significant 
impact for Christ, we form partner-
ships with strategic regions of the 
world, he says. 

“A partnership gives us focus for 
a specific time so that we can do our 
best to impact the region, state, or 
country with the message of Christ.”

A former International Mission 
Board missionary to the Philippines, 
Parker notes that partnerships are 
agreements—not contracts—between 
two entities who agree to come along-

side each other and assist in various 
ministry roles in an effort to reach the 
people of the world for Jesus Christ. 

He explains that the ministry 
opportunities, such as construction 
projects, block parties, community 
service, choir performances, pulpit 
supply, and other evangelism projects 
around the world are enormous. A 
partnership system allows Christians 
to more easily learn about and get 
involved in these projects.

Partnerships are usually time 
defined, Parker says, but they are 
open to extensions, as the Lord often 
leads individual churches to continue 
ministering alongside each other. That 
is the case with some BCM/D church-
es that are still involved in projects 
in Moldova, Mexico and Mississippi, 
although those official partnerships 
have come to a close.

“But that doesn’t mean that those 
relationships have to end,” Parker 
explains.

For Parker, the greatest impor-
tance of partnerships is the relation-
ships that are developed. “We meet 
people, share Christ with them, lead 
them to the Lord, and suddenly we 
have an eternal relationship with 
them!” he rejoices.

Even relationships with other 
Christians become life-long, he shares. 

“We still keep in touch with a 
dentist from Tennessee who traveled 
to the Philippines to do ministry with 
us,” he laughs. 

In most cases, the work is recip-
rocal, he adds, explaining that the 
partnerships provide mutual benefit 
for volunteers who go and those who 
receive the volunteers.

“A lot of times we go to develop-
ing countries in the world, to help 
people improve their situations,” he 
notes. “But as we go, we find them 
encouraging our hearts when we see 
their faithfulness and the Spirit of the 
Lord in their lives. The blessings are a 

two way street. As we see Him work-
ing in others’ lives, it impresses upon 
our lives.” 

Currently, in his capacity as Acts 
1:8 missionary, Parker is assisting in 
the development of partnerships lo-
cally through Embrace Baltimore and 
other church-to-church partnerships; 
regionally, through partnerships with 
the Kentucky and Penn-South Jersey 
Baptist Conventions; and interna-
tionally, through mission efforts in 
Scotland, West Africa, and the Middle 
East. He is also beginning to mobilize 
volunteers for a developing partner-
ship in Asia.

Parker hopes that people will get 
excited about all the opportunities. 

“We just want to be obedient and 
faithful as the Lord Jesus leads us to 
fulfill His call in Acts 1:8 to be wit-
nesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria 
and the ends of the earth,” he says. 
“We’re just looking to be obedient.” 

BCM/D expands partnership 
with Baptist Union of Scotland 

BCM/D begins new partnership 
with Kentucky Baptist Convention

The whole world at our front door: partnerships bring focus
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“We are a denomination that talks a 
lot and does little when it comes to 
evangelism.” Addressing the topic 
of dismal baptism numbers within 
the SBC despite lofty goals, 
Zinn said, “Our attitudes 
stink.” The denomination, 
he added, must be willing 
to change its methodol-
ogy while staying true to 
the Gospel message. One 
of the changes, he added, 
includes music. His church 
uses a blended style. He 
asked grandparents in the 
audience, “How many of 
you love those grandkids 
enough you’d be willing 
to change your music for 
them?”

“[I]f we’re going to win 
[young people] to Jesus in 
this culture, we’re going to 
have to be willing to change 
our mindsets,” said Zinn, 
pastor of Immanuel Church 
in Highland, Calif. “ ... Folks, what 
you did in the [19]40s and what you 
did in the ‘50s isn’t going to win this 
culture to Jesus.”

Reflecting the call for repentance 
and revival, every few hours through-
out the meeting messengers were 
asked to gather in small groups in 
prayer, turning the lively, noisy con-
vention hall into a reverent silence. 

Meanwhile, the aforementioned 
BF&M-related motion dominated 
conversation about business matters 
both on and off the floor. With a vote 
of 57.7 percent to 42.2 percent, mes-
sengers adopted the following state-
ment: “The Baptist Faith and Message 
is not a creed, or a complete statement 
of our faith, nor final or infallible; 
nevertheless we further acknowledge 
that it is the only consensus statement 
of doctrinal beliefs approved by the 
Southern Baptist Convention and as 
such is sufficient in its current form to 
guide trustees in their establishment 
of policies and practices of entities of 
the Convention.”

For at least some, the statement 
was open to interpretation. Page gave 
his viewpoint at his press conference. 

“I do think that what is happen-
ing is an attempt by many people 
– and I do not know if it’s a majority 
– to say that the pendulum has swung 
far enough,” he said, adding there was 
a “a day and time when [the BF&M] 
was an extreme document to some 
and now it’s almost like it’s being seen 
as more moderating, a moderating 
influence.”

“I do believe we’ve gone far 
enough and that the Baptist Faith 
and Message is enough, and I encour-
age entities not to go beyond that in 
their doctrinal parameters,” he said. 
“I think that’s what many people are 
saying. The current issues that have 
evoked this discussion are different 
than the conservative-moderate issues 
of the past. There are issues within 
… the family of conservative theol-
ogy, and there are many people that 
are arguing various secondary and 
tertiary issues that are still within 
the framework of inerrantism or an 
extreme conservative viewpoint. So 
I don’t think it’s the same issue that 
we’ve had in the past.”

One reporter asked Page if he was 
saying that “when the BF&M is silent 
on a subject” that an entity “should 
not take action in any way that goes 
beyond the BF&M.”

“No, that’s not what I said,” Page 
said. “I said in doctrinal parameters I 
think they need to be very careful in 
moving past them. We do respect the 

trustee system and if they do, they do 
have that right. I simply said I urge 
them not to go beyond doctrinal pa-
rameters. There are multitudes of is-
sues that trustees have to deal with as 

regarding personnel, regarding issues 
of all kinds that may not be directly 
doctrinal at all.”

In other matters:
– New NAMB President Geoff 

Hammond appeared before messen-
gers for the first time in his new posi-
tion, asking them to pray for a move-
ment of “churches planting churches 
planting churches planting churches.” 
He said that phrase repeatedly, in fact, 
until messengers joined him. Several 
NAMB missionaries joined him on 
stage, including one family that plant-
ed a church in a small Montana town 
and that, with attendance around 60, 
already has a goal of planting 
its own church. Messengers 
gave him at least two standing 
ovations.

– International Mission 
Board President Jerry Rankin 
said more than 475,000 new 
believers were baptized and 
more than 23,000 new churches 
planted last year through 
the work of IMB missionar-
ies. Rankin encouraged SBC 
churches to partner with 
overseas missionaries through 
short-term mission trips and 
prayer and financial support. 
Jeremy McSwain, minister of 
music and education at Crest-
view Church in Shelby, N.C., 
appeared on stage and told how his 
church has partnered with missionar-
ies in Moscow. When he takes church 
members to Russia, and they see the 
city’s lostness, he said, “It motivates 
them to tell the story of Jesus – both 
overseas and at home.”

– Executive Committee President 
Morris Chapman delivered an address 
saying, “[I]f we believe a doctrine is a 
part of the core belief system of South-
ern Baptists, it should be in the Baptist 
Faith and Message.

“If an entity of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention adopts a confession 
of faith separate and distinct from 
the Baptist Faith and Message, and 
it includes a doctrine unsupported 
by our confessional statement, the 
entity should request approval from 
the Convention prior to including the 
doctrine in its confession,” he said.

– Messengers adopted an official 
definition of the Cooperative Pro-
gram, saying CP “is Southern Bap-
tists’ unified plan of giving through 
which cooperating Southern Baptist 
churches give a percentage of their 
undesignated receipts in support of 
their respective state convention and 
the Southern Baptist Convention mis-
sions and ministries.” The definition 

came from a recommendation from 
the Executive Committee and passed 
overwhelmingly.

– Messengers passed a resolution 
condemning child sexual abuse, say-

ing Southern Baptists “ex-
press our deep level of moral 
outrage and concern at any in-
stance of child victimization” 
and that “we implore South-
ern Baptist churches to utilize 
materials from LifeWay Chris-
tian Resources and state con-
ventions and other relevant 
research that help churches 
prevent child abuse.” Mes-
sengers also passed a global 
warming resolution centered 
on concern for the poor, 
urging “Southern Baptists to 
proceed cautiously in the hu-
man-induced global warming 
debate in light of conflicting 
scientific research.” It also 
says, “Christians are called by 
God to exercise caring stew-
ardship and dominion over 

the earth and environment.” 
Other resolutions passed included: 

– urging Southern Baptist pastors to 
preach on “burning moral issues” 
and to lead congregations to influ-
ence the culture by presenting the 
Lord Jesus as the “only hope.” – call-
ing for Southern Baptists to repent 
individually and corporately that 
non-Christians might observe a “clear 
demonstration of His presence in our 
lives, churches, and denomination.” 
– voicing opposition to hate crimes 
legislation that includes homosexu-
als and transgendered persons as 

protected classes and encouraging 
President Bush to veto any such bill 
that Congress passes. – reaffirming 
the SBC’s repudiation of racism on the 
occasion of the 150th anniversary of 
the U.S. Supreme Court’s Dred Scott 
decision, which said blacks were not 
persons under the law. –  express-
ing thanks for the faithful support of 
the Cooperative Program, the SBC’s 
unified giving plan. – thanking God 
and those in the San Antonio area and 
others who helped with the annual 
meeting.

– President Bush addressed mes-
sengers via satellite, thanking mes-
sengers for their prayers. “God has 
blessed our nation with prosperity 
and great abundance, and I firmly be-
lieve, like you, that we should use our 
resources to help those at need here at 
home and help those in need abroad. 
And this is a central part of the work 
of the Southern Baptist Convention. … 
You’re living out the call to spread the 
gospel and proclaim the Kingdom of 
God.”

– Nearly 1,000 people – 959 to be 
exact – made first-time decisions for 
Christ during the Crossover evange-
listic outreach. Crossover is an annual 
event preceding the SBC meeting 
whereby volunteers witness through 

the use of, for example, block parties, 
cultural celebrations, medical clinics 
and door-to-door evangelistic visits.

– Chuck Colson addressed the 
SBC Pastors’ Conference, urging pas-
tors to engage the culture. He pointed 
to twin threats in the world – a 
battle over absolute truth and a battle 
against radical Islam. “I can’t imagine 
any time in history when you would 
look around as a Christian and see a 
world that is filled with more danger 
than the world in which we live to-
day,” he said. Additionally during the 
Pastors’ Conference, four current or 
former entity heads – Jimmy Draper, 
O.S. Hawkins, R. Albert Mohler Jr. 
and Paige Patterson – gave personal 
testimonies as to how Christ brought 
them through low points in their life. 

– Jim Richards, founding direc-
tor of the Southern Baptists of Texas 
Convention, was elected as first vice 
president, and Eric Redmond, pas-

tor of Hillcrest Church in Temple 
Hills, Md., as second vice presi-
dent. John L. Yeats was re-elected 
recording secretary and Jim Wells 
re-elected registration secretary.

– The Southern Baptist Con-
ference of Associational Directors 
of Missions celebrated the 300th 
anniversary of Baptist associa-
tions in America. The Philadelphia 
Baptist Association was founded 
in 1707.

– Messengers approved a real-
location of Cooperative Program 
dollars previously allotted to 
GuideStone Financial Resources. 
The new allocation, recommended 
by the Executive Committee, will 
increase the allocation for the Eth-

ics & Religious Liberty Commission 
from 1.49 percent to 1.65 percent for 
the 2007-08 budget year, resulting in a 
net increase of $320,962. The approved 
recommendation also will increase 
Executive Committee funds from 3.32 
percent to 3.40 for the expressed pur-
pose of providing funds for the stew-
ardship ministry recently assigned to 
the Executive Committee, resulting in 
a net increase of $160,480 in 2007-08. 

Additionally, a one-time distribu-
tion of $347,710 will go to each of the 
convention’s three smaller seminaries: 
Southeastern, Midwestern and Golden 
Gate Baptist theological seminaries. 
For the 2008-09 budget year, the same 
recommendation called for the ERLC’s 
allocation to continue at 1.65 per-
cent and the Executive Committee’s 
portion to stay at 3.40 percent. The 
remaining .52 percent of GuideStone’s 
.76 percent allocation would be includ-
ed in the overall seminary allocation, 
resulting in an increase from 21.40 
percent to 21.92 percent for the fore-
seeable future. Guidestone earlier this 
year announced it no longer needed 
CP funding and was releasing its por-
tion for use by other entities.

Next year’s meeting will be held 
June 10-11 in Indianapolis, Ind. 

WRAP-UP: SBC messengers focus on repentance, Page reelected 
to second term as president
Continued from page 1

Steve Hardnett, David Lee, Byron Day, Robert Anderson and 
Bob Simpson pose in front of the Alamo during the SBC 
Convention in San Antonio.

Lou Paradiso, pastor of First Church of Brooklyn, 
Baltimore, and his wife, Sonya, listen intently at 
the SBC Convention in San Antonio.

Maryland/Delaware 
church members 

elected to serve on 
SBC committees

Committee on Committees:
– Lyn O’Berry, Church on Warren 
Ave., Baltimore, Md.
– Mike Rhoades, South End 
Church, Frederick, Md.

International Mission Board:
– George A. Jack, First, Perryville, 
Md.
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By Kay Adkins

SAN ANTONIO (BP)—Author 
and radio personality Nancy Leigh 
DeMoss addressed a sellout crowd of 
1,500 at the June 12 Ministers’ Wives’ 
Luncheon during the Southern Baptist 
Convention annual meeting in San 
Antonio.

Comedian Dennis Swanberg, also 
known as the “Minister of Encourage-
ment,” and biblical counselor June 
Hunt joined DeMoss on the program 
at the fiesta-style luncheon hosted by 
Debbie Brunson, wife of Mac Brunson, 
pastor of First Church in Jacksonville, 
Fla. Returning to Texas where her 
husband previously was pastor of First 
Church in Dallas, Brunson welcomed 
wives to “Revive, Renew, and Rejoice.”

DeMoss hosts two syndicated 
radio programs, “Revive Our Hearts” 
and “Seeking Him,” carried by nearly 
1,000 radio stations. She is the author 
of numerous books, including “Lies 
Women Believe,” “Brokenness: The 
Heart God Revives,” “Surrender: The 
Heart God Controls” and “Holiness: 
The Heart God Purifies.”

DeMoss, in addressing the lun-
cheon, identified various issues that 
may cause ministry wives “to lose the 
wonder of who God is, the wonder of 
the Gospel and the wonder of their 
calling to ministry.”

Having experienced such strug-
gles herself, DeMoss confessed, “At 

times I felt like 
I was in this 
fetal position 
just curled up in 
fear,” having lost 
her joy, her peace 
and her motiva-
tion and just 
wanting out.

Because mar-
riage struggles, 
carrying burdens 
for others and 
dealing with criti-
cism can become 
so crushing, DeM-
oss exhorted the 
women to medi-
tate on Psalm 23.

“This whole 
concept of ‘the 
Lord is my Shep-
herd’ isn’t just 
something nice to 
put on a plaque,” 
DeMoss said. “It is the nitty-gritty of 
life.”

Life abounds with opportunities, 
with challenges and sometimes with 
one’s own sinfulness, but no matter 
what, DeMoss assured, God’s grace 
will flow even more.

“We’re called to have lives that 
overflow with Christ … so that we can 
be generous to others. Extreme grace 
leads to extreme joy, [which] leads to 
being extremely generous. It all goes 

back to Him.”
Those at-

tending the lun-
cheon received 
copies of DeM-
oss’s recent book, 
“Choosing For-
giveness” inside 
a colorful straw 
bag, handmade 
by women from 
Madagascaar 
participating in 
a WorldCrafts 
project through 
Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union.

Adding to 
the international 
look, the tables 
were decorated 
with center-
pieces comprised 

of Thai silk pillow 
covers and silk 

table runners made by Australians 
of the Pacific Rim region, Vietnam-
ese beaded purses, Laos tribal bags, 
turquoise Myanmar nativities, neck-
laces and earrings from Muslim tribal 
people of the Philippines and Chinese 
candle holders.

“Our IMB missionaries are pro-
viding absolutely incredible gifts for 
the centerpieces that will be sold at 
the conclusion of the luncheon, with 
proceeds going to the Lottie Moon 

Christmas Offering,” Brunson earlier 
told Baptist Press.

Following the keynote address, 
author and biblical counselor June 
Hunt offered ministry wives counsel 
for handling problems in family and 
ministry life. Real questions Hunt 
had received in advance from pastors’ 
wives included: how to say “no,” what 
to do when a pastor’s children don’t 
want to attend church, and steps to 
take if one’s husband is addicted to 
Internet pornography.

Hunt is the founder of biblical 
counseling ministry Hope for the 
Heart and a radio broadcast with the 
same name. She also hosts a live call-in 
radio program, “Hope in the Night,” 
that offers callers and listeners biblical 
hope and practical help.

In the business portion of the 
meeting, officers were elected for the 
2009 luncheon to be held in Louisville, 
Ky.: Diane Strack of Orlando Fla., pres-
ident; Mary Mohler of Louisville, vice 
president; Liliana Lewis of Austin, 
Texas, recording secretary-treasurer; 
and Karen Crowe of Laurel, Miss., cor-
respondence secretary.

Officers for the 2008 luncheon in 
Indianapolis are Liz Traylor of Pen-
sacola, Fla., president; Diana Davis 
of Indianapolis, vice president; Beth 
Robertson of Valdosta, Ga., correspon-
dence secretary; and Eileen Sheets of 
Rifle, Colo., secretary/treasurer. 

Author Nancy Leigh DeMoss shares with ministers’ wives

By Staff

SAN ANTONIO (BP)—Woman’s 
Missionary Union celebrated the 10th 
anniversary of the Christian Women’s 
Job Corp (CWJC) during their Mis-
sions Celebration and Annual Meet-
ing June 10-11 in San Antonio. The 
meeting drew more than 600 attend-
ees to the Henry B. Gonzalez Conven-
tion Center for sessions that included 
missionary speakers, worship and key 
awards for missions involvement. 

In celebrating the job corp’s 10th 
anniversary, Wanda Lee, WMU execu-
tive director, led a question-and-an-
swer interview with CWJC volunteers 
Evelyn Blount, Eileen Fox and Norma 
Fox and CWJC graduate Maria Diaz.

Officially organized in 1997, 
Christian Women’s Job Corp is a min-
istry that equips women facing a vari-
ety of circumstances develop life and 
job skills. The program involves Bible 
study, customized instruction and one-
on-one mentoring to help participants 
move toward self-sufficiency. 

Blount, WMU executive director 
from South Carolina who helped birth 
the program, recounted the need: “A 
handout wasn’t enough, they needed 
a hand up.” Diaz told her story of 
needing to re-enter the job force, 
but not having the necessary skills. 
She thanked WMU for the help she 
received through the CWJC to get a 
two-year degree and a fulltime job 
that also has become her ministry. 

Currently 13,000-plus volunteers 
serve 2,134 participants at 168 sites 
across the country, now also includ-
ing Christian Men’s Job Corp sites 
and Spanish-language ministries. Job 
corp training teams also been sent to 
Mexico, Moldova and Liberia.

Participants at the WMU gather-
ing also celebrated the two largest 
offerings ever to international and 
North American missions. The 2006 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, 
with a $150 million goal, reached a 
final total of $150,178,098.06. Simi-
larly, members of Southern Baptist 
churches gave a record $58,475,000 for 
the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering, 
surpassing the $56 million goal.

Also during the meeting, Robin 
Hoke of Midland, Texas, received the 
annual Dr. Martha Myers GA Alumna 

of Distinction Award. Established in 
2003, the award honors a Girls in Ac-
tion alumna who exhibits a missions 
lifestyle and has had a key influence 
in the lives of others, especially young 
girls, through missions, ministry 
and/or civic duty. GAs is the WMU 
missions organization for girls in 
grades 1–6. The award is named in 
honor of former GA and mission-
ary Martha Myers who was killed 
in Yemen in 2002. 

Hoke described the honor as 
an opportunity to teach future 
generations about missions educa-
tion. “If receiving this award gives 
me the platform to speak to people 
and explain the value of teaching 
missions to children, then I am 
thrilled,” she said. “If we expect 
future generations to live out the 
Great Commission as adults, we 
must begin to teach them the con-
cept when they are young. That is 
my heart, my calling, my passion 
for service.” 

Debby Akerman, a retired 
nurse from Myrtle Beach, S.C., 
received WMU’s Dellanna West 
O’Brien Award for Women’s 
Leadership Development. Estab-
lished in 1998 on WMU’s 110th 
anniversary and named for former 
WMU Executive Director Dellanna 
O’Brien, the award recognizes 
Baptist women who demonstrate an 
ability to foster Christian leadership 
in other women, display the potential 
to be a leader in their community 
and the world, and excel in missions 
education. 

Akerman is a past president of 
New England WMU and has served 
more than two decades as a Girls in 
Action leader first in New Hampshire 
and then in South Carolina, where she 
also now serves as WMU director at 
Ocean View Church in Myrtle Beach. 
She has been an associational GA con-
sultant, training women to lead GAs 
in their churches and associations, and 
has been a national conference leader. 

WMU also honored former WMU 
President Marjorie McCullough by 
renaming the GA Endowment as the 
Marjorie McCullough GA Endow-
ment. McCullough, who died in 2006, 
served as national WMU president 
from 1986-91. McCullough’s involve-

ment with WMU began as a child 
in Louisiana in the Girl’s Auxiliary 
(now Girls in Action), and she was the 
WMU’s first GA director. McCullough 
also was a missionary in Nigeria, 
Ghana and Brazil. 

Missionary speakers during the 

WMU gathering included Ginger 
Smith of the North American Mission 
Board, who shared about her work 
with “overlooked and ignored” people 
in Houston, where she serves as execu-
tive director of three mission centers. 
Referencing the impoverished areas 
surrounding the centers, Smith admit-
ted, “Jesus did not ask me to help them 
be rich, but to give them hope.” She 
has worked to foster hope among the 
homeless and children in the area who 
don’t have enough to eat at home. 

Dellanna O’Brien recounted serv-
ing alongside her husband, Bill, as an 
IMB missionary in Indonesia before 
moving to Richmond, Va., where he 
served as executive vice president of 
the then-Foreign Mission Board (now 
International Mission Board). Then, 
she served 10 years as WMU executive 
director/treasurer. Though the couple 
formally retired, she said it “somehow 
never took.” They found themselves 

back in Indonesia, where they led 
Compassion Frisco, an effort to help 
in the rebuilding of Banda Aceh and 
the surrounding areas devastated by 
the December 2004 tsunami. “What 
have we learned in these latter years?” 
O’Brien asked. “When you have a 

Commander and Chief who is 
constantly nudging, challenging, 
encouraging, supporting, equip-
ping – and is aware and attentive 
to all your needs – retirement is 
not an option.”

Randy and Robin Coving-
ton, missionaries to Russia, 
shared about their call from 
Alaska to eventually serve small 
people groups in Russia – rela-
tives of the Alaskan Eskimos 
and native peoples. Robin Cov-
ington told of living in a one-
room cabin (“about two-thirds 
the size of this platform”) in a 
village, constantly looking for 
ways to share the Gospel. Their 
story was featured in the recent 
Vacation Bible School curricu-
lum “Artic Edge” from LifeWay 
Christian Resources. 

Participants at the WMU 
Missions Celebration and An-
nual Meeting also: – joined in 
the 300th anniversary celebra-
tion of Baptist associations in 
America, held June 10 at First 

Church in San Antonio. – received an 
1889 letter from legendary China mis-
sionary Lottie Moon to WMU leader 
Annie Armstrong urging that more 
missionaries be sent to work in China. 
The letter was a gift presented by the 
SBC’s International Mission Board. 
– offered breakout sessions on a range 
of topics, including for the first time 
sessions taught in Spanish, with the 
assistance of the National Fellowship 
of Hispanic Baptist Churches under 
the leadership of their women’s minis-
try leader, Myrthala Aguerro.  

Compiled by Art Toalston from 
reporting by Amy W. Richardson, Kay 

Adkins and Shannon Baker. 
For more information about the 

Christian Women’s Job Corp, email cwjc@
wmu.org. For more information about 
WMU or Girls in Action, visit www.

wmu.com or call 205-991-8100.

WMU highlights job corp’s 10 years

Kaye Miller, national Woman’s Missionary 
Union president (left), and Wanda S. Lee, execu-
tive director-treasurer of national WMU, introduce 
a national Children’s Ministry Day and redesigned 
resources for children’s missions education during 
the WMU report at the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion annual meeting June 12. The first Children’s 
Ministry Day, to encourage churches across North 
America to help children minister to others in their 
own communities, is scheduled for Feb. 16.  Photo 
by Rachel Lloyd

Nancy Leigh DeMoss
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By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md. – A chance 
encounter between BaptistLIFE na-
tional correspondent, Shannon Baker, 
and North Carolina mother, Doreen 
Stein-Seroussi, led into to a full-scale 
opportunity to bring lasting health-
care solutions to war-torn Sudan.

In April 2005, Baker, who also 
writes periodically for Baptist Press, 
the national news service of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, wrote 
a story about Manuel Lazerov, a local 
commercial developer who sought to 
make a difference in the 21-year Su-
danese war. Lazerov is a friend of Bob 
Simpson, Chief Operations Officer for 
the Baptist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware.

It was a difficult story to write. 
At the time, the U.S. Holocaust 

Museum had issued a genocide warn-
ing for Sudan because more than two 
million people had died and more 
than four million had been attacked 
or driven from their homes in Sudan 
as the result of the civil war. 

Acts of war included the sys-
tematic rape, murder, starvation and 
displacement of over one million civil-
ians belonging to the Fur, Masalit and 
Zaghawa ethnic groups. 

Villages and crops, throughout 
the 150,000 square-mile expanse 
of desert and savannah, had been 
repeatedly destroyed, causing increas-
ing alarm that Sudanese farmers will 
face even greater losses unless some-
thing is done.

The situation was overwhelming. 
The story wasn’t just a story. 

It was one that brought incred-
ible grief, one that inspired a personal 
resolution to make a difference, one 
that wouldn’t go away.

A year later, Baptist Press asked 
Baker to cover a “Save Darfur: Rally to 
Stop Genocide,” held on the National 
Mall in Washington, D.C., in April 
2006. The Save Darfur Coalition, a 
network of 165 faith-based, advocacy 
and humanitarian organizations 
representing more than 130 million 
Americans, sponsored the rally.

Prominent celebrities, faith lead-

ers, human rights activists, politicians, 
Darfuri refugees, and other genocide 
survivors joined tens of thousands 
of people on the National Mall to 
demand immediate action to stop the 
worsening genocide in Darfur, Sudan. 

At the conclusion of the event, 
Baker ran into Stein-Seroussi, who 
along with her husband, Al, and three 
children, Jillian, Garrett and Max, 
drove to the rally from North Caro-
lina with the hope of finding a way to 
help end the violence. 

Standing in the grass littered with 
dropped fliers appealing for help to 
the Sudanese, Stein-Seroussi asked 
Baker a simple question, “Do you 
know of a way my family and I can 
help?” 

Opening a file with all 
the Sudan information that 
she had compiled to date, 
Baker offered the young 
mother a copy of the story 
about Manuel Lazerov. The 
story included Lazerov’s 
efforts to connect with 
multiple religious groups to 
provide humanitarian aid 
to the region. It shared how 
the commercial developer 
was focusing on two areas 
of dire need: pharmaceuti-
cals to help alleviate disease 
among the refugees and 
water purification systems 
to insure clean water.

The article also offered 
contact information for any-
one willing to contribute to 
the project.

Almost immediately upon return-
ing to North Carolina, Stein-Seroussi 
contacted Lazerov to offer her as-
sistance. Her only caveat: that her chil-
dren could see how much difference 
personal efforts could make.

It turns out that that Stein-Se-
roussi has a public health background 
and has worked at the federal and 
local level. As a U.S. Public Health 
Service employee, she previously 
worked with programs targeting Na-
tive Hawaiians, Pacific Islanders, and 
medically underserved populations in 
the U.S.  At the local level, she worked 
for a community health center and 

was instrumental in establishing an 
out-of-hospital birthing center. Her ex-
perience ranged from policy analysis 
to program development to program 
administration.

And like Lazerov, her Jewish sen-
sibilities urged her to do whatever she 
could to stop this African Holocaust 
unfolding in front of the world.

Early in the process, Lazerov and 
Stein-Seroussi discovered that accord-
ing to the World Bank, the non-gov-
ernment health care system in South 
Sudan is “among the least developed 
in the world.” Their vision is to create 
a pubic health network consisting of a 
well-trained cadre of physicians and 
community health workers (para-

medical professionals, midwives, and 
so on).

She and Lazerov continued 
making connections, eventually 
collaborating with three main inter-
faith groups, Operation Nehemiah, a 
Protestant organization led by Wil-
liam Levi; the Catholic Torit Diocese, 
led by Bishop Akio; and members 
of the American Jewish community. 
Together, they wrote a proposal to 
Israel’s most prominent teaching hos-
pital, the Hadassah Medical Center in 
Jerusalem, with the goal of rebuilding 
the South Sudan public health infra-
structure. 

Stein-Seroussi’s bold proposal 

was that Hadassah Medical Center 
provide a rotational training system 
to Sudanese physicians and otherwise 
train community health workers to 
strengthen the quality and quantity of 
care in South Sudan.  

She noted Hadassah Medical 
Center’s perfect position to help, 
because it is a state-of-the-art medi-
cal facility; experienced in training 
medical students; and, being in Israel, 
is knowledgeable of the skills needed 
to work in conditions of war, with 
displaced persons and with people of 
many cultures. 

 “The people of South Sudan have 
waited 21 years for peace and the 
chance to rebuild their state, but they 

cannot do it alone; 
they need help,” 
stresses Stein-
Seroussi.  “The 
proposed program 
would signifi-
cantly impact the 
health of the South 
Sudanese by en-
hancing the train-
ing of its health 
care personnel 
and increasing the 
number of health 
care providers.”

She adds, “The 
program’s strength 
lies in the union of 
Hadassah Medical 
Center’s world-
class medical 
knowledge and the 
assets of the South 

Sudan’s dedicated health care commu-
nity. Together, they can create a better 
future for South Sudan.”  

Baker is excited about the very 
small part she has played in this 
overall effort, and believes that the 
strength lies in God’s hands. “God 
obviously has a plan for the saving of 
many,” she notes. “May He continue 
to do great and mighty things that we 
have not yet seen!”

Persons interested in making a 
difference can contact Lazerov by 
phone at (410) 531-3500 or (410) 952-
3331; by fax at (410) 988-9300; or by 
email at mlazerov@comcast.net. 

First Person: Can a chance encounter really make a difference?

Doreen Stein-Seroussi (pictured right) stands with her husband, Al, 
and their three children, Garrett, Jillian, and Max, in a recent D.C. rally 
to stop genocide in Darfur, Sudan. 

By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

ANNAPOLIS, Md.—Several miles 
from the United States border, families, 
mostly women and children, are living 
in makeshift homes held up by garage 
doors with tarp overhead, dirt floors 
and no running water. Members from 
Riva Trace Church in Annapolis have 
been helping these families, partnering 
with “Club Dust,” a group of people 
throughout the country who’ve devel-
oped a burden for these people.

Three hundred volunteers from 
California, Oregon, Washington, Ari-
zona and Maryland gather twice a year 
to build small homes and supply a va-
riety of needed clothing and household 
supplies. Recently, they began building 
a church. This year they’ll add VBS.

The families come from the deep 
south of Mexico with the hopes of 
getting across the border. Sometimes 
the men do get through and promise 
to send back money and return. They 
sometimes send money. Rarely do they 
return.

“They’ve spent all their money 
and their belongings are in the back 
of a vehicle. They find out quickly 
that they cannot get across. So they 
end up squatting on a piece of land, 
building shacks out of anything they 
can find. The husbands usually come 
over leaving wives with the children,” 
Stu Waring said. Waring is the leader 
of Riva Trace’s “PIPELINE” program 
for ages 18-30 and the coordinator of 

Riva’s Club Dust trips.
Waring and Christine, his wife, 

have been going to help with Club 
Dust since 2002. They lived in Santa 
Cruz, Cal., then. When they moved to 
Maryland and found Riva Trace, they 
kept going on their own.

“Two years ago, we thought, let’s 
see if anyone wants to go with us and 
20 people went. Last year we had 30. 
This year we’re going to have 55. It’s 
growing by leaps and bounds.”

Dennis Gray, senior pastor of 
Riva Trace Church, went to the area 
with Waring earlier this year for the 
first time.

“My first impression after ‘scout-
ing it out’ is that while our trip is only 
45 minutes over the border, we are in 
the heart of a third world country with 

all of the poverty, spiritual need and 
opportunity associated with a genuine 
mission trip. Actually, after having 
been in Hong Kong, Cuba and Main-
land China repeatedly, I was immedi-
ately struck by how similar the needs 
are,” Gray said.

 The cost of the trip is $650. Waring 
said he’s committed to raise $5,000 in 
addition to the cost of the trip for every 
15 people he brings. They are doing an 
assortment of fundraisers and are on 
target for this year’s goal of $20,000.

 In addition, Riva’s VBS missions 
offering this year will be used to 
support a VBS in El Nino where the 
church is being built.

 Riva members will work with 
other Club Dusters to build eight small 
homes in El Nino, from June 27- July 1. 

The 16 x 20 houses are built on concrete 
slabs with lofts over two small bed-
rooms. The cost of each home is $4,355. 
They will also build outhouses for each 
house, which costs an additional $600.

The groups meet up in San Diego, 
then bus down to Tecate, just east of Ti-
juana. They stay at a modest ranch that 
provides the needed amenities. They 
have prayer meetings and fellowship 
activities every day.

“We take buses out every morn-
ing. We work from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. In 
two and a half days, all the houses are 
built,” Waring said.

 In addition to building the houses, 
the teams take donations of clothing, 
household supplies and shoes.

Waring said volunteers buy 1,500 
pairs of shoes. The local people line up 
by the hundreds to get fitted for them. 
He said they don’t want to be viewed as 
the “Great White Hope” coming across 
the border, so in an act of love, they 
gently wash the people’s feet before fit-
ting them for shoes. Then they go on to 
provide other supplies, such as blan-
kets, clothing and baby strollers.

Gray said the Warings are making 
a tremendous impact.

“Hundreds of people have been 
touched by this ministry...all because 
one man and his wife give them-
selves to the cause of missions. What 
would happen to our world if every 
church had just one Stu...or even 
better...10...that championed the call 
of Jesus to ‘go to all the world and 
preach the gospel?’” 

Riva Trace joins Club Dust in ministering to 
‘third world country’ just south of the border

Just 45 minutes over the Mexican border is the heart of a third world country...
and opportunity to do a genuine mission trip, says Dennis Gray, senior pastor of 
Riva Trace Church in Annapolis, Md.
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Dear Counselor,
This past year a woman new 

to our church gave me a personal 
notebook where she had written 
many very personal, detailed events 
and relationships in her life. I 
gave it back to her, giving her the 
impression that I had spent time 
reading it even though I did not 
because it was too personal. Was I 
wrong not to read it? What should I 
do when someone wants to tell me 
more than I want to know? I’m not 
a counselor, but a minister’s wife.

              —Minister’s Wife

(This question was one of a 
number of questions posed in a 
question and answer period at the 
recent Minister’s Wives Retreat on 
the theme of “Minimizing Emotional 
Exhaustion in the Minister’s Family.”)

Dear Minister’s Wife,
You have rightly discerned that 

when a church member gives you 
a very personal document or gives 
you very intimate details of their life, 
it gives us pause to think about the 
role that we are being asked to play 
and gives us an opportunity to send 
a signal about the role we will choose 
to play. There are many possible 
questions unspoken in the intimate 
exposure such as:  Will you still accept 
me if you know all about me? Where 
are the boundaries between you and 
me? Will you be my confessor? Can 
I dump all my guilt on you? Can I 
use you to send a message to your 
husband? Will you allow me to talk 
this intimately with your husband? 
Will you allow me to be special and 
hear this level of detail about your life?

Although you may not get an 
entirely truthful answer (because 
some things are unconscious), it is 
helpful to be direct with the church 

member when they give us any 
document saying, “What would you 
like me to look for in this document? 
What kind of a response would you 
like from me?” This not only forces 
the person to think about what they 
are doing, but it also gives you the 
opportunity early on to explain how 
you handle these situations with 
all church members. This avoids 
the narcissistic injury (e.g., “you 
must not approve of my intimate 
details”) that could be done after 
we have seen the document and we 
decline to discuss it with them. 

If you do not want to read the 
material after you have seen it, 
directly tell the person that this is 
the case. Also, tell them why. This 
gives you an opportunity to set limits 
and to define what role you will 
play as a part of the ministry team. 
This can be done without wounding 
the other person. By simply saying 
that you want to help them in the 

best way possible and that since 
your training is limited or others are 
already designated in this church to 
handle these matters, you can open 
the door to a referral to a counselor 
or some other appropriate person.

All of this can be seen as a 
pastoral moment. Someone is reaching 
out for help. What exactly they are 
asking for is unclear. Clarity on your 
part begins to bring clarity to the 
pastoral event, and makes possible 
a deeper listening to the Holy Spirit 
who is ultimately a part of this 
interesting, intimate exchange.

                        —Tom Rodgerson

Questions may be e-mailed to 
trodgerson@bcmd.org with the subject 

line indicating, “Dear Counselor;” 
Or mailed to Tom Rodgerson, 8203 

Harford Road, Parkville, MD 21234. 

“Dear Counselor” with CentrePointe Counseling, Inc.

“What do I do if someone wants to tell me too much?”

information to seek and maintain a 
healthy lifestyle. 

El Bethel Church, Fort Wash-
ington, had a 14th anniversary unity 
celebration on June 9. The big event 
featured a health walk, health food, 
a picnic/barbecue, liturgical dancers, 
gospel music, mime, face painting, 
and displays from local fire and police 
departments. 

First Church, Mt.Ranier, had its 
annual Family and Friends Day in 
May, preceding spring revival services. 

Riverside Church, Fort Washing-
ton, had an installation service for J. 
Madison Thomas, Jr. as pastor. 

Susquehanna Association

First Church, Elkton, had its first 
annual men’s cook-off last month. 

The church will have VBS from 6 to 
8 p.m. each night, July 30-Aug. 3. Chil-
dren will discover the one true God in 
“Jungle Jaunt” as their “River Guides” 
lead them through the rain forest. 

Towne Church, Joppa, had an 
ordination service for Aaron Stewart. 
Stewart is the church’s music minis-
ter. He and his wife, Cindy, have been 
members of Towne for over seven years. 
The couple lives in Rosedale, and Cindy 
is the assistant manager of LifeWay 
Christian Store in White Marsh. 

The church is taking a mission 
team of 86 volunteers, ranging in ages 
from infants to over 80, to Wilming-
ton, Del., this month. The group will 
work with Latter Day Baptist Church, 
adding a foyer and baptismal pool for 
the church. They’re also helping the 
church convert an old donated home 
into a homeless shelter. Those that 
aren’t working on construction will be 
working with Latter Day Church and 
others in the area to provide a large 
VBS program in a local park. 

Dan Moore, pastor of Towne, said 
his church focuses on family missions. 
Whole families go on the trips, some-
times using their vacation time. Moore 
said it’s a great way to get children 
involved in missions. 

Towne does local mission work 
also. They just started a bus ministry, 
and they’re using it to pick up about 20 
people from the Helping Up Mission 
in Baltimore to bring them to church. 

Western Association

Little Meadows Church, New 
Creek, has called Mike Lashbaugh 
as its new pastor. Lashbaugh and his 
wife, Wanda, and their children, Ra-
chel and Michael, live in Cumberland. 

Western Association will cel-
ebrate its 60th year of summer youth 
camp for its 19 churches, July 8-13 at 4-
H Camp Frame, near Hedgesville, WV. 
This year’s theme will be “Broken,” 
based upon Psalm 34:18, “The LORD 
is close to the BROKENhearted and 
saves those who are crushed in spirit.”

Justin Hanneken, youth minister 
at Taneytown Church, will serve 
his second year as camp pastor. IMB 
missionary to Botswana, Sally Cline, 
will be resident missionary for the 
week. The camp for 150 4th-12th grad-

ers from mostly mountain churches 
will emphasize Bible study, worship, 
missions education/mobilization and 
recreation/fellowship.

Kenny Heath, Western Associa-
tion director of missions, said the old 
Western District Association began the 
camp in 1948. 

Through the years it has been 
located at Pleasant Valley 4-H Camp in 
Garrett County, and Camps Albryoca 
and Peniel in Pocahontas, Pa. 

For the past 18 years, it has been at 
Camp Frame.

Led primarily by pastors in the 
early years, the camp has been oper-
ated by mostly lay leadership since 
1974, when Bob Moreland (Second 
Church, Cumberland) and Frank Byer 
(La Vale Church) teamed to head the 
effort. Today, under the direction of a 
youth camp team from several WBA 
churches, 80 percent of the work force 
are laypersons. 

AssociationLIFE
Continued from page 3

around her dining room while she 
spent weeks working on the paper-
work. When they were ready to go, 
she and her family loaded them up 
and took them to the post office. 

“It was a witness to the post office 
workers. We’re in a very rural area. 
The women there were overwhelmed 
that people in this area would pack-
age up and send that many boxes to 
people they never met,” she said. 

Hastings said it was a witness 
to everyone involved. Several people 
gave her money to buy and fill the 
boxes. When she went to the dollar 
store and began stocking up she was 
asked why she was buying so much. 
She was happy to tell them. 

“It was a witness of how Southern 
Baptists are pulling together to help 
the soldiers,” she said.

The blessings were returned to 
the association, churches and individ-
uals when the letters of thanks began 
arriving. Hastings said some made 
her almost cry.

Marine Lance Corporal John Cal-
vin Jones wrote, “Dear Friends, I want 
to thank you folks for the gifts and 
prayers you have given for myself and 
fellow Marines…. I know that God 

will bless you many times over for the 
blessings you have given to us, people 
you have not met and do not know. I 
want to let you know that things are 
well with us. God has kept his mas-
sive hand of protection wrapped tight 
around us in our work out there. I 
ask that you continue praying for the 
mind, spirit, judgment and safety of 
the men and women that are deployed 
in service against the deeds of evil.”

 Marine Sergeant Mike Mitchell-
Wolfsen wrote, “…I am thanking you 
for your generosity in sending me a 
care package…I enjoy the feel of new 
socks on my feet. More importantly, 
it is because it is a reminder that no 
matter the reason I am over here, 
that there are people who support us. 
There are many different stories as 
to why we are here and none of them 
really matter because regardless I 
am here. …I come from a Christian 
background and have tried to apply 
my military life and hardships to help 
me in my Christian life… Me and my 
Marines will be inseparable as long 
as we are in Iraq. We will always be 
friends but after this deployment a lot 
of us are going our separate ways. I 
know that God and I never have to go 
our separate ways. …..

“Once again, thank you very 
much for your support and taking 
time and resources to send me, some-
one you don’t even know, a reminder 
that there is good in 
the world and that it 
will always be worth 
fighting for.” 

Now, at First 
Church, Delmar, 
they’re sending 
more packages. In 
response to a letter 
from Marines that 
told how they were 
building a girls’ 
school in Iraq, the 
church’s two and 
three-year-old 
Sunday school class 
sent school sup-
plies. 

The Girls in 
Action mission 
group sent Memo-
rial Day cards. 

Hastings 
said it made the 
church more 
aware of the sol-
diers’ needs and what they and their 
families are going through. 

For more information about the 
LifeBox program, email Lifebox@
lifeway.com or contact Maime Hast-
ings at hastings9152@aol.com. 

Eastern Association churches send ‘LifeBoxes’ to soldiers
Continued from page 1

Dear Eastern Baptist Association,
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU. I wish I would of taken pictures of our faces when we got those packages. It means so much to us when we receive care packages. We don’t get much except what the chow hall has and so when we get candy and supplies in the mail we are very grateful. As soon as all boxes were opened the mood in this place changed completely. Everyone looks happy today and it’s because we got your care pack-ages in the mail. Thank you for all the candy, cookies, note pads, pens, CDs and the thoughtful notes. We will put it all to good use and we appreciate your prayers and support.

God Bless and Semper Fi1st Bn 3rd Mar Communications Platoon

Western

Susquehanna
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New BCM/D organizational model and mission 
statement reflect Acts 1:8 strategy

By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—With an eye 
toward the next decade of ministry by 
the Baptist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware, Executive Director David 
Lee recently announced upgrades to 
the organization’s staff organizational 
model and mission statement.

Last December, Lee declared 2007, 
“A Year of Evaluation,” and to that 
end, has been earnestly engaged in 
studying the key areas of Convention 
work.

Lee noted that in November 1998, 
the Convention approved a new mis-
sion, vision, and structure. Aware that 
the new decade is quickly approach-
ing, he has led the organization to 
evaluate whether the existing models 
are still appropriate.

Accordingly, the team proposed 
new changes, mostly in nomenclature, 
to the General Mission Board on May 
8. The changes were approved.

Included in the changes are an 
updated strategy team model with 
corresponding new titles and a small 
addition to the mission statement. All 
the changes reflect the organization’s 
heart to follow Acts 1:8, which Jesus 
tells Christians they will “receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes” 
on them; and they “will be [His] wit-
nesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.”

Since 2000, the Convention has 
functioned internally as a system led 
by an Executive Team, empowered 
strategy teams, and a Planning Team 
(Executive Team plus team leaders of 
each strategy team).

After considerable study, the cur-

rent leadership team felt that there 
was no need for a wholesale overhaul 
of the current structure. However, 
they did find the following adjust-
ments would greatly enhance their 
ability to function well in the coming 
decade.

To better reflect the actual servic-
es the Convention provides, the team 
proposes that the existing strategy 
teams be named as follows: “Church 
Multiplication” (instead of “Church 
Planting”), “Church Services” (rather 
than “Congregational Development”), 
“Leadership Development and Sup-
port,” “Acts 1:8 Missions Involve-
ment,” and “Resource Development.”

“Church Multiplication” is a term 
that the Convention’s General Mission 
Board has already approved.

“We believe ‘Church Services’ 
better reflects what we do, rather than 
‘Congregational Development,’” Lee 
explained. “Our staff ‘services church-
es’ by coming alongside them to help 
them accomplish their visions.”

He added, “Adding ‘Acts 1:8’ to 
our ‘Missions Involvement Team’ title 
adds clarity to what drives that team.”

Also, with upcoming retirements 
and staff transitions, Lee proposed 
that the former Executive Team be 
merged with the former Planning 
Team to create a new Leadership Team 
composed of the executive director, 
an associate executive director and 
permanent team leaders of the five 
strategy teams.

Noting the departure from hav-
ing rotating leaders of the teams, Lee 
shared, “We believe that having a per-
manent team leader for each strategic 
team will provide better continuity.”

He clarified, “We will continue 
to include DOM’s (directors of mis-

sion), pastors and church staff leaders, 
and lay leaders as part of the strategic 
teams. We, however, recommend that 
the team leaders be members of the 
BCM/D staff.”

He noted that the time intensive 
demands of a team leader, especially 
in the adjusted structure, make it dif-
ficult for someone outside the build-
ing to assume these roles.

“We also feel that having a per-
manent team leader who assumes 
responsibility for leading the team 
in developing, budgeting and imple-
menting the assigned strategy will 
greatly enhance our functionality,” he 
added.

With the recent addition of Randy 
Millwood as missionary for Missional 
Leadership, Lee said that the BCM/D 
is within one staff position of being 
ready to staff the proposed leadership 
structure. He projects that the BCM/D 
can fund the one last position in 2008.

Lee also noted the BCM/D’s de-
sire to include Acts 1:8 in its mission 
statement.

The new mission statement will 
now read, “The Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware will intentionally 
assist in the starting and strengthen-
ing of congregations so that together 
we can fulfill Jesus’ commands in 
Matthew 28:19-20 and Acts 1:8.”

Lee noted that as of yet, the BCM/D 
is not ready to propose a new vision 
statement. That statement targets 2010. 
“Once the Leadership Team is in 
place, we will begin to pursue the sub-
ject of a post-2010 vision,” he said.

For more information about 
the BCM/D and its many ser-
vices to churches, visit online at                  
www.yourbcmd.org. 

Helping the helpless
By Bob Gerstmyer
Exeutive Director 

Baptist Family & Children’s Services

COLUMBIA, Md. — A recent 
study by researchers from 15 states 
investigated the lives of 448 low-in-
come families living in rural areas. 
Thirty-five families in the study live 
in Maryland’s Dorchester County on 
the Eastern Share and Garrett County 
in Western Maryland. Both of these 
counties rank high on the State’s list of 
the highest percentage of the popula-
tion in the jurisdiction living below 
the poverty line. 

That line, set by the Federal Gov-
ernment for the period in which the 
study was conducted, was $19,157 for 
a family with two parents and two 
children. For a single parent with two 
children, the line was $15,219.

The study found the following:
Employment - The mothers are 

working, sometimes as many as two 
or three jobs. Other adults living in the 
household are also working. Their jobs 
are in the service industry, the poor-
est paying with few or no benefits. 
Although they are working they are 
still below the poverty level. 

Finances - It is difficult for these 
families to stretch their budgets for 
basic needs like food, clothing and 
school expenses for the kids. Most of 
the families turn for help from their 
families, however when they do turn 
to public assistance, food assistance 
tops the list. Often these mothers sac-
rifice food for themselves to feed their 
children. 

Health - Most of these families 
do not have health benefits for family 
members. In the last year the fami-
lies faced an average of five crises. A 
standardized scale for depression 

measured that half of the mothers are 
suffering from depression, which is 
well beyond the average found in the 
general population. 

Further study indicates that the 
jurisdictions in Maryland with the 
highest levels of people living at or 
below the poverty line in-
clude Baltimore City (21.5%), 
Somerset County (19.7%), 
Allegany County (14.2%), 
Dorchester County (13.9%), 
Garrett County (12.7%), and 
Wicomico County (12.3%). 
In Delaware Kent County 
has the highest level (11.4%) 
of the three counties in that 
state. Of the top seven juris-
dictions in our two states, six 
of them are largely rural.  

So what is our response? 
It is interesting that the 
mothers interviewed in the 
15-state study listed school 
expenses as one of their 
top challenges. This summer Baptist 
Family will be helping churches in 
Baltimore City, on the Eastern Shore 
and in Delaware to provide school 
supplies for parents to purchase for 
their children at a very low cost (one 
dollar per child or one canned good 
per child) We are estimating that we 
will be helping over 1,500 children. 

Several churches have signed on 
to help us, either as store churches, 
support churches, or both. It is not 
too late for your church to help as a 
support church. That means that you 
will collect school supplies from your 
congregation and deliver them to our 
offices in Columbia. If you are willing 
and able to help, call Julie Rankin at 
(800) 621-8834, ext. 103. 

Other churches are helping in 
more comprehensive ways. One 

church has embraced a single par-
ent mom with three children. We call 
these folks our model wraparound 
team. They will do whatever it takes 
to help. The team consists of one of the 
pastors from the church, two married 
couples and one other person. This 

mom has endured many 
hardships and the team 
has stepped in to help 
make a better life for her 
and her children. They 
do things like: provide 
childcare about two times 
a week while mom works 
or attends church meet-
ings; fix her car when it 
goes on the blink and 
lend her a vehicle while 
hers is being repaired; 
partially furnish her 
apartment; provide food 
and other necessities; help 
pay for career develop-
ment workshops for mom 

to attend; mentor one of the children; 
and on and on. Meanwhile mom is 
working on her education so that she 
can get a better paying job that will 
support her family. This is not about 
one time assistance. It is a long-term 
helping relationship 

The church can make and is mak-
ing a difference in the lives of families 
and individuals in crisis. Maryland 
and Delaware are diverse states with 
challenges in their cities and in the 
more rural areas. Every church in our 
two states has an opportunity to help 
feed the hungry, give drink to the 
thirsty, help the stranger, clothe the 
naked, and visit the sick and impris-
oned. Thank you to those who are. We 
wait to hear from those who are will-
ing to do more. 

�

BCM/D
July and August 

Events
 

JULY

1-6 Centrifuge Week 3 at Skycroft 
for grades 7-12 
(800-536-6759)

9-13  CentriKid Week 1 at 
Skycroft for grades 3-6 
(800-536-6759)

13-15  CentriKid Weekend at 
Skycroft for grades 3-6 
(800-536-6759)

16-20  CentriKid Week 2 at 
Skycroft for grades 3-6 
(800-536-6759)

15-20  Girl’s Camp at Camp 
Wo-Me-To for girls grades 4-12 
(ext. 231)

20-21  Mother/Daughter Camp at 
Camp Wo-Me-To (ext. 231)

22-27  YPAC at Skycroft for 
students grades 7-12 (ext. 253)

27-28  Skycroft Horizons 2007 at 
Skycroft (ext. 233)

30- Aug 3  Crosspoint at Skycroft 
for grades 4-8 (800-536-6759)

AUGUST

2-5  Boys Camp at Wo-Me-To for 
grades 1-6 (ext. 215)

5-8  Mission X at Skycroft for 
families (800-536-6759)

For detailed information, 
go to www.yourbcmd.org/calendar 

or call 1-800-466-5290 and dial the 
extension listed.

MONTREAT, N.C. (BP)--Ruth 
Bell Graham, wife of evangelist Billy 
Graham, died June 14, surrounded 
by her husband and five children at 
her Montreat, N.C., home. She was 87.

The daughter of missionary 
parents, Ruth was the woman 
behind “America’s Pastor,” and her 
dedication to her children while her 
husband was on the road preaching 
no doubt will be one of her greatest 
legacies.

“Ruth was my life partner, and 
we were called by God as a team,” 
Billy Graham said in a statement. 
“No one else could have borne the 
load that she carried. She was a vital 
and integral part of our ministry, 
and my work through the years 
would have been impossible without 
her encouragement and support.

“I am so grateful to the Lord that 
He gave me Ruth, and especially 
for these last few years we’ve had in 
the mountains together,” Graham 
added. “We’ve rekindled the ro-
mance of our youth, and my love for 
her continued to grow deeper every 
day. I will miss her terribly, and look 
forward even more to the day I can 
join her in heaven.” 

A public funeral service took 
place on June 16 at the Anderson Au-
ditorium at the Montreat Conference 
Center in Montreat, N.C.

Ruth Graham 
laid to rest



ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
- Bethel Baptist Church is seeking a 
full-time Administrative Assistant to 
work 35 hours per week.  Resumes 
may be sent to: bethelb@bethelbap-
tistec.org, FAX to 410-465-6101, or 
Bethel Baptist Church, 4261 Montgom-
ery Rd., Ellicott City, MD 21043.  

ASSOCIATE PASTOR – Hughesville 
Baptist Church is seeking appli-
cants for a full-time Associate Pastor 
responsible for outreach and disciple-
ship. A Bachelor’s degree/Seminary 
is preferred. More information is 
available at www.HughesvilleBaptist.
com. Send resumes to HBC, 8505 
Leonardtown Road, Hughesville, MD  
20637, ATTN: Chairman Associate 
Pastor Search Committee. Phone: (301) 
274-3672.

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC — (part time 
position) Colesville Baptist Church 
in Silver Spring, Md., is looking for 
a spiritually mature believer to lead 
the church’s music ministries. Quali-
ties looked for include: ability and 
aptitude to plan and lead worship for 
a diverse congregation with a blended 
worship style; ability and aptitude to 
develop the potential of the individu-
als who comprise the music ministries 
at the church. Please inquire at (301) 
384-9153.

FULL TIME YOUTH PASTOR 
- Dunkirk Baptist Church (Dunkirk, 
Md.) is seeking a full time Youth 
Pastor to join the pastoral staff.  The 
ministry emphasis is middle and high 
school students with direction given 
to College and Career and Children’s 
Ministries. The purpose for this posi-
tion will be to lead students to devel-
op an intimate relationship with Jesus 
Christ, build intentional relationships 
with others, and communicate God’s 
love through missions and ministry.  
A ministry position description and 
qualifications criteria can be viewed at 
www.dunkirkbaptistchurch.org and 
go to “about us” and click on “staff.”  
Send resumes to 11275 Southern 
Maryland Blvd. Dunkirk, Md. 20754, 
or email it to dbcadmin@comcast.net 
by July 30, 2007.  

HISTORY TUTOR — History tutor 
needed for 2007-2008 Christian home-
school tutorial in Pasadena/Severna 
Park area. This is a one-day a week 
classroom situation. Tutor will teach 
l-l/2 hour lesson and assign work 
for the week. Education, significant 
knowledge and/or experience re-
quired. For more information call 
Sharon Mager, (410) 544-3848 or email 
srmwriter@hotmail.com.

PASTOR — Bethany Baptist Church 
of Wilmington, Del., is seeking a 

Pastor to lead our Southern Baptist 
church of 142 active members.  Our 
mission is to glorify and praise God, 
reach others for Christ, affirm and 
care for others, cultivate relation-
ships, and equip people for God’s 
service.  We are seeking the man God 
has called to Bethany to lead and 
shepherd God’s people and teach His 
Word.  Candidate should be ordained, 
with experience in leading a congre-
gation.  A Masters of Divinity degree 
(M.Div.) is preferred.  Send your 
resume with references to Bethany 
Baptist Church, 410 Denver Road, 
Newport, DE 19804, Attn: Chairman 
Pastor Search Committee.  
www.bethanydelaware.org.

WORSHIP LEADER — (part-time) 
New Hope Community Church of 
Pasadena/Baltimore, Md., seeks an 
experienced worship leader to lead 
contemporary, artsy worship services 
on Saturday nights. The successful 
candidate will love the Lord, first and 
foremost, and will seek to lead others 
into a lifestyle of worship. Contact 
Senior Pastor Larry Baker at (443) 
463-7102 for more information or visit 
online at www.yournewhope.org.

YOUTH DIRECTOR - Seven Locks 
Baptist Church in Potomac, Md., is 
seeking a part-time youth director. 
The position will require approxi-

mately 20 hours/week, with some 
work hour flexibility. We currently 
have 17 youth. As we build our youth 
ministry, it is anticipated that this 
position will go to full-time. Resumes 
to:  C. Baxter, Seven Locks Baptist 
Church, 11845 Seven Locks Road, 
Potomac, MD 20854-3340, or e-mail to: 
Mistcb@aol.com.

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX YOUR AD 
Deadlines are the second Friday of 
each July for the following month’s 
issue. Classified advertising is 75 
cents per word ($18.00 minimum) 
for BCM/D churches and church 
members; 85 cents per word 
($20.00 minimum) for non-profit 
organizations; and �5 cents 
per word ($25.00 minimum) for 
commercial organizations. Word 
count does not include words with 
two letters or less. Contact us for 
display ad pricing. 

Acceptance of advertising does 
not constitute an endorsement 
of any advertiser’s products or 
services.

To Place an Ad
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Sundays at 8:30am EST

The Trinity Broadcasting Network 
(DIRECT TV Ch. 372)

The Church Channel (DIRECT TV 
Ch. 371)

(Consult local cable affiliates in your 
area for channel allocations)

XM Satellite Radio 
Family Talk Channel 170
Saturdays at 8:30pm EST

Dr. James Merritt 
is the Senior Pastor 
of Cross Pointe, The 
Church at Gwinnett 
Center in Duluth, Ga. 
His uncompromising 
preaching and leader-
ship have brought 
phenomenal growth 
to the church where thousands attend 
each week. He is a past-President of 
the Southern Baptist Convention and 
is a noted author and speaker. He and 
his wife Teresa have been married for 
30 years and have three sons; James, 
Jr., Jonathan and Joshua. The Merritts 
reside in Dacula, Ga. 

Dr. Merritt is the speaker for 
Touching Lives which reaches mil-
lions around the world every week. His 
ability to apply Biblical principles to 
the problems and concerns of everyday 
life has made Touching Lives one of the 
most popular and respected broadcast 
ministries across the nation and around 
the world.

WAKE FOREST, N.C. – South-
eastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
celebrated its spring 2007 commence-
ment ceremonies on May 25 with 246 
students graduating from its gradu-
ate and undergraduate programs.

The following students from 
the state of Maryland graduated. 

Listed are their degrees attained, full 
names and hometowns.

Master of Church Music: 
Anthony James Rosolowski 

– Bel Air, Md.
Doctor of Philosophy: 
Alan S. Brandy – Rockville, Md.

Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary graduates 246

Friday, July 27, 2 p.m. - Saturday, July 28, 2 p.m.
A strong foundation is required to build an Acts 1:8 church.  

Jesus states that all who “hear and act” on His teachings will be “wise” 
because they build their lives on the foundation of a “rock”.  
Let’s remember the “Rock” and bring those who will be the 

foundation stones in your church to Horizons 2007. 

For a complete schedule and a list of sessions, 
go to www.yourbcmd.org/horizons 

or contact Donna Shiflett at (800) 466-5290, ext. 226 
or dshiflett@bcmd.org.

For on-line 
training, go to:

 
bcmd.e-quip.net
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