
Moldova: Partnerships may end, 
but relationships are eternal

Mal Utley, 
interim pastor 
of Bethany 
Church, has 
a heart for 
Moldova, the 
poorest country 

in Europe. Page 5

Moldova: Providing clean water 
while sharing 
Living Water
Val Ham, a member 
of Lexington Park 
Church, couldn’t 
believe her eyes 

when she went to Moldova for the 
first time in 1996... Page 5

BCM/D Annual Meeting

Pages 6-7

Family missions—intentionally 
preparing children to be 

spiritual champions
According to George 
Barna, adults across 
America generally hold 
the belief that the nation’s 
children are inadequately 

prepared morally or spiritually for 
their future. Page 9
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In this Issue...

On the Web...

By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

BALTIMORE, Md.—Emmanuel 
Church, Huntingtown, sent a mission 
team to Seventh Church, Baltimore, to 
lay a ceramic floor in the church’s fel-
lowship hall. While commendable, the 
ministry isn’t anything new, except 
that this mission team was comprised 
of 22 fifth and sixth graders. 

Dave Walton, Emmanuel’s chil-
dren’s pastor, said he wanted to see 
children really involved in ministry 
and missions. 

 “They may get to go sing at 
a senior citizen’s home, but lots of 

times younger kids are blocked out of 
hands-on ministry. Once they’re spiri-
tually set on fire they’re ready to serve 
and discover what God has planned 
for them. 

Walton began to preach missions 
to the kids and got them excited about 
serving. 

He contacted Mitch Dowell, 
Embrace Baltimore associate execu-
tive director, who put them in touch 
with Ryan Preston Palmer, pastor of 
Seventh Church. 

Palmer showed Walton what 
he needed done with the floors and 
looked at Walton a little skeptically 
saying, “And you have fifth and sixth 

graders?” 
“With the right information and 

expertise they can do anything,” 
Walton said.  

And they did. 
Each day the excited kids traveled 

about 60 miles in the church van to 
Seventh Church in Baltimore. Many 
had not seen the inner city and had 
some real eye-opening experiences. 

Looking out the van windows on 
the way to the church the kids saw a 
man pull a cup out of a trash can and 
drink out of it. They were horrified. 
Walton said he explained that some 

Fifth and sixth graders install 
floor, build relationships, 
strengthen churches

Continued on page �

BCM/D Annual Meeting, 
Nov. 12-13, 2007
Reserve rooms now at the Clarion 
Resort Fontainebleau on 10100 
Coastal Highway in Ocean City, Md.

Ministers’ Family Getaway 2007
October 26-28, 2007 Willow Valley 
Resort & Conference Center, 
Lancaster, Pa. Space is limited!

Continued on page 9

By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent and 

Bob Simpson, Executive Editor 
of BaptistLIFE

 
COLUMBIA, Md.—The BCM/D 

General Mission Board met at the 
Baptist Mission Resource Center on 
Sept. 11, the last session before the 
2007 annual meeting in November in 
Ocean City, Md. Bill Archer, BCM/D’s 
missionary for music/worship, led 
members in singing “Great is Your 
Faithfulness,” both the new chorus 
version and the classic old hymn 
version, “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.” 
Archer said he praises God for being 
faithful in previous seasons and as 
Summer turns to Fall, he praises Him, 
knowing He will be faithful as we 
step into a new season. 

John Gauger, GMB president, 
used Numbers 20 and spoke of how 
Moses, when told to speak to the rock 
to provide water for the people, struck 
the rock instead in proud anger and 
brought the attention to himself rather 

than giving the glory to God.  
“We lose the blessing when God is 

not glorified because of our anger and 
pride,” Gauger said. 

Executive Director’s Report

BCM/D executive director, David 
Lee, reported that the convention had 
a great summer and he looks forward 
to an even greater Fall. Lee cited that 
there was a higher attendance in GA 
camps this year than they’ve had in a 
long time and record numbers in VBS. 

There have been some staff 
changes with some new missionaries 
joining the staff and others planning 
to retire. Lee introduced Eddie Scott, 
Jr., who is serving as missionary for 
Bible teaching, discipleship and gen-
eral church consultation. Currently, 
Lee said, “Scott is working to boost 
African American church planting, 
then when June Holland retires at the 
end of this year, he will launch full-
speed ahead into Bible teaching and 
discipleship.” Holland will continue 

to work with VBS, pre-school and 
children on a contract basis.

Randy Millwood is back after 
being away from the convention since 
2003 and now serves as missionary 
for missional leadership, e-quip.net, 
small groups and seminary exten-
sion. Carol Moore will officially retire 
from full-time service in March 2008, 
but will continue to work three days 
a week. Michelle Mackall will serve 
as assistant to Sherry Lee and in the 
executive office. John Faris announced 
his retirement as of June 30, 2008, but 
he will take a leave of absence effec-
tive Dec. 31, 2007.

Lee said John Faris has been a key 
foundation piece in getting us where 
we are today as a convention. He com-
mended his integrity, business sense 
and personal commitment to steward-
ship through the years.

This year has been the ‘year of 
evaluation,’ Lee said. Now the conven-
tion is looking at its internal operations 
to improve service to the churches. 

GMB celebrates God’s faithfulness as 
it looks to the final quarter of 2007
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Company 
is coming! 
Around 

my house, when I 
hear those words, 
it is time to get 
busy. Things have 
to be cleaned and 
straightened. Gar-
bage has to go out 
the door. Usually, it 
means that cooking 
starts. And as my 

grandson says, “Yum!” My wife is a 
great cook.

Company really is coming. We are 
about to host thousands of guests 
from all over the country who are 
coming to help us Embrace Baltimore. 

I have seen some of the preliminary 
lists, and I must say the guest list is 
quite impressive. I have even re-
ceived word that we may have Baptist 
brothers and sisters from our partner 
country of Scotland coming to help 
us. How cool is that!

Our guests are coming to invest 
a part of their lives in helping us to 
plant churches, strengthen our exist-
ing churches, start collegiate min-
istries, hand out cups of cold water 
in Jesus’ name and share the gospel 
of hope and good news to neighbor-
hoods that are hurting.

We have been working for more 
than three years to get to this point. 
2007 has been a year of strategy. The 
strategy is now in place. It has been 

a year of building an Embrace staff 
team. Please pray for Bob Mackey, ex-
ecutive director of the Embrace effort 
and director of missions in Baltimore 
Association, as he fills the remaining 
vacancies. It has been a year of devel-
oping resources. As I write this, we 
are awaiting word on budget resourc-
es being made available by the North 
American Mission Board. 

Your BCM/D staff stands ready 
with resources to come alongside the 
effort as well.

I have to be transparent and tell 
you that there were times when all of 
us wondered if we would ever see this 
day. But now we are here. And praise 
God we are about to see Him move in 
power not seen in the Greater Balti-

more area since the days that Annie 
Armstrong walked the streets of this 
great city.

Someone asked me recently, “How 
are you going to undertake such a 
daunting task?” My response was 
this. The way to reach a city is one 
man, woman, boy and girl at a time, 
one family at a time, one block at a 
time, one neighborhood at a time.

I want to invite you and your 
church to join us. We have room for 
you, too! Do you want to know more? 
Just give me a call.

Thank you, Southern Baptists. 
Thank you, Maryland/Delaware 
Baptists, for your commitment to the 
Great Commission. 

Company is coming!

Have you ever 
longed for 
God to do 

something more 
powerful than you 
have ever experi-
enced? At church 
on Sunday morn-
ings, do you ever 
pray for God to do 
something that’s not 
printed in the bul-
letin? I confess that 
I have often longed 

(and prayed) for both.
I came across a fascinating story 

from church history recently. It seems 
that in 1860 there was a world-wide 
prayer revival sweeping the globe. On 
the Caribbean island of Jamaica, the 
Christians there wanted to be a part 
of it. So they began to pray in daily 
prayer meetings at dawn. On Sept. 28, 

1860, in the regular morning worship 
service of the Moravian Church in 
Clifton, Jamaica, something unique 
and unexpected happened. As was 
typical, a hymn was sung followed by 
an opening prayer. Then others began 
to pray. Children began to pray. One 
young man poured out his heart in 
prayer. Tears began to fill the eyes of 
the congregation. The service lasted 
for more than three hours. Even at the 
conclusion of the service, the minis-
ter continued to deal with those who 
were greatly distressed. 

Some people left the service and 
went to continue praying at a nearby 
schoolhouse. More prayer meetings 
began to happen in other Jamaican 
towns including Montego Bay, Bethel 
Town and Mount Carey. The prayer 
revival spilled over to other denomi-
nations, the Baptists, the Congrega-
tionalists, the Anglicans, the Method-

ists and the Presbyterians.
Among the Methodists of Montego 

Bay, the congregation of 800 saw 547 
people come to Christ. The 80 Baptist 
churches of Jamaica reported 12,000 
conversions as a result of the prayer 
revival. The Presbyterian churches of 
Jamaica saw more than 3,000 conver-
sions in 1860 and another 1,700 the 
next year.

A Congregationalist minister 
summed the prayer revival up as 
follows: “It closed the rum shop and 
the gambling houses, reconciled 
long-separated husbands and wives, 
restored prodigal children, crowned 
every place of worship, quickened 
the zeal of ministers, purified the 
churches and brought many sinners to 
repentance.”

Well, AMEN! And it all began with 
prayer. I can’t help but think about 
the current era in which we live. This 

country is so messed up. No single 
solution has emerged. The politicians 
don’t have the answer. Many of our 
churches are struggling to survive. 
The world at large seems to have gone 
mad! The main religions of the world 
pit themselves one against the other. 
What do we do? Is there any hope?

Call me silly, but I happen to 
believe that revival is the answer. 
And revival always begins through 
prayer. Always! There’s no short cut or 
alternative.

Habakkuk 3:2 says, “I have heard 
all about You, Lord, and am filled 
with awe by the amazing things You 
have done. In this time of our deep 
need, begin again to help us, as You 
did in years gone by. Show us Your 
power to save us. And in Your anger, 
remember Your mercy.”

Do it again, Lord! 

Do it again, Lord!

Do we ac-
cept the 
minutes as 

recorded? Any old 
business? Any new 
business? Do we 
have a report from 
anyone? Anyone? 
Do I hear a motion 
to adjourn?” That 
is NOT what hap-
pened in Acts 14. 
But to understand 

the nature of the business meeting 
recorded in Acts 14 you need to turn 
back a page or two.

Paul and Barnabas had quite an 
adventure. They went toe-to-toe with 
a sorcerer, had opportunities to speak 
in the synagogue and presented Jesus 
Christ to all who would listen. At 
Iconium, they spoke so effectively that 
a great number of Jews and Gen-
tiles believed. They saw the crippled 
healed, encouraged people to turn 
from worthless things and even had 
their lives threatened for the cause of 
Christ. These two servants preached 

the Word of God, encouraged the 
young believers and appointed lead-
ers to guide the new work. 

When they arrived back in Antioch, 
they called the church together for a 
special business meeting. Look care-
fully. They celebrated what God was 
doing. Paul and Barnabas reported 
on the power of God. Now that’s a 
meeting!

Maryland/Delaware Baptists will 
have a similar opportunity in Ocean 
City on Nov. 12-13 at the Annual 
Meeting. The last thing we need is 
another meeting. Do you agree? What 
we do need is a time to celebrate the 
work of God. 

I have been praying that our An-
nual Meeting will be a time of Reflec-
tion. I want to know that God is still 
at work in Baltimore, the shore, Dela-
ware and Western Maryland. I want 
to hear how He is working among our 
language churches and church plants. 
I want to be reminded that God is still 
powerfully working with students 
and seniors. I need to hear how God 
is using us to reach the world and 

strengthen churches.
I’m hoping that our days in Ocean 

City will be a time of Renewal. The 
worship and preaching services have 
been carefully planned to refresh the 
soul and restore the intimacy we long 
for with Christ. The mission team of 
Paul and Barnabas took a few blows 
along the way. They were weary. 
Hebrews 10:24 reminds us to, “spur 
one another on toward love and good 
deeds.” 

I need this, don’t you?

I cannot imagine the Acts 14 meet-
ing without lots of Rejoicing. Paul 
and Barnabas saw God at His best. 
Haven’t we? 

Let me encourage you to come to 
the Annual Meeting. We might just 
have another Acts 14 experience. After 
the meeting, the team Returned to 
the work for the next two missionary 
journeys. They were about to witness 
God working again. Encouraging, 
isn’t it? 

Annual Meeting: A time of reflection, renewal and rejoicing

Rick Hancock
BCM/D President 

and Pastor of 
Dunkirk Church



Arundel Association

First Church, Crofton, welcomed 
the U.S. Navy Band’s “Sea Chanters” 
ensemble in September. Keith Hinton, 
the church’s choir director, is also the 
director of the group. 

New Beginnings Church, Pasade-
na, had a picnic on the church parking 
lot on Sept. 9 to celebrate their sixth 
year anniversary. Garrett Rivera, a 
member of New Hope Church, led the 
worship for the anniversary service. 

New Hope Church, Pasadena, cel-
ebrated its 10th anniversary at Solley 
Park on Sept. 9. 

The Bridge Church, Kent Island, 
had a VBX program this summer 
(That’s Vacation Bible School Extreme 
that included a VBS, basketball and 
soccer camp running simultaneously). 
Twenty-five of the children and youth 
made confessions of faith, but many 
said they didn’t have transportation 
to come to church regularly. So The 
Bridge purchased two buses and 
will paint them purple and gold, the 
church’s colors. 

The Bridge will celebrate its second 
anniversary on Oct. 9. They have 
grown from one family to over 150 
regular attendees each week and 53 
total baptisms. Jeffrey Pearson, pastor,  
baptized 19 in the Chesapeake Bay, 
next to the Bay Bridge, in August. 

Baltimore Association

The Worship and Creative Design 
Teams of Immanuel Church, Balti-
more, will host two evenings of study 
and music led by Joel Goddard begin-
ning at 6:30 on Oct. 11 and 12. The 
study will focus on Gerrit Gustafson’s 
book, “Adventures of Worship.”

For more information about God-
dard, see the events section at www.
immanuelchurch.org. To register for 
the event or for more information 
about it, email Terry Foy at terrylf@
comcast.net; http://chestnutridgebap-
tist.org/ministries.php 

“Now is the Time” is the theme of 
the 3rd Annual Women’s Conference 
on Oct. 27 from 9am-3pm at Hillendale 
Country Club, sponsored by Long 
Green Church. Kim Crabill, from 
Atlanta, Ga. will speak from the book 
of Esther.  Music will be led by Karen 
Mortimer from WRBS radio. There will 
be a fashion show with fashions from 
Coldwater Creek and other shops. The 
cost is $30 per person. Please send 
check to Long Green Baptist Church , 
13010 Manor Rd. Glen Arm, MD 21057. 
For more information - (410) 592-7857.   

Temple Church called John Doug-
las Dixson as its senior pastor. Dixson 
preached his first sermon at the church 
on Aug. 12. Dixson, his wife Susan 
and their son, Jonathan, most recently 
resided in Cleveland, Ohio. Members 
welcomed him with a reception after-
wards. 

Blue Ridge Association

Myersville Church had a commu-
nity movie night in September. 

Delaware Association

First Southern Church, Dover, 
is beginning a new ministry to reach 
out to residents of “Colonial Gardens,” 
a Section 8 housing development in 
Dover. Members have been prayer 
walking in the area for five weeks. Af-
ter that, they’re going to have a block 
party and invite the people in that 
community. 

The church had a “Kingdom 
Klown” school in August. 

Friendship Church, Newark, 
Del., had a “Back to School” free 
community fun fest last month at the 
A.T.H.&L. Fire Company Social Hall. 
The hall is also where the church mem-

bers worship each Sunday beginning 
at 9:30 a.m.

Greensboro Church called Rich-
ard Parks as senior pastor. 

Eastern Association

Eastern Association’s WMU is 
working on LifeBoxes for Christmas. 
The LifeBox program allows the 
women to collect Christian magazines 
and CD’s, along with snacks, candies, 
toiletry items, socks and other small 
gifts to send to soldiers. The program 
will be promoted at the Eastern Asso-
ciation annual meeting on Oct. 21. The 
supplies will be shipped by Thanks-
giving. 

Eastern Association will have a 

conference called “Being a witness to 
our Muslim neighbors.”  The confer-
ence will be from 10 a.m. to noon on 
Oct. 30 at First Church, Pocomoke; on 
Oct. 31 at Immanuel Church, Salisbury, 
and on Nov. 1 at First Church, Cam-
bridge. It will be led by Aslam Masih 
from the North American Mission 
Board.

First Church, Cambridge, was 
busy with missions this summer. 
Thirteen members went to Oklahoma 
to minister to the Choctaw tribe. They 
were part of a 73-member team from 
Mississippi & Louisiana. Team mem-
bers visited individual homes, nursing 
homes, and veteran’s facility, worked 
on construction projects, helped with 
VBS and did prayer walking. 

Primera Iglesia Bautista His-
pania, which meets at First Church, 
Cambridge, will have a commissioning 
service for their new pastor, Jose Nater, 
at 5 p.m. on Oct. 28. 

The Hispanic church regularly 
meets at 7 p.m. on Fridays for wor-
ship and at 1 p.m. on Sundays for Bible 
study.

Mid-Maryland Association

Elkridge Church resumed its 
youth nights at “The House” this fall. 
“The House” was formerly the church 
parsonage that was converted into 
a Bible study and ministry place for 
youth and singles ministries. Youth 
nights include movies, snacks and a 
fun time just being young. 

The church has an ongoing minis-
try each week is making sandwiches 
to help feed the homeless in Baltimore 
City. About a dozen members form an 
assembly line after church on Sundays 
to make 150 sandwiches (7,800 annu-
ally) as well as provide cookies and 
water to support “Happy Helpers.”

Faith Family Church, Finksburg, 
has “40 Days of Purpose” materials, 
including banners, books, bulletin cov-
ers, workbooks and VHS tapes avail-
able for others to use. They used the 
program twice and a church spokes-
person said it was wonderful. Now the 
church would like to give it to another 
church to use. For more information, 
call Judy Andrews at the church office, 
(410) 552-9522.

Mason Dixon Church welcomed 
Pastor Joey Lear, his wife Annette and 
son Brian as they begin their service to 
the church with primary emphasis on 
expansion of the youth ministry. Lear 
is a graduate of Liberty Baptist Semi-
nary where he obtained a Master of 
Arts in Religion with a concentration 
in youth ministry. 

Montgomery Association
 
Suzie Cook, a member of Green-

ridge Church, Clarksburg, traveled 
to Romania on a mission trip with e3 
partners, a non-denominational evan-
gelical missions organization.  The 3 e’s 
represent: Equip - equipping believ-
ers with the tools they need to clearly 
present the gospel to the lost; Evan-
gelize - going out into all the world to 
share the saving gospel of Christ; and 
Establish - church planting - work-
ing to establish an evangelical church 
where one presently does not exist.

In an email, Cook said, “We went 
out in teams and were paired up with 
a national believer and a translator.  
We shared our testimony, presented 
the gospel in pictures with the Evange-
cube, led them through bilingual tracts 
and let them read the verses from their 
own Bibles.”

Montgomery Association’s mis-
sions office manager, Sherrie Riggs, 
reported that seven churches were 
represented at the 2007 fair on Aug. 10-
18, as they took advantage of the tent 
space made available to them from the 
Montgomery Association’s Cooperative 
Ministries Team. This was the eighth 
consecutive year the Association has 
maintained tent space for churches to 
use for their own outreach efforts. 

Each church handled its own 
evangelism and outreach. The follow-
ing churches participated: Crossroads 
Community Church; First Church of 
Rockville; Georgia Avenue Church; 
Greenridge Church; Seven Locks 
Church and Upper Seneca Church. 

Potomac Association

Calloway Church is in the midst 
of a fundraising campaign to build a 
new church called “Imagine a place 
that can change the world.” The church 
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Blue Ridge Association
By David Burt

I was called to serve as director of missions/
church starter strategist for Blue Ridge Association 
(BRBA) on Jan. 1, 1998. 

I am still working with Maryland churches, but 
in a brand new capacity as a church consultant for 
LifeWay. I will be visiting 100 churches every quarter 
in the Eastern United States region, helping them 
assess their church’s health and offering Lifeway’s 
assistance. 

My position as Blue Ridge’s director of missions 
(DOM) has provided a tremendous background for 
this new position. 

In 1998, BRBA had 18 churches with an average Sunday morning 
attendance of around 1,500 collectively. This past Sunday we had 35 churches 
with over 4,500 people in worship.

Prior to being called as DOM, I was serving on staff at Faith Church, 
Knoxville, Md., as minister of education and youth.

Don Brown had retired as our part-time DOM at the end of 1996. The 
leadership of BRBA made the decision to try to go with a full-time DOM. The 
conversation went something like this with me…

“The good news is we would like to hire you as our full-time director of 
missions/church starter strategist… The bad news is that if it doesn’t work, 
we will be out of money, and you will be looking for a new job in four or five 
years.”

BRBA was operating in the black within two years. 
My gift mix and passion were a big help to my ministry as director of 

missions/church starter strategist. I knew if we were going to become what 
God wanted that we would have to plant churches. I really appreciated the 
ministry of Bill Crowe and Wayne Harris at the time as mentors and friends.

We reorganized and simplified our ministry. Our meetings became 
mostly one-on-one meetings. We have had mission trips to Mississippi, 
Mexico, Scotland, and Guatemala. I am excited about the new partnership 
between Kentucky and Maryland. Tunnea, my wife, is from Williamsburg, 
Ky., and her family still resides there. I attended the University of the 
Cumberland there. My father retired in Danville, Ky. My last day as director 
of missions/church starter strategist was spent with some DOMs and pastors 
from Kentucky sharing about the ministry of Blue Ridge.

On 9/11/01 we were interviewing Mae Argilan to serve as our new 
administrative assistant. Mae has a background in writing and editing. This 
past year we asked her to serve as our prayer coordinator for BRBA. She has 
really developed our PrayerFirst ministry. 

We became an association to resource our churches. We purchased 
projector systems, portable sound systems, laptop computers, snow cone 
machine, popcorn machine, tents, a folding machine, a cutting machine, 
a quality printer, etc., for our churches to check out as needed. We have 
established an endowment fund for the purpose of missions and church 
planting. That will help solidify the associations’ future. Over the years, as 
we continued to work with our church plants, BRBA really needed another 
resource person to help in the area of media development.

Phil Graves was a part-time youth minister in our association with a 
passion for media. We brought him on part-time to begin to develop the 
ministry and our web-site. The ministry continued to grow in a rapid fashion. 
When our financial resources reached a point where we could hire him full-
time, we did. We are able to help our churches with presentations, web-site 
development, video editing and pricing on software and equipment. 

During the time of transition of BRBA, one of our pastors is filling in as 
needed. The office continues to be managed by our administrative assistant. 
The programs and processes that have been initiated over the years will 
continue on with very little change. I attribute the vision God gave ten years 
ago to the fact that BRBA is an active and healthy ‘body’ that will be able to 
make a smooth shift in the position of DOM.

I have enjoyed the partnership that I have had with the BCM/D. I have 
enjoyed the fellowship of our 11 DOMs throughout our convention. BRBA 
has an excellent search team that has already started meeting.

The interesting thing about my new position with LifeWay Christian 
Resources is that I will be able to continue to walk alongside several of our 
churches in BCM/D. I guess that means I will never really be… gone!

Thank you, Blue Ridge Association, for taking a chance on a rookie 
DOM and thank you, Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware, for the 
partnership in ministry we have shared over the years.

Blue Ridge

Delaware

Potomac
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Over the past 
six months, 
we’ve 

put the BCM/D 
church planting 
system under the 
microscope. At the 
request of David 
Lee, executive 
director, we have 
taken a hard look 
at every church 
planting enterprise 
in this decade. 
The leadership in 

our state convention has affirmed 
our successes and attempted to learn 
from our setbacks. Some of our more 
important conclusions are listed here.

• We’re a leader nationally in 
the SBC church planting movement. 
This decade we have planted 167 
new churches, which place us 14th 
out of the SBC’s 44 state conventions. 
We have planted more churches 
since 2000 than the “old line” states 
of Arkansas, Mississippi and both 
Virginia conventions. Among pioneer 
conventions outside the South, BCM/D 
places fifth, behind only California, 
Illinois, Colorado and Ohio. Our 
church planting efforts are the single 
greatest contributor to the growth 

of our state convention over the past 
seven years.

• Size is an important 
barometer of survivability, but 
funding is not.  Our analysis shows 
church plants that fail to grow past 
40 in attendance during the first 
two years of their existence will not 
survive. (The only exception to this is 
the “house church” model.) Funding, 
on the other hand, has made almost 
no difference in the survival of our 
church plants. Whether fully-funded, 
partially-funded, or not funded at all, 
the rate of survival differs no more 
than six percent from one to the other. 
Thriving, however, is another story. 
Here funding definitely helps, with 
some funded plants having grown to 
over 300 in attendance in under than 
five years.  

• Baptisms are still the most 
important measure of our success. 
Our church plants have done well 
here, averaging anywhere from 1:12 
– 1:18 (baptisms to attendees ratio). 
While the national SBC average is 
somewhere around 1:44 members, 
church plants rarely use membership 
as a benchmark of progress in early 
years; they use attendance instead. 
(If they used membership, the ratio 
mentioned above would be much 
better than listed.) On the other 

hand, our plants should be doing 
even better here. Perhaps one of the 
telling observations we discovered 
in this study was the subtle shift of 
many churches, including some of our 
plants, to focus on “the unchurched” 
but not necessarily “the lost.” This 
is unfortunate, in our estimation, 
since there are so many lost people 
who need Jesus. Corrective measures 
in education, assessment and 
expectation are being added to our 
process.

• Healthy church plants 
require healthy church planters. 
We have known this for some time, 
but recognize more than ever that 
we need to help healthy planters 
“stay healthy.” Beginning with our 
assessment process, we continue 
to seek better ways to evaluate the 
health and potential of each planter. 
Character, spiritual maturity, 
emotional well-being, skill sets and 
relational abilities all help form the 
basis of the planter’s success. By 
the time the church plant reaches 
two years of age, it often reflects, in 
very real ways, the church planter’s 
own “health:” his values, habits, 
priorities and behavior. As a result, 
we are seeking ways for planters to 
stay healthy physically, emotionally 
and spiritually. These ways will be 

incorporated into our support and 
care for the planter and his family.

• Cooperative Program giving 
is the channel through which we 
are able to continue planting new 
churches. Our church plants have 
reinvested over a half a million 
dollars into the Cooperative Program, 
monies that are used to continue the 
process of church planting, among 
other things, in the coming years. This 
amount can and will increase as our 
planters are better educated about the 
values of the Cooperative Program 
and the ways in which it has benefited 
them and the generations yet to come.

All of us who work with our 
church planters are thankful for the 
priority and the commitment made 
by BCM/D churches to our church 
multiplication efforts. They are 
making a huge difference! 

To that end, in order that we keep 
on seeking to “make disciples of all 
people groups,” let us strive to do 
better and reach more people for our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  

David Jackson is the missionary for 
church multiplication with the Baptist 

Convention of Maryland/Delaware.  
He can be reached by email at 

djackson@bcmd.org or by phone at 
(800) 466-5290, ext. 225.

Church multiplication: Under the microscope

What 
does a 
17-

year-old girl do 
on a dateless 
Saturday night? 
Have a popcorn 
party, of course! 
Many Satur-
day nights, my 
friend Julie and 
I had popcorn 
parties. (What 
does that say 
about our date 
life?) I would 

pop the popcorn. Julie would bring 
the Dr. Pepper. We would sit outside 
and talk for hours about everything; 
boys, family, boys, school, boys, home-
work. You get the picture: we were 17.

When Julie and I became friends, 
her parents had just gone through a 
divorce. Everything in her life had 
changed and she was afraid. My par-
ents had been divorced years earlier; 
so I knew some of the struggle she 
was facing. It was during those long 
conversations about her fears that I 
would share scriptures with her and 
pray with her.

Our relationship continued like 
this for several weeks until one Satur-
day when things changed. We were 
doing our usual talking outside with 
our bowl of popcorn in hand when Ju-
lie said she was ready to turn her life 
over to Christ. That Saturday night 
she became my sister in Christ.

There are many ways we can 
share Christ with others. But, perhaps 
it is in our everyday relationships 
and friendships that we demonstrate 
God’s love the most. The story of 
Naomi and Ruth found in the book 
of Ruth is a wonderful example of a 
relationship between two women that 
leads to changed lives.

Naomi was a wife and mother 
of two sons. Life was good by all 
standards. Her sons became men and 
married adding two daughters-in-law 
to her family. Then things changed 
dramatically for Naomi, her husband 
died and a part of her life was gone.

Ten years later, life took another 
unexpected turn, both sons died. Life 
as she had known it was over. Her 
two daughters-in-law were all that 
was left.

Looking for a way to survive, she 
made the decision to return to the 

land of Moab where she heard God 
was providing food. Naomi, Orpah 
and Ruth traveled to Judah together. 
After arriving, Naomi released the 
only two things she had left, Orpah 
and Ruth. But Ruth refused to leave 
and stayed with Naomi in this new 
land that was not her home (Ruth 
1:16-18).

What would possess a daughter-
in-law to do such a thing? We have all 
heard stories about the daughter and 
mother-in-law relationship. Network 
stations have produced popular sit-
coms based in part on the mother and 
daughter-in-law relationship. So why 
did Ruth stay loyal to Naomi when ev-
erything around her said that would 
be the harder choice?

There are many possible reasons 
for Ruth’s choice to stay with Namoi. 
A few might be: 1) She knew in part 
the pain that Naomi was experi-
encing. Ruth was a widow as well, 
knowing first hand what it was like to 
lose a loved husband. 2) She could not 
bear to leave Naomi in such poverty. 
Naomi facing starvation alone was 
a choice too painful to make. 3) She 
stayed out of the love that had grown 
for Naomi as her mother-in-law. 4) 

She stayed because she knew it would 
bring honor to the husband she lost. 
5) She stayed out of obedience to what 
she felt was God’s plan for her life.

Even though the reasons are un-
certain, the outcome is quite certain. 
Because of Ruth’s decision, Naomi 
was a changed woman. She was 
shown love through devotion; love 
that brought her out of despair and 
back to joy.

God blessed that devotion far 
beyond anything Ruth could have 
imagined. Ruth was blessed with a 
new husband who loved and respect-
ed her. But the greatest blessing of all 
was giving birth to a son who became 
a part of the lineage of Christ.

All of us have many life experi-
ences that can be used to encourage a 
friend. All Julie needed to find Christ 
was a friend to cry with. All Naomi 
needed to find the blessing of God 
was the love of a daughter-in-law.

That’s what missions is all about. 
Sharing our life experiences, our God 
stories and our love with those we 
meet everyday. Is there someone in 
your neighborhood in need of a friend? 
You might be surprised what can hap-
pen over a bowl of popcorn! 

Saturday nights and popcorn parties

David Jackson
BCM/D Missionary 

for Church 
Multiplication

Dear Counselor:
Please give some tips for the bi-

vocational pastor’s family. How do 
you juggle when all the balls are in 
the air at the same time without get-
ting depressed or discouraged?
        --Bi-vocational Minister’s Wife

 (This question was one of the questions 
posed in a question and answer period 
at the recent Minister’s Wives Retreat 
on the theme of “Minimizing Emotional 
Exhaustion in the Minister’s Family.”)

Dear Bi-vocational Minister’s Wife:
You are right that the unique 

stress on the bi-vocational minister’s 
family is often over-looked. In addi-
tion to normal family responsibilities, 
two to three jobs are often being jug-

gled by the pastor and spouse. Often 
the pastor is trying to get seminary 
training at the same time. Usually the 
churches being served have fewer 
physical, financial and leadership 
resources. Sometimes congregations 
have come through conflict and are 
downsizing. At other times, churches 
are just starting out or have never 
gained momentum.

Although bi-vocational pastors 
often feel like they are treated as 
“second class citizens,” it is important 
to remember that this form of min-
istry is the oldest of any ministry in 
the church. All the early apostles and 
evangelists at some point were bi-
vocational. For example, Paul called 
upon his tent making skills in order to 
support himself in ministry for a time 

(Acts 18:3). Further, the impact of the 
early bi-vocational, farmer-preachers 
in this country cannot be underesti-
mated. The farmer-preachers were 
like beachheads on the frontier that 
provided the initial foundation for the 
ongoing evangelical movement and 
the development of settled communi-
ties. If you are ever discouraged, try 
and remember your heritage.

Also, try to remember some of 
the advantages of the bi-vocational 
form of ministry. It has been said of 
the prophet Amos that he could speak 
so boldly because he had another job! 
There are some freedoms that come 
from having another life outside of 
the church.

Having said all of that, being 
intentional about self-care is even 

more important for the bi-vocational 
minister and family. While sacrifices 
are always made in ministry, it is im-
portant to be clear about the number 
of hours that one can commit to the 
job (and the number of hours that 
one is getting paid for) and stick to 
it. Resentment tends to build when 
one is paid for a part-time position, 
but is expected to work full-time. 
Equally important is being intentional 
about family time, couple time and 
“Sabbath” time. If your feet are not 
planted firmly in these, any attempts 
at juggling will more than likely re-
sult in confusion and disaster.  

Questions may be e-mailed to 
trodgerson@bcmd.org with the subject 
line indicating, “Dear Counselor;” or 

mailed to Dr. Tom Rodgerson, 8203 
Harford Road, Parkville, MD 21234. 

“Dear Counselor” with CentrePointe Counseling, Inc.

“How do we keep from from getting discouraged?”

Gayla Parker
WMU Executive 

Director,
Missionary for 

Missions Education 
and Customization
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Moldova: Partnerships may end, but relationships are eternal

By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

PRINCE FREDERICK, Md.—Val 
Ham, a member of Lexington Park 
Church, couldn’t believe her eyes 
when she went to Moldova for the 
first time in 1996, a year after BCM/D 
began a six year partnership with the 
country and five years after Moldova 
gained its inde-
pendence from the 
U.S.S.R. 

The water she saw 
coming from the pipes 
into the bathroom and 
kitchen in her apart-
ment in the city of 
Cantemir was brown. 
It came directly from a 
muddy river. 

“I thought, Lord, 
this is so unhealthy!’” 
Ham said.

When she went to 
Bujac, it was worse. 

“The water that 
came out of the tap at 
Bujac looked like Coca 
Cola,” she said. That 
water came from shal-
low wells.

“Ninety-nine 
percent of the water is 
contaminated, even in 
the capitol,” Ham said. 

In some villages the local gov-
ernment only turns the water on for 
an hour a day. And that water flows 
through 50 to 60-year-old rusty pipes.

Ham saw the result of the bad wa-
ter while working at the medical mis-
sion trips she has been on each year, 
during BCM/D’s partnership and ev-
ery year since that time. Patients came 
to the clinic complaining of stomach, 
liver and kidney problems. Some had 
worms and others very discolored 
teeth. Middle-aged people had blood 
pressures of 200/100 and higher. 

 “Their bodies are being used as 
filters for the contaminated water they 
drink,” Ham said. 

Ham was saddened, but thought 

someone must be working on such 
a huge problem. But as years passed 
and she asked more questions, it ap-
peared that not much was changing. 
She began enlisting help from BCM/D 
churches and anyone who could lend 
a hand to fund a project to dig deep 
wells. 

As a result of Ham and others 
prayerfully and tirelessly working to 

raise awareness and funds, drilling 
has begun.  

In 2006, Leonardtown Baptist 
Church bought a used well drilling 
rig from Romania. Two Leonardtown 
members, Jeff Farren and Bob Forbes, 
trained to drill wells at Equip Interna-
tional in Marion, N.C.  They went to 
Moldova in May of this year to begin 
drilling, but they only had two weeks 
and spent most of the time going to 
get supplies from Romania. They left 
before they could finish. 

Now, with the help of Peter Trico-
lich, a Moldovan Christian, and Liviu 
Neagoe, who is coming from Romania 
to help, the well drilling is becoming 
a reality. The first deep well, as of this 

writing, was supposed to be finished 
in September. 

Drilling wells in Moldova is 
not an easy task, and it’s expensive. 
Ham said the cost is about $4,000 per 
well, plus a $1,000 fee the Moldovan 
government charges for the drilling 
permit. In addition, Moldova doesn’t 
have the necessary parts to drill a 
deep, sealed well, so they get them 

from nearby Roma-
nia. That govern-
ment charges a 35 
percent tariff, and 
it’s not easy to get 
back and forth over 
the border.

But God has 
provided through 
the churches and 
individual Chris-
tians. Many BCM/D 
churches and other 
evangelical churches 
are helping with 
prayer and dona-
tions.

After drill-
ing and getting 
the water flowing 
there’s the challenge 
of educating the 
people. They don’t 
all realize the water 
is making them sick. 
Ham is hoping to 

get into the schools to do educational 
programs, teaching the children why 
they need fresh, clean water free of or-
ganisms and minerals that are harm-
ful to the body and how to keep the 
water and containers sanitary. 

Through the educational outreach, 
Ham said they will also teach that 
there is even better water available to 
them –from the well that never runs 
dray, the Living Water – Jesus. 

If you are interested in help with 
the medical-evangelism or water 
projects please contact Val Ham (301) 
863-9644 or Mal Utleye, interim pastor 
of Bethany Church, Del., and coordi-
nator of Moldova Mission Trips, (302) 
292-8434. 

By Sharon Mager 
BCM/D Correspondent

WILMINGTON, Del.—Mal 
Utley, interim pastor of Bethany 
Church, Wilmington, Del., has a 
heart for Moldova, the poorest coun-
try in Europe. He travels to Moldova 
every fall to coordinate medical 
mission trips to various villages. This 
year’s trip is Oct. 21-Nov. 3. Utleye 
will work with Moldovan doctors 
and other health care workers and 
volunteers from BCM/D churches 
and others, to provide basic medical 
help as well as pastoral counseling to 
the villagers.

Utley has ministered in Moldova 
since 1995, when the Baptist Conven-
tion of Maryland/Delaware began a 
three-year partnership that was later 
extended to six years.  He’s helped 
Delaware Association develop their 
mission to Moldova since they picked 
up the partnership in 2001, focus-
ing on the Edinets Baptist District. 
When he retired as pastor of Hockes-
sin Church last year, one of Utleye’s 
goals was to spend more time minis-
tering to the people of Moldova. 

Moldova has government-spon-
sored health care, Utleye explained, 
but traveling to get to a place for 
treatment is difficult. Gas is tremen-
dously expensive and buses run 

poorly and break down often due to 
the poor roads.

 “When they do make an ap-
pointment, they go and wait all day. 
If the doctor gets tired he goes home 
and tells them to 
come back another 
day. Most doctors are 
overwhelmed and 
people don’t have 
money for medicine. 

 “When someone 
hears ‘there’s a clinic 
in my village where 
they give me medi-
cine,’ they go,” Utleye 
said. 

As people come 
to the clinic and get 
free medicine and 
concerned, caring at-
tention, they are more 
open to those provid-
ing that care, and 
more willing to listen 
as volunteers share 
the gospel. 

 “We’ve found that meeting 
health needs is a real good way to 
develop relationships,” Utleye said. 

The mission trips encourage local 
churches and give them opportuni-
ties to reach out to their villages. 
Church members visit homes two 
months before the clinics telling 

people about the services provided 
and making appointments. They fol-
low up just prior to the mission trip 
and afterwards. 

“At most clinics, 50 percent of 

those who come are not believers,” 
Utleye said.

There’s also the relationship 
between the short-term volunteer 
missionaries and the Moldovan 
churches.

 “I’ve had a close relationship 
with about 25 churches since 2001. I 

know their pastors, or missionaries. 
We’ve had medical clinics in many of 
the churches several times. 

“We’ve been part of establishing 
almost a church a year since 2001,” 

Utleye said. 
Recently 

the teams have 
been hosting 
health clin-
ics in nearby 
Ukraine as 
well as in Mol-
dova. 

Val Ham, 
of Lexington 
Park Church, 
and Gayle 
Clifton, pastor 
at Upper Sen-
eca Church at 
Germantown, 
also continues 
their minis-
tries in Moldo-
va. This year 
four members 

of the team are going to Moldova for 
the first time.

Other members of BCM/D 
churches also continue to support the 
ministry.

“Partnership,” Utleye said, “is an 
ongoing relationship, not a program.” 
And Utleye keeps going back. 

BCM/D 
October & November 

Events
 

October

6  Urban Student Gathering (ext. 
223)

20  Bible Teaching Resource 
Team Seminar #3 at BMRC (ext. 
233)

November

1-2  Parent Church Conference at 
BMRC (ext. 225)

2-4 Fall Festival of Marriage, 
Ocean City Clarion Resort (ext. 
213)

3  Student Leadership Rocks, at 
The Church at Severn Run, Severn, 
Md. (ext. 223)

4  Collegiate Day in BCM/D 
churches

12-13  BCM/D Annual Meeting 
at Ocean City Clarion Resort (ext. 
202)

16-18  Deaf and Interpreter’s 
Conference at Skycroft (ext. 221)

22-23  Happy Thanksgiving 
(BMRC closed)

27-29  Elevate! Conference at 
BMRC (ext. 225)

For detailed information, 
go to www.yourbcmd.org/calendar 

or call 1-800-466-5290 and dial the 
extension listed.

Moldova: Providing clean water and sharing 
Living Water

Moldovian doctor, Irina Popov, discusses use of medication with clinic patients.



By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

DURHAM, N.C.—When Andrew 
Davis preaches, he preaches the script as 
it is written.

“I preach verse by verse,” said Davis, 
senior pastor of First Church in Durham, 
N.C. He will the speaker for this year’s 
Ministers’ Conference preceding the an-
nual meeting of the Baptist Convention 
of Maryland/Delaware in Ocean City, 
Md., on Nov. 12-13. 

This year’s theme is Devoting 
Ourselves to Prayer and Ministry of the 
Word, based on Acts 6:4.

 “I feel courageous and strong when 
I preach the Word,” Davis said, stressing 
his value of expositional preaching. “I 
feel insecure and unsafe when I don’t.”

Concerned about the nation’s unbe-
lievers and the proliferation of weak and 
immature churches that don’t rely on the 
“meat” of God’s Word, Davis developed 
a Scripture memorization system that is 
posted on his church’s website. Noted 
pastor John Piper points to the resource 
in his book, When I Don’t Desire God.

Davis believes there are numerous 
spiritual benefits to the memorization of 
Scripture. The Word of God must “enter 
us through our MIND—through our 
understanding—in order to change our 
hearts,” he said.

 “There is no more useful discipline 
to this careful process of verse by verse 
meditation than memorization. Memori-
zation is not the same as meditation, but 
it is almost impossible for someone to 
memorize a passage of Scripture without 
somewhat deepening his/her under-
standing of those verses,” he continued. 

 “Plus, once the passage is memo-
rized, a lifetime of reflection is now 
available through ongoing review… 
while driving on long trips, while walk-
ing on beaches, while conversing with 
friends, memorized verses can flow 
from you and cause a deepening of 
understanding.”

Davis, who humbly acknowledges 
he’s memorized nearly 32 books of the 
Bible, believes that memorizing books 
is better than memorizing individual 
verses. 

 “Memorizing individual verses 
tends to miss intervening verses that the 
individual does not feel are as signifi-

cant,” he said, noting that the Bible coun-
sels that all Scripture is God-breathed (2 
Tim. 3:16). “Furthermore, most of Scrip-
ture is written to make a case… there is 
a flow of argumentation that is missed if 
individual verses are memorized.”

There is also a greater likelihood of 
taking verses out of context by focusing 
on individual verses, he said.

Memorizing Scripture does not 
merely bless Christians in their own 
growth and development, but becomes 
a “treasure trove for the growth of the 
church” as well.

“The Scripture memorizer will 
be used mightily by God to teach and 
encourage other Christians, with an apt 
word from the perfect Word of God,” he 
said.

Born in Boston, Mass., Davis was 
raised Roman Catholic, serving as an 
altar boy and loving all aspects of the 
church. Davis admits that even though 
he wasn’t yet a Christian, he was inter-
ested in the person of Jesus Christ and 
was intrigued by His crucifixion and 
resurrection.

Later, he went to Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, where he earned 
a bachelor’s degree in mechanical 
engineering. But during this time, he 
had “other things to do” instead of the 
church.

 “Quite frankly, I wasn’t born-again,” 
Davis acknowledged. “Yet, I had an emp-
tiness in my life. I had a lack of purpose.”

A fellow fraternity member, who 
worked at Campus Crusade for Christ, 
introduced Davis to a relationship with 
Christ.

Becoming more and more interested 
with spiritual things, Davis enrolled at 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary 
in order to take Systematic Theology 
classes. Ultimately, Davis ended up with 
a master of divinity degree in 1990. 

He later served as pastor of New 
Meadows Church in Topsfield, Mass., 
before he and his family followed the call 
of the Lord to Tokushima, Japan, where 
they were involved in church planting 
through the International Mission Board.

After their first two years, the Da-
vises realized that God was not calling 
them to career international missions. 
Instead, Davis pursued a doctorate in 
church history from The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ken.

In October 1998, Davis accepted 
the call to be the senior pastor of First 
Church in Durham, a church that was 
established in 1845, the same year 
the Southern Baptist Convention was 
founded. 

Under Davis’ leadership, this historic 
downtown church has continued to grow 
and see new vitality.

Davis recently returned from a sab-
batical, when he was working on a book 
now titled, Charting the Course for Spiri-
tual Maturity. Focused on sanctification, 
the Christian life and spiritual growth, 
the book describes what God wants to do 
in and through Christians. 

His church’s philosophy of ministry, 
focused on “two infinite journeys,” seeks 
to integrate the individual journey of 
sanctification (Internal Journey) with the 
corporate journey of mission (External 
Journey).  

 “We believe these two only happen 
in concert with each other: as individuals 
are growing up in Christ, they will use 
their spiritual gifts and make the most of 
every opportunity to build up others in 
the Body of Christ and reach out to lost 
people locally and globally,” he said.

To download Davis’ “An Approach 
to Extended Memorization of Scripture,” 
visit online at www.fbcdurham.org. Then 
click the Media Library tab and select, 
“Writings.” 

By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

FT. WORTH, Texas- One scripture 
stands out in Roy Fish’s mind: 2 Chroni-
cles 16:9.

“The eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth, to show 
Himself strong in behalf of them whose 
heart is right with Him.”

 “That scripture made me want to be 
the man that the eyes of the Lord would 
find totally yielded and surrendered to 
Him,” explained Fish, 
who will be the speaker 
at the pre-convention 
worship celebration and 
one of the speakers at 
this year’s annual meet-
ing of the Baptist Con-
vention of Maryland/
Delaware in Ocean City, 
Md., on Nov. 11-13.

Now distinguished 
professor of evangelism 
emeritus at Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Ft. Worth, 
Texas; and former 
interim president of the 
North American Mission 
Board in Alpharetta, Ga.; 
and former pastor/in-
terim pastor of historic 
churches throughout 
the Southern Baptist 
Convention, Fish has 
exhibited many years of 
a life totally surrendered 
to God.

Though he had grown up in church, 
it wasn’t until his sophomore year at the 
University of Arkansas that Fish became 
a Christian.

Even though he was an athlete in 
college, was passing his courses and had 
a girlfriend, he stll felt empty.

 “By the summer of 1949, I was re-
ally miserable,” shared Fish. “I tried to 
get people to show me how to come to 
Christ. I even walked down the church 
aisle, but no one led me to Him.”

A noted lifelong evangelist, Fish 
remembers the day he finally understood 
how to become a Christian.

Sitting on the porch of his boyhood 
home, he thought about the lyrics of the 
hymn, “Only Trust Him.” It occurred to 
Fish that he hadn’t yet trusted Jesus.

Then and there he trusted Jesus as 
Savior.

From that moment, “my life was 
radically changed,” Fish related. “I loved 
being at church. I was always there. I 
would have attended WMU if I knew 
where they met!”

Soon afterward, Jesse Northcutt, the 
same man who later became one of his 

professors at Southwestern Seminary, 
baptized him at First Church in Abilene, 
Texas.

Before long, Fish began to sense that 
God had special plans for him. While on 
summer staff at Ridgecrest Conference 
Center, he preached at a youth revival 
meeting in a nearby church in Oteen, 
N.C.

 “God blessed that meeting,” Fish 
remembered. “I started out with two and 
a half sermons, but God got hold of that 
meeting, and the church voted to carry 

the meeting on for another week.”
Fish, who would later write When 

Heaven Touched Earth: The Awakening 
of 1858 and Its Effects on Baptists, saw a 
large number of people come forward to 
accept Christ at the revival services.

 “At times, people would come off 
the street and say that God told them 
to come to that meeting. I saw that God 
could send revival,” he said.

Fish later attended Southwestern 
Seminary where he earned his master of 
divinity and doctor of theology degrees. 
He served as pastor of Texas churches, 
including one church that was 250 miles 
away from the seminary.

While working on his doctorate, Fish 
served at another church in central Texas 
where members “lived in revival for two 
years,” he said.

 “When I arrived at the church, it 
was fragmented, and the fellowship was 
torn,” he related. In his first year, they 
baptized one person. But in the next 12 
months, this open-country rural church 
baptized 101 people.

 “We did everything we needed to do 
to reach people,” Fish said, explaining the 
new evangelistic fervor. “Revival makes 

God’s work thrilling. The church lived in 
excitement and spiritual enthusiasm for 
two years.”

Fish recalls the day the Lord told him 
about his future ministry. “I was walking 
down the road thinking about my Sun-
day sermon when I paused to think, what 
am I doing working on a doctorate?”

The Lord answered, “You are going 
to be teaching evangelism at Southwest-
ern Seminary one day.”

Several years later, he was invited to 
interview and ultimately called to teach 

evangelism at his 
beloved seminary.

 “It was an 
‘expected surprise,’” 
shared Fish, who at 
the time was serving 
in a pastorate in Ohio. 
Because he knew 
that it was God who 
planted him there, 
Fish remained faith-
ful in his position as 
seminary professor for 
the next 41 years.

While there, Fish 
authored five books, 
including Giving a 
Good Invitation, Dare 
to Share, co-authored 
Preaching Evangelisti-
cally: Proclaiming the 
Saving Message of 
Jesus, and wrote an 
update to J.E. Conant’s 
Every Member 

Evangelism for Today. 
He has been a speaker for conferences, 
conventions and services across North 
America and around the world.

Additionally, Fish has been honored 
with several awards, including an honor-
ary doctorate from Southwest Baptist 
University and the Charles G. Finney 
Award by the Academy for Evangelism 
in Theological Education.

He recently served as interim presi-
dent of the North American Mission 
Board, which coupled with his teaching 
ministry, left a profound impact on his 
life.

 “To touch the lives of those who will 
lead our churches... to mold them into 
the men and women God wants them to 
be...” he started, pausing.

Then he shared a conversation he 
had with his 13-year-old grandson, 
who asked him pointedly, “If you had a 
chance to do it all over again, what would 
you change?”

 “I don’t think I would change a 
thing,” answered Fish, who along with 
his wife, Jean, has four adult children and 
11 grandchildren. “I think my script was 
written by God. That’s the way it is sup-
posed to be.” 

Andrew Davis to speak at ministers’ conference

Roy Fish, noted Baptist evangelist/professor, to 
speak at annual meeting

Southwestern Seminary evangelism professor Roy Fish. Photo by John Swain

Monday, Nov. 11
Afternoon opening session:
President’s Address Rick Hancock
Message  Roy Fish

Evening Session
BCM/D Chorale/Jubilation Orchestra
First Election of Officers
Message  Roy Fish
Executive Director David Lee
Fellowship after Evening Session

Tuesday, Nov. 12
Morning Session
Message  Jim Futral
Final Election of Officers
Staff Presentation/MD/DE Reports

Afternoon Session
Message  Jim Futral
SBC Reports
Annual Sermon  Byron Day

Annual 
Meeting 
Session 

Highlights



BAPTIST CONVENTION OF MARYLAND     DELAWARE

November 12 - 13
Clarion Resort Hotel
Ocean City, Md.

Sunday, November 11
Pre-convention Worship Celebration
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Speaker:  Dr. Roy Fish

Monday, November 12
Ministers Conference
Time: 8:45 a.m.-Noon 
Speaker: Dr. Andrew Davis

Ministers Wives Appreciation Brunch
Time: 9:30 a.m.
Cost: free
Registration: RSVP (800) 466-5290 ext. 205
Childcare will be provided for children ages birth through 
kindergarten. Please submit the names and ages of children, as 
well as the name of your church when you register.

African American Fellowship Luncheon
Time: Noon
Cost: $25
Speaker: Eddie Scott
Registration: RSVP (800) 466-5290, ext. 218 by Nov. 5

Language Pastors Luncheon
Time: Noon
Registration: RSVP (800) 466-5290, ext. 221 or rcastro@bcmd.org

Youth Pastor Network Luncheon
Time: Noon
Registration: RSVP (800) 466-5290, ext. 223 or mwaura@bcmd.org

Partnership Banquet
Anyone interested/involved in partnership missions
Sponsored by:  Freddy Parker
Time: 4:30 p.m.
Cost: $20
Contact: Donna Shifflett to RSVP (800) 466-5290, ext. 226/215
Deadline: Oct. 15

Tuesday, November 13 
Baptist Family & Children’s Services Breakfast
Time: 7:30 a.m.
Sponsored by:  BFCS 
For leaders of churches ministering to families and kids in 
need. Together we will reflect on 2007’s successes and consider 
partnerships for 2008.
Cost:  free
Contact:  Peg Andrew (410) 872-1050, ext. 100,  pandrew@
baptistfamily.org

Mid-Atlantic Fellowship of Christian 
Educators Breakfast
Time:  7:30 a.m.
For pastoral staff (other than senior pastor) who focus on 
educational, disciple-making and small groups to network.
Cost:  free
Contact:  RSVP (800) 466-5290, ext. 219/217; amillwood@bcmd.org
Deadline: Nov. 5 (space is limited)

Seminary Luncheons
New Orleans - Time: noon; RSVP by Oct. 31. Send a check for 
$16 per person made payable to “Larry Baker” at New Hope 
Community Church, 7609 Energy Parkway, Baltimore, MD 21226 
or in person at the annual meeting. For more information: (443) 
463-7102, nhchurch@comcast.net. 
Southeastern - Time: 11:45 am; $20; RSVP Lyn O’Berry at lyn.
oberry@verizon.net or go online to www.sebts.edu/alumni. 
There will be give-aways, gifts, surprises and we will honor three 
Maryland/Delaware Baptists for their outstanding service.

Child Care
Childcare will be provided for messengers’ children ages birth 
through kindergarten during the sessions on Monday afternoon 
and evening and Tuesday morning, afternoon and evening. 
Children may be dropped off 15 minutes prior to the beginning of 
the session and must be picked up no later than 15 minutes after 
the close of each session. Please RSVP to Donna Shifflett (ext. 226) 
or June Holland (ext. 226) by Nov. 5.

Childcare is also provided for children ages birth through 
kindergarten of ministers’ wives attending the Ministers’ Wives 
Appreciation Luncheon on Monday morning.

(above information is based upon details available at press 
time)

By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

FT. WORTH, Texas- One scripture 
stands out in Roy Fish’s mind: 2 Chroni-
cles 16:9.

“The eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth, to show 
Himself strong in behalf of them whose 
heart is right with Him.”

 “That scripture made me want to be 
the man that the eyes of the Lord would 
find totally yielded and surrendered to 
Him,” explained Fish, 
who will be the speaker 
at the pre-convention 
worship celebration and 
one of the speakers at 
this year’s annual meet-
ing of the Baptist Con-
vention of Maryland/
Delaware in Ocean City, 
Md., on Nov. 11-13.

Now distinguished 
professor of evangelism 
emeritus at Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Ft. Worth, 
Texas; and former 
interim president of the 
North American Mission 
Board in Alpharetta, Ga.; 
and former pastor/in-
terim pastor of historic 
churches throughout 
the Southern Baptist 
Convention, Fish has 
exhibited many years of 
a life totally surrendered 
to God.

Though he had grown up in church, 
it wasn’t until his sophomore year at the 
University of Arkansas that Fish became 
a Christian.

Even though he was an athlete in 
college, was passing his courses and had 
a girlfriend, he stll felt empty.

 “By the summer of 1949, I was re-
ally miserable,” shared Fish. “I tried to 
get people to show me how to come to 
Christ. I even walked down the church 
aisle, but no one led me to Him.”

A noted lifelong evangelist, Fish 
remembers the day he finally understood 
how to become a Christian.

Sitting on the porch of his boyhood 
home, he thought about the lyrics of the 
hymn, “Only Trust Him.” It occurred to 
Fish that he hadn’t yet trusted Jesus.

Then and there he trusted Jesus as 
Savior.

From that moment, “my life was 
radically changed,” Fish related. “I loved 
being at church. I was always there. I 
would have attended WMU if I knew 
where they met!”

Soon afterward, Jesse Northcutt, the 
same man who later became one of his 

professors at Southwestern Seminary, 
baptized him at First Church in Abilene, 
Texas.

Before long, Fish began to sense that 
God had special plans for him. While on 
summer staff at Ridgecrest Conference 
Center, he preached at a youth revival 
meeting in a nearby church in Oteen, 
N.C.

 “God blessed that meeting,” Fish 
remembered. “I started out with two and 
a half sermons, but God got hold of that 
meeting, and the church voted to carry 

the meeting on for another week.”
Fish, who would later write When 

Heaven Touched Earth: The Awakening 
of 1858 and Its Effects on Baptists, saw a 
large number of people come forward to 
accept Christ at the revival services.

 “At times, people would come off 
the street and say that God told them 
to come to that meeting. I saw that God 
could send revival,” he said.

Fish later attended Southwestern 
Seminary where he earned his master of 
divinity and doctor of theology degrees. 
He served as pastor of Texas churches, 
including one church that was 250 miles 
away from the seminary.

While working on his doctorate, Fish 
served at another church in central Texas 
where members “lived in revival for two 
years,” he said.

 “When I arrived at the church, it 
was fragmented, and the fellowship was 
torn,” he related. In his first year, they 
baptized one person. But in the next 12 
months, this open-country rural church 
baptized 101 people.

 “We did everything we needed to do 
to reach people,” Fish said, explaining the 
new evangelistic fervor. “Revival makes 

God’s work thrilling. The church lived in 
excitement and spiritual enthusiasm for 
two years.”

Fish recalls the day the Lord told him 
about his future ministry. “I was walking 
down the road thinking about my Sun-
day sermon when I paused to think, what 
am I doing working on a doctorate?”

The Lord answered, “You are going 
to be teaching evangelism at Southwest-
ern Seminary one day.”

Several years later, he was invited to 
interview and ultimately called to teach 

evangelism at his 
beloved seminary.

 “It was an 
‘expected surprise,’” 
shared Fish, who at 
the time was serving 
in a pastorate in Ohio. 
Because he knew 
that it was God who 
planted him there, 
Fish remained faith-
ful in his position as 
seminary professor for 
the next 41 years.

While there, Fish 
authored five books, 
including Giving a 
Good Invitation, Dare 
to Share, co-authored 
Preaching Evangelisti-
cally: Proclaiming the 
Saving Message of 
Jesus, and wrote an 
update to J.E. Conant’s 
Every Member 

Evangelism for Today. 
He has been a speaker for conferences, 
conventions and services across North 
America and around the world.

Additionally, Fish has been honored 
with several awards, including an honor-
ary doctorate from Southwest Baptist 
University and the Charles G. Finney 
Award by the Academy for Evangelism 
in Theological Education.

He recently served as interim presi-
dent of the North American Mission 
Board, which coupled with his teaching 
ministry, left a profound impact on his 
life.

 “To touch the lives of those who will 
lead our churches... to mold them into 
the men and women God wants them to 
be...” he started, pausing.

Then he shared a conversation he 
had with his 13-year-old grandson, 
who asked him pointedly, “If you had a 
chance to do it all over again, what would 
you change?”

 “I don’t think I would change a 
thing,” answered Fish, who along with 
his wife, Jean, has four adult children and 
11 grandchildren. “I think my script was 
written by God. That’s the way it is sup-
posed to be.” 

Roy Fish, noted Baptist evangelist/professor, to 
speak at annual meeting

Southwestern Seminary evangelism professor Roy Fish. Photo by John Swain
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Lee said it is a matter of missional 
stewardship. Part of that steward-
ship includes deciding how to make 
the best use of the Baptist Mission 
Resource Center building in Colum-
bia. Meanwhile, the building is being 
maintained and will be improved, 
through various interior cosmetic up-
grades as well as paving and striping 
the parking lot.  

Embrace Baltimore, the Strate-
gic Focus City partnership with the 
North American Mission Board, is 
gaining energy and picking up mo-
mentum. Lee reported that Embrace 
Baltimore executive director, Bob 
Mackey, has been highly successful in 
making contacts across the country 
to bring people here to minister in 
Baltimore. He is continuing to put his 
staff together and preparing to launch 
major ministry initiatives in Janu-
ary 2008. These strategic initiatives 
include church planting, evangelism, 
community impact, mobilization and 
leadership development. Lee encour-
aged the group to pray for this pivotal 
effort in Baltimore.

Lee thanked GMB members for 
serving faithfully for the past year. 
He gave certificates to those members 
who were rotating off the board. He 
especially thanked John Gauger for 
serving as president. 

Financial Report
 
John Faris said it was a good sum-

mer. As of July BCM/D was .4 percent 
ahead in CP giving. In August, Co-
operative Program giving was up 1.5 
percent. Faris said that the 2.9 percent 
projected increase for 2007 is still a 
possibility. 

Disbursements are not as high as 
last year. Faris said the staff has been 
diligent in staying on budget, and 
they’ve still done a lot of ministry. 

Administrative Committee Report

Board members unanimously 
approved all of the Administra-
tive Committee’s recommendations, 
including the 2008 proposed BCM/D 
and Skycroft budgets. 

Members approved two small 
changes to the Constitution and By-
laws. One was to add ‘Acts 1:8’ to the 
BCM/D mission statement. The other 
change was deleting the word “audit” 
from the business and financial policy 
article and replacing it with “review.” 
John Faris explained that there are 
technical differences between the two 
terms. BCM/D finances and opera-
tions have been reviewed for more 
than twenty years, and the committee 
wanted to bring the language up to 
date with the long-term procedure. 

Members approved the Skycroft 
Ad-hoc Committee’s report to sell part 
of the land Skycroft currently does not 
utilize. Part of that would be selling 
up to 80 acres to the state of Maryland 
to preserve it for the South Mountain 
Battlefield Park with Skycroft retain-
ing water rights. Another parcel 
across the road would be sold to a 
land development group. In response 
to a question by Steve Johnson, pastor 
of Mars Hill Church, Faris said the 
land is located in a conservation zone 
and could never be used for commer-
cial purposes, only residential usage.  
A third small parcel of land is not 
useable because of its vertical topog-
raphy and could be sold at any time to 
whoever made the best offer. 

The Skycroft committee also 
proposed approaching the county 
regarding a moratorium on building 

and renovating of buildings on the 
Skycroft grounds. Currently that mor-
atorium includes any new building or 
improvements to the current struc-
tures. The committee hopes to be able 
to ask for permits 
to retrofit some of 
the buildings with 
the promise of not 
doing additional 
building in the 
foreseeable future. 

David Lee 
explained that after 
much research, the 
Administrative 
Committee feels 
the property and 
buildings used cur-
rently used at Sky-
croft are adequate 
to accommodate 
the churches and 
will remain so in 
the future. 

The final ap-
proved recommen-
dation was to make 
Tom Stolle the chief 
financial officer, ef-
fective Jan. 1, 2008. 

Strategy Teams Reports  

Gayla Parker reported for the 
Acts 1:8 Missions Involvement Team. 
Parker shared her excitement at how 
the WMU is growing. She said 130 
women, many under the age of 35, at-
tended the spring WMU retreat. One 
hundred twenty-four girls attended 
the GA camps this summer, and 17 
made first time decisions for Christ. 
There were also recommitments and 
several dedicated their lives to misi-
sons. Sixty-four came to the mother-
daughter camp. 

WMU had appreciation meals to 
thank women for what they’re doing 
to support misisons. Parker said she 
was thrilled as she listened to a 91-
year-old woman talk about a mission 
trip to the Appalachia area.

Don Sweeney reported for the 
Leadership Development and Support 
Team. Sweeney said the team was 
using its budget on the areas that have 
high impact. That includes minister’s 
wives and families’ ministries. Swee-
ney introduced Randy Millwood, 
who will become leader of the team. 
Sweeney praised Millwood, calling 
him one of the most creative thinkers 
Sweeney has encountered in his own 
business and ministry experience. 

Millwood gave a demonstration 
of E-quip.net, a free virtual-training 
program for church leaders that can 
provide training for a variety of dif-
ferent ministries online and available 
anytime.

In written reports, David Jackson, 
reporting for the Church Multiplica-
tion Team, shared that there are 13 
new works in 2007 including one 
Brazilian church and a French-speak-
ing African church. 

David Moore, reporting for the 
Church Services Team, wrote that 230 
people attended Horizons in July. All 
About Kids Productions has grown 
from 50 students at one church in 2003 
to 400 children meeting in 10 differ-
ent sites. The Youth Performing and 
Visual Arts Camp had 130 teens this 
year. 

Tom Stolle, in a written report 
for the Resource Development Team, 
reported Cooperative Program giving 
was up by .6 percent in the first seven 
months of 2007. Thirty estate plans 
were completed year-to-date leaving 
$823,000 to Baptist causes. Last year 82 

estate plans were completed leaving 
$1,169,000 to Baptist causes. The new 
capital campaign to support Embrace 
Baltimore was launched at the 2005 
annual meeting. The goal is to raise $2 

million to support church multiplica-
tion and ministry evangelism projects 
in Baltimore. A total of $300,000 has 
been given so far. 

Agency & Committee Reports 

Robert Gerstmyer, executive 
director of Baptist Family and Chil-
dren’s Services, reported that the 
CHOSEN Program’s average daily 
census has gone from 39.51 in 2006 to 
48 in 2007. The Good Samaritan Net-
work, Gerstmyer said, is “poised to 
make a major impact with churches in 
distressed communities in Baltimore, 
the Eastern Shore and Delaware.” Fos-
ter parent recruitment is also on track.

Kathy Maloney is representing 
BFCS on the Eastern shore, and Cody 
Whitaker is working with BFCS in 
Delaware. 

Gerstmyer said 1,104 children 
received back to school supplies from 
seven churches, six in Baltimore and 
one in Delaware, partnering with 
BFCS. 

John Faris reported that the 
Baptist Foundation now manages $9.9 
million in funds. Six and one half mil-
lion is invested in endowment funds. 

The foundation has $3.4 million in 
a loan fund with three million dollars 
loaned out to 19 churches. That money 
comes back to the convention with in-
terest. This year Faris expects $185,000 

to $190,000 to come back to the con-
vention from those loan payments to 
be used for starting new churches and 
strengthening existing ones. 

Faris also reported for the His-
tory Committee. 
The historical 
records from 
churches is lim-
ited, but 102 out 
of 500 churches 
responded to a 
questionnaire 
the committee 
sent out, many 
sending current 
histories. Faris 
asks that church-
es celebrating 
anniversaries 
or writing their 
church histories 
please send the 
convention a 
copy for the his-
torical records. 

Steve John-
son reported 
for the Ministe-
rial Scholarship 
Committee. 

Johnson said three new scholarships 
were awarded to the following people: 
Charles Adair, Hughesville Church, 
for Southeastern College; Andrew 
Bell, Towne Church, Southern Exten-
sion Center; Michael Mattar, Christian 
Church, Southern Extension Center.

Reports from the Field

Doug Alberts, Grace Church, 
Pasadena, said the church has an 
average attendance of about 90 on 
Sundays. Their VBS this year resulted 
in 29 confessions of faith.

Presidents Remarks

Rick Hancock reminded GMB 
members that it was six years to the 
day since the 9/11 attacks. The nation 
vowed never to forget, Hancock said. 
Some things are worth remembering. 
As a man must be faithful to his wife, 
we must remember to be faithful to 
the Lord, Hancock said. He said it was 
appropriate that the meeting began 
with a theme of faithfulness and 
would end on that theme.

“My challenge for us in Mary-
land/Delaware is to be faithful in all 
that we do to the Lord Jesus Christ 
and rather than backing up in any 
area to make sure we are at least lean-
ing forward.” 

GMB celebrates God’s faithfulness as it looks to the final 
quarter of 2007
Continued from page 1

John Gauger, president of the General Mission Board and pastor of First 
Church, Perryville, presides over his last meeting before rotating off the Board.

Facilitating Healthy Pastor-Congregation 
Relations Workshop on Oct. 12-13

Lombard Mennonite Peace Center (LMPC) has created the Facilitating 
Healthy Pastor-Congregation Relations workshop. The workshop, to 
be led by LMPC associate director, Bob Williamson, will be presented 
at the Baptist Mission Resource Center in Columbia, Md., Oct.12-
13, 2007, beginning Friday evening and continuing through Saturday 
afternoon.

The cost of the workshop is $89 for those who register before the 
pre-registration deadline of Sept. 28. The cost is $109 after that 
date. Group discounts are available. For more information and for 
registration brochures for the workshop, write LMPC at 101 W. 22nd 
Avenue, Suite 206, Lombard, IL 60148; call (630) 627-0507; or email: 
Admin@LMPeaceCenter.org. Also be sure to visit our website for other 
offerings: www.LMPeaceCenter.org.
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By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

BALTIMORE, Md.— According 
to George Barna of the Barna Research 
Group, adults across America gener-
ally hold the belief that the nation’s 
children are inadequately prepared 
morally or spiritually for their future.

In fact, Barna’s research reveals 
that more than three out of every 
five parents believe that the younger 
generation is not ready to handle an 
increasingly complex and demanding 
future. 

Researcher and author of Revo-
lutionary Parents, Barna discovered 
that “few people have a well-defined 
philosophy that guides their every 
move.” 

Accordingly, he asks, “When you 
ponder your life and legacy, what do 
you think about?” 

In 2003, Barna wrote Transforming 
Children into Spiritual Champions after 
an attempt to discover what Christian 
churches were doing to effectively 
help children become serious follow-
ers of Jesus Christ.

His research made one fact indis-
putably clear: in assessing the impact 
of churches, schools and parents, it is 
the parents who have the most dra-
matic personal influence on a child, 
he said. 

And what should be the goal of 
these “revolutionary parents?” He 
says, “raising a God-honoring human 
being.”

Barna takes this mission person-
ally. To him, it is critical that he sees “a 
revolutionizing faith redefine the lives 
of [his own] children.”

Acknowledging his inclination to 
focus on grand outcomes in his life, 
he concedes that he initially missed 
the fact that “a spiritual revolution 
that takes place ‘out there’ is less sig-
nificant in God’s eyes unless one can 
facilitate one ‘in here’—in our own 
hearts, first, and then in the lives of 
the people who live under the same 
roof as us.” 

He explains, “Rather than worry 
about the commute and facilitating 

operational efficiencies at work, my 
obsession should be on the spiritual 
growth curve of each of my kids. 
Instead of being preoccupied with 
how my execu-
tive team will 
orchestrate 
certain deals 
and deliver-
ables at work, 
my dominant 
focus should 
be on the paths 
to progress 
that need to be 
implemented 
with my daugh-
ters.”

He adds, 
“It has finally 
occurred to me 
that so much 
of what shapes 
my children’s 
lives is beyond 
my control that 
I have to do 
whatever I can 
to maximize 
those elements 
that are within 
my control.”

Those “ele-
ments” include 
spending time cultivating meaning-
ful relationships with his children, 
teaching critical truths from the Bible, 
and choosing appropriate activities 
that reinforce godly principles on a 
consistent basis. 

In the same way, Mandy Memmel 
from New Hope Community Church 
in Baltimore, Md., constantly looks 
for opportunities to teach truth to 
her three children, now ages ranging 
from 6-14.

Twice, she has taken them to 
Matamoros, Mexico, on a church 
missions trip to work with children 
in an orphanage and nearby villages. 
Though it required a lot of effort on 
her part, she wanted her children to 
grasp a vision for those in need and 
to have a heart for those who live in 
other places in the world.

Her youngest daughter Jolie was 
only four years old when they went 
to serve at a squatters’ camp, where 
Mexican families lived in small shacks 

assembled with 
leftover sheets of 
metal, pieces of 
wood and plastic. 
The dirt roads to 
the camps were 
in poor condition, 
often flooded, 
leaving deep, dif-
ficult crevasses.

Yet, “to Jolie, 
these children in 
Mexico were her 
friends,” Memmel 
said, noting that 
her preschooler 
couldn’t wait to 
go again. “Sud-
denly, they weren’t 
people who were 
far away from us. 
They were the 
‘neighbors’ that 
Jesus tells us to 
love.”

Nine-year-
old Jordan’s heart 
became more ten-
der after her first 
mission trip. After 

returning, she had difficulty figuring 
out what she wanted for Christmas 
that year. Finally, she told her mom, 
“After going to Mexico, I realize that I 
don’t need anything.”

And teenager Joseph moved from 
being an observer to being one of the 
group’s worship leaders.

The missions experience has ex-
panded their family’s vision for minis-
try from their immediate surround-
ings to the bigger world around them, 
Memmel said. Now, her kids can say, 
“Oh yeah! All I have to do is to get on 
the airplane and see my neighbors in 
another country!” 

This point didn’t drive home to 
Memmel until she was an adult on her 
first overseas mission trip to Africa. 
“It’s exciting to know that my children 
are already learning how close the 

world is to us,” she said.
Notwithstanding, Memmel ad-

mits the experience is challenging.
“There is no down time for me,” 

she said, explaining that constant su-
pervision in the foreign country was 
required. But as she watched her chil-
dren play with the Mexican children, 
she realized the added effort brought 
immeasurable blessings.

To that end, the Woman’s Mission-
ary Union (WMU) hosts FamilyFest 
missions trips for families with chil-
dren first grade and older in various 
U.S. cities. 

On June 21-25, 2008, a FamilyFest 
will be held in Baltimore, Md. Fami-
lies from all over the nation will be in-
vited to come alongside local churches 
to do community service projects and 
evangelism projects.

“I think it is a wonderful opportu-
nity for parents to model serving the 
Lord wherever we are, whenever we 
are, even on vacation,” shared Gayla 
Parker, WMU executive director and 
missionary for missions education 
and customization at the Baptist Con-
vention of Maryland/Delaware.

In addition to the mission proj-
ects, participants will enjoy special 
times of worship and Bible studies, 
she said. Families are encouraged to 
take advantage of the hotel’s special 
rates and come early or stay late to 
enjoy vacation sites in Baltimore, 
nearby Washington, D.C., and Phila-
delphia, Pa. 

“WMU’s mission is to challenge 
Christian believers to be radically in-
volved in the work of God,” explained 
national WMU representative and 
FamilyFEST coordinator Kristy Carr. 
“We always say that missions is not 
a destination, it’s a journey. It’s about 
active compassion. And that’s exactly 
what this week is all about.”

Parker believes the experience 
will linger far beyond the week. 

 “Christ calls us to be his witness 
24/7 as individuals, as families, and as 
a church,” she said. “FamilyFest helps 
make that happen.”

For more information about Fami-
lyFest, visit www.wmu.com.

Family missions—intentionally preparing children to be spiritual 
champions

people have to do that to live. 
As the children worked, home-

less people came to the church asking 
for food. The kids watched as their 
leader handed out supplies. By the 
third day, the kids were making extra 
sandwiches and giving out the food 
and water to the people as they came. 
They were even praying for them.

One day a man stopped by and 
asked for soap and shampoo. He told 
the group about his daughter who 
died in a fire. The kids decided to 
pray for the man right there, on the 
spot. 

Walton laughed and said you 
know how it is when you ask a group 
of kids if anyone wants to pray and 
nobody volunteers, yet these kids 
began spontaneously praying.

“While serving, they started to 
shine,” Walton said. 

At night, the group went back to 
Emmanuel Church for devotions. 

“Over the week, the conversation 
changed. There were deeper spiritual 
questions,” Walton said. 

The project was expected to take 
a week, but the week came and went 
and floor wasn’t done. Seventh’s 
fellowship hall is 3500 square feet. 

Walton had a meeting with the kids. 
He told them, okay, school will be 
starting soon and we have a trip to 
Six Flags planned for next week, but 
we’re still not done 
with the floor, what 
should we do? The 
kids overwhelmingly 
said they wanted to 
finish the job they 
started. 

When the floor 
was done, Ryan 
Preston Palmer said 
the congregation was 
amazed. 

“People’s mouths just dropped,” 
he said. The floor is beautiful, he said.  

The kid’s ministry was the cul-
mination of an ongoing project to re-
store the fellowship hall. The church 
had been working on it for four years, 
partnering with local and national 
mission teams. 

But what Palmer is most excited 
about is how that fellowship hall is 
going to be used. The church is host-
ing an after-school “Art Academy” 
program.  

Palmer said the church is in The 
Station North Arts and Entertain-
ment District of Baltimore and 70 per-

cent of the congregation consists of 
artists, singers and writers. They’ve 
targeted certain communities to 
invite kids to come for the program 

where they’ll be in-
volved with theater, 
stage management, 
music, dance and 
creative writing 
projects. 

The kick-off for 
the art program was 
scheduled for Sept. 
22 as of this issue 
of BaptistLIFE. The 
kids from Emmanuel 

planned to be there too, celebrating 
their newfound relationship with the 
people of Baltimore. 

Walton said it was an incredible 
two weeks. The hands-on missions 
work of laying the floor was second-
ary to the relationships they formed 
between themselves and with the 
community.

“I think it was the culmination of 
the stuff we teach in Sunday school 
and children’s worship; I was seeing 
the application lived out in front of 
me.” 

Fifth and sixth graders install floor, build 
relationships, strengthen churches
Continued from page 1

Only the most recent 
presentations are listed below. 
These and many others are 
available at bcmd.e-quip.net:

New:
• Characteristics 1 (Spanish)
• Characteristics 2 (Spanish)
• Ministry Bible 1 (Spanish)
• Ministry Bible 1 (Spanish)
• A Breath of Fresh AIRE for Your 

Media Ministry
• Taking the FUD out of Windows 

Vista
• The Ministry of Note Writing
• Praying Through Your 

Instrument
• Starting a Small Group Ministry
• Partnerships and Volunteers
• Mentoring and Senior Adults
• So, You Have Been Called
• Vocal Ensembles - Taking it to 

the Next Level

E-quip.net 
online training 
opportunities 

available today

Mandy Memmel and her three children, 
Joseph, Jordan and Jolie have gone to 
Mexico twice on mission trips.
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By Tim Durkin

This summer, 
a special group of 
volunteers, donors, 
and Baptist Family 
staff set out to help 
kids in Maryland 
and Delaware 
get ready for the 
school year. To-
gether, they man-

aged to reach nearly 1,000 children in 
struggling communities in Baltimore 
and Wilmington, Del.

As in years past, Baptist Family 
organized a group of generous “donor 
churches” from the Baltimore suburbs. 
Baptist Family asked members of 
these churches to collect notebooks, 
pens, pencils, backpacks and other 
supplies based on the typical needs of 
a student at a Baltimore or Wilming-
ton school.

Once collected, these items were 
sorted and stored in donated ware-
house space in Baltimore City.

The distribution system used this 
year was new. Seven churches and one 
partnering community group were re-
cruited to offer the supplies to people 
in their congregations and neighbor-
hoods. 

 The project targeted families in 
low-income neighborhoods, and all 
involved wanted to both supply kids 
for school and protect the dignity of 
their parents. To accomplish this, each 
distribution point was set up like a 
store, where families could “shop” for 
supplies. Unlike a regular retail ex-
perience, there was no charge for the 
supplies at the end, no checkout lines. 

Instead, families were asked 
to make a $1 donation or to give a 
canned good. The food and the funds 
were then given to a food pantry serv-
ing the neighborhood. This model let 
the families earn the supplies for their 
kids, honoring their contribution.

With the model in place, the seven 
distribution points publicized their ef-
forts throughout their neighborhoods. 
The partnering churches and com-
munity groups were spread all around 

Baltimore City.
The Pen-Lucy Action Network 

(also known as PLAN) hosted the first 
back-to-school store on August 4th. 
The Pen-Lucy neighborhood is home 
to many families 
facing signifi-
cant economic 
challenges. One 
hundred-forty-
one children 
came to the 
event and went 
home equipped 
to take on a new 
school year.  

On Aug. 11, 
Galilee Church, 
between 
Dundalk and 
Essex in Baltimore County, served 200 
children. Volunteers Andre and Hope 
Blackman reported that “it was a joy 
for us to be able to give just a little bit 
of our time in order to give these kids 
a lasting message: School is important, 
and you are important to us!”

Also on Aug. 11, Patterson Park 
Church (bordering on the Canton and 
Highlandtown neighborhoods) served 
125 kids, and Northside Church (in 
North-Central Baltimore) served 100. 
Patterson Park reported that each per-
son who attended the store was given 
a personal invitation to return to the 
church, along with a gospel message.

On Aug. 18, The Church at War-
ren Avenue at Federal Hill served a 
further 211 kids. When the church dis-
covered that their store was scheduled 
to open on the same day as a popular 
neighborhood street fair, they moved 
the supplies out onto tables at the fair 
and engaged with the community. 
Pastor Lyn O’Berry wrote that “Truly, 
God was in this. Opportunities like the 
one we experienced today can be built 
upon. Not one item was left behind. 
Not one pencil or piece of paper. All 
we brought home were the registration 
forms, our table and our canopy tent.”

On the same day, Latter Day 
Church opened its store in Wilming-
ton. Cody Whittaker, who coordinated 
the store, remarked that “Overall, we 

were able to provide back to school 
supplies for 177 children. With every 
backpack given, a Bible tract was 
given as well. Therefore 177 children 
now have the opportunity to hear the 

message of 
salvation. We 
also gave out 
several Bibles 
to those who 
wanted one. 
Praise God!”

The final 
store of the 
season was 
held at Geth-
semane Bible 
Church in 
Baltimore’s 
Govans 

neighborhood. The 150 children 
served here brought the total of kids 
served this back-to-school season to 
over 1,100.

Many churches and individual 
donors contributed the material to 
make this project such a success. 
Colonial Church, Chestnut Ridge 
Church, Redland Church, Watersedge 
Church, University Church, as well 
as the Prime Timers group of Bethel 
Church, the Fidelis Class of Long 
Green Church and the Good News 
Sunday School Class of South Colum-
bia Church donated supplies. Glen 
Burnie Church, Elkridge Church, 
Elders Church, and Grace Church 
(Sunset Beach) donated funds to buy 
extra supplies.

With the success of this model at 
back-to-school time, Baptist Family 
will repeat these distributions this 
Christmas. To volunteer, to donate 
gifts, or just to learn more about the 
project, please call Julie Rankin at 
(800) 621-8834, ext. 103. 

A good harvest of school supplies reaches nearly 1,000 children

officially launched the program with a 
banquet in March.  Ninety-two people 
attended. 

 “The Walls of Jaspar,” a singing 
group from Leonardtown Church, 
provided the music. Richard Logsdon, 
Potomac Association’s director of mis-
sions, was the guest speaker. Arthur 
Shepard, a member of Leonardtown 
Church discussed the support Leonar-
dtown would provide to the campaign. 
Calloway Church’s pastor, Dan Moore 
explained the vision that the founders 
of this church had when they estab-
lished Callaway in 1969.  

Construction may begin in 2010 if 
things go well, with a possible comple-
tion in 2012.

On Aug. 26, Southern Calvert 
Church, Lusby, called Steve Fehrman 
as their new senior pastor. Fehrman 
began his ministry at the church on 
Sunday, Oct. 7. Fehrman and his wife, 
Cindy, have two daughters.  Hannah, 
age 9, enjoys swimming and Sarah, 
who is married to Ben Talbot, live in 
Lynchburg, Vir., with their son, Mason. 
Fehman comes to Maryland from the 
pastorate of Oak Grove Church in 
Covington, Ten. Bob Simpson, BCM/D 
associate executive director completed 
his interim at the church on Sept. 30.

Prince George’s Association 

Prince George’s Association will 
have its annual meeting at Oxon Hill 

Church at 7 p.m. on Oct. 9.
Galilee Church, Suitland, has a 

gospel aerobics ministry designed to 
help people who want to lose weight 
and become more physically, mentally 
and spiritually fit. Classes are from 7-8 
p.m. on Mondays and Fridays. Senior 
aerobics are from 11-11:30 a.m. on Tues-
days. For more detailed information, 
call the church office, (301) 420-5013.

The church will host the “Spirit 
Wings of Worship Dance Ministry” 
at 7 p.m. on Oct. 19 for an evening of 
dance and praise.

Susquehanna Association
 
Conowingo Church will have a 

SongFest at 7 p.m. on Oct.6. Ken Tip-

ton will lead the music. 
Church members participate 

in “Under the Bridge Ministry” on 
the first Saturday of every month. 
Members meet at the church and 
travel to Baltimore to provide bag 
lunches and other food, as well as 
clothing and personal hygiene kits 
for the needy. The church is plan-
ning now for next year’s mission 
trips. They will minister in West 
Africa in January and to Russia in 
July. 

Towne Church, Joppa, has 
a new library with a variety of 
Christian fiction, non-fiction, refer-
ence books, as well as music and 
movies, available. 

The church has a T.E.L. (Timo-
thy, Eunice and Lois) Bible study on 
the second and fourth Tuesday of 
each month. The women usually go to 
a local restaurant for lunch after the 
study. 

Western Association

Bruce Glisson resigned as pas-
tor of First Church, Westernport. He 
now pastors at Immanuel Church, 
Salisbury. 

Graceland Church, Ridgely, W.V., 
will host the Western Association’s 
annual meeting at 7 p.m. on Oct. 9. 
Christ Walls, pastor of Welsh Memo-
rial Church, Frostburg, will be the 
guest speaker. 

Rush Church, Friendsville, had 
a homecoming service in August fol-
lowed by a covered dish dinner and 
hymn sing. 

Second Church, Cumberland, 
will host a mission fair from 7-8:30 
p.m. on Oct. 8. Church members 
throughout WBA will share about this 
year’s mission experiences. 

On Nov. 14, the church will host 
an international misisons study from 
10 a.m. to noon on Nov. 14. The focus 
will be on Moldova. The national 
WMU recently entered into a partner-
ship with Moldova. 

AssociationLIFE
Continued from page 3

Steve Fehrman is the new pastor at Southern 
Calvert Church. Pictured from left to right 
is the Fehman family:  Hannah (daughter), 
Cindy, Steve, Sarah Talbot (daughter) holding 
Mason (grandson), and Sarah’s husband, Ben 
Talbot.

Wayne Kempson and his wife, Debbie, 
were honored on Sept. 9 for the 25th 
anniversary of his call to First Church, 
Waldorf. Debbie was also honored for 
her 25 years as the church’s minister 
of music.

Prince George’s

Western

Susquehanna

By Carol Moore

Congratulations to the Belair 
Church, Bowie, Md., for being the 
first church in the Baptist Conven-
tion of Maryland/Delaware to com-
plete their Annual Church Profile. 
Gary Kohl is the pastor.

The ACP has probably arrived 
in your church by now! We encour-
age you to take a few moments to 
complete this important informa-
tion. This yearly survey helps to 
know the heartbeat, or health, of our 
Maryland/Delaware churches.

Why should we complete the 
ACP?  Here are a few good reasons:

1) For historical purposes . . 
. Count, and be counted. The ACP 
determines the official number of 
Southern Baptist members nation-
ally.

2) It will assist your church 
leadership in planning and evaluat-

ing their ministries.
3) The ACP provides long-

term statistical information, which is 
available to your church for plan-
ning and decision-making.

4) It will provide a system-
atic way for the church to chart its 
growth and ministry.

These statistics help determine 
the number of messengers your 
church may send to the BCM/D An-
nual Meeting.

When a new pastor or staff 
member comes to a church, the ACP 
gives the new staff member insight 
into the life of the church.

The ACP helps to identify “top” 
churches for special recognitions in 
significant categories, i.e. baptisms 
and cooperative program giving.

If you need assistance complet-
ing your ACP, call Carol Moore, 
(410) 290-5290 ext. 202.

It’s ACP time again



ASSOCIATE PASTOR – Hughesville 
Baptist Church is seeking applicants for a 
full-time Associate Pastor responsible for 
outreach and discipleship. A Bachelor’s 
degree/Seminary is preferred. More in-
formation is available at www.Hughesvil-
leBaptist.com. Send resumes to HBC, 8505 
Leonardtown Road, Hughesville, MD  
20637, ATTN: Chairman, Associate Pastor 
Search Committee. Phone: (301) 274-3672.

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC — (part time 
position) Colesville Baptist Church in 
Silver Spring, Md., is looking for a spiritu-
ally mature believer to lead the church’s 
music ministries. Qualities looked for 
include: ability and aptitude to plan and 
lead worship for a diverse congregation 
with a blended worship style; ability 
and aptitude to develop the potential of 
the individuals who comprise the music 
ministries at the church. Please inquire at 
(301) 384-9153.

PART-TIME MINISTER OF MUSIC—
We are looking for a part-time minister 
of music to lead the church to accomplish 
its mission through a music ministry 
that strengthens worship, leads people to 
experience worship, wins people to Christ 
and encourages evangelism and outreach. 
The position has benefits and the possibil-
ity of becoming full time. Send resumes 
to Faith Baptist Church, 2212 Jefferson 
Pike, Knoxville, MD 21758. Attention: 
Fred Barnette. Visit our website at www.
Faithsbc.org; phone: (301) 834-7755 or (301) 
834-7669.

PASTOR— Clifton Park Baptist Church 
is currently seeking a new pastor. For 
the complete job position and requested 
information, please visit our website: 
www.cpbc.net. Application packages must 
include the following: a resume (including 
references) and the Pastoral Application 
Form. Applications must be postmarked 
no than Friday, Oct. 19, 2007. Applica-
tions not postmarked by the deadline 
may or may not be considered. Applica-
tions should be mailed to: Chairperson, 
Pastoral Search Committee, Clifton Park 
Baptist Church, PO Box 774, Silver Spring, 
MD  20918.

Please include adequate contact 
information in your application package.  
Direct all inquires to the P.O. Box or by 
email to psc@cpbc.net. We request that 
you prayerfully consider submitting your 
application.

MINISTER OF MUSIC & YOUTH—
Liberty Baptist Church in Lisbon, Md., is 
prayerfully seeking an individual who 
will passionately serve as its full time 
Minister of Music & Youth. We are an 
evangelical Southern Baptist Church 
which incorporates various styles of 
music into its worship experience. We are 
a small church (120 in worship) located 
in the growing mission field of central 
Maryland. Please submit resumes to 
Liberty Baptist Church, P.O. Box 9, Lisbon, 
MD 21765, Attn: Mike Bright or Fax to 
(410) 489-4174 or e-mail to liberty.baptist@
netzero.net.

YOUTH DIRECTOR – Seven Locks Bap-
tist Church in Potomac, Md., is seeking a 
part-time youth director. The position will 
require approximately 20 hours/week, 
with some work hour flexibility. We cur-
rently have 17 youth. As we build our 
youth ministry, it is anticipated that this 
position will go to full-time. Resume to: 
Personnel Committee, Seven Locks 
Baptist Church, 11845 Seven Locks Road, 
Potomac, MD 20854-3340.

YOUTH PASTOR — Memorial Heights 
Baptist Church is in need of a youth pas-
tor. Memorial Heights is a growing church 
in a area where there is great opportunity 
to minister and reach young men and 
women for Christ. Please send resume to 
Memorial Heights Baptist Church, 1419 E 
Oldtown Road, Cumberland, Maryland 
21502, attention Pastor Chan Hubbard, or 
email to memorialheights1@earthlink.net. 
Phone (301) 724-5876.
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MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX YOUR AD 
Deadlines are the first day of the 
month for the following month’s 
issue. Classified advertising is 75 
cents per word ($1�.00 minimum) 
for BCM/D churches and church 
members; �5 cents per word 
($20.00 minimum) for non-profit 
organizations; and 95 cents per word 
($25.00 minimum) for commercial 
organizations. Word count does not 
include words with two letters or 
less. Contact us for display ad pricing. 

Acceptance of advertising does 
not constitute an endorsement of any 
advertiser’s products or services.

To Place an Ad

STAY UP TO DATE
THROUGH

WWW.YOURBCMD.ORG



Northeast
Cruise & Tour 

Enjoy Spring-time in Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island! 

Sail the Scenic St. Lawrence River to Quebec & Montreal! 

Tour Montreal, Philadelphia, New York City & Boston!  

            
          

              
            
            
           



   


         


   
  



For brochure, information and letter from Pastor Myers 
 with his phone number, call 7 days a week: 




2 Columns x 1.25 inches Call or email for more information! 
5400 Roland Ave., Baltimore, 410-864-4200 

ei@stmarys.edu    www.stmarys.edu/ei

The 
Ecumenical 
Institute of 

Theology

Faith Seeking 
Understanding… 

Understanding 
Making a 
Difference

FALL EVENTS
DUNNING LECTURE

Monday, October 22, 2007  •  7:30 p.m. 
DR. AMY-JILL LEVINE, Vanderbilt University

“Jesus and Judaism: The Connection Still Matters” 
                                                                             

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, November 3  •   8:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. 

WHAT’S GOD GOT TO DO WITH IT?
Ecumenical Institute faculty members discuss 

the relevance of theology in discourse about war, civil rights, 
youth culture, persecution, the strife in the Holy Land, 

and violence in U.S. society. 

Our academic programs include: 
M.A. in Theology      M.A. in Church Ministries      Certificates 

Certificate of Advanced Studies in Theology 
Accredited Graduate Courses for Credit or Audit 

Explorations in Theology

           seeks  “missionary”  couples  and  
singles  to join with us 

for six months  to  one  year 

Mission field:   Federal  Hill & the Inner Harbor at Baltimore

Needed:    People  willing to risk their time,  talents and treasure “growing”   
a “new church” in an old church. We need  Praise teams,  musicians,  
sound techs, computer  gurus,  teachers, etc.  Great Commandment/ Great 
Commission  believers  who believe in the power of prayer,  the power of 
God and are not afraid  of  innovative  ministry  and going “outside the box.”

CONTACT  PASTOR  LYN  O’BERRY
warrenavecares @ verizon.net

The Church on Warren Avenue 
at F ederal H ill

DON’T   MIND   PADDLING  UPSTREAM?
DO YOU  REALLY  BELIEVE  NOTHING  IS 

IMPOSSIBLE  WITH GOD?
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 Melody Knox, June Holland

Gail Noda
Ext. 218 • gnoda@bcmd.org 
• Ministry Assistant to Gayla Parker 

and Ken Jordan

Donna Shiflett
Ext. 226 • dshiflett@bcmd.org
• Ministry Assistant to 
 Eddie Scott, Ellen Udovich and 
 Freddy Parker

Misty Pearson
Ext. 222 • mpearson@bcmd.org 
• Ministry Assistant to 
 David Jackson, Rolando Castro, 

and Robert Kim

Linda Waggoner
Ext. 224 • lwaggoner@bcmd.org
• Ministry Assistant to Maina Mwaura 

and Thom Thornton

Adele Millwood
Ext. 219 • amillwood@bcmd.org
• Ministry Assistant (Contract) to 
  Randy Millwood

Doug DuBois
ddubois@skycroft.org
• Director

David Moore
• Facilities Manager

Andy Anderson
• Food Services Manager

Grace Schofield
• Guest Services Manager

   SKYCROFT CONFERENCE CENTER

Skycroft Conference and Retreat Center
9621 Frostown Road

Middletown, MD 21769
(800) 536-6759  •  www.skycroft.org

Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware
10255 Old Columbia Road
Columbia, MD 21046-1716

(410) 290-5290  •  (800) 466-5290
Monday - Friday  •  8:30am - 4:30pm

www.yourbcmd.org  •  www.bcmd.e-quip.net

David Jackson
Ext. 225 • djackson@bcmd.org
Cell: (410) 977-9867
• Team Strategist for Church 

Multiplication
Missionary for:
• Church Multiplication

Randy Millwood
Ext. 217 • rmillwood@bcmd.org
Cell: (443) 878-4587
• Team Strategist for Leadership 

Develpment and Support
Missionary for: Missional Church 

Leadership/Equip.net/Small 
Groups/Seminary Extension

Eddie Scott
Ext. 208 • escott@bcmd.org
Cell: (443) 472-7041
• Team Strategist for Church 

Services
Missionary for: Bible Teaching/
   Discipleship/General Church
   Consulting

Tom Stolle 
Ext.  207 • tstolle@bcmd.org
Cell: (443) 250-2554
• Comptroller
• Team Strategist for Resource Dev.
Missionary for: Minister’s 

Compensation/Church Treasurers/
Stewardship

Ellen Udovich
Ext. 216 • eudovich@bcmd.org
Cell: (443) 250-2555
• Team Strategist for  Acts 1:8  

Missions Involvement
Missionary for: Direct Ministries/Lay 

Mobilization/Ministry Evangelism/
   Senior Adults

Sharon Moore
• Ministry Assistant

  


