
Summer missions make the 
grade with college students
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Nearly 30 ministers of education 
embrace Baltimore churches

Last year, Bal-
timore’s New 
Christian Bible 
Church had 
four people 

enrolled in Sunday school. This 
year, there are 124 people enrolled.  
Page 6

Looking back over 20 years with 
John Faris

January 2008 be-
gins a new phase of 
John Faris’ life. It’s 
difficult for many to 
imagine the Baptist 

Convention of Maryland/Delware 
staff without Faris, but he and his 
wife, Debbie, are moving to South 
Carolina, their home state.  Page 7

Christian community and strong 
missions emphasis revolutionizes 
collegiate ministry in Salisbury
Eastern Association’s BSM is 
transforming the way they’re doing 

campus ministry. In 
addition to having 
weekly meetings and 
fellowships, they’re 
touching students in 
their day-to-day lives 

through a student housing program 
called Crossway. Page 8
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By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

SALISBURY, Md.—Up until this 
summer, Melanie Conner had been 
completely closed to the idea of going 
on any sort of mission trip. Despite 
this, she began to realize that God 
wanted her to go, and she applied for 
the summer missions program, ulti-
mately ending up helping a church in 
Cochrane, Alberta, Canada.  

There, the Salisbury University 
student served as a leader for the 
youth mission trip and at their Sum-
mer Youth Celebration, and as the 
lead teacher for a kindergarten class 
during Vacation Bible School. 

She also helped out around the 
church, which gave her a new appre-
ciation for all the behind the scenes 
work that is done.  

But the biggest change for her oc-
curred at the youth camp. 

“As I was watching God work in 
all their lives, I realized that He was 

speaking to me too,” she shared. “God 
had been telling me for a while, but I 
finally accepted the call to become a 
full-time missionary.”  

She added, “I enjoyed everything 
about my summer missions experi-
ence so much that it made it hard for 
me to leave. God gave me peace in 
knowing that I can come back some 
day, and I realized that He can contin-
ue to use me wherever I am, whether 
it is at home or at school.”

Christine Coleman and Bethany 
Kesler, from Anne Arundel Com-
munity College, served nine weeks 
together at The Church on Warren 
Ave., where they were in charge of 12 
mission teams from various places. 

“My relationship with God has 
changed in that I am definitely closer 
to Him,” Coleman said. “I prayed 
more this summer than I have ever in 
my life.... I have since relied on God 
now more than ever and put God first 
now more than I did before I left.”

Brittany Davis from the Universi-

ty of Maryland was prepared to teach 
English classes in Peru, but instead, 
received the opportunity to go to 
Houston, Texas, to work with kids.

It didn’t take long for Davis to hit 
her lowest point. She needed people 
to pray.

“The kids live in impoverished 
Mexican homes; most of them are 
not church-goers nor can they read,” 
she said. “I cannot explain how it 
happened, but God empowered me 
to teach the kids in a way that they 
understood. I used teaching aids from 
the center and spoke Spanish to get 
the kids to understand.”

And then she shared the defin-
ing reality of her summer experience. 
“God does not call the equipped, he 
equips the called,” she said. “Those 
two sentences sum up my whole 
testimony.”

She added, “In the beginning of 
the summer, I was afraid of kids club 

A small church in a Maryland 
ghost town adds new building

By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Church Correspondent

MARION, Md.—Joe Barnes 
remembers as a younger man driving 
past a field with a sign that said “fu-
ture home of Marion Baptist Church.” 
Years later, after he was saved, he 
drove by that field again. The sign was 
still there and the weeds had over-
taken the area. He knew God wanted 
him to minister there. He approached 
the church and was called as pas-
tor. Marion was $15,000 in debt, but 

they needed to make a move. Barnes 
challenged the congregation saying 
they have to do one of three things, fix 
the building they’re in, sell and move 
someplace else or build their own 
building. That group of 30 voted 29-1 
to build. They sold the old parsonage, 
began giving more and God blessed. 
Within a year they had $100,000 to 
begin building. 

Now, Barnes is leading the church 
in obeying God’s call to add an ad-
dition onto the church. That’s with 
a congregation of about 70, mostly 

middle aged and older, and a building 
that’s only seven years old. The addi-
tion may seem unnecessary to some. 

In fact, Marion Station is an of-
ficial ghost town, one of seven in 
Maryland, and the only one on the 
Eastern shore according to ghost-
towns.com. The town used to be the 
strawberry capital of the world and a 
train station was built in the town to 
transport the berries. But in the 1950’s 
the strawberry industry died and the 

continued on page 10

Brittany Davis from the University of Maryland was prepared to teach English classes in Peru, but instead, received the 
opportunity to go to Houston, Texas, to work with kids. There, she learned the valuable lesson: “God does not call the 
equipped, he equips the called.”

BCM/D 
Annual Meeting

Nov. 12-13, 2007
Clarion Hotel

Ocean City, Md.
Go to: 

www.yourbcmd.org 
for schedule and 

more information.

Special Annual Meeting Issue
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Charles Plumb 
was a U.S. 
Navy jet pilot 

in Vietnam. After 
75 combat missions, 
his plane was shot 
down by a sur-
face-to-air missile. 
Plumb ejected and 
parachuted into 
enemy territory. He 
was captured and 
spent six years in 
a North Vietnam-

ese prison. He survived the ordeal 
and now lectures on the lessons he 
learned from that harrowing experi-
ence.

But that’s not the end of the story. 
One day, while Plumb and his wife 

were eating at a restaurant, a man 
approached them and said, “You’re 
Plumb! You flew jet fighters in Viet-
nam from the aircraft carrier Kitty 
Hawk. You were shot down.”

 “How in the world did you know 
that?” asked Plumb. “I packed your 
parachute,” the man replied. Plumb 
gasped in surprise and gratitude. 
The man then shook Plumb’s hand 
and said, “I guess it worked!” “It sure 
did.” Plumb said, “If that chute hadn’t 
worked, I wouldn’t be here today.”

Later that night Plumb couldn’t 
sleep thinking about the encounter. 
He kept wondering what that man 
had looked like in a Navy uniform: 
a white hat and bell-bottom trousers. 
Plumb wondered how many times 
he might have seen him on the ship 

and not even said, “Good morning, 
how are you?” Fighter pilots did not 
typically socialize with sailors. Plumb 
thought of the many hours the sailor 
had spent at a long wooden table 
in the bowels of the ship carefully 
weaving the shrouds and folding the 
silks of each parachute, holding in his 
hands each time the fate of someone 
he didn’t know.

Who’s packing your parachute? 
Everyone has people in their lives 
that provide what’s needed to make it 
through a day. Sometimes it’s a physi-
cal parachute. Sometimes it’s mental 
or emotional. Sometimes it’s spiritual.

Often in the midst of life’s 
daily rat race, we fail to say hello, 
or thanks, or congratulations. We 
miss so many opportunities to give a 
compliment or to do something nice 

for no reason. We so seldom make 
the time to thank those around us 
who have helped pack our parachutes 
along the way.

Even in our technologically 
immersed culture, we wonder why 
friends keep forwarding email jokes 
to us, or cartoons, or beautiful pho-
tographs or helpful tips. Often seen 
as annoyances, these are the ways 
that people who love us continue to 
“pack our parachute” by just keeping 
in touch. They want us to know that 
we are still remembered, loved and 
appreciated. For some, there’s always 
that hand-written note that means so 
much.

Who’s packing your parachute?  
Better yet, whose parachute are you 
packing? 

Every Novem-
ber there 
comes a 

nagging question 
that demands 
a good answer. 
Every November 
churches elect and 
send messengers 
to our annual state 
convention meeting.

We fellow-
ship. We pray. We 

worship together. We conduct some 
business. We network. We get new 
material and new ideas. Here is the 
question. Why do we still do this? 
Why is a state convention important? 
Is it worth the time, energy, and 
resources we invest in it?

We do it because we need each 
other. There is synergy in churches 
working together centered on a 
common mission. We can do so 
much more together than we can do 
individually.

Our mission together is tied 
directly to the Great Commission. 
Together we can have a much greater 
disciple-making impact on Mary-
land/Delaware and the world in the 
name of Jesus Christ.

Then there is the need. There are 
so many hurting people around us 
who need so desperately the hope 
that we have found in Jesus. To think 
of one church trying to meet those 
needs could be overwhelming. But 
as we join together, pray together, 

give together, go together, we can 
begin to sense that we can make a 
difference.

It is my firm conviction that 
there would be fewer churches with 
less strength with more limited 
results if we did not do it together. 

Why do we do it? We have to do 
it. We have to do it together.

Thank you your partnership 
in missions, Maryland/Delaware 
Baptists. 

Our God is 
an awesome 
God! You 

believe that, don’t 
you? The challenge 
for many of us is 
that what we believe 
sometimes has very 
little effect on how 
we live. The chil-
dren of Israel faced 
the same issue.

Babylonian 
captivity was now 
a distant memory. 

The Temple was restored, worship 
was renewed, and the wall around the 
Jerusalem was rebuilt. Life was getting 
back to normal for God’s beloved chil-
dren. But all was not well in Jerusalem 

and Malachi voiced God’s concern to 
the people.

God had Malachi remind them 
that He was a great an awesome God 
seven times in the first chapter. The 
Israelites were dishonoring God by 
bringing blind, crippled and blem-
ished sacrifices before the Lord. They 
held back their best and offered their 
lame sacrifices before the Lord. God 
reminded them that He was a great 
King in the closing verse of chapter 
one.

Our God is an excellent God. He 
deserves, desires, and demands our 
very best. As followers of Jesus Christ 
we have the opportunity to serve the 
King of kings with excellence. But do 
we? Do we bring our best or our blem-
ished offerings before our Great God?

We have developed convincing 
excuses why we offer less than our 
best.  Somehow or another we have 
convinced ourselves that “something” 
is better than “nothing” when it comes 
to God. So we preach without prepara-
tion, teach without study, and serve 
without passion. We have become 
comfortable with our lame offerings, 
but has God? God suggested that they 
shut the temple doors and no longer 
burn useless fires. 

Tiger Woods, the world’s top 
ranked golfer, speaks of his “A-Game.”  
Sometimes he has it.  Sometimes he 
doesn’t. Sound familiar? We can all 
identify with that when it comes to 
our commitment to the Lord. I cannot 
imagine Tiger stepping to the first tee 
with an indifferent attitude. He strives 

to bring his very best every time.
The Israelites went through the 

motions of sacrifice. They continued 
doing what God had called them to 
do. The problem was in how they ac-
complished the task. Their service was 
not fit the King. It wasn’t their best.  
Doesn’t our excellent God deserve 
an excellent response from His own 
children?

What is God calling our state con-
vention to accomplish for His glory?  
Shouldn’t He expect and receive our 
very best effort? The same question 
can be asked of each of our churches.  
What does He want to do through the 
efforts of over five hundred churches?  
Are we offering our very best to Him?
He is an excellent God. He deserves 
nothing less than our very best. 
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E-quip.net online training opportunities
The presentations listed below are 

available at bcmd.e-quip.net.

New:

• Scattering Stones - Sharing Christ 
Through Small Group Servant 
Evangelism

• Scrubbing Up...Diagnosing your 
Church Health 1 & 2

• Foundations - Basic Fundamentals 
for Small Group Success

• Blues Brothers, Beatles and Beyond 
- Missional Church

• Scrubbing Up-Diagnosing Your 
Church Health

Current:

• A Breath of Fresh AIRE for Your 
Media Ministry

• Building a Single Adult Ministry
• Burn Out and Stress in Ministry I
• Burn Out and Stress in Ministry II
• Character
• Characteristics 1 & 2 (Spanish)
• Cross Evangelism I
• Cross Evangelism II
• Dealing with Disappointment
• Developing and Training Leaders 

for Single Adult Ministry
• Empowering Kingdom Growth I
• Empowering Kingdom Growth II
• Evangelism with Passion

• Holistic Character Ethics
• I Want What She’s Having
• Important Issues in Single Adult 

Ministry
• Kingdom Matrix
• Leaders Change Culture
• Leaders who Multiply Leaders
• Making Videos for e-quip.net
• Mentoring and Senior Adults
• Ministry Bible 1 & 2 (Spanish)
• MSC Support School Biblical 

Principles
• MSC Support School Introduction
• MSC Support School New 

Testament Example
• Multiplication

• Partnerships and Volunteers
• Polishing Your Powerpoint 

Presentation
• Praying Through Your Instrument
• Reconnecting Church with Today’s 

Culture
• So, You Have Been Called…
• Starting a Ministry with Single 

Adults
• Starting a Small Group Ministry
• Taking the FUD out of Windows 

Vista
• Teaching Children to Pray
• The Case for Small Groups
• The Ministry of Note Writin
• Vocal Ensembles - Taking it to the 

Next Level
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Arundel Association

College Parkway Church, Ar-
nold, started a GROW (God Rewards 
Our Work) ministry this year. So far, 
three families started attending the 
church since receiving GROW letters. 

“We don’t know where it will lead. 
But there are people out there just 
waiting for someone to care,” Pastor 
David Lohff said.

Eight-year-old Katie Lohff has 
been busy telling friends about Jesus. 
Katie felt God wanted her to be bold 
in sharing her faith after having an 
especially inspiring VBS over the sum-
mer. The church’s mission emphasis 
was making care-packs for Russian 
orphans based on the Samaritan’s 
Purse model of shoe-box ministry. 
Katie collected money door-to-door, 
had a toy-drive at her community pool 
and stayed after VBS to organize and 
package the items donated by other 
children. Church member Denise Rat-
cliffe and her mother, Jean Whitehurst, 
gave two days of their time in August 
to finish packing the shoe boxes and 
prepare them for overseas shipping. 

 
Baltimore Association

The Church on Warren Avenue 
will have a ladies’ Christmas brunch 
and workshop on Nov. 10. The ladies 
will begin the morning with coffee 
and fruit breads then rotate through 
workshops that include Christmas 
fabric fun, special Christmas crafts 
and gifts from the kitchen. For more 
information, email the church office at 
warrenavecares@verizon.net. 

Reisterstown Church has a “Kid’s 
For Christ” program for children ages 
5 to 15 every Wednesday. The kids 
enjoy Bible stories, crafts and games. 

Temple Church had an instal-
lation service for their new pastor, 
John Douglass Dixson. Former pastor 
Charles Casey offered the opening 
prayer and interim pastors Elwood 
Ulmer, Mitch Dowell and Freddy 
Parker were on hand to extend well 
wishes. Interims not present were 
Jimmy Jackson and Melvin Pride who 
sent remarks that were read during 
the service. 

Bob Mackey, Baltimore Associa-
tion’s director of missions, gave the 
charge to the congregation. David Lee, 
BCM/D executive director, charged 
Dixson to do three things: lead the 
sheep, love the brethren and lead by 
example. According to Lee, the great-
est thing a believer can say is, “Pastor, 
I saw Jesus in you today!”

Blue Ridge Association

South End Church, Frederick, 
has monthly blood pressure screen-
ings. The church has an active MOPs 
group (Mothers of Preschoolers). 

Twenty-five women regularly 
attend. They meet the second Wednes-
day morning and fourth Thursday 
evening each month. 

Delaware Association

Hockessin Church now has two 
services each Sunday, one at 9 and 
another at 10:30 a.m. Different Sunday 
school classes will be held during each 
service.

Bethany Church, Wilmington, 
members will go to the Living Waters 
Theater in Lancaster to see “The Voices 
of Christmas” on January 4. 

Eastern Association
 
Lynnhaven Church, Pocomoke 

City, had a fall festival last month. 
The event is always one of the biggest 
outreaches for the church each year 

featuring classic cars and motorcycles, 
hayrides, games and an old-fashioned 
pig roast. 

Local churches will gather at 
Lynnhaven for a Thanksgiving service 
at 6 p.m. on Nov. 18. 

Lynnhaven has a new stocked 
disaster relief trailer thanks to a gener-
ous donation of the trailer and a $4,000 

BCM/D strengthening church grant. 
The church has been doing relief 
work for years but they had to borrow 
trucks and trailers. Now the teams 
can use their own supplies to help 
with chainsaw work, mud-outs and 
rebuilding. They used their new trailer 
for the first time during an Eastern As-
sociation summer trip to New Orleans 
to help Katrina victims.

Mid-Maryland Association

Covenant Church, Ellicott City, 
will celebrate its 25th anniversary on 
Nov. 17 and 18.  

CrossLife Community Church, 
Elkridge, had a neighborhood car-
nival in September with all of the 
proceeds benefiting the Elkridge 
food pantry. School administrators 
from Elkridge Elementary, Rockburn 
Elementary and Howard High School 
promoted the event at the schools and 
volunteered to be dunked in the dunk-
ing booth. 

One thousand people came to the 
“Summer Jam” party. Over 25 orga-
nizations, businesses and individuals 
partnered with the church. raised 
$5,356.81 in donations and provided a 
truckload of food to the food pantry.

Westminster Church ordained 
Greg Miller as associate pastor. Miller 
will minister part-time. He feels his 
full-time position as chief operating 
officer for Penn-Mar is an outreach of 
his ministry. Penn-Mar works with 
adults and children with disabilities. 

Todd Butler resigned from the 
church as minister of music to attend 
Southwestern Theological Seminary.

Montgomery Association
 
Harmony Hills Community 

Church, the English speaking minis-
try of Global Mission Church, Silver 

Spring, called Joonsoo Park as its new 
associate pastor. 

Park is a graduate of Southwestern 
Theological Seminary. He served New 
Song Church/Global Harvest Church 
for three years. 

Redland Church, Rockville, is 
planning a church reunion cruise for 
February.   

Potomac Association

Bayside Church, Chesapeake 
Beach, had a special outreach event on 
the “boardwalk” in North Beach. The 
church baptized three people in Sep-
tember in conjunction with a church 
picnic. 

First Church, LaPlata and Mary-
land Point Church, Nanjemoy, host 
“The Cup Coffeehouse.” Upcoming 
bands include Ignite on Nov. 1 and 
Kim Liberto on Dec. 21. 

First Church, Waldorf, had a 
special dinner celebration honoring 
Wayne Kempson’s 25th anniversary as 
pastor of the church. 

Hughesville Church will host this 
year’s Potomac Association’s missions 
banquet at 7 p.m. on Nov. 2. Churches 
in will bring displays, pictures and 
other information to share how God 
blessed their mission trips. 

Church member William Browne 
is the 35th drum major of “The Pres-
ident’s Own” United States Marine 
band. Browne joined the band in Janu-
ary 2001 as an assistant drum major, 
was appointed the supply chief in 2004 
and became the band’s drum major 
this past August. 

Kingdom Church took a bus trip 
to Canton, Ohio, in September to the 
NFL Hall of Fame as a preteen minis-
try event. 

Youth from Lexington Park 
Church went to the Awakening 
Music Festival in Centreville, Va., in 
September.

Church members at Nanjemoy 
Church, Waldorf, called Brian Corrick 
as their new pastor effective Sept. 9. 
Brian is Keith Corrick’s son. The elder 
Corrick is the pastor of Hughesville 
Church. Nanjemoy Church started the 
Hughesville Church as a mission in 
1970, so a father-son team is pastoring 
a mother-daughter church. 

Potomac Heights Church, Indi-
anhead, has an ongoing ministry to 
Bolivia. Teams have been traveling 
to the country three times a year for 
the past three years. As a result of the 
partnership with Bolivia, Potomac 
Heights has helped start 20 new 
churches with a total of 1,200 people 
attending each week. This summer 
eleven members worked with 20 oth-
ers from other churches in the United 
States planting five new churches. Six-
hundred seventy-five people accepted 
Christ. 

Another mission trip to Bolivia is 
planned for this month.

The Potter’s Place, St. Leonard, 
had its third annual block party 
outreach in September featuring 
Christian bands, free hot dogs, chips 
and sodas, games and door prizes. The 
event is designed to meet and minister 
to the community of St. Leonard. 

Prince George’s Association
 
First Church of Capitol Heights 

had a community health fair day in 
September. 

Galilee Church, Suitland, cel-
ebrated its 53rd church anniversary on 
Sept. 9. 

Greenbelt Church had a blood 
drive last month.

Oxon Hill Church had a special 
Filipino Sunday on Sept. 16. Pastor 
Ramon Jugo brought the message. 
A group of Filipino teachers led the 
congregational singing and provided 
special music. Attendance was about 
double and included many visitors. 

West Hyattsville had their second 
annual Heritage day in September. 

  
Susquehanna Association
 
Calvary Church, Bel Air, had a 

women’s tea “Hearing the Voice of 
God” in September. 

Church members had a celebra-
tion dinner to honor senior pastor Al-
len Carter for his 20 years of ministry 
with the church. 

Oak Grove Church, Bel Air, had 
its 75th anniversary celebration on 
Oct. 14. 

  
Western Association

LaVale Church called Jim Jeffries 
as pastor. Jeffries was a member of 
Welsh Church, Frostburg, when he felt 
God’s call to the ministry in 2004 and 
has been taking seminary classes. 

Obituary
 
Diane Phipps died on Sept. 16 at 

St. Mary’s Health Care in Knoxville, 
Tenn. Phipps served as a ministry as-
sistant for BCM/D from 1998 to 2001. 
She also served in many capacities as 
a pastor’s wife, married to Richard 
Phipps. 

Phipps was preceded in death 
by her father, Hollis C. Roberts. She 
is survived by her husband, Richard 
Phipps; her daughter, Lorrin Leon-
ard of Jacksonville, Fla.; her sons, 
Jason Phipps of Philadelphia, Pa., and 
Jonathan Phipps of Athens, Ga. She is 
also survived by her mother, Winnie 
Roberts of Cookesville, her brother, 
Glen Roberts and her granddaughter, 
Alexandria Phipps of Orlando. 

James Carter, who served Balti-
more SBC churches for decades, died 
on Sept. 22. Carter is preceded in 
death by his wife Marion. He is sur-
vived by his son, James Carter, Jr. and 
his daughters, Dana Carlton, Mary 
Beth Detweiler and Ruth Snively. He is 
also survived by his sister, Laura Mad-
dox and fifteen children and fifteen 
grandchildren. 
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Baltimore Association 
Baltimore Association’s primary focus has been gearing up for the imple-

mentation of Embrace Baltimore, a massive partnership of national, state 
and local churches, Baptist agencies and other evangelicals with the singular 
goal of reaching Metro-Baltimore for Christ. This year has been the strategy 
development phase, setting up systems and staffing. In January, the move 
truly begins. 

Bob Mackey, Baltimore’s director of missions and the Embrace Baltimore 
executive director, said there are six focus areas: prayer, church planting, 
evangelism, leadership development, community impact and volunteer mobi-
lization. 

Goals for each of those specified areas include recruiting 50,000 prayer 
partners, starting 38 new churches by the end of 2009, assisting churches in 
150 outreach events, helping 20 churches develop evangelism strategy to im-
pact their community, assisting 31 pastors in a coaching/mentoring process 
and mobilizing 10,000 volunteers. 

“The long term goal is for us to be a catalyst, moving the region towards 
transformation,” Mackey said. 

Mackey has been in Baltimore just nine months. He formerly served as 
the executive director of Cleveland Hope, the strategic focus effort in Cleve-
land. He and his wife Jennifer live in Rosedale, Md. They have three grown 
children, Matt, a Liberty University graduate now living in Orlando; Jona-
thon married to Charissa and attending Hannibal LaGrange College in Mis-
souri, while serving as youth and worship leader at Southside Church; and 
Alicia, a freshman at Union University in Jackson, Tenn. 

“I can’t imagine what the Lord is really going to accomplish when South-
ern Baptists and the evangelical body of Christ work together to reach the 
community,” he said. 

Mackey said this is a tremendous opportunity for churches to partner 
with the Baltimore Association and other churches to truly embrace the 
people of Metro-Baltimore, and show them Christ’s love. For those desiring 
more information or to partner with Embrace Baltimore, call Mackey at (410) 
882-0000 or access the website, www.embracebaltimore.com. 

Prince George’s



by Ron Yost

I left Cumberland, Md., in early 
1983, shaking the dust from my 
feet and never looking back – that 

is until God drew me to the place 
to which I said I’d never return. As 
a teen and early 20 something, I 
watched all the major factories and 
other significant sources of income 
dry up or move away. I longed for 
greener pastures, bigger paychecks 
and a more exotic opportunity, 
something unavailable in this back-
woods land where the PAVErs (People 
Against Virtually Everything) reveled 
in their small mindedness.

Looking for the BBD (Bigger Bet-
ter Deal), I turned my back on God, 
experienced worldly success, con-
tinued to become a full blown drug 
addict and alcoholic, got married 
and then very nearly divorced, and 
then finally surrendered again to the 
draw of God’s Holy Spirit 1991. As I 
realized what a mighty God I really 
served, I ultimately pursued an edu-
cation, surrendered to full time min-
istry and focused on church planting 
in Missouri and New Mexico.

In late spring 2002, my computer 
“randomly” took me to the BCM/D 
web page. I contacted BCM/D, was 
assessed and invited to come as a 
catalytic church planter in western 
Maryland. During the start up of the 

ministry of Cumberland Commu-
nity Church (CCC), I preached at the 
Bedford Road Church. Bedford Road 
(1958-2003) was the last church plant 
in Western Association in nearly 50 
years, and the church 
where I accepted Christ 
in 1971. Once a church of 
200(+), it suffered a hard 
history, had 15 left, and 
was ineffective (dead) in 
its community. 

They invited me to be 
their pastor, and I invited 
them to close their doors. 
They prayed, agreed and 
voted.  Plans and negotia-
tions included remodeling 
and reopening later with a 
contemporary format. We 
moved forward with the 
vision of CCC, meeting for preview 
services in the bingo parlor at a local 
VFD. During this pre-launch process 
we also added a worship leader and 
grew from 15 to 30. Our grand open-
ing services at the current church 
location took place on Nov. 15 and 
Nov. 16, 2003 with 189 attendees and 
we baptized seven. Average weekly 
attendance jumped to 40. 

Since then the church has grown 
to an average weekly attendance of 
150-180, with 250 different people 
participating regularly on a monthly 
basis, and a membership of 61. New 

people joined us for worship, and a 
high attendance benchmark of 218 
necessitated the start of a second wor-
ship service Easter 2007. Small group 
Bible studies, financial planning 

classes and even cooking 
classes are a key part of our 
growth and stability. Seven-
ty percent of the people who 
come and have their lives 
changed at CCC are previ-
ously unchurched when we 
meet them. 

God’s provision allows 
us to reach some families by 
offering rent free space to 
“Smiling Faces Day Care,” a 
separate Christian based or-
ganization. We also cooper-
ate monthly with the West-
ern Maryland Food Bank 

providing food to needy families in 
our community, and have a clothing/
food pantry that is open to anyone for 
any need. 

One of our strongest areas of out-
reach is to the men of our community 
– especially those who enjoy hunting 
and fishing. In the three years it has 
existed, our annual Men’s Outdoor 
Weekend and Wild Game Supper has 
registered a total attendance of 270. 
Other ways we have been involved 
in our community, include service 
projects and joint worship services 
with two local African American 

congregations.
We receive broad exposure in 

the tri-state area as we seek to glo-
rify God. Biweekly talks and weekly 
commercials on local radio lead many 
folks call us for prayer, for help, and 
for information. We work the Western 
Association Baby Comfort Station at 
our county fair and share the gospel 
with all who will listen. Personal 
invitation, TV, radio and newspaper 
ads, referrals from people who know 
of our church but do not attend, and 
from a local marriage counselor, and 
the local substance abuse entities, 
along with our website bring folks in.

We desire to reproduce ourselves 
here in the tri-state area. God’s King-
dom can be perpetuated beyond what 
we can do as an individual body of 
believers as we pray about and plan 
new ministries here.  Without the 
BCM/D, CCC would not be in exis-
tence. The financial support provided 
during the first year and a half of 
my time here, enabled us to focus 
on and lay the foundation of what 
has become this ministry. God has 
never failed to be faithful since the 
very first day he gave me the task of 
returning to the place where I said I’d 
never live again. 

Ron Yost is the founding pastor 
of Cumberland Community Church, 

Cumberland, MD. He can be reached at 
(301) 724-1835 or ccc2@atlanticbb.net.

You want me to start a church plant where?
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Gayla Parker
WMU Executive 

Director; 
Missionary for 

Missions Education 
and Customization

I thank God every 
time I remember 
you. In all my 

prayers for all of 
you, I always pray 
with joy because of 
your partnership 
in the gospel from 
the first day until 
now.” Philippians 
1:3-5

Thanksgiving is 
just around the cor-
ner. For the cooks 
in the house, we are 

thinking about the menu for Thanks-
giving Day. What size turkey should 
I buy? Will we have sweet potatoes, 
mashed potatoes or both? How many 
pecan pies will I need? How much 
whipped cream will I need for the 
pumpkin pies? You get the picture. 
The men in my house are not nearly 
as concerned with my menu as they 
are with who will be playing whom in 
football! And, most importantly, who 
will have the remote control in hand?

This year I will also be thinking 
about a missionary family serving in 
South Asia who lost their 26-year-old 

son in a car accident this past Sep-
tember. Of course they will be in my 
prayers as they celebrate the holidays 
without their beloved son. But I will 
also remember how thankful I am for 
my Southern Baptist family.  

As the word spread about Kris’s 
accident, missionaries and mission-
ary kids from all over the world and 
America began calling. By the time we 
arrived in Kansas City for the ser-
vices, missionary kids from California 
to New York, Texas to Illinois had 
already arrived. Many of the mission-
aries on stateside assignment were 
already there. And the church family 
was taking care of every detail from 
feeding this large group of people 
to taking care of Kris’s parents and 
sister; God’s family, Southern Baptist 
style, coming together.

During those two days together 
we heard stories from the military 
men who served alongside Kris in 
Iraq. We heard stories from fellow 
Wal-Mart employees. We heard from 
Kris’s college classmates. (Kris would 
have graduated this December.) We 
heard from his fiancé who was driv-
ing the car when the accident hap-

pened. (The engagement would have 
been official in December.) We heard 
from his best friend, the one who had 
just been married. (Kris was on his 
way home from that wedding when 
he was killed.) And we heard from 
the mission family. Each of us had our 
own story about Kris.

As I watched so many come to-
gether, I was reminded of how South-
ern Baptists come together everyday 
and our story. We come together in 
times of crisis, to celebrate, to worship, 
to pray and to fellowship.

But there is one way we come 
together that is often forgotten. We 
come together through cooperative 
giving. That is a large part of our 
story. Our forefathers saw a need. 
They knew small churches would not 
be able to meet the need, so they de-
cided to pray and ask God for a better 
plan. Knowing we could do together 
so much more than we could do apart, 
they began dreaming about a plan 
that would bring us together; a plan 
that would join friends and strang-
ers working together for a common 
goal. They dreamed about joining the 
resources of Southern Baptist to create 

something large enough to take care 
of the many worldwide needs. They 
were big dreams. But my guess is, 
they had no idea how big the dream 
would become.

Because Southern Baptists pool 
resources, we are able to send over 
10,000 missionaries around the world. 
By coming together we support state, 
North American, and international 
missionaries every single day. Be-
cause we come together the message 
of Christ is being taken next door to 
around the world.  Because we come 
together people are meeting Christ. 
Because we come together we are the 
third largest disaster relief agency in 
the world! Because we come together, 
needs are being met.

This Thanksgiving, I will be 
thankful for each of you who are a 
part of the Southern Baptist family in 
Maryland/Delaware. Like Paul, I will 
pray for you with joy because of our 
partnership. Without you, missions 
would not be possible. Without you, 
the job could not be done. I am thank-
ful you are my partners as fellow 
believers and as Southern Baptist. You 
are indeed a blessing!  

I’m so thankful to be part of the Southern Baptist family

Dear Counselor:
As a pastor, my husband 

overbooks himself with conferences 
and meetings. I have told him that 
“no” is not a dirty word. How can I 
get him to manage his time better?

               —Minister’s Spouse

(This question is the last in a series of 
questions first posed at the Minister’s 
Wives Retreat on the theme of 
“Minimizing Emotional Exhaustion 
in the Minister’s Family.”)

Dear Spouse:

For some pastors, the scheduling 
problems truly are time management 

problems. Time management can be 
taught to those who let events pile up 
and who do not know how to wisely 
use blocks of open time. A good 
day planner and a little help from a 
mentor can result in positive change.

However, your question seems to 
imply more than a time management 
problem. I would first want to know 
if the problem is seasonal, or if it is 
consistent most of the time. There 
are seasons in the life of a minister 
that will be extremely busy and it 
just comes with the territory (e.g., 
Christmas and Easter, or the summer 
for a youth pastor). There is a rhythm 
to ministry and the wise couple 
prepares for a coming crescendo.

If there is crescendo all the time, 
you might be right in thinking that 
the pastor has a hard time saying 
“no.” Rather than trying to make him 
manage his time better (which never 
works), I would first suggest a listener 
role that attempts without pressure to 
understand the drive behind the need 
to over-schedule. There can certainly 
be a passionate desire to serve God, 
but even Jesus often said “no” or “not 
now.” If you listen deeply enough, you 
may find a pressure that is tied to a 
life-long desire to please, the inability 
to be silent and still with God, or a 
lack of comfort with emotionally close 
family relationships. When it is time 
to switch the listener role, you may 

want to explore your own deeper 
feelings in case the over-scheduling is 
touching your own fears in some way.

You might also want a discussion 
of family values. If the family is 
truly part of a minister’s core values, 
then there will be sacred family 
times that are regularly blocked off 
on the calendar. These times would 
be changed only in the context 
of a family discussion in which 
alternative sacred space is created. 

Questions may be e-mailed to 
trodgerson@bcmd.org with the subject 
line indicating, “Dear Counselor;” or 

mailed to Dr. Tom Rodgerson, 8203 
Harford Road, Parkville, MD 21234. 

“Dear Counselor” with CentrePointe Counseling, Inc.

“How can we manage our time better?”

Ron Yost, pastor of 
Cumberland Com-
munity Church and 
his wife, Terri.
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By Fred and Pat Mueller
Special Assignment for 

BaptistLIFE

[Part 2 of BCM/D History Series]

Most people in the Southern 
Baptist Convention have 
such a sketchy understand-

ing of its history that they believe 
the Convention started somewhere 
in the Deep South and has been 
inching its way northward and west-
ward for the last two centuries. Here 
is a bit of BCM/D history, which will 
help you understand our part in the 
role of American history, Maryland 
Baptist history and the history of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

Baltimore Baptists mark their 
beginnings in the city with the 
founding of First Baptist Church in 
1773. In preparing to celebrate 200 
years of Baptist presence in Balti-
more, Rosalind Robinson Levering 
wrote a book commemorating the 
200th Anniversary of that historic 
occasion. Her book was titled, Bal-
timore Baptist, 1773 – 1973: A History 
of Baptist in Baltimore During 200 
Years. Levering’s book sheds light on 
the early struggles and successes of 
Baptists in Baltimore and the people 
who were the Baptists and provides 
an understanding of the role of 
Maryland Baptists in the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

For example, the Shot Tower, an 
historic site in downtown Baltimore 
has a bronze plaque on it placed by 
the WMU of Maryland. It desig-
nates this site as the first location of 
the First Baptist Church, founded 
within the city in 1773. This church 
predated the SBC by 72 years. What 
is interesting is that First Baptist 
Church in Baltimore was not the 
first Baptist church in Maryland. 
That distinction belongs to Chestnut 
Hills Baptist Church founded in 
Baltimore County in 1742, predating 
First Baptist in Baltimore by 31 years, 
the Revolutionary War by nearly 34 
years, the formation of the Maryland 
Baptist Union Association by 94 
years, the SBC by 103 years and the 
Civil War by 120 years.

A curious question for which 
there seems to be no clear answer is 
why Maryland Baptists didn’t flour-
ish in Maryland in those early days. 
After all, Baptists from Europe first 
came to New England. From there, 
they moved South through Mary-
land into Virginia and the Carolinas 
where they received much greater 
acceptance than in Maryland. It ap-
pears that it was not until the early 
1840s, about a hundred years after 
the founding of the first Baptist 
church in Maryland, that Levering 
noted the following: 

“But in the decade of 1835 – 1845 
new winds of the Spirit began to 
blow. Maryland Baptists remem-
bered the commission of Christ 
to reach out to others. They were 
less critical of one another looking 
to themselves as the Apostle Paul 

enjoined, lest they should also be 
tempted. In short, they were prac-
ticing Christlikeness. They were 
beginning to be the proof of the 
scriptures. As was said by William 
Wilson, ‘they were coming to be 
an argument for the religion of the 
Bible.’”

The formation of the Maryland 
Baptist Union Association in 1836 
provided the foundation of accom-
modation and cooperation which 
was needed for Maryland Baptists 
to focus on, “… the commission of 
Christ to reach out to others.” When 
the Southern Baptist Convention was 
formed in 1845, Maryland Baptists 
were there as one of its founding 
members. It is the sixth oldest state 
convention in the SBC, a distinc-
tion it shares with South Carolina. 
Contrary to some perceptions, this 
writer did not personally attend that 
first meeting of the SBC in 1845 so 
details are lacking on that gathering, 
except to say that the foundation of 
who we are as Southern Baptists to-
day, 162 years later, was laid in 1845.

Reflecting upon all of the his-
torical information in this writing, a 
most revealing and interesting per-
ception of how the Holy Spirit has 
been at work with Southern Baptists 
in general and in Maryland Baptists 
in particular emerges. The growth of 
Southern Baptists has been remark-
able. 

As a native Baltimorean and 
Marylander, I am proud of what 
we have accomplished. Though we 
are among the smallest of the State 
Conventions in the SBC, our land-
mark contributions to the maturing 
of the SBC over the past 50 years 
into becoming not merely a national 
denomination, but also the largest 
evangelical denomination, is some-
thing which all Maryland/Delaware 
Baptists should recognize. It was 
through the combined efforts of the 
Baptist Convention of Maryland and 
the SBC that took us north to Canada 
and east to the Atlantic in New Eng-
land. It was the Holy Spirit working 
in the lives of God’s people in 1742 
establishing Chestnut Hills Baptist 
Church.

Most remarkable of all is simply 
this. It was the Baptists from New 
England moving South through 
Maryland who, following the Holy 
Spirit’s leadership, planted the first 
Baptist church in the Maryland 
Colony. In the mid 1950’s Maryland 
Baptists began taking responsibility 
for expanding Southern Baptist work 
into the Northeast. In doing so, they 
were recognizing and beginning to 
repay a debt to New England Bap-
tists that was incurred in 1742. This 
note of gratitude was more than 210 
years past due. 

We have some more interesting 
things to share with you the next 
time. 

Fred and Pat Mueller are Mission 
Service Corps Missionaries (MSC’ers) 

for the NAMB. They are members of 
South Columbia Church.

First Person: Maryland hasn’t 
moved

Summer missions make the 
grade with college students

because I really did not like kids. By 
the middle of the summer, kids club 
became my favorite part. I love those 
kids!”

Erin Toole, a student at the Uni-
versity in Delaware, actually made 
it to Peru, where she also was able to 
employ her Spanish-speaking skills. 

“The biggest lesson I learned was 
to not be so fearful of sharing Jesus 
with the world,” 
Toole shared. 
“No matter who 
you are—a part 
of you is willing 
to listen to what 
Jesus has done 
in someone’s 
life. And I was 
terrified to just 
bring up Christ, 
but I found that 
everyone I talked 
to (whether they 
ended up liking 
me or not) was at 
least willing to 
hear me out.”

Toole felt comfort in knowing that 
God will use that bit of knowledge in 
the rest of their lives—and in the lives 
of people here at home.

“I don’t need to be afraid that 
someone won’t think I’m cool—or 
won’t like me,” Toole affirmed. “There 
is something much bigger at stake 
here. Eternity.”

Anne Arundel Community 
College’s Mark Bacolod summed up 
his experience in Portland, Ore., in 
one sentence: “God wants me to focus 

on becoming the man of God that He 
wants me to be before the work of 
God.”

“I spent almost 90 percent of my 
time primarily serving as Beaver-
creek’s youth pastor, but ironically 
enough, the most seasonal lessons 
and growth that occurred in my walk 
with the Lord this summer had very 
little to do with being the ‘youth pas-
tor,’” Bacolod said. 

“What I saw 
modeled to me 
through the lead-
ers in the North-
west contexture 
and what I was 
forced to model 
myself was very 
much dependent 
on one fact: If the 
men and women 
of God in the 
Northwest were 
to strip away 
their title as a 
‘missionary’ or 
a ‘pastor’ ... they 
would still have 

one clear mentality, make disciples of 
all nations.”

He explained, “Being the youth 
pastor honed in on many of the spiri-
tual gifts that the Lord blessed me 
with but serving as youth pastor was 
a title. And with that title I was doing 
work. As I wrestled with discerning 
God’s voice in my choice to devote my 
life to vocational ministry, I realized 
that God doesn’t need me to do His 
work, He just calls me to be faithful.”

However, it was in one impacting 

and emotional moment when he was 
reading through “The master plan of 
evangelism” for the youth Bible study 
that he read through John 6:66, which 
said that, “From this time many of 
His disciples turned back and no 
longer followed Him.” 

That became his defining mo-
ment. “For me personally, God 
revealed with perfect clarity that 
becoming the man God intended 
me to be, meant that I would answer 
God’s call to going into the ministry,” 
he said.

 These and several other summer 
missionaries are sent to the mission 
field from Baptist Student Ministries 
on campuses across Maryland and 
Delaware. The students of BSM, in 
cooperation with the Baptist Conven-
tion of Maryland/Delaware and the 
cooperative program gifts of BCM/D 
churches, raise funds for these mis-
sionaries.

For more information, contact 
Thom Thornton, missionary for 

adult and collegiate evangelism, at 
(800) 466-5290, ext. 220.

Continued from page 1

By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

BALTIMORE, Md.—Two hun-
dred eighteen people came to Nepal 
Church of Baltimore’s Nepali block 
party on Sept. 23 on the parking lot of 
Faith Theological Seminary in Balti-
more. Twenty-one people accepted 
Christ as Savior. 

Samuel Cho, pastor of the church, 
said God answered prayers. One hun-
dred-fifty people, including church 
members and other partners, prayed 
for God to move at the party. 

Cho said the party was not just 
a day of fun, food and games, but it 
was a spiritual event. Throughout the 
day there were dramas, children’s 
programs and free medical and dental 
screenings, music and even hair cuts. 
Local churches, community groups 
and doctors volunteered to help. 

Volunteers gave away 120 Nepali 
Bibles, 26 Spanish Bibles and tracts in 
Chinese, Spanish and English. 

“God blessed us. We presented 
the gospel through preaching, good 

drama and singing gospel songs in 
the Nepali language. It was a real 
blessing,” Cho said. 

“We really appreciate those orga-
nizations that helped and those who 
prayed,” he said. 

The annual block party is one of 
the church’s biggest annual events. 
Cho said there are many Nepali 
people that live in the Walker Avenue 
area. Many don’t have transportation 
to go to church, but they can walk to 
the annual party. 

Cho said every year about 7,000 
Nepali people come to the United 
States. There are currently about 5,000 
in the Baltimore area.  Eighty percent 
are Hindu, six percent or Muslim and 
four percent are Christian or other 
religions. 

The church meets from 3:30 to 5 
p.m. Sundays at the Potomac Associa-
tion’s office. 

Nepali Church of Baltimore is 
the first Nepali Baptist church in the 
United States. For more information, 
see the church’s website, http://www.
nepalbaptistchurch.com.

Nepal Block Party – A Spiritual Event  

Melanie Connor, a student at Salisbury 
University, accepted the call to become a 
full-time missionary after experiencing a 
summer of missions in Alberta, Canada.
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By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

BALTIMORE— Last year, Balti-
more’s New Christian Bible Church 
had four people enrolled in Sunday 
school. This year, there are 124 people 
enrolled.

Stephen Hardnett, New Christian 
Bible Church’s senior pastor, credits the 
efforts of Terrell Davis for the Sunday 
school growth. But there’s a catch. 

Davis, a minister of education, 
doesn’t live in Baltimore. He’s from 
East Brent Church in Pensacola, Fla.

Like Davis, nearly 30 ministers of 
education (MEs) from churches outside 
of the Baltimore Baptist Association 
and the Baptist Convention of Mary-
land/Delaware spent the past year 
strategizing, planning, and prepar-
ing Baltimore churches for Kingdom 
growth—all mostly at their own 
expense.

These MEs, primarily from the 
Florida and Louisiana Baptist Conven-
tions, essentially served as “satellite 
staff members,” volunteering their 
time to help promote the development 

and health of discipleship programs in 
the Baltimore Baptist Association and 
surrounding associations.

 “It’s a tremendous commitment,” 
shared Sharon Smith, a LifeWay 
Christian Resources contract specialist 

assigned to Embrace Baltimore who 
organized these partnerships and is 
celebrating their successful first year.

The ME’s commit to two visits 
with Baltimore-area churches. To 
do so, “these ME’s make incredible 

sacrifices,” Smith said. Though their 
churches may pay for the first trip, 
often the ME’s must personally pay for 
subsequent trips. And some have to 
take vacation time to come. 

Yet, “a good 75 percent have come 
an additional time or two,” she said.

But to them, noted Smith, the 
sacrifice is 100 percent worth it. “Davis 
told me that teaching at New Christian 
Bible reminded him of the basics again. 
It has helped his own church to grow 
as well.”

A special banquet was held in 
September at Middle River Baptist 
Church to celebrate all that God did in 
the partnerships.  

Throughout the evening, area 
churches shared banners and posters 
representing what God had done this 
past year. The atmosphere was festive 
and celebrative as churches reported 
record attendance at church events, 
increased number of baptisms, and 
overall growing excitement in for evan-
gelism and ministry in congregations.

Hardnett shared, “Everybody 
seemed to be excited that God is work-
ing, not just in Sunday school, but in 
mission trips, Vacation Bible Schools, 
backyard Bible clubs, and more.”

Smith agreed, noting how the MEs 
partner churches went far beyond the 
Sunday school classroom.

 “One church bought a van for a 
church. Another church is supplement-
ing a pastor’s salary. Others brought mis-
sion teams and have helped with Bible 
schools and block parties,” she said.

Kicked off last October, the 
LifeWay initiative matched consultants 
with churches in the Baltimore area.

Last year, local pastors enlisted 
Sunday school (or education) directors 
from their churches, whom consultants 

trained to develop a comprehensive 
church education program. These 
directors attended a two-day seminar 
that focused on the role of the educa-
tional leader and how he or she carries 
out that role. 

Then, the consultants and church 
team members developed a written 
plan to address any needs, giving defi-
nition to the next two to five years. The 
partners then maintained contact on a 
monthly or quarterly basis for encour-
agement and to track progress.

The night of the banquet, it was 
evident in the festive atmosphere that 
much encouragement and progress 
had taken place. 

 “It was so neat to hear—not, ‘we 
did this,’ but ‘God did this,’”said El-
len Udovich, BCM/D missionary for 
direct ministries, lay mobilization and 
ministry evangelism, who attended the 
banquet.

 Udovich also loved how each 
church went out of their way to thank 
partnering churches. 

“The idea of Embrace Baltimore 
ME emphasis and ministry is to build 
a strong ministry foundation church 
by church and neighborhood by 
neighborhood,” shared June Holland, 
BCM/D missionary for Bible teach-
ing and Sunday school, among other 
responsibilities. “The enthusiasm and 
excitement at the Celebration was be-
yond our highest expectations. God is 
in charge and moving us in His direc-
tion of reaching Baltimore through His 
churches.”

Even after the banquet was of-
ficially over, church leaders lingered 
together to learn from each other and 
to celebrate their successes.

 “We went away very motivated,” 
shared Smith. “The best thing was 
hearing all the reports, which all said, 
‘All of us together are really making a 
difference in Metro-Baltimore!’”

 “The celebration was a wonderful 
example of all things good about being 
Southern Baptist…partners all work-
ing together to share the message of 
Christ in relevant ways through their 
local church ministries and it making 
a real difference resulting in changed 
lives,” agreed Bob Mackey, Embrace 
Baltimore’s executive director.

On Oct. 12, a kick-off banquet 
marked another exciting year of 
partnership. Already, 20 MEs and local 
church partnerships have been estab-
lished for what’s being called, “ME 
Embrace Baltimore 2” for 2007-2008.

Smith is especially pleased that 
Terry Rudd, the South Columbia min-
ister of education, will be one of this 
year’s consultants.

Churches interested in partnering 
should contact Earl Gray at Embrace 
Baltimore at (443) 219-2536 or visit 
online at www.embracebaltimore.
com. 

Nearly 30 ministers of education embrace Baltimore churches

By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

BALTIMORE—The National Af-
rican American Fellowship (NAAF) 
of the Southern Baptist Convention 
held its fall meeting in Baltimore’s 
historic Seventh Church on Sept. 
18-20. 

Current NAAF President Mark 
Croston, pastor of East End Baptist 
Church, Suffolk, Va., felt a burden for 
Baltimore and wanted to expose its 
needs to the larger fellowship during 
its semi-annual meeting.

Robert Anderson, senior pastor 
of Colonial Church in Randallstown, 
Md., and current member of the 
executive committee of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, expressed excite-
ment that the fellowship in which he 
recently served as president was in 
his hometown.

“I think it’s a proud day for 
Baltimore that the National African 
American Fellowship of the South-
ern Baptist Convention would deem 
it strategically important and even 
necessary to come to Baltimore to be 
a part of what God is doing,” he said. 

“And to be tied into Embrace 
Baltimore [a national Strategic Focus 
City initiative partnering churches all 
over the nation with churches in Bal-
timore] and on top of all that, I think 
it’s also highly significant that not 
only are we meeting in Baltimore, we 
are meeting at Seventh Church, the 
home church of Annie Armstrong. 
Through all of its years, it’s still 
standing.”

“This is awesome to host NAAF,” 
agreed Ryan Preston Palmer, pastor 
of Seventh Church, who was encour-
aged by the meeting’s participants 
who assisted in reconstructing the 
floor of the church’s fellowship hall. 
“It is awesome to serve as pastor of 
Seventh Church during this season. I 
am watching evidence of God’s faith-
fulness. This is one of them.”

In addition to holding their busi-
ness meeting, around 30 members of 
NAAF toured Baltimore with the Em-
brace Baltimore team. They heard pre-
sentations from Embrace Baltimore’s 
director, Bob Mackey, and the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/Delaware’s 
executive director, David Lee.

NAAF member, E.W. McCall, 

pastor of St. Stephen Church in La 
Puente, Calif., was enlightened by 
the vision tour. “It’s a fantastic thing 
to see how the pastors, churches, 
and conventions can impact the city 
of Baltimore,” he said, noting the 
unique city’s representation of mul-
tiple socio-economic groups.

“On one side of the block is a nice 
neighborhood. On the other side of 
the block, there is something differ-
ent. Churches can make a difference,” 
he said.

Metro-Atlanta Pastor Michael 
Pigg, who also serves as current 
NAAF vice president, agreed it was 
significant that Seventh Church is 
hosting NAAF. But he also ex-
pressed concern about the current 
condition of the once stately church 
of Annie Armstrong, who he says 
represents the birth of North 
American missions.

McCall expressed the same 
sentiment. “How could we let such a 
historic church deteriorate so? If the 
people of this nation knew it, they 
would be appalled. It is a sad com-
mentary to see this.” 

He said that Baptist men from all 
over the nation should gather togeth-
er to renovate the church. 

“You can tell people and show 
pictures, but it isn’t until you come 
and see it for yourselves that you 
feel compelled to make a difference,” 
shared Stephen Hardnett, pastor 
of New Christian Bible Church in 
Baltimore and the director of NAAF’s 
eastern region.

David Cornelius, a former Inter-
national Mission Board missionary 
to Nigeria, stressed the importance 
of strengthening all of Baltimore’s 
churches.

“I came because I recognized that 
there were so few of our churches 
here, but so many people here. To 
do the work of IMB missions, there 
needs to be a strong base. The Balti-
more Baptist Association is a strong 
association. It is a bridge between 
the South and the North. If we can 
strengthen the churches here, then 
we can strengthen the people around 
the world.”

For ways you can assist churches 
in the Baltimore Baptist Association 
and Embrace Baltimore, visit online 
at www.embracebaltimore.com.  

National African American 
Fellowship meets in Baltimore

Stephen Hardnett, pastor of New Christian Bible Church, and Darnell Ranson, 
Embrace Baltimore Director of Community Impact, and Chuck Brooks, pastor 
of GraceWay Church, celebrate together.
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By Iris White
Managing Editor of BaptistLIFE 

COLUMBIA, Md.—January 2008 
begins a new phase of John Faris’ life. 
It’s difficult for many to imagine the 
Baptist Convention of Maryland/Del-
ware staff without Faris, but he and 
his wife, Debbie, are moving to South 
Carolina, their home state. “God has 
blessed me with the opportunity to 
do just what He had prepared me to 
do -- to serve the last 20 years as the 
chief financial officer for the BCM/D,” 
explained Faris. He has served under 
the leadership of several executive 
directors including, Ken Lyle, Charles 
Barnes and David Lee.

“Were you to research the word 
‘integrity’ in the dictionary, you 
would find beside the word a pic-
ture of John Faris. We are on a sound 
financial foundation in our conven-
tion,” David Lee commented. 

“Praise goes to God for his gener-
osity. Appreciation goes to Maryland/
Delaware Baptists for their faithful-
ness in giving through the Coopera-
tive Program. A ‘thank you’ must also 
be given to John for his commitment 
to stewardship and sound financial 
management principles. John will be 
greatly missed.” 

During Faris’ years with BCM/D, 
he was the first full-time treasurer of 
the Convention that was not also the ex-
ecutive director, served on the executive 
leadership team of BCM/D, directed 
the work of the Baptist Foundation, 
supervised the work at Skycroft, con-
sulted with ministers and churches on 
financial and legal issues, promoted the 
Cooperative Program and performed 
many other duties as assigned.

God has also blessed him with 
Debbie, his beautiful wife and best 
friend of 38 years. Faris said, “She has 
made it possible for me to do my job 
by being an untiring helpmate to me, 
a devoted mother to our three now 
grown children, and a doting grand-
mother of our four incredible grand-
children. She has also served and 
blessed many in our Convention by 
traveling untold miles with me visit-
ing churches and going to Convention 
events.”

God’s hand has been at work in 
BCM/D over the last 20 years. Dur-
ing that time, the annual Cooperative 
Program giving of our churches grew 
from $2.8 million to $5 million. At the 
same time our State Missions Offering 
grew from $65,000 to nearly $250,000.

Skycroft Conference Center has 
grown from 8,300 guests and $300,000 
gross revenue per year in 1988 to 
almost 19,000 guests and $1.6 million 
gross revenue in 2006. 

Since 1991, the Baptist Founda-
tion has grown from $3.8 million in 
assets to nearly $10 million in assets 

under management today and during 
the same period distributed some $6 
million to Baptist causes in Maryland 
and Delaware, the United States, and 
around the world. The Foundation’s 
recent efforts in the areas of estate 
planning and endowment 
promotion will insure Bap-
tist work will have adequate 
funding in the future. 

Baptists in Maryland 
and Delaware have all stood 
and watched in awe as a 
mighty church planting 
movement has swept over 
BCM/D resulting in growth 
from 350 churches to well 
over 500 since 1988. Faris 
feels blessed to have helped 
undergird this movement 
by leading the Conven-
tion in three capital cam-
paigns, Advancing Christ’s 
Kingdom, Legacy of Faith 
and Embrace Baltimore, 
that have provided much 
needed dollars to start and 
strengthen churches.

On a local level, Faris 
has consulted with 45 of the 
“best churches anywhere” 
on Capture The Vision capi-
tal campaigns in which the congrega-
tions of these churches raised over 
$13 million for purchasing or building 
new facilities, buying land or remod-
eling existing facilities. 

He and Debbie have been blessed 
to ride around the Convention and see 
these churches growing and reach-
ing their communities for Christ and 
know they’ve had a small part to play 
in their success.

Faris is very quick to point out 
that he “recounts these things not to 
seek praise, but to praise the One who 
has allowed me to come along on this 
incredible adventure and to point out 
the tremendous growth the Conven-
tion has experienced over the last 20 
years. My part is but a small part of 
what so many have worked so long 
and so hard to accomplish.”

Why would Faris want to leave 
now when so much is happening in 
the convention? The reason is quite 
simple. Faris says, “It is what God 
wants me to do at this stage of my life. 
In today’s world, I know it is old-fash-
ioned and far too ‘spiritual’ to say, but 
I have always depended on seeking 
God’s will for my life as evidenced by 
what I call a ‘sense of rightness for the 
time’ (the urging of the Holy Spirit or 
God’s call in theological terms).”

Faris felt God’s call to enter the 
ministry nearly 30 years ago. He 
recalls, “All along this tremendous 
journey that God has allowed Debbie 
and me to travel, we have relied on 
that ‘sense of  rightness.’ Entering the 
ministry at age 28, giving up a good 

job and going to Southeastern Semi-
nary for three years, taking my wife 
and three young children to Rwanda, 
Africa, for nearly seven years [1981-
1988], and coming to Maryland all had 
that ‘sense of rightness for that time.’ 

Well, leaving BCM/D after 20 years 
has that same ‘sense of rightness.’” 

As they relocate to North Myrtle 
Beach, S.C., John and Debbie will 
continue to try to determine what 
their future ministries will be. Both 
of them have a great need to be part 
of a vibrant church and find a place of 
service as laypersons. He also wants 
to continue to consult with churches 
and pastors on their financial and 
stewardship issues. In addition, Faris 
is also negotiating with a small com-
munity non-profit about a position as 
administrative director.

What about the future of BCM/D? 
From Faris’ perspective, “the Conven-
tion is in great shape, financially and 
otherwise. Future resources are in the 
pipeline. The leadership provided by 
my good friends, David Lee [executive 
director], and Bob Simpson [associate 
executive director] serves the Conven-
tion well. The service and dedication 
of my missionary colleagues to our 
Convention churches is second to 
none. The future opportunities for 
missions and ministry are unparallel. 
And I personally have had the privi-
lege to do what few ever get to do in 
ministry--hire and mentor my succes-
sor, Tom Stolle. Tom is a competent 
and godly man. Get to know him and 
support him as you have me.”

Simpson, who appreciates all 
Faris’ hard work and dedication, says, 
“I have known John Faris since the 
early 1980’s when the church I served 
‘adopted’ an IMB missionary fam-
ily named ‘Faris.’ I learned then, and 

continue to appreciate, the depth of 
his missionary heart. Even when he 
left the foreign mission field and came 
to work at BCM/D, he was able to find 
missions in every financial matter he 
ever took care of for us. I will cer-

tainly miss his skill, 
but I more than that I 
will miss his steady, 
wise leadership. He 
leaves the Convention 
in excellent shape.  He 
has been a faithful 
and skilled servant! 
And I am glad to call 
him my friend.”

Saying goodbye 
is never easy. As John 
and Debbie Faris leave 
this area, they are 
not saying “goodbye” 
because part of their 
hearts will remain in 
Maryland and Dela-
ware. They’ll be back 
to visit occasionally. 
Be assured that Faris 
will never stop doing 

all that he can to pro-
mote the work of the 
Convention, wherever 
he is.

“What I do want to say to my 
missionary colleagues and the many 
BCM/D pastors, church staff and lay 
persons that I have worked with over 
the past 20 years is simply, THANKS! 
Thanks for allowing Debbie and me to 
be a part of your lives and you, ours. 
Thanks for helping me to succeed and 
extending me grace when I’ve failed. 
Thanks for allowing us to see God at 
work in the lives of our churches and 
in your lives. And thanks for being a 
friend when we needed one.

“Paul says it best in Philippians 
1:3-11, as he prays for his brothers 
and sisters in Christ, expresses joy 
in their partnership in the gospel, 
speaks of his longing for continued 
fellowship with them and exhorts 
them to love one another more and 
to discern what is right so that God 
might get the glory. This, too, is my 
prayer for all of you.”

John and Debbie have three 
grown children with families of their 
own. Their son, John, and his wife, 
Leah, live in Huntsville, Ala., with 
their four-month old son, Jack. Emma, 
their older daughter, and Clarence 
Zhang were married in October and 
live in Ellicott City. Faris had the 
privilege of conducting the ceremony. 

Their younger daughter, Sarah, 
and Jeff Cole have three children: 
Hannah (2); Sarah (2); and Luke (6 
months). Both grandmothers, Mar-
gie Faris and Gladys Millings live in 
South Carolina. 

Looking back over 20 years with John Faris

Stained glass windows reflect First Church, Cumberland’s 
160-year history

By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

Cumberland, Md.—First Church, 
Cumberland, restored their huge, awe-
inspiring stained glass windows and 
dedicated them on July 22, the day of 
their 160th anniversary celebration. 

According to the National Regis-
ter of Historical Places, the windows, 
originally installed in 1917, are the 
largest “tracery” windows in the 
Cumberland area. The church was 
able to pay for the 6-week long res-
toration project with funds given by 
members and with memorial funds. 

“We had a dedication service for 

the windows in memory and honor of 
several individuals and to the glory of 
God,” Tom Landaker, First Church’s 
pastor said. Trustee Russell Livengood 
oversaw the project.

The gothic revival features of the 
church reflect its long history. Over 
1,000 soldiers were housed in the 
church during the Civil War when 
First Church was used as a hospital to 
treat wounded Union soldiers. 

Landaker said First Church is the 
only building used as a civil war hos-
pital still standing in the area. 

After the war, the church dis-
banded, but was reorganized in 1871. 
In 1917, the church added a new fa-

çade to the structure, which included 
the current windows. Members pur-
chased a Moller pipe organ in 1927, 
which is still in use today.

Now the church looks to its fu-
ture. They’re working to reach out to 
their community. They had a Patriot’s 
Day tribute dinner on Sept. 11 to 
honor local policemen and fire fight-
ers for the jobs they do as the town’s 
first line of defense. 

Other ministries include a grief 
support group and a program to col-
lect shoes and socks for needy chil-
dren throughout the world. 

 
Photo by Tom Landaker

John Faris with two of his grandchildren, Luke Cole (left) and his 
sister, Hannah (right).



November 2007  Page 8

By: Michael Foust

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)--Hoping 
to head off what they call “intimida-
tion tactics” by liberal interest groups, 
several leading Christian organiza-
tions have jointly issued a letter to 
pastors across America, explaining 
what churches can and cannot legally 
do during an election season.

The eight-page letter is being re-
leased more than a year before Ameri-
cans vote on a new president, with 
the goal of answering questions that 
always arise concerning the church’s 
role in politics.

Posted online at www.telladf.
org, the letter was signed by two legal 
organizations – the Alliance Defense 
Fund and the James Madison Center 
for Free Speech – as well as Focus on 
the Family, Family Research Council 
and Concerned Women for America.

Nearly every presidential election 
season includes news stories about 
left-wing interest groups urging the 
government to revoke various church-
es’ tax-exempt status. 

“The Jeffersonian ‘wall of separa-
tion’ doctrine has been twisted in an 
attempt to silence people of faith not 
only in the public square, but also in 
their churches,” the letter says. “This 
attitude is an unofficial but outspoken 
bias against people of faith.”

The letter is titled, “Constitutional 
Protections for Pastors: Your freedom 
to speak Biblical truth on the moral 
issues of the day.” Although the IRS 
prohibits churches from endorsing or 
opposing candidates, there is plenty 
churches can do legally, the letter 
says.

“By this letter, we assure you 
that churches and pastors have broad 
constitutional rights to express their 
views on a broad array of social is-

sues such as marriage, abortion, and 
homosexual behavior,” the letter says. 
“Furthermore, other activities such as 
allowing parishioners to sign petitions 
in support of traditional marriage 
are almost undoubtedly permissible 
under federal tax law.”

For instances, under federal law 
pastors and churches can, according 
to the letter:

– Discuss political candidates’ views 
on issues. 

“Pastors and churches are free to 
discuss the positions of candidates on 
issues – including criticizing or prais-
ing them for their positions. This is 
called issue advocacy,” the letter says.

The letter discourages pastors 
from endorsing or opposing candi-
dates from the pulpit, which the IRS 
has said is not allowed. 

“The endorsement of a candidate 
includes any statement which uses 
explicit words to expressly advocate 
the election or defeat of a clearly 
identified candidate, such as ‘elect,’ 
‘support,’ ‘defeat,’ or ‘oppose.’”
– Hold voter registration drives. 

“A church may participate in 
non-partisan voter registration, voter 
identification and get-out-the-vote 
activities,” the letter says. “To be non-
partisan, these activities may not be 
directed at the supporters of any par-
ticular candidate or political party.... 
Furthermore, such activities will not 
be viewed as non-partisan if they are 
accompanied by literature praising 
or criticizing particular candidates or 
political parties for their positions on 
issues.”
– Pass out so-called voter guides, 
showing where candidates stand on 
issues.

“Voter guides should not include 

an endorsement of a candidate or 
expressly advocate the election or de-
feat of any candidate,” the letter says. 
“Further, voter guides should not 
include advocacy of voting for candi-
dates who support particular issues, 
i.e., single issue voting. Churches may 
also distribute voter guides prepared 
by other organizations that meet these 
guidelines.”

The guides should cover a wide 
variety of topics and should not indi-
cate a bias, the letter says.
– Lobby for legislation.

“[A] church may discuss legisla-
tive issues, support or oppose legisla-
tion, encourage its members or the 
general public to support or oppose 
legislation and support other organi-
zations with their lobbying efforts,” 
the letter says. “Furthermore, church-
es may lobby candidates on their 
positions on issues and distribute 
educational material to candidates or 
at political events, as long as this is be-
ing done to get out the organization’s 
message and not to assist any candi-
date.”

Churches may spend an “insub-
stantial amount” on lobbying, gener-
ally defined as no more than 5 to 15 
percent of a church’s funds, the letter 
says.

Pastors have the legal right to do 
more than churches can do, as long as 
the pastor makes it clear his opinions 
are his, and not the church’s, the letter 
says.

“Individuals, such as pastors or 
priests, may participate in political 
campaigns, as long as they do so as 
individuals, and not in the name of 
the church. Any individual, includ-
ing a pastor, may wear different hats 
at different times and, therefore, be 
involved in political activity, as long 
as they are wearing the right hat at 

the right time and place.
“... Individual pastors can endorse 

political candidates so long as the 
endorsement is not on behalf of the 
Church and it is not made in a way 
that gives the appearance that the 
endorsement is made in the capacity 
of pastor or priest.”

Pastors with specific questions 
can obtain free legal advice by calling 
the Alliance Defense Fund at 800-
TELL-ADF or the James Madison Cen-
ter at (812) 232-2434. The letter, which 
includes a list of 19 do’s and don’ts, is 
available online at http://www.telladf.
org/UserDocs/PastorsGuidelinesLet-
ter.pdf. 

What can churches do during elections?

By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

SALISBURY, Md.—Eastern 
Association’s Baptist Student Ministry 
(BSM) is transforming the way they’re 
doing campus ministry at Salisbury 
University. In addition to having 
weekly meetings and fellowships, 
they’re touching students in their 
day-to-day lives through a student 
housing program called Crossway. 
And they’re emphasizing missions-
based ministry with goal of changing 
students’ lives forever. 

The new student housing minis-
try began this semester, but the idea 
has been growing for years. K’Lynne 
McKinley, BSM campus minister, 
came to Salisbury from her home 
in Sandersville, Miss., in 2005. Her 
co-minister, Sarah Rushing, came a 
month later and volunteered with the 
ministry while working as an assis-
tant manager at a local coffee shop. 

“When I got here and saw the 
(Eastern Association) house, I thought 
it would be good idea to use it for 
housing to train ministers and supple-
ment local churches,” McKinley said. 

Both young women were dream-
ing of the way they could provide and 
use student housing. After reading the 
book, “The Irresistible Revolution: Liv-
ing as an Ordinary Radical,” by Shane 
Claiborne, the girls began revising 
their thoughts and began thinking it 
would be better to offer the housing to 
Christian students, whether they were 
pursuing ministry or not. Rush began 
researching through the Internet  ho-
wother schools were doing a similar 

ministry. The girls began developing a 
program based on their findings. 

Eastern Association was previ-
ously offering housing to students in 
the upstairs of their facility, which 
is a small house on West College 
Avenue, but it wasn’t a Christian 
supervised effort and it just didn’t 
work. This fall McKinley and 
Rushing were able to get approval 
to begin the housing in the build-
ing and new students moved in, 
but the zoning wasn’t up to code 
so the students had to move again. 
The women secured a nearby 
house, just a few blocks from the 
college that is working great. The 
girls live on the main level and 
the boys live downstairs. Rushing 
has a basement office. She joined 
the BSU staff in August. Her pri-
mary responsibility is running the 
Crossway program. 

In addition to the primary goal 
of discipleship, the students are 
learning some real everyday life 
skills. They take turns cooking, 
cleaning, budgeting, shopping, 
mowing the lawn and cleaning 
the gutters. They also work on 
conflict management skills as they 
determine the house rules, con-
sequences for breaking them and 
just learning to live together in 
harmony. 

“It separates the students from 
the on-campus life and allows them 
to live with like-minded students,” 
Rushing said. But it isn’t meant to pro-
tect them, but rather to enable them to 
reach out. 

“By providing a Christian com-

munity, we’re bringing the secular 
community to them,” McKinley said. 
It’s an opportunity for their unsaved 
friends to see that you can have fun, 
love God and not spend your time 

partying, she said. 
One of those outreaches is a 

weekly dinner. Several students 
work together to prepare the meal. 
The other roommates must write the 
number of guests they’re bringing on 

a notepad kept in the kitchen. Each 
guest pays $2. 

The dinner is an opportunity for 
the students to invite their unsaved 
friends. 

“It’s easier to invite friends 
to a quaint dinner with six to 
ten people than to a large group 
meeting,” McKinley said. Rush-
ing and McKinley regularly 
attend the dinners. 

Rushing and McKinley 
hope this is the first of such 
houses. They envision Cross-
way houses all around campus. 
Years later they see Crossway 
graduates coming for reunions. 

The other transforming, 
driving passion of McKinley 
and Rush is missions. McKinley 
truly strives to get every Chris-
tian student to participate in a 
mission trip. 

“My life was changed from 
a mission trip,” McKinley said. 
And she wants to see others 
have that experience. 

“This generation learns 
by experience and exposure,” 
Rushing said. Missions give 
them the opportunity to do 
both. 

McKinley will lead stu-
dents on a trip to New York 
City in January to help with an 
after-school program. 

What churches need to under-
stand, McKinley said, is that when 
students go on mission trips they 
come back different. “Kids involved 
in missions will change your church,” 
McKinley said.   

Christian community and strong missions emphasis 
revolutionizes collegiate ministry in Salisbury

Salisbury students Krista Hintze and Jody Bond 
enjoy sharing a Christian home environment with 
other students while attending a secular college.  
Sarah Rushing (above) oversees the Crossway 
student housing program. K’Lynne McKinley, far 
right, is the BSM campus minister.

2007 Vacation 
Bible School 
report form 

for SBC 
congregations

As a Southern Baptist Conven-
tion church or mission, you may 
report your Vacation Bible School 
via the Southern Baptist Directory 
Service (SBDS). Your church should 
receive a 2007 VBS report form 
with the church user name, VBS 
password and instructions to access 
SBDS.
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By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Church Correspondent

SALISBURY, Md.—Wilfredo 
Rodriguez has a unique way of talk-
ing about leading people to Christ. He 
calls it “rescuing them” and he means 
it. He keenly feels the urgency of shar-
ing Christ. He feels the burden and 
answers the call. 

Rodriguez, pastor of Iglesia Im-
manuel, which meets at Immanuel 
Church, Salisbury, started missions in 
Cambridge and Berlin and a Brazil-
ian church that also meets at Im-
manuel Church. He’s now working to 
begin missions in Crisfield and near 
Georgetown. Rodriguez has sent out 
church members to plant churches in 
their own countries and has led over 
700 inmates to Christ and that’s all 
been within the past three years. That 
doesn’t even count other plants he’s 
started in the Honduras or in North 
Carolina. And it doesn’t take into ac-
count the growth of Iglesia Bautista 
Immanuel. 

The Hispanic Church started with 
just two people and now has grown to 
over 150 regular attendees. Rodriguez 
seeks to rescue them, and then teach 
them to be soul-winners themselves. 

 Iglesia Immanuel has flourish-
ing ministries to disciple and do 
outreach. Church members go out 
through the community sharing 
Christ and inviting people to outdoor 
services where they listen to Chris-
tian music and they hear the gospel 
in English and Spanish. 

Close to 600 people have come to 
the church over the past three years.  
Many moved or went back to their 
homelands. One man went home to 
El Salvador and won his whole family 
to Christ and then started a mis-
sion. Another member 
went to Guatemala and 
began ministering there. 
Rodriguez intentionally 
disciples members to be 
“rescuers.”

What’s his secret? 
“We simply present 

our God as the true God 
who is always there,” 
he said through his son 
Wilfredo Alexander Ro-
driguez, who interpreted 
for his father.

Rodriguez says 
he doesn’t talk about 
religion, just Jesus. The 
power of that truth and 
the prayers of the church 
are the fuel that drives 
Rodriguez and breaks 
down barriers. Each 
week, church members 
spend one full day at the 
church praying and fasting. They pray 
for the church, the leadership, the 
community and the inmates Rodri-
guez ministers to by name. God is 
blessing mightily. 

He spends two and a half hours 
each week ministering in the Salis-
bury prison. Rodriguez said incar-
cerated people are more introspec-
tive and searching because of their 
situation. They’re hungry. When the 

Hispanic stranger comes to visit, the 
inmates are curious. They want to 
know who he is, where he came from 
and why he’s there.   

“I tell them God has sent me to 
talk to them,” Rodriguez said, 

He gives new believers language 
Bibles. Rodriguez smiled and said he 
has a special way to encourages them 
to read. He picked up a Bible and 
demonstrated how the prisoners dog 
ear the pages as they ago, so when 
Rodriguez returns they can show 
him what they’ve read. Then they 
talk about it and the prisoners ask 
questions. 

Those prisoners are from all 
around the world, including Portugal, 

China, Korea and Asia. Some of the 
new converts return to their home 
countries and begin ministries there. 

Rodriguez grew up in a church 
planting family in Honduras. His par-
ents had a zeal for Christ and regu-

larly started missions, taking 
their children with them. He 
accepted Jesus when he was 
14-years-old and was baptized 
at 15. He felt called to minis-
try when he was 17 and began 
helping local churches, doing 
youth ministry and, of course, 
starting missions. He helped 
part-time while working 
with World Vision full-time 
seeking ways to provide fresh 
water and helping the poor. 

Rodriguez came to North 
Carolina for a men’s ministry 
conference. While there, he 
learned about the opportuni-
ties and need for Hispanic 
church planters in America. 

He and his wife, Sandra 
began praying earnestly for 
six months. They felt God 
was calling them to America, 
so they answered a call for 

Rodriguez to be a co-pastor in North 
Carolina. But soon he felt in his heart 
it wasn’t where God wanted him to 
be. He sent his resume through the 
internet and received an invitation to 
come to Maryland. 

 “I feel this is the place God wants 
me,” Rodriguez said. 

By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—Melody Knox 
and Gayla Parker have two things in 
common: their love for women’s min-
istry and their love for missions. And 
both women from the Baptist Conven-
tion of Maryland/Delaware believe 
that women’s ministry and missions 
education are as essential to women 
as breathing in and breathing out is.

“Just like we need to inhale and 
exhale to survive physically we need 
to do the same spiritually. We take 
God’s Word in through women’s 
ministry and exhale God’s Word in 
ministry and missions,” shared Gayla 
Parker, BCM/D missionary for mis-
sions education and customization 
and WMU executive director. 

She illustrates, “The Dead Sea 
is a great example of what happens 
when only life comes in....it has water 
coming in everyday but there is no 
way for the water to flow out. There-
fore the water becomes stagnate and 
anything living in it dies.” 

She emphasizes, “In order to have 
a vibrant living women’s program we 
want to have a way to allow God’s 
Word to flow through us.”

Melody Knox, BCM/D mission-
ary for women’s ministry, agrees. “It 
is so important that the women in 
our BCM/D churches be afforded the 
opportunity to be a part of a holistic 
ministry that involves Bible study 
and missions education. The goal 
for effective ministry to all women 
should ultimately be a desire to leave 
a godly legacy for those who come 
behind them.”

She and Parker believe that a com-
plete women’s program will have as-
pects of Women’s Ministry and WMU. 
What does that holistic approach look 
like? They suggest the following:

– Bible study – assists women in 
offering Bible studies, training and 

events that will continue to encour-
age in women a hunger in their hearts 
for a deeper understanding of God’s 
Word. It also implants in women an 
incentive to leave a godly legacy for 
those who come behind them. 

– Prayer groups – focuses on 
learning about and praying for mis-
sionaries as they serve 
around the world. A 
prayer group will pray for 
unreached people groups, 
engage in prayer walking 
and participate in special 
times of prayer such as the 
prayer emphases for inter-
national, North American 
and state missions efforts.

– Ministry groups – 
moves beyond the “learn-
ing” step and focuses on 
short-term or ongoing 
missions projects. This 
group seeks to minister 
locally as well as discover 
how it can assist with 
regional, state national, 
and even international 
ministries.

– Multifocus groups 
– women are usually interested in 
many different things, so their focus 
covers the full range of missions 
involvement—learning, prayer, Bible 
study and activities.

“Ministry is not an option. It is 
our responsibility,” Knox says. “God 
calls each of us to serve Him. God em-
powers us and gifts us to accomplish 
what He calls us to do.”

She also believes that women to-
day need to know faith truly works. 

“Faith truly works no matter what 
the world may say. Women need to 
stay faithful in a world that has gone 
crazy and has forsaken Christ,” she 
shares, noting that women have deep 
spiritual hunger to know Christ and 
experience Him personally.

 “Women want to know how to 

survive in a world that thinks it no 
longer needs a Savior. They want to 
know how to balance responsibilities 
and live a full and meaningful life.”

For Parker, missions education 
helps lead to a meaningful life.

WMU leads people, individually 
and corporately, to be involved in mis-

sions by praying for missions, engag-
ing in mission action and witnessing, 
learning about missions, supporting 
missions, developing a missions 
lifestyle, and encouraging church and 
denominational participation, she 
shares.

In other words, if we don’t know 
about another person’s need, we can-
not help. If we have no information 
about life situations in another nation, 
or even in another state, we are not 
connected.

Parker acknowledges that infor-
mation about many nations’ circum-
stances (whether it is political, econom-
ic or an assessment of “lostness”) is 
readily available to Christians through 
media venues such as newspapers, 
radio, television, and the Internet. 

Missions education helps motivate 
people to want to learn about those 
situations.

“The future of our missions ef-
forts relies on our desire and efforts 
to engage others to learn about and 
to support missions,” Parker notes, 
saying that support includes personal 

participation through 
praying, giving and 
nurturing those God has 
called to missions service.  

“The key players are 
the women who have 
heard God’s call and are 
ready to begin the jour-
ney others began so long 
ago,” Parker stresses. 

“As you learn about 
and become involved in 
missions, you begin to 
understand the people 
God has made in cultures 
all over the world. As you 
set those people at ease 
and respect their differ-
ences, you give people 
glimpses of Jesus.”

Parker points to the 
nearly 5.5 billion lost 

people in the world. 
“If we were able to say the name 

of ‘Jesus’ to one person every second 
of every day it would take 135 years 
to say His name to each one of them. 
When we add the number of people 
being added to that number every 
day, it will take even longer.”

She pauses, then asks, “What is 
the security you are holding on to that 
keeps you from being involved?”

To become more involved, women 
are invited to participate in Breath-
less, a women’s ministry conference 
at Faith Church, Glen Burnie on May 
16-17, 2008. 

For more information, contact Parker 
at (800) 466-5290, ext. 231, Knox at ext. 

252, or Sherry Lee at ext. 211.

Breathe in (Women’s Ministry) + Breathe Out (WMU) = good breath!

Melody Knox (left), BCM/D missionary for women’s ministry; 
Gayla Parker (seated), WMU executive director and BCM/D mis-
sinary for missions education and customization; Suzanne Reese 
(center), student consultant for national WMU and Caroline 
Jones (right), missions innovator specialist and leadership coach 
for national WMU, discuss the program at a Women on Missions 
retreat at Camp Wo-Me-To last spring.

Wilfredo Rodriguez, pastor of Iglesia Bautista, Salisbury, has 
grown the Hispanic church plant from two to 150, led over 700 
inmates to Christ and started three missions within the past 
three years. (L to R - Genesis, Wilfredo, Sandra, Wilfredo Alex-
ander and Sergio Rodriguez) 

Rodriguez and Iglesia Bautista Immanuel – “The Rescuers”
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Call or email for more information! 
5400 Roland Ave., Baltimore, 410-864-4200 

ei@stmarys.edu    www.stmarys.edu/ei

The 
Ecumenical 
Institute of 

Theology

Faith Seeking 
Understanding… 

Understanding 
Making a 
Difference

ANNOUNCING SPRING TERM CLASSES
AT THE ECUMENICAL INSTITUTE OF THEOLOGY

January 14—May 8, 2008 

Registration Begins November 12!

Classes include:

The Gospel of Matthew    Spiritual Disciplines 
Salvation in the New Testament    Early Christian 
Spirituality    Christianity & Its Critics    Psalms 

& Proverbs    Ministry to the Ill & Dying 
Teaching & Curriculum in Religious Education 

and more!

Our academic programs include: 
M.A. in Theology      M.A. in Church Ministries      Certificates 

Certificate of Advanced Studies in Theology 
Accredited Graduate Courses for Credit or Audit 

Explorations in Theology

2 Columns x 1.25 inches 

By Rachel Waligorski
The Midwestern Magazine

MT. AIRY, Md.—According to 
Michael L. Trammell, Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary (MBTS) 
doctoral graduate of 1989 and 2007 
alumnus of the year, his journey of 
learning to relate to people in dif-
ferent life situations that began at 
Midwestern has proven to be invalu-
able in his ministry to those living in 
the high-stress environment “in the 
shadow of the nation’s capitol.” Since 
1991, Trammell has served as pastor 
of Mt. Airy Church, a medium-sized 
Southern Baptist congregation in the 
Baltimore-Washington metropolitan 
area.

Coming to Midwestern was not a 
“snap” decision for Trammell, howev-
er; he considered the D. Min. program 
at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary as well. A couple of factors, 
including the breadth of Midwestern’s 
program, finally brought him to 
MBTS.

 “The generalist approach that 
Midwestern offered appealed to me 
because its five seminars were more 
broad-based and touched on more of 
the many skills a local pastor needed 
to minister in a local church envi-
ronment,” said Trammell. “In short, 
I wanted my D. Min. to provide me 
with a wide-ranging set of practi-
cal, hands-on tools. And the exten-

sion program, utilizing the regional 
centers such as Little Rock, was more 
convenient, meaning less time away 
from home.”

Much of the value 
of his experience was 
sharing the educational 
journey with his fellow 
students and co-laborers 
in the doctoral seminar 
setting, an appropriate 
change of pace from the 
formal classroom setting. 

 “I learned to use a 
lot of ministry tools that 
have served me well, and 
hopefully the Kingdom, 
in the years that have 
followed,” said Tram-
mell. “The doctoral seminar structure 
is really just a platform for dialogue 
and interaction between these men 
who are laboring side-by-side in their 
churches during the week, dealing 
with the challenges of being a pas-
tor…the professors are like the con-
ductors of a symphony who lead the 
orchestra without actually playing the 
instruments.”

As is the case with a journey, 
though, it goes on. Trammell said that 
the skills he acquired at Midwestern 
have made it possible for his learning 
experience to continue.  

There certainly is plenty to learn 
and experience for a Midwestern, 
Bible Belt-born minister ministering in 

Northeastern suburbia.
 “In many ways it [my ministry] 

is a textbook for contextualization in 
ministry, which I first 
learned about at Mid-
western,” said Trammell. 
“This area is not the 
Bible Belt. Our area is a 
bedroom community to 
the nation’s capitol with 
some of the longest com-
mute times in the nation. 
Many of the men in our 
church leave home for 
work before daylight and 
get home after dark. This 
lifestyle is pretty hard on 
families.”

Trammell’s ministry 
in this area is based on a deep-seated 
conviction that “the gospel is supra-
cultural” and that God has placed 
him there to feed the flock and make 
disciples. In a place of unbelievably 
high real estate prices, taxes and 
cost of living, where Roman Catholi-
cism predominates and Baptists are 
rare and unfavorably-viewed, and 
from which people flee as soon as 
they reach retirement age, Trammell 
is committed to conveying the gos-
pel message that the hearts of those 
Northeastern suburbanites God places 
in his path might be healed.

 “I think my Midwestern D. 
Min. experience has given me again 
a breadth of understanding about peo-

ple that I otherwise would not have 
had,” said Trammell. “Many of the life 
issues I confront here, in the shadow 
of the nation’s capitol, I first studied 
about at Midwestern.”

Trammell continues his contact 
with MBTS as a supportive alumnus, 
calling the present, Midwestern’s “fin-
est hour.”

“I am so thankful that we have 
a leader with the stature of Dr. Phil 
Roberts,” said Trammell. “And the 
seminary’s faculty, I believe, is as 
good as it has ever been and is as 
strong as any seminary anywhere! I 
would say it is a great time to consider 
Midwestern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary! I would say it is a great time to 
come to the Heartland and develop 
ministry skills for a lifetime of Chris-
tian service.”

Prior to his current pastoral posi-
tion, Trammell served in the United 
States Army and two Arkansas 
pastorates. He has been involved at 
the associational, state and national 
Baptist levels. His bachelor’s degree 
was earned at Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity in Arkadelphia, Ark., and he 
received an M. Div. degree at Mid-
America Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Memphis, Tenn., before entering 
the doctoral program at MBTS. 

Trammell has been married to his 
wife Pamela (Miller) since 1975, and 
they have two sons John Matthew and 
Mark Edward.

trains stopped running. 
“Some think Marion’s putting 

on an addition is foolish. But when 
God says you do something you do 
it because He has a plan. I’m looking 
for God to move this community like 
never before,” he preached to a con-
gregation that echoed his sentiments 
with several amens. 

Marion is still small town Ameri-
ca. It’s neighbor, Crisfield, also a small 
town is one of the fastest growing 
areas on the Eastern shore. Barnes be-
lieves that expansion is going to spill 
over into Marion. In fact, the church 
itself is truly growing. New visitors 
are attending each week. 

On the week BaptistLIFE  visited 
Marion Church, a young Hispanic 
couple came before the service in 
obvious distress. No one could speak 
Spanish, but the couple found their 
way to the altar where they spent time 
in prayer before leaving. Another visi-
tor came halfway through the service, 
saying the Holy Spirit told her to come 
to Marion Church that day. God is 
doing something at Marion Church, 

Barnes said.
Younger people are joining the 

church and helping with minis-
tries. The children’s ministry just a 
few years ago was comprised of the 
pastor’s children. 
Now Marion 
has so many 
kids they’ve 
outgrown the 
children’s area. 

The church 
recently began a 
Celebrate Recov-
ery program that 
has been very 
successful and 
Barnes believes 
that program 
has been a factor 
in bringing new 
members and 
visitors to the 
church. 

The new ad-
dition was almost complete on the day 
BaptistLIFE visited. Barnes walked 
happily through the white framed in 
area seeing past the sheetrock, seeing 

a big fellowship hall where seniors 
from the community will gather for 
Bibles studies, food and movies. He 
envisions a youth room complete with 
a basketball hoop, foosball table and 

miniature golf. 
The vision is al-
most complete. 
By this issue of 
BaptistLIFE, 
the building 
is scheduled 
to be finished 
and the con-
gregation will 
be planning 
a dedication 
service. 

Both the 
current facil-
ity and the 
new addition 
measure 3,800 
square feet 
each. Together, 

the buildings were assessed at over 
1.3 million dollars. With the help of 
mission teams, church members and 
local vendors, the church paid less 

than $300,000 combined for both 
buildings.

Volunteer teams helped with the 
first building and they gave of them-
selves to build the second one. Teams 
came from Texas, Virginia, Alabama 
and Wilmington to lend a hand. In 
addition to the obvious physical bless-
ings those churches gave to Marion, 
there were also some less tangible re-
sults. Some of the groups had substan-
tial daily devotions every day before 
working. Then they went to stay at 
church members’ homes in the eve-
nings and became blessings in those 
homes. Bonnie Barnes, Joe’s wife, said 
those volunteers had a big impact on 
the congregation. That has spurred 
interest in Marion Church members 
becoming involved in missions. 

“They want to be part of some-
thing like that,” Barnes said. 

Now the church is planning its 
first mission trip ever in May 2008. 

 “Joe has always wanted to take 
a group on a mission trip,” Bonnie 
Barnes said with a smile. 

Maybe Marion is truly a ghost 
town - a Holy Ghost town. 

A small church in a Maryland ghost town adds new building
Continued from page 1

Joe Barnes and his wife, Bonnie, look at the 
space that will be Joe’s new, much bigger, 
office area. The new addition, with a fellow-
ship area, offices and youth room, is sched-
uled to be completed by this month.  

Trammel awarded alumnus of the year at Midwestern Seminary
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           seeks  “missionary”  couples  and  
singles  to join with us 

for six months  to  one  year 

Mission field:   Federal  Hill & the Inner Harbor at Baltimore

Needed:    People  willing to risk their time,  talents and treasure “growing”   
a “new church” in an old church. We need  Praise teams,  musicians,  
sound techs, computer  gurus,  teachers, etc.  Great Commandment/ Great 
Commission  believers  who believe in the power of prayer,  the power of 
God and are not afraid  of  innovative  ministry  and going “outside the box.”

CONTACT  PASTOR  LYN  O’BERRY
warrenavecares @ verizon.net

The Church on Warren Avenue 
at F ederal H ill

DON’T   MIND   PADDLING  UPSTREAM?
DO YOU  REALLY  BELIEVE  NOTHING  IS 

IMPOSSIBLE  WITH GOD?



Northeast
Cruise & Tour 

Enjoy Spring-time in Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island! 

Sail the Scenic St. Lawrence River to Quebec & Montreal! 

Tour Montreal, Philadelphia, New York City & Boston!  

            
          

              
            
            
           



   


         


   
  



For brochure, information and letter from Pastor Myers 
 with his phone number, call 7 days a week: 




TOTAL CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC.
“From Concept to Completion”

n Specialists in church construction and renovation.
n Experienced in all types of design-build systems construction 

which will save you time and money.
n Experts in elevator additions and ADA compliance.
n Assistance in every project phase – budgeting, design, 

fundraising, permitting and construction.
n Licensed, insured and bondable for all our work.
n 20 plus years of construction & renovation work in all types of religious, 

educational, commercial, & community use facilities.

Local Congregations Served

 Bethany UM – Ellicott City Mount Airy Baptist – Mount Airy
 Calvary UM – Mount Airy Mount Lebanon Baptist - Baltimore
 Chestnut Ridge Baptist – Timonium Odenton Baptist 
 Forge Road Bible – Perry Hall Saint Paul’s Lutheran – Kingsville
 Gospel Tabernacle Baptist – Baltimore Westminster Baptist
 Greenridge Baptist – Clarksburg Westminster Church of God
 Lutheran Church Redeemer-Damascus White Marsh Baptist

10291 Baltimore National Pike   Ellicott City, MD  21042
Telephone 410-461-7200   www.tcsbuilds.com

BCM/D 
November & 

December Events
 

November

1-2  Parent Church Conference at 
BMRC (ext. 225)

2-4 Fall Festival of Marriage, 
Ocean City, Md., Clarion Resort 
(ext. 213)

3  Student Leadership Rocks, at 
The Church at Severn Run, Severn, 
Md. (ext. 223)

4  Collegiate Day

12-13  BCM/D Annual Meeting 
at Ocean City Clarion Resort (ext. 
202)

16-18  Deaf and Interpreter’s 
Conference at Skycroft (ext. 221)

22-23  Happy Thanksgiving 
(BMRC closed)

27-29  Elevate! Conference at 
BMRC (ext. 225)

December

2-9  Week of Prayer for 
International Missions and Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering

6  Church Planters’ Tax and Legal 
Issues Seminar at BMRC  (ext. 
225)

24-Jan 1  Christmas Holidays 
(BMRC closed)

For detailed information, 
go to www.yourbcmd.org/calendar 

or call 1-800-466-5290 and dial the 
extension listed.

INTERIM PASTOR—North Beach 
Union Church, an interdenomina-
tional, evangelical church in Calvert 
County, Md., is seeking an interim 
pastor. Duties and salary negotiable. 
Contact John Riedesel, P.O. Box 32, 
North Beach, MD 20714; phone (301) 
855-8256.

MINISTER OF MUSIC/MEDIA 
AND OUTREACH—Wanted: 
Full-time minster of music/media 
and outreach, Westminster Baptist 
Church, Westminster, Md. See our 
Website at www.Westminster-Bap-
tist-Church.org for position descrip-
tion.

PASTOR—CPBC is currently seek-
ing a new Pastor. For the complete 
job position and requested informa-
tion, please visit our website: www.
cpbc.net. Application packages must 
include the following: a resume (in-
cluding references) and the Pastoral 
Application Form. 

Applications must be post-
marked no later than Monday, Nov. 
12, 2007. Applications not post-
marked by the deadline may or may 
not be considered. Applications 
should be mailed to: Chairperson, 
Pastoral Search Committee, Clifton 
Park Baptist Church, P.O. Box 774, Sil-
ver Spring, MD 20918. Please include 

adequate contact information in 
your application package. Direct all 
inquires to the P.O. Box or by email 
to psc@cpbc.net. We request that you 
prayerfully consider submitting your 
application.
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