
The Church at Riverside, a 
church restart, explodes in 
growth

It was a pivotal 
moment in 
history. The 
22-year-old 
Riverside Church 

in Belcamp, Md., was posed to give 
its church property away to the 
United Way. At the time, the church 
had dwindled to 10-12 people, and 
its bivocational pastor couldn’t 
continue the long distance travel 
back and forth. Page 6

Columbia Chinese Church 
doubles as it awaits a new 
pastor

Columbia 
Chinese 
Church is an 
anomaly. It 
doubled in 

size over the past two years, going 
from about 100 to 200 attending 
each Sunday’s worship...What’s 
unique about it is that they haven’t 
had a senior pastor during that time. 
Page 6

At 72, Doug Alberts’ zeal for 
ministry grows

With a dance in his step, 
72-year-old Doug Alberts 
has the energy of a 40-
year-old. And rightly so. 
It was near that age when 
Alberts, now pastor at 

Grace Church of Sunset Beach in 
Pasadena, Md., became a Christian. 
Page 9
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In this Issue...

On the Web...

By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

 COLUMBIA, Md.—Searching 
for a simple way to start a praise team, 
train up new worship leaders, start a 
youth band or just have some quick, 
simple music? Bill Archer, BCM/D 
music/worship missionary and his 
daughter, Katie, a musician in the 
praise team at First Church, Rock-
ville, have found the solution. They’ve 
compiled a book of 50 praise songs 
that can be played with just four or 
five chords. 

It’s simple. Churches provide 
Archer their Christian Copyright 
License Intl. (CCLI) number, which 
is placed on the book along with the 
church name. The cost is $20 which 
covers the cost of printing. Churches 
receive the book and a data CD with 
the same information. Each church 
can print as many copies as its license 
allows. 

Archer said he began working on 
the compilation after David Jack-
son, BCM/D’s church multiplication 
missionary, asked for a way to help 
new church plants develop worship 
leaders. Archer knew immediately 
that the problem wasn’t just limited to 
church plants. 

“One of the biggest needs in the 
convention right now is for music/
worship leadership. This is a way to 
develop that in-house,” Archer said. 

The first 32 songs require only 
four basic chords – G, C, D and Em. 
The last 18 use a fifth chord, Am. 

Archer said the book has the pic-
tures of all the chord fingerings with 
detailed instructions. It’s self-explana-
tory and self-teaching.

The simplicity of the songs is 

great for helping new musicians to 
learn the music quickly, giving them 
confidence and encouraging them to 
further develop their skills. 

“They’re all in very ‘singable’ keys 
for congregations. The ranges fit really 
well,” Archer said. 

The Chorus Book includes an 
index listing titles with the original 

artist and CD title. All of the selected 
choruses are very current. Titles 
include: “Blessed Be Your Name,” 
“Creator King,” “O Praise Him” and 
“Walk by Faith.”

For more information about the book, 
or to place an order, email Carol Batson 
at cbatson@bcmd.org, or call her at (410) 
290-5290 ext. 261. 

Fifty songs with five chords 
–A simple, effective way to 
home grow worship leaders   

Bill Archer and his daughter, Katie, arrange worship music using only four or five 
chords to help new musicians learn the music quickly and play confidently.

By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent 

 
COLUMBIA, Md.—Adele Mill-

wood is not completely deaf, but close. 
She suffers from a severe hearing 
impairment that keeps her suspended 
between the deaf and the 
hearing world – two very dif-
ferent cultures. 

Millwood, BCM/D 
ministry assistant to her 
husband, Randy Millwood, 
BCM/D missionary for 
misional church leadership, 
small groups and seminary 
extension, began noticing her 
loss of hearing after Adele 
had a sinus infection in 1988. 
Her hearing, originally di-
agnosed as mildly impaired, 
deteriorated over 16 years 
leaving her completely deaf 
in her right ear and with 70 
percent hearing loss in the 
left. Doctors were baffled as 
to the cause.

“I missed a lot,” she said, softly. 
That included hearing her sons, Josh 
and Caleb and their wives say their 
wedding vows. Though she was able to 
follow along using scripts, she couldn’t 
hear their precious voices. 

“I became very isolated,” she said. 

“I couldn’t go out.” She had some close 
calls, almost getting hit by cars because 
she couldn’t hear them coming. 

Church was a whole other issue. 
The family was attending Celebration 
Church in New Orleans. Even with 
two hearing aids she couldn’t hear the 

instructions of the praise leader 
or the sermon. She often left in 
tears and said if she weren’t a 
leader, she doesn’t know if she 
would have gone back.

But she did, and began 
to persistently ask the church 
to provide a hearing assisted 
device to help her. The church 
bought several and to Mill-
wood’s surprise, she found that 
sometimes on Sundays there 
weren’t any available because 
others needed them also.

She said many people suffer 
through instead of asking. In 
fact, churches could be losing 
people who are just tired of 
struggling to hear. 

Adele Millwood: ‘Once I was deaf’

Adele Millwood holds up her new cochlear implant 
which creates signals stimulating the auditory nerve.

Continued on page 9

BCM/D Annual Meeting, 
Nov. 12-13, 2007
Reserve rooms now at the Clarion 
Resort Fontainebleau on 10100 
Coastal Highway in Ocean City, Md.

Ministers’ Family Getaway 2007
October 26-28, 2007 Willow Valley 
Resort & Conference Center, 
Lancaster, Pa. Space is limited!

Photo by Stephen Archer



Page 2September 2007

BaptistLIFE (ISSN 331-640) is 
published monthly except January as a 
Cooperative Program ministry of the 
Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware

Postmaster: Send address changes 
to:10255 Old Columbia Road
Columbia, MD 21046-1716
(Phone) 800.466.5290 ext. 246
(Fax) 410.290.6627
(E-mail) lrodriguez@bcmd.org

BaptistLIFE Staff
Bob Simpson Executive Editor
Iris White Managing Editor/Backpage Coord.
Shannon Baker Design Editor/

National Correspondent
Sharon Mager        BCM/D Correspondent
Lauren Rodriguez Mailing List/Billing
Sherry Lee Advisor to the Editor

Address Change: Send the new address with the old 
mailing label at least three weeks prior to move.

Advertising Rates are available. We do not 
automatically accept all advertising. We typically accept 
ads for services provided to Maryland and Delaware 

Baptists related to or assisting in starting new churches 
and strengthening existing ones. Acceptance of 
advertising does not constitute an endorsement of any 
advertiser’s products or services.

The deadline for news and advertising is the first day 
of the month preceding the next issue. 

Subscription: Free of charge by request to members 
of the BCM/D churches; outside BCM/D churches and 
members, $10 per year; BackPage Program: $20 per 
issue.

We Welcome letters from readers, press releases and 
photo topics of interest to Maryland/Delaware Baptists. 
Digital photos sent electronically are preferred. If you 
send glossy prints, please include a SASE for return.

Letters to the Editor (LTTE) do not reflect the views 
or opinions of BaptistLIFE. We prefer letters from 
Maryland and Delaware. Only letters marked clearly 
for publication as a LTTE, signed and with addresses 
will be considered. Please include a daytime telephone 
number for verification purposes. Letters may not 
exceed 300 words and are subject to editing. Letters 
attacking churches or individuals will not be published. 
Letters will be edited for clarity, BaptistLIFE style, 
and space considerations, but not for content. We regret 
that we cannot respond to all letters not accepted for 
publication.

BaptistLIFE is a member of the Association of State 
Baptist Papers and is printed by The Daily Record, 
Baltimore, Md.

BaptistLIFE 
Serving Baptists since 1849

Volume 91                                                 Number 8

David Lee
BCM/D Executive 

Director

Bob Simpson
BCM/D Assoc. 

Executive Director, 
BaptistLIFE Editor

Rick Hancock
BCM/D President 

and Pastor of 
Dunkirk Church

It is hard to 
believe that 
school is back in 

session. Summers 
come and go so 
quickly. Actually, 
I enjoy this time of 
year. There is a re-
freshing air of new 
beginning, new 
opportunities, and 
new possibilities.

I want to call 
you to prayer and action on behalf of 

our students as they return to school. 
They face enormous challenges and 
temptations. They wrestle with daily 
decisions, some of which will impact 
the rest of their lives.

• Pray that they will seek God’s 
wisdom.

• Pray for their safety.
• Pray that they will answer God’s 

call to be missionaries on their cam-
puses.

• Pray for their teachers and their 
leaders.

• Pray that God will enable them to 
discern truth from myth and lies.

• Pray for their families. For many 
families, each September marks a 
major new chapter in their lives.

• Put feet on your prayers. Find 
a way to become involved with our 
students. If you live close to a school, 
explore ways of becoming partners 
with them. You may be surprised 
such how open those doors may be.

Become involved with our col-
legiate ministry. As we begin this 
new school year, we have asked our 
collegiate ministry leaders to give an 
even greater intentionality to shar-
ing the gospel and connecting local 

churches with the students. Encour-
age your church to partner with one 
of our collegiate ministry groups so 
that they can expand their influence 
on campus for Jesus Christ. Give me a 
call. I can help you get in touch with a 
ministry leader.

There is no more significant way to 
influence the future than to become 
involved in a positive way with one of 
our students. I challenge you to make 
that your priority this new school 
year. 

Pray for our students as they return to school

Change is in 
the air. Very 
soon the lush 

greenery of our 
Mid-Atlantic region 
will change to beau-
tiful red and gold 
tones. The warm, 
muggy, summer 
days will soon fade 
into Indian summer 
comfortable. I love 
the seasonal chang-
es in Maryland and 

Delaware.
For those of you who love the 

Calvin and Hobbes cartoon…one 
day Calvin says to Hobbes, “Nothing 
is permanent. Everything changes. 
That’s the one thing we know for sure 
in this world.” And then he quickly 
adds, “But I’m still going to gripe 
about it!”

Ah, that’s the problem with change. 
Folks know that it is inevitable, but 
they still aren’t happy about it. In 

Acts, chapter 10, there is a great 
story…if you like change. I encourage 
you to get out your Bible and read it 
right now.

It’s the story where God moves 
Peter to a point of being willing to 
change his thinking in order for him 
to reach more people with the love of 
Christ. Of course, Peter has always 
been a work in progress. But now God 
is dealing with him at a deep, deep 
level.  

Enter Cornelius the Gentile. He 
represents everything Peter has 
grown up to detest. Peter had been 
taught to hate Gentiles. And now God 
requires Peter to put aside his own 
likes and dislikes. God is teaching 
Peter that often, in order for God to 
use us, there has to come a change of 
mind and heart. Not easy, but neces-
sary for change to be accomplished. 
For Peter it meant giving up tradi-
tions, rituals, and methods that were 
no longer effective in reaching people 
with the Gospel.

So many people and churches 
are wrestling with having to make 
enormous changes to what has been 
comfortable for so long. God calls peo-
ple in every age to be open to change 
for the sake of proclaiming Christ. 
We must change. We must be teach-
able. The message never changes, but 
the methods are constantly open to 
review and modification. For exam-
ple, John Wesley, in the 18th century 
got on horseback and rode all over 
England preaching. That was the best 
method at the time. But ask yourself, 
“Are we still riding horses as the best 
way to deliver the Gospel?” No, of 
course not. Things have changed!

In order for churches to move from 
survival to “thrival” (I’m not sure if 
that’s a word, but it works this time 
for me) well into the 21st century, we 
need to move from being maintenance 
organizations to being missional 
organizations. Many churches are 
more passionate about preserving the 
past than they are about the primary 

mission of the church. It is the hardest 
thing in the world to do. But at some 
point, change must occur. Our prima-
ry focus must change from pleasing 
and appeasing ourselves to proclaim-
ing and living out the Good News of 
Jesus Christ beyond the bricks and 
mortar of our church buildings.

Actually, in order to change, we 
must ask different questions. For ex-
ample, the maintenance congregation 
asks, “How many visitors do we have 
today?” The missional congregation 
asks, “How many disciples are we 
making?” The maintenance congrega-
tion asks, “How will this change af-
fect me?” The missional congregation 
asks, “Will this increase our ability 
to reach those outside?” The mainte-
nance congregation asks, “How can 
we get these people to support the 
church?” The missional congregation 
asks, “How can the church support 
these people?”

Acts 10…it’s a great story if you like 
change! 

Great story...if you like change!

As I sit in 
my office 
writing 

this article, rescue 
workers are desper-
ately searching for 
six coal miners in 
Huntington, Utah. 
Teams of rescuers 
frantically cleared 
debris from un-
derground tunnels 
trying to reach the 

six men trapped by a cave-in beneath 
more than 1,500 feet of solid rock. 
The trapped miners are in a chamber 
3.4 miles inside the Crandall Canyon 
mine.

The mining company enlisted the 
help of over 200 employees and four 
rescue crews to bring the miners out 
alive. Helicopters, large boring drills, 
conveyor belts and all other available 
equipment are being brought in to aid 
the rescue. Drill rigs are being used to 
punch holes in the mine to improve 
ventilation in the collapsed shaft.

This tragic event comes on the heels 
of the I-35W bridge collapse in Minne-

apolis just last week. Five deaths have 
been confirmed and over 100 people 
were injured. Divers are searching the 
murky waters of the Mississippi River 
for additional victims from the sud-
den collapse. One news report stated 
that a mistake by the divers could cost 
them their lives. And yet we see the 
rescuers wade into the water.

I am encouraged to see that people 
are worth saving. No expense was 
spared and no effort too great in Utah 
and Minnesota. People matter. Can 
you imagine if the church really felt 
the same way?

What would our church strategy 
look like if people in need became 
our primary focus? How would our 
church budgets change if we became 
passionate about those desperately 
crying out for help? What if every 
Maryland/Delaware minister consid-
ered himself/herself to be a rescue 
worker for those trapped in a hopeless 
life and drowning in the current of 
our culture? What if we in the church 
spared no expense and utilized every 
available resource to accomplish the 
mission? What would happen in our 

communities if people really mattered 
to us?

Maybe I posed too many questions, 
but aren’t these the ones we need to be 
asking? E. V. Hill challenged a group 
of pastors to become, “fishers of men 
rather than keepers of the aquarium.” 
Most of our churches will budget 
more funds for 2008 to continue our 
ministry programs to the caught 
crowd than we will for those who are 
not-yet-Christians. I know the drill. 
I have served as pastor for 15 years. 
Most of the resources we receive will 

stay inside the church to take care of 
the family.

Bridges are collapsing and mines 
are caving in all around us. People 
need the Jesus we follow. The four 
friends of the paralytic in Mark 2:1-12 
had a “whatever it takes” attitude. 
They dug a hole in the roof of a house 
to get their friend to Jesus. That wasn’t 
a church program that was passion. 
They used their resources to rescue a 
friend in need.

Will we? 

Whatever it takes



Arundel Association

First Church, Eastport, is cel-
ebrating its 120th birthday. In com-
memoration of the event, the church 
will have a “Memories Night” begin-
ning at 7 p.m. on Sept. 8, with mem-
bers and friends sharing reminiscenc-
es of times gone by. On Sept. 9, former 
pastor, Ed Woodward, will speak at 
the 11 a.m. worship service. Later at 
2 p.m., there will be an old fashioned 
hymn sing along with special songs 
from various Christian musicians. 

Grace Church, Pasadena, will 
lave its annual concert in the park 
from 5-8 p.m. on Sept. 2 at Sunset 
Beach Park, near the church. Mem-
bers, friends and neighbors bring 
their chairs and blankets and relax as 
they listen to local Christian singers. 

New Hope Church, Baltimore, 
has been busy doing missions near 
and far this summer. Following a 
week of community kindness, the 
church celebrated with a huge fes-
tival in Curtis Bay featuring music, 
games, food, mime demonstrations 
and creative movement teams. Over 
400 people attended, others sat on 
porches and watched and several 
looked on curiously in cars. A mis-
sion team from New Vision Church, 
Murfeesboro, Tenn, led by Jeremy 
Lee, helped throughout the week. The 
team helped at the festival along with 
several BCM/D churches. Six people 
committed their lives to Christ at the 
Curtis Bay Festival.

The church sent a mission team, 
comprised of adults, teens and chil-
dren, to Matamoros, Mexico in July. 
The volunteers led VBS and other 
outreach ministries. 

New Hope recently licensed 
church member Bill DeOrazio to the 
gospel ministry. 

The church is busy now planning 
for its fall festival in Pasadena on Oct. 
31. 

First Church, Crofton, donates 
used Bibles and hand-made book-
marks to local jails. 

The church had a bluegrass cof-
feehouse featuring local musician, 
Wayne Taylor, last month, followed by 
an open mike time. 

First Church, Shady Side, 
celebrated its 50th anniversary at a 
special service on July 29. Church 
members past and present, friends 
and church supporters came together 
for the retelling the “story” of First 
Church, Shady Side, an old fashioned 
“pig-picking,” music, worship and the 
installation of Gioele Settembrini as 
Pastor Emeritus. 

Baltimore Association
 
Beacon Church, White Marsh, 

hosted a community carnival this 
summer to kick of its Vacation Bible 
School. Five-hundred people came for 
the games, food and special guests, 
one of which was the Oriole’s Bird. 

The church collected donations 
from area business they used as 
prizes and attractions for the carnival. 
Pleasant Plains Church in Matthews, 
N.C., sent a mission team to help 
Beacon with the carnival. Greenridge 
Church members also helped as well 
as several BCM/D summer missionar-
ies. 

First Church, Dundalk, hosted 
the Agape Puppets group in July. 
Afterwards everyone enjoyed an ice 
cream social in the church fellowship 
hall. 

Immanuel Church, Baltimore, 
is kicking off its fall programs this 
month. They’ll launch their 11th year 
of AWANA on Sept. 16. Jeff Shultz, 
pastor, is presenting a seven-week 
sermon series called “The Bible’s Keys 

to Health and Wellness.” In October, 
the church will host Joel Goddard for 
music and a study on the book, “The 
Adventures of Worship.” For more 
information, see www.immanuelbap-
tistchurch.org.

Long Green Church, sent mission 
teams to Scotland and to Norfolk, Va., 
this summer. 

North Point Church, Baltimore, 
is seeking former members to attend 
its 50th homecoming on Sept. 9. James 
Scott will be bringing the message 
and local Christian singer, Jason 
Jackson, will sing during the 11 a.m. 
worship service. Some of the church’s 
former pastors will attend the special 
event and will also participate in the 
service. 

Church members will host a 
covered dish dinner and continue the 
celebration festivities on the church 
grounds after morning service. 

Tabernacle Church, Baltimore, 
had several children give their lives to 
Christ during their VBS this summer. 

Blue Ridge Association

David Burt resigned as director 
of missions for Blue Ridge Associa-
tion and began working with LifeWay 
Christian Resources Aug. 15.

Covenant Church, Shepherd-
stown, W.V., is getting ready to start 
its Upward flag football games and 
cheerleading programs. 

Myersville Church will have a 
free family movie night for the com-
munity on Sept. 21. Members are 
providing free refreshments. 

South End Church licensed Mi-
chael Herbert for the gospel ministry.

Herbert has accepted the Lord 
calling him into the ministry by mov-
ing to Lynchburg, Va., with his wife, 
Frances, where he will attend Liberty 
University.

Delaware Association

Delaware Association formed a 
partnership with some people from 
Smyrna who recently started up a 
basketball league, 
called “Youth 
In,” that they are 
offering for free 
to needy youth in 
the community.  
Cody Whittaker, 
the association’s 
mission evange-
lism and family 
life director, met 
them early in the 
summer at a park 
where the associa-
tion was hosting 
its annual picnic. 

“They shared 
with me their 
desire to provide 
some healthy 
activities for the 
kids in the community who are at risk 
because of drugs and other activity in 
their neighborhoods,” Whitaker said.  
“I shared with them about my desire 
to reach out to the inner city kids in 
the community and more importantly 

to be able to share with them the hope 
of Jesus. This group was so excited to 
hear about that and asked if we could 
possibly work together in our efforts 
to reach out to these kids.”  

The two groups hosted a fam-
ily fun day/cookout with basketball 
contests and prizes, food and other 
fun events. 

The association helped with the 
annual Wilmington Games in July 
and August. The Delaware Associa-
tion helps sponsor this event, provid-
ing multiple opportunities to share 
the gospel. This year the association 

expanded its outreach by inviting 
a Christian rap artist and Christian 
clowns. 

Iron Hill Church, New Castle, 
was busy this summer reaching out to 
its community. 

The church 
had its first VBS 
ever this year. A 
mission team from 
Pleasant Hill, in 
Quitman, Miss., 
helped. 

This year’s an-
nual car show was 
a success, drawing 
400 people to the 
event.  

“The first year, 
we had about 20 
cars with a few tro-
phies and prizes,” 
John Willis, pastor 
of Iron Hill, said. 
“One guy that 
attended gave his 
life to the Lord and 

started going to church with his fam-
ily.  He started ‘Cruizers For Christ,’ 
and he and the car club has helped 
with the event each year.”  

Willis said the event grows each 
year.  There is free food, games, crafts 
and live music. They give “goodie 
bags” with Iron Hill coffee mugs, 
candy, a toy car, a Gospel of John 
and a copy of “How Good is Good 
Enough” by Andy Stanley. This year 
the church had about 125 hot rods, 
classics, antiques, tuners, “rat rods” 
and motorcycles.  Close to 400 people 
came and ate over 500 hot dogs.  

The worship band “Redfish” 
played and in the middle of the show, 
a young man named Chris got bap-
tized.  Chris is in the Army and the 
next day he shipped off to Iraq.

Eastern Association

Marion Church built a 4,000 
square foot fellowship hall with space 
for more classrooms and a recreation 
area. The project has been accom-
plished mostly by volunteers. Mis-
sion teams from Alabama, Virginia, 
North Carolina, Texas and Delaware 
volunteered their time and talents to 
help complete the project. The church 
plans to have the building complete 
by mid-October. Members hope to 
have their first ever Thanksgiving 
community dinner this year. 

The church is growing. A Cel-
ebrate Recovery Program is doing 
very well. 

 
Mid-Maryland Association

Elders Church, Sykesville, will 
have an “Olde Time Harvest Festival” 
on Oct. 31 as a Halloween alternative. 
Though most who attend are church 
members and friends, last year, some-
one from the community came to the 
event and accepted Christ. 

  
Montgomery Association
 
Greenridge Church, Clarksburg, 

called Bill Rodriguez as its new youth 
pastor. Rodriguez is a graduate of Lib-
erty University. He has been serving 
in West Palm Beach with Urban Youth 
Impact for three years. 

Church members have been very 
busy with various missions activi-
ties. Members are also celebrating the 
completion of the Greenridge’s new 
activity center. 

Travilah Church, Gaithersburg, 
is hosting the Gospel Travelers Music 
Group, a local southern gospel sing-
ing group, at 5 p.m. on Oct. 6. 

The group began 33 years ago, 
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Continued on page 8

Delaware Association
By  Jim McBride, Director of Missions

This year the Delaware Baptist Association celebrates its 40th Anni-
versary. From those early beginnings when a handful of churches gath-
ered together for the sake of doing missions and evangelism, the associa-
tion had grown to 27 churches/missions with a staff of four missionaries 
and a fulltime administrative assistant. 

Our name implies that all of our church/missions are in Delaware; 
however, we have four churches/missions in Maryland. Our area of 
ministry literally runs from the Chesapeake Bay to the west, to the Dela-
ware River to the east, and the Pennsylvania state line to the north, to the 
Maryland state line in the south.

Jim McBride has just completed his 17th year as director of missions. 
He is only the fourth director of missions that the association has had in 
its 40-year history. He and his wife Daphne have also celebrated their 40 
wedding anniversary this year. They have two grown, married children 
and three grandchildren. Jim is a native to our convention, and Daphne 
is from North Carolina.

The association has four major areas of strategy from which they 
plan and work. 

• Church Health:  provides encouragement and ministry to pastors 
and their families; assisting the local church to be missional in her focus.

• Church Planting: discovering new areas for plants, procuring 
sponsoring churches; enlisting and training church planters; and devel-
oping a network of resources and support groups. 

• Campus Ministry: developing ways to evangelize and disciple 
students at the University of Delaware and encouraging their participa-
tion in local churches and in summer missions; in addition to providing 
a safe haven at the campus where students can rest, study and fellow-
ship.

• Ministry Evangelism and Family Life: assisting churches in 
reaching their communities for Christ; and overseeing current asso-
ciational ministries such as those at the raceway, the State Fair and the 
Wilmington Games; and to begin new ministries where God is seen at 
work; in addition to working to develop an associational-wide family life 
ministry with emphases on partnering with Baptist Family Children’s 
Service.

Our association has also been involved in partnership missions and 
is currently partnered with the Edinet District of Moldova. Mal Utleye 
leads a medical/evangelism team to that country each fall. We also have 
teams going to Africa, Mexico, and Scotland.

AssociationLIFE comes primarily from church and association newsletters, bulletins, and written reports on events that are sent to Baptist LIFE. You may feel free to 
fax news to us at (410) 290-6627 or e-mail to Sharon Mager at smager@bcmd.org. Obituaries are edited due to space restrictions.

John Willis, pastor of Iron Hill 
Community Church, baptizes Chris 
who visited the church’s auto show 
this summer. Chris, who serves in the 
United States Army, left for Iraq the 
next day. 

Arundel

Baltimore

Blue Ridge

Eastern
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Gayla Parker
WMU Executive 

Director,
Missionary for 

Missions Education 
and Customization

By Jeffrey Pearson

[Reprinted by permission from the TIE 
magazine, the alumni newspaper for 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville, Ky.]

Most of the 300 million people 
in the United States are 
perpetuating a cycle of 

spiritual lostness and living their lives 
unaware of the spiritual battle that is 
taking place for their souls. To some 
Christians, remedying this situation 
may appear hopeless. But through 
the Cooperative Program (CP) we 
can truly make a difference and help 
end the cycle of lostness – take it 
from someone who has seen CP work 
firsthand.

I have the blessing of being both a 
byproduct of the Cooperative Pro-
gram as well as an extension of it. 
God saved me out of a life of sin then 
called me to spread His Gospel as a 
missionary funded by the Coopera-
tive Program. I learned the hard way 
that there is really only one war, only 
one aspect of life that bears eternal 
significance.

When the Lord called me and my 
family into ministry, we made God 
a promise. We said, “Okay, Lord, the 
answer is, ‘Yes.’ Now just tell us the 
question.” He answered boldly, and 

we enrolled at Southern Seminary, 
one of the educational beneficiaries 
of the Cooperative Program. From 
Southern, while initially thinking 
we would be serving as 
CP-funded, International 
Mission Board appointees 
to China, we were divinely 
re-routed to Kent Island, 
Md., where our family was 
appointed as CP-funded, 
North American Mission 
Board church planting 
missionaries with the Bap-
tist Convention of Mary-
land/Delaware. 

To date, a little over 
two years after leaving 
Louisville, our church, 
THE BRIDGE, has been 
meeting publicly in our 
own rented facilities for 
18 months. Cooperative 
Program giving along with 
the extremely generous and prayerful 
support of Weems Creek Church, our 
parent church, has made our work 
possible. We are also blessed with ad-
ditional financial and prayer support 
from our sending church in the Lou-
isville area. In a very real sense, THE 
BRIDGE is a soul-winning example of 
the fruit of missional togetherness.

Every individual and SBC church 
that contributes to the Cooperative 

Program is a part of loving with ac-
tion and in truth the lost souls of Kent 
Island. On behalf of our family, the 
BRIDGE church family and the people 

of our community, I thank you. 
Take heart, my friends, together 

we are breaking the cycle of lost-
ness. In the name of Jesus Christ 
and through the power of His Spirit, 
together THE BRIDGE and all who 
helped give rise to it through the 
Cooperative Program can celebrate 
an average weekly attendance of 140, 
70 participating in a vibrant small-
groups ministry, 105 professions of 

faith and 31 baptisms. The Lord is 
changing the world through His com-
mitted servants, many of whom are 
praying for, giving through and work-

ing by our Cooperative Program.
Are we to sit in the bleach-

ers and watch, just stand on 
the sidelines next to God? Or 
do we get His instructions and 
make our way onto the playing 
field? Be careful what you say in 
response because knowing the 
right answer and living the right 
answer are two different things. 
Don’t miss your opportunity to 
get in the game. Be a part of the 
solution. Be a part of God’s Co-
operative Program. Remember, 
alone we add, but together, we 
multiply exponentially. 

Jeffrey Pearson is a church planting 
missionary with the Southern 

Baptist Conventions’ North 
American Mission Board and lead pastor/
planter of THE BRIDGE in Kent Island, 
Md. He can be reached at jkpearson91@

msn.com or at (410) 643-6233.

Breaking the “cycle of lostness”

Lines, lines, 
every-
where lines 

would be a good 
summary of the 
summer. The 
Bay Bridge has 
long car lines 
every Friday 
afternoon with 
folks headed to 
the beach. Every 
amusement park 
in the nation 
has long lines of 
people for every 

ride. Electronic stores boasted of long 
lines as anxious buyers waited for the 
new iPhone. Bookstores housed long 
lines for the latest Harry Potter book. 
Camden Yards had thousands to line 
up for the Cal Ripken give-aways. 
And last but not least were the long 
lines for the latest American Idol try 
outs.

In 2000 while attending a confer-
ence in Singapore, my family stood 
amazed as we watched long lines of 
adults waiting to purchase the latest 
Hello Kitty doll from McDonalds. The 
new doll was revealed every Wednes-
day morning and could be bought 
with the purchase of a breakfast 
meal. The lines for the cherished dolls 
started on Tuesday morning. People 
brought tents, blankets, chairs, por-
table electronic devices and a partner 
to share break times. By Wednesday 
morning, the line circled the entire 
block more than once. It was an amaz-
ing site!

So why are so many ready and 
willing to stand in line for new prod-
ucts, new rides, new vacation spots or 

new opportunities? Not only are they 
willing to wait for long hours, most 
do it rather patiently. Does advertising 
impact us so much that we are will-
ing to line up for days? I’m not sure I 
have the answer, but the thought of it 
all took me to another question; why 
aren’t we lining up to be in church on 
Sunday? Why aren’t we lining up to 
meet Jesus?  

In Mark 5:17-26, we read about 
a time when so many people lined 
up to see Jesus a group of four men 
could not get their paralyzed friend 
in the door. Instead they had to come 
up with another plan and lowered 
the paralytic friend through the roof 
so that he could meet Jesus and be 
healed. 

At the feeding of the 5,000, Jesus 
could not escape the crowd. Instead 
he had mercy on them and began 
teaching. Eventually he fed that large 
crowd with a few fish and loaves of 
bread. No doubt the lines were long!

When Jesus came into Jerusa-
lem just before His crucifixion, the 
streets were lined with crowds of 
people praising his name. When the 
Pharisees commanded Jesus to tell 
the crowds to stop praising him Jesus 
replied with, “I tell you if they keep 
quiet, the stones will cry out.” (Luke 
19:40)

So what was the difference then 
versus now? Why aren’t people lining 
up to see Jesus now? Of course one 
obvious difference is then it was the 
person of Jesus. His body was visible. 
Onlookers could look into His eyes, 
see His hair, touch His hands and 
follow His footprints. But if that is the 
only answer then how can we explain 
Acts 2….the Day of Pentecost? Once 

again there were thousands of people 
present all for the purpose of “meet-
ing” Jesus. And according to scripture 
more than 3,000 came to Christ that 
day.

I can’t help but wonder is our “ad-
vertising” lacking today versus then. 
We may not have access to real adver-
tising with marketers but each of us 
are indeed advertising everyday. We 
even have instructions as to how we 
are to advertise in Galatians 5:22-23a: 
The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-con-
trol. Did you notice fruit is singular? 
We don’t get to pick and choose which 
fruit we want to display; we automati-
cally get them all and are expected to 
display them all. 

At girls’ camp at Camp Wo-Me-
To this year the theme was “Live Out 
Loud.” I asked a fourth grade girl, 
“How do you know when you are liv-
ing out loud for Jesus?” This was her 
answer, “When people want to be just 
like you and spend time with you not 
because you are pretty but because 
you are like Jesus.” Wow! At ten, she 
knew the answer.

So my challenge is this: Do people 
want to be just like me because of 
the evidence of Christ in my life? 
Are people lining up at my church 
because they know they will meet a 
kind and loving Savior there? Am I 
“lining up” to see Jesus every day in 
my quiet time so that others see Him 
in my face and countenance? Maybe 
the answer to my “advertising” is for 
me to look a lot less like me and a lot 
more like Him. 

Those long lines!

Jeffrey Pearson and his wife, Kim, with their four children: 
Silas, 3; Griffin, 14; Monet, 12 and Gideon, 11 months.

The presentations listed below are 
available at bcmd.e-quip.net:

New:
• Starting a Small Group Ministry
• Partnerships and Volunteers
• Mentoring and Senior Adults
• So, You Have Been Called
• Vocal Ensembles - Taking it to the 

Next Level

Current:
• Building a Single Adult Ministry
• Burn Out and Stress in Ministry I
• Burn Out and Stress in Ministry II
• Character
• Cross Evangelism I
• Cross Evangelism II
• Dealing with Disappointment
• Developing and Training Leaders 

for Single Adult Ministry
• Empowering Kingdom Growth I
• Empowering Kingdom Growth II
• Evangelism with Passion
• Evangelism Strategies
• Helping a Child to Fit In
• Holistic Character Ethics
• How Your Church Can Become a 

Parent Church (In Spanish)
• I Want What She’s Having
• Important Issues in Single Adult 

Ministry
• Kingdom Matrix
• Leaders Change Culture
• Leaders who Multiply Leaders
• Making Videos for e-quip.net
• Marketing Your Church without 

Breaking the Bank
• Mentoring and Senior Adults
• MSC Support School Biblical 

Principles
• MSC Support School Introduction
• MSC Support School New 

Testament Example
• Multiplication
• Partnerships and Volunteers
• Polishing Your Powerpoint 

Presentation
• Reconnecting Church with Today’s 

Culture
• So, You Have Been Called…
• Starting a Ministry with Single 

Adults
• Starting a Small Group Ministry
• Teaching Children to Pray
• The Case for Small Groups

E-quip.net 
online training 
opportunities 

available today

Resolutions for the BCM/D Annual Meeting, 
Nov. 12-13, in Ocean City, Maryland

Those who would like to submit 
resolutions for consideration to the 
BCM/D annual meeting Nov. 12-13, 
2007, may send them to:

Resolutions Committee
10255 Old Columbia Road
Columbia, MD 21046-1716

The BCM/D Constitution and 
Bylaws state that “only resolutions 
presented to the resolutions commit-
tee at least 45 days in advance of the 
annual meeting will be considered by 
the committee before the first session. 
Other resolutions may be referred to 
the committee by the general body.”

Resolutions coming from the floor 
must be ready to copy and distribute. 
They should have a valid reason for 
not meeting the 45-day rule.

All proposed resolutions must be 
received via mail or dropped off at 
the Baptist Mission Resource Center 
to Carol Moore by Friday, Sept. 28. 
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Maugansville Church: ‘Little is much when God is in it’ 
By Sharon Mager

BCM/D Correspondent

HAGERSTOWN, Md.—Scott 
Johnston became pastor of Mau-
gansville Church in April. The church 
had come through a difficult split a 
few years ago, and the people seemed 
discouraged. But when Johnston took 
a good hard look at his new congrega-
tion he was amazed. 

These people, a group of about 25 
with new visitors coming in weekly, 
though strained by the stress they had 
endured, were plowing through, con-
tinuing to minister in various areas in 
and out of the church. 

In fact, Johnston became aware 
that this small church had a higher 
percentage of members involved in 
ministry than the average church.

“When I started to clear the 
smoke and look at the church I found 
a lot of good, devoted Christians who 
over the years dodged the bullet and 
stayed active - even during the split, 
through the pastors’ transitions,” 
Johnston said. 

Some members are involved in 
Gideon’s International, strategically 
placing Bibles where God leads; some 
work with local pregnancy centers 
to help troubled mothers make the 
choice for life. Others are involved 
with prison ministry, some are help-
ing the needy, and one is a chaplain 
with the boy scouts. In addition to the 
outside ministries, they regularly give 

to the annual SBC mission offerings.
Johnston began encouraging and 

uplifting these people and their min-
istries. Most of the time the church 
defines the ministries, he said.

“It’s like a reverse picture frame. 
We try to fit people in. Here’s the suit 
to wear, here’s 
the mold to fit 
in,” Johnston 
said. 

But at 
Maugansville, 
Johnston said 
the lay leader-
ship is defining 
the ministries. 

The natu-
ral by-product 
of Johnston’s 
philosophy is 
that through 
recognition the 
members are 
now network-
ing. For instance, 
by providing information and encour-
aging the outside ministries, members 
are more aware of what others are do-
ing, and they’re willing to help. Now, 
the Gideons in the congregation are 
preparing to partner with those who 
are doing prison ministry to help get 
Bibles to the prisoners.

“The synergy is being recognized. 
It’s always been there, I’m just blow-
ing the dust off of a ‘beautiful family 
picture,’” Johnston said. 

Because of the church empha-
sis, business announcements in the 
church newsletters are small. 

“At first the missions and evan-
gelism section seemed to be the most 
important section of news. Yet there 
is another big section which I discov-

ered. Once I examined the ministry 
foundation, I found that it is centered 
on this being a praying church,” John-
ston said. The evangelism and mis-
sions ministries naturally link with 
the prayer the church enjoys doing.

“We’ve become prayer war-
riors. Prayer is and has become the 
strongest foundation of this whole 
thing. What the Church is connects 
with what is does. I believe it is the 
fundamentals and sovereign work of 

God through prayer that drives these 
ministries.” 

There are several prayer event op-
portunities in the church. 

Prayer meeting is every Wednes-
day night. The church partners with 
the Blue Ridge Association to share 

prayer needs. Op-
eration Andrew is a 
project the church has 
in which members 
share the names of 
lost people to pray for. 
“Vision of Sunrise” 
is a neighborhood 
prayer emphasis. 

The church 
mapped out the 
streets in their neigh-
borhood, divided 
them up and have 
intercessory pocket 
prayer guides that 
they use over a four 
to five week period, 
praying for God to 

tender the hearts of the lost. Some 
members prayerwalk their designated 
area.

Johnston said the church prays for 
the holiness of its leaders and for the 
territory of area they’re surrounding.

“God is working through prayer 
right now,” he said. 

By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

BALTIMORE, Md.—Don Bryant, 
a member of Middle River Church, is 
a missionary who shares the gospel 
around the world – without leaving 
Baltimore’s port. He’s Baltimore As-
sociation’s port minister. Bryant visits 
ships that dock in Baltimore bringing 
many of the products we use daily. 

The sailors, mostly men, on 
those ships come from all over 
the world, mostly from cash poor 
countries. They’re tired, sometimes 
depressed at being away from 
home for up to ten months a year, 
and they have many needs. Bryant 
gives his time, care and compas-
sion to the seamen, bringing them 
supplies, providing transportation 
to a local store or other place they 
want to visit or, taking them to one 
of the seafarers’ centers and offer-
ing friendship and pastoral care. 

Bryant began overseeing the 
leadership of the ministry in Au-
gust 2006, when then newly hired 
port minister, Barnabas Young, 
had to leave to return to Korea. 
Bryant is bi-vocational, working 
full time as a mental health associ-
ate at the University of Maryland 
Hospital and part-time on the port. 
Bryant received his Bachelor’s 
degree in psychology at William 
Carey College and his Master of 
Divinity degree from New Orleans 
Theological Seminary. 

One of Bryant’s emphases in the 
ministry as its new leader is coopera-
tion. He works regularly with The 
Baltimore International Seafarers’ 
Center, an ecumenical ministry with 
a facility right next to Fort McHenry. 
Collectively the ministers and volun-
teers visit about 70 ships each month.

“In the past we would go out on 
a ship only to find out another group 

had already been there and had taken 
care of them,” Bryant said. “It made 
sense to start working together.”  

There’s an easy camaraderie at the 
center as volunteers laugh and joke 
together. They have respect and ad-
miration for each other as they share 
stories and tell how others minister.

At the center, seamen can come 
and pray in the chapel, buy various 
sundries, use a computer or phone, 

pick up clothes and get free language 
Bibles. 

Bryant is appreciative of BCM/D 
churches that help. While at the cen-
ter, he proudly pulled out a hand-knit-
ted hat with the Bible verse, “Teach 
me thy way, O Lord,” Psalm 86:11. The 
WMU ladies do that, Bryant said. 

BCM/D churches also contribute 
hygiene kits that help Bryant and 
other volunteers open doors and have 

an opportunity to befriend the men. 
Woolford Memorial Church, 

Dundalk, provides Bryant an official 
Baptist Seamen’s Center in two of its 
rooms. There are sofas and televi-
sions to spend time relaxing. They can 
also play pool and use phones. There 
are hundreds of language Bibles, 
tracts, CD’s, tapes and other materials 
packed on shelves at the center. 

It’s easy to hear Bryant’s com-
passion for the men as he shares 
how they sometimes come into 
one of the centers, freezing cold. 
They might be coming from a 
place where it’s a warmer climate, 
and it may be their first voyage. 
They don’t always bring the right 
clothing so they’re desperate for 
long sleeved shirts, sweaters, jeans 
and hats.

Later this year, Bryant and 
his wife, Chris, will travel to the 
Philippines for Bryant’s belated 
50th birthday celebration. Chris 
surprised Bryant with the trip 
knowing how much he wanted to 
see the place where so many sea-
men hail from. 

Bryant plans to look up a sea 
captain there he met several years 
ago. Each time the captain’s ship 
came in, Bryant would pick him up 
and take him where he needed to 
go. The two men formed a friend-
ship. One day the captain told 
Bryant that this would be his last 

trip. He was going to stay home and 
work in the family business. Bryant 
prayed with the man and the captain 
accepted Christ before he left.  

Volunteers and supplies, especially 
small men’s clothing, are needed. There 

are many ways individuals and churches 
can help. For more information, contact  

Don Bryant at dcjkbryant@juno.com.

Offering hope to sailors without leaving the 
Baltimore harbor

Don Bryant, Baltimore Association’s port 
minister, ministers to sailors who come into 
Baltimore’s harbor with the help of BCM/D 
churches and the Baltimore International 
Seafarers’ Center.

Scott Johnston, pastor of Maugansville Church (right), talks with the Lynn 
Singleton, a leader of Hope Prison Ministry International (left). The church is 
working to provide Bibles to inmates with the help of David Sweet, a member 
of Gideons International. 

BCM/D 
September & October 

Events
 

September

9-16  Week of Prayer for 
Maryland/Delaware State 
Missions (ext. 231)

15 Discovery Day for potential 
church planters at BMRC (ext. 225)

17-18  Language Leadership 
Retreat at Skycroft Conference 
Center (ext. 221)

19-22  North American Baptist 
Women’s Union, Arlington, Va. 
(ext. 231)

21  Children’s Ministers Seminar 
at BMRC (ext. 233) 

21-22 Deacon’s/Pastor’s Retreat at 
Skycroft Conference Center (ext. 
218)

28-29 ‘Uncommon Community’ 
Small Group Conference at New 
Hope Community Church 
(443-463-7102)

29 KIDIOTIC children’s event at 
FBC, Laurel (ext. 224)

October

6  Urban Student Gathering (ext. 
223)

20  Bible Teaching Resource 
Team Seminar #3 at BMRC (ext. 
233)

For detailed information, 
go to www.yourbcmd.org/calendar 

or call 1-800-466-5290 and dial the 
extension listed.
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By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

BELCAMP, Md.—It was a pivotal 
moment in history. 

The 22-year-old Riverside church 
in Belcamp, Md., was poised to give 
its church property away to the Unit-
ed Way. At the time, the church had 
dwindled to 10-12 people, and its bivo-
cational pastor couldn’t continue the 
long distance travel back and forth.

Dan Sheffield, director of missions 
for the Susquehanna Association, who 
had helped build the church, wanted 
to see the church preserved. So he 
asked if the church members would 
be interested in giving the church to 
the association.

The church members voted af-
firmatively to give the facility and the 
church’s bank reserves “lock, stock 
and barrel” to the association—with-
out any strings attached.

At the same time, four couples 
from Sheffield’s small group at Cal-
vary Church in Bel Air, Md., sensed 
a growing restlessness to do more in 
their spiritual journey. Providentially, 
they were studying “If You Want to 
Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out 
of the Boat” by John Ortberg.

Sheffield remembers the day 
when he issued the challenge: “Okay, 
guys, I’ve got you a church. Here’s a 
chance to do it the way you think it 
should be done.”

John and Lori Lorenzo, Larry and 
Wendy Tapscott, and George and Deb-
bie Whitely–all lay leaders from Cal-
vary–sat with Sheffield and his wife, 
Debbie, in a circle. They pondered the 
question: Was God calling them to 
restart the Church at Riverside?

Initially, Lori and Debbie Whitely 
weren’t sure. Wendy was emphatic 
about doing it. Larry wasn’t sure how 
he would be able to manage it. 

“God had everyone in different 
places,” remembers Larry, the owner 
of Harco Auto Park in Aberdeen, Md. 
“I thought it was excit-
ing. I think if we wrote 
it on paper, it wouldn’t 
have been what we 
thought.”

Ultimately, it was 
decided. Larry would be 
the administrative pas-
tor. John and Dan serve 
as associate pastors and 
help with preaching. 
Lori and Wendy and 
Debbie Sheffield would 
fill in wherever neces-
sary. George and Debbie 
Whitely, though offer-
ing much needed prayer 
support and help with 
special events, did not 
sense God calling them 
to leave Calvary. 

After much prayer, 
the first day of worship 
arrived. 

John remembers asking Dan, 
“What are you going to do?” “I don’t 
know,” Dan replied. “I’m going to 
go over and unlock the door and see 
what happens.”

And so on a cold January 2005 
morning, three couples, all who 
wanted to start church from scratch, 
and some friends huddled together in 
a semi-circle in the church sanctuary. 
There was no heat in the building, but 
there were Krispy Kreme donuts. 

Now, three years and several 
Krispy Kreme boxes later, the Church 
at Riverside is quickly approaching 
300 members, mostly previously un-
churched people from within a small 
radius around the church. 

In the first nine months, the church 
became debt-free. The church now gives 
32 percent of its receipts to missions. 

Since restarting, three families 
from the original church have come 
back. Many of the newer members 

come from challenging life situations. 
At the church, they are given hope, 
practical Bible teaching and plenty of 
opportunities to connect with each 
other through a constant menu of 
outreach activities.

This summer alone, the church 
has held periodic block parties, bi-
monthly Movies on the Lawn, a sports 
camp and Vacation Bible School, 
not to mention its award-winning 
Church at Riverside Hands of Praise 
(C.A.R.H.O.P.) Puppet Ministry, and 
the weekly youth meetings and wor-
ship services.

“The one thing about being a 
smaller church, you have to go out 
of your comfort zone. You go where 
there is a need,” Lori shared. “Now 
that we’re growing, we have the gift-
edness for the right places.”

Over time, Larry emerged as the 

church’s senior pastor, preaching on 
Sunday mornings and counseling 
throughout the week. John, a whole-

sale auto dealer, 
serves as associ-
ate pastor over the 
youth and other 
ministries. 

Both do not 
receive income from 
the church. And 
they both are not 
seminary trained.

“I’m in the same 
boat as everyone 
else in the room. We 
all have to figure 
this out together,” 
John explained, 
acknowledging, 
“We can make freer 
decisions because 
we’re not part of the 
budget or payroll—
we are just being 
obedient to God.”

True to its new roots, the church 
does things differently. Every Sunday, 
church members gather together for a 
scheduled time of fellowship over cof-
fee and donuts. Tithes and offerings 
are given in a box in the back of the 
church sanctuary. Larry’s preaching 
style is conversational, with com-
ments welcome from attendees. And 
the church uses dramatic elements 
during the Lord’s Supper and other 
special moments. 

Still working full-time at Harco 
Auto Park, Larry admits that the work 
is tiring, but he’s excited to see what 
God is doing. 

“Why it’s worked for us–math-
ematically, talent-wise, and other-
wise–hasn’t made sense to us. But it is 
all what God has done,” he said. 

The Church at Riverside, a church restart, explodes in growth

By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

ELLICOTT CITY, Md.—Colum-
bia Chinese Church is an anomaly. 
It doubled in size over the past two 
years, going from about 100 to 200 
attending each Sunday’s worship. 
Usually about 150 attend the Chinese 
worship and the rest go to the English 
service. They’re doing outreach minis-
try and raising money for their youth 
to go on future mission trips. The 
English speaking congrega-
tion, under the leadership 
of Pastor Earl Ridgell, has a 
new praise team.

What’s unique about it 
is that they haven’t had a 
senior pastor during that 
time.

“The Holy Spirit has 
really led us,” Christina 
Hue, chairman of the Dea-
con Committee said. The 
leadership, she said, has 
stepped up and the rest 
of the church is following 
those steps. 

Columbia Chinese 
Church was the only 
Chinese church in the 
Columbia/Ellicott City area 
when it began in 1980. James Wang, 
from Taiwan, was the first full-time 
pastor. They grew from about 15 
people gathering for Bible study to 
100 before Wang retired in 1992. After 
that, the church had several pastors 
who stayed for a few years then were 
called to other ministries.

The church moved from several 
different meeting places. Then they 
bought land about 10 years ago at the 
junction of Route 29 and 103, but later 

found out they couldn’t build the type 
of building they needed due to water 
pipes underground. The govern-
ment bought it back. The church was 
disappointed and frustrated, but they 
trusted God and He provided a better 
place. In 2002 they found an old Lions 
Club building for sale that met their 
needs. There’s ample room for parking 
and plenty of space for growth. There 
are still some lions on the wall paper 
border in the sanctuary, but now, it 
can refer to the Lion of Judah. 

Now the church is strategically 
taking time to evaluate itself, find its 
vision and identify its strengths and 
weaknesses. They’re not in a hurry 
to find a pastor. They want to be sure 
it’s the person God chooses. They’ve 
seen God move by providing the right 
building, and they know He’ll pro-
vide the right pastor. In the interim, 
local pastors from the Maryland/D.C. 
area are providing pulpit supply. 

The deacon board and other 

church leadership began looking at 
the purposes of the church–ministry, 
worship, fellowship, discipleship and 
mission. They began focusing on fel-
lowship, working to bring the church 
family together. That has been the 
strength of the church. They gather 
every week after worship for lunch 
and time to enjoy chatting. The kids 
talk together in English and most of 
the adults speak Chinese. The food 
ranges from hot dogs to traditional 
Chinese food. As the dinner winds 

down, the adults stand and talk 
while the teens and children head 
downstairs, to play pool or foosball. 
The preschoolers enjoy sitting on the 
ground or running around sharing 
toys and having a good time. 

Springing from the fellowship, 
their focus has been on discipleship. 

“Our Bible study needed to be 
stronger. We needed to reinforce dis-
cipleship training,” Hue said. 

The church began finding that 

as they focused on one purpose, the 
others began falling into place. As 
brothers and sisters in Christ began 
spending more time fellowshipping, 
they began caring more, and ministry 
and missions came naturally. 

Hue said they realized that a 
pastor usually does most of the car-
ing work in the church. They felt the 
whole church should be a caring body. 

“Sharing the workload is very 
important,” Hue said.

“We think all brothers and sisters 
need to step out and take 
the responsibility to help the 
church grow.”

Pre-school Sunday 
School teacher, Lynn Wu, 
agrees. Wu said she thinks 
the fellowship and friendship 
they’re developing through 
the after-church lunches and 
other events is bringing more 
people. Meanwhile, Wu said, 
members are all working 
together to help fill the void 
while waiting for a pastor. 

Throughout this transi-
tion period, the deacon com-
mittee feels strongly that it’s 
important to keep the church 

informed to preserve unity. 
They do that through monthly 

reports. 
“We need to let the congregation 

know the deacon committee’s vision 
so they see what is happening and not 
panic,” Hue said. 

Now they’re waiting for a new 
pastor, but they’re not worrying. 

“If our vision doesn’t meet the 
pastor’s vision, then after a few years, 
we’ll have a problem. When God 
sends a pastor to us we want to help 
each other,” Hue said.  

Columbia Chinese Church doubles as it awaits a new pastor

John and Lori Lorenzo (pictured front left), Larry and Wendy Tapscott 
(back left), and Debbie and Dan Sheffield (right) remember the day 
when they pondered the question: Was God calling them to restart the 
Riverside church? Three years later, The Church at Riverside is quickly 
approaching 300 members, mostly previously unchurched people within 
a small radius around the church.

(L-R) Wendy Zhang, Angi Zhang and Lucy Qian take a book break while helping serve the weekly after 
dinner lunch at Columbia Chinese Church.  
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By Fred and Pat Mueller
Special Assignment for BaptistLIFE

[Part I of BCM/D History Series]

Maybe it’s not a big deal to most 
people, but to me as a native 
Baltimorean and a first gen-

eration American and a third genera-
tion Southern Baptist, it’s about time, 
and I couldn’t be more excited. I must 
confess my Maryland bias. You would 
have soon figured it out anyway. Per-
haps you, too, will see how appropriate 
and significant this is in the spiritual 
and religious life of one of America’s 
oldest cities.  

Yes, the North American Mission 
Board made Baltimore one of its Strate-
gic Focus Cities. Well, Maryland/Dela-
ware Southern Baptists have been here 
all along, even before the formation of 
the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC), 
and the contribution of Maryland/Del-
aware Southern Baptists to the national 
Southern Baptist Convention today is 
remarkable. Here is what some of us 
have known for quite some time, but 
were too polite to mention. 

About 50 years ago, the SBC was 
inspired to become a national de-
nomination. The Baptist Convention 
of Maryland led in expanding the SBC 
north across the Mason Dixon line, 
the traditional dividing line between 
North and South. We adopted all of the 
territory north to the Canadian border, 
and east to the Atlantic Ocean. 

I can’t tell whether it’s a matter of 
history or geography, but the last time I 
looked at a map, sure enough, the Ma-
son Dixon line is Maryland’s northern 
border with Pennsylvania. Histori-
cally, those areas of the north where 
the SBC had not yet made significant 
inroads were referred to as “pioneer 
areas.” Clearly, the Baptist Convention 
of Maryland/Delaware (BCM/D) is not 
a pioneer area! Over the past 50 years, 
many Southern Baptists began to refer 
to Maryland as a Pioneer Area simply 
because of our commitment to making 
the SBC a national denomination, and 
because they obviously confuse the 
Mason Dixon Line with the Potomac 
River. That designation reveals a lack 
of knowledge about Maryland Baptists. 

Baltimore, of course, is one of the old-
est historic cities in the SBC.

I was at the North American 
Mission Board (NAMB) recently and 
was reminded of some Maryland SBC 
history while there. There are several 
bronze plaques on the lobby wall. One 
was in memory of Miss Annie Arm-
strong. That superb article on Miss 
Annie in BaptistLIFE about a year ago 
let everyone know that she was a Bal-
timore native. It also reminded us that 
the first National office of the Women’s 
Missionary Union was in Baltimore. 
Another one of those plaques also re-
minded visitors to NAMB that the first 
National office of the Brotherhood was 
also in Baltimore.  

When the SBC was organized in 
1845, Maryland Baptists were there 
and were one of the founding state 
convention members of the SBC. 
Chestnut Hills Church (later Sater’s 
Church) had already celebrated its 
103rd anniversary at that time and 
Sater’s Church, successor to Chestnut 
Hills, celebrated its 250th anniversary 
in 1992. Most Maryland and Delaware 
Southern Baptists have no idea of 
the long and proud traditions of the 
(Southern) Baptists who make up the 
Baptist Convention of Maryland/Dela-
ware.

Here’s how all of the came about. 
In 1956, C. C. Warren was president 
of the SBC. He led the Convention in 
establishing the “30,000 Movement.” 
The Baptist Convention of Maryland 
pledged to the SBC to take on responsi-
bility for SBC’s expansion north of the 
Mason/Dixon Line to the Canadian 
border and east to the Atlantic Ocean. 
To give you some idea of the magni-
tude of this commitment by Maryland 
Southern Baptists, this area (excluding 
Maryland) consisted of nine states, 
including the highly developed and 
heavily populated North-East Corridor. 
It constituted about 4.6 percent of the 
total land area and an astounding 36.1 
percent of the total population of the 
entire country. This was the real pio-
neer area, as defined by the SBC, and 
was many times larger than Maryland 
in every way. When this area became 
a part of the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland for resourcing and adminis-

trative convenience, many, erroneously 
referred to the Baptist Convention 
of Maryland as pioneer territory. Of 
course, Maryland Baptists didn’t do it 
all alone, but were afforded substantial 
help from the SBC agencies. Work-
ing together, cooperatively in such a 
major undertaking does not diminish 
Maryland’s status as one of the found-
ing state conventions of the SBC.

In our travels, we meet many 
Southern Baptists from all around the 
country, we usually get two questions. 
The first is the obvious, “Where are 
you from?” When we tell them we are 
from Baltimore, Maryland (“Ballmer, 
Merlin” for the natives,) it is not 
uncommon for the next question to 
be, “Coming from Baltimore, how did 
you get to be Southern Baptists?” Even 
my wife, who is from Tennessee, likes 
to recite a two minutes mini-lecture 
on Maryland Baptist history, some of 
which is recited here. 

When we are asked the question 
about what God has been doing with 
Maryland Southern Baptists over the 
past 50 years, the short version of 
our answer is: “Maryland Baptists, 
under God’s leadership, have estab-
lished three new state conventions in 
the Northeast with about 1,000 SBC 
churches.” If there is another state 
convention in the SBC that comes any-
where near this record, we would like 
to know about it. But what Maryland/
Delaware Southern Baptists are do-
ing within the multi-state convention 
today is equally exciting. New church 
starts have exceeded 100 new congre-
gations moving the total SBC churches 
in BCM/D from just under 400 to just 
over 500 today.

But there is still so much more to 
the BCM/D story we want to share 
with you the next time we meet. If you 
know of any BCM/D stories from 
history, share them with Fred and 
Pat at fwm@comcast.net. 

Fred and Pat Mueller are Mission 
Service Corps Missionaries (MSC’ers) for 

the NAMB. They are members of South 
Columbia Church, Columbia, Md.

First Person: The North American Mission 
Board rediscovers Baltimore after 50 years

By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

OCEAN CITY, Md.—Every sum-
mer between 5,000 to 8,000 interna-
tional students, mostly from Europe 
–Russia, Romania and Poland–flock 
to Ocean City for summer jobs, a huge 
mission field that excites Lynn Davis, 
BCM/D’s Resort Ministry Mission-
ary. Churches throughout BCM/D 
send teams who 
befriend these 
students, serve 
them meals, 
pray for them 
and plant eter-
nal seeds.  

Early in the 
season, Davis 
and mission 
volunteers go 
from business 
to business 
handing out 
health kits 
to the young 
people, along with invitations to free 
weekly dinners at Ocean City Church. 
Davis said about 140 came to the first 
dinner last year and that ballooned to 
400 by July. While at the dinner, the 

workers get more health supplies and 
they get copies of the book, “Ulti-
mate Questions.” Davis said the book 
explains who God is, where Christ fits 
in and why it’s 
important to 
believe. It also 
goes through 
the problem of 
sin and the plan 
of salvation.  

The 
stu-
dents 
never 

turn them down. Davis said even 
the Muslim kids are interested in the 
books. They also give away language 
Bibles.

“Most of them have questions. 

Even the agnostics have a belief in 
some order in the universe. They re-
ally don’t understand why Christ is in 
the equation at all,” Davis said. 

 “They’re very bright. They speak 
English well, and they’re easy to talk 
and converse with. We sit at the tables 
and intermingle.” 

Davis said the international 
students are very open to talk with 
people, even people of another gen-
eration. In fact, they’re more likely to 
go to lunch and talk with someone 

older than someone their own age as 
an act of honor. 

On Fridays the students are 
invited to come to a coffee house at 
the church. Davis and volunteers play 
games with them and serve coffee and 
refreshments. 

Last year they began giving away 
door prizes in an effort to get more 
information. The kids had to fill out 
entry blanks with their email ad-
dresses and other in-depth informa-
tion in order to win the prizes. Davis 
also takes their pictures with a digital 
camera. 

She  uses the information to 
contact missionaries in the students’ 
countries so they can follow up when 
the young people get home. Network-
ing in this way, Davis said, has been 
the missing link. This is a real priority 
for the ministry. 

Reaching the world in Ocean City, Maryland

OBITUARY
V. Gilbert Bailey died on July 

29 after a lengthy illness. He was 80 
years old. 

Bailey served as the Potomac 
Association’s music director since 
2000, and he was minister of music 
and education at Marbury Church. 
Bailey began ministering at Mar-
bury part-time in 1996 then be-
came full time after retiring as the 
administrator of Potomac Heights 
Christian Academy in 1998. 

Bailey made a significant con-
tribution to BCM/D’s music camp 
through the 80’s and 90’s, serving 
as band director and later as camp 
director. 

He was a WWII Veteran, serv-
ing as a U.S. Marine Corps corporal. 

Funeral services were held on 
Aug. 3 at Marbury Church. 

Dr. Bailey was preceded in 
death by his wife, June Altier 
Bailey, who died in 1996. He is 
survived by his son, Richard Bailey 
and his wife Edwina; Jackie Bailey 
Perry and her husband Jeff; and 
Arden Sotomayor and her husband, 
Randy, as well as grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.   
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By Curtis D. Sharp
GuideStone Financial Resources

SAN DIEGO (BP)--A new insur-
ance benefit for seminarians and 
added assistance for needy retirees 
were noted by GuideStone Financial 
Resources president, O.S. Hawkins, as 
enhancements that have been added 
to the Southern Baptist entity’s long-
range ministry.

In an effort to reach out to semi-
narians, all full-time students at the 
six Southern Baptist seminaries will 
receive a free $10,000 life benefit be-
ginning this fall, Hawkins told trust-
ees during their July 30-31 meeting in 
San Diego.

“We want to begin a lifelong 
partnership with seminary students,” 
Hawkins said. “Many of these stu-
dents are unable to afford even basic 
protection for their family. This is 
just one way we can begin to enhance 
their financial security.”

Describing new provisions in 
GuideStone’s financial assistance 
ministry, Hawkins said, “We have re-
cently approved expanded guidelines 
that will enable more of our retired 
pastors or their widows to qualify 
for financial assistance. Additionally, 
as of Jan. 1, 2008, we will double the 
amount of monthly assistance to our 
most needy recipients. In some cases, 
this will amount to as much as $530 
per month.”

Such changes are part of Guide-
Stone 90, the first step in the long-
range GuideStone 100 plan to guide 
the organization’s work through 2018, 
its centennial year.

The launch of the MyDestina-
tion Funds was a major objective for 
GuideStone 90, Hawkins reported, 
noting, “These five registered date 
target funds are managed to specific 
retirement dates and may be a suitable 
solution for investors of all ages look-
ing to create or maintain a diversified, 
age-appropriate retirement choice in a 
single fund.”

Each of the MyDestination Funds 
is a diversified “fund-of-funds” that 
has an asset allocation that gradu-
ally becomes more conservative as an 
investor approaches retirement.

Another GuideStone 90 initia-
tive reviewed with trustees was the 
re-design of GuideStone’s websites for 
easier navigation and added function-
ality. The websites are the most popu-
lar media through which participants 
receive information about GuideStone.

During the meeting, trustees 
also heard an update on GuideStone’s 
operations from Chief Operating Of-
ficer John R. Jones and approved the 
annual re-rate recommendation for 
GuideStone’s medical plans. 

In the insurance area, Jones high-
lighted success in growing the medi-
cal plans’ participant base  -- up more 
than 15 percent growth over the past 

three years - “largely due to the af-
fordability and flexibility of the plans 
offered to participants.”

After three consecutive years of 
rate stability for personal medical plan 
participants, the trustee insurance 
committee reported that it will be 
necessary to pass along a rate increase 
to participants in some medical plans 
for 2008. The increases were described 
as being in line with projected na-
tional increases for Preferred Provider 
Organization (PPO) plans.

In the face of persistent, double-
digit (10-12 percent per year) medical 
inflation over the past three years, 
GuideStone was able to avoid pass-
ing along inflation-based increases 
through savings in its extensive 
provider network and broader array 
of medical plans. More than half of 
Personal Plans participants received 
rate decreases in at least one of the 
last two years. Over the past three 
years, the cumulative average na-
tional increase for PPO medical plans 
has been approximately 26 percent. 
This increase includes medical plan 
inflation as well as prescription drug 
inflation.

“Even with anticipated rate in-
creases for 2008,” Hawkins said, “in 
many areas GuideStone medical plans 
will still be priced lower than they 
were three years ago. In fact, almost 
80 percent of our participants will pay 
less for their medical coverage in 2008 

than they paid in 2004. With a wide 
variety of plans available, participants 
have the opportunity to control costs 
by choosing a plan that meets their 
needs and their budgets.”

For the third year in a row, there 
will be no rate increase for the Semi-
narian Plan or the Senior Plans; for 
the latter, the outpatient benefits have 
been improved for 2008 by removing 
the $5,000 annual cap on Part B Medi-
care approved amounts.

More information related to the 
2008 medical rates will be available 
within the next 60 days, with custom-
er service ready to help participants 
and churches look at the various 
plans and their features to select the 
plan that best meets their needs and 
budget.

Hawkins, in his closing remarks 
to trustees, said, “Every decision we 
make as trustees and staff must be 
considered in terms of our vision 
statement, which says, ‘We exist to 
honor the Lord by being a lifelong 
partner with our participants in en-
hancing their financial security.’

“In that statement we find our 
motivation - to honor the Lord. We find 
our message - to be a lifelong partner. 
And we have our mandate - to enhance 
the financial security of our partici-
pants. We must always ask, ‘Will this 
decision enhance the financial security 
of the pastor at the crossroads and our 
other participants?’” 

GuideStone Update: Seminarians, retirees get insurance boost

and God has continued to bless it. The 
Gospel Travelers are well known in 
the Frederick-Middletown area. They 
sing old time southern gospel favor-
ites such as “I’ll Fly Away” and “A 
Closer Walk with Thee.”

 For more information, call (301) 
874-2117 or (301) 762-4339.

Potomac Association

Dunkirk Church will have its 
third annual missions conference Oct. 
12-14.  The conference begins with a 
dinner on Friday, Oct. 12 at 6 p.m. The 
cost is $5 per person and children can 
eat free. Reservations are required. 
Call the church office at (301) 855-
3555. Worship begins at 7 p.m. 

On Saturday, registration begins 
at noon. There will be five rotating 
sessions: Brazil and Pioneer Evange-
lism, Wade Akins; West Africa, Roger 
Haun; BCM/D,  David Lee; Western 
Association, Kenneth Heath; and The 
Potter’s Place, PBA, David Keyser.

On Sunday, Oct. 14, most of the 
missionaries will be in Sunday school 
and at worship. For more information, 
contact Jean Swain at (301) 627-2479. 

The Cup Coffeehouse, co-spon-
sored by First Church, LaPlata and 
Maryland Point Church, Nanjemoy,  
features an assortment of Christian 
rock, progressive/alternative, pop, 
rock/metal and rap bands at every 
other weekend. The band “Blush-
ing Well,” a 
progressive/al-
ternative rock 
band, will play 
on Sept. 7. For 
a schedule of 
bands, loca-
tion  and more 
information, 
see http://
www.myspace.
com/thecupcof-
feehouse. 

Leonard-
town Church 

called Mark Dooley as senior associate 
pastor. Dooley previously ministered 
at Crosspoint Church in Pennsylvania. 
He has degrees in Bible/religion and 
mathematics from Erskine College 
and a Master of Divinity with lan-
guages from Southeastern Theological 
Seminary. Dooley has served the SBC 
on both national and state levels. 

Dooley will serve under Leonar-
dtown’s senior pastor, Clyde Phillips 
until Pastor Phillip’s retirement in 
the near future. At that time, Dooley 
will become the senior pastor, serv-
ing alongside associate pastors, John 
Fields and Allen Acker. 

Dooley and his wife, Karen, have 
four children, Hannah, Alex, Mat-
thew and Rachel.

Prince George’s Association

Village Church, Bowie, has a 
memorial prayer garden. Members 
and friends honor their loved ones by 
donating engraved commemorative 
bricks that surround a central circle. 
The garden is a quiet retreat for prayer 
and remembrances.

Susquehanna Association

First Church, North East will 
have its annual Harvest Time Car 
Show and Family Festival from 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. on the church grounds 
on Oct. 6. There will be two classes 
of cars and trucks – traditional, up to 

1980; and contem-
porary, 1981 to 
present. Trophies 
will be awarded 
in both classes. 
Pre-registration 
is requested by 
Oct. 1. Drive-ups 
will be accepted 
on a first-come 
basis on the day 
of the show. In 
addition to the 
car show, there 
will be lots of fun 
activities for the 

whole family including food, games, 
live entertainment, a moon bounce for 
the kids and a toy car competition. For 
more information see www.fbne.net. 

Members of North Harford 
Church, Jarrettsville, reach out to  
their community through Carpenter’s 
Kitchen several times a year. Recently 
the church took about 20 members, 
including adults, youth and children, 
to cook and serve for the needy and 
homeless. 

At the Harford County Farm Fair, 
North Harford members manned a 
booth, chatting with passersby and 
giving out cold water, literature and 
tracts. 

Vincent and Roberta Chiaravol-
loti, missionaries in Italy, were guest 
speakers at the church last month.

 
Western Association

Deep Creek Church celebrated its 
120th anniversary and their pastor, 
Don Wilson’s 25th year of minis-
try on July 8. Ken Heath, Western 
Association’s director of missions, 
was the guest speaker for the spe-
cial service. 

Over 100 members and guests 
gathered afterwards for a lunch 
and to continue the celebration by 
“roasting” Wilson. 

Over the past 20 years, Wilson 
has led the church in having a radio 
program called “The Coffee Break,” a 
15-minute program Wilson hosted for 
seventeen years. 

One of Wilson’s legacies is the 
campground ministry he began when 
he first came to the church. Every 
Sunday night during the summer, 
members host a service at Deep Creek 
Park. Most of the ministry has been 
seed planting, but several have come 
to Christ as a result of the ministry. 
The Deep Creek area is Western 
Association’s site for a new resort 
ministry that’s just beginning. In fact, 
new resort ministers Bill and Julie 
Duvall, and their three children, are 
moving into Deep Creek Church’s old 
parsonage as their new home and to 
use as the new ministry site launch.  
Heath said Wilson is to be credited for 
planting the seeds of that ministry. 

Wilson has reluctantly deter-
mined it is time for him to retire. His 
last service will be on be Sept. 30.

Wilson and his wife, Joyce, will 
move to Joyce’s childhood home near 
Altoona, Pa. Don hopes to spend some 
time hunting and to once again host a 
Christian radio program. 

Misc.

Prison Chaplain, Bill Hunt, was 
awarded a certificate of appreciation 
for outstanding service at the Federal 
Correctional Institute and a certificate 
from Maryland Governor O’Malley 
for contribution and involvement in 
the community. 

AssociationLIFE
Continued from page 3

New Leonardtown pastor, Mark Dooley, 
with his wife, Karen, and their children: 
Hannah, Alex, Matthew and Rachel.

Western Association celebrated its 60th year of youth camp for its 19 churches 
this summer at 4-H Camp Frame, near Hedgesville, W. Va.
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In her continued search for help, 
Millwood was disappointed by the 
medical world’s rejection and the many 
doctors who told her she would just 
have to learn to live with her “disabil-
ity.” But that didn’t stop Adele Mill-
wood. 

“I’m not someone who accepts no 
for an answer,” she said with a grin. 

When she heard about cochlear 
implants, also known as the “bionic 
ear,” she began to investigate. Some 
doctors told her it was a waste of time, 
but she plowed ahead. In 2005, just two 
months after Hurricane Katrina, and a 
week after North Oaks Medical Center 
had gotten its power back, Adele had 
the surgery, which involves placing a 
small computer into the patient’s head 
with an external device she wears on 
her ear. 

The device, which costs over 
$100,000, is not a glorified hearing aid. 
It’s like science fiction coming true. 
The cochlear implant actually creates 
signals, stimulating the auditory nerve. 
The brain interprets those signals as 
sound. It can even be upgraded by add-
ing new software to the outer device. 

She had to wait a month after the 
surgery to have the device activated 
because of the surgical swelling. But 
when it did come on, she began to hear. 
One of the first sounds that thrilled her 
was the turn signal on the car. 

Millwood had to relearn how to 
identify some sounds, such as air-
planes flying past. Her hearing contin-
ues to deteriorate, so she believes she 
will probably need an implant in the 
other ear in the future. 

She is passionate about the im-
plants, how much one helped her and 
how much they can help others. Pull-
ing the outer device off, she’s anxious 
to show others how small and unob-
trusive the item is. She’s now a volun-
teer advocate for Cochlear USA. 

The implant was invented by a 
Christian doctor, Greame Clark. Clark 
wanted to help his father, a pharmacist, 
who was severely hearing impaired, 
and he had a heart for deaf children. 
That invention became the first neural 
prosthesis to bring electronic technol-
ogy into a direct physical relationship 
with the brain. His book, “Sounds of 
Silence,” tells Clark’s story. 

According to the Gallaudet Re-
search Institute, about two to four of 
every 1,000 people in the United States 
are “functionally deaf;” nine to 22 
people out of every 1,000 have severe 
hearing impairments. 

According to the national academy 
on aging, there has been a 26 percent 
jump in hearing loss, especially for 
those aged 45 to 64 and a 17 percent in-
crease in those 18 to 44. The increase in 
hearing loss has been attributed to an 
increase of environmental noise.   
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Ways churches can 
help the deaf and 
hearing-impaired 

• Invest in assistive listening 
devices.

• Provide Bibles specifically 
designed for the deaf.

• Use captioned films and 
videos.

• Provide skilled signers 
and make sure there is an 
area they can be clearly 
seen without obstacles in 
the way.

• Keep the front rows open 
so the deaf and hearing 
impaired members and 
visitors can sit close.

• Print and distribute 
sermons.

• Educate the church, 
providing special visitors 
who can share the needs 
of the deaf and hearing 
impaired community. 

Deaf Conference 
at Skycroft

The Maryland/Delaware 
Baptist Conference of the Deaf 
(MDBCD) will have its 33rd 
annual conference Nov. 16-18 at 
Skycroft Conference and Retreat 
Center. The goal of this confer-
ence is to develop leadership for 
Deaf workers, train interpreters, 
teach basic sign language classes 
for hearing participants and to 
bring together, unite and counsel 
those of like faith and beliefs.

The upcoming retreat offers a 
variety of exciting workshops, en-
tertainment and a talent show for 
both Deaf and Hearing attendees 
and unique worship and praise 
services with a guest preacher 
from Oklahoma, Danny Bice. 

The MDBCD committee en-
courages churches that have Deaf 
ministries to attend this retreat. 
If a church does not have Deaf at-
tendees or a Deaf ministry, but is 
interested in starting one, church 
members are encouraged to at-
tend the conference to get some 
resources and network so that 
perhaps they can begin one. 

For more information, email 
the MDBCD president, Glenda 
Ennis, at GREnnis62@aol.com or 
Rolando Castro, BCM/D lan-
guage missionary, at rcastro@
bcmd.org.  

Adele Millwood: ‘Once I was deaf’
Continued from page 1

At 72, Doug Alberts’ zeal for ministry grows
By Shannon Baker

National Correspondent

PASADENA, Md.—With a dance 
in his step, 72-year-old Doug Alberts 
has the energy of a 40-year-old. And 
rightly so. It was near that age when 
Alberts, now pastor at Grace Church 
of Sunset Beach in Pasadena, Md., 
became a Christian.

“I wasn’t raised in a Christian 
home,” Alberts related. “And I re-
member thinking, why do people go 
to church?”

Looking back, he sees how God 
pursued him.

While serving in the United States 
Air Force, Alberts remembers a young 
“kid” who carried a Bible around and 
constantly asked him, “Would you 
come to a meeting with me tonight?”

Alberts never went, but he was 
surprised to see his friend, Red, ac-
cept the invitation. The next day, with 
a completely changed countenance, 
Red asked Alberts, “Would you go to 
the meeting with me tonight?” Again, 
Alberts declined. 

But it left an impression in his 
mind.

Several years later, tragically, his 
eight-year-old son, Mark, was struck 
by a car and killed, prompting a harsh 
response. “I stood in the middle of the 
street and addressed God with my fist 
in the air: ‘How dare You?’” related 
Alberts, admitting he subconsciously 
knew God existed.

Later, Alberts’ daughter, Pam, 
became a Christian while attending 
Glen Burnie Church with their neigh-
bor, Faith Loudon.

One day, Loudon’s car broke 
down. “Daddy, can you take me to 
church?” Alberts’ 12-year-old daugh-
ter asked. “Of course, she was Daddy’s 
little girl,” Alberts remembered. He 
dropped her off at church while he 
waited at a nearby coffee shop. 

Meanwhile, Pam faithfully 
prayed. The next week, she asked him 
to take her to church again. In his 
ignorance, Alberts thought Loudon’s 
car was still in the shop. 

This went on for a month. 
Eventually, Pam asked her father, 

“Can you take me to Sunday school? 
Please?” Finally, Alberts relented. He 
took her—and himself—to a Sunday 
school class.

Alberts remembered hearing the 
Bible discussions about Jesus as the 
only way to God the Father. The dis-
cussion prompted 
him to learn more. 
He soon found 
himself seated in 
the sanctuary, week 
after week, listen-
ing to Cline L. Vice 
preach. At the end 
of his sermons, Vice 
offered invitations 
to become a Chris-
tian. Alberts re-
members thinking, 
“Why’s he looking 
at me?”

One day, Al-
berts looked at his 
daughter. “Pam, I 
gotta go!” As he got 
out of his seat, Vice 
clapped cheerfully. 

Soon, Alberts’ 
whole family was baptized. A travel-
ing salesman, Alberts felt he couldn’t 
learn enough about the Bible. His 
enthusiasm continued to grow. 

In time, he served on differ-
ent church committees, coached the 
church’s baseball team, served in 
prison ministry and was ordained as 
a deacon. 

But it still wasn’t enough.
At a church revival, he sensed a 

whole new dimension to his faith as 
he listened to the speaker. “I think I 
am supposed to be up there,” Alberts 
remembered thinking. 

To be sure, he went to a quiet 
place outside and prayed specifically, 
“Lord, I think you want me in the 
ministry. Please tell me.”

“It was a still day,” Alberts 
recounted. “All the sudden, one tall 
tree–just one!–swished at me. I felt 
like it was God answering me.”

Alberts started preaching at 
hospitals and detention centers. He 
obtained a license to preach from Glen 
Burnie Church and later started meet-
ing with a pastor at a mission church, 
Garrison Forest Church, in Owings 
Mills, Md. When the pastor left, Al-
berts served bivocationally there for 
the next five years. 

He also began 
seminary studies 
and was the first 
person to gradu-
ate from Southern 
Baptist Theological 
Seminary’s Studies 
Program, then held 
at St. Mary’s Semi-
nary in Baltimore.

Next, he was 
approached about 
serving another 
congregation in 
Prince George’s 
County, Md. At the 
same time, his em-
ployer extended an 
offer for a greater 
territory—and a 
greater salary, com-

pany car and fully paid expenses. 
In answer, Alberts quit his job 

and accepted the offer to pastor Glenn 
Dale Church. “I may have a lot more 
money, but I would be miserable for 
the rest of my life,” Alberts told his 
boss.

“There goes my fur coat,” agreed 
Alberts’ wife, Iris.

The couple served at Glenn Dale 
for ten years until Alberts underwent 
heart bypass surgery. At 62 years old, 
he retired, but offered to fill the pulpit 
in area churches. 

Still, it wasn’t enough. 
Again, he sent out letters to area 

churches, offering to fill interim posi-
tions. He accepted an interim at Grace 
Church in Pasadena, who had just 
experienced a church split. 

A year later, a deacon approached 
Alberts. “You realize that we haven’t 

been looking for a pastor,” he said. 
Though the official church policy 
prohibited the permanent hiring of 
an interim pastor, members felt so 
strongly that they changed the policy 
and hired Alberts full-time. 

For the past six years, Alberts has 
seen Grace Church revitalize spiritu-
ally and numerically. Church mem-
bership has tripled. Children and teen 
programs are consistently growing, 
and younger families are drawn to its 
blended services. 

Recently, Grace shared their 
facilities with New Hope Community 
Church, also of Pasadena, during their 
transition into a new building. In the 
spirit of cooperation, the two churches 
have continued to partner in projects 
in Pasadena and nearby Curtis Bay.

Alberts also serves on the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/Delaware’s 
General Mission Board, offering a de-
cidedly youthful perspective, despite 
his older age.

“We’re having the time of our 
lives,” said Alberts. 

Question/Answer 

column 

will resume 

in October



By Tim Durkin

COLUMBIA, Md.—Readers of 
Baptist Family’s most recent news-
letter (delivered as an insert to the 
August 2007 edition BaptistLife) will 
be familiar with the story of Scott and 
Debbie Smith, two of Baptist Family’s 
very best (and longest-serving) fos-
ter parents. Agency staff sat down to 
interview the Smiths 
and other foster parents 
working with CHOSEN 
to learn more about 
their experiences. In 
turn, we are sharing 
some of the insights 
gleaned from our parent 
interviews with you. 
The full interviews will 
be available soon at 
Baptist Family’s website: 
www.baptistfamily.org.

Insight #1: Some 
foster kids are not 
only in need of love, 
some need extensive 
medical care. Tina Ter-
ra tells us: “I have an infant who has 
been going through withdrawal from 
drugs. Mount Washington Hospital 
said to me that my child had the worst 
case of infant withdrawal that they 
had ever seen. Everything I was taught 
about infant withdrawal said to expect 
the child to be inconsolable and to 
have a constant, high-pitched scream. 
But it wasn’t as bad as I thought it 
would be. It was like very, very bad 
colic. Not everyone in our home could 
deal with it the same way. My kids 
would have to leave the room at times. 
But we pulled through and the baby 
has begun to thrive.”

Insight #2:  The rewards of 
foster parenting are great, greater 
even than the challenges. Scott and 
Debbie Smith note: “People thinking 
about foster parenting should go in to 
Baptist Family and find out as much 
information about the child as you can. 
Plan for the best experiences with the 
child but be prepared for the worst. 
There are some hard days when you 

have to deal a bit more with 
the baggage that the kids 
bring from their past, but 
those days are outweighed 
by the great days when the 
child hops up on your lap 
and says “thank you” or “I 
love you.”

Insight #3:  Patience 
and perseverance pay 
off. Lela Francis shares: 
“Patience is the most 
important trait that a foster 
parent can have. Every 
day of love and care that 
you put into you child you 
will see come out. It may 
not come out in ways you 

expect. But it’ll come out in a way that 
will make you reflect back on your 
hard work. It’s very rewarding.”

Insight #4:  Foster homes come 
in all shapes and sizes. David Roland 
is a single father of three CHOSEN 
kids. “It’s easy having so many kids in 
the house because I grew up with lots 
of brothers and sisters myself. I have 
the advantage of knowing how boys 
are and how they grow up. It’s not easy 
taking three kids with such differ-
ent personalities and trying to mold 
them into one family. I tell my boys 
sometimes that they’re like a squirrel, 
a rabbit, and a cat being raised by a 

bear. We’re all different, but we make it 
work because we want it to.”

Insight #5:  Foster kids aren’t 
the only people changing and 
growing in their new homes. David 
Roland continues: “Foster parenting 
has made me see that I have to put 
other people before myself. For ex-
ample, I used to be a very neat and tidy 
person.  But I understand that boys are 
going to be boys and everything can’t 
be immaculate all of the time. 

“So being a foster father has made 
me emotionally versatile. I might not 
always feel like talking things through 
with my kids, but when they need 
me, experience has taught me how to 
change up my emotions and to become 
the person that each of my kids needs 
me to be for them.”

Insight #6:  Foster children can 
totally integrate into an existing 
foster family. Kathy Bartlett relates: 
“You can love a child who wasn’t born 
to you. I feel the same heart’s love for 
my foster sons as I do for the children 
I have given birth to. The joy and the 
laughter and the love that comes from 
them is a real blessing to our family. 
I get a great delight from that feeling, 
and from seeing our own children 
reaching out and interacting with our 
foster children.” 

BFCS can be reached at: Baptist 
Family & Children’s Services, 7175 
Columbia Gateway Drive, Suite F, 

Columbia, MD 21046; (800) 621-8834; 
baptistfamily@baptistfamily.org or 

www.baptistfamily.org.

Page 10September 2007

In their own words...

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC.
“From Concept to Completion”

n Specialists in church construction and renovation.
n Experienced in all types of design-build systems construction 

which will save you time and money.
n Experts in elevator additions and ADA compliance.
n Assistance in every project phase – budgeting, design, 

fundraising, permitting and construction.
n Licensed, insured and bondable for all our work.
n 20 plus years of construction & renovation work in all types of religious, 

educational, commercial, & community use facilities.

Local Congregations Served

 Bethany UM – Ellicott City Mount Airy Baptist – Mount Airy
 Calvary UM – Mount Airy Mount Lebanon Baptist - Baltimore
 Chestnut Ridge Baptist – Timonium Odenton Baptist 
 Forge Road Bible – Perry Hall Saint Paul’s Lutheran – Kingsville
 Gospel Tabernacle Baptist – Baltimore Westminster Baptist
 Greenridge Baptist – Clarksburg Westminster Church of God
 Lutheran Church Redeemer-Damascus White Marsh Baptist

10291 Baltimore National Pike   Ellicott City, MD  21042
Telephone 410-461-7200   www.tcsbuilds.com
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MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX YOUR AD 
Deadlines are the first day of the 
month for the following month’s 
issue. Classified advertising is 75 
cents per word ($18.00 minimum) 
for BCM/D churches and church 
members; 85 cents per word 
($20.00 minimum) for non-profit 
organizations; and 95 cents per word 
($25.00 minimum) for commercial 
organizations. Word count does not 
include words with two letters or 
less. Contact us for display ad pricing. 

Acceptance of advertising does 
not constitute an endorsement of any 
advertiser’s products or services.

To Place an Ad

ALWAYS ON...

WWW.YOURBCMD.ORG
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Bose Church Sound 
System Seminar 

Presented by Dave Armbruster Audio 
FREE seminar tailored for the 

novice or advanced church 
sound system operator 

Sept. 22, 2007
Westminster Baptist Church
Oct. 6, 2007
West Baltimore UMC
Nov. 17, 2007
First UMC, Hyattsville 
For reservations, please e-mail us at 
dave@daveaudio.com or call at 

(410) 747-5134

 

Sundays at 8:30 a.m. EST

The Trinity Broadcasting Network 
(DIRECT TV Ch. 372)

The Church Channel 
(DIRECT TV Ch. 371)

(Consult local cable affiliates in your 
area for channel allocations)

XM Satellite Radio 
Family Talk Channel 170

Saturdays at 8:30 p.m. EST

Dr. James Merritt 
is the Senior Pastor 
of Cross Pointe, The 
Church at Gwinnett 
Center in Duluth, Ga. 
His uncompromising 
preaching and leader-
ship have brought 
phenomenal growth 
to the church where thousands attend 
each week. He is a past-President of 
the Southern Baptist Convention and 
is a noted author and speaker. He and 
his wife Teresa have been married for 
30 years and have three sons; James, 
Jr., Jonathan and Joshua. The Merritts 
reside in Dacula, Ga. 

Dr. Merritt is the speaker for 
Touching Lives which reaches mil-
lions around the world every week. His 
ability to apply Biblical principles to 
the problems and concerns of everyday 
life has made Touching Lives one of the 
most popular and respected broadcast 
ministries across the nation and around 
the world.

For on-line 
training, go to:

 

bcmd.e-quip.net

           seeks  “missionary”  couples  and  
singles  to join with us 

for six months  to  one  year 

Mission field:   Federal  Hill & the Inner Harbor at Baltimore

Needed:    People  willing to risk their time,  talents and treasure “growing”   
a “new church” in an old church. We need  Praise teams,  musicians,  
sound techs, computer  gurus,  teachers, etc.  Great Commandment/ Great 
Commission  believers  who believe in the power of prayer,  the power of 
God and are not afraid  of  innovative  ministry  and going “outside the box.”

CONTACT  PASTOR  LYN  O’BERRY
warrenavecares @ verizon.net

The Church on Warren Avenue 
at F ederal H ill

DON’T   MIND   PADDLING  UPSTREAM?
DO YOU  REALLY  BELIEVE  NOTHING  IS 

IMPOSSIBLE  WITH GOD?

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT/
BOOKKEEPER wanted for part-time 
position (25-30 hrs/wk) at Camp Wo-Me-
To in northern Harford County. Must 
have own transportation, be detailed ori-
ented and have working experience with 
Quickbooks, Microsoft Word and Excel 
computer programs. Call Frank Ulmer at 
(410) 557-6296.

ASSOCIATE PASTOR – Hughesville 
Baptist Church is seeking applicants for a 
full-time Associate Pastor responsible for 
outreach and discipleship. A Bachelor’s 
degree/Seminary is preferred. More in-
formation is available at www.Hughesvil-
leBaptist.com. Send resumes to HBC, 8505 
Leonardtown Road, Hughesville, MD  
20637, ATTN: Chairman, Associate Pastor 
Search Committee. Phone: (301) 274-3672.

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC — (part time 
position) Colesville Baptist Church in 
Silver Spring, Md., is looking for a spiritu-
ally mature believer to lead the church’s 
music ministries. Qualities looked for 
include: ability and aptitude to plan and 
lead worship for a diverse congregation 
with a blended worship style; ability 
and aptitude to develop the potential of 
the individuals who comprise the music 
ministries at the church. Please inquire at 
(301) 384-9153.

PART-TIME MINISTER OF MUSIC—
We are looking for a part-time minister 
of music to lead the church to accomplish 
its mission through a music ministry 

that strengthens worship, leads people to 
experience worship, wins people to Christ 
and encourages evangelism and outreach. 
The position has benefits and the possibil-
ity of becoming full time. Send resumes 
to Faith Baptist Church, 2212 Jefferson 
Pike, Knoxville, MD 21758. Attention: 
Fred Barnette. Visit our website at www.
Faithsbc.org; phone: (301) 834-7755 or (301) 
834-7669.

MINISTER OF MUSIC & YOUTH—Lib-
erty Baptist Church in Lisbon, Md., is 
prayerfully seeking an individual who 
will passionately serve as its full time 
Minister of Music & Youth. We are an 
evangelical Southern Baptist Church 
which incorporates various styles of 
music into its worship experience. We are 
a small church (120 in worship) located 
in the growing mission field of central 
Maryland. Please submit resumes to 
Liberty Baptist Church, P.O. Box 9, Lisbon, 
MD 21765, Attn: Mike Bright or Fax to 
(410) 489-4174 or e-mail to liberty.baptist@
netzero.net.

YOUTH DIRECTOR – Seven Locks Bap-
tist Church in Potomac, Md., is seeking a 
part-time youth director. The position will 
require approximately 20 hours/week, 
with some work hour flexibility. We cur-
rently have 17 youth. As we build our 
youth ministry, it is anticipated that this 
position will go to full-time. Resume to: 
C. Baxter, Seven Locks Baptist Church, 
11845 Seven Locks Road, Potomac, MD 
20854-3340, or e-mail to: Mistcb@aol.com.
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